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OF     THE 
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FOE   THE   MUNICIPAL   YEAR   1880, 


Commencing  Monday,  January  5th,  1880,  and  ending  Monday, 

January  3d,  1881. 


BEING    REPRINTS    OF    REPORTS    AS    PUBLISHED    BY     CONTRACT    IN    THE     "BOSTON 

EVENING    TRANSCRIPT." 


Second.       Serie's. Volu  m.  e  '  . .  X  . 


BOSTON": 

PRESS    OF    ROCKWELL    &    CHURCHILL,   CITY    PRINTERS. 

(REPRINTS  OF  REPORTS  FROM  THE  TRANSCRIPT  PRESS.) 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


In  Board  of  Aldermen,  October  11,  1880. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  requested  to  have  the  index  of 
the  volume  of  "Proceedings"  for  the  current  year  prepared  on  the  system  adopted 
by  the  Clerk  of  Committees  for  the  general  index  of  all  the  preceding  volumes. 

Passed  in  Common  Council.     Came  up  for  concurrence. 

Read  and  concurred. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  12,  1880. 


In  accordance  with  the  above  order  of  the  City  Council,  and  a  vote  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  the  following  index  for  1880  has  been  prepared  under 
supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing.  The  present  volume  is  issued  as  the 
first  of  a  new  series,  a  consolidated  index  of  the  twelve  previous  volumes  being 
now  in  preparation  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees. 


INDEX  TO  PBOCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCIL, 


FOR    THE    MUNICIPAL,    YEAR    1880. 


[Preceding  the  figures  indicating  page,  a  signifies  Aldermen,  c  Common  Council.] 


A  street — 

Telegraph  posts  a  29 
Wooden  building:  petition  c  694,  a  700 
Abbott  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  69 
Abbott,  Charles  A.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Abbott,  L.  B.  et  al.— 

Clarence  st.  (ward  20) ,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  443 
Albany  st.  (ward  20),  crossing,  petition  a  443;  report  467 
Abbott,  L.  B  — 

15  Clarence  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  499 
Abbott,  W.  E.  et  al.— 

Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  a  43 
Abbott,  William  ¥.— 

Coaches  from   Neponset  av.  to  TJpham's  Corner,    transfer  of 
license  a  519 
Accounts — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  2,  c  4, 10 

Examination  by  expert  c  532,  a  533 ;  pay  a  586,  c  601 

Auditor  of  Accounts — 

Alfred  T.  Turner  nominated  and  elected  a  280,  c  292 
Monthly  Exhibits,  .lan.,  5;  Feb.,  72;  March,  125;  April, 
206;   May,   c  274;   June,   a  330;   July,  c  396;   Aug., 
a  427;  Sept.,  a  457;  Oct.,  c  503;  Nov., a 554;  Dec,  c  635. 
Authorized  to  make  closing  transfers  a  111,  c  121. 
Estimates  for  1880-81  c  117,  a  125,  c  162, 182,  a  189,  c  200 
Detailed  estimates  of  annual  appropriations  c  138,  a  139, 

216,  243,  c  249,  272 
Annual  report  a  246,  c  249,  272,  374 
Leases  owned  by  the  city  a  265 

Verification  of  payment  of  interest  and  bonds  —  see  Treas- 
ury department. 
Information    relating    to  Back   Bay  improvements  —  see 
Parks. 
Adams  street — 

Middlesex  Railroad  Co.,  tracks  a  43,  S3, 198 
Adams  street  (ward  20)  — 

Opening  into  Orchard  park  a  77,  c  86,  a  212,  c  220 
Adams  street  (ward  24) — 

Relocation  between  Ashmont  and  Minot  sts.,  damages  a  94, 124, 

Relocation  between  King  and  Ashmont  sts.,  damages  a  97, 112 

124, 197 
Watering  :  between  Fields  Corner  and  Bowdoin  st.  a  213 
Wooden    building :     removal    from    Dorchester  av.,   petition 

a  241;  permit  483 
Sewer:   hearing  a  276;  between  Park  and  Lincoln  sts.,  order 

passed  a  282 
Paving,    macadamizing,  from     Pierce   av.    to    Minot  st.   also 

edgestones  and  gutters,  order  passed  a  317 
Track:  Metropolitan  R.  Co.,  extension  through  Bowdoin  st.  to 

Geneva  av.,  report  and  order  of  notice  a  350  ;  hearing  400 ; 

permit  417 
Stable  :  corner  Ashmont  St.,  petition  a  365;  permit  388 
Telegraph  poles:  petition  a  383;  between  Dorchester  av.  and 

Neponset  av.,  permit  a  589 
Crosswalk  :  corner  Park  St.,  petition  a  533  ;  report  574 
Edgestones  :  abatement  and  assessment  a  666 
Adams,  Ebenezer — 

Nominated  and  elected  director  of  E.  B.  ferries  a  29,  c  31,  65 

147, a  156  ' 

Adams,  Francis  M. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Adams,  George  L.,  trustee- 
Blue  Hill  av.,  edgestones,  assessment  a  618 


Adams,  George  Z. — 

Geneva  av.  near  Warren  St.,  edgestones,  etc.,  petition  a  443 
Geneva  av.  extension,  $1900  damages  a  534 
Adams,  Isaac — 

South  st.  widening,  $8200  damages  a  446 
Adams,  J.  E.  &  Co.— 

Wharf  corner  Albany  and  Swett  sts.,  lease  a  94,  c  99, 106 
Adams,  Mary  M. — 

Cazenove  place,  edgestones,   sidewalk,    petition  a  518 ;   order 
passed  546 
Adams,  Mary  M. — 

Columbus  av.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  646 
Adams,  O.  F.  et  al. — 

Myrtle  st.  (ward  23) ,  sewer,  petition  a  124 
Adams,  Samuel — see  Statues. 
Ahern,  John — 

Movement  of  wooden  buildings  from  Union  av.  to  Washington 
st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  443 ;  permit  458 
Ahern,  John  J. — 

Movement  of  wooden  buildings:  from  912  E.  Second  st.  to  rear 
of  582  E.  Third  st.  (ward  14)  ;  from  P  St.,  near  E.  Second 
St.,  to  582  E.  Third  St. ;   petition  a  209  ;  permit  a  217 
Ahern,  Timothy — ■ 

Movement  of  wooden  buildings  :  from  Hampshire  st.  to  Vernon 
St.,  permit  a  145;  from  Plympton  St.,  near  Albany  St.,  to 
street  near  Harrison  av.,  petition  a  209;  permit  a  248; 
from  Howard  st.  (ward  20)  across  street,  permit  a  248  ; 
across  Dudley  St.,  permit  a  447 
Alaska  street — 

Erection  of  bank  wall,  petition  to  occupy  sidewalk  a  209;  per- 
mit a  217  ;  also  six  feet  of  roadway  a  248 
Sidewalks :  Nos.  27  and  29,  petition  a  276  ;  order  passed  317 
Albano  street — 

Grading,  gravelling,  order  passed  a  430 
Albans  street — 

Grading,  etc.  a  59 
Albany  street — ■ 

Portion  of  wharf  let  to  J.  E.  Adams  &  Co.  a  94,  c  99, 106 

At  Stearns'  wharf,  erection  of  wooden  building,  petition  a  93, 

c  99  ;  permit  a  126,  c  130 
Stables:  petition  a  109  ;  permit  al59  ;  petition  a425;  permit446 
No.  796,  taxes  remitted  c  123,  a  125,  159,  c  160 
Claims :  personal  injuries  a  189,  c  200 
Removal  of  sidewalk,  substitution  of  stone  driveway,  petition 

a  189  ;  permit  a  350 
Telegraph  poles :  a  209,  217,  468,  534,  535  ;  at  390,  removal,  pe- 
tition a  568 
Sprinkling:  between  Eustis  and  Hampden  sts.,  petition  a  241 
Temporary  occupation :  petition  of  Boston  Water  Works  a  25S ; 

permit  a  281 
Reduction  of  rent  of  wharf  property,  petition  a  297,  c  307 
Steam  engine :  corner  Dedham  St.,  petition  and  order  of  notice 

a  327;  hearing  365;  permit  388 
Crossing:  petition  a 443;  report  467 
Sidewalks :   corner  Dedham  St.,  petition  a  618 ;   order  passed 

574 
Driveway  :  No.  549,  petition  a  568 

Wooden  building:  movement  to  No.  728,  petition  a  586;  per 
mi  t  650 
Albemarle  street — 

Grading  a  47,  c  49,  71 
Albion  street — 

Sidewalk :   petition  a  213 ;   order  passed  248  ;  petition  a  456  ; 
order  passed  467 
Albrecht,  Nicholas  et  al. — 

Washington  St.,  crosswalk  at  Lotus  place,  petition  a  209 


IV 
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Alden,  Morton — 

Appointed  :  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  125  ;   meas- 
urer of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Aldermen,  board  of — 

Organization  1 

Notice  of  organization  of  common  council  2 

Regular  meetings,  Mondays,  4  P.M.,  assigned  2 

Contingent  fund  2,  a  663,  c  670 

Special  meetings  442,  456,  485,  663 

Conventions  with  school  committee — see  Schools. 

Death  of  Alderman  George  E.  Bell  a  231,  c  232 

Method  of  filling  vacancies  a  404,  c  405,  a  630;  referred  to  next 
board  of  aldermen  a  701 

Annual  dinner  690 

The  final  proceedings  701 
Aldrich,  Albert  M.— 

No.  4  Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  lease  of  cellar,  petition 
a  327  ;  permit  367 
Aldrich,  George  A. — 

No.  4  Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  lease  of  cellar,  petition 
a  327  ;  permit  367 
Alexander  avenue — 

Crosswalk  to  Taylor  av.  a  189 
Alexander,  Alexis  et  al.— 

Appointed  undertaker  a  174 
Alexander,  Thomas — 

Release  refused  a  388 
Alford  street — 

From  Maiden  bridge  to  Everett  line,  paving  a  189 

Tracks:  Middlesex  R.  Co.,  petition  a  297  ;  report  and  order  of 
notice  367  ;  hearing  400  ;  permit  430 

Seawall  between  Maiden  bridge  and  poorhouse  estate,  fence, 
plank  walk,  a  430 

Wooden  building :  petition  c  565,  a  568 
Alger  street — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  468 
Alleghany  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks :  No.  10,  petition  a  518 ;  order  passed  546 ; 
No.  14,  petition  a  518;  order  passed  546 
Allendale  Springs — 

Passenger  wagons:  from   Monument  sq.  through    Centre  St., 
petition  a  327  ;  peiuiit  352 
Allen,  A.  H.— 

560J   Main  st.  (Charlestown),  lantern,  petition  a  124;  permit 
a  144 
Allen,  George  H. — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  lamps  a  59 
Allen,  Isaac  1).  &  Co. — 

21  Winter  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a 400 
Allen,  John  A.  et  al — 

East  Eighth   St.,  between  Dorchester  and  Lowland  sts.,  side- 
walks, petition  a  189 ;  order  passed  388 
Allen,  Loring  &  Co. — 

Damages  by  fire,  petition  a  116,  c  120 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  158, 
cl60 
Allen,  Timothy — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  Hampshire  to  Vernon  sts., 
petition  a  124  ;  permit  145 
Allstou  street  (Dorchester)  — 

Sewer :   order  of  notice  a  415  ;  healing  426 ;   order  passed  446 

Telephone  pole :  near  Centre  St.,  permit  a  589 
Alpine  street — 

Telegraph  pole,  a  15 
American  Bell  Telephone  Co. — see  Telephone  wires 
American  Rapid  Telegraph  Co. — see  also  Telephone  wires 

Brazer's    Building,   State   St.,    projection   of   lantern,    petition 
a  25S  ;  permit  300 
American  Screw  Co. — 

Jeffries  point,  ward  2,  stable,  petition  a  442  ;  permit  446 
American  Steam  Gauge  Co. — 

Chardon  St.,  steam-pipe,  permit  a  516 
American  Union  Telegraph  Co. — see  Telephone  wires 
Ames,  Hiram — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 

Falmouth  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  425 
Ames,  James  B.,  trustee,  et  al. — 

Corner  Lincoln  and  Summer  sts.,  telegraph  pole,  petition  a  551 
Ames,  S.  &  H. — 

Bills  allowed  a  588,  c  601 
Amory,  Elizabeth  J. — 

Washington   St.,  land   taken  for   Broadway  extension,  petition 
a  480  ;  leave  to  withdraw  515 
Amory,  Thomas  C. — ■ 

Nominated  and  elected  overseer  of  the  poor  a  144,  c  147, 172 
Anawan  avenue — 

Laying  out,  damages  a  28 

Edgestones  :  petition  a  400  ;  order  passed  416 

Grading,  gravelling:  from  Park  st.  to  Providence  railroad,  order 
passed  a  403 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company — 

faneuil  Hall,  petition  for  use  of  a  241 

250th  anniversary  of  settlement  of  Boston,  escort,  resolution  of 
thanks,  c  475,  a  480 

Election  day  :  half-holiday  a  318,  c  319 
Anderson,  Andrew — 

Release  refused  a  350 


Andrews,  Richard  F. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Anniversary  of  formation  of  state  government — 

Communication  from  Mayor  a  518,  c  523 
Anniversary  (250th)  of  Settlement  of  Boston — see  Boston  celebra- 
tions 
Angier,  William  Rotch,  et  al.— 

Washington  st.  (Dorchester),  track   of  Metropolitan   Railroad 

Co.,  remonstrance  a  213 
Anthony,  Benjamin — 

164  Buggies  st.  stable,  petition  a  586  ;  permit  616 
Anthony,  Benjamin  F\,  councilman  (ward  19)  — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  survey  and  inspection  of  buildings 
11 ;  Stony  brook  11 ;  250th  anniversary  239 

Remarks : 

Examination  of  manufacturing  establishments  354, 396, 398, 

407,  419 
Public  parks  540 

Pay  of  laborers  for  thanksgiving  585 
Change  in  building  laws  670 
Apollonio,  Caroline  D. — 

Warren  st.  near  Blue  Hill  av.,  relocation,  $26.50  damages  a  28 
Apollonio,  Nicholas  A. — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  registrar  a  64,  c  87 
Appleton,  George  C.  et  al. — 

Rockland  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  456 
Appleton,  Nathan — 

Petition  that  boats  on  public  garden  pond  may  be  used  on  Sun- 
days c  396,  a  400 
Appleton,  W.  C.— 

62  Clifford  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  365 ;  order  passed  388 
Appleton,  William  S.— 

Appointed  record  commissioner  a  125,  c  131 
Appropriations — 

$118113  for  school  committee  c    5,  al3,  14,  c  19,  a  26,   c  32, 
a  44 

$3000  for  Austin  farm  buildings  a  48,  c  49. 172,  a  174 

$5000  to  board  of  health  a  61,  c  66,  a  114,  c  120,  a  128,  c  130, 
a  143, c  146 

$33000  for  street  commissioners  a  97,  c  106.  a  111,  c  121 

$12000  for  Cochituate  and  $6000  for  Mystic  water  works  c  122, 
137,  a  139,  143,  c  146 

$3000  for  bridges  a  127,  c  ISO,  a  143,  c  146 

$4000  for  health  department  a  129,  c  130,  a  143,  c  146 

$280000  for  new  main  from  Chestnut  hill  reservoir — see  Water 

$400000  for  Broadway  extension — see  Streets 

$17900  for  Marcella-st.  home  c  172,  a  174 

81300  to  Austin  farm  c  172,  a  175 

$544.78  to  public  buildings  a  177,  c  181,  201 

$1500  from  printing  to  record  commissioners  c  250,  a  258 

$2500  to  printing  a  514 

$27000  for  school-houses  a  519,  c  523,  536 

$1200  for  school-houses  a  666,  681,  c  692 

$500  to  advertising  a  568,  c  576,  601 

$1300  to  contingent  fund  joint  committees  a  568,  c  576,  601 

$3000  for  250th  anniversary  a  573,  c  576,  a  587,  c  601 

$2000  to  registration  of  voters  a  587,  c  601 :  $2500  additional 
a  6S2, e  692 

S5500  for  South  end  branch  library  a.  587,  591,  c  G01 

$30000  for  Roxbury  canal  a  666,  c  670,  a  681,  c  092 
Archer,  B.  II . — 

$333.33  for  services  as  superintendent    north   draw   Chelsea 
bridge  a  587,  c  601 
Architect,  city — ■ 

George  A.  Clough  nominated  and  elected  c  87 
Arlington  street — - 

Poles  :  petition  a  327  ;  report  and  order  of  notice  367  ;  hearing 
postponed  400,  426 ;  leave  to  withdraw  457 

Corner  H03  Istou  St.,  petition  a  518 
Armories — see  Militia 
Arnold,  Albert  E. — 

Lowell  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  327,  c  337 
Arnold  arboretum — see  Parks 
Assessors — see  Taxes 
Athens  street — 

Sidewalk  :  No.  150,  petition  a  543 
Atkinson,  Edward — 

Plan   for   protection   of  high   buildings   from  fire  c  123,  a  125, 
c 153, a  246, c  249 
Atkinson,  Elizabeth  R. — 

Putnam  and  Lexington  sts.,  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment, 
petition  a  109;  report  a  145 
Atkinson,  Isaac  C.  et  al. — 

Tremont  pi.  (ward  24),  lamps,  petition  a  533 
Atkinson,  Sarah  C. — 

Tremont,  corner  Church  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  137, 
a  139  ;  leave  to  withdraw  c  295,  a  297 
Atlantic  avenue — 

Central  wharf  and  wet  dock  corporation,  use  of  sidewalk,  peti- 
tion a  43  ;  permit  a  65 

Change  of  rail,  petition  of  Boston  truckmen  a  139 

Steam  engine:   corner  Oliver  st.,  petition  and  order  of  notice 
a  143;  hearing  a  189;  permit  a  211 

Metropolitan   Railroad   Co.,  connection    with   track,    petition 
a  155 
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Sidewalk :  corner  South  Market  St.,  petition  a  241 

Nos.  253  and  257,  petition  a  276  ;  order  passed  317 
Hoisting  apparatus  :  at  537,  petition  a  297 
Land  damages  :  petition  a  649 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Telegraph  Co.— see  Telephone  wires 
Atwell,  Pickering  et  al. — 

Dudley  St.,  crosswalk  at  Dudley-st.  opera-house,  petition  a  56S 
Auhurn  street  (Roxbury)  — 

Tree  :  removal,  petition  a  109 
Auburn  street — 

Sidewalk  and  sewer  abatement  a  77,  98 
Extension  ;  damages  a  111,  197 
Sewer  abatement  a  335 
Sidewalk  abatement  a  467 
Auditor  of  accounts — see  Accounts 
Austin,  Charles  F.,  councilman  (ward  11)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected :  Finance  committee  c  7 

Appointed :    committee    on    engineer's    department  c   11    (re- 
signed 312) ;  public  institutions  11  ;  new  bridge  to  Charles- 
town  21 ;  improved  sewerage  312 
Remarks : 

Appropriation  bill  185 
Death  of  Joseph  Kenney  203 
Stony  brook  272,  288 

Printing  four  volumes  of  ancient  records  250 
Austin,  Gove  &  Son — 

Central  sq.  (E.B.),  paving,  petition  a  77 
Austin,  William — 

Forest  Hills  St.,  near  Washington  st.  (ward  23),  wooden  build- 
ing, petition  a  209,  c  220 ;  permit  c  238,  a  243 
Avery  street — 

Fire-escape  connection  of  buildings  a  43,  127 
Paving  :  petition  a  59 ;  order  passed  404 
Avery,  Alden — 

Fairfield  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  480 ;  order  passed 
500 
Avery,  Charles  E. — 

Appointed  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Avery  George  A. — 

Fairfield  and  Newbury  sts.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  499 
246  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  543  ;   order  passed 
574 
Avon  street  (ward  23)  — 

Lamps:  petition  a  518 
Avon  place — 

Steam-pipe  :  petition  a  543 ;  permit  558 
Ayers,  Melvin  D. — 

Burroughs  st.  ( ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  543 ;  order  passed  574 

Baalen,  Flora — 

Harrison  av.,  widening,  $553.75  damages  a  482 
Bachelder,  Cyrus  T. — 

Dorchester  av.,  injuries   to   mother  and  damages  to  carriage, 

petitiou  a  26,  c  31 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  158,  c  160 
Back  street — 

Grading  etc.  a  26,  43 
Badges — 

For  members  of  common  council  41,  57, 138, 152,  220 
Badlam,  William  H.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Bail,  L.  K.— 

Seventh  st.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  349  ;   order  passed 

367 
Bailey,  Amasa  W. — 

7  Way  st.,  steam  engine,  petition,  order  notice  a  607  ;  hearing 

649  ;  permit  665 
Bailey,  Andrew  .1.,  councilman  (ward  4)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  legislative  matters  c  11,  excused  c  12; 

ordinances  11 :  judiciary  11 ;  new  bridge  to  Charles  town  21  ; 

harbor  defences  52 
Elected  :  president  pro  tern.  319,418 
Remarks : 

Kules  and  orders  of  common  council  7,  24,  53 

Joint  rules  and  orders  10 

Street  and  health  departments  16 

New  court-house  22,  41, 107,  274,  29 

City  hospital  50,  105 

Harbor  defences  51 

Assessors'  department  58,  71 

Recess  during  elections  67 

Thirteenth  joint  rule  74 

Decoration  of  army  and  navy  monument  90 

Notices  of  committee  meetings  99 

Bridge  to  Charlestown  99, 181,  206 

Mode  of  electing  assessors  137 

Second  assistant  assessors  154,  160,  207 

City  officers  opposing  legislation  206 

Excavating  machinery  224 

Square  at  Meeting-house  hill  229,  250,  295 

Public  parks  235,  49S,  513,  523,  527,  538 

Printing  four  volumes  of  ancient  records  250 

Evasiou  of  taxes  268 

Trustees  of  city  hospital  273 

Charlestown  almshouse  286 


Stony  brook  288 
Barrel  wagons  339,  356 
Fourth  of  July  music  347 

Examination  of  manufacturing  establishments  354,  398,  407 
New  main  for  Chestnut  hill  reservoir  370 
Law  department  381,  392 
Truants  and  absentees  from  school  406,  411 
Reducing  motions  to  writing  411 
250th  anniversary  436.  438,  450 

Rewards  for  detection  and  conviction  of  incendiaries  437 
Obstructions  in  Commercial  st.  462 
Revision  of  the  ordinances  462,  627,  641,  654 
Ordinance  concerning  joint  standing  committee  on  ordi- 
nances 463 
Treasury  department  542 
Committee  on  legislative  matters  562,  578,  624 
Inspection  of  vinegar  565 
Repeal  of  charter  provision  for  general  meetings  of  legal 

voters  566 
Management  of  police  department  566 
Enlargement  of  city  hospital  584 
School  committee  693 
Care  of  neglected  children  693 
Bailey,  L.  A.— 

Corey  St.,  stable,  petition  a  480 ;  permit  500 
Bailey,  R.  C— 

Bremen  St.,  damages  to  barge,  petition  c  476,  a  4S0 
Bailey,  William  et  al. — 

Lee  st.,  between  Childs  and  Keyes  sts.  (ward  23),  sewer,  peti- 
tion a  241;  remonstrance  258  ;  order  of  notice  282  ;  hearing 
297 ;  order  passed  317 
Bailey  street  (ward  24) — 

Primary  school-house :   order  passed  to  purchase   site  c  238, 

a  243 ;  taxes  remitted  c  312,  a  314 
Stable :  petition  a  276  ;  permit  a  317 
Bainard,  John  et  al. — 

Parker  St.,  from  Tremont  to  Ward  St.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  276 
Bainard,  John- 
Parker  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  480;  order  passed  558 
Bainbridge  street  (ward  21) — 

Stable :  near  Dale  st.,  petition  a  533  ;  permit  547 
Bainbridge  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  663 
Baker,  E.  J.  et  al. — 

River  St.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  43 
Baker,  Edward  K.  et  al. — ■ 

Bodwell  st.  (ward  20),  lamps,  petition  a  59 
Baker  street  (W.  Re- 
petition to  put  in  order  a  26 
Lamps:  petition  a  456 
Balch,  William  et  al. — 

Emerson  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  189  ;  order  passed  404 
Balduf,  Katherine — ■ 

307-9  West  Third  St.,  sidewalks,  petition   a  425;  order  passed 
447 
Baldwin,  Annie  N. — 

Personal   injuries:  petition  c  346;    leave   to  withdraw  a  500, 
c502 
Baldwin,  Henry  et  al.  (ward  25) — 

Purchase  of  land  for  public  square  ;  petition  c  32,  a  43  ;  report 
c  340  ;  order  passed  c  356,  a  365 
Ball,  James  E.  et  al. — 

Edgewood  st.  (ward  21),  sidewalk,  petition  a  77  ;   order  passed 
471 
Ballard,  J.— 

Western  av.  (Brighton),  land  damages,  petition  a  568 
Ballast  lighters — see  Lighters 
Bamrick,  John  T. — 

Rutherford  av.,  between  Nos.  61  and  63,  lamp,  petition  a  456 
Bancroft,  Henry  A. — 

Essex  st.  extension  from  South  to  Federal  sts.,  §3688  damages 
a  352 
Bangs,  William  A. — 

Kingston  St.,  injury  a  93,  c  99 
Barbour,  John  N.elal.,  trustees — 

411  Hast  Seventh  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  543 
Barker,  Hiram — 

Parsons  st.  (Brighton),  removal  of  trees,  petition  a  155  ;  permit 
a  175 
Barker,  II.  &  Co.— 

North  Beacon  st.  opposite  Lyman  av.,  erection  of  wooden  build- 
ing, petitiou  a  465,  c  475  ;  permit  c  526,  a  533 
Barker,  William  T.— 

22  Mather  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  516 
Barker  street  (W.R.)  — 

Movement  of  iron  boiler  a  159 
Barling,  Henry  A.  etal.,  trustees — 

[lowland  St.,  sidewalks,  grading,  petition  a  124 
Rowland  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  abatement  and  assessment 
a  546 
Barnard,  John  P.  et  al. — 

W'inthrop   sq.   (Charlestown),  enclosure,  petition,  c  206  ;  leave 
to  withdraw  a  265,  c  268 
Barnes  &  Dunklee — 

Hotel    Brunswick,    lamp   posts,   permit  a  29;  petition  a  46S; 
report  4S3 
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Barnes,  Celia  F. — 

92  Moreland  st.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  213 
Barnes,  H.  W.— 

316  Marlborough  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a230 ;  order  passed  a  248 
Barnes,  Israel  N. — 

Appointed  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Barney,  M.  C. — 

34  Perrin  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  468 ;  order  passed  500 
Barnstable  Savings  Bank  — 

Beacon  St.,  estate  of  Charles  Burdett  a  433;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  665,  c  670 
Barrett,  Andrew — 

Cheny  St.  (Roxbury),  grade  damages,  petition  a  568 
Barron,  Frank  J. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  and  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  83 
Barron,  James  etal. — 

Petition  for  the  division  of  labor  a  586 
Barry,  David  F..  councilman  (ward  16) — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  health  c  11 ;  police  348 

Remarks : 

Visit  of  committee  on  fire  department  to  other  cities  325 
Advertising  wagons  382 
Barry,  James  .7. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124  ;  resigned  c  490,  a 
499 

10  Terrace  st.,  lamp,  petition  a  109 ;  permit  144 
Barry,  John  el  al. — 

Havre  st.,  between  Brooks  and  Porter  sts.,  sidewalk,  petition 
a  456 
Barry,  John — 

199  Havre  st.  sidewalk,  petition  a 518  ;  order  passed  574 
Barry,  John  R. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Barry,  Michael — 

Charles  St.,  damages,  petition  a  276,  c  283 

Appointed  undertaker  a  481 
Barry,  Patrick — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Barry,  Thomas — 

Washington  st.  crosswalk  at  Lotus  place,  petition  a  139 
Barstow,  R.  L.— 

Pleasant  st.  ward  24,  stable,  petition  a  533  ;  permit  547 
Bartlett  street  (ward  21)— 

Stable:  petition  a  241 ;  permit  402 
Bartlett,  E.  L.  etal.— 

28  Lincoln  St.,  removal  of  telegraph  poles,  petition  a  568 
Bartlett,  George  N.  et  al. — 

Kliot  and  Burroughs  sts.  (Jamaica  Plain),  crossings  petition  a 
241 
Bartlett,  II.  M.— 

Pope  st.  nearly  opposite  Chaucer  St.,  erection  wooden  building, 
petition  c  536,  a  543 
Bartlett,  J.  B.  L.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125:  public  weigher 
139 
Bartlett,  Louis  D. — 

Jeffries  st.,  stable,  petition  a  456  ;  permit  467 
Bartlett,  W.  E.— 

Polk-st.  school-house,   pay  for  work,  petition   a  59,  c  66,  a  97, 
c  106 
Bassett,  Joseph  R. — 

400  to  418  Tremont  St.,  79  to  87  Albion  St.,  and  on  Castle,  Paul 
and  Albion  sts.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  213  ;  order  passed  a 
248 
Basto  place — 

Stable  :  near  Salem  St.,  petition  a  414  ;  permit  429 
Batchelder,  Betsey  K. — 

Blue  Hill  av.  near  Canterbury  and  Harvard  sts.,  relocation, 
$536  damages  a  515 
Batchelder,  Henry  L. — 

2999  Washington  St.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  248 

Columbia  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  543;  leave  to  with- 
draw 590 
Batchelder  Joseph — 

Blue   Hill  av.  near  Canterbury  and  Harvard  sts.,  relocation, 
$330  damages  a  515 
Bates,  Annie  II. — 

318  Marlborough  st.,  sidewalk,   petition  a  230 ;  order  passed 
a  248 
Bates,  George  C.  el  al.— 

Dix  st.  (ward  24),  grading,  edgestones,    etc.,  petition  a  209; 
order  passed  403 
Bates,  Joseph  N. — 

357  North  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  73,  a  77 
Bathing — 

Bathing  in  ponds  within  city  limits  c  274,  a  277,  c  397,  a  400 
Batterymarch  street — 

Paving  :  between  Milk  and  Broad  sts.,  petition  a  400 
Baxter,  Francis  J. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Baxter  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  No.  78,  petition  a  480;  order  passed  500 

No.  70,  petition  a  499 

No.  83,  petition  a  543 ;  order  passed  558 

Edgestones  :  No.  77,  petition  a  568 


Bayley,  Benjamin  F.  et  al. — 

Walnut  av.  at  Bainbridge  St.,  crosswalk, petition  a  383 
Bayley,  William  B.— 

Appointed  surveyor  of  marble,  soapstone  and  freestone  a  125 
Bay  State  Iron  Co.  et  al. — 

First  st.,  paving,  petition  a  93  ;  order  passed  317 
Bay  State  Iron  Works- 
First  St..  near  I  st.  (ward  14),  stable  ^petition  a  174;  permit 
a  198 
Bay  State  wharf  (334-74  Albany  st.)— 

Wooden  building :  erection,  petition  a  468,  c  475  ;  permit  c  526, 
a  533 
Beach  street — 

Stable:  between  Washington  St.,  Harrison  av.,  and  Essex  St., 

petition  a  139  ;  leave  to  withdraw  402 
Running  empty  cars,  petition  a  174 
Widening  in  1874,  land  damages,  petition  a  26  ;  order  passed 

197 
Land  corner  Harrison  av.,  sale  authorized  a  85,  95,  c  99  ;  change 
in  terms  of  sale,  petition  a  414,  c  418  ;  order  passed  a  472, 
c475 
Lamp-posts  in  front  of  United  States  Hotel  a  258,  281 
Widening :  land  damages,  petition  a  276  ;  order  passed  a  446 
Steam  engine :  rear  112,  petition  and  order  notice  a  426  ;  hearing 

443 ;  permit  447 
Telegraph  poles  a  468,  514,  535,  551 
Cellar:  No.  154-158,  report  a  589 

Tracks :  to  Federal  st.,  permit  a  618 ;  connection  with  Harrison 
av.  tracks,  permit  a 618  ;  near  Lincoln  st.  to  Kneeland  St., 
petition  a  649 
Claims  :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  629,  c  635 
South  Boston  li.R.  Co.,  additional  cars,  order  passed  a  630 
Middlesex  R.R.  Co.,  additional  cars,  petition  a  649 
Beach  street  (ward  4) — 

Stable:  near  Medford  st.,  petition  a  297  ;  permit  335;  license 
rescinded  and  reissued  352 
Beach  street  (ward  24) — 

Watering :  petition  a  209 ;  "  portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Stable:  near  Centre  st.,  petition  a  349;  permit  367 
Beacham  street — 

Steam  engine  :  near  Arlington  av.,  petition  and  order  of  notice 

a  349;  hearing  400;  permit  402 
Temporary  closing :  south  of  West  St.,  permit  a  367 
Beacon  Oil  Company — 

Chelsea  St.,  enlargement  of  wooden  building  a  175,  c  181,  a  209, 

c  220,  238,  a  243;  license  to  manufacture  petroleum  a  280 
43  India  St.,  license  to  store  and  sell  petroleum  a  280 
Beacou  street — 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.,  tracks  a  124 

Sprinkling:  from   Hereford   St.   to  Brookline  av.  a  199;  from 

Brooklineav.  to  Brookline  line  a  199 
Claims:  injuries  to  horse,  petition  a  241,  c  249;  injury  to  car- 
riage, petition  a  543,  c  548;  personal  injuries,  petition  c671, 
a  676 
Macadamizing:  from  West  Chester  park  to  Brighton  av.,  order 

passed  a  248 
Sidewalks:  corner  Hereford  st.,  petition  a   276;    order  passed 

317 
Telephone  poles  :  petition  a  327;  report  and  order  of  notice  367; 

hearing  postponed  400,  426;  leave  to  withdraw  457 
Bridge  :  building  authorized  a  416 
Edgestones,  gutters:  between  Hereford  st.  and  West  Chester 

park,  order  passed  a  430 
Estate  of  Charles  Burdett:  surrender  by  Barnstable  Savings- 

Bauk  a  433;  leave  to  withdraw  a  665,  c  670 
Grade:  near  West  Chester  park,  damages,  petition  a  480 
Stables  :  rear  No.  46,  petition  a  414 ;  permit  429 

Rear  No.   347,  petition  a  586;  remonstrance  613;  permit 

688 
No.  340,  petition  a  613;  permit  649 
No.  342,  petition  a  613;  permit  649 
Beal  Julia  A.  et  al. — 

Bainbridge  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  663 
Bean.B.  F.— 

12  Langdon  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  124 

23  and  25  Clarence  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  124  ; 

report  and  order  a  281 
22  and  24  Langdon  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  124 
Bean,  Mary  E. — 

109  Oeorge  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  139  ;  order  passed 
a  159 
Becker,  Louisa — 

42  Lagrange  place,  lantern,  petition  a  518 
Bedford  street — 
Crosswalk,  a  189 

At  Chauncy  St.,  permit  to  close  a  198 
Widening :  damages,  a  281,  429 

High  and  Latin  school-house  and  land,  sale  authorized  c  411,  a 
415 
Beebe,  E.  Pierson — 

Refunding  tax,  leave  to  withdraw  e  228 
Beeehing,  William — 

61-63  Blackstoue  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  of  notice 
a  415  ;  hearing  426  ;  permit  447 
Bell,  George  Edwin,  alderman- 
Oaths  of  office! 
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Appointed  :  committee  on  state  aid  a  2  ;  county  accounts  12 ; 
licenses  12;  markets  12;  assessors'  department  12;  East 
Boston  ferries  12  ;  harbor  12  ;  health  12 ;  overseers  of  poor  12  ; 
public  instruction  12;  surveyor's  department  13  ;  treatment 
of  poor  13  ;  auditor's  estimates  125  ;  celebration  June  17th 
139 
Decease  :  resolutions  and  orders  passed  231 
Bell,  William  G.  &  Co.  etal.— 

Clinton  St.,  paving,  petition  314  ;  order  passed  367 
Bellevue  street — 

Trees  :  petition  a  241,  c  249  ;  report  and  reference  a  280 

Removal,  petition  a  499  :  leave  to  withdraw  558 
Edgestones  :  petition  a  543 ;  order  passed  558 
Bellevue  avenue  (ward  23) — 

Stable  :  petition  a  327  ;  permit  350 
Belmont  street  (Charlestown) — 

Claims :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  97,  c  99;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  546, c  548 
Bennett,  Caleb — 

Deceased,  payment  of  dues  c  695,  a  700 
Bennett,  Joseph,  et  al. — 

Sprinkling  certain  streets  in  ward  25,  petition  a  213 
Bennington  street — 

Movements  of  wooden  buildings  a  155, 174, 179,  232 
Benson  street — 

Claims  :  injuries  to  team  a  26,  c  31 
Bent,  Joel  W.— 

Appoiuted  public  weigher  a  125 
Benton  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  155 
Bergen,  Patrick — 

Commercial-st.  widening,  $7500  damages  a  111 
Berkeley  street — 

South  Boston  R.  Co.,  12  cars  per  hour  a  217 
Bridge  repairs  a  403 

Claims :  personal  injuries,  petition  c  581,  a  586  ;  leave  to  with- 
draw c  695, a  700 
Fire-alarm  box  located  near  Columbus  av.  a  700 
Berry,  Jacob  W. — 

Cambridge  st.  rear  Everett  st.  (ward  25),  wooden  building,  peti- 
tion a  586, c  601 
Berry,  Parker  H.  et  al. — 

fifth  st.  corner  N  st.  (S.  B.),  crossings,  petition  a  413 
Bertram,  John — 

287  West  liroadway  (ward  13) ,  wooden  building,  petition  a  297, 
c  307  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
Berwick  park — 

Edgestones:  corner  Columbus  av.,  petition  a3S3;  order  passed 

404 
Sidewalk :  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  546 
Besarick,  J.  H. — 

Rear  Virginia  av.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  649 ;  permit  664 
Bessom  court — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  613 
Bessom,  W.  H.,  administrator — 

Bessom  court,  lamps,  petition  a  613 
Beverly  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  32,  a  43 
Telegraph  posts  a  85 
Bianchetti,  D.  et  cd. — 

Hyde  Park  av. ,  sidewalks  etc.,  petition  a  93 
Bibber,  P.  F.— 

East  Sixth  and  Q  sts.,  grade,  petition  a  514 
Bicknell,  Thomas  \V.  et  al. — 

Harvard,  School,  Abbott  and  Wales   sts.,  petition   to   put  in 
order  a  59 
Bigelow,  Austin,  councilman  (ward  25)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed  :  committee  on  treasury  department  c  11 ;  treatment 

of  poor  11 
Remarks : 

Salaries  of  city  officers  149 
Trustees  of  City  Hospital  273 
Bathing  274 
Decoration  Day  325 
Fourth  of  July  music  347 
Accounts  of  late  treasurer  of  Brighton  405 
Visit  to  Mystic  water  works  424 
Public  parks  508 
Binney,  C.  J.  F.  et  al. — 

Francis  St.,   plank  walk   from  Tremont  st.  to   Brookline  av., 
petition  a  124 
Binney,  Charles  E. — 

Passage-way  from  Concord  to  Rutland  sts.,  removal  of  tree, 
petition  a  456  ;  leave  to  withdraw  534 
Birch  street  (W.  It.)  — 

Grading,  gravelling,  order  passed  a  403 
Bishop,  Robert— 

157  West  Sixth  st.    (S.  B.),  edgestones,  sidewalks,   crossings, 

petition  a  97 
115  and  117  West  Sixth  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  276;  order 
passed  317 
Bispham,  E.  J.,  H.  N.  Glover  &  A.  K.  Teele,  trustees  of  Liversidge 
Institute  of  Industry — 
River  st.  widening,  i$50  damages  a  415 


Bispham,  E.  J.  et  al,  trustees — 

River  st.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  456 
Births,  marriages  and  deaths — 

City  registrar's  department — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Nicholas  A.  Apollonio  nominated  and  elected   city  regis- 
trar a  64,  c  87 

Topics  in  mayor's  address  referred  c39,  a  44 

Iron  doors  a  48,  c  49 

A'ital  statistics  a  62 

Report  of  committee  on  city  registrar's  department  a  112, 
129,  c  130,  148 

Old  records  of  births,  deaths  and  marriages  a  217,  c  220 

Annual  report  c  487 
Blaekmore,  William  IS. — 

Park  st.,  near  Telton  st.  (ward  23),  erection  of  wooden  building, 

petition  a  465,  c  475 ;  permit,  c  526,  a  533 
Blackstone  street — 

Steam  engine:   Nos.  61-63,  petition  and  order  of  notice  a  415  ; 

hearing  426  ;  permit  447 
Blackwood  street — 

Grading  a  47,  c  49,  71 
Blair,  John — 

98  West  Canton  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  694,  a  700 
Blair,  John  S.— 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  454  Harrison  av.,  petition 

a  443;  permit  456 
Blakemore,  John  E. ,  councilman  (ward  23) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  elections  c  4  ;   city  registrar's  depart- 
ment 11 ;  public  parks  11 
Remarks : 

Mode  of  electing  assessors  137 

Fourth  of  July  324 

Public  parks  506 

Death  of  councilman  Perkins  633 
Blakemore,  John  E. — 

Blakemore  St.,  laying  out,  S279  damages  a  466 
Junction  Brown  av.  and  Florence  St.,  widening,  S208.46  dam- 
ages a  466 
Blakemore  street — 

Grading  :  petition  a  400 
Laying  out :  damages  a  402,  466 
Blaney,  D.  II.  etal.— 

Prescott  sq.,  petition  a  241,  c  249  ;  report  a  265,  c  268 
Maverick   and   Central   sqs.,    watering,   petition  a  297,  c  307  ; 

leave  to  withdraw  a  388,  c  390 
Ferry  approaches :   remonstrance  and  petition  for  hearing  a  314 
Bleiler,  F.— 

Petition  that  Heath  pi.  be  graded  a  13 
Blossom  street — 

Lamps  :  No.  10,  petition  a  485 
Blossom,  William  A. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Blue  hill  avenue — 

Between  Warien  and  Columbia  sts.,  petition   to   put   in   order 

a  13 
From  Wales  st.  to  Walkhill  st.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 
Relocation,  damages  a  46, 159,  165,  352,  500,  515,  520,  617 
Grading:  from  Columbia  to  Walkhill  sts.  etc.  a 59 
Pay  for  land  taken  a  174,  197 
Plan   of  land  between  Warren  St.,  Blue  Hill  av.,  Seaver  st., 

Walnut  av.,  Townsend  St.,  petition  a  174,  c  181 
Sprinkling :   between  Dudley  and  Woodbine  sts.,  petition  a  213 
Sprinkling  :    "  portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Crosswalks  :  at  Maywood  st.,  petition  a  43 

At  Schuyler  St.,  report  a  248 
Gradiug.  edgestones,  gutters,  macadamizing,  from   Warren  St. 

to  Columbia  St.,  order  passed  a  281 
Wooden  building:   movement  from  junction   of  Blue  hill  av. 

and  Norfolk  st.  to  Milton  line,  petition  a  327 ;  permit  350 
Wooden  building  :  corner  Central  av.,  permit  a  350,  c  354 
Primary  school-house  :  between   Glen  road  and  McLellan  av., 

order  passed  c  423,  a  426 
Stables  :  petition  a  241 ;  permit  281 

At  91,  petition  a  349  ;  pei'init  367 

Near  Oakland  st.,  petition  a  414  ;  permit  429 
Plank-walk:  between  Wales  and  Harvard  sts. ,  petition  a  433 
Lamps  :  petition  a  13,  365 

Corner  Norfolk  St.,  petition  499 
Edgestones:  between    Warren   and  Columbia   sts.,  petition    to 
rescind  order  a  297 

No.  193,  petition  a  297 ;  order  passed  317 

No.  169,  petition  a  349  ;  order  passed  367 

Estate  of  Goward,  petition  a  468;  order  passed  500 

No.  175,  petition  a  514:  order  passed  521 

No.  171,  petition  a  614  ;  order  passed  521 

No.  173,  petition  a  514 ;  order  passed  521 

Petition  a  568 

Abatement  and  assessment  a  618 
Edgestones,  sidewalks :  corner  Hayward  St.,   petition  a  518  ; 

order  passed  546 
Sidewalks.:  cornerMt.Seaverav.,  petition  a456;  order  passed  467 

No.  49,  petition  a  518 ;  order  passed  546 

No.  53,  petition  a  518 ;  order  passed  546 
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No.  55,  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  546 
No.  57,  petition  a  518 ;  order  passed  546 
No.  51,  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  546 
Nos.  1  to  25,  petition  a  568 
Telegraph  poles  :  a  535,  589 

Sewers  :  between  Quiuey  st.  and  Lawrence  av.,  petition  a  551 
Blue,  William — 

75  Preble  st.  (ward  15) ,  stable,  petition  a  93;  permit  a  112 
Board  of  aldermen — see  Aldermen 
Board  of  health — see  Health 
Boardman,  Arthur  F. — 

Merrimac  st.  near  Haymarket  sq  ,  injuries,  petition  a  297,  c  307 
Boardman,  Joseph  L. — 

Merrimac  st.  near  Haymarket  sq.,  damages  to  wagon,  petition  a 
297,  c  307 
Boardman,  William  P. — 

Appointed  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Bodwcll  street  (ward  20)  — 

Lamps :  a  59 
Bolan,  Harriet  A.  and  Alexander  Southworth — 

Petitions  in  favor  of  appointment  as  superintendent  of  Charles 
river  bridge  c  3913,  a  400 
Bolan,  Henry  A. — 

Elected  superintendent  Charles  river  bridge  a  458,  c  460 
Salary  to  Sept.  9  a  514,  c  523,  536 
Bolan,  Joel  R. — 

Elected  superintendent  Charles  river  bridge  e  148,  a  156 
Deceased,  pay  to  Joel  C.  Bolan  c  38:2,  390,  a  400 
Bolan,  John  0. — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Charles  river  bridge  a  388 
Boland,  Charles,  et  al.,  lamplighters — 

Restoration  of  pay,  petition  a  241 
Bolton  street — 

Sidewalks  :  between  F  and  Dorchester  sts.,  order  passed  a  367 
Grade  damages  :  at  310,  petitions  a  413,  514,  c  565,  a  568 ;  report 
referred  a  614;  at  29:!,  294,  petition  a  425;  order  passed  558 ; 
petition  a  551 
Bolton,  John  W.,  heirs  of— 

Commercial  st.,  widening,  S4100  damages  a  97 
Bonds  of  city  officers- 
Annual  examination  a  336,  c  337,  a  688,  c  692 
Boos,  Gabriel  T. — 

197  Shawmut  av.,  taxes  remitted,  estate  forfeited  a  112,  c  120 
Border  street — 

Wooden    building:    movement   from    64   Saratoga  St.,  petition 
a  327;  permit  367 
No.  17,  enlargement,  petition  a  365,  c  370 
No.  128,  erection,  petition  a  465,  c  475;  report  c  526,  a  533 
Boston  celebrations — 

Anniversary  (250th)  of  settlement  of  Boston— 

Topic  in  Mayor's  Address  referred  c  39,  a  41;  committee  a 

44,  c  49,  220,  228 ;  report  c  238 
Committee  of  arrangements  c  238,  a  243 
JJayor  invited  to  cooperate  with  committee  of  arrangements 

c  238, a  243 
$25000  appropriated  for  celebration  c  238,  a  243 
Holiday  to  city  employes  c  213,  a  427 
City  hall  and  departments  closed  c  423,  a  427 
$10000  additional    requested  a  429,  433,  c  436,  438,  a  442, 

444,  c  150 
Ice-water  on  Boston  common  c  455  a  457 
Representation  of  fire  department  authorized  a  457,  c  460 
Closing  of  streets  authorized  a  457,  467 
Closing  of  Faneuil  hall  market  authorized  a  457 
Steam-motor  in  trade  procession  a  443,  457,  465 
Observation  stand  c  462,  477 
Evening  concerts  c  463 
Extra  pay  for  laborers  a  471 
Resolutions  of  thanks  a  472,  c  475,  a  480 
Memorial  volume  a  473,  c  475,  a  480,  c  487,  504,  a  514 
Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  damages  a4b9,  c  502, 

526, a  533 
Resolutions  of  city  of  St.  John  a  545,  c  548 
$3000  additional  appropriation  a  573,  c  576,  a  587,  c  601 
Fourth  of  July — 

Order  for  celebration  c  207,  223,  a  243;  committee  a  213 
Additional  appropriations  c  324,  a  329,  c  347,  a  353,  c  355, 

364, a  365 
Mooring  boats  against  sea-wall  a  353,  c  355 
Faneuil  Hall  open  for  inspection  a  367 
Thanks  to  orator  a  388,  c  390 
Seventeenth  of  June — 

Celebration  c  123,  136,  a  139 
Holiday  c  324,  a  32'J 
Time  not  allowed  c  324 
Washington's  birthday — 

Order  to  commemorate  c  41,  57,  a  59 
Holiday  for  city  employes  c  41,  74 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Co. — 

Devon  st.  (ward  25),  erection  of  wooden  building,  petition  c  57, 
a  59;  permit  a  94,  c  99,  106;  stable,  petition  a  93;  permit  a 
112 
Grand  .Junction  wharf,  erection  of  wooden  building,  petition  a 

124,  c  130;  permit  c  173,  a  175;  petition  c  373,  a  383 
Albany  st.  between  Kueeland  and  Harvard  sts.,  sidewalk,  stone 
driveway,  petition  a  189;  permit  a  350 


Knecland  st.,  grading,  remonstrance  a  349;   permit  to  close 

Sept.  17  a  467 
Cellar  of  passenger  station,  petition  a  414;  permit  to  construct 

below  grade  429 
Marginal  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  514;  order  passed  574 
Lehigh  St.,  iron  pipe,  petition  a  607  ;  permit  650 
Boston  and  Brookline  Railroad  Co.  Associates — 

Application  for  route,  order  of  notice  a  448;  hearing  465;  re- 
ferred 465;  leave  to  withdraw  516;  notice  of  hearing,  etc., 
before  railroad  commissioners  518;  City  Solicitor  instructed 
to  appear  534 
Boston  and  Dorchester  Railroad  Co.  Associates — 

Application  for  route,  order  of  notice  a  448  ;  hearing  465  ;  re- 
ferred 465;  leave  to  withdraw  516  ;  notice  of  hearing,  etc. 
before  railroad  commissioners  51S;  city  solicitor  instructed 
to  appear  534 
Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Co.  et  al. — 

Minot  St.,  petition  that  name  be  not  changed  c  694,  a  700 
Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  Co. — 

Travers  street,  permit  to  close  Sept,  17  a  467 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Co. — ■ 

Columbus  ave.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  213 ;  order  passed  a  248 
Boston  Button  Co. — 

Steam  engine,  corner  Atlantic  av.  and  Oliver  St.,  petition  and 
order  notice  a  143  ;  hearing  a  189  ;  permit  a  211 
Boston  Cold  Storage  and  Freezing  Co. — 

24  Eastern  av.,  "  run  "  across  sidewalk,  permit  a  691 
Boston  Catholic  Cemetery  Association — 

Signs  at  corners  of  streets  in  West  Roxbury,  petition  a  413; 
permit  500 
Boston  Vive  Cents  Savings  Bank — 

Colby  place,  lamp,  petition  a  4S0 
Boston  Gaslight  Co. — 

Commercial  st.  widening  $49500  damages  a  388 
Boston  Hotels  Coach  Co.  et  al. — ■ 

Lanterns  on  coaches  a  468 
Boston  Machine  Company — 

CO  First  St.,  erection  of  wooden  building,  petition  a  139,  c  146  ; 
permit  c  173,  a  175 
Boston  Memorial  Society — 

Proposal  to  provide  two  drinking  fountains  a  413,  c  418 
Boston  Produce  Exchange — 

Lease  of  rooms  approved  a  514 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  Railroad  Co. — 

Marginal  st.,  wooden  building,  petition  c  188,  a  189  ;  permit 

c  23S, a  243 
Marginal  st.  near  Jeffries  st.  (ward  2),  wooden  building,  peti- 
tion a  349,  c  354;  permit  c  379,  a  383. 
Saratoga  st  (E.  B.) ,  culvert,  petition  a  454  ;  report  471 
Boston  street — 

From  Washington  street  to  Upham's  corner,  macadamizing  a  43 
From  Washington   village  to  TJpbam's  corner,  macadamizing 

a  43  ;  petition  to  put  in  order  a  155 
Petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 

Sprinkling  :  from  Swett  St.  to  Mt.  Vernon  st.  a  199 
Watering  :  petition  a  230 
Edgestones  :  petition  a  499  ;  order  passed  521 
Boston  Sugar  Refinery  — 

Webster  and  Marginal  sts.,  pipes  to  sugar  house,  petition 
a  241 
Track  :  across  Sumner  St.,  petition  a  629 ;  permit  650 
Boston  truckmen. — 

Atlantic  av.,  change  of  rail,  petition  a  139 
Boston  Turnverein — 

250th  anniversary  of  settlement  of  Boston,  resolution  of  thanks 
a  473, c  475 
Boston  Water  Power  Co. — ■ 

Restrictions  and  reservations  on  land,  petition  a  241,  c  249; 

leave  to  withdraw  a  499,  c  502 
Beacon  entrance  to  Back  Bay  park— see  Parks 
Exchange  of  land  on  Parker  st.  a  365,  c  370,  a  417,  e  419,  a  484, 

°4S7  ,      . 

Notice  respecting  parcel  of  Back  Bay  land,  southeasterly  side  of 
Huntington  av.,  between  West  Newton  st.  and  Boston  and 
Albany  Railroad,  c  421,  a  426;  order  referred  a  471,  c  475; 
report,  order  passed,  c  490,  504,  a  514 
Boston  Water  Works — 

Albany  St.,  temporary  occupation,  Stoughton  st..  nenr  Harrison 
av.,  temporary  closure,  petition  a  258;  permit  a 281 
Boston  Young  Meu's  Christian  Union,  et  al  — 

Farnsworth  st.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  276 
Bosworth  &  Hamlin — 

256  Federal  st.  (ward  12),  stable,  petition  a  213 
Bow  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Paving:  petition  a  443 
Bowditch,  Azell— 

645  Warren  St.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  109;  permit  a  128 
Bowditch,  J.  I.  et  al.— 

Pond  st.,  macadamizing,  petition  a  109;  order  passed  403 
Bowditch.  William  I.  et  al.,  trustees— 

Francis-st.  sewer,  S200  damages  a  402 
Bowdlear,  William  II.— 

20  and  22  Clifford  St.,  sidewalks,   petition  a  413;  order  passed 
447 
Bowdoin  avenue — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 
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Bowdoin  square — 

Barges,  etc. — see  Omnibuses 
Bowdoin  square  (ward  24)  — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  518 
Bowdoin  street  (ward 24)  — 
Stable:  petition  a  124 

Near  Union  av.,  petition  a  297;  permit  317 
Track:    Metropolitan   R.  Co.,  extension  from    Adams    st.    to 
Geneva  av.,  report  and  order  of  notice  a  350;  hearing  400; 
permit  416 
Bowe,  James  E. — 

G  St.,  nuisance,  petition  a  400,  c  405;  leave  to  withdraw  a  547, 

c548 
G  St.,  damages,  petition  a  568 

C  St.,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  sts.,  edgestones,  petition  a  568 
Bowker,  Horace  L. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  vinegar  a  241 
Bowker.  JohuE.,  councilman  (ward  16)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  fire  dept.  c  11 ;  public  buildings  11 
Seat  contested  c  6,  32 
Remarks  :  fire  alarms  419 
Bowker  street — 

Alteration  of  sidewalk  a  77 
Bowman,  Sylvester — 

847  Albany  St.,  stable,  petition  a  109;  permit  a  159 
Boyden,  Jason  H. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  leather  a  109;  upper  leather  209 
Boyle  Henry  P. — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Congress-st.  bridge  a  3S8 
Boylston  avenue  (ward  23)  — 

Poles:  petition  a  314;  permit  389 
Boylston  National  Bank — 

Corner   Gloucester  and  Newbury  sts.,   edgestones,  sidewalks, 
petition  a  533;  order  passed  558 
Boylston  street — 

Public   Library  site :  corner  Dartmouth  st.  a  63,  c  66,   a  276, 

c  283,  a  402,  414.  431,  c  436 
Poles  :  near  corner  Arlington  St.,  petition  a  518;  permit  534 
Lamp-posts:  Hotel  Brunswick,  permit  a  29;   petition  a  468; 

permit  483 
Sidewalk:  petition  a  518 

Triangular  lot :  petition  to  lay  out  as  public  square  a  518,  c  523 
Tracks  :  Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co.,  permit  a  618 
Boylston  street  (ward  23)  — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 
Poles  :  petition  a  314  ;  permit  389 
Brackett,  Samuel — ■ 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Brackett,  Samuel  E. — 

South  st.,  $8000  damages  a  300 
Bradford,  George- 
Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Warren  bridge  a  388 
Bradlee,  N.  J.  et  al.— 

Highland  St.,  sprinkling,  petition  a 213 
Bradley  Fertilizer  Company — 

East  Swett  st.,  wooden  building,  petition  a  43,  c  49  ;   permit 
c  106, a  110 
Bradley,  Ira — 

East  Dedham  St.,  reduction  in  price  of  land,  petition  a  468, 
c  475 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  499,  c  502 
Bradley  Richards,  trustee — 

Avery  street,  connection  of  buildings  by  foot-bridge  or  fire- 
escape,  petition  a  43  ;  report  inexpedient  a  127 
Bradley,  William  H. — 

Nominated  and  elected  superintendent  of  sewers  a  64,  c  87 
Bragg,  Mary  E. — 

5S  Clifford  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  383  ;  order  passed  404 
-Braman,  Joseph  B.  et  al. 

Market  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  124 
Braman,  Jarvis  D.  et  al. — 

Parker  st.,  petition  to  put  in  order  and  change  name  a  349 
Brauer,  Adolph,  et  al. — 

Petition  that  Baker  st.  (W.  R.)  be  put  in  proper  condition  for 
public  travel  a  26 
Brattle  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  174,  c  181 
Lamp  :  corner  Brattle  sq.,  petition  a  400,  425  ;  permit  467 
Brattle  square — 

Paving:  petition  a  349 :  order  passed 367 
Bray,  J.  E. — 

Rutherford  av.,  driveway  into  estate,  petition  a  297 
Breck,  Charles  Henry  Bass   alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  and  county  buildings 
12 ;  resigned  30 ;  lamps  12 ;  licenses  12  ;  assessors'  depart- 
ment 12;  claims  12;  common  12;  ordinances  12 ;  public 
parks  13  ;  inspection  of  prisons  15  ;  new  court  house  15  ; 
250th  anniversary  243  ;  fourth  of  July  243  ;  state  election 
returns  545 ;  regulation  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  556 
Elected :  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  29,  c  31,  55 
Remarks : 

Portrait  of  Rear  Admiral  Winslow  95 
City  hospital  111 

Burrill  claim  115,  144,  212,  300,  335,  367 
South  Boston  park  139 


Second  assistant  assessors  175 
Appropriation  bill  195 
Church  square  244 
Vandalism  on  public  garden  258 
New  court  house  262 

West  Roxbury  and  South  Boston  parks  267,  533 
Channel  for  Stony  brook  276 
Barrel  wagons  315,  328,  446 
Centre-street  sewer  333,  473 
Name  for  Back  Bay  park  335 
Telegraph  and  telephone  wires  353,  431 
Personal  explanation  353 
Inspector  of  vinegar  401 
Truants  and  absentees  from  school  401 
Plank  walk  on  Longwood  av.  545 
Free  soup  613 

Repeal  of  ordinance  relating  to  contracts  677 
Care  of  neglected  children  687 
Bremen  street — 

Lamps  :  petition  349 

Claims :  damages  to  barge,  petition  c  476,  a  480 
Brennan ,  John,  et  al. — 

Church  and  Mt.  Vernon  sts.  (ward  25),  lamps,  petition  a  327 
Brennan,  Thomas,  et  al. — 

Alger  st.,  lamps,  petition  a  468 
Brett,  Charles  G. — 

Appointel  public  weigher  a  314 
Brewer,  Charles,  et  al. — 

Orchard  st.  (W.  R.),  sewer,  petition  a  456  ;  remonstrance  465  ; 
order  notice  467 ;  hearing  468 
Bridges — 

Standing  committee  a  12 
Supplies  for  repairs, contract  authorized  a  64 
$3000  additional  appropriation,  a  127,  e  130,  a  143,  c  146 
Draw  tender,  petition  for  appointment  a  443 
Liabilities  of  steam  and  street  railroad  corporations — see  Legis- 
lative matters 
JVezc  bridge  to  Charlesiown — 
Special  committee  c  21,  a  26 
Report,  order  passed  to  petition  a  65  ;  reconsideration,  laid 

on  table  83  ;  passed  96,  c  99 
Memorial  from  Charlestown  Trade  and  Improvement  Associ- 
ation and  petition  e  91 
Committee  authorized  to  visit  other  cities  a  176,  c  181,  185, 
205  ;  authorized  to  report  in  print  a  574,  c  576 ;  report  a 
686  ;  referred  to  next  city  council  c  692,  a  700 
Beacon  St.,  building  authorized  a  416 
Brighton,  annual  report  supt.  a  14 
Broadway,  annual  report  supt.  a  14 

Supt.  nominated  a  127  ;  elected  e  148,  a  156  ;  assistant  ap- 
pointed a  388 
Repairs  authorized  a  388 
Closed  for  examination  a  520 
Broadway  extension,  bridge  over  Boston  and  Albany  R.R.  a 

483, 650 
Berkeley  st.,  repairs  a  403 

Canal,  annual  report  of  commissioner  c  32  ;  commissioner  ap- 
pointed a  125 
Chelsea  St.,  annual  report  supt.  a  14,  62 

Supt.  nominated  a  127  ;  petitions  a  143,  518  ;  elected  e  148, 
a  156 
Columbus  av.,  repairs  a  403 

Chelsea,  supts.  nominated  and  elected  a  126;  assistant  appointed 
388 
Supt.  north  draw,  orders   to  nominate  and  fix  salary,  a 
403 ;   nomination    and    election    a    471 ;     salary — see 
Salaries 
Widening,  etc.,  order  to  petition  a  47,  c  49 
Rebuilding,  orders  passed  a  318,  c  319,  310,  a  367 
Telegraph  poles,  petition  a  663 
Congress  st.,  annual  report  supt.  a  28 

Supt.   nominated  a  127  ;  elected  c  148,  a  156 ;  assistant  ap- 
pointed 388 
Telegraph  poles,  petition  a  349 
Closing  a  500 
Cragie's — see  Canal 

Cambridge  St.,  supt.  nominated  and  elected  a  126  ;  assistant  ap- 
pointed 3S8 
Repair  authorized  a  514 
Charles  river,  annual  report  supt.  a  62 

Supt    nominated  a  127  :  elected  c  148,  a  156  ;  deceased,  pay 
authorized  c 382, 390,  a 400  ;  vacancy,  order  to  nominate 
a  403;  petitions  c  396,  a  400;  election  a  458,  c  460; 
salary  to  Sept.  9,  a  514,  c  523,  536 
Assistant  supt.  appointed  a  3S8 
Dover  St.,  annual  report  supt.  a  14 

Supt.  nominated  a  127  ;  elected  c  148,  a  156;  assistant  ap- 
pointed 388 
Telephone  poles  a  589 
Dartmouth  St.,  repairs  a  403 
Essex  St.,  supt.  nominated  and  elected  a  126 

Repairs  authorized  a  388 
Federal  St.,  annual  report  supt.  a  14 

Supt.  nominated  a  127  ;  elected  c  14S,  a  156;  assistant  ap 

pointed  388 
Sidewalk,  order  passed  a  558 
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Ferdinand  St.,  repairs  a  403 

Granite,  supt.  nominated  and  elected  a  126 

Huntington  av.,  repairs  a  403 

Maiden,  supt.  nominated  a  127 ;  elected  c  148,  a  156  ;  assistant 

appointed  38s 
Marginal  St.,  annual  report  supt.  a  14 

Meridian  St.,  annual  report  supt.  a  14  ;  supt.  nominated  a  127  ; 
petition  143;  elected  c  148,  a  156,  c  160;  assistant  ap- 
pointed 388 
Metropolitan  It.  R.  Co.,  tracks,  petition  a  59  ;  report,  order 

notice  447;  hearing  465  ;  order  passed  521 
Telephone  poles,  permit  a  335 
Mt.  Washington   av.,  annual  report  supt.   a  14  ;    supt.  nom- 
inated a  127  ;    petitions  c  136,  a  143,  c  148  ;    elected 
c  148,  a  156  ;  assistant  appointed  388 
Repairs  authorized  a  431 
Neponset,  supt.  nominated  and  elected  a  126 

Telephone  poles  a  589 
North  Beacon  St.,  supt.  nominated  and  elected  a  126 
North  Harvard  St.,  supt.  nominated  and  elected  a  126  ;  assistant 

appointed  388 
Northern  av.,  construction,  petition  a  499,  c  502 
Prison  point,   annual  report  of  commissioner  c  32  ;  commis- 
sioner nominated  and  elected  a  127,  c  136 
West  Boston,  annual  report  of  commissioner  c  32  ;  commissioner 
appointed  a  125 
Claims :  persona!  injuries  a  93,  c  99 
"       Western  av.  to  Cambridge,  S200  for  widening  and   repairs   a 
112  ;  supt.  nominated  and  elected    a    126  ;  assistant    ap- 
pointed 388 
Western  av.  to  Watertown,  supt.   nominated  and  elected  a  126 
Warren,  supt.  nominated  a  127  ;  elected  c  148,  a  156  ;   assistant 
appointed  388 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  276,  c  283;  a  327,  e  337  ;  a  429, 

c  436  ;  a  465,  c  475  ;  a  551,  c  559 
Telephone  fixtures,  petition  a  499 ;  permit  514 
West  Chester  park,  repairs  a  403 
Brigham,  William  E.  et  al. — 

Prince  st.  (ward  23) ,  lamps,  petition  a  533 
Brighton  avenue — 

Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Co.,  attachment  of  wire  to  fire-alarm 

poles,  leave  to  withdraw  a  47,  c  49 
Macadamizing  a  59 

Claims :  for  damages  a  77,  c  86,  a  246,  c  249 
Sidewalk:  from  Harvard  to  St.  Paul  sts.,  petition  a  93  ;  order 

passed  483 
Corner  Auburn  St..  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  a  174 
Sprinkling  :  from  Beacon  st.  to  B.  &  A.  R.  bridge  a  199 
Crossing  :  petition  a  443  ;  report  467 
Stable  :  corner  Market  st. ,  petition  a  499 ;  permit  515 
Brighton  street  (Charlestown) — 

Sidewalk  :  No.  15,  petition  a  443;  order  passed  458 
No.  17,  petition  a  468  ;  order  passed  500 
Brighton  street  (ward  8)  — 

Claims :  personal   injuries,   damages   to  vehicle,  petition   a  586, 
c  601 
Brighton,  town  of— 

Accounts  of  late  treasurer,  and  bill  for  services,  a  124,  c  130,  a 
402,  c  405,  a  416,  c  419 
Brimbecom,  Nathaniel,  councilman  (ward  18)  — 
Oaths  of  office  ] 

Appointed  :  committee  on  salaries  c  11 ;  Stony  brook  11 
Remarks ; 

250th  anniversary  478 
Salary  superinteudent  Chelsea  bridge  670 
Brimmer,  Martin — 

Atlantic  av.  and  South  Market  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  241 
Brimmer  street — 

Telephone  poles :  petition  a  327;  report  and  order  of  notice  367 ; 
hearing  postponed  400,  426;  leave  to  withdraw  457 
Briutnall,  Benjamin,  councilman  (ward  3)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  public  buildings  ell;  new  bridge  to 

Charlestown  o  21 
Elected  :  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  29  c  31,  55 
Resignation  256 
Broad  street — 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.,  tracks  a  155,  213,  247 
Broadway — 

Extension  a  84,  c  86, 108, 122,  a  125, 143,  c  146, 166,  a  349,  c  354, 
a  366,  o  373,  382,  a  383 
Damages  a  429,  446 

Damages,  petition  a  480;  leave  to  withdraw  515 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  109,  e  120,  a  352,  c  354,  a  629,  c  635, 

652,  a  663 
Sidewalk  :  estate  corner  M  St.,  order  passed  a  248 
Passenger  wagon;  corner  Dorchester  St.   to  Oakland  gardens, 

petition  a  314;  permit  352 
Bridge  :  over  Boston  &  Albany  R.R.  a  483,  650 
Broderick,  James — 

Commercial  st.  widening,  grade  damages,  petition  a  663 
Brogie,  Thomas — 

Tremont  st.  (ward  25),  stable  a  30 
Brook  avenue- 
Reconveyance  of  land  a  258 
Sidewalks:  at  32,  petition  a  499;  order  passed  574 


Brookline  avenue — 

Confirmatory  deed  of  land  c  18,  a  26,  97,  c  106 

Winnisimmet  Co.,  release  of  lands  a  64,  c  67 

Sprinkling:  from  Beacon  St.  to  Maple  av.  a  199;  from  Maple 

av. a  199 
Crosswalks :  petition  a  209;  report  a  217 
Brookline  Gas  Light  Co. — ■ 

Contract  authorized  a  352 
Brooks,  George  H.  et  al. — 

Faneuil  st.  (ward  25),  petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 
Brooks,  G.  P.— 

Dudley  st.  (Upham's  Corner) ,  druggist's  mortar,  petition  a  456, 
c  460 ;  report  a  472 
Brooks,  William  1'. — 

Appointed:  superintendent  of  Faneuil   Sill  a  59;  inspector  of 
provisions  at  large  a  93 
Brooks  street  (ward  1)  — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  to  No.  28  a  174 
Stable  :  petition  a  213;  leave  to  withdraw  335 
Brown  avenue — 

Junction  of  Florence  st.  widening,  damages  a  463 
Brown,  Alfred  S.,  councilman  (ward  23) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  public  buildings  c  11;  public  insti- 
tutions 11 ;  Stony  brook  11 
Elected :  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  a  44,  c  55 
Remarks : 

Commonwealth  av.  74 
Appropriation  bill  185 
Death  of  Joseph  Keuney203 
Resignation  of  councilman  Brintnall  256 
Stony  brook  272,  354 
Charlestown  almshouse  284 
Law  department  394 
Pay  of  laborers  409 
Repairs  on  the  council  chamber  477 
Public  parks  513 
Purchase  of  land  on  Clay  st.  532 
Treatment  of  the  poor  673 
Brown,  Atherton  T. — 

Mt.  Pleasant  av. ,  removal  of  trees,  authorized  a  29 
Corner  Mt.  Pleasant  av.  and  Fair-land  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk, 
petition  a  241 
Brown,  Edwin  Y. — 

Appointed:  public   weigher  a  125;   inspector  and  weigher  of 
bundle  hay  a  125 
Brown,  F.  Barton — 

50  Telegraph  St.,  sidewalks,  report  and  order  a  179 
Brown,  Henry  A. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  stall  87,  a  630 
Brown,  John  A. — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  East  Boston  scales  a  189 
Brown,  Mortimer — 

Neponset  av. ,  permit  to  occupy  sidewalk  a  198 
Brown,  Moses  P.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Brown,  Ruth  C. — 

119  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  230;  order  passed 
a  248 
Brown,  T.  C. — 

Englewood  av.,  Brighton,  plank  walk,  petition  a  13 
Brown,  W  L.— 

Forest  Hill  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  425;  order  passed  447 
Browne,  Andrew  J. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Browne,  Charles,  heirs  of — 

Lincoln  St.,  widening,  $6412.50  damages  a  144 
Browne,  Edward  I.,  trustee — 

407-409  Washington  St.,  sewer  assessment,  petition  a  124  ;  re- 
port a  144 
Browne,  Edward  I.  et  al. — 

Lincoln  st.,  steam  tunnel,  petition  a  365  ;  permit  389,  416 
Brownrigg,  Jane— 

Commercial-st.  widening,  $5400  damages  a  111 
Bryant,  John — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161,  a  175,  c  182 
Bryant,  John  D.,  trustee — 

Centre  and  Pond  sts.,  sewer  assessment  a  144 
Buckingham  street — 

Stable  :  petition  a  443;  permit  458;  petition  a  465 
Bu-bee,  C.  M.— 

Commercial  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  139 
Buildings — [see  also  Schools]  — 
Public  buildings — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Furniture,  repairs,  etc.  authorized  a  30,  c  31,  54 

James   C.  Tucker   nominated  and  elected   superintendent 

a  64, c  87 
Annual  report  of  superintendent  c  55 
Iron  doors,  office  of  city  registrar  a  48,  c  49 
City  Hall,  numbering  rooms  e  92,  122,  a  125 

Ventilation  of  aldermanie  chamber  a  177,  c  181 
Location  of  departments  c  673;   indefinitely  postponed 
a  678  ;    orders  and  resolve  passed  c  695 
East  Boston  high  school  and  municipal  court  c  207,  a  211, 
300,  c  307,  a  315,  366,  389,  666,  c  670 
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Armory  building  a  389,  c  390,  410,  606,  a  613 

Sale  of  school-house  lots  c  410,  a  415 

Free  use  of  ward-rooms  a  416,  c  418 

Repairs  on  the  council  chamber  c  476,  a  480,  c  532 

Use  of  ward-room  iu  ward  3,  petition  a  663,  c  670 ;   permit 
c  695, a  700 
Faneuil  Hall — 

Standing  committee  a  12,  29 

William  F.  Brooks  appointed  superintendent  a  59 

Portraits  a  247,  c  249,  a  258,  c  295,  307 

Portrait  of  rear-admiralWinslow  a  95, 145,  c  146,166,  a  177, 
c  181,  201 

Free  use  a  416 

Petitions  for  use  of  a  15, 174,  241,  297,  349,  425,  443,  456 

Permits  for  use  of  a  15,  212,  247,  300,  336,  367,  447, 467, 483, 
500,534,546 
County  buildings — 

Standing  committee  a  12,  29 

Repairs  and  furniture  authorized  a  48 

George  E.  Niles,  trustee,  claim  for  loss  and  rent  for  property 
taken  for  court-house  a  93 

New  court-house — see  County  of  Suffolk 
Survey  and  inspection  of  buildings — 

•Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  13 

Topics  in  Mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 

Fire  in  Federal  and  Devonshire  sts.  c  21,  a  26 

Annual  report  a  115 

Clerical  assistance,  purchase  of  supplies,  and  other  ex- 
penses authorized  a  212,  c  220 

Examination  of  manufacturing  establishments  a  353,  c  354, 
373,  396,  398,  407,  410,  a  415,  e  419,  424 

Semi-annual  report  a  3S3 

Permits  during  vacation  a  3S8,  c  390 

.John  S.  Damrell  appointed  inspector  a  518,  c  523 

Additional  inspectors  c  535,  a  586 

Petition  for  change  in  building  laws  a  665,  c  670 
Wooden  buildings — erection,  alteration,  etc. — 

*'  Certain  wooden  buildings, ,J  erection,  petition  c  636,  a  663 

Alford  St.,  extension,  petition  c  565,  a  568 

A  st.  erection,  petition  c  694,  a  700 

Burnham's   whf.  erection  c  256,  a  258  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 

Blue  Hill  av.  corner  Central  av.  (ward  24) ,  erection,  permit 
a  350, c  354 

Border  st.  No.  17,  enlargement,  petition  a  365,  c  370 

Border  st.   No.  128,  erection,  petition  a  465,  c  475  ;  report 
c  526, a  533 

Bay-State  wharf,  334-374  Albany   st.,  erection,  petition 
a  468,  c  475  ;  permit  c  526,  a  533 

Cambridge  St.  a  13,  c  16 

Columbia  st.  a  59,  e  66,  a  94,  c  99, 106 

Commercial  st.,  (ward  6) ,  a  109, 127 

Chelsea  st.,  enlargement,  Beacon  Oil  Co.  a  175,  c  181,  a  209, 
c  220,  238,  a  243 

Cary  opposite  Riverside  st.  (ward  19),  a 209,  c 220,  238,  a  243 

Chelsea  near  Centre  St.  (ward  1) ,  enlargement,  petition  a 
349,  c  354  ;  permit  c  379,  a  383 

Cambridge  St.  rear,  opposite  Brighton  St.  (ward  4),  enlarge- 
ment, petition  a  365,  c  370  ;  permit  a  402,  c  405 

Commonwealth  fiats,  Fort  Point  Channel  (ward  13),  erec- 
tion, petition  e  475,  a  4S0  :  permit  c  526,  a  533 

Chaucer  st.   (nearly   opposite)   erection,  petition  c    536, 
a  543 

Chelsea  near  Glendon  st.  erection,  petition  a  543,  c  548 

Cambridge  rear  Everett  st.  (ward  25),  erection,  petition  a 
586, c  601 

Devon  near  Fourth  st.  (ward  25) ,  a  94.  c  99. 106,  a  126 

IN-von  corner  Fourth  St.  (ward  25),  a  109,  c  120,  a  126,  c  130 

Ease  Swett  st.  a  43,  c  49,  a  11     j 

Everett  st.  (ward  2),  No.  47,  extension,  petition  a  276,  c 
283 ;  report  a  350,  c  354 ;  removal,  permit  a  521 

East  Sixth  st.  City  Point  (ward  14),  erection,  petition  a 327, 
c  337  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 

Everett  st.  (ward  2),  No.  45,  erection,  petition  c  346 

East  Third  near  K  st.  erection,  petition  c  373,  a  383 

East  Fifth  st.  No.  779,  enlargement,  petition  c  475,  a  480; 
permit  c  526,  a  533 

F  st.  a  59,  c  66,  a  126,  c  130 

First  st.  No.  60,  a  139,  c  146, 173,  a  175 

Forest  Hills  st.  near  Washington  st.  (ward  23),  a  209,  c  220, 
238, a  243 

Foundry  st.  (ward  13),  corner  Dorchester  a  v.  erection,  peti- 
tion a  327,  c  337  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 

Foundry  nearly  opposite  Division  st.  near  West  Fourth  St. 
erection,  petition  a  551,  c  559 

Farnham  near  Gerard  St.,  petition  a 613,  c  621 

Front  st.  rear  near  Union  st.  (ward  5),  erection,  petition  a 
663. c  670 

Grand  Junction  wharf  a  124,  c  130, 173,  a  175 

Grand  Junction  wharf,  erection,  petition  c  373,  a  383 

Geneva  av.  (ward  24),  erection,  petition  a  543,  c  548 

Kendrick,  rear   Lake  st.    (ward  25),  wooden  addition  to 
building,  petition  c  5S1,  a  586,  591,  e  601 

Longwood  av.  between  Nos.  93  &  97,  a  109,  c  120,  a  120, 
cl.30 

Longwood  av.  opposite  Worthington  st.,  enlargement,  peti- 
tion c  475,  a  480 ;  permit  c  526,  a  533 


Marginal  St.,  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn   It.  Co.,  ex- 
tension c  1S8,  a  189,  c  238,  a  213,  c  379,  a  383 
Mt.  Pleasant  av.  (ward  20),  No.  11,  erection,  petition  a  327, 

c  337  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
Marginal   near  Jeffries  st.  I  ward  2),  enlargement,  petition 

a  349, c  354 
Market  near  Winship   St.  erection,  petition  a  465,  c  475  : 

permit  c  526,  a  533 
Market  St.,  rear,  near  Western  av.,  erection,  petition  a 465, 

c  475;  permit  a  471 
Market  st.  rear  Winship  av.  ( ward  25),  erection,  petition  c  601 
North  Beacon  St.  opposite    Lyman  av.,   erection,  petition 

a  465,  c  475  ;  permit  c  526,  a  533 
North  Beacon  near  Cambridge  st.  (ward  25), wooden  addition 

to  building,  petition  c  601 
P  and  Kast  first  sts.  (ward  14),  a  124,  c  130,  173,  a  175 
Park  st.  near  Pelton  st.  (ward  23),  erection,  petition  a465, 

c  475  ;  permit  c  526,  a  533 
Pope  St.  near  Moore  St.  (ward  1),  erection,  petition  a  518 
Rutherford  av.  (ward  5),  erection,  petition  a  327,  c   3,7; 

permit  a  350,  c  354 
Riverside  st.  No.  20-22,  wooden  addition  to  building,  peti- 
tion a  591, c  601 
South  near  Magazine  st.  (ward  20),  a  43.  c  49, 106 
Stearns  wharf,  Albany  St.  a  93,  c  99,  a  126,  c  130 
Sumner  st.  (ward  2),  No.   73-79,  erection,  petition  a  629, 

c  635,  694,  a  700. 
Walden  st.  (ward  22),  a  109 

Washington  near  Euclid  St.  a  124.  c  130,  173,  a  175 
Williams  st.  (ward  5),  No.  26,  extension,  petition  a   297, 

c  307 ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
West   Broadway    (ward  13),   No.  287,   extension,   petition 

a  297,  c  307  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
West  Fourth  st.  near  O.C.R.R.  (ward  13), erection,  petition 

a  327,  c  337  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
Water  st.   (ward  5),   No.  62,  wooden  addition  to  building, 

petition  c  565,  a568 
Water  st.  (ward  5  J,  No.  63,  erection,  petition  a  629,  c  635 
Wooden  buildings — removals : 

"Certain  wooden  buildings,"  permit  to  move  a  317,  458, 

471,483,574 
Bennington  No.  232  to  28  Brooks  st.  (ward  1)  a  174 
Blue  Hill  av.  junction  with  Norfolk  St.  to  Milton  line  (ward 

24),  petition  a  327  :  permit  350 
Commercial  St.  No.  450  to  7  Henchman  St.,  petition  a  297 
Chelsea  to  Curtis  cor.  Pope  St.,  petition  a  468 
Chester  park  and  Boston   &   Albany  R.R.    (ward  11),  to 

Rogers  av.  near  Bay  View  place    (ward  22),   petition  a 

543;  permit  55S 
Centre  st.  No.  20S  to  near  Ilighland  st.  (ward  21),  petition 

a  568;  permit  589 
Dudley  No.  321  to  Langdon  st.,  permit  a  416 
Dudley  st.  across,  permit  a  447 

Dorchester  av.  to  Adams  st.  (ward  24).  petition  a  241 ;    per- 
mit 483 
East  Chester  park  near  Washington  st.   to  East  Chester 

park  near  Swett  St.  a  155, 179 
East  Second  No.  912  to  rear  582  East  Third  st.  a  209,  217 
East  Fourth  near  II  st.  to  East  Broadway  opposite  horse- 
car  stables  a  276 
East  Sixth  St.  No.  879  across  street,  petition  a  499;  permit 

521 
Everett  St.  (ward  2).  petition  a  518 
First  to  N  st.  a  59,  85 

Foundry  St.  (ward  13),  petition  a  51S;  permit  534 
Hampshire  to  Vernon  St.  a  124 
Howard  st.  (ward  20)  a  248 

Hampshire  No.  87  and  89  to  Mahan  av.  (ward  19)  a  25S 
Henchman  st.  No.  29  to  No.  7  a  297 

Harrison  av.  No.  454,  200  ft.,  petition  a  443;  permit  456 
Marginal   St.   (Grand   Junction)   to  No.  301  Marginal  St., 

petition  a  383;  permit  404 
Marginal  st.  No.  119  to  124,  petition  a  465 
Northampton  St.  No.  728  to  Albany  st.  (ward  18),  petition 

a  586;  permit  650 
Princeton  st.  No.  24S  to  232  Bennington  st.  a  155, 179 
P  st.  No.  14  to  No.  61,  a  209,  217 
P  St.  near  E.ist  Second  st.  to  No.  532  East  Third  st.  a  209, 

217 
Plympton  near  Albany  st.   to  street  near  Harrison  av. 

a  209,  24S 
Putnam  No.  90  to  103  Porter  st.  (ward  1),  petition  a  591 

permit  650 
Saratoga  St.  No.  64  to  Border  near  Lexington  St.,  petition 

a  327  ;  permit  367 
Saratoga  opposite   Curtis  st.   to   Curtis  corner  Pope  St., 

petition  a  488 
Union   av.  to   Washington  st.   (ward  23),  petition  a  443; 

permit  458 
Washington  to  Gibson  st.  (ward  24),  a  109,  159 
Washington  to  Parkman  st.  (ward  24),  a  124,  159,  24S 
Washington  to  Capen  st.  (ward  24),  a  209,  248 
Webster  St.  (ward  2) ,  No.  221  to  287,  petition  a  443 
Webster  No.  227  to  Marginal  near  Jeffries  St.,  petition  a  4"j8 
Western  av.  near  North  Harvard  St.  to  North  Harvard  st. 
(rear)  near  Western  av.  (ward  25),  permit  a  416 
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West  First  St.  (ward  14),  No.  370  to  West  First  comer  F 

st.  (ward  13),  petition  a  241 ;  permit  483 
West  Seventh  near  B  st.  to  28  West  Seventh  st.  a  174 
Bulfinch,  Francis  V. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Bulfinch  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  383 
Bullard,  B.  F.  S.  et  al.— 

Junction  of  Cabot  and  Culvert  sts.,  crosswalks,  report  a  248 
Bullard,  Elea/.er,  et  al. — 

Pearl  st.  (Dorchester),  sewer,  petition  a  533 ;  order  notice  534 ; 
hearing  543  ;  order  passed  547 
Bullard,  J.  0.— 

Western  av.,  relocation  at  Brighton,  $180  damages  a  688 
Bullock,  C.  K.  et  al. — 

Holbrook  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  468 
Bunker  Hill  street — 

Middlesex  Railroad  Co,,  tracks  a  43 

Crosswalks:  from  Moulton  St.,  petition  a  124 
At  Pearl  St.,  petition  a  174 
From  Marion  st.,  petition  c  410,  a  413 

Sidewalks:  from  Tufts  to  Everett  st.,  petition  a  518 
Burcham,  Charles — 

Appointed  constable  a 456 
Burch  street  (W.R.)  — 

Grading,  petition  a  26 
Burgess,  N.  11. — 

779  East  Fifth   st.  (ward  14),  wooden  building,  petition  c  475, 
a  480 ;  permit  c  526,  a  533 
Burke,  Michael — 

Sumner  st.    near  Jeffries  st.  (ward  2),  stable,  petition  a  400; 
permit  415 
Burke,  Thomas  F. — 

Chelsea  bridge,  petition  for  appointment  as  superintendent  a  518 
Burkhardt,  G.  F.— 

Parker  st.,  projection  of  platform  upon  sidewalk,  petition  a  59; 
permit  a  85 
Burnett,  Joseph,  et  al. — 

Foster  st.  sewer,  petition  a  514;  order  passed  520 
Burnett,  Mary  Jane — 

Curtis  cor.  Pope  st.  (ward  1), stable,  petition  a  514;  permit  534 
Burnham,  Allan  W. — 

Appointed:   measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  139;  public  weigher 
a  139 
Burnham,  Choate — 

Ninth  and  Lowland  sts.,  macadamizing,  edgestones,  petition  a  97 
Burnham,  C.  &  Son — 

Burnham's  wharf,  wooden  building,  petition  c  256;  permit  a 
350, c  354 
Burnham,  Reuben  A. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Burnham's  wharf  (ward  15) — 

Wooden  building:  petition  to  erect  c  256,  a25S;  permit  a  350, 
c354 
Burns,  T.  J. — 

Appointed  field  driver  and  pound  keeper  a  214,  c  222 
Burrell,  Isaac  S.— 

Elected  street  commissioner  a  665 
Burrill,  Adoniram — 

East  Third  St.,  taxes  remitted,  estate  forfeited  a  112,  c  120 
Burrill,  Charles — 

Claim  for  services  rendered  and  money  expended  in  1864  a  115, 
126, 144,  212,  245,  300,  318,  335,  367,  c  373,  a  688,  c  692 
Burroughs  street — 

Sewer  :  abatement  a  47,  9S,  335 
Assessment  a  98 

Crosswalk  :  petition  a  241 

Sidewalks:  petition  a  413  ;  order  passed 467 

Poles  :  remonstrance  a  533 

Stable  :  petition  a  543;  permit  574 
Burt,  George  L. — 

Elected  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  c  222,  a  230 
Burt.  J.H.  &  Co.— 

Blue   Hill  av.  near  Oakland  St.,  stable,  petition  a  414  ;  permit 
429 
Burt.  J.  H.,  Sumner  A.  &  George  L. — 

Norfolk  st.  at  Blue  Hill  av.,  widening,  damages,  petition  a  587 
Burwell,  George — 

Charter  St.,  druggist's  mortar  a  13,  29 
Butcher's  Slaughtering  and  Melting  Association — 

Market  st.  (ward  25) ,  stable,  petition  a  442 ;  permit  446 

Market  St.  near  Winship  st.,  erection  of  wooden  building,  peti- 
tion a  465,  c  475  ;  permit  c  526,  a  533 

Market  St.  rear  Winship  av.,  wooden  building,  petition  c  601 
Butler  John  E. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Butler,  William  F.— 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 

C  street  — 

Sidewalk :  corner  Seventh  St.,  order  passed  a  317 
Fldgcstone,  sidewalk :  at  139,  petition  a  365  ;  order  passed  404 
Sewer:  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  sts.,  petition  a  425 
Edgestones :  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  sts.,  petition  a  568 

Cabot  street- 
Stable  :  No.  170,  petition  a  124 


Nos.  215,  217 — see  Culvert  place 
Crosswalk  :  junction  of  Culvert  St.,  report  a  248 

At  Dallas  pi.,  petition  a  258 ;  report  534 
Sprinkling :  near  Linden  park  a  258 

Edgestones,  sidewalk :  at  227,  petition  a  400 ;  order  passed  416 
Petition  a  425 ;  order  passed  447 
No.  229,  order  passed  a  500 
Caddigan,  John  J . — 

Elected  weigher  and  inspector  of  lighters  a  197,  c  201,  225 
Caldwell,  Joseph,  alderman — 
Elected  and  qualified  327 

Appointed:  committee  on  couuty  accounts,  licenses,  markets, 
state  aid,  assessors'  department,  East  Boston  ferries, harbor, 
health,  overseers  of  poor,  public  instruction,  surveyors' 
department,  treatment  of  the  poor,  Charlestown  bridge  327 ; 
reducing  number  of  constables  415 
Remarks : 

250th  anniversary  435 

Discharging  cargo  in  harbor  467 

Inspectors  of  election  482 

Charlestown  almshouse  482 

Constitutional   amendment  abolishing  tax  qualification  of 

voters  553 
Telegraph  and  telephone  wires  555 
Public  clock  in  Dorchester  557 
New  court-house  336,  599,  607 
Free  soup  613 
City  point  park  631 

Transfer  of  powers  to  overseers  of  poor  676,  701 
New  bridge  to  Charlestown  687 
Care  of  neglected  children  688 
Calef,  George  W.— 

Barges  from  Bowdoin  square  to  Litchfield's  wharf,  etc.,  petition 
a  139;  permit  a  176 
Call  street  (West  Roxbury)— 

Edgestones:  petition  a  209;  order  passed  a  248 
Poles  :  petition  a  591 ;  permit  631 
Callahan,  Cornelius  J. — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Congress  st.  bridge  a 
388 
Callahan,  Jeremiah  J. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  189 
Callahan,  Matthew  J.— 

Elected  superintendent  Congress  st.  bridge  c  149,  a  156 
Callahan,  Thomas  F. — 

Conditional  release  on  probation  a  501 
Callender  B.  et  al. — 

Walnut  av.  near  Elmore  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  327 
Calnan,  P.  J. — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Charlestown,  petition  a  189;  permit  a  212 
Cambell,  Patrick — 

Taylor  st.   (ward  24,  Neponset),  stable,  petition  a  499:  leave 
to  withdraw  664 
Cambridge  and  South  Boston  Railroad  Associates- 
Application  for  route,  order  of  notice  a  425 ;  hearing  456 ;  re- 
ferred 465;  leave  to  withdraw  516;  notice  of  bearing,  etc., 
before  railroad  commissioners  518;  city  solicitor  instructed 
to  appear  534 
Cambridge  street — 

Claims:   personal  injuries  a  26,  c  31;  injury  to  horse,  corner 

Joy  St.,  petition  c  322 
Tracks :  connection  of  tracks  on  Charles  St.,  permit  a  618 
Cambridge  street  (Charlestown) — 
$91.60  for  land  taken  a  246 

Tracks:  Middlesex  Railroad  Co.,  petition  a  297;  report  and  or- 
der of  notice  367;  hearing  400;  permit  430 
Wooden  building  :  opposite  Brighton  St.,  enlargement,  petition 

a  B65,  c  370;  permit  a  402,  c  405 
Widening:  damages  a  415 

Edgestones,  etc.  :  abatements  and  reassessments  a  467 
Cambridge  street  (ward  25) — 

Crossings  :  petition  a  13  ;  petition  a  59  ;  report  483 
Sewer  :  abatements  a  112,  472,  558 
Sprinkling  :  "  portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Wooden  buildings  :  enlargement,  petition  a  13,  c  16  ;  permit  a 
47,  e  49 

Erection,  rear  Everett  St.,  petition  a  586,  c  601 
Stable  :  opposite  Beacon  park,  petition  a  676 
Camden  street — 

Sewer:  from   line  of  Columbus  av.  extended  to  Tremont  St., 

petition  a  213 ;  hearing  276  ;  order  passed  a  282 
Grade:  between  Tremont  St.  and  Providence  It.,  petition  c  548, 
a  554 ;  report  a  614, c  621 
Campbell,  Mary — 

11  Everett  St.,  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  a  65 
Campbell,  W.  A.— 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  209 
Canfield,  Thomas — 

Injuries  to  team,  petition  a  26,  c  31 
Canning,  Samuel,  jr. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Canterbury  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 

Lamps  :  from  Walk  Hill  st.  to  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  a  349 
Capen,  Aaron  D. — 

River  St.  ward  24,  grade  damages,  petition  a  514 
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Capen  street — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  355,  568 
Carew,  Jeremiah- 
Old  Colony  U.  tracks,  damages,  petition  and  order  of  notice  a 
244  ;  hearing  a  297 
Carey  Dennis  A. — ■ 

Brattle  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  174,  c  181 
Carey  street — 

Sidewalks  :  No.  12-20,  petition  a  613 
Carney,  James— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  314 
Carney,  Mary— 

590  East  Fourth  St.,  sidewalks, report  and  order  al98 
Carpenter,  Williaui — 

Mercantile  st.,  grading,  paving,  petition  a  241 
Carr,  Charles  H. — 

Dorchester  av.,   sewer,  damages,  petition  a  468,  c  475;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  690,  c  692 
Carr,  J  C— 

Deceased,   pension  due,  communication   from  mayor  referred 
a  426,  c 436 ;  order  passed  a  467, c  475 
Carson,  Howard  A. — 

Excavating  machinery,  purchase  of  right  to  use  a  199,  c  200, 
224, a  243 
Carter,  Thomas  W. — 

Albany  St.,  reduction  of  rent  of  wharf  property,  petition  a  297, 
c  307 ;  order  passed  a  366,  c  370 
Carter,  William  E.  S.  - 

Appointed  constable  a  258 
Carven,  John — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161,  a  175,  c  182 
Cary,  J  II.  et  al. — 

New  Williams  street,  grading,  petition  a  43 
Cary,  William  H.— 

Appointed :  surveyor  of  marble,  soapstone  and  freestone  a  125; 
public  weigher  a  125 
Cary  street  (ward  19) 

Opposite  Riverside  St.,  erection  of  wooden  building  a  209,  c  220, 
238,  243 
Casson,  John  I. — 

24  Brooks  st.  (ward  2),  stable,  petition  a  213;  leave  to  with- 
draw 335 
Castle  street — 

Sidewalk:  petition  a  213;  order  passed  a  248;  petition  a 443; 
order  passed  458 
Caton ,  Asa  Harden ,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  improved  sewerage  a  2;  licenses  12; 
steam  engines  12;  fuel  12;  health  12;  overseers  of  poor  12; 
survey  and  inspection  of  buildings  13;  pay  of  laborers  26; 
new  court-house  15;  auditor's  estimates  125;  250th  anni- 
versary 243;  fourth  of  July  243;  state  election  returns  545; 
regulation  of  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  556;  municipal 
election  returns  650 
Remarks : 

Waste  of  water  83 

City  hospital  111 

Swett  st.  lime  kiln  139 

Sherwin  school-house  141 

South  Boston  Railroad  stable  174 

Appropriation  bill  196 

Pay  of  laborers  197,  217,  304 

Telegraph  and  telephone  lines  261,  555 

West  Roxbury  and  South  Boston  parks  267,  691 

Eaton  square  297 

New  court  house  298,  597,  608,  611 

Burrill  claim  300 

Barrel  wagons  315,  328 

Centre  st.  sewer  333 

Name  for  Back  Bay  park  335 

Examination  of  manufacturing  establishments  353,  415 

Fire  alarms  416 

Rewards  for  detection  and  conviction  of  incendiaries  442 

250th  anniversary  471 

Inspectors  of  election  482 

Polling  place  in  ward  13  486 

Evening  high  school  519 

Constitutional  amendment  abolishing  tax  qualification  of 

voters  553 
Public  clock  in  Dorchester  557 
St.  Elizabeth's  hospital  site  618 
The  final  proceedings  701 
Causeway  street — 

Crosswalk  :  petition  a  109 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  383,  c  390 

Trades  :  Portland  to  Lowell  sts.,  permit  a  618 

Between  Haverhill  and  Commercial  sts.,  permit  a  618 
Cavagnaro,  Francesca — 

Fleet  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  32,  a  43;  leave  to  with- 
draw c  137, a  139 
Cavanagh,  John — 

Movement  of  wooden  buildings :  from  466-469  to  458-460  Com- 
mercial st.  (ward  6),  petition  a  109  ;  permit  a  127 
From  West  Seventh  St.,  near  B  st.,  to  28  West  Seventh  st. 

(ward  13),  petition  a  174 
From  321  Dudley  st.  to  Langdon  st., permit  a  416 


Cavanagh,  John  &  Son — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  :  Foundry  st.  (Ward  13),  petition 
a  518  ;  permit  534 
Cavanagh,  W.  R. — 

Movement  of  wooden  buildings  :  from  First  St.  to  N  St.,  petition 
a  59  ;  permit  a  85 
On  Walden  st.  (ward  22),  petition  a  109  ;   permit  a  127 
From   Washington  st.    to   Gibson   st.   (ward  24),  petition 

a  109  ;  permit  a  159 
From  Washington  St.  to  Parkrnan  st.   (ward  24),  petition 

a  124;  permit  a  248 
From  Bast  Chester  park,  near  Albany  St.,  to  East  Chester 

park,  near  Swett  st.,  petition  a  155  ;  permit  a  179 
From  14  V  st.  to  61  P  st.   (ward  14),  petition  a  209;  permit 

a  217 
From  37U  West  First  St.  (ward  14)  to  West  First  St.,  corner 

F  st  (ward  13) ,  petition  a  241 ;  permit  483 
From  Dorchester  av.   (ward  24)  to  Adams  st.   (ward  24), 

petition  a  241 ;  permit  483 
From  Washington  St.,  near  Euclid  st.,  to  Capen  st.  (ward 

24),  petition  a  209  ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  248 
From  879  East  Sixth  st.  across  St.,  petition  a  499 ;  permit 

521 
From  Chester  park  and  Boston  &  Albany  railroad  (ward  11) 
to  Rogers  av.,  near  Bay  "View  pi.  (ward  22),  petition 
a  543  ;  permit  558 
Cavanagh,  William — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  East  Fourth,  near  H  St.,  to 

East  Broadway,  opposite  horse-car  stables,  petition  a  276 
"  Certain  wooden  buildings,"  permit  to  move  a  317,  574 
Cazenove  place — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  109  ;  report  and  order  of  notice  a  144;  hearing 

a  155  ;  order  to  construct  a  212 
Edgestones,  sidewalk  :  petition  a  518 ;  order  passed  546 
Cedar  street — 

Tree  :  No.  73,  petition  a230 ;  permit  a  265 
Cedar  street  (Cliarlestown)  — 

Sidewalk  :  at  No.  10,  petition  a  258  ;  report  and  order  a  281 
Edgestones  :  petition  a  327  ;  order  passed  350 
Cedar  street  (Dorchester) 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 
Celebrations  —  see  boston  celebrations 
Cemeteries — 

Mt.  Hope  and  Cedar  Grove,  joint  standing  committee,  c  11,  a  12 
Intramural  interments  —  see  Health 
Protection  of  cemeteries  —  see  Legislative  Matters 
Fourth  Section  cemetery  (Kast  Boston)  drainage,  c  21,  a  26 
St.  Joseph's,  interment  of  body,  petition  a  77  ;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  198 
Mt.  Hope  and  Calvary,  passenger  wagon  a  109,  176 
Cedar  Grove  ;  commissioner  nominated  c  137  ;  elected  c  147,  a  156 

Annual  report  a  306 
Mt.  Hope;  trustees  nominated  c  32,  a  44;   elected  a  44,  c  55 ; 
trustees  at  large  nominated  and  elected  a  214,  c  222,  a  230, 
petition  of  trustees  that  part  of  Back  st.  be  graded  a  43 
Mt.  Hope  and  Forest  Hills  station,  Mt.  Hope  and  Grove  Hall, 

coaches,  petition  a  276,  permit  299 
Catholic  Cemetery  Association,  permit  to  place  signs  at  street 
corners  a  500 
Census — 

Compilation  of  statistics  from  U.  S.  census  referred  a  664,  c  670 
Central  Massachusetts  Telephone  Co. — see  Telephone  wires. 
Central  square  (E.  B.)  — 
Paving  a  77 

Urinal  c  138,  147,  a  156,  c  160,  a  329,  402,  c  405,  a  414,  c  418 
Watering:  "  portion,''  petition  a  297,  c  307;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  388,  c  390 
Central  street — 

Claims  :  damages  a  124,  c  130 

Paving:  between  custom-house  and  Atlantic  av.,  petition  a  327 
Central  Trades  and  Labor  Uuion — 

Stony-brook  laborers,  remonstrance  a  516;  report  a  558,  c  559 
Central  wharf- 
No.  2,  petroleum,  etc.  a  197 
Central  Wharf  and  Wet  Dock  Corporation — 

Atlantic  av.,  use  of  sidewalk,  petition  a  43;  permit  a  65 
Centre  street — 

Edgestones :  at  207,  petition  a  3S3;  order  passed  404 
Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  at  193  and  195,  order  passed  a  404 
Claims:  personal  injuries,  damages  to  horses  and  wagon,  peti- 
tion c  476,  a  480 
Wooden  building  :  movement  from  No.  208  to  near  Highland  St. 
(ward  21),  petition  a  568;  permit  5S9 
Centre  street  (ward  24) — 

Poles:  petition  a  543;  permit  589 
Centre  street  (ward  23)  — 

Sprinkling :  petition  a  213 

Crosswalk  :  at  Burroughs  St.,  petition  a  241 

Gutters  :  paving,  petitioua  241 

Playground  :  Speare  lot,  petition  a  297,  c  307 

Stables  :  Abram  French,  petition  a  109;  permit  128 

E.  II.  Williams,  et  at.,  trustees,  petitioua  314;  permit  350 
Poles:  petition  a  314;  permit 389 

Between  Seaverns  av.  and  South  St.,  permit  a  631 
Passenger  wagons  :  from    Monument  sq.  to  Allandale  springs, 
petition  a  327 ;  permit  352 
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Sewers  :  appeal  from  assessment  a  124 
Abatement  and  assessment  a  144 
Abatement  a  174.  574 
Centre  and  Pond  St.,  petition,  request  for  special  committee, 

leave  to  withdraw  a  333,  473 
Between  Lamartine  st.  and  Wise  pi.,  petition  a  276 
Order  of  notice  317  ;  hearing  327  ;  order  passed  402 
To  Orcbard  St..  order  notice  a  467;  remonstrance  465 
Street  lamps  :  petitions  a  443,  456 
Petition  to  allow  coasting  on  Manning:s  hill  a  649 
Chadbourn,  George  B.  et  al. — 

Washington  st    (ward  24)  from  School  to  Harvard  sts.,  sewer, 
petition  a  276 
Chadbourn,  Levi — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  south  scales  a  189 
Chadwick  street — 

Edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks:  adjacent  to  Orchard  park,  or- 
der passed  a  248 
Chadwick  Lead  Works — 

Steam  engine:  petition  a  13;  bearing  a  59;  permit  a  84 
Chadwick,  J.  H.  et  al.— 

Use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  petition  a  443;  permit  447 
Chadwick  &  Skillings— 

li-0  Marlborough  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  607 
Chamberlin,  Frederick  W. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Chandler  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  276,  c  283 
'Change  avenue — 

Lantern  :  Merchants'  Hotel,  petition  a  97  ;  permit  112 
Sewer :  abatement  and  assessment  a  515 
Chapin,  Edward  D. — 

F.  II.  market,  leave  to  transfer  stalls  and  cellar  a  467 
Chapin,  Nahum — 

Elected  member  of  school  committee  a  665 
Chardon  street — 

Steam  pipe :  permit  a  516 
Charles  river  avenne  (Charlestown) — 
Telegraph  poles  :  a  212,  230,  276,  318 
Curved  track  :  Fitchburg  R.R.  Co  ,  permit  a  650 
Charles  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  109,  e  120,  a  216,  c  249 

Damages  a  276,  c  283 
Paving :  from  Cambridge  st.  to  Beacon  St.,  order  passed  a  248 
Charlestown  Square — 

Middlesex  Railroad  Co.,  tracks  a  43 
Charlestown  street — 

Petroleum,  etc. :  Nos.  45-51,  license  a  335 
Charlestown  and  Milton  Railroad  Co.  Associates — 

Application  for  route,  order  of  notice  a  447;   hearing  465;  re- 
ferred 465  ;  leave  to  withdraw  516  ;  notice  of  hearing  etc. 
before  railroad  commissioners  518  ;  city  solicitor  instructed 
to  appear  534 
Charlestown  Gas  Co. — 

Contract  authorized  a  246 
Charlestown  Trade  and  Improvement  Association — 

New  bridge  to  Charlestown,  memorial  c  91 
Charter  street — 

Druggist's  mortar  a  13,  c  16,  a  29 
Chase,  George  IS. — 

Appointed  trustee  of  public  library  a  189,  c  201 
Chase,  Laura  L.— 

120  Commonwealth  av.  stable,  petition  a  676  ;  leave  to  withdraw 
(per  request)  701 
Chase,  Marcellua  VV. — 

S2  Sudbury  St.,  melting  furnaces,  petition  a  029;  permit  650 
Chase,  N.  K.  et  al. — 

Use  of  Fanueil  Hall,  petition  a  425 
Chase,  R  Gardner — 

Inquiry  into  acts  offence  viewers,  petition  a  327,  c  337 
Chase,  R.  Stuart- 
Accounts  of  treasurer's   department,   bill   for    services  a  586 
c601 
Chauncy  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  109,  c  120,  a  335,  c  337 

South  Boston  railroad,  transfer  of  cars  to  Lincoln  st.  a  159,  179, 

198 
Additional  cars,  order  passed  a  630 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.,  deviation  of  track  a  145 
Release  of  land  to  Mass.  Charitable  .Mechanic  Association  a  650, 
c652 
Chelsea  street  (Charlestown)  — 
Paving  a  93 

Druggist's  mortar  at  No.  9.3,  petition  a  124  ;  permit  a  144 
Between  Henley  and  Mt.  Vernon  sts.,  additional  track  a  198 
Telegraph  poles  a  212,  318 

Sewer  :  between  Perry  and  Medford  sts.,  petition  a  213 
Claims:    personal  injuries,  petition  a  425,  c  436  ;   leave  to  with- 
draw a  516, c  548 
Wooden  building  :    near  Glendou  St.,  petition  a  5-13,  c  548 
Chelsea  street  (E.B.)— 

Maverick   Oil   Co.,  license  to  manufacture  and  store  petroleum 

a  64,  158 
Beacon  Oil  Co.,  enlargement  of  wooden  building,  permit  a  175, 
c  181 ;  petition  a  209,  c  220 ;  permit  c  238,  a  243  ;  license  to 
manufacture  petroleum  a  2S0 


Macadamizing  :  from  Maverick  sq.  to  Decatur  St.,  petition  a  349 
Wooden  building  :  near  Centre  St.,  enlargement,  petition  a  349, 

c  354 ;  permit  c  379,  a  383 
Sidewalks,  edgestones  :  petition  a  425 
Moving  wooden  building  to   Curtis,  corner  Pope  St.,  petition 

a  468 
Cheny  street  (Roxbury) — 

Grade  damages,  petition  a  568 
Cherry  street — 

Grading,  edgestones,  gutters,  gravelling,  from   Quincy  st.  to 

Blue  Hill  av.,  order  passed  a  281 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue  (ward  25)  — 

Sprinkling :  "  portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Stable:  petition  a  499  ;  permit  515 
Chestnut  street  (ward  23)  — 

Stable :  petitiion  a  109  ;  permit  a  128 
Chestnut  street  (ward  9) — 

Stable :  petition  a  456  ;  permit  467 
Cheswell,  W.  T.— 

Bultinch  st  ,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  383 
Cheyne,  William — 

Corner  H  and  Ninth  sts.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  458 
Child,  Dudley  R.,  councilman  (ward  17)— 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:    committee  on  assessors'   department  11;   public 

library  11  ;  250th  anniversary  239  ;  funeral  of  councilman 

Perkins  634 
Remarks : 

School  expenditures  6 

Assessors'  department  68 

Salaries  of  city  officers  150 

South-end  branch  library  250,  273,  323,  341,  622 

Evasion  of  taxes  271 

250th  anniversary  438 

Public  parks  513,  531 

Death  of  councilman  Perkins  632 
Childs.  Abner  C.  et  al.— 

Granite  av.,  lamps,  petition  a  456 
Childs  street  (ward  23)  — 

Stable  :  petition  a  443  ;  permit  458 

Sewer:  petition   a  456;  order   notice  500;  hearing  514;  order 
passed  531 

Abatement  a  335 
Lamps  :  petition  a  468 
Christal,  James,  councilman  (ward  8)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  c  11 ;  surveyor's 

department  11 ;  pay  of  laborers  22 
Remarks : 

Rules  and  orders  of  common  council  6 

Joint  rules  and  orders  10 

Old  state  house  17 

Street  crossings  20 

Tay  of  laborers  21,  106,  364,  409 

Contested  seat  in  ward  16  36 

Contract  system  40 

City  hospital  50,  104 

Decoration  day  55,  296,  325 

Washington's  birthday  57 

Assessors'  department  58,  68 

Recess  during  elections  67 

Superintendents  of  bridges  148 

Salaries  of  city  officers  149 

Badges  152 

Second  assistant  assessors  154, 208 

Extension  of  Broadway  167 

Appropriation  bill  183 

Carson's  excavating  machine  200 

Bridge  to  Charlestown  205 

Death  of  Councilman  Joseph  Healy  219 

City  forester's  greenhouse  220,  233 

Trustees  of  City  hospital  274 

Charlestown  almshouse  285 

Inscriptions  on  statues  312 

Use  of  council  chamber  322 

South-end  branch  library  323 

Fourth  of  July  347,  355 

Barrel  wagons  358,  391 

Fire  alarms  419 

Rewards  for  detection  and  conviction  of  incendiaries  437 

250th  anniversary  440,  478 

Public  parks  529 

Purchase  of  land  on  Clay  st.  532 

Committee  on  legislative  matters  064 

Visitors  to  City  hospital  on  Sundays  583 

Enlargement  of  City  hospital  606 

Revised  ordinances  661 

Death  of  councilman  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  jr.  66S 

Treatment  of  the  poor  672 

Care  of  neglected  children  693 
Church  of  St.  Augustine,  South  Boston — ■ 

Iron  fence,  petition  a  25S  ;  boundary  line  adjusted  a  666,  c  670 ; 

clock,  order  passed  a  557,  c  659 
Church  street  (ward  25)  — 
Lamps  :  petition  a  327 
Chureh-st.  district — see  Lands 
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Chute,  Edwin  J.  et  al. — 

Heading  St.,  between  Maiden  lane  and  Swett  st.,  sewer,  petition 
a  443 
City  architect — see  Architect 
City  charter — 

Topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 

Committee  on  revision  a  44,  c  49 

General  meetings  of  voters — see  Legislative  matters 
City  clerk — 

S.  F.  McCleary  elected  and  qualified  4 

Quarterly  reports  a  77,  245,  427,  554 
City  council — 

Organization  of  the  government  1 

Election  of  city  cleric  4 

Index  to  volumes  of  proceedings  c  41,  55,  a  59 
City  engineer — see  Engineer 
City'hospital — see  Hospitals 
City  laborers — see  Laborers 
City  messenger — see  Messenger 
City  officers  (elections,  etc.) — 

Clerk  of  common  council  3 

City  clerk  4 

Mayor's  clerk  a  ]3 

Assistant  city  clerk  a  15 

Trustees  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  a  44,  c  55,  a  214,  c  222,  a  230 

Trustees  City  hospital  a  29,  c  31,  a  213,  c  222,  a  230,  c  232,  a  241 , 
c  249,  273,  a  276,  c  292 

Directors  East  Boston  ferries,  a  29,  c  31,  55, 147,  a  156,  c  274, 
a  276 

Trustees  Public  library  a  29,  c  31,  55,  a  189,  e  201 

Weighers  of  coal,  a  26,  59,  83,  109, 155, 189,  209,  213,  297,  365, 
400, 499 

Inspector  of  milk  a  59 

City  messenger  a  64,  c  87 

Assessors  a  93,  e  99 

Superintendent  of  streets  a  63,  c  87 

City  engineer  c  87,  a  144,  c  147 

Superintendent  of  sewers  a  64,  c  87 

City  solicitor  c  64,  87 

Clerk  of  committees  a  64,  c  71,  87 

Water  registrar  a  64,  c  87 

City  surveyor  a  64,  c  87 

Superintendent  of  lamps  a  59 

Superintendent  of  Faueuil  Hall  a  59 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  market  a  59 

City  registrar  a  64,  c  87 

Measurers  of  wood  and  bark  a  26,  125, 139,  209,  297,  400 

Weighers  of  bundle  hay  a  43,  83,  125, 155 

Public  weighers  13,  26, 109, 125,  139, 189, 209,  213,  241, 297,  314, 
400,  426,  514 

Managers  of  Old  South  Association  c  18,  a  29 

Directors  of  public  institutions  a  29,  c  31,  a  44,  c  55,  a  63,  c  67, 
a  77,  c  86,  a  159,  175,  c  187,  201,  a  211,  214,  c  222,  223,  a  230 

Superintendent  of  public  buildings  a  64,  c  87 

City  architect  c  87 

Ilarbor  master  a  83 

Superintendent  of  public  grounds c  87,  a  94,  c  100,  a  110 

Inspector  of  provisions  at  large  a  93 

Superintendent  of  public   lands  a  63,  c  87,  a  98,  c  100,  a  110, 
c  122,  a  125,  c  136,  a  139 

Registrar  of  voters  a  109 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  109 

Deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  a  109, 365 

Measurer  of  leather  a  109 

First  assistant  assessors  c  120,  a  124,  c  130,  a  139,  c  147,  a  156, 
c 160, a  175, c 181 

Measurers  of  grain  a  125,  155 

Commissioner  on  West  Boston  and  Craigie's  bridges  a  125 

Inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  a  125 

Surveyors  of  marble,  soapstone,  and  freestone  a  125 

Record  commissioners  a  125,  c  131 

Police  commissioners  a  125, 145,  155,  c  161 

Member  of  board  of  health  a  125,  c  131,  147 

Superintendents  of  bridges  a  126,  c  136,  a  143,  c  148,  a  156,  c  160, 
a  458,  c 460, a  471 

Commissioner  of  Prison-point  bridge  a  127,  c  136 

Overseers  of  poor  a  144,  c  147, 172,  a  175,  c  182 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  cemetery  c  147,  a  156 

Second  assistant  assessors  c  154,  a  155,  c  160,  a  175,  c  182,  202, 
204,  207,  a  211,  214,  c  222,  a  230,  c  232,  a  244 

Undertakers  a  174,  189,  297,  327,  413,  456,  481,  533 

Superintendents  of  hay  scales  a  1S9 

Measurers  of  upper  leather  a  189,  209 

Assistant  clerk  of  committees  a  189,  c  200 

Assistant  city  messengers  a  189,  c  200 

Weighers  and  inspectors  of  lighters  a  197,  c  225 

Fire  commissioner  a  209,  c  222 

Member  of  Boston  water  board  a  209,  c  222 

Sinking  fund  commissioner  a  212,  c  222 

Fence  viewers,  etc.  a  214,  c  222 

Inspector  of  lime  a  214,  c  222 

Culler  of  hoops  and  staves  a  214,  c  222 

Field  drivers  and  pound  keepers  a  214,  c  222,  a  335,  c  337 

Inspectors  of  elections  a  481,  485,  499,  514,  518,  533 

Inspector  of  vinegar  a  241,  400 

Collector  of  taxes,  a  2S0,  c  291 


Auditor  of  accounts  a  280,  c  291 

City  and  county  treasurer  a  280,  c  291 

Park  commissioner  c  322,  a  329 

Assistant  superintendents  of  bridges  a  388 

Inspector  of  hay  and  straw  a  400 

Inspector  of  buildings  a  518,  c  523 

Street  commissioner  a  665 

School  committee  a  665 
City  registrar — see  Births,  marriages  and  deaths 
City  scales — see  Scales 
City  Solicitor — see  Law  department 
City  square — 

Telephone  pole  :  corner  Charles  river  av,  remonstrance  a  230 
City  surveyor — see  Surveyor 
Claims — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12,  c  648 

Payments  of  executions  or  judgments  of  courts  authorized, 
a  2   c  5 

BurrilT' claim,   a  115,  126,  144,  212,   245,  300,  318,  335,  367, 
c  373, a  688,  c  692 

Tax  titles — see  Taxes 

Allen,  Loring&Co.  a  116,  c  120,  a  158,  c  160 

Atkinson,  Sarah  C.  c  137,  a  139,  c  295,  a  297 

Arnold,  Albert  E.  a  327,  c  337 

Ames,  S.  &  H.  a  588,  c  601 

Bachelder.  Cyrus  T.  a  26,  c  31,  a  158,  c  160 

Bartlett,  W.  E.  a  59,  c  66,  a  97,  c  106 

Bates,  Joseph  N.  c  73,  a  77 

Boardman,  Arthur  F.  a  297,  c  307 

Boardman,  Joseph  L.  a  297,  c  307 

Barry,  Michael  a  276,  c  283 

Baldwin,  Annie  N.  c  346,  a  500,  c  502 

Bangs,  William  A.  a  93,  c  99 

Bailey,  R  C.  c  476,  a  480 

Blair,  John  c  694,  a  700 

Cronin,  Catherine  c  18,  a  26,  c  137,  a  139 

Canfield,  Thomas  a  26,  c  31 

Cavagnaro,  Francisca  c  32,  a  43,  c  137,  a  139 

Carey,  Dennis  A.  a  174,  c  181 

Crockett,  Edwin  L.  a  209,  c  220 

Claliin,  Arthur  B.  a  241,  c  249 

Connor,  David  a  327,  c  337.  a  388,  c  399 

Curran,  Ellen  c  364,  a  365,  c  410,  a  415 

Connerton,  Ellen  a  629,  c  635 

Cluse,  Thomas  F.  a  603,  c  670 

Donovan,  John  c  57,  a  59,  c  106,  a  110 

Daniels,  Albert  W .  a  77,  c  86,  a  246,  c  249 

Dove,  Ilonora  a  97,  c  99 

Davis,  Ormus  C.  a  109,  c  120 

Downing.  Emanuel  c  120,  a  125,  c  565,  a  568 

Demaiu,  Mrs.  Marv  0.  c  120,  a  125 

Day,  Maria  L.  c  120,  a  125 

Downs  &  Barron,  a  124,  c  130 

Delaney,  Mary  B.  a  443,  c  454 

Donehey,  Maurise  c  476,  a  480 

Dickson.  Marshall  a  586,  c  601 

Daley,  Ellen  M.  J.  c  694,  a 700 

Egan,  John  a  213,  c  220,  A  264,  c  268 

Edgarton,  Mrs.  M.  J.  c  581,  a  586,  c  695,  a  700 

Farrell,  Rose  c  32,  a  43,  c  172,  a  174,  c  312 

Foley,  Catherine  a  297,  c  307 

F'raney,  John  J.  a  400,  c  405 

Feeney ,  Peter  c  652,  a  663 

Fogg,  Emily  W.  a  676,  c  692 

Garfield,  D.  L.  c  152,  a  156,  c  274,  a  276 

Gardner,  John  a  155,  c  160 

Goggins,  Margaret  a  93,  c  99 

Grose,  Joseph  R.  a  486,  c  487,  504 

Grogan,  Richard  a  543,  c  548,  a  650,  c  652 

Hatch,  Horace  N.  c  120,  a  125 

Ilaynes,  Ellen  a  174,  c  181 

Hinckley,  Jane  E.  a  213,  c  220 

Holmes,  Eliza  A.  a  258,  c  268,  a  352,  c  354 

Higgins,  L.  H.  c  295,  a  347,  c  349 

Hat  borne,  J.  H.  a  587,  c  601 

Harvey,  Mary  c  671,  a  676 

Jelly,  Edward  c  32,  a  43 

Joy,  George  M.  c  476,  a  480 

King,  George  M.  a  26,  c  31 

Kearns,  John  a  64,  c  6Q 

Kelley,  Maria  O.  F.  a  109,  c  120 

Kelley,  Patrick  a  109,  c  120,  a  574,  c  576 

Kennard,  Charles  E.  a  1.9,  c  120 

Keyes,  Thomas  a  414,  c  418 

Kerrigan ,  Bernard  a  533,  c  536,  a  574,  c  576 

Kelley,  John  a  551,  c  559 

Langford,  George  A.  a  109,  c  120,  a  246.  c  249 

Lally,  Thomas  a  155,  c  160,  a  264,  c  268 

Lothrop,  Harriet  J.  a  276,  c  283 

Lightbody,  Sarah  E.  c  421,  a  426 

Lane,  John  a4b5,  c  475 

Lang,  Mary  a  663,  c  670 

Mahoney,  Mary  a  189,  c  200,  a  280,  c  283 

Meaney,  Edward  F.  a  189,  c  200,  a  315 

Murray,  Catherine  c  32,  a  43 

Mulready,  Christopher  a  209,  c  220 
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Maloney,  Margaret  a  276,  c  283,  a  388,  c  390 

Maloney,  Mary  c  295 

Murphy,  Julia  a  43,  c  49 

Murphy,  Catherine  a  485,  515,  c  523,  a  533,  c  536,  a  629,  c  635 

McCarthy,  .lohn  c  274,  a  277,  c  410,  a  415 

McDonald,  Sarah  E.  a  383,  c  390 

Mclutire,  Edward  a  189,  c  200,  a  315 

McCarty,  John  c  475,  a  480 

McCullough,  Elizabeth  a  663,  c  670 

McNiyen,  Mary  Ann  c  671,  a  676 

Niles,  Mary  H.  a  209,  c  220,a  352,  c  354 

Noonan,  Mary  a  174,  c  181 ,  a  280,  c  283 

Nuremberg,  Pauline  c  57,  a  59 

Nicholson,  Emily  E.  a  663.  c  670 

Kevins,  John  J.  c  694,  a  700 

O'Brien,  Ann  a  109,  c  120,  a  246,  c  249 

O'Donnell,  Hugh  a  109,  c  120,  a  335,  c  337 

O'Kerfe,  Maggie  a  629,  c  635 

Pearce,  Deborah  B.  c  57,  a  59 

Pilsbury,  Samuel  a  109,  c  120,  a  264,  c  268 

Powell,  Michael  c  322 

Pratt,  J.  E.  c  346, a  500,  c  502 

Purcell,  Michael  a  425,  c  436 

Pernber,  Stephen  a  499,  c  502 

Prescott,  Edwin  R.  a  613,  c  621 

Quinn,  John  a  400,  c  405,  a  515,  c  523 

Raleigh,  Edward  c  120,  a  125 

Kamsell,  Edwin  F.  a  568,  c  576 

Safford,  James  O.  &  Co.  a  13,  c  16,  a  96 

Shea,  Mary  a  13,  c  16 

Sullivan,  Kate  a  26,  c  31 

Smith,  James  B.  c  106,  a  110 

Smith,  J.  0.  c312,  a  314 

Smith,  J.  M.  c  120,  a  125 

Sim,  Agnes  D.  a  189,  c  200 

Slack,  Walter  S.  a  189,  c  200 

Stevens,  Caroline  a  109,  c  120,  a  352,  c  354 

Stevens,  Eliza  J .  a  109,  c  120 

Byrnes,  Agnes  c  460,  537,  a  543 

Sullivan,  William  J.  c  505,  a  568,  614 

Stacey,  B.  F.  c  606,  a  613 

Shea,  James  B.  a  629,  c  635 

Thomas,  Richard  c  120,  a  125,  c  295,  a  297 

Tracey,  Mary  Ann  a  139,  c  146,  a  352,  c  354 

Tighe,  John  a  568,  c  576 

Veale,  Bridget  a  5S6.  c  601 

Wade,  James  H.  c  120,  a  125 

Ward,  Isaac  N.  a  93,  c  99 

Williams,  Andrew  a  280,  c  283 

Wilson,  Andrew  P.  a  276,  c  2S3,  a  327,  c  337,  a  429,  c  430,  a  551, 

c559,  a  650,  c  652 
Witherell,  Melinda  G.  a  93,  c  99,  a  388,  c  390 
Worthiugton,  Koland  a  327,  c  337 
Worthington,  Koland,  jr.  a  327,  c  337 
Claflin.  Arthur  B.— 

Beacon  st.  near  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  injuries  to  horse, 
petition  a  241,  c  249 
Claflin,  William  — 

58  West  Cedar  st.  (ward  9),  stable,  petition  a  314;  report  547 
Clapp,  David,  et  al. — 

Corner  F  and  Gold  sts.,  lamp,  petition  a  518 
Clapp,  J.  Gardner,  et  al. — 

Extra  force  of  night  police,  petition  a  13,  c  16;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  112, c  120 
Clapp,  Hiram,  et  al. — 

Hamlet  st.  (ward  20),  lamps,  petition  a  543 
Clapp,  Horace  B.,  councilman  (ward  24)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  fuel  c  11  ;  Mt.  Hope  and  Cedar  Grove 
cemeteries  11 
Clapp,  Howard,  couucilman  (ward  14) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  public  buildings  c  11 
Remarks : 

Superintendents  of  bridges  148 
Appropriation  bill  1S5 
Repairs  on  the  council  chamber  476 
South  End  branch  library  623 
Clarence  street — 

Edgestor.es,  sidewalks,  petition  a  124;  order  passed  281 

Petition  a  443 
Sidewalks :  No.  15,  petition  a  499 
Clarendon  street — 

Triangular  lot  on  Tremont  and  Montgomery  sts.,  order  referred, 

c  256,  a  258 
Sidewalks  :  petition  a  456  ;  order  passed  467 
Clark,  Charles  II  — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Clark.  Daniel — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Dorchester,  petition  a  209,  c  217 
Clark,  Daniel  W.— 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  590,  c  601 
Clark,  John  T.— 

Pleasant  st.  (Dorchester),  macadamizing,  petition  a  400 
Clark,  Lemuel,  el  al. — 

Telegraph  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  209 


Clark,  Malachi — 

Sprinkling  city  streets,  petition  a  139 
Clark,  W.  R.  et  al— 

Coleman  st.  (Dorchester),  sewer,  petition  a  456 
Clay,  Henry, et  al. — 

Neponset  av.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 
Clay  street — 

No.  39,  purchase  of  estate  c  532,  a  533,  558,  c  559 
Cleaves,  Joshua — 

Appointed  inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  a  125 
Cleaves,  N.  Porter — 

Appointed  inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  a  125 
Clerk  of  committees — see  Committees 
Clerk  of  common  council — see  Common  council 
Cleve,  Joseph— 

49  Blue  Hill  av.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  546 
Clifford  street — 

Sidewalks  :  at  62,  petition  a  365  ;  order  passed  388 
At  54,  petition  a  383  ;  order  passed  404 
At  58,  petition  a  383  ;  order  passed  404 
At  20  &  22,  petition  a  413  ;  order  passed  447 
Clinton  street — 

Paving  :  petition  a  314 ;  order  passed  367 
Crosswalk  :  petition  a  413 
Clocks — see  Fire  department 
Clough,  George  A. — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  architect  c  87 
Cluse,  Thomas  F. — 

105  Lincoln  st.  personal  injuries,  petition  a  663,  c  670 
Coal — 

Weighers  appointed  a  59,  83,  109,  155,  1S9,  209,  213,  297,  365, 
400,  499,  663 
Coalman,  Anne — 

Geneva  av.  extension   from   Columbia   st.   to   Warren  st.  via 
Marston  av.,  damages  353 
Cobb,  Cyrus — 

Bauner  sign  in  front  of  Studio  buildiDg,  petition  a  209 
Cobleigh,  C.C.— 

Willard  place  (ward  25),  stable,  petition  a  668  ;  report  590 
Coburn,  Joseph  D. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Codman,   Robert  and  James  C.   Melvin,   trustees, — and  Edmund 
Quincy  and  Henry  P.  Quincy,  trustees- 
Mercantile  st.  extension,  $33000  damages  a  46,  94 
Codman  park — 

Abatement  of  edgestone  assessment  a  174,  217 
Coe,  Henry  F.,  councilman  (ward  23)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  joint  rules  and  orders  c  3,  542;  rules 
and  orders  of  common  council  3  ;  public  instruction  11 ; 
public   library  11 ;  topics  in  mayor's  address  12;  harbor 
defences  52 
Elected  :  finance  committee  c  7,  chairman  18 
Remarks  : 

Joint  rules  and  orders  10 

Expenditures  for  schools  19 

Powers  of  school  committee  19 

Pay  oflaborers21,412 

Topics  in  mayor's  address  40 

Contract  system  40 

Harbor  defences  50 

Extension  of  D  street  58 

Public  library  66 

Thirteenth  joint  rule  75 

Notices  of  committee  meetings  99 

Member  of  board  of  health  131 

Superintendent  of  public  lands  136 

Mode  of  electing  assessors  137 

Salaries  of  city  officers  149 

Badges  153 

Extension  of  Broadway  167 

Investigation  of  death  of  Joseph  Kenney  171 

Appropriation  bill  182,  201 

Care  of  hydrants  207,  648,  652 

Second  assistant  assessors  207 

Death  of  councilman  Joseph  Healy  219 

Free  concerts  234 

Public  parks  237,  460,  491,  509,  524 

Question  of  privilege  249 

Printing  four  volumes  of  ancient  records  250 

South-end  branch  library  251,  273,  323,  341,  622,  638 

Evasion  of  taxes  271 

Stony  brook  272,  287 

Trustees  of  City  hospital  274 

New  court  house  274,  311 

Charlestown  almshouse  286 

Committee  on  parks  295 

Use  of  council  chamber  322 

Decoration  day  325 

Barrel  wagons  359 

New  main  from  Chestnut  Hill  reservoir  370 

Law  Department  381 

Examination  of  manufacturing  establishments  396,  419 

Accounts  of  late  treasurer  of  Brighton  405 

Drinking  fountains  418 

Fire  alarms  419 
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250th  anniversary  436,  438,  475,  478 
Assistance  for  clerk  of  committees  479 
Back  bay  improvements  502 
Tax  titles  537 

Increase  of  police  force  561 
Management  of  police  department  566,  576 
Visitors  to  City  hospital  on  Sundays  584 
Limitiug  municipal  expenditures  692 
Location  of  steam  fire  engine  No  12  692 
Coffin,  G.  Winthrop — 

Glen  road  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  209 ;  permit  a  216 
Coffin,  Uriah  H.— 

256  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  230  ;  order  passed 
a  248 
Cogan,  William  F.  et  al. — 

East  Fifth  St.,  125  ft.  from  0  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  468 
Colby  place  (ward  20)  — 

Street  lamp  :  petition  a  480 
Coleman,  George  A. — 

Passenger  wagon  from  Bowdoin  sq.  to  Litchfield's  wharf,  peti- 
tion a  139  ;  permit  a  176 
Coleman,  Thomas,  Jr. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  189 
Coleman  street  (Dorchester) — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  456 
Collector's  Department — 

Annual  report,  c  274,  a  277,  387,  c  390 
Collius,  .lames — 

154-158  Beach  st.  excavating  cellar,  report  a  589 
Collins,  Michael  D.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor,  o  121,  a  124 
Collins,  Patrick — 

Oakland  st.  (ward  24)  stable,  petition  a  59  ;  permit  a  84 
Collins,  P.  A.  etal.— 

Petition  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  a  15 
Collins,  P.  A.— 

South  St.,  widening,  S11400  damages  a  265 
Essex  St.,  extension,  $5400  damages  a  265 
Collins,  Stephen — 

Stoughton  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  443 ;  order  passed  a  458 
Colson,  Melvin  V.— 

Keunard  av.,  sewer  $5.14  abatement  a  212 
Columbia  street — 

Edgestones  :  petition  a  319 ;  order  passed  367 
Columbia  street  (ward  24)  — 

Petition  to  allow  coasting  a  13 

Kelocation   between    Washington  st.  aud  Blue  Hill  av. :    dam- 
ages a  46,  63,  352,  429 
Near  Seaver  St.,  erection  of  wooden  building  a  59,  c  66,  a  94, 

c  99,  106 
Permission  to  occupy  sidewalk  a  145 
Grading,  macadamizing,  edgestones,  gutters  a  217 
Sidewalks  :  corner  New  Seaver  st.,  petition  a  314 ;   order  passed 
367 
Petition  a  276 ;  order  passed  317 
Lamps:  petition  a  365 

Stable  :  petition  a  543  ;  leave  to  withdraw  590 
Crossing :  junction  with  Bellevue  and  Glendale  sts.,  petition  a  5S6 
Columbus  avenue — 

Claims :  loss  of  horses  a  26,  c  31 

Bill  board  a  43,  c  49,  57,  a  59,  85,  c  86 

Telegraph  pole  a  77 

Land :  junction  of  Eliot  and  Pleasant  sts.,  sale  authorized  a  85, 

c99 
Standpipe  :  near  junction  with  Worcester  st.,  petition  a  209 
South  Boston  B.  Co.,  12  cars  per  hour  a  217 
Crosswalk  :  Boston  &  Providence  K.  Co.,  petition  a  213  ;  report 

a  248 
Asphalt  pavement  a  336 
Bridge  repairs  a  403 

Stepping  stone,  hitching  post :  Nos.  279  and  281,  petition  a  456 
Sidewalks:  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  546 
Colwell,  William- 
Chestnut  hill  av.  (ward  25),  stable,  petition  a  499  ;  permit  515 
Comfrey,  James — 

South  st.  court,  injuries  to  son,  petition  a  456,  c  460 
Comins,  George  A. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Commercial  Manufacturing  Co. — 

North  Beacon  st.   (ward  25),  steam  engine,  petition  and  order 
notice  a  480  ;  permit  534 
Commercial  street — 

Estate  of  Francis  Kay  nes,  damages,  modification  of  order  to  pay 

a  28 
Widening:  damages  a  46,  63,84,97,111,  127,197,246,366,388, 

415,  520,  663  ;  payment  to  sewer  department  688 
Union  Freight  Railroad  Co.,  relocation  of  tracks,  petitions  a  26, 

124  ;  order  passed  a  535 
Woodeu  buildings  :  movement  from  466-469  to  458-460  a  109, 

127  ;  from  450  Commercial  to  7  Henchman,  a  297 
Steam  engine  :  at  No.  377,  petition  and  order  of  notice  a  175  ; 

hearing  a  213  ;  permit  a  246 
At  Nos.  291  and  203,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  46S; 

hearing  514  ;  permit  519 
Grading  and  paving  :  from  Eastern  av.  to  Causeway  St.,  orders 
passed  a  217,  281,  c  283,  307 


Sewer :  between  Prince  and  Hanover  sts.,  petition  a  365 ;  order 

for  hearing  387  ;  bearing  400  ;  order  passed  415 
Sprinkling  :  petition  a  383 

Between  south  and  north  ferries,  petition  a  501 
Claims :  corner  Foster  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  551,  c  559 
Tracks  :  Causeway  st.  to  Atlantic  av.,  permit  a  618 
Commercial  street  (ward  24) — 

From  Hancock  to  Pleasant  st.  petition  to  put  in  order  a  109 
Stables :  C.  M.  Bugbee,  petition  a  139 
Neil  McNeil,  petition  a  139,  permit  a  176 
Sprinkling  :  petitions  a  209,  213 

"  Portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Sewer  :  between  Shamrock  and  Linden  sts.,  order  passed  a  350 
Obstructions  :  order  referred  c  462,  a  465 
Committees — see  also  alphabetic  heads 

Notices  of  committee  meetings  a  96,  c  99,  a  110,  c  121,  a  125 
Evening  hearings  for  laborers  c  628,  a  629 
Contingent  fund  a  663,  c  670 
Clerk  of  committees — 

William  H.  Lee  nominated  and  elected  a  64,  c  87 

James  L.  Hillard  appointed  assistant  a  1S9,  c  200 

Clerical  assistance  c  479,  a  480 
Common  and  public  grounds — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Petition  of  John  Keardon   a  26,64,  c  67,   a  84,  93,  c  99,171, 

a  174 
Maverick  square  c  138,  a  139,  265,  c  268 
Square  at  Meeting-house  Hill  a  199,   c  200,   229,  240,  a  244, 

c  249  ;  named  Eaton  square  c  295,  a  297,  316 
Madison  square  c  207.  a  211,  265,  e  26S 
Orchard  park  a  209,  212,  c  220,  a  265 
Superintendent  authorized  to  purchase  gravel  employ  men,  etc. 

a  214,  c 220,  232 
$1200  to  superintendent  for  use  of  greenhouse  a  214,  c  220,  232 
Free  concerts  c  229.  233,  a  243 
West  church  square  c  240,  a  243 
Adornment  of  private  grounds  a  247,  c  249 
Vandalism  on  the  public  garden  c  256,  a  25S 
Square,   on  Tremont,  Clarendon,  and  Montgomery  sts.   c  172, 

a  174, c  255, a  258 
Winthrop  square,  Charlestown  a  265,  c  268 
Removing  fences  enclosing  public  grounds  a  265,  c  268,  a  276, 

300, c  319 
Play -grounds  c  274,  a  277,  c  295,  a  297,  c  322,  346,  a  365,  c  370 
Seats  on  public  grounds  c  325,  a  329,  c  364,  a  365,  c  379,  a  383 
Triangular  lot  between   Rockland  street  and  Chestnut  Hill  av. 

c  32,  -346,  356,  a  365,  574,  c  576 
Police  commissioners    requested   to  protect    public    grounds 

u  367,  c  370 
The'- Young  Elm  "  c  532 

David  W.  Sheehan,  pay  for  services  a  59,  c  66,  a  84,  c  86 
William  Doogue  nominated  supt.  a  64,  c  87  ;  elected  a  94,  c  100, 

allO 
Claims:  personal  injuries  a  109,  c  120,  475,  a  480 
Institute  of  Technology  and  Natural  History  Society,  care  and 

adornment  of  grounds,  petition  a  174,  c  181 
Prescott  sq.,  petition  that  it  be  laid  out  as  public  park  a  241, 

c  249  ;  report  a  265, c  268 
Lewis  park,  flagstaff,  report  a  276,  c  283,  421 
Monument  at  Fort  Lot,  Highlands,  petition  c  322;  reference  to 

water  board  c  346,  a  349 
Park  and  playground,  Brightou  av.,  Malvern  and  Garden  sts., 

petition  c  322 
Sunday  afternoon  concerts:  remonstrant es  a  383,  388,  c  390, 

405 
Public  garden  pond :   skating,    order  passed  c  41,  57,   a  59, 
c  606, a  613 

Boats,  petition  of  Julia  Paget  a  93,  c  99 

Petition  that  boats  may  be  used  on  Sundays  c  396,  a  400 

Unruly  boys  a  614 
Triangular  lot  on   Dartmouth  and  Boylston  sts,  petition  a  518, 

c523 
Highland  park  :  purchase  of  property  of  St.  Elizabeth's  hospi- 
tal a  547,  c  548,  a  551,  554, c  559, c  565, a  575,  590, c  6ul, 

618,  670, a  691,  c  694,  a  700 
Bumping  snow  on  public  grounds  c  626,  a  629 
Skating  place  in  Chester  sq.  c  652,  a  663 
Daniel  Dugan,  deceased,  pay  for  services  c  674,  a  676 
Common  council — 
Organization  1 
Oaths  of  office  signed  2 
Washington  P.  Gregg  elected  clerk  3 
Notice  of  organization  of  board  of  aldermen  3 
Regular  meetings,  Thursdays,  7.30  P.M.  assigned  4 
Resolution  of  sympathy  with  mayor  in  bereavement  4 
Selection  of  seats  4 
Contingent  fund  10 
Portraits  of  presidents  c  138,  147 
Special  meetings  218,  436,  450,  467 
Lunch  for  late  session  c  173,  225 
Use  of  ante-room  allowed  to  deputy  collectors  c  188 
Death  of  councilman  Joseph  Ilealey  c  21S,  228,  a  230 
Use  of  council  chamber  allowed  to  assessors  c  226 
Use  of  council  chamber  refused  c  322 
Excursion  to  Sudbury  river  c  347,  356,  304,  3S0 
Use  of  council  chamber  allowed  to  board  of  aldermen  c  410 
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Visit  to  Mystic  water  works,  423 

Barry,  Patrick  456 

Aunual  dinner  652,  696 

Blossom, Wm. A. 456 

Death  of  councilman  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  jr.  667 

Brackett,  Samuel  456 

Time  of  final  meeting  674 

Brown,  Moses  P.  456 

Powers  of  common  council  in  location  of  departments  c  695 

Bulfincu,  Francis  V.  456 

The  closing  proceedings  696 

Burcham,  Charles  456 

Common  street — 

Butler,  John  E.  456 

Middlesex  Railroad  Co.,  tracks  a  43, 198 

Baxter,  Francis  J.  481 

Spriukling :  from  Hereford  st.  to  West  Chester  park  a  199 

Carter,  Wm.  E.  S.  258 

Commonwealth  avenue — 

Canning  Samuel,  jr.  456 

Extension,  agreement  with  abutters  and  contract  for  filling 

Coburn,  Joseph  D.  456 

authorized  a  28,  c  31,  54,  73 

Conant,  Geo.  W.456 

Sidewalks  :  No.  256,  petition  a  230  ;  order  passed  a  248 

Cook,  Charles  P.  481 

No.  119,  petition  a  230  ;  order  passed  a  248 

Cook,  Wm.  P.  456 

Nos.  258  and  260,  petition  a  241 

Copeland,  W.  M.  H.  456 

No.  182,  petition  a  241 

Crawford,  Thomas  A.  456 

No.  327,  petition  a  413  ;  order  passed  447 

Curtis,  Daniel  B.  456 

No.  262,  petition  a  443  ;  order  passed  458 

Derby,  Isaac  W.  456 

No.  238,  petition  a  456  ;  order  passed  467 

Doherty,  John  F.  456 

No.  165,  petition  a  480  ;  order  passed  500 

Duddy,  John  A.  456 

No.  246,  petition  a  543 ;  order  passed  574 

Damrell,  John  E.  S.  481 

Telephone   poles  :  petition  a  327  ;  report  and   order  of  notice 

Darling,  Hinds  R.  481 

267  ;  remonstrances,  hearing  postponed  400,  426  ;  leave  to 

Dearborn,  Albion  P.  481 

withdraw  457 

Drew,  Alvin  S.  481 

Plank  walk  :  between  Chester  park  and  Hereford  St.,  petition  a 

Drew,  George  G.  481 

518 ;  order  passed  574 

Duggan,  John  A.  481 

Stable  :  No  120,  petition  a  676  ;  leave  to  withdraw  701 

Fitzpatrick,  John  B.  456 

Bridge  over  park  water-way,  contract  authorized  c  695,  a  700 

Folger,  Thomas  456 

Commonwealth  hats,  Fort  Point  channel  (ward  13)  — 

Forristall,  Henry  M.  456 

Wooden  building  :  erection,  petition  c  475,  a  4S0  ;  permit  c  526, 

Fort,  Wm.  A.  456 

a  533 

Franey,  John  J.  456 

Conant  George  W. — 

Farr,  George  W.  481 

Appointed  constable  a  456 

Fee,  Thomas,  jr.  481 

Conant  street — 

Foss,  Elijah  D.  499 

Grading,  edgestones  near  Bumstead  lane,  petition  a  276 ;  order 

Goodwin,  James  F.  456 

passed  558 

Gorman,  Dennis  J.  456 

Concord  street — 

Grant,  Augustus  456 

Passage-way  leading  to  Rutland  St.,  removal  of  tree,  petition  a 

Gardner,  William  T.  481 

456  ;  leave  to  withdraw  534 

Hall,  Thomas  456 

Condor  street  (ward  1)  — 

Hebard,  Sylvester  H.  456 

Stable  :  No.  87,  petition  a 480  ;  leave  to  withdraw  688 

Hicks,  Wm.  L.  456 

Congdon,  Louis — 

Hovey,  Solomon,  jr.  456 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 

Hutchins,  Luther  456 

Congregational  Club — 

Harrington,  John  C.  481 

Petition  for  use  of  Faneuil  hall  a  174 

Herter,  Robert  481 

Congress  street — 

Ilodgate,  John  M.  481 

Damages  c  120,  a  125 

Ingalls,  Frederick  P.  456 

Name  of  Eastern  av.  changed  to  Congress  st.  a  401 

Jones,  William  K.  481 

Middlesex  U.K.  Co.  additional  cars,  petition  a  649 

Johnson,  Charles  P.  591 

Congress  square — 

Keith  David  B.  400,  481 

Paving:  petition  a  468 

Kallman,  Marcus  481 

Conlan,  James  M. — ■ 

Kelley,  Stephen  P.  481 

24,  26,  28  Vale  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  425  ;  order  passed  447 

Kendall,  John  Y.  481 ;  displaced  591 

Conley,  Bridget — 

Knapp,  Frederick  P.  481 

Commercial  St.,  laying  out,  and  altering  grade   of  Henchman 

Knapp,  Russell  R.  481 

St.,  $1100  damages  a  84 

Lynch,  Nicholas  G.  481 

Conley,  John  J. — 

McCorry,  J.  Stuart  456 

Appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  365 

Macdonald,  Francis  X.  456 

Connelley,  John — 

Martin,  William  D.  456 

134  West  Ninth  st.,  edgestone  and  sidewalk  abatement,  petition 

Mcintosh,  William  H.  456 

a213 

Merriam,  Benjamin  456 

Connerton,  Kllen — 

Munroe,  Abel  B.  456 

70  Broadway,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  629,  c  635 

Munroe.  George  B.  456 

Connolly,  B.  J. — 

McDonald,  Isaac  W.  481 

Corner  llingham  and  Middlesex  sts.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  241 

Munroe,  Jotham  13.  481 

Connolly,  John — 

Noonan,  Daniel  97,  456 

127  Vernon  St.,  trees,  petition  a  258 

Nettleton,  Aaron  F.  456 

Connolly,  Maggie — 

Newell,  John  456 

Sum  due  Patrick  Mulcarron,  deceased  c  455,  a  457 

O'Brien,  John  B.  456 

Connolly,  Martin  J. — 

Patterson,  David  456 

122  Vernon  st. ,  trees,  petition  a  230 ;  order  passed  a  280 

Peters,  Alvah  II.  466 

Connor,  Mrs.  C.  A. — 

Post,  William  S.  456 

White  av..  Centre  and  Orchard  sts.,  sewer,  a  467,  468 

Prentiss,  Henry  456 

Connor,  David — 

Priest,  J.  Edward  456 

Merrimac  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  327,  c  337;   leave  to 

Paine,  Isaiah,  jr.  481 

withdraw  a  388,  c  390 

Troctor,  George  B.  481 

Connor,  Michael — 

Rice,  Augustus  M.  456 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  214,  c  222 

Robie  John  456 

Geneva  av.  extension,  $360  damages  a  466 

Rogers,  John  456 

Conroy,  Henry — 

Rowe,  Joseph  R.  481 

19  Weston  st.,  stable,  petition  a  456  ;  permit  472 

Royce,  Burnham  481 

Constables — 

Smith,  Charles  456 

James   M.  Walsh,  bond,  petition  for  release  as  surety  a  13; 

Smith,  Thomas  M.  456 

report  47 

Spach,  Henry  F.  456 

W.  II.  Warren,  surety  on  bond  of,  petition  for  release  a  349, 

Spinney,  Edwin  B.  456 

630 

Sullivan,  Denis  A.  456 

Bonds  approved:  a  46,  62,  94,  111,  126,  230,  245,  415,  465,  468, 

Smyth,  Edwin  R.  481 

483,  485,  499,  514,  519,  533,  545,  554,  607 

Sherman,  Samuel  S.  481  (reconsideration  and  rejection  485) 

Number  of  constables  a  415,  472 

Simmons,  Simon  481 

Investigation  of  complaints  a  500 

Smith,  Austin  R.  481 

Notice  of  unfiled  bonds  referred  a  633 

Southworth,  Asa  481 

Appointments — 

Sullivan,  Barry  481 

Adams,  Francis  M.  456 

Sweeney,  Christopher  F.  481 

Andrews,  Richard  F.  481 

Swift,  William  II.  481 

Badlam.  Wm.  II.  456 

Tuckerman,  George  N.  83 

Barry,  John  R.  456 

Travers,  Patrick  109 
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Tyler,  William  G.  456 
Wolffsohn,  Siegfried  83,  481 
Wallis,  Elbridge  G.  456 
Wilson,  George  L.  456 
Wright,  Warren  A.  456 
Wyman,  Abraham  G.  456 
Walsh,  Morris  J.  481 
Ware,  Frank  T.  481 
Whiteside,  John  II.  481 
Williams,  Wright  W.  481 
Consumptive's  home,  trustees — 

Blue  hill  av.,  relocation,  $791  damages  a  265,  352 
Conthony,  William  A. — 

Wilmont  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  468  ;  order  passed  500 
Contracts — 

Ordinance  repealing  ordiuance  c  674,  a  677,  c  692 
Cook  &  Handy — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Roxbury  district,  petition  a  174 
Cook,  Charles  P. 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Cook,  Coleman — 

71  Trenton  St.,  stable,  petition  a  465  ;  permit  472 
Cook,  Klorriu  and  wife 

Hallock  st.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  551 
Cook,  James  P. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Cook,  John  C.— 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Cook,  0.  D.— 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Federal  St.  bridge  a  388 
Cook,  William  P.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Cooke,  Henry  A.  et  al. — 

West  Canton  st.,  sewer,  petition  a  230 ;  order  passed  335 
Coolidge,  A.  R.  et  al. — 

Clinton  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  413 
Cooper  street  (ward  7)  — 
Paviog:  petition  a  425 

Between  Charlestown  st.  and  Stillman  pi.,  petition  a  425  ; 
order  passed  447 
Copeland,  C.  F.  etal. — 

Dudley  st.,  between  Blue  hill  av.  and  Brook  av.,  sprinkling, 
petition  a  213 
Copelaud,  W.  M.  II.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Corbett,  Annie 

Newman  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  365  ;  order  passed 
404 
Corcoran,  James,  heirs  of — 

Washington  st.,  relocation,  $67.50  damages  a  97 
Cordeiro,  M.  C.  B. — 

Portrait  of  rear-admiral  John  A.  Winslow,  petition  for  purchase 
a  95, 145,  c  146,  166,  a  177,  c  181,  201 
Corey  street  (ward  23) — 

Stable :  petition  a  4S0  j  permit  500 
Costello,  M.  W.  et  al.— 

Station  St.,  grading  etc.,  petition  a  349 
Costello,  William  P.— 

Appointed  undertaker  a  327 
Cottage  street — 

Watering  :  petition  a  230 

Crosswalk:  at  intersection  of  West  Cottage  and  Dudley  sts., 
petition  a  480  ;  report  500 
Cotting,  Charles  U.  et  al. — ■ 

Newbury  st.,  grading,  etc.  petition  a  480 
Cottle,  Henry  W.— 

'Change  av.,  Merchant's  hotel,  projection  of  lantern,  petition 
a  y7,  c  99;  permit  a  112 
Cotton,  Charles  II. — 

173  Blue  hill  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  514;  order  passed  521 
Cotton,  Robert — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  213 
County  of  Suffolk- 
Constables — see  Constables 
County  accounts,  standing  committee  a  12 
New  court-house  :  committee  a  15 ;  order  relating  to  rights  and 
duties  of  common  council  c  22,25;  report  106,  122;  order 
to  petition  lor  authority  to  take  land  a  30;  indefinitely 
postponed  a  44  ;  topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44  ; 
order  to  protest  against  commission  to  take  land  and  for 
authority  to  take  land  by  city  council  c  41;  indefinitely 
postponed  a  44;  petition  of  Henry  VV.  Paine  et  al.  referred 
u  15 ;  report  a  44 ;  resolves  and  order  in  opposition  to  com- 
mission, and  order  to  apply  for  act  authorizing  county 
commissioners  to  take  land  a  44;  order  passed  for  judiciary 
committee  to  ask  for  act  authorizing  city  council  to  take 
land  c  107,  108;  committee  on  topic  in  mayor's  address  re- 
quested to  report  expedient  action  a  175;  report,  recom- 
mitted a  261;  resolve  in  opposition  to  Pemberton  sq.  site, 
c  274,  292;  substitute  orders  passed  c  292;  indefinitely 
postponed  a  29S;  resolves  passed  c  309;  indefinitely  post- 
poned a  691 ;  remonstrance  from  members  of  Suffolk  bar 
referred  a  314;  report  in  favor  of  Pemberton  sq.  site  a  587  ; 
substitute  order  to  take  reservoir  lot,  etc.  5S8;  discussion 
a  591;  amended  order  passed  a  607;  order  to  petition  for 
authority  to  incur  county  debt   a  611,  613;  indefinitely 


postponed  c  621;  order  to  petition  for  contribution  from 
other  counties  a  611, 613;  indefinitely  postponed  c  621;  order 
to  remodel  court-house  a  611;  referred  to  next  board  of 
aldermen  a  613 

Public  records :  topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 

Probation  officer  :  report  a  4S;  horse  and  vehicle  a  484 

Jurors  drawn  a  43,  59,  109,  124,  155,  174,  213,  241,  258,314,319, 
365,  413,  443,  456,  468,480,  499,  533,  543,  551,  591,  663 

Summoning  of  jurors,  petition   alleging  fraud  a  64;  report, 
leave  to  withdraw  a  112 

Clerk  of  municipal  court  (S.B.),  appropriation  for  clerk-hire, 
petition  a  174,  c  181 

Judge  of  Roxbury  municipal  court,  bill  for  examination  of  in- 
sane persons,  petition  a  349 ;  leave  to  withdraw  429 

Repairs  and  furniture  for  county  buildings  authorized  a  48 

Social  law  library  a  26,  47,  568,  587 

Medical  examiner,  telephonic  service  a  64 

Clerk-hire  in  the  courts  a  64,  116, 198,  246.  317,  335,  388,  429, 
458,  500,  546,  630,  700 

Jury  list  a  143,  ISO 

Suffolk  deeds,  printing  first  volume  a  176,  211 

Index  of  attachments  a  265,  366,  631 

Semi-annual  report  of  houses  of  detention  a  386,  700 
Court  street — 

Coaches  a  59,  94 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  120,  a  125,  663,  c  670 
Cousens,  John  E. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal,  inspector  of  hay  and  straw,  meas- 
urer of  wood  and  bark  a  400 
Couthouy,  W.  A.  et  al. — 

Wilmont  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  468 
Couthouy,  W.  A.— 

Elmore  st.  corner  Wilmont  st.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  551; 
permit  574 
Covington,  Leonard — 

■Virginia  av.  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  365;  permit  388 
Cowdry   E.  T.  &  Co.— 

Wells  st.,  steam  pipe,  petition  a  425 
Crawford  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  97 

Grading :  from  Warren  st.  to  Walnut  av.,  order  passed  a  281 

Sewer  :  petition  a  468 ;  report  500 
Cross  street — 

Paving:   between   Haymarket  sq.  and   Hanover   st.,  petition 
a  443 
Culvert  street — 

Macadamizing,  gutters,  sidewalks  a  155 

Crosswalk  :  junction  of  Cabot  St.,  report  a  248 
Culvert  place — 

Stable:  petition  a  366;  permit  3S8;   remonstrance  414;  condi- 
tional permit  429 
Cumberland  street — 

Grading  a  47,  c  49,  71 
Cumston  place — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks :  petition  a  480;  order  passed  500 
Curtis  street,  E.  B. — 

Moving  wooden  buildings  to  corner  Pope  St.,  petition  a  468 

Stable  :  corner  Pope  St.,  petition  a  514  ;  permit  534 
Curve  street — 

Between  Hudson  and  Tyler  sts.,  roadway  and  southerly  side- 
walk closed  a  483,  650 
Crawford,  Thomas  A.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Creed,  Ellen  E. — 

194  West  Ninth  st.  (S.B.)  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment, 
petition  a  124;  order  passed  a  145 
Crocker,  Samuel  R.,  heirs  of — 

Linden  st.  (Brighton),  sewer,  $32.67  abatement  a  472 
Crocker,  Uriel  H.  et  al. — 

Province  St.,  grading,  paving,  petition  a  443 
Crockett,  Edwin  L. — 

East  Boston  (south)  ferry  (E.B.)  damages,  petition  a  209,  c  220 
Crockett.  William  D.— 

50  Dale  st.  (Iloxbury),  sidewalk,  petition  0  456;  order  passed  407 
Cronin,  Catherine — ■ 

Hanover  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  18,  a  26;   leave  to 
withdraw  c  137 
Cronin,  Patrick  II.  councilman  (ward  12)  — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  paving  c  11 

Remarks : 

Second  assistant  assessors  208 
Crosby,  Bernard — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  214,  c  222 
Crosby,  Florence  W.  administratrix — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  oi  stall  No.  60  a  128 
Crosby,  Frederick — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  No.  60  a  128 
Crosby,  Patrick  el  al. — 

lveyes  st.,  grading  etc.,  petition  a  43 
Cross,  D.  G.  etal.— 

Nuisance   on   South   bay  c  172,  a  174,  c  324,  a  329,  4^2,  c  405, 
a  415,c  419,  479,  a  480 
Cross,  U.  B.  et  al.— 

Seaverns  av..  grading,  gravelling,  petition  a  26 

Macadamizing  etc.,  petition  a  93  ;  order  passed  403 
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Crowley,  Dennis — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Crowley,  John  C. — 

Elected  member  of  school  committee  a  665 
Cruft,  Isaac  S.— 

Greenville  st.,  alteration  of  boundary   line  of  land,  petition 
a  139,  c  146 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  198,  c  200 
Cudworth,  S.  S.— 

East  Chester  park,  petition  that  it  be  put  in  order  a  241 
Cumings,  Charles  B.  et  al. — 

Greenough  av.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  514 
Cummings,  Sally  C. — 

Commercial  St.,  widening,  and  estate  in   Holden  court,  SJ397 
damages  a  63 
Cundy,  William  H. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Cunuiff,  Michael  M.  et  at.— 

Waltham  St.,  between  Washington  st.  and  Harrison  ay.,  side- 
walks, gutters,  etc.,  petition  a  139 
Cunningham,  S.  B. — 

134  West  Fourth  st. ,  stable,  petition  a  443 ;  leave  to  withdraw 
701 
Cunningham,  Thomas — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  114,  c  222 
Cunningham,  Thomas  et  al. — 

Chelsea  and  Henley  sts.,  paving,  petition  a  93 
Curran,  Ellen — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries,  petition  c  364,  a  365;    leave  to  with- 
draw c  410, a  415 
Currier  &  Sanders — 

Sullivan    sq.   to   Litchfield's  wharf,  passenger  wagon,  petition 
a  365 ;  leave  to  withdraw  387 

Hancock  sq.  (Charlestown)  to  harbor  boats,  passenger  wagon, 
petition  a  400;  permit  415 
Curtis,  Adoniram — 

Sprinkling  city  streets,  petition  a  155 ;  permit  a  179 
Curtis,  Daniel  B. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Curtis,  Franklin  et  al. — 

Warren  st.,  from  Copeland  to  Rockland  sts.,  crossing,  petition 
a  533 
Curtis,  George — 

Prevention  of  injury  to  wharf  on  Roxbury  canal,  petition  a  93, 
c99 
Curtis,  George  et  al.— 

Harbor  master  for  Roxbury  canal,  petition  a  96;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  280, c  283 
Curtis,  Nelson — 

Walden  and  Heath  sts.,  sewer,  petition  a  543 
Cushing,  A.  R.  et  al.— 

Temple  pi.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  139 ;  permit  a  159 
Cushing,  Benjamin — 

Nominated  assessor  c  92  ;  elected  a  93,  c  99 
Cushing,  Ernest  \V. — 

Newbury  St.,  near  168,  plank  walk,  petition  a  514 
Cushing  &  Bail  el  al.— 

First  St..  at  C  st.,  crossing,  petition  a  607 
Cushing,  Nathan  et  al. — 

Richmond  st.,  between    Fulton  and   Commercial  sts.,  paving, 
petiion  a  456 ;  order  passed  467 
Cushing,  T.  F. — 

Newbury  st.  (ward  11),  stable,  petition  a  213 

Newbury  St.,  grading,  petition  a  468 
Cutter,  Abram  E. — 

Elected  member  of  school  committee  a  665 

D  Street- 
Extension  across  Old  Colony  railroad  at  grade  :  order  to  peti- 
tion for  act  referred  c  57,  a  59  ;   communication  to  mayor 
from    president  O.C.R.  referred    a  62,  c  66  ;  report  from 
street  commissioners  that  railroad  commissioners  refuse 
permit  a  95,  c  99;  order  for  street  commissioners  to  confer 
with    O.C.U.  Co.  referred  c  173,  a  175;    notice  of  call  for 
report  c  347;  report,  further  time  allowed  c  411,  a  415; 
call  for  report  c  605  ;  report  referred  c  625,  a  629;  report 
referred  to  finance  committee  of  next  city  council  c  646, 
a  649 
Engine  and  boiler  :  No.  150,  petition,  order  notice  a  649;   hear- 
ing 676 ;  permit  688 
Dacey,  Timothy  .1 . — 

Appointed  trustee  of  City  hospital  a  213,  c  222 
Dailey,  Edward  B. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Dakin,  .1.  V.  et  al. — 

Bliilcemore  st.,  grading,  petition  a  400 
Dale  street — 

Sidewalks  :  at  No.  50,  petition  a  456  ;  order  passed  467 
At  Nos.  52  and  54,  petition  a  533 
Dale  avenue  (Roxbury) — 
Lamps:  petition  a  499 
Daley,  lillen  M.  J.— 

208  Sliawmut  av.  personal  injuries,  petition  c  694,  a  700 
Dallas  place — 

Trees:  removal,  petition  a  109 
Dallenger,  Frank  W.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  314 


Dalrymple,  James  T. — 

Appointed  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Dalton,  Charles  II.  — 

Appointed  park  commissioner  c  322,  a  329 
Daly,  Thomas  H.  — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Damrell,  John  E.  S.  — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Damrell,  John  S. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  buildings  a  518,  c  523 
Dana,  OtisD.— 

Corner  Broadway  and  51  St.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  248 
Daniels,  Albert  W.  — 

Brighton  av.,  damages,  petition  a  77,  c  86;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  246, c  249 
D'Arcey  &  Atwood  — 

East  Boston,  license  to  sprinkle  streets,  petition  a  109;  permit 
a  127      ' 
Darling,  Hinds  R.  — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Dartmouth  street  — 

Sidewalk  :  abatement  a  124, 145 

Tracks  :  from  Tremont  to  Marlborough  sts.  a  276 

Public  library  site :  corner  Boylston  st.  a  63,  c  66,  a  276,  c  283, 
a  402,  414,  431,  c  436 

Bridge  repairs  a  403 

Triangular  lot :  petition  to  lay  out  as   public   square    a  518, 
c523 
Davis,  Adolphus  S.  — 

Nuisance  in  lower  Mystic  pond,  petition  c  548,  a  554;  report 
referred  to  water  board  c  624,  a  629 
Davis,  George  IT. — 

Mt.  Washington  av.   bridge,  election  of  superintendent,  peti- 
tions in  favor  c  136,  a  142;  ballots  c  149,  a  156 
Davis,  George  H. — 

East  Newton  St.,  cancelling  conditions  upon  land — see  Stevens, 
Calvin 
Davis,  H.  H.  et  al.— 

Capen,  Evans,  Nelson  sts.  (ward  24) ,  lamps,  petition  a  568 
Davis,  Henry  A. — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  north  scales  a  189 
Davis,  Horatio — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Davis,  James  G. — 

Elected  overseer  of  poor  a  175,  c  182 
Davis,  James  M. — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  214,  c  222 
Davis,  J.  Alba — 

Rockview  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  grading,  petition  a  327 
Davis,  Joseph  P. — 

Nominated  and  elected  citv  engineer  a  64,  c  87;  resignation  a 
111 ;  accepted  a  129,  c 130 
Davis,  Maria  II. — 

Enfield  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  414 ;  permit  429 

Enfield  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  465;  order  for  hearing  472;  hear- 
ing 480;  order  passed  500 
Davis,  Ormus  C. — 

Edgeworth  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  109,  c  120 
Davis,  P.  T.— 

Union  sq.  (ward  25),  stable,  petition  a  533;  permit  547 
Davis,  Salome — 

Tremont  St.,  sewer  assessment  a  98 
Davis,  Thomas  W. — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  surveyor  a  64,  c  87 
Davis,  William  F. — 

Nominated  and  elected  water  registrar  a  64,  c  87;  bond  ap- 
proved a  554 
Davis,  W.  II.  et  al.— 

Capen,  Evans,  Kelson  sts.  (ward  24),  lamps,  petition  a  365 
Day.  Leonard- 
Third  st.  approval  of  houses,  petition  a  258,  c  268;  order  passed 
c307 
Day,  Maria  L. — 

West  Springfield  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  120,  a  125 
Day  street  (Roxbury) 

Claims :  damages  a  327,  c  337 
Dean,  Charles  A. — 

Elmore  st.  and  Walnut  av.,  sewer,  petition  a  174 ;  hearing  276 

Wilmont  st.  sewer,  petition  a. 109;  order  of  notice  144;  hearing 
155 ;  order  passed  300 

Wilmont  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a425  ;  order  passed 
447 
Dean,  Charles- 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  314 
Dean,  Theodore — 

Howard  st  near  Hampden  st.  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  213 
Dearborn,  Albion  P. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Dearborn  place — 

Trees :  removal,  order  passed  a  280 
Dearborn  street — 

Edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks  :  around  square  at  intersection 
of  Albany  and  Mall  sts.,  also  on  westerly  side  of  Dearborn 
St.,  order  passed  a  248 

Sidewalk  :  No.  61,  order,  passed  a  248 

Telegraph  poles  a  534 
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Dealing,  W.  II.— 

768  Washington  St.,  transparency,  petition  a  543 
Deblois,  Stephen  G.  etal. — 

Newbury  St.,  telephone  poles,  remonstrance  a  400 
Decker,  Louisa — 

42  La  Grange  place,  lantern,  permit  a  545 
Decoration  Day — 

Thomas  G.   Stevenson,  Post  26  G.A.R.,  invitation  accepted, 

c  IS, a  26 
Half-holiday  to  employes  e  296,  a  297 
Address  of  Rev.  L.  P.  i'ownsend  c  324 
Non-compliance  with  permission  to  parade  c  325,  a  329,  c  346, 

a  349 
©200  to  each  post  c  40,  55,  a  59,  129 
Decoration  of  Armv  and  Navy  Monument,  c  90,  a  93,  c    106 

alio,  c  136,  a  139,  c  146 
Post  113  G.A.K.  invitation  accepted  a  143 
Post  92  G-.A.R.  invitation  accepted  a  245,  c  249 
Dedham  street — 

Sidewalk :  corner  Albany  St.,  petition  a  518 ;  order  passed  574 
Modification  of  deed,  petition  a  551,  c  559  ;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  614, c  621 
Deer  Island — 

Claims :  for  personal  injuries  c  57,  a  59 
Deering,  Samuel — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  214,  c  222; 
Deighan,  Peter- 
Petition  for  position  of  draw-tender  a  443,  c  454 
Delaney,  Mary  B. — 

Maverick  sq.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  443,   c  454;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  546,  c  548 
Demain,  Mrs.  Mary  C. — 

Court  st.,  personal  inquiries,  petition  c  120,  a  125 
Denney,  Thomas  J.,  councilman  (ward  12) — 
Oaths  of  office  3 

Appointed  :  committee  on  elections  4  ;    Mt.  Hope  and   Cedar 
Grove  cemeteries  11 
Dennie,  Charles  H. — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  and  county  treasurer  a  280,  c  292 
Denon,  Patrick  M.— 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Derby,  Isaac  W. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Deshon,  O.  F.  et  al.— 

Washington  St.,  from  Walkhill  st.  to  Dedham  line,  gravelling, 
etc..  petition  a  26 
Dever,  John  F. — 

Elected  representative  from  20th  district  of  Suffolk  county  a  95 
Devereux,  John  N. — 

Appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  109 
Devereux  &  Meserve  — 

Stable,  petition  a  43  ;  permit  a  65 
Devine,  Honora — 

Sidewalk  :  corner  C  and  Seventh  sts.,  order  passed  a  317 
Devine,  James,  councilman  (ward  20) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  salaries  c  11 
Devine,  James,  et  al. — 

Orchard  park,  sprinkling,  petition  a  241 
Devlin,  Thomas  II.,  councilman  (ward  13) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  claims  11 ;  common  11 
Remarks : 

Superintendent  of  bridges  148 
Appropriation  bill  1S3 
Carson's  excavating  machine  200 
City  forester's  greenhouse  221 
Trustees  of  City  hospital  273 
Charlestown  almshouse  2S5 
Fourth  of  July  music  347 
250th  anniversary  462,  478 
Public  parks  513,  532 
Devon  street- 
Sewer:  between  Blue  Hill  av.  and  Warren  st.,  petition  a  425; 
order  passed  446 
Devon  street  (ward  25)  — 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Co.,  wooden  building,  petition  c  57, 

a  59  ;  permit  a  9i,  e  99,  106 
Corner  Fourth  st.,  wooden  building,  petition  a  109,  c  120;  per- 
mit a  126, c  130 
Stable:  B.  &  A.  R.  Co.,  petition  a  93;  permit  a  112 
Devonshire  street — - 

Fire  of  Dec.  28-29, 1879,  investigation  c21,  40, a 43;  report  of 
inspector  of  buildings  c  73,  a  77;  report  of  fire  commission- 
ers c  151 
Middlesex  li.R.  Co.  additional  cars,  petition  a  649 
DeWolf,  Mary— 

Tremoot  St.,  sewer  assessment  a  98 
De  Wolf  street- 
Grading,  macadamizing,  edgestones,  gutters,  petition  a  365; 
order  passed  467 
Dexter,  S.  P.  et  al.— 

Ilancock  st.  (Dorchester),  sidewalks,  etc.,  petition  a  59 
Increase  of  light  in  street  lamps,  petition  a  59;  report  665 
Columbia  st.  (ward  24),  junction  with  Bellevue   anl  Glendalc 
sts.,  crossing,  petition  a  586 


Dexter,  S.  P.— 

Trull  st.  (ward  24),  petition  to  put  in  order  a  241 
Dickson,  Marshall  — 

Corner  Leverett  and  Brighton  sts.,  injuries  to  himself  and  ve- 
hicle, petition  a  586,  c  601 
Dimond,  E.  J.  — 

Taft's  place  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  258;  permit  a  281 
Dix,  John  H.— 

Rear  347  Beacon  st.  stable,  petition  a  5S6;  remonstrance  613; 
permit  OSS 
Dix  street  (ward  24)  — 

Grading,  edgestones,  etc. :  petition  a  209 ;  order  passed  403 

Sewer:  petition  a  425;   order  notice  446;  hearing  456;   order 
passed  407 
Dixou,  Edward,  councilman  (ward  6) — 

Qualified  c  390 

Appointed  :  committee  on  ferries  412 
Doane  street — 

Repairs,  etc. :  petition  a  465 
Dodge,  Frederic  L. — ■ 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  139 
Dodge,  George  R. — 

Appointed  public  weigher,  a  125 
Doe,  I'reeman  J.  and  Charles  H.  Gass — 

F.  U.  market,  lease  of  stalls  and  cellar  a  467 
Doer,  Joseph,  et  al. — 

Increase  of  light  in  street  lamps,  petition  a  124;  report  665 
Doggett,  N.  B.— 

Essex  st.  extension,  land  damages,  petition  a  533 
Doherty,  Cornelius  F.,  councilman  (ward  2)  — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  common  11;  public  lands  11 
Doherty,  Daniel — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Doherty,  Daniel,  et  al. — 

Causeway  st.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  109 
Doherty,  John,  councilman  (ward  7)  — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  harbor  11 ;  health  11;  new  bridge  to 
Charlestown  21 

Remarks : 

Appropriation  bill  183 
Doherty,  John  F. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Doherty,  James,  et  al. — 

Prevention  of  loading  or  discharging  of  vessels  on  the  Sabbath , 
petition  a  93;  report  inexpedient  a  402,  c  405 
Doherty,  M.  et  al. — 

North  st.,  paving,  petition  a  314  ;  order  passed  367 
Doherty,  Michael — 

Petition  for  release  as  surety  from  bond  a  349 ;  report  a  630 
Doherty,  Patrick — 

Petition  to  be  released  as  surety  from  bond  a  13,  47 
Dolan,  John — 

North  Margin  st.  near  Lafayette  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  327 
Dolan,  Martin — 

Beacon   st.  near  West  Chester  park,  grade  damages,  petition 
a  4S0 
Dolan,  William  — 

Elected  inspector-in-chief  of  lighters  a  197,  c  225 
Donahoe,  Charles  W.,  councilman  (ward  15) 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  overseers  of  the  poor  11 

Remarks: 

Extension  of  D  st.  57 
Donahoe,  Michael — 

Estate  on  Middlesex  st.,  petition  a  59,c66;  a97,  c  106 ;  new 
agreement,  etc.  a  97,  c  106 
Donahoe,  Michael  E.— 

Appointed  undertaker  a  413 
Donahoe,  Timothy  G. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Donaldson,  William — 

91  Blue  Hill  av.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  349  ;  permit  367 

Woodbine  st.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  443  ;  permit  483 
Donehey,  Maurice — 

Swan  St.  (S.B.),  personal  injuries,  petition  c  476,  a  4S0 
Donnelly,  J.  &  Sons — 

Posting  bills  on  fences,  petition  a  43,  c49;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  85, c 86 
Donovan,  Daniel — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  213 
Donovan,  John — 

Personal  injuries  at  Deer  island  c  57,  a  59;  leave  to  withdraw 
c  lt)6,  a  110 
Doogue,  William  — 

Nominated  superintendent  of  common  and  public  grounds  a  64; 
elected  c  100,  a  110 

$1200  for  use  of  greenhouse,  etc.  a  214,  c  220,  232 
Dooley,  Margaret — 

177  West  Seventh  st.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  499 
Dorchester  avenue — 

Claims  :  injuries  to  person  and  carriage  a  26,  c  31.  a  158,  c  160 

Mechanics'  National  Hank,  removal  of  telegraph  post  a  30,  47 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 

Widening  :  damages  a  197 
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Sprinkling:  from  Swctt  st.  to  Mt.  Vernon  st.  a  1(19 

From  Field's  corner  to  dividing  line  between  wards  24  and 

15  a  213 
"  Portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Wooden  building:  removal  to  Adams  St.,  petition  a  241;  per- 
mit 483 
Edgestones:  at  Milton  Lower  Mills  a  258 
Grading :  between  Washington  and  Codman  sts.  a  276 

At  Milton  Lower  Mills  a  276 
Stables  :  near  Greenwich  st..  petition  a  365;  permit  415 

Petition  a  518;  permit  547 
Sidewalks  :  order  passed  a  367 

Coiner  Victoria  st.,  petition  a  413;  order  passed  447 
Plank,  request  to  restore  c  40 
Trees:  removal,  petition  a  425  ;  order  passed  534 

Near  Victoria  st.,  removal,  petition  a  551 ;  report  587 
Crossing  :  at  King  St.,  petition  a  513  ;  report  534 
Telegraph  poles  :  petition  a  383 

Near  Puller  St.,  petition  a  518;  permit  534 
Between  Foundry  and  Adams  sts.,  permit  a  589 
Sewer  :  damages,  petition  a  468,  c  475;  leave  to  withdraw  a  690, 
c692 
Dorchester  Gas  Light  Co. — 

Contract  authorized  a  352 
Dorchester  street — 

Watering:  from  Broadway  to  Eighth  St.,  petition  a  241 
Gutters,  macadamizing,  order  passed  a  281 

Passenger  wagon  :  corner  Broadway  to  Oakland  gardens,  peti- 
tion a  314 
Church  ot'St.  Augustine :  iron  fence,  petition  a  258 
Boundary  line  adjusted  a  666,  c  670 
Clock,  order  passed  a  557,  c  559 
Dorchester  Trust  Funds — ■ 

Annual  report  of  treasurer  c  274 
Dorr,  Joseph,  et  al. — 

Ellery  st.  between  Swett  and  Boston  sts.,  grading  macadamiz- 
ing, edgestones,  petition  a  230  ;  order  passed  317 
Dorr,  Morris— 

Renfrew  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  349  ;  order  passed  367 
Doughty,  Royal  M.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  213 
Dove,  lionora — 

Belmont  st.  (Charlestown),  personal   injuries,    petition  a   97, 
c  99 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  516,  c  548 
Dove,  John — 

Appointed  fence-viewer  a  214,  c  222 
Inquiry  into  acts  of,  petition  a  327,  c  337 
Dove,  Maria — 

Quincy  st.  (Roxbury)  edgestones,  abatement,  petition  a  124; 
order  passed  a  179 
Dove  street  (S.B.)  — 

Grade  damages,  order  to  pay  a  29 
Stable  :  petition  a  383  ,  permit  534 
Dove  street — 

Abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  a  213 

Grading,  edgestones,  gutters,  gravelling,  from  Quincy  St.  to 
Blue  Hill  av.,  order  passed  a  281 
Dover  street- 
South  Boston  Railroad  Co.,  increase  of  cars  a  155,  217,  630 
Stable  :  petition  a  327  ;  permit  402 
Telegraph  poles  :  a  535,  589 
Dow,  James,  et  al. — 

Norfolk  street,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  26 
Dow,  Moses  A. — 

Charlestown   almshouse,  remonstrance  against  abandonment 
c  73,  a  77 
Dow,  Moses  A.  et  al. — 

Bow  st  (Charlestown),  paving,  petition  a  443 
Dowd,  Peter  A.  (or  person  or  persons  unknown)  — 

Beverly  street,  ordered  to  renew  telegraph  poles  a  85 
Downer.  Samuel,  et  al. — 

Dorchester  av.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 

Commercial  St.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  109 

Pleasant  and  Commercial  sts.  (ward  24),  sprinkling,    petition 

a  209 
DeWolf  st. ,  grading,  edgestones,  petition  a  365 
Downer  avenue  (Dorchester) — 

Sewer:  from  Pleasant  st.  280  feet,  petition  a  13,  c  16;  order  of 

notice,  a  216,  230  ;  hearing  a  241 
Grading  :  petition  a  13 
Downer  street  (Roxbury)  — 

Trees:    corner   Tremont    st.,    petition   a   230;    order    passed 

a  280 
Sewers:  petition  a  241;    hearing  276;    order  passed  300;    dis- 
charged into  Brookline  sewer  a  266 
Downes  Sc  Barron — 

Central  st..  damages,  petition  a  124,  c  130 
Downing,  Emanuel — 

Princeton  st.,  damage  to  estate,  petition  c  120,  a  125;  leave  to 
withdraw  c  565,  a  568 
Downing,  J.  R. — 

Kendrick    St.,   rear   Lake   St.,   ward   25,   wooden    addition    to 

building,  petition  c  581,  a  586,  591,  c  601 
Kendrick  st.  stable,  petition  a  586;  permit  616 
Drew,  Alvin  S. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 


Drew,  George  G. — ■ 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Drew,  Joseph  L. 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Drew,  Joshua  L.  et  al. — 

K  st.  crosswalk,  petition  a  230 

Drew,  SamuelS.,  etal. — 

Downer  av.,  sewer,  petition  a  13;  grading,  petition  a  13 
Driscoll,  Daniel  F.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  297 
Driscoll,  James — ■ 

Barker  and  Gardner  sts.  (W.R.),  movement  of  iron  boiler,  per- 
mit a  159 
Drisko,  A.  S.  et  al. — 

Warren  st.  near  Blue  Hill  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  174 
Drivers'  Union  Ice  Company — 

Rutherford   av.    (ward   5),  wooden   building,  petition   a  327, 
c337;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
Dromey,  William  W. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  120,  a  124,  c  130,  a  139 
Drury,  Constant  F. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  e  161 

5  Mt.  Pleasant  place  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  365;  leave  to 
withdraw  467 
Drury,  Otis,  administrator  and  trustee — 

Assessment  of  damages  for  land  taken  by  Old  Colony  R.R.  Co., 
petition  and  order  of  notice  a425  ;  hearing,  order  passed  456 
Duane,  John  II.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Duard,  Franz — 

193  and  195  Centre  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  order  passed  a  404 
Duddy,  John  A. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Dudley,  Henry,  et  al. — 

Albans  st.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  59 
Dudley,  Otis  B.,  councilman  (ward  4) — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected  :  committee  on  accounts  10 

Appointed  :  committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  11 ;  resigned  412  ; 
public  library  11 ;  assessors'  department  412 

Remarks: 

Visit  to  Mystic  water  works  423 
Dudley  Peleg,  heirs  of— 

Tremont  St.,  sewer,  abatement  a  98 
Dudley  avenue  (ward  23) — ■ 

Stable:  petition  a  499;  permit  515 
Dudley  street — 

Sidewalk  :   petition  a  209;  order  passed  a  248;  at  780,  petition 
a  276  ;  order  passed  317 

Sprinkling  :  petition  a  213,  230 

"  Portion,"  order  passed  a  248 

Crosswalks  :  from  Clarence  st.  to  Lewis  place,  petition  a  109 
F'roin  Alexander  av.  to  Taylor  av.,  report  a  248 
At  intersection   of  Cottage   and  west  Cottage  sts.,    petition 

a  480  ;  report  500 
At  Howard  av.,  petition  a  568 
At  Dudley  st.  opera  house,  petition  a  568 

Wooden  buildings  :  movement  from  321  to  Langdon  St.,  permit 
a  416 
Movement  across  Dudley  St.,  permit  a  447 

Druggist's  mortar  :  at  Upham's  corner,  petition  a  456,  c  460  ; 
report  a  472 

Telegraph  poles  :  a  534,  535 

Track:  nearly  opposite  Brook  av.,  petition  a  543;  report  and 
order  notice  568  ;  hearing  613 ;  order  passed  631 

Stable :  near  Brook  place,  petition  a  568  ;  report  590 
Duereaux,  Maria — 

Release  granted  a  614 
Duffy,  Patrick— 

Parnell  St.,  laying  out,  $300  damages  a  466 
Dugan,  Daniel  — 

Deceased,  order  to  pay  dues  c  674,  a  676 
Duggan, John  A. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Duncklee,  Joshua  S. — 

Nominated  assessor  c  92  ;  elected  a  93,  c  99 
Dunn,  Hugh — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  214,  c  222 
Dunn,  Patrick — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Dunning,  J.  N.— 

East  Boston,  house  offal,  contract  authorized  c  695,  a  700 
Dunreath  place  (ward  21)  — 

Stable  :  corner  Warren  St.,  petition  a  499;  permit  515 
Dunton,  I.  M.  &  Co.— 

2085-87  Washington  St.,  land  damages,  petition  a  543 
Durham  street — 

Grading  a  47,  c  49,  71 
Dwyer,  William  W.  et  al.— 

Chelsea  St.,  from   Maverick  sq.  to  Decatur  St.,  macadamizing, 
petition  a  349 
Dyer,  John  A. — 

Appointed  weigher  and  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Dyer,  Micah,  jr.— 

Upham's  Corner  to  corner  Upham's  av.  and  Hancock  St.  (ward 
24) ,  crosswalk,  petition  a  568 
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E  street — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  13 

Grade  damages,  order  to  pay  a  29 
Eagle  square — 

Grading  and  macadamizing :  petition  a  241 
Eagle  street — 

Grading  and  macadamizing :  petition  a  241 

Grading  and  gravelling:  from  Putnam  to  Prescott  sts.,  petition 
a  241 
Earl  street — 

Lamps:  petition  a  241 

Stable :  petition  a  349 ;  permit  402 
East  Boston  Citizens'  Trade  Association — 

Contagious  diseases,  petition  a   155,  c  160;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  198, c  200 

Porter  St.  sewer,  petition  to  relay  from  Bremen  St.    to  outlet 
a  297 

Sewer  improvements  at  East  Boston,  petition  a  327 

Playgrounds,  petition  c  316 
East  Boston  ferries — see  Ferries 
East  Boston  Gas  Light  Co. — 

Contract  authorized  a  545 
East  Boston  Savings  Bank — 

Terrace  st.  from  Tremout,  st.   to  end  of  Drury  block,   edge- 
stones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  258 

Chelsea  St.,  sidewalks,  edgestones,  petition  a425 
East  Boston  Trade  Association — 

Ferry  slip,  foot  of  State  St.,  petition  a  43,  c  49 
East  Broadway — 

Wooden  building:  movement  from  East  Fourth  st.,  petition 
a  276 

Tracks :  connection  with  track  on  Emerson  st.,  petition  a  241 ; 
hearing  314  ;  permit  430 

Error  corrected  in  conveyance  of  land  a  618,  c  621 
East  Canton  street — 

Sidewalks  :  between  Harrison  av.  and  Albany  St.,  petition  a  465 
East  Chester  park — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  a  155, 179 

Stable  :  petition  a  213 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  241 

Grading,  etc.;  from   Albany  st.   to  Five  corners  a  258,  c  398, 
a  400 

Extension  :  damages  a  352 

Grading:    from  Five  corners  to   Clapp  st.   c  461,  a  465,  c  490, 
a  499 
East  Dedharn  street — 

New  bond  and  agreement  for  land  a  155,  c  160,  a  211,  c  220 

Reduction  in  price  of  land,  petition  a  468,  c  475  ;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  499,  c  502 
East  Dover  street — 

S.B.  Railroad  Co.  permit  to   connect  track  with   Metropolitan 
a  467 
East  Eagle  street — 

Lamps,  petition  a  241 
East  Eighth  street — 

Edgestones  ;  abatement  of  assessment  a  139 
No.  273,  petition  a  514 

Sidewalks :  between  Dorchester  and  Lowland  sts,  petition  a  189 ; 
order  passed  388 
At  251,  petition  a  425  ;  order  passed  447 
East  Fifth  street — 

Sidewalk  :  petition  a  109 ;  order  passed  a  317 
At  561,  petition  a  258 
At  553.  petition  a  456  ;  order  passed  467 

Sewer:  125  ft.  from  O  st.,  petition  a  468;  order  notice,  500; 
hearing  514;  order  passed  534 

Wooden  building:  at  779,  enlargement,  petition  c  475  a  480; 
permit  c  526,  a  533 

Edgestones,  sidewalk  :  Nos.  548  &  550,  petition  a  499 
East  Fust  street  (ward  14)— 

Erection  of  wooden  building  a  124,  c  130 
East  Fourth  street — 

Sidewalk  :  No.  590,  order  passed  a  198 

Wooden  building:  movement  to  East  Broadway,  petition  a  276 

Paving :  order  passed  a  317 
East  Newton  street — 

Cancelling  conditions  upon  land,  a  155,  cl60,  a  211,  c  220 

Repaving  and  putting  in  order,  petition  a  480 
East  Ninth  street- 
Paving  a  327 
East  Second  street  — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  43 

Wooden   building:  movement  from  No.  912  to  rear  of  582  East 
Third  st.  a  209,  217. 
East  Seventh  street  — 

Sidewalk :  No.  411,  petition  a  543 
East  Sixth  street- 
Wooden  buildings :  petition  a  327,  c  337 ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 

Movement  from  879  across  street,  petition  a  499  ;  permit  521 

Grade  :  between  P  and  Q  sts.,  petition  a  514 
East  Swett  street — 

Bradley  Fertilizer  Co.,  wooden  building  a  43,  c  49,  a  110 
East  Third  street — 

Estate  of  Adoniram  Burrill,  taxes,  forfeiture  a  112,  c  120 

Wooden  buildings:  rear  of  No.  582,  movement  from  912  East 
Second  St.  a  209,  217 


To  No.  582,  movement  from  P  St.,  a  209,  217 
Near  K  St.  erection  c  373,  a  383 
Claims  :  personal  injuries,  petition  c  694,  a  700 
Eastern  avenue — 

Telegraph  posts  a  29 
Soutb  ferry  :  widening  c  585,  a  5S6 
Name  changed  to  Congress  st.  a  401 

"  Run  "  :  No.  24,  Boston  Cold  Storage  and  Freezing  Co.,  per- 
mit a  691 
Eastern  avenue  wharf — 

Placing  in  charge  of  directors   of  East  Boston  ferries,  referred 
a  651, c  652  ;  report,  order  passed  c  695,  a  700 
Eaton,  ."iasper  H. — 

Appointed  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Eaton  square — 

Named  a  199,  c  200,  229,  240,  a  244,  c  249,  295,  a  297,  316 
Eddy,D.  et  al.— 

Gibson  st.  (ward  24),  grading,  etc.,  petition  a 443 
Edgarton,  Mrs.  M.  J.— 

Berkeley  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition   c   581,  a  586;  leave  to 
withdraw  c  695.  a  700 
Edgewood  street  (ward  21)  — 

Sidewalks  :  petition  a  77  ;  order  passed  471 
Sidewalks,  etc. :  petition  a  383 
Edgeworth,  Henry — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Cambridge   St.,  North 
Harvard  and  Western  ave.  bridges  a  388 
Edgeworth  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  109,  c  120 
Edwards,  J.  et  al. — 

Longwood  av.,  plank  walk,  petition  a  545 
Egan,  John — 

Jamaica  Plain,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  213,  c  230 ;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  264,  c  268 
Egleston  square — 

Grammar  school-house,  a  247,  c  249 
Eighth  street— 

Edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks :  between  K  and  M  sts..  order 

passed  a  317 
Stable :  at  271,  petition  a  349 ;  leave  to  withdraw  701 
Sidewalks  :  between  H  and  I  sts.,  order  passed  a  404;  No.  517, 
petition  a  586 
Eldon  street- 
Petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 ;  order  passed  467 
Eldridge,  James  T. — 

Crawford  st.,  sewer,  petition  a  468 
Eldridge,  J .  Oscar- 
Blue  Hill  av.,  relocation  near  Canterbury  and  Harvard  sts., 
$300  damages  a  617 
Elections — 

Standing  committee  of  common  council  4 
John  E.  Bowker,  seat  contested  6,  32 
Special  election  in  ward  20  a  46,  95 
City  laborers  allowed  time  to  vote  a  46,  c  49,  a  62,  c  66 
Special  election  in  Charlestown  a  62,  98 
Vacancy  in  ward  3  c  256,  a  258,  327,  c  340 
Special  election,  June  5  a  266,  327,  c  337 
Employes  allowed  time  to  vote  c  296,  a  297,  c  532,  a  533 
Special  election  in  ward  6  a  352,  367,  387 
Polling-places  a  430,  482,  485 
Inspectors  a  481,  485,  499,  514,  518,  533 
Warrants  for  state  election  a  516 

Council  chamber  opened  on  evening  of  elections  c  538 
Election  returns,  national,  state  and  county  officers :  commit- 
tee a  545  ;  report  557,  573 
Abnlition  of  election  precincts  c  566,  indefinitely  postponed  581 
Warrants  for  city  election  a  5S7 
Election  returns,   municipal  officers:   committee  a  650,   663; 

report  665,  689 
$40  for  services,  order  passed  c  692 
Registrars  of  voters : 

Joseph  M.  Wightman  appointed  registrar  a  109 
Transfer  of  items  of  appropriation  c  564,  a  568,  587,  c  601 
$2500  additional  appropriation  a  6S2,  c  692 
Elevated  Railroads — 

Cambridge  and  South  Boston  Railroad  Associates  a  425,  456 

465,  516,  518,  534 
Charlestown  and  Milton  Railroad  Company  Associates  a  447, 

465,  516,  518,  534 
Boston   and    Dorchester  Railroad  Company  Associates,  a   44S, 

465,  516,  518.  534 
Boston  and  Brookline  Railroad  Company  Associates  a  448    465 

516,  518,  534 
Petitions  for  charters  a  533,  c  536,  a  543,  c  548  ;  notice  of  hear- 
ing before  railroad  commissioners   referred  a  586;  report, 
city  solicitor  instructed  to  appear  a  591 
Eliot,  Nathaniel  G.  et  al.— 

Fairland  St.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  213  ;  order  passed  467 
Eliot  Square- 
Sprinkling  :  a  213 

"  Portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Eliot  street — 

Posting  of  bills  on  fences  a  43,  c  49 
Bill  board  c  57,  a  59,  85,  c  86 

Land:  junction  of  Pleasant  st.  and  Columbus  av.,  sale  author- 
ized a  85,  95, c  99 
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Telegraph  poles  :  near  Pleasant  st.  and   Columbus  av.,  permit 

a  416 
Passenger  wagon  :  from  Somerville  line,  leave  to  withdraw  a  429 
Lantern  :  No.  20,  petition  a  551 
Elliot  street  (ward  23)— 

Stable:  corner  Eliot  place,  petition  a  230 
Crosswalk  :  petition  a  241 
Elliott,  Thomas  J.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Eller.y  street — 

Grading  and   macadamizing  between    Swett  and  Boston  sts., 

also  edgestone,  petition  a  2.30  ;  order  passed  317 
Sewer :  between  Swett  and  Boston  sts.,  petition  a  443 
Ellis,  Freeman  D.  et  al. — 

Petition  that  South  Cedar-st.  pi.  be  lighted  a  124 
Ellis,  N.  G.— 

Fairland  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  456 
Ellis,  George  et  al. — 

Boston  St.,  macadamizing,  petition  a  43 
Ellis,  Rowland  et  al. — 

Improvement   of  passage-ways   rear  of  Tremont   St.,  petition 
a  365,  c  370 
Ellis,  William  J.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Elm  street  (ward  23)  — 

Crossing:  opposite  Hillside  school-house,  petition  a  241 
Elm  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Lamps :  petition  a  13 
Elmore  street — 

Sewer:  petition  a  174  ;  hearing  276  ;  order  passed  300 
Macadamizing:  petition  a  241 

Stable  :  corner  Wilmot  st.,  petition  a  551 ;  permit  574 
Emerald  street- 
Sidewalk  :  petit4on  a  443 ;  order  passed  45S 
Emerson  street — 

Sidewalk  :  petition  a  1S9 ;  order  passed  404 

15  to  25,  petition  a  400  ;  order  passed  416 
Track:  connection  with   tracks    on   East    Broadway,   petition 
a  241;  hearing  314;  permit  430 
Emery,  George  F.  trustee— 

139  Maicella  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  349 ;  order  passed  367 
Emery,  Harriet  G. 

518  and  550  East  Fifth  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  499 
Emery,  Sarah  A. — 

Keunard  av.,  sewer,  554.21  abatement  a  212 
Emery,  Willis  T.— 

Ward  st.  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  59  ;  permit  a  84 
Emery,  W.  II.  &  S.  L.— 

Federal  St.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  327 
Emery,  W.  II.  et  al. — 

Weston  St.,  from  Cabot  to  Warwick  sts.,  grading,  petition  a  425; 
order  passed  4S3 
Endicott  street — 

Projection  of  step  at  203,  petition  a  213  :  leave  to  withdraw  534 
Paving  :  petition  a  349  ;  order  passed  367 
Enfield  street — 

Stable:  petition  a  414  ;  permit  429 

Sewer :  petition  a  465  ;  order  for  hearing  472 ;  hearing  4S0 ;  order 
passed  500 
Engineer,  city,  department  of — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12,  c  312 

Joseph  P.  Davis  nominated  and  elected  city  engineer  a  64 ;  c  87  ; 

resignation  a  111 ;  accepted  a  129,  c  130 
Assistant  engineer  authorized  to  discharge  duties  of  city  engi- 
neer c  147, a  156 
Henry  M.  Wightman  nominated  and  elected  city  engineer  a  144, 

el47 
Authorized  to  purchase  supplies  etc.  a  30,  c  31,  54 
Annual  report  a  115 

Proposed  amendment  of  ordinance  c  136,  a  139,  c  188,  a  189 
Englewood  avenue  (Brighton)  — 

Plank  walk  :  petition  a  13 
Engley,  Noah  M.— 

Beach  St.,  near  Medford  St.  (ward  4),  stable,  permit  a  352 
English,  John,  heirs  of — 

Cambridge  st.  (Brighton),  sewer,  $52.27  abatement  a  472,  558 
Estabrook,  Rufus — 

Newbury  st.  extension,  S9038  damages  a  111,  281 
53  Blue  llillav.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  546 
E-street  Congregational  Society — 

Petition  for  street  lamp  a  13 
Essex  street — 

Stable:  between  Beach  St.,  H.irrison  av.  and  Washington  St., 

petition  a  139  ;  leave  to  withdraw  402 
Extension  :    resolve  and   order  from   street   commissioners   re- 
ferred a  214,  c  220  ;  report,  order  passed  c  239,  a  243  ; 
damages,  orders  passed  a  26b,  281,  300,  317, 353, 402,  420 
Damages,  petition  a  533 
Sewer  :  in  extension,  formerly  South-street  court,  report  and 

order  notice  a  415  ;  hearing  426  ;  order  passed  448 
Lamp-posts:  Globe  theatre,  permita416 
Claims  :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  629,  c  635 
Eustis  street — 

Crosswalk  :  petition  a  121 
Eutaw  street — 

Sidewalks :  petition  a  349  ;  order  passed  447 


Evans,  Brice  S. — 

West  Camden  St.,  lot  of  land  a  366,  e  370,  398,  a  400 
Evans,  F.,  trustees  of  estate  of— 

Beach  and  Lincoln  sts.,  telegraph  pole,  petition  a  551 
Evans,  W.  J.  R.  et  al.— 

South  St.,  edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks,  macadamizing,  peti- 
tion a  77 
Kneeland  st.,  between  Albany  and  South  sts.,  grading,  petition 
a  258 
Evans  street — 

Lamps:  petition  a  365,  568 
Everett  street — 

Sidewalk  :  abatement  a  109, 145 
Everett  street  (ward  2) — 

Wooden   buildings;   No.  47,  extension,   petition  a  276,  c  283; 
report,  no  action  necessary,  a 350,  c  354  ;  removal  a  521 
at  45,  erection,  petition  c  346 
Movement,  petition  a  518 

Stable :  at  47,  petition  a  349;  remonstrance  349  ;  permit  415 
Everett  street  (  ward  25)  — 

Hitching  post :  petition  a  533 
Exchange  street — 

Sample  of  new  street  pavement  a  212 

F  street — 

Wooden  building,  between  First  and  Dove  sts.,  petition  a  59, 
c  66  ;  permit  a  126,  c  130 

Stable:  petition  a  383;  permit  534 

Petition  to  put  in  order  between  Seventh  and  Eighth  sts.,  a  413 

Lamp  :  corner  Gold  St.,  petition  a  518 

Claims:  personal  injuries,  petition  a  663,  c  670 
Pagan,  Ellen — 

292  Bolton  st.,  grade  damages,  order  passed  a  558 
Fairbairn,  Robert  B. — 

628  Warren  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  546 
Fairbanks.  Orin — 

Cambridge  St.  (Brighton) .  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  a  112 
Fairfield  street — 

Edgestones.  gutters,  grading,  etc.,  between  Newbury  and  Boyl- 
ston  sts.,  petition  a  413 

Edgestones,  sidewalks :  petitiona  480;  order  passed  500 

Sidewalks  :  petition  a  499 

Trees:  petition  a  518,  c  523 
Fairland  street —  . 

Grading,  etc.  a  213 

Edgestones  and  sidewalk  :  cor.  Mt.  Pleasant  av.,  petition  a  241 

Edgestones :  petition  a  456  ;  order  passed  467 
Fairweather,  James,  et  al. — 

Lamps,  petition  a  43 
Fallon,  John  B.— 

Dallas  place,  removal  of  trees,  petition  a  109 
Fallon,  Thomas  M.  et  al. — 

Mt.  Hope  street,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  26 
Falmouth  street— 

Edgestones :  petition  a  425 
Falvcy,  Catherine — 

179  West  Ninth  st.  (S.  B.)  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment, 
petition  a  124  ;  permit  a  145 
Faneuil  Hall  Market — see  Markets 
Faneuil  Hall — see  Buildings 
Faneuil  Hall  National  ]iim\i,et  al. — 

South  Market  St.,  paving,  petition  a  77 
Faneuil  Hall  square — 

Street  and  passageway  at  No.  40,  occupying  portions  a  258,  281, 
Faneuil  street  (ward  25)  — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 
Farnliam  street  (ward  20) — 

Wooden  buildings :  near  Gerard  St.,  petition  a  613,  c  621 
Farnsworth,  E. — 

Howard  av.  (ward  20) ,  stable  :  petition  a  414 ;  leave  to  withdraw 
467 
Farnsworth,  Walter — 

61  Dearborn  St.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  248 
Farnsworth  street — 

Grading,  etc.,  petition  a 276 
Farr  George  W. — 

Appointed  constable  a  4S1 
Farrell,  Rose- 
Claims:  personal  injuries,  petition  c  32,  a  43;  report,  further 
action  inexpedient  c  173,  a  174;  petition  c  312 
Farren,  Susan — 

75   Liverpool  St.,  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment,  petition 
a  26 ;  permit  a  65 
Farringtou,  John — 

Condition  in  deed  changed  to  restriction  a  366,  c  370 
Farwell,  Frank  F.,  councilman  (ward  15)  — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  harbor  11 ;  health  11 
Farwell,  (1.  !{.— 

Mt.  Vernon  st.  near  Dorchester  st.   (ward  15),   stable,  petition 
a  568;  report  590 
Faucet t,  Richard — 

382  Maverick  st.  (ward  2),  stable,  petition  a  189 
Faulkner  &  Chapman,  et  al. — 

Hancock   st.    (Charlestown),  sewer,  petition  a  414;  order  for 
hearing  415;  heariug426;  order  passed  429 
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Fay,  Peter,  et  al. — 

Cabot  st.  at  Dallas  place,  crosswalk,  petition  a  258;  report  531 
Federal  street — 

Fire  of  Dec.  28,  29, 1879,  investigation  c  21,  31,40,  a  43;  reports 
of  inspector  of  buildings  c  73,  a  77;  report  of  fire  commis- 
sioners c  151 

Running  empty  cars  a  174,  198 

Stable  :  petition  a  213 

Sprinkling  :  petition  a  327 

Telegraph  p  iles :  outside  N.Y.  &  N.E.  Railroad  depot,  petition 
a  443  ;  report  471 ;  petition  a  607  ;  order  passed  618 

Lamp-posts  :  opposite  N.Y.  &  N.E.R.R.  station,  petition  a  586; 
order  passed  618 

Track  :  Met.  R.R.  Co.,  permit  a  618 

South  Boston  R.R.  Co.,  additional  cars,  order  passed  a  630 
Fee,  Thomas  jr. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Feely,  Thomas — 

Appointed  undertaker  a  189 
Feeny,  John — 

Appointed  undertaker  a  189 
Feeny,  Peter — 

Broadway  near  B  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  652,  a  663 
Felcb,  Hiram  E.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Fellner,  Albert — 

Mvrtle  st.  (Dorchester)    trespass  by   agents  of  city,   petition 
a  124 
Fence-viewers — 

Appointments  a  214,  c  222 
Fenderson,  John — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  314 
Fennelley,  Richard  J. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124,  c  130,  a  139  c  147 
Fenno,  William — 

Bowdoin  st.  near  Union  av. ,  stable,  petition  a  297,  permit  317 
Ferdinand,  Frank — 

7  Warren  St.,  hoisting  beam,  petition  a  93 ;  permit  a  112 
Ferdinand  street — ■ 

Crosswalk  :  from  Chandler  to  Tremont  st.,  petition  a  400 

Bridge  repairs  a  403 
Ferries — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Directors  nominated  and  elected  a  29,  c  31,  55, 137,  147,  a  156, 
c274 

Funeral  hearses  free  a  29,  c  31 

Gates  at  the  ferries  c  153  a  156 

Ferry  tolls  a  176.  198,  458,  c  460,  590,  a  649,  701 

Organization  of  directors  a  244 

Vacancy  in  board  of  directors  c  256,  a  258 

Annual  report  c  283 

S300  for  Fourth  of  July  a  353,  c  355 

Claims  :  Edwin  L.Crockett,  injuriesto  self  and  team,  petition 
a  209, c  220 

Christopher  Mulready,  injuries  to  self  and  handcart,  petition 
a  209, c  220 

New  landing  at  T  wharf,  petitions  a  213,  230,  241,  258,  327,  349  ; 
order  to  petition  for  authority  a  5S9,  591,  c  601 ;  referred  to 
next  city  government  a  688,  e  692 

Laying  out  approaches :  remonstrance  and  petition  for  hearing 
a  314 

South  ferry  :  widening  Eastern  av.  c  585,  a  586 

Eastern-av.  wharf,  placing  in  care  of  ferry  directors,  referred  a 
651,  c  652  ;  report,  order  passed  c  695,  a  700 
Ferry  street — 

Sidewalks :  order  passed  a  404 
Field,  J.  IV.— 

Melville  av.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  174;  permit  a  198 
Edgestones,  petition  a  425  ;  order  passed  447 
Field,  James  B.  et  al. — 

Mt.  Vernon  st.  (Dorchester),  petition  to  put  in  order  a  456 

Willow  court,  petition  that  it  be  lighted  a  568 
Field-drivers  and  pouud-keepers — 

Appointments  a  214,  c  222,  a  335,  c  337,  a  590,  c  601 
Fifth  street- 
Sidewalks  :  petition  a  174  ;  report  and  order  a  198 

Crossings  :  corner  N  St.,  petition  a  413 

Lantern  :  corner  P  St.,  petition  a  414  ;  permit  429 

Damage  by  surface  water:  report  referred  a  515,  521,  c  523 
Fillebrown,  George  0. — 

39  Clay  st.   (Iioxbury),  purchase  of  estate  c  532,  a  533,  558 
c559 
Finance — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  4,  7 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to  finance  referred 
a  615,  c  621 ;  report  referred  a  663,  c  670 
Finn,  John  A. — 

Appointed  undertaker  a  297 
Finn,  Michael — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  241 
Finneron,  William — 

Corner  Tremont  and  Downer  sts.,  trees,  petition  a  230;  order 
passed  a  280 
Finnerty,  John,  et  al.— 

Conant  St.,  grading,  edgestones  near  Bumstead  lane,  petition 
a  276 ;  order  passed  558 


Fire  department — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Topics  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 

Engine-houses,  furniture,  repairs,  etc.,  authorized  a  30,  c  31,  54 

Report  of  fires  and  alarms  for   Dec.  a  15  ;  Feb.  c  136  ;  March 

a  211;  April  a  259;  May  a  329  ;    June  a  401;   July  a  444; 

Aug.  a  470 ;  Sept.  c  526 ;  Oct.  c  602 ;  Nov.  635 
Pensioning  firemen  c  57,  a  59 
Fire  marshal  c  57,  a  59,  94,  c  99 

Alarm-bell  on  engine-house  No.  15  a  85,  c  S6,  a  144,  c  146 
Fire-alarm  bell,  engine-house  No.  22  c  92,  a  93,  c  153,  a  156 
Protection  from  fire,  plan  of  Edward  Atkinson  and  petitions  in 

favoi  c  122,  a  125.  c  153,  a  246,  c  249 
Ambulance  for  tires  c  123,  a  125,  c  153,  a  156 
Fire-alarm  appaiatus  on  roof  of  City  Hall  a  127,  c  130, 147 
Regulation   of  telegraph  and   telephone  wires — see  Telephone 

wires 
Care  of  hydrants  c  207,  a  211,  c  648,  652.  a  663 
Visit  by  committee  to  other  cities  c  240,  325 
Annual  report  a  277 

Pensioning  disabled  firemen  a318,  c  319 
Steam  fire-whistle  in  Brighton  a  365,  499,  c  502 
Repair  shop  c  410,  a  415 
Fire  alarms  a  416,  c  41S,  a  426,  499,  c  502 
Engine-house  on  Back  Bay  c  424,  a  427 
Removal  of  engine  No.  12  a  534,  543,  518,  687,  c  692,  a  700 
Telegraph  posts:  on  Warren  St.  (Koxbury)  a  59,  85 
On  Swett  st.  a  663,  691 
On  Harris  av.,  Jamaica  Plain  a  109,  127 
On  Roanoke  av.  a  127 

Corner  Boylston  and  Arlington  sts.,  and  Dorchester  av. 
Near  Fuller  St.,  petition  a  518;  permit  534 

Fire  on  Federal  and  Devonshire  sts.,  Dec.  2S,  29,  1879,  investi- 
gation c  21,  31,  40,  a  43;  report  of  inspector  of  buildings 

c  73,  a  77  ;  report  of  fire  commissioners  c  151 
Henry  W.  Longley  appointed  commissioner  a  209,  e  222 
Removal  of  fire  reservoir  corner  Ruggles  and  Cabot  sts.  a  317, 

c3l9 
Claim:  Catherine  Murphy,  death   of  son,  petition  a  485;  leave 

to  withdraw  a  515,  c  523 ;  petition  for  hearing  a  533,  c  536 
Clock  :  church  of  St.  Augustine,  Dorchester  St.,  order  passed 

a  557,  c  559 
Fire-alarm  box  located,  Berkeley  st.  near  Columbus  av.  a  700 
First  street — 

Near  L  st.,  wooden  building  moved  from  a  59,  85 

Wooden  building,  No.  60,  near  Granite,  petition  a  193,  c  146 ; 

permit  c  173,  a  175 
Steam-engine:  No.   179,   petition  and  order  of  notice   a  156; 

hearing  a  209;  permit  a  216 
Stable:  petition  a  174;  permit  a  198 
Sprinkling :  petition  a  213  ;  "  portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks,  macadamizing:  between  N.Y. 

and  N.E.R.  and  E  St..  petition  a  93;  order  passed  317 
Grading   and  gravelling:  between  P  and  Q  sts.,  order  passed 

a  317 
Crossing:  at  C  St.,  petition  a  607 
First  freewill  Baptist  Church — 

Somerset  St.,  crosswalk  at  Pemberton  sq.  petition  a  124  ;  report 

a  145 
First  German  Baptist  Ohuich — 

Culvert  place,  stable,  remonstrance  a  414 
Fisher,  George  A.,  councilman  (ward  24) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed  :  committee  on  engineer's  department  11 ;  ordinances 

11;  judiciary  11;  legislative  matters  12;  death  of  Joseph 

Kenney  204 
Remarks  : 

City  hospital  90, 100 

Free  concerts  234 

South-end  branch  library  323 

Truants  and  absentees  from  school  406 

Committee  on  legislative  matters  549,  579 
Fisher,  James — 

57  Blue  Hill  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518 ;  order  passed  546 
Fiske's  wharf,  proprietors  of — 

Commercial-st.  line,  grade  damages,  petition  a  468 
Fitch  &  Joy- 
Steam  engine  at  377  Commercial  St.,  petition  and  order  of  notice 

a  175  ;  hearing  a  213  ;  permit  246 
Fitch,  E.  O.— 

Buckingham  st.  (ward  10),  stable,  petition  a  443;  permit  458 
Fitchburg  Railroad  Co. — 

Charles  River  av.,  curved  track,  permit  a  650 

Front  st.,  rear,    near   Union   St.  (ward  5),   wooden   building, 

petition  a  663,  c  670 
Fitton,  James,  et  al. — 

Saratoga  st.,  between  Bremer  and  Wadsworth  sts.,  sidewalks, 
petition  a  139 
Fitzgerald,  Michael, e£  al. — 

Bremen  and  Pope  sts.,  lamps,  petition  a  349 
Fitzgerald,   Patrick — 

Deceased,  payment  to  widow  c  475 
Fitzpatrick,  John  B. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Fitzpatrick,  John  B.,  councilman  (ward  8) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 


XXVI 


INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF    CITY    COUNCIL. 


Appointed:  committee  on  engineer's  department  11 ;  survey  and 

inspection  of  buildings  11  ;  fourth  of  July  348 
Remarks  : 

Salaries  of  city  officers  150 
Stony  brook  288 

Examination  of  manufacturing  establishments  355 
Salary  of  superintendents  of  Chelsea  bridge  625 
Fitzpatrick,  John  J. — 

Tufts  st.,  gaslight,  petition  a  383 
Fitzpatrick,  W.  II.  et  at.— 

Dorchester  av.  between  Washington  and  Codman  sts.,  grading, 
petition  a  276 
Flagg,  D.  P.  et  al.— 

Endicott  st.  (ward  7),  paving,  petition  a  349  ;  order  passed  367 
Fleet  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  32,  a"43,  c  137,  a  139 
Fleming,  Edward  .1 . — 

Passenger  wagon  from  Park  sq.   to  excursion  boats,  petition  a 
230,  permit  299 
Fletcher,  William- 
Passenger  wagons  from   Fitchburg  station  to  Litchfield's  and 
Battery  wharves,  petition  a  139  ;  report  a  176 
Flint,  Charles  L. — 

Elected  member  of  school  committee  a  665 
Florence  street — 

Junction  of  Brown  av.,  widening,  damages  a  466 
Flusk,  Michael  C— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Flynn,  .lames  Joseph,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  onarmoiicsl2;  Faneuil  hall  and  county 
buildings  12  (resigned  30);  paving  12  ;  common  12  ;  sala- 
ries 13;  streets  (joint)  13;  streets  (board  of  aldermen)  12; 
topics  in  mayor's  address  14 ;  new  court-house  15  ;  celebra- 
tiou  of  250th  anniversary  44;  harbor  defences  44;  auditor's 
estimates  125  ;  fourth  of  July  243  ;  reducing  number  of 
constables  415 ;  state  election  returns  545  ;  municipal  elec- 
tion returns  650 
Remarks : 

South  Boston  park  47,  139 

Decoration  day  59,  297 

Waste  of  water  61,  88,  587 

Care  of  public  grounds  64 

Drawing  of  jurors  64 

Fire  marshal  94 

Notices  of  committee  meetings  110 

City  hospital  110 

Board  of  health  114 

Superintendents  of  bridges  143 

South  Boston  railroad  stable  159,  174 

South  Boston  railroad  179 

Appropriation  bill  190 

Pay  of  laborers  197,  217,  304 

Eaton  square  244,  297 

Telegraph  and  telephone  lines  260,  353,  431,  556 

New  court-bouse  262,  298,  314,  336,  588,  595,  608,  611,  613 

West  Koxbury  and  South  Boston  parks  267,  533,  543,  631, 

691 
Barrel  wagons  315,  328,  446 
Centre-st.  sewer  334 
Name  for  Back-bay  park  335 
Truants  and  absentees  from  school  401 
Public  library  site  402,  414,  431 
Stony-brook  nuisance  403 
250th  anniversary  433,  480 
Constables  456,  4<5,  534 
Regulating  steamboats  465 
Polling-places  483,  485 
Boston  water  powwr  company  514 
Evening  high  school  519 
Defalcation  in  treasurer's  office  521,  586,  614 
Increase  of  police  force  543,  556,  629 
Stony-brook  laborers  546 
Constitutional  amendment  abolishing  tax  qualification  of 

voters  552 
Public  clock  in  Dorchester  557 
St.  Elizabeth's  hospital  site  575,  618 
Free  soup  614 

Vacancies  in  board  of  aldermen  630 
Transfer  of  powers  to  overseers  of  poor  677 
Care  of  neglected  children  687 
Flynn,  J.  F.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  314 
Flynn,  Thomas — 

Appointed  inspector  of  pietroleum  and  coal  oils  a  125 
Fogg,  Emily  W. — 

Tremont  st.,  near  Music  hall  entrance,  personal   injuries,  peti- 
tion a  676, c  692 
Folan,  Martin  T.  councilman  (ward  13)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  paving  11 
Remarks  : 

Salaries  of  city  officers  150 

Extension  of  Broadway  167 

Investigation  of  death  of  Joseph  Kenney  172,  203 

Pay  of  laborers  348,  364,  409,  411 


Barrel  wagons  359 

"Visitors  to  city  hospital  on  Sundays  583 
Salary  of  superintendents  of  Chelsea  bridge  625 
Folan,  Martin  T. — 

Petition  that  special  laborers  of  paving  department  at  South 
Boston  be  put  at  work  a  26 
Foley,  Bernard  et  al. — 

Edgewood  st.,  sidewalks  etc.,  petition  a  383 
Foley,  Catherine- 
Hanover  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  297,  c  307 
Foley,  John — 

Movement  of  wooden  building   from  221  to  287  Webster  st. 
(ward  2),  petition  a  443 
Foley,  Matthew  A.— 

52  Woodbine  st.,  lamp,  petition  a  139 
Folger,  Thomas — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Folsont,  George  F. — 

10  Alleghany  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  51S  ;   order 
passed  546 
Forbes,  W.  II.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  213 
Ford  D.  S.— 

82  Northampton  st.  (ward  18),  stable,  petition  a  276,  permit  317 
Forest  street- 
Claims  :  sewer,  refunding  amount  paid,  petition  a  56S,  c  576 
Forest  Hills  avenue — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 
Forest  Dills  street — 

Sewer :  petition  a  174 ;  hearing  276 ;  order  passed  335 

Wooden  building  :  near  Washington  st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  209, 

c220;  permit  a  243 
Edgestones :  corner  Green  St.,  petition  a  400 ;  order  passed  416 
Petition  a  425;  order  passed  447 
Forristall,  Henry  M. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Fort,  William  A.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Fort  avenue — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  411,  425;  order  for  hearing  415;  hearing  426 
St.  Elizabeth's  hospital:  remonstrance  a  414;   report  547;  pur- 
chase of  property  a  547,  c  548,  565 
Foss,  Elijah  D.— 

Appointed  constable  a  499 
Foss  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Telephone  poles  a  276,  318 
Foster,  Dwight,  et  al.,  trustees — 

Beacon  st.  entrance  to  Back  Bay  park— see  Parks 
Exchange  ot  land  on  Parker  st.  a  365,  c  370,  a  417,  c  419,  a  419, 
c454 
Foster,  G.  E.  el  al. — 

Walnut  av.,  between  Warren  st.  and  Egleston  sq.  (Roxbury), 
sprinkling,  petition  a  209 
Foster  James,  heirs  of — 

Adams  st.  relocation,  $72.80  damages  a  112 
Foster,  W.  B.  el  al.— 

M  st.,  edgestones,  gutters,  etc.,  petition  a  93;  order  passed  317 
Foster  street — 

Sewer:  petition  a  514;  order  passed  520 
Fottler,  Jacob,  et  al. — 

Glen  road,  petition  a 43 
Foundry  street — 

Paving :  from  West  Fourth  st.  to  Swan  st,,  order  passed  a  430 
Poles:  between  West  Fourth  st.  and  Dorchester  av.,  petition 

a  533;  permit  589 
Wooden  buildings :  corner  Dorchester  av.,  petition  a  327,  c  337  ; 
permit  a  350,  c  354 
Movement,  petition  a  518  ;  permit  534 

Nearly  opposite  Division  st.  near  West  Fourth  st.,  erection, 
petition  a  551,  c  659 
Fourth  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  13,  c  16 

Injuries  to  horse  a  456,  c  460 
Paving:  between  Dorchester  and  Atlantic  sts.  a  43 

Between  L  and  N  sts.,  order  passed  a  404 
Removal  of  track:  between  K  and  L  sts.,  petition  a  241 
Fourth  of  July — see  Boston  celebrations 
Fowler,  George  R.  et  al. — 

Burroughs  st.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  413;  order  passed  467 
Foxwell,  Benjamin — 

Nos.  661-063  Parker  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  568 
Framingham,  town  of— 

Water  from  Farm  pond  and  Sudbury  river,  notice  of  application 
to  Legislature  a  514,  c  523 ;  report,  referred  with  instruc- 
tions a  629, c  635 
Frampton,  James  A. — 

Corner  H'yman  and  Lamartine  sts.    (ward  22),  stable,  permit 
a  159 
Frampton,  U.  L.  et  al. — 

Neponset  av.,  petition  a  43 
Francis  street — 

Plank  walk  :  from  Tremont  st.  to  Brookline  av.  a  124 
Sewers  :  damages  a  402 

Discharge  into  Brookline  sewer  a  266 
Franey, John  J. — 

Zeigler  St.,  injuries  to  horse,  petition  a  400,  c  405 
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Appointed  constable  a  456 
Franklin,  Benjamin,  et  al. — 

Palmer  St.,  paving,  petition  a  97 
Franklin,  Benjamin — 

Palmer  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  258 
Franklin  Savings  Bank  — 

Adams  st.  (ward  24),  edgestone  abatement,  order  passed  a  666 
Franklin  fund — see  also  Sinking  funds 

Examination  of  accounts  a  48,  65 
Franklin  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  109,  c  120 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.,  tracks  a  155,  213,  247 
Freeman,  James  G.,  councilman  (ward  10)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  public  lands  11 

Care  of  hydrants  207 
Elected :  committee  on  accounts  396  ;  clerk  462 
Remarks : 

Sale  of  public  lands  166 
Public  parks  235,  510 
Arnold  arboretum  237 
Owners  of  West  Roxbury  park  238 
Stony  brook  290 

Enlargement  of  City  hospital  606 
Freeman,  Michael,  Jr. — 

Highland  Park  St.,  damages  to  estate,  petition  a  124 
Freide,  Charles,  et  al. — ■ 

Use  of  ward-rooms,  petition  a  425,  c  436 
French,  Abram — 

Estate  between   Centre  and  Chestnut  sts.   and   Centre   place 
(ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  109;  permit  a  128 
French,  Jonathan,  et  al. — 

Plan  of  land  between  Warren  St.,  Blue  Hill  av.,   Seaver  St., 

Walnut  av.,  and  Townsend  St.,  petition  a  174,  c  181 
Wyoming  st.  Roxbury,  lamps,  petition  a  518 
French,  Walter  11.  et  al. — 

Tremont  st.  at  Providence  railroad  crossing,  crosswalks,  etc., 
petition  a  551 
Frohock,  Horatio  E. — 

Appointed  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Front  street — 

Wooden  building:   near  Union  st.  (ward  5),   petition  a  633, 
c670 
F'uel— 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 
Fuller,  Charles  H.  et  al.— 

Teams  on  street  department,  petition  a  425 
Fuller,  Frank — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Fuller,  J.  Franklin,  et  al.,  trustees— 

48  Lincoln  st.  curbstones,  petition  a  613 
Fuller  street  (ward  24)  — 

Stables:  corner  Milton  av.,  petition  a  43;  permit  65 
Petition  a 349  ;  permit  367 
Plank  walk  a  189 
Fulton  street — 

Steam  engine:  No.  52,  petition,  order  notice  a  519 ;  hearing, 
permit  551 


G  street — 

Nuisance,  petition  a  400,  c  405  ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  547,  c  648 

Land  damages,  petition  a  568 
G.A.R. — see  Decoration  day 
Gahm,  Joseph — 

Monument  sq.  and  Laurel  St.,  hitching-posts,  petition  a  209 
Gahn,  Joseph — 

Stable,  petition  a  43  ;  permit  a  65 
Gallagher,  Charles  T. — 

Elected  member  of  school  committee  a  665 
Gallagher,  Francis  II. — 

Preble  st.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  456 
Gallagher,  William  II.— 

Blue  Hill  av.,  plauk  walk,  petition  a  433;  relocation,  $43.50 
damages  a  500 

Blue  Hill  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  568 
Gallagher,  W.  II.  et  al.— 

Blue  Hill  av.,  oil  lamps  from  Columbia  to  Harvard  St.,  petition 
a  13 
Galvin,  John  — 

Appointed  supt.  Neponset  bridge  a  126 

Offer  to  sell  gravel  a  413 
Gammon,  Thomas  B. — 

Appointed  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Ganter,  F.  et  al. — 

Lamartine  st.,  macadamizing,  petition  a  59 
Gardner,  John — 

Tremont  St.  near  Northampton  St.    personal  injuries    petition 
a  155, c 160 
Gardner,  John  and  F.  W.  G.  May — 

Washington  st  ,  widening,  $2600  damages  a  197 
Gardner,  John  L.  jr. — 

Stable  on  unnamed  st.,  near  Beaver  st.  rear  Beacon  st.  (ward  9), 
petition  a  499  ;  permit  515 
Gardner,  William  T.— 

Appointed  constable  for  registrars  of  voters  a  481 


Gardner  street  (W.  R.)  — 

Movement  of  iron  boiler  a  159 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  633  ;  report  and  reference  574 
Gardner  street  (ward  25)  — 

Tree:  petition  a  241,  c  249 

Edgestone  :  petition  a  258  ;   report  and  order   a  281 ;  petition 
a  297  ;  order  passed  317 
Garfield,  D.  L.— 

Injuries  by  collision  with  hose  carriage,  petition  c  152,  a  156; 
leave  to  withdraw  c  274,  a  276 
Gargan,  Thomas  .1  — 

Nominated  police  commissioner  a  125  ;  confirmed  a  155,  c  161 
Gaston  street — 

Sewer :  abatement  a  558 
Gates,  B.  H.— 

Waterpipe  through  Tileston  school-yard,  order  passed  a  630, 
c635 
Gates  street  (8.  P..)— 

Abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment,  petition  a  26 
Gately,  Bridget — 

Woodman  St.,  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  a  112 
Gately,  Thomas,  heirs  of— 

Geneva-avenue  extension,  SrSoO  damages  a  534 
Gavin,  M.  F.— 

Appointed  trustee  of  City  hospital  a  213,  c  222,  a  241,  c  249 
Gay,  George  H.  et  al. — 

Junction  Blue  Hill  av.  and  Norfolk  St.,  lamp,  petition  a  499 
Gay,  Levi  B.  et  al. — 

Crosswalk  on   Huntington  av.  and  sidewalk  on  St.  James  av., 
petition  a  77 
Geary,  Matthew- 
Petition  for  pardon  of,  a  299;  release  on  probation  317 
Geer,  David  H.— 

Preble  St.,  laying  out  from  Dorchester  av.  to  Rogers  St.,  $400 
damages  a  352 
Geneva  avenue — 

Sidewalks,  etc. :  a  13, 124 

Extension    from    Columbia  to    Warren  st.  via    Marston    av. 
damages  a  353,  366,  466,  534 

Edgestones,  etc.  :  near  Warren  St.,  petition  a  443 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  443 

Wooden  building :  petition  a  543,  c  548 

Stable  :  petition  a  543;  permit  558 
George  J.  N. — 

Telephone  wire  fixture  on  engine  house,  petition  c  274 
George,  William,  et  id. — 

Centre  st.  (ward  23) ,  lamps,  petition  a  443 
George  street— 

Edgestones,   sidewalk,   No.  109,  petition  a  139;   order   passed 
a  159 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  213 

Edgesto.es,   sidewalk,  estate  of  Alex.  F.   Wadsworth,  petition 
a  139,  order  passed  a  159 

Edgestones  :  No.  98,  petition  a  230;  order  passed  a  248 
No.  106,  petition  a  349 ;  order  passed  367 
Geraty,  William  — 

Tremont  street,  grade  damages,  petition  a 26 ;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  217 
German  Catholic  Church— 

Shawmut  av.,  crossing,  petition  a  499 
German  street — 

Stable  :  petition  a  59;  permit  a  84 
Gibby,  Adam  II. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Giblin,  Hugh,  et  al. — 

Sixth  st.  between  C  and  E  sts.,  paving,  petition  a  189 
Giblin,  John  II.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Gibson  street — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  Washington  St.  a  109,  159 

Grading,  etc.:  petition  a  443 
Gifford,  Alex.  F.— 

32  Brook  av.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  499;  order  passed  574 
Gifford,  George  W.— 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Broadway  bridge  a  388 
Gilbert,  Luther,  et  al. — 

30-34  Perrin  St.,  tree,  petition  a  230  j  order  passed  a  280 
Gilbert  street  (ward  23)  — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  13 
Gillespie,  Mary — 

Release  on  probation  a  317 
Gill,  John- 
Elected  supt.  Chelsea  st.  bridge  c  148,  a  156 
Gill,  John,  jr. — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Chelsea-st.  bridge  a  388 
Ginu,  .lohu  O. — 

Petition    for  appointment  as  supt.   Charles-river  bridge  c  373, 
a3S3 
Gleason,  W.  H.— 

Washington,  between  Albano  and  Beach  sts.,  lighting,  petition 
a  139 
Gleason,  W.  II.  et  al.— 

Washington  st.  (ward  23)  from   Albion  to   Beech   sts.,  plank 
walk,  petition  a  480 
Glen  road — 

From  Walnut  av.  to  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 
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Stable:  petition  a  209 ;  permit  a  216 

Sewer :  eastwardly  from  Forest  Hill  St.,  petition  a  443  ;  order  of 
notice  458 ;  hearing  465 ;  order  passed  472 
Glendale  street  — 

Grade  damages  :  order  passed  a  430 
Stable:  permit  a  446 
Glendon  Company — 

East  Eagle  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  241 
Eagle  St.  and  sq.,  grading,  macadamizing,  petition  a  241 
Globe  alley — 

Land  damages  a  415 
Globe  Nail  Co.— 

Howard  St.,  gas  pipe,  petition  a  297;  permit  317 
Gloucester  street- 
Grading,  etc. :   petition  a  465  ;  order  passed  558 
Edgestones,  sidewalks :  corner  Newbury  St.,  petition  a  533;  or- 
der passed  558 
Glover,  A.  H.— 

Devon  St.   (ward  25)  erection   of  wooden   building,  petition  a 
109,  c  120;  permit  a  126,  c  130 
Glover,  George  et  al. — 

Lincoln  st.  (ward  24),  sewer,  petition  a  174;  hearing  276 
Glover,  Horatio  A. — 

Narragansett  St.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a 443 
Glover,  J.  R.— 

24  Mather  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  425  ;  order  passed  447 
Glover,  S.  P.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  314 
Goddard,  Thomas,  trustee — 

Essex-st.  extension,  $1290  damages  a  281 
South-st.  widening,  §7350  damages  a  281 
Goggin — 

Washington  st.  near  Beach  st.  (W.  R.)  removal  of  rocks,  per- 
mit a  248 
Goggins,  Margaret — 

North  Bennetst.,  personal  injuries  a  93,  c  99 
Gold  street — 

Lamp  :  corner  F  st. ,  petition  a  518 
Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Co. — see  Telephone  wires 
Goldsmith,  George  W.  et  al. — 

Centre  and  Orchard  sts.,  sewer,  remonstrance  a  465 
Goldsmith,  Henrietta — 

34  Ward  St.,  grade  damages,  order  passed  a  471 
Goldsmith,  Simon — 

Corner  Ward  and  II  illeck  sts.,  grade  damages,  order  passed 
a  471 
Goldthwait,  V.  J.— 

Chosen  clerk  of  police  commissioners  a  258 
Good,  Timothy  J. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Goodale,  George  W.  et  al.— 

Madison  street,  petition  a  43 
Goodman,  Eleanor — 

273  East  Eighth  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  514 
Goodnow,  J.  W.  e t  al. — 

Centre  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  gutters,  petition  a  241 
Goodrich,  V.  E. — 

Appointed  mayor's  clerk  a  13 
Goodwin,  F.  II.  &  Co.— 

Corner  Avon  and  Chauncy  sts.,  flag  signs,  petition  a  443  ;  leave 
to  withdraw  467 
Goodwin,  James  !•'. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Goodwin,  W.  II.— 

Childs  street,  sewer,  remonstrance  a  514 
Gordon,  Robert  W. — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Charlestown,  petition  a  189 
Gorman,  Dennis  J. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Gorman,  William  — 

Decease  a  15,  c  16 
Gormley,  John  — 

Sprinkliug  streets  in  city,  petition  a  174 
Gould,  George  F. — 

Appointed  harbor  master  a  83 
Goward,  John  E.  E. — 

Norfolk  St.,  widening,  $112.80  damages  a  144 
Blue  Hill  av.  and  Norfolk  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  468 ;  order 
passed  500 
Grace,  James  J  — 

Exchange  st.,  sample  of  new  pavement,  petition  a  59,  permit 
a  212 
Grace,  Patrick — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Brighton,  petition  a  189 
Grace  Mission  .Society — 

Use  of  wardroom  in  ward  3,  petition  a  663,  c  670  ;  permit  c  695, 
a  700 
Graham,  Joseph — 

Paul  St.,  closing,  petition  a  213,  permit  a  217 
Albion  and  Paul  sts.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  456  ;  order  passed 
467 
Grain- 
Measurers  appointed  a  125, 155 
Grampian  way — 

Grading,  etc.  a  77 

Plank  walk  :  petition  a  676 


Grand  Junction  wharf — 

Boston  and  Albany  railroad,  wooden  building,  petition  a  124, 
c  130;  permit  a  173,  c  175 
Granite  avenue  (Dorchester)  — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  456 
Grant,  Charles  E. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Grant,  Augustus — 

Appointed  constable  456 
Gray,  Horace,  chief  justice  Supreme  Judicial  Court — 

Administers  oaths  of  office  1,  2,  3 
Gray,  D.  B.— 

271  Eighth  street  (ward  15),  stable,  petition  a  349  ;  leave  to 
withdraw  701 
Gray,  William,  jr. '"et  al.— 

Substitution  of  four-foot  burner  for  street  lamps,  petition  a  59 ; 
report  665 
Gray.  William,  et  al. — 

Taking  lands,  order  notice  a  500 ;  hearing  518 
Gray,  William,  assignee — 

Boston  Hemp  Manuf.  Co.,  release  of  rights,  petition  a  514 ;  or- 
der passed  a  574,  c  576 
Gray  street — 

Sidewalk  :  No.  32,  petition  a  607 
Green,  Alfred  P. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Green,  Ja  =  es — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  109,  209 
Green  street  — 

Crosswalk  :  petition  a  139 
Green  street  (Jamaica  Plain)  — 

Grading:  between  Forest  Hills  and  Washington  sts.,  petition 

a  213 
Crosswalks  :  at  Union  av..  petition  a  213  ;  report  248 

At  Call  St.,  petition  a  213 
Poles :  corner  Boylston  st.,  permit  a  631 
Green  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Claims :  personal  injuries  a  209,  c  220,  a  352,  c  354 
Greene,  Reuben,  et  al. — 

Dale  av.  (Roxbury),  lamps,  petition  a  499 
Greenough  avenue — 

Sidewalks  :  north  side,  petitiou  a  514 
Greenough,  Malcolm  S.,  councilman  (ward  9)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected  :  committee  on  accounts  10  ;  chairman  462 
Appointed:  committee,  on  water  11;  pay  of  laborers  22;  250th 

anniversary  239 
Remarks : 

Old  State  House  17 
Protection  of  cemeteries  20 
Street  crossings  20 
Pay  of  laborers  21, 106,  409 
Waste  of  water  49,  66,  603 
Decoration  day  55 
Public  library  67 

New  main  from  Chestnut-Hill  reservoir  86, 123, 130,  309,  370 
Extension  of  Broadway  86, 167,  382 
Bridge  to  Charlestown  99 
New  court-house  107 
Superintendent  of  public  lands  136 
Improved  sewerage  146 
Sale  of  public  lands  166 
Appropriation  bill  185 
Carson's  excavating  machine  200,  224 
Care  of  hydrants  207 
Public  parks  237,  238 
Owners  of  West  Roxbury  park  239 
Faneuil  Hall  portraits  249 
Stony  brook  319 
Barrel  wagons  838 
Laying  of  water-pipes  396 
Accounts  of  late  treasurer  of  Brighton  405 
250th  anniversary  436,  438,  450 
Water-supply  for  Cambridge  503 
Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company  526 
Decoration  of  council  chamber  532 
Committee  on  legislative  matters  549,  561,  579 
Increase  of  police  force  660 
Revision  of  the  ordinances  643,  653 
Additional  water-basin  646 

Verification  by  auditor  of  payment  of  interest  and  bonds  647 
Improved  sewerage,  modification  of  contract  674 
Greenville  street — 

Boundary   line   between   land   of    Isaac   F.    Cruft  and    burial 
ground,  petition  a  139;  leave  to  withdraw  a  198,  c  200 
Greenwich  place  (ward  24)  — 

Sewer  :  petitiou  a  258  ;  report  and  order  of  notice  a  282  ;  hearing 
a  297  ;  order  passed  317 
Greenwood  avenue  (ward  ^3)  — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  568 
Gregg,  Washington  P. — 

Elected  clerk  of  common  council  3 
Griffin,  .lames  H. — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  West  Roxbury  scales  a  189 
Griffin,  Martin- 
Appointed  inspector  of  milk  a  59 
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Griffith,  Henry- 
Appointed  field-driver  and  pound  keeper  a  214,  c  222 
Griggs,  John  II. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Griggs,  Robert  D.  et  al.— 

Jenkins  st.  (S.B.),  edgestones,  petition  a  425 
Grogan,  Richard — 

Beacon  St.,  injury  to  carriage,  petition  a  543,  c  548;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  650,  c  652 
Groom,  Thomas,  et  al. — 

Humphrey  street,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  26 
Grose,  Joseph  It.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Grove  street  (ward  23) — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  456 
Grover,  Lurana  A. — 

Cambridge  st.,  widening  at  Charlestown,  55109.08  damages  a  415 
Grundel,  Hermann — 

Petitiou  to  be  appointed  superintendent  of  common  and  public 
grounds  a  26 
Guild,  GeoneB.  &  Co.— 

From  Monument  sq.  (ward  23)  to  Allandale  Springs,  passenger 
wagons,  petitiou  a  327  ;  permit  352 
Guild,  George  K. — 

Mt.   Vernon  st.   (ward  23) ,  edgestones,   petition  a  189 ;   order 
passed  a  212 
Guild,  James,  et  al.— 

Washington  st.  between  CliSand  Cedarjsts.,  sprinkling,  petition 
a  230 
Gunning,  John — 

229  Cabot  St.,  edgestones,  order  passed  a  500 

H  street- 
Sidewalks  :  Union  institution  for  savings,  No.  200,  order  passed 
a  458 
No.  202,  order  passed  a  458 
Corner  Ninth  St.,  order  passed  a  458 
Edgestones :  between  Seventh  and  Eighth  sts.,  petition  a  518 
Hackett,  Le  Hoy — 

Union  park,  declaration  respecting  deed  a  306 
Hackett,  Matthew — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  Western  av.,  rear  North 
Harvard  St.,  to  North  Harvard  st.  (rear)  near  Western  av. 
(ward  25),  permit  a  416 
Hadley.  lienjamin— 

Cambridge  st.  (Charlestown),  $91.60  for  land  a  246 
Hagar,  J.  B.,  councilman  (ward  10) — 
Qualified  337 

Appointed  :  committee  on  claims  348,  legislative  matters  348 
Remarks : 

Law  department  394 
Reducing  motions  to  writing  420 
Public  parks  529 
Inspection  of  vinegar  578 
Committee  on  legislative  matters  579 
Death  of  councilman  Perkins  633 
Hagarty,  Rose — 

Pay  of  sum  due  Daniel  Hagarty  deceased  a  665,  c  670 
Haines,  J.  H. — 

Rear  Townsend  st.,  stable,  petition  a  514 ;  permit  534 
Hale,  George,  et  al. — 

Cazenove  pi.,  sewer,  petition  a  109 
Hale,  Robert — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Haley,  John  I.— 

Warwick  st.  (ward  19),  stable,  petitiona365;  leave  to  withdraw 
429 
Hall,  Alfred  A.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Hall,  Edward  D.,  agent,  et  al. — 

Centre  and  Pond  sts.,  sewer,  petition,  request  for  special  com- 
mittee, leave  to  withdraw  a  333 
Hall,  Hayward  P.— 

79  Northampton  St.,  stable,  petition  a  480  ;  permit  500;  cellar, 
petition  a  514  ;  permit  519 
Hall,  Joseph  E.— 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161,  a  175,  c  182 
Dorchester  av.,  at  Milton  Lower  Mills,  edgestones,  petition  a  258 
Hall,  Joseph  E.  et  al. — 

Dorchester  av.,  at  Milton  Lower  Mills   grading,  petition  a  276 
Hall.  Joseph  P.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Hall,  Robert  W.— 

Nominated  and  elected   superintendent  of  public  lands  a  63 
c  87, a  93, 110, c  122, a  125, c 136, a  139 
Hall,  Thomas- 
Appointed  constable  a  456 
Hallahan,  Ann,  trustee — 

Commercial  St.,  widening,  S3850  damages  a  46 
Halleck,  T.  E.— 

East  Sixth   st.    (ward   14),   wooden  building,  petition   a  327, 
c  337  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
Hallen,  A.— 

22  North  Mead  st.  (ward  4),  stable,  petition  a  297 
Hallock  street — 

Grade  damages  :  petition  a  551 


Ham,  Benjamin  A.  et  al. — 

West  Seventh  st.  between  Dorchester  and  F  sts.,  petition  to  put 
in  order  a  456 
Ham,  Joseph,  et  al. — 

Monument  at  Fort  Lot,  Highlands,  petition  c   322;  referred  to 
Boston  water  board  c  346,  a  349 
Ham  &  Carter — 

Movement  of  wooden   building  from   Northampton  st.   to  728 
Albany  St.  (ward  18),  petition  a  586;  permit  650 
Ham  &  Viles— 

20  and  22  Lynde  st.  (ward  7),  stable,  petition  a  543;  report  590 
Hamblin,  Howard  M. — 

255  Tremont  St.,  lantern,  petition  a  174  ;  permit  a  197 
Hamilton,  Alonzo,  et  al. — 

Lawrence  av.  (ward  24) ,  lamps,  petition  a  77 

Grading,  etc.,  petition  a  77 
Hamilton,  Edward — 

Providing  free  soup,  petition  a  613,  c  621 
Hamlet  street  (ward  20)  — 

Lamps :  petition  a  543 
Hammond,  Joseph,  et  al. — 

New   Lamartine  St.,  sewer,   petition  a  568;   order  notice  617; 
hearing  629 
Hampden  street — 

Telegraph  poles :  a  535 

No.  57,  removal,  petition  a  629 
Hampshire  street — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from,  petition  a  124  ;  permit 
a  145 

From  87  and  89,  petition  a  258 

Sewer :  damages,  petition  a  468,  c  475  ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  589, 
c601 
Hancock,  Martin  M.,  councilman  (ward  1) — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  11 ;  police  11  ; 
surveyor's  department  11,  resigned  318  ;  public  buildings 
348 

Elected  :  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  29,  c  31,  55 

Remarks  : 

Salaries  of  city  officers  150 
Increase  of  police  force  536 
Hancock  square  (Charlestown) — 

Passenger  wagon  to  harbor  boats,  petition  a  400  ;  permit  415 
Hancock  street — 

Plank  walks,  etc.;  petition  a  349 

Sidewalks :  at  12  &  14,  petition  a  413 ;  order  passed  447 
Hancock  street  (Charlestown) — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  414;  order  for  hearing  415;  hearing  426;  order 
passed  429 
Hancock  street  (Dorchester)  — 

Sidewalks,  etc.  a  59 

Stable  :   petition  a  456;  permit  467 

Turnout:  petition  a  518;  order  notice  534;  hearing  568  ;  order 
passed  589 

Crosswalks  :  near  Winter  St.,  petition  a  568 
Foot  of  Trull  St.,  report  a  574 
Hannum,  James  W.  et  al. — 

Walnut  St.  near  Nepouset  av.  (ward  24),  edgestones,  petition 
a  586 
Hanover  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  18,  a  26,  c  137,  a  139,  297,  c  307 

Druggist's  mortar:  Blackstone  bank  building  a  327,  352 
Harbor — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Defences,  topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  a  44,  c  50  J  commit- 
tee c  52 

Harbor  master  appointed  a  83 

Harbor  master  for  Roxbury  canal  a  96,  280,  c  283 

Harbor  master's  office  a  158,  c  160,  187 

Request  for  report  respecting  steamboats  c  382,  a  383,  c  461, 
a  465 

Loading  vessels  on  the  Sabbath  a  93,  402,  c  405 

Discharging  cargo  a  467,  c  475,  a  480 

Charles-river  flats,  Cambridge,  notice  of  healing  c  635 
Harding,  Albert  E 

374  Marlborough  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  443;  order  passed 
458 
Harding,  C.  P- — 

54  Clifford  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  383;  order  passed  404 
Hargrave,  George  W. — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  248  Princeton  St.  to  232 
Bennington  St.,  petition  a  155;  permit  a  179 
Harkins,  Timothy — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Congress-st.  bridge  a  388 
Harrigan,  Jeremiah — 

Appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  109 
Harrington,  John  C. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Harris,  Charles  — 

Nominated  and  elected  superintendent  of  streets  a  63,  c  87 
Harris,  Thomas  B  — 

Nominated  and  elected  sinking-fund  commissioner  a  212,  c  222 
Harris  avenue  (Jamaica  Plain) — 

Telegraph  posts  a  109,  127 
Harrison  aven  ue — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  57,  a  59 
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Stable:  petition  a  209;  permit  a 216 

Sewer  :  eastwardly  from  Forest  Hill  St.,  petition  a  443  ;  order  of 
notice  458;  hearing  465;  order  passed  472 
Glendale  street  — 

Grade  damages  :  order  passed  a  430 
Stable  :  permit  a  446 
Glendon  Company — 

East  Eagle  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  24] 
Eagle  st.  and  sq.,  grading,  macadamizing,  petition  a  241 
Globe  alley — 

Land  damages  a  415 
Globe  Nail  Co.— 

Howard  St.,  gas  pipe,  petition  a  297;  permit  317 
Gloucester  street — 

Grading,  etc. :   petition  a  465  ;  order  passed  558 
Edgestones,  sidewalks:  corner  Newbury  St.,  petition  a  633;  or- 
der passed  558 
Glover,  A.  H.— 

Devon  St.   (ward  25)  erection   of  wooden   building,  petition  a 
109,  c  120;  permit  a  126,  c  130 
Glover,  George  et  al. — 

Lincoln  st.  (ward  24),  sewer,  petition  a  174;  hearing  276 
Glover,  Horatio  A. — 

Narragansett  st.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a 443 
Glover,  J.  R.— 

24  Mather  st.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  425  ;  order  passed  447 
Glover,  S.  P.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  314 
Goddard,  Thomas,  trustee — 

Essex-st.  extension,  $1290  damages  a  281 
South-st.  widening,  557350  damages  a  281 
Goggin — 

Washington  st.  near  Beach  st.  (W.  R.)  removal  of  rocks,  per- 
mit a  248 
Goggins,  Margaret — 

North  Beuuetst.,  personal  injuries  a  93,  c  99 
Gold  street — 

Lamp  :  corner  F  St.,  petition  a  518 
Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Co. — see  Telephone  wires 
Goldsmith,  George  W.  ft  al. — 

Centre  and  Orchard  sts.,  sewer,  remonstrance  a  465 
Goldsmith,  Henrietta — 

34  Ward  St.,  grade  damages,  order  passed  a  471 
Goldsmith,  Simon — 

Corner  Ward  and  II  illeck  sts.,  grade  damages,  order  passed 
a  471 
Goldthwait,  F.  J.— 

Chosen  clerk  of  police  commissioners  a  258 
Good,  Timothy  .1. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Goodale,  George  W.  et  al. — 

Madison  street,  petition  a  43 
Goodman,  Eleanor — 

273  East  Fighth  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  514 
Goodnow,  J.  W.  et  al. — 

Centre  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  gutters,  petition  a  241 
Goodrich,  F.  E. — 

Appointed  mayor's  clerk  a  13 
Goodwin,  F.  II.  &  Co.— 

Corner  Avon  and  Chauncy  sts.,  nag  signs,  petition  a  443  ;  leave 
to  withdraw  467 
Goodwin,  James  F. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Goodwin,  W.  II.— 

Childs  street,  sewer,  remonstrance  a  514 
Gordon,  Robert  W.— 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Charlestown,  petition  a  189 
Gorman,  Dennis  J. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Gorman,  William — 

Decease  a  15,  c  16 
Gormley,  John — 

Sprinkliug  streets  in  city,  petition  a  174 
Gould,  George  F. — 

Appointed  harbor  master  a  83 
Goward,  John  F.  E. — 

Norfolk  st.,  widening,  $112.80  damages  a  144 
Blue  Hill  av.  and  Norfolk  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  468  ;  order 
passed  500 
Grace,  James  J  — 

Exchange  st.,  sample  of  new  pavement,  petition  a  59,  permit 
a  212 
Grace,  Patrick — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Brighton,  petition  a  189 
Grace  Mission  Society — 

Use  of  wardroom  in  ward  3,  petition  a  663,  c  670  ;  permit  c  695, 
a  700 
Graham,  Joseph — 

Paul  St.,  closing,  petition  a  213,  permit  a  217 
Albion  and  Paul  sts.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  456  ;  order  passed 
467 
Grain — 

Measurers  appointed  a  125,  155 
Grampian  way — 

Grading,  etc.  a  77 

Plank  walk  :  petition  a  676 


Grand  Junction  wharf — 

Boston  and  Albany  railroad,  wooden  building,  petition  a  124, 
c  130;  permit  a  173,  c  175 
Granite  avenue  (Dorchester)  — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  456 
Grant,  Charles  K. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Grant,  Augustus — 

Appointed  constable  456 
Gray,  Horace,  chief  justice  Supreme  Judicial  Court — 

Administers  oaths  of  office  1,  2,  3 
Gray,  D.  B.— 

271  Eighth  street  (ward  15),  stable,  petition  a  349  ;  leave  to 
withdraw  701 
Gray,  William,  jr. "et  al. — 

Substitution  of  four-foot  burner  for  street  lamps,  petition  a  59  ; 
report  665 
Gray.  William,  el  al. — 

Taking  lands,  order  notice  a  500 ;  hearing  518 
Gray,  William,  assignee — 

Boston  Hemp  Manuf.  Co.,  release  of  rights,  petition  a  514;  or- 
der passed  a  574,  c  576 
Gray  street — 

Sidewalk  :  No.  32,  petition  a  607 
Green,  Alfred  P.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Green,  Ja  =  es — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  109,  209 
Green  street  — 

Crosswalk  :  petition  a  139 
Green  street  (Jamaica  Plain)  — 

Grading:  between  Forest  Hills  and  Washington  sts.,  petition 

a  213 
Crosswalks  :  at  Union  av..  petition  a  213 ;  report  248 

At  Call  St.,  petition  a  213 
Poles :  corner  Boylston  st.,  permit  a  631 
Green  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Claims:  personal  injuries  a  209,  c  220,  a  352,  c  354 
Greene,  Reuben,  et  al. — 

Dale  av.  (Roxbury),  lamps,  petition  a  499 
Greenough  avenue — 

Sidewalks  :  north  side,  petition  a  514 
Greenough,  Malcolm  S.,  councilman  (ward  9)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected  :  committee  on  accounts  10  ;  chairman  462 
Appointed:  committee  on  water  11 ;  pay  of  laborers  22;  250th 

anniversary  239 
Remarks : 

Old  State  House  17 
Protection  of  cemeteries  20 
Street  crossings  20 
Pay  of  laborers  21, 106,  409 
Wiisteof  water  49,  66,  603 
Decoration  day  55 
Public  library  67 

New  main  from  Chestnut-Hill  reservoir  86, 123, 130,  309,  370 
Extension  of  Broadway  86,  167,  382 
Bridge  to  Charlestown  99 
New  court-house  107 
Superintendent  of  public  lands  136 
Improved  sewerage  146 
Sale  of  public  lands  166 
Appropriation  bill  185 
Carson's  excavating  machine  200,  224 
Care  of  hydrants  2U7 
Public  parks  237,  238 
Owners  of  West  Roxbury  park  239 
Faneuil  Hall  portraits  249 
Stony  brook  319 
Barrel  wagons  338 
Laying  of  water-pipes  396 
Accounts  of  late  treasurer  of  Brighton  405 
250th  anniversary  436,  438,  450 
Water-supply  for  Cambridge  503 
Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company  526 
Decoration  of  council  chamber  532 
Committee  on  legislative  matters  649,  561,  579 
Increase  of  police  force  560 
Revision  of  the  ordinances  643,  653 
Additional  water-basin  646 

Verification  by  auditor  of  payment  of  interest  and  bonds  647 
Improved  sewerage,  modification  of  contract  674 
Greenville  street — 

Boundary   line   between   land   of   Isaac   F.    Cruft  and    burial 
ground,  petition  a  139;  leave  to  withdraw  a  198,  c  200 
Greenwich  place  (ward  24)  — 

Sewer:  petition  a  258  ;  report  and  order  of  notice  a  282  ;  hearing 
a  297  ;  order  passed  317 
Greenwood  avenue  (ward  23)  — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  568 
Gregg,  Washington  P. — 

Fleeted  clerk  of  common  council  3 
Griffin,  James  H. — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  West  Hoxbury  scales  a  189 
Griffin,  Martin- 
Appointed  inspector  of  milk  a  59 
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Griffith,  Henry- 
Appointed  field-driver  and  pound  keeper  a  214,  c  222 
Griggs,  John  II. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Griggs,  Robert  D.  et  al.— 

Jenkins  st.  (S.B.),  edgestones,  petition  a  425 
Grogan,  Richard — 

Beacon  St.,  injury  to  carriage,  petition  a  543,  c  548;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  650,  c  652 
Groom,  Thomas,  et  al. — 

Humphrey  street,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  26 
Grose,  Joseph  It. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Grove  street  (ward  23)  — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  456 
Grover,  Lurana  A. — 

Cambridge  st.,  widening  at  Charlestown,  S109.08  damages  a  415 
Grundel,  Hermann — 

Petition  to  be  appointed  superintendent  of  common  and  public 
grounds  a  26 
Guild.  Georae  B.  &  Co.— 

From  Monument  sq.  (ward  23)  to  Allandale  Springs,  passenger 
wagons,  petition  a  327  ;  permit  352 
Guild,  George  K. — 

Mt.  Vernon  st.   (ward  23) ,  edgestones,   petition  a  189;   order 
passed  a  212 
Guild,  James,  et  al.— 

Washington  st.  between  Cliff  and  Cedarjsts.,  sprinkling,  petition 
a  230 
Gunniug,  John — 

229  Cabot  St.,  edgestones,  order  passed  a  500 

H  street- 
Sidewalks  :  Union  institution  for  savings,  No.  200,  order  passed 
a  458 
No.  202,  order  passed  a  458 
Corner  Ninth  st.,  order  passed  a  458 
Edgestones :  between  Seventh  and  Eighth  sts.,  petition  a  518 
Hackett,  Le  Hoy- 
Union  park,  declaration  respecting  deed  a  306 
Hackett,  Matthew — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  Western  av.,  rear  North 
Harvard  St.,  to  North  Harvard  St.  (rear)  near  Western  av. 
(ward  25),  permit  a  416 
nadley.  Benjamin— 

Cambridge  st.  (Charlestown),  S91.60  for  land  a  246 
Hagar,  J.  B.,  councilman  (ward  10) — 
Qualified  337 

Appointed :  committee  on  claims  348,  legislative  matters  348 
Remarks: 

Law  department  394 
Reducing  motions  to  writing  420 
Public  parks  529 
Inspection  of  vinegar  578 
Committee  on  legislative  matters  579 
Death  of  councilman  Perkins  633 
Hagarty,  Hose — 

Pay  of  sum  due  Daniel  Hagarty  deceased  a  665,  c  670 
Haines,  J.  H. — 

Rear  Townsend  St.,  stable,  petition  a  514;  permit  534 
Hale,  George,  et  al. — 

Cazenove  pi.,  sewer,  petition  a  109 
Hale,  Robert- 
Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Haley,  John  I. — 

Warwick  st.  (ward  19),  stable,  petitiona365;  leave  to  withdraw 
429 
Hall,  Alfred  A.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Hall,  Edward  !>.,  agent,  et  al. — 

Centre  and   Pond  sts.,  sewer,  petition,  request  for  special  com- 
mittee, leave  to  withdraw  a  333 
Hall,  Hayward  P.— 

79  Northampton  St.,  stable,  petition  a  480 ;  permit  500;  cellar, 
petition  a  514  ;  permit  519 
Hall,  .Joseph  E. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161,  a  175,  c  182 
Dorchester  av.,  at  Milton  Lower  Mills,  edgestones,  petition  a  258 
Hall,  Joseph  E.  et  al. — 

Dorchester  av.,  at  Milton  Lower  Mills,  grading,  petition  a  276 
Hall.  Joseph  P.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Hall,  Robert  W.— 

Nominated  and  elected  superintendent  of  public  lands  a  63 
c  87,  a  93, 110,  c  122,  a  125,  c  136,  a  139 
Hall,  Thomas- 
Appointed  constable  a  456 
Hallahan,  Ann,  trustee — 

Commercial  St.,  widening,  S3S50  damages  a  46 
Halleck,  T.  E.— 

East  Sixth   st.    (ward   14),   wooden  building,  petition   a   327, 
c  337  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
Hallen,  A.— 

22  North  Mead  St.  (ward  4),  stable,  petition  a  297 
Hallock  street — 

Grade  damages  :  petition  a  551 


Ham,  Benjamin  A.  et  al. — 

West  Seventh  St.  between  Dorchester  and  F  sts.,  petition  to  put 
in  order  a  456 
Ham,  Joseph,  et  al. — 

Monument  at  Fort  Lot,  Highlands,  petition  c   322;  referred  to 
Boston  water  board  c  346,  a  349 
Ham  &  Carter- 
Movement  of  wooden    building  from    Northampton  St.    to  728 
Albany  st.  (ward  18),  petition  a  5S6;  permit  650 
Ham  &  Tiles— 

20  and  22  Lynde  st.  (ward  7),  stable,  petition  a  543;  report  590 
Hamblin,  Howard  M. — 

255  Tremont  St.,  lantern,  petition  a  174 ;  permit  a  197 
Hamilton,  Alonzo,  et  al. — 

Lawrence  av.  (ward  24),  lamps,  petition  a  77 

Grading,  etc.,  petition  a  77 
Hamilton,  Edward — 

Providing  free  soup,  petition  a  613,  c  621 
Hamlet  street  (ward  20)  — 

Lamps :  petition  a  543 
Hammond,  Joseph,  et  al. — 

New  Lamartine  St.,  sewer,   petition  a  568;   order  notice  617; 
hearing  629 
Hampden  street — 

Telegraph  poles  :  a  535 

No.  57,  removal,  petition  a  629 
Hampshire  street — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from,  petition  a  124  ;  permit 
a  145 

From  87  and  89,  petition  a  258 

Sewer:  damages,  petition  a  468,  c  475;  leave  to  withdraw  a 589, 
c601 
Hancock,  Martin  31.,  councilman  (ward  1) — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  11 ;  police  11  ; 
surveyor's  department  11,  resigned  318 ;  public  buildings 
348 

Elected  :  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  29,  c  31,  55 

Remarks : 

Salaries  of  city  officers  150 
Increase  of  police  force  536 
Hancock  square  (Charlestown) — 

Passenger  wagon  to  harbor  boats,  petition  a  400 ;  permit  415 
Hancock  street — 

Plank  walks,  etc.;  petition  a  349 

Sidewalks:  at  12  &  14,  petition  a  413;  order  passed  447 
Hancock  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Sewer:  petition  a  414;  order  for  hearing  415;  hearing  426;  order 
passed  429 
Hancock  street  (Dorchester) — 

Sidewalks,  etc.  a  59 

Stable  :    petition  a  456 ;  permit  467 

Turnout:  petition  a  518;  order  notice  534;  hearing  563  ;  order 
passed  589 

Crosswalks  :  near  Winter  St.,  petition  a  568 
Foot  of  Trull  St.,  report  a  574 
Ilannum,  James  W.  et  al. — 

Walnut  St.  near  Nepouset  av.  (ward  24),  edgestones,  petition 
a  586 
Hanover  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  18,  a  26,  c  137,  a  139,  297,  c  307 

Druggist's  mortar:  Blackstone  bank  building  a  327,  352 
Harbor — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Defences,  topic  iu  mayor's  address  referred  a  44,  c  50  ;  commit- 
tee c  52 

Harbor  master  appointed  a  83 

Harbor  master  for  Roxbury  canal  a  96,  2S0,  c  2S3 

Harbor  master's  office  a  158,  c  160,  187 

Request  for  report  respecting  steamboats  c  3S2,  a  3S3,  c  461, 
a  465 

Loading  vessels  on  the  Sabbath  a  93,  402,  c  405 

Discharging  cargo  a  467,  c  475,  a  480 

Charles-river  fiats,  Cambridge,  notice  of  hearing  c  635 
Harding,  Albert  E. 

374  Marlborough  st. ,  edgestones,  petition  a  443;  order  passed 
458 
Harding,  C.  P. — 

54  Clifford  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  3S3;  order  passed  404 
Hargrave,  George  \V. — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  248  Princeton  st.  to  232 
Bennington  st.,  petition  a  155;  permit  a  179 
Harkins,  Timothy- 
Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Congress-st.  bridge  a  388 
Harrigan,  Jeremiah — 

Appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  109 
Harrington,  John  C. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Harris,  Charles  — 

Nominated  and  elected  superintendent  of  streets  a  63,  c  87 
Harris,  Thomas  B  — ■ 

Nominated  and  elected  sinking-fund  commissioner  a  212,  c  222 
Harris  avenue  (Jamaica  Plain)  — 

Telegraph  posts  a  109,  127 
Harrison  avenue- 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  57,  a  59 


XXX 


INDEX   TO   PROCEEDINGS    OF    CITY   COUNCIL. 


Land,  corner  Beach  St.,  sale  authorized  a  85,  95,  c  99  ;  change 

in  terms  of  sale  a  414,  c  418  ;  order  passed  a  472,  c  475 
Stable :  between  Washington,  Essex  and  Beach  sts.,  petition 

a  139;  leave  to  withdraw  402 
Sprinkling:  from  Warren  to  Eustis  sts.,  petition  a  213 

"  Portion  "  :  order  passed  a  248 
Excavating  cellar,  corner  Beach  St.,  petition  a  349  ;  permit  402 
Savage  primary  school-house  and  land,  sale  authorized  c  411, 

a  415 
Wooden  building :  movement  from  No.  454,  petition  a  443;  per- 
mit 456 
Taving:  between  East  Newton  St.  and  East  Chester  park,  order 

passed  a  458 
Widening:  damages  a  482 
Retaining  wall:  at  904-912,  petition  a  518 
Telegraph  poles  :  a  534 
Sidewalk  :  No.  1141,  petition  a  586 
Tracks:  connection  with  Beach-st.  track,  permit  a  618 
Hart,  Elizabeth  M.— 

Cedar  st.    (Charlestown),   edgestones,    petition   a  327;    order 
passed  350 
Hart,  Thomas  N.,  councilman  (ward  18)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Elected  :  finance  committee  7 
Appointed  :  committee  on  city  registrar's  department  11 

Treasury  department  11 
Remarks  : 

Appropriation  bill  185 
l'ublic  parks  506,  528,  540 
.Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company  527 
Treasury  department  542 
Hart,  Patrick- 
Dorchester  district,  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets,  petition 

a  109  ;  permit  a  127 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  26, 125 
Hartford,  Eliza  A. — 

54  Gates  St.  (S.B.),  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment,  petition 
a  26  ;  permit  a  65 
Hartford  &  Co.  et  al.— 

Certain  wooden  buildings,  petition  c  636,  a  663 
Hartinan,  John — 

Ward  st.,  sewer,  abatement  a  446 
llartnett,  John — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Ilartwell,  Daniel  G. — 

Fancuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  24  and  cellar  No.  S  a  416 
Harvard  avenue  (ward  25) — 

Lamp,  petition  a  124 
Harvard  avenue  (ward  5)  — 

Grade:  petition  a  433 
Harvard  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 
Lantern  :  at  24,  petition  a  241;  permit  281 
Paving:  petition  a  3S3 
Harvey,  Mary — 

159  Beacon  st.  rear,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  671,  a  676 
Harvey,  Stephen  W. — 

128   Border  St.,  erection  of  wooden   building,  petition  a  465, 
c  475;  report  c  526,  a  533 
Harwich  street- 
Sewer  :  petition  and  order  of  notice  a  435 

Between  Dartmouth  and  Yarmouth  sts.,  permit  to  close 
a  467 
Hastings,  A.  W.  et  al. — 

Poplar  st.  (ward  23),  gravelling,  etc.,  petition  a  59 
Hastings  &  Co.  et  al. — 

Corner  Lincoln  and  Beach  sts.,  telegraph  pole,  petition  a  551 
Hastings,  John — 

Release  refused  a  472 
Hatch,  Horace  N.— 

Congress  St.,  damages,  petition  c  120,  a  125 
Hathaway,  .1.  A. — 

Rockland  St.  (  Brighton),  sidewalk,  petition  a  465  ;  order  passed 
483 
Hathorne,  J.  II.— 

Abatement  of  nuisance  on  premises,  petition  a  383,  c  390;  re- 
port a  547, c  548 
Injuries  to  coach,  leave  to  withdraw  a  537,  c  601 
Hathorne,  J.  II.  &  E.  .1.— 

Salem  st.  to  Sullivan  sq.  (Charlestown),  extension  of  omnibus 
route,  petition  a  456;  referred  to  next  board  of  aldermen  700 
Haven,  Franklin,  el  al.  trustees — 

Assigns  of  Boston  Water  Power  Co. — see  Boston  Water  Power 
Co. 
Ilavey,  Daniel — 

188  Pynchon  st.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  213 
Ilavey,  Peter — 

Dudley  av.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  499;  permit  515 
Ilavey,  Thomas,  et  al. — 

292  and  21)4  Uolton  st.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  425;  order 
passed  558 
Havre  street — 

Vacant  land,  nuisance,  c  123,  a  125,  c  188,  a  189 
Sidewalks  :  between  Brooks  and  Porter  sts.,  petition  a  456 
No.  201,  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  574 
No.  199,  petition  a  518;  order  passed  574 


Hawes,  Albert  0. — ■ 

Appointed  superintendent  Granite  bridge  a  126 
Hay- 
Inspectors  and  weighers  of  bundle  hay,  appointments  a  83, 125, 

155,  400 
Uayden,  Charles — 

Nominated  and  elected  director  for  public  institutions  a  175, 

cl87,  201,  a  211,  214,  c  222 
Hayes,  John  E.  et  al. — 

Chelsea  st.  (Charlestown),  sewer,  petition  a  213 
Haymarket  square — 

Passenger  wagon — see  Omnibuses 
Middlesex  R.  Co.,  cross-connection,  petition  a  456 
Haynes,  Edward,  et  al. — 

Fairfield  St.,  trees,  petition  a  518,  c  523 
Haynes,  Ellen — 

118  Hudson  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  174,  c  181 ;  leave  to 

withdraw  a  546,  c  548 
Haynes,  George  &  Son — 

Washington  St.,  near  Richmond  St.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition 

a  327  ;  permit  350 
Haynes,  Henry  M. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Haynes,  Tilly- 
Beach  St.,   United  States  hotel,  lamp-posts,   petition   a  258; 

report  a  281 
Havward  place — 

'  Projection  of  lantern  a  213,  246 
Hayward  street — 

Estate  of  D.  II.  McKay,  edgestones,  sidewalks  a  198 

Petition  a  518 ;  order  passed  a  546 
Health— 

.Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Topics  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 

Health  wagons  for  ward  25  c  32,  a  43 

James  M.  Keith  appointed  member  of  board  of  health  a  125, 

c 131, 147 
Milk— see  Milk 
Passage-ways  in  rear  of  Tremout  St.,  petition  to  put  in  healthy 

condition  a  365 
Pay  of  deceased  employe  c  695,  a  700 
East  Boston,  house  offal,  contract  authorized  c  695,  a  700 
Intramural  interments  c  6,  a  13,  c  154,  a  156,  c  188,  a  lo9 
Statistics  of  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  a  15,  c  16, 

a  26,  156,  c  160 
East  Boston  cemetery  c  21.  a  26 
Public   urinals  c  25,  a  26,  c  1.38, 147,  a  156,  c!60,  a  329,  402, 

c  405,  a  414,  c  418,  a  425,  c  436,  a  547,  c  549 
Additional  appropriations — see  Appropriations 
Nuisance  near  Fedcral-st.  bridge  c  123,  a  125,  199,  247,  c  347 
Nuisance  on  vacant  lands  in  East  Bo.-ton  c  123,  a  125,  c  188, 

alS9 
Medicines  for  the  poor  c  173,  a  174,  c  226,  a  243 
South-bay  nuisance  c  324,  a  329,  4U2,  c  405,  a  415,  c  419,  479, 

a  480,  547,c54S 
Annual  report  of  board  of  health  a  383 
Newton-st.  passage-way  a  467 
Superintendent  authorized  to  purchase  horses,  supplies,  etc. 

c  41,  55,  a  59 
Street  crossings  c  20,  a  26,  c  40,  a  43 
Ash-carts  c  137,  a  139,  c  188,  a  189 
Pay  of  deceased  employe  a  212,  c  220,  232,  a  466,  c  475 
House  offal  in  West  Roxbury  c  228,  a  213 
New  sheds  c  240,  250,  a  258 
Telephonic  communication  a  265,  c  268 
Sweeping-machines  c  295,  a  297 
Back-bay  nuissnee  c  382,  a  383,  403,  c  405 
Hospital  on  Fort  avenue — see  Hospitals 
Healy,.JohnP.— 

Nominated  and  elected  city  solicitor  a  64,  c  87 
See  also  Law  department 
Hcaly.  .1.  P.,  A.  N.  Whiting  and  J.  F.  Fuller,  trustees- 
Lincoln  St.,  widening,  $1447.60  damages  a  265 
Essex  St.,  extension  from  South  to  Federal  sts.,  $400  damages 

a  429 
Healy,  .Joseph,  councilman  (ward  10)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:   committee    on   claims    11.  legislative  matters   11, 

topics  in  mayor's  inaugural  address  12,  celebration  of  250th 

anniversary  49 
Remarks : 

Street  and  health  departments  16 

New  court-house  42,  107 

Harbor  defences  51 

Public  library  66 

Assessors'  department  68 

City  officers  opposing  legislation  92,  206 

Member  of  board  of  health  132 

Salaries  of  city  officers  149 

Appropriation  bill  183 

Decease  218 
Ilcancy,  Tliomas,  and  Ellen  Fagan — 

292  and  294  Bolton  St.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  425 
Heuphy,  T.— 

Appointed    assistant    superintendent   of    Mt.    Washington-av. 

bridge  a  388 
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Heath  place— 

Grading :  petition  a  13 
Heath  street  (ward  23)— 

Stable:  petition  a  43;  permit  a  65 

Plank  wulk,  etc. :  petition  a  43,  241 

Sewer :  petition  a  543 
Hebard,  Sylvester  H. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Heideureich,  Emil — 

73  Cedar  St.,  tree,  petition  a  230;  permit  a  265 
Heintz,  John — 

Appointed  undertaker  a  189 
Henchman  street — 

Altering  grade,  damages  a  84 

Wooden  buildings :   movement  from  29  to  7,  petition  a  297 
From  450  Commercial  st.  to  7  Henchman,  petition  a  297 

Sewer :  petition  a  499  :  order  passed  500 
Henderson,  A.  D. — 

Appointed  superintendent   Western-av.  bridge  to  Watertown 
and  North  Beacon-st.  bridge  a  126 
Henley  street — 

Paving  a  93 
Hereford  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalk:  corner  Marlborough  st.,  petition  a  209 ; 
order  passed  a  248 
Corner  Beacon  st.,  petition  a  276;  order  passed  317 
Hersey,  Charles  II.  and  Francis  C. — 

Grade  damages,  order  to  pay  a  29 
Hersey,  Charles  W.  et  al. — 

Dorchester  st.  from  Broadway  to  Eighth  St.,  sprinkling, petition 
a  241 
Herter,  Robert — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Hertkorn.  Joseph — 

179  West  Seventh  st.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  413;  order  passed 
447 
Hewins,  George — 

291  and  293  Commercial  st.,  steam  engine,  petition  and  order  for 
hearing  a  46S ;  hearing  514  ;  permit  519 
Hewitt  &  Webster- 
Rockland  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  297  ;  order  passed  317 
Hickey,  Richard,  et  al. — 

Back  street,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  26 
Hicks,  William  L. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Higgins,  Daniel — 

Appointed  surveyor  of  marble,  soapstone  and  freestone  a  125  ; 
inspector  of  lime  a  214,  c  222 
Higgins,  L.  II. — 

Claim  for  damage  to  wngon,   petition  c  295;  leave  to  withdraw 
c  347,  a  349 
Higgins,  R.  R.  et  al.— 

Kidgeway  lane,  paving,  petition  a  400 
High  street — 

Steam  engine  :  173  Chadwick  Lead  Works,  petition  and  order  of 
notice  a  13  ;  hearing  a  59  :  permit  a  84 

Vacant  land,  sale  authorized  a  143 
High  street,  Charlestown — 

Vacant  land,  sale  authorized,  a  143 

Sewer :  petition  a  586  ;  order  notice  617 ;  hearing  629 
Highland  park — see  Common,  etc. 
Highland  park  street — 

Estate,  damages  a  124 
Highland  street — 

Sprinkling  :  petition  a  213 

"  Portion,"  order  passed  a  248 

Tree  :  removal,  petition  a  480 ;  report  558 
Highland  street  Railway  Co.— 

Steam  engine,  etc.,  at  824  Shawmut  av.,  petition  and  order  of 
notice  a  126  ;  hearing  174  ;  permit  246 

Coaches:  between  Forest  Hills  station  (W.R.)  and  Bit.  Hope 
cemetery,  and  between  Grove  Hall  and  Mt.  Hope  cemetery, 
petition  a  276,  permit  299 

Self-propelling  engine  a  95,  127 

Geneva  av.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  443 
Hill  &  Wright— 

137,  139,  Sumner  St.,  E.B.,  engine  and  boiler,  petition  a  258 ; 
hearing  314;  permit  335 
Hill,  George — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  No.  103  and  cellar  No.  20, 
a  558 
Hill,  L.  M.T.  etal.— 

Howard  av.  between  Hartford  and  Sargent  sts.,  lamps,  petition 
a  551 
Hillard,  James  L. — 

Appointed  assistant  clerk  of  committees  a  1S9,  c  200 

Extra  services,  order  passed  c  692 
Hills,  George  II. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  314 
Hills,  Thomas — 

Nominated  assessor  c  92;  elected  a  93,  c  99 
Hills,  Thomas,  et  al. — 

H  st.   between  Seventh  and  Eighth  sts.    edgestones,  petition 
a518 
Hilton,  John  P.,  councilman  (ward  5) — 

Oaths  of  office  1 


Appointed:  committee  on  salaries  11;  survey  and  inspection  of 
buildings  11 ;  new  bridge  to  Charlestown  21 

Elected :  trustee  of  City  hospital  a  29,  c  31,  a  230,  c  232 

Remarks : 

Salaries  of  city  officers  149 
Salary  supt.  north  draw  Chelsea  bridge  548 
Hinckley,  Jane  E. — 

453  Washington  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  213,  c  220 
Hinckley,  Ayres  &  Co. — 

New  Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  cellar  No.  5,  report  in 
favor  a  471 
Hiugham  street : 

Sidewalk  :  corner  Middlesex  St.,  petition  a  241 
Hobbs,  J.  S.  &  Co.  etal.— 

Running   empty  cars    around   block    enclosed    by   Kneeland, 
South,    Beach  and   Federal  sts.,    petition  a  174;    order   of 
notice  a  198 ;  hearing  a  241 
Hoblitzell,  Condon  &  Iloblitzell— 

Payment  of  §3000,  retained  on  contract  a  94,  c  99 
Hodgate,  John  M. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Hogan,  John  J. — 

Appointed  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Holbrook,  Anthony,  etal. — 

East  Ninth  st.,  paving,  petition  a  327 
Holbrook,  Jesse — 

Woodbine  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  124 
Holbrook  street- 
Sewer:  petition  a  468;  remonstrance  499 
Holden,  Artemas  R. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 

Kcnnard  av. ,  sewer,  assessment  a  335 
Holdeu,  George,  heirs  of — 

Commercial  St.,  widening,  $112  damages  a  366 
Holden  court — 

Estate,  damages  a  63 

Lamp  :  petition  a  586 
Holland,  D.  J.— 

Supt.  Mt.  Washington-av.   bridge,   petitions   in   favor  c   136, 
a  142  ;  elected  c  149,  a  156 
Holland,  Sarah  E.  et  al. — 

Beach  St.,  land  damages,  petition  a  276;  order  passed  a  446 
Holland,  W.  A.— 

Compensation  for  land,  petition  a  26  ;  order  to  pay  a  197 
Hollis,  George  W.,  councilman  (  ward  25)  — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  fire  department  11;  water  11 ;  cheap 
postage  16 
Hollis,  George  W.— 

North  Beacon  st.  (Brighton  District),  temporary  bridge  to  ice- 
house a  127 
Hollis,  G.  W\— 

Corner  Brighton  av.  and  Market  st.  (ward  25),  stable,  petition 
a  499  ;  permit  515 

North  Beacon  st.  (ward  25),  stable,  petition  a  499;  permit  515 

Market  st.  (ward  25),  stable,  petition  a  543;  permit  558 
Hollis,  John,  et  al. — 

Brighton  av.,  crossing,  petition  a  454;  report  467 
Hollis,  John  W.  et  al. — 

Brighton  av.,  macadamizing,  petition  a  59 
Holly,  Joseph- 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  314 
Holly,  Richard — 

Kennard  av.,  sewer,  $3.89  abatement  a  212 
Holmes,  Eiiza  A. — 

Leverett  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  258,  e  268;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  352,  c  354 
Holmes,  John — 

699  Washington  St.,  projection  of  lantern,  petition  a  213;  per- 
mit a  246 
Holmes,  R. — 

Heath  st.,  plank  walk,  etc.,  petition  a  241 
Holmes,  Richard,  et  al. — 

Heath  st.,  plank  walk,  etc.,  petition  a  43 
Holmes  (F.  M.)  Furniture  Co. — 

Street  leading  from   Maiden  bridge  to  Everett  line,  petition  to 
put  in  order  a  456 
Holtzer,  F.  W.  II.— 

Spring  Lane  ( W.R.),  sewer,  $3.26  abatement  a  472 
Home  Savings  Bank — 

Blue  Hill  av.,  relocation,  $120  damages  a  159 
Hoops  and  staves — 

Culler  appointed  a  214,  c  222 
Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  and  Elevator  Co. — 

63  Water  st.  (ward  5),  wooden  building,  petition  a  629,  c  635 
Hosea,  Samuel,  jr. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125;   weigher  of  coal 
a  365 . 
Hosley.  Henry  E.,  councilman  (ward  15) — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  City  hospital  11  ;  public  library  11 

Remarks : 

Revised  ordinances  656 
Hospitals — 

City  Hospital — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 
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Topics  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 
Amendments  to  ordinance  a  216,  c220,  363,  a  383 
Trustees  :  nominated  c  18,  a  29  ;  elected  a  29,  c  31 
Incorporation  c  41,  a43,  c  00,  71,  87,  100,  a  110 
Appointments  a  213,  c  222,  a  241,  c  249,  a  276,  c  292 
Trustees  on  part  of  city  council,  request  to  nominate  a 

216,  c  220  ;  election  a  230,  c  232 
Organization  244 
Annual  report  c  373 
Non-paving  patients  a  413,  c  418 
Ambulance  for  East  Boston  c  478,  a  481,  c  604,  a  613 
Additional  land  a  519,  c  523,  584,  605,  a  613,  630,  c  635, 

636, a  663, c 670,  a  676 
Contagious  diseases,  petition  a  155,  c  160;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  198, c  200 
Iron  fencing  :  order  passed  a  558,  c  560,  578 
Visitors  on  Sundays  c  559,  a  568,  c  583,  605 
St.  Elizabeth's  hospital,  78  Waltham  St.,  petition  for  release 
of  condition  on  estate  a  314 
Fort  av. ,  sewer,  petition  a  414,  425;  order  for  hearing  415; 
hearing  426 
hospital,  remonstrance  a  414;  report  547  ;  order  passed 
a  691 ;  purchase  a  547,  c  548,  a  551,  554,  c  559,  565 
a  575,  590,  c  601,  618,  670,  694,  a  700 
Houghton,  J.  F.  el  al. — 

Green  St.,  crossing  at  Call  St.,  petition  a  241 
Hovey,  George  E.  et  al. — 

Dudley  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  109 
Hovey,  Solomon,  jr. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Howard,  Albert,  et  al. — 

North  av.,  grading,  petition  a  209 
Howard,  John — 

Elected  supt.  Maiden  bridge  c  148,  a  156 
Howard,  L.  S.  et  al  — 

Lincoln  st.  (ward  24),  sewer,  petition  a  230 
Howard,  W.  H.  et  al.— 

Sullivan  sq.,  sprinkling,   petition  a  258;  leave   to  withdraw 
a  388,  c  390 
Howard,  William  [I.,  councilman  (ward  4) — 
Oath  of  office  1 

Appointed  committee  on  streets  11;  water  11 
Howard  avenue  (ward  20)  — 

Stable:  petition  a  414;  leave  to  withdraw  467 
Lamps  :  between  Hartford  and  Sargent  sts.,  petition  a  551 
Howard  street — 

Coaches  a  59,  94 
Howard  street  (ward  20)  — 
Stable  :  petition  a  213 

Wooden  building:  moving  across  street,  permit  a  248 
Globe  Nail  Co.,  gas  pipe,  petition  a  297;  permit  317 
Edgestones,  sidewalks,  paving,  from  Hampden  to  Gerard  sts., 
order  passed  a  350 
Howe,  N.  B.— 

117Zeigler  St..  removal  of  telegraph  pole,  petition  a  676 
Howes,  Osborne,  jr.  et  al. — 

Hancock  st.,  foot  of  Trull  St.,  crosswalk,  report  a  574 
Howland,  A.  M.  el  al. — 

Melville  av.,  sewer,  petition  a  414;  order  of  notice  415;  hearing 
426  ;  order  passed  446 
Lamps:  petition  a  468 
Howland,  J,  V.— 

Richmond  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  480 ;  permit  500 
Howland,  J.  F.  et  al. — 

Richmond  st.  (Dorchester),  edgestones,  gutters,  petition  a  77 
Howland  street — 

Sidewalks,  grading  a  124 

Grading,    gravelling,    edgestones,    gutters,    sidewalks,     order 

passed  a  281 
Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  abatements  and  assessments  a  546 
Howson,  John,  et  al. — 

Allston,  playground,  petition  a  365,  c  370 
Hoyt,  James  A. — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Dover-st.  bridge  a  388 
Hubbard  &  Blake— 

Alford  st.  (ward  4),  wooden  building,  petition  c  565,  a  568 
Hudson  street- 
Crosswalk  :  petition  a  43;  permit  a  65 

Claims:  personal  injuries,  petition  a  174,  c  181;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  546,  c  548 
Hughes,  Peter  J. — 

Constable,  bond  approved  a  46 
Hull,  Harriet  K.  etal.— 

Parker  st.  (Charlestown),  sewer,  petition  a  456 
Hull,  Liverus— 

Nominated  and  elected  overseer  of  poor  a  144,  c  147, 172 
Humphrey  street — 
Grading,  etc.  a  2G 
Watering:  petition  a  230 

"Portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Humphries,  Richard  C.  and  J.  Frank  Pope,  receivers  of  Dorchester 
Savings  Bank — 
Adams  st.,  relocation,  $52.50  damages  a  94 
Hunnofeld,  C. — 

115  West  Seveuth  st.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  174  ;  report  and  or- 
der a  198 


Ilunneman,  Mrs.  J.  F.  G. — 

11  Mt.  Pleasant  av.  (ward  20),  wooden  building,  petition  a  327, 
c  337  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
Hunneman,  John  H.  et  al. — 

Washington  St.,  grading,  preservation  of  trees,  petition  a  241 
Hunneman,  Joseph  H. — 

Washington  st.,  widening,  $6000  damages  a  94 
Hunneman  street — 

Telegraph  poles  a  468 
Hunnewell,  H.  H.,  attorney — 

State  and  Washington  sts.,  grade  of  sidewalk,  petition  a  155; 
permit  388 
Hunnewell,  John  et  al. — 

Perkins  St.  (Charlestown),  lamps,  petition  a  465 
Hunt,  Charles — 

Neponset  av.  near  Chickatawbut  St.,  edgestones,  report  and  or- 
der a  179 
Hunt,  W.  P.  et  al.— 

Grampian  way,  grading, etc.,  petition  a  77 
Huntington,  E.  H.  M. — 

Green  St.  (ward  23),  between  Forest  Hills  and  Washington  sts., 

grading,  petition  a  213 
Forest  Hills  St., corner  Green  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  400;  or- 
der passed  416 
Huntington  avenue — 

Crosswalk  :  petition  a  77 

From  Albany  bridge  to  West  Chester  park,  use  as  trotting 
ground,  petition  a  124 
Sprinkling:  from  Clarendon  st.  to  West  Chester  park  a  199 
Tracks :  to  West  Chester  park  a  276 
Bridge  repairs  a  403 

Extension  to  Parker  st. :  communication  from  street  commis- 
sioners referred  a  443,  c  455 
Parcel  of  land  between  West  Newton  St.  and  B.  &  A.  railroad, 
notice  from  Boston  Water  Power  Co.  c  421,  a  426 ;  order 
referred  a  471,  c  475  ;  report,  order  passed  c  490,  504,  a  614 
Hunton  &  Co. — 

Tamworth  st.,  pipe,  petition  a  425;  permit  447 
Huse,  Mary  E.  B.— 

Walnut  st.  near  Neponset  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  413  ;  or- 
der passed  447 
Huston,  C.  B. — 

Washington  st.  near  Leland  place,  box  and  sign,  petition  a  189 
Hutchings,  William  V.  et  al. — 

Crawford  st.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  97 
Hutchins,  Luther — 

Appointed  coustable  a  456 
Hutchins,  Uriel  M. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  and  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  297 
Hutchinson,  J.  H. — 

Mercantile  market,  enclosing  sheds,  petition  a  649,  c  652 
Hyde  Park  avenue — 
Plank  walk  a  43 

Between  Walkhill  and  Ashland  sts.,  sidewalks,  etc.  a  93 
Poles :  between  Walk  Hill  St.  and  Hyde  Park  line,  permit  a  631 
Hyde  street  (Dorchester) — 

Claims :  Johu  White,  damages  for  death  of  son,  petition  a  456, 
c  460;  leave  to  withdraw  a  546,  c  548 

Ice — 

Weighing  ice  a  458,  c  400,  476,  a  480 
Idiotic  school,  trustees  of— see  Mass.  Institute  for  Feeble-minded 

Youth 
India  street — 

From  custom  house  to  Atlantic  av.,  paving  a  59 

Petroleum  etc. :  No.  33,  license  a  197 
No.  43,  license  a  280 
India  wharf,  proprietors  of — 

253  and  257  Atlantic  av.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  276  ;  order  passed 
317 
Ingalls,  Frederick  P. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Inquirer  publishing  company — 

Leave  to  hire  licensed  minors  a  176 
Inspection  of  buildings — see  Buildings 
Inspectors  of  elections — 

Appointed  a  481,  485,  499,  514,  518,  533 
Institute  of  Technology  — 

Newbury  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  349;  order  passed  430 

Use  of  drill  hall,  order  passed  a  665 
Institutions,  public — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Nomination  and  election  of  directors  a  29,  c  31,  a  44,  c  55,  a  63, 
145,  159, c  222 

Topics  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 

Charlestown   almshouse  a  28,   c  73,   a  77,  c  172,   a  281,  c  283, 
a  297,  4S2,  c  487,  504,  a  514,  c  073,  a  670 

Austin  farm  buildings — see  Appropriations 

Investigation  of  death  of  Joseph  Keuney  c  171,  a  175,  c  188,  202, 
a  211, c  312, a  314 

Organization  of  directors  a  244 

Committee  authorized   to  investigate   applications  for  release 
a  317 

Annual  report  c  342 

Truants  and   absentees  from   school  a  401,  c  405,  411,  a  416, 
c  420,  a  426,  c  476,  a  480 


INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF    CITY    COUNCIL. 


XXXIII 


Marcella-st.  home  a  404,  c  405,  a  415 
Petitions  for  pardon  : 

Matthew  Geary,  referred  a  299;  release  on  probation  317 

Mary  Gillespie,  release  on  probation  a  317 

Andrew  Anderson,  release  refused  a  350 

Thomas  Alexander,  release  refused  a  3S8 

Timothy  Kane,  release  granted  a  444 

.lohn  Hastings,  release  refused  a  472 

Thomas  F.  Uallahan,  conditional  release  on  probation  a  501 

Eliza  McGinnis,  release  granted  a  519 

Warren  A.  Pollard,  release  refused  a  416 

David  F.  Keating,  release  granted  a  591 

Maria  Duereaux,  release  granted  a  614 

James  H.  Mansfield,  release  granted  a  649 
Neglected  children  a  586,  c  601,  a  087,  c  693,  a  700 
Transfer  of  powers  to  overseers  of  poor  c  671,  a  616 
Semi-annual    reports    of   visiting    committee — see    County   of 

Suffolk 


Jackson,  James — 

Rear  347  Beacon  St.,  stable,  remonstrance  a  613 
Jackson,  Thomas  A. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Jackson  avenue — 

Steps :  pay  for  building  a  688 
Jacobs,  David  H.  &  Son — 

Jackson  av,,  Lime  alley,  passage-way  leading  to  Commercial  St., 
$427.18  for  building  steps,  order  passed  a  688 
Jacobs,  Neil,  heirs  of— 

North  sq. ,  sewer,  abatement  a  47 
Jacobs,  William,  heirs  of — 

Adams  St.,  relocation,  $66.40  damages  a  97 
Jakober,  Annie — 

1502  Washington  St.,  tree-box,  petition  a  174 
Jamaica  Plain  Gas  Light  Co. — 

Contract  authorized  a  352 
Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co. — 

Supply  by  city,  order  of  inquiry,  c  490,  a  499:  report  c  426, 
a  533 

Purchase  of  franchise,  petition  c  565,  a  568 
Jamaica  street — ■ 

Sewer  :  abatement  a  98 
James,  George — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  West  Roxbury  scales  a  189 
James,  George,  et  al. — 

Seaverns  av.,  sidewalk,  remonstrance  a  456;    leave  to  withdraw 
467 
Jarves,  BeDjamin,  et  al. — 

Fourth  st.,  paving,  petition  a  43 
Jeffries,  Samuel  T.  jr.  et  al. — 

Dorchester  av.,  from  Field's  corner  to  dividing  line  between 
wards  24  and  15,  sprinkling,  petition  a  213 
Jeffries  point  ( ward  2) — 

Stable  :  petition  a  442 ;  permit  446 
Jeffries  street — 

Stable  :  petition  a  456  ;  permit  467 
Jelly,  Edward- 
Personal  injuries,  petition  c  32,  a  43 
Jenkins  street  (S.B.) — 

Edgestones  ;  petition  a  425 
Jenks,  Thomas  L. — 

Nominated  and  elected  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  29,  c  31 
55, 147,  a  156 
Jenks,  Thomas  L.  et  al.— 

Spring  St.,  paving,  petition  a  468 
Jenness,  R.  H. — 

26  Mather  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  425;  order  passed  447 
Jenney,  B.  &  Co.  et  al. — 

First  St.,  from  B  to  E  sts.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  213 
Jenney,  Stephen  &  Co. — 

2   Central  wharf,  petroleum  and  coal  oils,  renewal  of  license 
a  197 

Second  St.,  same  a  197 
Jess  street — 

Grading,  gravelling,  edgestones,  gutters,  order  passed  a  430 
Jessop,  James — 

Bowdoin  St.  near  Colony  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  124 
Jewett,  Nathaniel  M.  et  al.— 

Certain  streets  in  East  Boston,  substitution  of  gas  lamps  for 
oil  lamps,  petition  a  465 
Joaquin  &  Cie — 

32  Temple  place,  canvas  sign,  petition  a  468;  report  referred 
a  630 
Johnson,  Charles  P.— 

Appointed  constable  a  591 
Johnson,  C.  S.  et  al. — 

Parker  st  (Charlestown),  sewer  remonstrance  a  327 
Johnson,  Daniel,  et  al. — 

Park  and  Adams  sts.    (Charlestown),  petition  against  tracks 

Johnson,  II.  H.  et  al. — 

Linden  st.  between  Adams  and  Commercial  sts.  (ward  24)  sewer, 

petition  a  124;  report  and  order  of  notice  144;  hearing  155; 

order  passed  350 
Linden  St.,  macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  a  383 


Johnson,  John  M. — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  South  Boston  scales  a  189 
Johnson,  J.  W.  et  al. — 

Brattle  sq.  paving,  petition  a  349  ;  order  passed  a  367 
Johnson  J.  W.  &  Co. — 

Corner  Brattle  st.  and  Brattle  sq.,  street  lamp,  petition  a  400, 
425;  permit  467 
Jones,  Edward  J. — 

Appointed  police  commissioner  a  155  ;  confirmed  a  155,  c  161 
Jones,  F.  et  al. — 

Union  avenue,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 
Jones,  Joseph — 

S266.66  for  services  as  assistant  supt.    north  draw   Chelsea 
bridge  a  587,  c  601 
Jones,  Leander  E.  H. — 

Pleasant  st.  (ward  24) ,  stable,  petition  a  468  ;  permit  483 

Pleasant  st. ,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518 
Jones,  Leander  H. — 

Pleasant  st.  (ward  24),  between  Pond  and  Pearl  sts.,  sewer, 
petition  a  241,  hearing  276 
Jones,  L.  H.  et  al. — 

Pleasant  st.  (Dorchester),  edgestones,  gutters,  macadamizing, 
petition  a  241 
Jones,  Silas  E.  et  al. 

Corner  Eustis  and  Prescott  sts.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  124 
Jones,  William  K. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Jordan,  Eben  D.  et  al. — 

Increase  of  light  in  street  lamps,  petition  a  109 ;  report  665 
Jordan,  E.  D. — 

Street  rear  of  46  Beacon  St.,  stable,  petition  a  414 
Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co. — 

Between  Washington  st.,  Harrison  av.,  Essex  and  Beach  sts., 
stable,  petition  a  139  ;  leave  to  withdraw  402 

Crossing  opposite  55  Bedford  St.,  petition  a  189 

Avon  place,  steampipe,  petition  a  543  ;  permit  558 

St.  Elizabeth's  hospital  estate,  petition  in  favor  of  purchase 
a  551,  c  559 
Jordan,  Eben  D.,  and  Charles  Marsh — 

Bedford  st.,  widening,  85204  damages  a  429 
Joy,  George  M. — 

Centre  St.,  personal  injuries,  damages  to  horses  and  wagon,  pe- 
tition c  476,  a  480 
Joy,  John  D.  W.— 

Corner  Harrison  av.  and  Beach  St.,  excavating  cellar,  petition 
a  349;  permit  402 

Corner  Beach  st.  and  Harrison  av.,  terms  of  sale  of  land,  peti- 
tion a  414, c  418 ;  order  passed  a  472, c  475 
Joyce,  John — 

Personal  injuries  on  new  sewer  in  South  Boston,  petition  a  365, 
c  370  ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  690,  o  692 
Judiciary — 

Standing  committee  of  common  council  c  11 
Judkins,  Ella  F.— 

209  K  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  568 


K  street — 

Crosswalks  :  petition  a  230 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  No.  211,  petition  a  568 
No.  209,  petition  a  568 
Kaan,  G-.  et  al. — 

New  Seaver  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  109 
Kallea,  Michael  J. — 

77  Baxter  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  568 
Kallman,  Marcus — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Kane,  Daniel  F. — 

83  Baxter  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  543  ;  order  passed 
558 
Kane,  Timothy — 

Release  granted  a  444 
Kearns,  John — 

Liquor  license  forfeited,  leave  to  withdraw  a  64,  c  66 
Keating,  David  F. — 

Release  granted  a  591 
Keith,  David  B.— 

Appointed  constable  a  400,  481 ;  bond  approved  415 
Keith,  Edward  L. — 

Bellevue  St.,  removal  of  tree,  petition  a  241,  c  249 ;  report  and 
reference  a  280 
Keith,  F.  A.— 

193  Blue  Hill  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  297 ;  order  passed  317 
Keith,  James  M. — 

Appointed  member  of  board  of  health  a  125,  c  131, 147 
Keith,  R.  F.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  upper  leather  a  189 
Kelley,  Ann — 

202  H  St.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  458 
Kelley,  Ellen— 

17  Telegraph  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518 
Kelley,  Hannah — 

3S0  West  Second  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  465;  order  passed  500 
Kelly,  Henry — 

1141  Harrison  av.,  16  Taber  St.,  23  Palmer  St.,  sidewalks,  peti- 
tion a  586 
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Kelley,  John — 

Commercial   st.  corner  Foster  st.,    personal  injuries,  petition 
a  551,  c559 
Kelly,  John,  et  al. — 

Henchman  st.,  sewer,  petition  a  499 
Kelley,  John  F.— 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Kelley,  Maria  0.  F.— 

Franklin  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  109,  c  120 
Kelley,  Patrick — 

Claim  for  $20  paid  under  protest  a  109,  c  120 ;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  574, c  576 
Kelley,  Stephen  P.— 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Kelley,  Thomas  J. — 

Fourth  St.,  injuries  to  horse,  petition  a  456,  c  460 
Kelly,  D.  D.  et  al.— 

Sumner  st.,  Maverick  sq.,  etc.,  paving,  petition  a  26 
Liverpool  St.,  cars,  petition  a  414 
Kelly,  J.  H.— 

Post-office  sq.,  hoisting  lines,  petition  a  314 
Kelly,  Malachi— 

20  Ward  st.   (ward  23),  grade  damages,  petition  a  314,  327; 
leave  to  withdraw  691 
Kemp,  James  A. — 

Kemp  St.,  lighting,  petition  a  213 
Kemp,  Robert — 

North  sq.,  sewer,  assessment  a  47 
Kendall,  Charles  C.— 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Kendall,  George  F. — 

Lantern  in  front  of  Fountain  house,  petition  a  26  ;  permit  a  64 
Kendall,  John  Y. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 ;  displaced  591 
Kendall,  Mary  A.  F. — 

Preble  st.,  laying  out,  $90  damages  a  402 
Kendrick  street  (ward  25) — 

Wooden  addition  to  building,  rear  Lake  st. ,  petition  c  581 ,  a  5S6, 

a  591,  c  601 
Stable  :  petition  a  586 ;  permit  616 
Kendricken,  Paul  H.,  councilman  (ward  20) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Elected  :  finance  committee  7 

Director  for  public  institutions  (in  non-concurrence)  a  29, 
44,  c  55,  a  63,  c  67,  a  77,  c  86,  a  159,  175,  c  187,  201, 
a  211,  214,  c222,  223,  a  230 
Appointed:  committee   on   East  Boston  ferries   11;   police  11; 

public  buildings  11;  city  charter  49  ;  care  of  hydrants  207 
Remarks : 

Appropriation  bill  1S3 
Carson's  excavating  machine  200,  225 
Rewards  for  detection  and  conviction  of  incendiaries  437 
South-end  branch  library  624 
Location  of  steam  fire  engine  No.  12  693 
Kendricken,  Paul  H.  et  al.— 

Orchard  park,  new  fence,  petition  a  209,  c220;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  265, c  268 
Orchard  park,  sidewalks,  gutters,  petition  a  209 
Intersection  of  Dudley,  Cottage  and  West  Cottage  sts.,  cross- 
walk, petition  a  480 ;  report  500 
Kennard,  Charles  E. — 

Sumner  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  109,  c  120 
Kennard  avenue — 

Sewer :  abatements  a  212,  335,  547,  558 
Assessments  a  335,  547,  558 
Kenney,  John — 

Elected  weigher  and  inspector  of  lighters  a  197,  c  225 
Kenney.  Joseph — 

Death,  investigation  c  171,  a  175,  c  188,  202,  a  211,  c  312,  a  314 
Kenney,  Patrick- 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  213 
Kerrigan,  Bernard — ■ 

Personal  injuries,  petition  a  533,  c  536 ;  referred  a  574,  c  576 
Keyes,  Thomas — 

Reimbursement  for  building  bath-house,  petition  a  414,  c  418 
A  St.,  wooden  building,  petition  c  694,  a  700 
Keyes  street — 

Grading  etc.  a  43 
Poles  :  petition  a  591 ;    permit  631 
Kidder,  II.  P.— 

Gift  of  marble  group  for  new  Latin  school  building  a  568,  c  576, 
a  588,  c  601 
Kidder,  II.  P.  et  al.— 

Washington  st.  (Dorchester),  petition  against  track  a  93 
Kidder,  II.  P.  &  Co.— 

Use  of  stand-pipe  at  Milton,  petition  c  346 ;  report,  reference  to 
water  board  c  379,  a  383 
Kidney,  John  A.,  councilman  (ward  6) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected  :  committee  on  accounts  10;  chairman  15 
Appointed:  committee  on  assessors'  department  11 
Remarks : 

Assessors'  department  58,  67 
Second  assistant  assessors  154,  207 
Use  of  council  chamber  322 
Decoration  day  325 


Resignation  346 
Kiley,  M.  J.  et  al.— 

Washington  st.  (ward  24),  petition  for  leave  to  erect  pole  a  514; 
permit  521 
Killian,  John,  et  al. — 

Meridian  st.  (ward  22),  lamps,  petition  a  499 
Killion,  John  J, — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  1S9 
Kimball,  Moses — 

Park  sq.,  petition  that  circle  be  curbed  and  lamp-post  erected 
a  59 
King,  E.  F.  &  Co.  et  al.— 

India  St.,  paving,  petition  a  59 
King,  Franklin,  et  al. — 

Ware  st.  (ward  24) ,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  241 
King,  Franklin — 

Ware  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  297 ;  order  passed  317,  516 
King,  Franklin — 

Bellevue  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  543;  order  passed  558 
King,  George  A. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
King,  George  M. — 

Compensation  for  loss  of  horses  a  26,  c  31 
King  street — 

Edgestones,  gutters,  roadway:  from  Dorchester  av.  to  Adams 
St.,  order  passed  a  317 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  349 

Edgestones  :  southerly  side,  remonstrance  a  4S0 

Grading :  order  passed  a  516 

Trees  :  petition  a  518,  c  523 
Kiogsbury,  D.  P. — 

Codman  park,  abatement  of  edgestone  assessment,  petition  a 
174 ;  order  passed  a  217 
Kingston  street — 

Claims :  injury  a  93.  c  99 

Telegraph  poles  :  a  209,  217 
Kittredge,  F.  W.— 

169  Blue  Hill  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  349;  order  passed  367 
Knapp,  Frederic  P. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Knapp,  Russell  R. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Knapp  street — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  468  ;  order  passed  472 
Kueeland,  William — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Warren  bridge  a  388 
Kueeland  street — 

Running  empty  cars  a  174,  198 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  189,  c  200,  a  280,  c  283 

Grading :  between   Albany   and    South  sts.,   petition  a  258 ; 
remonstrance  a  349 

Tracks  :  Lincoln  to  Washington  St.,  and  between  Federal  and 
Lincoln  sts.,  petition  a  629 

To  Old  Colony  K.R.  station,  petition  a  6)9 
Knight,  Elbridge  G  — 

Elected  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  c  222,  a  230 
Knight  fc  BIcIntee— 

Corner  Columbus  and  New  Seaver  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  314; 
order  passed  367 
Knight,  M.  G.— 

30  Perrin  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  468;  order  passed  500 
Knowlton,  Mrs.  M.  E. — 

342  Beacon  st.  stable,  petition  a  613 ;  permit  649 
Koen,  Miles — 

Appointed  supt.  north  draw  Chelsea  bridge  a  471 
Krogman,  Samuel  B. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  120,  a  124,  c  130,  a  139,  c  147, 
a  156 

L  street  (S.B.)  — 

Petition  for  change  in  deed  of  land  c  120,  a  125  ;  report  and  or- 
der a  197, c  200 

Approval  of  dwelling  houses  c  307 
Laborers,  city — 

Increase  in  pay  c  21,  92, 106,  a  110,  c  398 

Contract  system  c  40  a  43 

Work  for  unemployed  c  41,  a  43 

Order  to  fix  pay  a  197,  211,  217,  304,  c  307,  348,  365,  408 

Pay  of  disabled  laborers  c  312,  a  315,  c  411,  476,  a  480 

Pay  of  teamsters  a  318 

Sheds  in  East  Boston  a  558 

Pay  for  thanksgiving  c  584,  a  586 

Christmas  pay  c  648,  a  649,  c  652 

Division  of  labor,  petition  a  586 
La  Grange  street — 

Lantern  :  No.  42,  petition  a  518  ;  permit  a  545 
Lagrange  street  (W.R.) — 

From  Washington  st.  to  Newton  line,  grading,  gravelling  a  26 
Lally,  Thomas — 

Compensation  for  loss  of  child,  petition  a  155,  cl60;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  264,  c  268 
Lamartine  street — 

Between  Centre  and  Boylstou  sts.,  macadamizing  a  59 

From  Centre  to  Boylston  St.,  grading  a  59 

Poles :  petition  a  314 ;  permit  389 

Lamps  :  petition  a  13 
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Stable  :  permit  a  159 
Lamprey,  John  S. — 

2  Wellington  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  543 :  order 
passed  558 
Lamps — 

Standing  committee  a  12 

George  H.  Allen  appointed  superintendent  a  59 

Annual  report  of  superintendent  a  14 

Superintendent  authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  etc.,  and  em- 
ploy men  a  47 

Committee  authorized  to  visit  other  cities  a  47 

Addition  to  repair  shop  a  47 

Wages  of  lamplighters  a  115,  211,  500 

Contract  for  gas  a  143 

Gas  for  Roxbury  a  216 

Gas  for  Charlestown  a  246 

Gas  for  East  Boston  545 

Gas  for  South  Boston  545 

Increase  of  light  in  street  lamps  a  109,  124,  665 

Four-foot  burners  on  street  lamps  a  59,  155,  665 

Certain  streets  in  East  Boston,  substitution  of  gas  for  oil  a  465 

Sundry  petitions  granted  a  665 

Alger  st.  a  468 

Avon  st.  (ward  23),  a  518 

Blue  Hill  av.  a  13,  365 

Bodwell  st.  (ward  20) ,  a  59 

Beach  St.,  U.S.  hotel  a  258,  281 

Bremen  St.  a  349 

Brattle  St.,  corner  Brattle  s<j.  a  400,  425,  467 

Baker  st.  (ward  23),  a  456 

Blossom  st.  a  4S5 

Blue  Hill  av. ,  junction  with  Norfolk  st.  a  499 

Bowdoin  so,,  (ward  24),  a  518 

Bessom  court  a  613 

Church  st.  (ward  25),  a  327 

Canterbury  St.,  from  Walk  Hill  St.  to  Blue  Hill  av.  a  349 

Capen  st.  a  365,  56S 

Columbia  st.  a  -365 

Centre  St.  (ward  23) ,  a  443,  456 

Childs  st.  a  468 

Colby  place  (ward  20).  a  480 

Dorchester,  increase  of  light  in  lamps  a  59,  665 

Dale  av.,  Roxbury  a  499 

Elm  St.,  Charlestown  a  13 

Est.,  a  13 

East  Second  st.  a  43 

Earl  st.  a  241 

East  Eagle  st.  a  241 

Evans  st.  a  365,568 

F,  corner  Gold  st.  a  518 

Gilbert  st.  (ward  23),  a  13 

Granite  av. ,  Dorchester  a  456 

Grove  st.  (ward  23),  a  456 

Gold,  corner  F  st.  a  518 

Gardner  st.  (ward  23) ,  a  574 

Harvard  av.  (ward  25),  a  124 

Hotel  Brunswick  a  468,  483 

Hamlet  st.  (ward  20),  a  543 

Howard  av.,  between  Sargent  and  Hartford  sts.  a  551 

Holden  court  a  586 

Kemp  st.  a  213 

Lamartine  st.  (ward  23),  a  13 

Lawrence  av.  (ward  24) ,  a  77 

Mt.  Ternon  st.  (ward  25),  a  327 

Mill  st.  (ward  4) ,  a  442 

Mather  st.  (ward  24),  a  443 

Melville  av.,  Dorchester  a  468 

Meridian  st.  (ward  22),  a  499 

Nelson  St.  a  365,  568 

Oak  St.,  corner  May  place  a  59 

Oakland  St.,  Brighton   petition  to  light  court  a  297,  365 

P  st.  a  43 

Park  sq.  a  59 

Pope  st.  a  349 

Perkins  st.,  Charlestown  a  465 

Prince  st.  (ward  23),  a  533 

Pevear  place  (ward  21),  a  586 

Rockwell  st.  a  425 

Rutherford  av.,  between  Nos.  61  and  63  a  456 

South  Cedar-street  place  a  124 

Staniford  St.,  passage-way  rear  of  Nos.  22-26  a  209 

Summer  st.,  Dorchester  a  349 

Summit  st.  (ward  23),  a  499 

Spring  lane  (ward  23),  a  533 

Terrace  St.,  No.  10  a  109,  144 

Tufts  st.  a  383 

Tremont  temple,  a  514,  519 

Tremont  St.,  No.  264  a  514 

Tremont  place  (ward  24) ,  a  533 

Washington  st.,  between  Albano  and  Beach  sts.  a  139 

Woodbine  St.,  No.  52  a  139 

"Walnut  av.,  near  Elmore  st.  a  327 

Woodman  st.  a  456 

Washington  St..  Nos.  730  and  738  a  465,  483 

Wilmont  st.  a  468 

Ward  st.,  between  Parker  st.  andBumstead  lane  a  46S 


Wyoming  St.,  Roxbury  a  518 
Willow  court  a  568 
Lamson,  Mary  E. — 

57  Hampden  St.,  removal  of  telegraph  post,  petition  a  629 
Lancaster  street — 

Macadamizing,  etc. :  petition  a  327 ;  order  passed  367 
Lands,  public — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Superintendent  nominated  a  63 :  ballots  a  63,  c  87,  a  93,  c  100, 

a  110, c  122,  a  125, e 136,  a  139 
Annual  report  of  superintendent  a  43;  final  report  a  544 
Church,  Suffolk,  and  Northampton  st.  districts  a  30,  c  31 
Lot  at  junction  of  Columbus  av.,  Eliot  and  Pleasant  sts.  a  85. 

95,  c  99 
Lot  at  corner  of  Harrison  av.  and  Beach  st.  a  85, 95,  c  99,  a  414, 

c  418, a  472, e  475 
Discontinuance  of  department  c  137,  a  139,  c  173, 1S7,  a  1S9 
Sale  of  lands  and  buildings  authorized  a  143,  c  146,  166,  a  175 
Lot  on  West  Camden  st.  a  366,  c  370.  398,  a  400 
Boston  Water  Power  Co.,  petition  for  removal  of  restrictions, 

etc.,  on  lnnd  a  241,  c  249  ;   leave  to  withdraw  a  499,  c  502  : 

notice  of  land  filled,  etc.  c  421,  a  426,  471.  c  475,  490,  a  514 
List  of  land  and  buildings  suitable  for  sale  c  532  a  533,  617 
Orange  court,  damage  to  estate  a  13,  c  16 
Brookline  av.,  confirmatory  deed  c  18,  a  26 
Lamb's  map  of  Boston,  first  division  of  lands  c  21,  a  26,  e  40, 

a  43 
Middlesex  St.,  new  bond  for  estate  a  59,  c  66,  a  97 
33  Porter  st.  and  33  Wheeler  St.,  land  and  buildings  forfeited 

and  bonds  cancelled  a  97,  98,  c  106 
L  st.  (S.B.),  petition  for  change  in  deed  of  land  c  120,  a  125; 

report  and  order  a  197 
East  Newton  St.,  cancelling  condition  upon  lands  a  155,  c  160, 

a  211 
Tremont  st.  and  Union  park,  modification  of  deeds  a  155,  c  160, 
a  211,  c  220 

Modification  of  conditions  of  sale  a  230 

Declaration  respecting  deeds  a  306 
East  Dedham  St.,  new  bond  and  agreement  a  155,  c  160,  a  211 
Third  St.,  approval  of  houses,  petition  a  258,  268 
78  Waltham  St.,  release  of  condition  on  estate,  petition  a  314 
Dedham  St.,  modification  of  deed,  petition  a  551.  c  559;  leave  to 

withdraw  a  614,  c  621 
Trustees    Massachusetts   Homoeopathic    hospital,  petition  for 

land  adjoining  estate  a  586,  c  601 
Temporary  wooden  building  on  land  surrendered  to  city,  peti- 
tion c  636,  a  663, c  670,  a  676 
Lane,  John — 

Warren  bridge,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  465,  c  475 
Lane,  John  I.,  councilman  (ward  13) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  harbor  11 
Remarks : 

First  assistant  assessors  121 
Lang  &  King — 

Longwood  av.  rear  of,  between  Nos.  93  and  97,  erection  of  wooden 

building,  petition  a  109,  c  120;  permit  a  126,  c  130 
Lang,  Mary — 

Winter  st.  near  Tremont  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  663, 

c670 
Langdon  street — 

Sidewalk :  No.  12,  petition  a  124 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  Nos.  22  and  24,  petition  a  124 

No.  26,  petition  a  130;  order  passed  a  24S 
Wooden  building :  movement  from  321  Dudley  St.,  permit  a  416 
Langford,  George  A. — 

Charles  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  109,  c  120;  leave  to 

withdraw  a  246,  c  249 
Langmaid,  Chase — 

Metropolitan  av.,  laying  out  in  1872,  land  damages,  petition 

a  349 
Laudin,  Mary — 

Bailey  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  276 ;  permit  317 
Laurel  street — 

Ilitching-post :  petition  a  209 
Laurel  street  (Roxbury)— 

Sidewalks :  No.  9,  petition  a  456;  order  passed  467 

No.  7,  petition  a  456;  order  passed  467 

No.  13,  petition  a  480;  order  passed  500 
Lauten,  Albert  F.,  councilman  (ward  14) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  printing  11,  streets  11,  treatment  of 

poor  11,  paving  11 
Elected  :  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  a  44,  c  55 
Remarks : 

Street  crossings  20 

Contested  seat  iu  ward  16  36 

Contract  system  40 

Fire  on  Federal  and  Devonshire  sts.  40 

Decoration  day  55 

Assessors'  department  70 

Commonwealth  av.  73 

Extension  of  Broadway  S6, 10S,  167,  373,  382 

Badges  152 

Appropriation  bill  183 

Discontinuance  of  public  land  department  1S7 
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Carson's  excavating  machine  200 
Fourth  of  July  celebration  223 
City  forester's  greenhouse  282 
Free  concerts  234 
Charlestown  almshouse  286 
Stony  brook  287,  322 
Committee  on  parks  295 
New  court-house  310 
South-end  branch  library  323 
Decoration  clay  324 
Barrel  wagons  337 

New  main  from  Chestnut-hill  reservoir  372 
Law  department  394 
Pay  of  laborers  409 

Rewards  for  detection  and  conviction  of  incendiaries  438 
250th  anniversary  462,  475,  477 
Repairs  on  the  council  chamber  477 
Back-bay  improvements  503 
Public  parks  525 
Purchase  of  land  on  Clay  st.  532 
Treasury  department  542 
Increase  of  police  force  560 
Inspection  of  vinegar  578 
Waste  of  water  603 
Enlargement  of  City  hospital  606 
Death  of  councilman  Perkins  631 
Revised  ordinances  655 
Law  department — 
City  solicitor : 

John  P.  Healy  nominated  and  elected  a  64,  c  87 

Semi-annual  report  a  366 

Elevated  railroads :  instructed  to  appear  at  hearing  a  591 

Opinions: 

On  report  of  names  for  first  assistant  assessors,  accept- 
ance unnecessary,  reconsideration,  nugatory  c  121 
On  election  of  second  assistant  assessor  for  ward  12  a  211 
On  the  Burrill  claim  a  245 
On  payment  from  incidental  fund  without  reference  to 

finance  committee  a  434 
On  taking  reservoir  lot  for  court-house  a  607 
On  distribution  of  soup  for  the  poor  c  621 
On  power  to  locate  departments  c  674 
On  power  of  city  government  to  locate  fire  apparatus  a  687 
Special  counsel  c  312,  a  314 

Changes  in  ordinance  a  335,  c  337,  3S0,  391,  a  400 
City  conveyancer  a  416,  c  419 
Lawler,  John — 

Childs  st.,  sewer,  abatement  a  335 
Lawrence,  Abbott,  et  al. — 

Walkbill  St.,  petition  a  43 
Lawrence,  Daniel  S. — 

Appointed  superintendent  Chelsea  bridge  a  126 
Lawrence,  Thomas  F. — 

Blue  Hill  av.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  43 
Lawrence  avenue  (ward  24)  — 
Lamps  a  77 
Grading  a  77 
Leach,  Charles  II. — 

Mt.  Vernon  st.  (Dorchester),  grade  damages,  petition  a  174 
Learnard,  Samuel  T. — 

Washington  St.,  near  Allston   st.  (ward  25),  stable,  petition 
a  568;  report  590 
Leases — 

Portion  of  wharf  corner  Albany  and  Swett  ets.  a  94,  c  99, 106 
Leather — ■ 

Measurers  appointed  a  109 
Upper  leather :  measurers  appointed  a  189, 209 
Leatherbee,  John  \Y.— 

3S0  Albany  st. ,  removal  of  telegraph  pole,  petition  a  568 
Leatherbee,  William  11.— 

Albany  st.  (ward  16),  stable,  petition  a  425 ;  permit  446 
Leatherbee,  William  H. — 

Columbia  St.,  relocation  between  Washington  st.  and  Blue-  hill 
av.,  J?40  damages  a  429 
Leatherbee,  William  H.  &  Son — 

Dedham  St.,  modification  of  deed,  petition  a  651,  c  559;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  614,  c  621 
Leavitt,  Thomas — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Leckey,  John — 

Western  av.,  injury  to  well,  petition  a  468  ;   leave  to  withdraw 
500 
Lee,  Rev.  Charles  F. — 

Chaplain  at  organization  of  city  government  1 
Lee,  Charles  J.  et  al. — 

Dudley  St.,  at  Howard  av.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  568 
Lee,  Luther  M.  et  al.— 

Adams  st.  (ward  24),  between  Field's  corner  and  Bowdoin  st., 
sprinkling,  petition  a  213 
Lee,  William  H. — 

Nominated  and  elected  clerk  of  committees  a  64,  c  87 
Lee  street  (ward  23) — 

Sewer :  petition  a  241 ;  remonstrance  a  258 ;  report  and  order  of 
notice  282 ;  hearing  297  ;  order  passed  317 
Legislative  matters — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12;   ordinance  transferring 


powers  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  463,  a  465,  c  548,  561, 
578,  a  586,  c  605.  624,  629 
Old  state  house  c  11,  16,  a  26 

Powers  of  school  committee  c  5,  a  13,  c  19,  20,  31,  a  43,  44 
Protection  of  cemeteries  c  20,  a  26,  c  57,  a  59 
New  court-house — see  County  of  Suffolk 
City  hospital  c  41,  a  43.  c  50.  71,  87, 100,  a  110 
Arnold  arboretum — see  Public  parks 
Chelsea  bridge — see  Bridges 
Prevention  of  waste  of  water — see  Water 
Pensioning  firemen — see  Fire  department 
Delegating  power  to  appoint  assistant  assessors— see  Assessors 
New  site  for  public  library — see  Libraries 
Bridge  to  Charlestown— see  Bridges 

Charles-river  embankment  c  73,  a  77,  96,  c  99,106,326, 329,464 
City   officers  opposing  legislation  c  92,  a  93,  c  154,  206,  a  211, 

464 
Reports  of  pending  petitions,  etc.  c  92,  a  93,  c  106,122,  137, 153, 

188,  228 
Fire  marshal — see  Fire  department 
Record  of   assessments  for  public  improvements  c  296,  a  297, 

c  312,  a  314,  c  319,  363,  a  365 
Steam-engines  and  boilers  c  532,  a  533 
City  seal  a  534,  c  536 
Telegraph   and  telephone  wires  and  fixtures  c  537,  a  543,  555, 

c  559 
Annexation  of  Souantum  to  Boston  a  518,  c  523 
Constitutional  amendment  abolishing  tax  qualification  of  voters 

a  544,  551 
Inspection  of  vinegar,  modification  of  act  c.  565,  578,  605,  a  613 
General  meetings  of  voters  c  565,  576,  a  586,  691 
Proposed  abolition  of  voting  precincts — see  Elections 
New  ferry  lauding  a  5S9,  591,  c  601 
High-service  water  system  a  589,  629,  c  635 
Framingham  water  supply  a  514,  c  623,  a  629,  e  635 
Change  in  building  laws  a  665,  c  670 
Mystic  pond  a  603,  c  670 

Expenditures  of  school  committee  c  674,  a  678,  c  694,  a  700 
Liabilities  of  steam  and  street  railroad  corporations  for  con- 
struction of  bridges  a  691,  c  692 
Lehigh  street — 

Telegraph  poles  :  a  534,  535 
Iron  pipe  :  petition  a  607 ;  permit,  650 
Lennon,  Bernard — 

Orange  court,  damage  to  estate,  petition  a  13  c  16;   leave   to 
withdraw  a  97  c  106 
Lennon  &  Co. — 

290,  292  Washington  st.,  metal  furnaces,  petition  .1 174;  permit 
a  211 
Lennon,  Ellen,  et  al. — 

Ellery  St.,  between  Swett  and  Boston  sts.,  sewer,  petition  a  443 
Lennon,  Malachi — 

Blue  Hill  av.,  relocation,  $70.50  damages  a  500 
Leonard,  Cora — 

Commercial  St.,  widening,  S800  damages  a  620 
Leonard,  S.  S.  et  al.  of  ward  25 — 

Western  av.,  construction,  macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  c 32  a 43 
Leuth,  George- 
Culvert  place,  stable,  petition  a  365;  permit,  388;  remonstrance, 
414 ;  conditional  permit  429 
Leverett  street  — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  189,  c  200,  a  258,  c  268,  a  352,  c  354, 

a  383,  c  390, a  586, c  601 
Sidewalks :  petition  a  174 ;  report  and  order  a  198 
Lewis,  Paulina  N. — 

Preble  st.,  laying  out  between  Dorchester  av.  and  Rogers  St., 
$200  damages  a  388 
Lewis,  Sarah  R. — 

Deceased,  order  to  pay  salary  due  a  48,  c  49,  71 
Lewis,  W.  A.  et  al.— 

Boston  st.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  155 
Lewis,  Woodbury  L. — 

Appointed  fence-viewer  a  214,  c  222 
Inquiry  into  acts  of,  petition  a  327 
Lewis  Wharf  Corporation — 

Sewage  deposits,  dredging,  petition  a  258 
Lewis  park — 

Flagstaff:  report  a  276,  c  283 
Lexington  avenue  (ward  25) — 

Stable :  near  Washington  St.,  petition  a  613  ;  permit  630 
Petition  a  663 
Lexington  street — 

Sidewalk :  abatement  a  109, 145 
Libraries — 

Public  Library : 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  13 
Topics  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 
Lamb's  map  of  Boston — see  Printing 
Trustees  nominated  and  elected  a  29,  c  31, 55,  a  189,  c  201 
South-End  branch  c  31,  a  43,  c  239, 250, 272,  a  277,  c  323, 341, 
a' 349,  c  354,  a  445,  c  455.  a  687, 691,  c  601  622, 638,  a649 
New  site  a  63,  c  66,  a  276,  c  283,  a  402,  414,  431,  c  436 
Annual  report  a  427 
Social  Law  Library : 

Annual  appropriation  for  1879,  petition  a  26 ;  order  passed 
a  47  ;  for  1880,  petition  a  668 ;  order  passed  a  587 
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Licenses — 

Standing  committee  a  12 

Hack  and  wagon  a  46,  94 

Newsboys  a  46,  64,  84,  94,  112,  126,  143,  159,  176,  197,  216, 
246,  282,  299,  315,  352,  367,  387,  466,  471,  484,  500,  515,519, 
534,  545,  557 

License  of  Michael  Sullivan  revoked  a  519 

Petroleum — see  Petroleum 

Coaches — see  OmDibuses,  etc. 

Bootblacks  a  84, 143, 176, 197,  216,  282,  299,  352,  387,  466,  471, 
484,  500,  515,  545 

Inquirer  Publishing  Co.,  permit  to  hire  licensed  minors  a  176 
Lightbody,  Sarah  B.— 

Sumner  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  421,  a  426 
Lighters- 
Quarterly  reports  a  28,  210,  401 

Amendment  of  ordinance — see  Sewers,  sub-head  of  Improved 
sewerage 

Weighers  and  inspectors  nominated  and  elected  a  197,  c  201, 
225 
Lime — 

Inspector  appointed  a  214,  c  222 
Lime  alley — 

Steps  :  pay  for  building  a  688 
Lincoln,  Frederic  W. — 

Appointed  commissioner  on  West  Boston  and  Craigie's  bridges 
a  125 

Elected  commissioner  of  Prison-Point'bridge  a  127,  c  136 
Lincoln,  Noah — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  614 
Lincoln,  William — 

Appoiuted  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Lincoln  street — 

Widening,  damages,  a  144,  265 

South  Boston  Railroad  Co.,  transfer  of  cars  from  Chauncy  st. 
a  159, 179,  198 

Paving,  petitiou  a  189  ;  order  passed  430 

Tunnel :  petition  a  365  ;  permit  389,  416 

Telegraph  poles :  a  514,  535,  551 
No.  28,  removal,  petition  a  568 
Near  Summer  St.,  order  passed  a  589 

Curbstones :  No.  48,  petition  a  613 

Tracks  :  between  Kneeland  and  Beach  6ts.,  petition  a  629 

Middlesex  R.R.  Co.,  additional  cars,  petition  a  649 

Claims  :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  663,  c  670 
Lincoln  street  (Charlestown) — 

Sidewalks  and  crosswalk  :  petition  a  209 
Lincoln  street  (ward  24)  — 

Sewer :  petitions  a  174,  230 ;  hearing  276 ;  order  passed  a  282 

Stable  :  permit  a  446 
Lincoln  street  (Brighton)  — 

Edgestones  :  petitiou  a  297 
Lindall,  Horace — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a_209 
Linden  street  (ward  24) — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  124  ;  report  and  order  of  notice  144 ;  hearing 
155  ;  order  passed  850 

Macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  a  383 

Stable  :  petition  a  425 
Linden  street  (Brighton) — ■ 

Sewer :  abatement  a  472 
Linscott,  John,  et  al. — 

Currier  &  Landers,  passenger  wagon,  petition  in  favor  a  400 
Litchfield,  .lairus  L. — 

Appointed  weigher  and  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Litchfield's  wharf — 

Passenger  wagons,  etc. — see  Omnibuses 
Little,  C.  L.-et  al.— 

Summit  st.  (ward  23),  lamps,  petition  a  499 
Little,  Samuel,  et  al. — 

Warren  st.   (Roxbury),  between  Dudley  St.   and   Grove  Hall, 
sprinkling,  petition  a  209 
Livermore,  George  B.  et  al. — 

Winship  st.  (ward  25) ,  crosswalks,  petition  a  59,  report  483 
Livermore,  Samuel  B. — ■ 

Appointed  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  125 
Liverpool  street — 

Abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment,  petition  a  26 

Trees :  No.  25,  petition  a  241 ,  c  249 

Tracks  :  petitions  to  require  running  of  cars  a  414,  425,  500 

Removals,  petition  a  456 
Loans — 

$280000  for  new  main  from  Chestnut-Hill  reservoir— see 
Water 

$320000  for  Broadway  extension— see  Broadway 

$1500000  temporary  loan,  c  462,  a  465,  470,  c  475 
Locke,  Isaac — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  cellar  No.  18,  a  447  ;  transfer 
of  stalls  97  and  99,  a  690 
Lockwood  Manufacturing  Co. — 

73-79  Sumner  st.  (ward  2),  wooden  building,  petition   a  629, 
c  635,  694,  a  700 
Loftstrom,  Magnus — 

207  Centre  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  383  ;  order  passed  404 
Lombard,  Adelia — 

Kennard  av.,  sewer,  $4  abatement  a  212 


Long,  Ellen — 

Dartmouth   st.,   abatement  of   sidewalk  assessment,    petition 
a  124  ;  permit  a  145 
Long,  "William  B. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Longley,  Henry  W. — 

Appointed  fire  commissioner  a  209,  c  222 
Longwood  avenue — 

Crosswalk  :  at  Bellevue  St.,  petition  a  209,  report  a  217 
Wooden  building :  between  Nos.  93  and   97,  erection,   petition 

a  109,  c  120 ;  permit  a  126,  c  ISO 
Opposite  Worthington  St.,  enlargement,  petition  c  475,  a  480  ; 

permit  c  526,  a  533 
Plank  walk  :  southerly  side,  petition  a  545 
Loring,  Abraham  M. — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  214,  c  222 
Loring,  Francis — 

Auburn  St.,  laying  out  and  extension  of,  S352  damages,  order 
to  pay  a  197 
Loring,  Francis,  et  al. — 

Park  st.  (ward  24),  sewer,  petition  a  109 
Loring,  Horace — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Lothrop,  Harriet  J. — 

Chandler  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  276,  c  283 
Loud,  J.  C.  &  E.  A.  et  al.— 

Commercial  St.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  383 
Lovell  Brothers — 

New  Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  cellar  No.  5,  report  in 
favor  a  471 
Lovell,  Clarence  P.,  councilman  (ward  1)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  public  institutions  11 

Water  11 
Remarks : 

Salaries  of  city  officers  149 
Gates  at  the  ferries  153 
Appropriation  bill  184 
Death  of  Joseph  Kenney  204 
Bridge  to  Charlestown  205 
Excavating  machinery  224 
Free  concerts  233 
Charlestown  almshouse  285 
Use  of  council  chamber  322 
Barrel  wagons  340,  356.  390 
Fourth  of  July  music  347 
New  main  from  Chestnut-Hill  reservoir  372 
Fire  alarms  419 

Discharging  of  vessels  in  the  stream  475 
Salary  of  superintendent  Chelsea  bridge  548,  625,  670 
Death  of  councilman  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  jr.  668 
Low,  William  A. — 

Harvard  av.  (ward  5) ,  petition  that  grade  be  established  a  433 
Lowell  street — 

Claims :  personal  injuries  a  327,  c  337 
Lowland  street — 

Macadamizing,  edgestones  a  97 
Lucas,  Isaac  S. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Lucas,  James  H.  et  al. — 

121-123  West  Sixth  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  189; 
order  passed  a  212 
Luther  place — 

Estate  of  Francis  Raynes  a  28 
Lyman,  M.  W.  et  al. — 

Ninth  st ,  gravelling,  etc.,  petition  a  109 
Lynch,  Catherine — 

251  East  Eighth  st.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  425  ;  order  passed  447 
Lynch,  John  E. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Lynch,  Martin — 

Hyde  Park  av.  and  Mt.  Hope  St.,  plank  walk,  petition  a  43 
Lynch,  Nicholas  G. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Lynch,  William,  heirs  of — 

8  Ward  St.,  S500  damages  a  416 
Lynde,  Charles,  et  al. — 

Lincoln  st.  (Charlestown),  sidewalks,  crosswalk,  petition  a  209 
Lynde  street  (ward  7)  — 

Stable  :  Nos.  20  and  22,  petition  a  543 ;  report  590 
Lyons,  Edward  H.  et  al. — 

Perkins  st.  (ward  23)  between  Pond  av.  and  Prince  St.,  side- 
walks, petition  a  514 


M  street — 

Sewers :  abatements  a  77, 144 

Edgestones,  gutters,  etc. :  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  sts.,  peti- 
tion a  93;  order  passed  317 
Macdouald,  Edward  A.  et  al. — 

Metropolitan  av.,  gravelling,  etc.,  petition  a  43 
Macdonald,  Francis  X. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Madison  square — 

Order  to  put  in  condition  for  accommodation  of  public  referred 
a  211;  report  a  265, c  268 
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Madison  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 
Magenot,  John,  et  al. — 

Reading  st.  (ward  20),  petition  to  put  in  order  a  443 ;  leaTe  to 
withdraw  471 
Maguire,  Patrick,  et  al. — 

Use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  report  in  favor  a  471 
Maguire,  P.  James,  councilman  (ward  19) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed  :  committee  on  assessors  department  11 

Public  parks  11 
Remarks : 

Street  crossings  20 
Contract  system  40 
Assessors'  department  68 
New  court-house  107 
Salaries  of  city  officers  150 
Badges  152 

Second  assistant  assessors  154 
Appropriation  bill  183 
Carson's  excavating  machine  200 
City  forester's  greenhouse  220,  232 
Tree  concerts  234 
Transfer  of  iron  fences  560 
Mahan  avenue  (ward  19)  — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  to,  petition  a  25S 
Mahoney,  Mary — 

Kneeland  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  189,  c  200;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  280,  c  283 
Mahoney,  Patrick — 

Middlesex  st.,  taxes  remitted,  estate  forfeited  a  112,  e  120,  a  159, 
cl60 
Main  street — 

Tracks  :  Middlesex  Railroad  Co.,  petition  a  43 
Lettered  lantern  iu  front  of  Thorndike  Hall,  petition  a  124;  per- 
mit a  144 
Paving  :  from  Lowell  railroad  crossing  to  Cambridge  St.,  order 

passed  a  430 
Trees  :  Nos.  631  and  633,  removal,  petition  a  543;  permit  558 
Malone,  James — 

150  D  st.,  engine  and  boiler,  petition,  order  notice  a  649 ;  hear- 
ing 676;  permit  688 
Maloney,  I).  J. — 

Appointed  assistant    superintendent  of  Mt.    Washington    av. 
bridge  a  3S8 
Maloney,  Margaret — 

Rutherford  av.,  injuries,  petition  a  276,  c2S3;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  3SS, c  390 
Maloney,  Mary — 

Rutherford  av.,  injuries,  petition  c  295 
Mann,  Alexander — 

26  Williams  St.,  stable,  petition  a  109 ;  permit  a  128 
26  Williams  st.,  extension  of  wooden  building,  petition  a  297, 
c  307  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
Manning,  Timothy  V . — 

Appointed  undertaker  a  456 
Manning,  William,  et  al. — 

Albany  st.  between  Eustis  and  Hampden  sts.,  sprinkling,  peti- 
tion a  241 
Mansfield,  James  H. — 

Release  granted  a  649 
Manwarring,  Timo.  W. — 

Swett  st.  (ward  20),  lime  kiln,  petition  a  97  ;  permit  a  128, 139 
Maple  street  (ward  21)  — 

Stable :  petition  a  258  ;  permit  a  281 
Marble,  Charles  H.— 

Elected  superintendent  Warren  bridge  c  148,  a  156 
Marble,  soapstone,  and  freestone — 

Surveyors  appointed  a  125 
Marcella  street — 

Sidewalks :  at  139,  petition  a  349  ;  order  passed,  367 
Marden ,  Albert  M. — 

Appointed  undertaker  a  109 
Marginal  street — 

Extension  of  wooden  building,  Boston,  Revere  Beach  aDd  Lynn 

R.  Co.  c  1S8,  a  1S9,  c  238,  a  243 
Boston  Sugar  Refinery,  leave  to  lay  pipes  a  241 
\\  oo  let)  building:  near  Jeffries  St.,  enlargement,  petition  a  349 
c  354 ;  permit  c  379,  a  383 
Movement    from    Marginal   St.    (Grand  Junction)   to  301 

Marginal  St.,  petition  a  383;  permit  404 
Movement  from  119  to  124,  petition  a  465 
Movement  from  227  Webster  st,  petition  a  468 
Sidewalks:  13.  and  A.  li.  Co.,  petition  a 514;  permit  574 
Marie,  Antoinette- 
Auburn  St.,  abatement  of  sidewalk  aud  sewer  assessment,  peti- 
tion a  77 ;  orders  passed  98,  467 
A  uliiirn  St.  extension,  $100  damages  a  111 
Brighton  av.,  corner  Auburn  st.  (ward  8) ,  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment,  petition  a  174 
Marion,  0.  II.  et  al.  of  ward  26 — 

Health  department  wagons,  petition  c  32,  a43 
Marion,  II.  E. — 

Sparliawk  st.  (ward  25)  stable,  petition  a  258;  permit  a  281 
Market  street; — 

Crosswalk  :  petition  a  124 


Market  street  (ward  25) — 

Stable :  petition  a  442 ;  permit  446 

Corner  Brighton  av.,  petition  a  499  ;  permit  515 
Petition  a  543 ;  permit  558 
Wooden  buildings  :  rear  near  Winship  st.,  petition  a  465,  c  475  ; 
permit  c  526,  a  533 
Rear,  near  Western  av.,  petition  a  465,  c  475;  permit  a  471 
Rear  Winship  av.,  petition  c  601 
Markets — 

Standing  committee  a  12 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  supt.  appointed  a  59;  authorized  to  em- 
ploy deputy  a  97 
Transfers  of  stalls  :  No.  60  a  128 ;  No.  58  a  128 ;  No.  27  a  416 ; 
No.  24  a  416 ;  Nos.  127-129  a  458 ;  No.  3  a  458 ;  Nos.  61 
and  63  a  467  ;  No.  103  a  558 ;  No.  S7  a  630 ;  Nos.  97-99  a 
690 
Transfers  of  cellar :  No.  4  a  327,  367;  No.  8  a  416;  No.  18 
a  447 ;  No.  22  a  458;  No.  11*  a  467 ;  No.  5  a  471 ;  No.  20 
a  558 
Transfer  of  stands  :  No.  6  a  458 
Mercantile  Market,  enclosing  sheds,  petition  a  649,  c  652 
Marks,  W.  L.— 

Wooden  building,  rear  Cambridge  St.  a  13,  c  16,  a  47,  c  49 
Marlborough  street — 

Macadamizing  :  petition  a  13 
Telegraph  pole :  a  15 

Sidewalks :  No.  316,  petition  a  230 ;  order  passed  248 
No.  318,  petition  a  230;  order  passed  248 
Near  Hereford  st.,  petition  a  480 ;  order  passed  500 
No.  180,  petition  a  607 
Edgestones :  petition  a  413;  order  passed  447 
At  374,  petition  a  443 ;  order  passed  458 
Edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks:  corner  Hereford  St.,  petition 
a  209  ;  order  passed  a  248 
At  372,  petition  a  425  ;  order  passed  447 
Between  Hereford  st.  and  West  Chester  park,  order  passed 
a  430 
Marsh,  Lucius  K.  et  a!. — 

Huntington  av.,  from  Albany  bridge  to  West  Chester  park,  use 
as  trotting  ground,  petition  a  124 
Marston,  Frank  A. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  and  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  26 
Marston,  Moses  M. — 

Adams  st.  (ward  24),  edgestones,  assessment  a  666 
Martin,  General  Augustus  P. — 

250th  anniversary,  chief  marshal,  resolution  of  thanks  a  472, 
c475 
Martin,  John  B. — 

Nominated  and  elected  director  of  public  institutions  a  159,  175, 
c  187,  201 
Martin,  William  D. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Association — 

Steam  motor  in  anniversary  procession,  petition  a  443 

250th  anniversary  of  settlement  of  Boston,  resolution  of  thanks 

c  475, a  480 
Release  of  land  on  Chauncy  st.  a  650,  c  651 
Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  trustees  of— 

Land  adjoining  estate,  petition  a  686,  c  601 
Massachusetts  Humane  Society — 

Charles  river,  iron  ladders,  petition  a  230,  c  232;  report  a  2S1 
Massachusetts  Institute  for  Feeble-Mi  nded  Youth — 

Ninth  and  M  sts.,  sewer,  abatement,  petition  a  77;    permit 
a  144 
Matchett,  W.  F.  et  al.— 

Oakland  st.  (Brighton),  petition  that  court  be  lighted  a  297 
Mather  street — 

Edgestones  a  26,  212 

Grading  and  macadamizing  from  Dorchester  av.  to  Allston  St., 

also  edgestones  and  gutters,  order  passed  a  248 
Sidewalks :  No.  24,  petition  a  425 ;  order  passed  447 
No.  26,  petition  a  425 ;  order  passed  447 
No.  18,  petition  a  480 ;  order  passed  500 
No.  22,  petition  a  518 ;  order  passed  546 
Lamps  :  petition  a  443 
Maverick  Oil  Co.— 

Chelsea  st.  (E.B.),  license  to  manufacture  and  store  petroleum 
a  64,  158 
Maverick  square  — 
Paving  a  26 
Urinal  c  138,  147,  a  156,  c  160,  a  329,  402,  c  405,  a  425,  c  436, 

a  547,  c  548 
Improvement  of  enclosure  c  138,  a  139;   report  inexpedient 

a  265,  c  268 
Watering:  "  portion,"  petition  a 297,  c  307;  leave  to  withdraw 

a  38S, c  390 
Claims:  personal  injuries,  petition  a  443,  c  454;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  546, c  548 
Paving :  order  passed  a  458 
Maverick  street — 

Between  New  and  Meridian  sts.,  request  to  macadamize  c  138 
Stables:  petitions  a  189 ;  permit  a  212 
May ,  lienjamin — 

Burroughs  St.,  sewer,  assessment  a  98 
May,  Benjamin,  2d — 

Burroughs  St.,  sewer,  abatement  a  98 
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May,  F.  W.  G.— 

Dorchester  av.,  widening,  order  to  pay  a  197 
May  place — 

Corner  Oak  St.,  lamp  a  59 
Mayer.  Anna  M. — 

46  Vale  st.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  465  ;  order  passed  500 
Maynz,  Edward,  et  al. — 

Newbury  st.  from  Exeter  to  Fairfield  sts.,  edgestones,  petition 
a  297 
Mayor — 

Oaths  of  office  1 
Inaugural  address  c  12,  a  14 

Disposition  of  topics  in  address  c  12,  a  14,  c  39,  a  44 
Chairman  of  finance  committee  c  IS 
Chairman  of  committee  on  harbor  defences  a  44 
Chairman  of  committee  on  statues  of  John  Winthrop  and  Sam- 
uel Adams  a  15 
Courtesies  to  distinguished  strangers  a  15,  c  16 
Tote  and  voice  in  board  of  aldermen  e  052 
Jfessages — 

Cheap  postage — a  13 

Protection  from  fire,  plan  of  Edward  Atkinson  c  122 

Influence  of  public  parks  on  valuation — see  Public  parks 

Extension  of  D  St.  c  62 

Death  of  councilman  Joseph  Healy  c  218 

Use  of  mayor's  office  offered  to  board  of  aldermen   and 

accepted  a  230 
New  site  for  public  library  a  276 

250th  anniversary  of  settlement  of  Boston — see  Boston  cele- 
brations 
Steam  fire-whistle  in  Brighton  a  365 
Compensation  of  inspector  of  vinegar  a  241 
New  Orleans  presentation  flag  a  365,  c   370,  410,  a  415; 

thanks  a  431 
City  hospital,  non-paying  patients  a  413 
Drinking  fountains  c  373,  a  413 

Anniversarj'  of  formation  of  State  government  a  518 
Gift  of  marble  group  by  H.  P.  Kidder  a  568,  c  576 
Neglected  children  a  586,  c  601 
Death  of  councilman  George  T.  Perkins  c  632 
Death  of  councilman  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  jr.  c  667 
For  nominations— see  office  headings 
Maywood  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalk  a  174 
McAleer,  Ellen — 

264  Tremont  St.,  lamp,  petition  a  514 
McAvoy,  Dennis  S.  et  al. — 

C  st.,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  sts.,  sewer,  petition  a  425 
McCabe,  John  J. — 

Appointed  superintendent  Chelsea  bridge  a  126 
McCarthy,  John — 

P  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  274,  a  277;  leave  to  withdraw 
c  410, a  415 
McCarty,  John — 

Personal  injuries,  petition  c  475,  a  480 
McCarty,  Timothy— 

Tremont  St.,  sewer  assessment  a  98 
Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  139 
1558  Tremont  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  499 ;  order  passed  521 
McChesney,  William  T.— 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  214,  c  222 
McCleary,  S.  F.— 

Elected  city  clerk  4 
McConologue,  Daniel,  et  al. — 

Cooper  st.  (ward  7),  paving,  petition  a  425  ;  order  passed  447 
McCormick,  Patrick — 

Millett  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  480  ;  permit  500 
McCorry,  J.  Stuart — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
McCullough,  Elizabeth — 

Court  st.,  between  Bulfinch  and  Stoddard  sts.,  personal  injuries, 
petition  a  663,  c  670 
McCullough,  R.— 

Bainbridge  St.,  near  Dale  St.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  533; 
permit  547 
McDavitt,  Elizabeth — 

Commercial  St.,  S25000  land  damages  a  246 
Atlantic  av.,  land  damages,  petition  a  649 
McDermott,  John — 

87  Condor  St.,  stable,  petition  a  480;  leave  to  withdraw  688 
McDonald,  Isaac  W. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
McDonald,  John — 

Jamaica  St.,  sewer,  abatement  a  98 
McDonald,  Sarah  E. — 

Corner  Causeway  and  Leverett  sts.,  personal  injuries,  petition 
a  383, c  390 
McDonnell,  Patrick — 

Union  av.  ( W.R.),  land  damages,  petition  a  456  ;  leave  to  with- 
draw 515 
McEntyre,  Edward— 

Mt.  Vernon  st.  (ward  24),  damages,  petition  a  189,  c  200;  re- 
port, referred,  a  315,  c  319  ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  355,  c  354 
McFarland,  Thomas — 

Cabot  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  425;  order  passed 
447 


McGinness,  Michael — 

Beacham  st.,  near  Arlington  av.,  steam  engine,  petition  a  349  ; 
hearing  400  ;  permit  402 
McGinnis,  Eliza — 

Release  granted  a  519 
McGuire,  Edward — 

Payment  of  dues  authorized  a  467,  c  475 
Mcllugh  Terence — 

Wages  due  to  father,  petition  a  551 
Mcintosh,  John  S.  et  al. — 

Lagrange  street   (W.R.),  from  Washington  street  to  Newton 
line,  grading,  gravelling,  petition  a  26 
Mcintosh,  Levina — 

Blue  Hill  av.,  land  taken,  petition  a  174;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  197 
Mcintosh,  Levina  M. — 

West  Cottage  st.,  damages,  petition  for  hearing  a  230 ;  order 
passed  a  446 
Mcintosh,  William  H.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Mcintosh,  William  H.  et  al. — 

Deputy  collectors,  petition  for  increase  of  salary  a  26 
McKay,  D.  H.— 

Maywood  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  174;  order  passed 
a  198 

Dorchester  av.,  stable,  petition  a  513  ;  permit  547 

Dorchester  av.,   opp.   Victoria  St.,   removal  of  tree,   petition 
a  425 

Victoria  St.,  at  Dorchester  av.,  crossing,  petition  a  -465  ;  report 
471 

Blue  Hillav.,  corner  Hayward  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk, petition 
a  518  ;  order  passed  646 

Blue  Hill  av.,  between  Quincy   st.   and  Lawrence  av.,  sewer, 
petition  a  551 

49-51  Munroe  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  568 
McKay,  George  E. — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hail  market  a  59 
McKay,  Martha  A. — 

Dorchester  av.,  corner  Victoria  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  413; 
order  passed  447 
McKelvey,  Robert,  et  al. — 

Orchard  park  st.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  413 
McKenney,  Elizabeth — 

Everett  St.,  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment,  petition  a  109; 
permit  a  145 
McKillop,  Angus,  et  al.— 

47-4y  Everett  St.,  stable,  remonstrance  a  349 
McLaughlin,  Hugh — 

203  Endicott  St.,  projection   of  step,  petition  a  213;   leave  to 
withdraw  534 

Petition  that  paving  of  streets  be  let  out  by  contract  a  241 
McLaughlin,  Patrick — 

Commercial  St.,  widening,  ©7500  damages,  order  to  pay  a  111 
McLaughlin,  Philip  J.,  councilman  (ward  6)  — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  salaries  11,  paving  11 

Remarks : 

Salaries  of  city  officers  149 
McLaughlin,  William — 

River  st.,  widening,  damages,  petition  a  425;  order  to  pay  587 
McLean,  Charle3  R.  et  al. — 

Eutaw  st.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  349;  order  passed  447 
McMahon,  James — 

517  Eighth  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  586 
McMahon,  Philip- 
Loss  of  cow,  petition  a  551 
McMorrow,  John  F. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  663 
McMurtey,  Alexander — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  ward  25,  petition  a  155  ;  permit  a  179 
McNamara,  Jeremiah  J.,  councilman  (ward  19) — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  treatment  of  poor  11 
McNeeley,  Thomas — 

Western  av.  (Brighton)  widening,  land  damages,  petition  a  414 
McNeil,  John — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  189 
McNeil,  Neil — 

Commercial  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  139  ;  permit  a  176 
McNerlin,  Hugh — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Maiden  bridge  a  388 
McNiven,  Mary  Ann — 

190-194  Medford  St.  (Charlestown) ,  personal  injuries  petition 
c  671, a  676 
McPherson,  E.  M.  et  al. — 

Putnam  sq.,  watering,  petition  a  276 
McSweeney,  Margaret  E. — 

78  Baxter  st.   edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  480 ;  order  passed 
500 
Mead,  Harrison — 

561  East  Fifth  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  258 
Mead,  John  F. — 

Harwich  St.,  between  Dartmouth  and  Yarmouth  sts.,  permit  to 
close  a  467 
Means,  Robert  F. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  a  125 


XL 


INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OE    CITY    COUNCIL. 


Meaney,  Edward  F. — 

Wareham  and  Plympton    sts.,  damages,  petition  a  189,  c  200; 
report  referred  a  315,  c  319 
Mechanic  street — 

Edgestone,  sidewalk  a  93 

No.  15,  edgestones,  sidewalk  a  109 
Mechanic  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Stable :  petition  a  43  ;  permit  a  65  — 
Mechanics'  national  bank — 

Dorchester  av.,  removal  of  telegraph  post  a  30 
Medford,  town  of— 

Petition  to  legislature  for  regulation  of  deposits  in  Mystic  pond 
a  663,  c  670 
Medford  street  (Charlestown) — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries,  petition  c  671,  a  676 

Stable  :  leave  to  withdraw  701 
Meeting-House  hill — 

Coaches  from  Neponset  av.,  permit  a  176 

Naming  square — see  Eaton  square 
Meigs,  .1.  V.  and  J.  J.  McDavitt,  et  al. — 

Charter  for  elevated  railroad,  petition  a  543,  c  548;   notice  of 
hearing  referred  a  586 ;  report,  city  solicitor  instructed  to 
appear  a  591 
Melville  avenue — 

Stable :  petition  a  174 ;  permit  a  198 

Sevrer:  petition  a  414;  order  for  hearing  415;  hearing  426  ;  or- 
der passed  446 

Edgestones :  petition  a  425 ;  order  passed  447 
Petition  a  443  ;  order  passed  458 

Lamps  :  petition  a  468 
Mercantile  Savings  Institution,  receivers — 

Taxes  assumed,  Seventh  st.  c  347,  a  349;  assessments  c  398, 
a  400 
Mercantile  Library  Association — see  Libraries,  South-end  branch 
Mercantile  street — 

Extension:  from  Clinton  to  South  Market  st., damages  a  46,  94 

Grading  and  paving  extension  :  petition  a  241 
Meridian  street — 

Metropolitan  R.R.  Co.,  double  track  on  bridge,  petition  a  59; 
report  and  order  of  notice  a  447  ;  hearing  465 

Grading,  gravelling, from  Decatur  st.  to  Heath  pi.,  order  passed 
a  281 

Telephone  poles  :  permit  a  335 

Sidewalk  :  west  side,  petition  a  468 ;  order  passed  500 
Meridian  street  (ward  22) — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  499 
Merriam,  Benjamin — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Merrill,  Moody — 

Columbia  st.,  erection  of  wooden  building,  petition  a  59,  c  66  ; 
permit  a  94,  c  99,  106 

Self-propelling  car — see  Highland  railroad 

Blue  Hill  av.  and  Columbia  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  365 
Merrill,  Silas  W. — 

125,  127  and  129  Newbury  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  230  ;  order 
passed  a  248 
Merrill,  E.  O.  &  F.  H.— 

45-51  Charlestown  St.,  petroleum,  etc.,  license  a  335 
Merrimac  street — 

Claims:  personal  injuries,  near  Haymarket  sq.,  petition  a  297, 
c  307,  a  327,  c  337 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  388,  c  390 

Damages  :  to  wagon,  petition  a  297,  c  307 
Merritt,  Charles  H. — 

Kennard  av.,  sewer,  $4.87  abatement  a  212 
Messenger,  city — 

Alvah  H.  Peters  nominated  and  elected  a  64,  c  87 

Assistants  appointed  a  189,  c  200 
Methodist  ministers — 

Sunday  coucerts  at  South  Boston  and  elsewhere,  remonstrance 
a  383, c  390 
Metropolitan  avenue  (ward  23)  — 

Gravelling,  etc.  a  43 

Laying  out  in  1872,  land  damages,  petition  a  349 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Co. — 

66th  and  67th  locations  accepted  15 

Track  through  Milk,  Oliver,  Franklin  and  Broad  sts.  a  247 

68th  and  69th  locations  accepted  a  259 

70th  location  accepted  a  401,  429 

Tracks  on  S  tough  ton  and  Pleasant  sts.  and  Savin-hill  av.  a  404 

71st  location  accepted  a  415,  429 

Tracks  through  Bowdoin  St.  (Dorchester)  a  416 

72d  location  accepted  a  429 

Curved  track  corner  Washington  and  Northampton  sts.  a  516 

West-End  line,  additional  cars  a  189,458,  480,  616 

73d  location  accepted  a  518 

Double  track  on  Meridian-st.  bridge  a  521 

74th  location  accepted  a  534 

Washington  st.  (Dorchester),  double  track,  petition  a  13; 
remonstrances  a93,  213  ;  order  of  notice  a  159  ;  hearing  a  209; 
order  passed  a  247 

Washington  st.,  near  Euclid  St.  (ward  24),  erection  of  wooden 
building,  petition  a  124,  c  130;  permit  c  173,  a  175 

Washington  St.,  near  Norfolk  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition 
a  124 

West  Chester  park  and  Beacon  st.,  double  track,  petition  a  124 

Chauucy  St.,  near  Bedford  st. ,  deviation  of  track  granted  a  145 


Milk,  Oliver,  Franklin  and  Broad  sts.,  tracks,  petition  a  155; 

hearing  a  213 
Belt  lines:   petition  a  109  ;   order  of  notice  159;   hearing  209  ; 

order  passed  618 
Camden  st.,  sewer,  petition  a  213;  bearing  276 
Sumner  St.,   track   to  Maverick  sq.,  petition  a  276;   order  of 

notice  317 ;  hearing  349 ;  order  passed  389 
Dartmouth   st.,  from    Tremont  to    Marlborough  st.,   tracks, 

petition  a  276 
Huntington  av.  to  West  Chester  park,  tracks,  petition  a  276 
Lanterns  on   trees  in  West  Roxbury,  petition  a  327,  c  337; 

permit  a  388,  c  390 
Stoughton,  Pleasant  sts..  Savin  hill  av.  (Dorchester),  tracks, 

order  of  notice  a  317  ;  hearing  349  ;  permit  404 
Adams  St.,  through  Bowdoin  st.  to  Geneva  av.,  extension  of 

track,  report,  order  notice  a  350;  hearing  400;  permit  416 
Liverpool  st. ,  petitions  to  require  running  of  cars  a  414,  500 
Meridian-st.  bridge,  tracks,  petition  a  59;   report,  order  notice 

a  447  ;  hearing  465;  order  passed  521 
Northampton    and    Washington    sts.,   turnout,   order  notice 

a  458;  hearing  480;  permit  516 
Hancock  st.   (ward  24),  turnout,  petition  a  518;   order  notice 

534;  bearing  568  ;  order  passed  589 
Dudley  St.,  nearly  opposite  Brook  av.,  double  track,  petition 

a  5-13 ;    report  and  order  notice  558 ;  hearing  613 ;  order 

passed  631 
Centre  and   Quincy  sts.   (ward  24),  telephone  poles,  petition 

a  543 ;  permit  589 
Dudley  St.,  near  Brook  pi.  iwird  20),  stable,  petition  a  568; 

report  590 
Park  St.,  near  Dorchester  av.  (ward  24) ,  stable,  petition  a  568; 

report  590 
Allston  st.,  telephone  poles,  permit  589 
75th  location  accepted  a  691 
76th  location  accepted  a  629 
77th  location  accepted  a  649 
Michigan  avenue — 

Petition  for  completion  a  314 
Middlesex  Railroad  Co. — 

Park,  Common,  Adams  sts.,  tracks,  petition  a  43;  remonstrance 

a  93;  order  of  notice  a  198,  230 ;  hearing  a  241 
Charlestown  sq.  and  juuctiou  of  Main  and  Bunker  hill  sts., 

change  of  tracks,  petition  a  43;   order  notice  a  198,  230; 

hearing  a  241 
Chelsea  st.,  additional  track,  order  notice  a  198,  230;  hearing 

a  241 
Tracks  on  Chelsea  St.,  Park,' Adams  and  Common  sts.,  and  City 

sq.  a  243,  267 
22d  location  accepted  a  276 
23d  location  accepted  a  433 
Cambridge    and    Alford    sts.   (Charlestown),    tracks,   petition 

a  297  ;  report,  order  notice  367 ;  heaving  400 ;  permit  430 
Beacbam  st.,  south  of  West  St.,  temporary  closing,   permit 

a  367 
Additional  cars  to  Old  Colony  and  Albany  depots,  petition  a  425 
Haymarket  sq.,  cross  connection,  petition  a  456 
631  and  633  Main  St.  (Charlestown),  removal  of  trees,  petition 

a  543;  permit  558 
Beach  and  Kneeland  sts.  etc.,  tracks,  petition  a  649 
Additional  cars  through  Washington,  Summer,  Lincoln,  Beach, 

Milk,  Congress,  State,  Devonshire  sts.,  etc.,  petition  a  649 
Middlesex  street — 

New  bond  for  estate  a  59,  c  66,  a  97,  c  106 

Estate  of  Patrick  Mahouy,  taxes,  forfeiture  a  112,  o  120,  a  159, 

cl60 
Sidewalk:  corner  Hingham  st.,  petition  a  241 

Petition  a  443;  order  passed  458 
Midland  railroad — 

Notice  of  hearing  from  railroad  commissioners  a  13, 15 
Militia- 
Armories,  standing  committee  a  12 
Battery  A,  light  artillery,  fuel  446 

Repairing  armory  a  558 
Company  G,  ninth  regiment  M.V.M.,  repairing  armory  a  558 
Institute  of  Technology,  use  of  drill  hall  a  665 
Fifth   regiment,  petition  a  189 ;   $250  for  head-quarters  247  ; 

SS600  for  rent  247 
Company  D,  fifth  regiment  in.,  $800  for  rent,  $300  for  furnish- 
ing 247 
Milk- 
Topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 
Martin  Griffin  appointed  inspector  a  59;  annual  report  a  259, 
281,  299 

Report  on  inspection  of  milk  a  128,  c  130 
Milk  street — ■ 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.,  tracks  a  155,  213,  247 
Crossing:  from  Oliver  to  Kilby  sts.,  petition  a  297 
Middlesex  R.R.  Co.  additional  cars,  petition  a  649 
Mill  street  (ward  4) — 

Street  lamp  :  petition  a  442 
Mill  street  (Ward  24)— 

Watering  :  petition  a  209 

Stable :  near  Ashland  st.  petition  a  514 ;  permit  519 
Miller,  A.  H.— 

1480  Tremont  st.,  steam  engine  and  boiler,  petition  and  order 

of  notice  a  77  ;  hearing  a  110 ;  permit  a  127 
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Millett  street  (ward  24)  — 

Stable :  petition  a  480 ;  permit  500 
Millis,  Lansing — 

Anawan  av. ,  edgestones,  petition  a  400  ;  order  passed  416 
Milton,  William  H.— 

2356-2362  Washington  st.    (Roxbury),  edgestones,   sidewalks, 
report  and  order  a  179 
Milton  avenue  — 

Grading,  gravelling:   from  Norfolk  to  Fuller  St.,  order  passed 
a  403 
Minden  street — 

Laying  out :  damages  a  94 
Miner,  A.  A. — 

Water  in  streets  and  squares  for  drinking  purposes,  petition 
c  373,  a  383 
Minors- 
Board  of  aldermen  authorized  to  make  rules  or  grant  licenses 
a  15,  c  16  ;  rules  adopted  a  28 
Minot,  William,  and  William  Minot,  jr.,  trustees — 

Essex  St.,  widening,  $9955  damages  a  265 
Minot,  William,  trustee,  et  al.— 

Holbrook  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  499 
Minot  street  (ward  8) — 

Petition  that  name  be  not  changed  c  694,  a  700 
Minton,  Peter  J.  and  Bernard — 

Adams  St.,  relocation,  $34.16  damages  a  97 
Minton,  Thomas — 

Child  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  443;  permit  458 
Mitchell,  Catherine — 

Minden  St.,  laving  out,  $1500  damages  a  94 
Mitchell,  Henry  A.— 

Walton  st.  (ward  22) ,  stable,  petition  a  109  ;  permit  a  128 
Mitchell,  Luke — 

Geneva  av.,  extension  from   Columbia  st.   to  Warren  st.  via 
Marston  av.,  $600  damages  a  366 
Mitchell,  Thomas  D. — 

Basto  place,  near  Salem  St.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  414; 
permit  429 
Mitchell,  AV.  F.  et  al.— 

Court  leading  from   Oakland  st.  (Brighton),  lamps,  petition 
a  365 
Mitchell,  W.  S.— 

Beach  st.  near  Centre  st.   (ward  23),  stable,  petition   a  349; 
permit  367 
Monahan,  James — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Broadway  bridge  a  388 
Monahan,  Patrick — 

Commercial  St.,  widening,  $7000  damages  a  111 
Monroe  &  Arnold— 

45  Everett  St.  (ward  2),  wooden  building,  petition  c  346 
Montgomery  street — 

Vacant  lot  corner  Tremont  St.,    fence   c  172,  a  174;    order 
referred  n  256,  a  258 
Monument  square — 

Hitching-post:  petition  a  209 
Monument  square  (ward  23)  — 

Passenger  wagons:  through  Centre  st.  to  Allandale  springs, 
petition  a  327 ;  permit  352 
Moore,  Charles  H. — 

Nos.  736  and  738  Washington  St.,  lamp  and  post,  petition  a  465; 
report  483 
Moore,  John  F.  et  al. — 

Brighton  av.,  Malvern  and  Garden  sts.,  park  and  playground, 
petition  c  322 
Moran,  John  B.— 

Terrace  St.,  crosswalks,  petition  a  109;  permit  a  127 
Morehead,  J.  C.  et  al. — 

Removal  of  track  of  South  Boston  railroad  to  centre  of  Fourth 
st.  from  K  to  L  st.,  petition  a  241 
Moreland  street  (ward  21)  — 
Stable  :  petition  a  213 
Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  order  passed  a  300 
Morgan,  Henry — 

Telephone  poles    near  Morgan    chapel,  remonstrance    a  400; 
removal,  petition  414;  leave  to  withdraw  447 
Morgan,  Hugh,  et  al. — 

Canterbury  st.  from  Walk  Hill  st.  to  Blue  Hill  av.,  lamps, 
petition  a  349 
Morris,  John — 

Appointed  undertaker  a  543 
Morris,  T.  B. — 

Rutherford  av.  near  Lincoln  St.,  stable,  petition  a  586 ;  permit 
616 
Morrison,  George — 

Elected  superintendent  Meridian-st.  bridge  c  149,  a  156,  c  160 
Morrison,  James — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Meridian  st.  bridge  a  388 
Morrison,  John  W.,  councilman  (ward  17)— 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed  :  committee  on  fire  department  11 ;  public  instruction 

11,  excused  c  12  ;  funeral  of  councilman  Perkins  634 
Remarks : 

Payment  of  amount  retained  on  contract  99 
Proposal  of  John  Reardon  99 

Examination  of  manufacturing  establishments  373,  408 
Fire  alarm  419 


Public  parks  508,  540 
Death  of  councilman  Perkins  633 
Location  of  steam  fire  engine  No.  12  692 
Morrison,  Nahum  M.  et  al. — 

Gardner  st.  (ward  23),  petition  to  put  in  order  a  533,  574 
Morrison,  W7illiam  H. — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Federal-st.  bridge  a  388 
Morse,  A.  B.  and  H.  B.  Taylor— 

12  to  28  Pearl  pi.,  edgestones,  petition  a  258 
Morse,  Albert,  et  al. — 

Petition  to  allow  coasting  a  13 
Morse,  Edwin  T.— 

No.  95  Chelsea  st.  (Charlestown),  druggist's  mortar,  petition 
a  124 ;  permit  a  144 
Morse,  Henry- 
Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  214,  c  222 
Morse,  Leopold — 

South  St.,  $'25?O0  damages  a  300 

Essex  St.,  $2150  damages  a  300 

South  st.,  basement  of  store,  petition  a  499;  permit  515 
Morse,  L.  Foster — 

Harrison  av.  from  Warren  to  Eustis   St.,  sprinkling,  petition 
a  213 
Morse,  Randall  G.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Morse,  Sidney  B.,  estate  of— 

Stearns'    wharf,    Albany    St.,    erection    of  wooden    building, 
petition  a  93,  e  99 ;  permit  a  126,  c  130 
Morton,  Josephus,  et  al. — 

Bowdoin  av.  and  Eldon  st.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 ;  order 
passed  467 
Moseley,  Charles  H. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  59 
Moseley,  Edward  A. — 

Howland  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  $43.36  abatement  a  546 
Moseley,  L.  E.  and  A.  J.  Tuttle,  executors — 

Sprinkling  city  streets,  petition  a  174 
Motte  street — 

Paving :  petition  a  365 
Moulton  street — 

Crosswalk  to  Bunker  Hill  St.,  petition  a  124,  c  130 
Mt.  Bellevue— 

Improvement  of  summit  c  32,  a  43 
Mt.  Hope  street — 

Grading,  etc.  a  26 

Plank  walk  a  43 
Mt.  Hope  cemetery — see  Cemeteries 

Annual  report  a  329 
Mt.  Pleasant  avenue — 

Trees :  removals,  a  29, 209,  265 

Edgestones  and  sidewalks,  corner  Fairland  St.,  petition  a  241 

Wooden  building :  at  No.  11  petition  a  327,  c  337  ;  permit  a  350, 
c354 
Mt.  Pleasant  place  (ward  20) — 

Stable :  No.  5,  petition  a  365 ;  leave  to  withdraw  467 
Mt.  Vernon  street  (ward  23) — 

Edgestones,  a  189,  212 
Mt.  Vernon  street  (ward  25)  — 

Lamps :  petition  a  327 
Mt.  Vernon  street  (ward  15)  — 

Stable :  near  Dorchester  st.,  petition  a  568 ;  report  590 
Mt.  Vernon  street  (Dorchester) — 

Grade  damages,  petition  a  174 

Claims:    Edward  Mclntyre,   sewer  damages,  petition  a    189, 
c  200;   report  referred  a  315;    leave  to  withdraw  a  353, 
c354 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  456 ;  from  Dorchester  av.  to  Boston 
st.,  grading,    macadamizing,    edgestones,    gutters,    order 
passed  500 
Mulchinock,  Michael — 

Extension  of  Essex  st. ,  ©2350  damages  a  317 
Mulcarron,  Patrick — 

Deceased,  order  to  pay  sum  due  c  455,  a  457 
Muldoon,  Miles — 

15  Brighton  st.  (Charlestown),  sidewalk,  petition  a  443;  order 
passed  458 
Mullen,  Hannah — 

Lexington  av.  near  Washington  st.  (ward  25),  stable,  petition 
a  613  ;  permit  630 
Mullen,  Leonorah — 

Lexington  av.,  stable,  petition  a  663 
Mullen,  Thomas — 

Washington  St.,  relocation  at  Brighton  ;  $96  damages  a  84 
Mulready,  Christopher — 

Ferryboat  Lincoln,  damages,  petition  a  209,  c  220 
Munroe,  Abel  B. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Munroe,  Jotham  E. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Munroe  &  Arnold — 

47  Everett  st.  (ward  2) ,  stable,  petition  a  349  ;   remonstrance 
349 ;  permit  415 
Munroe  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalk :  No.  49-51,  petition  a  568 
Murphy,  Ann — 

120  Dove  st.,  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment,  petition  a  213 
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Murphy,  Catherine- 
North  Bennet  St.,  son  killed,  petition  a  485;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  515,  c  523  ;  petition  for  hearing  a  533,  c  536 ;  report  a  629, 
c635 
Murphy,  C.  B.  et  al.— 

Cabot  st.  near  Linden  park,  sprinkling,  petition  a  258 
Murphy,  John,  et  al. — 

Seventh  st.,  macadamizing,  petition  a  43 
Murphy,  Julia — 

Personal  injuries,  petition  a  43,  c  49 
Murphy,  Mary — 

97  West  Fifth  St.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  543 
Murphy,  Timothy  A.,  councilman  (ward  20)— 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  public  institutions  11 
Murray,  Catherine — 

Personal  injuries,  petition  c  32,  a  43 
Murray,  Elizabeth — 

201  Havre  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  574 
Murray,  J.  S. — 

Dorchester  av.  near  Victoria  St.,  removal  of  tree,  petition  a  551 ; 
report  587 
Murray,  P. — 

Second  and  K  sts.,  stable,  petition  a  514  ;  permit  534 
Murray,  Patrick — 

Western  av.  near  Walnut  St.,  Brighton,  telephone  pole,  petition 
a  230 ;  leave  to  withdraw  691 
Murray,  Patrick  E. — 

Coaches  from  Neponset  av.  to  Meeting  House  bill,  permit  a  176 ; 
transfer  to  Win.  F.  Abbott  519 
Mylod  &  Richardson,  et  al. — 

From  Alexander  av.  to  Taylor  av.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  189  ; 
order  passed  a  248 
Myrtle  street  (Dorchester) 

Alleged  trespass  by  agents  of  city,  petition  a  124 
Myrtle  street  (ward  23) — 

Sewer :  petition  a  124  ;  report  and  order  of  notice  a  144 ;  hear- 
ing a  155 ;  order  to  construct  a  212 


N  street — 

Near  Ninth  st.,  wooden  building  moved  to  a  59,  85 
Narragansett  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  443 
Nason,  Hiram  I.  councilman  (ward  3) — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  City  hospital  c  11';  overseers  of  the 
poor  11 
Nathan,  Fanny — 

Ward  St.,  sewer,  assessment  a  47 
National  Lancers — 

Faneuil  Hall,  use  of,  petition  a  297  ;  permit  336 
Natural  History  Society — 

Newbury  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  349  ;  order  passed  430 

Review  of  procession ,  damages  to  grounds,  petition  a  499,  c 502 
Nawn,  Owen,  et  al. — 

Lamartine  st.,  grading,  petition  a  59 
Nazro,  George  R.  et  al. — 

Grampian  way  (ward  24) ,  plank  walk,   petition  a  676 
Neal,  James,  et  al. — 

Tenean  st.,  Neponset,  plank  walk,  petition  a  607 
Nelson,  Angus — 

Elected  supt.  Dover-st.  bridge  c  148,  a  156 
Nelson,  David  C. — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Dover-st.  bridge,  a  388 
Nelson,  William. 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Dover-st.  bridge  a  388 
Nelson  street — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  365,  568 
Neponset  avenue — 

At  Pope's  hill,  petition  a  43 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 

Prom  Mill  st.  to  bridge,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 

Coaches  to  Meeting  House  hill,  permit  a  176;  transfer  519 

Near  Chickatawbut  St.,  edgestones,  report  and  order  a  179 

Front  of  Dyer  estate,  permit  to  occupy  sidewalk  a  198 

Sewers  :  between  Walnut  and  Taylor  sts.,  petition  a  276  ;  order 
of  notice  317  ;  hearing  327 

Telegraph  poles:  petition  a  383 

Between  Adams  st.  and  Neponset  bridge,  permit  a  589 
Nettleton,  Aaron  F. 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Nevins,  John  J. — 

407  East  Third  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  694,  a  700 
New  England  Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics  Institute — 

Extension  of  Huntington  av.,  petition  to  street  commissioners 
referred  a  444,  c  455 
New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  etal. — 

Avery  St.,  paving,  petition  a  59;  order  passed  404 

Post  office  square,  statue  of  Leif  Ericsson,  permit  a  179 
New  Lamartine  street— 

Sewer:  petition  a  568;  order  notice  617  ;  hearing  629 
New  Seaver  street — 

Edgestones:  petition  a  109 

Sidewalks  :  petitions  a  276,  314  ;  order  passed  317,  367 

Grading,  edgestones,  macadamizing,  order  passed  a  281 


Grading,  edgestones,  gutters,  macadamizing,  from  Columbia  st. 

to  Erie  av.,  order  passed  a  281 
Claims  :  personal  injuries,  leave  to  withdraw  a  500,  c  502 
New  Williams  street — 

Grading,  petition  a  43 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Co. — 

Washington  st.   Mount  Bowdoin,  temporary  closing  of  bridge  a 

471 
Commonwealth  flats,  Fort  Point  channel   (ward  13),  wooden 

building,  petition  c  475,  a  480;  permit  c  526,  a  533 
Northern-av.  bridge,  construction,  petition  a  499,  c  502 
Federal  St.,  lamp-posts,  petition  a  586;  order  passed  618 
Federal  st.,  telegraph  pole,  removal,  petition  a  607 ;  order  passed 
618 
Newbury  street — 

From  Dartmouth  to  Hereford  sts.,  macadamizing,  edgestones, 

etc.,  petition  a  59;  order  passed  416 
Extension  :  from  Hereford  st.  to  West  Chester  park  a  111,  c  120, 

139,  a  243,  265,  2S1 
Vacant  land,  sale  authorized  a  143 
Stable  :  petition  a  213 

Sidewalks  :  Nos.  125, 127, 129,  petition  a  230 ;  order  passed  a  248 
Natural  History  Society  and  Institute  of  Technology,  peti- 
tion a  349 ;  order  passed  430 
Trinity  Church,  petition  a  456;  order  passed  467 
Petition  a  499 
Edgestones:  from  Exeter  to  Fairfield  St.,  petition  a  297;   order 

passed  500 
Stable :  petition  a  327  ;  permit  350 
Telephone  poles  :  remonstrances,  hearing  postponed  a  400,  426 ; 

leave  to  withdraw  457 
Grading:  petitions  a  468,  480 

Between  Hereford  st.  and  West  Chester  park,  order  passed 
a  500 
Plank  walk  :  near  168,  petition  a  514 

Edgestones,  sidewalks:  corner  Gloucester  St.,  petition  a  633; 
order  passed  558 
Newell,  John — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Newell,  Lucius,  et  al. — 

Hudson  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  43;  permit  a  65 
Newell,  R.  W.  et  al.— 

Passage-way  rear  of  22-26  Staniford  St.,  petition  that  it  be  lighted 
a  209 
Newhall,  George  A. — 

Appointed:  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125;  superintendent 
of  West  Roxbury  scales  a  189 
Newman,  Andrew  W. — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  Roxbury  scales  a  189 
Newman  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  365;  order  passed  404 
Newton,  W.  W.— 

655  Washington  st.,  lanterns,  petition  a  425  ;  report  472 
Nichols,  Arthur  H.  et  al. — 

1  to  25  Blue  Hill  av.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  568 
Nichols,  A.  II.— 

167  West  Ninth  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  668 
Nichols,  Benjamin  R.,  heirs  of — 

South  St.,  widening,  $24600  damages  a  352 
Essex  st.,  extension  from  South  to  Federal  sts.,  $2327  damages 
a  353 
Nichols,  Mary  M.,  executrix — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  stall  87  a  630 
Nicholson,  Emily  E.— 

F  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  663,  c  670 
Nickerson,  J.  S.  et  al. 

South  Boston,  increase  of  light,  petition  a  109 ;  report  665 
Nicols,  Mrs.  Percy  P. — 

Stable,  petition  a  26 ;  permit  a  48 
Niles,  Eugene  M. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  27,  a  416 
Niles,  George  E.  trustee — 

Pay  for  loss  and  rent  for  property  taken  for  court-house,  petition 
a  93 
Niles,  Mary  II. — 

Green  st.  (Charlestown),  personal  injuries,  petition  a  209,  c  220; 
leave  to  withdraw  a  352,  c  354 
Ninth  street — 

Sewers  :  abatements  a  77,  144 
Macadamizing,  edgestones  a  97 
Gravelling  etc.,  betweeu  M  and  K  sts.  a  109 
Sidewalks  :  corner  II  St.,  order  passed  a  458 
Nixon,  Mary,  et  al. — 

Boston  street,  petition  a  43 
Noble,  William,  et  al. — 

Commonwealth   av.,  between    Chester   park   and   Hereford  St., 
plank  walk,  petition  a  518;  order  passed  574 
Nolan,  William — 

Appointed  superintendent  Western-av.  bridge  to  Cambridge, 
Cambridge-st.  bridge  and  North  Ilarvard-st.  bridge  a  126 
Nolen,  Mary  E. — 

Dorchester  av.,  widening,  $270  damages  a  197 
Nolen,  S.— 

41  Upton  st.,  removal  of  tree,  petition  a  327 
Noonan,  Daniel — 

Appointed  constable  a  97,  466 ;  bond  approved  a  111 
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Noonan,  John  F. — 

Broadway  extension,  S-500  damages  a  446 
Noonan,  Mary — 

Portland  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  174,  c  181 ;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  280,  c  283 
Nopper,  F.  X.  et  al.— 

Shawmut  av.,  front  German  Catholic  church,  crossing,  report 
a  521 
Norfolk  avenue — 

Watering,  "  portion  "  a  276 
Norfolk  street — 

Grading,  etc.  a  26 

Widening,  damages  a  144,  587 

Edgestones,  petition  a  46S;  order  passed  500 

Lamp :  corner  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  a  499 
Norris,  Jacob — 

Elected  superintendent  Federal-st.  bridge  c  148,  a  156 
North  avenue — 

Grading :  petition  a  209 

Edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks,  from  Dudley  st.  to  Brook  av., 
order  passed  a  281 

Sidewalk  :  remonstrance,  leave  to  withdraw  a  521 
North  street — 

Claims :  personal  injuries  c  73,  a  77 

Paving:  from  Fleet  to  Clark  St.,  petition  a  314  ;    order  passed 
367 
North  Beacon  street- 
Temporary  bridge  to  ice-house  a  127 

Wooden  building:  opposite  Lyman  av.,  petition  a  465,  c475; 
permit  c  526,  a  533 

Steam-engine:  Commercial  Manufacturing  Company,  petition 
a  480;  permit  534 

Stable:  petition  a  499 ;  permit  515 

Wooden  addition  to  building  near  Cambridge  St.,  petition  e  601 
North  Bennet  street — 

Claims :  personal  injuries  a  93,  c  99 
North  Harvard  street  (ward  25) — ■ 

Crossing:  petition  a  59;  report  483 

Wooden  building  :  movement  from  Western  av.,  permit  a  416 
North  Margin  street — 

Edgestones:  near  Lafayette  av.,  petitions  a  327,  514 
North  Mead  street  (ward  4) — 

Stable :  at  22,  petition  a  297 
North  square — 

Sewer :  abatement  a  47 ;  assessment  a  47 
Northampton  street — 

Stable  :  No  82,  petition  a  276;  permit  317 

No.  79,  petition  a  480;  permit  500;   cellar,  petition  514; 
permit  519 

Turnout :  Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.,  report  and  order  of  notice 
a45S;  hearing  480;  permit  516 

Nuisance :  abatement,  petition  a  383,  c  390;  report  a  547,  c  548 

Wooden  building:  movement  to  728  Albany  St.,  petition  a  586; 
permit  650 
Northampton-street  district — see  Lands 
Northampton-street  district — 

Sale  of  all  land  and  buildings  authorized  a  143,  c  166,  a  175 
Norton,  Hugh — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of   Cambridge-st. ,  North 
Harvard,  and  Western-av.  bridges  a  388 
Norton,  M.  H.  et  al.— 

Petition  for  sidewalks,  etc.  a  13 
Norton,  Martin — 

Stable:  petition  a  514;  permit  519 
Norton,  Michael — 

Late  treasurer  of  Brighton,  accounts  and  bill  for  services  a  124, 
c  130,  a  402, c  405, a  416,  c  419 
Norton,  Patrick — 

Recommended    for   superintendent  of  common    and     public 
grounds  a  64,  94;  ballots  a  94,  c  100,  a  110 
Nuremberg,  Pauline — 

Personal  iDjuries  c  57,  a  59 
Nute,  Orasmus — 

East  Dedham  St.,  new  bond  and  agreement  for  land,  petition 
a  155,  c  160 ;  report  and  order  passed  a  211,  c  220 

Sprinkling  city  streets,  petition  a  174 

O'Brien,  Ann — 

Shawmut  av.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  109,  c  120;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  246,  c  249 
O'Brien,  Frederic  C. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
O'Brien,  Hugh,  alderman — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected :  Chairman  of  board  of  aldermen  1 ;  manager  Old 
South  Association  c  18,  a  29;  trustee  public  library  a  29, 
c31,55 

Appointed:  committee  on  armories  12;  bridges  12;  lamps  12; 
sewers  12;  common  12;  legislative  matters  12;  printing  12; 
public  buildings  12;  public  institutions  12;  public  lands 
12;  public  parks  13;  Stony  brook  13;  Faneuil  Hall  and 
county  buildings  30;  harbor  defences  44;  250th  anniver- 
sary 243 

Remarks:  address  1 

Public  instruction  44 
Waste  of  water  60,  77 


Legislative  matters  93 

Sherwin  school-house  141 

Appropriation  bill  190 

Vandalism  on  public  garden  259 

New  court-house  262,  298,  588,  591,  607 

West  Roxbury  and  South  Boston  parks  267 

Centre-street  sewer  333 

250th  anniversary  434,  445 

Constitutional  amendment  abolishing  tax  qualification  ot 

voters  544,  551 
Stony-brook  laborers  546 
Defalcation  in  treasurer's  department  614 
Limiting  expenditures  of  school  committee  678 
Limitation  of  municipal  expenditures  680 
The  final  proceedings  702 
O'Brien,  John  B.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
O'Brien,  Michael — 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Broadway  bridge  a  388 
O'Brien,  Patrick — 

227  Cabot  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  400  ;  order  passed 
416 
O'Brien,  William  J.  et  al. — 

Medicine  and  medical  advice  for  poor,  petition  a  465,  c  475 
O'Brien,  William  P.— 

139  West  Sixth  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  413;  order 
passed  447 
O'Callaghan,  D.  et  al-— 

F  St.,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth  sts.,  petition   to   put  in 

order  a  413 
Dorchester  St.,  church  St.  Augustine,  clock,  order  passed  a  557, 
c  559 
O'Connor,  John  T.— 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
O'Connor,  Patrick — 

Tremont  st.  near  Phillips  st.,  sewer,  petition  a  327 ;  order  of 
notice  402;  hearing  414  ;  order  passed  415 
O'Donnell,  Hugh— 

Chauncy  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  109,  c  120;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  335 
O'Donnell,  T.— 

Appointed  assistant    superintendent  of   Mt.   Washington-av. 
bridge  a  388 
O'Dowd,  Andrew  A.,  councilman  (ward  6) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed  :  committee  on  public  library  11 ;  streets  11 ;  pay  of 

laborers  22 
Remarks : — 

Street  and  health  departments  16 
Old  State-house  17 
Pay  of  laborers  2),  106,  364,  408 
Rules  of  common  council  25 
Assessors'  department  69 
Member  of  board  of  health  135 
Improved  sewerage  146 
Superintendents  of  bridges  148 
Salaries  of  city  officers  149 
Second  assistant  assessors  153, 154 
Extension  of  Broadway,  168 
Appropriation  bill  182 
City  forester's  greenhouse  233 
South-end  branch  library  253 
Stony  brook  288 
Barrel  wagons  338,  356,  390 
Obstructions  in  Commercial  street  462 
Pay  of  laborers  for  thanksgiving  585 
Death  of  councilman  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  jr.  669 
O'Keefe,  James  J. — 

Medford  st.  (ward  3),  stable,  leave  to  withdraw  a  701 
O'Keefe,  .John  D.— 

Corner  Fifth  and  P  sts.,  lantern,  petition  a  414 ;  permit  429 
O'Keefe,  Maggie — 

Beach  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  629,  c  635 
O'Leary,  Thomas — 

Passenger  wagon  to  Mt.  Hope  and  Calvary  cemeteries,  petition 
a  109 
O'Neil,  Joseph  D. — 

East  Broadway,  errors  corrected  in  conveyance  of  land  a  618, 
c621 
O'Neil,  Patrick— 

139  C  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  365  ;  order  passed  404 
O'Neil,  Timothy- 
Deceased,  pay  of  sum  clue  for  service  as  police  officer,  c  461, 
a  465 
O'Reilly,  D.,  jr.— 

321  West  Third  st.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  456;  order 
passed  467 
O  street— 

Edgestones,  sidewalks:  between  Fourth  St.  and  Broadway,  peti- 
tion a  543 
Primary -school  site  :  purchase,  order  passed  a  555,  c  559,  576 
Oak  square  (Brighton) — 

Watering-trough  a  258,  c  268,  a  366,  c  370 

Edgestones  and  gutters  around  school-house,  order  passed  a  300 
Oak  street — 

Corner  May  pi.,  lamp  a  59 
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Oakland  garden — 

Passenger  wagons  etc. — see  Omnibuses 
Oakland  street  (ward  24) — 

Stable :  petition  a  59 ;  permit  a  84 
Oakland  street  (Brighton)  — 

Petition  that  court  be  lighted  a  297,  365 
Oakland  street  ( ward  21)  — 

Sidewalks :  petition  a  349 ;  order  passed  521 
Ohio  street — 

Paving  a  213 
Oils — see  Petroleum 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Co.— 

West  Fourth  st.  (ward  13),  wooden  building,  petition  a  327, 

c  337  ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
Assessment  of  damages  to  the  estate  of  Jeremiah  Carew  a  244, 

297 
Assessment  of  damages  on  petition  of  Otis  Drury  a  425,  456 
Old  South  Association — 

Managers  nominated  and  elected  c  18,  a  29 
Old  State-house — see  Legislative  matters 
Oliver  street — 

Vacant  land,  sale  authorized  a  143 
Steam-engine,  corner  Atlantic  av.  a  143, 189 
Metropolitan  R.  Co.,  tracks  a  155,213,247 
Olney  street — 

Sidewalks,  etc. :  petitions  a  13, 124 

Plank  walk  :  from  Geneva  av.  to  Bowdoin  St.,  petition  a  425 
Omnibuses,  etc. — 

Court  and  Howard  sts.,  John  C.  Stiles,  petition  a  59;   leave  to 

"withdraw  a  94 
Mt.  Hope  and  Calvary  cemeteries,  Thomas   O'Leary,  petition 

a  109 ;  permit  a  176 
Fitchburg  station  to  Litchfield's  and  Battery  vfharves,  William 

Fletcher,  petition  a  139;  report  a  176 
Bowdoin  sq.  to   Litchfield's  wharf,  George  A.  Coleman,  petition 

a  139  ;  permit  a  176 
Bowdoin  sq.  to  Litchfield's  wharf,  etc.,  George  W.  Calef,  peti- 
tion a  139 ;  permit  a  176 
Haymarket  sq.  to  Litchfield's  wharf,  etc.,  Robinson  &  Emerton, 

petition  a  139 ;  permit  a  176 
Neponsetav.  to  Meeting-house  Hill  a  176,  519 
Change  of  route,  John  C.  Stiles,  petition  a  213 
Park  sq.  to  excursion  boats,  Edward  J.  Fleming,  petition  a  230; 

permit  299 
Forest  Hills  station  (W.R.)  and  Mt.  Hope  cemetery,  Grovo  Hall 
and  Mt.  Hope  cemetery,  Highland  Street  Railway  Co.,  peti- 
tion a  276 ;  permit  299 
Corner  Broadway  and  Dorchester  st.  to  Oakland  gardens,  Charles 

R.  Smith,  petition  a  314  ;  permit  352 
Monument  sq.  (ward  23)  to  Allandale  Springs,  George  B.  Guild 

&  Co.,  petition  a  327  ;  permit  352 
Sullivan  sq.  to  Litchfield's  wharf,  Currier  &  Sanders,  petition 

a  365 ;  leave  to  withdraw  387 
Hancock  sq.  (Charlestown)  to  harbor  boats,  petition  in  favor 

of  Currier  &  Sanders  a  400  ;  permit  415 
Somerville  line  to  Eliot  St.,  leave  to  withdraw  a  429 
Salem  st.  to  Sullivan  sq.,  extension  of  route,   petitions  a  456; 
referred  to  next  board  of  aldermen  700 
Orange  court — 

Damage  to  estate  a  13,  c  16,  a  97,  c  106 
Orchard  park — 

Guards  for  trees  a  189 ,.c  200 

Sidewalks  and  gutters  :  petition  a  209 

Watering  :  petition  a  241 

Crosswalks  :  petition  a  241 

New  fence :  petition  a  209,  c  220 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  265, 

c268 
Opening  from  Adams  St.,  petition   a  77,  c86;  report  referred 
a  212, c  220 
Orchard  street  (W.R.) — 

Sewer:  petition  a  456;  remonstrance  465;  order  notice  467; 
hearing  468 
Orchard-park  street — 

Edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks,  order  passed  a  248 
Sidewalks  :  petition  a  413 
Ordinances — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to  finance  referred 

a  663, c  670 
Codification  of  the  ordinances  c  154,  a  156,   c   361,  379,  397, 

a  400,  c  604,  626,  638,  649,  653,  a  663 
Vacancies  in  the  board  of  aldermen  a  404,  c  405,  a  630 
Ordinance   concerning   the  joint  standing  committee   on  ordi- 
nances c  463,  a  4C5,  c  548,  561,  578,  a  686,  c  605,  624,  a  629 
Oriole  street — 

Stable  a  26,  48 
Osborn,  William  T. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Osborne,  Daniel — 

Washington  St.,  relocation  at  Brighton,  $664.25  damages  a  28 
Otis,  R.  M.  et  al.— 

Corner  Washington  and  Poplar  sts.  (ward  23) ,  crosswalk,  petition 
a  543 
Ottawa  street — 

Stable  at  13:  petition  a  414;  permit  483 
Overseers  of  poor — see  Poor 


P  street— 

Lamps :  petition  a  43 

Stables:  petition  a  124  ;  permit  a  169 

Near  Second  st.,  petition  a  414;  permit  429 

South  Boston  Railroad  Co.,  tracks,  petition  a  124;  report  and 
order  of  notice  145 ;  hearing  189 

Wooden  building  :  erection  a  124,  c  130, 173,  a  175 
Movement  from  No.  14  to  No.  61  a  209,  217 
Movement  from  near  East  Second  St.  to  582  East  Third  st. 
a  209,  217 

Claims  :  personal  injuries,  petition  c  274,  a  277;  leave  to  with- 
draw c  410, a  415 

Sidewalk :  from  First  to  Second  St.,  petition  a  400;  order  passed 
416 

Trees  :  removal,  between  First  and  Second  sts.,  petition  a  465;- 
report  534 

Edgestones,  sidewalk :  corner  First  St.,  petition   a  499;  order 
passed  521 
Page,  Joseph  E. — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  214,  c  222 
Paget,  Julia — 

Boats  on  public-garden  pond,  petition  a  93,  c  99 
Paige,  B.  L.  et  al. — 

Centre  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  crosswalk  at  Burroughs  St.,  petition 
a  241 
Paine  &  Canterbury — see  Pierce  &  Canterbury 
Paine,  Barzillas — 

Adams  st.,  relocation,  $38. S8  damages  a  97;   petition  a  124;. 
leave  to  withdraw  a  197 
Paine,  Benjamin  F. — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  Brighton  scales  a  189 
Paine,  Henry  W. — 

Assignee  of  Charles  Burrill— see  Claims 
Paine,  Henry  AV.  et  al. — 

New  court-house,  petition  a  15 
Paine,  Isaiah,  jr.— 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Paine,  R.  T. — 

Riverside  st.  (ward  19),  stables,  petition  a  443 ;  permit  458 
Paine,  R.  T.  jr.— 

Buckingham  st.,  stable,  petition  a  465 

20-22  Riverside  st.  (ward  19),  wooden  addition  to  building,  peti- 
tion a  591, c  601 

12-20  Carey  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  613 
Palmer,  Benjamin  F. — 

Nominated  assessor,  c  92  ;  elected  a  93,  c  99 
Palmer,  Mary  E. — 

Bellevue  St.,  tree,  removal,  petition  a  499  ;  leave  to  withdraw 558 
Palmer  street — 

Paving:  petition  a  97  ;  from  Albany  st.  to  Harrison  av.,  order 
passed  a  248 

Sewer :  petition  a  258 ;  report  and  order  of  notice,  282  ;  hearing 
297 ;  ordor  passed  300 

Sidewalk :  No.  23,  petition  a  586 
Papiueall,  Alfred — 

Green  st.  (J.P.),  crosswalk  at  Union  av.,  petition  a  213  ;   order 
passed  a  248 
Paris  street — 

Vacant  land,  nuisance  c  123,  a  125,  c  188,  a  1S9 
Park  avenue — 

Sprinkling,  petition  a  189 
Park  square — 

Petition  that  circle  bo  curbed  and  lamp  erected  a- 59 

Passenger  wagon  to  excursion  boats  a  230,  299 

Tracks  :  Metropolitan  R.  Co.,  permit  a  618 
Park  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Middlesex  R.  Co.,  trucks  a  43,  93,  198 
Park  street  (ward  23) — 

Wooden   building  :    near  Pelton   St.,   petition  a  465,   c   475> 
permit  c  526,  a  533 
Park  street  (ward  10) — 

Claims :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  586,  c  601 
Park  street  (ward  24) — 

Sprinkling :  petition  a  209 

Sewer:  between  Adams  st.  and  Dorchester  av.,  petition  a  109; 
report  and  order  notice  a  144 ;  hearing  a  165 ;  order  to  con- 
struct a  212 

Stable:  near  Dorchester  av.,  petition  a  568;  report  590 
Parker,  Augustus,  et  al. — 

Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  that  part  of  it  be  put  in  condition  for 
travel  a  13 

Wayne  St.,  petition  for  grading  a  13 

Blue  Hill  av.,  between  Warren  and  Columbia  sts.,  edgestones-, 
petition  that  order  be  rescinded  a  297 
Parker,  Cornelia  V.  et  al. — 

376-377  Washington  St.,  sewer  assessment,  petition  a  124 
Parker,  E.  Francis,  et  al. — 

Washington  St.,  macadamizing,  petition  a  77 
Parker,  George  W. — 

Pynchon  st.,  stable,  petition  a  568 
Parker,  11.  D.— 

Hill  allowed  a  691 
Parker,  James  II. — 

New  Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  3  a  468 
Parker,  J.  L.  et  al. — 

Rockwell  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  425 


INDEX    TO   PROCEEDINGS    OF   CITY   COUNCIL. 


NLV 


Parker,  J.  Lowell,  et  al. — 

Rockwell  st.  (ward  24),  sidewalks,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  425 
Parker,  Nancy  G.  and  Mary  F.  Wales- 
Washington  st.  (ward  24),  edgestones,  remonstrance  a  241 
Parker,  Sarah — 

Blue  Hill  av.,  edgestones,  abatement  a  618 
Parker  street  (Charlestown) — 

Sewer:  petition  a  297 ;  order  of  notice  317;  remonstrance  327 ; 
hearing  327  ;  order  passed  415 

Petition  a  456 
Parker  street — 

Crosswalks  a  26,  47 

Opposite  Longwood  av.,  projection  of  platform  upon  sidewalk 

a  59,  85 
Sprinkling :  from  Tremont  to  Ward  St.,  a  276 
Poles :  petition  a  314  ;  permit  389 
Petition  to  put  in  order  and  change  name  a  349 
Stony-brook  sewer :  exchange  of  land  a  365,  c  370,  a  417,  c  419, 

a  449, c  454,  a  484, c  487 
Edgestones,  sidewalk  :  petition  a  480  ;  order  passed  558 
Edgestones  :  No.  661-663,  petition  a  568 
Bidewnlks  :  petition  a  613 
Parker  Hill  avenue — 

Grading,  gravelling,  gutters,  order  passed  a  403 
Parkman,  Uenrv,  councilman  (ward  9) — 
Oaths  of  office  2 
Appointed:   committee  on  common  11;  public  parks  11;  city 

charter  49 
Elected :  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  c  274,  a  276 
Remarks : 

School  expenditures  5 

Amendmentu  to  rules  of  common  council  12 

Licensing  of  minors  16 

Contract  system  40 

New  court-house  42,  621 

Harbor  defences  52 

Public-garden  pond  57 

Washington's  birthday  57 

Extension  of  Broadway  86,  167 

City  officers  opposing  legislation  92 

Pay  of  laborers  106 

Salaries  of  city  officers  149 

Bridge  to  Charlestown  181 

Appropriation  bill  183 

Second  assistant  assessors  207 

Death  of  councilman  Joseph  Healy  219 

City  forester's  greenhouse  222,  232 

Public  parks  22S,  497,  511 

250th  anniversary  of  settlement  23S,  478 

Removing  fences  enclosing  public  grounds  268 

Evasion  of  taxes  268 

Stony  brook  272,  313,  320 

South-end  branch  library  341 

Fourth  of  July  355 

Codification  of  ordinances  3S0,  627,  641 ,  655 

Law  department  392 

Examination  of  manufacturing  establishments  407 

Reducing  motions  to  writing  411 

Rewards  for  conviction  and  detection  of  incendiaries  437 

Back-bay  improvements  502 

Committee  on  legislative  matters  549 

Inspection  of  vinegar  578 

Abolition  of  voting  precincts  581 

Extension  of  Highland  park  601 

Horse  railroads  and  public  parks  602 

Enlargement  of  City  hospital  605 

Removal  of  house  offal  from  East  Boston  695 
Parkman,  William — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Parkman  street  (ward  24) — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  Washington  St.  a  124,  159 
Parks,  public — 

Joint  special  committee  c  4, 11,  a  13 

Topics  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 

Annual  report  of  park  commissioners  c  56 

Arnold  arboretum  c  38,  a  43,  c  237,  a  243,  c  524,  a  534,  c  536 

West  Roxbury  a  47,  59,  158,  c  160,  227,  234,  a  244,  267,  c  272, 

460.  491,  504,  523,  538,  670,  a  676 
South  Boston  a  47,  60,  c  66,  a  127,  139,  158,  c  1G0,  227,  234,  a 

244,  267,  c  272,  460,  491,  504.524,  527,  a  533,  c  538,  542,  543, 

a  631,  691,  c  692 
Charles-river  embankment — see  Legislative  matters. 
Beacon  entrance  to  Back  Bay  park  a  144,  c  146,  166,  382,  a  3S3, 

449,  c  454, a  515,  c  523 
Influence  of  public  parks  on  valuation  a  157,  c  160 
Assessments  erroneouslv  made  c  228,  a  243 
West  Wood  Island  park  c  183,  a  189,  c  238,  a  244 
Owners  of  West  Roxbury  park  c  239,  255,  308 
Stony  brook  a  246,  c  249,  272,  a  276,  c  2S6,  313,  319,  a  484,  c  4S7, 

504 
Naming  Back-Bay  park  a  299,  335,  425,  c  436 
Tax  upon  street  railways  c  312,  a  314,  c  602,  a  613.  c  635,  a  649 
Drainage  of  Back  Bay  a  365,  c  370,  a  417,  c  419,  a  449,  c  454 
Statistical  information  on  Back-Bay  improvements  requested  of 

auditor  of  accounts  a  5U0  c  502;  referred  to  next  city  gov- 
ernment c  675, a  676 


Charles  H.  Dalton  appointed  commissioner  c  322,  a  329 

Real  estate  available  for  park  loan ,  order  of  inquiry  c  550,  a  554 ; 

report  c  602,  a  613 
Highland  park — see  Common,  etc. 
Betterments  on  State  lands  c  635,  a  649 
Petitions  against  public  parks  c  636,  a  649 
Petitions  in  favor  of  immediate  action  c  637,  648 
Compilation  of  papers,  reports,   and    arguments   relating    to 
public  parks,  a  216,  243 ;  city  document  125  presented  a  700 
Parnell  street — 

Laying  out :  damages  a  466 
Parson  street  (Brighton) — 

Trees :  petition  to  remove  a  155  ;  permit  a  175 
Partridge,  S.  E. — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  214,  c  222 
Passenger  wagons — see  Omnibuses,  etc. 
Patterson ,  David — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Paul,  Joseph  F. — 

Bay-State  wharf,  334-374  Albany  St.,  wooden  building,  petition 
a  468,  c  475;  permit  c  526,  a  533 
Paul  street- 
Building  :  temporary  closiDg  a  213,  217,  516 
Sidewalks :  petition  a  213 

petition  a  456;  order  passed  467 
Paving — see  Streets. 
Payson,  John  B. — 

Payson  av.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  155 
Payson,  John  F. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Payson  avenue  (ward  24) — 

Stable:  petition  a  155 
Peabody,  Lucia  M. — 

Elected  member  of  school  committee  a  665 
Peacock,  Freeman — 

Cambridge  st.  (ward  4),  edgestone,  $8.97  abatement  a  198 
Pearce,  Deborah  B. — 

Vernon  St.,  personal  injuries,  leave  to  withdraw  c  57,  a  59 
Pearce,  John,  et  al. — 

Washington  st.  between  Forest  Hills  and  South  st.,  widening, 
macadamizing,  petition  a  241 
Pearl  place — 

Edgestones :  Nos.  12  to  28,  petition  a  258 
Pearl  street — 

Telephone  poles :  petition  a  456 
Pearl  street  (Dorchester) — 

Sewer:  petition  a  533;  order  notice  534;  hearing  543;  order 
passed  547 
Pearsall,  Harriet  A. — 

9  Laurel  st.  (Roxbury),  sidewalk,  petition  a  456;  order  passed 
467 
Peck  &  Hall,  et  al.— 

Lancaster  st.,  macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  a  327  ;  order  passed 
367 
Peirce,  Lydia  T. — 

7  Laurel  st.  (Roxbury),  sidewalk,  petition  a  456 
Peirce,  Samuel  B. — 

Glendale  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  442  ;  permit  446 
Pember,  Stephen — 

South  St.,  personal  injuries  a  499,  c  502 
Pembroke  street — 

Sewers  :  between  Tremont  st.  and  Columbus  sq.,  petition  a  349, 
c354 
From  Warren  av.  to  No.  95,  order  of  notice  a  402;  hearing 
414  ;  order  passed  415 
Pendergast,  Alice — 

125  West  Sixth  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  258;  report 
and  order  a  281 
Pendergast,  George  S. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
People's  Ice  Co. — 

Cary  st.  opposite  Riverside  st.  (ward  19) ,  wooden  building,  peti- 
tion a  209,  c  220;  permit  c  238,  a  243 
Percy,  Lizzie  Ann — ■ 

Anawan  av.,  laying  out,  §735.67  damages  a  28 
Perham,  Charles  S.— 

Election  of  superintendent  of  public  lands  c  87,  a  93,  c  100, 

a  110,  c  122,  a  125,  c  136,  a  139 
Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Perham,  C.  S.  et  al. — 

Temple  st.  (W.R.),  grading,  gravelling,  petition  a  43 
Perkins,  E.  A  — 

Nepouset  av.,  from  Walnut  and  Taylor  sts.,   sewer,   petition 
a  276 ;   order  of  notice  317 
Perkins,  George  T.,  councilman  (ward  17)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  City  hospital  11 ;  claims  11 
Remarks :  , 

City  hospital  50,  S7,  104,  273,  583,  5S4 

Decoration  day  55,  296,  325 

Decoration  of  army  and  navy  monument  91 

Badges  162 

Intramural  interments  154 

Public  parks  237,  508,  540 

South-end  branch  library  252,  273,  323 

New  court-house  310 
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Fire  alarms  419 

Ambulance  for  East  Boston  604 
Decease :  resolves  and  orders  passed  632 
Perkins  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  465 
Perkins  6treet  (ward  23)— 

Sidewalk  :  between  Pond  av.  and  Prince  st.,  petition  a  514 
Perrin  street  (ward  21) — 

Tree :  No.  34,  petition  a  230 ;  order  passed  a  280 

Edgestones,  gutters  :  order  passed  a  300 

Sidewalks  :  No.  34,  petition  a  468;  order  passed  500 
No.  30,  petition  a  468;  order  passed  500 
Perry,  J.  Frank — 

Adams  st.  corner  Ashmont  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  365 ; 
permit  388 
Peters,  Alvah  H. — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  messenger  a  64,  c  87 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Peters,  Francis  A. — 

Forest  Hills  st.,   sewer,   petition   a   174;    hearing  276;    order 
passed  335 
Peters,  F.  A.  et  al. — 

Boylston  st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  43 
Peters,  William — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Petersilea,  Carlyle — 

279,  281  Columbus  ay.,  stepping-stone  and  hitching-post,  peti- 
tion a  456 
Petroleum,  etc. — 

Chelsea  st.  (E.B.),  Maverick  Oil  Co.  licensed  a  64, 158 

Inspectors  appointed  a  125 

2  Central  wharf,  license  a  197 

Second  st.  between  D  and  E  sts.,  license  a  197 

33  India  st.,  license  a  197 

45-51  Charlestown  st.,  license  a  335 
Pettigrew,  R.  A.  and  L.  F.  Abbott— 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  No.  58  a  128 
Pettingill,  Converse  M.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Pettingill,  O.  B.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Pevear,  Charles  B.  et  al. — 

Pevear  pi.  (ward  21),  lamps,  petition  a  586 
Pevear  place  (ward  21)  — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  586 
Phelps,  Edward  A. — 

Passenger  wagon  from  Somerville  liue  to  Eliot   St.,  leave  to 
withdraw  a  429 
Phillips  street — 

Sewer :  abatement  and  assessment  a  98 
Pickell,  John  E.— 

Appointed  supt.  Essex-st.  bridge  a  126 
Pickering,  Henry,  trustee,  et  al.— 

Woodman  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  456 
Pickering,  Leonard — 

47  Everett  st.  (ward  2),  extension  of  wooden  building,  petition 
a  276,  c  283;  report,  no  action  necessary  a  350,  c  354 
Pickering,  M.  P.  el  al.— 

East  Canton  st.,  between  Harrison  av.  and   Albany  st.,  side- 
walks, petition  a  465 
Pierce  &  Canterbury — 

Chelsea  St.,  near  Centre  st.  (ward  1),  wooden  building,  petition 
a  349,  c  354;  permit  c  379,  a  383 
Pierce,  E.  P. — 

Dorchester  av.  near  Greenwich  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition 
a  365 ;  permit  415 
Pierce,  Henry — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Pierce,  Henry — 

Richmond  st.  (ward  24),  cdgestones,  remonstrance  a  109 
Pierce,  John  — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121  a  124 
Pierce,  John  II, — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Pierce,  Lydia  Y. — 

7  Laurel  St.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  467 
Pierce,  Samuel  B. — 

Columbia  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  349;  order  passed  367 

Glendale  St.,  grade  damages,  order  passed  a  430 

Ware  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  499 ;  order  passed  516 
Pierce,  Samuel  B.  et  al. — 

Greenwich  place   (ward  24),  sewer,  petition  a  258;    order  of 
notice  282  ;  hearing  297  ;  order  passed  317 
Pillsbury,  Joseph — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Pilsbury,  Samuel- 
Common,  injuries  to  wife,  petition  a  109,  c  120;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  264, c  268 
Pinkham,  Frederick  S. — 

Appointed  undertaker  a  533 
Pleasant  street. — 

Land:  junction  of  Eliot  st.  and  Columbus  av.,  sale  authorized 
a  85, c  99 

Bill-boards  :  a  43 ;  c  49,  67,  a  69,  85,  c  86 
Pleasant  street  (ward  24) — 

Sewer :  petition  a  241  ;  hearing  276  ;  order  passed  a  282 


Edgestones,  gutters,  macadamizing:  petition  a  241 
Sprinkling :  petition  a  209 

"Portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Tracks  :  order  of  notice  a  317 ;  hearing  349  ;  permit  404 
Macadamizing  :  petition  a  400 
Stables  :  petition  a  468  ;  permit  483 

petition  a  633  ;  permit  547 
Grade:  from  Cottage  and  Pond  to  Stoughton  St.,  order  passed 

a  521 
Sidewalk  :  petition  a  518 
Plimpton,  Charles  II. ,  councilman  (ward  21) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  elections  4 ;   Mt.   Hope  and   Cedar 

Grove  cemeteries  11 
Remarks : 

Fire  in  Federal  and  Devonshire  sts.  31 

Contested  seat,  ward  16,  33 

Public  library  66 

Charlestown  almshouse  285 

Increase  of  police  force  560 
Plimpton,  Charles  II. — 

Highland  St.,  corner  Fort  av.,  tree,  removal,   petition  a  480; 

report  558 
Plimpton,  Charles  H.  et  al. — 

Washington  St.  (ward  21),  between  Dudley  and  Bartlett  sts., 

paving,  petition  a  241 
Plimpton,  H.  K.— 

Correction  in  conveyances,  petition  a  365,  c  370;  leave  to  with- 
draw c  460 
Pluiner,  Joseph  A. — 

312  East  Eighth  st.,  abatement  of  edgestone  assessment,  peti- 
tion a  139 
Pluuier,  Joseph  A.  and  Thomas  H.  et  al.— 

Knapp  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  468  ;  order  passed  472 
Plummer,  George  H. — 

Elected  member  of  school  committee  a  665 
Plympton  street  (ward  17) — ■ 

Stable  :  petition  a  189  ;  permit  a  212 

Wooden  building:  movement  to  street  near  Harrison  av.,  peti- 
tion a  209  ;  permit  a  248 
Claims:  Edward  F.  Meaney,  improved  sewerage  damages,  peti- 
tion a  189,  c  200  ;  report  referred  a  315 
Police — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Extra  night  force  a  13,  c  16,  a  112,  c  120 

Topics  in  mayors  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 

Police  stations,  furniture,  repairs,  etc.,  authorized  a  30,  c  31, 

54 
Commissioners  nominated  a  125, 155;  confirmed  a  155,  c  161 
Monthly  reports  of  commissioners,  Dec.  c  5;  Jan.  73;  Feb.  126; 

March  189;  April  a  244;  May  c  346;  June,  July,  and  Aug. 

c460;  Oct.  c581 
Police  charitable  fund  a  15,  c  16,  40,  a  43,  244 
Proposed  police  station  on  Back  Bay  a  126,  o  130,  461,  a  465 
Placing  safes  in  buildings  a  159 
Property  clerk  and  police  steamboat  hands  a  199,  c  200,  a  264, 

c272 
Organization  of  board  of  police  commissioners  a  259 
Annual  report  a  330 

Ladders  on  sea-wall  on  Charles  river  a  281,  366,  c  370,  390 
Bunker  Hill  monument  grounds  a  388,  c  390 
Addition  to  police  force  c  424,  a  426,  c  461,  a  465,  c  536,  a  513, 

556,  c  560,  582,  625,  a  629,  c  648,  a  651,  o  652,  a  663 
Pay  of  deceased  policemen  a  426,  c  461,  a  465,  407,  c  475 
Lighting  hack  lanterns  a  457,  468 
Obstructions  in  Commercial  st.  c  462,  a  405 
Studio  building,  banner  sign  a  209 
Warren  av.    (Charlestown),    telegraph   poles,   petition  a  349; 

permit  367 
Shawmut  av.,  telegraph  poles,  petition  a  319 
250th  anniversary,  resolution  of  thanks  c  475,  a  480 
Sale  of  impure    prints,   request  of  school  committee  referred 

c  565,  a  568 
Management  of  police  department,  order  for  hearing  indefinitely 

postponed  c  560 ;   reconsideration  moved,  motion  decided 

out  of  order  c  676 
Free  soup  c  585,  a  586,  c  602,  a  613,  c  621,  a  665,  c  670 
Pollard,  Warren  A. — 

Release  refused  a  416 
Pomeroy,  Caroline  A.  L. — 

South  st.,  $6400  damages  a  300 
Pond,  E.  G. — 

F  st.,  erection  of  wooden  building,  petition  a  59,  c  66 ;  permit 

a  126,  c  130 
F  and  Dove  sts.,  stable,  petition  a  383 ;  permit  534 
Pond,  James  T.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  213 
Pond  street — 

Macadamizing,  etc. :  from  May  st.  to  Brooklino  liue,  petition 

a  109;  order  passed  403 
Sewer:  appeal  from  assessment  a  124 

Abatement  and  assessment  a  144 

Abatement  a  174,  574 

Petition,  request  for  special  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 
a  333,  473 
Sidewalks:  order  passed  a  248 
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Poole,  John  C— 

Elected  superintendent  Broadway  bridge  c  148,  a  156 
Poor— 

Overseers  of  Pool — 

.loint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 
Quarterly  reports  a  77,  259,  427,  554 
Vacancy  a  15,  c  16 

Shoes  for  poor  school-children  c  41,  a  43 
Annual  report  c  344 

Overseers  nominated  and  elected  a  144,  147,  c  172,  a  175, 
c  182 
Treatment  of  Poor— 

Joint  special  committee  c  4,  11,  a  13 

Reprint  of  report  on  treatment  of  poor  a  47,  c  49 

Medical  attendance  for  poor,  petitions  a  456,  c  460,  a  465, 

c  475;  report,  leave  to  withdraw  c  694,  a  700 
Petition  of  Lawrence  D.  Welby  a  575;  indefinitely  post- 
poned c  576 
Free  soup  c  585,  a  686,  c  602,  a  613,  c  621,  a  665,  c  670 
Report  and  order  to  petition  for  transfer  of  powers  from 
directors  of  public   institutions  to  overseers  of  poor 
c  671,  a  676;   indefinitely  postponed  a  701 
Poor,  George  H.,  trustee — 

Blue  Hill  av.,  relocation,  damages  a  600 
Pope,  George  \V. — 

Appointed  trustee  of  City  hospital  a  213,  c  222 
Pope,  Mary  A.— 

Wordsworth  st.  (ward  1),  stable,  petition  a  443;  permit  468 
Pope,  "William,  et  al. — 

Park,  Beach,  Mill  and  Commercial  sts.  (ward  24),  sprinkling, 
petition  a  209 
Pope  street — 

Lamps :  petition  a  349 

Wooden  buildings:  near  Moore  St.,  erection,  petition  a  618 
Nearly  opposite  Chaucer  st,,  erection,  petition  c  636,  a  543 
Poplar  street  (ward  23)  — 
Gravelling,  etc.  a  59 

Stable:  corner  Albion  St.,  petition  a  383;  permit  415 
Crosswalk  :  corner  Washington  St.,  petition  a  543 
Poplar  street — 

Paving  :  between  Spring  and  Charles  sts.,  order  passed  a  447 
Porter,  .lohn  W. — 

Elected  member  of  school  committee  a  665 
Porter  street  (ward  1)  — 

Wooden  building:  movement  from   90   Putnam   St.,  petition  a 
691 ;  permit  650 
Porter  street — 

No.  38,  land  and  buildings  forfeited  and  bond  cancelled  a  97, 

98,  c  106,  a  127,  c  130  ;  sale  authorized  a  143 
Sprinkling  :  "  portion  "  order  passed  a  248 
Sewer :  relaving,  petition  a  297 
Porter  street  (W.R.)  — 

Grading,  gravelling,  edgestones,  gutters,  order  passed  a  430 
Portland  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  174,  c  181,  a  280,  c  283 
Portunato,  Catherine — 

98  George  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  230  ;  order  passed  a  248 
Post,  William  S.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Postage,  cheap — 

International  memorial,  special  committee  a  13,  e  16 
Post  Office  square — 

New  Eugland  Life  Insurance   Co.,   statue   of  Leif  Ericsson, 

permit  a  179 
Hoisting  lines  :  petition  a  314 
Potter  &  Watson- 
Rear  112  Beach  st.,  steam  engine,  petition  and  order  of  notice 
a  426 
Potter,  Asa  P.— 

Newbury  St.,  extension.  $9036  damages  a  281 
Potter,  J.  E.— 

Pope  St.,  near  Moore  st.  (ward  1),  wooden   buildings,  petition 
a  618 
Potter,  J.  P.  etal.— 

River  St.,  plank  walk,  petition  a  613 
Potter,  Silas- 
Alaska  st.,  erection  of  bank  wall,  petition  to  occupy  sidewalk 

a  209.  permit  a  217,  248 
27  and  29  Alaska  St.,  sidewalks    petition  a  276;  order  passed 
317 
Powell,  Michael — 

Claim  for   injury  to  horse,  Cambridge,  corner  Joy  St.,  petition 
c322 
Powers,  Charles  E.  et  al.— 

Charter  for  elevated  railroad  company,  petition  a  533,  c  536 ; 
notice  of  hearing  referred  a  686  ;  report,  city  solicitor  in- 
structed to  appear  a  591 
Powers,  Melvin  &  Co. — 

Cambridge  st.,  opposite  Brighton  St.  (ward  4),  wooden  build- 
ing, petition  a  365,  c  370  ;  permit  a  402,  c  405 
Powers,  William — 

Appointed  measurer  of  upper  leather  a  189 
Prang,  Louis,  et  al. — 

Centre  st.  (Roxbury),  sprinkling,  petition  a  213 
Pratt,  Charles  E.,  councilman  (ward  21) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 


Appointed:   committee  on  public  instruction  11;   public  parks 

11 ;  city  charter  49  ;  care  of  hydrants  207 
Elected  :  trustee  of  public  library  a  29,  c  31,  65 
Remarks  : 

Rules  and  orders  of  common  council  7 

Old  State-house  18 

Arnold  arboretum  39 

Commonwealth  avenue  73 

Thirteenth  joint  rule  74 

New  water-main  from  Chestnut-hill  reservoir  86 

Extension  of  Broadway  86,  108,  122, 168,  373 

Decoration  of  army  and  navy  monument  91 

City  hospital  104 

New  court-house  108,  310 

First  assistant  assessors  121 

Member  of  board  of  health  131 

Salaries  of  city  officers  160 

Badges  152 

Appropriation  bill  185 

Second  assistant  assessors  204,  207 

Bridge  to  Charlestown  205 

Fourth  of  July  celebration  223 

Excavating  machinery  225 

Public  parks  228,  234,  461,  491,  508,  623,  531,  638,  670 

Erroneous  park  assessments  229 

Owners  of  West  Roxbury  park  238 

South-end  branch  library  255,  623 

Evasion  of  taxes  271 

Stony  brook  272,  275,  386,  313,  319 

Use  of  council  chamber  322 

Fourth  of  July  324 

Decoration  day  325 

Barrel  wagons  360 

Examination  of  manufacturing  establishments  399 

Flagstaff  on  Lewis  park  421 

250th  anniversary  436,  462,  478 

Repairs  on  the  council  chamber  476 

Back-Bay  improvements  502 

Telegraph  and  telephone  wires  537 

Committee  on  legislative  matters  661,  579 

Management  of  police  department  567 

Visitors  to  City  hospital  on  Sundays  584 

Revision  of  the  ordinances  627,  616,  654 

Death  of  councilman  Perkins  634 

Additional  water-basin  646 

Care  of  hydrants  648,  652 

Expenditures  of  school  committee  674 
Pratt,  Isaac,  Jr. — 

Cambridge  st.,  rear,  opposite  Beacon  park  (ward  25),    stable, 

petition  a  676 
Pratt,  J.  E.— 

Persona]  injuries  :  petition  c  346  ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  500,  c  502 
Pratt,  John  C.  etal.— 

Pond  and  Centre  sts.,  sewer  assessments,  petition  a  124 
Pratt,  John  L.  B.  et  al.— 

Near  Oak  sq.,  watering-trough,  petition  a  258,  c  268;   report, 

reference  to  water  board  a  366,  c  370 
Pratt,  Laban — 

Walnut  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a 230;  order  passed  a  248 
Pray,  Francis  W.,  councilman  (ward  5) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Elected  :  finance  committee  7 

Appointed  :  committee  on  health  11 ;  public  lands  11 
Remarks : 

Trustees  of  City  hospital  274 

Charlestown  almshouse  286 

Salary  of  Chelsea-bridge  superintendents  523 

Urinal  in  Maverick  sq.  548 

Salary,  superintendent    north   draw    Chelsea  bridge  648, 
625 
Pray,  John  II.,  Sons  &  Co.— 

Steam  engine,  558  Washington  st.,  petition  and  order  of  notice 

a  143,  hearing  a  189  ;  permit  a  211 
Pray,  Lewis  G. — 

Mt.  Pleasant  av.,  removal  of  trees,  petition  a  209,  c  220;  per- 
mit a  265 
Preble  street — 

Stable :  petition  a  S3  ;  permit  a  112 

Grading  :  from  Dorchester  av.  to  Rogers  St.,  edgestones,  gutters, 

macadamizing,  order  passed  a  336 
Laying  out  from  Dorchester  av.  to  Rogers  St.,  damages  a  352, 

388,  402 
Grade  damages  :  petition  a  456 
Prentiss,  Henry — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Prescott,  Edwin  R. — 

Washington  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  613,  c  621 
Prescott,  Mary  — 

553  East  Fifth  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  456  ;  order  passed  467 
Prescott,  Otis  E.— 

Howland  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  $56.22;  assessment  a  546 
Prescott,  W.  L.  &  C.  J.  et  al.— 

Motte  St.,  paving,  petition  a  365 
Prescott,  William  A. — 

Commercial  st.,   widening,   and   Globe    alley,   $2670  damages 

a  415 


xi,  vin 
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Prescott  square — 

Petition  that  it  be  laid  out  as  a  public  park  a  241,  c  249  ;  report 
a  265, c  268 
Prescott  street — 

Crosswalk :  petition  a  124 
Presinger,  E. — 

170  Cabot  st.  (ward  19) ,  stable,  petition  a  124 
Price,  Elizabeth  A.,  administratrix — 

High  st.  (Charlestown) ,  sewer,  petition  a  586  ;  order  notice  617  ; 
hearing  629 
Priest,  J.  Edward — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Prince,  Frederick  0.  [see  also  Mayor]— 

Inaugurated  mayor  1 
Prince  street — 

Claim  :  personal  injuries  a  139,  c  146,  a  352,  c  354 
Prince  street  (ward  23) — 

Lamps :  petition  a  533 
Princeton  street — 

Land  damages,  petition  c  120,  a  125  ;  leave  to  withdraw  c  565. 
a  568 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from,  a  155, 179 
Printing — 

Pocket  edition  of  rules,  etc.,  of  city  government  c  4 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Annual  reports  authorized  in  print  a  15,  c  16 

Municipal  register  c  4,  a  13 

Mayor's  inaugural  address  c  12,  a  14 

Annual  report  of  superintendent  c  71 

Lamb's  map  of  Boston,  c  21,  a  26,  c  40,  a  43 

$350  additional  for  city  document  No.  119,  a  30,  c  31 

Index  to  12  volumes  of  proceedings  of  city  council  c  41,  55,  a  59 

Report  on  treatment  of  poor  a  47,  c  49 

Elevated  railroad,  evidence  and  arguments  c  188,  201,  a  211 

Papers,  discussion  and  arguments  on  the  park  question  a  216, 
243 

Four  volumes  of  ancient  records — see  Record  commissioners 

Suffolk  Deeds,  first  volume — see  County  of  Suffolk 

Argument  of  J.   L.   Stackpole  on  school    expenditures — see 
Schools 

Registration  laws  c  274,  a  277,  c  526,  a  533 

Official  report  of  proceedings  of  city  council  c295,  307,  a  315 

Codification  of  the  ordinances — see  Ordinances 

List  of  special  statutes  c  462,  a  465 

Memorial  volume  of  250th  anniversary — see  Boston  celebrations 

Index  of  proceedings  of  city  council  of  1880  c  504,  a  514 

Appropriation :  S1500  transfer  to  record  commissioners  c  250, 
a  258 ;  $2500  transfer  to  printing  a  514 

Reprinting  and  stereotyping  reports  of  record  commissioners 
referred  c  628,  a  629 

Statistics  from  U.S.  census  referred  a  664,  c  670 

Binding  documents  and  reports  of  proceedings  c  695,  a  700 
Prior,  Parron  H. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stalls  127-129,  cellar  22,  and 
stand  6  a  458 
Prior,  William,  jr. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stalls  127-129,  cellar  22,  and 
stand  6  a  458 
Proby,  James — 

Phillips  st.,  sewer,  abatement  a  98 
Proctor,  George  B. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Proctor,  John — 

Bolton  St.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  551 
Province  street — 

Grading,  paving :  petition  a  443 
Provisions — 

Wm.  F.  Brooks  appointed  inspector  at  large  a  93 
Public  Baths— see  Bathing. 
Public  buildings— see  Buildings. 
Public  institutions — see  Institutions. 
Public  instruction— see  Schools. 
Public  lands — see  Lands. 
Public  library — see  Libraries. 
Public  parks — see  Parks. 
Puffer,  A.  D.— 

Projection  of  bridge  across  way,  leave  to  withdraw  a  112 
Pulsifer,  It.  M.,  &  Co.  et  al.— 

Williams  court,  paving,  petition  a  43;  order  passed  574 
Purcell,  Michael — 

Chelsea  st.   (Charlestown),  personal  injuries,  petition  a  425, 
c  436;  leave  to  withdraw  a  546,  c  548 
Putnam,  A.  VV.  et  al. — 

Sumner  St.,  from  railroad  to  Cottage  St.,  macadamizing,  petition 
a  365 
Putnam,  John  P.  el  al. — 

Commonwealth  av.,  telephone  poles,  remonstrance  a  400 
Putnam,  J.  P.  and  Lyman  Mason,  trustees — 

Land  for  primary  school-house,  order  passed  c  272 
Putnam,  L.  B.  et  al. — 

Eagle  St.,  from  Putnam   to  Prescott  St.,  grading,  gravelling, 
petition  a  241 
Putnam  square — 

Watering :  "  portion  "  a  276 
Putnam  street — 

Sidewalks  :  abatement  a  109 ,145;  petition  a  327;  order  passed  367 


Wooden  building :  movement  to  103  Porter  st. ,  petition  a  591 

permit  650 
Pynchon  street  (ward  21) — 
St-ibles :  petitions  a  213,  568 
Grading  and  paving,  between  Tremont  and  Heath  sts.,  also 

edgestones  and  sidewalks  a  217 

Q  street — 

Grade  :  between  East  Fifth  and  East  Sixth  sts.,  petition  a  514 
Quigley,  William  H. — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Charlestown,  petition  a  189 
Quincy,  Thomas  D.  et  al. — 

Olney  street  and  Geneva  av.,  sidewalks,  etc.,  petition  a  124 
Quincy  street  (Roxbury) — 

Edgestones :  abatement,  petition  a  124 ;  order  passed  a  179 
Quincy  street  (ward  24) — 

Poles :  petition  a  543  ;  permit  589 
Quinn,  Hugh — 

Tremont  st.,  sewer  assessment  a  98 
Quinn,  John — 

Personal  injuries,  petition  a  400,  o  405  ;  leave  to  withdraw  a515, 
c523 
Quinn,  Michael — 

Interment  of  body  in  St.  Joseph's  Cemetery,  petition  a  77;  leave 
to  withdraw  a  19S 
Quirin  &Co. — 

Longwood  av.,  opposite  Worthington  st.   (ward  22),  wooden 
building,  petition  c  475,  a  480 ;  permit  c  526,  a  533 
Quirk,  Dennis  G. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Quirk,  John — 

Movement  of  wooden  buildings :  from  87  and  89  Hampshire  st. 
to  Mahan  av.  (ward  19),  petition  a  258 
Prom  208  Centre  st.  to  near  Highland  st.  (ward  21),  petition 
a  568 ;  permit  589 

Railroad  commissioners — 

Midland  Railroad  Associates,  notice  of  hearing  on   petition  of 
a  13 
Raleigh,  Edward — 

Tremont  row,  damages,  petition  cl20,  a  125 
Ramsell,  Edwin  F. — 

West  Eighth  st.,  injury  to  horse,  petition  a  568,  c  576 
Rand,  Caleb,  et  al. — 

Increase  of  light  in  street  lamps,  report  a  665 
Rand,  W.  S.  et  al.— 

Gloucester  St.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  465  ;  order  passed  558 
Randall,  Benjamin — 

Chelsea  St.,  near  Glendon  St.,  wooden  building,  petition  a  543, 
c548 
Randall,  Salma — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  126 
Randall  street  (Northampton-st.  district)  — 

Grading  a  216,  c  220 
Rankin,  S.  S.— 

20  Eliot  st.,  lantern,  petition  a  551 
Ratigan,  Ellen — 

106  George  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  349  ;  order  passed  367 
Ray,  George  P. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  125 
Raynes,  Francis — 

Luther  place,  city   solicitor  authorized  to  receive   release  of 
estate  a  28 
Raynolds,  Edward — 

Blue  Hill  av.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  241 ;  permit  a  281 
Reading  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  443 ;  leave  to  withdraw  471 

Sewer:  between  Maiden  lane  and  Swett  St.,  petition  a  443 
Reardon,  John — 

Proposal  to  do  all  work,  furnish  all  supplies  for  common,  etc. 
a  26,  64,  c  67,  a  84,  93,  c  99, 171,  a  174 
Reardon,  J.  T. — 

Everett  st.  (ward  25),  hitching-post,  petition  a  533 
Record  commissioners — 

Appointed  a  125,  c  131 

Annual  report  c  170 

Printinsr  four  volumes  of  ancient  records  c  226,  a  244,  c  2D0, 
a  258, c  274, a  276 

Dorchester  records  a  244,  c  250,  a  258,  c  274,  a  276,  c  487 

Appropriation,  $1500  transfer  c  250,  a  258 

Reprinting  and  stereotyping  reports  referred  c  628,  a  629 

Fifth  report  presented  c  694 
Records,  public — see  County  of  Suffolk 
Reed,  David  K.— 

16  and  18  Vale  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  465 ;  order  passed  600 
Reed,  Edgar  L.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  209 
Reed,  Franklin  O.  et  al. — 

Mill  st.  (ward  4),  petition  for  street  lamp  a  442 
Reed,  George  M.  et  al. — 

Adams  st.,  corner  Park  st.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  533;  report 
574 
Reed,  William,  el  al. — 

Vacant  lot  junction  of  Tremont  and  Montgomery  sts.,  fence, 
petition  c  172,  a  174 
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Reed's  court  (Roxbury) — 

Sewer  :  order  passed  a  300 
Reeve,  William  R. — 

Linden  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  425;  permit  446 
Reeves,  William  R. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  13, 125 
Regan,  John  B. — 

Cancellation  of  bonds  for  estates  a  98 

Estates  forfeited,  taxes  remitted  a  127,  c  130,  a  159,  c  160 
Registrar,  city — see  Births,  marriages  and  deaths 
Registrars  of  voters — see  Elections 
Reilly,  Edward  F.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Remmer,  Bernard — 

123  West  Sixth  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  212 
Renfrew  street — 

Sidewalk :  No.  37  a  189,  212 

Edgestones :  petition  a  349 ;  order  passed  367 
Restieaux,  Thomas,  et  al. — 

Sumner  st.  (Dorchester) ,  lamps,  petition  a  349 

Sumner  st.,  at  Stoughton  st.,  crossing, petition  a  518 ;  report  534 
Revere,  Henry,  etal. — 

Thornton  st.,  petition  to  allow  coasting  a  649 
Revere  street  (ward  23)  — 

Sewer :  petition  a  109 

Report  and  order  of  notice  a  144 

Hearing  a  155 

Order  to  construct  a  212 

Edgestones,  gradiug,  etc.,  petition  a  258  ;  remonstrance  514 
Rewards — 

Incendiaries  c  436,  a  442,  516 
Reynolds,  Edward — ■ 

Blue  Hill  av.,  corner  Mt.  Seaver  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  456; 
order  passed  467 
Reynolds,  Frank  W.  (warden  St.  James  church)— 

Revere  St.  (Jamaica  Plain),  edgestones,  remonstrance  a  514 
Rhoades,  T.  M.  et  al.— 

King  st.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  349 
Rhodes,  A.  H.— 

Rockland  st.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  297;  order  passed  317 
Rice,  Augustus  M. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Rice,  E.  E.— 

Stable,  permit  a  48 
Rice  &  Hutchins — 

Troy  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  209 ;  order  passed  a  248 
Rice,  Samuel — ■ 

904-912  Harrison  av.,  retaining  wall,  petition  a  518 
Rich,  Richard — 

Maverick  st.  (ward  2),  stable,  petition  a  189;  permit  a  212 
Richards,  F.  G.— 

17  Brighton  st.  (Charlestown),  sidewalk,  petition  a  468;  order 
passed  500 
Richards,  Sylvester — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  junction  of  Blue  Hill  av. 
and  Norfolk  st.  to  Milton  line  (ward  24),  petition  a  327  ; 
permit  350 
Richardson,  Charles,  et  al. — 

Lincoln  St.,  paving,  petition  a  189;  order  passed  430 
Richardson,  Charlotte  A. — ■ 

13  Laurel  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  4S0  ;  order  passed  500 
Richardson,  F.  A. — 

Middlesex,  Castle  and  Emerald  sts.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  443; 
Older  passed  458 
Richardson,  Sarah  L.,  administratrix — ■ 

489,  491,  and  593  Saratoga  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  297 ;  order 
passed  317 
Richmond  street  (Dorchester) — 

Edgestones,  gutters,  petition  a  77  ;  remonstrance  a  109 

Stable  :  petition  a  4S0 

Telephone  poles:  between  Dorchester  av.  and  Washington  St., 
permit  a  589 
Richmond  street — 

Paving  between  Fulton  and  Commercial  sts.,  petition  a  456; 
order  passed  467 
Ricker,  B.  F.  et  al. — 

Rockland  St.,  water  pipe,  petition  a  443;    permit  458;    deed 
relating  to  same  a  574,  c  576 
Ricker,  Lewis  C— 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  No.  103  and  cellar  No.  20 
a  558 
Rickley,  Maria — 

Burroughs  St.,  sewer,  abatement  a  335 
Ridgeway  lane — 

Paving:  petition  a  400 
Riedell,  James  A.  et  al. — 

Newbury  St.,  macadamizing,  edgestones,  petition  a  59;   order 
passed  416 
Ring,  Albert  F. — 

Revere  st.  (ward  23),  sewer,  petition  a  109 

Elm  St.,  crossing  opposite  Hillside  school-house,  petition  a  241 
Ring,  Franklin — 

Ware  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  499 
Ring,  Margaret — 

Winship  st.  (Brighton),  grade  damages,  petition  a  365;  leave 
to  withdraw  574 


Ripley,  TV.  Y.— 

175  Blue  Hill  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  514 ;  order  passed  521 
Ritchie,  Uriah — 

Union  park,  declaration  respecting  deed  a  300 
River  street  (ward  24) — 
Grading,  etc.  a  43 
Widening :  damages  a  415,  425,  587 
Grade  damages  :  petition  a  514 
River  street — 

Grading  :  damages  a  456 
Plank  walk  :  petition  a  613 
Riverside  street- 
Stables:  petition  a  443;  permit  458 

AVooden  addition  to  building,  Nos.  20-22,  petition  a  591,  c  601 
Roach,  Richard — 

Pay  of  James  F.  Roach,  deceased  a  402,  c  405 
Roach,  Richard,  et  al. — 

Cooper  St.,  between  Charlestown  8t.  and  Stillman  pi.,  paving, 

petition  a  425 
North  Margin  st.  near  Lafayette  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  514 
Roanoke  avenue  (Jamaica  Plain) — 

Telegraph  posts  a  127 
Robbins,  Henry  C. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  400 
Robbins,  Nathan — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  cellar  No.  18,  a  44;  transfer7 
ofstalls97and  99,  a  690 
Robbins,  Nathan,  etal.— 

Commercial  st. ,  sewer  between  Prince  and  Hanover  sts. ,  macad- 
amizing, petition  a  365;    order  for  hearing  387;   hearing 
400 ;  order  passed  415 
Robbins,  Shepard  &  Co. — 

Tileston's  wharf,  dredging,  petition  a  297 
Roberts,  John,  heirs  of — 

117  Leverett  st.,  sidewalks,  petition,  a  174;  report  and  order  a  198 
Robertson,  John — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Robie,  John — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Robie,  John,  et  al. — 

Forest  Hills  avenue,  Sanford,  Temple,  and  Cedar  streets   (Dor- 
chester), petition  a  43 
Robinson  &  Emerton  — 

Passenger  wagon  from  Haymarket  square  to  Litchfield's  wharf, 
etc.,  petition  a  139 ;  permit  a  176 
Robinson,  Edward  F. — 

Nominated  assessor  c  92;  elected  a  93,  c  99 
Robinson,  George  E. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  No.  27  a  416 ;  transfer  of 
stall  No.  24,  and  cellar  No.  8  a  416 
Robinsou,  Hiram  B. — 

Brook  av.,  reconveyance  of  land,  petition  a  258 
Robinson,  J.  S.  et  al. — 

Avon  st.  (ward 23),  lamps,  petition  a  518 
Robinson,  L.  C. — 

15  Wendell  St.,  melting  furnaces,  petition  a  676  ;  permit  700 
Robinson,  W.  F.  &  Co.  et  al. — 

South  Market  6t.  east  of  Commercial  St.,  petition  to  renumber 
a  586 
Robinson,  Walter  S. — 

Warren  st.,  relocation,  $49  damages  a  212 
Roby,  W.  G.  &  Co.— 

52  Fulton  St.,  steam  engine,  petition,  order  notice  a  519  ;  hear- 
ing, permit  551 
Rockland  avenue — 

Edgestones  :  petition  a  456  ;  order  passed  467 
Rockland  street — 

Sidewalks:  petitions  a  297;  orders  passed  317 
Rockland  street  (ward  25)  — 
Petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 

Grading,  edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks :  order  passed  a  300 
Water  pipe  :  petition  a  443  ;  permit  458 
Sidewalk:  petition  a  465 ;  order  passed  483 
Rockview  street  (Jamaica  Plain) — 

Grading:  petition  a  327 
Rockwell  street  (ward  24)  — 

Grading,  sidewalks, etc.  ^petition  a  425 
Lamps  :  petition  a  425 
Rodocanachi,  J.  H. — 

Brookliue  av.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  209,  report  a  217 
Roe,  Edward  J.  et  al. — 

Culvert  St.,  macadamizing,  gutters,  sidewalks,  petition  a  155 
Rogers,  Abraham  T.,  councilman  (ward  22)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed  :   committee  on   treatment  of  poor  11  ;  surveyor's 

department  348 
Remarks : 

250th  anniversary  478 
Soup  for  the  poor  621 
Rogers,  Ellen  E.— 

Gardner  st.  (Brighton),  edgestones,  petition  a  258,  report  and 
order  a  281 
Rogers,  J.  Austin,  et  al. — 

Eliot  sq.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  213 
Rogers,  John — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
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Rogers,  John,  heirs  of — 

Keunard  av.,  sewer,  S3. 78  abatement  a  212 
Rogers,  Patrick  II. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  165,  c  161 

Station  st.  (Roxbury),  grading,  petition  a  383 
Rogers,  William  B.  et  al. — 

Institute  of  Technology  and  Natural  History  Society,  care  of 
and  adornment  of  grounds,  petition  a  174,  c  181 
Rogers  avenue  (ward  22)  — 

Wooden  building :  movement  from  West  Chester  park  to  near 
Bay  View  pi.,  petition  a  543 ;  permit  558 
Rothe,  Michael,  devisees  of — 

South  St.,  widening,  §9400  damages,  order  passed  a  335 
Roundy,  William  A. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Rowe,  Joseph  II.— 

Childs  st.  (ward  23),  sewer,  petition  a  456 
Rowe,  Joseph  H.  et  al. — 

Childs  st.,  lamps,  petition  a  468 
Rowe,  Joseph  R. — ■ 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Rowland,  Mrs.  Anna — 

Cumston  pi., edgestones, sidewalks, petition  a  480 ;  order  passed  500 
Roxbury  canal— 

Abating  nuisance  a  47,  c  49,  71,  a  128,  c  130,  a  210,  c  220,  a  666, 
c  670, a  681, c  692 

Injury  to  wharf  by  dredging,  petition  a  93,  c  96 

Order  from  State  to  dredge  a  241 

Harbor-master — see  Harbor 
Roxbury  Gaslight  Company — 

Contract  authorized  a  214 

East  Chester  park  extension,  damages  a  352 
Roxbury  street — 

Sprinkling:  petition  a  213 

"  Portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Royce,  Burnham  — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Rudolph,  Fred,  et  al. — 

Petition  for  lamps  a  13 
Ruggles  street — 

Sidewalks  :  from  Shawmut  av.  to  Cabot  st.,  petition  a  59 
At  142,  petition  a  425  ;  order  passed  447 

Stable:  No.  164,  petition  a  586;  permit  616 
Rules  and  orders — 

Joint  special  committee  a  2 

Of  aldermen — of  1879,  adopted  2 ;  committee  2  ;  report  12 

Of  council — of  1879,  adopted  3;  committee  3;  report  6  ;  adopted 
7,  23,  37,  53 

Joint— of  lb79 — adopted  a  2,  c  3 ;  report  c  7  ;  adopted  c  7,  a  12, 
14,  c  18,  23,  a  26;  amendment  c  542,  a  543 

Anteroom  of  board  of  aldermen  reserved  a  15,  30 

Recess  during  elections  c  67 

Thirteenth  joint  rule  c  74 

Reducing  motions  to  writing  c  411,  420 

Decisions  on  points  of  order: — 

Council — accepting  a  report  adopts  it  c  18,  19 

Debate  not  in  order  when  solving  a  doubt  c  54 
Reports  of  nominating  committees  not  subject  to  further 

action  c  121,  153 
Election  of  assistant  assessors  on  separate  ballots  c  160 
Right  of  member  not  voting  to  give  notice  of  motion  to 
reconsider  576,  581 
Rumery,  William  M. — 

Essex  St.,  extension,  $3950  damages  a  402 
Russell,  Henry  S. — 

Police  commissioner,  resignation  a  155 
Russell,  Julia — 

198  West  Ninth  St.,  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  a  145 
Russell,  Samuel  II.  et  al. — 

Doaue  St.,  repairs,  etc.,  petition  a  465 
Rust,  William  A. — 

Elected  member  of  school  committee  a  665 
Rutherford  avenue — 

Crosswalk  :  petition  a  174 

Driveway  into  estate,  petition  a  297 

Claims :  Margaret  Maloney ,  injuries,  petition  a  276,  c  283 ;  leave 
to  withdraw  a  388,  c  390 
Mary  Maloney,  injuries,  petition  a  295 

Wooden  building :  petition  a  327,  c  337 ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 

Lamp  :  between  Nos.  61  and  03,  petition  a  456 

Stable :  near  Lincoln  St.,  petition  a  586  ;  permit  616 
Rutland  street — 

Passage-way  leading  to    Concord  St.,  removal  of  tree,  petition 
a  456;  leave  to  withdraw  534 
Ryan,  J.  T.  et  al.— 

Old  Roxbury  canal,  abatement  of  nuisance,  report  a  128,  c  130 
Ryder,  Christopher  C. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Ryder,  F.  W.  &  Son,  et  al.— 

Windsor  St.,  plank  walk,  petition  a  668 
Ryereon,  S.  C. — 

171  Blue  Hill  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  514  ;  order  passed  621 

Safford,  James  O.  &  Co. — 

Interest  on  money  held  under  trustee  process,  petition  a  13, 
c  16  ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  96,  c  99 


Sagamore  street  (Dorchester) — 

Grading  a  26 
Salaries- 
Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  13 
Report  of  committee  on  salaries  a  123,  c  136, 149,  a  156 
Inspector  of  vinegar  a  241,  c  249,  396,  411,  a  415,  467 
Inspector  of  milk  a  299 

Superintendent  of  Charles-river  bridge  a  514,  c  623,  536 
Deputy  collectors,  petition  for  increase  a  26 ;  order  c  675,  a  677, 

c692 
Assistant  registrars   of   voters  and  clerks,   $2000    additional 

c  564, a  568,  587, c  601 
Superintendents  of  Chelsea  bridge  (north)  a  403,  c  405,  504, 
523,  548,  a  554,  587,  c  601,  625,  a  629,  c  652,  670,  a  676 
Salem  street  (Charlestown) — 

Omnibuses:   extension  of  route  to  Sullivan  sq.,  petition  a  466  ; 
referred  to  next  board  of  aldermen  700 
Sanborn,  Mary  A. — 

Williams  st.  (ward  24) ,  stable,  petition  a  533 ;  permit  547 
Sanford  street  (Dorchester)  — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 
Saratoga  street — 

Sidewalks  :  petition  a  139 

Nos.  489-493,  petition  a  297;  order  passed  317 
Revised  grade  :  order  passed  to  establish  between  Bremen  and 

Moore  sts.  a  300 
Wooden  building  :  movement  from  No.  64  to  Border  St.,  petition 
a  327  ;  permit  367 
Moving  to  Curtis  st.,  petition  a  468 
Plank  walk,  etc.  a  59 
Culvert :  petition  a  443  ;  report  471 

G  rading :  between  Moore  and  Wordsworth  sts.,  order  passed  a  458 
Saunders,  O.  L.— 

Camden  st.,  between  Tremont  st.  and  Providence  R.R.  grade, 
petition  c  648,  a  554 ;  report  a  614,  c  621 
Savin  Hill  avenue — 

Tracks :  order  of  notice  a  317 ;  hearing  349 ;  permit  404 
Sawin,  John  P. — 

Appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  109 
Deceased  a  365 
Sawyer,  Henry  N.,  councilman  (ward  24)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Elected  :  finance  committee  7 

Appointed  :  committee  on  streets  11 ;  treatment  of  poor  11 ;  pav- 
ing 11  ;  celebration  of  250th  anniversary  49 
Remarks : 

Street  crossings  20 
lamb's  map  of  Boston  21 
Assessors'  department  58 
Notices  of  committee  meetings  99 
Appropriation  bill  184 
250th  anniversary  228,  463 
'  Square  at  Meeting-house  Hill  229,  295 
Stony  brook  272 
Street  nomenclature  273 
Printing  registration  laws  274 
Charlestown  almshouse  284 
Free  use  of  ward-rooms  418 
Committee  on  legislative  matters  564,  578 
Repeal  of  charter  provision  for  general  meetings  of  legal 

voters  565 
Pay  of  laborers  for  thanksgiving  584 
Enlargement  of  City  hospital  605 
Soup  for  the  poor  621 
Revised  ordinances  641,  654 
Treatment  of  the  poor  672 
Sawyer,  Henry  N. — 

Thomley,  corner  Pleasant  St.  (ward  24) ,  stable,  petition  a  213 
586;  permit  616 
Sawyer,  Henry  N.  et  al. — 

Faneuil  Hall,  use  of,  petition  a  349,  456;  report  in  favor  471 
Sawyer,  Horace  A. — 

Appointed  culler  of  hoops  and  staves  a  214,  c  222 
Sawyer,  John  P. — 

24  Harvard  St.,  projection  of  lantern,  petition  a  241 ;  permit 
a  281 
Sawyer,  Nathan,  councilman  (ward  18) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  claims  11 ;  printing  11 ;  public  institu- 
tions 11 ;  funeral  of  councilman  Perkins  634 
Remarks  : 

First  assistant  assessors  147 
Removing  fences  enclosing  publio  grounds  268 
250th  anniversary  454,  475 
Revised  ordinances  661 
Scales,  city — 

Superintendents  appointed  a  189 
Quarterly  report  north  scales  a  28,  245 
Scales,  Lucy  D.,  heirs  of — 

Washington  st.  (Brighton),  relocation,  $225.75  damages  a  46 
Schafer,  John  W.  A. — 

15  Mechanic  st.,  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  petition  a  109 
Schleicher,  John,  et  al. — 

Benton  st.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  155 
School  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 
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School  street  (Charlestown) — 

Vacant  land,  sale  authorized  a  143 
Schools — 

Public  instruction,  joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 
Topics  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 
Furniture,  repairs,  etc.,  authorized  a  30,  c  31,  54 
Conventions  of  board  of  aldermen  and  school  committee  a  62, 

471,  499 
Prince,  additional  accommodations  c  5,  a  247,  c  249,  272,  a  664, 

c670 
Additional  appropriation — see  Appropriations 
Powers  of  school-committee — see  Legislative  matters 
Evening  schools  c  32,  a  43,  95,  c  99 
Chapman  school-house  c  40,  a  43 
Cottage  pi.  school-house  c  90,  a  93,  c  122,  a  125 
Milldam  primary  school  building  c  90,  a  93,  c  122,  a  125 
Mason  st.  building,  safe  or  vault  c  90,  a  93,  c  324,  341,  a  349 
East  Boston  high  school  c  106,  a  110 ;  see  Buildings 
School  taxes — see  Taxes 

Wall-street  school  nuisance  a  116,  c  120,  136 
School  expenditures   printing  argument  of  J.   L.    Stackpolo 

c 123, a  125, c  238,  a  243 
Sanitary  condition  of  Sherwin  and  other  school-houses  a  109, 

c  120, 137,  a  140,  c  146,  a  177,  c  181,  201,  a  211 
Primary  school  near  Ashmont  station  c  238,  a  243,  665 
Egleston-square  grammar  school-house  a  247,  c  249,  292 
Primary  school-house  in  vicinity  of  Elmo  st.  c  256,  272,  a  276, 

c  423,  a  426,  665 
Primarv  school-house  in  vicinity  of  Seventh  and  D  sts.,  c  256, 

a  258 
Inquiry  respecting  contracts  c  364,  a  365  ;  report  a  664,  c  670 
Truants  and  absentees  from  school — see  Institutions 
Statue  of  "Victory,"  c410,  a  415,  c  420,  a  427 
Lowell  district  c  490,  a  499,  c  504 
Dillaway  district  c  490,  a  499,  c  504 
Wall-st.  school  c  490,  a  499 
West  Newton  st.,  city  land,  request  for  school-house  referred 

a  109,  c  120 ;  report,  referred  to  next  city  council  a  515,  c  523 
Lincoln  school-house,  enlargement  of  yard,  request  referred 

a  109,  c  120  ;  report  inexpedient  a  352,  c  354 
Egleston  sq.  school-house,  drainage  a  109,  c  137 
Howe  primarv,  petition  of  teachers  for  sidewalks  on  Fifth  St., 

between  B  and  C  sts.,  a  174 ;  report  aud  order  a  198 
Franklin  school-house,   request  of  school    committee  for  new 

floors  and  new  blackboards  a  1S9,  c  200 
School-houses,  additional  appropriations  c  503,  a  514, 519,  c  523, 

536,  a  665,  c  670,  a  681,  c  692 
English  High  and  Latin  school  building: 

Window  glass  a  112,  c  120, 136 

Request  that  walls  be  tinted  c  536,  a  543 

Evening  high  school,  request  for  rooms  a  213,  c  220,  a  515, 
519,694 

Request  for  inscription  upon   Latin  school-house  a  383, 
c390 

Gift  of  marble  group  by  H.  P.  Kidder  a  568,  c  576,  a  5S8, 
c601 

South-end  branch  library  a  587,  591,  c  601,  622,  638,  a  649 
Prince-st.  school-house,  request  for  window  ventilators  a  213, 

c220 
Lawrence  school-house,  request  for  improvements  a  213,  c  220 

Defective  drainage,  claim,  leave  to  withdraw  a  280,  c  283 
Adams  school-house,  request  for  master's  office  a  213,  c  220  ; 

report  inexpedient  c  295,  a  297 
Buuker  hill  school-house,  request  for  master's  office  a  213, 

c  220;  report  inexpedient  c  295,  a  297 
School-houses  in  sixth  division,  request  for  water-closets  and 

sinks  a  213,  c  220 
Bigelow  school-house,  request  for  ventilation  a  213,  c  220 
Shurtleff  and  Norcross  school-houses,  request  for  ventilating 

flues  a  213,  c  220 
Lincoln,  Gaston  and  Andrew  school-houses,  request  for  heating 

and  ventilating  apparatus  a  213,  c  220 
Hillside  school-house,  request  for  water-closets  and  ventilation 

ofcellara213,  c  220 
Central  school,  request  for  repairs  in  yard  and  building  a  213, 

c  220 
Wall  st.  school-house,  notice  of  abandonment  a  276,  c  283 
Attachment  of  filter  to  water-pipes  in  school-houses,  petition 

a  383.  c  390 
Thetford  av.  school-house,  furniture,  petition  a  383,  c  390 
Eustis  st.  primary  school-house,  sanitary  condition,  complaint 

a  383, c  390 
Avon-pl.  school,  additional  accommodations,  petition  a  383, 

c  390;  report  a  515,  c  523 
King-st.   primary  school,   drainage,  grade    of   yard,   petition 

a  468, c  475 
Loan  of  text-books  to  pupils,  petition  a  468,  c  475  ;  report  re- 
ferred a  664,  c  670 
Ticknor  school-house,  evening  school,  petition  a  518,  c  523 
Gaston  district,  primary  site,  order  passed  a  555,  c  559,  576 
Sale  of  impure  prints— see  Police 
Members  of  school  committee  elected,  report  a  665 
Prince  school-house,  enlargement  of  yard,  petition  c  601,  a  613 
Blossom-st.  Primary   school-house,  purchase   of  laud  in   rear, 

petition  c  601,  a  613;    referred   to  next  city  government 

a  664,  c  670 


Dorchester   (Everett)   district,  additional   primary  school  ac- 
commodations, petition  c  601,  a  613 
Tileston  school,  water  pipe  through  yard,  order  passed  a  630, 

c  635 
Shurtleff  school-house  estate,  iron  fence,  petition  a  258;  boun- 
dary adjusted  a  666,  c  670 
Limitation  of  expenditures   to   appropriations  c  674,   a  678, 

c  694, a  700 
Reorganization  of  school  committee  a  681;  indefinitely  post- 
poned c  693 
Sohwarz,  Louis  B. — 

Refunding  taxes  a  13,  c  16  ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  665,  c  670 
Scollard,  John  J.— 

Contestant  of  seat  of  John  E.  Bowker  (ward  16),  c  6,  32 
Scott,  W.— 

2132  Washington  St., hoisting  beam,  petition  a  139 
Scribner,  Lucy  Ella — 

10  Cedar  st.    (Charlestown),  sidewalk,  petition   a  258;  report 

and  order  a  281 
Sealer  of  weights  and  measures — see  Weights  and  Measures 
Sears,  George  T. — 

Blackstone   Bank  building,  druggist's  mortar,  petition  a  327  ; 
permit  352 
Sears,  J.  Henry — 

East  Chester  park  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  213 
Sears,  J.  Henry  et  al. — 

Humphrey,  Boston  and  Cottage  sts.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  230 
East  Chester  park,  from  Albany  st.  to  Five  Corners,   grading, 
etc.,  petition  a  258 
Seaver,  Frederick — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Seaver,  Jacob  W. — 

Washington  st.  (ward  23)  edgestones,  petition   a  327;   order 
passed  350 
Seaver,  Nathaniel,  et  al. — 

Maverick  sq.   (E.B.),  removal  of  urinal,  petition  a  425,  c  436; 
report  a  547 , c  548 
Seaver,  N. — 

Liverpool  St.,  removal  of  tracks,  petition  a  456 
Seaver,  Robert  &  Sons,  et  al. — 

Manning's  Hill,  Centre  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  petition   to  allow 
coasting  a  649 
Seaver,  William — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Seaver  street — 

Plan  of  land  between  Warren   St.,  Blue  Hill   av.,   Seaver  St., 
Walnut  av.,  Townsend  St.,  petition  a  174,  c  181 
Seaverns,  Daniel — 

11  Sheridan  av.,  stable,  petition  a 209  ;  permit  a  216 
Seaverns  avenue — 

Grading,  gravelling  a  26 

Macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  a  93 ;  order  passed  403 
Sidewalk  :  remonstrance  a  456 ;  leave  to  withdraw  467 
Second  street — 

Stables :  petition  a  124  ;  permit  a  159 

petition  514;  permit  534 
Sewer  :  petition  a  139,  c  146 
Petroleum,  etc. :  license  a  197 

Grading  and  gravelling:  between  P  and  Q  sts.,  order  passed  a 317 
Seventh  street — 

Macadamizing  :  between  B  and  D  sts.  a  43 

Primary  school-house  :  between  C  aud  D  sts.  c  256,  a  253,  c  398, 

a  400 
Sidewalk  :  corner  C  St.,  order  passed  a  317 
Edgestone,  sidewalk  :  petition  a  349 ;  order  passed  367 
Sewall  Day  Cordage  Company — 

Parker  St.,  crosswalks,  petition  a  26;  leave  to  withdraw  a  47 
Sewers — 

Standing  committee  a  12 

Annual  report  of  superintendent  a  62 

Superintendent  elected  a  64,  c  S7 

Drainage  of  Muddy  river  a  266 

Damages  :  petition  of  James  B.  Smith  c  106 

Front  of  old  poor-house  estate  (Dorchester),  §544.78  transfer 

a  177,  clSl,201 
Lewis  wharf  corporation,  sewage  deposits  in  dock,  petition  a  258 
Sewer  improvements  at  East  Boston,  petition  a  327 
Taking  lands  of  Cora  L.  Shaw,  William  Gray  and  others,  order 

notice  a  500 ;  hearing  518 
Adams  St.,  hearing  a  276;  order  passed  282 
Allston  St.,  between  Melville  av.  aud  Mather  St. ,  order  notice 

a  415  ;  heariug  426  ;  order  passed  446 
Auburn  st.,  abatement  a  77,  98,  335 
Burroughs  St.,  abatements  a  47,  98,  335  :  assessment  9S 
Brook  av.,  reconveyance  of  land,  petition  of  II.  B.  Robinson 

a  258 
Blue  Hill  av.,  between  Quincy  st.  and  Lawrence  av.,  petition 

a  551 
C  st.,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  sts.,  petition  a  425 
Cazeuove  place,  petition  a  102;  order  notice  144;  hearing  155; 

order  passed  212 
Cambridge  st.  (Brighton),  abatements  a  112,  55S 
Camden  st.,  Metropolitan  R.  Co.,  petition  a  213;  hearing  276; 

order  passed  282 
Chelsea  st.  (Charlestown),  between  Perry  aud  Medford  6ts., 

petition  a  213 
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Centre  and  Pond  sts.,  appeals  from  assessments,  a  324,  2V6; 

petition,  request  for  special  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 

333,  473;  abatement  144,  174,  574;  assessment  144 
Centre  St.,  between  Lamartine  and  Wise  place,  petition  a  276; 

order  notice  317 ;  hearing  327  ;  order  passed  402 
11  Commercial  aud  other  streets,"  hearing  a  276 
Commercial,  between  Shamrock  and  Linden  sts.,  order  passed 

a  350 
Commercial,  between  Prince  and  Hanover  sts.,  "  macadamiz- 
ing," petition  a  365;  order  notice  387;  hearing  400;  order 

passed  415 
Chilils  St.,  abatement  a  335 
Coleman  st.  (Dorchester) ,  petition  a  456 
Childs  st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  456  ;  order  of  notice  500;  hearing 

514 ;  order  passed  534 
Centre  st.  to  Orchard  St.,  remonstrance  a  465;  order  notice  467 
Crawford  St.,  petition  a  468 ;  report  500 
Cambridge  St.  (Brighton),  abatement  a  472 
Change  av.,  abatement  and  assessment  a  515 
Downer  st.  (Roxbury)  ,petitiona241 ;  hearing  276;  order  passed 

300 
Downer  St.,  discharge  into  Brookline  sewer  a  266 
Downer  av.,  petition  a  13;  order  notice  216,  230  ;  hearing  241 
Dix  St.,  petition  a  425;  order  notice  446;  hearing  456;  order 

passed  467 
Devon  St.,  between  Blue  Hill  av.  and  Warren   St.,  petition 

a  425  ;  order  passed  446 
Elmore  st.  and  Walnut  av.,  petition  a  174;  hearing  276;  order 

passed  300 
Essex  st.,  extension  (formerly  South-st.  court),   order  notice 

a  415  ;  hearing  426  ;  order  passed  446 
Ellery  St.,  petition  a  443 
East  Fifth  St.,  125  ft.  from  O  St.,  petition  a  468 :  order  notice 

500;  hearing  514  ;  order  passed  534 
Enfield  st.    (W.R.),  petition   a  465;   order  for  hearing  472; 

hearing  480  ;  order  passed  500 
Francis  St.,  discharge  into  Brookline  sewer  a  266;  damages  402 
Forest  Hills  St.,  petition  a  174  ;  hearing 276;  order  passed  335 
1'ort  av.,  petition  a  414,  425  ;  order  notice  415  ;  hearing  426 
Foster  St.,  petition  a  514  ;  order  passed  520 
Greenwich  place  (ward  24).  petition  a  258;  order  notice  282; 

hearing  297  ;  order  passed  317 
Glen  road,  petition  a  443  ;  order  for  hearing  458;  hearing  465; 

order  passed  472 
Gaston  St.,  abatement  a  558 
Greenwood  av.  (ward  23) ,  a  568 
Harwich  st., petition  and  ordernotice  a  435 ;  hearing  443;  order 

passed  458 
Uaucock  st.  (Charlestown),  petition  a  414;  order  notice  415; 

hearing  426  ;  order  passed  429 
Holbrook  st.,  petition  a  468 ;  remonstrance  499 
Hunchman  St.,  petition  a  499  ;  order  passed  500 
Heath  st.,  petition  a  543 
High  st.  (Charlestown),  petition  a  586;  order  notice  617  ;  hearing 

629 
Jamaica  St.,  abatement  a  98 
Knapp  St.,  petition  a  468  ;  order  passed  472 
Kennard  av.,  abatements  a  212,  335,  547,  558 

Assessments  a  335,  547,  558 
Linden  st.  (ward  24),  petition  a  124  ;  order  notice  144  ;  hearing 

155  ;  order  passed  350 
Lincoln  st.  (ward  24) ,  petition  a  230  ;  hearing  270  ;  order  passed 

282 
Lee  st.  (ward  23),  between   Childs  and  Keyes  sts.,  petition 

a  241;  remonstrance  258;  order  notice  282;  hearing  297; 

order  passed  317 
Linden  st.  (Brighton),  abatement  a  472 
Myrtle  st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  124  ;  order  notice  144  ;  hearing 

155;  order  passed  212 
Melville  av.,  petition  a  414;   order  notice  415;   hearing  426; 

order  passed  446 
North  square,  abatement  and  assessment  a  47 
Ninth  aud  M  sts.,  abatement  a  77,  144 
Neponset  av.,  from  Walnut  and  Taylor  sts.,  petition  a  270; 

Older  notice  317  ;  hearing  327 
New  Lamartine  St. ,  petition  a  508  ;  order  notice  617 ;  hearing  629 
Orchard  st.  (W.R.),  petition  a  456;  remonstrance  465;  order 

notice.  467  ;  hearing  468 
Park  st.  (ward  24),  petition  a  109;  order  notice  144;  hearing 

155 ;  order  passed  212 
Phillips  St.,  abatement  and  assessment  a  98 
Pleasant  st.  (ward  24),  between  Pond  and  Pearl  sts.,  petition 

n  241 ;  hearing  'J76 ;  order  passed  282 
Palmer  st.,  petition  a  258;  order  notice  282;  hearing  297;  order 

passed  300 
Pond  and  Centre  sts.,  appeals  from  assessments  a  124,  276; 

petition,  request  for  special  committee,  leave  to  withdraw 

333,  473;  abatement  144,  174,  574;  assessment  144 
Parker  st.  (Charlestown),  petition  a  297;  order  notice  317; 

remonstrance  327 ;  hearing  327 ;  order  passed  415 
Porter  St.,  relaying  from  Bremen  st  to  outlet,  petition  a  297 
Pembroke  St.,  between  Tremont  st.  and  Columbus  sq.,  petition 

a  349 
Pembroke  st.,  from  Warren  av.  to  No.  95,  ordernotice  a  402; 

hearing  414;  order  passed  415 
Parker  st.  (Charlestown),  petition  a  456 


Pearl  st.  (Dorchester),  petition  a  533;  order  notice  534;  hearing 

543 ;  order  passed  547 
Revere  st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  109;  ordernotice  144;  hearing 

155 ;  order  passed  212 
Reed's  court  (Roxbury),  order  passed  a  300 
Reading  St.,  petition  a  443 
Sunderland  st.   (ward  21),  petition  a  124;  order  notice  144; 

hearing  155 
Second  St.,  petition  a  139 
St.  James  av.,  petition  a  414;  ordernotice  415;  hearing  426; 

order  passed  446 
Spring  lane  (W.R.),  abatement  a  472 
Tremont  St.,  near  Phillips  St.,  petition  a  327  ;  order  notice  402  ; 

hearing  414 ;  order  passed  415 
Tremont  st. ,  abatement  and  assessment  a  98;  hearing  a  276; 

order  passed  300 
Tileston"s  wharf,  dredging,  petition  a  297 
Upton  st.,  surface  drain,  petition  a  109 
Walnut  av.  and  Elmore  St.,  petition  a  174 ;  hearing  276  ;  order 

passed  300 
Wilmont  St.,  petition  a  109;  order  notice  144;   hearing  155; 

order  passed  300 
Ward  st.,  abatement  aud  assessment  a  47,  446 
Woodman  St.,  abatement  a  112,  586,  664 
Washington  St.,  Nos.  375-377,  appeal  from  assessment  a  124; 

Nos.  407-409,  appeal  from  assessment  a  124,  144 
Washington,  between  Ruggles  and  Eustis  sts.,  petition   155; 

hearing  276 ;  order  passed  282 
West  Canton  St.,  west  of  Columbus  av.,  repair,  petition  a  230; 

order  passed  335 
Washington  st.  (ward  24),  from  School  to  Harvard  St.,  peti- 
tion a  276 
White  av.,  (W.R.),  between  Woodman  and  Centre  sts.,  order 

notice  a  467  ;  hearing  468 
Walden  st.,  petition  a  543 
Improved  sewerage — 

Joint  special  committee  a  2,  c  4,  312 

Roxbury  canal,  abating  nuisance  a  47,  c  49,  71,  a  128,  c  130, 
a  210, c  220 
Injury  to  wharf  by  dredging,  petition  a  93,  c  99 
S3000  to  lloblitzell,  Condon,  &  Hoblitzell  a  94,  c  99 
Committee  authorized  to  continue  construction  a  94,  c  99 
Ordinance  respecting  boats  and  lighters  c  146,  a  156,  c  173, 

a  174 
Right  to  use  excavating  machinery  a  199,  c  200,  224,  a  243 
Removal  of  fire  reservoir  a  317,  c  319 
Taking  land  in  Quincy  a  520,  c  523,  a  551,  c  559 
Mt.  Vernon  St.  (ward  24),  damages  a  189,  c  200,  a 315,  c  319, 

a  353,  c  354 
Wareham  and  Plympton  sts.,  damages  a  189,  c  200,  a  315, 

c319 
Personal  injuries,  petition  of  .lohn  Joyce  a  365,  e  370;  leave 
to  withdraw  a  690,  c  692 
Petition  of  Robert  Thompson  a  400,  c  405;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  690, c  692 
Hampshire  st. ,  damages,  petition  a  468,  c  475 ;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  589, c  601 
Dorchester  av.,  damages,  petition  a  4^8,  c  475 
Modification  of  contract  for  building  Dorchester  bay  tunnel 

authorized  c  674,  a  676 
Injuries  to  business,  petition  of  Charles  II.  Carr,  a  468, 

c  475 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  690,  c  692 
Widening  Commercial  St.,  payment  for  drains  a  688 
Seventeenth  of  June — see  Boston  celebrations 
Sexton,  John — 

150  Athens  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  543 
Seymour,  Robert  G.  et  al. — 

Ruggles  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  59 
Shannuhan,  Michael — 

Lee  St.,  sewer,  remonstrance  a  258 
Shapleigh,  J.  W.— 

90  West  Cottage  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  349,  order 
passed  367 
Shapleigh,  J.  W.  &  J.  M  — 

262  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  443;  order  passed 
458 
Shapleigh,  S.  &  J.  W.— 

258  and 260  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petitiou  a  241 
Shanghnessy,  Thomas  F'. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Shaw,  Cora  L.— 

Taking  lands,  order  of  notice  a  500 
Shaw,  G.  Edward- 
Deceased,  payment  of  due  to  widow  c  648,  a  649 
Shaw,  Geosge  A. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  120,  a  124,  c  130,  a  139,  c  147, 
a  156,  c  160, a  175,  c 181 
Shaw,  George  A.  et  al. — 

Blue  Hill  av.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  59 
Shaw,  Joseph  P. — 

Eliot  St.,  corner  Eliot  place  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  230 
Shaw,  Joseph  P.  et  al. — 

Green  St.,  crosswalk  at  Brookside  av.,  petition  a  139 
Shaw,  Mrs.  Pauline  A. — 

Cottage   place  school-house,   kindergarten  school  c  90,  a  93, 
cl22 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  CITT  COUNCIL. 


LIII 


Shaw,  William — 

Dix  st.,  sewer,  petition  a  425;  order  notice  446;  hearing  456; 
order  passed  467 
Shawmut  avenue — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  109,  c  120,  a  246,  c  249,  694,  a  700 

No.  197,  taxes,  estate  forfeited  a  112,  c  120 

Steam  engine:  at  No.  824,  petition  and  order  of  notice  a  126; 

hearing  174;  permit  146 
No.  327,  lantern  and  druggist's  mortar  a  174, 197 
Telegraph  poles:  petition  a  349 

Drinking  fountain  :  junction  Tremont  street,  petition  a  413 
Crossing:  at  German  Catholic  church,  petition  a  499;  report 
521 
Shay,  Thomas — 

65  Bartlett  st.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  241 ;  permit  402 
Shea,  James  B. — 

Essex  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  629,  c  635 
Shea,  John — 

Appointed:  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  139;  public  weigher 
a  139 
Shea,  Mary- 
Personal  injuries  a  13,  c  16 
Shea,  Patrick  H.— 

Kennard  av.,  sewer,  abatement  a  212,  335 
Shedd,  Albert  A.  et  al.— 

O  st.,  between  Fourth  st.  and  Broadway,  edgestones,  sidewalks, 
petition  a  543 
Sheehan,  David  H. — 

Pay  for  services,  petition  a  59,  c  66;  leave  to  withdraw  a  S4, 
c86 
Shelhamer,  Victoria — 

127  West  Sixth  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  258;  report 
and  order  a  2S1 
Shepard,  Harvey  N.,  councilman  (ward  1) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Elected  :  president  of  common  council  2 

Manager  Old  South  Association  c  18,  a  29 
Appointed:    committee    on    harbor   defences    44;     funeral   of 

councilman  Perkins  634 
Remarks : 

Addresses  2,  696 

Death  of  councilman  Joseph  Healy  219 
Death  of  councilman  Perkins  634 
Death  of  councilman  DanielJ.  Sweeney,  jr.  669 
Shepard  street  (Brighton) — 

Edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks,  between  Union  and  Washington 
sts. ;  also  macadamizing ;  order  passed  a  300 
Sheppard,  Patrick  F. — 

16  Hayward  pi.,  projection  of  lantern,  petition  a  213:  permit 
a  246 
Sheridan  avenue — 

Stable :  petition  a  209 ;  permit  a  216 
Sherman,  Amory  F. — 

Poplar  St.  corner  Albion  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  383; 
permit  415 
Sherman,  Samuel  S. — 

Constable,  bond  approved  a  62 

Appointed  constable  a  481;  reconsideration  and  rejection  485 
Sherwin,  Thomas — 

Nominated  and  elected  collector  of  taxes  a  280,  c  292 
Shuman,  A.  &  Co. — 

440  Washington  St.,  lamp-post,  petition  a  443;  permit  a  458 
Shurtleff,  Augustine,  et  al.— 

Rutherford  av.,  crosswalk  at  Lincoln  St.,  petition  a  174 
Sibley,  Edwin,  councilman  (ward  5)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  joint  rules  and  orders  3,  542 ;  rules 
and  orders  of  common  council  3;  common  11;  surveyor's 
department  11 
Elected :  director  for  public  institutions  a  29,  c  31 
Remarks : 

Rules  and  orders  of  common  council  6,  38,  53 

Joint  rules  and  orders  10, 19 

Old  State  House  17 

Assessors'  department  58 

Recess  during  elections  67 

Decoration  of  army  and  navy  monument  91 

Pay  of  laborers  106 

Salaries  of  city  officers  149 

Badges  152 

Extension  of  Broadway  170 

Bridge  to  Charlestown  181,  205 

Appropriation  bill  183 

Death  of  Joseph  Kenney  203 

Second  assistant  assessors  208 

City  forester's  greenhouse  220,  233 

Fourth  of  July  celebration  223,  355 

Trustees  of  City  hospital  273 

New  court-house  311 

Barrel  wagons  338,  356 

Reducing  motions  to  writing  420 

Flagstaff  on  Lewis  park  421 

250th  anniversary  441,  478 

Discharging  of  vessels  in  the  stream  475 

Repairs  on  the  council  chamber  476 

Public  parks  541 


Pay  of  laborers  for  thanksgiving  584 

Death  of  councilman  Perkins  633 
Silloway,  Charles  E.— 

Appointed  second  assistant  city  messenger  a  189,  c  200 
Sim,  Agnes  D. — 

Albany  St.,  at  Oak  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  189,  c  200 
Simmons,  Simon — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Simms,  Sarah — ■ 

Auburn  St.,  sewer,  abatement  a  335 
Simonds,  David — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  No.  58  a  128 

Columbia  st.,  relocation  between  Blue  Hill  av.  and  Washington 

st.,  S225  damages  a  352 
Simonton  &  Gill,  et  al. — 

Bunker  Hill  st.,  crossing  from  Marion  St.,  petition  c  410,  a  413 
Simpson,  Thomas  J.  et  al. — 

Tudor  st.,  from  C  to  D   St.,  sidewalks,  etc.,  petition  a  139; 

order  passed  317 
Sinclair,  A.  T.— 

Fuller  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  349;  permit  367 
Sinking  funds — 

Commissioner  elected  a  212,  c  222 

Appropriations  required  a  97 

Annual  report  c  307 

Commissioner  requested  to  report  c  347,  a  349 

Notice  of  demand  on  treasurer  to  make  good  deficiency,  referred 

a  5S6,  c  601 ;  communication  from  treasurer,  referred  a  614, 

c  621 ;  report,  order  passed  directing  city  solicitor  to  take 

action  to  recover  deficiency  c  648,  a  649 
Sixth  street — 
Paving  a  189 

South  Boston  Railroad  Co.,  temporary  track  a  258,  281 
Skillings,  D.  N.— 

Newbury  St.,  extension,  S10000  damages  a  111 

Heirs,    extension   of  Newbury  st.,    S10000    damages    a  265; 

assumption  of  taxes  a  317,  c  319,  340 
Skinner,  Frank  H.  et  al. — 

Marlborough  St.,  macadamizing  petition  a  13 

872  Marlborough  st.,   edgestones,   sidewalks,   petition   a.  425 ; 

order  passed  447 
Skinner,  J.  H.  et  al. — 

Sagamore  st.  (Dorchester),  grading,  petition  a  26 
Slack,  Walter  S.— 

62i  Leverett  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  189,  c  200 
Slade,  Lucius,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:    committee  on  improved  sewerage  2;  state  aid  2; 

joint  rules  and  orders  2,  543;    armories  12;  markets  12; 

paving  12;   public   buildings  12  ;   public  institutions  12; 

public   library  13;   salaries  13;   inspection  of  prisons  15; 

cheap  postage  13  ;  Faneuil  Hall  and  county  buildings  30; 

new  court-house  15 ;  revision  of  charter  44 ;  care  of  hydrants 

211;  funeral  of  alderman  Bell  231;    fourth  of   July  243 

seventeenth  of  June  248;  state  election  returns  545  ;  mu 

nicipal  election  returns  663 
Remarks : 

Record  for  employment  of  laborers  43 

Record  for  superintendent  of  streets  44 

Waste  of  water  S2 

Bridge  to  Charlestown  83,  96 

Legislative  matters  93 

Sale  of  lands  95 

City  hospital  110 

City  engineer  129 

Sherwin  school-house  140 

South  Boston  railroad  179 

Appropriation  bill  192 

Pay  of  laborers  197,  304 

Death  of  alderman  Bell  231 

Excavating  machinery  243 

City  Point  and  West  Roxbury  parks  244,  267,  543 

West  Wood  Island  park  244 

Telegraph  and  telephone  lines  245,  259,  431,  459,  655 

Vandalism  on  public  garden  258 

New  court-house  264,  298,  596,  608,  613 

Eaton  square  297,  316 

Burrill  claim  300,  368 

Barrel  wagons  315,  328,446 

Centre-street  sewer  334 

Name  for  Back-Bay  park  335 

Inspector  of  vinegar  400,  467 

250th  anniversary  434,  444,  471 

Rewards  for  detection  and  conviction  of  incendiaries  442 

Inspectors  of  election  482 

Polling-place  in  ward  13  485 

Evening  high  school  515,  519 

Taking  of  land  in  Quincy  521 

Plank  walk  on  Longwood  av.,  545 

Constitutional  amendment  abolishing  tax  qualification  of 
voters  552 

South-end  branch  library  649 

Transfer  of  powers  to  overseers  of  poor  677 

Repeal  of  ordinance  relating  to  contracts  677 

Extra  pay  for  clerks  and  deputy  collectors  677 

Location  of  offices  in  city  hall  678 
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Expenditures  of  school  committee  680 
Limitation  of  municipal  expenditures  680 
Reorganization  of  school  committee  681 
Care  of  neglected  children  688 
General  meeting  of  voters  691 
Smart,  William  B  — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Smith  &  Levins — 

Corner  Worcester  st.  and  Columbus  av.,  standpipe,  petition  a  209 
Smith  &  Nevins — 

Sprinkling  city  streets,  petition  a  124 
Smith  &  Porter- 
Spring  lane,  underground  shaft,  petition  a  213  ;  permit  a  248 
Smith,  Austin  R. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Smith,  Charles — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Smith,  Charles  R. — 

Passenger  wagon  from  Broadway  to  Oakland  gardens,  petition 
a  314 ;  permit  352 
Smith,  Henry,  et  al. — 

Washington  street,  plank  walk,  petition  a  43 
Smith,  Horace — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Smith,  James — 

Call  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  a  248 
Smith,  J.  A.— 

Virginia  av.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  443 ;  permit  574 
Smith,  James  B. — 

Sewer,  petition  for  damages  c  106 
Smith,  J.  0  — 

74-76   Westminster  St.,  injuries    by   surface   water,   leave    to 
withdraw  c  312,  a  314 
Smith,  James  F. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  663 
Smith,  J.  J.— 

780  Dudley  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  276;  order  passed  317 
Smith,  J.  M.— 

Pay  for  use  of  horse  by  police  department  in  1872,  petition 
c  120,  a  125 
Smith,  Joanna — 

117  and  119  West  Sixth  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  241 
Smith,  Robert — 

Hampshire  St.,  sewer,  damages,  petition  a  468,  c  475;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  589,  c  601 
Smith,  Robert  Dixon — 

Fourth  of  July  oration,  thanks  for,  a  388,  c  390 
Smith,  Samuel  C. — 

Kennard  av.,  sewer,  S4.50  abatementa  212;  $30.52  abatement 
a  547  ;  abatement  rescinded  558;  $26.02  abatement  a  558 
Smith,  Sarah  A.— 

23  Warren  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  533  ;  order  passed  558 
Smith,  Thomas  M.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Smith,  VV.  II.  L.— 

Mill  st.,  near  Ashland  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  514;  permit 
519 
Smith,  William  H.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  586 
Smith,  William  L.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Smith,  William  N.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  676 
Smyth,  Edwin  11.— 

Appointed  constable  for  Mass.  Soc.  for  prevention  of  cruelty  to 
children  a  JS1 
Snow,  Lucretia  A.  et  al. — 

King  st.,  edgestones,  remonstrance  a  480 
Social  law  library — see  Libraries 
Soldier's  relief — see  State  aid 
So  ley,  John — 

Movement  of   wooden  buildings :    232   Bennington  st.   to    28 
Brooks  st.  (ward  1),  petition  a  174 
29  Henchman  St.  to  7  Henchman  St.,  petition  a  297 
450  Commercial  St.  (ward  6) ,  to  rear  7  Henchman  st.,  peti- 
tion a  297 
64  Saratoga  st.  to  Border  st.  near  Lexington  St.,  petition  a 

327;  permit  367 
"  Certain  wooden  buildings,"  permit  to  move  a  317,  458, 

471,  483 
Marginal  st.  (Grand  Junction),  to  301  Marginal  St.,  petition 

a  383  ;  permit  404 
119  to  124  Marginal  St.,  petition  i  465 
Chelsea  to  Curtis,  cor.  Pope  St.,  petition  a  468 
Saratoga,  opposite  Curtis  st.,  to  Curtis,  cor.  Pope  St.,  peti- 
tion a  468 
227  Webster  St.  to  Marginal,  near  Jeffries  St.,  petition  a  468 
Everett  st.,  petition  a  618  ;  permit  521 
From  90  Putnam  st.  to  103  Porter  st.  (ward  1),  petition  a 
591;  permit  650 
Somerset  street — 

Crosswalk  :  petition  a  124;  permit  a  145 
Sommer,  Sebastian — 

4  Vinton  St.,  stable,  petition  a  139 
Soule,  Horace  H.  &  Co. — 

537  Atlantic  av.,  hoisting  apparatus,  petition  a  297 


South  Bay — 

Nuisance — see  Health. 
South  street  (ward  20) — 

Near  Magazine  St.,  wooden  building  a  43,  c  49, 108 

Widening :  damages  a  446 

Telegraph  poles  a  514,  534,  535 
South  street — 

Basement  of  store,  petition  a  499;  permit  515 

Claims :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  499,  c  502 
South  street  (ward  12) — 

Stable :  petition  a  77 ;  permit  a  96 

Running  empty  cars  a  174,  198 

Widening :  resolve  and  order  from  street  commissioners  referred 
a  214,  c  220;  report,  order  passed  c  239,  a  243;  damages, 
orders  passed  a  265,  281,  300,  335,  352 

Bowditch  school-house  and  land,  sale  authorized  c  411 
South  street  (ward  24)  — 

From   Centre   to   Morton   St.,    edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks, 
macadamizing  a  77 
South  street  (ward  23)— 

Poles :  between  Centre  and  Walk  Hill  sts.,  permit  a  631 
South-street  court- 
Claims  :  James  Courfrey,  injuries  to  son,  petition  a  456,  c  460 
South  Boston  Gas  Light  Co. — 

Contract  authorized  a  545 
South  Boston  Ice  Company — 

Foundry  St.,  corner  Dorchester  av.  (ward  13),  wooden  building, 
petition  a  327,  c  337 ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 
South  Boston  Iron  Co. — 

Foundry  St..  nearly  opposite  Division  St.,  near  West  Fourth  St., 
wooden  buildings,  petition  a  551,  c  559 
South  Boston  Railroad  Co. — 

Transfer  of  route  from  Chauncy  to  Lincoln  st.  a  159, 179,  198 

Cars  to  Providence  Railroad  station  a  217 

28th  location  accepted  a  299 

29th  location  accepted  a  433 

Increase  of  cars  on  depot  line  a  433,  443 

P  and  East  First  sts.  (ward  14),  erection  of  wooden  building, 
petition  a  124,  c  13U;  permit  c  173,  a  175,  429 

P  and  Second  sts.,  stable,  petition  a  124;  permit  a  159, 174,  429; 
sewer,  petition  a  139,  c  146 

P  st.,  from  Fourth  to  First  St.,  etc.,  tracks,  petition  a  124; 
report  and  order  of  notice  a  145 ;  hearing  a  189 ;  order 
passed  267 

Dover  St.,  increase  of  cars,  petition  a  155 ;  order  passed  630 

Running  empty  cars  around  block  enclosed  by  Kneeland, 
South,  Beach,  and  Federal  sts.  a  174, 198,  230,  241 

Connection  of  tracks  on  Emerson  st.  and  East  Broadway,  peti- 
tion a  241;  hearing  314;  permit  430 

Fourth  St.,  between  K  and  L  sts.,  removal  of  track  to  centre, 
petition  a  241 

Sixth  st.,  temporary  track,  petition  a  258;  permit  a  281 

East  Third,  near  K  St.,  petition  to  erect  wooden  buildings 
c  373, a  383 

P  St.,  from  First  to  Second  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  400;  order 
passed  416 

P  St.,  near  Second  St.,  stable,  petition  a  414 

P  St.,  between  First  and  SeoODd  sts.,  removal  of  trees,  petition 
a  465 

East  Dover  St.,  permit  to  connect  track  with  Metropolitan  a  467 

Corner  P  and  First  sts.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  499 

Kneeland  st.,  tracks  from  Lincoln  to  Washington  st.;  between 
Federal  and  Lincoln  sts. ;  Lincoln  st.,  between  Kneeland 
and  Beach  sts.,  petition  a  629 

Additional    cars,     Washington,    Summer,    Chauncy,    Beach, 
Federal  sts.,  order  passed  a  630 
South  Boston  Savings  Bank — 

211  K  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  568 
South  Cedar-street  place — 

Petition  that  it  be  lighted  a  124 
Souther,  Henry — 

15  to  25  Emerson  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  400;  order  passed  416 
South  Grove  street- 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  109,  c  120 
South  Market  street — 

Paving:  a  77,  521 

Sidewalk  :  corner  Atlantic  av.,  petition  a  241 

Petition  to  renumber  east  of  Commercial  st.  a  686 
Southworth,  Asa — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Sowdon,  Philip,  jr. — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  South  Boston,  petition  a  124 
Spach,  Henry  F. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Sparhawk  street  (ward  25) — 

Stable:  petition  a  258  ;  permit  a  281 
Spaulding,  E.  F. — 

Elected  member  of  school  committee  a  665 
Spear,  George  A.— 

Appointed  fence-viewer  a  214,  c  222 
Spear,  James  N. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Spear,  John  G.  et  al. — 

Corner  Oak  st.  and  May  pi.,  lamp,  petition  a  59 
Spinney,  Edwin  B. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
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Spooner,  N.  B. — 

Michigan  av.,  petition  for  completion  a  314 
Sprague,  Henry  II. — 

Appointed  trustee  of  City  hospital  a  213,  c  222 
Spring  lane — 

Underground  shaft :  petition  a  213  ;  permit  a  248 
Spring  Lane  (W.R.)— 

Sewer :  abatement  a  472 
Lamps:  petition  a  533 
Spring  street  (ward  23) — 

Stable :  a  13,  30 
Spring  street — 

Paving :  between  Allen  and  Poplar  sts.,  petition  a  425;   order 
passed  447 
Petition  a  468 
Spurr,  Foster  M. — 

Appointed  first  assistant  city  messenger  a  189,  c  200 
St.  Botolph  street — 

Grading  a  47,  c  49,  71 
St.  James  avenue— 

Sidewalk  :  petition  a  77 

Nos.  62-72,  petition  a  568 
Sewer:  petition  a  414;  order  of  notice  415;  hearing  426  ;  order 
passed  446 
St.  Thomas  church  (ward  23) — 

Woodman  St.,  sewer,  abatement,  petition  a  586 ;  leave  to  with- 
draw 664 
St.  Elizabeth's  hospital — see  Hospitals 
Stables — 

Estate  between  Centre  and  Chestnut  sts.  and  Centre  place  (ward 

23)  a  109, 128 
Between  Washington  St.,  Harrison  av.,  Essex  and  Beach  sts.  a 

139,  402 
Unnamed  St.,  near  Beaver  St.,  rear  Beacon  St.,  a  499,  515 
Place  between  Neponset  av.  and  Florence  st.  a  514,  519 
Albany  st.  (ward  16)  a  425,  446 
Albany  st.,  No.  847,  a  109,  159 
Adams,  cor.  Ashmont  st.  (ward  24)  a  365,  388 
Bowdoin,  near  Colony  st.  (ward  24)  a  124 
Brooks  st.,  No.  24,  (ward  2)  a  13,  335 
Blue  Hillav.  (ward  21)  a  241,  281 
No.  91,  a  349,  367 
Near  Oakland  st.  a  414,  429 
Bartlett  st.  (ward 21)  a  241,  402 
Bailey  st.  (ward  24)  a  276,  317 
Beach,  near  Medford  st.  (ward  4)  a  297,  335,  352 
Bowdoin  st.  near  Union  av.  a  297,  317 
Bellevue  av.  (ward  23)  a  327,  350 
Beach,  near  Centre  st.  (ward  23)  a  349,  367 
Basto  place,  near  Salem  st.  (ward  23)  a  414,  429 
Beacon  st.  rear  of  46,  a  414,  429 
Brighton  av.,  corner  Market  st.  a  499,  515 
Buckingham  st.  a 443,  458,  465 
Bainbridge  St.,  near  Dale  st.  (ward  21)  a  533,  547 
Burroughs  st.  (ward  23)  a  543,  574 
Beacon  St.,  rear  No.  347  a  586,  613,  688 
Beacon  St.,  No.  340  a  613,  649 
Beacon  St.,  No.  342,  a  613,  649 
Cabot  St.,  Nos.  215,  217— see  Culvert  place 
Cabot  st.,  No.  170  (ward  19)  a  124 
Commercial  st.  (ward  24)  a  139, 176 
Centre-st.  court,  nearly  opposite  Seaverns  av.  a  314,  350 
Culvert  place,  a  365,  388,  414,  429 
Child  st.,  a  443,  45S 
Chestnut  st.  (ward  9)  a  456,  467 
Condor  st.  (ward  1)  No.  87,  a  480,  688 
Corey  st.  (ward  23)  a  480,  500 
Chestnut  Hill  av.  (ward  25)  a  499,  515 
Curtis,  cor.  Pope  st.  (ward  1)  a  514,  534 
Columbia  st.  (ward  24)  a  543,  590 

Cambridge  St.,  rear,  opposite  Beacon  park  (ward  25)  a  676 
Commonwealth  av.  No.  120,  a  676,  701 
Devon  St.  (ward  25)  a  93, 112 
Dover  st.  a  327,  402 

Dorchester  av.,  near  Greenwich  st.  (ward  24)  a  365,  415 
Dove  st. — see  F  st. 

Dunreath  place,  corner  Warren  st.  (ward  21)  a  499,  515 
Dudley  av.  (ward  23)  a  499,  515 
Dorchester  av.  (ward  24)  a  518,  547 
Dudley  St.,  near  Brook  place,  a  568,  590 
East  Chester  park  (ward  20)  a  213 
Eliot  St.,  cor.  Eliot  place  (ward  23)  a  230 
Everett  St.,  No.  47  (ward  2)  a  349,  415 
Eighth  St.,  No.  271,  a  349,  701 
Earl  st.  (ward  15)  a  349,  402 
Eufield  St.  (ward  23)  a  414,  429 
Elmore  st.,  corner  Wiluiot  st.  a  551,  574 
Fuller  St.,  cor.  Milton  av.  a  43,  65 
First,  near  I  st.  (ward  14)  a  174,  198 
Federal  st.  No.  256  (ward  12)  a  213 
Fuller  st.  (ward  24)  a  349,  367 
F  and  Dove  sts.  (ward  14)  a  383,  534 
German  st.  (ward  23)  a  59,  84 
Glen  road  (ward  23)  a  209,  216 
Glendalest.  (ward  24)  a  442 
Geneva  av.  (ward  24)  a  543,  55S 


Heath  St.,  No.  203  (ward  22)  a  43,  65 

Howard  st.,  near  Hampden  (ward  20)  a  213 

Howard  av.  (ward  20)  a  414,  467 

Hancock  st.  (ward  24)  a  456,  467 

Jeffries  Point  (ward  2)  a  442,  446 

Jeffries  st.  a  456,  467 

Kendrick  st.  (  ward  25)  a  586,  616 

Lamartine,  corner  Wyman  st.  (ward  22)  a  159 

Lindeu  st.  (ward  24)  a  425 

Lincoln  st.  (ward  24)  a  446 

Lynde  st.  (ward  7)  Nos.  20  and  22  a  543,  590 

Lexington  av.,  near  Washington  st.  (ward  26)  a  613,  630 

Lexington  av.  (ward  25)  a  663 

Mechanic  st.  a  43,  65 

Melville  av.  (ward  24)  a  174,  198 

Maverick  st.  (ward  2)  a  189,  212 

Maverick  st.  No.  882  (ward  2)  a  189 

Moreland  st.  No.  92  (ward  21)  a  213 

Maple,  near  Schuyler  st.  (ward  21)  a  258,  281 

Mt.  Pleasant  pi.,  No.  5  a  365,  467 

Market  St.,  (ward  25)  a  442,  440 

Millett  st.  (ward  24)  a  480,  500 

Market  st.  corner  Brighton  av.  a  499,  515 

Mill  St.,  near  Ashland  a  514,  519 

Market  st.  (ward  25)  a  543,  558 

Mt.  Vernon  st.,  near  Dorchester  st.  (ward  15)  a  568,  590 

Medford  St.  a  701 

Newbury  st.  (ward  11)  (Whittier)  a  327,  350 

Newbury  st.  (ward  11)  (Cushing)    a  213 

Northampton  st.,  No.  82  (ward  18)  a  276,  317;  No.  79,  a  480, 

500 
North  Mead  St.  No.  22  (ward  4)  a  297 
North  Beacon  st.  (ward  25)  a  499,  515 
Oriole,  corner  Nasby  St.  (ward  21)  a  26 
Oakland  St.  (ward  24)  a  59,  84 
Ottawa  St.,  No.  13  (ward  22)  a  414,  483 
Preble  St.,  No.  75  (ward  15)  a  93,  112 
P  and  Second  st.  a  124 
Payson  av.  (ward  24)  a  155 
Plympton  st.  (ward  17)  a  189,  212 
Pynchon  St.,  No.  188  (ward  21)  a  213 
Poplar,  corner  Albion  st.  (ward  23)  a  383,  416 
P,  near  Second  st.  a  414,  429 
Pleasant  St.  (ward  24)  a  468,  483 
Pleasant  st.  (ward  24)  a  533,  547 
Park  St.,  near  Dorchester  ave.  a  568,  590 
Pynchon  st.  a  568 
Riverside  St.  a  443,  458 
Richmond  st.  (ward  24)  a  480,  500 
Ituggles  st.  No.  164  a  586,  616 
Rutherford  av..  near  Lincoln  st.  a  686,  616 
Spring  St.  (ward  23)  a  13 
South  st.,  near  Harvard  (ward  12)  a  77,  96 
Second  and  P  sts.  a  124 
Sheridan  av.,  No.  11  a  209,  216 
Sparhawk  st.  (ward  25)  a  258,  281 
Sumner  st.,  rear,  near  Jeffries  st.  (ward  2)  a 400,  415 
Second,  near  K  st.  a  514,  534 

Thornley,  corner  Pleasant  st.  (ward  24)  a  213,  586,  616 
Taft's  pi.  (ward  23)  a  258,  281 
Tremont  St.,  No.  1278  a  327,  402 
Trenton  St.,  No.  71  a  465,  472 
Taylor  st.  (ward  24),  Neponset  a  499,  664 
Townsend  St.  a  514,  534 
Union,  corner  NVinship  st.  (ward  25)  a  276 
Union  sq.  (ward  25),  Allston  a  633,  547 
Vinton  St.,  No.  4  a  139 
Virginia  av.  a  365,  388 
Virginia  av.  a  443,  574 
Virginia  av.,  rear  a 649,  664 
Ward  St.  (ward  20)  a  59,  84 
Warren  St.,  No.  645  (ward  21)  a  109,  128 
Williams  St.,  No.  26  a  109,128 
Walton  St.  (ward  22)  a  109, 128 
Washington,  near  Norfolk  st.  (ward  24)  a  124 
Washington  St.,  corner  Melville  av.  (ward  21)  a  189,  212 
Washington,  near  Richmond  st.  (ward  24)  a  327,  350 
Washington,  near  Allston  st.  (ward  25)  a  568  590 
Wyman,  corner  Lamartine  st.  (ward  22)  a  159 
West  Cedar  st.  No.  58  a  314,  547 
Warwick  st.  a  365,  429 
Whitney  st.  a  425 
Wordsworth  St.  a  443,  458 
Woodbine  sc.  a  443,  4S3 
West  Fourth  St.,  No.  134  a  443,  701 
Weston  St.,  No.  19  a  456,  472 
Warren  st.,  corner  Dunreath  pi.  (ward  21)  a  499 
Williams  st.  (ward  24)  a  533,  547 
Willard  pi.  (ward  25)  a  568,  590 
Woodbine  St.,  near  Warren  st.  (ward  21)  a  613,  630 
Stackpole,  Stephen  A. — 

Elected  overseer  of  poor  c  172,  a  175 
Stacy,  Benjamin  F.  et  al. — 

Crosswalk  from  Moulton  st.  to  Bunker  Hill  St.,  petition  a  121 
Stacey,  Benjamin  F. — 

Appointed  trustee  of  City  hospital  a  276,  c  292 
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Bill  allowed  c  606,  a  613 
Stafford,  Albert  S.— 

Earl  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  241 
Stafford,  C.  F.  and  EL  M.  Temple- 
Si  Blue  Hill  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518;  order  passed  626 
Stafford,  E.  J.— 

65  Blue  Hill  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518 ;  order  passed  546 
Staniford  street- 
Passage-way  rear  of  22-26,  petition  that  it  be  lighted  a  209 
Stanwood,  Albert — 

Appointed  member  of  Boston  water  board  a  209,  e  222 
Starbird,  G.  M.  et  al.— 

Bunker  Hill  st.  from  Tufts  to  Everett  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  51S 
Starrett,  William  G.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Starrett,  William  N.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
State  Aid — 

Committee  a  2 

Committee  authorized  to  make  payments  a  2,  c  19 
Quarterly  report  of  paymaster  a  15, 189,  401,  518 
State  street — 

Location  of  ferry  slip  a  43,  c  49;  a  241,  c  249 
Corner  Washington,  grade  of  sidewalk  a  155,  3S8 
Brazer's  building,  projection  of  lantern  a  258,  300 
Middlesex  R.R.  Co.,  additional  cars,  petition  a  649 
Station  street- 
Street  comnilwloners  requested  to  arrange  with  owners  and 
abutters  for  accepting  and  laying  out  c  173,  a  175,  c  188, 
a  189 
Grading :  petitions  a  349,  383 
Sidewalk :  corner  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  568 
Statues— 

Leif  Ericsson  a  179 
Samuel  Adams  a  15,  216,  545 
John  Winthrop  a  15,  c  239,  a  388,  416 
Inscriptions  ou  statues  c  312,  a  315,  c  436,  a  442 
Emancipation  group  a  353 

Flight  from  Pompeii,  gift  for  new  Latin  school  building  a  568, 
c  576,  a  588, c  001 
Steam  engines,  etc. — 

Standing  committee  a  12 

173  High  st.,  petition,  order  of  notice  a  13;  hearing  59;  permit 

84 
1480  Tremont  St.,  petition,  order  of  notice  a  77;  hearing  110; 

permit  127 
824  Shawmut  av.,  petition,  order  notice  a  126;  hearing  174; 

permit  246 
Atlantic  av,  corner  Oliver  St.,  petition,   order  notice  a  143; 

hearing  189;   permit  211 
558  Washington  St.,  petition,  order  notice  a  143;  hearing  189  ; 

permit  211 
179  First  St.,  petition,  order  notice  a  156;  hearing  209;  permit 

216 
Metal  furnaces  at  290,  292  Washington  St.,  petition  a  174;  per- 
mit 211 
377  Commercial  St.,  petition,  order  notice  a  175;  hearing  213; 

permit  240 
187-139  Sumner  st.  (E.B.),  petition  a  258;  hearing  314;  permit 

335 
Albany,  corner  of  Dedham  st.,  petition,  order  notice  a  327; 

hearing  365  ;  permit  388 
Beacham  st.  near  Arlington  av.,  petition,  order  notice  a  349; 

hearing  400;  permit  402 
61-63  Blackstone  St.,  petition,  order  notice  a  415;  hearing  426; 

permit  447 
Beach  st.  rear  112,  petition,  order  notice  a  426;  hearing  443; 

permit  447 
291  and  293  Commercial  st.,    petition,    order   notice  a  468  ; 

hearing  514;    permit  519 
North  Beacon  st.  (ward  23;,  petition,  order  notice  a  480;  per- 
mit 534 
62  Fulton  St.,  petition,  order  notice  a  519;  hearing,  permit  551 
7  Way  St.,  petition,  order  notice  a  607 ;  hearing  049  ;  permit  665 
82  Sudbury  St.,  petition  a  629  ;  permit  650 
160  D  st.,  petition,  order  notice  a  649;  hearing  676;  permit  688 
15  Wendell  st.,  petition  a  676;  permit  700 
Stearns  &  George — 

Eastern  av.  and  A  St.,  telegraph  poles,  permit  a  29 

Western  av.  (Brighton),  telegraph  poles,  petition  a  69;  permit 

a  94  ;  revocation  a  169 
Congress-st.  bridge,  telegraph  poles,  petition  a  349 
Stearns,  Richard  II.  et  al. — 

Tremont  st.  and   Union  park,  modification  of  deeds,  petition 
a  155,  c  160;  leave  to  withdraw  a  211,  c  220  ;  modification 
of  conditions  of  sale,  petition  a  230,  c  232 
Stearns,  Salome  M. — 

Adams  st.,  relocation  between  Ashmont  and  Minot  sts.,  $99.76 
damages  a  352 
Stearns,  William  T.  et  al. — 

Cambridge  st.  (ward  4),  edgestonos,  etc.,  abatements  and  re- 
assessments a  467 
Stebbins,  George  F. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  426 
Stebbins,  John,  &  Co. — 

South  st.  (ward  12),  stable,  petition  a  77;  permit  a  96 


Stebbins,  S.  B.  et  al.— 

Use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  petition  a  425 ;  permit  447 
Stetson,  .lohn — 

Essex  st.,  Globe  Theatre,  lamp-posts,  permit  a  416 
Stevens,  Calvin — 

East  Newton  st.,  cancelling  conditions  upon  land  of  George  H. 
Davis,  petition  a  155,  c  160;  leave  to  withdraw  a  211,  c  220 
Stevens,  Caroline — 

Broadway,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  109,  c  120 ;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  352,  c  354 
Stevens,  Eliza  J. — 

South  Grove  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  109,  c  120 
Stevens,  Thomas  M. — 

Spring  st.  ( ward  23) ,  stable  a  13,  30 
Stevenson,  J.  Henry — 

Keunard  av.,  sewer,  $4.21  abatement  a  212 
Stevenson,  .1.  Henry,  Nellie  L.  Fowle,  et  al. — 

Liverpool  St.  (E.B.),  M.R.R.  cars,  petition  a  425 
Stewart,  F.  E  — 

Bedford  st.,  at  Chauncy  st.,  permit  to  close  a  198 
Stewart,  James  P. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  109 
Stiles,  John  C— 

Court  and  Howard  sts.,  coaches,  petition  a  59;  leave  to  with 
draw  a  94 

Change  of  route  of  coaches,  petition  a  213 
Stillings,  Samuel — 

32  Gray  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  607 
Stoue,  L.  G.— 

Mather  st.  (ward  24) ,  lamps,  petition  a  443 
Stone,  Marshall  S.— 

Columbia  St.,  relocation,  8100  damages  a  63 
Stone,  Phineas  A.  et  al. — 

Cross  St.,  between  Hay  market  sq.  and  Hanover  St.,  paving, 
petition  a  443 
Stone,  W.  P.  &  Co.— 

179  First  st.,  steam  engine,  petition,  order  notice  a  156;  hearing 
209 ;  permit  a  216 
Stony  brook — 

Joint  special  committee  c  4,  11,  a  13 

Taking  lands  a  350,  c  354 

Request  for  printed  statement  c  382,  a  383,  c  421 

Employment  of  laborers,  central  trades  aud  labor  union  a  516 

Exchange  of  land  on  Parker  st.  a  365,  e  370,  a  417,  c  419 

No.  39  Clay  st.,  purchase  of  estate  c  532,  a  533,  558,  c  559 

Number  of  men  and  residents  employed,  order  of  inquiry  a  646, 
c  548 ;  report  a  558,  c  559 
Storey  place— 

L'aving  :  petition  a  468 
Story,  Joseph,  &  Asa  Wilbur- 
Tax  on  estate,  abatement,  petition  a  213,  c  220;  order  passed 
a  630, c  635 
Stoughton  street — 

Watering  :  petition  a  230 

"  Portion,"  order  passed  a  248 

Temporary  closing:  petition  of  Boston  water  works  a  268; 
permit  a  281 

Tracks :  order  of  notice  a  317 ;  hearing  349  ;  permit  404 

Sidewalks  :  order  passed  a  458 
Stoughton  street  (Dorchester) — 

Sidewalk  :  petition  a  443 
Stover,  A.  W.  el  al. — 

Petition  to  allow  coasting  on  suitable  street  in   Charlcstown 
a  649 
Stowell,  Alonzo  II. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  189 
Stowers.  Edward  T. — 

Chelsea-st.  bridge,  superintendent,  petition  a  143 
Stoyle,  Richard- 
Stable,  petition  a  43  ;  permit  a  65 
Street  commissioners — 

$30000  additional  appropriation — see  Appropriations 

Isaac  S.  Burrell  elected  commissioner  a  665 
Streeter,  Joseph  H.  et  al. — 

Roxbury  st., sprinkling,  petition  a  213 
Streets  (see  also  alphabetic  headings)— 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  13 

Standing  committee  of  board  of  aldermen  a  12 

Paving,  standing  committee  of  common  council  c  11 ;  of  board 
of  aldermen  a  12 

Superintendent  authorized  to  remove  structures  on  sidewalkn, 
grant  permits  to  open  streets,  number  streets,  purchase 
horses  and  supplies,  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  pave  side- 
walks, erect  fences,  lay  crosswalks,  and  pave  gutters  a  29 

Committee  authorized  to  refer  claims  to  arbitration  a  84 

Superintendent  to  report  statistics  of  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  Baltimore  a  15,  c  16,  a  26 

Superintendent's  record,  repealing  or  enforcing  ordiuance  o  40, 
a  43 

Central  Wharf  and  Wet  Dock  Corporation,  permit  a  05 

Annual  report  of  superintendent  a  95 

Extension  of  Newbury  street  a  111,  c  120,  239,  a  243 

Heacon  entrauco  to  Back-Bay  park— see  Parks. 

Placing  safes  in  buildings— see  Police. 

Regulation  of  size  of  vehicles  and  their  loads,  c  173,  a  175,  315, 
327,  c  337,  356, a  365, c  382, 390,  a  400 
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Superintendent  directed  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  a  199,  248 

Extension  of  Essex  st.  a  214,  c  220,  239,  a  243 

Widening  of  South  st.  a  214,  c  220,  239,  a  243 

Telephone  to  wharves  and  yards  of  paving  department  a  217 

Street  nomenclature,  c  256',  273,  a  276,  c  347,  a  366,  c  370,  3S2, 
390,  a  400,  618,  682,  c  692,  a  700 

Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Co.,  authorized  to  construct  tunnel  a  266 

Advertising  wagons  c  382,  a  3S3 

East  Chester  park,  extension  c  398,  a  400,  c  461,  a  465,  c  490, 
a  499 

Awnings  and  shades  a  401,  c  405 

Relocation  of  Western  av.,  notice  to  vacate  a  402 

Bridges  over  Boston  and  Albany  and  Boston  and  Providence 
railroads  a  403 

Advertising  cars  a  416 

Bridge  on  lieacon  St.  a  416 

Extension  of  Huntington  av.  a  443,  c  455 

City  solicitor  authorized  to  accept  deeds  from  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  a  515,  c  523 

Land  purchased  on  Clay  st.  c  532,  a  533 

Street  crossings,  removing  snow,  etc.  c  20,  a  26,  c  40,  a  43 

Brighton  District,  Central  Mass.  Telephone  Co.,  petition  a  59 

James  J.  Grace,  sample  of  new  pavement  a  59,  212 

Charles  W.  Harris  nominated  and  elected  superintendent  a  63, 
c87 

Schedules  of  cost  of  edgestones  and  sidewalks  in  sundry  streets, 
etc.,  a  47,  85,  94,  336,  416,  430,  471,  516,  574,  650 

Belt  railway  lines — see  Metropolitan  Railroad 

Subterranean  Cable  Co.,  petition  to  lay  wires  under  streets  a  109 

Charlestown,  Telephone  Despatch  Co.,  petition  a  124 

Plan  of  land  between  Warren  St.,  Blue  Hill  av.,  Seaver  St., 
Walnut  av.,  Townsend  St..  petition  a  174,  c  181 

Letting  out  paving  by  contract :  petition  a  241 

Street  leading  from  Maiden  bridge  to  Everett  line,  petition  to 
put  in  order  a  456 

"Sundry  streets  of  Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury,"  telegraph 
poles,  petition  a  465 

Unnamed  street  near  Beaver  St.,  rear  Beacon  St.  (ward  9), 
stable,  petition  a  499  ;  permit  515 

Petition  to  allow  coasting  on  suitable  street  in  Charlestown 
a  649 

Width  of  vehicles,  etc.,  petition  indefinitely  postponed  a  691 

Passage-way  leading  to  estate  of  John  Broderick,  pay  for  build- 
ing steps  a  688 

Sprinkling:  streets  in  Roxbury,  A.  B.  Yetter  &  Co.,  petition 
a  43;  Cook  &  Handy,  petition  a  174 

Streets  in  East  Boston,  D'Arcey  &  Atwood,  petition  a  109  ;  per- 
mit a  127 

Streets  in  Dorchester.  Patrick  Hart,  petition  a  109;  permit 
a  127;  Thomas  White,  jr.,  permit  a  179;  Daniel  Clark 
petition  a  209  ;  permit  a  217 

Streets  in  South  Boston,  Philip  Sowdonjr.,  petition  a  124 

Streets  in  city,  Smith  &  Kevins,  petition  a  124;  Malachi  Clark, 
petition  a  139;  Adoniram  Curtis,  petition  a  155;  permit 
a  179 ;  L.  E.  Moseley  and  A.  J.  Tuttle,  executors,  petition 
a  174  ;  Orasmus  Mute,  petition  a  174  ;  .John  Gormley,  peti- 
tion a  174;  Albion  J.  Tuttle,  executor,  et  al.,  petition  a  174 

Streets  in  Brighton,  Alexander  Mc.Murtey,  petition  a  155  ;  per- 
mit a  179:  Patrick  Grace,  petition  a  189;  Joseph  Bennett 
et  al.,  petition  a  213 

Streets  in  Charlestown,  William  II.  Quigley,  petition  a  189; 
P.  J.  Calnan,  petition  a  189  ;  permit  212  ;  Robert  W.  Gor- 
don, petition  a  189 

Licenses  to  "  sundry  parties  "  a  198,  212 
Strong,  Edward,  et  al. — 

Centre  st.  ( W.  R.),  Speare  lot,  plaj'ground,  petition  a  297,  c  307 
Studley,  C.  W.,  trustee — 

Corner  City  sq.  and  Charles-river  av.,  telephone  pole,  remon- 
strance a  230 
Stultz,  J.  V.  N.— 

Warren  st.,  corner  Dunreath  pi.   (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a 
499  ;  permit  515 
Sturtevant,  B.  F.  et  al. — 

Union  av.,  macadamizing,  petition  a  43 

Revere  st.  (ward  23),  edgestones,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  258 
Sturtevant,  W.  L.  et  al.— 

Meridian  st.,  west  side,  sidewalk,  petition  a  468 
Subterranean  Cable  Co. — see  Telephone  wires 
Sudbury  street — 

Steam-pipe  ;  petition  a  349;  permit  367 

Melting  furnaces  :  No.  82,  petition  a  629;  permit  650 
Suffolk— see  County  of  Suffolk 
Suffolk-st.  district — see  Lands 
Sullivan,  Barry — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Sullivan,  Daniel  P. — 

Appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  109 
Sullivau,  Daniel  P.  et  al.— 

Orchard  park,  guards  around  trees,  petition  a  189,  c  200 

Orchard  park,  crosswalks,  petition  a  241 
Sullivan,  Denis  A. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Sullivan,  Kate — 

Personal  injuries  a  26,  c  31 
Sullivan,  Roger — 

Elected  weigher  and  inspector  of  lighters  a  197,  c  225 


Sullivan,  William  P.— 

olO  Bolton  St.  (South  Boston),  grade  damages,  petition  a  413 
Sullivan,  William  ,1. — 

310  Bolton  St.  (South  Boston),  grade  damages,  petition  a  514, 
c  565,  a  568  ;  report  referred  a  614 
Sullivan  square — 

Sprinkling:     "portion,:'    petition  a  258;    leave   to  withdraw 

a  388, c  390 
Passenger  wagon :  to  Litchfield's  wharf,  petition  a  365  ;  leave 

to  withdraw  387 
Omnibuses  :  extension  of  route  from  Salem  st.,  petition  a  456; 
referred  to  next  board  of  aldermen  700 
Summer  street — 

South  Boston  Railroad  Co.,  transfer  of  cars  from  Chauney  St. 
to  Summer  and  Lincoln  sts.  a  159,  179,  198 
Additional  cars,  order  passed  a  630 
Telegraph  pole  :  corner  Lincoln  st.  a  551 
Middlesex  Railroad  Co.,  additional  ears,  petition  a  649 
Summer  vacation — 

Common  council  364,  332,396,  411,  423 
Board  of  aldermen  367 
Summit  street  (ward  23)  — 
Lamps:  petition  a 499 
Sumner,  Mary  E.— 

Relocation  of  Adams  st.,  between  Ashmont  and   Minot  sts., 
order  to  pay  a  197 
Sumner  street  (ward  24)  — 

Claims:  personal  injuries,  petition  a  109,  c  120 

Personal  injuries,  petition  c  421 
Macadamizing:  from  railroad  to  Cottage  St.,  petition  a  365 
Petition  to  put  in  order  a  443 
Lamps :  petition  a  349 

Crossing :  at  Stoughton  st.,  petition  a  518 ;  report  534 
Sumner  street  (E.B.)  — 
Paving  a  26 
Steam  engine  and  boiler  :  Nos.  137-139,  petition  a  258 ;  hearing 

314 ;  permit  335 
Track  to  Maverick   sq.,   petition   a  276;  order  of  notice   317; 

hearing  349  ;  order  passed  389 
Claims  :  personal  injuries,  petition  c   32,  a  43  ;  report,  further 

action  inexpedient  c  173,  a  174  ;  petition  c  312 
Stable  :  near  Jeffries  St.,  petition  a  400  ;  permit  415 
Wooden  building:  No.  73-79.  petition  a  629, c  635,  694,  a  700 
Switch-track:  petition  a  629  ;  permit  650 
Grading:  order  passed  a  630 
Sunderland  street  (ward  21)  — 

Sewers  :  petition  a  124  ;  report,  order  notice  a  144 ;  hearing  a  155 
Surveyor,  city,  department  of— 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  13 

Thomas  W.  Davis  nominated  and  elected  city  surveyor  a  64,  c87 
Annual  report  c  32 

Authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  etc.  a  29,  c  31,  54 
Survey  and  inspection  of  buildings — see  Buildings 
Susmann,  Herman — 

42  Upton  St.,  tree,  petition  a  258 
Swain,  George  F.— 

Blue  Hill  av.,  relocation,  $29  damages  a  500 
Swallow,  Joseph,  et  al. — 

40  Faneuil  Hall  sq.,  occupying  portion  of  street  and  passage- 
way, petition  a  258  ;  report  a  281 
Swan,  C.  P.  et  al. — 

Increase  of  light  in  street  lamps,  petition  a  59;  report  665 
Swan,  Robert — 

Hancock  st.,  near  Winter  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  568 
Swan  street  (S.B.) — 

Claims :  personal  injuries,  petition  c  476,  a  480 
Sweeney,  Christopher  F. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Sweeney,  Daniel  J.  [senior],  councilman  (ward  2) — 
Presides  as  senior  member  elect  1,  2 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  joint  rules  and  orders  3,542;  rules 

and  orders  of  common  council  3;  printing  11 
Elected:  finance  committee  7;  president  pro  tern.  418 
Remarks : 

Payment  of  amount  retained  on  contract  99 
Member  of  board  of  health  131 
Improved  sewerage  146 
Salaries  of  city  officers  150 
Appropriation  bill  183 
Excavating  machinery  225 
Use  of  council  chamber  322 
Decoration  day  325 
Fourth  of  July  355 
Drinking-fountaius  418 
Ambulance  for  East  Boston  478 
Death  of  councilman  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  jr.  667 
Care  of  neglected  children  693 
The  closiug  proceedings  696 
Sweeney,  Daniel  J.  [junior],  councilman  (ward  2) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  11 ;  fuel  11 ;  topics 
in  mayor's  inaugural  address  12;  celebration  250th  anni- 
versary 49 
Remarks : 

Appropriation  bill  184 
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250th  anniversary  452 

Ambulance  for  East  Boston  604 
Announcement  relating  to  rumor  of  death  652 
Decease,  resolves  and  orders  passed  607 
Sweeney,  John  — 

Karl  st.  (ward  15),  stable,  petition  a  319  ;  permit  402 
Sweetser,  Frank  E.,  councilman  (ward  3) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  treasury  department  11 ;  public  parks 

11 ;  cheap  postage  IB  ;  death  of  Joseph  Kenney  204 
Remarks : 

Street  crossings  21 

Assessors'  department  70 

Extension  of  Broadway  167 

Second  assistant  assessors  208 

City  forester's  greenhouse  233 

Stony  brook  287 

Repairs  on  the  council  chamber  477 
Swett,  J.  U.— 

75  West  Cottage  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  124;  order 

passed  404 
Swett  street — 

Portion  of  wharf  let  to  J.  E.  Adams  &  Co.  a  94,  c  99, 106 
Near  Hilton  St.,  lime-kiln  a  97, 128, 139 
Sprinkling:  from  Gerard  St.  to  Ellery  st.  a  199 
Telegraph  poles:  petition  a  663;  permit  691 
Swift,  Henry  VV-.,  councilman  (ward  9) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:   committee   on   claims   11;    streets   11;   funeral  of 

councilman  Perkins  634 
Remarks : 

Rules  and  orders  of  common  council  7,  25,  38,  53 

Street  and  health  departments  16 

Old  State  House  17 

Pay  of  laborers  22,  348,  363 

New  court-house  22,  310 

Contested  seat  in  ward  16  36 

Assessors'  department  68 

Commonwealth  av.  73 

Thirteenth  joint  rule  74 

City  hospital  103 

Salaries  of  city  officers  149 

Second  assistant  assessors  154,  208 

Appropriation  bill  183 

Bridge  to  Charlestowu  205 

Public  parks  228,  234,  491,  513,  524,  528,  538 

Ordinance  in  relation  to  finance  249 

South-end  branch  library  252 

Stony  brook  272,  286,  320 

Fourth  of  July  347,355 

Law  department  381,  391 

Extension  of  Broadway  382 

Truants  and  absentees  from  school  406 

Examination  of  manufacturing  establishments  407 

Rewards  for  detection  and  conviction  of  incendiaries  437 

250th  anniversary  438,  451,  463 

Obstructions  in  Commercial  St.  462 

Purchase  of  land  on  Clay  st.  532 

Committee  on  legislative  matters  563 

Right  of  member  not  voting  to  move  reconsideration,  577 

Pay  oflaborers  for  thanksgiving  584 

Death  of  councilman  Perkins  633 

Revised  ordinances  653 

Treatment  of  the  poor  673 

The  closing  proceedings  696 
Swift,  Henry  W.  — 

Elected  member  of  school  committee  a  665 
Swift,  William  II.— 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Sycamore  street — 

Grading  :  petition  a  383 
Symes,  Agnes — 

Corner  Oak  and  Albany  sts.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c460; 

leave  to  withdraw  c  537,  a  543 

Tabb,  E  — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  213 
Taber  street — 

Sidewalk:  No.  16,  petition  a  586 
Taft,  Edward  A.,  manager,  et  al. — 

Harvard  st.,  paving,  petition  a  383 
Taft,  Robert- 
Remission  of  tax  on  school-house  site,  etc.  c  312,  a  314 
Taft's  place  (  ward  23) — 

Stable:  petition  a  258;  permit  a  281 
Tallon,  Joseph  D. — 

142  Ruggles  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  425;  order  passed  447 
Tamworth  street — 

Paving:  from  Boylston  st.  to  Lagrange  st.,  order  passed  a  404 

Pipe:  petition  a  425  ;  permit  447 
Taunton  Savings  BaDk — 

Extension  of  Weston  St.,  $11,400  damages  a  317 
Taxes— 

Assessors  department : 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12 

Report  relating  to  election  of  assessors  c  37,  54,  67,  a  77 


Delegating  power  to  appoint  assistant  assessors  c  58,  a  59 
Mode  of  electing  assessors  c  137,  a  139;  n-ferred  to  next 

city  council  c  671,  a  676 
Evasion  of  taxes  a  265,  c  268,  a  277,  299,  353,  c  354 
Topics  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 
Assessors  nominated  c  92;  elected  a  93,  c  99 
First  assistant  assessors  nominated  c  106,  a  110;   elected 
c  120,  a  124,  c  130,  a  139,  c  147,  a  156,  c  160,  a  175, 
c  181 ;  resignation  c  490,  a  499 
Second  assistant  assessors  nominated  c  153;  elected  a  155 
c  160,  a  175,  c  182,  202,  204,207,  a  211,  214,  c  222,  a  230 
c  232, a  244 
Record  of  assessments  for  public  improvements — see  Legis- 
lative matters 
Tax  levy — see  Accounts,  auditor's  estimates 
School  taxes,  c  108,  122,  a  125,  c  137, 147,  a  156 
Remission  of  taxes : 

197  Shawmut  av.,  Gabriel  T.  Boos  a  112,  c  120 
Middlesex  St..  Patrick  Mahonev  a  112,  c  120,  a  159,  c  160 
East  Third  st'.,  Adoniram  Burrill  a  112,  c  120 
796  Albany  St.,  c  123,  a  125,  159,  c  160 
33  Wheeler  St.,  John  B.  Hegan  a  127,  c  130 
38  Porter  st.,  John  B.  Regan  a  127,  c  130 
Refunding  taxes : 

Louis  B.  Schwarz,  petition  a  13,  c  16  ;  leave  to  withdraw 

a  665, c  670 
E.  Pierson  Beebe,  leave  to  withdraw  c  228,  a  243 
Barnstable  SavingsJBank,  petition  a  433  ;  leave  to  withdraw 

a  665, c  670 
Thomas  Wigglesworth  and  Henry  S.  Grew,  petition  c  636, 
a  663 ;  leave  to  withdraw  c  671,  a  676 
Abatement  of  taxes : 

Joseph  Story,  petition  a  213,  c  220;  order  passed  a  630, 
c635 
Taxes  assumed: 

Robert  Taft,  Bailey  St.  c  312,  a  314 
David  N.  Skillings,  Newbury  st.  a  317,  c  319,  340 
Mercantile  Savings  Institution,  Seventh  st.  c  347,  a  349 
Tax  titles  :  responsibility  for  sales  c  537,  a  543 
Limitation  of  municipal  expenditures  a  680;  indefinitely  post- 
poned c  692 
Collector's  department  : 

Thomas  sherwin  nominated  and  elected  collector  a  280, 

c292 
Pay  of  deceased  employes  c  648,  a  649 
Quarterly  reports,  amendment  of  ordinance  a  663,  c  670 
Additional  room  assigned  a  665 

Pay  of  deputies  and   clerks  for   night  duty  c  675,  a  677, 
c692 
Taylor,  D.  D.— 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Taylor,  George  B. — 

Berwick  park,  corner  Columbus  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  383  ; 

order  passed  404 
Berwick  park,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518  ;  order  passed  540 
Taylor,  George  W.  et  al. — 

Pembroke  st.  between  Tremont  st.  and  Columbus  so..,  sewer, 
petition  a  349,  c  354 
Taylor,  John,  councilman  (ward  16) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected:  committee  on   accounts  10;   clerk   15;   director  for 
public  institutions  c  31,  a  44,  c  55,  a  63,  c  67,  a  77,  c  86, 
a  159,  175,  c  187,  201,  a  211,  214,  v  222,  223,  a  230 
Appointed  :  committee  on  assessors  department  11 
Taylor,  W.  0.  elal. — 

Increase  of  light  for  street  lamps,  petition  a  59;  report  665 
Taylor,  William,  et  al. — 

Spring  st.,  between  Allen  and  Poplar  sts.,  paving,  petition 
a  425  ;  order  passed  447 
Taylor  avenue — 

Crosswalk  from  Alexander  av.  a  189 
Taylor  street  (ward  24) — 

Stable  :  petition  a  499  ;  leave  to  withdraw  664 
Telegraph— see  Telephone  wires 
Telegraph  street — 

Sidewalks  :  No.  50,  report,  order  passed  a  179 
Petition  a  209 
No.  17,  petition  a  518 
Telephone  wires,  etc. — see  also  streets  by  alphabetic  heads — 

Regulation  of  c  136,  a  139,  214,  245,  259,  c  272,  a  277,  c  295, 
a  297,  318,  c  334,   a  353,   369,  431,  459;  see  Legislative 
matters 
Western  av.,  near  Walnut  St.,  Brighton,  change  of  location, 

petition  a  230 
Corner  City  sq.  and  Charles-river  av.,  location  of  pole,  remon- 
strance a  230 
J.  N.  George,  fixture  on  engine-house,  petition  c  274 
Fire  commissioners— see  Fire  Dept. 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  Centre  and  Quincy  sts.  a  543, 

589;  Allston  St.  a  589 
American  Bell  Telephone  Co.  : 

Beacon,  Brimmer,  Arlington  sts.,  Commonwealth  av.,  etc. 
petition  a  327  ;  report,  order  notice  367 ;  hearing  post- 
poned 400,  426 ;  leave  to  withdraw  457 
Foundry  st.  (S.B.),  between  West  Fourth  st.  and  Dor- 
chester av.,  petition  a  533 ;  permit  589 
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West  Roxbury  District,  petition  a  551 ;  permit  589 
Dover  St.,  Dover-st.  bridge,  West  Fourtli  St.,  permit  589 
Call  and  Keyes  sts.  (ward  23),  petition  a  591 ;  permit  631 
Green,  Centre,  South,  Walkhill,  Washington  sts.,  Hyde 
Park  av.  ( ward  23),  permit  a  b'31 
Central  Mass.  Telephone  Co. : 

Brighton  District,  petition  a  59  ;  permit  a  159 
Telephone  Despatch  Co. : 

Charlestown,  petition  a  124;  permit  212 
Charles-river  av.,  Water  and  Foss  sts.  (Charlestown),  peti- 
tion a  276  ;  permit  318 
Engine-house,  4  Bulfinch  St.,  permit  c  295,  a  297 
Parker,  Centre,  Lamartine,  Boylston  sts.,  andBoylston  av., 

petition  a  314 ;  permit  389 
Charles-river  av.  and  Chelsea  St.,  removal  ordered  a  318 
Meridian  st.  (E.B.),  permit  a  335 
Certain  streets  in  Dorchester,  petition  a  349 
Pearl  and  other  streets,  petition  a  456 
Certain  streets  in  Roxbury  and  West  Eoxbury,  petition 

a  465 
South,    Heach  Albany,  Dover,  and  other   streets,    permit 
a  535 
American  Rapid  Telegraph  Co. : 

Beach,   Albany,    Hunneman,   and   other  streets,   petition 

a  468  ;  permit  534 
South,  Lehigh,  and  Albany  sts.,  permit  to  place  wires  on 
poles  of  Mutual  Union  Telegraph  Co.  a  534 
American  Union  Telegraph  Co.  : 

Dorchester  av. ,  Mechanics'  National  bank,  permit  a  47 
Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Co. : 

Brighton  av.,  attachment  of  wire   to  fire-alarm  poles  a  47, 

c49 
Warren  bridge  and  old  toll-bouse,  fixtures,  petition  a  499 ; 

permit  514 
Chelsea  bridge,  petition  a  663 
Mutual  Union  Telegraph  Co.  : 

Lincoln,  Beach,  South,  and  other  streets  a  514 ;  permit  535 
Lincoln  st.  and  Blue  Hill  av.,  order  passed  a  589 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.  : 
Columbus  av.,  petition  a  77 
Eliot  st.,   near  Pleasant  st.  and  Columbus  av.,  permit 

a  416 
Federal  st.,  outside  N.  Y.  and  N.  E.  R.  depot,  petition,  a 
443 ;  report  471 ;  order  passed  618 
Subterranean  Cable  Co.:   petition  to  lav  wires  under  streets 

a  109 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Telegraph  Co. : 

Albany  and  Kingston  sts.,  petition  a  209;  permit  a  217 
Temple,  Charles  E.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Temple  place — 

Crosswalk :  petition  a  139 ;  permit  a  159 
Awning  sign,  No.  32,  petition  a  468;  report  515,  630 
Temple  street  (Dorchester) — 

Petition  to  put  iu  order  a  43 
Temple  street  (W.R.)— 

Grading,  gravelling  a  43 
Tenean  street  (Neponset)  — 

Plank  walk  :  petition  a  607 
Tenney,  Philenia — 

26  Langdon  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  230;  order  a  248 
Tcntler,  Samson  A. — 

218  West  Seventh  st.,  sidewalks,  order  passed  a  388;   petition 
a  425 ;  order  passed  447 
Terrace  street — 

Crosswalks :  petition  a  109;  permit  a  127 
Lamp :  petition  a  109 ;  permit  a  144 

Edgestones,  sidewalks,  from  Tremont  St.  to  end  of  Drury  Block, 
petition  a  258 
Thaxter,  D.  M.  B.— 

L  st.  (S.B.),  petition  for  change  in  deed  of  land  c  120,  a  125; 
report  and  order  a  197,  c  200 
Thaxter,  Theodore,  el  al. — 

Bowdoin  sq.  (ward  24),  lamps,  petition  a  518 
Thayer,  William  II.— 

39  Clav  st.,  Roxbury,  purchase  of  estate  c  532,  a  533,  558, 
c559 
Third  street- 
Approval  of  houses,  petition  a  258,  c  268 
Thomas,  Chauncy — 

103  Chestnut  st.  (ward  9)  stable,  petition  a  456;  permit  467 
Thomas,  Richard — 

Washington  St.,  near  Green  St.,  damages,  petition  c  120,  a  125  ; 
leave  to  withdraw  c  295,  a  297 
Thompson,  Edward,  trustee — 

Change  av.,  sewer,  assessment  a  515 
Thompson,  Robert — 

Personal  injuries  on  great  sewer  in  Dorchester,  petition  a  400, 
c  405 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  690,  c  692 
Thompson,  Ruth  II. — 

1278  Tremont  st.,  stable,  petition  a  327:  permit  402 
Parker  st.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  613 
Thompson,  William,  heirs  of— 

Change  av.,  sewer,  abatement  a  515 
Thorndike,  George  Larkiu,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 


Appointed  :  committee  on  improved  sewerage  2;  county  accounts 
12;  sewers  12  ;  assessors' department  12 ;  City  hospital  12; 
East  Boston  ferries  12;  engineer's  department  12;  ordi- 
nances 12;  public  buildings  12;  public  lands  12  ;  public 
library  13;  surveyor's  department  13;  water  13;  Stony 
brook  13;  new  bridge  to  Charlestown  26:  Faneuil  Hall  and 
county  buildings  30;  fourth  of  July  213  ;  municipal  elec- 
tion returns  663 
Elected :  committee  on  accounts  2 
Remarks : 

Waste  of  water  61,  80 
Appropriation  bill  192 
Pay  of  laborers  304 
Barrel  wagons  328 
Thornley  St.  (ward  24)— 

Stable :  corner  Pleasant  St.,  petition  a  213,  5S6  ;  permit  616 
Thornton  street — 

Sidewalks  :  petition  a  3-19  ;  order  passed  521 
Petition  to  allow  coasting  a  649 
Thurston,  Charlotte  M.  et  al.— 

Parker  st.  (Charlestown),  sewer,  petition  a  297,  order  of  notice 
317;  remonstrance  327;  hearing  327  ;  order  passed  415 
Tibbetts,  A.  .T.etal.— 

Blue  Hill  av.,  between  Dudley  and  Woodbine  sts.,  sprinkling, 
petition  a  213 
Tighe,  John — 

Forest  St.,  sewer,  refunding  amount  paid,  petition  a  568,  c  576 
Tilden,  C.  jr.  — 

Blue  Hill  av., corner  Central  av.  (ward  24),  wooden  building, 
permit  a  350,  c  354 
Tileston,  Frank  L  — 

Nominated  and  elected  commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  cemetery 
c  137, 147, a  156 
Tileston's  wharf — 

Dredging,  petition  a  297 
Tilton,  H.  W.  etal.— 

Milk  st.,  from  Oliver  to  Kilby  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  297 
Tilton,  John  G.  et  al.— 

Longwood  av.,  crosswalk  at  Bellevue  St.,  petition  a  209  ;  report 
a  217 
Tinkham,  B.  O  — 

Dover  St.,  stable,  petition  a327  ;  permit  402 
Tinkham,  F'anuie  A. — 

Kennard  av.,  sewer,  §30.52  assessment  a  547;  S26.02  assess- 
ment a  558 
Tinkham,  George  II.,  executor — 

Holden  court,  lamp,  petition  a  586 
Titus,  Lyman — 

North  avenue,  sidewalk,  remonstrance,  leave  to  withdraw  a  521 
Tobey,  J.  W.— 

327  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  413;  order  passed 

447 
165  Commonweal thav.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  480;  order  passed  500 
Todd,  E.  S.  et  al.— 

Ferdinand  St.,  from  Chandler  to  Tremont  sts.,  crosswalk,  peti- 
tion a  400 
Toland,  Hugh  J.— 

Appointed  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  109 
Tolman,  Elizabeth  S.  and  Mary  E.  Sumner — 

Relocation   of  Adams  St.,  between  Ashmont  and   Minot  sts., 
§126  damages  a  197 
Tompson,  E.  W.  E.  et  al. — 

Ward  st. ,  between  Parker  st.  and  Bumstead  lane,  lamps,  peti- 
tion a  468 
Torrey,  Alice  W. — 

Washington  and  Melville  avenues,  edgestones,  petition  a  443; 
order  passed  458 
Torrey,  Elbridge — 

Washington  St.,  corner  Melville  av.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition 
a  189,  permit  a  212 
Torrey,  Elbridge,  et  al. — 

Increase  of  light  in  street  lamps,  petition  a  59;  report  665 
Tower,  A.  J.— 

Albany  St.,  corner  Dedham  St.,  steam  engine,  petition  and  order 

of  notice  a  327  ;  hearing  365  ;  permit  3SS 
Corner  Albany  and  Dedham  sts.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518;  order 

passed  574 
549  Albany  St.,  driveway,  petition  a  568 
Towne,  J.  Warren,  et  al. — 

Bunker  Hill  St.,  crosswalk  at  Pearl  St.,  petition  a  174 
Townsend,  N.  S.  and  Susan  D.  Messenger — 

81  and  S9  Walnut  av.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  2C9 
Townsend  street — 

Plan   of  land  between  Warren  St.,  Blue  Tlill   av.,  Seaver  st. , 

Walnut  av.,  Townsend  St.,  petition  a  174,  c  1S1 
Stable:  petition  a  514;  permit  534 
Tracey,  Mary  Ann — 

Prince  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  139,  c   146;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  352,  c  354 
Trask,  Charles  T.  et  al.— 

Washington  St.,  between  Ruggles  and  Eustis  sts.  (Uoxbury), 
sewer,  petition  a  155  ;  bearing  276 
Travers,  Patrick — 

Appointed  constable,  a  109  ;  bond  approved  a  126 
Treasury  department — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  13 
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Charles  H.  Denuie  nominated  and  elected  city  and  county  treas- 
urer a  280, c  292 
Annual  report  c  274,  a  277,  387,  c  390 
Accounts  of  late  treasurer  and  collector  of  Brighton  a  124,  c  130 

a  402,  c  405, a  416, c  419 
Defalcation  a  521,  c  542,  a  508,  580,  611,  614,  c  621,  648,  a  649  ; 

see  also  Sinking-funds 
Deficit  in  sinking-funds,  notice  of   demand  on  city  treasurer 

referred  a  580 .  c  601 
Pay  of  expert  a  S86,  c  601 
Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to  finance  referred 

a  615,  c  621 ;  report  referred  a  663,  c  670 
Verification  of  payment   of  interest  and  bonds  by  auditor  of 

accounts  referred  a  615,  c  621  ;  report  referred  c  646,  a  649, 

c652 
Special  drafts  upon  treasurer,  order  passed  a  G82,  c  692 
Bonds  of  treasurer,  report  a  688,  c  692 
Trees — 

Dallas  pi.,  removal,  petition  a  109 

7  Auburn  st.,  removal,  petition  a  109 

Parsons  st.  (Brighton),  removal,  petition  a  155 ;  permit  175 

1502  Washington  St.,  tree-box,  petition  a  174 

Orchard  park,  guards  for  trees,  petition  a  189,  c  200 

Mt.  Pleasant  av.,  removal,  petition  a  209,  c  220 

Corner  Tremont  and  Downer  sts.,  removal,  petition  a  230; 

order  passed  a  280 
34  Perrin  st.,  substitution,  petition  a  230;  order  passed  280 
73  Cedar  St.,  removal,  petition  a  230 

122  Vernon  St.,  removal,  petition  a  230;  order  passed  280 
Gardner  st.  (ward  25),  planting,  petition  a  241,  c  249 
Bellevue  St.,  removal,  petition  a  241,  c  249;  report  and  reference 

a  280 
25  Liverpool  st.  (E.I!.),  removal,  petition  a  241,  c  249 
127  Vernon  ft.,  removal,  petition  a  258 
42  Upton  st.,  removal,  petition  a  258 
Dearborn  pi.,  removal,  order  passed  a  280 
41  Upton  St.,  removal,  petition  a  327 
Dorchester  av.,  opp.    Victoria  St.,   removal,   petition  a    425; 

report  534 
Passage-way  from  Concord  to  Rutland  sts.,  removal,  petition 

a  456;  leave  to  withdraw  534 
P  st.,  between  First  and  Second  sts.,  removal,  petition  a  465; 

report  534 
Highland  St.,  cor.  Fort  av.,  removal,  petition  a  480;  report  558 
Bellevue  St.,    removal,   petition  a  499 ;    leave  to  withdraw  558 
King  St.  (ward  24),  petition  a  518,  c  523 
Fairfield  st.,  petition  a  518,  c  523 
631  and  633  Main  st.  (Charlestown),  removal,  petition  a  543; 

permit  558 
Dorchester  av.  near  Victoria  St.,  removal,  petition  a  551;  report 

687 
Tremere,  John  B.,  heirs  of — 

Commercial  St.,  $214  damages  a  127 
Tremont  place  (ward  24)  — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  533 
Tremont  row- 
Claims  :  injuries  c  120,  a  125 
Tremont  street — 

Lantern,  Fountain  House  a  26,  64 

Grade  damages  a  26,  217 

Steam  engine  and  boiler,  No.  1480  a  77,  110,  127 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  137,    a  139,   155,  c  160,  295,  a  297, 

500,  c  502,  a  586,  c  601,  a  676,  c  692 
Modification  of  deeds  a  155,  c  160,  a  211,  c  220 
Modification  of  conditions  of  sale,  petition  a  230,  c  232 
Vacant  lot,  corner  Montgomery  St.,  fence  c  172,  a  174;  order 

referred  c  256,  a  258 
Lantern,  No.  255  a  174, 197 
Sprinkling:    from  Brookline  av.   to  easterly  end  of  Heath  st. 

bank  a  199 
Banner  sign,  Studio  building  a  209 
Sidewalks :  Nos.  400  to  418,  petition  a  213 ;  order  passed  a  248 

Corner  Station  st.,  petition  a  568 
Trees  :  corner  Downer  St.,  petition  a  230;  order  passed  a  280 
Paving:  between  Lagrange  and  Eliot  sts.,  order  passed  a  300 
Stable  :  No.  1278,  petition  a  327  ;  permit  402 
Widening :  damages  a  352 
Passage-ways  in  rear  of — see  West  Newton  st. 
Drinking  fountain  :  corner  Shawmut  av.,  petition  a  413 
Grading  :  from  Concord  to  Lenox  St.,  order  passed  a  416 

Between  B.  &  P.  railroad  and  boundary  between  Boston 
and  Brookline,  order  passed  a  458 
Edgestones :  No.  1558,  petition  a  499  ;  order  passed  521 
Lamp  :  No.  264,  petition  a  514 
Crossings,  etc. :  at  Providence  Railroad  crossing,  petitions  a  551, 

568 
Sewers :  abatement  and  assessments  a  98 

Hearing  a  276;  order  passed  300 

Near  Phillips  St.,  petition  a  327 ;  order  notice  402;  hearing 
414;  order  passed  415 
Tremont  street  (ward  25)  — 

Stable  a  30 
Treniont  Temple,  proprietors  of — 

Lamps :  petition  a  514 ;  permit  519 
Trenton  street — 

Stable :  No.  71,  petition  a  465 ;  permit  472 


Trinity  Church — 

Newbury  and  Clarendon  sts.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  456;  order 
passed  467 
Trinity  Church  et  al. — ■ 

Dartmouth  and  Boylston  sts.,  triangular  lot,  petition  to  lay  out 
as  public  square  a  518,  c  523 
Troy  street — 

Sidewalk :  petition  a  209 ;  order  passed  a  248 
Trull  street  (ward  24) — 

Putting  in  order  for  travel :  petition  a  241 

Edgestones,  gutters:  between  Uellevue  and  Harwich  sts.,  order 
passed  a  516 
Tubbs,  J.  0— 

Corner  Union  and  Winship  sts.  (ward  25), stable,  petition  a  276 
Tuck,  Mrs.  I.  A.— 

25  Liverpool  st.  (E.B.),  removal  of  trees,  petition  a  241,  c  249 
Tucker,  James  C. — 

Nominated  and  elected  superintendent  of  public  buildings  a  64, 

c87 
Mather  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  26;  order  passed  a  212 
18  Mather  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  480;  order  passed  500 
Tucker,  Joseph  Augustus,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  county  accounts  12;  lamps  12; 
paving  12;  steam  engines  12;  city  registrar's  department 
12;  claims  12;  fuel  12;  legislative  matters  12;  Mt.  Hope 
and  Cedar  Grove  cemeteries  12;  public  instruction  12; 
water  13;  Franklin  fund  accounts  48;  care  of  hydrants 
211;  fourth  of  July  243 
Elected  :  committee  on  accounts  a  2  ;  chairman  a  15 ;  trustee  of 

City  hospital  a  29,  c  31,  a  230,  c  232 
Remarks: 

Waste  of  water  61,  82,  587 

Care  of  public  grounds  64 

Superintendent  of  public  lands  93 

Bridge  to  Charlestown  96 

City  hospital  110 

Shevwin  school-house  142 

Superintendents  of  bridges  143 

Appropriation  bill  193 

Pmv  of  laborers  197,304 

New  court-house  263,  298,  597,  608 

West  Boxbury  and  South  Boston  parks  267 

Barrel  wagons  315,  327,  446 

Centre  St.,  sewer  334,  474 

Inspector  of  vinegar  400 

250th  anniversary  434,  472 

Rewards  for  detection  and  conviction  of  incendiaries  442 

Inspectors  of  elections  482 

Polling-place  in  ward  13  485 

Evening  high  school  515,  519 

Removal  of  engine  No.  12  534 

Plank  walk  on  Longwood  av.  545 

Telegraph  and  telephone  wires  555 

Increase  of  police  force  556 

St.  Elizabeth's  hospital  site  618 

Constitutional  amendment  abolishing  tax  qualification  of 

voters  552 
Transfer  of  powers  to  overseers  of  poor  677 
Reorganization  of  school  committee  681 
Tucker,  Lewis  R.,  councilman  (ward  14)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected :  committee  on  accounts  10 
Appointed  :  committee  on  public  instruction  11 ;   celebration  of 

250th  anniversary  220 
Bemarks: 

Extension  of  Broadway  108 
Public  parks  508 
Tuckerman,  George  N. — 

Appointed  constable  a  83 
Tuckerman,  George  W.  et  al. — 

Constables,  bonds  approved  a  94 
Tudor  street — 

Macadamizing,  etc. :  between  E  and  F  sts.,  petition  a  77  ;  order 

passed  317 
Sidewalks,  roadway  :    from  C  to  D  st.,  petition  a  139;   order 

passed  317 
Grading  :  between  E  and  F  sts.,  order  passed  a  458 
Tufts,  Edwin — 

Confirmatory  deed  of  land  c  18,  a  26,  97,  c  106 
Tufts,  James  W. — 

39  Bowker  St.,  alteration  of  sidewalk,  petition  a  77 
Tufts,  N.  &  A.— 

Beach  st.  near  Medford  (ward  4) ,  stable,  petition  a  297  ;  permit 
335;  license  rescinded  352 
Tufts  street — 

Gaslight :  petition  a  383 
Turner,  Alfred  T. — 

Clerk  of  finance  committee  c  18 

Nominated  and  elected  auditor  of  accounts  a  280,  c  292 
Turner,  Charles  E.  et  al. — 

Saratoga  St.,  plank  walk,  etc.,  petition  a  59 
Tuttle,  Albion  .7.  (executor),  et  al. — 

Sprinkling  city  streets,  petition  a  174 
Tuttle,  .loel  W.— 

Sidewalks  :  order  passed  a  367 
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Tuttle,  Samuel  L.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 

Tuttle,  Thomas  W.— 

Sumner  st.  (ward  24),  petition  to  put  in  order  a  443 

Tuxbury,  George  W. — 

Boston  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  499;  order  passed  521 

Twelfth  Baptist  Society- 
Phillips  St.,  sewer,  assessment  a  98 

Tyler,  William  G.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 

Tyner,  William — 

East  Fifth  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  109  ;  order  passed  317 

Undertakers — 

Albert  M.  Marden  a  109 
Alexis  Alexander,  el  al.  a  174 
John  Feeny  a  189 
Thomas  Feely  a] 89 
John  Heintz  a  189 
John  A.  F'inn  a  297 
William  P.  Costello  a  327 
Michael  E.  Donahoe  a  413 
Timothy  F.  Manning  a  456 
Michael  Barry  a  481 
Frederick  S.  Pinkham  a  533 
John  Morris  a  543 
Underwood,  Mrs.  W.  E.  et  al. — 

East  Newton  St.,  paving,  etc.,  petition  a  480 
Unfinished  business — 

Standing  committees  directed  to  resume  c  4,  a  13, 15 
Referred  to  next  city  government : 

West  Newton-st.  school-house  a  515,  c  523 

Additional  inspectors  of  buildings  c  585,  a  586 

Ambulance  for  East  Boston  c  604,  a  613 

D  St.  extension  c  646,  a  649 

Revision  of  the  ordinances  c  659,  a  663 

Blossom-st.  primary  school,  purchase  of  land  a  664,  c  670 

Prince  school,  purchase  of  land  a  664,  c  670 

East  Boston  high  school  a  666,  c  670 

Salary  of  superintendents  of  Chelsea  and   Maiden  bridge 

c  670, a  674 
$SOO,000  loan  for  West  Roxbury  park  c  670,  a  676 
New  plan  for  electing  assistant  assessors  c  671,  a  676 
New  ferry  landing  a  688,  c  692 
Location  of  steam  fire  engine  No.  12  c  692,  a  700 
Unfinished  business  in  hands  of  joint  standing  committees 

c  695, a  700 
Bridge  to  Charlestown  c  692,  a  700 
Referred  to  next  board  of  aldermen  : 
Remodelliug  old  court-house  a  613 
Hathorne's  omnibus  line  a  700 
Filling  vacancies  in  board  of  aldermen  a  701 
Unfinished  business  in  hands  of  standing  committees  a  701 
Union  avenue — 

Macadamizing  a  43 
Petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 
Union  avenue  (ward  23) — ■ 

Wooden  buildings  :  movement  to  Washington  St.,  petition  a  443 ; 

permit  458 
Pay  for  land  taken,  petition  a  450  ;  leave  to  withdraw  515 
Union  Freight  Railroad  Company — 

Tracks  on  Commercial  St.  petition  a  26,  124;  permit  a  535 
Union  Railway — 

Inquiry  on  running  extra  cars  a  47 
Union  park — 

Modification  of  deeds  a  155,  c  160,  a  211,  c  220 
Modification  of  conditions  of  sale  a  230,  c  232 
Declaration  respecting  deeds  a  306 
Union  square  (ward  25)  — 

Stable  :  petition  a  533  ;  permit  547 
Union  street  (ward  25) — 

Stable:  corner  Winship  St.,  petition  a 276 
Union  street  (W. ID- 
Grading,  edgestone*,  gutters,  macadamizing,  order  passed  a  336 
Union  Wharf  Corporation — 

Commercial  St.,  widening,  $21,900  damages  a  111,  197 
Upham,  ,7.  H.  et  al. — 

Boston  St.,  macadamizing,  petition  a  43 
Upham,  J.  H.  &  Co.  et  al.— 

Dudley  and  Stoughton  sts.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  230 
Upham,  James  H. — 

765-767  Dudley  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  a  248 
12  and  14  Hancock  st.,  sidewalks,  petitiona413  ;  order  passed  447 
Upham's  corner — 

Crosswalk:  to  corner  Upham's  av.  and  Hancock  st.,petition  a568 
Upton  street- 
Surface  drain  :  petition  a  109 
Trees:  No.  42,  petition  a 258 
No.  41,  petition  a  327 

Vale  street — 

Edgestones :  at  24,  26  and  28,  petition  a  425 ;  order  passed  447 
Nos.  16  and  18  petition  a  465 ;  order  passed  500 

Edgestone,  sidewalk  :  at  46,  petition  a  465 
Valpey,  Ezra  II. — 

New  Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  3,  a  458 


Van  Nostrand,  W.  T.  et  al.,  wards  3,  4,  and  5— 

Four-foot  burners  on  street  lamps,  petition  a  155 
Van  Nostrand,  W.  T  et  a  I. — 

Alford  st.,  from  Maiden  bridge  to  Everett  line,  paving,  petition 
a  189 
Veale,  Bridget — 

Corner  Tremont  and  Park  sts.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  586, 
c  601 
Vernon  street — 

Claims :  personal  injuries,  c  57,  a  59 

Movement  of  wooden  building  to,  petition  a  124 ;  permit  a  145 
Trees:  No.  122,  petition  a  230;  order  passed  280  ;  No.  127,  peti- 
tion a  258 
Victoria  street — 

Crossing :  at  Dorchester  av..  petition  a  465 ;  report  471 
Viles,  Alden  E.,  councilman  (ward  8) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  overseers  of  poor  11;   salaries   11; 

cheap  postage  16 
Remarks : — - 

Fourth  of  .July  music  347 
Viles,  Clinton,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  joint  rules  and  orders  2, 543;  markets 
12:  sewers  12  ;  city  registrar's  department  12;  East  Boston 
ferries  12;  health  12;  police  12;  printing  12;  survey  and 
inspection  of  buildings  13;  water  13;  Stony  brook  13; 
streets  (board  of  aldermen)  12;  streets  (joint)  13;  revision 
of  charter  44;  Franklin  fund  accounts  48  ;  auditor's  esti- 
mates 120;  funeral  of  alderman  Bell  231;  Fourth  of  July 
243;  municipal  election  returns  650 
Elected  :  director  for  public  institutions  a  29,  c  31 
Remarks : 

Care  of  public  grounds  26,  64 
City  hospital  110 
Board  of  health  114 
Swett-st.  lime-kiln  139 
South  Boston  railroad  stable  159,  174 
Appropriation  bill  195 
Pay  of  laborers  197,304 
Ferry  tolls  198 
Death  of  alderman  Bell  231 
Printing  ancient  records  244 
Drainage  of  Muddy  river  266 
Barrel  wagons  329,  447 
Centre-st.  sewer  333,  473 
Stony  brook  352 
Burrill  claim  368 
Inspector  of  vinegar  401 
Stony-brook  nuisance  403 
250th  anniversary  433,  445,  471,  4S0 
Inspectors  of  election  482 
Evening  high  school  520 
Increase  of  police  force  543,  556 
Stony-brook  laborers  546 
St.  Elizabeth's  hospital  site  575,  618 
New  court-house  5y9,  608,  612,  613 
Free  soup  614 

Transfer  of  powers  to  overseers  of  poor  676,  701 
Reorganization  of  school  committee  681 
Location  of  engine  No  12  687 
Care  of  neglected  children  688 
Vinegar — 

Inspector  appointed  a  241 
Compensation  of  inspector — see  Salaries 
Petition  for  modification  of  act — see  Legislative  matters 
Vintou  street- 
Stable:  No.  4,  petition  a  139 
Virginia  avenue — 

Stable  :  petition  a  365  ;  permit  388 
Petition  a  443 ;  permit  574 
(Rear)  petition  a  649;  permit  664 
Vogel,  Leopold — 

Boylston  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  518 

Wade,  James  H. — 

Reimbursement  for  expenses  in  1874,  petition  c  120,  a  125 
Wade,  W.  Foster- 
Appointed  weigher  and  inspector  of  bundle  hay  and  straw  a  43 
Wadleigh,  J.  C— 

Rear  of  Market  st.,  near  Western  av.,  wooden  building,  petition 
a  465,  c  475;  permit  a  471 
Wadsworth,  Alexander  F. — 

George  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  139  ;   order  passed 
a  159 
Wadsworth,  A.  F.  et  al. — 

George  st.,  between  Magazine  and  Shirley  sts.,  petition  to  put 
in  order  a  213 
Walbridge,  Frederick  Griswold,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  state  aid  2;  bridges  12  ;  City  hospital 
12;  fire  department  12;  police  12;  public  instruction  12; 
treasury  department  13;  treatment  of  poor  13;  new  bridge 
to  Charlestown  26;  new  court-house  15;  funeral  of  alder-s 
man  Bell  231;  fourth  of  July  243;  state  election  return 
545;  municipal  election  returns  650 
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Elected  :  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  a  44,  c  65 
Remarks : 

Superintendent  of  public  lands  93 
Swett-st.  lime-kiln  139 
South  Boston  railroad  179 
Hay  of  laborers  198 
Tolling  place  in  ward  13  486 
Walcott,  Elbridge— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Walden  street  (ward  22)  — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  a  109,  127 
Sewer:  petition  a  543 
Waldock,  James,  el  ah— 

Tremont  st.,  at  railroad  crossing,  crosswalk,  petition  a  568 
Wales,  S.  Walter- 
Geneva  av.  (ward  24),  wooden  building,  petition  a  543,  c  548 
Geneva  av.,  stable,  petition  a  543  j  permit  558 
Wales,  William  Q.  et  al.— 

Olney  st.,  from  Geneva  av.  to  Bowdoin  St.,  plank  walk,  petition 
a  425 
Wales  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  59 
Walker,  Gideon — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Walker,  Henry — 

Chosen  chairman  of  board  of  police  commissioners  a  259 
Walker,  James  M.— 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  214,  c  222 
Walker,  John  IS.  et  al.— 

Burroughs  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  poles,  remonstrance  a  533 
Walker,  Samuel,  &  Uo. — 

33  India  St.,  petroleum,  etc.,  renewal  of  license  a  197 
Walker,  William  F.  et  al.— 

Brighton  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  93;  order  passed  483 
Walkhill  street— 

From  Back  st.  to  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  43 
Poles  :  between  South  st.  and  Hyde  Park  av.,  permit  a  631 
Wallace,  Richard,  et  al. — 

Commercial  st.  (ward  24) ,  between  Dorchester  av.  and  Pleasant 
St.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  213 
Wallburg,  C,  &  A.  A.  Sherry— 

52  and  54  Dale  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  533 
Wallis,  Elbridge  G.— 

Appoiuted  constable  a  456 
Walnut  avenue — 

Sewer:  petition  a  174;  hearing  276 

Plan  of  land  between  Warren  St.,  Blue  Hill  av.,  Seaver  St., 

Walnut  av.,  Townsend  St.,  petition  a  174,  c  181 
Sidewalks  :  Nos.  89  and  81,  paving,  remonstrances  a  209 

From  Rockland  to  Bambridge  St.,  order  passed  a  281 
Sprinkliug:    between  Warren   St.   and  Egleston   sq.,   petition 
a  209 
"  Portion,"  order  passed  a  243 
Lamps  :  near  Elmore  st.,  petition  a  327 
Crosswalk,  at  Baiubridge  St.,  petition  a  383 
Walnut  street — 

Sidewalk  :  petition  a  230 ;  order  passed  a  248 

Edgestones:  near  Neponset  av.,  petition  a  413;   order  passed 

447;  petition  586 
Telephone  poles  :  between  Neponset  av.  and  Ericsson  St.,  permit 
a  589 
Walsh,  James  M.— 

Petition  for  release  as  surety  from  bond  of,  a  13,  47 
Walsh,  John  S.  et  al.— 

Williams  St.,  from  Shawm ut  av.  to  Westminster  St.,  sidewalks, 
petition  a  413 
Walsh,  Matthew,  councilman  (ward  3) — 
Qualified  340 

Appointed  committee  on  new  bridge  to  Charlestown  348;    en- 
gineer's department  348 
Remarks : 

Pay  of  laborers  for  thanksgiving  584 
Walsh,  Morris  J. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Walsh,  William— 

Plympton  st.  (ward  17),  stable,  petition  a  189;  permit  a  212 
Waltham  street- 
Sidewalks,  gutters,  etc.  a  139 

No.  78,  petition  of  St.  Elizabeth's  hospital,  for  release  of  condi- 
tion on  estate  a  314 
Walton  street  (ward  22)  — 

Stable  :  petition  a  109  ;   permit  a  128 
Ward,  V.  ■)■— 

Ward  St.,  sewer,  abatement  a  4i 
Ward,  Isaac  N. — 

West  Boston  bridge,  personal  injuries  a  93,  c  99 
Ward,  John  P.  J.,  councilman  (ward  7)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  elections  4;  legislative  matters  11 ; 

death  of  Joseph  Kenney  204 
Remarks : — 

Contested  seat  in  ward  16  33 

City  hospital  105 

Investigation  of  death  of  Joseph  Kenney  172,  202 

F'ourth  of  July  celebration  223 

South-end  branch  library  253 


Trustees  of  City  hospital  274 
"Use  of  council  chamber  323 
Decoration  day  321 

Visit  of  committee  on  fire  department  to  other  cities  325 
Charles  river  embankment  326 
Barrel  wagons  356 

Truants  and  absentees  from  school  406 
Committee  on  legislative  matters  563,  579 
Proposed  abolition  of  election  precincts  c  566,  581 
Death  of  councilman  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  jr.  667 
Ward  street — 

Sewer,  abatements  a  47,  446 

Assessment  a  47. 
Grade  damages:  at  No.  8,  a  416 
Ward  street  (ward  22)  — 

Stable :  petition  a  59 ;  permit  a  84 

Grade  damages  :  No.  20,  petition  a  327  ;  leave  to  withdraw  691 
No.  34,  order  passed  a  471 
Corner  llallock  St.,  order  passed  a  471 
Lamps :  between  Parker  st.  and  Bumstead  lane,  petition  a  468 
Ward  street  (ward  23) — 

Grade  damages  :  No.  20,  petition  a  314 
Wards — 

Ward  20,  ward-room  a  458,  c  460,  a  534,  c  536 
Free  use  of  ward-rooms,  order  referred  a  416,  c  418 
Use  of  ward-room,  ward  3,  petition  a  663,  c  670;  permit  c  695, 
a  700 
Wardwell,  Henry,  trustee — 

Blue  Hill  av.,  relocation,  $8.40  damages  a  520 
Ware,  Frank  T. — 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Ware  street — 

Edgestones  :  petition  a  297 

Petition  a  499;  oiders  passed  516 
Ware  street  (ward  24) 

Putting  in  order  for  travel :  petition  a  241 
Edgestones  :  order  passed  a  317 
Wareham  street — 

Claims:  Edward  F.  Meaney,  improved  sewerage  damages,  peti 
tion  a  189,  c  200;  report  referred  a  315 
Waring,  Johu  T. — 

Sudbury  st.,  steam  pipe,  petition  a  349;  permit  367 
Warren,  Alonzo — 

Tudor  St.,  macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  a  77;  order  passed  317 
Warren,  George — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Warren,  George  W. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  121,  a  124 
Warren,  J.  B.  and  Wm.  M. — 

Patent  method  of  laying  pavement,  petition  a  26 
Warren,  Rebecca  W. — 

37  Renfrew  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  189  ;  order  passed  a  212 
Warren,  Timothy — 

Whitney  St.,  stable,  petition  a  425 
Warren,  William,  heirs  of— 

Washington  St.,  relocation  at  Brighton,  $289  damages  a  28 
Warren,  W.  F.  et  al. — 

Rockland  st.,  ward  25,  petition  a  43 
Warren,  W.  II.— 

Constable,  petition  for  release  of  surety  on  bond  a  349,  630 
Warren,  W.  H.— 

70  Baxter  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  499 
Warren  avenue  (Charlestown)— 

Telegraph  poles :  petition  a  349;  permit  367 
Warren  avenue — 

Edgestones  :  No.  23,  petition  a  533  ;  order  passed  558 
Warren  street — 

Relocation  near  Blue  Hill  av.,  damages  a  28,  175,  212 

Telegraph  posts  a  59,  85 

Stables:  petition  a  109 ;  permit  a  128 

Corner  Dunreath  pi.,  petition  a  499;  permit  515 
Edgestones  ;  near  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  a  174 
Sidewalks :  near  Gaston  St.,  petition  a  174 
No.  628,  petition  a  518;  order  passed  546 
Plan  of  land  between  Warren  st.,  Blue  Hill  av.,  Seaver  st., 
Walnut  av.,  Townsend  St.,  petition  a  174,  c  181 
Sprinkling  :  between  Dudley  St.  and  Grove  hall,  petition  a  209 

'*  Portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Metropolitan  R.R.  tracks  a  247 
Edgestones,  gutters,   from   Wabon  St.   to  Blue  Hill  av.,  order 

passed  a  281 
Edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks:  northerly  side  of  Warren  and 
Washington  sts.,  between  Blue  Hill  av.  and  Columbia  st., 
order  passed  a  317 
Claims:  personal  injuries,  petition  a  93,  c  99;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  388, c  390 
No.  7,  hoistiug  beam  a  93, 112 

Crossings  :  from  Copelaud  to  Rockland  st.,  petition  a  533 
Warwick  street — 

Stable  :  petition  a  365 ;  leave  to  withdraw  429 
Edgestone,  sidewalk :  at  28,  petition  a  443 ;  order  passed  458 
Washburn ,  Miles — 

340  Beacon  st.  stable,  petition  a  613  ;  permit  649 
Washington  avenue — 

Edgestone  :  petition  a  443  ;  order  passed  458 
Washington's  birthday — see  Boston  celebrations 
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Washington  street  (Haymarket  sq.  to  Dedham  line)— 
Widening :  damages  a  94, 197 

Claims :  near  Green  St.,  loss  of  horse  and  damages  to  vehicle 
c  120,  a  125, c  2y5,  a  297 

Near  Bennet  St.,  personal  iujuries,  c  32,  a  43 

At  453,  personal  injuries  a  213.  c  220 

Hemenway  estate,  personal  injuries  a  613,  e  621 
Gravelling :  from  Walkhill  st.  to  Dedham  line  a  26 
Sewers  :  between  Rnggles  and  Eustis  sts.,  petition  a  155  ;  hear- 
ing 276  ;  order  passed  a  282 

Nos.  407  and  409,  appeal  from  assessment  a  124,  144 
Stables:  between  Harrison  av.,  Essex  and  Beach  sts.,  petition 

a  139;  leave  to  withdraw  402 
Hoisting  beam  :  at  No  2132  a  139 
Steam-engine  :  at  No.  558  a  143, 189,  211 
Sidewalks  :  corner  State  St.,  grade  a  155,  388 

Between  Dudley  and  Bartlett  sts.,  order  passed  a  447 
Tree-box :  at  No.  1502  a  174 
Metal  furnaces :  at  Nos.  290,  292  a  174,  211 
Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  Nos.  2356-2362  a  179 
Box  and  sign  :  near  Leland  pi.  a  189 
Crosswalks  :  between  Hanover  and  Elm  sts.  a  189 

Corner  Poplar  St.,  petition  a  543 
Macadamizing:  between  Egleston  sq.  and  Walkhill  st.  a  77 
Passenger  wagons  :  near  Morton  St.  to  Mt.  Hope  and  Calvary 

cemeteries  a  109,  176 
Lanterns :  No.  699,  petition  a  213  ;  permit  246 

No.  655,  petition  a  425  ;  report  472 
Watering:  between  Cliff  and  Cedar  sts.,  petition  a  230 
Widening  and  macadamizing:  between  Forest  Hills  and  South 

St.,  petition  a  241 
Paving:  between  Dudley  and  Bartlett  sts.,  petition  a  241 
Trees  :  preservation  on  estate  of  John  H.  Hunnemau,  petition 

a  241 
Sprinkling :  "  portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Sidewalk  :  No.  2999,  order  passed  a  248 
Rocks :  near  Beach  st.  ( W. R.) ,  permit  to  remove  a  248 
Coaches:    Highland  R.  Co.,  from   Forest  Hills  station  to  Mt. 

Hope,  petition  a  276  ;  permit  299 
Edgestones  :  petition  a  327  ;  order  passed  350 
Wooden  buildings  :  movement  from    Union  av.,  petition  a  443; 

permit  458 
Lamp-post:  at  440,  petition  a  443;  permit  458 
Turnout:    Metropolitan   R.R.    Co.,   corner    Northampton    St., 

order  notice  a  458 ;  hearing  480;  permit  516 
GradiDg:  between  Green  St.  and  Union  av.(Wll.),  order  passed 

a  458 
Lamp  and  post :  at  736  and  738,  petition  a  465  ;  permit  483 
Plank  walk  :  from  Albion  to  Beech  St.,  petition  a  480 
Telegraph  poles  :  a  534,  631 
Land  damages  :  Nos.  2085-87,  petition  a  543 
Taansparency  :  No.  768,  petition  a  543 
South  Boston  R.R.  Co.,  additional  cars,  order  passed  a  630 
Middlesex  R.R.  Co.,  additional  cars,  petition  a  649 
Washington  street  (continuation  of  Warren  st.  to  Milton  line)  — 
Metropolitan  R.R.  double  track  a  13,  93, 159,  209,  247  ;  remon- 
strance a  213  ;  order  passed  a  247 
Plank  walk:  from  Grove  hall  to  N.Y.  &  N.E.  R.R.  bridge,  a  43 
Cross-walk  :  at  Lotus  pi.  a  139,  209 

Wooden  buildiugs  :  near  Euclid  st.,  erection  a  124,  c  130, 173, 
a  175 

Movement  to  Parkman  st.  a  124  ;  permit  a  248 

Movement  to  Capen  St.,  petition  a  209  ;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  248 
Stables  :  near  Norfolk  st.  a  124 

Corner  Melville  av.  a  189,  212 
Grade:  betweeu  School  and  Green  sts.  ( W.R.),  order  to  estab- 
lish passed  a  217 
Edgestones  :  estates  of  Nancy  G.  Parker  and  Mary  F.  Wales, 

remonstrances  a  241 
Edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks :  northerly  side  to  Columbia  St., 

order  passed  a  317 
Telephone  poles  :  between  Adams  st.  and  Milton  line,  permit  a  589 
Washington  street  (from  Commercial  st.  to  the  water,  ward  24) — 
Wooden  buildiug :  movement  to  Gibson  St.  a  109,  159 
Lighting :  between  Albano  and  Beach  sts.  a  139 
Projection  of  lantern  from  699,  a  213 
Sewer :  from  School  to  Howard  sts.,  petition  a  276 
Stable  :  near  Richmond  St.,  petition  a 327;  permit  350 
Mount  Bowdoin,  temporary  closing  of  bridge,  permit  a  471 
Pole  :  near  Dorchester  av.,  petition  a  514;  permit  521 
Washington  street  (from  Brookline  line  to  Newton  line,  ward  25)  — 
Relocation  :  between  Cambridge  and  Market  sts.    damages  a  28, 

46,  84,  97 
Sprinkling  :  "  portion,"  order  passed  a  248 
Stable :  near  Allston  st.,  petition  a  568 ;  report  590 
AVater— 

Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  13 

Wm.  F.Davis,  nominated  and  elected  water  registrar  a  64,  c  87; 

bond  approved  a  554 
Topics  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  39,  a  44 
Albert  Stanwood  appointed  member  of  water  board  a  209,  c  222 
Temporary  occupation  of  Albany  St.  and  closing  of  Stoughton 

st.,  petition  a  258 ;  permit  a  281 
Use  of  staudpipe  at  Milton,  petition  c  346 ;  report  and  reference 

c  379,  a  383 


Town  of  Framingham  :  notice  of  application  to  legislature  a  514, 

c  623;  report  referred  with  instructions  a  629,  c  635 
Lower   Mystic   pond   nuisance,  petition  c   548,  a  554:   report 

referred  to  water  board  e  624,  a  629 
Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct   Co.,   purchase  of  franchise,   petition 

c  565,  a  568 
High  service:    request  of  water  board  referred  a  589;  report, 

order  passed   to  petition  for   authority  to   take  land  a  629, 

c  635 
Additional  storage  basin  :  request  of  water  board  referred  c  602, 

a  613 ;  report  referred  c  624,  a  629;   report,  order  passed 

c  646,  a  649 
Town   of  Medford:    petition   to    legislature  for    regulation   of 

deposits  in  Mystic  pond  a  663,  c  670 
Contracting  for  supply  pipes  and  castings  a  28,  47,  e  49,  71 
Waste  of  water   c  49,  a  60,  77,    c  490,  a  499,   c  583,  a  587,  c  602, 

a  613 
$280,000  for  pipes  for  new  main  a  63,  c  66,  a  84,  c  86,  123,  130, 

a  143,  c  146,  309,  a  314,  c  346,  a  349,  366,  c  370,  396 
Additional  appropriation — see  Appropriations 
Releasejof  land  for  Mystic-valley  sewer  a  176,  c  181,  a  245,  c  249 
Sudbur) -river    basins,    removal   of   loam  —  request    to    water 

board  a  176,  c  181,  a  210 
Sudburv-river  basins,  loam,  etc.,  request  to  city  engineer  a  176, 

c  181, a  210 
Care  of  hydrants—  see  Fire  department 
Acceptance  of  act  authorizing  new  mains  c  172,  a  175,  211 
High  service  for  East  Boston  a  245,  c  249,  272 
Monument  on  Old  Fort  lot,  Roxbury,  c  346,  a  349 
Watering-trough  in  East  Boston  a  366,  c  370 
New  main  to  Mystic  pumping-station  c  396,  a  400 
Ordinance  relating  to  laying  of  water-pipes  c  396,  a  400 
Drinking-fountains  c  373,  a  383,  413,  c  418 
Pay  of  a  deceased  employe  c  455,  a  457,  c  475 
Annual  report  a  468 

Supply  to  aqueduct  corporation  c  490,  a  499,  c  520,  a  533 
Supply  for  Cambridge  c  503,  a  514 
Sudbury-river  basins,  condition  of  wafer  a  520,  c  523;  inquiry 

respecting  construction  a  520,  c  523;  report  a  554 
Water  street  (Charlestown) — 
Telephone  poles  a  276,  318 

Wooden  addition  to  No.  62,  petition  c  565,  a  568 
Wooden  building:  No.  63,  petition  a  629,  c  635 
Waterman,  Samuel  C.  et  al. — 

Downer  St.  (Roxbury),  sewer,  petition  a  241 ;  hearing  276 
Watkins,  George  F.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  189 
Watson,  Edward— 

7  Auburn  st.  (Roxbury),  removal  of  tree,  petition  a  109 
Way,  John  M.— 

Columbia  st.,  relocation,  $295  damages  a  46 
Blue  Hill  av.,  relocation,  $56  damages  a  46 
Way  street — 

Steam  engine  :  No.  7,  petition,  order  notice  a  607 ;  hearing  649 ; 

permit  665 
Wayne  street — 

Grading:  petition  a  13 

Grading,   gravelling,   from    Blue  Hill  av.  to   Maple  St.,   order 

passed  a  281 
Webb  &  Watson— 

17  Border  st.  (ward  2) ,  wooden  building,  petition  a  365,  c  370 
Weber,  George,  et  al — 

Canterbury  St.,  petition  a  43 
Webster  street  (ward  2) — 

Boston  Sugar  Refinery,  leave  to  lay  pipes  a  241 
Woodeu  building  :  movement  from  H21  to  227,  petition  a  443 
Movement  from  227  to  Marginal  St.,  petition  a  468 
Weighers  (public) — 

Appointments  a  109,  125, 139,  189,  209,  213,  241,  297,  314,  400, 

426,  514,  586,  6u3,  676 
Weights  and  measures — 

Annual  report,  sealer  of  a  26 
Sealer  and  deputies  appointed  a  109,  365 
Weilhart,  J.  M.  et  al.— 

Spring  lane  (ward  23),  lamps,  petition  a  533 
Welby,  L.  D.  et  al— 

Medical  attendance  for  worthy  poor,  petition  a  456,  c  460 
Welby,  Lawrence  D. — 

Petition  relating   to  reports  of  committees  a  575  ;    indefinitely 

postponed  c  576 
Welch,  Charles  A. — 

Broadway  extension,  SP6300  damages  a  429 
Welch,  William  J.,  councilman  (ward  7)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  city  registrar's  department  11;  police 

Remarks : 

Increase  of  police  force  560 
Weld,  John — 

Rlakemore  St.,  laying  out,  $321.20  damages  a  402 
Weld,  Samuel,  et  al. — 

Sunderland  St.  (ward  21),  sewer,  petition  a  124 

Devon  St.,  between  Blue  Hill  av.  and  Warren  St., sewer,  petition 
a  i'ib ;  order  passed  446 
Weld,  Samuel  W.,  heirs  of — 

Warren  St.,  relocation,  $1020.63  damages  a  175 
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Welles,  Jane — 

State  and  Washington  sts.,  grade  of  sidewalk,  petition  a  155; 
order  passed  388 
Wellington,  F.  A.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
Wellington,  Henry  W. — 

Bedford  St.,  widening,  $4845  damages  a  281 
Wellington  street — 

Edges  tones,  sidewalk  :  No.  2,  petition  a  513;  order  passed  558 
Wells,  Frank  L.- 

Appointed  third  assistant  city  messenger  a  189,  c  200 
Wells  street — 

Steam  pipe,  petition  a  425 
Wendell,  Walter  T.— 

Meridian-st.  bridge,  supt.,  petition  a  143,  ballots  c  140,  a  156, 
cl60 
Wendell  street — 

Melting-furnaces:  No.  15,  petition  a  676;  permit  700 
Weutworth  &  Trafton— 

327  Shawmut  av.,  lantern  and  druggist's  mortar,  petition  a  174; 
permit  a  197 
Wentworth,  O.  M.— 

182  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  241 
Wentworth,  O.  M.  et  al.— 

Park  on  Back  Bay,  name,  petition  a  425,  c  436 
Weschrob,  Charles — 

German  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  59;  permit  a  84 
West,  W.  H.  et  al.— 

Neponset  av.,  petition  a  43 
Wester,  John  D.  et  al. — 

Greenwood  av.  (ward  23),  sewer,  petition  a  56S 
Weston,  Nathan,  et  al. — 

Dorchester  av.,  at  King-st.,  crossing,  petition  a  518;  report  534 

King  st.,  shade-trees,  petition  a  518,  c  523 
West  Broadway  (ward  13)  — 

Wooden  building:  No.  287,  extension,  petition  a  297,  o  307; 
permit  a  350,  c  354 
West  Camden  street — ■ 

Lot  of  land :  forfeiture  a  366,  c  370,  398,  a  400 
West  Canton  street — 

Sewer:  west  of  Columbus  av.,  petition  a  230 

Claims:  personal  injuries,  petition  c  694,  a  700 
West  Cedar  street  (ward  9)  — 

Stable :  No.  58,  petition  a  314;  report  547 
West  Chester  park — 

Telegraph  pole  a  15 

Metropolitan  R.  Co.,  tracks  a  124 

Sprinkling :  from  B.  &  P.  R.  bridge  to  Beacon  St.,  a  199 

Bridge  repairs  a  403 

Wooden  building:     movement  to  Rogers  av.,  near  Bay  View 
place  (ward  22),  petition  a  543  ;  permit  558 
West  Cottage  street. — 

Grading :  petition  a  241 

Widening:   damages,  petition  for  hearing  a  230  ;   order  passed 
a4J6 

Edgestones,  sidewalks:  No.  90,  petition  a  349  ;  order  passed  367 
At  No.  75,  petition  a  124 ;  order  passed  404 

Crosswalk:  at  intersection  of  Cottage  and  Dudley  sts.  a  480; 
report  500 
West  Eighth  street- 
Claims  :  injuries  to  horse,  petition  a  568,  c  576 
West  Fifth  street- 
Grade  damages :  No.  97 ;  petition  a  543 
West  First  street- 
Wooden  building:  No.  370,  removal  to  corner  of  F  St.,  petition 
a  241 ;  permit  483 
West  Fourth  street— 

Edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks  :  between  F  and  Dorchester  sts., 
order  passed  a  317 

Wooden  building:   near  Old  Colony  railroad,  petition   a  327, 
c  337 ;  permit  a  350,  c  354 

Stable:  at  134,  petition  a  443 ;  leave  to  withdraw  701 

Telephone  poles  :  permit  a  689 
Westminster  street — 

Nos.  74-76,  injuries  by  surface  water,  leave  to  withdraw  c  312, 
a  314 
West  Newton  street — 

Request  for  school-house  on  city  land,  referred  a  109,  c  120; 
report  referred  to  next  city  council,  a  515,  c  523 

Passage-way  :  to  West  Springfield  st.  west  of  Tremont  St.,  peti- 
tion to  put  in  order  a  365,  c  370 ;  report  referred  a  467 
West  Ninth  street — 

Sidewalks  :  abatement  a  124,  145 

Edgestone  and  sidewalk  abatement  a  213 

Edgestones :  No.  167,  petition  a  568 
West  Second  street — 

Sidewalk  :  No.  380,  petition  a  465 ;  order  passed  600 
West  Seventh  street — 

Movement   of  wooden  building  from  near  B  st.  to  28  West 
Seventh  st.,  petition  a  174 

Sidewalks:  at  115,  petition  a  174;  order  passed  198 
At  '/IS,  order  passed  a  388 
At  179,  petition  a  413;  order  passed  447 
At  177,  petition  a  499 

Edgestones, sidewalks:  at  218,  petition  a  425;  order  passed  447 

Petition  to  put  in  order  between  Dorchester  and  F  sts.,  a  456 


West  Sixth  street— 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  Nos.  121-123,  petition  a  189 

Nos.  117-119,  petition  a  241 

Nos.  115-117,  petition  a  276  ;  order  passed  317 

No.  125,  petir.ion  a  258;  order  passed  281 

No.  127,  petition  a  258;  order  passed  281 

No.  139,  petition  a  413;  order  passed  447 
Edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks:  between  C  and  F  sts.,  order 

passed  a  317 
Edgestones,  sidewalks,  crossings:  petition  a  97;  order  passed 

212 
Paving:  between  C  and  D  sts.,  order  passed  a  404 
West  Springfield  street — 

Claims:  personal  injuries  c  120,  a  125 
West  Third  street- 
Sidewalks  :  at  307-9,  petition  a  425;  order  passed  447 
Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  at  321,  petition  a  456;  order  passed  467 
Western  avenue  (Brighton) — 

Telegraph  poles  a  59,  94,  159,  230,  691 

Grading,  from   Cambridge    line  to  North   Harvard   St.,   also 

macadamizing,  order  passed  a  300 
Injury  to  well :  petition  a  468 :  leave  to  withdraw  500 
Relocation  :  damages  a  388,  688 

Notice  to  vacate  a  402 
Widening:  damages  a  414 
Wooden  building:    movement  to   North  Harvard  St.,  permit 

a  416 
Land  damages  :  petition  a  43 

petition  a  568 
Construction,  macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  c  32,  a  43 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Co. — see  Telephone  wires 
Weston  street — 

Extension :  damages  a  317 

Grading:  from  Cabot  to  Warwick  sts.,  petition   a  425;  order 

passed  483 
Stable:  No.  19,  petition  a 456;  permit  472 
Weymouth  Iron  Co.  et  ul. — 

Dorchester  av.,  Adams  St.,  Neponset  av.,  telegraph  poles,  peti- 
tion a  333 
Wharton,  William  F.,  councilman  (ward  11) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  elections  4  ;  ordinances  11 ;  judiciary 

11 ;  public  instruction  12 
Remarks : 

Contested  seat  in  ward  16  34 

Assessors'  department  70 

City  hospital  104 

New  court-house  108 

Codification  of  the  ordinances  154,  397,  643,  655 

Excavating  machinery  225 

Stony  brook  290 

Barrel  wagons  356 

Law  department  393 

Truants  and  absentees  from  school  420 

Treatment  of  the  poor  673 

Care  of  neglected  children  693 
Wheatland,  George,  jr. — 

Marlborough  and  Hereford  sts.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition 

a  209;  order  a  248 
Wheatland,  G.  W.,  jr.— 

Marlborough  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  413  ;  order  passed  447 
Marlborough  St.,  near  Hereford  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  480; 

order  passed  500 
Wheeler,  Charles,  councilman  (ward  10)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed  :  committee  on  fuel  11 ;  ordinances  11;  Stony  brook 

11 ;  judiciary  11 
Remarks : 

Rules  and  orders  of  common  council  6 

Contested  seat  iu  ward  16  36 

Arnold  arboretum  39 

Topics  in  mayor's  address  40 

New  court-house  41, 108,  292,  310 

Decoration  day  55 

Assessors'  department  68 

Extension  of  Broadway  86,  108, 168 

City  hospital  90,  101 

Members  of  board  of  health  132 

Second  assistant  assessors  154 

Bridge  to  Charlestown  181,  205 

Appropriation  bill  187 

Death  of  councilman  Joseph  Healy  218 

South-end  branch  library  252 

Evasion  of  taxes  269 

Street  nomenclature  273 

Trustees  of  City  hospital  274 

Stony  brook  288 

Committee  on  parks  295 

Inscriptions  on  statues  312 

Barrel  wagons  338,  359 

Fourth  of  July  355 

Fire  alarms  419 

Visit  to  Mystic  water  works  424 

Public  parks  491,  524,  530,  539 

Young  elm  on  the  common  532 

Increase  of  police  force  536 
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Committee  on  legislative  matters  549,  563 
Abolition  of  voting  precincts  581 
Extension  of  Highland  park  601 
Revised  ordinances  604,  626,  640,  653 
School  committee  693 
Wheeler,  Emerson,  et  al. — 

Corner  of  Cambridge  and  North  Harvard  sts.  (ward  25),  cross- 
walks, petition  a  59;  report  483 
Wheeler  street- 
No.  33,  land  and  building  forfeited  and  bond  cancelled  a  97,  98, 
c  106,  a  127,  c  130;  sale  authorized  a  143 
Wheelock,  A.  P.— 

Hancock  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  456;  permit  467 
Wheelock,  Maria — 

Gaston  St.,  sewer,  $34.42  abatement  a  558 
Wheelock,  Peter  S.,  Judge  of  Roxbury  Municipal  Court — 

Bill  for  examination  of  insane  persons,  petition  a  349;  leave  to 
vrithdiaw  429 
Wheelock,  Sidney,  agent,  et  al. — 

Ohio  St.,  paving,  petition  a  213 
Wheelwright,  George  W,  .lr.  el  al. — 

Glen  road,  east  from  Forest  Hills  st.  sewer,  petition  a_443;  order 
for  hearing  458  ;  hearing  465 ;  order  passed  472 
Wheyland,  Michael — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  for  West  Roxbury 
a  335,  c  337 
Whidden,  Thomas  J.  et  al. — 

Upton  St.,  surface  drain,  petition  a  109 
Whitaker,  Lewis,  et  al. — 

Norfolk  av.,  watering,  petition  a  276 
Whitcomb,  Edgar- 
Deceased,  order  to  pay  S48  due  a  212,  c  220,  232 
Whitcomb,  E.  Noyes — 

Maple  st.,  near  Schuyler  st.   (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  258; 
permit  a  281 
Whitcomb,  George  II. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  125 
White,  Henry  B.  et  al. — 

Batterymarch  st.,  between  Milk  and  Broad  sts.,  paving,  peti- 
tion a  400 
White,  James  C.  et  al. — 

Park  av.,  cost  of  sprinkling,  petition  a  189 
White,  James  T.— 

Treniont  St.,  widening,  §77. 50  damages  a  352 
White,  John,  et  al. — 

Western  av.,  relocation  between  North  Harvard  st.  and  Charles 
river,  notice  to  vacate  a  402 
White,  John,  et  ux.— 

Hyde  st.  (Dorchester),  damages  for  death  of  son,  petition  a  456, 
c  460;  leave  to  withdraw  a  546,  c  548 
White,  Thomas,  Jr.— 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Dorchester,  permit  a  179 
White  avenue  (West  Roxbury) — 

Sewer:  between  Woodman  and  Centre  sts.,  order  notice  a  467; 
hearing  468 
Whiteside,  John  H.— 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Whiting,  Albert  T.— 

Nominated  and  elected  director  of  public  institutions  a  175, 
c 187,  201,  a  211,  214, c  222 
Whitmore,  C.  J.  et  al.,  trustees- 
Hancock  St.,  plank  walks,  etc.,  petition  a  349 
Whitmore,  W.  H.— 

Drinking  fountain  junction  Shawmut  av.  and  Tremont  St.,  peti- 
tion a  413 
Harwich  St.,  sewer,  petition  and  order  of  notice  a  435;   hearing 
443;  order  passed  458 
Whitmore,  William  II.,  councilman  (ward  12) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  ordinances  11 ;  judiciary  11;   record 

commissioner  a  125,  c  131 
Remarks  : 

School  expenditures  5 

Rules  and  orders  of  common  council  6,  23,  38,  53 

Joint  rules  and  orders  9,  18,  542 

Amendments  to  rules  of  corumon  council  12 

Licensing  of  minors  16 

Street  and  health  departments  16 

Old  State-house  16 

Powers  of  school  committee  20,  31 

Lamb's  map  of  Boston  21 

Fire  in  Federal  and  Devonshire  sts.  21 

New  court-house  22,  42, 107,  292,  309,  622 

Contested  seat  in  ward  16  3l 

Topics  in  mayor's  address  39 

Contract  system  40 

City  hospital  50, 101,  5S4,  605 

Harbor  defences  50 

Washington's  birthday  57 

Assessors'  department  58,  69 

Public  library  66 

Recess  during  elections  67 

Thirteenth  joint  rule  74 

First  assistant  assessors  121,  147 

Member  of  board  of  health  135 

Superintendent  of  public  lands  136 


City  engineer  136 

Improved  sewerage  146 

Salaries  of  city  officers  149 

Badges  152 

Second  assistant  assessors  153, 160,  202,  204,  207 

City  officers  opposing  legislation  154,  206 

Sale  of  public  lands  166 

Extension  of  Broadway,  168 

Investigation  of  death  of  Joseph  Kenney  171 

Bridge  to  Charlestown  181 

Appropriation  bill  182 

Discontinuance  of  public  land  department  187 

Death  of  councilman  Joseph  Healy  218 

Excavating  machinery  224 

Printing  four  volumes  of  ancient  records  226,  250 

250th  anniversary  228,  239,  436,  438,  450,  462,  463,  475,  477 

Square  at  Meeting-house  hill  229,  249,  295 

Death  of  alderman  Bell  232 

Free  concerts  234 

Public  parks  234,  491,  504,  523,  525,  527,  538 

Owners  of  West  Roxbury  park  238 

Ordinance  in  relation  to  finance  249 

South-end  branch  library  253,  273 

Street  nomenclature  256,  273 

Removing  fences  enclosing  public  grounds  268 

Evasion  of  taxes  269 

Trustees  of  City  hospital  273 

Printing  registration  laws  274 

Stony  brook  290,  313,  319,  354,  382 

Committee  on  parks  295 

Decoration  day  296 

Special  counsel  312 

Use  of  council  chamber  322 

Fcurth  of  July  324,  347,  355 

Barrel  wagons  337,  356,  390 

Examination  of  manufacturing  establishments  354, 396, 398, 
407 

Assessments  on  real  estate  363 

New  main  from  Chestnut-hill  reservoir  372 

Codification  of  ordinances  379,  397,  604,  626,  638,  653 

Law  department  381,  391,  419 

Truants  and  absentees  from  school  405,  411,  420,  476 

Reducing  motions  to  writing  411,  421 

Free  use  of  ward-rooms  418 

Visit  to  Mystic  water  works  423 

Rewards  for  detection  and  conviction  of  incendiaries  436 

Increase  of  police  force  461,  536,  560,  625,  652 

Police  station  on  Back  bay  461 

Obstructions  in  Commercial  street  462 

Discharging  of  vessels  in  the  stream  475 

Pay  of  disabled  laborers  476 

Repairs  on  the  council  chamber  476 

Back-bay  improvements  502 

Telegraph  and  telephone  wires  537,  559 

Tax  titles  537 

Urinal  in  Maverick  sq.  548 

Committee  on  legislative  matters  549,  561,  578,  624 

Inspection  of  vinegar  565,  578 

Repeal  of  charter  provision  for  general  meetings  of  legal 
voters  565,  576 

Management  of  police  department  566,  576 

Right  of  member  not  voting  to  move  reconsideration  577 

Extension  of  Highland  park  601 

Horse  railroads  and  public  parks  602 

Soup  for  the  poor  621 

Verification  by  auditor  of  payment  of  interest  and   bonds 
648,  652 

Vote  by  mayor  in  board  of  aldermen  652 

Death  of  councilman  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  jr.  667 

Change  in  building  laws  670 

Election  of  assistant  assessors  671 

Treatment  of  the  poor  673 

Power  to  locate  departments  673,  695 

Repeal  of  ordinance  relating  to  contracts  674 

Limitation  of  municipal  expenditures  692 

Location  of  steam  fire-engine  No.  12  692 

School  committee  693 

Care  of  neglected  children  693 

Removal  of  house  offal  from  East  Boston  695 
Whitney,  William  S.— 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161,  a  175 
Whitney  street — 

Claims :  personal  injuries  a  43,  c  49 
Stable  :  petition  a  425 
Whittemore,  Eben  W. — 

Appointed  fence-viewer  a  214,  c  222 
Whitten,  Charles  Varney,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected :  committee  on  accounts  2 
Appointed  :  committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  and  county  buildings  12 

(resigned  30);    claims    12;    Mt.   Hope  and   Cedar  Grove 

cemeteries  12 ;   ordinances  12;   public  library  13 ;   treasury 

department  13;   public  parks  13;   treatment  of  poor  13; 

topics  in   mayor's  address   14;   inspection   of  prisons   15; 

cheap  postage  13;  celebration  of  250th  anniversary  44;  har- 
bor defences  44;  auditor's  estimates  125 ;  death  of  Joseph 
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Kenney211;  fourth  of  July  243;  reducing  number  of  con- 
stables 415 
Remarks  : 

Appropriation  bill  196 

Pay  of  laborers  197,  306 

Defalcation  in  treasurer's  office  521,  5S6,  614 

Constitutional  amendment  abolishing  tax  qualification  of 

Toters  553 
Increase  of  police  force  556 
New  court-house,  598,  608 
Free  soup  614 

Extra  pay  for  clerks  and  deputy  collectors  677 
Whitten,  Isaiah — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  a  155,  c  161 
Whitten,  John — 

10  Blossom  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  4S5 
Whittier,  Charles  A. — 

Newbury  st.  (ward  11) ,  stable,  petition  a  327 ;  permit  350 
Whitwell,  S.  H.— 

Corner  Beacon  and  Hereford  sts.,  sidewalks,  petition   a  276  ; 
order  passed  317 
Whitwell,  F.  A.  et  al.— 

Fairfield  St.,  between  Newbury  and  Boylston  sts.,  edgestones, 
gutters,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  413 
Wiggin,  Charles  E. — 

West  Cottage  St.,  grading,  petition  a  241 
Wiggin,  John  W. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  125 
Wi"glesworth,  Thomas  and  Henry  S.  Grew,  executors — 

^Repayment  of  taxes,  petition  c  636,  a  663;  leave  tojwithdraw 
c  671, a  676 
Wightman,  Henry  M. — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  engineer  a  114,  c  147 
Wightman,  Joseph  M. — 

Appointed  registrar  of  voters  a  109 
Wilbur,  N.  S.— 

City  hospital  land,  removal  of  temporary  wooden  building,  peti- 
*  tion  c  636,  a  663;  report,  referred  to  trustees  City  hospital 
c  670, a  676 
Wild,  G-.  W.— 

North  Beacon  st.,  near  Cambridge  st.  (ward  25),  wooden  addi- 
tion to  building,  petition  c  601 
Wild,  Henry  M.  et  al.— 

Cambridge  st.  (Brighton),  petition  for  flagging  crossing  a  13; 

report  483 
Harvard  av.  (ward  25),  lamp,  petition  a  124 
Wilder,  Marshall  P.  et  al. — 

Washington  st.  (Dorchester),  petition  against  track  a  93 
Columbia    st.    (Dorchester),   permission   to    occupy  sidewalk 
a  145 
Wildes,  Solomon,  heirs  of,  et  al. — 

Washington   St.,  crosswalk  between   Hanover    and    Elm  sts. 
petition  a  189 
Willard  place  (ward  25) — 

Stable :  petition  a  568 ;  report  590 
Willcutt,  L.  L.,  et  al.  of  ward  23— 

Mt.  Bellevue,  improvement  of  summit,  petition  c  32,  a  43 
Baker,  Centre,  Grove  sts.  (ward  23),  lamps,  petition  a  456 
Williams,  Andrew — 

Claim  :  Lawrence  school-house,  defective  drainage,  leave  to  with- 
draw a  280,  c  283 
Williams,  Arthur  K. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  and  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  83 
Williams,  A.  D.  et  al.— 

Corner  Dudley  st.  and  Mt.  Pleasant  av.,  location  of  engine  com- 
pany No.  12,  petition  a  543,  c  548 
Williams,  A.  D.— 

parnham  St.,  near  Gerard  st.  (ward  20),  wooden  building,  peti- 
tion a  613, c  621 
Williams,  Charles  H.,  councilman  (ward  11)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  health  11 ;  water  11 ;  claims  648 
Remarks  : 

Street  crossings  21 
City  hospital  103 
Member  of  board  of  health  135 
Intramural  interments  154 
Bridge  to  Charlestown  205 
Second  assistant  assessors  207 
Excavating  machinery  225 
Evasion  of  taxes  271 
Stony  brook  285,  313,  320 
Barrel  wagons  339,  356 

New  main  from  Chestnut  Hill  reservoir  372 
250th  anniversary  454,  463 
Back  Bay  improvements  502 
Public  parks  508 
Increase  of  police  force  561 
Visitors  to  City  hospital  on  Sundays  584 
Waste  of  water  604 
Death  of  councilman  Perkins  633 
Revised  ordinances  656 
Williams^Edward  H.— 

Centre  and  Pond  sts.,  sewer,  abatement  a  144 
Williams,  Edward  H.,  trustee — 

Centre  and  Pond  sts.,  sewer,  assessment  a  144 


Williams,  E.  II.  et  al.,  trustees — 

Stable :  court  off  Centre  St.,  petition  a  314  ;  permit  a  350 
Williams,  Edward  H.,  and  John  D.  Bryant,  trustees — 

Pond  and  Centre  sts.,  sewer,  abatement,  petition  a  174;  appeal 
to  jury  a  276 
Williams,  Gilbert — 

Petition  for  street  lamps  a  13 
Williams,  Henry  B. — 

St.  .lames  av.,  sewer,  petition  a  414;   order  for  hearing  415; 
hearing  426;  order  passed  446 

Nos.  62-72  St.  James  av.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  568 
Williams,  J.  D.  &  M.  et  al.— 

Central  st.  between  custom  house  and  Atlantic  av.,  paving, 
petition  a  327 
Williams,  John  .1..  archbishop  of  Boston — 

St.  Augustine  church,  boundary  line  adjusted  a  666,  c  670 
Williams,  John  .1. — 

Fifth  St..  damages,  petition  c  460;  report  referred  a  515,  521, 
c  523,  a  574 
Williams,  Martha  A.  et  al. — 

Worcester  sq.,  edgestones,  petition  a  568 
Williams,  Wright  W.— 

Appointed  constable  a  481 
Williams  court — 

Paving:  petition  a  43;  order  passed  574 
Williams  street  (ward  5) — 

Wooden  building:  rear  of  26,  extension,  petition  a  297,  c  307 
permit  a  350,  c  354 
Williams  street — 

Stable :  petition  a  109  ;  permit  a  128 

Sidewalks:  from  Shawmut  av.   to  Westminster    St.,    petition 
a413 
Williams  street  (ward  24)  — 

Stable:  petition  a  533;  permit  547 
Willis.  Sarah  E.— 

Washington  st.,  relocation  at  Brighton,  $139.50  damages  a  28 
Willis,  Sophia  E.— 

Bellevue  av.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  327  ;  permit  a  350 
Willow  court — 

Petition  that  it  be  lighted  a  568 
Wilmont  street — 

Sewer :  petition  a  109 ;  report  and  order  of  notice  144;  hearing 
155  ;  order  passed  300 

Edgestones,  sidewalks :  petition  a  425  ;  order  passed  a  447 

Edgestones:  petition  a  463;  order  passed  500 

Lamps:  petition  a  468 
AVilson,  Andrew  P. — 

Warren  bridge,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  276,  c  283,  a  S27, 
c  337  ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  429,  c  436 ;  petition  a  551,  c  559 ; 
leave  to  withdraw  a  650.  c  652 
Wilson,  C.  B.— 

238  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  456 ;  order  passed 
467 
Wilson,  George  L. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Wilson,  George  W.  et  al. — 

Appointment  of  Patrick  Norton   superintendent   of  common, 
petition  in  favor  a  94 
Wilson,  John  B. — 

62  Water  st.  (ward  5),  wooden  addition,  petition  c  565,  a  568 
Wilson,  Thomas  E.  el  al. — 

Opening  into  Orchard  park  from  Adams  st.  a  77,  c  86,  a  212, 
c220 
Wilson,  William — 

Putnam  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  327 ;  order  passed  367 
Winchester,  Artemas — 

West  Roxbury,  house  offal,  contract  c  228,  a  243 
Windsor  street — 

Plank  walk  :  petition  a  568 
Winnisimmet  Company — 

Release  a  64,  c  67 
Winship,  F.  Lyman — 

Gardner  St.  (ward  25),  planting  of  tree,  petition  a  241,  c  249 
Winship  street  (ward  25) — 

Crosswalks  :  petition  a  59  ;  report  483 

Stable :  corner  Union  St.,  petition  a  276 

Grade  damages :  petition  a  365;  leave  to  withdraw  574 
Winslow,  Rear-admiral  John  A. — 

Portrait  a  95, 145,  c  146, 166,  a  177,  c  181,  201 
Winter,  Julia  M. — 

Gardner  and  Lincoln  sts.  (Brighton),  edgestones,  petition  a 297 ; 
order  passed  317 
Winter  street — 

Crosswalk  :  opposite  No.  21,  petition  a  400 

Claims  :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  663,  c  670 
Winthrop,  John — see  Statues 
Winthrop  square  (Charlestown) — 

Enclosure,  petition  c  206;  leave  to  withdraw  a  265,  c  268 
Wise,  Edward,  agent — 

Centre  St.,  between  Lamartine  st.  and  Wise  pi.,  sewer,  petition 
a  276;  order  of  notice  317;   hearing  327;  order  passed  402 
Witherbee,  John  B. — 

Burroughs  St.,  sewer,  abatement  a  47 
Withcrell,  George  W. — 

Woodbine  St.,  near  Warren  st.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  613; 
permit  630 
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Witherell,  Melinda  G.— 

Warren  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  93,   c99;   leave  to 
withdraw  a  388,  c  390 
Wogan,  John  T.  &  Co.— 

Corner  Eliot  st.  and  Columbus  av.,  use  of  bill-board,  petition 
c  57,  a  59  ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  85,  c  86 
Wolf,  Peter,  jr.— 

Mechanic  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  93 
Wolffsohn,  Siegfried — 

Appointed  constable  a  83,  481 ;  bond  approved  a  230,  245 
Wolston,  John  R. — 

Appointed  fence-viewer  a  214,  c  222 
Wood,  H.  A.  et  al.— 

Burch  st.  (W.R.),  grading,  petition  a  26 
Wood  and  bark — 

Measurers  appointed  a  83, 125, 139,  209,  297,  400 
Woodbine  street — 

Sidewalks :  petition  a  124;  order  passed  a  281 
Lamps  :  J<o.  52,  petition  a  139 
Stables  :  petition  a  443 ;  permit  483 

Near  Warren  st.  (ward  21) ,  petition  a  613 ;  permit  630 
Woodman,  J.  G.  et  al. — 

Blue  Hill  av..  at  Schuyler  St.,  crosswalks,  report  a  248 
Woodman  street- 
Sewer  :  abatement  a  112 

Petition  a  586  :  leave  to  withdraw  664 
Lamps :  petition  a  456 
Woodward,  John  A. — 

Defalcation  in  city  treasury  a  521,  c  542,  a  568 
Wood*,  John  E.  et  al.— 

Western  av.,  land  taken,  petition  a  43 :   $2500  damages  388 
Woods,  S.  A.  et  al.— 

Fuller  st.,  plank  walk,  petition  a  189 
Woolley,  William,  alderman — 

Presides  as  senior  member  elect  1 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  bridges  12:  steam  engines  12:  engi- 
neer's department  12;  fire  department  12:  harbor  12; 
public  institutions  12;  salaries  13;  streets  (joint)  13; 
streets  (board  of  aldermen)  12 ;  pay  of  laborers  26 ;  cele- 
bration June  17th  139,  248 :  death  of  Joseph  Kenney  211 ; 
250th  anniversary  243 ;  fourth  of  July  243 ;  state  election 
returns  545  ;  regulation  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  556 ; 
municipal  election  returns  650 
Remarks : 

Drawing  of  jurors  64 

Fire  marshal  94 

Notices  of  committee  meetings  110 

Excavating  machinery  243 

Telegraph  and  telephone  lines  259,  353,  430,  459 

New  court-house  262, 298 

Eaton  square  298 

Pay  of  laborers  305 

Barrel  wagons  328 

Personal  explanation  466 

250th  anniversary  471 

Inspectors  of  election  482 

Polling-place  in  ward  13  486 

Constables  534 

Stony-brook  laborers  546 

Public  clock  in  Dorchester  557 

Free  soup  614 

Location  of  engine  No.  12  687 


Worcester,  Ira  R. — 

13  Ottawa  st.  (ward  22),  stable,  petition  a  414  ;  permit  483 
Worcester  square — 

Edgestones :  petition  a  568 
Worcester  street — 

Standpipe:  near  junction  with  Columbus  av.,  petition  a  209 
Wordsworth  streets — 

Stable :  petition  a  443 ;  permit  458 
Worthington,  Roland — 

Day  st.  ( Roxbnry) ,  damages,  petition  a  327,  c  337 
Worthington,  Roland,  jr. — 

Day  st.  (Roxbnry),  damages,  petition  a  327,  c  337 
Worthington,  R.  et  al. — 

Thornton  and  Oakland  sts.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  349 

Congress  sq.  and  Storey  pi.,  repaving.  petition  a  468 
Wright,  H.  A.  et  al.— 

Elmore  St.,  macadamizing,  petition  a  241 
Wright,  R.  S.  el  al.— 

Sycamore  St.,  grading,  petition  a  383 
Wright,  Warren  A.— 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Wyeth,  Andrew  N.,  jr. — 

Appointed:  weigher  and  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  S3;  public 
weigher  a  139 
Wyman,  Abraham  G. — 

Appointed  constable  a  456 
Wyman,  Asa — 

Columbia  and  New  Seaver  sts.  (Dorchester),  sidewalks,  petition 
a  276 ;  order  passed  317 
Wyman,  George  H.  et  al. — 

Warren  st.,  near  Gaston  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  174 
Wyman,  George  H. ,  councilman  (ward  21) — 

Oath3  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  assessors'  department  11 ;  common  11 

Elected :  trustee  of  City  hospital  a  29,  c  31 

Remarks  : 

Assessors'  department  6 
Second  assistant  assessors  207 
Free  concerts  233 
250th  anniversarv  463 
Wyman,  I.  C— 

28   Warwick  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,   petition  a  443:  order 
passed  458 
Wyman  street  (ward  22)  — 

Stable :  permit  a  159 
Wyoming  street  (Roxbnry) — 

Lamps :  petition  a  518 

Yard  master's  mutual  benefit  association — 

Invitation  accepted  a  230,  245,  c  249 
Tetter,  A.  B.  &  Co.— 

Sprinkling  streets,  petition  a  43 
Young.  George  W. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  499 

Zeigler,  A. — 

Corner  Station  and  Tremont  sts.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  568 
Zeigler,  W.— 

14  Alleghany  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  51S :  order 

passed  546 
Zeigler  street — 

Claims :  injuries  to  horse,  a  400,  c  405 
Telegraph  poles  a  534,  676 
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Organization  of  the  Government, 

JANUARY    5,    1880. 


The  members  elect  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
•were  called  to  order  at  10.15  A.  M.  by  Alderman 
Woolley,  senior  member  elect. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Common 
Council  that  a  quorum  of  that  body  were  present 
and  were  ready  to  be  qualified.  Immediately  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  accompanied  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice Gray  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  aud  the 
Chaplain,  Rev.  Charles  F.  Lee,  proceeded  to  the 
Council  Chamber. 

The  members  elect  of  the  Common  Council 
assembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  call- 
ed to  order  at  10  A.  M.,  by  Mr.  D.  J.  Sweeney,  St., 
of  WaTd  2,  the  senior  member. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21,  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  credentials  was  appointed  by  the 
Chair,  viz.,  Messrs.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21,  Howard 
of  Ward  4,  Coe  of  Ward  23,  Hart  of  Ward  18,  and 
Kendricken  of  Ward  20.  The  committee  per- 
formed the  duty  assigned  to  them  and  reported 
that  sixty  members  elect  were  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5,  that  gentle- 
man was  appointed  a  committee  to  inform  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  that  a  quorum  of  the  Council 
elect  are  present  ready  to  be  qualified.  Mr.  Sib- 
ley retired,  and  presently  reported  that  he  had 
performed  the  dirty  assigned,  and  that  the  mem- 
bers elect  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  would  soon 
be  present  for  the  purpose  of  qualification. 

Hon.  Horace  Gray,  chief  justice  ot  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  Rev.  Charles  F.  Lee  of  Charles- 
town,  the  members  elect  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  the  City  Clerk  entered  the  council  cham- 
ber and  took  seats  with  the  members  elect  of  the 
Council. 

William  Wool  ley,  senior  member  elect  of  the 
Board  of  Alderman  took  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Charles  F.  Lee  of 
Charfestown. 

The  Chief  Justice  gave  notice  that  as  the  Mayor 
was  unable  to  be  present,  the  oaths  of  office  would 
have  to  be  taken  by  the  members  of  both  branches 
elect  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  Chief 
Justice. 

The  usual  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to 
the  members  elect  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as 
follows: 

William  Woolley,  Clinton  Viles,  Hugh  O'Brien, 
Lucius  Slade,  Charles  Henry  Bass  Breck,  James 
Josenh  Flynn,  Joseph  Augustus  Tucker,  George 
Edwin  Bell,  Asa  Harden  Caton,  Frederick  Gris- 
wold  Walbridge,  George  Larkin  Thorndike, 
Charles  Varney  Wnitten. 

The  Chief  Justice  administered  the  usual  oaths 
of  office  to  the  members  elect  of  the  Common 
Council  present,  as  follows: 

Ward  1 — Harvey  N.  Shepard,  Martin  M.  Han- 
cock, Clarence  P.  Lovell. 

Ward  2— Daniel  J.  Sweeney  (Webster  street), 
Cornelius  F.  Doherty,  Daniel  J.  Sweeney  (Porter 
street). 

Ward  3— Benjamin  Brintna.ll,  Frank  E.  Sweet- 
ser,  Hiram  I  Mason. 

Ward  4— William  H.  Howard,  Otis  B.  Dudley, 
Andrew  J.  Bailey. 

Ward  5— Francis  W.  Pray,  Edwin  Sibley,  John 
P.  Hilton. 

Ward  6— John  A.  Kidney,  Andrew  A.  O'Dowd, 
Philip  J.  McLaughlin. 

Ward  7— John  Doherty,  John  P.  J.  Ward,  Will- 
iam J.  Welch. 

Ward  8— James  Christal,  John  B.  Fitzpatrick, 
Alden  E.  Viles. 

Ward  9  —  Malcolm  S.  Greenough,  Henry  W. 
Swift. 

Ward  10— Charles  Wheeler,  Joseph  Healy,  James 
G.  Freeman. 

Ward  11— Charles  F.  Austin,  William  F.  Whar- 
ton, Charles  H.  Williams. 

Ward  12  —  William  H.  Whitmore,  Patrick  H. 
Cronin. 

Ward  13— Thomas  H.  Devlin,  Martin  T.  Folan, 
John  I  Lane. 

Ward  14— Howard  Clapp,  Albert  F.  Lauten, 
Lewis  R.  Ttucker. 

Ward  15— Charles  W.  Donahoe,  Frank  F.  Far- 
well,  Henry  E.  Hosley. 

Ward  16 — John  Taylor,  John  E.  Bowker,  David 
F.  Barry. 


Ward  17— George  T.  Perkins,  John  W.  Morrison, 
Dudley  R.  Child. 

Ward  18— Nathan  Sawyer,  Thomas  F.  Hart,  Na- 
thaniel Brimbecom. 

Ward  19— Benjamin  F.  Anthony,  P.  James  Ma- 
guire,  Jeremiah  J.  McNamara. 

Ward  20— Paul  H.  Kendricken,  James  Devine, 
Timothy  A.  Murphy. 

Ward  21— Charles  E.  Pratt,  George  H.  Wyman, 
Charles  H.  Plimpton. 

Ward  22— Abraham  T.  Rogers. 

Ward  23— Henry  F.  Coe,  Alfred  S.  Brown,  John 
E.  Blakemofe. 

Ward  24— Henry  N.  Sawyer,  George  A.  Fisher, 
Horace  B.  Clapp. 

Ward  25r-George  W.  Hollis,  Austin  Bigelow. 

The  absentees  were  Messrs.  Henry  Parkman  of 
Ward  9  and  Thomas  J.  Denney  of  Ward  12. 

The  Chief  Justice  announced  that  the  Mayor 
had  taken  the  usual  oaths  of  office  privately  this 
morning. 

The  oaths  were  signed  by  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  convention  then  dissolved. 

Board    of    Aldermen. 

Upon  returning  to  the  Aldermen's  room,  Al- 
derman Woolley  took  the  chair,  and  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Viles  the  Board  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Chairman,  with  the  following  re- 
sult: 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Hugh  O'Brien  had 11 

Alderman  O'Brien  was  declared  elected. 

Alderman  Viles  was  appointed  a  committee  to 
conduct  the  Chairman  to  the  President's  desk. 

Upon  taking  the  chair  the  Chainu an  delivered 
the  following  address: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen— I  thank 
you  for  this  mark  of  your  favor.  To  be  selected 
as  your  Chairman  is  an  honor  r.hat  I  fully  appre- 
ciate, and  I  shall  endeavor  to  perform  the  duties 
faithfully  and  impartially.  We  commence  the 
new  year  under  very  favorable  circumstances. 
After  a  long  period  of  depression,  a  new  life  has 
been  imparted  to  all  branches  of  industry,  and 
there  is  now  a  promise  of  many  years  of  business 
prosperity.  Your  fellow  citizens  have  confided  to 
you  important  trusts,  and  I  feel  assurred  that  you 
have  accepted  these  trusts  with  a  determination 
to  give  your  whole  time  if  necessary  to  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  the  work.  The  most  impor- 
tant work  of  the  year  will  have  to  be  attended  to 
during  the  first  four  months.  The  appropriations 
for  the  different  departments  have  to  be  fixed  be- 
fore the  1st  of  May.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  say 
to  you  that  all  appropriations  should  be  carefully 
scrutinized  and  considered  and  no  money  expend- 
ed that  is  not  demanded  by  public  necessity.  Our 
city  holds  a  high  position  among  the  cities  of 
the  country  for  good  government,  but  it 
would  be  well  also  to  remember  the  fact 
that  our  Municipal  Government  costs  far  more 
than  any  city  government  in  the  country,  com- 
parative population  considered.  If  in  any  de- 
partment there  is  waste,  if  in  any  department  the 
expenses  have  been  run  up  beyond  a  reasonable 
limit,  do  not  hesitate  to  object  to  such  expendi- 
tures. A  prompt  attention  to  this  matter,  I  have 
no  doubt,  will  accomplish  good  results. 

I  might  repeat  what  I  said  last  year,  because  the 
experience  of  the  year  just  passed  has  proved 
the  truth  of  the  remarks — "Do  not  fritter  away 
your  time  on  a  reduction  of  salaries."  This  you 
will  find  a  most  unprofitable  work,  aud  the 
amount  saved  would  at  most  be  comparatively 
small.  Strike  at  the  large  appropriations;  cut 
them  down  to  reasonable  figures,  and  you  will  find 
that  this  is  the  most  practical  way  of  reducing 
the  bills  of  our  taxpayers. 

Notwithstanding  we  are  now  in  the  full  realiza- 
tion of  a  more  prosperous  state  of  business,  we 
must  not  forget  that  real  estate  has  to  bear  the 
burden  of  taxation,  and  that  real  estate  has  not 
yet  fully  recovered  from  the  depression  of  the 
past  six  years.  During  these  years  we  have  had 
to  submit  to  a  fearful  shrinkage.  The  valuation 
of  the  city  in  1874  was  $798,755,050*  against  a  valu- 
ation in  1879  of  $612,253,000.  Here  we  have  a 
shrinkage  in  six  years  of  $186, 501,450,  aDd  this  fact 
alone  should  lead  us  to  act  cautiously,  prudently 
and  carefully  in  the  expenditure  of  money.  It 
is  your  duty,  in  fact,  to  make  the  burden  of  taxa- 
tion as  light  as  possible,  and  you  have  the  power 
to  accomplish  this  result.  While  taking  care  that 
the  expenses  of  the  different  departments  are  cut 
down  to  figures  consistent  with  good  government. 
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at  the  same  time  we  cannot  afford  to  stand  still. 
We  have  to  compete  for  the  trade  of  the  country 
with  other  cities,  and  we  must  see  to  it  that  no 
interest  is  neglected.  Improvements  that  pro- 
mote our  business  welfare  as  a  commercial  city, 
improvements  that  encourage  manufacturing 
industry,  improvements  that  tend  to  preserve  the 
health  of  our  citizens  and  make  our  city  desirable 
as  a  residence,  should  not  be  overlooked.  With 
these  brief  remarks,  I  now  announce  that  the 
Board  is  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

NOTICE  OF  ORGANIZATION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  a  message  was 
sent  to  the  Common  Council  to  inform  that 
branch  that  Hugh  O'Brien  had  been  duly  elected 
Chairmau  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  Alder- 
man   ,  with  such  as  the  Common  Council 

may  join,  be  a  special  committee  to  take  charge 
of  the  improved  system  of  sewerage  during  the 
present  municipal  year. 

Alderman  Slade— My  reason  for  offering  this 
order  so  early  is  that  the  committee  may  possibly 
be  completed  in  the  Council  today,  and  there  are 
some  matters  in  that  department  that  need  im- 
mediate attention. 

The  order  was  passed,  and  Aldermen  Slade, 
Caton  and  Thorndike  were  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Board.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order — That  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  authorized 
to  approve  bills  for  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  standing  committees 
of  the  Board  not  having  charge  of  any  appropria- 
tion; also  by  individual  members  of  the  Board 
while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  official  duty; 
the  amount  of  said  bills  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.     Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Claims  be  authorized  to  draw  upon 
the  treasurer  by  special  draft  in  the  usual  form 
for  the  payment  of  all  executions  or  judgments 
of  court  against  the  city  when  properly  certified 
to  be  correct  by  the  City  Solicitor.  Read  twice 
and  passed.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded io  the  election  of  a  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Joseph  A.  Tucker  had 12 

George  L.  Thorndike 12 

Charles  V.  Whitten 12 

and  Messrs.  Tucker,  Thorndike  and  Whitten  were 
declared  elcted.    Notice  sent  down. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order,  That  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  1879  be 
adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  of  this  Board 

until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  Aldermen 

be  a  committee  to  examine  and  report  if  any  al- 
terations are  required  thereiu.  Passed,  and  Al- 
dermen Viles,  Slade  and  Walbridge  were  appoint- 
ed as  that  committee. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Common 
Council  that  that  body  had  organized  by  the 
choice  of  Harvey  N.  Shepar.d  as  President,  and 
Washington  P.  Gregg  as  Clerk.    Placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  a  message  was 
sent  to  the  Common  Council  proposing  a  conven- 
tion of  both  branches  of  the  City  Council  forth- 
with, for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  City  Clerk  for 
the  present  municipal  year. 

Alderman  Bell  offered  an  order— That  Mon- 
days, at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  be  assigned  as  the  day 
and  hour  for  holding  the  regular  meetings  of  the 
Board  until  otherwise  ordered.    Paf  sed. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  three  members  of  this 
Board,  be  appointed  to  determine  and  pay  the 
allowances  of  State  aid,  pursuant  to  existing  acts 
of  the  Legislature;  and  that  said  committee  have 
power  to  employ  a  paymaster  and  such  clerical 
assistance  as  maybe  required  for  that  purpose; 
and  that  the  expense  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Soldiers'  Relief.  Passed,  and  Alder- 
men Slade,  Pell  and  Walbridge  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

The  message  sent  to  the  Common  Council  pro- 
posing a  convention  of  the  two  branches  for  the 
election  of  City  Cleik  having  been  returned  as 
acted  upon  in  concurrence,  the  Board  proceeded 
to  the  Council  Chamber  to  take  part  in  the  con- 
vention. 

After  the  convention  was  dissolved,  the  Board 
resumed  business. 

An  order  came  down  adopting  the  joint  rules 


and  orders,  with  certain   amendments,  and  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  report  necessary  changes. 
Concurred,  and  Aldermen  "Viles  and  Slade  were 
joined  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 

Common  Council. 

After  the  Board  of  Aldermen  retired,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  signed  the  oaths  of 
office. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  resumed  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6,  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes  for  President, 
was  appointed,  viz.,  Messrs.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6, 
Hilton  of  Ward  5  and  Maguire  of  Ward  19. 

Mr.  Henry  Parkman,  member  elect  from  Ward 
9,  appeared,  and  the  Chief  Justice  administered 
to  him  the  usual  oaths  of  office. 

The  Committee  on  Ballot  for  President  retired 
and  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  ballots 67 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

Harvey  N.  Shepard  of  Ward  1  had 67 

and  Mr.  Shepard  was  declared  unanimously 
elected. 

Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  and  Swift  of 
Ward  9  were  appointed  a  committee  to  conduct 
Mr.  Shepard  to  the  chair,  which  they  did,  and 
Mr.  Shepard  was  introduced  as  the  President  of 
the  Common  Council  of  1880. 

President  Shepard  took  the  chair  and  said — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council — I  am  un- 
able to  express  to  you  my  appreciation  of  your 
kindness  in  electing  me  to  this  honorable  and  re- 
sponsible position;  but  I  sincerely  thank  you. 
Important  duties  have  been  committed  to  us 
which  it  is  expected  we  shall  meet  and  perform 
with  zeal  and  an  eye  single  to  the  welfare  of  the 
city.  In  a  short  time  you  will  be  called  upon  to 
elect  city  officials.  I  think  I  represent  the  senti- 
ments of  the  community  when  I  say  thit  those 
who  have  performed  their  part  well  and  faith- 
fully should  be  retained  in  office,  and  that  a 
change  should  be  made  only  when  clearly  de- 
manded by  the  public  good.  For  some  time  dis- 
satisfaction has  been  felt  and  expressed  in 
the  community  with  the  manner  in  which  our 
Assessors  have  been  elected.  It  is  expected  of 
this  Council  that  they  will  devise  and  decide  up- 
on some  plan  which  shall  be  an  improvement 
upon  the  mothods  of  the  past.  Without  going 
into  details  I  would  suggest  that  we  lengthen 
the  tenure  of  office  of  the  principal  Assessors,  and 
give  to  them  an  important  voice  in  the  selection 
of  their  assistants.  This  department  we  all  rec- 
ognize as  one  of  the  most  important  in  City  Hall. 
In  the  performance  of  its  duties  it  comes  home  to 
every  voter  and  every  taxpayer  of  the  citv.  It  is 
expected  that  we  shall  use  the  public  funds  with 
a  wise  and  prudent  economy — not  an  economy 
meaning  a  niggardly  policy,  nor  an  economy  that 
seeks  as  its  only  end  the  reduction  in  the  salaries 
of  the  public  servants.  An  efficient  public  ser- 
vant is  generally  worth  all  that  he  receives,  and 
an  inefficient  public  servant  should  be  displaced 
unhesitatingly,  for  he  is  dear  at  any  price.  We 
should  remember  that  in  public  and  private  busi- 
ness, experience  is  worth  something,  and  that  it 
should  receive,  as  it  deserves,  generous  compen- 
sation. 

We  shall  promote  an  economical  administration 
by  leaving  to  the  various  heads  of  departments 
the  control  of  their  own  business,  by  leaving  to 
them  the  hiring  and  discharging  of  their  own 
men,  and  then  holding  the  chiefs  to  a  rigid  ac- 
countability for  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
We  shall  promote  an  economical  administration 
by  carefully  watching  the  expenditures  and  stop- 
ping all  the  leaks  which  imperceptibly  multiply 
and  increase  in  any  large  enterprise,  by  refusing 
to  believe  that  every  cry  for  any  improvement  is 
a  cry  from  the  public;  for  sometimes  it  may 
come  from  interested  parties,  and  the  public 
money  should  be  voted  only  when  clearly  the  de- 
mand comes  from  the  community  at  large.  Yet 
there  are  certain  improvements  concerning  which 
we  need  feel  no  hesitation.  The  defective  drain- 
age of  the  city  of  Boston  must  he  remedied  at  any 
cost.  We  regret  today  the  absence  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  I  am  certain  I  express  the  wish  and  feeling 
of  every  member  of  this  Council,  when  I  say  that 
we  sympathize  with  him  in  his  severe  affliction, 
and  in  this  hour  of  his  trial  and  trouble  it  is 
proper  that  we  should  hear  the  words  of 
those  who  have  given  much  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter, who  from  their  calling  are  competent  to 
speak,  that  one  cause  of  that  terrible  disease — not 
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necessarily  in  his  case,  but  in  the  city  at  large — is 
the  defective  drainage  of  the  city  of  Boston.  We 
shall  be  called  upon  this  year  to  make  some  ap- 
propriation toward  the  completion  of  the  Back 
Bay  Park,  and  it  may  be  that  we  shall  be  asked  to 
consider  the  scheme  for  the  building  of  the 
Charles  River  embankment.  If  so,  I  trust  we 
shall  remember  that  nature  has  given  to  the  city 
of  Boston  an  opportunity  to  make  itself  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  cities  in  the  world.  There  are 
many  in  the  community  who  think  that  a  large 
park  should  be  laid  out  within  the  borders  of 
West  Roxbury,  and  there  are  others  who  believe 
that  the  time  has  come  when  the  natural 
beauties  of  City  Point  should  be  secured 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  There 
are  other  improvements  which  undoubtedly  will 
come  before  us.  As  the  city  increases  in  its  busi- 
ness and  population,  new  wants  are  felt  and  will 
make  themselves  known.  We  must  remember 
that  the  city  of  Boston  is  today  the  headquarters 
of  the  largest  and  most  important  manufacturing 
industries  of  this  continent;  and  I  trust  we  shall 
not  forget  that  the  time  has  been  when  this  city 
was  the  first  in  commercial  importance  in  this 
couDtry.  Let  us  so  act  with  a  wise  and  generous 
policy  that  so  far  as  we  are  able  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton may  regain  that  place  of  commercial  suprem- 
acy. But  in  all  these  matters  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  community  that  the  public  indebtedness 
should  not  be  needlessly  increased.  Wherever 
possible  we  should  meet  the  expense  of  any 
public  enterprise  from  the  tax  levy  and  not 
by  increasing  the  indebtedness  of  the  city.  It 
will  be  my  part  first,  to  appoint  the  committees 
of  the  Common  Council.  In  selecting  the  men,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  consider  their  qualifications, 
their  callings  and  occupation  in  life,  and  in  eases 
where  it  seems  to  me  to  be  important,  to  give  a 
proper  representation  upon  the  committees  to  the 
different  sections  of  the  city.  There  are  two 
classes  of  men  to  be  found,  I*  doubt  not,  in  this 
Council,  as  in  all  other  bodies.  Some  seem  willing 
to  serve  upon  many  committees,  and  others 
shrink  from  committee  service.  The  latter  are 
easily  accommodated,  and  the  first  I  hope  will  re- 
member that  if  the  whole  number  of  committee 
places  is  divided  by  the  whole  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  there  will  not  remain  two 
places  1  or  each  member  of  the  Council.  What- 
ever may  be  the  appointments,  I  bespeak  your 
charitable  consideration,  that  you  will  believe  it 
is  my  intention  to  appoint  such  men  as  it  seems 
to  me  will  best  subserve  the  city's  welfare  and 
best  interest. 

The  Committee  on  Health  will  be  an  important 
committee  this  year.  By  an  ordinance  of  the  last 
Council  the  Bathing  Department  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Health  Department.  It  is  also 
thought  by  many  that  the  powers  of  the  board 
should  be  "enlarged.  Of  equal  and  even  greater 
importance  will  be  the  Committee  on  Water  this 
year.  It  is  necessary  that  a  new  main  be  built 
from  the  reservoir  to  the  city  proper,  and  another 
to  the  Mystic  pumping  station.  The  people  of 
East  Boston  have  justly  and  properly  complained 
of  the  quality  of  the  water  furnished  them.  This 
past  year  that  water  became  so  offensive  to  taste 
and  smell,  so  injurious  to  health,  that  the  Mystic 
supply  was  cut  off  and  the  Cochituate  supplied  in 
its  place.  But  there  is  not  a  sufficient  head  from 
this  latter  supply  to  furnish  the  houses  upon  the 
high  land  upon  the  island.  When  the  Water 
Committee  are  considering  the  need  of  giving  an 
increased  supply  of  water  to  the  city  of  Boston,  I 
hope  they  will  also  consider  the  needs  of  the  peo- 
ple of  East  Boston,  and  that  hereafter  they  too 
may  rective  water  of  good  and  sufficient  quality 
and  quantity. 

Two  changes  that  were  made  in  the  committees 
last  year  do  not  commend  themselves  to  mv  judg- 
ment. I  refer  to  the  committees  on  Legislative 
Matters  and  Ordinances.  The  President,  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  was  made  chairman  of  each  of  those 
committees.  I  request  of  you,  gentlemen,  that  I 
may  be  excused  from  serving  in  that  capacity, 
and  that  you  will  make  such  changes  in  the  joint 
rules  as  will  bring  about  that  result.  It  will  be 
my  purpose  to  keep  aloof  from  the  discussions 
and  debates  of  the  Council,  that  my  ruling?  and 
decisions  may  be  removed  as  far  as  possible  from 
the  suspicion  of  bias. 

In  closing,  gentlemen,  permit  me  to  ask  your 
indulgence,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  our 
meetings  may  be  harmonious;  that  there  may  be 
no  talk  or  cry  of  party;  but  that  we  may  act 
simply  as  representatives  of  the  citizens  of  a 
great  city,  determined  to  accomplish,  as  far  as 


we  are  able,  its  good.  Again  thanking  you,  gen- 
tlemen, I  await  your  pleasure. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8,  a  ballot 
for  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  was  ordered. 
Committee— Messrs.  Christal  of  Ward  8,  Wheel- 
er of  Ward  10  and  Sibley  of  Ward  5. 

While  the  committee  were  out,  Mr.  Thomas  J. 
Denney  of  Ward  12  appeared,  and  the  usual  oaths 
of  office  were  administered  to  him  by  the  Chief 
Justice. 

The  ballot  for  Clerk  resulted  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 71 

Washington  P.  Gregg  had 71 

Mr.  Gregg  was  declared  unanimously  elected. 

The  usual  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  Mr. 
Gregg,  and  he  assumed  the  duties  of  Clerk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9,  an  or- 
der was  passed  and  that  gentleman  was  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  inform  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
that  the  Council  was  organized  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business.  He  performed  that  duty  and 
presently  reported  accordingly. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  that  they  had  organized,  and  proposing 
a  joint  convention  for  the  election  of  a  City  Clerk. 
The  Council  concurred  in  the  request. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That  the 
joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  City  Council  of  1879 
be  adopted  as  the  joint  rules  and  orders  of  the 
City  Council  of  1880  until  otherwise  ordered,   and 

that  Messrs. ,    with    such    as   the  Board  of 

Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to  report 
what  changes  may  be  necessary. 

The  order  passed  to  a  second" reading. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  rules  and  orders  of  the 
City  Council  of  1879  be  and  are  hereby  adopted  as 
the  joint  rules  and  orders  of  this  City  Council 
until  otherwise  ordered,  with  a  change  in  rule], 
so  that  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  and  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Ordinances  shall  consist  of  two  Aldermen  and 
three  members  of  the  Common  Council;  and  that 
Messrs. ,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men may  join,  be  appointed  to  report  what  fur- 
ther changes,  if  any,  in  the  joint  rules  and  orders 
are  necessary. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed.  Messrs.  Sibley  of  Ward  5, 
Sweeney,  Si-.,  of  Ward  2,  and  Coe  of  Ward  23  were 
appointed  on  said  committee. 

Later  in  the  session,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Healy, 
the  vote  by  which  the  order  was  passed  was  re- 
considered, and  the  order  was  amended  so  that 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  should  consist  of 
three  Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the  Common 
Council.  As  amended  the  order  was  passed.  Mr. 
Healy  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  W  hitmore  of  Ward  12  asked  if  it  could  be 
reconsidered  again,  and  the  President  ruled  that 
the  motion  was  in  order,  the  order  having  been 
amended  since  it  was  reconsidered,  and  was  vir- 
tually a  new  matter. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Common  Council  of  1879 
be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  of  this  Council 

until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  Messrs. 

be  a  committee  to  report  what  changes  in  said 
rules  and  orders  may  be  necessary.  Passed,  and 
Messrs.  Sibley  of  Ward  5,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward 
2,  and  Coe  of  Ward  23  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order— That 
joint  special  committees,  each  consisting  of  three 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  with  such  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appoint- 
ed to  nominate  the  following-Dameo  officers: 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  Superintendents  of 
Bridges,  Clerk  of  Committees,  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Buildings,  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  Superintendent  of  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Grounds,  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands, 
City  Architect,  Superintendent  of  Sewers, 
City  Messenger,  City  Engineer,  City  Surveyor, 
City  Registrar,  Commissioner  for  Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery,  Directors  for  Public  Institutions, 
Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  Trustees  of  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery,  Trustees  of  City  Hospital,  Com- 
missioner of  the  Sinking  Fund,  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, City  Treasurer,  Collector  of  Taxes, 
Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters. 

Amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coe,  accepted  by 
Mr.  Christal,  by  inserting  Managers  of  the  Old 
South  Association,  and  as  amended  passed.  Sent 
up. 
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Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  au  order— That 
a  joint  special  committee,  consisting  of  five  mem- 
bers of  this  board,  with  such  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  all  matters  of  unfinished  business  relating  to 
pubic  parks. 

At  this  point  the  proceedings  were  interrupted 
by  the  entrance  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  to  hold  a  joint  convention,  after  which 
the  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

JOINT    CONVENTION. 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  both  branches,  a  joint 
convention  was  held  for  the  election  of  City  Clerk. 
Alderman  O'Brien  presided. 

Alderman  Viles  and  Councilmen  Swift  and  Lov- 
ell  were  appointed  to  collect  and  count  votes  for 
City  Clerk.    They  reported  the  result  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 84 

Necessary  for  a  choice 43 

S.  F.  McCleary  had 84 

Mr.  McCleary  was  declared  elected,  and  the 
usual  oath  of  office  was  administered  by  J.  P. 
Healy,  City  Solicitor. 

The  convention  then  dissolved. 

COMMON     COUNCIL    RESUMED. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Wara  23  offered  an  order — That 
Thursdav  next,  at  8  P.  M.,  be  assigned  as  the  time 
for  the  "election,  on  the  part  of  ihe  Council,  of  a 
Standing  Committee  on  Finance.  Read  twice 
and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Brown  of  Ward  23,  Ken- 
dricken  of  Ward  20,  and  Howard  of  Ward  4  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  make  nominations. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  20  offered  an  order — That 
the  Municipal  Register  be  printed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders, 
who  may  employ  such  assistance  as  may  be  neces- 
sary; and  that  they  also  prepare  a  pocket  edition 
of  the  rules  and  a  list  of  members  and  commit- 
tees; the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Printing.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  special  committee  to  take  charge  of  the  im- 
proved system  of  sewerage  during  the  present 
municipal  year.  Passed  in  concurrence,  and 
Messrs. Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2,  Plimpton  of  Ward 
21,  Clapp  of  Ward  14,  Greenough  of  Ward  9  and 
Brintnall  of  Ward  3  were  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  offered  an  order— That 
Thursday  next,  at  8.30  P.  M.,  be  assigned  as  the 
time  for'the  election  on  the  part  of  this  Council 
of  a  Standing  Committee  on  Accounts,  and  that 
Messrs. be  a  committee  to  nominate  the  can- 
didates. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Fisher  of  Ward  24,  Han- 
cock of  Ward  1,  and  Welch  of  Ward  7  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee. 

Mr.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21  olfered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next,  at  7.30  P.  M.,  and  that  that  be  the 
day  and'hour  of  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil until  otherwise  ordered.     Passed. 

Mr.  Murphy  of  Ward  20  offered  an  order— Th»» 
a  standing  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of 
five  members  of  this  Council. 


Passed,  and  Messrs.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21, 
Penney  of  Ward  12,  Blakemore  of  Ward  23, 
Wharton  of  Ward  11,  and  Ward  of  Ward  7  were 
appointed  said  committee. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order — That 
five  members  of  this  Council,  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  impiovement  of  S.ony  Brook, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  190  of  the  acts  of 
1874,  with  authority  to  remove  obstructions  in  and 
over  said  brook  or  the  tributaries  thereof,  to  divert 
the  water  and  alter  the  course  and  deepen  the 
channel  thereof,  and  to  take  and  purchase  such 
lands  as  may  be  required  for  said  purpose. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  olfered  an  order— That  a 
joint  special  committee  consisting  of  five  mem- 
bers of  this  board,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen may  join,  be  a  committee  to  resume  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  on 
the  Treatment  of  the  Poor.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That  the 
joint  standing  and  other  committees  when  ap- 
pointed resume  the  unfinished  business  appro- 
priate to  them  referred  from  last  year.    Passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — 1  have  a  resolve 
which  I  wish  to  offer,  and  this  seems  to  be  a  suita- 
ble time.  You  all  have  noticed  the  unfortunate 
circumstance  which  has  deprived  the  ceremonies 
of  the  day  of  a  great  deal  of  their  impressiveness. 
I  refer  to  the  absence  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
and  the  unfortunate  domestic  occurrence  which 
compels  that  absence.  That  has  been  referred  to 
by  you,  sir,  in  your  address.   I  offer  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council  of  1880  deeply  regret  the  domestic  afflic- 
tion which  has  prevented  the  attendance  of  his 
Honor  tut  Mayor  at  the  inaugural  proceedings, 
and  that  they  respectfully  offer  their  warmest 
sympathy  to  him  on  his  terrib'e  bereavement. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Council  be 
requested  to  sign  and  transmit  a  copy  of  this 
resolve  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  resolve  ana  order  were  passed  by  a  unani- 
mous rising  vote. 

Mr.  Howard  of  Ward  4  moved  that  the  seats  of 
the  members  be  selected  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  moved  that  the  late  Pres- 
ident have  the  first  choice  of  a  seat. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18  moved  that  the  two 
senior  members — Messrs.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  and  Mr. 
Sibley — have  the  first  choice. 

Mr.  Sibley — Mr.  Sibley  is  no  more  a  senior  mem- 
ber than  his  colleague,  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5. 

The  President— Will  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
18  indicate  whom  he  means  ? 

Mr.  Sawyer — 1  mean  the  three  senior  members. 

Mr.  Lauten  accepted  the  amendment. 

The  motion  as  amended  was  declared  lost.  Mr. 
Lauten  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council  was 
divided — 20  for,  50  against. 

The  members  proceed  to  draw  for  seats  in  the 
usual  manner,  after  which  the  Council  adjourned 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Ward  16,  and  stood 
adjourned  until  Thursday  next  at  7%  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    8,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Claims  to  draw 
upon  the  Treasurer,  by  special  draft,  for  pay- 
ment of  all  executions  and  judgments  of  court 
against  the  city.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Aldermen  Tucker, 
Thorndike  and  Whitten  as  a  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts on  the  part  of  the  Board.    Placed  on  file. 

AUDITOR'S     EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  Jan.  1  (City  Doc.  No. 
4),  was  received.    Sent  up. 

Total  appropriations,  .$12,057,453.73;  expended, 
$8,730,722.29;  unexpended,  $3,926,731. 44. 

POLICE    DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Police  Commissioners  on  the 
doings  of  the  department  for  December  was  re- 
ceived.   Sent  up. 

SCHOOL   ACCOMMODATIONS. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  additional  accommodations  for  the 
Prince  School.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction.    Sent  up. 

SCHOOL    EXPENDITURES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  ©f  Boston,     1 
Rooms  of  School  Committee,  | 
Boston,  Jan.  6,  1880.     ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston— The  Committee  on  Accounts'of  the  School 
Committee  respectfully  represent  that  their  esti- 
mates of  expenditures  required  to  carry  on  the 
public  schools  for  the  current  financial  year,  pre- 
sented to  the  City  Government  Feb.  1,  1879,  were 
as  follows : 

Salat  ies  of  instructors $1,11 1,273 

"        "officers 56,7<i0 

School  expenses 250,100 

Total $1,418,133 

The  amount  appropriated   by  your  honorable 

body  was  as  follows : 

For  salaries  of  instructors $1,055,000 

"       "  "officers 50,000 

"  school  expenses 195,000 

Total $1,300,000 

Total  reduction  made  by  the  City  Council %  118,133 


Tlie  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee used  the  greatest  care  in  making  their  esti- 
mates for  the  year,  calculating  the  precise 
amounts  to  be  paid  to  each  instructor,  instead  of 
estimating  at  the  maximum  salary  for  all  of  them, 
as  had  been  the  custom  of  their  predecessors  in 
office. 

The  aporopriation  made  was  to  cover  the  finan- 
cial year  from  May  1,  1879,  to  May  1,  1880,  but  the 
instructors  had  already  been  elected  and  their 
salaries  fixed  for  the  school  year  ending  Aug.  31, 
1879,  and  no  material  reduction  in  this  item  could 
be  made  applicable  to  the  first  five  months  of  the 
financial  year.  To  make  a  reduction  of  $118,133 
in  the  remaining  seven  months  of  the  year,  which 
was  at  the  rate  of  $200,000  per  annum,  was  not 
considered  practicable  by  the  School  Board.  The 
salaries  of  the  instructors  were  reduced  in  1877 
and  again  in  1878,  and  the  board  were  almost 
unanimously  opposed  to  a  further  reduction 
for  the  present  year.  In  carrying  out  the 
plan  adopted  for  supplying  the  pupils  of 
the  publu  schools  with  text  books  and  sta- 
tionery, the  School  Board  have  expended  a 
large  amount  in  the  purchase  of  such  material, 
estimated  at  $82,393  for  the  last  six  months.  As 
an  offset  to  a  considerable  portion  of  this  item, 
the  supply  agent  has  in  his  hands  bills  against 
parents  and  guardians,  who  have  promised  to 
pay  them  in  March  next,  amounting  to  about 
$40,000,  and  against  those  who  represented  them- 
selves as  unable  to  pay  them,  bills  for  over  $50,- 
000,  such  a  portion  of  which  will  be  made  collect- 


able as  the  Board  ot  Assessors  may  determine  in 
the  next  tax  bills.  The  amount  of  books  and 
other  supplies  now  in  the  hands  of  the  supply 
agent  is  estimated  at  $37,000. 

With  these  explanations  the  Committee  on 
Accounts  respectfully  submit  that  the  amount 
deducted  from  the  appropriations  asked  for  for 
the  current  financial  year  are  absolutely  needed 
to  carry  on  the  schools  till  the  end  of  that  year. 
They,  therefore,  respectfully  request  your  honor- 
able body  to  make  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$118,113  for  school  expenditures  for  the  remainder 
of  the  current  financial  year  as  follows : 

For  salaries  of  Instructors $62,383 

"'  "      School  officers 3,750 

For  school  expenses 52.000 

Total  appropriation  needed $118,133 

In  making  the  appropriations  for  the  current 
year,  your  honorable  body  directed  the  School 
Committee  "to  discontinue  all  the  schools  for  the 
residue  of  this  year"  when  the  appropriations 
were  exhausted.  At  the  meeting  of  the  School 
Committee  held  Jan.  6, 1880,  the  following  order, 
intended  to  carry  out  these  instructions,  was  pre- 
sented and  was  laid  on  the  table: 

Ordered,  That  all  the  public  schools  of  the  city 
of  Boston  be  discontinued  for  the  residue  of  the 
year,  from  and  including  Feb.  21, 1880;  and  that 
all  instructors  be  discharged  from  the  service  of 
the  city  at  the  close  of  school  hours  on  the  20th 
day  of  February,  1880. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts,  authorized  to  act 
as  a  Committee  of  Conference,  respectfully  re- 
quest your  honorable  body  to  appoint  a  committee 
with  whom  they  may  confer  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject of  this  communication. 

For  the  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the  School 
Board.  AVilliam  T.  Adams, 

Chairman. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9 — I  move  that  the  com- 
munication be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  when  appointed,  and  that 
that  committee  serve  as  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  City  Council;  and  further, 
that  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  consid- 
er and  report  what  further  legislation  is  necessa- 
ry concerning  the  relations  ot  the  City  Council 
with  the  School  Board. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  entirely  agree 
with  the  motion  as  offered,  but  I  desire  to  offer, 
as  a  further  amendment,  a  matter  wliich  will  un- 
doubtedly meet  the  approval  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9.  I  will  offer  the  order,  with  one 
change,  which  will  be  found  in  City  Doc.  108  of 
last  year.  I  am  very  sorry  that  in  the  last  Council 
there  was  no  opportunity  to  examine  the  subject 
on  which  I  submitted  a  minority  report  last 
month.  It  came  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  last  year  on  an  order  in  regard  to 
transferring  some  of  the  powers  now  held  by  the 
City  Council  to  the  School  Committee,  involving 
mainly  the  idea  of  having  the  School  Committee 
certify  the  school  tax,which  should  be  assessed  and 
collected  separately  on  the  .tax  bill,  but  at  the 
same  time  that  the  other  tax  bills  are  collected. 
I  ventured  to  point  out  at  that  time  the  action 
taken  last  year  by  the  School  Board.  I  pointed 
out  the  fact  that  while  the  City  Council  had  no 
control  over  the  expenditures  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  nearly  all  of  the  items  in  their 
expenses,  we  had  during  the  year  cut  down  the 
approDriations  to  a  considerable  amount,  and 
saved  some  $118,000  on  the  sum  total.  But  now 
the  School  Committee  come  to  us  and  tell  us  very 
properly  that  we  did  n't  understand  our  business; 
that  we  undertook  to  cut  down  accounts  of  which 
we  know  nothing,  and  the  result  would  be  a  diffi- 
culty in  the  School  Department.  I  therefore  off er 
the  order  in  City  Doc.  108,  leaving  out  the  clause 
in  regard  to  the  custody  of  the  school  buildings, 
and  move  that  it  be  also  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Instruction. 

The  order  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session, 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  transferring  to  the  School 
Committee  ot  Boston  the  charge  of  all  expendi- 
tures connected  with  the  public  schools;  and  di- 
recting the  city  officers  to  assess  and  collect  a 
separate  tax  for  school  purposes,  in  the  same 
manner  that  a  State  tax  and  a  county  tax  are  now 
assessed  upon  and  collected  from  the  taxpayers 
of  Boston. 

Mr.  Parkman— Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  to  offer  his  amendment  as  a  substi- 
tute for  my  motion? 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


The  President— I  do  not  understand  he  desires 
that  your  order  shall  not  be  referred  as  moved, 
but  that  his  order  shall  also  be  referred  to  the 
committee.    Am  I  right? 

Mr.  Whitmore — That  was  to  be  the  effect  of  it; 
but  as  his  motion  was  a  little  indefinite,  I  thought 
my  order  would  accomplish  the  result  intended  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  believe  it  is  for  a  peti- 
tion to  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature. 
Should  it  not  be  altered  to  mean  the  present  ses- 
sion ? 

The  President— It  is  a  subject  for  the  commit- 
tee to  consider,  and  I  suppose  they  will  report  the 
order  in  proper  form. 

The  whole  subject  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Instruction  when  appointed.  Sent 
up. 

SEAT    OF    A    MEMBER    CONTESTED. 

Mr.  "Whitmore  of  Ward  12  presented  the  fol- 
lowing: 

To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston — The  undersigned  desires  to  contest 
the  seat  now  occupied  by  John  E.  Bowker  from 
Ward  16,  for  these  reasons,  viz. :  That  the  re- 
count of  votes  as  made  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  incorrect,  and  more  votes  were  cast  for 
John  J.  Scollard  than  for  John  E.  Bowker;  that 
more  ballots  were  thrown  and  counted  than  there 
were  checks  on  the  voting  lists,  and  that  the 
names  of  men  were  checked  on  the  voting  list 
who  did  not  vote,  sufficient  to  change  the  result 
of  the  election.  Your  petitioner  therefore  prays 
that  the  Common  Council  will  investigate  the 
matter  through  its  appropriate  committee. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  J.  Soollard. 

Referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Elec 
tions. 

INTRAMURAL     INTERMENTS. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  presented  the  following: 
Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  ) 
Boston,  Jan.  8, 1880.     ) 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  Boston:  Gen- 
tlemen—In view  of  the  fact  that  several  of  the 
cemeteries  within  the  thickly  populated  parts  of 
the  city  have  already  been  used  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  grounds  have  become  completely  satu- 
rated with  the  poisonous  gases  evolved  by  decom- 
position, so  that  the  further  disturbance  of  the 
grounds  or  use  of  the  tombs  therein  for  burial 
purposes  must  of  necessity  be  detrimental  to 
public  health,  and  in  view  also  of  the  fact  that  all 
laws  heretofore  passed  have  proved  ineffectual 
for  closing  such  tombs,  the  Board  of  Health  re- 
spectfully petitions  your  honorable  body  to  ob- 
tain such  legislation  as  will  prevent  further  buri- 
als in  the  following  cemeteries,  to  wit,  King's 
Chapel,  Granary,  Copp's  Hill,  Central,  South, 
Eustis-street,  Kearsarge,  St.  Augustine;  to  the 
end  that  said  several  plots  of  ground  may 
be  carefully  preserved  from  desecration,  and  for- 
ever kept  as  interesting  memorials  of  the  past, 
and  as  breathing  places  for  future  generations. 
Respectfully, 

S.  H.  Durgin,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health  to 
be  appointed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins.    Sent  up. 

ORDER  FOR  NOMINATING  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  he  offered  an  order — That 
joint  spi-sial  committees,  eaoh  consisting  of  three 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  with  such  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
nominate  candidates  for  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  City  Solicitor,  Water  Registrar  and 
Commissioner  of  Prison  Point  Bridge.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

RULES    AND     ORDERS    OF  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doc.  No.  G): 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  rules  and 
orders  for  the  government  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil for  the  year  1880,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  rules 
and  orders  for  the  Common  Council  of  1870,  as 
printed  in  the  Municipal  Register  for  that  year, 
with  the  amendment  adopted  May  29,  1879,  be 
adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  govern- 
ment of  this  Council,  with  the  following  amend- 
ments, namely: 

Section  25.  Add  the  following:  "The  Council 
shall  not  be  adjourned  for  want  of  quorum  until 
the  fact  that  a  quorum  is  not  present  has  been 
assertained  by  calling  the  roll  of  members." 


Sect.  41.  Insert  before  the  word  "motions,"  in 
the  seventh  line,  on  page  62,  of  said  Municipal 
Register,  the  words  "notices  of." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edwin  Sibley, 

Chairman. 

The  question  was  upon  accepting  the  report 
and  adopting  the  rules  as  changed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  this  report  be  ac- 
cepted, and  that  the  recommendations  of  the 
committee  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  at  eight  o'clock;  and  for  this 
reason— I  have  for  some  time  past  had  occasion 
to  examine  the  rules  of  the  Common  Council,  and 
I  think  I  can  convince  the  Council,  whenever  the 
time  comes,  that  something  more  is  desirable 
than  the  mere  hasty  glance  which  has  been  given 
to  them  by  the  committee  at  this  time.  I  think  I 
can  demonstrate  to  the  Council  that  some  of  the 
rules  are  unnecessary,  some  contradictory,  and 
that  considerable  changes  in  the  way  of  extension 
and  greater  accuracy  of  expression  are  necessary 
to  make  the  rules  as  good  as  they  should  be.  I 
did  not  anticipate  that  this  report  would  make 
such  slight  changes  and  be  sent  in  tonight.  If  I 
had  thought  so,  I  would  have  endeavored  to  be 
prepared  to  state  what  changes  would  be  worthy 
of  consideration.  But  I  desire  to  remind 
the  Council  that  these  rules  have  been  in 
existence  for  a  number  of  years,  with 
very  slight  changes,  and  at  the  present 
time  there  is  a  discussion  going  on  with  regard  to 
parliamentary  law  which  will  lie  very  instructive 
to  us.  I  refer  to  the  changes  going  on  in  the 
rules  of  the  National  House  of  Representatives. 
I  think  it  ought  to  be  considered  that  the  Nation- 
al House  of  Representatives  occupies  the  same 
position  in  this  country  in  regard  to  parliamen-  • 
tary  law  that  Parliament  does  in  England;  and 
when  a  committee  has  been  engaged  in  changing 
the  rules  of  the  House,  I  think  it  will  be  worth 
while  for  us  to  look  them  over  before  we  adopt 
ours.  Gentlemen  may  not  have  looked  that  mat- 
ter over  as  closely  as  I  have.  The  report  has  been 
sent  in  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  I  no- 
tice the  matter  has  come  before  them  today; 
probably  the  amended  rules  will  be  adopted  dur- 
ing the  present  week.  For  that  reason,  I  hope 
the  Council  will  let  this  matter  go  over  for  a 
week.  I  move  that  the  report  be  accepted  and 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  would  like  to  hear 
from  some  of  the  committee  on  this  subject.  I 
have  no  doubt  they  have  examined  it  very  thor- 
oughly. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5—1  believe  there  is  a  mo- 
tion before  the  House  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
committee.  If  there  is  any  objection  to  doing  so, 
I  would  answer  it;  but  I  don't  understand  there 
is. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  hope  the  suggestion 
of  my  friend  from  Ward  12  will  prevail,  as  this  is 
a  very  important  matter  which  should  receive 
due  consideration.  There  are  many  new  members 
of  the  Council  who  perhaps  are  not  familiar  with 
the  workings  and  operations  of  the  Council,  and 
who  are  particularly  interested  in  the  city's  wel- 
fare; and  as  this  is  such  an  important  matter,  I 
hope  it  will  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  As 
a  member  of  the  Council  last  year,  I  feel  like  con- 
sidering it  myself.  I  have  been  led  to  regard  the 
rules  of  the  Council  as  very  imperfect,  and  I  think 
they  are  worth  more  consideration  than  we  have 
given  the  matter.  I  am  willing  to  give  the  new 
members  an  opportunity  to  consider  the  matter, 
as  desired  by  my  friend  from  Ward  12,  and  I  hope 
it  will  prevail. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
the  question  came  on  assigning  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Sibley — While  1  do  not  oppose  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 1  wish  to  state  that 
this  matter  has  been  pretty  carefully  examined 
and  looked  over.  We  failed  to  see  where  we 
could  make  any  great  improvement.  The  whole 
subject  was  worked  over  very  carefully  by  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
last  year,  and  we  have  lived  and  acted  under  the 
rules.  The  changes  are  very  slight.  We  have 
only  made  some  few  alterations  in  the  number  of 
members  on  some  committees.  I  should  hope  it 
will  pass.  I  am  as  much  in  favor  of  improvement 
as  any  other  member  on  the  floor,  and  I  want  the 
the  best;  but  I  hope  the  matter  will  not  be  as- 
signed.    The  committee  were  unanimous  in  the 


J  A N  UAEY 


8 


1880. 


changes,  and  they  would  be  glad  to  receive  any 
further  light  if  the  matter  was  referred  to  thein. 

Mr.  Christal — I  do  not  feel,  as  one  member  of 
this  Council,  that  I  am  obliged  to  take  for  granted 
what  any  member  of  the  committee  may  see  fit  to 
adopt.  I  don't  doubt  the  quality  of  the  commit- 
tee. But  I  consider  that  there  are  probably  gen- 
tlemen in  this  Council  Chamber  who  are  as  intel- 
ligent as  they  are,  and  know  as  much  as  they  do; 
and  I  think  it  is  ungrateful  to  force  upon  these 
men  what  the  committee  have  done.  I  am  in- 
clined to  treat  everybody  justly,  and,  therefore,  I 
am  opposed  to  forcing  upon  any  member  anything 
that  is  not  satisfactory,  or  that  is  not  intelligent- 
ly understood  by  thein.  Therefore  I  am  opposed 
to  the  passage  of  the  order  now. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  had  the  honor  of  serv- 
ing on  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  two 
years  ago  with  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  5,  who 
has  just  spoken,  and  I  have  taken  some  special 
pains  to  examine  the  rules  of  the  Council  as  they 
have  heretofore  existed.  While  I  can  understand 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  quite  well 
versed  in  parliamentary  law,  is  somewhat  skilful 
in  handling  it,  and  may  take  a  deep  interest 
in  the  proceedings  at  Washington,  I  fail  to 
understand  why  the  special  rules,  or  mod- 
fications  of  rules  which  take  place  in  the  Na- 
tional House  of  Representatives,  are  of  any  par- 
ticular interest  to  us  in  this  body.  This  set  of 
rules,  substantially,  has  been  in  force  for  years, 
and  the  older  members  of  this  Council,  who  have 
been  here  lor  a  greater  or  less  length  of  time,  are 
familiar  with  them.  They  are  familiar  with  the 
phraseology  and  workings  of  the  rules,  and  with 
the  pages  and  lines  of  the  book  in  which  we  find 
them.  There  will  be  a  certain  interruption  of 
that  familiarity  by  adopting  a  different  phrase- 
ology or  arrangement  of  the  rules.  So,  on  general 
principles,  I  should  be  in  favor  of  continuing 
these  rules,  unless  some  very  important  changes 
«hould  be  found  to  be  desirable.  Now,  the  gen- 
tleman asks  for  a  postponement  for  a  week  from 
tonight,  and,  meantime,  he  hopes  the  National 
House  of  Representatives  will  make  changes  in 
their  rules.  We  probably  shall  not  have  the  re- 
-sult  of  the  changes  of  those  rules  until  the  next 
meeting,  and  then  a  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  will  be  just  as  necessary 
then  as  now.  I  think  the  wiser  way  will  be  to 
adopt  the  rules  and  allow  the  committees  to  be 
appointed  under  them,  and  the  machinery  of  the 
-city  to  go  on  in  the  usual  way;  and  when  the  gen- 
tleman is  prepared  to  present  changes  here,  and 
convince  us  of  their  necessity,  they  can  be  adopt- 
ed at  some  future  time  as  well  as  at  present. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  spoken,  that  any  change  made 
in  our  rules  ought  to  have  a  strong  reason  to  sup- 
port it.  But  at  the  same  time  I  don't  see  why  this 
matter  should  not  be  considered  carefully,  and  if 
there  are  important  changes  which  gentlemen 
wish  to  suggest,  I  think  we  ought  to  give  them  a 
chance  to  do  so.  A  change  was  suggested  by  the 
President  in  his  address  at  the  opening  of  the 
•Council  this  year,  and  I  see  the  committee  have 
■not  adopted  that  suggestion. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  pardon  me. 
We  are  simply  considering  the  rules  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  not  the  joint  rules. 

Mr.  Swift — Then  what  I  would  say  does  not  ap- 
ply to  this.  But  I  don't  see  any  reason  why  we 
should  not  give  an  opportunity  for  suggesting 
•changes.  Of  course  we  can  do  what  we  like  about 
adopting  them  when  suggested. 

Mr.  Cnristal— When  1  entered  this  Council 
Chamber  about  a  year  ago,  I  thought  it  very  im- 
proper that  men  with  more  experience  than  my- 
self should  wish  to  impress  things  upon  me  that 
I  had  no  knowledge  of.  I  feel  it  my  duty  not  to 
impress  upon  gentlemen  in  this  chamber  that 
which  I  don't  know  anything  about  myself. 
Therefore  i  can't  see  what  injustice  can  be  done 
"to  the  rules  and  orders  to  have  them  discussed  at 
the  next  meeting.  It  is  a  very  important  matter, 
and  I  don't  see  why  the  older  members  should 
impress  upon  the  younger  ones  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  the  rules  and  orders  about  which 
there  are  conflicting  and  various  opinions. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6  called  for  the  special  as- 
signment for  8  P.  M.,  viz.,  election  of  a  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  which  was  taken  up  and  disposed 
of  as  shown  below.  Consideration  of  the  rules  of 
the  Council  was  resumed. 

The  question  was  upon  assigning  the  subject  to 
the  next  meeting  at  8  P.  M. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  reply  briefly  to  one 
or   two   of    the    gentlemen    who    have    spoken 


on  the  opposite  side.  What  my  friend  Sibley  of 
Ward  5  has  already  explained  did  not 
refer  to  this  report.  He  said  the  commit- 
tee had  made  important  changes  in  the 
numbers  of  members  on  the  committees. 
His  reference  was  to  the  report  on  joint  rules  and 
orders  which  have  not  been  presented.  In  regard 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21, 
Mr.  Pratt,  the  only  reply  I  think  it  necessary  to 
make  is  this:  It  i  not  necessary  to  make  any 
formal  adoption  of  new  rules  to  enable  the  Chair 
to  appoint  these  committees.  We  have  already 
adopted  the  rules  of  last  year,  and  if  we  adopt 
new  joint  rules  the  business  of  the  city  can  go  on. 
But  the  great  difference  is  this:  After  we  have 
adopted  these  rules  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
get  the  necessary  two-thirds  vote  to  make  any 
change.  I  should  dislike  at  this  time  to  enter 
upon  a  debate,  because  it  will  be  necessa- 
ry to  point  out  many  errors  and  required 
changes  in  the  rules.  I  can  only  say,  if  the 
rules  are  not  altered,  members  will  find  them 
very  defective,  particularly  during  the  present 
year.  The  rules  are  very  defective  and  very  in- 
convenient, and  for  that  reason  I  ask  the  Council 
to  wait  until  the  next  meeting,  and  I  hope  the  mo- 
tion to  assign  will  be  adopted. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  declared  lost.  Mr. 
Whitmore  doubted  the  vote;  the  Council  was 
divided— 13  for,  43  against. 

The  question  then  came  upon  adopting  the  rec- 
ommendations in  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  should  have  voted  to 
postpone  were  it  not  that  I  think  we  can  accom- 
plish the  same  object  by  another  amendment.  I 
therefore  move  that  the  rules  be  adopted,  with 
the  exception  of  section  30.  '1  he  effect  will  be 
that  they  can  be  altered  by  a  bare  majority  at  the 
next  meeting,  and  we  can  then  adopt  rule  30,  and 
thereby  clinch  the  matter  so  that"  only  a  two- 
thirds  vote  can  change  them. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  the  gentleman  means 
rule  72.  Rul3  30isthe  corresponding  section  of 
the  rules  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Bailey — The  gentleman  is  right.  It  is  rule 
72.  Any  member  will  understand  the  effect  will 
be  that  at  the  next  meeting  if  any  member  desires 
to  offer  an  amendment  he  can  bring  it  in  and  a 
majority  of  the  Board  can  adopt  it.  By  adopting 
the  other  rules  there  will  be  no  interference 
with  business.  After  the  adoption  of  rule  72 
the  rules  can  only  be  changed  by  a  two-thirds 
vote. 

Mr.  Bailey's  motion  prevailed  and  the  rules  were 
declared  adopted,  except  rule  72,  which  provides 
that  the  rules  can  only  be  amended  or  suspended 
by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Coe,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail,  waslost. 

ELECTION  OF  A  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  submitted  a  report  from 
the  special  committee  to  nominate  a  Finance  Com- 
mittee, recommending  the  election  of 

Henry  F.  Coe, 

Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Sr., 

Paul  H.  Kondricken, 

Thomas  N.  Hart, 

Charles  F.  Austin, 

Francis  W.  Pray, 

Henry  N.  Sawyer. 
The  report  was   accepted  and   an   election  or- 
dered.   Committee — Messrs.  Brown  of  Ward  23, 
Swift  of  Ward  9,  Perkins  of  Ward  17. 

A  recess  of  five  minutes  was  taken,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9,  after  which  the 
committee  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes,  71;  necessary  for  a 
choice,  36.  Each  of  the  nominees  of  the  commit- 
tee had  71  votes,  and  they  were  declared  elected. 
Certificate  sent  up. 

JOINT   RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doc.  5): 

The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  the 
City  Council  during  the  present  municipal  year, 
having  considered  the  subject,  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  following  changes  be  made 
in  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last  City  Council, 
namely : 

Section  1.  Providing  that  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Health  shall  consist  of  three  Al- 
dermen and  five  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

Providing  that  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters  shall  consist  of  two  Alder- 
men and  three  members  of  the  Common  Council. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Dispensing  with  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Bathing,  the  duties  of  that  committee  haying 
been  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Health. 

Providing  that  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Ordinances  shall  consist  of  three  Aldermen 
and  five  members  of  the  Common  Council. 

Providing  that  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Water  shall  consist  of  three  Aldermen  and  five 
members  of  the  Common  Council. 

Section  12.  Add  the  following:  "And  he  shall 
notify  each  member  of  the  City  Council  of  all 
public  committee  hearings." 

The  accompanying  order  covers  the  proposed 
changes,  and  your  committee  would  respectfully 
recommend  its  passage. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Clinton  Viles. 
Lucius  Slade. 
Edwin  Sibley. 
Daniel  J.  Sweeney. 
Henky  F.  Coe. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  rules  and  orders 
be  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil during  the  present  year: 

1.  At  the  commencement  of  the  municipal  year 
the  following  joint  standing  committees  shall  be 
constituted,  namely: 

A  Committee  on  Accounts,  to  consist  of  three 
Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, all  to  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

A  Committee  on  Finance,  to  consist  of  the 
Mayor,  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
ex  officiis,  and  seven  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

The  following  committees  shall  be  appointed, 
namely: 

A  Committee  of  the  Assessors'  Department,  to 
consist  of  three  Aldermen  and  five  members  of 
the  Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  Claims,  to  consist  of  three 
Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the  Common 
Council. 

A  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
to  consist  of  three  Aldermen  and  five  members  of 
the  Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  the  City  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment, to  consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three  mem> 
bers  of  the  Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  City  Registrar's  Department, 
to  consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three  members  of 
the  Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries,  to  consist 
of  three  Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

A  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department,  to  con- 
sist of  two  Aldermen  and  three  members  of  the 
Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  Fuel,  to  consist  of  two  Alder- 
men and  three  members  of  the  Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  the  Harbor,  to  consist  of  two 
Aldermen  and  three  members  of  the  Common 
Council. 

A  Committee  on  the  Health  Department,  to  con- 
sist of  three  Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the, 
Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  the  City  Hospital,  to  consist  of 
two  Aldermen  and  three  members  of  the  Common 
Council. 

A  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  to  consist 
of  two  Aldermen  and  three  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

A  Committee  on  Mt.  Hope  and  Cedar  Grove 
Cemeteries,  to  consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three 
members  of  the  Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  consist  of  three 
Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

A  Committee  on  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  to 
consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three  members  of  the 
Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  Police,  to  consist  of  two  Alder- 
men and  three  members  of  the  Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  Printing,  to  consist  of  two  Al- 
dermen and  three  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

A  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  consist  of 
three  Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the  Common 
Council. 

A  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  to  consist 
of  three  Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

A  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  consist 
of  three  Aldermen  and  the  President  and  four 
members  of  the  Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  Public  Lam  s,  to  consist  of  two 
Aldermen  and  three  members  of  the    Common 
Council. 
A  Committee  on  the  Public  Library,  to  consist 


of  three  Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

A  Committee  on  Salaries,  to  consist  of  three 
Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

A  Committee  on  Laying  out  and  Widening 
Streets,  to  consist  of  three  Aldermen  and  five 
members  of  the  Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  City  Surveyor's  Department, 
to  consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three  members  of 
the  Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  the  Department  for  the  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to  consist  of  two  Al- 
dermen and  three  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

A  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department,  to 
consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three  members  of 
the  Common  Council. 

A  Committee  on  Water,  to  consist  of  three  Al- 
dermen and  five  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

Organization  of  Committees. 

2.  The  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermea  first 
named  ou  every  joint  committee,  of  which  the 
Mayor  is  not  a  member,  shall  be  its  chairman; 
and  in  case  of  his  resignation  or  inability,  the 
other  members  of  the[same  Board  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  named,  and  after  them  the  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council  first  named,  shall  call 
meetings  of  the  committee  and  act  as  chairman. 

Powers  and  Duties  of  Committees. 

3.  The  Committee  on  Salaries  shall  report  to 
the  City  Council,  in  February  or  March,  orders 
establishing  the  salaries  of  the  several  city  offi- 
cers for  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  report  of  said 
committee  shall  designate  particularly  the 
changes,  if  any,  proposed  in  said  salaries. 

4.  The  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  shall, 
unless  otherwise  ordered,  be  authorized  to  appear 
before  committees  of  the  General  Court,  and  rep- 
resent the  interests  of  the  city;  provided  said 
committee  shall  not,  unless  directed  so  to  do  by 
the  City  Council,  oppose  any  legislation  petition- 
ed for  by  the  preceding  City  Council. 

5.  The  joint  standing  committees  shall  cause 
records  of  their  proceedings  to  be  kept  in  books 
provided  for  that  purpose,~and  at  all  meetings  of 
committees  the  record  of  the  previous  meeting 
shall  be  read,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
committee. 

6.  The  representatives  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  City  Council  on  joint  committee  shall  not  act 
by  separate  consultations.  No  meeting  of  any 
committee  shall  be  called  upon  less  notice  than 
twenty-four  hours,  without  the  consent  of  all  the 
members  thereof. 

7.  Any  joint  standing  or  special  committee 
may,  unless  otherwise  provided,  expend  from  the 
appropriation  of  which,  by  ordinance  or  order  of 
the  City  Council,  it  has  charge,  an  amount  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  for  any  one  object 
or  purpose. 

Conference  Committees. 

8.  In  every  case  of  disagreement  between  the 
two  branches  of  the  City  Council,  if  either  branch 
shall  request  a  conference,  and  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  corference,  and  the  other  branch  shall 
also  appoint  such  a  committee,  both  committees 
shall,  at  an  hour  to  be  agreed  upon  by  their  chair- 
men, meet  and  state  to  each  other,  verbally  or  in 
writing,  as  either  shall  choose,  the  reasons  for  the 
action  of  their  respective  branches  in  relation  to 
the  matter  in  controversy,  shall  confer  freely 
thereon,  and  shall  report  to  their  respective 
branches. 

Reports  of  Committees. 

9.  No  report  of  a  joint  committee  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  either  branch  of  the  City  Council  unless 
agreed  to  by  such  committee  at  a  duly  notified 
meeting  thereof. 

10.  The  report  of  every  joint  committee  upon 
any  subject  referred  to  it  shall,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  City  Council  or  by  the  committee, 
be  presented  to  the  branch  in  which  the  order  of 
reference  originated.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
every  joint  committee  to  which  any  subject  may 
be  specially  referred,  to  report  thereon  within 
four  weeks,  or  to  ask  for  further  time. 

11.  All  reports  and  other  papers  submitted  to 
the  City  Council  shall  be  written  in  a  fair  hand, 
and  no  indorsement  of  any  kind  shall  be  made  on 
the  reports,  memorials,  or  other  papers  referred 
to  a  committee.  Every  report  of  a  committee 
shall  be  signed  by  a  member  belonging  to  the 
body  to  which  it  shall  be  presented,  unless  other- 
wise directed  by  the  committee. 
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The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  shall  report,  in  print,  to  the  City  Council 
all  bills,  resolves  and  petitions  presented  to  the 
Legislature  in  behalf  of  the  city  of  Boston,  or  any 
department  thereof.  Such  printed  report  shall 
be  made  at  the  next  meeting  of  either  branch 
after  such  application  is  made,  or  earlier,  at  the 
discretion  of  said  committee. 

12.  The  Clerk  of  Committees  shall,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  chairman,  make  copies  of  any  papers 
to  be  reported  by  a  committee,  and  he  shall  notify 
each  rnember  of  the  City  Council  of  all  public 
committee  hearings. 

Ordinances,  Orders  and  Resolutions. 

13.  If  any  ordinance,  order  or  resolution,  origi- 
nating in  one  branch,  is  rejected  in  the  other, 
notice  shall  be  given  by  the  clerk  to  the  branch  in 
■which  the  same  originated. 

The  adoption  of  a  substitute  shall  be  deemed  a 
rejection  of  the  original  order,  aud  notice  as 
above  shall  be  given. 

14.  All  by-laws  passed  by  the  City  Council  shall 
be  termed  "Ordinances,"  and  the  enacting  style 
shall  be — "Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  City 
Council  assembled."  No  order  or  vote  which,  if 
passed,  would  have  the  effect  to  amend,  suspend 
or  repeal  an  ordinance,  shall  be  entertained  in 
either  branch  of  the  City  Council,  unless  it  is  in 
the  form  of  an  ordinance 

15.  In  all  votes,  when  either  or  both  branches 
of  the  City  Council  express  anything  by  way  of 
command,  the  form  of  expression  shall  be  "Or- 
dered" ;  and  when  either  or  both  branches  ex- 
press opinions,  principles,  facts  or  purposes,  the 
form  shall  be  "Resolved." 

Appropriations  and  Expenditures. 

16.  In  the  present  and  every  future  financial 
year  the  specific  appropriation  for  the  several  ob- 
jects enumerated  in  the  genera)  appropriation  or- 
der shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  lie  the  maximum 
amount  to  be  expended  by  the  several  committees, 
boards  and  officers  having  the  charge  thereof,  for 
the  entire  financial  year,  and  shall  be  expended 
with  a  proper  regard  thereto.  Whenever  the 
amounts  designated  and  appropriated  as  afore- 
said have  been  expended,  and  an  additional  sum 
is  required,  or  whenever  the  estimates  for  the 
completion  of  any  object,  or  for  any  purpose,  ex- 
ceed the  appropriation  specially  made  therefor, 
or  whenever  an  expenditure  is  required  for  an  ob- 
ject, or  a  purpose,  not  contemplated  at  the  time 
the  appropriation  was  made,  the  committee, 
board  or  officer  having  charge  thereof  shall  fur- 
nish to  the  City  Council  a  detailed  statement  in 
print  of  the  expenditures  already  made,  and  the 
necessity  for  an  additional  appropriation;  and  no 
contract  shall  be  made,  nor  expenditure  author- 
ized in  either  case,  unless  provision  for  the  same 
shall  be  made  by  special  transfer  from  some  of 
the  appropriations  contained  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  or  by  loan. 

17.  When  application  shall  he  made  for  an  ad- 
ditional appropriation,  to  be  provided  for  by 
transfer  ir  loan,  such  appropriation  shall  not  be 
made  until  the  application  has  been  referred  to, 
and  reported  upon  by,  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

18.  No  order  authorizing  the  borrowing  of 
money,  or  the  transfer  of  one  appropriation  or 
part  of  an  appropriation  to  another  appropriation, 
shall  be  passed,  unless  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
number  of  the  members  of  each  branch  of  the 
City  Council  vote  in  the  affirmative  by  vote  taken 
by  yea  and  nay. 

19.  No  presiding  officer  of  a  board,  or  chairman 
of  a  committee,  unless  duly  authorized  by  such 
board  or  committee,  shall  approve  any  bill  or  ac- 
count against  the  city. 

20.  No  bills  for  refreshments  or  carriages  fur- 
nished to  any  member  of  the  City  Government 
shall  be  paid  unless  such  bills  shall  specify  in  de- 
tail the  names  of  the  members  to  whom  such  re- 
freshments or  carriages  were  furnished,  the  dates 
of  furnishing  the  same,  and  shall  be  approved  by 
the  presiding  officer  of  a  board,  or  chairman  of  a 
committee,  duly  authorized  thereto.  The  presid- 
ing officer  of  a  board,  or  chairman  of  a  committee, 
shall  not  approve  any  bill  for  refreshments  fur- 
nished on  any  day  other  than  the  day  of  meeting 
of  such  board  or  committee,  or  any  bill  for  re- 
freshments which  includes  liquors,  cigars,  or  any 
bill  for  refreshments  furnished  to  any  person  not 
a  member  of  such  board  or  committee,  unless  spe- 
cially authorized  to  do  so  by  vote  of  such  board 
or  committee. 

Such  bills,  when  so  approved,  shall  be  paid  from 
the  appropriation  to  which  they  are  incident;  and 


the  Auditor  of  Accounts  shall  not  pass  any  such 
hill  for  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts,unless  it  has  been  approved  as  provided  in 
this  or  the  preceding  section. 

21.  All  carriages  furnished  to  the  members 
of  the  City  Government,  shall,  whenever  prac- 
ticable, be  ordered  through  the  City  Messenger; 
and  when  not  so  ordered,  the  person  who 
orders  them  shall  forthwith  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  Ciiy  Messenger;  and  in  all 
cases  the  party  who  furnishes  a  carriage 
shall,  within  seven  days  thereafter,  return 
to  the  City  Messenger  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
names  of  the  persons  who  used  the  same,  and  of 
the  time  during  which  and  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  used. 

22.  All  bills  for  refreshments  or  carriages, 
including  items,  incurred  more  than  three 
months  previous  to  the  date  of  their  presentation 
to  the  Auditor,  shall  go  before  the  City  Council 
for  approval. 

23.  The  foregoing  rules  shall  not  be  altered, 
amended,  suspended,  or  repealed,  at  any  time, 
except  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
of  each  branch  of  the  City  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  was 
upon  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitinore — Notwithstanding  the  reluctance 
of  the  Council  to  attend  to  these  matters,  I  con- 
sider it  my  duty  to  bring  before  the  Council  at 
the  present  time  one  or  two  changes  in  the  joint 
rules  and  orders,  bee  i  use  I  believe  they  are  im- 
peratively demanded  by  the  necessities  of  public 
business.  I  have  no  objection  to  make  to  the  first 
of  the  rules  a»it  stands,  in  regard  to  the  various 
committees.  1  regret,  however,  that  the  commit- 
tee should  not  have  considered  the  propriety  of 
putting  into  the  list  some  of  the  joint  special  com- 
mittees which  continue  on  year  after  year.  I  do 
not  see  why  the  improved  sewerage,  public  parks 
and  Stony  Brook  should  not  rise  to  the  dignity  of 
joint  standing  committees.  They  are  liable  to  be 
carried  on  from  one  year  to  another,  and  I  don't 
see  why  they  should  be  called  joint  special  com- 
mittees any  more  than  any  other.  But  the  main 
proposition  I  have  to  offer  is  to  the  sixteenth  rule 
in  regard  to  appropriations  and  expenditures. 

Mr.  Whitmi'ie  offered  the  following  amend- 
ments: 

Rule  16.  In  line  12,  strike  out  "or  whenever  an 
expenditure  is  required  for  an  object  or  a  purpose 
not  contemplated  at  the  time  the  apDropriation 
was  made,"  and  add  New  Rule  17— "Any  expendi- 
ture directed  or  allowed  to  be  made  by  any  com- 
mittee, board  or  officer,  for  any  object  "or  purpose 
not  included  in  the  annual  estimates,  shall  be 
met  by  a  transfer  of  the  required  amount  to  the 
appropriation  for  such  committee,  board  or  offi- 
cer, or  by  charging  such  amount  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Incidentals,  or  to  the  Reserved  Fund,  as 
the  Council  may  in  each  case  direct." 

Rules  17  and  18  become  New  Rules  18  and  19. 

New  Rule  20.  "No  contract  shall  be  made  for 
services  or  supplies  beyond  the  period  of  the 
financial  year  by  any  committee,  board  or  officer, 
unless  they  or  he  have  been  empowered  to  do  so 
by  vote  of  the  Council." 

Mr.  Whitmore — As  the  matter  stands  now,  this 
clause,  which  was  interjected  at  some  time  by 
some  committee  not  particularly  well  versed  with 
the  drawing  up  ot  rules,  does  not  express  what 
the  framers  probably  intended.  I  speak  of  this 
because  it  is  a  case  of  which  I  spoke  when  I 
said  the  rules  needed  revision.  This  matter 
ought  to  be  attended  to  at  the  present  time.  I 
had  an  opinion  in  regard  to  it  last  year  from  the 
City  Solicitor,  in  regard  to  the  appropriations, 
and  he  expressed  himself  very  clearly  and  decid- 
edly that  the  rule  was  not  properly  worded.  That 
is  the  case,  as  he  expressed  it  to  me,  in  regard  to 
the  rules  of  the  Common  Council.  As  the  section 
originally  stood,  and  should  stand  now,  it  pro* 
vides  that  when  any  department  has  expended  its 
money  and  wants  some  more,  it  shall  put  into 
this  Council  a  statement  of  its  expenditures. 
That  is  right  and  proper,  and  should  be  so  under- 
stood. As  the  clause  stands  now,  if  they  wish  to 
spend  a  sum  of  money  for  a  cause  not  contem- 
plated at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  they  are 
required  to  furnish  an  account  of  their  entire  ex- 
penditures for  the  whole  ot  the  year.  That  is  un- 
necessary and  annoying.  For  that  reason  I  moved 
that  those  words  be  removed  from  that  place,  and 
a  new  rule  be  added  covering  exactly  the 
same  point— that  any  expenditure  contracted 
or  allowed  to  be  made  by  any  board  or  officer  for 
any  purpose  not  included  in  the  annual  estimates, 
shall  be  met,  etc.    In  other  words,  if  the  Commit- 
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tee  on.Public  Buildings  are  required  by  us  to  ex- 
pend two  or  three  thousand  dollars  for  a  purpose 
not  contemplated  in  the  annual  estimates,  as  the 
rule  is  now  they  are  required  to  come  in  and  give 
a  statement  of  their  regular  expenditures.  Under 
the  amendment  they  will  only  have  to  make  such 
a,  statement  when  they  have  exceeded  their  regu- 
lar appropriation.  Tne  object  of  this  rule  is  to 
prevent  unnecessary  trouble  and  bother  to  the 
departments,  as  I  know  they  have  been  so  troubled 
in  the  past,  and  difficulties  have  arisen.  The  other 
change  which  I  have  offered  is  to  substitute  a  new 
rule  after  the  present  rule  18,  that  no  contracts 
shall  be  made  for  services  or  supplies  for  a  period 
beyond  the  financial  year  by  a  board  or  officer,  un- 
less they  are  empowered  to  do  so  by  vote  of  the 
City  Council.  My  reason  is  this :  We  had  a  case 
come  up  last  year  where  the  Committee  on  Paving 
■were  about  to  contract  for  gravel  for  rive  years  at 
a  very  high  price.  The  question  was  submitted  to 
the  City  Solicitor  as  to  what  power  the  committee 
had  to  go  beyond  their  term  of  office  and  bind 
the  city  >n  regard  to  the  expenditure  of 
money  and  use  of  material.  In  that  case,  if 
the  city  had  made  that  very  improvident  contract 
we  should  have  been  required  to  use  a  certain 
kind  of  gravel  for  five  years,  and  it  would  have 
to  be  taken  from  a  certain  pit.  The  City  Solicitor 
at  that  time  stated  that  the  rule  in  regard  to 
contracts  was  very  hard  to  suit.  It  was  impossi- 
ble to  state  how  far  one  committee  could  bind  its 
successors  hereafter,  and  he  thought  in  that  case 
the  gravel  might  be  bought  for  a  year  or  two.  It 
was  at  a  time  when  the  contract  for  supplies  for 
the  School  Board  attracted  much  attention.  I  do 
not  know  that  this  amendment  is  in  the  best 
possible  shape,  but  I  offer  it  because  I  think  we 
ought  to  have  it  somewhere  in  the  general  rules 
as  a  protest  against  any  officer,  committee  or 
board  entering  into  indiscriminate  contracts  with- 
out our  knowing  it.  Take  the  case  of  the  commit- 
tees on  Improved  Sewerage  and  Public  Buildings. 
We  give  them  power  to  make  such  contracts,  but 
in  other  cases  I  think  the  contracts  should  be  ex- 
amined before  they  are  accepted.  I  think  there 
•can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  whatever  in  re- 
gard to  the  change  in  rule  16,  because  it  is  really 
necessary. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  hope  these  amendments 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  be 
voted  down.  If  he  has  any  amendments  or  new 
rules,  let  him  offer  them  independently,  and  let 
them  be  referred  to  the  committee,  who  will  give 
them  due  consideration.  We  might  adopt  the 
joint  rules  here  in  the  same  manner  as  we  have 
the  rules  of  the  Common  Council,  leaving  out  tho 
twenty-third  rule,  that  they  shall  not  be  altered 
except  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members. 
That  will  give  an  opportunity  for  us  to  propose 
new  rules  to  be  considered  by  the  committee  and 
reported  upon  by  them;  and'  if  they  recommend 
a  change  it  oan  be  adopted  by  a  majority  vote. 
The  rules  found  in  this  book  have  been  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  City  Council  for  several  years 

East,  and  have  worked  very  well  indeed.  I  have 
een  a  member  of  this  body  three  years.  We  had 
no  trouble  the  first  two  years  I  was  here.  The 
trouble  all  came  last  year,  owing  to  the  peculiar 
manner  in  which  they  were  administered.  The 
gentleman  seems  disposed  to  bring  in  new  rules 
and  force  them  upon  us.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
have  them  properly  considered,  but  he  cannot  ex- 
pect us  to  adopt  such  lules  without  proper  con- 
sideration. Let  us  adopt  these  rules,  and  then  let 
him  bring  in  his  amendments,  and  let  the  commit- 
tee consider  them.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
rules  be  adopted  as  the  rules  of  the  Council  were, 
which  will  be  perfectly  fair  to  every  one. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— In  order  to  give  perfect 
satisfaction  to  every  one,  as  my  friend  seems  to 
think  special  consideration  is  necessary,  I  would 
move  the  special  assignment  of  the  subject  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  perfectly  willing  to  agree 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  member  from  Ward  23. 
My  objection  to  passing  these  rules  now  is  to 
clinching  them  when  we  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  considering  them.  The  operation  of  the  twen- 
ty-third rule  would  prevent  any  changes  here- 
after. If  the  gentleman  is  willing  to  leave  out  the 
clinching  of  the  twenty-third  rule,  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  withdraw  my  amendment  for  the  time 
being,  with  the  understanding  that  they  shall  be 
laid  upon  the  table  and  printed  and  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting,  or  referred  to  his  committee.  I 
do  not  think  it  will  make  much  difference  which. 
They  will  come  back  from  his  committee  without 
being  greatly  altered,  whether  indorsed  there  or 


not.  But  it  is  right  and  proper  that  the  Council 
should  look  at  this  matter  and  see  if  the  changes 
should  be  made.  It  is  apparently  the  desire  of 
members  that  the  committees  shall  be  appointed, 
which  is  laudable,  perhaps.  But  as  a  preliminary 
I  would  move  that  the  amendments  be  printed 
and  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  would  suggest  that  the 
gentleman  withdraw  his  motion,  because  if  the 
motion  to  postpone  and  print  should  prevail,  it 
would  carry  the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  withdraw  it. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  order,  with 
the  exception  of  rule  23,  to  a  second  reading,  as 
moved  by  Mr.  Coe. 

Mr.  Sibley— 1  have  no  objection  to  that  motion 
being  carried.  1  wish  for  all  the  light  we  can  get 
on  parliamentary  practice,  even  if  we  get  it 
from  the  State  House  or  National  House  oiTRep- 
resentatives.  If  gentlemen  desire  to  improve  the 
rules  I  hope  it  will  be  indulged  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent. My  only  desire  at  this  moment  is  that  we 
shall  proceed  to  business.  With  the  exception  of 
myself  I  may  safely  say  we  have  had  as  able  men 
at  work  upon  this*  matter  as  we  have  in  this 
Council.  Speaking  of  the  City  Solicitor,  he  has 
been  consulted.  I  think  that  rule  16  as  printed, 
perhaps  a  few  words  could  be  taken  out,  or 
changed  by  the  dot  of  an  "i"  or  the  cross  of  a  "t"; 
but  I  believe  it  is  the  fullest  protection  we  can 
have  for  the  funds  of  the  city,  and  no  man  on  the 
boards  or  committees  has  objected  to  it.  I  hope 
it  will  be  passed  tonight,  and  what  light  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  may  have  I  hope  he  will 
bring  forward. 

The  order  as  reported  by  the  committee,  except 
rule  23,  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  read  a 
second  time,  and  passed. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  AVhitmore,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18  called  up  the  special 
assignment,  viz.,  election  of  a  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, which  was  considered,  and  then  consider- 
ation of  the  rules  and  orders  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  that  his  amendments  to 
the  joint  rules  be  printed,  and  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Parkrnan  moved  as  a  substitute  that  they 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and 
Orders,  which  motion  was  put  and  declared 
adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  inquired  whether  a  motion  to 
postpone  to  a  certain  day  did  not  take  preference 
of  the  motion  to  commit. 

The  President  said  that  it  would,  and  he  would 
put  the  question  if  Mr.  Whitmore  insisted. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  don't  care.  I  withdraw  my 
motion. 

Sent  up. 

ELECTION  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24  submitted  a  report  from 
the  special  committee  appointed  to  nominate  a 
Committee  on  Accounts,  recommending  the 
election  of 

John  A.  Kidney, 
John  Taylor, 
Malcolm  S.  Greenough, 
Otis  B.  Dudley, 
Lewis  R.  Tucker. 
The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fisher  the  Council  proceeded  to  ballot. 

Messrs.  Fisher  of  Ward  4,  Hancock  of  Ward  1 , 
and  Welch  of  Ward  7  were  appointed  to  receive 
and  count  votes. 

A  recess  of  five  minutes  was  taken,  on  mction 
of  Mr.  Sibley,  after  which  the  committee  re- 
ported: 

Whole  number  of  votes 71 

Necessary  for  a  choice 36 

John  A.  Kidney  had 71 

John  Taylor 66 

Malcolm  S.  Greenough 69 

Otis  B.  Dudley 70 

Lewis  R.  Tucker 70 

T.  J.  Denney 1 

J.  P.  Maguire 1 

The  nominees  of  the  committee  were  declared 
elected. 

BILLS  TO  BE  ALLOWED. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6  offered  an  order— That 
all  bills  for  refreshments  or  carriage  hire  in- 
curred by  the  Common  Council,  the  standing  com- 
mittees of  the  Common  Council  not  having  charge 
of  any  appropriation,  or  individual  members  of 
the  Common  Council  while  engaged  in  the  dis- 
charge of  official  duty,  give  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons incurring  the  same, and  after  having  been  ap- 
proved by  the  committee  or  certified  to  by  the 
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members  who  incurred  the  same,  the  President  of 
the  Cornmou  Council  is  authorized  to  approve  the 
same,  as  provided  in  the  annual  appropriation 
order  under  the  head  of  Contingent  Fund 
of  the  Common  Council;  and  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  is  authorized  to  allow  the  same  for  pay- 
ment, provided  that  no  bill  shall  be  approved  by 
the  President  unless  it  shall  be  presented  to  him 
for  approval  before  the  e»d  of  the  month  next 
succeeding  that  within  the  expense  covered  by 
such  bill  was  incurred.  Read  twice  and  Dassed. 
A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Kidney,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  peti- 
tion the  next  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  to  prevent  the  City  Government  from  selling, 
or  removing,  or  materially  altering  the  external 
appearance  of  the  Old  State  House  in  Boston. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading  and  laid  over,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  mover. 

STA>T>ING  AJXD  SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 

The  President  announced  the  following  ap- 
pointments of  committees: 

Nominating  Committees. 

Overseers  of  Poor— Messrs.  Tiles  of  Ward  8,  Na- 
son  of  Ward  3,  Donahoe  of  Ward  15. 

Superintendents  of  Bridges — Messrs.  Christal 
of  Ward  8,  Hilton  of  Ward  5,  Clapp  of  Ward  14. 

Clerk  of  Committees — Messrs.  Kendricken  of 
Ward  20,  Perkins  of  Ward  17,  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings — Messrs. 
Murphv  of  Ward  20,  Pray  of  Ward  5,  Brown  of 
Ward  23. 

Superintendent  of  Streets — Messrs.  Swift  of 
Ward  9,  Bailey  of  Ward  4,  McLaughlin  of  Ward  6. 

Superintendent  of  Common — Messrs.  Sibley  of 
Ward  5,  Devlin  of  Ward  13,  Parkman  of  Ward  9. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands — Messrs.  Aus- 
tin of  Ward  11,  Taylor  of  Ward  16,  Hollis  of 
Ward  25. 

City  irchiteci^-Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12, 
Hart  of  Ward  18,  Wharton  of  Ward  11.    ' 

Superintendent  of  Sewers — Messrs.  Kidney  of 
Ward  6,  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  Freeman  of  Ward 
10. 

City  Messenger — Messrs.  Howard  of  Ward  4, 
Hancock  of  Ward  1,  Folan  of  Ward  13. 

City  Engineer— Messrs.  Hilton  of  Ward  5,  Child 
of  Ward  17,  Farwell  of  Ward  15. 

City  Surveyor — Messrs.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18, 
Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2,  Hosley  of  Ward  15. 

City  Registrar — Messrs.  Blakemore  of  AVard  23, 
Denney  of  Ward  12,  Bigelow  of  W  ard  25. 

Commissioners  on  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery — 
Messrs.  Dudley  of  Ward  4,  Maguire  of  Ward  19, 
Clapp  of  Ward  24. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions — Messrs.  Bow- 
ker  of  Ward  16,  Coe  of  Ward  23,  Wyman  of  Ward 
21. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries— Messrs.  An- 
thony of  Ward  19,  Blakemore  of  Ward  23,  Lovell 
of  Ward  1. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital — Messrs.  Taylor  of 
Ward  16,  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  Williams  of  Ward  11. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery — Messrs.  Fisher 
of  Ward  24.  Tucker  of  Ward  14,  Taylor  of  Ward 
16. 

Cemmissioners  of  Sinking  Funds  —  Messrs. 
Plimpton  of  Ward  21,  Coe  of  Ward  23,  Doherty  of 
Ward  7. 

Auditor  of  Accounts — Messrs.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of 
Ward  2,  Healy  of  Ward  10,  Barry  of  Ward  16. 

City  Treasurer— Messrs.  Sawyer  of  AVard  24, 
Sweetser  of  Ward  3,  Devine  of  Ward  20. 

City  Collector — Messrs.  Morrison  of  Ward  17, 
Brimbecom  of  Ward  18,  Lane  of  Ward  13. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters— Messrs. 
Clapp  of  Ward  14,  Doherty  of  Ward  2,  McXamara 
of  Ward  19. 

Managers  of  the  Old  South  Association— Messrs. 
Swift  of  Ward  9,  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6,  Lovell  of 
Ward  1. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library— Messrs.  Healy  of 
AVard  10,  Sweetser  of  Ward  3,  Rogers  of  AVard  22. 

City  Solicitor — Messrs.  AVheeler  of  Ward  10, 
Pratt  of  Ward  21,  AVard  of  Ward  7. 

Water  Registrar — Messrs.  Greenough  of  AVard 
9,  Perkins  of  Ward  17,  Cronin  of  AVard  12. 

Commissioner  of  Prison  Point  Bridge— Messrs. 
Sibley  of  AVard  5,  Dudley  of  Ward  4,  Brintnall  of 
AVard  3. 


Joint  Standing  Committees. 

Assessors'  Department  —  Messrs.  Kidney  of 
Ward  6,  Wyman  of  Ward  21,  Taylor  of  Ward  16, 
Maguire  of  Ward  19,  Child  of  Ward  17. 

City  Hospital— Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  17, 
Hosly  of  Ward  15,  Nason  of  Ward  3. 

City  Registrar's  Department — Messrs.  Blake- 
more of  Ward  23,  Hart  of  Ward  18,  Welch  of 
AAard  7. 

Claims  —  Messrs.  Swift  of  Ward  9,  Devlin  of 
Ward  13,  Healy  of  Ward  10,  Sawyer  of  Ward  18, 
Perkins  of  Ward  17. 

Common — Messrs.  Sibley  of  AVard  5,  Wyman  of 
Ward  21,  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  Doherty  of  Ward  2, 
Devlin  of  Ward  13. 

East  Boston  Ferries — Messrs.  Hancock  of  Ward 

I,  Christal  of  Ward  8,  Dudley  of  Ward  4,  Ken- 
dricken of  Ward  20,  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2. 

Engineer's  Department— Messrs.  Austin  of  Ward 

II,  Fisher  of  Ward  24,  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8. 
Fire  Department— Messrs.  Bowker  of  Ward  16, 

Morrison  of  Ward  17,  Hollis  of  Ward  25. 

Fuel— Messrs.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10,  Sweeney, 
Jr.,  of  Ward  2,  Clapp  of  AVard  24. 

Harbor — Messrs.  Doherty  of  Ward  7,  Farwell  of 
Ward  15,  Lane  of  Ward  13. 

Health — Messrs.  Prav  of  Ward  5,  Dohertv  of 
Ward  7,  Williams  of  Ward  11,  Farwell  of  Ward  15, 
Barry  of  Ward  16. 

Legislative  Matters— Messrs.  Healy  of  Ward  10, 
Bailey  of  AVard  4,  Ward  of  AVard  7. 

Mt.  Hope  and  Cedar  Grove  Cemeteries — Messrs. 
Plimpton  of  Ward  21,  Clapp  of  Ward  24,  Denney 
of  Ward  12. 

Ordinances— Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12, 
Wheeler  of  Ward  10,  Fisher  of  Ward  24,  Wharton 
of  Ward  11,  Bailey  of  Ward  4. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — Messrs.  Ariles  of  Ward  8, 
Nason  of  Ward  3,  Donahoe  of  AVard  15. 

Police— Messrs.  Kidnev  of  Ward  6,  Hancock  of 
Ward  1,  Welch  of  Ward  7. 

Printing — Messrs.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18,  Sweeney, 
Sr.,  of  Ward  2,  Lauten  of  Ward  14. 

Public  Buildings — Messrs.  Clapp  of  Ward  14, 
Brintnall  of  Ward  3,  Kendricken  of  Ward  20, 
Brown  of  AVard  23,  Bowker  of  AVard  16. 

Public  Institutions — Messrs.  Brown  of  Ward  23, 
Sawyer  of  Ward  18,  Austin  of  Ward  11,  Lovell  of 
Ward  1,  Murphy  of  Ward  20. 

Public  Instruction— Messrs.  Coe  of  Ward  23, 
Pratt  of  Ward  21,  Morrison  of  AVard  17,  Tucker  of 
Ward  14. 

Public  Lands— Messrs.  Freeman  of  Ward  10, 
Doherty  of  Ward  2,  Pray  of  Ward  5. 

Public  Library — Messrs.  Coe  of  Ward  23,  Dudley 
of  Ward  4,  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6,  Child  of  Ward  17, 
Hosly  of  AVard  15. 

Salaries — Messrs.  Hilton  of  Ward  5,  Devine  of 
Ward  20,  Viles  of  AVard  8,  Brimbecom  of  AVard  18, 
McLaughlin  of  Ward  6. 

Streets — Messrs.  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  O'Dowd  of 
Ward  6,  Howard  of  Ward  4,  Sawyer  of  Ward  24, 
Swift  of  AVard  9. 

Surveyor's  Department — Messrs.  Sibley  of  Ward 
5,  Hancock  of  Ward  1,  Christal  of  Ward  8. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — Messrs. 
Anthony  of  Ward  20,  Hilton  of  Ward  5,  Fitzpat- 
rick of  Ward  8. 

Treasury  Department — Messrs.  Sweetser  of 
Ward  3,  Hart  of  Wrard  18,  Bigelow  of  Ward  25. 

Water — Messrs.  Greenough  of  Ward  9,  Howard 
of  Ward  4,  Lovell  of  Wrard  1,  Williams  of  Wardll, 
Hollis  of  Ward  25. 

■Joint  Special  Committees. 

Public  Parks— Messrs.  Pratt  of  Ward  21,  Park- 
man  of  Ward  9,  Maguire  of  Ward  19,  Sweetser  of 
AA'ard  3,  Blakemore  of  Ward  23. 

Stony  Brook — Messrs.  Brown  of  Ward  23,  Tavlor 
of  Ward  16,  Anthony  of  Ward  19,  Wheeler  of 
AA'ard  10,  Brimbecom  of  AVard  18. 

Treatment  of  Poor— Messrs.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24- 
Lauten  of  Ward  14,  Bigelow  of  Ward  25,  Mc- 
Xamara of  Ward  19,  Rogers  of  Ward  22. 

Standing  Committees  of  the  Common  Council. 

Paying— Messrs.  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  Sawyer  of 
Ward  24,  McLaughlin  of  Ward  6,  Cronin  of  'Ward 
12,  Folan  of  Ward  13. 

Judiciary — Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12, 
Wheeler  of  AVard  10,  Fisher  of  Ward  24,  Wharton 
of  Ward  11,  Bailey  of  AArard  4. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Joint  Convention  of  the  City  Council  to  Hear 
the  Inaugural  Address  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

Board  of  Aldebmes,        1 
Monday,  Jan.  12, 1880. ) 
A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was 
held  at  noon,  today,  pursuant  to  a  call  by  the 
Mayor.      Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presided. 
Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  a  mes- 
sage be  sent  to  the  Common  Council,  proposing 
a  convention  of  both  branches  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil forthwith,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  inau- 
fural  address  of  his  Honor   the  Mayor.    Passed, 
ent  down. 

Notice  was  received  soon  after  that  the  Council 
had  concurred  in  the  request. 

His  Hcmor  the  Mayor  entered  the  chamber,  and 
with  the  members  of  the  Board  and  City  Clerk, 
proceeded  to  the  chamber  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

COMMON  COUNCIL. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  was 
held  at  noon  today,  pursuant  to  a  call  by  the 
Mayor.  Harvey  K.  Shepard,  President,  occupied 
the  chair,  and  a  quorum  of  the  members  was 
present. 

An  order  came  down  proposing  a  joint  conven- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  inaugural 
address  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  The  Council 
concurred.    Notice  sent  up. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  City  Clerk  presently  eniered  the  Council 
Chamber,  and  a  joint  convention  was  held. 

After  the  convention,  the  Board  returned  to 
their  chamber  and  adjourned. 

IN  JOINT  CONVENTION. 

In  joint  convention  his  Honor  the  Mayor  pre- 
sided and  delivered  his  inaugural  address,  after 
•which  the  convention  dissolved. 

IN    COMMON    COUNCIL. 

After  the  convention  dissolved,  the  following- 
business  was  transacted: 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  furnish  a 
copy  of  his  address,  that  the  same  may  be  printed. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That  a 
special  committee  be  appointed  to  report  what 
disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  topics  in  the  May- 
or's inaugural  address.  Passed.  And  Messrs.  Coe 
of  Ward  23,  Healy  of  Ward  10,  and  Sweeney,  Jr., 
of  Ward  2  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 
Sent  up. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  certain 
amendments  to  the  rules  of  the  Common  Council, 
stating  that  he  did  so  to  save  time  at  the  next 
meeting.  He  moved  that  they  be  printed  and 
specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  President  said  he  would  not  read  the 
amendments  unless  requested  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  it  was  moved  and  car- 
ried at  the  last  meeting,  that  amendments  to  the 
rules  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules  and 
Orders. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  it  was  understood  at  the 
last  meeting  that  he  should  propose  his  amend- 
ments, and  he  availed  of  this  opportunity  te  save 
time.  If  there  is  any  objection  he  would  with- 
draw the  amendments. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  motion  to  assign 
took  precedence. 

The  motion  to  print  and  assign  was  lost. 

By  unanimous  consent  Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew 
the  amendments. 

COMMITTEES  CHANGED. 

The  President  said  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  17  re- 
quested to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction,  and  that  Mr.  Bailey 
of  Ward  4  made  the  same  request  in  regard  to  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 

Both  gentlemen  were  excused  by  vote  of  the 
Council,  and  the  President  appointed  Mr.  Fisher 
of  Ward  24  on  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters, and  Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    1-2,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Alderman  Tiles  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  rules  and 
orders  for  the  government  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men for  the  year  1880  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  year  1879,  as  published  in  the 
Municipal  Register  for  that  year,  be  adopted  as 
the  rules  and  orders  of  this  Board,  with  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Insert  after  section  29  a  new  section,  to  read  as 
follows: 

Sec.  30.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  City  Messen- 
ger to  see  that  no  person  of  persons  excepting 
members  of  the  City  Government  and  reporters 
are  allowed  in  the  chamber  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men or  in  the  ante-room  of  the  same,  while  the 
Board  are  in  session,  and  after  the  seats  furnished 
for  spectators  have  been  occupied. 
For  the  committee. 

Clinton  Viles,  Chairman. 

Alderman  Viles— The  only  alteration  made  in 
the  rules  is  the  one  that  has  been  hanging  in  the 
lobby,  and  which  we  passed  last  year  during  the 
early  part  of  the  session.  We  have  embodied  it 
in  the  rules  this  year. 

The  report  was  accepted ,  the  recommendations 
of  the  committee  adopted,  and  the  rules  as  amend- 
ed were  adopted. 

JOINT  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

A  report  came  down  with  an  order  adopting  the 
joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  City  Council  of  last 
year,  with  certain  amendments.  The  Board  con- 
curred. 

STANDING  AND  SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 

In  accordance   with  the  rules  adopted  by  both 
branches,  the  Chairman,  on  behalf  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  announced  the  following  committees: 
Standing  Committees  of  th  e  Board. 

Armories — Aldermen  Flynn,  Slade,  O'Brien. 

Bridges — Aldermen  Woolley,  O'Brien,  Wal- 
bridge. 

County  Accounts — Aldermen  Tucker,  Bell. 
Thorndike. 

Faneuil  Hall  and  County  Buildings — Aldermen 
Whitten,  Flynn,  Breck. 

Lamps— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Breck,  Tucker. 

Licenses— Aldermen  Breck,  Bell,  Caton. 

Markets— Aldermen  Slade,  Tiles,  Bell. 

Paving — Aldermen  Slade,  Flynn,  Tucker. 

Sewers — Aldermen  Viles,  O'Brien,  Thorndike. 

Steam  Engines — Aldermen  Caton,  Woolley, 
Tucker. 

Streets— Aldermen  Flynn,  Viles,  Woolley. 
Joint  Standing  Committees. 

Assessors'  Department — Aldermen  Breck,  Bell, 
Thorndike. 

City  Hospital — Aldermen  Walbridge,  Thorn- 
dike. 

City  Registrar's  Department — Aldermen  Viles, 
Tucker. 

Claims— Aldermen  Breck,  Tucker,  Whitten. 

Common — Aldermen  O'Brien,  Flynn,  Breck. 

East  Boston  Ferries — Aldermen  Viles,  Bell, 
Thorndike. 

Engineer's  Department  —  Aldermen  Woolley, 
Thorndike. 

Fire  Department— Aldermen  Woolley,  Wal- 
bridge. 

Fuel — Aldermen  Tucker,  Caton. 

Harbor — Aldermen  Bell,  Woolley. 

Health — Aldermen  Viles,  Bell,  Caton. 

Legislative  Matters  -Aldermen  O'Brien,  Tuck- 
er. 

Mount  Hope  and  Cedar  Grove  Cemeteries — Al- 
dermen Whitten,  Tucker. 

Ordinances — Aldermen  Breck,  Thorndike,  Whit- 
ten. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Aldermen  Bell,  Caton. 

Police— Aldermen  Viles,  Walbridge. 

Printing— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Viles. 

Public  Buildings— Aldermen  Slade,  O'Brien, 
Thorndike. 

Public  Institutions— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Slade, 
Woolley. 

Public  Instruction — Aldermen  Tucker,  Bell, 
Walbridge. 

Public  Lands— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Thorndike. 
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Public  Library— Aldermen  Thorndike,  Slade, 
AVhitten. 

Salaries— Aldermen  Slade,  Flynn,  Woolley. 

Streets— Aldermen  Flynn,  Viles,  Woolley. 

Surveyor's  Department— Aldermen  Bell,  Thorn- 
dike. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — Aldermen 
Caton,  Viles. 

Treasury  Department— Aldermen  Whitten,  Wal- 
bridge. 

Water— Aldermen  Thorndike,  Tucker,  Viles. 

Joint  Special  Committees. 

Public  Parks— Aldermen  Breck,  O'Brien,  Whit 
ten. 

Stony  Brook— Aldermen  Viles,  O'Brien,  Thorn- 
dike. 

Treatment  of  the  Poor— Aldermen  Walbridge, 
Bell,  Whitten. 

Nominating    Committees. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Tucker  and  Flynn. 

Superintendents  of  Bridges— Flynn  and  Wool- 
ley. 

Clerk  of  Committees — Tucker  and  Caton. 

Superintendent  of  Common — Slade  and  Thorn- 
dike. 

Superintendent  of  Streets— Breck  and  Wal- 
bridge. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings — Caton  and 
Bell. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands— Walbridge  and 
Woolley. 

City  Architect — Slade  and  Bell. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers— Viles  and  Tucker. 

City  Messenger— Caton  and  Viles. 

City  Engineer — Whitten  and  Caton. 

City  Surveyor — Thorndike  and  Bell. 

City  Registrar — Viles  and  Walbridge. 

City  Solicitor— Slade  and  Whitten. 

Water  Registrar — Viles  and  Walbridge. 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery — Wal- 
bridge and  Caton. 

Directors  of  Public  Institutions  —  Bell  and 
Flynn. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries— Thorndike 
and  Breck. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital— Flynn  and  Slade. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library — Tucker  and  Whit- 
ten. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery— Bell  and  Wool- 
ley. 

Commissioner  of  Sinking  Fund — Whitten  and 
Viles. 

Auditor  of  Accounts — Breck  and  Woolley. 

City  Treasurer — Whitten  and  Tucker. 

City  Collector— Thorndike  and  Slade. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters — Woolley 
and  Viles. 

Managers  of  Old  South  Association— Breck  and 
Walbridge. 

Commissioner  of  Prison  Point  Bridge— Flynn 
and  Bell. 

CHEAP  POSTAGE— INTERNATIONAL  MEMORIAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  Hall,  Mayor's  Office,  Jan.  12, 1880. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen — I  here- 
with transmit  for  such  action  as  you  may  see  fit, 
a  communication  from  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
Eng.,  in  reference  to  a  proposed  international 
memorial  commemorating  the  introduction  of  the 
system  of  cheap  postage. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 
London,  Jan.  10,  1880. 

To  the  Mayor  of  Boston — Today  being  the 
fortieth  anniversary  of  the  introduction  of  the 
penny-postage  system,  founded  by  Sir  Rowland 
Hill,  a  ineeiing  has  just  been  held  at  the  Mansion 
House,  and  a  committee  formed  to  commemorate 
the  event  by  an  international  memorial.  Look- 
ing at  the  immense  commercial,  intellectual  and 
social  advantages  derived  by  the  world  at  large 
through  this  reform,  I  claim  your  hearty  sym- 
pathy and  support  in  this  movement,  by  placing 
it  before  the  citizens  ol  your  great  city.  Mr. 
John  Pinder,  president  of  the  Direct  United 
States  Cable  CVmpany,  who  was  present  at  the 
meeting,  has  kindly  ottered  the  free  use  of  the 
Direct  liable  for  any  telegrams  on  the  subject. 

[Signed]  The  Lord    Mayor  of  London. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  subject  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  and  Aldermen 
Slade  and  Whitten  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

executive  appointments. 

Public  Weigher— William  R.  Reeve,  confirmed. 

Mayor's  Clerk— F.  E.  Goodrich.    Sent  down. 


petitions  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Patrick  Doherty,  to  be  released  as  surety 
from  bond  of  James  M.  Walsh,  a  constable  of  this 
city. 

To  the  Police  Commissioners.  Albert  Morse  et 
ah,  that  coasting  be  allowed  on  Columbia  street, 
Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  M.  Stevens,  to  occupy  new  wood- 
en stable  for  three  cows  and  one  horse  on  Spring 
street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Gilbert  Williams, 
for  street  lamps  on  Elm  street,  between  Bartlett 
and  Bunker  Hill  streets,  Charlestown;  E-street 
Congregational  Society,  for  street  lamps  in  E 
street,  between  Fourth  street  and  Broadway; 
Fred  Rudolph  et  al.,  for  lamps  on  Lamartine  and 
Gilbert  streets,  Ward  23;  W.  H.  Gallagher  et  al., 
for  more  oil  lamps  on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  from  Co- 
lumbia to  Harvard  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Bernard 
Lennon,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his  estate,  & 
Orange  Court,  by  reason  of  raising  the  grade  of 
the  Northampton-street  district  in  1874. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  W.  L.  Marks,  to  enlarge  wood- 
en building  on  rear  Cambridge  street;  George 
Burwell,  to  project  druggist's  mortar  at  83  Charter 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  J.  Gardner  Clapp 
et  al.,  for  an  extra  force  of  night  police. 

To  the  Committee  on  sewers.  Samuel  S.  Drew 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  on  Downer  avenue,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  James  O 
Safford  &  Co.,  for  interest  on  certain  money  held 
by  the  city  under  trustee  process;  Mary  Shea,  to 
be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  alleged 
defect  at  141-143  Fourth  street,  on  Jan.  4,  1880. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. Louis  B.  Schwarz,  for  refunding  of  certain 
taxes. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  to  construct  a  double  track  in 
Washington  street,  Dorchester,  in  place  of  the 
single  track  now  in  saiu  street;  S.  S.  Drew  et  al., 
for  the  grading  of  a  part  of  Downer  avenue,  Dor- 
chester; T.  C.  Brown,  for  a  plank  walk  on  Engle- 
wood  avenue,  Brighton  District ;  F.  Bleiler, 
that  Heath  place  be  graded  ;  M.  H.  Nor- 
ton et  al.,  that  Olney  and  Geneva  streets 
be  put  in  order,  and  that  sidewalks  be  laid,, 
etc.;  notice  of  hearing  by  railroad  commission- 
ers on  petition  of  Midland  Railroad  Asso- 
ciates on  Wednesday  next;  Frank  H.  Skinner  et 
al.,  that  Marlborough  street,  between  Hereford 
street  and  West  Chester  park,  be  macadamized; 
Augustus  Parker,  et  al.,  that  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
between  Warren  and  Columbia  streets,  be  put  in 
proper  condition  for  public  travel;  also  that  a 
portion  of  Wayne  street  be  filled  to  the  proper 
grade;  Henry  M.  Wild  et  al.,  for  flagging  crossing 
across  Cambridge  street,  from  Howard  avenue  to 
Franklin  street,  Brighton  District. 

petition  for  steam   engine. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Chadwick 
Lead  Works,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  at  173  High  street,  and  an  order 
of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on 
Feb.  2. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  resume  unfinished  business  in  hands 
of  joint  standing  committees.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  preparation  of  the  Municipal  Regis- 
ter.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Police  Commissioners  for  month  of 
Decembei ,  1879.    Placed  on  tile. 

Request  of  School  Committee  for  additional  ac- 
commodations for  the  Prince  School  scholars. 
Rel erred  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  in 
concurrence. 

Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  state  of  the  several  ap- 
propriations on  Jan.  1, 1880.  (City  Doc.  4.)  Placad 
on  Hie. 

An  order  (as  on  file)  for  the  Mayor  to  petition 
for  an  act  to  divorce  the  responsibility  of  all 
school  expenditures  from  the  City  Council  and  to 
allow  a  separate  tax  for  school  expenses  to  be  as- 
sessed. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction in  concurrence. 

Request  of  the  Board  of  Health  that  authority 
be  obtained  to  close  all  tombs,  in  certain  ceme- 
teries, against  future  interments  therein.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Health  in  concur- 
rence. 
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Appointment  of  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction as  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  commit- 
tee on  the  school  board  on  the  subject  of  the 
necessity  of  a  further  appropriation  for  school 
purposes.    Concurred. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  a  Committee  on 
Finance  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 
Placed  on  file. 

An  order  came  down  requesting  a  copy  of  the 
Mayor's  inaugural  address,  that  the  same  may  be 
printed.     Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  special  committee  to  report  what 
disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  topics  in  the 
Mayor's  address.  Passed  in  concurrence,  and  Al- 
dermen Flynn  and  Whitten  were  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

Notices  of  vacancies  in  the  committees  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction  and  Legislative  Matters,  and  of 
the  filling  of  the  same.    Placed  on  file. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  joint  rules  and 
orders.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  that  sub- 
ject in  concurrence. 

LAMP    DEPARTMENT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  (City  Doc.  No.  3)  was  received  and  sent 
down. 

Th^re  has  been  quite  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  public  lamps  during  the  year,  the 
larger  portion  of  which  are  located  in  the  sub- 
urban sections  of  the  city,  where  oil  is  used. 

Constant  and  pressing  petitions  have  been  made 
for  the  locat  on  of  new  lamps  in  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts, and  tor  the  lighting  of  rear  passageways  in 
the  older  section  of  the  city  (where  they  are  de- 
manded as  police  necessities),  which  have  been 
fenerally  regarded  by  the  committee  as  reasona- 
le  requests. 

Price  Paid  for  Gas  for  Public  Lamps. 

Citv  proper #1.75  per  thousand  cubic  feet. 

South  Huston 2.25    "  "  " 

East  Boston 2.25    "  "  " 

Roxbury 2.25    "  "  " 

Dorchester 2.75    "  '■  " 

Brookline 2.50   " 

Brighton 2.50    "  "  " 

West  Koxbury 2.75    *'  "  '• 

Charlestown 2.25    "  "  " 

Early  in  the  year  1878  the  committee  deemed  it 

proper  that  a  further  reduction  in  price  should 

be   made,   and   the    following    reductions   were 

agreed  upon  by  the  several  gas  companies: 

City  proper,     from  #2.00  per  thousand  to  #1.90 

South  Boston,     "        2.40    "  '•  "     2.25 

East  Boston,        "        2.40    "  "  "     2.25 

Roxbury,  "        2.40    "  "  "     2.25 

Dorchester,         "        2.90    "  "  "     2.75 

Brookline,  "■       2  90 '     2.75 

Brighton,  "        2.90    "  "  "     2.75 

W.  Roxbury,        "        2.90 2.75 

Charlestown,      "       2.40    "  "  "    2.25 

These  reductions  aggregate  about  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

The  committee  of  1879  made  an  effort  for  the  re- 
duction in  the  price  of  gas,  which  at  first  they  did 
not  succeed  in  obtaining,  but  subsequently  the 
Boston   Gas  Light  Company  reduced  their  price 
from  $1.90  per  »I. cubic  feet  to  $1.75,  and  still  later 
the  Brookline  Gas  Company  reduced  their  charge 
rom  2.75  per  M.  cubic  feet  to  $2.50. 
The  result  being  a  saving  to  the  city  at  the  rate 
of  about  eight  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
Employes. 
The  number  of  men  employed  is  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  as  follows: 

One  superintendent,  one  clerk,  one  hundred, 
and  thirty  lighters,  and  four  permanent  men  in 
the  repair  shop. 

No  deputy  superintendents  or  supernumerary 
men  are  employed. 

The  men  (one  hundred  and  six  in  number)  who 
light  and  clean  the  gas  lamps  are  paid  at  the  fol- 
lowing rates: 

City  proper 41  men, 

South  Boston 8      " 

East  Boston 5     " 

Charlestown 7      " 

one  and  one-half  cents  per  lamp  per  night;  while 
in 

Roxbury 20  men, 

Dorchester 13      " 

Brookline 1  man, 

Brighton 5  men, 

"West  Roibury ..   6  men, 

are  paid  at  the  rate  of  $1.50  per  day. 

The  men  who  light  the  oil  lamps  are  twenty-four 
in  number,  as  follows: 

City  proper 1  man, 

South  Boston 4  men, 

East  Boston 2      " 

Roxbury 1  man, 


Dorchester 6  men, 

West  Roxbury 7      " 

Brighton 3      '• 

are  paid  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per  lamp  per 
night. 

Nearly  all  the  men  that  light  oil  lamps  use 
horses  and  wagons  with  which  to  perform  their 
duties,  for  which  the  city  pays  no  extra  compen- 
sation. 

Broken  Lanterns. 
The  number  of  lanterns  which  have  been  report- 
ed by  tbe  police  as  broken  the  past  year  was. . .    170 

Rv  the  lamplighters 8,727 

Taken  out  by  repairers  without  report 860 

Total 9,757 


Lanterns  destroyed 63 

Against—  

Broken  in  1875 8,268 

"   1»76 7,444 

"   1877 7,527 

"   1878 7,587 

There  were  2371  of  the  public  lamps  broken  by 
the  memorable  hailstorm  on  the  16th  of  July,  1879, 
destroying  more  than  seven  thousand  lights  of 
glass. 

All  repairs  of  the  lanterns  are  done  by  the  de- 
partment at  its  workshop  on  Albany  street. 

At  this  shop  there  are  four  men  permanently 
employed,  and  three  who  wTork  at  piecework  on 
the  painting  of  lanterns  and  repairing  copper 
work. 

All  the  cost  of  men  permanently  employed, 
piecework,  repainting  lanterns,  painting  posts 
and  brackets,  carting  of  lanterns,  oil  and  posts, 
stock  used  in  repairing,  horsekeeping,  etc.,  are 
included  in  the  item  in  the  schedule  for  repairing 
lanterns. 

In  addition  to  the  lanterns  repaired  as  above 
there  have  been  2650  lanterns  painted,  two  coats, 
and  1198  iron  posts  repainted,  one  coat,  during  the 
year. 

The  aggregate  number  of  public  lamps  in  the 
city  of  Boston  is  12,415— an  increase  of  346  during 
the  past  year. 

The  increase  of  the  separate  sections  of  the  city, 
as  above,  has  been  as  follows  in  1879: 

City  proper , 40 

East  Boston 1 

South  Boston 23 

Roxbury 36 

Dorchester 90 

Brookline 0 

West  Roxbury 73 

Charlestown 10 

Brighton 73 

Total        346 

Financial   Condition  of  the  Department. 

The  balance  of  the  appropriation  on  hand 
from  1878,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1879, 
was 8159,121.83 

There  was  expended  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  financial  year 127,458.52 


The  balance  unexpended  and  trans- 
ferred to  other  appropriations  was.     31,363,31 
The  appropriation  for  the  financial  year 

ending  on  the  30t  h  of  April  l  ext  was #400,000.00 

Amount  expended  to  date 284,785.51 


Balance  unexpended §115,214.49 

an  amount  sufficient  to  meet  all  anticipated  ex- 
penditures of  the  department  for  the  remainder 
of  the  financial  year. 

The  great  aggregate  cost  of  supporting  this  de- 
partment is  to  be  traced  directly  to  annexation, 
as  one-half  of  all  the  street  lamps  are  located 
within  the  annexed  territory,  and  more  than  one- 
half  the  appropriation  is  expended  outside  the 
old  city  limits. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  over  four  hundred 
miles  of  streets  and  places  lighted  by  this  depart- 
ment, covering  a  more  extended  territory  than 
any  other  similar  department  in  the  country. 

The  length  of  streets  lighted  in  tbe  old  city 
limits  in  18U7  did  not  exceed" eighty-five  miles. 

The  committee  of  the  department,  consisting  of 
Aldermen  O'Brien,  Breck  and  Tucker,  have  gen- 
erally supervised  the  purchases  of  material  used 
by  the  department,  which  have  been  procured, 
with  the  advantages  of  the  largest  discounts. 

They  have  given  much  time  in  examining  loca- 
tions where  lamps  have  been  asked  for,  and  have 
thoroughly  investigated  many  of  the  claimed  im- 
provements in  street  lighting. 

BRIDGES. 

Reports  of  the  superintendents  of  bridges  for 
the  year  1879  were  received,  showing  the  business 
to  have  been  as  follows: 
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Brighton  bridge,  1950  vessels;  Broadway,  5553; 
Chelsea  street,  19  scows;  Dover  street,  4880  ves- 
sels; Federal-street,  7938  vessels;  Marginal-street, 
1565  vessels;  Meridian-street,  3529  vessels;  Mt. 
Washington-avenue,  10,398.    Sent  down. 

MIDLAND  RAILROAD. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Railroad  Commissioners  giving  notice  of  a 
hearing  on  Wednesday  next  on  the  petition  of  the 
Midland  Railroad  associates  for  approval  of  loca- 
tion of  route  within  this  city.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

VACANCY  IN  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  giving  notice  of  a  vacancy  iD 
that  board  caused  by  the  death  of  William  Gor- 
man on  the  3d  inst.,  whose  term  would  have  ex- 
pired April  30th  next.  Referred  to  the  joint 
special  committee  to  nominate  Overseers  of  the 
Poor. 

POLICE  CHARITABLE    FUND. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Police 
Commissioners  asking  permission  to  use  the 
police  appropriation  as  far  as  is  necessary  to  pay 
pensions  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  the 
same  being  accompanied  by  a  statement  from  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  to  that  board,  showing  that 
it  will  be  necessary,  and  that  the  fund  will  be  un- 
able to  meet  the  payment  of  the  roll  of  retired 
policemen  and  pay  the  beneficiaries  of  the  fund. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police.    Sent  down. 

LOCATIONS  ACCEPTED. 

Communications  were  received  from  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  giving  notice  of 
the  acceptance  of  their  sixty-sixth  and  sixty- 
seventh  locations  granted  by  this  Board,  Dec.  22, 
1879.    Placed  on  file. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Committee  on 
Accounts  of  their  organization  by  the  choice  of 
Alderman  Tucker  as  chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  John  A  .  Kidney  as  chairman  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council,  and  John  Taylor  as  clerk 
of  the  committee.     Sent  down. 

STATE  AID. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Paymaster  of  State 
Aid  was  received  and  sent  down.  Balance  last 
report,  $441 ;  received  since,  §22,941;  paid,  $21,794; 
halance  on  hand,  §1147. 

FIRES  AND    ALARMS. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  on  the 
fires  and  alarms  for  December,  1879,  was  received 
and  sent  down. 

ASSISTANT  CITY   CLERK. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Clerk  nominating  John  T.  priest  for  Assistant 
City  Clerk.    Confirmed. 

STATUES  OF  WINTHROP   AND  ADAMS. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  with  three 
members  of  this  Board,  be  a  special  committee  to 
take  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  statues  of 
John  Winthrop  and  Samuel  Adams,  as  authorized 
by  orders  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  passed  Sept. 
2,  1879,  and  Oct.  21. 1879. 

Passed,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  Al- 
dermen O'Brien,  Breck  and  Whitten  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee. 

COURTESIES  TO  DISTINGUISHED    STRANGERS. 

Alderman  Flvnn  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  extend,  in  be- 
half of  the  City  Council,  such  civilities  to  distin- 
guished strangers  who  may  visit  the  city  daring 
the  present  year  as  may  appear  to  be  courteous 
and  appropriate;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals.  Passed — yeas 
12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL  HALL, 

Alderman  Flynn  presented  a  petition  from  P. 
A.  Collins  and  others,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
for  a  public  meeting  at  11  A.  M.  tomorrow.  On 
motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  petition  was 
granted. 

NEW    COURT    HOUSE. 

Alderman  Flynn  presented  the  petition  of  Hen- 
tv  W.  Paine  and  many  other  members  of  the  Suf- 
folk Bar,  representing  that  there  is  an  imperative 
necessity  for  improved  accommodations  for  the 
courts  and  administration  of  justice  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  praying  the  Hoard  to  take  such  action  as 
may  be  necessary.  On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn 
the  petition  was  referred  to  a  special  committee 
of  five,  with  instructions  to  give  the  petitioners  a 
hearing.  Aldermen  Flynn,  Slade,  Breck,  Caton 
and  Walbridge  were  appointed  said  committee. 

LICENSING  OF    MINORS. 

Alder-nan  Flynn  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  be  and  they  are  hereby  author- 


ized, in  accordance  with  section  14,  chapter  50,  of 
the  General  Statutes,  to  make  rules  and  regula- 
tions  to  restrain  sales  by  minors,  or  to  grant 
licenses  for  minors  and  to  make  such  sales  on 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  shall  prescribe. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the 
several  standing  committees  of  this  Board  resume 
the  unfinished  business  of  1879,  which  is  appro- 
priate to  said  committees.    Passed. 

REPORTS  OF  DEPARTMENTS. 

Alderman  Yiles  offered  an  order — That  the  sev- 
eral boards,  directors  and  heads  of  departments 
of  the  City  Government  be  requested  to  submit 
their  annual  reports  in  print.  Passed.  Sent  down. 

STREET  AND   HEALTH  DEPARTMENTS. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  ascertain  and  report  the  number  of 
miles  of  streets  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore,  the  cost  of  maintaining  and  repairing 
the  same,  and  how  much,  if  any,  of  the  expense 
is  paid  by  the  abutters 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Health  be 
directed  to  ascertain  and  report  the  cost  of  per- 
forming in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more the  duties  which  are  performed  in  this  city 
by  the  Health  Department. 

Passed. 

INSPECTORS    OF    PRISONS. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  a  spe- 
cial committee  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  pris- 
ons and  houses  of  detention  within  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  and  to  make  the  examinations  and"  re- 
ports required  by  the  statutes  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts.  Passed,  and  Aldermen 
Slade,  Breck  and  Whitten  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

FIRE-ALARM   TELEGRAPH. 

Alderman  Slade  presented  communications 
from  the  Fire  Commissioners,  requesting  per- 
mission to  maintain  telegraph  wires  for  fire- 
alarm  purposes  and  to  facilitate  business,  and  of- 
fered the  following  orders : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  and  maintain 
until  otherwise  ordered  by  this  Board,  one  fire- 
alarm  telegraph  pole  upon  Alpine  street,  at  such 
Foint  as  is  indicated  by  a  red  dot  upon  a  plan 
urnished  by  the  City  Surveyor  and  herewith  ap- 
pended.   Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  and  maintain 
until  otherwise  ordered  by  this  Board,  three  tele- 
graph poles  on  Marlborough  street  and  two  poles 
on  West  Chester  park,  for  the  purpose  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  fire-alarm  telegraph  to  the  corner 
of  Beacon  street  and  Westchester  park;  the  loca- 
tion of  said  poles  to  be  at  such  points  as  are  indi- 
cated by  red  dots  upon  a  plan  furnished  by  the 
City  Surveyor  and  herewith  appended.    Passed. 

Alderman  Slade  stated  that  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  proper  to  send  these  mat- 
ters to  the  Committee  on  Bavin  *.  But  the  plans 
have  been  made  and  referred  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets,  who  approves  them,  and  the 
Fire  Department  are  very  much  in  a  hurry  to  set 
the  poles. 

BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  ANTE-ROOM. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following: 

Ordered— That  the  ante-room  of  the  aldermanic 
chamber  be  reserved  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
Mayor  and  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  that  no  other  persons  be  permitted  to 
enter  said  ante-room  excepting  on  official  busi- 
ness or  by  invitation  of  a  member  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Viles — I  offer  that  order  by  the  unan- 
imous wish  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders 
of  this  Board.  Members  of  last  year  will  remem- 
ber that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  had 
under  consideration  the  giving  of  the  Aldermen 
a  part  of  the  City  Clerk's  room  for  the  purpose  of 
private  consultation.  But  we  believe  the  passage 
of  this  order  will  be  sufficient  to  give  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  all  the  room  that  is  necessary. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  move  to  amend  so  as  to 
infclude  the  reporters,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

Alderman  Viles— I  believe  the  reporters  have  a 
right  to  come  into  this  room  at  almost  any  and 
all  times.  Any  person  can  come  in  by  permission 
of  a  member  of  this  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  the  order  was 
amended  by  inserting  "and  reporters"  after 
"Board  of  Aldermen,"  and  as  amended  the  order 
was  passed. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    15,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7y2  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

MISCELLANEOUS    PAPERS     FROM    THE    BOARD    OF 
ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Police  of  a  com- 
munication from  the  Police  Commissioners  re- 
specting the  inadequacy  of  the  income  of  the  Po- 
lice Charitable  Fund  to  meet  pensions,  etc.  Con- 
curred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  of  a  communication  from  said  Overseers 
respecting  the  death  of  William  Gorman,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board.    Concurred. 

Reference  to  a  J  oint  Special  Committee  of  a  mes- 
sege  of  the  Mayor,  transmitting  a  communication 
from  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  in  regard  to  an 
International  Memorial  to  commemorate  the  in- 
troduction of  cheap  postage.  Concurred,  and 
Messrs.  Hollis  of  Ward  25,  Sweetser  of  Ward  3  and 
Viles  of  Ward  8  were  joined  to  the  committee. 

Mayor's  message  appointing  Frederick  E.  Good- 
rich as  Mayor's  Clerk.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  that  the  annual  reports  be  submitted  in 
print.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  extend  hospitalities  to 
distinguished  visitors  to  the  city  during  the  pres- 
ent year.  Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  and 
passed  in  concurrence — yes  64,  nays  0.  A  motion 
to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail,  was  lost. 

LICENSING  OF  MINORS. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
to  make  rules  and  regulations  restraining  the 
sales  by  minors,  and  to  grant  licenses  for  such 
sales. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  wish  to  ask  why  we  should 
pass  any  order  in  the  matter.  The  Board  of 
Aldermen,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Mayor, 
have  the  right  to  make  such  rules,  and  I  should 
like  to  know  in  what  respect  we  are  called  upon 
to  pass  anything  about  it.  I  ask  the  question  be- 
cause orders  were  introduced  last  year,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  when  *"» 
had  no  right  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 
There  are  provisions  in  the  bound  volumes  re- 
lating to  various  matters,  which  are  called  the 
rules  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  I  should 
like  to  ask  what  concurrent  action  is  needed  in 
this  matter. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  would  refer  the  gen- 
tleman to  chapter  15  of  the  General  Statutes,  as 
printed  on  page  257,  in  which  it  says  the  City 
Council  of  any  city,  and  the  inhabitants  of  any 
town,  may  authorize  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  or 
the  Selectmen  to  restrain  sales  by  minors.  I 
think  we  have  no  authority  to  make  rules,  but  we 
can  authorize  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  make 
them,  and  without  the  concurrence  of  this  branch 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  do  not  have  the  power  to 
make  such  rules. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  entirely  satisfied.  I  rose 
to  make  the  inquiry  because  the  matter  came  be- 
fore us  without  any  explanation.  Such  mistakes 
have  been  made  before.  I  am  obliged  to  the  gen- 
tleman for  the  information. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

STREET    AND    HEALTH    DEPARTMENTS. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  ascertain  the  number  of  miles  of  streets 
in  New  York,  Philadelphia  ana- Baltimore,  the 
cost  of  repairing  and  maintaining  the  same,  and 
how  much  of  the  expense  is  paid  by  abutters. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  would  suggest  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  order  that  the  inquiry  also  cover  the 
question  what  proportion  of  the  expense  is 
paid  by  the  horse  railroads  or  other  parties.  That 
can  b6  ascertained  at  the  same  time  without  any 
more  trouble,  and  I  presume  in  New  York  city,  as 
in  Boston,  some  portion  is  paid  by  the  abutters, 
and  some  by  the  horse  railroad  companies  which 
have  tracks  in  the  streets.  I  move  that  that  item 
be  added. 

The  President — Will  the  gentleman  reduce  his 
amendment  to  writing  ? 


Mr.  Healy— I  move  to  amend  the  order  by  insert- 
ing after  "ascertained"  the  words  "by  written 
communications  addressed  to  the  proper  offi- 
cials." 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  his  amendment  in  writ- 
ing, as  follows:  Insert  after  the  words  "How 
much  of  the  expense  is  paid  by  the  abutters"  the 
words  "by  the  horse  railroads  using  the  streets, 
or  other  parties." 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  adopted.  The 
question  then  came  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Healy. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  would  suggest  that  I 
don't  think  it  is  hardly  worthy  the  dignity  of  this 
body  to  limit  the  inquiry  in  that  way.  There  may 
be  in  this  city  today  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
of  Philadelphia,  and  that  order  will  prevent  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  of  Boston  from  taking 
him  into  consultation.  He  will  be  obliged  to  go 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  order.  It  seems  to 
me  it  is  limiting  the  Superintendent  to  a  certain 
way  of  getting  information,  which  it  seems  to  me 
the  members  of  this  board  hardly  desire  to  do. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9 — it  seems  to  me  if  any  of 
those  officers  were  in  the  city,  this  being  a  formal 
matter,  it  would  nevertheless  be  proper  to  ad- 
dress them  by  letter  and  have  their  answers  in 
writing.  So  I  don't  see  that  it  will  be  improper 
in  any  way.  I  think  we  had  better  adopt  the 
amendment  so  as  to  avoid  any  doubt  about  it. 

Mr.  Bailey-  It  involves  an  appropriation  of 
money,  for  it  will  require  an  expendture  for  post- 
age stamps,  and  the  use  of  stationery. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6 — Some  time  ago  the 
Superintendent  of  Lamps  was  instructed  to  pro- 
cure information  of  the  cost  of  lighting  the 
streets  of  various  cities,  and  he  received  commu- 
nications from  all  the  principal  cities  but  one. 
They  were  satisfactory,  and  were  very  explicit  in- 
deed, and  being  in  writing,  were  more  authentic 
and  official  than  if  they  had  been  given  by  the 
voice. 

Mr.  Swift — As  to  the  objection  being  made  that 
an  appropriation  will  be  necessary  for  writing 
materials  and  postage  stamps,  those  will  come 
under  the  general  appropriation  provided  for  the 
department  and  not  require  anything  additional. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Healy  was  adopted,  and 
the  order  as  amended  was  read  a  second  time  and 
passed. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Health  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  performing  the 
duties  »f  the  Health  Department  in  the  above- 
named  cities. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  moved  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting "Board  of  Health"  for  Superintendent 
of  Health,  stating  that  the  Superintendent  was 
subject  to  the  board  and  appointed  by  them. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting "by  written  communications  addressed  to 
the  proper  officials,"  as  in  the  previous  order. 

The  amendments  of  both  Mr.  Sawyer  and  Mr. 
Christal  were  adopted,  and  the  order  as  amended 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

Severally  sent  up. 

THE  OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

Under  the  head  of  unfinished  business  the 
Council  consideied  the  order  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  an  act  to  prevent  the  City  Gov- 
ernment from  selling,  removing  or  altering  the 
external  appearance  of  the  Old  State  House. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  offered  this  order  at  the 
last  meeting,  I  desire  to  give  the  Council  some 
reasons  for  so  doing.  In  187G  there  was  a  very  de- 
termined effort  made  to  pull  down  the  Old  State 
House.  It  being  city  property,  and  leased  to  va- 
rious parties,  and  the  leases  expiring  in  that 
year,  a  very  determined  effort  was  made  by  cer- 
tain parties  in  the  neighborhood  to  have  the 
building  torn  down.  The  pretext  was  that  a 
street  widening  was  necessary  to  connect  with. 
Devonshire  street — at  all  events,  it  was  at- 
tempted to  cut  off  one  half  of  it — but 
public  indignation  was  aroused,  and  the 
old  building  was  preserved  in  its  present 
condition.  The  porch  was  removed,  and  that  was 
found  to  subserve  public  convenience,  and  the 
building  was  left.  The  disposal  of  the  building 
will  come  up  next  year.  In  1881  these  leases  will 
expire,  and  in  view  of  that  fact,  and  of  the  public 
uses  to  which  the  building  might  be  put.  I  thought 
it  desirable  that  this  building,  the  only  one  of 
historical  interest  which  remains  in  the  posses- 
sion ot  the  city,  except  one,  should  he  put  beyond 
the  control  of  any  one  City  Government  to  re- 
move or  alter  it.  The  city  charter  expressly  pro- 
vides that  the  Common  and  Faneuil  Hall  cannot 
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be  alienated  from  the  people.  The  Old  State 
House,  it  seems  to  me,  should  be  in  the  same  con- 
dition. You  understand  that  if  the  Legislature 
passes  such  an  act,  any  succeeding  Legislature 
can  repeal  it,  but  it  will  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
any  one  City  Government  to  destroy  it.  I  cannot 
conceive  of  any  emergency  which  would  require 
any  City  Government  to  remove  or  alter  it.  Not- 
withstanding, I  am  disinclined  to  invoke  legisla- 
tive interposition  in  our  affairs,  yet  for  the  rea- 
sons I  have  offered  I  have  presented  this  order, 
and  can  see  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  whether  he  will  accept  as  an 
amendment,  "Without  first  obtaining  the  consent 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston  by  yea  and  nay  ballot." 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  accept  the  amendment, 
for  I  think  we  should  be  much  more  apt  to  get  it 
from  the  Legislature  than  the  people.  I  wul  ac- 
cept the  amendment. 

Mr.  Greenough— Then  I  will  offer  that  amend- 
ment. As  the  gentleman  will  remember,  when  I 
offered  a  similar  amendment  to  the  order  in  rela- 
tion to  the  burial  grounds,  in  his  speech  he  said 
it  was  unfair  to  bind  one  City  Government  for  all 
succeeding  time,  and  that  the  city  should  have 
the  right,  if  it  saw  fit,  to  use  any  of  its  grounds 
as  it  chose.  The  amendment  is  a  proper 
one  I  think,  for  we  should  not  alienate  that 
building  forever,  though  I  do  not  think  one  City 
Government  should  have  the  power  to  remove  it. 
I  understand  the  gentleman  accepts  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
-quoted  my  remarks  correctly,  but  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  say  now,  and  I  don't  think  it  is  worth 
while  looking  up  the  record,  as  he  is  satisfied  with 
it.  I  consider  the  citizens  of  Boston  would  be  of 
but  one  opinion  about  it.  The  loss  would  be 
theirs  if  they  destroyed  that  relic  of  the  past.  I 
am  willing  to  accept  the  amendment  as  it  is 
offered. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9 — While  I  can  see  no  neces- 
sity or  immediate  prospect  of  this  building  being 
disturbed  in  any  way,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  hardlv 
a  matter  of  such  great  importance  that  it  is  worth 
while  to  petition  the  Legislature  about  it.  It  has 
been  materially  changed  already.  It  has  not  the 
character  of  an  old  building.  It  has  a  modern 
French  roof  upon  it,  and  as  I  don't  see  any  imme- 
diate prospect  of  its  being  removed  or  attacked, 
still  I  don't  see  why  we  should  not  trust  this  mat- 
ter to  the  City  Government.  But  as  the  question 
has  been  brought  up,  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Streets. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5—1  hope  the  matter  will 
not  be  referred.  I  agree  fully  with  the  order  as 
amended  and  with  its  shape  before  it  was  amend- 
ed. In  1876  this  matter  seemed  to  be  pushed  very 
diligently.  It  was  a  hard  matter  to  find  who 
wanted  it  done.  Some  of  the  abutters  near  the 
building  did  n't  care  about  it,  and  others  did,  but 
it  was  urged  that  the  city  must  take  away  that 
building,  which  was  earning  at  that  time  "about 
$25,000  a  year.  But  there  are  three  considera- 
tions about  this  matter.  The  city  has  just  three 
old  landmarks  left,  Faneuil  Hall,  the  Old  State 
House  and  the  Old  S"Uth,  and  I  wish  the  city 
owned  the  Old  South,  and  if  I  could  include  the 
Old  South  in  this  order  I  would.  But  those  are  the 
three  old  landmarks  of  our  early  history.  I  did 
what  I  could  to  defeat  the  project  in  1876,  and  am 
glad  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  brought 
the  matter  up.  I  hope  we  shall  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature, so  there  cannot  be  any  hasty  action  on  the 
part  of  the  City  Government  which  will 
alter  or  deface  that  building.  The  street 
was  run  into  Dock  square,  and  called  New  Devon- 
shire street.  Tt  was  brought  up  with  a  great  pres- 
sure that  we  must  have  a  straight  line  there. 
Well,  the  city  removed  the  steps  from  the  Old 
State  House,  and,  as  my  teams  go  through  there  a 

freat  deal,  I  can  say  that  it  is  no  inconvenience, 
hope  the  order  will  pass,  and  that  we  shall  go  to 
the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  feel  it  would  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  to  have  the 
Old  State  House  removed.  Anybody  knows  it  is  a 
dangerous  place  to  be  passing — between  the  Old 
State  House  and  Devonshire  street.  Why  any- 
body should  be  anxious  to  retain  that  Old  State 
House  I  cannot  easily  discover.  Why  not  retain 
all  the  old  relics  ?  Do  they  show  any  more  beauty 
to  the  city?  It  is  one  of 'he  structures  that  the 
city  ot  Boston  should  abolish  at  its  earliest  con- 
venience. It  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  and  an  in- 
convenience to  the  public.    I  might  not  object  to 


removing  the  material,  but  I  feel  it  is  unjust  to 
allow  it  to  remain  there. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6 — 1  trust  that  this  matter 
will  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 
I  think  the  Council  is  almost  of  one  opinion,  and 
that  is  that  the  Ola  State  House  should  be  pre- 
served in  its  present  state  at  least.  It  is  no  great 
credit  to  the  city,  in  my  opinion,  that  it  has  al- 
lowed so  many  changes  in  its  external  appear- 
ance; I  thinkit  would  be  more  a  credit  to  the  city 
to  have  the  building  entirely  devoted  to  a  large 
historical  collection  and  as  a  public  building 
of  historical  interest,  as  Independence  "Hall  is 
preserved  by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia.  I 
don't  th  nk  it  is  of  any  great  account  that  we 
should  receive  $25,000  a  year  from  the  rent.  I 
think  it  ought  to  stand  there  without  any  tenants 
of  any  class.  I  would  remind  my  friend  on  the 
left  that  he  has  forgotten  one  old  land  mark,  and 
that  is  the  old  North  Church,  upon  which  the  City 
Government  put  a  tablet  to  commemorate  its  his- 
tory. I  hope  something  of  this  kind  shall  be  passed 
here  to  petition  the  Legislature  to  preserve  that 
edifice  in  its  present  shape.  I  don't  think 
there  is  any  danger  in  crossing  and  recross- 
ing  the  street  at  that  point.  I  ain  of  opinion 
that  the  danger  would  be  increased  to  have  the 
building  removed.  Certainly  pedestrians  have  an 
opportunity  to  wait  on  that  side  of  the  street  if 
there  is  a  blockade  on  the  other  side.  I  trust  we 
shall  have  as  much  regard  for  our  old  landmarks 
as  other  cities  on  the  eastern  seaboard  have  had 
for  theirs.  In  my  opinion  there  is  greater  inter- 
est manifested  in  New  York  in  such  matters  than 
there  is  in  Boston.  It  seems  to  me  Boston  has 
been  derelict  in  the  matter  of  the  Old  South,  and 
there  should  have  been  less  scandal  about  its  pur- 
chase and  sale,  and  if  the  city  had  done  its  duty 
there  would  have  been  less  discussion  in  the 
papers  of  this  and  other  cities. 

Mr.  Christal — I  think  it  would  be  just  as  im- 
proper in  the  city  taking  the  trunk  of  the  Old 
Elm  and  placing  it  in  this  Council  Chamber  as  to 
retain  the  Old  State  House.  There  is  no  differ- 
ence. I  should  like  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
convince  one  or  two  gentlemen  who  like  to  talk  to 
hear  themselves  talk,  that  there  is  a  dangerous 
place  down  there,  and  for  that  purpose  I  should 
like  to  have  this  matter  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  half -past  eight,  so  that  members 
of  this  Council  can  see  what  kind  of  a  place  it  is. 
It  is  one  of  the  narrowest  places  in  this  city  where 
there  is  so  much  travel.  I  pass  there  several 
times  every  day  and  my  eyes  are  not  closed. 
Teams  are  blockaded  there,  pedestrians  are  near- 
ly run  down,  and  policemen  have  to  be  stationed 
there  to  prevent  blockades.  Why  not  retain  all 
the  other  old  landmarks?  There  is  just  as  much 
need  of  retaining  the  house  of  Paul  Revere  as  in 
retaining  the  Old  State  House. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  answer  briefly  two 
points  that  have  been  made.  I  was  afraid  some 
one  would  say  my  order  was  unnecessary.  I  think 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  con- 
vince us  that  there  is  a  minority  in  the  commu- 
nity which  desires  .to  have  the  building  re 
moved.  The  old  building  is  in  danger  and 
will  be  every  year  until  it  is  put  beyond 
the  whim  or  caprice  of  any  City  Govern- 
ment. I  also  know  that  a  "member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  has  expressed  the  same  senti- 
ments as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8,  and  he  did 
so  to  me,  since  this  order  was  introduced,  stating 
that  the  time  had  come  for  the  old  State  House  to 
be  destroyed.  He  made  that  statement  to  me 
after  I  introduced  this  order,  and  I  commit  no 
breach  of  confidence  by  making  the  statement. 
In  the  second  place,  the  remark  has  been  made 
that  the  building  has  been  altered.  Now,  sir,  in 
1876  Mr-  George  F.  Loring  made  a  copy  of  the 
building  as  it  stood  in  1876  and  in  1776.  If  it  were 
necessary  I  would  ask  a  recess  of  the  Council  so 
that  the  members  might  look  at  those  pictures; 
but  I  think  it  is  unnecessary,  as  I  am  sure  most 
of  the  members  have  seen  and  are  familiar  with 
it,  as  it  has  hung  in  the  City  Clerk's  office.  Any 
one  who  looks  at  these  representations  of  the  old 
State  House  will  see  that  the  building  is  substan- 
tially as  it  was  as  regards  externals.  The  only 
change  now  is  that  the  modern  balconies  have 
been  removed.  There  is  a  French  roof  on 
the  upper  story,  but  viewing  it  from  the 
side  it  does  not  affect  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  building  which  is  obtained  from 
State  street  or  the  other  end.  The  spire  is  the 
same,  the  original  ends  are  the  same,  the  windows 
are  the  same,  and  today,  any  person  standing  in 
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State  street  and  looking  at  it.will  get  substantial- 
ly the  same  view  of  the  building  which  he  would 
have  got  one  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  not  too  lata 
to  preserve  the  Old  State  House  substantially  as 
it  Has  been.  It  is  not  a  case  of  a  building  which 
has  been  altered  and  changed  until  there  is  noth- 
ing materially  left  ofjthe  old  building  about  it.  I 
object  to  the  reference  of  this  matter  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  because  there  seems  to  be  no 
need  of  so  referring  it,  as  it  is  a  matter  upon 
■which  every  member  of  the  Council  has  probably 
made  up  his  mind.  The  Legislature's  in  session, 
and  the  time  for  presenting  petitions  and  papers 
■will  close  very  soon.  If  we  send  this  matter  to  a 
committee  and  wait  for  a  report,  and  in  other 
ways  allow  the  matter  to  be  delayed,  we  will  be 
shut  out.  I  hope  my  friend  from  Ward  9  will  not 
insist  upon  the  motion  to  refer. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Streets 
was  lost. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  giving  the  order, 
as  amended,  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  moved  to  specially  as- 
sign to  the  next  meeting  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock,  in  order  that  gentlemen  may  have  an  op- 
portunity of  viewing  "the  Old  State  House  and 
surroundings.    Lost. 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lauten  the  order 
was  amended  by  Mr.  Whitinore  so  that  the  peti- 
tion should  be  presented  to  the  present  session  of 
the  Legislature,  instead  of  the  next  one. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  don't  wish  to  suggest 
an  amendment,  but  I  would  inquire  the  necessity 
for  inserting  the  words,  "materially  change  the 
external  appearance."  If  I  had  thought  there 
was  any  prospect  of  referring  the  order  to  the 
committee,  I  would  like  to  have  inserted  that  they 
be  instructed  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
restoring  it  to  its  former  appearance.  I  should  like 
to  see  it  in  its  appearance  of  a  hundred  years  ago.. 
I  should  like  to  see  the  external  appearance  of 
the  Old  State  House  just  as  it  was  then.  If  it 
were  in  that  condition  we  should  have  more  re- 
spect and  reverence  for  it  than  we  have  now,  the 
same  as  Philadelphians  have  lor  Independf  nee 
Hall.  Then  when  you  go  there  you  would  have 
the  assurance  that  yon  were  treading  the  same 
floors  and  sitting  in  the  same  chairs  that  the 
fathers  used.  It  has  been  turned  into  a  den  of 
thieves.  It  is  made  into  offices,  and  there  is 
scarcely  a  vestige  of  -what  it  was.  I  think  there 
may  be  a  desire  to  return  the  building  to  its 
original  form  and  otherwise  improve  it.  Under 
the  present  form  of  the  order  there  would  be  a> 
doubt  in  my  mind  whether  necessary  repairs 
could  be  made. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  gentleman  having  asked 
for  information,  I  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  the 
Council  for  again  speaking  upon  the  question. 
The  reason  I  put  the  words  "external  appear- 
ance" in  the  order  was  for  the  reason  he  has 
given.  Tre  interior  has  been  changed  and  mate- 
rially altered.  But  the  exterior  is  substantially 
the  same  as  it  was  before.  I  think  if  there  are 
any  material  suggestions  to  make,  the  time  to  do 
so  is  when  the  City  Solicitor, -under  *he  advice  of 
the  Committee  on" Legislative  Matters,  comes  to 
prepare  a  bill  and  sends  it  to  the  State  House. 
This  order  is  drawn  in  a  broad  form,  and  the  de- 
tails can  be  put  in  when  the  act  is  drawn.  If  the 
gentleman  desires  to  save  the  building  he  should 
not  be  too  precise  about  the  details  of  the  order. 
I  think  it  will  be  looked  after  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  city  at  the  State  House. 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Bailey  of 
"Ward  4  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council  was 
divided. 

The  President  appointed  the  following-named 
gentlemen  permanent  tellers: 

First  Division— Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12, 
Morrison  of  Ward  17. 

Second  Division — Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  17, 
Sweeney,  Jr..  of  Ward  2. 

'ihird  Division — Messrs.  Brintnall  of  Ward  3, 
Hollis  of  Ward  25. 

The  order  was  passed— 46  for,  16  against. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Whitmore, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

ORGANIZATION   OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Finance 
Committee  eiving  notice  of  their  organization,  as 
follows:  Chairman  ex  officio— Mayor  Frederick  O. 
Prince;  Chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Council— Henry  F.  Coe;  Clerk— Alfred  T.Turner. 
Sent  up. 

DECORATION    DAY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 


transmitting  an  invitation  from  Thomas  G.  Ste 
venson  Post  26,  G.  A.  R.,  for  the  attendance  of  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  at  the  memorial  services 
of  the  post  at  Forest  Hills  on  Decoration  Day, 
May  30th,  next.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Edwin 
Tufts  for  confirmatory  deed  of  land  on  Brookline 
avenue.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Cathe- 
rine Cronin  to  be  compensated  for  personal  inju- 
ries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  on  Hanover 
street,  near  Portland  street,  Jan.  4,  1880.  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

MANAGERS  OF  THE    OLD    SOUTH    ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  joint  special  committee  to  nominate  mana- 
gers of  the  Old  South  Association,  recommending 
the  election  of  Hugh  O'Brien  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  Harvey  N.  Shepard  on 
the  part  of  the  Common  Council.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Swift  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  an  election  ordered. 

Committee — Messrs.  Swift  of  Ward  9,  Hancock 
of  Ward  1,  Folan  of  Ward  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8,  a  recess 
of  five  minutes  was  taken  while  the  committee 
were  out. 

Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

Hugh  O'Brien  had 67 

Harvey  N.  Shepard 65 

James  Christal 1 

Timothy  Murphy 1 

Messrs.  O'Brien  and  Shepard  were  elected. 
Sent  up. 

TRUSTEES  OF    THE  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Ward  16  submitted  a  report  in 
part  from  the  joint  special  committee  to  nomi- 
nate trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  recommending 
the  election  of  Alderman  Joseph  A.  Tucker  and 
Councilmen  John  P.  Hilton  and  George  H.  Wy- 
man. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Taylor  moved 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the  Council  might 
proceed  to  an  election. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  hoped  the  rule  would  not 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  nominations  would  lie 
over  a  week.  Mr.  Taylor  withdrew  the  motion  to- 
suspend  the  rule. 

JOINT    RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 

The  Special  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Or- 
ders, to  whom  were  referred  certain  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Rules  and  Orders,  having 
given  the  matter  their  consideration,  would  re- 
spectfully report  that  in  their  opinion  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  adopt  the  amendment  as  proposed. 

The  question  was  upon  accepting  the  report  and 
adopting  the  recommendations  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  ask  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. There  is  a  custom  which  has  grown  up  in 
the  Council  of  combining  the  acceptance  of  a  re- 
port with  the  adoption  of  the  recommendations 
of  the  committee.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  better  that 
we  should  fall  back  upon  another  custom,  of  ac- 
cepting the  report,  but  not  thereby  adopting  the 
recommendation.  As  a  matter  of  courtesy,  1  hold 
that  the  report  of  every  committee  should  be  ac- 
cepted, and  then  if  any  debate  happens  it  shall 
be  upon  the  recommendations  of  the  committee. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  an 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  a  committee  which  is 
not  offered  in  the  form  of  an  order,  resolve  or  ov- 
dinance,  adopts  that  report.  But  still  the  Chair 
does  not  desire  that  any  order  shall  be  passed  or 
any  report  accepted  unless  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  members  at  the  time  to  adopt  it  as 
their  opinion,  and  therefore  he  will  put  the  ques- 
tion first  upon  the  acceptance  and  then  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  report.  The  Chair  is  still  of  the 
opinion  that,  as  a  matter  of  parliamentary  prac- 
tice, the  acceptance  of  the  report  adopts  it. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  don't  intend  to 
take  up  the  time  of  this  Council  in  any  lengthy 
discussion  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  but  I 
do  desire  that  this  committee  shall  make  some 
explanation  of  the  reasons  why  they  make  this 
report.  Owing  to  the  form  in  wnich  this  matter 
has  been  brought  before  the  Council,  and  the 
peculiar  objections  which  have  been  made  to  these 
proceedings,  there  is  no  proper  copy  of  the  pro- 
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posed  amendments.  If  the  members  wish  to  see 
them,  they  have  got  to  hunt  them  up  in  the  small 
print  of  the  proceedings.  I  think  an  injustice 
was  done  to  me  in  that  respect,  and  the  Council 
should  have  had  a  chance  to  see  the  amend- 
ments in  print.  At  all  events,  I  want  to 
know  from  the  committee  how  they  can  get 
away  from  the  plain  duty  of  the  Common  Council 
to  put  its  rules  in  proper  shape  and  in  plain  Eng- 
lish ?  I  made  a  statement  it  the  last  meeting  that 
one  of  the  joint  rules  had  a  clause  in  it  which  did 
not  have  the  meaning  its  trainers  probably  in- 
tended. I  wish  the  committee  to  explain  their 
very  remarkable  report,  and  state  why  they  favor- 
ed the  continuance  of  a  rule  which  does  not  com- 
ply with  the  customs  of  the  Council  and  the  dic- 
tates of  common  sense.  In  the  second  place,  in 
regard  to  the  rule  that  no  contract  shall  be  made 
lor  supplies  or  materials  beyond  the  current  year, 
I  ask  some  reason  why  they  object  to  that  rule. 
It  may  be  a  bad  rule,  but  I  want  to  know  the  rea- 
son. It  does  seem  to  me  that  under  the  rules  of 
the  past  year  any  contract  might  be  made  for  any 
amount,  and  I  should  think  this  Council  would 
not  care  to  continue  a  system  laying  the  city  open 
to  abuse.  I  am  not  going  to  argue  in  favor  of 
these  rules,  but  only  ask  the  committee  the  rea- 
sons why  they  propose  to  reject  them. 

Mr.  Sibley  "of  Ward  5— In  regard  to  the  gravel 
transaction  to  which  the  gentleman  alludes  as 
taking  place  last  year,  that  committee  did  not  go 
on  and  contract;  they  came  here  and  asked  au- 
thority to  do  it,  which  was  voted  down.  I  sup- 
pose it  was  u'ader  this  very  identical  rule,  and  be- 
cause of  it,  that  tbey  did  come  here.  The  gentle- 
man proposed  to  alter  the  twelfth  line,  requiring 
that  whenever  any  additional  expenditur  '  not  con- 
templated when  the  estimates  are  made  is  pro- 
posed, the  board  or  committee  shall  furnish  to  the 
City  Council  a  detailed  account  of  its  expenditures 
in  print.  The  committee  failed  to  see  where  any- 
thing more  was  needed  as  an  amendment  to  that 
rule.  It  is  conclusive  and  comprehensive.  Noth- 
ing can  be  mere  so  than  that  sixteenth  rule  of  the 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders.  This  matter  has  been  over 
very  carefully,  as  I  said  the  other  evening,  by  a 
joint  committee  who  are  supposed  to  possess  a 
fair  amount  of  legal  knowledge,  and  it  is  their 
work.  Other  committees  of  previous  years  have 
done  the  same.  We  might  talk  upon  this  matter 
half  an  hour  and  the  conclusions  of  the  commit- 
tee are  the  best  we  can  get.  The  President  has 
before  him  the  proposed  amendments  to  the 
rule«,  but  I  will  not  call  for  them. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
Sent  up. 

The  President— In  order  that  the  practice  may 
be  uniform  hereafter,  unless  the  Chair  is  over- 
ruled by  an  appeal,  he  will  rule  that  if  a  commit- 
tee do  not  report  an  order,  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  will  be  the  adoption  of 
any  recommendations  of  the  report. 

EXPENDITURES   FOR  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  wliom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  School  Committee 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $118,133,  to 
meet  the  regular  expenses  of  the  public  schools 
during  the  remainder  of  the  present  financial 
year,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  conferred 
upon  the  subject  with  the  Committee  on  Accounts 
of  the  School  Committee,  and  find  the  condition 
of  the  school  finances  to  be  as  represented  in  the 
communication  to  the  City  Council.  It  appears  that 
the  estimates  for  carrying  on  the  schools  during 
the  present  financial  year  were  carefully  prepared 
by  the  School  Committee  last  spring,  and  the  sala 
ries  of  officers  and  instructors  having  been  estab- 
lished, and  contracts  virtually  entered  into,  upon 
the  basis  of  those  estimates,  the  School  Commit- 
tee felt  that  in  good  faith  no  material  re- 
ductions could  afterwards  be  made,  and  the 
schools  have,  in  fact,  been  administered  thus 
far  upon  the  scale  of  expense  contem- 
plated in  the  original  estimates.  The  City 
Council  having  reduced  the  appropriation,  the 
School  Committee  now  find  themselves  without 
funds,  and  unless  an  additional  appropriation  is 
supplied  them,  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  reduc- 
tion, it  will  be  necessary  to  close  the  schools  next 
month.  Your  committee  do  not  consider  it  ad- 
visable to  resort  to  such  an  extreme  measure,  and 
would  accordingly  respectfully  recommend  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $il8,133  for  public 
schools,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  be 
requested  to  proviae  the  means. 
The  question  was  upon  accepting  the  report  and 


referring  the  subject  to  the  Finance  Committee' 
with  a  request  to  provide  the  means. 

Mr.  Coe — Whatever  difference  of  opinion  there 
may  be  as  to  the  course  of  the  School  Board  in 
this  matter,  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the 
fact  that  if  this  money  is  not  appropriated  for 
their  purposes,  the  schools  will  be  closed  on  the 
20th  of  February,  and  cannot  be  opened  until 
some  time  after  that,  when  the  new  appropria- 
tions are  available.  As  stated  in  that  report,  the 
committee  do  not  think  we  ought  to  go  to  that  ex- 
treme. With  regard  to  the  relations  of  the  School 
Board,  we  shall  report  further.  The  committee 
recommend,  as  stated  in  this  report,  that  the  re- 
quest be  granted,  and  the  subject  be  referred  to 
the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Do  I  understand  this  is  but  a 
partial  report  on  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  Coe— There  is  another  report. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee  to  provide  the  means.  Sent 
up. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

PROPOSED    LIMITATION    OF    THE    POWERS    OF    THE 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following  : 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  who  were 
directed  to  consider  whether  any  additional  legis- 
lation is  necessary  as  to  the  relations  between  the 
City  Council  and  the  School  Committee,  would  re- 
spectfully report  that,  having  carefully  considered 
the  subject,  they  are  ot  the  opinion  that  the  City 
Council  should  have  the  right  to  limit  the  amouut 
which  may  be  expended"  for  school  purposes, 
in  like  manner  as  it  limits  the  expendi- 
tures of  all  the  other  branches  of  the  City 
Government.  In  other  words,  the  relations  be- 
tween the  City  Council  and  School  Committee 
should  be  so  adjusted  as  to  compel  the  latter  to 
confine  its  expenditures  within  the  limits  of  the 
appropriation  furnished  for  school  purposes.  A 
measure  has  been  introduced  in  the  State  Senate 
which  is  intended  to  accomplish  substantially 
the  changes  suggested  by  this  committee,  and 
they  believe  that  the  influence  of  the  City  Council 
should  be  exerted  in  its  favor.  They  would, 
accordingly,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  requiring  the  School 
Committee  of  Boston  to  confine  its  expenditures 
for  carrying  on  the  public  schools  within  the 
limits  of  the  appropriation  furnished  for  the  purr 
pose  by  the  City  Council. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Coe — There  are  a  few  facts  and  figures 
which  I  wish  to  present  to  the  Council  here, 
which  I  think  will  justify  us  in  the  passage  of  the 
order.  I  have  been  looking  over  the  figures  with 
some  interest  as  to  the  cost  of  our  schools  in  the 
last  few  years,  and  I  ask  the  particular  attention 
of  the  Council  to  them.  For  the  year  ending 
April  30,  1879,  which  is  the  last  financial  year,  the 
total  cost  of  school  expenses,  excluding  new 
school  houses,  was  $1,519,000.  There  were  53,262 
scholars,  including  3562  in  the  evening  schools. 
For  the  financial  year  1853-54  the  c^st  of  school 
expenses  was  $252,000,  and  there  were  22,528  schol- 
ars. If  the  cost  for  1878-79  had  been  the  same  for 
each  scholar  as  in  1853-54,  the  schools  would  have 
cost  $598,000  instead  of  $1,519,000,  or  $921,000  less. 
This  amount,  if  saved,  would  have  reduced  the 
tax  rate  very  nearly  a  dollar  and  a  half  on  a  thou- 
sand, and  taken  nearly  one-eighth  off  every  man's 
tax  bill.  In  other  words,  while  the  scholars  have 
increased  137  percent.,  the  amount  of  expense 
annually  has  increased  500  per  cent.  If  it  is 
said  that  1854  is  going  back  too  far,  we  will  come 
forward  ten  years,  to  the  financial  year  1863-64, 
which  gentlemen  will  remember  was  about  the 
time  gold  was  bearing  its  highest  premium,  when 
all  the  costs  of  living  were  high.  Take  1864— the 
number  of  scholars  was  26,961,  and  the  cost  of  the 
schools  was  $465,000.  If  the  cost  per  scholar  had 
been  the  same  in  1879  as  in  1864,  the  School  Hoard 
would  have  spent  $919,000,  instead  of  $1,519,000. 
This  basis  of  expenditures  would  have  saved  the 
taxpayers  $600,000,  or  nearly  one  dollar  on  a  thou- 
sand. So  that  from  1864,  the  number  of  scholars 
has  increased  100  per  cent.,  and  the  expenditures 
for  schools  237  per  cent.  It  is  true  that  the  board 
made  some  saving  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years.  They  have  reduced  the  cost  per  schdar 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  making  some 
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considerable  saving.  But  they  have  evidently 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  have  gone  as  tar 
as  they  can,  for  their  estimates,  as  suhmit- 
ted  this  year,  1879-80,  exceeded  the  expenditures 
of  the  previous  year  about  $138,000.  It  has  been 
stated  that  they  have  made  two  reductions  of  sal- 
aries of  instructors.  They  have,  I  believe,  made 
reductions  at  two  different  times,  but  when  gen- 
tlemen come  to  look  into  the  matter,  they  will 
find  that  the  reductions  have  been  very  slight. 
They  have  adopted  a  sliding  scale  of  salaries,  so 
that  when  a  teacher  enters  upon  his  duties  he  re- 
ceives less  salary,  but  there  is  a  gradual  increase 
for  five  years.  Looking  at  the  salaries  paid  now 
to  instructors  in  the  fourth  grade,  the  highest 
amount  ever  paid  for  that  grade  of  teachers  was 
$750.  The  amount  paid  this  year  to  that  grade  of 
teachers — those  who  have  been  connected  with 
the  school  five  years— is  $744,  and  the  amount  paid 
those  teachers  aggregates  nearly  one-half  the 
whole  amount  paid  to  the  instructors.  So  there 
has  been  a  reduction  of  less  than  one  per  cent,  on 
salaries  in  that  case.  Take  the  highest  grade  of 
masters,  and  1  think  the  reduction  has  been  five  per 
cent.  While  the  Council  has  gone  on  and  reduced 
the  salaiies  in  the  different  departments  connect- 
ed with  City  Hall  all  the  way  from  fifteen  to 
in  many  cases  twenty  and  twenty-five  per  cent., 
the  expenditures  in  the  School  Department  re- 
main as  they  have  been,  within  a  very  small  per- 
centage. 1  find  in  these  figures  a  justification  for 
the  report  of  the  committee  and  their  recom- 
mendations, if  hereafter  we  can  Jget  an  act 
passed  by  the  Legislature  that  the  expenditures 
of  the  School  Board  shall  be  placed  upon  the  same 
footing  as  other  departments,  and  that  they  shall 
be  limited  the  same  as  all  other  branches,  it 
will  be  a  great  point  gained.  At  the 
same  time  I  am  not  attacking  the  School  Board, 
but  simply  stating  facts,  so  that  gentlemen  can 
themselves  judge  of  the  necessity  for  passing 
this  order.  1  am  aware  that  since  1854  there  has 
been  a  large  increase  in  what  we  might  call  the 
fancy  studies  pursued  in  the  schools.  They  have 
taught  drawing,  music,  cnemistry  and  all  these 
various  studies  connected  with  the  higher 
branches,  and  these  have  swelled  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  School  Board.  I  am  very  doubtful 
as  to  whether  we  should  go  on  in  this  direction. 
I  don't  know  that  I  have  any  further  remarks  to 
make  in  this  connection.  It  has  been  the  desire 
that  this  matter  should  go  over  for  a  week,  and  I 
have  no  objection.  1  move  that  it  be  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting,  if  there  is  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.Whitmore— I  entirely  agree  with  the  general 
principle  of  the  report  of  the  committee  that  the 
present  state  of  this  complication  is  not  to  be 
longer  endured.  It  is  exactly  the  matter  which  1 
pointed  out  last  year— that  we  had  got  to  a  com- 
plication which  must  be  solved  in  some  way  or 
other.  Isow,  there  are  two  ways  to  get  rid  of  this 
matter:  either  we  can  let  the  School  Committee 
spend  its  own  money  and  call  upon  the  citizens  to 
pay  the  bills,  or  we  must  have  power  to  fix  the 
amount  which  they  shall  spend  every  year.  1  am 
not  yet  convinced  which  course  will  prove  the 
most  satisfactory  in  the  end.  In  the  Common 
Council  we  must  confess  that  the  School  Board 
has  the  confidence  of  the  community  to  a  consid- 
erable extent,  and  it  may  be  difficult  to  reduce  the 
powers  that  they  have  held  so  long,  and  render 
them  subordinate  to  the  City  Council.  For 
that  reason,  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  I  should 
favor  petitioning  for  an  alternative — either  that 
the  School  Board  shall  be  kept  witlnu  the  ap- 
propriation passed  by  the  City  Council,  or  else 
that  the  School  Committee  shall  make  its  own 
estimates,  and  that  a  special  school  tax  be  raised, 
the  same  as  the  county  tax,  so  that  the  School 
Committee  shall  be  responsible  directly  to  the 
people.  If  there  is  any  possibility  that  a  post- 
ponement would  injure  the  present  measure,  I 
should  not  urge  it;  but  if  there  be  no  immediate 
necessity  of  bringing  the  subject  to  the  notice  of 
tne  Legislature,  L  would  like  to  have  the  matter 
go  over  for  a  week,  in  order  to  consider  whether 
it  is  best  to  present  an  alternative  proposition  for 
one  of  these  two  things,  my  desire  being  to  arrive 
at  the  same  end  which  the  committee  themselves 
wish  to  accomplish,  this  question  being  simply  a 
matter  of  expediency  as  to  the  form  of  the  order 
for  petition.  If  I  thought  it  would  endanger  the 
petition,  I  would  not  ask  for  a  postponement  for 
a  moment.  If  there  is  no  necessity  for  acting 
upon  it,  I  would  move  that  it  be  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock. 


Mr.  Coe— I  have  no  objection  to  the  assignment- 
The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

THE    PROPOSED    TRANSFER    OF    POWERS    TO    THE 
SCHOOL     COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  order  in  relation  to  applying  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  transferring  to  the  School 
Committee  of  Boston  the  charge  of  all  expendi- 
tures connected  with  the  public  schools,  and  di- 
recting the  assessment  and  collection  of  a  sepa- 
rate tax  for  school  purposes,  having  considered 
the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report  that  in  their 
opinion  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe,  the  report  was  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock,  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the 
other  report. 

PROTECTION   OF  CEMETERIES. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
has  given  notice  of  intention  to  petition  the 
Legislature  to  take  such  action  as  shall  secure  the 
preservation  of  the  ancient  burial  grounds  of  the 
Commonwealth;  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  be  instructed  to  consider  the 
subject  and  to  report  at  an  early  meeting  of  the 
Council  what  action,  if  any,  is  advisable  on  the 
part  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  do  not  suppose  there  will  be 
any  opposition  to  the  reference  of  this  order  to 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  because 
whatever  course  they  may  see  fit  to  recommend 
when  they  make  their  report,  it  wiL,  of  course, 
be  optional  with  the  Council  to  adopt  it. 
But  in  offering  the  order,  I  will  simply  accompany 
it  by  a  statement  of  my  reasons  for  so  doing.  The 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  which  stands 
as  high  as  any  other  society  of  the  kind  in  the 
country,  have  presented  a  petition  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  the  protection  of  the  burial  grounds  of 
the  Commonwealth,  naming  several  of  them. 
They  have  entrusted  the  matter  to  very  competent 
counsel,  who  will  see  to  its  consideration  before 
the  Legislature.  Just  what  they  will  recommend 
and  just  how  it  affects  the  interests  of  the  city 
and  in  what  way  we  should  cooperate  with  them 
the  committee  can  ascertain.  My  own  feeling, 
about  the  matter  is  that  we  should  act  in  ...  sim- 
ilar way  as  in  the  motion  passed  in  regard 
to  the  Old  State  House;  that  it  should  be  put  out 
of  the  power  of  any  City  Government  to  desecrate 
those  burial  grounds,  and  that  such  action  should 
be  taken  only  by  ballot  of  the  citizens.  But  this 
whole  matter  will  come  up  for  action  when  the 
committee  make  their  report. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  , 
ti  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

STREET  CROSSINGS. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  cause  the 
street  crossings  to  be  cleaned  when  they  require 
it,  after  snowy  or  rainy  weather,  or  during  a  thaw, 
so  that  they  may  be  passable  for  pedestrians. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9 — If  the  crossings  are 
shovelled,  I  would  ask  if  it  would  not  spoil  the 
sleighing. 

Mr.  Maguire — We  don't  want  to  spoil  the  sleigh- 
ing, but  the  crossings  have  n't  been  touched  this 
year,  and  I  have  been  requested  by  several  citizens 
to  introduce  this  order  and  call  attention  to  it. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  don't  think  the  Board  of  Health 
have  anything  to  do  with  'hat.  I  think  this  is  a, 
matter  for  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health. 

Mr.  Maguire— I  understand  the  Board  of  Health 
have  charge  of  the  Superintendent. 

The  President  read  the  ordinance,  showing  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Health  should  make  all 
necessary  arrangements  for  cleaning  the  streets 
and  disposing  of  the  manure,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  amend  by  substituting 
Superintendent  of  Health  for  the  Board  of  Health, 
and  inserting  at  the  end  of  the  order  the  words 
"Under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Health." 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  moved  the  reference  of 
the  order  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  was  just  going  to  re- 
mark that  I  thought  the  passage  of  this  order 
would  be  doing  an  injustice  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets.    It  is  well  known  that  the  street 
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crossings  cannot  be  cleaned  in  a  day  or  an  hour 
after  a  storm.  I  thiDk  the  Superintendent  would 
see  it  is  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  disagree  with  the  gentleman  who 
has  last  taken  his  seat.  1  have  myself  spoken  to 
the  Superintendent  several  times,  and  he  tells  me 
he  has  n't  momy  enough,  but  if  the  committee 
order  him  to  do  it  he  will  do  it. 

Mr.  Greenough — The  reason  I  asked  the  ques- 
tion I  did  is  because  I  thought  it  might  be  un- 
necessary to  pass  the  order.  Everybody  knows 
that  when  the  snow  falls  the  horse  railroads  break 
up  the  streets  and  carry  off  the  snow.  There  are 
a  great  many  people  who  drive  from  out  of  town 
to  do  business  here,  and  they  will  be  greatly  in- 
convenienced if  the  snow  is  entirely  removed 
from  the  crossings.  I  should  be  sorry  to  do  any- 
thing to  cause  inconvenience  to  these  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  "Ward  3—1  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman. I  have  seen  the  crossings  entii  ely  free 
from  snow,  and  it  was  greatly  to  the  inconven- 
ience of  teams. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  would  like  to  sug- 
gest in  this  connection  that  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  after  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  to  keep  the 
crossing's  clean.  Suppose  a  man  is  stationed  at 
each  crossing,  and  it  is  kept  clean,  the  teams  con- 
stantly passing  over  it  bring  new  snow  upon  it.  I 
don't  chink  it  would  be  possible  to  keep  them 
clean. 

Mr.  Christal— It  has  got  down  to  the  old  story 
that  the  teams  take  precedence  of  the  pedestrians. 
As  I  have  heard  remarked  by  my  friend  from 
"Ward  14,  I  have  seen  these  crossings  in  very  bad 
condition,  but  the  Superintendent  s\vs  he  has  no 
money  to  keep  them  clean.  It  would  be  an  object 
to  get  men  employed.  There  is  no  one  m  >re  anx- 
ious to  do  that  than  I  am.  I  should  like  to  see 
men  employed  every  day,  engaged  in  such  work, 
but  there  is  not  money  enough,  and  where  is  it  to 
come  from?  If  it  is  referred  to  the  committee 
they  will  take  the  necessary  action  and  see  that  it 
is  done. 

Mr.  Maguire — I  have  no  objection  to  sending  it 
to  the  committee.  All  I  want  is  to  have  it  accom- 
plished, and  if  it  can  be  done  more  readily  by  ref- 
erence to  the  committee,  I  have  no  objection. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Health.    Sent  up. 

LAMB'S   MAP  OF  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  be  author- 
ized to  issue  full-sized  heliotypes  of  Lamb's  Map 
of  the  First  Division  of  Lands  in  Boston,  and 
dispose  of  them  by  sale  or  otherwise,  as  they 
deem  advisable;  the  expense  thereof  not  to  ex- 
ceed four  hundred  dollars,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  order  will,  of  course,  go 
over  to  the  next  meeting.  I  have  no  desire  to 
press  it.  The  fact  is  that  the  Public  Library 
bought  a  large  plan  about  six  or  eight  months 
ago,  which  undertook  to  lay  out  the  bounds  of  the 
original  estates  in  Boston.  It  was  a  work  pre- 
pared with  a  great  deal  of  care,  and  was  a  valua- 
ble beginning.  But  like  every  beginning,  it  can 
be  improved  upon.  It  was  suggested  to  me  by 
several  of  the  trustees  that  if  they  could  have 
several  heliotypes  taken,  they  could  furnish  them 
to  conveyancers  and  antiquarians  generally,  who 
would  assist  the  city  by  filling  up  certain  sections. 
It  will  be  of  assistance  to  the  city  to  have  some 
plan  of  this  kind  adopted.  I  hope  it  will  be  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading  and  passed  at  the  next 
meeting,so  that  gentlemen  can  have  an  opportunity 
to  look  into  the  subject.  I  move  to  charge  it  to  in- 
cidentals because  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Library  has  been  economical,  and  is  so  small 
that  it  would  be  unfair  to  charge  it  to  that  appro- 
priation. This  map  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  city. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  think  this  is  a  sub- 
ject that  should  be  considered  by  the  committee, 
and  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Library;  with  instructions  to  report  at 
the  next  meeting. 

Carried.    Sent  up. 

EAST    BOSTON    CEMETEBT. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  ot  Health  be  requested  to  consider  and  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  upon  the  expediency  of 
having  the  cemetery  in  East  Boston,  Known  as 
the  Fourth  Section  Cemetery,  properly  drained 
and  otherwise  improved,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding §500.    Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 


PROPOSED   NEW  BRIDGE  TO  CHARLESTOWN. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  offered  an  order— That  a 
committee  of  five  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  with 
such  as  the  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  "the  necessity  of  a  new 
bridge  over  Charles  Kiver,  between  Wards  5  and 
7.  Passed,  and  Messrs.  Bailey  of  Ward  4,  Hilton 
of  Ward  5,  Brintnall  of  Ward  3,  Austin  of  Ward  11 
and  Doherty  of  Ward  7  were  appointed  on  said 
committee.     Sent  up. 

FIRE  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order — That 
the  Inspector'of  Buildings  be  directed  to  report 
to  the  City  Council  whether  the  condition  of  the 
buildings  on  Federal  and  Devonshire  streets 
burned  Dee.  28  and  29, 1879,  complied  at  that  time 
in  all  particulars  with  the  requirements  of  the 
building  laws;  also  whether  any  changes  in  the 
requirements  of  the  building  laws  are  desirable; 
also  to  state  what,  in  his  opinion,  caused  the  fire 
to  extend  to  other  buildings  than  the  one  in  which 
it  originated. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  inquire  whethe'r  this 
is  the  same  order  that  was  introduced  and  carried 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  last  Council,  and  whether 
it  refers  to  the  same  buildings.  I  think  we  passed 
such  an  order  at  that  time. 

The  President — This  has  reference  to  the  same 
matter;  but  the  Fire  Commissioners  were  in  that 
case  requested  to  make  the  report,  and  it  is  out  of 
their  jurisdiction.  It  should  properly  go  before 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

PROPOSED  INCREASE  IN  THE  PAT    OF     LABORERS. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6  offered  an  order — That 
a  joint  special  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  matter  of  an  increase 
in  the  pay  of  laborers  employed  by  the  various 
departments  of  the  City  Government,  said  sub- 
ject having  been  referred  to  this  Government  as 
the  unfinished  business  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee of  last  year's  Government. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— It  seems  to  me  that  matter 
can  be  very  well  left  where  it  is  now,  in  the  hands 
of  the  different  departments.  I  trust  we  shall  not 
do  anything  hasty  in  this  matter,  and  th.tthe 
gentleman  who  offered  the  order  will  give  us  some 
reasons  for  its  passage. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— An  order  was  passed  here  at  the 
last  meeting  but  one  of  the  last  City  Government 
that  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature  in  the 
hands  of  joint  special  committees  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Government.  As  that  was 
passed  I  supposed  it  would  be  within  the  prov- 
ince of  the  Chair  to  appoint  a  special  committee- 
to  consider  this  matter.  I  think  the  matter  ought 
to  be  brought  up  now  and  referred  to  a  joint 
special  committee,  so  that  they  may  have  a  con- 
sultation with  the  heads  of  the  departments  and 
report.  Of  course  it  does  not  state  the  wages. 
We  can  see  and  hear  the  arguments  of  the  various 
heads  of  departments  and  report  if  anything  is 
necessary,  or  we  can  report  that  the  various  heads 
of  departments  will  in  their  reports  make  pro- 
visions for  an  increase.  I  think  it  will  not  inter- 
fere with  the  duties  of  the  various  heads  of  de- 
partments, and  consultation  with  them  will  cer- 
tainly do  no  harm  either  to  the  laborers  or  the 
City  Government. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9 — The  OTder  of  which 
this  is  a  copy  was  introduced  in  the  last  session 
of  the  Government  so  suspiciously  near  the  elec- 
tion that  it  seemed  as  if  it  could  hardly  be  a  coin- 
cidence. The  matter  was  referred  to  a  joint 
special  committee,  of  which  I  happened  to  be  a 
member,  and  then,  after  election  time,  it  was 
summarily  dropped,  the  committee  not  being 
called  together.  I  have  no  desire  to  shirk  any 
duty  of  serving  upon  that  committee  if  you  ap- 
point me,  but  I  hone  this  matter  will  be  left  to 
the  heads  of  departments. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— I  had  the  honor  to  be 
appointed  upon  that  committee,  and  I  wish  to 
state  in  behalf  of  the  Alderman,  that  there  were 
so  many  petitions  for  a  recount  of  votes,  and  as 
he  served  upon  that  committee  also,  he  forgot 
this  matter.  There  were  so  many  members  of  the 
committee  who  did  not  come  back  to  this  Govern- 
ment that  I  intended  to  ask  to  have  it  brought 
up  again.  Now  is  the  time  to  consider 
it.  When  the  appropriations  are  made, 
we  will  be  told  that  the  appropriations  have 
been  made  and  we  must  stand  by  them.  We 
have  been  asked  tonight  to  make  an  appropria- 
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tion  for  the  school  teachers  who  work  so  much 
harder  than  the  poor  laborers,  as  everybody 
knows.  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  gentlemen 
who  have  charge  of  this  matter,  so  far  as  raising 
the  wages  of  the  laborers  is  concerned.  When 
there  is  anything  to  be  done  for  the  poor  laboring 
men  there  is  always  some  dodge  to  defeat  it.  Now 
is  the  time  to  consider  it,when  the  appropriations 
are  to  be  made,  so  that  the  Paving,  Health  and 
Water  departments  may  receive  a  large  ap- 
propriation for  an  increase  in  the  wages  of  the 
laborers.  I  tried  to  get  an  order  passed  to  restore 
a  nundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment appropriation,  but  it  was  rejected.  Now 
they  have  asked  for  $118,000  for  the  School  Com- 
mittee. I  hope  the  gentlemen  will  not  treat  the 
laborers  as  they  have  heretofore,  in  the  face  of 
their  treatment  of  the  school  teachers,  who  don't 
work  so  hara  and  get  larger  salaries. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  was  not  the 
one  who  introduced  the  original  order,  so  that  the 
remark  of  my  friend  from  Ward  9,  that  it  was 
suspiciously  near  election  time,  has  no  reference 
to  me. 

Mr.  Grreenough — I  did  not  so  intend  it. 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  simply  introduced  this  order  be- 
cause it  was  ordered  by  the  last  City  Government 
that  this  matter  should  be  referred  to  this  City 
Government,  and  I  think  it  would  be  in  order  for 
the  Chair  to  appoint  such  a  committee. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9 — I  don't  know  as  I  have  any 
particular  objection  to  the  appointment  of  this 
committee,  but  it  seems  10  me  that  any  action  of 
this  sort  is  uncalled  for  and  unnecessary;  because, 
without  it  this  matter  will  lie  attended  to,  and 
probably  better  than  the  committee  would  be  able 
to  do  it  themselves—because,  if  no  order  was 
passed,  and  no  committee  appointed,  each  depart- 
ment would  consider  the  question  how  much  they 
would  have  to  pay  the  laborers  in  the  com- 
ing year,  and  having  made  up  their 
opinions  on  the  subject,  they  would  make 
their  reports  and  estimates  accordingly.  So 
it  seems  to  me,  as  the  matter  is  g-jing  to  be  con- 
sidered anyway,  and  will  be  considered  in  the 
several  departments,  who  know  the  work  that 
they  have  to  do  and  the  kind  of  laborers  they 
would  have  to  employ,  I  should  think  it  would  be 
done  more  intelligently  in  that  way  than  if  we 
have  a  committee  to  consider  the  whole  depart- 
ments as  a  general  system.  Therefore,  although 
I  have  no  objection  to  this  order,  I  shall  vote 
against  it  because  I  consider  it  unnecessary. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— I  am  very  sorry  this  matter  has 
given  rise  to  this  discussion.  I  did  n't  suppose  it 
was  necessary  to  debate  it  at  all.  But  I  would 
like  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  to  reflect  for  a 
moment  and  consider  when  there  was  a  time 
when  the  heads  of  departments  voluntarily  put 
into  the  estimates  an  item  for  an  increase  of  the 
pay  of  laborers  in  their  department.  1  don't 
think  we  have  such  an  instance.  I  think  this 
matter  of  an  increase  of  the  wages  of  the  labor- 
ers has  always  been  brought  up  in  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  the'laborers  have  never  received  an  in- 
crease of  wages  unless  the  matter  was  first  brought 
up  in  the  City  Council,  and  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments were  notified  that  it  was  the  sense  of  the 
City  Council  that  the  laborers  should  receive  an 
increase  of  wages.  I  don't  imagine  for  a  moment 
that  any  one  in  this  Common  Council  will  con- 
sider in  connection  with  the  high  prices  of  ail 
articles  constituting  the  necessaries  of  life,  that 
an  increase  of  wages  is  an  unreasonable  thing  to 
be  granted  to  the  laborers  in  the  several  depart- 
ments. The  mere  matter  of  a  dollar  and  a  half  a 
day  is  a  small  thing  for  a  laborer  upon  which  to 
support  his  family  and  properly  educate  his  chil- 
dren. If  the  heads  of  departments  take  into  con- 
sideration the  matter  of  an  increase  of  wages  of 
the  laborers  under  them,  they  will  only  do  so 
when  the  members  of  the  City  Council  notify 
them  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  City  Government 
that  the  pay  of  the  laborers  should  be  increased. 

The  order  was  passed. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  O'Dowd  of 
Ward  6,  Greenough  of  Ward  9,  and  Christal  of 
Ward  8  on  said  committee. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Christal,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

NEW  COURT    HOUSE 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instruct- 
ed to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  rights  and 
duties  of  the  Common  Council  in  the  matter  of 
building  a  new  Court  House  in  Boston. 


The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Bailey  ol  Ward  4— Before  that  order  is 
adopted  I  would  like  to  hear  from  my  friend  some 
reason  for  it.  It  is  simply  through  ignorance  that 
I  make  the  request. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  reason  why  I  introduced 
that  order  is  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  his  in- 
augural address  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
certain  powers  given  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
by  the  Legislature  had  expired,  they  having  ex- 
hausted them  by  tueir  exercise.  In  looking  at  the 
matter  myself  to  see  how  that  affected  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Common  Council,  I  found  that  the 
subject  was  quite  involved,  and  I  therefore  de- 
sired that  it  might  be  brought  before  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  who  are  instructed  always  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  in  doubt- 
ful cases  and  find  out  whether  there  are  any  pow- 
ers belonging  to  the  Council  in  the  matter.  My 
own  impression  is,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  that  con- 
current action  by  both  branches  is  requisite  at 
the  present  time;  but  I  don't  leel  at  all  certain 
about  it,  because  it  depends  upon  the  fag  ends  of 
several  statutes  which  have  been  altered  and 
changed  and  several  portions  repealed.  Know- 
ing that  the  Judiciary  Com  nittee  is  composed 
mostly  of  lawyers,  I  thought  that  the  proper  place 
to  make  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  would  like  to  inquire  if  there  is 
any  proposition  for  a  new  Court  House  pending 
before  the  City  Government? 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  matter  stands  in  this  way: 
There  is  a  recommendation  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
that  something  be  done.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  a  document  described  in  the 
papers  as  a  large  petition  signed  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  influential  citizens,  headed  by  Henry  W. 
Paine  and  other  members  of  the  Suffolk 
bar,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  As  I  have  already 
stated,  I  think  there  are  perhaps  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  the  Council.  I  think  we  ought  to  un- 
derstand our  rights  and  duties  in  this  matter. 
For  that  reason  I  wanted  the  legal  committee  of 
this  body  to  investigate  the  matter. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9 — I  am  not  sure  whether  I 
am  right,  but  if  I  remember  the  Mayor's  sugges- 
tion correctly  ,t  was  to  the  effect  that  if  we  build 
such  a  Court  House  as  we  really  ought  to  build, 
we  could  not  afford  it  at  present.  That  is  the  way 
I  understood  that  part  of  the  message. 

Mr.  Bailey— 1  trust  this  order  will  not  prevail. 
Simply  because  at  some  time  this  may  be  a  moot- 
ed question  is  no  reason  for  the  Council  to  inquire 
into  it  at  the  present  time.  We  might  as  well  in- 
quire into  the  rights  of  the  Common  Council  in 
regard  to  building  a  new  bridge,  a  new  City  Hall 
or  new  cemetery,  for  the  reason  that  either  of 
those  matters  may  at  some  time  be  undertaken.  I 
hope  that  duty  will  not  be  imposed  upon  that 
committee,  for  it  is  one  of  those  things  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  go  into  and  examine 
the  intricacies  of  the  law  without  some  necessity 
for  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  is  with  reluctance  that  I 
arise  to  make  some  further  remarks  upon  the 
subject,  which  is  simply  one  of  iuquiry.  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  every  committee  appointed  by 
this  body  is  eager  and  anxious  to  work,  particu- 
larly between  the  hours  of  one  and  two.  I  think 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  committee  to 
meet  at  City  Hall.  So  far  as  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  is  concerned,  there  is  no  more  likelihood 
of  its  being  overworked  this  year  than  the  year 
before.  But  as  to  the  exigencv  which  the  gentle- 
man has  referred  to,  up  to  within  a  few  months 
there  was  no  question  about  the  power  of  the 
Board  ol  Aldermen  to  take  one  step  in  regard  to 
building  a  new  Court  House.  There  was  no  ques- 
tion but  what  the  Council  would  be  called  upon. 
Now,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  has  not,  proba- 
bly, kept  himself  informed  upon  the  proceedings 
of  the  City  Council  for  two  or  three  years.  He 
was,  probably,  not  aware  of  the  fact  that 
this  matter  was  discussed  a  little  over  a 
year  ago,  during  the  year  1878,  and  Mr. 
Crocker  of  Ward  9  at  that  time  was  very 
desirous  that  a  state  of  affairs  should  arise  exact- 
ly the  same  as  has  now  succeeded.  The  Board  of 
Aldermen  having  exhausted  their  powers  under 
tne  act,  the  matter  falls  back  upon  the  statutes 
giving  *he  City  Council  power  to  buy  land  for 
public  buildings.  The  matter  has  been  changed 
within  two  or  three  months,  and  as  the  other 
branch  has  assumed  certain  powers,  it  seems  per- 
fectly reasonable  that  we  should  know  how  the 
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matter  stands.  There  is  no  pressing  emergency 
beyond  that.  But  if  this  year  an  attempt  should 
be  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  ask  for 
further  powers,  it  may  be  desirable  for  the  Coun- 
cil to  consider  whether  they  shall  join  in  the  re- 
quest or  not.  The  exigency  may  arise  during  the 
present  session  of  the  Legislature.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  be  willing  to  give  us  the  benefit  of 
Sis  services  on  this  matter,  and  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  order  the  reference  of  the  subject  to  a 
committee  who  will  attend  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— It  is  simply  because  I  am 
•willing  to  work  that  I  oppose  the  passage  of  this 
order.  Suppose  a  committee  in  the  other  branch 
should  report  that  they  have  no  other  powers, 
then  we  should  have  spent  all  our  force.  If  they 
determine  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  additional 
legislation,  then  it  will  be  well  for  the  Council  to 
determine  whether  it  will  ask  for  it.  Then  I 
should  be  willing  to  give  the  necessary  time  and 
atteut  on  to  it.  But  I  am  not  willing  to  give  my 
attention  and  time  to  a  matter  which  perhaps 
-will  be  worth  nothing.  When  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men have  taken  the  position  that  they  have  cer- 
tain rights  and  the  Council  none,  then  I  am  will- 
ing that  the  Council  should  take  some  action  to 
find  out  what  its  rights  are. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  gentleman  makes  two  mis- 
takes. The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  is  not  a 
joint  committee,  and  it  will  require  no  action  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Then,  in  the  sec- 
ond place,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  appoint- 
ed a  special  committee,  following  upon  the  pow- 
ers which  they  have  held  for  twelve  years,  and 
■which  the  Mayor  says  were  exhausted.  The  case 
has  arisen  The  Board  of  Aldermen,  in  good 
faith,  have  assumed  to  exercise  certain  powers, 
and  I  think  we  should  ascertain  whether  we  have 
any  powers  in  the  matter  or  not. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  occupying  so  much  time.  I  don't  wish  the 
Council  or  the  gentleman  to  understand  that  I 
understood  that  the  Judiciary  Committee  was  a 
joint  committee.  Neither  have  I  asserted  that 
there  will  be  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances. But  i  had  supposed  that  there  would 
be  a  report  from  the  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  then  when  they  attempt  to  exer- 
cise any  powers  which  the  gentleman  or  any  other 
member  of  thelCouncil  thinks  is  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  this  mattter,  then  will  be  the  time  to 
refer  this  matter  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  to 
consider  and  report  upon  it.  But  I  don't  want 
the  committee  to  be  required  to  consider  abstruse 
points  of  law  unless  there  is  a  necessity  for  it.  I 
submit  to  the  Council  that  it  is  putting'  upon  the 
committee  a  work  which  would  be  entirely  un , 
necessary. 

The  order  was  declared  rejected.  Mr.  Whitmore 
doubted  the  vote,  '"'he  Council  was  divided— 34 
for,  28  against,  and  the  order  was  declared  passed. 
Sent  up. 

THE  JOINT  RULES. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
twenty-third  joint  rule  of  last  year,  the  adoption 
of  which  was  deferred  at  the  last  meeting.  The 
rule  provides  that  the  joint  rules  and  orders  shall 
not  be  altered,  amended  or  suspended  in  any  way 
except  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  both  branches 
of  the  City  Council. 

The  motion  prevailed.  Subsequently  a  motion 
to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Sibley,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail,  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

RULES  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— The  vote  just  passed, 
perhaps,  makes  it  a  proper  time  for  me  to  bring 
forward  a  certain  matter  in  regard  to  the  rules  of 
the  Council,  they  still  remaining  without  the 
clinching  clause  which  has  been  applied  to  the 
joint  rules.  It  is  a  matter  which  the  members 
of  the  Council  will  remember  I  attempted  to 
have  printed  at  the  special  meeting  of  the  Com 
mon  Council,  so  that  the  amendments  I  have  to 
offer  might  be  before  the  members.  It  is  also  a 
matter  of  record  that  that  effort  was  opposed  by  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders, 
and  that  the  common  courtesy  of  printing  a  doc- 
ument and  assigning  a  time  for  its  consideration 
was  used.  1  do  not  remember  in  tny  experience, 
or  in  my  examination  of  the  records,  to  have  seen 
a  time  when  a  member  of  a  committee,  either  un- 
willing or  unable  to  attend  to  a  subject,  was  un- 
willing to  allow  another  member  such  a  courtesy. 
The  only  argument  brought  up  was  to  vote  down 
the  amendments.  Now,  sir,  I  give  notice  that  I 
shall  not  propose  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  Coun- 
cil.    I  desire  the  City  Messenger  to  distribute 


these  copies  to  the  members  of  the  Council.  It  is 
an  unusual  thing  for  a  member  to  be  compell  ed  to 
take  a  roundabout  method  of  bringing  in  a  mat- 
ter affecting  the  public  interest  before  the  Coun- 
cil. I  desire  also  at  this  time  that  the  reporter 
shall  place  these  amendments  upon  the  record 
as  a  part  of  my  speech,  and  thus  save  the 
Council  the  necessity  of  listening  to  them. 
I  do  not  propose  to  offer  these  amend- 
ments. When  I  made  the  statement  a  week  ago, 
that  the  rules  of  the  Common  Council  were  de- 
fective and  needed  revision,  I  spoke  of  a  matter 
of  which  I  thought  I  knew  something.  I  am  now 
forced  to  produce  the  matter  here  in  print  for  my 
own  justification.  I  challenge  any  member  of 
this  Council  to  contradict  any  of  the  statements  I 
make  in  regard  to  the  rules  to  which  I  have 
pointed  attention  on  this  statement.  But  I  am 
not  going  to  weary  the  Council  with  the  consid- 
eration of  these  amendments.  Defective  rules  are 
the  strongholds  of  minorities.  I  have  no  desire 
personally  to  correct  rules  which  are  defective. 
Knowing  the  weak  points  of  the  rules,  I  can  find 
them  for  my  purposes  during  the  present  year. 
But  I  beg  you  to  remember  one  thing,  and  that  is, 
it  is  within  the  power  of  any  one  member  of  this 
Council  to  set  aside  the  rules  as  they  stand,  by 
calling  upon  you  for  a  ruling  upon  a  sentence 
which  cannot  convey  a  correct  impression  to  the 
Council.  It  is  also  a  fact,  in  regard  to  reconsid- 
eration, that  any  one  member  can  oblige  thi» 
Council,  if  there  are  seventy-one  members  against 
him,  either  to  repeal  or  alter  a  rule  as  it  stands 
now,  else  he  can  delay  the  public  business 
week  by  week.  In  other  words,  any  member  can, 
by  insisting  upon  the  right  of  reconsideration, 
reduce  it  to  a  mockery  by  going  the  next  day  and 
filing  a  notice  such  as  is  provided  by  the  rules  and 
orders.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  after  the 
defects  in  the  rules  have  been  pointed  out,  Ihe 
Council  will  be  willing  to  Jet  them  remain  as  they 
are.  The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore  is 
as  follows: 

Proposed  Amendments  to  the  Mules  of  the  Common 
Council, 

1.  Rule  5.  Add  "All  vacancies  shall  be  filled  in 
the  manner  of  their  appointment,  and  the  mem- 
bers so  appointed  or  elected  shall  take  rank  ac- 
cording to  the  date  of  their  appointment." 

2.  Strike  out  Rule  13. 

3.  Rule  18.  Strike  out  at  the  end  the  words 
"before  such  vote."  and  insert  "originally"  before 
the  word  "entitled." 

4.  Transfer  Rules  26,  27  and  28  to  the  end,  to  be 
joined  with  the  rules  passed  in  May,  1879. 

5.  Strike  out  in  Rule  35  the  word  "standing." 

6.  Substitute  for  Rules  45  and  68  the  following: 
"All  officers  receiving  any  compersation  from 

the  city  of  Boston  or  county  of  Suffolk,  who  are 
primarily  elected  by  the  City  Council,  shall  be 
chosen  in  this  branch  by  ballot.  Nominations  of 
such  officers  shall  be  made  by  nominating  com- 
mittees, whose  reports  shall  lie  over  for  one  week 
before  action  is  taken  thereon.  [All  nominations 
of  salaried  officers  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  shail 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  members  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  their  report  shall  lie 
over  for  one  week  before  action  is  taken.]  All 
confirmations  of  the  Mayor's  nominations  shall  be 
by  a  yea  and  nay  ballot." 

7.  Rule  46.  Add  as  follows:  "No  motion  shall 
require  to  be  seconded  except  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair." 

8.  In  Rule  49,  line  6,  for  the  words  "to  postpone 
to  a  day  certain,"  substitute  the  words  "to  special- 
ly assign  to  a  certain  hour." 

Also  strike  out  the  last  four  lines,  and  insert  ai 
new  rule,  as  follows: 

"These  several  motions  shall  have  precedence 
in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  arranged  They 
shall  not  be  applied  to  each  other,  except  that  an 
amendment  may  be  amended,  and  the  time  speci- 
fied for  a  special  assignment  may  be  amended. 
A  substitute  for  a  bill  or  a  section  of  a  bill  shall 
be  deemed  an  amendment.  The  previous  ques- 
tion may  be  demanded  upon  an  amendment,  and 
that  motion  shall  be  decided  without  debate." 

9.  In  Rule  51,  trarsfer  "a  joint  standing  com- 
mittee" to  the  first  place. 

10.  In  Rule  52,  strike  out  the  words  "except 
upon  an  immediate  repetition,"  and  insert 

"Provided,  however,  that  when  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ has  been  negatived,  a.  motion  of  some  kind 
must  be  offered,  or  a  vote  of  some  kind  taken,  be- 
fore a  motion  to  adjourn  can  be  again  enter- 
tained." 

11.  For  Rule  58  substitute  a  new  draft,  as  fol- 
lows: 
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"Debate  on  the  call  for  the  previous  questions, 
or  on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  tabic,  or  to  take 
from  the  table,  shall  not  exceed  ten  minutes.  In 
such  debate,  however,  the  merits  of  the  main 
question  shall  not  be  discussed." 

12.  Add  to  Rule  62,  as  follows:  "The  question 
shall  be  put  as  follows:  "Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Council?" 
And  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative unless  a  majority  of  the  votes  given  are  to 
the  contrary." 

13.  Substitute  for  Rule  66  and  the  first  two 
lines  and  a  half  of  Rule  67,  the  following: 

66.  "The  vote  upon  any  motion  which  has  not 
already  taken  effect,  may  be  reconsidered  once 
and  once  only.  A  motion  to  reconsider  may  be 
made  immediately  after  the  announcement  of 
such  vote,  or  under  the  seventh  clause  of  Rule  41. 

"Any  member  who  voted  iviththe  majority  may 
give  notice  to  the  Clerk,  within  twenty-four'uours 
after  the  adjournment  of  any  meeting  (except  the 
final  meeting  of  the  year,  or  that  preceding  any 
adjournment  of  the  Council  for  over  two  weeks), 
that  he  intends  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  any 
motion  passed  at  such  meeting.  The  Clerk  shall 
retain  all  the  papers  connected  with  such  motion 
until  the  reconsideration  has  been  decided. 

"Whenever  a  matter  has  been  specially  assigned 
to  a  time  beyond  the  period  fixed  by  Rule  41  for 
action  on  motions  to  reconsider,  a  notice  as  above 
specified,  to  reconsider  any  vote  affecting  the 
provisions  of  such  ordinance,  order  or  resolution 
shall  be  considered  whenever  such  special  assign- 
ment takes  effect. 

"Rule  67.  Debate  on  motions  to  reconsider 
shall  be  held  to  open  the  main  question  for  dis- 
cussion; it  shall  be  limited  to  thirty  minutes,  and 
no  member  shall  speak  for  more  than  five  min- 
utes. The  vote  accepting  or  rejecting  the  motion 
to  reconsider  shall  not  be  reconsidered  If  a  re- 
consideration be  granted,  the  motion  as  finally 
passed,  whether  amended  or  uot,  shall  not  be 
open  to  a  motion  to  reconsider  again." 

14.  The  remainder  of  Rule  67  as  a  new  rule. 

15.  Rule  68  is  omitted,  being  already  consid- 
ered. 

16.  After  Rule  71,  insert  the  following: 

1.  The  seats'  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
shall  be  numbered,  and  shall  be  determined,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Council,  by  drawing  the  names  of 
members  and  the  number  of  the  seats  simulta- 
neously; and  each  member  shall  be  entitled  for 
the  year  to  the  seat  bearing  the  number  so  drawn 
against  his  name,  and  shall  not  change  it,  except 
by  the  permission  of  the  President. 

2.  No  pe'  son,  except  a  member  of  the  Council, 
shall  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  seat  of  any  mem- 
ber while  the  Council  is  in  session. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  City  Messenger  to 
see  that  no  person  or  persons  are  allowed  upon 
the  floor  of  the  Council  Chamber,  or  in  the  ante- 
rooms, on  the  easterly  side  of  the  same,  while  the 
Council  is  in  session  and  after  the  seats  provided 
for  spectators  have  been  occupied,  excepting 
members  of  the  City  Government  and  reporters. 

4.  The  Council  chamber  shall  be  used  for  meet- 
ings of  the  Council  only,  unless  by  the  vote  of  the 
Common  Council;  provided  that  during  the  sum- 
mer recess  the  President  may  allow  the  chamber 
to  be  used  for  public  purposes,  in  all  cases  report- 
ing his  action  to  the  Council  at  its  next  meeting. 

5.  The  ante-room  and  large  committee  room  on 
the  east  side  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules; 
except  that  the  President  may  allow  committee 
meetings  at  times  when  the  Council  is  not  in  ses- 
sion. 

6.  The  Clerk's  room  shall  be  assigned  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  for  occupancy  and 
use. 

7.  The  ante-room  between  the  Council  Cham- 
ber and  the  Clerk's  room  shall  be  used  during  the 
meetings  of  the  Council  to  give  access  to  the  seats 
on  the  floor,  and  such  other  purposes  as  the  Pres- 
ident may  direct;  provided  that  smoking  there 
shall  not  be  allowed  on  the  part  of  visitors. 

8.  The  large  room  assigned  to  the  use  of  the 
President  and  Council,  by  order  of  May  '27,1879, 
is  hereby  assigned  to  the  President  for  occupancy 
and  use. 

9.  The  general  care  and  supervision  of  these 
rooms  are  hereby  intrusted  to  the  City  Messenger, 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  President;  but  no 
expenditure  of  money  shall  be  made  except  by 
direct  vote  of  the  Common  Council. 

10.  All  bills  for  refreshments  or  carriage  hire 
incurred  by  the  Common  Council,  the  standing 
committees  of  the  Common  Council  not  having 
charge  of  any  appropriation,  or  individual  mem- 


bers of  the  Common  Council  while  engaged  in  the 
discharge  of  official  duty,  shall  give  the  names  of 
the  persons  incurring  the  same,  and  after  having 
been  approved  by  the  committee  or  certified  to 
by  the  members  who  incurred  the  same,  the 
President  of  the  Common  Council  is  authorized 
to  approve  the  same,  as  provided  for  in  the  an- 
nual appropriation  order  under  the  head  of  Con- 
tingent Fund  of  the  Common  Council;  and  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  is  authorized  to  allow  the 
same  for  payment;  provided,  that  no  bill  shall  be 
approved  by  the  President  unless  it  be  presented 
to  him  for  approval  before  the  end  of  the  month 
next  succeeding  that  within  which  the  expense 
covered  by  such  bill  was  incurred. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  he  had  any  objection  to  the  proposed  rules 
being  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  with 
instructions  to  report  at  the  next  meeting? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  arrive  at  that  in  one  mo- 
ment. Individually  I  am  going  to  make  one  propo 
sition.  On  the  last  page  you  will  perceive  are  the 
rules  marked  1  to  9,  which  are  the  rules  passed  by 
this  Council  in  regard  to  the  care  and  custody  of 
its  rooms.  The  first  three  are  the  rules  which 
now  stand  as-  Rules  26,  27  and  28.  As  we  have 
passed  four  or  five  other  orders  in  regard  to  the 
custody  of  the  rooms,  I  shall  make  a  motion  be 
fore  I  sit  down  to  transfer  Rules  26,  27  and  28  to 
the  end  of  the  arrangement,  so  that  they  shall  be 
printed  after  Rule  71,  and  in  connection  with  the 
six  rules  adopted  last  May.  I  should  move  to 
have  printed  in  that  place  Rule  10,  which  is  an 
annual  order  passed  this  year  in  regard  to  the 
duty  and  power  of  the  Auditor  and  President  in 
certifying  bills.  That  order  is  annually  passed  and 
every  n  ember  of  the  Council  ought  to  have  it  un- 
der his  eye.  I  can  say  that  the  lack  of  printing 
thpt  order  in  the  rules  has  been  a  stumbling  block 
to  me  the  past  year.  These  amendments  I  shall 
make  are  merely  matters  of  form  and  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  President  and  the  members.  In 
regard  to  the  other  changes,  I  shall  not  make  any 
proposition  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Joint 
Rules  or  the  Committee  on  Rules  of  the  Common 
Council.  They  have  refused  me  the  opportunity 
of  bringing  this  matter  before  the  Council.  They 
have  treated  me  in  the  same  way  in  regard  to  the 
joint  rules.  They  were  referred  to  that  commit- 
tee and  a  written  report  has  been  made,  and  the 
Council  cannot  understand  them.  Having  forced 
me  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  printing  these 
proposed  amendments  to  the  rules,  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  submit  any  bantling  of  mine  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  that  committee.  After  the  encour- 
agement I  have  thus  far  obtained  from  the 
committee,  I  shall  not  make  any  further 
motion.  I  have  pointed  out  the  defects  in  the 
rules  of  the  Council.  The  warning  exists,  and  it 
is  for  the  Council  to  take  such  action  as  they  see 
fit.  I  shall  not  propose  them  to  the  Council.  But 
if  anybody  ventures  to  attack  them  I  shall  be 
ready  to  defend  them.  I  shall  move  now  that 
Rules  26,  27  and  28  be  transferred  to  the  Rule 
after  71,  and  be  printed  in  connection  with  the 
rules  of  last  year,  and  that  the  annual  order  be 
printed  with  them. 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  transfer- 
ing  Rules  26,  27  and  28  to  come  after  Rule  71,  and 
in  that  case  the  order  passed  in  May  last  be 
printed,  and  also  the  rule  marked  on  the  paper 
as  No.  10,  so  that  those  rules  will  read,  as  appears 
upon  this  printed  programme,  from  No.  1  to  10 
inclusive. 

Mr.  Bailey — As  I  understand  from  me  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  we  have  no 
report  from  the  committee  upon  these  proposed 
amendments  to  the  rules,  I  cannot  see  how  we 
can  make  up  our  minds  intelligently  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  adopting  them.  I  should  like  to  have 
time  to  read  them  and  have  the  committee  report 
upon  them.  For  that  reason  I  would  move  that 
the  amendments  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules,  with  instructions  to  report  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  only  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  to  the  point  that 
the  amendments  I  have  offered  are  those  on  the 
last  page,  numbered  1  to  10,  ail  of  which  are  now 
in  print  and  have  been  adopted  at  various  times 
by  the  Council.  The  motion  I  make  is  to  place 
them  at  the  end  of  the  existing  rules.  I  propose 
no  change  in  the  rules  as  they  stand. 

Mr.  Bailey— You  don't  propose  those  amend- 
ments? 

Mr.  Whitmore— No,  sir.  I  only  asked  as  a  mat- 
ter of  convenience  that  the  rules  as  adopted  in 
January  be  printed  in  a  certain  form.    I  am  not 
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going  to  offer  any  amendments,  or  make  any  sug- 
gestions unless  they  are  attacked. 

Mr.  Bailey — Then  I  move  that  these  amend- 
ments be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Swift— I  rose  to  make  the  same  motion. 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  raise  the  point  that  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Whitmore  is  before  the  house. 

The  President  —  The  motion  to  refer  takes 
precedence. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  think  the  gentleman  is  con- 
fusing two  motions.  The  motion  I  made  was  that 
certain  portions  of  this  paper,  the  only  rules  I 
have  offered,  be  placed  in  a  certain  place  in  the 
printed  rules.  Now,  as  I  understand,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  has  very  kindly  offered  to 
adopt  the  rest  of  the  printed  document  himself, 
and  have  it  referred  to  the  committee.  There  is 
no  reason  why  these  ten  rules  which  are  in  print 
should  be  referred  to  the  committee.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter which  should  be  allowed  to  stand  on  its  own 
merits.  It  is  a  matter  of  mere  form.  If  anybody 
moves  to  adopt  the  other  amendments,  or  to  rer 
fer  them  to  anybody,  I  have  no  objection.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  send  them  to  the  committee. 
They  are  existing  rules,  and  it  is  only  a  question 
on  what  page  of  the  manual  they  shall  be  printed. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  ask  what 
the  matter  is  before  us.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man to  move  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  has 
made  a  motion  that  Rules  1  to  9  inclusive,  which 
are  now  a  part  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
Common  Council,  be  transposed  so  that  they 
shall  come  after  Rule  71;  also  that  Rule  10  be 
adopted  as  a  rule  of  the  Council,  to  come  after 
the  rule  he  has  referred  to.  The  Chair  under- 
stands Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  to  move  that  those 
Rules  1  to  10  inclusive  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Rules,  to  consider  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council.  Also  that  Mr.  Bailey 
moves  that  all  these  amendments  be  referred  to 
the  committee;  but  the  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 
must  come  as  a  separate  motion. 

Mr.  Bailey— Strictly  speaking,  my  motion  is  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  gpntleman 
from  Ward  12.  He  proposed  that  certain  rules  be 
adopted  or  changed.  I  moved  as  an  amendment 
that  all  these  amendments  to  the  rules  as  printed 
in  this  document  be  added  to  the  proposed 
changes,  and  the  whole  subject  be  referred  to  the 
committee,  to  report  at  the  next  meeting.  If  any- 
body desires  a  division,  they  will  be  entitled  to  it; 


but  it  seems  to  me  the  best  thing  will  be  to  refer 
the  whole  matter.  We  shall  have  all  the  speeches 
made  here  this  evening  for  and  against  the 
amendments,  and  we  shall  save  time  by  referring 
it. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  the  trouble 
with  the  matter  is  this — what  are  marked  here  as 
proposed  amendments  are  not  properly  before  the 
Council,  inasmuch  as  they  have  not  been  offered, 
with  the  exception  of  Rules  1  and  2,  and  therefore 
the  Chair  cannot  see  how  they  can  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Rules. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  offered  them  as  an  amendment  to 
the  gentleman's  motion. 

The  President — Then  the  Chair  understands 
that  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  that  the  rules 
from  1  to  9  inclusive  be  transferred  in 
position  so  as  to  come  after  Rule  71;  that 
Rule  No.  10  be  adopted  as  a  rule  of  the 
Council,  to  come  after  the  nine  preceding  rules. 
Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  offers  as  an  amendment  all 
contained  upon  the  first  two  pages  of  this  printed 
document,  anil  moves  they  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Now  that  the  gentleman  has 
stated  it  in  that  way,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  let 
it  go  to  the  committee  if  the  Council  chooses. 
The  gentleman  has  adopted  the  amendments  as 
nis  own  so  far  as  the  first  two  pages  are  con- 
cerned. 

The  whole  subject  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Rules  and  Orders,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting. 

PUBLIC   URINALS. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order — That 
the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  provide  a 
urinal  in  a  convenient  and  suitable  locality  in 
Ward  16. 

Mr.  Christal  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
Ward  8. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  include  Ward  14. 

Mr.  Maguire  accepted  both  amendments,  say- 
ing that  he  offered  the  order  at  the  request  of 
citizens  of  Ward  16. 

Mr.  Brintnall  said  there  was  much  need  for  one 
in  Ward  8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe,  the  order  was  referred 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
order  instructing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  as- 
certain the  rights  and  duties  of  the  Common 
Council  respecting  a  new  Court  House,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13. 
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Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding:. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Public  Weigher — Patrick  Hart.    Confirmed. 
Weigher  of  Coal   and  Measurer  of    Wood  and 
Bark — Frank  A.  Marston.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Cyrus  T. 
Bachelder,  to  be  paid  damages  for  injuries  to  his 
mother,  and  damages  to  his  carriage,  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  Nov.  2,  1879;  George  M.  King,  to  be 
compensated  for  the  loss  of  a  horse  Dee.  2i,  1879, 
on  Columbus  avenue;  George  M.  King,  to  be  paid 
for  the  loss  of  a  horse  on  Columbus  avenue  Jan. 
9,  1879;  Kate  Sullivan,  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  caused  by  the  defective  condition 
of  the  sidewalk,  62  and  64  Cambridge  street,  on 
Jan.  1,  1880;  Thomas  Canfield,  to  be  compensated 
for  personal  injuries  caused  to  his  team  by  the  de- 
fective condition  of  Benson  street  on  Jan.  10,  1880. 

To  the  Committee  to  Nominated  Superintendent 
of  Common  and  Public  Grounds.  Hermann  Grun- 
ciel,  for  the  appointment  of  Superintendent  of 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

/  o  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  George  F. 
Kendall,  agent,  for  leave  to  project  a  plain  lan- 
tern in  front  of  the  Fountain  House,  414  Tremont 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Propri- 
etors of  the  Social  Law  Library  for  their  annual 
appropriation  for  1879. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  W.  A..  Holland,  to  be  compensated  for 
land  taken  on  a  passageway  in  widening  Beach 
street  in  1874. 

To  the  Committee  on  Salaries.  William  H. 
Mcintosh  el  al.,  deputy  collectors  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  for  an  increase  or  salary. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Mrs  Percy  P.  Nichols,  new  wooden,  one 
horse,  on  Oriole  street,  corner  of  Nasbv  street, 
Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  James  Dow  et  al., 
that  Norfolk  street  be  graded  and  put  in  order; 
D.  D.  Kelly  et  al.,  that  portions  of  Sumner  street, 
Maverick  square,  etc.,  be  paved  with  small  gran- 
ite blocks;  O.  F.  Deshon  et  aZ.,  that  Washington 
street,  from  Walkhill  street  to  Dedham  line,  be 
gravelled,  etc.;  H.  A.  Wood  et  al.,  that  Burch 
street.  West  Roxbury,  be  graded;  Sewall  Day 
Cordage  Company,  for  crosswalks  on  Parker 
street;  J.  C.  Tucker,  for  edgestones  on  Mather 
street;  Eliza  A.  Hartford,  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  at  54  Gates  street,  South  Boston; 
J.  B.  and  Wm.  M.  Warren,  that  the  city  agree  with 
them  for  the  use  of  their  patent  method  of  laying 
pavement;  Susan  Farren,  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  at  75  Liverpool  street;  Thomas 
Groom  et  al.,  that  Humphrey  street  be  graded, 
and  put  in  order;  Martin  T.  Folan,  that  the  spe- 
cial laborers  of  the  Paving  Department  at  South 
Boston  be  put  at  work;  Union  Freight  Railroad 
Company,  for  leave  to  lay  down  a  track  on  Com- 
mercial street,  from  Atlantic  avenue  to  Rich- 
mond street;  H.  B.  Cross  et  al.,  that  Seaverns 
avenue  be  graded  and  gravelled;  Adolph  Braner 
et  al.,  that  Baker  street,  West  Roxbury,  be  put  in 
proper  condition  for  public  travel;  John  S.  Mc- 
intosh et  at.,  that  Lagrange  street,  West  Roxbury, 
be  graded  and  gravelled  from  Washington  street 
to  the  Newton  line;  William  Geraty,  that  he  be 
paid  for  grade  damages  on  Tremont  street; 
Thomas  M.  Fallon  et  al.,  that  Mt.  Hope  street  be 
graded  and  put  in  order;  Richard  Hickey  et  al., 
that  Back  street  be  graded  and  put  in  order;  J. 
H.  Skinner  et  al.,  that  Sagamore  street,  Dorches- 
ter, be  graded. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  (inexpedient)  to  make  certain  proposed 
amendments  to  the  joint  rules  and  orders.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Urder  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
an  act  forbidding  the  removal  of  the  Old  State 
House  without  a  vote  of  the  citizens.  Indefinitely 
postponed  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn. 


Acceptance  of  invitation  of  Post  26,  G.  A.  R.,  to 
attend  memorial  service  on  May  30,  next.  Con- 
curred. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  in 
favor  of  an  additional  appropriation  of  $118,133 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  schools,  and 
referring  said  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Report  of  the  organization  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  for  the  present  municipal  year.  Placed 
on  file. 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  to  consider  what  action  is  neces- 
sary to  preserve  the  ancient  burial  grounds  of 
this  city.    Concurred. 

An  order  to  provide  for  the  keeping  of  cross- 
walks of  public  streets  clear  of  snow,  etc.,  came 
up  referred  to  Committee  on  Health.    Concurred. 

An  order  to  provide  for  issue  of  heliotypes  of 
Lamb's  map  of  the  first  division  of  lands  in  the 
town  of  Boston.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library  in  concurrence,  to  report  next 
week. 

Order  for  Board  of  Health  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  proper  drainage  for  the 
cemetery  in  East  Boston.     Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  appointing  Messrs.  Bailey,  Hilton,  Brint- 
nall,  Austin  and  Doherty  (to  be  joined)  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  and  report  upon  the  necessity  of  a 
new  bridge  over  Charles  River,  between  Wards  7 
and  5.  Passed  in  concurrence,  ana  Aldermen 
Thorndike  and  Walbridge  were  joined. 

Order  for  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  report  to 
the  City  Council  the  condition  of  the  buildings 
burned  on  Federal  and  Devonshire  streets,  and  if 
the  building  laws  had  been  observed,  and  if  any 
changes  in"  such  laws  are  necessary.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  appointing  Messrs.  O'Dowd,  Greenough 
and  Christal  (to  be  joined)  a  committee  to  con- 
sider the  increase  of  laborers'  pay.  Passed  in 
concurrence,  and  Aldermen  Woolley  and  Caton 
were  joined. 

An  oi  der  to  provide  urinals  in  Wards  16,  8  and 
14  came  up  referred  to  Committee  on  Health. 
Concurred. 

The  orders  to  ascertain  the  number  of  miles  of 
streets  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore, 
the  cost  of  repairing  and  maintaining  the  same, 
and  how  much  of  the  expense  is  paid  by  abutters, 
and  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  performing  the  du- 
ties of  the  Health  Department  in  the  above  cities, 
came  up  amended,  so  that  such  information  shall 
be  obtained  by  correspondence  addressed  to  the 
proper  officials,  and  that  the  cost  contributed  by 
street  railway  companies  to  said  cities  be  also 
ascertained.    Concurred. 

CARE    OF    THE    PUBLIC    GROUNI>S. 

The  following  was  received: 

The  undersigned  proposes  to  do  all  the  work 
and  furnish  all  the  plants,  trees,  shrubs,  gravel, 
loam,  sodding,  and  other  material  necessary  for 
the  proper  care  of  the  Common  and  public 
grounds,  together  with  all  the  public  squares  be- 
longing to  the  city  of  Boston  and  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares, 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  for  the  sum  of  .f 30,000; 
said  work  to  be  done  and  material  furnished  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares.  Should  said  proposition  be  accept- 
ed, I  fully  further  agree  io  give  the  city  of  Boston 
a.  bond  satisfactory  with  satisfactory  sureties  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  said  work. 

John  Reardon,  46  Revere  street. 

Boston,  Jan.  9,  1880. 

The  Chairman — What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board  '? 

Alderman  Viles— I  believe  this  is  the  same  peti- 
tion that  came  in  last  year,  only  later  in  the  sea- 
son. I  don't  know  that  this  work  can  be  done  in 
this  way,  and  be  let  out,  but  it  seems  to  iee  that 
the  petition  is  worth  considering  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Squares  to  whom  I  think  ix. 
should  be  reieued.  Mr.  Reardon  is  a  practical 
gardener,  who  served  considerable  time  in  the  old 
country.  He  is  a  man  of  means  and  can  furnish 
any  bond  that  the  city  may  require.  I  move  that 
the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon, and  that  they  report  back  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common.    Sent  down. 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

The  annual  report  (City  Doc.  7)  of  the  Sealer  of 
Weights  and  Measures  was  received  and  sent 
down. 
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Expenditures $5,705.91 

Bafance 1,427.31 

Work  of  the  Department. 

Total   number  of  scales  tested   from   Jan.  1, 

1879,  to  Jan.  1,1880 7.9G5 

Total   number  of  weights  tested  from  Jan,  1, 

1879,  to  Jan.  1,1880 29,228 

Total  number  of  dry  measures  tested  from  Jan. 

1,  1879,  to  Jan.  1,  1880 3,054 

Totalnumber  of  wet  measures  tested  from  Jan. 

1,1879,  to  Jan.  1,  1880 4,974 

Total  number  of  vard-stieks  tested  from  Jan.  1, 

1879,  to  Jan.  1,  1880 440 

Total  number  of  charcoal  baskets  tested  from 

Jan.  1, 1879,  to  Jau.  1,  1880 27 

Total  number  of  salt  tubs  tested  from  Jan.  1, 

1879,  to  Jan.  1,1880 2 

The  sealer  is  required  by  law  to  visit,  once  in 
each  year,  all  hay,  coal,  dormant,  or  other  plat- 
form scales,  that  cannot  be  easily  removed,  and 
test  them.  In  compliance  with  this  requirement, 
a  part  of  the  appropriation  has  been  expended  in 
hiring  a  horse,  wagon  and  man  to  transport  the 
weights,  tools,  etc.,  used  in  testing  said  scales. 
The  amount  expended  for  this  purpose  from 

May  1, 1879,  to  Jan.  1,  1880,  was 8373.50 

The  amount  of  work  performed    is    as  follows, 

and  is  included  in  the  foregoing  account  of  the 

operations  of  this  department: 

Number  of  scales,  5000  pounds'  to  80  tons'capaci- 
ty,  tested 454 

Number  of  dormants,  less  than  5000  pounds'  ca- 
pacity, tested 417 

Number  of  platforms  tested 1,052 

"  beams  and  balances  tested 22 

"  public  weighers' scales  tested 4 

Total  number  of  scales  tested 1,949 

Number  of  scales  tested  and  found  correct 1,713 

*'  "  "  "    adjusted 10G 

"  "  "  "    tagged   for    repairs 

and  use  forbidden 130 

Number  of  weights  tested  and  found  correct 7,788 

"  "  "  "       "       light,     and 

adjusted 487 

Number  of  weights  tested  and  found  heavy,  and 
adjusted 260 

Total  number  of  weights  tested 8,535 

Total  number  of  scales  tested  while  using  team.  .1,949 
"  "         "  weights    "  "  "       "     ..8,535 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
City  Council  to  the  law  under  which  this  depart- 
ment is  operated,  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out 
some  defects,  which,  in  my  opinion,  exist  therein, 
and  to  present  such  recommendations  as  I  believe 
to  be  necessary  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  this 
department. 

Section  1  of  chapter  123  of  the  acts  of  187G  pro- 
vides that,  "The  sealers  of  weights  and  measures 
in  the  several  cities  and  towns  shall  annually  give 
public  notice  by  advertisement,  or  by  public  no- 
tice in  one  or  mbre  public  places,  in  their  respec- 
tive cities  or  towns,  to  all  inhabitants,  or  persons 
having  a  usual  place  of  business  therein,  who  use 
scales,  weights  and  measures,  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  or  selling  any  goods,  wares,  merchandise, 
or  other  commodities,  or  lor  public  weighing,  to 
bring  in  their  scales,  weights  and  measures,  to  be 
adjusted  and  sealed." 

It  will  be  seen  that  under  this  section  of  the 
statute  there  is  no  way  of  obliging  any  person 
who  uses  scales,  weights  and  measures,  in  buying 
or  selling,  to  bring  them  to  the  office  to  be  ad 
justed  and  sealed.  Although  the  statute  provides 
that  all  persons  who  use  scales,  etc.,  shall  be  noti- 
fied to  bring  them  in  to  the  sealer  to  have  them 
sealed;  yet  in  case  of  a  failure  to  comply  with  the 
said  notice  no  penalty  is  provided  which  can  be 
imposed  upon  the  person  so  neglecting,  and  con- 
sequently the  law  has  practically  no  effect  in  ac- 
complishing the  end  for  which  it  was  enacted.  In 
order  to  remedy  this  deficiency,  and  to  provide 
means  by  which  the  scales,  etc.,  belonging  to  such 
persons  as  have  failed  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ment of  the  statute  may  be  tested  and  sealed,  sec- 
tion 2  of  the  same  law  provides  that,  "At  any  time 
after  said  notice,  the  said  sealers  of  weights  and 
measures  shall  go  to  the  houses,  stores  and  shops 
of  persons  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section, 
who  have  neglected  to  comply  with  the  notice 
given  thereunder,  and  having  entered  the  same, 
with  the  consent  of  the  occupants  thereof,  shall 
adjust  and  seal  their  scales,  weights  and  meas- 
ures." 

In  this  section  of  the  statute  the  duty  of  the 
sealer  is  clearly  defined:  he  shall  go  to  the  houses, 
stores  and  shops  of  all  persons  who  have  failed  to 
comply  with  his  notice,  and  shall  adjust  and  seal 
their  scales,  weights  and  measures.    This  provi- 


sion of  the  statute,  it  would  seem,  has  been  over- 
looked by  the  City  Council  during  the  past  five 
years;  or,  if  not  overlooked,  no  adequate  means 
have  been  provided  by  which  the  sealer  would  be 
enabled  to  perform  this  duty,  whicli  is  required 
of  him  by  the  law.  In  consequence  of  this  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  to  provide  means 
for  a  proper  and  efficient  performance  of  the 
duties  connected  with  this  department,  the  sys- 
tem of  sending  personal  notices  to  such  persons 
as  are  referred  to  by  the  statute  has  been  adopted. 
This  method  has  largely  increased  the  work  of 
the  office,  as  will  be  seen  by  an  examination  of 
the  report  of  the  work  of  the  department,  herein 
submitted;  and  yet,  although  the  work  in  this 
office  is  very  much  larger  than  in  former  years,  a 
careful  estimate  of  the  number  of  scales  in  use  in 
this  city  induces  me  to  believe  that  at  least  half 
of  the  scales,  weights  and  measures  in  use  in  Bos- 
ton have  not  been  tested  at  this  office.  The  hon- 
est, well-meaning  and  reputable  dealers  hasten  to 
comply  with  the  law,  which  requires  them  to  have 
their  scales  and  measures  sealed,  and  have  re- 
sponded in  large  numbers  to  the  notices  which 
have  been  sent  to  them  by  this  office,  and  it  af- 
fords me  great  pleasure,  in  presenting  this  report, 
to  be  able  to  testify  to  the  honesty  and  good  in- 
tentions of  so  large  a  number  of  the  people  who 
do  business  in  this  city.  As  the  law,  however. 
applies  to  all  persons  who  use  scales,  weights  and 
measures,  it  is  manifestly  unjust  to  watch  the 
honest  and  reputable  dealers,  who  require  nothing 
of  the  kind,  and  allow  so  large  anumberof  others, 
either  through  ignorance  of  the  law,  indifference 
for  its  requirements,  or  a  desire  to  use  scales 
and  measures  which  have  been  tampered  with,  or 
which  they  know  are  wrong,  to  escape  the  scrutiny 
of  this  department. 

The  importance  of  this  matter  will  be  seen  by  a 
reference  to  the  work  of  this  office,  where  it  will 
be  seen  that,  of  the  scales  tested  and  sealed, 
which  were  owned  in  most  cases  by  the  larger 
and  more  reputable  dealers,  nearly  twenty-five 
per  cent,  were  wrong,  and  that  the  same  propor- 
tion of  weights  tested,  viz.,  twenty-five  per  cent., 
were  either  adjusted  or  condemned.  Such  being 
the  condition  of  the  scales  owned  by  the  better 
class  of  dealers,  who,  have  their  scales  sealed 
every  year,  I  will  leave  to  be  inferred  the  con- 
dition of  those  scales  and  weights  which  are  used 
by  those  persons  who.  year  after  year,  treat  the 
notices  from  this  office,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
law  under  which  they  are  sent,  with  contempt. 
Now,  as  I  believe  the  duty  of  government  is  to 
protect  its  citizens,  and  as  I  believe  that  care 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  poor  and  confiding 
from  being  defrauded  by  such  persons  as  are  dis- 
posed to  use  dishonest  weights  and  measures,  I 
submit  that  some  provision  should  be  made 
whereby  all  such  persons  could  be  reached,  and 
made  to  comply  with  the  law.  In  order  that  such 
a  result  may  be  attained,  I  would  respectfully 
submit  the  following  recommendations: 

1.  That  the  City  Council  secure  an  amendment 
to  the  law  relating  to  the  sealing  of  weights  and 
measures,  which  shall  oblige  all  persons  who  use 
scales,  weights  and  measures  to  bring  them  to  the 
office  of  the  sealer  to  have  them  tester!  and  sealed, 
or  in  case  of  a  failure  to  do  'so,  to  be  liable  to  a 
penalty,  to  be  mentioned  in  the  statute;  all  such 
persons  to  be  indicted  upon  complaint,  to  be  made 
by  the  sealer. 

2.  That  the  City  Council  make  such  provision 
as  will  enable  the  sealer,  or  his  deputies,  to  visit 
the  places  of  business  of  all  persons  who  use 
weights  and  measures,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  tested  and  sealed. 

I  desire  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  City 
Council  to  that  part  of  the  law  relating  to  the 
sealing  of  weights  and  measures,  which  requires 
that  scales,  etc.,  shall  be  sealed  once  in  each  year. 
I  have  no  positive  knowledge  that  any  scales, 
weights  or  measures  have  been  altered  after  they 
have  been  sealed,  and  yet  my  suspicions  have 
been  aroused  many  times  that  such  has  been  the 
case.  In  order  to  provide  a  check  against  such  a 
possibility,  and  to  furnish  a  means  of  detecting 
the  fraud  in  case  any  person  should  tamper  with 
or  alter  his  scales  and  weights  after  the  same  had 
been  sealed,  I  would  recommend  the  propriety  of 
authorizing  the  sealer,  or  his  deputy,  to  visit  the 
places  of  business  of  all  persons  who  use  scales, 
etc.,  in  buying  or  selling,  to  test  the  same  when- 
ever they  may  deem  it  necessary.  Such  a  change 
in  the  statute  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  desirable 
one;  it  would  be  productive  of  a  great  deal  of 
good,  and  furnish  a  wholesome  check  against,  and 
a  means  of  detecting  dishonesty  on  the  part  of 
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any  person  who  might  be  disposed  to  use  unfair 
and  illegal  weights  and  measures. 

I  would  also  recommend  the  propriety  of  requir- 
ing the  sealer  to  give  a  certificate  to  all  persons 
who  have  their  scales,  etc.,  sealed  by  him,  the  cer- 
tificate to  specify  the  number  and  kind  of  articles 
which  have  been  tested  and  sealed,  and  to  be 
placed  in  some  prominent  position  in  the  place 
of  business  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  given; 
the  form  of  the  certificate  to  be  such  as  would  be 
adopted  by  the  Committee  en  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures. 

This  course  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  the  effect 
of  inducing  the  dealers  to  have  their  weights  and 
measures  sealed,  as  the  trading  public  would  nat- 
urally go  to  only  such  persons  as  had  complied 
with  "the  requirements  of  the  law. 

SUPPLY    PIPES    AND    CASTINGS    FOR    THE    WATER 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  I 
Jan.  19, 1880.  ) 
To  the  CV.y  Council:  Gentlemen — The  Boston 
Water  Board  having  determined  the  quantities 
of  water  pipes  and  special  castings  which  it  will 
be  necessary  to  purchase  during  the  present  year 
for  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  departments  of  the 
works,  respectfully  ask  for  authority  to  contract 
for  the  same;  to  be  paid  for  after  the  1st  of  May 
next  out  of  the  appropriations  to  be  made  for  the 
financial  year  1880-81.  The  quantities  required, 
as  estimated  by  the  City  Engineer,  are — For  the 
Cochituate  works,  1075  tons  of  pipe  and  20  tons  of 
special  castings;  and  for  the  Mystic  works,  210 
tons  of  pipe  and  10  tons  of  special  "castings. 

Boston  Water  Board, 
by  Leonard  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 
Beferred    to    the  Joint  Committee  on   Water. 
Sent  down. 

charlestown  almshouse. 
Alderman  Tiles  presented  the  following: 
Office  of  the 
Directors  for  Public 


Institutions,  \ 
Jan.  19, 1880.     ) 


To  the  Honorabte  City  Council  of  Boston :  Gen- 
tlemen— The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions respectfully  represent  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  almshouse  building  in  the  Charlestown 
District,  that  if  it  is  to  be  retained  for  its  present 
uses  a  considerable  outlay  will  be  required  to  ren- 
der it  suitable  for  its  inmates.  The  main  build- 
ing was  erected  in  1849,  and,  although  well-pre- 
served, is  in  several  important  respects  deficient 
in  conveniences  and  requirements  necessary  to 
the  proper  care  of  the  inmates,  according  to  the 
standard  of  the  present  day.  The  building  re- 
quires thorough  overhauling;  the  system  of  heat- 
ing should  be  entirely  changed,  and  other  repairs 
are  needed  which  will  involve  considerable  ex- 
penditure. The  location  of  the  building  is  objec- 
tionable, and  its  surroundings  are  such  as  to 
render  it,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  unsuitable 
for  almshouse  purposes.  Even  if  the  necessary 
repairs  were  made.  In  view  of  these  facts,  the 
Board  of  Directors,  after  careful  consideration  of 
the  subject,  are  convinced  that  the  wisest  course 
is  to  discontinue  this  almshouse  as  a  separate  in- 
stitution. There  are  now  eighty-six  inmates  at 
this  place,  forty-three  of  each  sex.  There  is  am- 
ple room  at  Rainsford  Island  for  the  males,  and 
the  completion  of  the  new  building  at  the  Austin 
Farm  affords  convenient  and  comfortable  accom- 
modations for  the  females.  It  is  believed  that  the 
transfer  of  the  inmates  from  Charlestown  to  these 
institutions  will  prove  to  be  an  economical  and 
prudent  measure;  and  the  Board  of  Directors 
hereby  respectfully  request  the  City  Council  for 
authority  to  remove  the  inmates  now  at  the 
Charlestown  to  Rainsford  Island  and  Austin 
Farm,  and  discontinue  the  almshouse  in  the 
Charlestown  district.    Respectfully, 

Samuel  Little, 
President  of   the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions.   Sent  down. 

various  reports   of   city  officers. 

Superintendent  of  Congress-street  Bridge.  Re- 
port for  the  year  1879,  that  16,152  vessels  passed 
through  the  draw  in  that  year.    Sent  down. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters.  Report 
for  quarter  ending  Dec.  31, 1879—111  vessels  were 
inspected,  with  cargoes  amounting  to  7475  tons. 
Fees  received,  $373.75;  expenses,  $12.80;  divided 
by  the  incumbents,  $360.95.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 


Stipcrintendent  of  A'orth  Scales.  Report  for 
quarter  ending  Dec.  31,  1879— Receipts  for  Octo- 
ber, $244.15;  November,  $197.15;  December,  $218.87. 
Expenses  for  October,  $9.83;  For  November,  $6.82; 
for  December,  $5.94.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

street  damages. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  laying  out  streets,  as  follows : 

Lizzie  Ann  Percy,  $735.67,  laying  out  Anawan 
avenue;  Sarah  E.  Willis,  $139.50,  relocation  of 
Washington  street,  at  Brighton,  from  Cambridge 
to  Market  street;  Daniel  Osborne,  $604.25,  do.; 
heirs  of  William  Warren,  $289,  do.;  Caroline  D. 
Apollonio,  $26.50,  relocation  of  Warren  street, 
near  Blue  Hill  avenue.    Severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  this  Board  of  Oct.  6, 
1879,  to  pay  Francis  Raynes  the  sum  of  eighty- 
eight  hundred  dollars,  for  damages  to  his  estate 
on  Commercial  street,  upon  certain  conditions, 
be,  and  the  same  herebyis,  so  far  modified  that  the 
City  Solicitor  be  authorized  to  receive  from  said 
Raynes  a  release  of  all  Iris  right,  title  and  inter- 
est in  so  much  of  the  estate  taken  from  him  as 
lies  within  the  limits  of  Luther  place,  so  called. 

Alderman  Flynn— In  looking  at  the  title  to  this 
estate  it  was  found  that  a  part  of  the  estate  was 
in  a  passageway  which  this  man  could  not  give  a 
warranty  deed  for.  The  matter  has  been  before 
the  City  Solicitor,  and  he  is  satisfied  with  that 
modification  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 

commonwealth  avenue. 
Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  be,  and 
they  are,  hereby  authorized  to  contract  for  filling 
all  or  any  part  of  Commonwealth  avenue  exten- 
sion, whenever  the  owners  of  lauds  abutting  on 
said  extension  shall  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
the  city  for  the  simultaneous  filling  of  their  lands, 
within  the  bounds  of  Beacon  street,  West  Chester 
park  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad;  said 
agreement  and  all  contracts  for  such  filling  of 
Commonwealth  avenue  extension  to  be  approved 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  City  Solicitor,  the 
expense  of  such  filling  to  be  charged  to  the  loan 
for  filling  Commonwealth  avenue  extension. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

SALES  BY  MINORS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  all  licenses  granted  to  minors  for 
the  pursuit  of  any  vocation,  or  for  the  sale  of  any 
fruits  or  provisions  whatever,  live  animals, 
brooms,  agricultural  implements,  fuel,  newspa- 
pers, books  or  pamphlets,  agricultural  products 
of  the  United  States,  the  products  of  "his  own 
labor  or  any  labor  of  his  own  family,  for  which 
licenses  are  by  law  required  to  be  granted  by  this 
Board,  shall  be  granted  upon  the  following  terms 
and  conditions,  which  shall  be  inserted  in  the  cer- 
tificate, with  such  other  conditions  and  regula- 
tions as  this  Board  may  deem  expedient,  viz. : 

1.  No  minor  shall  be  licensed  as  a  hawker  or 
pedler,  or  as  a  bootblack,  in  this  city,  except  upon 
application  of  his  parent,  guardian  or  next  Iriend. 

2.  Every  minor  so  licensed  shall  attend  some 
school,  approved  by  the  School  Committee,  each 
day  during  the  school  year. 

3.  All  licenses  shall  specify  the  articles  to  be 
sold,  or  the  business  to  be  pursued,  and  the 
licenses  issued  to  bootblacks  shall  contain  the 
places  assigned  therefor. 

4.  Each  minor  licensed  by  tne  Board  of  Alder- 
men shall,  at  all  times  while  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness for  which  he  is  licensed,  wear,  conspicuously 
in  sight,  a  badge  with  the  word  "Licensed"  and 
the  number  of  his  license  thereon;  a  neglect  so 
to  do  shall  be  a  sufficient  cause  for  a  revocation  of 
said  license. 

5.  No  minor  so  licensed  shall  sell  any  articles, 
or  pursue  any  business  for  which  he  may  be  li- 
censed, at  any  other  place  than  that  mentioned  in 
his  license. 

6.  Minors  so  licensed  shall  not  congregate  to- 
gether, make  any  unnecessary  noise,  or  in  any 
other  way  disturb   or  annoy  persons  as  they  pass. 

7.  Ail  licenses  shall  be  granted  for  a  definite 
period,  and  all  licenses  which  are  not  for  a  shorter 
period  shall  terminate  on  the  first  Monday  of 
January  in  each  successive  year,  and  all  licenses 
which  are  not  expressed  for  a  shorter  period  shall 
extend  to  the  close  of  the  municipal  year. 

8.  Each  minor  so  licensed  shall  exhibit  his  li- 
cense to  any  officer   of   the   city  for   inspection, 
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when  required  so  to  do,  and  the  same  shall  not  lie 
transferred,  exchanged,  borrowed  or  lent,  nor 
shall  he  employ,  or  furnish  with  papers  to  sell, 
any  unlicensed  minor,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of 
said  license. 

9.  Stands  for  the  purpose  of  blacking  boots 
and  shoes  may  be  located  in  such  places  as  shall 
not  interfere  with  the  convenience  of  the  public, 
and  they  shall  be  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  the  Truant  Officer  in  whose  district  such 
stands  may  be  located,  and  the  said  officer  shall 
be  responsible  for  the  good  order  and  discipline 
of  the  occupants. 

10.  Truant  officers  may  designate  and  establish 
such  number  of  stands  for  bootblacKS  within 
their  several  districts  as,  in  their  judgment,  the 
public  good  may  require,  and  no  more  than  one 
licensed  minor  shall  occupy  any  such  stand;  and 
any  such  minor  who  allows  idle  persons  to  assem- 
ble around  him  at  such  stand  shall  have  his  per- 
mit annulled. 

11.  The  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  State,  the 
ordinances  of  the  city,  or  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions herein  described,  shall  operate  as  a  forfeit- 
ure of  this  license. 

The  order  was  passed. 

TREES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board, 
on  petition  of  Atherton  T.  Brown,  for  the  re- 
moval of  three  trees  from  Jit.  Pleasant  avenue, 
near  Fairland  street— That  the  petitioner  be  al- 
lowed to  remove,  at  his  expense,  two  of  the  trees 
mentioned,  being  the  two  nearer  Fairland  street. 
Accepted. 

ELECTIONS. 

Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital.  A  report  came 
down  nominating  Alderman  Joseph  A.  Tucker 
and  Councilmen  John  P.  Hilton  and  George  H. 
Wyman  for  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence.  On  motion  of  Alderman 
Viles,  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election.  Com- 
mittee— Aldermen  Viles  and  Woolley. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Joseph  A.  Tucker  had 11 

John  P.  Hilton 12 

George  H.  Wyman 12 

Messrs.  Tucker,  Hilton  and  Wyman  were  elect- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Certificate  sent 
down. 

Managers  of  the  Old  South  Association.  A  re- 
port came  down  nominating,  with  certificate  of 
the  election  of,  Hugh  0"Bnen  and  Harvey  N. 
Shepard  as  Managers  of  the  Old  South  Associa- 
tion. The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence, 
and,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  Board 
proceeded  to  an  election.  Committee,  Aldermen 
Breck  and  Flynn.  Mr.  O'Brien  had  11  votes  and 
Mr.  Shepard  12,  and  they  were  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

Trustees  of  the  Public  Library.  Alderman 
Tucker  submitted  a  report  nominating-  Alderman 
Hugh  O'Brien  and  Councilman  Charles  E.Pratt 
for  trustees  of  the  Public  Library.  Accepted, 
and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election.  Committee — Aldermen 
Slade,  Breck.  Alderman  O'Brien  received  11  votes 
and  Mr.  Pratt  12,  and  they  were  declared  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Board.    Sent  down. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  Alderman 
Bell  submitted  a  report  nominating  Alderman 
Clinton  Viles  and  Councilmen  Edwin  Sibley  and 
John  Taylor  for  directors  for  public  institutions. 
Alderman  Flynn  submitted  a  minority  report  rec- 
ommending the  election  of  Councilman  Paul  H. 
Kendricken  in  place  of  Mr.  Taylor.  Accepted, 
and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election.  Committee— Aldermen 
Flynn,  Tucker. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  tor  a  choice 7 

Clinton  Viles 11 

Edwin  Sibley 9 

John  Taylor 6 

Paul  H.  Kendricken 9 

Messrs.Viles,  Sibley  and  Kendricken  were  elect- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Board.    Sent  down. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Alderman 
Thorndike  submitted  a  report  nominating  Alder- 
man C.  H.  B.  Breck  and  Councilmen  Benjamin 
Brintnall  and  Martin  M.  Hancock  for  Directors 
for  East  Boston  Ferries.  Accepted,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Tucker  the  Board  proceeded  to 
an  election.  Committee — Aldermen  Whitten  and 
Thorndike.  Alderman  Breck  received  11  votes, 
and  Councilmen  Brintnall  and  Hancock  12  each, 


and  they  were  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
Sent  down. 

DRUGGIST'S    MORTAR. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  on  petition  of  George 
Burwell,  for  leave  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar 
at  83  Charter  street,  that  leave  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions.    Accepted. 

CITY  SCJRVEYOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Aldei-man  Bell  offered  an  order— That  the  City 
Surveyor  be  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Surveyor's  De- 
partment, to  make  such  purchases  of  supplies,  in- 
struments, drawing  materials,  and  to  incur  such 
other  expenses  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  de- 
partment during  the*  present  municipal  year. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

HEARSES  TO   GO   OVER  THE  FERRIES   FREE. 

Alderman  Bell  offered  an  order  that  the  Direc- 
tors of  East  Boston  Ferries  permit  the  passage  of 
a  funeral  hearse  upon  the  boats  of  said  ferries 
free  of  toll.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

PAYING  REPORTS  AM)  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving : 

Order,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  number  and  renumber  any  street, 
court  or  place,  within  the  city  limits,  whenever  in 
the  opinion  of  said  committee  the  public  conven- 
ience will  be  promoted  thereby.   Passed. 

Order,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  grant  permits  to  open  the  streets  in 
accordance  with  the  11th  and  12th  sections  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1876,  relating  to  streets. 
Passed. 

Order,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  lay  cross  walks  and  pave  gutters  on 
the  public  streets  of  the  city  when  deemed  ex- 
pedient by  the  Committee  on  Paving.    Passed. 

Order,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  sidewalks 
on  any  portions  of  the  public  streets  where  the 
abutters  agree  in  writing  to  pay  one-half  the  cost 
thereof.    Passed.  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  erect  fences  in  front  of  vacant  lots 
on  public  streets  where  the  public  safety  requires 
the  same.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
be  authorized  to  contract  from  time  to  time  for 
the  purchase  and  sale  and  exchange  of  horses, 
the  supplies  of  hay,  grain,  paving  stones,  gravel 
and  other  materials,  required  for  the  operations 
of  the  Paving  Department  during  the  present  mu-- 
nicipal  year.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  H.  and  Francis  C.  Hersey 
S322  in  full  compensation  for  expenses  incurred 
in  repairing  damage  done  to  their  machine  shop 
on  E  street  and  Dove  street,  South  Boston,  by 
the  raising  of  the  grades  of  said  streets  by  the 
city,  and  for  building  a  bulkhead  to  protect  their 
building  against  the  filling  of  said  streets;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Pav- 
ing.   Passed. 

Order  for  a  permit  to  Stearns  &  George  to  erect 
telegraph  posts  on  Eastern  avenue  and  A  stieet, 
from  Congress-street  Bridge  to  First  street,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  and  that  the  Fire  Department 
have  the  right  to  place  the  fire-alarm  telegraph 
wires  on  said  posts.    Passed. 

Order  granting  permission  to  Barnes  &  Dunklee 
to  erect  two  lamp-posts  in  the  sidewalk  on  Boyl- 
ston  street  in  front  of  the  main  entrance  to  the 
Hotel  Brunswick,  upon  condition  that  said  par- 
ties shall  remove  said  posts  when  ordered  so  to  do 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.    Passed. 

Order  empowering  and  directing  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  to  remove  without  delay  all 
structures  and  things  which  may  hereafter  be 
built  into  or  upon  the  sidewalks  of  public  ways  in 
this  city,  so  as  to  hinder,  encumber  or  endanger 
persons  travelling  thereon,  or  which  obstruct  or 
encumber  the  way.    Passed. 

COMMITTEE  ON  COUNTY  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Breck— I  see  by  the  list  that  I  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  County  Buildings  and  Faneuil  Hall.  I  un- 
derstand that  there  was  no  authority  for  the  for- 
mation of  such  a  committee.  It  was  not  under- 
stood by  the  Mayor  at  the  time.    He  understood 
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from  what  his  clerk  had  told  him  that  there  was 
to  be  such  a  committee,  but  it  seems  that  all  the 
business  such  a  committee  would  be  required  to 
transact  comes  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  this  Board.  I  therefore 
respectfully  resign  from  that  committee. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  think  the  better  way  would 
be  to  strike  out  the  ruie  which  makes  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall  and  County  Buildings 
consist  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  or  the  other  members  of  that  com- 
mittee might  consider  that  they  ought  to  do  the 
same  as  the  Alderman  had  done.  Unless  the  rule 
is  amended  or  stricken  out,  of  course  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  other  members  of  the  committee 
to  resign.  Having  been  appointed,  on  that  com- 
mittee, f  should  wish  to  resign  unless  the  rule  is 
stricken  out. 

Alderman  Breck— I  had  learned  that  the  Mayor 
had  found  out  there  was  a  mistake  in  appointing 
the  committee,  and  I  supposed  I  could  do  no  less 
than  resign,  as  there  was  no  use  for  the  commit- 
tee. I  supposed  all  the  other  members  of  the 
committee  would  do  so. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  suppose  I  must  do  the 
same  thing.  The  first  intimation  I  had  of  it  was 
when  I  came  into  the  room  this  afternoon,  and 
that  it  was  not  a  legally  appointed  committee. 
I  was  told  the  committee  had  no  right  to  exist, 
and  therefore  f  resign. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  ask  to  be  excused  from  serv 
ing  on  the  committee. 

All  the  members  appointed  on  said  committee 
were  excused  from  serving. 

The  Chairman  appointed  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  of  this  Board 
members  of  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings, 
in  accordance  with  the  rule. 

CITY  ENGINEER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Engineer  be  authorized,with  the  approval  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Engineer's  De- 
partment, to  make  such  purchases  of  supplies,  in- 
struments and  drawing  materials,  and  to  incur 
such  other  expenses,  as  may  be  necessary  for  that 
department  during  the  present  municipal  year. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

public  la:mds. 

Alderman  Thorndike  offered  an  order— That  all 
unsettled  claims  or  other  unfinished  business  re- 
lating to  the  Church-street,  Suffolk-street  or 
Northampton-street  districts  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with  the  same  pow- 
ers in  relation  thereto  that  the  committee  now 
have  in  other  matters.  Passed.  Sent  down. 
ordinances. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order — That  in  ad- 
dition to  the  amount  heretofore  allowed,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  be  authorized  to  expend  the 
sum  of  $350.00  for  printing  City  Document  119  of 
1879;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings : 
Ordered,   That  the   Superintendent  of   Public 


Buildings,  under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  be  authorized 
to  supply  the  necessary  furniture  and  cause  to  be 
made  such  repairs  and  cleaning  as  may  be  nec- 
essarily needed  in  the  several  high,  grammar  and 
primary  schoolhouses;  the  expense  thereof  to 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  School- 
houses,  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  be  authorized 
to  supply  the  necessary  furniture  and  cause  such 
repairs  to  be  made,  and  cleaning  as  may  be  need- 
ed, upon  the  police  stations  and  engine  houses,  to- 
gether with  other  public  buildings  as  are  not 
made  by  the  respective  departments  using  the 
same;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Buildings. 

Severally  passed.    Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  to  occupy  stables  by  Thomas  Brogie, 
on  Tremont  street,  near  Oak  square,  Ward  25, 
and  Thomas  M.  Stevens,  on  Spring  street,  "Ward 
23.    Severally  accepted. 

NEW    COURT    HOUSE. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order  —  That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
General  Court  that  authority  be  granted  the  City 
Council  to  take  land  for  court  houses.    Passed. 

ANTE-ROOM  OF  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  this  Board, 
Jan.  12,  in  relation  to  the  ante-room  of  this  cham- 
ber be  rescinded  and  the  following  be  substi 
tuted : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  allow  no  person  or  persons  in 
side  the  rail  or  in  the  ante-room  of  the  alder- 
manic  chamber  while  the  Board  is  not  in  session, 
excepting  members  of  the  City  Government,  re- 
porters, or  persons  on  official  business,  unless  in- 
vited by  members  of  the  City  Government. 

Alderman  Viles— That  order  rescinds  the  order 
passed  by  this  Board  last  Monday.  In  a  certain 
sense  that  was  more  strict,  if  carried  out,  than  the 
committee  wish  to  have  it.  Therefore  they  ask 
that  the  former  order  be  rescinded  and  this  take 
its  place,  and  it  wiil  answer  all  the  purposes  re- 
quired. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  vote  by  which 
the  above  order  was  passed  was  reconsidered,  and 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  order  was 
amended  by  substituting  "Board  of  Aldermen" 
for  "City  Government'?  in  the  last  line,  and  as 
amended  was  passed. 

PETITION  FOR  REMOVAL  OF  A  TELEGRAPH  POLE. 

Alderman  "Walbridge  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Mechanics'  National  Bank  for  the  removal  of 
a  telegraph  post  from  Dorchester  avenue,  at  their 
building.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker. 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY   2-3,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Directors  of  Ferries  to  permit 
funeral  hearses  to  pass  over  the  ferries  tree  of 
tolls.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  the  expenditure  of  8350  addition- 
al for  printing  City  Doc.  No.  119, 1879.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  all  unfinished  Business  relating  to  the 
Church  and  Northampton  street  districts.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  supply  furniture  for  public  buildings, 
and  to  make  necessary  repairs  on,  and  cause  to  be 
kept  in  order,  the  City  Hall  and  the  police  stations 
and  engine  houses.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  supply  furniture  for  and  cause  to  be 
repaired  and  cleansed  the  several  school  buildings. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  purchase  supplies,  instruments,  draw- 
ing materials,  aid  to  incur  other  necessary  ex- 
penses for  the  City  Engineer's  Department.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  make  like  purchases  and  incur  like  ex- 
penses for  the  City  Surveyor's  Department.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  contract  for  filling  all  or  part  of  Com- 
monwealth avenue  extension,  when  the  owners  of 
land,  abutting  on  the  extension,  shall  agree  to 
the  simultaneous  filling  of  the  lands  within  the 
bounds  of  Beacon  street,  West  Chester  park  and 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad.  Ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Reports  nominating  and  certificates  of  the  elec- 
tion of  the  following-named  officers: 

1.  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library — Alderman 
Hugh  O'Brien  and  Common  Councilman  Charles 
E.  Pratt. 

2.  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries— Alderman 
C.  H.  B.  Breck  and  Common  Councilmen  Benja- 
min Brintnall  and  Martin  M.  Hancock. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence.  Elections 
laid  over. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  A  report 
came  down  nominating  Alderman  Clinton  Viles 
and  Common  Councilmen  Edwin  Sibley  and  John 
Taylor  as  Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  Ap- 
pended to  said  report  is  a  minority  report  recom- 
mending the  election  of  Common  Councilman 
Paul  H.  Kendricken  in  place  of  Mr.  Taylor. 

There  also  came  down  a  certificate  of  the  elec- 
tion, as  such  directors,  of  said  Viles,  Sibley,  and 
Kendricken. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule,  that  the  Council  mighc  proceed  to  an  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  asked  if  there  was  any 
more  reason  for  suspending  the  rule  in  this  case 
than  in  the  others. 

Mr.  Bailey  said  there  was  no  special  reason.  He 
would  as  leave  move  to  suspend  the  rule  in  the 
other  cases  as  in  this.  He  remembered  at  the  last 
meeting  the  rule  was  suspended  as  soon  as  the 
committee  reported,  and  the  Council  proceeded 
to  an  election.  He  asked  what  objection  there 
was  to  suspending  the  rule  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  he  thought  it  better  not  to 
suspend  the  rule,  and  that  members  should  have 
more  time  to  examine  the  question.  The  election 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  hardly  given  the 
members  time  to  think  about  the  matter. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended.  Mr.  Devlin 
of  Ward  13  doubted  the  vote.  The  Council  was 
divided— 34  for,  27  against— and  the  rule  was  de- 
clared suspended. 

Mr.  Devlin  said  he  understood  it  took  a  two- 
thirds  vote  to  suspend  the  rule,  and  the  President 
said  the  rule  requiring  a  two-thirds  vote  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  had  not  yet  been  adopted. 

An  election  was  ordered.  Committee — Messrs. 
Bowker  of  Ward  16,  Austin  of  Ward  11  and  Coe  of 
"Ward  23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  the  usual 
recess  was  taken  while  the  committee  were  out. 


Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34. 

Clinton  Viles  had 67 

Edwin  Sibley 40 

John  Taylor 42 

Paul  H.  Kendricken 37 

Messrs.  Viles  and  Sibley  were  elected  in  concur- 
rence and  Mr.  Taylor  in  non  concurrence.  Sent 
up. 

Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital.  A  certificate 
came  down  of  the  election  of  Alderman  Joseph  A. 
Tucker  and  Councilmen  John  P.  Hilton  and 
Georjre  H.  Wyman  as  trustees  of  the  City  Hospi- 
tal.   Placed  on  file. 

An  election  was  ordered.  Committee— Messrs. 
Lauten  of  Ward  14,  Williams  of  Ward  11,  Bigelow 
of  Ward  25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard  of  Ward  4  the  usual 
recess  was  taken  while  the  committee  were  out. 

Whole  number  of  votes 66 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

Alderman  Joseph  A.  Tucker  had 65 

Alderman  James  J.  Flyim  had 1 

Councilman  Thomas  H.  Devlin  had 1 

Councilman  George  H.  Perkins  had 3 

Councilman  George  H.  Wyman  had 59 

Councilman  John  P.  Hilton  had 62 

Messrs.  Tucker,  Wyman  and  Hilton  were  elect- 
ed in  concurrence. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library,  calling  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  lease  of  the  room  in  which  the 
South  End  branch  of  the  Public  Library  is  situ- 
ated expires  in  May  next,  and  asking  for  larger 
and  more  suitable'  rooms  for  the  branch.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Library.  Sent 
up. 

POWERS  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz. : 

Order  to  petition  for  an  act  requiring  the  School 
Committee  to  confine  its  expenditures  to  the  ap- 
propriations furnished  by  the  City  Council,  also 
the  report  that  the  order  to  petition  for  a  law 
transferring  to  the  School  Board  the  charge  of 
school  expenditures,  and  for  the  assessment  of  a 
separate  school  tax,  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  report- 
ed by  the  committee  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wnitmore  of  Ward  12—1  do  not  rise,  sir,  as 
I  said  the  other  evening,  to  oppose  this  order. 
The  proposition  which  I  moved  last  year  was  ex- 
actly the  reverse  of  this.  It  was  to  set  the  School 
Committee  free  from  the  Common  Council.  One 
course  or  the  other,  it  seems  to  me,  should  be 
(lone,  but  I  hope  the  committee  who  had  charge 
of  this  matter  will  favor  us  with  some  arguments 
in  support  of  their  plan,  in  order  that  the  public 
may  have  a  chance  to  see  our  side  of  the  question. 
There  may  be  no  doubt  that  the  School  Committee 
is  a  body  specially  favored  by  the  public,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  this  measure  will  be  resisted 
by  the  School  Committee.  They  have  from 
the  commencement  shown  a  desire  to 
magnify  their  powers.  Therefore  I  hope 
the 'committee  will  see  fit  to  give  us  some  reasons 
for  this  new  departure.  I  have  no  doubt  they 
have  made  out  a  case,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  good 
enough  to  give  us  some  argument  so  as  to  make 
out  a  case  to  go  before  our  constituents  and  show 
why  we  have  voted  for  this  change. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  read 
a  second  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsideration  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

The  report  that  Mr.  Whitmore's  order  ought  not 
to  pass  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  RECENT   FIRE  IN  FEDERAL  AND  DEVONSHIRE 
STREETS. 

In  accordanceiwith  a  notice  filed  with  the  Clerk, 
Mr.  Plimpton  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  on  the  passage  of  the  order  calling  for  a  re- 
port from  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  buildings  burned  on  Dec.  28  and 
29,  1879,  and  the  cause  or  the  extension  of  the  fire 
to  other  buildings  than  the  one  In  which  the  fire 
originated. 

Mr.  Plimpton— After  the  last  meeting  I  filed  a 
notice  of  a  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  this 
vote,  for  the  reason  that  as  both  the  subjects  men- 
tioned in  the  order  are  referred  to  the  'nspector 
of  Buildings  we  shall  not  be  likely  to  get  the  in- 
formation asked  for  in  the  last  clause,  because 
that  belongs  to  the  Fire  Commissioners.  I  there- 
fore moved  a  reconsideration  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  two  orders. 


32 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Plimpton  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings  be  requested  to  report  to 
the  City  Council  whether  the  condition  of  the 
buildings  on  Federal  and  Devonshire  streets, 
burned  Dec.  28th  and  29th,  complied  at  that  time 
in  all  particulars  with  the  requirements  of  the 
building  laws;  also  whether  any  changes  in  the 
requirements  of  the  building  laws  are  desirable. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Plimpton  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  report  to  the  City  Council  in  ref- 
erence to  the  recent  tire  on  Federal  and  Devon- 
shire streets,  Dec.  28  and  29,  particularly  stating 
the  cause  in  their  opinion  of  the  extension  of  the 
fire  to  other  buildings  than  the  one  in  which  it 
originated. 

Passed.  [Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  in 
part  rescinded  and  changed.] 

CAMBRIDGE    BRIDGES. 

The  annual  report  (City  Doc.  Xo.  12)  of  the  Com- 
missioner on  West  Boston,  Canal  and  Prison 
Point  bridges  for  1879  was  received. 

The  draws  have  been  opened  as  follows:  West 
Boston  Bridge,  1669;  Canal,  3532;  Prison  Point, 
627.  The  expenses  of  each  bridge  have  been — 
West  Boston,  SM03.43;  Canal,  §2241.08;  Prison 
Point  Bridge,  §1034,76.  Salary  of  commissioner, 
printing  and  advertising,  $503.60.  Total  expense , 
§6182.87. 

Statement  of  amount  and  kind  of  freight 
which  passed  through  Canal  Bridge  during  the 
year  1879 : 

Coal 195,212tons 

Gravel 80,"  28    " 

Stone 45,934    " 

lion 900    " 

Hav 531    "> 

Lumber 2.122,000  ft.  B.  M. 

Brick 2,002,000  ft.  B.  M. 

Woctt 9,964  cords 

Posts 5,540  pieces 

Piles 3,800      " 

lime 5,991  bbls. 

Sent  up. 

CITY  SURVEYOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Surveyor  (City 
Doc.  11)  was  received  and  sent  up. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year  has  been: 
Expenses   of   City  Proper,  South  and  East 

Bos. on  and  C liavlestown ,$18,639. 49- 

Expenses  of  the  Koxbury  branch  office   for 

three  months) [964.09 

Expenses  of  the  Dorchester  branch  office..  2,978.00 
Expenses   of    the   West    Roxbury   branch 

cffice 2,636.38 

Expenses  of  the  Brighton  branch  office  (for 

three  months) 565.40 

Total  expenditure  from  appropriation    for 
surveying  fur  1879 g25.783.3G 

The  following  is  a  classification  of  the  expenses: 

City  proper,  South  and  East  Boston  and 
Charlestown,  $18,639.49;  Roxbury  branch  office, 
$964.09;  Dorchester  branch  office,  §2978.00;  West 
Roxbury,   $2638.38;  Brighton,  $565.40. 

There  were  24  employes  Jan.  1,  a  reduction  of  7 
from  same  time  in  1879. 

The  work  performed  at  this  office,  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  embraces  the  whole  city,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury;  and  all 
the  current  work  in  the  latter  district  is  done 
from  the  central  office,  at  City  Hall. 

The  special  surveys  of  the  districts  where  the 
branch  offices  have  been  located  having  been 
completed,  their  further  continuance  has  not 
been  found  necessary,  as  the  current  work  in 
those  districts  can  be  performed  from  the  central 
office  at  City  Hall.  This  requires,  however,  an 
additional  force  at  the  central  office.  The  branch 
offices  at  Roxbury  and  Brighton  were  discontin- 
ued on  the  1st  of  May  last.  The  office  at  West 
Roxbury  will  be  discontinued  within  a  few 
months,  or  as  soon  as  the  general  plan  of  that 
district  is  completed.  This  will  leave  only  one 
branch  office,  the  one  at  Dorchester;  and  if  it 
were  not  for  want  of  room,  the  central  office  be- 
ing already  crowded,  I  should  also  recommend 
the  removal  of  that  office  to  City  Hall. 

EVENING  SCHOOLS. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Con> 
mittee  ror  better  accommodations  for  the  evening 
schools.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction.    Sent  up. 


PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Francesca  Cav- 
agnaro  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Fleet  street. 

By  Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  Catherine 
Murray,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received 
on  Washington  street,  near  Bennet. 

Petition  of  Edward  Jelly,  to  be  paid  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  by  the  defective  condition 
of  Beverly  street. 

Petition  of  Rose  Farrell,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  received  on   Sumner  street,  East  Boston. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Hollis  of  Ward  25— Petition  of  Henry 
Baldwin  and  other  citizens  of  Ward  25,  that  the 
city  purchase  the  triangular  lot  of  land  situated 
between  Rockland  street  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir, and  south  of  Engine  House  No.  29,  and  set 
the  same  aside  as  a  public  square.  Referred  to- 
the  Committee  on  Common.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— Petition  of  L.  L.  Will- 
cutt  and  other  residents  of  Ward  23,  that  the  city 
improve  and  beautify  the  land  on  the  summit  of 
Mt.  Bellevue.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— Petition  of  O.  H. 
Marion  and  others  of  Ward  25,  that  two  or  more 
wagons  of  the  Health  Department  be  placed  in 
Ward  25.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Health.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— Petition  of  S.  S. 
Leonard  and  others  of  Ward  25  that  Western 
avenue  may  be  constructed  to  its  width  as  laid 
out  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  macadamized 
and  put  in  proper  condition  for  public  travel. 
Sent  up. 

TRUSTEES  OF  MT.   HOPE   CEMETERY. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24  submitted  a  report  nomi- 
nating Alderman  F.  G.  Walbridge  and  Council- 
men  A.  F.  Lauten  and  A.  S.  Brown  as  Trustees  of 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

SCHOOL  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Coe  submitted  a  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance  on  the  report  of  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  in  regard  to  providing  §118,133  to 
meet  the  expenses  for  schools  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  financial  year,  with  an  order — That  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  be  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  appropriation  for 
Court  Rooms,  Criminal  Business,  to  that  for 
School  Instructors,  $62,383;  for  salaries  of  offi- 
cers of  the  School  Committee,  §3750;  and  for 
school  expenses,  School  Committee,  $13,867;  also 
from  the  reserved  fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
School  Expenses,  School  Committee,  «38,133. 

Mr.  Coe — It  is  necessary  that  this  order  should 
be  passed  tonight,  and  I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule.  It  is  necessary  that  the  School  Committee 
should  know  what  to  depend  upon,  and  also  to 
furnish  them  with  the  means  to  pay  their  janitors, 
who  are  without  pay,  and  cannot  receive  any  un- 
til the  passage  of  this  order. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was  read 
a  second  time  and  passed — yeas  63,  nays  0. 

THE   CONTESTED    SEAT  IN   WARD  SIXTEEN. 

Mr.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21  submitted  the  follow 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  J.  Scollard,  contest- 
ing the  seat  of  John  E.  Bowker,  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council  from  Ward  16,  having  given  the 
case  a  careful  investigation,  beg  leave  to  report 
as  follows: 

The  petitioner  has  been  granted  a  hearing,  and 
has  been  afforded  ample  opportunity  to  give  his 
reasons  for  contesting  the  right  of  the  sitting 
member  to  his  seat,  and  the  facts,  as  they  have 
been  presented  to  the  committee,  may  be  briefly 
stated  as  follows: 

From  the  returns  made  by  the  election  officers 
at  the  recent  election,  it  appeared  that  John  E. 
Bowker  was  duly  chosen  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  from  Ward  16.  Subsequently  a 
petition,  signed  by  ten  citizens  of  the  ward,  was 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk,  asking  for  a 
recount  of  the  votes  for  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  on  the  ground  that  the  petitioners  had 
reason  to  believe  that  the  returns  were  erroneous 
and  that  the  votes  had  been  incorrectly  counted. 
In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  petitioners, 
the  votes  were  recounted  by  the  Committee  on 
Elections  of  the  Aldermen,  and  although  the  re- 
count varied  somewhat  from  the  original  return, 
the  result  was  the  same  as  declared  by  the  elec- 
tion officers.    The  committee  reported  in  effect 
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that  the  returns  had  been  correctly  made,  and 
recommended  that  the  persons  declared  elected 
be  so  notified  by  the  City  Clerk. 

The  petitioner  now  comes  forward  and  asks  that 
the  ballots  may  be  again  recounted,  for  the  sole 
reason,  as  it  appeared  at  tDe  hearing,  that  the 
plurality  of  the  sitting  member  was  very  small, 
the  recount  showing  him  to  be  elected  by  one 
vote.  The  petitioner's  counsel  stated  before  the 
committee  that  they  had  no  charges  to  make  con- 
cerning the  correctness  of  the  election  returns  or 
the  recount,  nor  had  they  succeeded  in  procuring 
evidence  to  show  that  either  canvassing  board 
■was  guilty  of  negligence  or  unfairness  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  dutits,  and  it  may  be  fairly 
presumed  that  such  evidence  does  not  exist. 

As  stated  above,the  petitioner  asks  for  a  second 
recount  merely  because  Mr.  Bowker,  as  the  case 
stands  at  present,  appears  to  be  elected  by  a  plu- 
rality of  one  vote,  and  also,  as  was  stated,  in  the 
hope  that  a  third  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  may 
change  the  result  that  has  been  declared  by  the 
election  officers  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
AJdermen. 

The  committee  can  see  no  adequate  reason  for 
granting  the  request  of  the  petitioner;  they  con- 
sider that  it  would  be  unwise  to  establish  such  a 
precedent,  and  they  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Charles  H.  Plimpton*. 

J0HX  E.   BLAKEMORE. 

William  F.  Wharton. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Elections,  respectfully  inform  you  that  they  are 
unable  to  agree  with  the  majority  in  the  matter 
of  the  petition  of  John  J.  Scollard,  and  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  as  their  opinion: 

Tha  petition  which  was  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee was  from  John  J.  Scollard,  in  which  he  ^et 
forth  his  desire  to  contest  the  seat  now  occupied 
by  John  E.  Bowker  from  Ward  16,  for  several 
reasons,  among  which  was  the  following:  "That 
the  recount  of  votes  as  made  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  was  incorrect,  and  more  votes  were 
cast  for  John  J.  Scollard  than  for  John  E.  Bow- 
ker." Both  parties  were  represented  by  counsel. 
It  appeared  that  Bowker  had  but  one  vote  more 
than  Scollard,  and  that  there  was  a  variance  be- 
tween the  counts  made  by  the  ward  officers  and 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Mr.  Scollard's  counsel 
asKed  that  the  ballots  be  recounted,  but  this 
your  committee  refused  to  do.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  best  evidence  that  could  be  intro- 
duced, as  to  the  fact  that  the  recount  as  made  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  incorrect,  and  that 
Scollard  had  received  more  votes  than  Bowker, 
as  alleged  in  the  petition,  was  the  ballots  cast  in 
said  ward,  and  the  recounting  of  the  same  by 
your  committee.  Scollard  had  a  right  to  have 
said  ballots  retained  by  the  City  Clerk  (acts  of 
1876,  chap.  188,  sec.  2),  and  we  believe  for  the  pur- 
pose of  presenting  them  to  the  committee  and 
asking  for  a  recount,  where  the  closeness  of  the 
vote,  as  in  this  case,  warrants  such  request. 
Much  stress  has  been  laid  on  the  fact  that  these 
ballots  had  been  counted  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  therefore  should  not  be  recounted 
by  your  committee.  The  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  Common  Council  are  separate 
and  distinct  bodies  (City  Charter,  sec.  34), 
and  each  has  authority  to  decide  upon  all 
questions  relative  to  the  qualifications,  elections, 
and  returns  of  its  own  members  (City  Charter, 
sec.  24).  We  believe  that  this  Council  should  be 
satisfied  who  is  elected  from  Ward  16  by  a  re- 
count made  by  its  own  committee  of  the  votes 
cast,  tnat  such  recount  will  not  consume  more 
time  than  your  committee  should  willingly  give 
to  this  matter,  that  no  person  or  persons  can  be 
injured  by  such  recount,  but  that  the  refusal  to 
recount  said  ballots  may  cause  great  injury  to 
your  petitioner  and  to  the  citizens  of  Ward  16 
generally,  and  that  said  ballots  ought,  in  justice 
to  all  concerned,  be  recounted. 

We  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  iollowing  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Elections  is 
hereby  instructed  to  recount  the  ballots  cast  in 
Ward  16  at  the  last  municipal  election  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council,  and  report  the  re- 
sult of  such  recount  without  unreasonable  delay. 
ResDectf  ully  submitted, 

J.  P.  J.  Ward. 
Thomas  J.  Desney. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  moved  to  substitute  the 
minority  report  for  chat  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Ward— I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to 
a?ree  with  the  rcaiority  of  the  committee,  and  for 


several  reasons.  First— I  wished  a  unanimity  of 
feeling  between  the  members  of  the  committee; 
Secondly — I  am  favorable  to  Mr.  Bowker,  and 
would  not  wish  to  lose  his  association  during  the 
coming  year.  But,  Mr.  President,  I  believed  it 
was  my  duty  to  express  the  opinion  which 
was  expressed  in  the  views  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee,  or  what  is  some- 
times called  the  minority  report  of  the  committee. 
It  appears,  Mr.  President,  in  this  case  that  the 
plurality  of  the  sitting  member  is  but  one  vote; 
that  the"  results  vary  more  or  less  in  the  counts  as 
made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  ward  offi- 
cers. I  submit  that  on  other  occasions  we  have 
assigned  the  smallness  of  the  plurality  as  a  rea- 
son for  granting  the  prayer  of  a  petitioner  for  a 
recount  after  "the  votes  had  been  recounted  by 
another  committee;  and  in  the  successful  con- 
tested election  cases  which  appear  in  the  Munici- 
pal Register  for  1879  I  find  that  in  January,  1867, 
they  vacated  the  seat  of  a  member  returned  as 
elected  from  Ward  10,  because  by  the  recount  of 
the  original  ballots  cast  in  said  ward  it  appeared 
that  another  person  was  chosen;  that  in  January, 
1870,  they  vacated  the  seat  of  a  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  for  the  same  reason;  on  Jan.  5,  1871,  a  re- 
count of  votes  was  had  with  the  same  result;  in 
January,  1872,  a  recount  of  votes  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Elections  was  had  with  the  same  result;  in 
January,  1874,  a  recount  was  had  with  the  same 
result;  on  Jan.  14,  1875,  another  recount  was 
had  with  the  same  result;  on  Jan.  4,  1877, 
a  recount  was  had  with  the  same  result;  and  on 
Jan.  10,  1878,  a  recount  occurred  with  the  same  re- 
sult. But  it  is  claimed  in  this  case  that  these 
ballots  were  counted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  therefore  the  committee  of  the  Council 
should  not  recount  the  ballots.  I  was  somewhat 
surprised  when  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Elections  informed  me  that  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men had  never  recounted  the  ballots  cast  for 
Councilmen  previous  to  the  law  passed  in  1878.  I 
believe  they  acted  under  the  opinion  given  by  the 
City  Clerk  that  they  had  no  authority.  However 
that  may  be,  at  a  hasty  glance  at  the  law  previ- 
ous to  that,  it  is  my  opinion  that  they  had  that 
authority,  even  if  they  did  not  exercise  it.  But  if 
they  had  no  authority  previous  to  1878,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  act  of  1878.  that  I  can  see,  giving 
that  authority.  However,  these  votes  were  re- 
counted by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  that.  They  were  recounted  at  a 
time  when  the  Aldermen  were  recounting  the  bal- 
lots east  for  Mayor,  Aldermen,  School  Commitfee, 
and  for  Councilmen  in  several  wards  from  which 
petitions  were  presented  for  recount  of  votes  for 
members  of  the  Council,  among  which  was  Ward 
7,  which  I  represent.  In  this  case  I  can  see  noth- 
ing whatever  to  be  lost  by  a  recount  of  the  votes. 
There  is  no  doubt  the  Council  has  a  right  to  re- 
count those  ballots,  and  I  believe  it  is  their  duty 
to  do  so.  This,  I  think,  is  the  last  tribunal  to 
which  the  petitioners  can  appeal.  Here  we  should 
settle  all  disputes  as  to  the  returns  and  qualifica- 
tions of  our  own  members.  Whatever  the  Board 
or  Aldermen  may  do  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  our 
action.  I  believe  that  in  this  case  the  closeness  of 
the  vote,  where  there  is  but  one  vote  difference, 
entitles  the  petitioner  to  a  recount.  There  is 
doubt  in  his  mind,  and  even  if  it  is  only  to  clear 
that  doubt,  I  believe  the  ballot  should  be  recount- 
ed. I  am  not  rnyself  wholly  convinced  that 
the  return  is  entirely  correct.  That  the 
return  may  bs  incorrect  is  not  at  all 
impossible,  and  I  therefore  believe  that  as 
this  petitioner  has  asked  the  Council  that  the  bal- 
lots he  recounted,  and  believing  that  if  Mr.  Bow- 
ker, the  sitting  member,  had  received  a  plurality 
of  the  votes  cast  at  the  municinal  election,  those 
votes  are  still  retained  by  the  City  Clerk,  and  Mr. 
Bowker  can  lose  nothing  by  a  recount.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  he  has  not  received  a  plurality  of  votes, 
great  injustice  would  be  done  the  citizens  of  Ward  ' 
16.  I  theiefore  believe  that  in  this  case  the  Coun- 
cil should  vote  to  accept  the  minority  report  and 
instruct  your  committee  to  recount  the  ballots.  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  the  ballots  should  not  be 
recounted.  I  therefore  ask  that  the  Council  give 
this  matter  due  consideration,  and  if  no  reasons 
sufficient  to  them  are  advanced  why  these  ballots 
should  not  be  recounted  and  why"  for  the  first 
time  a  petitioner  should  be  refused  a  recount,  and 
if  they  are  satisfied  that  the  ballots  should  be  re- 
counted, that  they  will  vote  in  favor  of  the  accept- 
ance of  the  minority  report. 

Mr.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21— The  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Elections  have  no  wish  or  desire 
to  shirk  any  responsibility  or  duty  which   the 
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Council  may  choose  to  impose  upon  them.  But 
to  their  minds  there  is  no  reason  why  these  bal- 
lots should  be  disturbed.  The  petitioner  has  had 
his  legal  remedy,  a  careful  recount  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  They  do  not  pretend  to  doubt  the 
accuracy  of  that  recount.  They  only  say  the  dif- 
ference is  so  small — only  one  vote — it  is  suffi- 
cient to  cause  another  recount.  At  the  first  hear- 
ing the  counsel  for  the  petitioner  asked  for  more 
time  to  procure  evidence  why  there  should  be  a 
recount.  The  committee  gave  him  six  days— all 
the  time  he  asked— and  at  the  end  of  six  days  he 
came  in,  and  did  not  produce  any  evidence,  but 
rested  his  case  solely  upon  the  small  majority  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Bowker.  Now  my  own  opinion  is 
that  there  is  great  danger  of,these  stickers  falling 
off  ballots  when  they  are  handled,  and  the 
first  recount  is  likely  to  be  the  more  cor- 
rect. If  the  committee  should  recount  them  and 
find  stickers  off  the  ballots  and  in  that  way  Mr. 
Scollard  should  be  given  one  or  two  majority,  my 
own  opinion  is  that  the  first  recount  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  would  be  more  correct.  The  opin- 
ion of  the  committee  is  that  the  matter  should 
rest  where  it  is. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  rise  to  say  I  entirely 
agree  with  tlie  gentleman  who  has  just  closed, 
but  I  wish  also  to  state  to  this  body  the  law  upon 
this  subject  In  this  case  the  petitioner  had  three 
causes  for  contesting  the  seat  of  the  present  in- 
cumbent. Those  causes  were,  First— That  the  re- 
count of  the  votes  as  made  by  the  Alderman  was 
incorrect,  and  more  votes  were  east  for  John  J. 
Scollard  than  for  John  D.  Jbowker;  Second— That 
more  votes  were  east  and  counted  than  there  were 
names  checked  on  the  voting  list;  and,  Third — that 
the  names  of  men  were  checked  on  the  voting  list 
who  did  not  vote,  and  that  this  was  sufficient  to 
change  the  result  of  the  election.  The  committee 
took  great  care  to  give  the  petioner  a  very  thor- 
oughhearing.  As  was  alleged  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  we  gave  the  petioner  as  much  as 
six  days  to  show  evidence  in  support  of  his 
petition.  The  petitioner  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee finally  with  counsel,  and  the  present  incum- 
bent was  also  allowed  counsel.  The  petitioner 
waived  the  last  two  causes  for  contesting  the  seat 
and  based  his  claim  entirely  upon  the  first  cause, 
that  the  recount  of  the  Aldermen  was  not  cor- 
rect. It  might  be  said,  perhaps,  and  very  justly, 
that  the  cause  thus  alleged  in  the  petition  did  not 
call  properly  and  strictly  for  a  recount;  but  the 
committee  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  necessarily 
followed,  in  order  to  satisfy  this  cause,  as  so  al- 
leged, that  a  determination  should  be  reached  as  to 
whether  or  not  a  recount  should  be  granted.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  it  is  perfectly  well  settled  law  that 
to  upset  the  returns  made  by  the  proper  officers 
it  is  necessary  to  show  that  those  returns  and  the 
count  which  those  returns  represent  was  made 
either  fraudulently  or  else  that  there  was  some 
mistake  by  the  returning  officers.  .  That  is  the  law 
all  over  the  country,  not  only  in  the  courts,  but 
in  every  legislative  assembly  1  have  been  able 
to  find  anything  about,  after  a  somewhat  care- 
ful research  on  this  question.  Therefore,  the 
question  in  this  case  as  presented  to  us  is  simply 
whether  or  not  we  should  grant  a  recount  of  the 
ballot.  Now,  by  the  law  of  1874  and  '76  the  power 
of  recounting  the  ballots  was  given  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  or  a  committee  appointed  by  them, 
which  is  usually  their  Committee  on  Elections, 
under  certain  conditions.  In  this  case  the  peti- 
tioner took  advantage  of  and  fulfilled  those  con- 
ditions, and  had  a  recount  by  the  proper  commit- 
tee of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Therefore,  if  there 
ever  was  a  recount  to  which  the  presumption  of 
the  law  is  applicable— the  presumption  that  it  is 
a  sound  and  proper  return  until  upset  by  evi- 
dence of  fraud  or  mistake — this  certainly  is' such 
a  return.  Ordinarily,  the  returns  are  made  Oy  one 
body— the  body  which  originally  counts  the  votes. 
In  this  case  the  return  is  made  by  the  body  which 
recounted  the  votes.  If  there  is  a  case  to  which  the 
rule  of  law  applies,  this  is  such  a  one.  When 
the  petitioner  came  before  us  he  said  he  had  no 
evidence  to  produce  except  the  return  of  the 
ward  officers,  and  he  also  undertook  to  argue  that 
there  was  sufficient  evidence  of  a  mistake  to  up- 
set this  return,  from  the  fact  that  the  plurality  of 
the  incumbent  was  so  small.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
it  could  not  be  said  for  a  moment,  and  no  gentle- 
man in  chis  house  would  argue,  that  the  mere 
fact  alone  that  a  member  of  this  body  was  re- 
turned by  a  plurality  of  one,  should  render  the  re- 
turns subject  to  a  suspicion  of  mistake  or  fraud. 
That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  impossible  It  is  such  a 
simple  question  that  I  shall  not  attempt  to  dwell 


longer  upon  it.  The  very  statement  of  it  refutes 
the  idea  that  it  is  open  to  such  a  construction. 
Now  we  come  to  the  slight  evidence  offered  by 
the  petitioner,  and  that  was  the  returns  of  the 
ward  officers.  It  strikes  me  as  a  very  anomalous 
demand  that  it  should  be  insisted  upon  for 
a  moment,  that  when  a  statute  requires 
that  the  return  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  after 
a  recount  should  be  the  true  return,  that  we 
should  then  undertake  to  accept  a  paper  in  evi- 
dence to  show  that  that  return  was  made  under 
a  mistake— which  is  in  itself  corrected  by  the  re- 
turn. In  other  words,  the  return  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  under  the  statute,  is  to  be  taken  as  the 
true  return  of  the  ward.  Now  the  petitioner  in 
this  case  has  undertaken  to  upset  that  return  by 
introducing  a  paper  of  which  that  return  is  a  cor- 
rection, made  by  a  board  properly  chosen  and  pro- 
nounced as  the  proper  board  by  law  to  determine 
such  a  question.  But  the  committee  did  not  un- 
dertake to  exclude  this  ward  return  on  that  ground. 
They  accepted  it  as  evidence  which  may  be  very 
anomalous;  at  any  rate  they  accepted  it.  And  what 
did  it  prove?  It  proved  simply  that  the  returns 
as  made  upon  that  paper  were  different 
in  every  respect  from  the  returns  as 
evinced  by  the  aldermanic  paper.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  to  contend  for  a  moment  that 
such  a  paper  as  that  should  cause  any  suspi- 
cion that  the  returns  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen were  made  by  mistake,  or  fraudu- 
lently made,  is  to  suppose  that  every  corrected 
edition  of  a  paper,  pamphlet  or  book,  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  incorrect  if  it  differs  in  many  respects 
from  the  original  copy.  That  must  be  the  result 
of  accepting  this  piece  of  paper  as  governing  the 
aldermanic  return.  The  mere  fact  that  there  is  a, 
difference,  and  a  great  deal  of  difference,  between 
the  original  ward  returns,  and  the  aldermanic  re- 
turns simply  shows  to  my  mind  that  the  Aldermen 
have  been  extremely  careful  and  have  gone  into 
every  single  item  very  carefully  indeed  and  recti- 
fied all  previous  iucoriectnesses.  That  is  all  that 
will  show.  Now,  Mr.  President,  if  we  accept  the 
petition  in  this  case,  if  we  adopt  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  we  practically  say 
that  in  every  single  case  where  a  petitioner  prays 
for  a  recount,  and  alleges  no  cause  whatever 
to  upset  the  original  return  or  count, 
we  practically  say  that  in  such  cases  the 
petitioner  should  always  have  a  recount  of 
ballots.  That  is  a  precedent  which  has  never  ex- 
isted, so  far  as  I  am  aware,  in  any  legislative 
assembly  or  in  the  courts.  I  have  taken  some 
care  to  look  up  the  cases,  particularly  the  election 
cases  in  this  State,  and  in  none  of  them  have 
I  found  any  such  precedent,  and  if  the  Council 
adopt  such  a  precedent,  they  will  find  that  they 
stand  alone.  The  committee  heard  the  counsel  on 
both  sides,  but  as  there  was  no  evidence  intro- 
duced except  as  stated,  the  committee  did  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  have  the  arguments  of 
counsel  printed  and  submitted  to  the  Council,  as 
they  were  fully  aware  that  if  the  Council  should 
desire  to  do  so,  they  could  have  the  counsel  ap- 
pear before  them  and  argue  the  case  anew. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  think  that  this 
case  which  is  now  before  the  Council  is  in  some 
respects  the  most  important  matter  which  we 
havt-  had  yet  to  di-cuss,  and  I  hope  to  make  it  ap- 
pear so  very  clearly.  The  matter  on  the  face  of 
it  is  very  clear.  In  Ward  16  a  man  is  elected  by  a 
plurality  of  one  vote.  The  opponent  comes  and 
desires  this  body  not  to  seat  him,  but  to  allow 
those  ballots  to  be  scrutinized  anew  by  the  only 
tribunal  to  which  he  can  appeal,  and  that  is  this 
Council.  Now  before  I  touch  the  matter  of  the 
Returning  Hoard,  which  has  so  befogged  this 
question,  I  want  to  ask  this  Council  to  say  wheth- 
er they  would  not  consider  it  a  reasonable  peti- 
tion for  a  man  to  come  here  and  say  that  on  the 
face  of  those  returns,  out  of  hundreds  of  votes,  I 
am  cast  out  by  one  vote  only,  and  1  ask  to  have 
them  recounted.  Anybody  who  looks  over  the 
records  of  this  body,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or 
the  Legislature,  will  find  that  in  many  cases  peti- 
tions for  recounts  were  granted  where  the  con- 
testant was  lack'ng  a  hundred  votes  of  an  elec- 
tion. If  any  man  thought  that  justice  had  not 
been  done  to  hiin,  he  has  come  here  and  peti- 
tioned for  a  recount.  I  can  put  my  hand 
on  cases  where  a  petitioner  was  defeat- 
ed by  a  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
votes  at  the  election,  and  yet  as  a  matter  of 
fair  play,  the  Council  has  been  willing  to  let  them 
be  recounted.  Istartwih  this  proposition,  that 
if  Mr.  Scollard  came  here  with  the  ward  returns 
and  said,  I  am  only  one  behind,  and  I  think  there 
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is  a  fair  possibility  that  there  was  a  mistake,  I 
do  not  think  it  is  preposterous,  as  was  stated  by 
Mr.  Wharton,  to  grant  it;  but  that  it  is  preposter- 
ous not  to  grant  it.  Anybody  familiar  with  the 
reports  of  the  votes  in  the  various  precincts,  and 
with  the  reports  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
for  the  last  two  years,  knows  that  frequent- 
ly the  recount  will  vary  three  or  four  votes 
from  the  return.  The  fact  is,  our  ward  officers 
are  not  of  the  calibre  that  they  should  be.  This 
case  is  complicated  by  the  fact  of  a  recount  by 
the  Aldermen.  Now,  I  wish  you  to  understand 
the  nature  of  that  recount.  It  is  no  intention  of 
the  law  of  1874  or  1876  to  make  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  the  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
members  of  this  body  or  any. other  body  whose  re- 
turns pass  through  their  hands.  You  remember  a 
year  or  two  ago  they  tried  to  sit  in  judgment  on 
the  returns  of  the  election  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, and  they  were  told  mighty  soon  by  a  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  city  of  Atlanta  should  not  govern  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  Boston  should 
not  do  it;  that  they  were  the  judges  of  their  own 
election,  and  whoever  touched  these  ballots  they 
proposed  to  count  them  for  themselves.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  I  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  privilege 
oa  the  part  of  this  Council  to  be  the  judges  of  its 
own  members.  What  is  this  statute  of  1876?  It 
provides  that  whenever  ten  persons  in  the  ward, 
not  necessarily  or  presumably  the  person  who  has 
been  defeated  in  the  election,  but  any  ten  citi- 
zens, can  come  in  and  say  that  they  don't  think 
the  ward  returns  are  right;  they  ask  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  to  make  a  prima  facie  evidence 
of  who  is  to  have  the  certificate  of  election. 
The  object  is  that  when  we  come  here  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January  there  shall  be  no  question 
as  to  who  have  a  certificate  of  election,  so  that  we 
can  organize;  and  after  that  the  right  to  hold  that 
certificate  belongs  to  this  body  and  no  one  else 
to  determine.  Now  in  this  case  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen recounted  the  vote,  and  gave  the  certifi- 
cate to  a  person  elected  by  the  ward  returns. 
Now,  suppose  their  recount  varied  ore  vote 
from  the  ward  returns,  and  gave  it  to  Mr. 
Scollard,  would  it  be  unreasonable  for  Mr.  Bow- 
ker  to  come  before  this  Council  and  contest 
that  seat?  This  is  a  contested  election  in  reality. 
Now,  the  case  happens  here  for  the  first 
time  in  this  body;  since  the  law  of  1876  we  have 
had  two  contested  elections,  one  in  1877  and  one 
in  1878.  I  believe  also  in  neither  case  did  it  hap- 
pen that  there  was  a  count  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  But  when  the  gentleman  came  up 
here  and  claimed  that  the  votes  ought  to  be  re- 
counted, they  were  allowed  to  be  recounted.  Now 
I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  this  matter.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  House  document  No.  29  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts  of  last  Jan- 
nary.  In  that  case  Dr.  Bowker  contested  the 
seat  held  by  George  H.  Bond  of  the  Fourteenth 
Suffolk  District.  He  went  there  and  made  ex- 
actly the  same  plea  which  Mr.  Scollard  does  now. 
He  says,  "I  have  been  counted  out  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  I  desire  that  this  committee — 
and  in  his  case  the  majority  of  the  committee  was 
against  him— I  desire  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives will  be  the  judges  of  its  own  elections, 
and  I  desire  a  recount  of  those  ballots  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House."  As  in  this  case,  I  will  not 
say  for  the  same  reasons,  the  majority  reported 
leave  to  withdraw.  But  the  minority  submitted  a 
report  which  set  forth  that  the  Returning  Board 
system  was  bad,  that  the  law  had  not  been  com- 
plied with  in  that  case,  as  it  has  not  been  com- 
plied with  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bowker  of  Ward  16. 
I  understand  that  exception  had  a  great  deal  of 
influence  with  the  House.  The  fact  was  that  in- 
stead of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  their  commit- 
tee discharging  that  duty,  they  brought  in  Tom, 
Dick  and  Harry  to  help  them  out;  they 
had  the  City  Clerk  and  his  assistant, 
and  clerks  were  detailed  from  the  Regis- 
trars of  Voters  and  the  City  Clerk's  department, 
and  those  men  went  in  and  were  clothed  with  the 
full  powers  which  the  committee  had.  The  com- 
mittee at  the  State  House  claimed  that  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  should  have  done  their  own  work, 
that  they  were  selected  to  do  it,  although  perhaps 
they  might  have  called  in  more  competent  men 
than  themselves.  This  recount  was  made  by  the 
committee  after  three  or  four  days'service,  late  at 
night,  by  one  Alderman  and  one  clerk  detailed 
from  the  office  of  the  Registrars  of  Voters.  Now, 
I  say  beyond  that,  and  I  understand  it  is  in  evi- 
dence and  can  be  produced,  that  the  main  dis- 


crepancy they  found  was  in  Precinct  3,  and  that 
this  Alderman  and  clerk  made  a  discrepancy  of 
ten  from  what  the  ward  officers  found.  I  am  al-o 
informed  that  the  clerk  in  that  precinct  was  an 
accomplished  and  professional  bookkeeper,  a  per- 
son entirely  qualified  to  make  that  return.  I 
understand  that  that  gentleman  is  willing  to 
make  his  affidavit,  or  go  before  the  commit- 
tee and  testify  that  he  believes  his  return 
was  correct,  and  that  Mr.  Scollard  had  ten  more 
votes  in  that  precinct.  I  say  there  is  reason  why 
this  Council  should  defend  its  own  rights,  and  if 
we  have  a  returning  board  to  grant  certificates  of 
election,  we  are  not  to  have  a  returning  board 
forced  upon  us  to  judge  of  the  qualifications  of 
members  of  this  body.  One  point  Mr.  Wharton 
made  was  that  the  petitioner  put  in  three  grounds 
upon  which  he  asked  for  a  recount  and  two  of 
them  were  abandoned.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know 
his  counsel,  I  was  not  at  the  hearing  and  I  have 
no  more  interest  in  the  case  than  any  other  mem- 
ber of  this  body.  But  I  can  see  at  a  glance  that 
one  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  claimed  a  re- 
count was  that  there  was  a  discrepancy  between 
the  check  list  and  the  total  ballots  cast.  Now, 
sir,  unless  a  recount  is  made  he  cannot  substanti- 
ate that  claim.  I  am  also  told  that  if  the  case  is 
gone  into  he  is  prepared  to  prove  that  one 
man's  name  is  upon  the  check  list  who  did 
not  vote,  although  it  is  perfectly  true 
that  under  the  rule  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, it  should  be  also  shown  that  the 
person  voting  on  that  name  voted  for  the  sittiug 
member,  and  not  for  the  contestant.  Still,  is  it 
not  sufficient  to  justify  the  Council  in  looking 
over  the  ballot  and  having  a  recount?  I  do  not 
propose  to  detain  the  Council  any  longer.  I  have 
not  the  faintest  idea  how  the  recount  will  turn; 
but  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  matter  which  will  plague 
the  inventors  if  you  reject  the  principle  I  am  now 
advocating.  The  time  may  come — and  I  utter  this 
warning,  because  I  see  it  has  just  taken  place  in 
the  State  of  Maine — when  the  majority  of  only  one 
in  a  party  may  find  it  desirable  to  override  the 
minority  by  courting  in  one  or  two  other  mem- 
bers of  their  own  party.  If  the  aldermanic  re- 
count is  to  stand,  and  you  abandon  your  privilege 
of  being  judges  of  the  election  of  your 
own  members,  you  can  never  tell  where  you 
may  be  hereafter.  I  have  already  stated  I  have 
no  interest  in  this  matter  more  than  other 
members.  I  have  been  led  to  bring  this  matter 
forward  and  express  my  views  because  two  years 
ago  this  Council  unwisely  refused  to  entertain  a 
petition  in  regard  to  the  election  ol  a  member.  I 
hope  my  good  friend  from  Ward  10  [Mr.  Wheeler] 
will  excuse  me  for  referring  to  his  case.  But  when 
he  took  his  seat  in  1878  his  election  was  contested 
on  the  ground  of  a  technical  error  in  the  use  of 
the  voting  list.  There  was  no  other  legal  candidate 
running  against  him,  and  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tion made  a  report  of  leave  to  withdraw.  I  was 
interested  in  the  subject  and  inquired  of  one  of  the 
prominent  lawyers  in  the  council,  a  Republican, 
why  he  allowed  such  a  report  to  stand,  and  he 
said  the  reason  was  nobody  in  the  Council  raised 
any  objeetion  to  it.  He  knew  as  a  lawyer  that  the 
Council  was  doing  wrong,  and  he  sat  by  feeling  it 
to  be  none  of  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  it.  I  venture  to  say  that  he  was  cor- 
rect in  his  view  of  the  law,  and  I  am  now  correct 
in  my  view  of  the  law,  because  ten  days  after  that 
report  of  leave  to  withdraw  there  was  a  death  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermeu,and  prominent  gentlemen 
in  this  city  felt  it  was  not  sate  to  have  an  election 
for  Alderman  under  the  old  law.  I  happened  to  be 
interested  in  drafting  the  new  law,  and  helped  to 
carry  it  up  to  the  Legislature.  There  it  was  intro- 
duced under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and  passed, 
in  order  that  a  new  Alderman  might  be  legally 
elected.  I  then  made  up  my  mind  that  if  any  man 
came  here  with  the  faintest  show  of  incorrectness 
in  the  return,  I  would  stand  by  the  losing  side.  I 
believe  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Council,  whenever 
there  is  a  reasonable  doubt,  to  throw  the  doubt  in 
favor  of  the  contestants.  If  a  man  is  elected,  it 
cannot  hurt  him  to  have  the  ballots  recounted 
over  and  over  again.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee has  made  allusion  to  the  fact  that  the  re- 
counting may  knock  off  some  pasters  from  the 
ticket.  I  would  ask  him  whether  Republican  paste 
is  any  weaker  than  Democratic  paste.  I  think 
they  are  all  furnished  from  the  same  box, 
and  all  likely  to  stand.  But  beyond  that,  as  it 
affects  the  intent  of  the  voter,  I  want  you  to  ask 
from  your  own  experience  if  there  were  a  hun- 
dred stickers  cast,  whether  every  one  of  those 
stickers  was  put  in  intentionally,  whether  every 
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man  who  pasted  a  ballot  did  it  intentionally  and 
knowingly  ?  The  fact  is,  when  you  come  down  to 
it,  it  is  hard  to  distinguish  what  the  intent 
of  the  majority  was.  I  think  that  argument 
of  Mr.  Plimpton  can  lie  dismissed  as  going  into 
too  fine  a  region  for  us  to  follow.  The  only  thing 
■we  can  do  is  to  stand  by  the  law.  I  don't  care 
whether  there  are  two  score  of  pasters  in  the  box; 
it  is  one  of  the  results  of  using  pasters  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law.  We  are  to  look  at  the  law  and 
the  machinery  for  its  execution.  I  beg  the  Coun- 
cil to  remember  that  this  is  the  only  tribunal  to 
which  the  petitioner  can  appeal,  and  that  every 
thing  said  about  the  Board  of  Aldermen  does  not 
affect  this  question.  Here  is  a  man  coming  within 
one  vote  of  an  election,  who  presents  in  a  per- 
fectly proper  and  respectful  manner  a  petition 
to  have  ihe  ballots  verified  by  a  committee 
of  this  body,  and  not  by  an  Alderman  and  a  clerk. 
Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— It  is  perfectly  clear  that 
this  Council  has  the  right  to  examine  and  pass 
upon  the  returns  of  the  election  of  its  own  mem- 
bers. But  it  is  equally  clear  that  this  is  not  a  case 
where  we  ought  to  exercise  that  power.  This 
vote  was  first  returned  by  the  ward  officers,  then 
a  recovint  was  petitioned  for  and  given,  as  the 
law  provides,  and  made  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, or  by  their  committee.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  tries  to  throw  discredit  upon  this  re- 
count by  calling  the  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  a  returning  board.  But  they  are  a 
board  which  has  been  generally  respected  in  their 
counting  of  votes,  and  I  do  not  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  would  be  willing  to  make 
any  charges  of  improper  action  against  the 
gentlemen  who  made  the  recount.  If  he 
were  asked  the  question  directly  I  think  he  would 
say  that  he  would  trust  those  gentlemen,  and 
I  certainly  think  the  members  of  this  Council 
would  teel  so.  The  law  provides  that  when  a 
recount  is  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  it 
shall  lie  taken  as  the  true  count.  It  does  not  pre- 
vent us  from  looking  into  the  election  of  our  own 
members  when  we  wish  to.  We  have  a  right  to 
do  that.  But  it  does  certainly  make  the  return  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  strong  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  facts  reported,  and  unless  some  evi- 
dence is  brought  on  the  other  side  to  impeach 
that  return,  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be 
disturbed.  If  there  were  any  reason  for  suspect- 
ing fraud  or  mistake,  we  ought  to  go  into  this 
matter.  But  the  petitioner,  alter  being  allowed 
time  to  produce  evidence,  has  failed  to  produce  a 
single  piece  of  evidence  either  of  fraud  or  mistake 
in  this  election.  The  ward  returns  which  he 
brings  are,  of  course,  different  from  tne  amended 
returns,  and  are  more  favorable  to  Mr.  Bowker 
than  the  amended  returns.  The  ward  returns 
give  Mr.  Bowker  thirteen  plurality,  and  the 
amended  returns  give  him  one.  1  don't  see  that 
this  impeaches  his  standing.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  stated  there  was  evidence  in  exist- 
ence affecting  the  validity  of  the  count.  If  there 
was,  why  did  not  the  petitioner  produce  it? 
He  had  six  days  to  produce  evidence,  and 
employed  able  counsel.  It  there  was  such  evi- 
dence, the  petitioner  and  his  counsel  did  not 
choose  to  produce  it,  and  I  think  we  are  justified 
in  the  conclusion  that  no  evidence  upon  which 
the  Council  might  properly  rely  was  in  existence. 
The  only  real  ground  on  which  he  claims  we 
should  recount  the  vote  is,  there  was  only  one  plu- 
rality. Now  1  cannot  see  that  that  is  any  ground  at 
all.  A  plurality  of  one  is  as  good  as  a  plurality  of  a 
thousand.  The  only  reason  given  for  this  recount 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  reason  why  we  should  not 
grant  it.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  pasters  do  fall 
off  ballots.  Last  year  when  the  returns  for  ballots 
for  the  School  Committee  were  recounted,  there 
were  found  to  be  a  great  number  ol  pasteis  fallen 
off.  and  it  was  impossible  to  say  where  they  came 
from.  Of  course  the  smaller  theplurality  the  more 
chance  there  is  of  the  result  being  affected 
by  the  falling  off  of  pasters.  The  pasters  are  as 
likely  to  fall  off  from  one  side  as  tlie  other,  but 
still  the  liability  to  error  is'no  less  great.  Though 
the  error  may  be  on  one  side  or  the  other  the  chan- 
ces are  the  new  count  will  not  be  as  accurate  as  the 
count  formerly  taken.  For  these  reasons,  it  seems 
tome  we  ought  to  refuse  the  petitioner  arecount  in 
this  case.  If  there  were  any  grounds  to  suspect 
fraud,  or  grounds  upon  which  we  could  reasona- 
bly suspect  a  mistake,  I  should  be  in  favor  of 
granting  a  petition  for  a  recount;  but  I  don't  see 
that  there  is  the  slightest  evidence  or  that  the  peti- 
tioner has  made  out  a  piima  facie  case.  That  be- 
ing the  fact,  it  seems  to  me  every  motive  of  expe- 


diency and  propriety  should  urge  us  to  refuse  his 
petition. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  ask  the  privilege  of  making  a 
single  statement,  as  reference  has  been  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  to  my  elec- 
tion case,  and  he  intimated  that  the  Council  did 
not  deal  quite  fairly  in  the  matter.  It  is  due  to 
the  Council  of  1878  to  deny  that  statement  in  rela- 
tion to  whatever  unfairness  was  done  in  that  mat- 
ter. As  the  gentleman  admits,  the  ground  upon 
which  the  election  was  contested  was  a  very 
technical  one.  But  the  matter  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Elections,  who  gave  every 
opportunity  to  the  petitioner  to  establish 
his  ground.  Able  counsel  were  employed, 
and  acted  in  his  behalf,  but  it  appeared 
so  clear  to  my  own  mind  what  the  law 
was  upon  the  subject,  that  no  effort  was  made,, 
and  hardly  a  statement  was  made  either  by  my- 
self or  any  one  on  my  behalf,  at  the  hearing. 
The  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  was  taken,  and 
the  Committee  on  Elections  reported  unanimous- 
ly in  favor  of  giving  the  petitioner  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  am  not  anxious  to  en- 
ter into  this  contest  from  Ward  16,  but  am  anx- 
ious that  justice  be  done  to  every  citizen;  and  for 
that  reason  I  am  in  favor  of  having  this  go  back 
to  the  committee  for  a  recount.  I  cannot  im- 
agine for  a  moment  when  we  have  a  Committee 
on  Elections  that  they  have  not  power  to  recount 
ballots.  If  they  have  not  the  power,  what  is  the 
use  of  having  a  committee?  The  whole  trouble 
seems  to  be,  there  is  more  law  than  justice,  which 
is  usually  the  case  with  people  who  get  into  the 
hands  of  lawyers.  Why  cannot  this  man  have  the 
same  privileges  as  others?  I  move  that  both  re- 
ports be  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  re- 
count the  ballots. 

Mr.  Plimpton— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
remarked  that  Republican  and  Democratic  paste 
are  pretty  much  the  same.  A  gentleman  near  me 
remarked  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  was 
probably  authontv  on  the  subject,  as  he  was  fa- 
miliar with  both  kinds. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  have  but  just  one  remark  to 
make  in  this  ease.  It  is  not  attempted  to  decide 
upon  this  case.  The  question  before  the  Council 
is  whether  they  are  willing,  on  the  ground  of  fair 
play,  or  on  the  broader  ground  of  respect  to  their 
own  rights,  to  order  this  recount?  For  myself ,  I 
can  see  no  good  reason  why  any  gentleman  can 
object  to  having  the  ballots  recounted.  No  mat- 
ter whether  the  majority  is  one  or  a  hundred.  It 
will  be  all  the  better  after  a  recount,  or  after  fifty 
times  counting.  If  you  reject  this  appeal,  you  re- 
ject the  only  appeal  the  petitioner  can  make.  The 
contestant  has  no  rights  anywhere  else.  We  do 
not  say  he  was  thrown  out  wrongfully,  but  we  be- 
lieve there  are  good  reasons  for  asking  for  a  re- 
count. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— One  statement  was 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  which  I 
should  like  to  understand  before  it  goes  to  the 
world  at  large,  and  that  is  that  the  Hoard  of  Al- 
dermen had  assistance  in  counting  the  votes.  I 
don't  know  how  the  gentleman  knows  it,  but  if 
there  is  any  one  here  who  knows  it,  I  should  like 
to  have  him  make  a  statement  how  he  knows  it. 

Mr.  Christal's  motion  to  recommit,  with  in- 
structions, ■  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Christal 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  declared  not  ordered.  Mr. 
Whitmore  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  a 
rising  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore  was  excused  from  acting  as 
teller  for  the  first  division,  and  Mr.  Cronin  was 
appointed  in  his  place. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered— 19  for,  35 
against. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Christal  to  recommit,  with  instructions,  was  lost 
— yeas  27,  nays  38: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brintnall,  Christal, 
Cronin,  Denney,  Devine,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty, 
Donahoe,  Farwell,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Hart,  Ken- 
dricken,  Kidney,  Lane,  McLaughlin,  McNamara, 
Morrison,  Murphy,  O'Dowd,  Rogers,  Sibley,  D.  J. 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweetser,  Ward,  Whitmore— 27. 

Nays— Messrs.  Austin,  Bailey,  Barry,  Bigelow, 
Blakeraore,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Coe,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Fisher, 
Freeman,  Hancock,  Healy,  Hilton,  Hollis,  How- 
ard, Lauten,  Lovell*  Maguire,  Nason,  Perkins, 
Plimpton,  Pratt,  Pray,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  N.  Sawyer, 
Swift,  Taylor,  Tucker,  Viles,  Welch,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Williams— 38. 
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Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bowker,  Green- 
ough,  Hosley,  Parkman,  D.J.Sweeney,  Jr.,Wy- 
man— 6. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  was  excused  from 
voting  on  the  question,  previous  to  the  roll  call, 
in  both  cases,  he  having  paired  with  Mr.  Sweeney, 
Jr  ,  of  Ward  2. 

The  question  next  came  upon  substituting  the 
minority  fortne  majority  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

The  Council  rejected  the  motion  to  substitute — 
yeas  24,  nays  41: 

yeas — Messrs.  Christal,  Cronin,  Denney,  Devine, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Farwell,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Folan,  Hart,  Kendricken,  Kidney,  Lane, 
McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Morrison,  Murphy, 
O'Dowd,  Rogers,  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweet- 
ser,  Ward,  Wliitmore— 24. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Austin,  Bailey,  Barry, 
Bigelow,  Blakemore,  Brimbecom,  Brintnall, 
Brown,  Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Coe,  J. 
Doherty,  Dudley,  Fisher,  Freeman,  Hancock, 
Healv,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Howard,  Lauten,  Lovell, 
Maguire,  Nason,  Perkins,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  Pray, 
H.  N.  Sawyer,  N.  Sawder,  Sibley,  Swift,  Taylor, 
Tucker,  Tiles,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Will- 
iams— 41. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bowker,  Green- 
ough,  Hosley,  Parkman,  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Jr., 
Wyman — 6. 

The  report  of  the  committee  (leave  to  withdraw) 
was  accepted. 

ASSESSORS'  DEPARTMENT. 
Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6  submitted  the  following, 
which,   with  the  accompanying   documents,  was 
ordered  printed    and  specially  assigned  to  next 
Thursday  at  8P.M.: 

The  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department,  to 
whom  was  referred  a^iong  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  last  year  the  ordinance  to  ameud  an  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  taxes,  having  carefully  considered  the  subject, 
beg  leave  to  submit  thefollow-ng  report:  The  pro- 
posed amendment  provides  for  the  election  of 
principal  Assessors  for  a  term  of  three  years,  in- 
stead of  for  one  year,  as  at  present.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  that  in  some  respects 
the  change  is  desirable.  They  appreciate  the  im- 
portance of  retaining  experienced  officers  on  the 
Board  of  Principal  Assessors,  where  experience  is 
ol  the  greatest  value.  Under  the  present  system 
of  annual  elections,  the  policy  has  always  been  to 
retain  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  officers, 
and  changes  have  seldom  been  made,  and  then 
only  for  good  reasons.  The  effect  of  the  proposed 
amendment  is  merely  to  provide  by  ordinance  for 
continuing  a  well-established  custom.  -  jThe 
Committee  believe  that  if  by  doing  so 
anv  improvement  can  be  made  in  the 
Assessors'  Department,  the  experiment  (for  they 
regard  the  proposed  change  in  the  light  of  ex- 
periment) should  be  tried,  and  they,  therefore, 
recommend  that  the  amendment  be  adopted. 
The  committee  have  ;-lso  considered  the  expe- 
diency of  electing  the  First  Assistant  Assessors 
for  a  term  of  years,  and  believe  that  it  is 
not  expedient  to  do  so.  These  officers' 
are  not  required  or  expected  to  possess  that 
thorough  knowledge  of  all  matters  relating  to 
taxation  which  is  essential  in  a  Principal  Assess- 
or. On  the  contrary,  it  requires  but  comparative- 
ly little  experience  to  qualify  a  practical  person 
to  till  the  position  satisfactorily,  and  it  has  been 
the  custom  to  reelect  such  persons  to  the  position. 
One  great  advantage  of  a  yearly  tenure  of  office  is 
that,  if  by  chance  an  incompetent  person  is  elect- 
ed, he  can  be  dropped  at  the  end  of  a  year  and  his 
place  filled  by  a  more  capable  person,  which 
could  not  be  done  if  the  officers  were 
elected  for  a  term  of  years.  The  com- 
mittee believe  that  it  is  desirable  to  fur- 
ther amend  the  ordinance  so  as  to  give  the  prin- 
cipal Assessors  more  control  over  the  Second  As- 
sistants, and  submit  an  amendment  providing 
that  the  Second  Assistants  shall  perform  such  du- 
ties as  may  be  required  of  them  by  the  principal 
Assessors.  The  committee  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordi- 
nance, covering  the  proposed  amendments.  In 
other  respects  its  provisions  conform  to  those  of 
the  present  ordinance.    Respectfully  submitted. 

Charles  H.  B  Breck. 

George  E.  Bell. 

George  L.  Thorndike. 

John  A.  Kidney. 

John  Taylor. 

P.  James  Magijire. 


Minority  lieport. 
The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Assessors  Department,  beg  leave  to  say 
that,  while  they  fully  concur  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  majority  of  the  committee 
in  relation  to  electing  the  Principal  Assessors 
for  a  term  of  years,  they  also  believe  that  the 
same  principle  should  be  applied  to  the  First  As- 
sistant Assessors,  and  for  similar  reasons.  These 
officers  perform  duties  which  require  not  only  ex- 
perience, but  also  great  judgment  and  knowledge 
of  real  and  personal  property.  They  are  expected 
to  be  thoroughly  conversant  with  real  estate  in 
all  parts  of  the  city,  and  to  be  capable  of  forming 
an  intelligent  opinion  in  regard  to  the  changes  in 
values  which  take  place  from  year  to  year.  The 
principal  Assessors  must  necessarily  rely  upon 
them  in  a.  great  measure,  and  It  is  important  that 
they  should  be  capable  and  discreet  men,  in 
whom  the  public  will  have  confidence,  and  whose 
opinions  will  be  respected.  The  undersigned  be- 
lieve that  if  the  term  of  the  First  Assistant  Asses- 
sors is  increased  to  three  years,  men  of  ability 
will  seek  the  position,  who  would  not  be  willing  to 
devote  the  necessary  time  merely  to  hold  it  for 
one  year,  and  that  the  longer  term  will  bean  addi- 
tional incentive  to  the  incumben's  to  tit  themselves 
for  tne  duties  of  the  position.  The  undersigned 
further  recommend  that  the  Second  Assistant  As- 
sessors be  nominated  by  the  Board  of  Principal 
Assessors  and  First  Assistaut  Assessors.  Among 
the  reasons  in  favor  of  this  change,  they  assert 
that  the  board  of  Assessors  are  better  qualified 
to  select  competent  men  for  the  position 
than  a  committee  of  the  City  Council, 
which  is  liable  to  change  from  year  to  year,  and 
which  is  apt  to  be  subject  to  local  influences. 
The  undersigned,  therefore,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordi- 
nance, which   embodies  their  recommendations. 

George  H.  Wyman. 

Dudley  R.  Child. 

Minority  of  Committee. 

RULES  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doc.  14): 

The  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  of  the 
Common  Council,  to  whom  was  referred  certain 
pr"posed  amendments  to  the  Rules  and  Orders, 
having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the 
proposed  amendments,  and  selected  such  as  in 
their  opinion  it  is  desirable  to  adopt,  either 
wholly  or  in  part.  They  do  not  deem  it  expedient 
to  recommend  the  adoption  of  amendmems  which 
merely  change  the  phraseology  of  existing  rules, 
unless  some  manifest  advantage  is  to  be  gained 
thereby.  Neither  dj  they  consider  it  advisable  to 
adopt  rules  relating  to*  questions  that  are  of  in- 
frequent occurrence  in  the  transaction  of  the 
business  of  the  Council.  They  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  frame  a  code  of 
rules  which  would  cover  all  questions  of  parlia- 
mentary law,  and  believe  that  it  is  sufficient  to 
provide  for  the  ordinary  business  of  the  body, 
trusting  to  the  judgment*  and  discretion  of  tlie 
presiding  officer,  and  the  rules  of  parliamentary 
practice,  to  meet  the  extraordinary  questions 
which  occasionally  rise. 

The  committee  believe  that  the  rules  relating  to 
the  care  of  the  Council  Chamber  and  adjoining 
rooms  should  not  be  incorporated  into  the  rules 
which  relate  to  legislative  business,  and  they  are 
therefore  offered  as  a  separate  order. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  amendments: 

Amend  section  5  by  adding  the  following: 

All  vacancies  upon  committees  shall  be  filled  in 
the  manner  of  original  appointment;  and  mem- 
bers so  appointed  shall  take  rank  according  to  the 
date  of  their  appointment. 

Amend  section  18,  as  printed  on  page  58  of  the 
Municipal  Register  for  1879,  by  inserting  before 
the  word  "entitled,"  in  the  fourth  line,  the  word 
"originally";  and  by  striking  out  the  words  "be- 
fore such  vote." 

Amend  section  35  by  striking  out  the  word 
"Standing." 

Amend  section  66,  as  printed  on  page  67  of  the 
Municipal  Register  for  1879,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "meeting,''  in  the  third  line,  the  words 
"either  immediately  after  the  announcement  of 
such  vote,  or  under  the  seventh  clause  of  section 
41."  Also,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "member," 
in  the  third  line,  the  words  "who  voted  with  the 
majority."     Also,  by  inserting    after  the  word 
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"meeting,"  in  the  fifth  line,  the  words  "except 
the  final  meeting  of  the  year,  or  that  preceding 
any  adjournment  of  the  Council  for  over  two 
weeks.*' 

Amend  section  68  to  read  as  follows: 

"All  officers  receiving  any  compensation  from 
the  city  of  Boston,  who  are  primarily  elected  by 
the  City  Council,  shall  be  chosen  in  this  branch 
by  ballot.  All  confirmations  of  the  Mayor's  nomi- 
nations shall  be  by  a  yea-and-nay  ballot." 

After  section  70  insert  a  new  rule,  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Section  71.  All  bills  for  refreshments  or  car- 
riage hire,  incurred  by  the  Common  Council,  the 
standing  committees  of  the  Common  Council  not 
having  charge  of  any  appropriation,  or  individual 
members  of  the  Common  Council  while  engaged 
in  the  discharge  of  official  duty,  shall  give  the 
names  of  the  persons  incurring  the  same;  and  the 
President  of  the  Common  Council  is  authorized  to 
approve  such  bills  after  they  have  been  approved 
by  the  committee  or  certified  to  by  the  members 
incurring  the  same;  provided,  that  the  President 
shall  not  approve  any  such  bill  unless  it  is  pre- 
sented to  him  before  the  end  of  the  month  next 
succeeding  that  within  which  the  expense  covered 
by  such  bill  was  incurred." 

The  committee  herewith  submit  a  copy  of  the 
amended  Rules  and  Orders,  the  amendments  be- 
ing printed  in  italics. 

Edwin  Sibley,  ) 

Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  >  Committee. 

Henry  F.  Cue,  ) 

Mr.  Sibley  moved  that  the  subject  be  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  but 
gave  way  to  allow  Mr.  Swift  the  floor. 

Mr.  Swift— I  see  on  the  printed  list  one  of  the 
amendments  introduced  at  the  last  meeting 
which  has  not  been  adopted  by  the  committee; 
but  which  seems  to  me  a  very  useful  one.  It  is 
the  one  to  go  at  the  end  of  rule  66  in  regard 
to  reconsideration,  and  I  have  been  reminded 
that  this  meets  a  case  which  occurred  to  me  in 
the  Council  last  year.  An  ordinance  was  before 
the  Council,  and  a  proposed  amendment  was  re- 
jected. After  that  the  ordinance  itself  was  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  next  meeting  oi  the  Council 
at  eight  o'clock.  A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
rejecting  the  amendment  was  filed  with  the  clerk. 
Under  tne  existing  rules  the  notice  of  motion  to 
reconsider  and  the  subject  may  come  up  at  a  dif- 
ferent time.  If  the  assignment  is  called  for  be- 
fore the  motion  for  consideration  is  reached  in 
regular  order,  and  if  the  ordinance  to  which  the 
amendment  is  rejected  is  passed  or  defeated,  the 
amendment  would  be  no  longer  in  order,  so  that 
the  reconsideration  could  not  be  practically  voted 
on.  It  is  equally  so  if  the  assignment  comes  up 
after  the  reconsideration,  so  that  unless  some  ex- 
pedient is  resorted  to  at  the  time  to  bring  the 
matters  together,  the  opportunity  will  not  be  af- 
forded of  acting  on  the  reconsideration.  Of 
course  it  can  be  done  by  specially  assign- 
ing the  general  subject  to  the  time 
when  the  reconsideration  is  in  order,  but 
that  is  a  clumsy  arrangement.  It  seems 
to  me  this  amendment  can  do  no  harm,  and 
this  is  a  condition  of  things  which  is  likely  to  oc- 
cur at  any  time.  The  amendment  is  only  to  add 
these  words,  so  that  when  there  is  a  motion  to  re- 
consider an  amendment,  it  may  come  up  and  be 
discussed  at  the  same  time  as  the  matter  to 
which  the  amendment  is  offered.  I  offer  this  as 
an  amendment  to  the  rule,  and  ask  that  it  be 
specially  assigned  to  the  same  time  as  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report. 

Mr.  Swift's  amendment  is  as  follows.  To  add  at 
the  end  of  Rule  66: 

"Whenever  a  matter  has  been  specially  as- 
signed, a  notice  as  above  specified,  to  reconsider 
any  vote  affecting  the  provisions  of  such  ordi- 
nance, order  or  resolution,  shall  be  considered 
whenever  such  special  assignment   takes  effect." 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  the  hasty  examination  which 
I  have  been  able  to  give  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  near  as  I  can  judge  they  have  adopted 
about  three-fourths  of  the  suggestions  which  I 
submitted  to  the  Council  before.  There  are 
about  twelve  lines  in  regard  to  other  rules  which, 
for  some  mysterious  reason,  the  committee  have 
not  reported.  I  offer  those  as  an  amendment  in 
order  that  they  may  be  considered  at  the  same 
time.  I  do  this  because  this  document  is  out  of 
print.  They  are  matters  of  form,  and  I  move  that 
they  be  considered  at  the  same  time  with  the  re- 
port. When  they  come  to  be  looked  into  it  will 
be  seen  that  they  are  not  likely  to  create  much 
discussion. 


The  amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore  are 
as  follows: 

"6.  Substitute  for  Rules  45  and  68  the  follow- 
ing: 

"All  officers  receiving  any  compensation  from 
the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk  who  are 
primarily  elected  by  the  City  Council,  shall  be 
chosen  in  this  branch  by  ballot.  Nominations  of 
such  officers  shall  oe  made  by  nominating  com- 
mittees, whose  reports  shall  lie  over  for  one  week 
before  action  is  taken  thereon.  All  confirma- 
tions of  the  Mayor's  nominations  shall  be  by  a 
yea  and  nay  ballot. 

7.  Rule  46.  Add  as  follows :  "No  motion  shall 
require  to  be  seconded,  except  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair." 

8.  In  Rule  49,  line  6,  for  the  words  "to  postpone 
to  a  day  certain,"  substitute  the  words  "to  spe- 
cially assign  to  a  certain  hour." 

Also  strike  out  the  last  four  lines,  and  insert  a 
new  rule  as  follows: 

"These  several  motions  shall  have  precedence 
in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  arranged.  They 
shall  not  be  applied  to  each  other,  except  that  an 
amendment  may  be  amended,  and  the  time  speci- 
fied for  a  special  assignment  may  be  amended.  A 
substitute  for  a  bill  or  a  section  of  a  bill  shall  be 
deemed  an  amendment.  The  previous  question 
may  be  demanded  upon  an  amendment,  and  that 
motion  shall  be  decided  without  debate." 

11.  For  rule  53  substitute  a  new  draft,  as  fol- 
lows: "Debate  on  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tions, or  on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  or  to 
take  from  the  table,  shall  not  exceed  ten  minutes. 
In  such  debate,  however,  the  merits  of  the  main 
question  shall  not  be  discussed." 

12.  Add  to  rule  62,  as  follows:  "The  question 
shall  be  put  as  follows:  -Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Council  ?' 
And  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative unless  a  majority  of  the  votes  given  are  to 
the  contrary." 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5 — I  have  no  objection  to 
these  matters,  although  in  regard  to  the  matter  of 
reconsideration  I  see  no  trouble  with  the  rule  as 
it  now  exists.  A  member  moves  a  reconsidera- 
tion, the  tune  comes  to  consider  the  general  ques- 
tion and  he  loses  the  force  of  his  motion.  Well, 
it  is  dead.  At  the  same  time,  if  that  member 
asks  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules  I  think  it  should 
be  granted.  When  the  rule  is  suspended  he  re- 
ceives all  the  benefit  he  would  have  if  he  had 
acted  upon  it  at  first.  Then  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  says  his  amendments  are  not  of  much 
importance.  That  is  precisely  the  conclusion  the 
committee  came  to.  I  hope  those  amendments 
will  be  looked  over  and  that  the  motion  to  assign 
will  be  carried. 

Mr.  Sibley's  motion  to  assign  prevailed,  and  the 
amendments  of  Mr.  Swift  and  Mr.  Whittemore 
were  specially  assigned  to  the  same  hour. 

ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Parks, 
to  whom  was  referred  among  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  last  year  the  communication  of  the  Park 
Commissioners  in  relation  to  the  Arnold  Arbore- 
tum, having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report:  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that,  in  their  fourth  annual  report,  the 
Park  Commissioners  represented  that  they  were 
of  the  opinion  that  the  authorities  of  Har- 
vard University  were  ready  to  cooperate 
with  the  city  in  opening  the  Arboretum 
to  the  public.  An  order  was  passed  requesting 
the  commissioners  to  confer  with  the  corporation 
of  Harvard  College  in  relation  to  the  subject,  and 
report  thereon  to  the  City  Council.  The  commis- 
sioners reported,  under  date  of  November  14, 
1879.  that  having  conferred  with  the  representa- 
tives of  the  college,  they  believed  it  would  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  city  to  petition  the  General 
Court  for  such  legislation  as  would  enable  the 
city  to  acquire  the  right  to  use  the  arboretum 
for  park  purposes,  and  at  the  same  time  not  inter- 
fere with  the  terms  of  the  Arnold  bequest.  The 
Arnold  Arboretum  is  situated  on  what  is  known 
as  the  Bussey  estate,  in  West  Roxbury,  and  com- 
prises about  120  acres.  It  is  easily  accessible,  be- 
ing within  five  minutes'  walk  of  the  Forest  Hills 
station  on  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad.  It 
is  the  result  of  a  bequest  by  the  late  James  Ar- 
nold of  Providence,  for  the  purpose  of  encourag- 
ing the  study  of  arboriculture.  By  the  terms  of  the 
bequest  the  money  was  to  accumulate  until  it 
amounted  to  $150,000,  and  the  interest  on  that  sum 
was  then  to  be  expended  for  the  purposes  named. 
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No  part  of  the  sum  can  be  expended  for  any  other 
purposes  than  the  cultivation  of  trees  and  shrubs. 
It  is  now  proposed  that,  in  order  to  give  the  pub- 
lic an  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  use  ot  this  beauti- 
ful estate,  the  city  shail  enter  iDto  an  agreement 
with  Harvard  University,  by  which  the  property 
shall  be  taken  under*  the  park  act,  for  a 
nominal  sum,  say  one  dollar,  and  then 
to  lease  to  the  University,  also  for  a 
nominal  sum,  such  portions  as  may  not 
be  required  for  driveways,  etc.  By  this  arrange- 
ment the  university  will  continue  the  improve- 
ment and  embellishment  of  the  estate,  defraying 
the  cost  from  the  income  of  the  bequest,  while 
the  only  expense  to  the  city  will  be  the  cost 
of  such  driveways  and  paths  as  it  may  deem 
expedient  to  lay  out  from  time  to  time  for 
the  convenience  of  the  public,  unless  it 
should  hereafter  be  thought  desirable  to  pur- 
chase additional  land  not  connected  with  the  ar- 
boretum, for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
park  scheme.  The  committee  agree  with  the 
Park  Commissioners,  "that  as  no  such  extraordi- 
nary opportunity  was  ever  before  within  the 
reach  of  a  city,"  and  they  would  recommend  that 
early  action  be  taken  to  carry  out  the  plan  sug- 
gested by  the  commissioners.  To  that  end  they 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order. 

For  the  committee. 

Charles  E.  Pratt. 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  present  ses- 
sion, for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
city  of  Boston  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
the  president  and  fellows  of  Harvard  University 
by  which  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  sa  called,  may- 
be opened  to  the  public. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond readiug. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  think  the  report  states  the  facts  in 
the  case  so  well  that  scarcely  anything  need  be 
said  in  favor  of  the  order;  but  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  were  not  here  last  year  I  will  merely 
say,  in  brief,  that  in  opening  any  negotiation  it  is 
for  the  city  of  Boston  not  only  to  have  the  gift  of 
a  park,  but  the  gift  of  its  care  afterwards,  with- 
out the  expense  of  superintendence.  Such  a  de- 
sirable arrangement  does  nut  occur  to  a  city  more 
than  once  in  a  century.  The  land  contains  about 
120  acres  very  near  the  Forest  Hill  Cemetery,  on 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  is  fineiy  lo- 
cated, beautiful  and  picturesque  in  its  surface, 
and  is  to  be  under  the  special  care  and  training 
and  adornment  of  Harvard  College,  with  a  very 
intelligent  direction  in  regard  to  the  bearing  of 
trees  of  such  variety  and  elegance  as  can  be  made 
to  grow  in  this  climate.  That  is  the  end  sought. 
Every  one  will  see  if  such  an  arrangement  can  be 
given  to  the  public  for  the  study  of  arboriculture, 
it  will  be  very  desirable.  The  order  does  not  ask 
for  the  outlay  of  a  cent,  or  for  parting  with  a  par- 
ticle of  the  power  the  City  Council  has,  but  mere- 
ly requests  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  power  to 
make  such  an  arrangement  if  the  city  shall  here- 
after see  tit. 

Mr.  Wheeler — Has  any  estimate  been  made 
what  the  probable  cost  will  be  to  the  city,  pro- 
vided the  proposed  contract  should  be  made  with 
the  college? 

Mr.  Pratt— The  details  of  the  plan  have  no 
been  worked  out  so  far  as  I  am  aware.  This  land 
now  lies  bounded  on  three  sides  by  streets  adja- 
cent to  what  is  part  of  the  Bussey  estate.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  the  city  spend  anything.  We 
merely  request  the  Legislature  to  give  us  power 
to  do  something;  and  when  we  have  that  power 
will  be  the  time  to  consider  whether  it  is  wise  to 
do  it.  It  seems  to  me  we  should  have  the  power 
to  make  the  lease  of  the  land  under  certain  condi- 
tions in  return  for  the  land.  The  amount  to  be 
expended  would  be  limited  to  what  is  necessary 
to  lay  out  driveways  through  the  land,  and  such 
paths  as  might  be  necessary  *'or  the  public  to 
have  the  benefit  of  the  use  of  the  grounds.  The 
city  would  go  as  far  in  that  direction  as  it  should 
think  wise.  I  don't  imagine  the  expense  could  be 
very  heavy. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Sent  up. 

TOPICS  IN  THE  MAYOR'S  ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  a  report  from  the 
joint  special  committee  to  report  what  disposi- 
tion should  be  made  of  the  various  topics  in  the 
Mayor's  address,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address 


as  relates  to  water  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Water. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  parks  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Parks. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  public  schools  be  referred  to  the  joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  the  Public  Library  be  referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Public  Library. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  public  institutions  be  referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  the  City  Hospital  be  referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  City  Hospital. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  the  registration  of  vital  statistics  be  referred 
to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  City  Regis- 
trar's Department. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  inspection  of  buildings  be  referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayer's  address  as  relates 
to  the  Fire  Department  be  referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  the  Police  Department  be  referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Polite. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  the  Assessors'  Department  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment;. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  the  Inspector  of  Milk  be  referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Health. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  the  city  charter  be  referred  to  a  joint  special 
committee  to  consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three 
members  of  the  Common  Council. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  celebrating  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  set- 
tlement of  Boston  be  referred  to  a  joint  special 
committee  to  consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  and  that  said 
committee  be  requested  to  consider  and  report 
in  what  manner  it  is  expedient  to  celebrate  the 
occasion. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address 
as  relates  to  a  new  Court  House  be  referred  to  the 
Special  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on 
the  subject  of  a  new  Court  House. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  public  records  be  referred  to  the  Stanuing 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  County 
Accounts. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  think  there  must 
have  been  an  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittee in  regard  to  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  ad- 
dress as  refers  to  a  new  Court  House.  Instead  of  its 
being  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  I  would  move  as  an  amendment  that  it 
be  re  I  erred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  entire 
joint  committee  seems  to  be  in  harmony  in  regard 
to  the  general  subject,  and  this  report  would 
seem  to  be  an  unnecessary  abandonment  by  this 
Council  of  any  possible  right  it  will  have.  I  think 
gentlemen  on  the  committee  will  agree  with  me, 
that  we  have  a  strong  case,  and  rather  than  make 
any  waiver  of  our  rights,  instead  of  referring  it 
to  the  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  A  ld'er- 
men,  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  In  the  second  place, 
in  reference  to  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anni- 
versary of  the  settlement  of  Boston,  I  desire 
to  know  if  it  is  to  be  presumed  tha.t  this  commit- 
tee will  report  back  such  an  order  as  will  call  for 
the  appointment  of  a  large  committee  to  take 
charge  of  the  celebration,  or  whether  this  com- 
mittee will  take  charge  of  it.  I  think  the  com- 
mittee is  too  small,  and  should  consist  ot  eight 
members  of  the  Council  with  such  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  join.  Very  few  persons  realize 
how  large  a  celebration  will  be  called  for  at  that 
date.  It  is  probable  it  will  be  much  larger  than  a 
Fourth  of  July  celebration.  I  see  that  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  1830,  on  the  two  hundredth  anniver- 
sary, Mayor  Quincy  recommended  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  which  was  done,  and  after- 
wards a  large  committee  was  appointed  to  tike 
charge  ot  the  celebration.  It  is  a  long  time  since 
we  have  had  such  a  celebration  take  place,  and  we 
may  have  a  large  celebration  and  have  the    mili- 
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tary  out.    I  would  move  that  it  be  referred   to  a 
committee  of  eight  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  should  like  a  division  of  the 
question.  The  Committee  on  Judiciary  have  ex- 
amined into  the  question  submitted  to  them  and, 
as  has  already  been  stated,  my  associates  will 
agree  with  what  the  gentleman  has  said.  I 
tliink  the  Council  should  not  bind  themselves  to 
the  action  proposed  by  the  report  until  they  have 
some  report  from  the  Judiciary  Committee.  At 
present,  my  own  view  of  a  proper  disposition  of 
the  report  would  be  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances.  I  am  not  very  particular  about 
that  exact  disposition  of  it,  but  would  urge  strong- 
ly that  the  action  proposed  by  the  report  be  not 
taken  tonight,  that  we  bind  ourselves  to  nothing 
until  some  further  information  can  be  given.  It 
is  very  important  that  the  members  should  all  un- 
derstand the  question  as  to  the  rights  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  in  this  matter  of  the  Court  House. 

Mr.  Coe  called  attention  to  the  phraseology  of 
the  order  in  regard  to  the  celebration  of  the  250th 
anniversary,  that  it  was  for  a  committee  to  report 
as  to  how  the  event  shall  be  celebrated.  He 
thought  that  after  the  report  a  larger  committee 
would  be  appointed.  In  regard  to  the  Court 
House,  he  agreed  that  the  Council  should  be  rep- 
resented on  any  committee  charged  with  the  se- 
lection of  a  site  or  the  expenditure  of  money. 

Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  his  amendment  in  re- 
gard to  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary. 

The  orders  reported  by  the  committee  were  sev- 
erally passed,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  in  re- 
gard to  the  Court  House,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Coe,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

lamb's  map  of  boston. 

Mr.  Coe  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Library,  that  the  order  to  print 
heliotypes  of  Lamb's  map  of  the  first  division  of 
lands  in  Boston,  and  to  dispose  of  them  by  sale  or 
otherwise,  ought  to  pass.  Report  accepted  and 
said  order  passed.  A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr. 
Whitmore,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 
Sent  up. 

STREET  CROSSINGS. 

Mr.  Pary  of  Ward  5  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Health  on  the  order  in 
regard  to  the  cleaning  of  street  crossings — That 
on  account  of  the  unprecedented  inclemency  of 
the  weather  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the  crossings 
as  cleau  as  in  former  years,  that  the  superintend- 
ent is  doing  everything  that  he  can,  and  that  the 
crossings  will  be  kept  as  clean  ad  possible.  Ac- 
cepted.   Sent  up. 

POLICE    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Kidney  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Police  on  the  request  of  the  Police 
Commissioners  for  authority  to  pay  pensioners 
from  the  appropriation  for  Police,  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order— That  the  Board  of  Police 
Commissioners  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  expend  from  the  appropriation  for  Police,  dur- 
ing the  remaining  portion  of  the  present  financial 
year,  an  amount  necessary  to  pay  the  persons 
who  are  or  may  be  entitled  to  receive  pensions 
from  said  department,  under  the  provisions  of 
chap.  244  of  the  acts  of  1878  and  chap.  97  of  the 
acts  of  1879. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Kidney  the  rule  was  suspended, 
the  order  read  a  second  time  and  passed.  A  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Kidney  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail,  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

CHAPMAN    SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  requested  to 
consider  and  report  on  the  expediency  of  repair- 
ing the  Chapman  Schoolhouse.    Passed.    Sentup. 

SUPERINTENDENT    OF    STREETS. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  oifered  an  order — That 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  repealing  or  causing  to  be  enforced  the 
portion  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  streets,  pro- 
viding that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  shall 
keep  a  record  of  all  his  proceedings  and  a  set  of 
books  in  which  shall  be  entered  under  appropriate 
heads  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  his  depart- 
ment, with  the  names  of  all  parties  who  have  fur- 
nished matenals,  and  of  all  workmen,  and  the 
amount  paid  to  each  individual,  and  make  a  quar- 
terly report  thereof  to  the  City  Council. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE    CONTRACT    SYSTEM. 

Mr.  Maguire  oi  Ward  19  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  inquire   and  report 


as  to  the  expediency  of  providing  by  ordinance 
that  in  all  future  advertisements  for  proposals 
for  work  to  be  done  for  the  city  under  contract, 
it  shall  be  expressly  stated  that  no  bids  will  be 
entertained  unless  from  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth; and  in  case  no  suitable  proposals  are 
made  by  such  citizens,  then  the  parties  having 
the  awarding  of  the  contracts  may  advertise  for 
proposals  from  any  one,  whether  a  citizen  of  this 
State  or  not:  all  contractors  to  be  bound  to  em- 
ploy none  but  permanent  residents  of  Boston, 
unless  in  cases  where  specially  skilled  workmen 
are  required,  and  such  parties  cannot  be  found 
in  this  city;  the  parties  awarding  the  contracts  to 
be  the  judges. 

The  order  was  declared  rejected  on  the  question 
of  giving  it  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Maguire 
doubted  the  vote,  called  for  a  division,  and  the 
Council  was  divided. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  debate  was  in  order,  and 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  was  merely  a 
reference  to  the  committee  which  he  believed  to 
be  right. 

Mr.  Coe  asked  if  Mr.  Whitmore  was  in  order  in 
speaking  while  the  President  was  solving  a  doubt. 
The  President  said  he  was  not.  Mr.  Whitmore 
said  that  if  it  was  worth  while  he  should  dispute 
that  proposition,  but  that  he  had  got  through 
with  his  remarks. 

The  Council  was  divided.  The  order  was  passed 
to  a  second  reading — 28  for,  24  against — was  read 
a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  amend  by  requiring  the 
committee  to  report  what  additional  assistance 
would  be  required  in  the  City  Clerk's  office  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  that  order.  Adopted, 
and  subsequently  a'nended  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Christal,  accepted  by  Mr.  Parkman,  by 
unanimous  consent,  that  the  committee  also  re- 
port the  additional  expense  of  carrying  out  the 
order. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  thought  this  was  too 
much  of  a  good  thing  altogether,  and  moved  to 
lay  it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Maguire  said  he  had  been  asked  to  offer 
the  order.  Many  persons  outside  desire  it.  He 
did  not  know  that  it  was  legally  correct,  but  de- 
sired to  have  it  referred  to  tiie  committee  to  con- 
sider it.  Parties  outside  are  clamorous  for  it. 
He  did  not  know  that  he  would  favor  it,  but 
wanted  it  considered. 

Mr.  Lauten  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Bailey  of 
Ward  4  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was  divided 
— 34  for,  20  against— and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  RECENT  FIRE. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
so  much  of  the  order,  passed  on  this  date,  as  re- 
quests the  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  to  report  to  the  City  Council  on 
the  construction  of  the  buildings  burned  in  this 
city  on  the  28th  and  29th  of  December  last,  and 
whether  any  change  in  the  building  laws  is  desir- 
able, be  rescinded,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  be  directed  to  submit  such 
report. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  desire  that  this  order  of  inquiry 
should  go  in  in  proper  shape.  It  is  due  to  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  that  it  should  go  direct  to 
him  and  not  through  his  committee.  The  other 
part  of  the  order  goes  to  the  Fire  Commissioners 
without  sending  it  to  the  committee.  The  in- 
spector is  an  officer  established  by  statute,  and 
this  courtesy  is  due  to  him. 

The  order  was  passed. 

DECORATION  DAY. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  offered  an  order— That 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  commander  of 
each  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  lo- 
cated in  Boston  the  sum  of  $200,  to  be  used  in  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Decoration  Day,  or  in  as- 
sisting the  families  of  deceased  or  disabled  sol- 
diers and  sailors,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  laid  over. 

PLANK    WALK. 

Mr.  Donahoe  of  Ward  15  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Paving  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men be  requested  to  restore  the  plank  sidewalks 
formerly  located  on  Dorchester  avenue  between 
the  OldColony  Railroad  and  Dorchester  avenue. 

Sent  up. 


JANUARY       2  2.       1880 


41 


Mr.  Whitmore  desired  to  know  if  such  an  order 
could  be  entertained  upon  a  subject  with  which 
the  Council  had  nothing  to  do,  and  raised  the 
point  that  it  should  be  in  the  form  of  a  resolve 
expressive  of  the  opinion  of  the  Council. 

WASHINGTON'S    BIRTHDAY. 

Mr.  Welch  of  Ward  7  offered  an  order — That 
Feb.  22  next  be  granted  as  a  holiday  to  all  persons 
employed  by  the  city,  without  loss  of  pay,  except 
members  of  the  police,  fire  and  ferry  depart- 
ments, and  others  whose  services  are  absolutely 
required. 

Mr.  Parkman  asked  if  Feb.  22  was  not  a  legal 
holiday,  and  the  President  said  it  was  not  so  far 
as  he  knew. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  the  order  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  cause  bells 
to  be  rung  and  flags  to  be  displayed  ou  Monday, 
Feb.  22,  1880,  in  commemoration  of  the  birthday 
of  George  Washington;  the  expense.attending  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  tor  Inci- 
dentals. 

Mr.  Whitmore  hoped  that  would  go  over  also, 
as  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion  in 
regard  to  ringing  the  bells,  which  had  been  voted 
a  nuisance,  and  this  proposition  was  a  step  back- 
ward. He  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Attention  beingcalled  to  the  fact  by  Mr.  Healy 
that  the  22d  of  February  came  on  Sunday,  the 
order  was  amended  to  read  Feb.  23,  instead  of  22. 

Mr.  Lauten  thought  it  would  be  in  order  to 
have  a  committee  appointed  to  find  out  whether 
the  23d  of  February  was  a  legal  holiday. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting. 

WORK   FOR  THE   UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order — That 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  ordinance  or  otherwise 
that  all  laborers  to  be  employed  on  public  work 
shall  be  selected  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
unemployed  in  each  ward;  such  number  of  unem- 
ployed to  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  a  book 
to  be  kept  by  the  City  Clerk  wherein  he  shail  en- 
ter the  names  of  every  person  desiring  employ- 
ment and  also  add  the  "length  of  time  said  party 
has  resided  in  this  city,  whether  married  or  single, 
with  the  number  of  his  family  (if  any),  whether 
previously  in  the  employ  of  the  city;  and  if  so,  in 
what  department,  and  any  other  necessary  par- 
ticulars; and  also  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
requiring  all  heads  of  departmems  and  other'par- 
ties  employing  laborers  oh  city  work  to  select 
their  employes  from  among  the  names  entered  in 
said  book,  if  they  shall  be  qualified,  and  requiring 
the  City  Clerk  to  report  monthly  to  the  City  Gov- 
ernment the  names  of  all  persons  employed,  with 
the  wards  in  which  they  reside,  so  that  the  public 
work  may  be  equitably  distributed  and  not  be 
monopolized  by  a  few  privileged  parties. 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order — That  the 
Superintendent  of  Health  be  authorized  during 
the  present  municipal  year,  to  make  contracts, 
subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Committee  on 
Health,  for  the  purchase  of  such  quantities  of  hay 
and  grain,  and  for  such  stock  and  supplies  as  his 
department  may  from  time  to  time  require. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading  and  laid  over. 

SHOES  FOR  POOR   SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

Mr.  Rogers  of  Ward  22  offered  an  order — That 
the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  be  authorized  and  re- 
quested to  furnish  to  such  of  our  public  school 
children  as  are  obliged  to  stay  from  school  for 
want  of  proper  covering  for  their  feet,  suitable 
shoes,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  attend  school, 
such  shoes  to  be  delivered  on  presentation  of  an 
order  from  their  school  teacher,  and  the  board  to 
be  satisfied  as  to  the  inability  of  the  parents  or 
guardians  to  provide  the  same. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the 
Poor.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  requesting  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers to  report  in  relation  to  the  Federal-street  fire, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  include  his 
order  in  regard  to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Plimpton  suggested  that  the  two  were  sepa- 
rate, and  the  President  said  Mr.  Lauten  could 
make  his  motion  separately. 


Mr.  Plimpton's  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 
Sent  up. 

Mr.  Lauten  renewed  his  motion  to  reconsider 
the  order  in  regard  to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings, 
making  a  report  concerning  the  fire.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  order  in  regard  to  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  was  passed,  hoping  it  would  not  pre- 
vail.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  directed  to  petition  the 
General  Court  at  its  present  session  for  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  incorporating  the  City  Hospital 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Sent  up. 

BADGES. 

Mr.  Maguire    offered   an    order   that   Messrs. 

be  a  committee  to  procure  suitable 

badges  for  such  members  of  the  Common  Council 
as  may  apply  for  the  same;  the  cost  of  said  badges 
not  exceeding  is5  each,  to  be  charged  to  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Maguire  said  this  order  had  been  left  on 
his  desk,  and  he  supposed  it  was  there  to  be  in- 
troduced. 

Mr.  Christal  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
limiting  the  expense  to  §5;  also  that  the  commit- 
tee consist  of  five  members. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

The  motion  to  make  the  committee  five  mem- 
beis  was  lost. 

Mr.  Coe  asked  Mr.  Christal  for  reasons  in  re- 
gard to  not  limiting  the  cost,  and  Mr.  Christal 
said  he  desired  to  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Ward  thought  this  an  important  matter 
which  should  lie  over,  and  moved  to  lay  upon  the 
table.    Lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  that  the  order  would 
go  over  anyway,  and  as  it  generally  creates  de- 
bate, he  hoped  it  would  be  allowed  to  be  ordered 
to  a  second  reading,  and  go  over  to  the  next  meet- 
ing, when  the  members  are  fresh  and  ready  to 
debate  it. 

The  amendment  striking  out  five  dollars  was 
lost.  The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
and  laid  over. 

PUBLIC   GARDEN  POND. 

Mr.  Plimpton  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  be  re- 
quested to  cause  the  pond  in  the  Public  Garden 
to  be  kept  in  proper  condition  during  the  present 
season;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading  and  laid  over. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
three  orders  offered  by  him  referring  certain 
matters  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Lost. 
Severally  sent  up. 

Mr.  Wheeler  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
order  in  regard  to  City  Hospical.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  order 
by  which  certain  moneys  were  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  School  Board.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  order 
referring  to  appropriate  cciimittees  topics  in  the 
Mayor's  address.    Lost.     Sent  up. 

INDEX    OF    THE    PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Clerk  of  Committees  be  instructed  to 
prepare,  and  to  print  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Printing,  a 
classified  index  of  names  and  subjects  to  the 
twelve  volumes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  City 
Council  (1868  to  1879,  inclusive);  the  expense,  not 
to  exceed  §500,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals.  Ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  laid  over. 

NEW  COURT   HOUSE. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  directed  to  protest  against 
the  passage  of  an  act  by  the  General  Court  at  its 
present  session,  giving  full  power  and  authority 
to  three  persons  to  take  by  purchase  or  otherwise 
so  much  land  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  with- 
in the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
thereon  a  Court  House. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  moved  to  amend  Mr. 
Wheeler's  order  by  adding  the  following: 
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"And  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  ask  that  author- 
ity be  granted  the  City  Council  to  take  lands  for 
court  houses. 

Mr.  Parkman  hoped  that  order  would  go  over 
until  the  next  meeting,  when  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee might  report  on  this  question,  and  he 
moved  to  specially  assign.  The  motion  to  assign 
was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the 
vote;  the  Council  was  divided— 22  for,  22  against 
— and  the  question  came  upon  giving  the  order  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Wheeler— This  act  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Legislature,  is  a  most  extraordinary  one,  and 
I  cannot  see  how  any  one  can  look  upon  it  other- 
wise. It  proposes  to  give  three  persons  power  to 
take  the  land  and  compel  the  city  of  Boston  to 
pay  the  expense,  taking  the  matter  entirely  out  of 
the  hands  of  both  branches  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  it  appears  to  me  no  one  can  have  but 
one  view  upon  t-he  subject.  These  three  persons 
would  have  the  right  to  take  the  most  valuable 
land  in  Boston,  and  we  should  be  obliged  to  pay 
the  bills. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman  from  "Ward  9 
had  not  the  faintest  idea  of  the  damage  he  was 
doing  when  he  made  the  motion.  I  don't  under- 
stand the  Committee  on  Judiciary  will  be  likely 
to  report  at  the  next  meeting.  If  the  gentleman 
understood  the  effect  of  that  motion,  I  hope  the 
Council  will  see  that  this  is  a  proper  order  to  pass 
now. 

Mr.  Bailev  explained  the  effect  of  his  amend- 
ment to  give  the  matter  in  the  control  of  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Hea'v  thought  the  matter  should  lie  over 
to  be  considered  with  the  other  order  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Mayor's  Address  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Parkman  said'  he  fully  understood  the  ef- 
fect of  his  motion.  Members  did  not  understand 
the  act,  and  he  did  not  understand  it  gave  gen- 
eral power  to  rake  land,  but  only  to  choose  a 
site.  Something  has  got  to  be  done  about  a  Court 
House  this  vear. 

Mr.  Whiturore  read  a  notice  that  the  Judiciary 
Committee  at  the  State  House  would  give  a  hear- 
ing on  this  matter  on  Wednesday  next. 


Mr.  Bailey— As  I  understand  the  bill  it  author- 
izes the  appointment  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
three  commissioners  who  are  authorized  to  select 
a  site  and  take  the  land,  and  the  bills  are  to  be 
paid  by  the  city  of  Boston.  The  City  Council  of 
Boston  is  the  proper  body  either  to  select  those 
commissioners  or  take  the  land,  and  it  was  with 
that  idea  that  I  offered  the  amendment.  At  pres- 
ent if  the  city  could  agree  with  the  owner  of  any 
land  eligible  for  the  Court  House  it  can  make  a 
bargain  and  buy  it.  The  only  effect  of  this  act  is 
to  grant  the  City  Council  authority  to  take  land 
when  the  owner  is  not  willing  to  sell.  I  submit 
that  power  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  City 
Council,  rather  than  in  the  hands  of  three  per- 
sons appointed  by  the  Supreme  Court  or  any  per- 
son outside  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Parkman — I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  advocating  the  act  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. I  am  not  certain  what  it  intends  to 
carry  out.  I  don't  believe  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  are.  I  desire  that  this  Coun- 
cil shall  not  rush  blindly  into  a  matter  on  which 
there  is  no  haste.  The  Council  will  readily  see 
that  no  State  committee  is  going  to  decide  so  im- 
portant a  question  at  one  hearing,  and  it  will  do 
no  injury  to  the  city  of  Boston  by  postponing 
consideration  for  one  week. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  read  the  proposed  bill  quite 
carefully  and  it  gives  the  three  commissioners 
power  to  take  land.  It  struck  me  as  palpably 
improper  to  take  this  important  matter  from 
both  branches  of  the  City  Government. 

Mr.  Healy — I  think  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  should  not  be  attached  to 
the  order.  It  will  not  be  likely  to  pass  the  other 
branch. 

Mr.  Bailey  thought  there  could  be  no  hesita- 
tion in  the  mind  of  any  one  as  to  the  desirability 
of  preventing  the  passage  of  the  bill  proposed. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  Bailey's  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the 
order  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Bailey  moved 
a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.     Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer  of 
Ward  18. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    86,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
Superior  Criminal  Court,  February  term. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

"Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Bundle  Hay  and 
Straw — W.  Foster  Wade.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Bradlev  Fertilizer  Company,  to  en- 
large a  wooden  building  on  East  Swett  street, 
near  Magazine  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  J.  Don- 
nelly &  Sons,  for  permission  to  post  bills  on 
fences  at  corner  of  Eliot  street  and  Columbus  ave- 
nue. 

To  the  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries.  East 
Boston  Trade  Association,  for  a  location  of  a  ferry 
slip  at  foot  of  State  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  E.  Woods  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  land 
taken  on  Western  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Julia  Mur- 
phy, to  be  paid  lor  personal  injuries  sustained  on 
Whitney  street,  Dec.  25,  1879. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Joseph  Gahn,  for  leave  to  occupy  brick 
stable  for  six  horses  on  Mechanic  street,  Charles- 
town;  Richard  Stoyle,  to  occupy  new  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse,  at  283  Heath  street,  Ward  23; 
Devereux  &  Meserve,  to  occupy  new  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Fuller  street,  corner  Milton 
avenue,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  James  Fair- 
weather  et  al.,  for  lamps  on  East  Second  and  P 
stieets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  George  Ellis  et 
al.,  that  Boston  street  be  macadamized  from 
"Washington  street  to Upham's Corner;  W.  H.West 
et  al.,  that  Neponset  avenue  be  put  in  order  at 
Pope's  Hill;  R.  M.  Pulsifer  &  Co.  et  al,,  that  Will- 
iams court  be  paved  with  asphalt  blocks;  Central 
Wharf  and  Wet  Dock  Corporation,  for  the  occa- 
sional use  of  a  portioo  of  sidewalk  of  At- 
lantic avenue  under  proper  regulations;  Henry 
Smith  et  al.,  for  a  plank  walk  from  Grove  Hall  to 
the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Bridge  on 
Washington  street;  S.  S.  Learnard  et  al.,  that 
Western  avenue  be  constructed  at  its  proper 
width  and  graded,  etc.;  John  Robie  et  al.,  that 
Forest  Hills  avenue,  Santord,  Temple  and  Cedar 
streets,  Dorchester,  be  put  in  order;  A.  B.  Yetter 
&  Co.,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
Roxbury;  Richard  Holmes  et  al.,  that  Heath 
street  be  put  in  order,  and  that  a  plank  walk  be 
laid  on  the  westerly  side;  Jacob  Fottler  et  al. ,t\i&t 
Glen  road,  from  Walnut  avenue  to  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  be  put  in  order  for  public  travel: 
W.  F.  Warren  et  al.,  that  Rockland  street,  Ward 
25,  be  put  in  order  for  travel;  Martin  Lynch,  for  a 

6 lank  sidewalk  on  Hyde  Park  avenue,  and  on  Mt. 
[ope  street;  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery, 
that  Back  street,  between  Walkhill  street 
and  Ashland  street,  be  graded;  C.  S.  Perhain 
et  al,,  that  Temple  street,  West  Roxbury,  be 
graded  and  gravelled;  Abbott  Lawrence  et  al., 
that  Walkhill  street,  from  Back  street  to  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  be  put  in  order;  Richards  Bradley, 
trustee,  for  leave  to  connect  two  buildings  on 
Avery  street  with  a  foot-bridge  or  fire-escape; 
Edward  A.  Macdonald  et  al.,  that  Metropolitan 
avenue,  Ward  23,  be  gravelled,  etc.;  E.J.Baker 
et  al.,  that  River  street,  Ward  24,  may  be  graded 
and  completed  to  its  full  width;  Thomas  F.  Law- 
rence, for  a  ciosswalk  on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  at 
Maywood  street;  Middlesex  Railroad  Company, 
for  tracks  in  Park,  Common  and  Adams  streets; 
sdso  for  change  of  tracks  in  Charlestown  square 
and  at  junction  of  Main  and  Bunker  Hill  streets; 
Lucius  Newell  etal.,  for  a  crosswalk  on  Hudson 
street,  between  Harvard  and  Oak  streets;  J.  H. 
Upham  et  al.,  that  Boston  street,  from  Washington 
Village  to  Upham's Corner,be macadamized;  Mary 
Nixon  et  al.,  that  Boston  street  be  put  in  order; 
F.  A.  Peters  et  al.,  that  Boylston  street, 
Ward   23,    be    put    in   order;    R.     L.     Framp- 


ton  et  al.,  that  Neponset  avenue  be  put  in 
order;  B.  F.  Sturtevant  et  al.,  that  Union  avenue 
be  macadamized;  Patrick  Crosby  et  al.,  that 
Keyes  street  be  graded,  etc.;  George  Weber  et  al.r 
that  Canterbury  street  be  put  in  order:  J.  H.  Cary 
et  al.,  that  New  Williams  street  be  graded;  George 
W.  Goodale  et  al.,  that  Madison  street  be  put  in 
order;  W.  E.  Abbott  et  al.,  that  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
from  Wales  street  to  Walknill  street,  be  put  in 
order;  John  Murphy  et  al.,  that  Seventh  street, 
between  B  and  D  streets,  be  macadamized;  Ben- 
jamin Jarves  et  al.,  that  Fourth  street,  between 
Dorchester  and  Atlantic  streets,  be  paved  with, 
granite  blocks. 

MISCELLANEOUS     PAPERS      FROM      THE      COMMON 
COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Overseers  of  Poor  to  furnish  poor  pu- 
pils of  the  public  schools  with  suitable  shoes.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Overseers  of  Poor  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  re- 
port on  expediency  of  repairing  the  Chapman 
Schoolhouse.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  Board  of  Police 
CoMimissioners  to  expend  from  the  appropriation 
for  Police  such  sums  as  may  be  required  to  pro- 
vide pensions  for  retired  policemen.  Order  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  incorporation  of 
the  City  Hospital.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Ordinances  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Health  upon  the  work 
of  keeping  crosswalks  clear  of  snow  and  mud. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor,  also  the  passage  of,  the  order 
to  heliotype  Lamb's  map  of  original  Boston 
grants.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Request  of  Trustees  of  Public  Library  for  larger 
provision  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Soutlx 
End  branch  of  that  institution.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Library  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  that 
the  order  proposing  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
divorce  from  the  City  Council  all  control  over 
school  expenditures  ought  not  to  pass.  Accepted 
in  concurrence. 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands  (City  Doc.  10);  annual  report  of  Citj  Sur- 
veyor (City  Doc.  11);  annual  report  of  Commis- 
sioner on  Cambridge  Bridges  (City  Doc.  12). 
Severally  placed  on  hie. 

Request  of  School  Committee  for  better  accom- 
modations for  evening  schools.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  ask  for  an  act  to 
require  the  School  Committee  to  confine  their  ex- 
penditures within  the  appropriations  made  by 
the  City  Council.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  re- 
port the  occasion,  ana  the  cause  of  extension,  of 
the  recent  fire  in  Federal  street;  and  order  to  re- 
scind so  much  of  the  order,  already  passed,  as  re- 
quired the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  make  a  simi- 
lar report.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  an 
act  to  allow  the  city  of  Boston  to  agree  with  the 
officers  of  Harvard  University  upon  the  case  of 
the  Arnold  Arboretum,  etc.  Order  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing 
that  in  all  bids  for  proposals  none  shall  be  received 
from  non-residents  of  this  State— and  if  proposals 
must  be  accepted  from  parties  who  are  non-resi- 
dents, then  the  contractors  shall  employ  none  but 
permanent  residents  of  Boston,  etc.  Indefinitely 
postponed,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing 
a  record  to  be  kept  in  the  City  Clerk  s  department, 
where  books  shall  be  kept  containing  the  names 
of  all  persons  desiring  employment— the  length  of 
time  they  have  resided  in  the  city- whether  married 
orsingle— the  numberof  children, if  any— whether 
previously  employed  or  not— if  so,  in  what  depart- 
ment—and  to  require  all  departments  to  employ 
such  registeied  laborers;  the  City  Clerk  to  report 
monthly  to  the  City  Council  the  names  of  all  per- 
sons employed  aud  the  wards  where  they  live, 
etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Indefinitely  postponed  on  motion 
ol  Alderman  Slade,  who  said— I  will  say  that  since 
I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Board  we  have  had 
a  good  many  ridiculous  orders  come  before  us, 
but  I  never  saw  one  so  ridiculous  as  this  in  any 
shape. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  repealing  or  enforcing 
the  portion  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  streets 
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-which  requires  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to 
keep  a  set  ot  books  with  cost  of  materials  and  ex- 
penditures, and  names  of  parties  who  furnish 
material,  and  of  all  workmen,  and  the  amount 
paid  to  each,  etc.,  and  to  report  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

Alderman  Slade— I  believe  the  ordinance  that 
this  refers  to  is  complied  with.  The  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets  keeps  the  books  and  accounts 
here  referred  to.  The  names  of  employes 
are  recorded  in  these  books,  and  are  reported 
to  the  Auditor  monthly.  I  don't  believe 
the  ordinance  ever  required  these  reports  to  be 
printed  and  placed  before  the  City  Council  quar- 
terly, as  this  order  would  seem  to  indicate.  The 
Auditor  places  before  us  his  monthly  exhibit, 
which  shows  just  how  much  has  been  expended. 
If  any  member  of  the  City  Council  wants  to  see 
the  books  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
can  do  so.  I  think  the  Aldermen  have  work 
enough  to  do  without  bothering  themselves  with 
these  matters. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  order  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

ELECTIONS. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  A  report  came 
down  nominating  Alderman  Walbridge  and  Coun- 
cilmen  Lauten  and  Brown  as  trustees~of  Mt  Hope 
Cemetery.  Accepted,  and  an  election  ordered. 
Alderman  Walbridge  received  11  votes  and  Coun- 
cilmen  Lauten  and  Brown  12  each,  and  they  were 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Director  for  Public  Institutions.  A.  certificate 
came  down  of  the  election  of  John  Taylor  as  Di- 
rector for  Public  Institutions  in  place  of  Paul  H. 
Kendricken  cuosen  by  this  Board.  A  ballot  was  had, 
Mr.  Kendricken  received  nine  votes  and  Mr.  Tay- 
lor three,  and  Mr.  Kendricken  was  elected  in  non- 
concurrence.    Sent  down. 

NEW  COURT     HOCSE. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  Mayor  to  enter  a 
protest  against  the  passage  of  a  bill  submitted 
to  the  Legislature  for  appointment  by  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  three  Commissioners  on  subject 
of  a  Court  House  site;  also  to  request  the  Mayor 
to  ask  for  authority  to  enable  the  City  Council  to 
select  and  take  land  for  a  Court  House  site. 

Alderman  Flynn  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone, 
and  said  he  should  offer  the  following,  which  he 
requested  the  Chairman  to  read: 

The  special  committee  of  this  Board  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  W.  Paine  and 
others,  in  relation  to  a  new  Court  House  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  respectfully  represent  that  the 
power  given  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  by  chapter 
306,  acts  of  1867,  to  take  or  purchase  land  for  a 
Court  House,  has  been  exhausted,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  procure  additional  legislation  before 
this  Board  can  take  any  action  in  regard  to  select- 
ing a  site. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  your  committee  respect- 
fully recommend  that  application  be  made  to 
the  present  Legislature  for  a  renewal  of  the 
power  granted  by  the  aforesaid  statute. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  an  act  is  now  under  consideration 
which  contemplates  the  appointment  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  three  commissioners,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selecting  a  Court  House  site,  with  power 
to  purchase  or  take  land  wherever  they  may  deem 
expedient. 

This  extraordinary  measure,  if  adopted,  will 
give  to  three  persons  the  power  to  select  a  site  for 
a  Court  House,  without  regard  to  cost  or  the 
wishes  of  the  community,  and  force  the  city  to 
pay  for  the  same,  whether  its  financial  condition 
will  warrant  the  expenditure  or  not. 

Your  committee  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  Board  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
to  oppose  the  measure,  as  being  contrary  to  the 
public  interests,  and  to  that  end  would  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing resolves  and  orders. 

For  the  Committee, 
James  J.  Flynn,  Chairman. 

Whereas,  A  bill  has  been  presented  in  the  Legis- 
lature giving  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Couit  authority  to  appoint  a  commission  of  three 
persons,  who  shall  be  empowered  to  select  a  site 
for  a  Court  House  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  it  is 
hereby 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  the 
proposed  measure  is  unwise  and  inexpedient,  in- 
asmuch as  it  gives  to  an  irresponsible  commis- 
sion, not  accountable  to  the  people,  the  power  to 
involve  the  city  in  a  large  expenditure,  and  In- 


crease the  burden  of  taxation,  without  allowing 
the  citizens  and  taxpayers  or  their  representa- 
tives a  voice  in  the  matter. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  the 
measure  proposes  an  unjust  and  unwarranted 
interference  with  our  municipal  affairs  and  the 
right  of  local  self-government,  and  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor,  in  behalf  of 
this  Board,  acting  as  County  Commissioners,  be 
directed  to  appear  before  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature  in  opposition  to  the 
proposed  act,  giving  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  power  to  appoint  commissioners 
to  procure  a  site  for  a  Court  House  in  the  County 
of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  special  committee  of  this 
Board  on  new  Court  House  be  authorized  to  apply 
to  the  General  Court,  at  its  present  session,  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  acting  as  County  Commissioners,  to 
take  and  hold,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  so  much 
land  as  said  Board  may  deem  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  Court  House  for  the  use  of 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  for  a  Court  House  yard 
for  the  same. 

The  order  from  the  other  branch  was  indefinite- 
ly postponed. 

The  resolves  and  orders  submitted  by  Alder- 
man Flynn  were  passed. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  fol- 
lowing; 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address 
as  relates  to  a  new  Court  House  be  referred  to  the 
special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on 
the  subject  of  a  new  Court  House. 

That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  public  records  be  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  County  Ac- 
counts. 

Passed. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session,  Alderman  Flynn 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  last  meeting 
whereby  was  passed  an  order  for  the  Mayor  to 
petition  for  an  act  to  give  power  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  take  land  for  a  Court  House  site.  The  re- 
consideration prevailed,  and  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Flynn  the  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

TOPICS  IN  THE  MAYOR'S  ADDRESS. 

A  report  came  down  with  an  order  referring 
the  topics  in  the  Mayor's  address  to  the  appropri- 
ate committees.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

The  Chairman  appointed  the  following  special 
committees  named  in  the  order: 

Revision  of  Charter  —  Aldermen  Viles  and 
Slade. 

Celebration  of  250th  Anniversary  of  Settlement 
of  Boston — Aldermen  Flynn  and  Whitten. 

Sent  down. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following: 

Order — That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  inaugural 
address  as  relates  to  harbor  defences  be  referred 
to  a  joint  special  committee,  consisting  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  and  two  members 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  President  and 
two  members  of  the  Common  Council;  and  that 
said  committee  be  authorized  to  take  such  meas- 
ures as  they  may  deem  expedient  to  obtain  from 
the  National  Government  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  the  defences  of  Boston  Har- 
bor; the  expense,  if  any,  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 
Passed — yeas  12,  nays  0— and  Aldermen  Flynn  and 
Whitten  were  appointed  on  said  committee.  Sent 
down. 

Alderman  Flynn  stated  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Mayor  to  have  sent  in  a  special  mes- 
sage on  the  subject  of  harbor  defences  this  after- 
noon, but  was  prevented  by  sickness.  The  time  is 
getting  short,  and  it  had  been  thought  best  to 
offer  this  order. 

PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

A  report  of  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
came  down  with  an  order  to  petition  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  to  limit  the  expenditures  of  School 
Committee  to  the  appropriations  by  the  City 
Council.     Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

There  also  came  down  a  report  of  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  that  the  order  proposing  the 
passage  of  a  law  to  divorce  from  the  City  Council 
all  control  over  school  expenditures  ought  not  to 
pass.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

A  report  came  down  with  an  order  to  provide 
$118,133  for  School  Committee  by  transfer  of  cer- 
tain sums  from  other  appropriations. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 
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Alderman  O'Brien — Mr.  Chairman:  As  the  mem- 
ber of  the  Finance  Committee  from  this  branch, 
1  think  I  ought  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  relation  to 
the  present  order.  1  intend  to  vote  for  it,  but  I 
intend  to  place  on  record  my  protest  against  it.  I 
protest  against  the  extravagance  of  the  School 
Board,  not  only  this  year,  but  for  a  series  of  years, 
by  which  millions  of  dollars  have  been  uselessly 
expended.  I  say  that  millions  of  dollars  have 
been  expended  by  the  extravagance  of  the  School 
Board,  and  I  think  I  can  present  a  few  facts  and 
figures  to  show  the  correctness  of  this  statement. 
I  also  protest  against  any  board  or  department  of 
the  City  Government  coming  here  at  the  end  of  a 
financial  year  and  asking  for  so  large  a  sum  of 
money.  I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  every  depart- 
ment of  the  City  Government — and  I  don't  see 
why  the  School  Board  should  be  exempt  from  it — 
to  live  within  the  appropriation  given  to  them 
by  the  City  Council.  The  appropriation  granted 
to  them  at  the  beginning  of  "the  present  financial 
year  was  a  liberal  one  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
We  appropriated  for  their  expenses  during  the 
current  financial  year  $1,400,000,  and  I  guarantee 
to  say  that  that  was  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per 
cent,  more  than  was  appropriated  by  any  other 
town  or  city  in  this  country  with  the  same  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  and  school  children.  In  his- 
address  to  the  City  Council,  in  alluding  to  the  ex- 
pense of  the  public  schools  the  past  year,  the 
Mayor  gave  us  the  following  figures,  which  I  will 
read  for  the  information  of  the  Board,  because  I 
don't  believe  the  citizens  of  Boston,  or  even  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  know  how 
extravagant  an  amount  is  annually  asked  for 
the  public  schools,  and  it  is  time  we  should  talk 
out  plainly  on  this  subject.  The  expenditures  of 
the  School  Board  the  past  year— this  is  taken 
from  the  Mayor's  inaugural  address — were: 

Salaries  of  teachers,  §1,101,251.95;  salariesof  offi- 
cers, §54,421.44;  incidental  expenses,  §251,287.22; 
making  a  total  of  §1,406,900.61. 

Expenditures  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
dings— Incidentals,  §91,088.82;  schoolhouses  and 
lots,  §296,859.10. 

Total  expenditure  for  schools  in  1879  is  §1,794,- 
908.53. 

I  don't  believe  any  city  in  the  country  can  show 
a  record  like  that.  One  million  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four  thousand  dollars  for  the  expend- 
itures in  one  year  for  schools  !  But  this  is  not  all. 
On  the  1st  of  January  there  was  paid  from  our 
treasury  on  account  of  school  expenditures— for 
debt  incurred  on  account  of  schoolhouses — $608,- 
000.  Present  appropriation  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  appropriation  for  the  current  year,. 
$118,133.  So  that  when  we  have  passed  this  appro- 
priation we  shall  actually  have  paid  from  our 
treasury  for  our  schools  the  past  year  §2,521,041.53. 

It  is  true  that  the  present  School  Board  and  the 
present  City  Council  are  not  responsible  for  the 
expenditures  of  the  §608,000  I  have  mentioned. 
That  was  a  debt  contracted  ten  years  atro,  which 
has  just  matured.  But  it  ought  to  be  placed  on 
record  that  in  one  year — and  that  is  the  past  year 
—we  have  actually  paid  §2,521,000  for  the  expenses 
incurred  in  carrying  on  our  public  schools.  Now 
if  gentlemen  will  refer  to  page  219  of  the  Auditor's 
report— and  I  would  advise  the  members  to  look 
over  that  page  very  carefully  in  their  leisure 
hours,  during  the  year  that  they  are  in  the  City 
Government— they  will  see  at  a  glance  how  ex- 
travagant have  been  the  expenditures  for  our 
public  schools,  ?nd  how  the  School  Board  have 
run  up  year  after  year  in  their  expenses.  Take 
the  financial  year  1853-54;  the  expense  was  §11.53. 
per  scholar.  It  goes  on  increasing  year  by  year, 
until  it  reaches  §37.11  per  scholar,  and  the  last 
financial  year,  1878-79,  it  was  §28.53  per 
scholar.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  guarantee  that 
the  parents  of  the  children  who  were  in  our  public 
schools  in  1853-54  can  testify  to  the  fact  that  when 
the  School  Board  expended  §11.23  per  scholar,  the 
schools  were  equal,  if  not  superior  to  those  when 
the  expense  has  been  §28.53  per  head.  I  want  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  some  other 
facts.  In  the  eleven  years  from  1854  to  1865,  the 
number  of  pupils  in  our  public  schools  was  277,341." 
The  average  cost  per  scholar  in  those  eleven  years 
was  §14.10.  These  eleven  years  covered  the  period 
when  evervthing  was  up  to  very  extravagant 
prices.  From  1854  to  1865  covered  the  prices  dur- 
ing the  war  times,  and  our  expenditures  for  that 
period  were  §14.10  per  scholar.  Well,  now,  let 
us  take  the  following  fifteen  years,  during  most 
of  which  time  we  have  been  at  peace,  when  the 
expenses  of  living  have  been  reduced,  when  the 
necessaries  of  life  have  been  lower  than  they  ever 


were  before  within  my  remembrance,  when  every- 
thing, every  article  of  provisions,  and  what  we 
eat  and  wear,  were  actually  lower  than  they  have 
been  for  years.  What  has  been  the  result? 
In  the  following  fifteen  years,  1865  to  1879.  the 
pupils  in  our  public  schools  have  increased  to 
590,368,  and  the  average  cost  per  scholar  increased 
to  §29.48.  While  the  average  cost  of  the  eleven 
years,  including  the  period  when  we  were  at  war,, 
and  everything  was  run  up  to  the  very  highest 
point,  the  average  cost  of  a  scholar  in  our  public 
schools  was  §14.10;  during  the  past  fifteen  years 
the  average  cost  of  a  scholar  in  these  schools  has 
bSen  §29.48,  or  more  than  double  the  cost  of  the 
previous  eleven  years,  and  the  average  increase 
has  been  §18.38  a  scholar.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  eleven  years  when  the  average  cost  of  a  schol- 
ar was  §14.10  a  head,  embrace  a  period  when  the 
parents  of  the  children  in  our  schools  today  were 
scholars  themselves,  and  I  will  guaranteeto  say 
that  those  parents  will  testify  almost  unanimous- 
ly that  when  they  were  in  the  schools  they  were 
as  well  conducted  as  they  are  now.  As  one  of 
those  parents,  I  will  go  farther,  and  say  that  the 
children  I  now  have  in  the  public  schools  are 
not  instructed  so  well  in  everything  that  is 
practical  as  they  were  when  the  cost  was  only 
§14.10.  There  is  another  fact.  The  School  Board 
have  not  attempted  to  economize  this  year.  They 
have  not  given  us  the  least  encouragement  that 
tbey  meant  to  do  it.  They  have  entered  into  aeon- 
tract  for  the  supply  of  school  books  that  will  en- 
tail an  unlimited  expense  on  the  city  and  a.  heavy 
burden  upon  the  taxpayers.  All  a  child  has  to  do 
now — and  it  is  very  common  talk — is  to  go  to> 
school  for  two  or  three  weeks  and  get  a  new  set 
of  books  for  nothing.  These  books  are  forced  on 
them.  I  know  a  few  bills  are  sent  to  the  Col- 
lector's Department.  But  who  believes  more  than 
a  very  small  percentage  of  them  will  ever  be  col- 
lected? There  is  another  fact  I  want  to  call  the 
attention  of  this  Board  to,  and  that  is  this:  They 
have  not  only  arranged  their  matters  so  as  to  dis- 
tribute books  free  and  force  them  on  the  chil- 
dren, but  they  have  gone  into  the  publication  of 
books.  They  are  publishing,  or  have  published, 
three  volumes  of  books  this  year,  which  will  cost 
from  six  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  which  might 
have  been  postponed  for  one,  two  or  three  years,, 
and  the  schools  go  on  just  as  well  as  now.  There 
was  no  necessity  for  the  publication  of  these 
books,  and  the  School  Board  have  entered  into 
this  arrangement  knowing  that  their  appropria- 
tion was  hardly  enough  to  carry  them  through  the 
year.  They  have  artually  gone  into  the  publica- 
tion business,  that  will  cost  the  citizens  of  Boston 
six  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  I  suppose  these 
books  will  be  forced  upon  the  children  without 
pay  and  without  price.  The  number  of  scholars 
in  the  schools  in  the  fifteen  years  I  have  referred 
to,  was  590,368;the  increase  per  scholar  was  §18.38. 
What  does  this  increased  cost  amount  to  ?  It 
amounts  to  nothing  more  or  less  than  waste; 
money  thrown  away.  And  what  is  that 
amount  of  money  that  was  thrown  away 
by  the  extravagance  of  the  School  Board  ? 
If  any  Alderman  will  multiply  590,368  scholars  by 
£18.38  increase  per  scholar,  he  will  find  the  sum 
of  §10,850,963,  that  has  been  wasted  in  these  years. 
Ten  millions  of  dollars,  Mr.  Chairman,  or  nearly 
eleven  millions,  wasted  in  fifteen  years!  Well,. 
now,  these  eleven  millions  would  have  paid  for  the 
increased  water  supply  from  Sudbury  River.  If 
we  had  bad  these  eleven  millions  we  might  have 

Eaid  for  the  improved  sewerage  scheme.  If  we 
ad  had  these  eleven  millions  we  could  have 
bought  the  West  Koxbury  park,  and  also  estab- 
lished a  water  park  in  South  Boston,  and  then 
had  a  balance  left.  This  is  what  we  have  lost  by 
these  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  School 
Department.  When  a  scheme  is  presented  be- 
fore us  like  an  additional  water  supply,  improved 
sewerage,  the  purchase  of  the  West  Roxbury 
park,  or  the  South  Boston  water  park,  we  feel 
too  poor  to  go  into  it,  and  one  reason  we  feel  so 
poor  is  the  extravagant  expenditures  of  our  de- 
partments, particularly  the  School  Board  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  I  might  say  also 
that  the  city  of  Brooklyn  with  a 
population  double  that  of  Boston,  only  expends 
§863,092  for  schools— only  about  one-half  the 
School  Board  want  this  year  for  the  public  schools 
of  Boston.  Baltimore,  with  a  population  of  four 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  and  that  city  has 
increased  very  largely  in  population  within  a  few 
years,  expended  last  year,  from  January  to  Janu- 
ary, §599,000,  and  the  amount  they  ask  for  1880- 
is  only  §640,000.    Philadelphia,    with  a  population 
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of  eight  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  expends 
about  $900,000.  Boston,  with  three  hundred  and 
seventy-Jive  thousand  inhabitants,  will  expend 
$1,518,133,  and  the  School  Board  will  have  hardly 
enough  money  to  come  out  clear.  When  this 
matter  was  under  consideration  in  the  Common 
Council,  Mr.  Henry  F.  Coe  of  Ward  23,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Common  Council,  who  is  also  well  known  as 
the  treasurer  of  one  of  the  largest  corporations 
in  the  city,  made  the  following  very  sensible  and 
truthful  remarks,  which  are  worth  repeating,  and 
I  shall  trouble  the  Hoard  to  read  .hem,  because  I 
am  afraid,  gentlemen,  you  have  n't  given  the  at- 
tention to  the  matter  it  deserves: 

"I  have  been  looking  over  the  figures  with  some 
interest  as  to  the  cost  of  our  schools  in  the  last 
few  years,  and  I  ask  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Council  to  them.  For  the  year  ending  April 
30, 1879,  which  is  the  last  financial  year,  the  total 
cost  of  school  expenses,  excluding  new  school- 
houses,  was  §1,519,000.  There  were  53,262  scholars, 
including  3562  in  the  evening  schools.  For  the 
financial  year  1853-54  the  cost  of  school  ex- 
penses was  8252,000,  aiKi  there  were  22,528  schol- 
ars. If  the  cost  for  1878-79  had  been  the  same  for 
each  scholar  as  in  1853-51,  the  schools  would  have 
cost  $598,000  instead  of  $1,519,000,  or  $921,000  less. 
This  amount,  if  saved,  would  have  reduced  the 
tax  rate  very  nearly  a  dollar  and  a  half  on  a  thou- 
sand, and  taken  nearly  one-eighth  off  every  man's 
tax  bill.  In  other  words,  while  the  scholars  have 
increased  137  per  cent.,  the  amount  of  expense 
annually  has  increased  500  per  cent.  If  it  is 
said  that  1854  is  going  back  too  far,  we  will  come 
forward  ten  years,  to  the  financial  year  1803-64, 
which  gentlemen  will  remember  was  about  the 
time  gold  was  bearing  its  highest  premium,  when 
all  the  costs  of  living  were  high.  Take  1864 — the 
number  of  scholars  was  26,961,  and  the  cost  of  the 
schools  was  $465,000.  If  the  cost  per  scholar  had 
been  the  same  in  1879  as  in  18  4,  the  School  Board 
would  have  spent  $919,000,  instead  of  $1,519,000. 
This  basis  of  expenditures  would  have  saved  the 
taxpayers  $600,000,  or  nearly  one  dollar  on  a  thou- 
sand. '  So  that  from  1804,  the  number  of  scholars 
has  increased  100  per  cent.,  and  the  expenditures 
for  schools  237  per  cent.  It  is  true  that  the  board 
made  some  saving  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years.  They  have  reduced  the  cost  per  scholar 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  making  some 
considerable  saving.  But  they  have  evidently 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  have  gone  as  far 
as  they  can,  for  their  estimates,  as  submitted  this 
year,  i879-80,  exceeded  the  expenditures  of  the 
previous  year  about  $138,000.  It  has  been  stated 
that  they  have  made  two  reductions  of  salaries 
of  instructors.  They  have,  I  believe,  made  re- 
ductions at  two  different  times;  but  when  gentle- 
men come  to  look  into  the  matter,  they  will  find 
that  the  reductions  have  been  very  slight.  They 
have  adopted  a  sliding  scale  of  salaries,  so  that 
when  a  teacher  enters  upon  his  duties  he  re- 
ceives less  salary,  but  there  is  a  gradual  increase 
for  five  years.  Looking  at  the  salaries  paid  now 
to  instructors  in  the  fourth  grade,  the  highest 
amount  ever  pais  for  that  grade  of  teachers  was 
$750.  The  amount  paid  this  year  to  that  grade  of 
teachers — those  who  have  been  connected  with 
the  school  rive  years — is  $744,  and  the  amount  paid 
those  teachers  aggregates  nearly  one-half  the 
whole  amount  paid  to  the  instructors.  So  there 
has  been  a  reduction  of  less  than  one  per  cent,  on 
salaries  in  that  case.  Take  the  highest  grade  of 
masters,  and  I  think  the  reduction  has  been  five 
per  cent.  While  the  Council  has  gone  on  and  re- 
duced the  salaries  in  the  different  departments 
connected  with  City  Hall  all  the  way  from  fifteen 
to,  in  many  cases",  twenty  and  tw'enty-five  per 
cent.,  the  expenditures  in  the  School  Department 
remain  as  they  have  been,  within  a  very  small 
percentage." 

These  facts  are  worth  considering.  We  are  too 
apt  to  vote  money  to  the  School  Board  without 
asking  any  questions.  I  think  their  work  ought 
to  be  criticised  and  scrutinized  as  well  as  that  of 
every  other  department  of  the  City  Government. 
If  any  injury  comes  to  our  public  schools,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  from  the  extravagance  of  the 
School  Board.  They  have  shown  nothing  less 
than  a  system  of  extravagances  for  a  series  of 
years.  It  is  only  a  few  evenings  ago  when  I  at- 
tended a  meeting  of  250  of  the  prominent  mer- 
chants in  this  city,  men  representing  a  business 
of  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Some  years  ago 
Mr.  Philbrick,  then  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools  in  Boston,  was  before  a  committee  of  the 
City   Council,   and   I   asked   him   why     it   was, 


if  I  go  down  to  South  Market  street, 
and  to  North  Market  street,  to  Commercial 
street,  or  to  any  of  the  streets  in 
that  neighborhood,  1  find  the  men  who  fill  the 
prominent  positions  as  merchants  in  that  1  icality 
came  here  from  Maine,  ]Sew  Hampsbire  and  Ver- 
mont years  ago.  It  is  a  tact  that  the  men  who 
were  present  at  that  meeting  a  week  or  two  ago 
came  here  to  seek  their  fortunes  as  young  men 
from  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.  They 
never  had  the  benefit  of  our  public  schools.  I 
made  the  remark  at  that  meeting  that  I  had  no 
doubt  nearly  all  of  the  250  men  present  did  not 
receive  more  than  six  months'  schooling  in  a  year. 
The  collector  of  the  port,  Mr.  Beard,  afterwards 
corrected  me  and  said  the  men  in  tbat  company 
did  not  receive  more  than  three  months'  schooling 
in  a  year,  and  he  was  one  of  them.  It  is  a  fact 
that  the  men  who  fill  these  prominent  positions 
are  not  graduates  of  our  public  schools.  They 
are  men  who  came  here  from  New  Hampshire, 
Maine  and  Vermont,  and  received  but  three 
months'  schooling  in  a  year.  The  President  of  the 
honorable  body  is  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  a  member  of  this  Board,  and  he 
had  to  acknowledge  that  he  came  here 
to  seek  his  fortune.  One  of  the  gentle- 
men asked  the  New  Hampshire  men  at  that 
table  to  stand  up,  and  they  stood  up:  then  he 
asked  the  Maine  men  to  stand  no,  and  they  did 
so;  and  then  the  Vermont  men  stood  up,  and  al- 
most every  man  in  that  room  stood  up  when  one 
of  those  States  was  mentioned.  I  don't  mean  to 
bring  this  forward  as  an  argument  against  our 
public  schools,  but  I  believe  they  go  into  fancy 
studies  too  much  and  neglect  many  things  that 
are  practical,  and  after  we  have  voted  thi  m  four- 
teen hundred  thousand  dollars  in  a  vear,  I  think  I 
am  justified— although  I  shall  vote  "for  the  order 
giving  the  additional  amount  they  ask  for — in 
protesting  against  it. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence — yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Peter  J.  Hughes,  constable,  being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

SPECIAL    ELECTION  IN  WA.KD  TWENTY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Massachusetts 
House  of  Representatives  of  a  vacancy  in  that 
body  by  the  failure  of  an  election  in  the  Twen- 
tieth Suffolk  District. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order— That  a  war- 
rant be  issued  for  the  meeting  of  the  legal  voters 
of  Ward  20  in  this  city,  at  their  several  poll- 
ing places  within  said  ward,  on  Tuesday,  the  10th 
day  of  February,  at  7%  o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and 
there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  one  representa- 
tive to  the  General  Court  from  the  twentieth  dis- 
trict of  Suffolk  County,  to  fill  an  existing  vacancy 
in  said  district.  The  polls  to  be  kept  open  until 
four  o'clock  P.  M.    Passed. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order 
— That  such  of  the  laborers  for  the  city  of  Boston 
as  are  residents  and  legal  voters  in  Ward  20  be 
allowed  sufficient  lime  in  which  to  vote  at  the 
special  election  ordered  in  that  ward  on  the  10th 
day  of  February  next.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  orders  to  pay  for 
land  taken  and  damage  occasioned  by  laying  out 
streets  as  follows-: 

Ann  Hallahan  orHallihan,  trustee,  $3850,widen- 
ing  of  Commercial  street;  John  M.  Way,  S295, 
relocation  of  Columbia  street,  between  Wasbing- 
ton  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Robert  Codman 
and  James  C.  Melvin,  trustees,  and  Edmund 
Quincy  and  Henry  P.  Quincy,  trustees,  £33,000, 
extension  of  Mercantile  street  Irom  Clinton  to 
South  Market  street;  John  M.  Way,  $56,  reloca- 
tion of  Blue  Hill  avenue;  heirs  of  Lucy  D.  Scales, 
$225.75,  relocation  of  Washington  stree't,  at  Bri«h- 
ton,  between  Cambridge  and  Market  streets.     * 

Severally  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  granting  licenses  to  eight 
newsboys.     Accepted. 

HACK  AND  "WAGON  LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  consider  and  report  upon 
the  expediency  of  amending  section  12  of  the 
Regulations  of  this  Board  relative  to  carriages,  so 
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that  transfers  of  hack  and  wagon  licenses  may 
be  signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  Board  authorized  to 
gran;  such  licenses.    Passed. 

TREATMENT   OF  THE  POOR. 

Alderman  Walbridge  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Printing  be  authorized  to  reprint 
City  Document  No.  36,  of  1878,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  $300,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Printing.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

UNION    RAILWAY. 

Alderman  Walbridge  offered  an  order — That 
the  Committee  on  Paving  inquire  and  report 
whether  or  not  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company 
or  the  Union  Railway  Company  are  running  more 
cars  per  hour  upon  their  new  location  in  this  city 
than  the  terms  of  said  location  permit.    Passed. 

CONTRACT   FOR  WATER  PIPES. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Water,  on  request  of  the  Water 
Board,  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order- 
That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  authorized  to 
contract  for  the  delivery  of  the  cast-iron  pipes 
required  for  the  ordinary  use  of  the  Water  De- 
partment during  the  next  financial  year;  the 
amount  of  said  contract,  not  exceeding  $80,000,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  to  be  made  for 
the  financial  year  1880-81,  to  be  divided  as  follows: 
$66,520  to  the  Cochituate  department  and  $13,480 
to  the  Mystic  department.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

CHELSEA  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Bridges  on  the  order  from  last  year 
in  regard  to  Chelsea  Bridge,  recommending  its 
passage  in  a  new  draft  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  present 
session  for  authority  to  widen  Chelsea  Bridge 
from  the  present  line  of  solid  filling  at  the  Mystic 
River  Corporation's  wharf  to  the  northeasterly 
draw,  and  to  relocate  the  draw  piers  of  said  draw. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

FIRE-ALARM  WIRES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Gold 
and  Stock  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to 
attach  a  wire  to  the  fire-alarm  telegraph  poles  on 
Brighton  avenue.    Accepted. 

SOCIAL   LAW  LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Accounts,  on  request  of 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order— That  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Social 
Law  Library,  under  the  provisions  of  section  10, 
chapter  33,  of  the  General  Statutes,  and  chapter 
25  of  the  acts  of  1863,  the  sum  of  $1000,  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  aupropriation  for  the  County 
of  Suffolk.    Passed. 

PROPOSED  PARKS  AT  WEST    ROXBURY    AND   SOOTH 
BOSTON. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  : 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Parks, 
to  whom  was  referred,  among  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  last  year,  the  communication  of  the  Park 
Commissioners  in  relation  to  the  West  Roxbury 
park,  having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to 
report  that  in  their  opinion  it  is  desirable  that  im- 
mediate measures  should  be  taken  to  secure  the 
land  required  for  the  purpose,  and  they  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing order : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  not  less  than  four  hundred  acres  of 
land  for  a  public  park  in  West  Roxbury,  substan- 
tially in  accordance  with  the  plan  submitted  by 
the  Park  Commissioners  in  City  Document  No.  42 
of  1870,  the  sum  of  $850,000,  the  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  debt  to  be  issued  in  negotiating  said 
loan  to  be  denominated  on  the  face  thereof,  "The 
Public  Park  Loan,"  and  to  bear  such  rate  of  in- 
terest and  be  payable  at  such  periods  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  may  determine;  and  the  Park 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  expend 
said  sum  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

Alderman  Flynn  gave  notice  that  when  the 
order  came  up  he  should  offer  an  amendment, 
that  at  least  $150,000  be  added  for  a  park  at  South 
Boston  Point. 


WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, with  an  order  for  a  permit  to  William  L. 
Marks  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  in  the  rear  of 
Cambridge  street,  Ward  25,  near  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad.    Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVIKG  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Order  eiving  notice  to  the  American  Union 
Telegraph  Company  to  remove  the  telegraph 
post  placed  by  said  company  in  the  sidewalk  on 
Dorchester  avenue,  in  front  of  the  Mechanics'  Na- 
tional Bank,  to  the  sidewalk  at  the  intersection  of 
Dorchester  avenue,  Broadway  and  Division 
street.    Passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  edgestpnes  and  sidewalks 
in  sundry  sireets,  with  orders  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  same.    Orders  passed. 

Report  of  leave  lo  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Sewall-Day  Cordage  Company  for  crosswalks  on 
Parker  street.    Accepted. 

Order  to  grade  St.  Botolph,  Albemarle,  Black- 
wood, Cumberland  and  Durham  streets,  as  re- 
cently laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners over  land  of  the  Huntington-avenue  Asso- 
ciates, between  the  Providence  Railroad  and 
Huntington  avenue;  the  estimated  expense  of 
$400  to  be  charged  to  the  unexpended  balance  of 
the  appropriation  for  grading  West  Chester  park, 
etc. 

Alderman  Slade  said  there  were  several  streets 
laid  out  north  of  the  Providence  Railroad  which 
were  not  continuous  with  those  on  the  south  side, 
and  the  owners  have  agreed  to  make  them  par- 
allel with  the  streets  on  the  other  side,  and  this 
order  is  to  move  the  gravel. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

BOXBURY    CANAL. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  continue  the 
work  of  abating  the  Roxbury  Canal  nuisance,  as 
authorized  by  an  order  passed  July  16,  1878,  and 
that  said  committee  be  invested  with  all  the 
powers  and  duties  recited  in  said  order.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Lamps: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  approval 
of  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  during  the  municipal 
year  1880,  to  contract  for  and  purchase  the  oil, 
lamps,  posts,  brackets,  cocks,  burners,  tops,  lan- 
terns, tools,  horses,  harness,  stable  supplies,  and 
such  other  articles  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for 
carrying  on  the  Lamp  Department;  also  to  em- 
ploy such  number  of  men  as  may  be  necessary; 
the  cost  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Lamps.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Lamps  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  visit  Providence, 
New  York,  Philadelphia  and  other  cities,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  into  the  systems  and  meth- 
ods in  like  u.epartrneuts  elsewhere,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
the.  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Lamps.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Lamps  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause  an  addition 
to  be  made  to  the  building  used  for  a  repair  shop 
at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $700;  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Lamp  De- 
partment.   Passed. 

BONDS  FILED. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  Hoard, 
that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  petition  of 
Patrick  Doherty  to  be  released  from  the  bond  of 
James  M.  Walsh,  constable,  said  Walsh  having 
filed  a  new  bond.    Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  $9.98  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  John  B.  Witherhee,  for  a  sewer 
on  Burroughs  street,  on  account  of  over  estimate 
of  land;  that  $20.55  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  Neil  Jacobs's  heirs,  for  a  sewer 
in  North  square,  and  that  the  same  amount  be 
assessed  upon  Robert  Kemp;  that  $41,78  be  abated 
from  the  assessment  levied  upon  F.  J.  Ward,  for 
a  sewer  in  Ward  street,  and  that  the  same  amount 
be  assessed  upon  Fanny  Nathan.    Passed. 
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REPORT  OF  PROBATION  OFFICER. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Probation  Officer  (City 
Doc.  13)  was  received  and  sent  down.    The  work 
of  the  year  was  as  f oilows : 
Number  of  persons  bailed  and  placed  on  pro- 
bation   636 

Numoer  done  well,  and  discharged  by  court 
Number  sent  to  their  homes  out  of  the  city, 

cases  laid  on  file 

Number  sent  to  sea,  cases  laid  on  file 

Number  sent  to  charity  homes,  cases  laid 

on  file y 

Number  surrendered  tor  violation  of  condi- 
tions made  by  court 43 

Number  left  the  city,  and  defaulted  for  non- 
appearance       12 

Number  now  remaining  on  trial  for  reforma- 
tion     106 

536 

Days  in  attendance  at  the  Superior  Court 98 

Days   in   attendance   at  the  Central   Municipal 

Court 353 

Days  in  attendance  at  the  outer  district  courts...    105 

Visits  to  the  city  prison  (each  morning) 417 

Visits  to  the  hi  mes  of  persons  on  probation 649 

Visits  at  my  office  of  persons  on  probation 684 

Amount  of  bail  furnished  for  persons  on 

probation §28,040.00 

Amount  of  costs  paid  at  the  expiration  of 

probation 969.62 

Amount  of  expenditures  in  sending  persons 

out  of  the  State 40.15 

Of  the  536  persons  placed  on  probation,  271  were 
of  American  and  265  of  foreign  birth;  359  were 
males,  177  females;  174  were  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age;  and,  as  far  as  ko own,  about  ninety- 
five  per  cent,  were  first  offences. 
For  stationery,  postage  stamps  and  telegraph- 
ing       819.61 

For  carfares  to  the  outer  districts 11.32 

For  sending  persons  out  of  the  State 40.15 

For  officer's  salary 1,500.00 

,91,571.08 
COUNTY    BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Buildings: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause 
such  repairs  and  alterations  to  be  made  as  may 
be  needed  in  the  Court  House,  County  Jail  and 
Probate  Building,  also  in  the  Municipal  Court 
rooms  in  the  Highlands,  Dorchester,  West  Rox- 
bury,  Brighton,  Charlestown,  East  and  South 
Boston;  provided  said  repairs  and  alterations 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  §5000,  on  any  one 
building  during  the  municipal  year;  the  expense 
therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  County  of  Suffolk.    Passed. 

Ordered— That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  fur- 
niture for  the  Court  House  and  Probate  Building; 
also  for  the  Municipal  Court  rooms  in  the  High- 
lands, Dorchester,  West  Roxbury,  Brighton, 
Charlestown,  East  and  South  Boston;  the  expense 
therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  Appropriation  for 
the  County  of  Suffolk.    Passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to  occupy  stables 
by  E.  E.  Rice,  on  Oriole  street,  corner  of  Nasby 
street,  and  Mrs.  Percy  P.  Nichols,  on  street  lead- 
ing from  Tileston  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAY  OF  DECEASED  EMPLOYE. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  there  be 
paid  upon  the  order  or  receipt  of  Stephen  L. 
Lewis  and  Hannah  L.  Dennison,  son  and  daugh- 
ter of  Sarah  R.  Lewis,  who  died  Dec.  18^  1879,  the 


sum  of  $66.66,  the  amount  of  salary  due  the  said 
Sarah  R.  Lewis  from  Nov.  20  to  Dec.  20,  1879,  as 
janitress  of  Police  Station  No.  2.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

AUSTIN  FARM  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
Office  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  ) 
Public  Institutions, 

Boston,  Jan.  24,  1880.     ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston:  Gentlemen— The  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  respectfully  report  that  the 
appropriation  of  $12,000,  for  the  erection  of  an 
addition  to  the  main  building  at  Austin  Farm  has 
been  expended,  and  that  an  additional  amount 
will  be  required. 

The  expenditures  have  been  as  follows,  viz. : 

Carpenter's  contract g5,735.0O 

Bricks,  mason  work,  excavating  cellar,  and 

stone  steps 3,431.78 

Plumbing 959.58 

Labor    employed    in    grading,     preparing 

grounds  and  c  eneral  work ...  591.02 

Paint  stock  and  pain.ing 491.37 

Lumber 300.99 

Drain  pipe 293.01 

Advertising  and  printing  specifications 82.75 

Moving  carriage  house 75.00 

Iron  bars 27 .90 

gl2,988.40 
The  amount  required  to  complete  the  building 
will  be  as  follows,  viz: 

Steam  heating $2,400.00 

Estimated  extra  work  on  carpenter's  con- 
tract         450.00 

Miscellaneous  expenses 1 50.00 

g3,000.00 
The  actual  cost  of  the  building  is  $13,944.50;  the 
excess  being  for  work  of  grading,  preparing 
grounds  around  the  building,laying  drains,  mov- 
ing carriage  house,  and  some"  extra  plumbing 
work.  The  cost  of  constructing  the  building 
therefore  exceeds  the  appropriation  to  the 
amount  of  $1944.50,  which  includes  the  expense  of 
erecting  a  fire-prooi  wall  between  the  old  and  new 
buildings,  and  the  extra  cost  of  indirect  steam 
heating  instead  of  direct  as  estimated.  The  ca- 
pacity of  the  building  has  been  enlarged  consid- 
erably over  that  originally  intended,  and  room 
has  been  provided  in  this  addition  for  one  hun- 
dred inmates. 

The  Board  of  Directors  respectfully  request  the 
City  Council  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3000  to  this 
appropriation;  and  suggest  that  as  the  House  of 
Correction  appropriation  is  ample  for  the  wants 
of  that  institution,  the  amount  can  be  spared 
from  that  appropriation. 

Very  respectfully, 

Samuel  Little, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 
Sent  down. 

FRANKLIN  FUND. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  two 
members  of  the  Board  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  annual  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Franklin  Fund.  Passed,  and  Aldermen  Viles  and 
Tucker  were  appointed  said  committee. 

CARE  OF    PUBLIC    RECORDS. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  consider  and  re- 
port on  the  expediency  of  providing  iron  doors 
for  the  office  of  the  Citv  Registrar,  so  as  to  con- 
form to  chapter  29  of  the  General  Statutes,  which 
requires  public  records  to  be  kept  in  fire-proof 
sales.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    39,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  ll/2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

MISCELLANEOUS      PAPERS     FBOM    THE    BOARD    OF 
AIDEKMBN, 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions of  a  request  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $3000  for  the  addi- 
tion to  the  main  building  at  Austin  Farm.  Con- 
curred. 

ReDort  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
the  Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave 
to  attach  a  wire  to  the  Fire  Alarm  telegraph  poles- 
on  Brighton  avenue.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  be  given  to  W. 
L.  Marks  to  build  in  rear  of  Cambridge  street, 
"Ward  25.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  reorint  City  Document  36,  1878,  at  a 
cost  not  to  exceed  S300.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Sarah  R.  Lewis  866.66,  be- 
ing her  salarv  from  Nov.  20  to  Dec.  20,  1879,  as 
janitress  of  Police  Station  2.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  to  grade  St.  Botolph  and  other  streets  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $4000.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  providing 
iron  doors  for  the  City  Registrar's  Office.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  city  laborers  of  "Ward  20  time  to 
vote  at  the  special  election  to  be  held  in  that  ward 
on  the  10th  of  February.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage 
to  continue  the  work  of  abating  the  Roxbury  Ca- 
nal nuisance,  and  to  have  the  powers  and  duties 
recited  in  the  order  of  July  16,  1878.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Notice  came  down  of  the  appointment  of  Alder- 
men Viles  and  Slade  on  the  Special  Committee  on 
Citv  Charter.  The  President  appointed  Messrs. 
Pafkman  of  Ward  9,  Kendricken  of  Ward  20  and 
Pratt  of  Ward  21  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

Notice  came  down  of  the  appointment  of  Alder- 
men Flynn  and  "Whitten  on  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  celebrating  the  250th  anniversary 
of  the  settlement  of  Boston.  The  President  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Healy  of  Ward  10,  Sweeney,  Jr.,of 
Ward  2,  and  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  on  behalf  of  the 
Council. 

Report  and  order  to  petition  for  authority  to 
widen  Chelsea  Bridge  from  the  Mystic  River  Cor- 
poration's Wharf  to  the  northeasterly  draw. 
Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order,  to  contract  for  cast-iron 
water  pipes,  at  an  expense  of  $66,520,  for  the  Co- 
chituate  Department,  and  §13,480  for  the  Mystic 
Department.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PREVENTION  OF  WASTE   OP  WATER. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  "Ward  9—1  would  like  to  move 
a  suspension  ot  the  rule  at  this  time  to  enable  me 
to  introduce  an  order.  The  reason  I  do  so  is  this: 
It  is  an  order  for  a  petition  to  the  Legislature, 
and  is  the  result  of  a  conference  between  the 
"Water  Board,  the  Water  Registrar  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water  this  afternoon,  and  is  intended 
to  prevent  the  waste  of  water  in  the  city.  The 
reason  I  ask  the  suspension  at  this  time  is,  that 
we  may  be  here  late  this  evening,  and  may  ad- 
journ before  we  get  to  water;  and  if  the  order  for 
the  petition  is  not  put  in  tonight  it  cannot  reach 
the  Legislature  in  time  to  be  received  at  this  ses- 
sion. It  will  not  take  the  Council  five  minutes  to 
settle  it  tonight. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  Mr.  Greenough  of- 
fered the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ted  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  authorizing  the  City  Council  to  pass  an 
ordinance  regulating  the  use  of  water  furnished 
to  anv  building  or  buildings,  by  the  application 
of  meters  to  the  main  service  pipe,  with  a  view 
to  making  the  owners,  lessee  or  tenant  of  such 
building  liable  for  the  quantity  of  water  so  fur- 
nished. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and 
put  upon  its  passage.  ,,.,., 

Mr.  Greenough— 1  do  not  think  the  order  should 
be  put  upon   its   passage   without   some    accom- 


panying statement,  which  I  will  endeavor  to 
make  as  brief  as  possible.  The  fact  of  the  matter 
is  just  this :  Boston  is  throwing  away  pretty  near- 
ly half  its  water  supply.  When  the  water  supply 
was  first  put  in  it  was  estimated  that  we  should 
use  forty-five  gallons  per  consumer  per  day, 
and  now  we  are  using  about  seventy-live  gal- 
lons per  day.  That  has  got  to  be  stopped.  I  have 
some  figures  here  which  are  worth  considering  by 
the  Council,  and  which  have  been  prepared 
today  by  the  Water  Registrar.  The  total  con- 
sumption of  the  Cochituate  service  this  year  has 
been  in  round  numbers  eight  billions  and  a  half 
of  gallons.  That  is  taken  from  the  record  kept  at 
the  reservoir.  They  know  how  much  has 
gone  in;  they  estimate  how  much  has  gone 
out  by  the  difference  between  the  amount  which 
has  gone  in,  added  to  quantity  in  reservoir, 
and  deducting  amount  remaining  in  reservoir. 
This  makes  the  total  average  ot  the  Cochituate 
service  daily  of  twenty-three  million  gallons.  The 
only  way  they  can  get  at  the  leakage  is  this — 
There  have  been  thirty  thousand  houses  which 
have  paid  four  hundred  and  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  at  two  cents  a  hundred  gallons  that 
amounts  to  about  two  billion  and  a  half  gallons. 
Nineteen  thousand  business  buildings  have  paid  a 
hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand  dollars, 
which  amounts  to  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
thousand  gallons.  lor  city  purposes  there  have 
been  used  seventy-five  thousand  dollars'  worth, 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  seventy-four 
million  gallons.  The  meter  takers  have  paid  two 
hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  amounting 
to  nine  hundred  million  gallons.  That  figures  up 
a  total  paid  for  of  four  billions  and  a  half 
gallons,  leaving  a  total  of  four  billions  gal- 
lons unpaid  for  last  year.  Now,  what  does  this 
actually  mean?  It  means  that  if  we  had  not 
wasted'  all  this  water,  we  should  not  have  been 
forced  to  put  in  a  new  supply  for  a  series  of 
years.  It  means  also  that  the  lack  of  head  for 
which  many  of  our  manufacturers  and  others  are 
suffering  can  and  ought  to  be  stopped.  It  means 
also  that  people  who  are  using  no  more  than  they 
pay  for  are  also  paying  for  what  other  people 
waste,  and  that  if  all  that  water  was  paid  for,  the 
price  to  the  water  consumer  would  be  just  about 
half  what  it  is  today.  Now,  the  next  question  is, 
What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it?  Various 
methods  have  been  adopted  in  other  cities  for 
stopping  this  leakage.  One  way  is  to  submit  all 
the  houses  to  a  rigorous  inspection  before  the 
water  is  turned  on.  That  is  not  done  in  Bos- 
ton, the  law  requiring  the  water  to  be  put  on 
no  matter  what  the  condition  of  the  fixtures  is. 
The  next  thing  is  to  put  on  meters,  which  the 
Water  Registrar  is  authorized  to  do  if  he  sees 
fit — that  is,  he  can  put  on  one  meter  to  each 
consumer.  But  in  many  buildings,  if  he  put  on 
one  meter  to  each  consumer,  of  which  there  may 
be  seventy,  it  would  necessitate  the  expense 
of  about  twenty-five  dollars  apiece,  and  there 
will  be  the  risk  of  freezing,  as  they  must  be  kept 
in  a  warm  place.  The  large  buildings  are  the 
places  in  which  most  waste  occurs.  It  is  the  de- 
sire of  the  Water  Board  and  the  Water  Registrar 
that  they  shall  be  authorized  to  put  on  one  meter 
in  each  building,  and  hold  the  owner  for  the 
water  consumed.  The  owner  then  will  look  after 
his  tenants  and  see  that  they  do  not  waste  the 
water.  Were  it  not  for  detaining  the  Council,  I 
could  give  the  members  many  instances  where 
the  quantity  is  known  to  be  ten  to  fifteen  times 
as  much  as  would  be  used  through  a  meter.  It 
was  concluded  to  ask  the  Legislature  for  permis- 
sion to  take  this  step.  I  would  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  if  any  gentleman  doubts  the  advisability  of 
this  step  he  will  have  ample  opportunity  to  de- 
bate it  when  the  question  comes  up  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  ordinance.  I  therefore  hope  it  will  be 
passed  tonight. 

The  exact  figures  in   the  statement  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Greenough  are  as  follows : 


JANUARY       29.       1880 


50 


CO 

m 

00 

& 

tf* 

0 

Hb 

-^ 

05 

CO 

O 

CO 

o 

o 

s 

CO 

to 

*a 

o 

CO 

a 

C* 

>ft 

Cn 

£ 

05 

o 

The  order  was  passed. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Greenough  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17 — I  would  ask  for  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  that  I  may  introduce  an  or- 
der. It  is  quite  necessary  that  it  should  be  intro- 
duced tonight,  or  it  will  be  too  late  to  go  to  the 
Legislature.  It  is  an  order  in  relation  to  the  City 
Hospital.  There  is  a  hearing  advertised  for  Fri- 
day afternoon,  but  if  this  order  is  postponed  un- 
til after  that  time,  we  shall  be  a  few  days  behind 
in  getting  to  the  Legislature.  For  that  reason  I 
ask  leave  to  introduce  it  now. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  Mr.  Perkins  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  don't  wish  to  show 
-any  lack  of  courtesy  to  the  gentleman,  but  I  really 
must  say  it  puts  the  committee  in  a  very  peculiar 
position.  The  committee  have  been  instructed  to 
consider  this  subject,  and  have  given  notice  of  a 
hearing  tomorrow.  I  don't  see  why  we  should  go 
on  with  the  hearing  in  the  matter  provided  the 
Council,  tonight,  without  any  argument  or  report, 
choose  to  entertain  this  order  and  pass  it.  I  think 
the  gentleman  is  in  error  in  supposing  it  is  neces- 
sarv  to  have  the  order  passed  tonight  to 
enable  us  to  get  the  subject  before  the 
Legislature.  Everybody  here  knows  it  is 
perfectly  easy  to  get  a  member  of  the  House  to 
put  in  an  order  requesting  the  committee  to  con- 
sider the  subject,  and  then  as  soon  as  the  commit- 
tee report  to  the  City  Council,  in  case  they  recom- 
mend it,  if  the  Council  should  concur  in  such  a 
request,  the  Mayor  can  go  on  and  use  the  influ- 
ence of  the  city  of  Boston  in  aid  of  any  order  that 
has  been  put  into  the  Legislature.  It  seems  to  me 
it  puts  the  Committee  on  City  Hospital  in  a  very 
embarrassing  position.  We  have  asked  for  infor- 
mation, and  have  advertised  a  public  hearing; 
and  now  the  matter  is  to  be  taken  out  of  our 
hands.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  not  press  it. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  coincide  with  my 
friend  from  Ward  12.  I  think  it  places  the  com- 
mittee in  a  very  unenviable  position.  I  think  it 
is  an  injustice  to  them.  It  takes  from  them  the 
action  that  belongs  to  them.  It  is,  rather,  taking 
a  step  that  is  uncalled  for,  and  as  the  committee's 
report  will  be  very  important  in  this  matter,  I 
•would  move  that  the  order  be  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 


Mr.  Perkins — I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be  as- 
signed. It  is  one  of  considerable  importance,  and 
should  be  passed  tonight.  The  members  of  the 
Council  know  that  one-fifth  of  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  can  stop  the  passage  of  such  an 
act  if  they  see  fit.  If  we  pass  this  order  tonight, 
We  shall  be  able  to  get  action  upon  it  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  next  Monday,  and  save  so  much 
time,  so  as  to  get  the  subject  before  the  Legisla- 
ture before  the  time  for  introducing  new  business 
expires.  I  think  there  will  be  no  doubt  about  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  don't  know  as  I  exactly 
caught  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  and  perhaps  I  may  repeat  what  he  said;  but 
it  strikes  me  the  gentleman  can  accomplish  his 
object  in  another  way.  If  he  is  anxious  to  get 
this  into  the  Legislature  he  can  get  some  member 
from  Boston  to  offer  an  order  and  send  the  sub- 
ject to  a  committee;  and  then  if  we  have  the 
committee's  report  here  and  concur  in  the  meas- 
ure, the  Mayor  can  go  up  and  use  his  influence  in 
favor  of  it.  If  we  pass  this  order  now,  it  will  com- 
mit the  city  to  the  measure  before  we  hear  the 
report  of  the  committee.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  get  some  member  of  the  Legislature  to  offer 
an  order  for  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  consider 
it,  and  that  will  leave  the  Council  free  to  form  its 
opinion  on  the  subject  after  a  careful  hearing  to- 
morrow. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

HAKBOK  DEFENCES. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Portion  of  the 
Mayor's  Address  relating  to  Harbor  Defences;  the 
committee  to  have  authority  to  take  measures  to 
obtain  from  the  National  Government  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  such  defences. 

When  the  order  was  read  the  first  time,  among 
the  papers  from  the  other  branch,  Mr.  Whitmore 
of  Ward  12  asked  to  have  that  matter  passed  un- 
der the  forty-first  rule. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23 — When  the  Committee  on 
the  Mayor's  Address  considered  this  subject  it 
was  understood  in  committee  that  the  Mayor  was 
to  send  in  a  special  message — 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
forty-first  rule  provides  that  any  paper  of  this 
kind,  likely  to  give  rise  to  debate,  will  be  passed 
in  its  turn,  to  come  up  again  after  the  finishing  of 
the  papers  in  the  same  class.  I  think  any  debate 
is  out  of  order  unless  the  programme  has  been 
gone  through  and  this  paper  come  up  a  second 
time. 

The  President — The  Chair  would  rule  that  as  a 
matter  of  parliamentary  practice  the  order  will 
not  go  over  unless  it  is  to  give  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  propose  to  debate  it. 

The  order  was  laid  over. 

After  the  action  on  the  order  in  regard  to  City 
Hospital  the  President  took  up  the  order  in  re- 
gard to  harbor  defences  again. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  I  moved  to  have 
this  matter  taken  out  of  the  routine  papers  be- 
cause I  knew  the  matter  of  the  balloting  would 
take  the  attention  of  the  Council  first.  This  or- 
der as  it  stands  seems  to  me  to  be  defective  in 
two  respects.  In  the  first  place,  in  its  form.  It 
provides  that  the  Mayor  shall  be  a  member  of  a 
special  committee,  and  I  think,  with  all  deference 
to  the  other  branch,  we  have  no  right  to  appoint 
the  Mayor  upon  a  special  co  nmittee  of  the  City 
Government.  In  the  second  place,  it  will  be  no- 
ticed that  the  order,  besides  appointing  the 
Mayor  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  mak- 
ing the  Chairman  and  two  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  members  of  the  committee, 
calls  for  only  two  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil in  addition  to  the  President.  This  commit- 
tee is  in  that  respect  very  different  from 
the  usual  committees  which  are  appointed, 
the  rule  being  that  there  shall  be  three  members 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  five  members  of 
the  Common  Council,  or  two  members  of  the 
other  branch  and  three  members  of  this  branch. 
If  it  were  desirable  to  appoint  this  committee  at 
all,  the  Council  will  do  well  to  insist  upon  the 
custom  of  having  five  members  of  this  body  to 
three  of  the  other  branch.  But  my  main  objec- 
tion to  this  order  is,  it  is  unnecessary,  and  I  think 
I  may  say  it  is  almost  unprecedented.  I  hope  the 
committee  will  be  able  to  give  son. e  explanation 
of  the  necessity  of  appointing  such  a  committee 
as  this.  On  the  face  of  it,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  conceive  what  good  can  be  gained  by  the  ap- 
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pointtnent  of  the  committee,  unless  they  are 
to  go  to  "Washington  as  a  special  lobby  to  get  e 
special  appropriation  for  the  harbor  defences.  Wb 
have  two  representatives  in  Washington  from  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  special  lobby  agent  to  go  there. 
Unless  there  is  some  good  reason  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee,  I  hope  the  Council  will 
put  itself  upon  record  against  raising  a  special 
lobby  in  favor  of  this  appropriation.  Beyond 
that  I  object  to  it  because  it  provides  that  the  ex- 
pense, if  any,  shall  be  paid  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Incidentals-  Now,  sir,  I  claim  that  we  are 
entitled  to  know  what  this  is.  If  there  is  to  be 
any  expense,  we  are  entitled  to  know  what 
it  is.  If  this  is  simply  to  be  a  proper  rep- 
resentation to  Congress  on  the  subject,  there 
will  be  no  expense  beyond  a  few  postage 
stamps.  Not  only  do  we  not  know  what  the 
expense  to  be  incurred  is,  but  there  is  to  be  no 
limit  to  it.  I  hope  we  shall  not  only  not  appoint 
a  lobbying  agent  to  go  to  WashingtOD,  but  that 
we  shall  not  do  it  with  no  limit  to  the  expense 
whatever.  It  may  be  this  is  all  a  fanciful  idea  of 
mine,  but  if  it  is,  the  order  is  very  unfortunately 
drawn.  I  would  move  to  strike  out  the  two  lines 
relating  to  the  expense.  If  it  is  not  to  be  a  lob- 
bying agent,  there  will  be  no  expense  about  it.  I 
do  not  propose  to  establish  a  cummittee  to  go  on 
to  Washington  as  a  lobbying  agent  with  the  city 
treasury  behind  them.  I  hope  that  whoever  in- 
troduced this  order  will  give  some  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— If  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  12  had  examined  the  subject  he  would  have 
seen  that  this  was  not  a  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  Mayor's  address,  but  was  introduced  as  an 
independent  order  by  the  Alderman  from  South 
Boston.  The  Committee  on  the  Mayor's  Address 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  introduction  of  this 
order.  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  him  -n  regard 
to  the  point  he  makes  as  to  the  constitution  of 
the  committee.  The  order  provides  for  three 
Aldermen  and  only  three  members  on  the  part  of 
the  Council,  which  is  certainly  contrary  to  cus- 
tom. I  understand,  however,  <"hat  in  the  judg- 
ment of  those  conversant  with  the  facts,  some 
steps  should  be  taken  at  once,  inasmuch  as  there 
is  an  appropriation  upon  the  subject  pending  in 
"Washington.  I  do  not  intend  to  make  any  amend- 
ment in  regard  to  changing  the  order,  but  wished 
to  call  attention  to  the  constitution  of  the  com- 
mittee, so  that  it  will  not  be  a  precedent  here- 
after. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  hope  the  Council  will 
treat  this  matter  as  if  it  was  one  that  it  should 
take  action  on,  and  that  no  feeling  of  pique  or 
that  our  rules  have  been  disregarded  will  deter 
us  from  action.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  on 
my  left  and  the  gentleman  opposite,  and  wtie  it 
not  that  time  is  pressing  I  would  go  for  having 
the  committee  differently  constituted.  But  if 
there  is  any  necessity  for  the  passage  of  this  order 
or  the  adoption  of  any  means  to  secure  an  appro- 
priation from  Congress  for  the  object  sought  to 
be  attained,  I  think  we  ought  to  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  and  waive  all  claims  we  might  have  for 
further  representation  upon  that  committee.  I 
believe  there  is  an  imperative  necessity  for  taking 
this  action  in  regard  to  our  harbor  defences.  Any- 
body who  has  read  the  report  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee in  Congress  showing  the  condition  of  our 
navy  at  the  present  time,  and  will  bear  in  mind 
the  condition  of  the  harbor  defences  we  have 
now,  will  say  at  once  that  the  city  of  Boston  is 
most  insufficiently  protected  in  case  of  invasion 
by  war  from  any  quarter.  Now,  sir,  as  has  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  on  my  left,  a  bill  relating 
to  this  subject  is  pending  in  Congress;  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  are  making  up  their  fig- 
ures. If  this  matter  is  of  such  moment  that  we 
should  request  the  Mayor  to  go  to  Washington  to 
represent  the  case  before  the  proper  committee, 
I  should  be  most  heartily  in  favor  of  sending  him 
there  and  paying  his  expenses  by  the  city.  I,  for 
one,  have  no  fear  that  any  committee  ot  this  City 
Government  on  which  is  placed  the  Mayor,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the 
President  of  the  Common  Council,  will  spend 
money  foolishly.  I  think  we  can  trust  them  to 
spend'  whatever  money  is  necessary  to  accomplish 
the  object  desired.  Now,  sir,  suppose  money  is 
to  be  spent  in  paying  the  expenses  of  the  Mayor 
and  the  committee  to  go  there.  We  admit  that 
the  matters  we  have  before  our  Legislature  are 
so  important  that  we  appoint  a  special  committee 
to  be  there  every  day  and  represent  the  interests 
of  the  city;  and  not  only  that,  but  we  appoint  a 
special  attorney  to  be  at  the  State  House,  and  pay 


his  expenses  to  the  amount  of  $3000  for  that  ses- 
sion. Yet  when  a  great  and  important  matter 
like  this,  when  the  interest  of  the  city,  is  brought 
directly  before  us,  we  hesitate  about  sending  a 
representative  to  Washington,  in  the  person  of  the 
Mayor  and  a  committee  of  both  branches,  to  look 
after  this  matter.  Now,  sir,  I  am  looking 
at  the  worst  feature  which  the  gentleman  oppo- 
site has  seen  tit  to  present.  Taking  the  judgment 
of  the  committee,  and  relying  upon  them  to  decide 
what  should  be  done,  I  say  this  City  Council  ought 
to  be  ready  to  back  them  up  in  what  they  may  de- 
cide to  do.  I  don't  think  there  is  a  matter  in  the 
Mayor's  address  that  deserves  more  vigorous 
treatment  than  this  very  subject.  I  hope  the  or- 
der will  be  passed  immediately,  as  it  came  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10— I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  that  an  emergency  exists  which 
calls  for  us  to  disregard  what  may  seem  an  in- 
fringement of  custom.  It  is  very  well  known  that 
the  seaboard  cities  of  this  country  are  protected — 
if  we  may  use  the  term— by  old-fashioned  ord- 
nance. The  countries  of  Europe  have  been  en- 
gaged in  perfecting  ordnance  which  will  pierce 
ship  armor,  and  then,  again,  in  turn  they  have 
been  perfecting  ship  armor  which  will  stand  an 
attack  from  this  improved  ordnance.  While 
they  have  been  doing  this,  we  have  been 
doing  nothing,  partly  on  account  of  the 
reaction  after  the  war  and  partly  on  ac- 
count of  the  hard  times  since.  When  the  war 
ended,  there  were  five  ordnance  factories  in  this 
country.  Three  of  them  have  been  shut  up  for  want 
of  patronage.  I  find  there  are  only  two  now,  one  at 
"West  Point,  and  one  at  South  Boston.  I  find  that 
the  factory  at  West  Point  does  not  produce  the 
largest  kind  of  cannon,  such  as  is  now  made  in 
European  countries;  that  the  South  Boston  Iron' 
Company  is  the  only  company  in  the  country  that 
can  produce  this  heavy  ordnance,  the  fifteen-inch 
guns.  If  we  are  called  upon  to  engage  in  war 
with  any  foreign  country,  the  demand  for  cannon 
is  not  one  that  can  be  supplied  at  a  moment's  no- 
tice. It  is  not  like  furnishing  the  Government  with 
shoes,  muskets  or  loaves  of  bread.  The  capacity 
of  the  South  Boston  Iron  Company,  I  understand, 
by  working  day  and  night  with  skilled  workmen, 
such  as  were  employed  in  the  war  times,  is  about 
two  cannon  a  week  of  the  large  pattern.  The  lathe 
moves  so  si  >wly  that  if  you  increase  your  force  of 
workmen  tenfold,  you  do  not  at  all  accelerate  the 
manufacture  of  cannon.  Upon  a  sudden  call  for 
ordnance,  we  could  get  but  one  hundred  cannon 
a  year  of  the  large  kind.  There  would  be  a  neces- 
sity for  spending  a  very  large  sum  of  money  upon 
the  foundery  a  West  Point — up  among  the  hun- 
dreds of  thousands — and  a  delay  of  months  would 
ensue  before  it  could  be  put  in  a.  condition  to  cast 
this  heavy  ordnance.  So  that  if  the  various  com- 
plications which  may  arise  should  involve  us 
in  a  war,  we  cannot  have  the  modern  ordnance  at 
a  moment's  notice,  asjwould  be  demanded.  Some 
think  that  the  harbor  can  be  defended  by  tor- 
pedoes, but  in  a  late  number  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Journal  that  subject  is  discussed  by  Ge'neral 
Hancock,  General  Abbott,  and  others  who  know 
what  they  are  talking  about,  especially  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Engineer  Corps.  They  say  the  ad- 
vantage of  torpedoes  is  simply  to  prevent  the 
rapid  passage  of  a  hostile  fleet  through  a 
channel.  But  if  the  torpedoes  are  out  of  the 
range  of  the  guns,  they  are  useless,  and  that  heavy 
ordnance  is  needed  for  the  defence  of  the  coast. 
If  this  be  so,  and  our  seaboard  States  are  in  this 
defenceless  condition,  as  authorities  say  they 
are,  it  seems  to  me  we  should  not  stand  on  a 
point  of  punctiliousness  with  the  other  branch. 
I  understand  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Mayor's  illness  a  message  would  have  been  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  subject  last 
Monday.  The  Board  of  Trade  of  New  York  is 
moving  in  this  matter,  and  all  the  cities  along  the 
seaboard  are  alive  to  the  subject.  As  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  said,  it  seems  hardly  probable 
that  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  be  on  the  commit- 
tee will  involve  the  city  in  any  useless  expense. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  ain  very  glad  I  opened  this 
discussion,  because  we  have  received  a  great  deal 
of  information,  some  of  which  does  not  bear  upon 
the  point  at  issue.  I  did  not  know  it  was  neces- 
sary to  be  instructed  upon  the  defenceless  condi- 
tion of  the  seaboard  cities  and  the  lack  of  facili- 
ties for  manufacturing  ordnance,  although  it  may 
be  well  to  know  it.  Nor  do  I  think  it  is  necessary 
to  throw  away  all  the  courtesy  due  this  body  and 
dictated  by  common  precedent.  I  agree  that  if 
we  desire  to  procure  an  appropriation  it  might  be 
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-well  to  send  on  a  lobbying  committee  -with  tlje 
purse  of  the  city  of  Boston  behind  them.  But 
there  has  been  no  attempt  to  show  any  such  neces- 
sity. It  will  be  seen  that,  this  order  is  drawn  up 
in  such  a  way  that  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  ad- 
dress as  relates  to  haTbor  defences  be  referred  to 
&  committee,  ana  after  hearing  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10,  it  seems  to  me  we  have  hot  much 
more  to  learn  on  this  subject.  The  other  part  of 
the  order  is  to  provide  for  a  lobbying  committee. 
Now,  sir,  no  necessity  or  emergency  has  been 
shown  requiring  us  to  give  this  matter  up  to 
a  commitree.  The  Mayor  has  not  sent  in 
any  communication  on  the  subject,  nor  have 
■we  any  reason  to  infer  that  Congress  will  not  do 
its  duty.  Still  less  have  we  any  reason  to  believe 
that  our  public-spirited  representatives  in  Con- 
gress are  not  as  wide  awake  and  ready  to  attend 
to  their  public  duties  as  any  three  Aldermen  who 
may  be  ;-ent  on  to  Washington.  But  my  main  ob- 
jection is  to  the  indefinite  power  given  to  the 
committee.  The  committee  will  remain  a  com- 
mittee for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  under 
this  order  they  can  draw  any  amount  they  nlease 
from  the  appropriation  tor  Incidentals.  I  hope 
■we  shall  not  give  them  any  such  power  as  this. 
Besides,  gentlemen,  we  must  consider  this  fact — 
The  Mayor  has  quite  a  considerable  contingent 
fund,  i  venture  to  say  it  is  more  than  he  will 
spend  during  the  year,  or  that  the  committee  will 
spend  for  this  purpose.  His  Honor  told  us  in  the 
Committee  on  Ordinance:?  last  year,  that  in  1877 
in  an  emergency  he  did  employ  counsel  at  the 
State  House  and'paid  the  expense  out  of  his  own 
fund.  I  know  that  in  an  emergency  of  this  kind 
the  Mayor  would  send  a  representative  to  Wash- 
ington and  pay  for  it  out  of  his  special  fund.  So 
I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  giving  away  our 
power.  Lastly,  I  think  the  matter  might 
be  left  in  the  Mayor's  hands.  I  shall  call 
for  a  division  of  the  order,  and  in  the  first  place  I 
will  move  as  an  amendment  that  the  Mayor  be 
authorized  to  take  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
expedient,  instead  of  appointing  a  committee.  I 
do  not  see  why  we  should  go  through  all  the  ma- 
chinery of  a  joint  committee,  but  think  we  had 
better  let  the  Major  have  all  the  powers  that  the 
joint  committee  'would  have.  As  I  said,  unless 
this  is  to  be  a  lobbying  agent,  or  a  picnic  commit- 
tee, the  Mayor  can  send  an  agent  to  Washington 
.and  we  can  give  him  all  the  authority  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  committee  to  have.  I  move  to  amend 
So  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  shall  have  this  pow- 
er, and  I  ask  for  a  division  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  seems  to  have  a  mean  opinion  of  a  Demo- 
cratic Congress  at  the  present  time  when  he  as- 
sumes the  only  way  to  get  an  appropriation  is  to 
send  on  a  lobbying  committee.  I  do  not  have  any 
such  opinion  of  Congress.  Moreover,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  appointment  of  the  Mayor  at  the  head 
of  this  committee  will  be  very  apt  to  bring  about 
the  object  we  desire.  The  Mayor  has  been  secre- 
tary of  the  National  Democratic  Committee  and 
can  no  doubt  bring  about  the  result  we  desire. 
Therefore  I  hope  the  order  will  be  passed  in  its 
present  form. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  gentleman  has  unnecessari- 
ly brought  politics  into  this  matter.  If  it  is  as  he 
says,  what  is  the  use  of  sending  this  committee? 
If  it  is  an  extraordinary  measure,  the  Mayor  can 
explain  it,  and  if  he  exhausts  his  contingent 
fund,  the  Council  will  replenish  it  at  once.  What 
I  object  to  is  the  unlimited  means  and  time.  If 
there  is  to  be  a  sum  expended,  let  us  mention  it. 
I  do  not  see  why  they  should  have  an  indefinite 
control  of  an  unlimited  amount  of  money, 

Mr.  Parkman— I  would  say  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  first  implied  the  necessity  for  using 
money  in  Congress.  1  wish  to  say  I  do  not  see  any 
necessity  for  the  use  of  it. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— During  the  few  meetings 
we  have  had  this  year,  I  have  had  occasion  to 
appreciate  very  highly  the  acquirements  of  my 
friend  from  Ward  12,  but  I  do  Lot  know  that  I 
have  fully  appreciated  them  until  tonight.  1  have 
all  along  looked  upon  him  as  the  conservator  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Common  Council.  I 
have  looked  upon  him  as  the  bulwark  of  our  liber- 
ties. I  have  seen  him  at  the  State  House  asking  for 
those  rights  and  seeing  that  they  were  maintained. 
I  have  seen  him  very  indignant  at  the  idea  of  the 
Aldermen  building  a  new  Court  House  without 
consultation  with  the  Common  Council.  Yet  to- 
night 1  have  seen  him  here  advocating  the  giving 
up  of  our  power  to  protect  the  harbor  defences  of 
Boston.    That  is  what   I   understand  him  to  say. 


He  does  not  want  the  committee  to  go  on  a  jun- 
keting expedition;  he  does  not  wish  a  committee 
of  the  Common  Council  to  determine  anything 
about  it,  but  wants  the  Mayor  to  do  it  all.  The 
desire  he  shows- first,  to  save  a  few  dollars' ex- 
pense, and,  second,  to  give  to  the  Mayor  all  the 
powers  of  the  Common  Council  in  relation  to  our 
harbor  defences — is  certainly  very  remarkable.  I 
do  not  want  the  Common  Council  to  be  debarred 
from  having  something  to  say  about  this  matter. 
Those  who  have  lived  in  this  city  for  many  years 
know  something  about  the  harbor  and  how  it 
should  be  defended.  I  will  go  so  far  as  that.  I 
think  a  few  words  from  my  friend  opposite  will 
be  a  good  thing  to  have.  If  it  is  necessary,  I 
think  he  would  be  willing  to  go  to  Washington  at 
his  own  private  expense  and  urge  the  improve- 
ment of  our  harbor  defences  upon  Congress.  I, 
sir,  would  be  very  glad  to  have  him  go,  and  the 
city  pay  his  expenses.  I  don't  want  to  see  this 
order  changed.  I  want  to  see  the  committee 
clothed  with  full  power  and  the  means  to  support 
the  dignity  of  the  occasion.  I  am  willing  to  trust 
that  committee  to  take  all  necessary  and  proper 
measures  to  accomplish  an  object  which  even  the 
gentleman  himself  acknowledges  to  be  a  good 
one,  and  which  must  be  looked  after.  That  ob- 
ject being  so  desirable,  it  does  not  become  this 
Council  to  refuse  to  trust  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Common  Council  and  members  of 
both  branches  with  the  little  expense  necessary 
to  carry  it  out. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  to  confer  the  pow- 
er upon  the  Mayor  alone  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  to  strike  out  the 
part  relating  to  expense,  and  charging  the  same 
to  Incidentals,  was  lost. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  to  substitute  for  the 
words  "the  expense,  if  any,"  the  words  "the  ex- 
pense, not  exceeding  §5000."  I  would  like  to  see  if 
we  have  any  limit  to  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  have  simply  one  word  of  objec- 
tion to  that  amendment.  I  do  not  want  the  com- 
mittee to  even  presume  that  this  Council  intends 
they  shall  spend  such  a  sum  of  money.  If  such 
an  amendment  as  that  is  adopted,  and  the  order 
passed,  the  committee  will  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  Council  are  willing  they  should  spend 
that  amount.  1  think  we  had  better  leave  it  to 
their  discretion. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  offered  the  amendment  in 
good  faith,  for  this  reason:  I  think  the  gentle- 
man misunderstands  the  practice  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment in  past  years.  It  is  not  the  rule  to  give 
committees  indefinite  authority  to  spend  money. 
Expenditures  are  always  limited,  and  then  we 
know  how  much  we  have  mortgaged  our  revenues 
for.  I  am  willing  to  put  it  at  S500O,  which  is  an 
extravagant  limit.  If  any  member  puts  in  an  or- 
der for  printing,  the  cost  is  not  to  exceed  $500  or 
S1000,  or  whatever  it  is.  It  is  not  because  the 
Council  think  anybody  is  going  to  do  anything 
rash,  but  because  we  should  put  a  limit  upon  the 
expenditures.  I  have  put  the  amount  large,  not 
supposing  for  a  moment  it  is  going  to  be  anything 
like  it.  But  there  ought  to  be  a  limit,  it  it  is  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  to  limit  the  amount 
to  $5000  was  lost. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Bailey  the  rule  was  suspended,  and 
the  order  passed- yeas  60,  nays  6. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Austin,  Bailey,  Barry, 
Bigelow,  Blakemore,  Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brin't- 
nall,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Coe,  Cronin,  De- 
vine,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Dudley, 
Farwell,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Folau,  Freeman, 
Greenough,  Hancock,  Hart,  Healy,  Hilton,  Hollis, 
Hosley,  Howard,  Kendricken,  Kidney,  Lauten, 
Loveli,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Nason, 
Parkman,  Perkins,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  Pray,  Rogers, 
H.  N.  Sawyer,  N.  Sawyer,  Sibley,  D.J.  Sweeney, 
Sr.,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Jr„  Swift,  Taylor,  Tucker, 
Viles,  Ward,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams,  Wy- 
man — 60. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cbristal,  Morrison,  Murphy, 
O'Dowd,  Welch,  Whitmore— 6. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Denney,  Devlin,  Lane,  Sweetser— 5. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Bailey  of 
Ward  4,  and  Coe  of  Ward  23,  on  the  part  of  the 
Council. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


RULES    AXD    ORDERS    OF   THE     COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment i  or  8.30  F.  M.,  Tiz.,  The  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Proposed  Amendments  to  the 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Common  Council,  to- 
gether with  amendments  proposed  to  those  rec- 
ommended in  the  report.    (City  Doc.  14.) 

The  question  was  first,  upon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Swift,  providing  that  a  notice  of  motion 
to  reconsider  an  amendment  shall  be  considered 
when  the  main  question,  specially  assigned,  is 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Swift — It  should  hare  been  stated  that  this 
amendment  is  to  be  placed  at  the  end  of  rule  66. 
I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  time  ir.  discussing 
this  amendment.  I  feel  no  particular  interest  in 
its  passage,  but  it  seemed  right  to  me  to  suggest 
it,  because  I  believe  it  will  be  very  usefufj  or 
rather  it  might  be  very  useful.  It  provides  for  a 
case  where  an  amendment  has  been  rejected,  and 
then  the  matter  to  which  the  amendment  is 
offered  is  specially  assigned.  It  can  only  apply 
to  such  a  case.  The  Council  can  easily  see  that 
it  might  occtir  on  almost    any  que-tion.      It  did 

ceur  once  last  year.  Unlessthis  amendment  is 
adopted,  when  "such  a  case  as  this  arises  it  is 
wholly  unprovided  for.  An  amendment  may  be 
rejected  on  a  close  vote,  and  the  subject  after- 
wards assigned,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  enable  a  member  to  move  a 
reconsideration  of  the  amendment.  If  it  was  a 
close  vote,  it  might  be  impossible  to  obtain  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  because  a  two-thirds 
vote  would  be  necessary.  As  this  is  a  case  that 
migbt  arise  at  any  time,  and  it  could  not  possibly 
do  any  harm  to  put  this  provision  in,  I  thought 
it  would  be  well  to  add  it  to  rule  66. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5— These  rules  have  been 
laid  before  "the  Council,  and  I  suppose  it  would  be 
impossible  to  suit  every  member  precisely,  as  he 
would  desire  to  have  some  particular  case  that 
has  been  or  may  arise.  In  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  and  I  mean  it  with  all  respect 
to  what  he  has  proposed,  the  committee  say  they 
"do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  amendments  which  merely  change 
the  phraseology  of  existing  rules,  unless  some 
manifest  advantage  is  to  be  gained  thereby. 
Neither  do  they  consider  it  advisable  to  adopt 
rules  relating  to  questions  that  are  of  infrequent 
occurrence  in  the  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  Council."  Many  of  these  changes  submitted 
at  the  last  meeting  do  not  add  one  single  particle 
to  the  rules,  and  still  they  don't  seem  to  be  of  any 
disadvantage.  The  rule  seemed  to  be  plain  before 
and  could  be  complied  with.  A  president  may 
not  always  decide  strictly  according  to  the  rule. 
So  much  for  these  amendments.  Now  in  regard 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9. 
A  case  happened  last  year  and  he  was  interested 
in  it.  If  a  reconsideration  is  moved  it  comes 
tip  at  the  next  meeting.  The  member 
moving  it  may  not  be  there  to  attend 
to  it,  but  he  can  move  a  suspension  of 
the  forty-first  rule,  and  since  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber the  generosity  of  the  Council  has  granted  the 
request  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten.  It  was  done  in 
the  case  referred  to.  The  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  gentleman  gained  his  point.  I  see  no 
necessity  for  establishing  a  precedent  for  a  case 
that  may  come  up  once  in  a  while  So  far  as  I  am 
able  to  judge,  I  hope  the  rules  will  pass  as  sub- 
mitted. Still,  I  hope  every  member  on  this  floor, 
if  it  takes  from  now  until  the  31st  of  next  Decem- 
ber, will  have  the  pleasure  of  saying  all  they  de- 
sire to  say  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Swift— When  this  case  happened  last  year 
the  Council,  with  great  courtesy,  suspended  the 
rule  for  my  benefit.  It  is  not  at  all  likely  I  shall 
require  it  to  be  done  again.  It  is  not  at  all  proba- 
•  ble  I  shall  be  placed  in  the  same  position  again, 
but  it  may  happen  to  some  other  member,  and  it 
will  be  well  enough  to  provide  for  this,  so  that  he 
will  not  have  to  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  It 
can  easily  be  perceived  that  such  a  reconsidera- 
tion miglit  be  moved  upon  a  matter  upon  which 
the  Council  was  about  evenly  divided,  and  upon 
which  there  was  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and 
where  it  might  seem  to  the  Council  that  it  would 
be  useless  to  suspend  the  rule.  In  that  case  the 
member  would  have  his  rights  preserved  by  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  the 
time  of  this  Council  on  the  question  very  much, 
particularly  as  a  good  deal  less  than  a  quorum  is 
present.  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cil, or  rather  the  unhappy  few  who  remain  here, 
to  the  fact  that  the  committee  say  no  changes  are 


needed,  when  in  point  of  fact  they  have  made 
quite  a  number  of  changes  and  have  taken  every 
suggestion  I  made  except  this  one  section.  The 
trouble  about  it  is,  Mr.  Swiit  understands  the  mat- 
ter because  he  was  a  victim  last  year.  When  these 
things  come  up  once  they  always  come  up  again. 
It  is  no  argument  in  regard  to  a  rule  to  say  you 
can  suspend  it  or  do  away  with  it.  That  is  per- 
fectly true,  but  in  that  case  you  do  not  need  any 
rules  at  all;  you  can  rely  upon  the  common  sense 
of  the  Chair.  Any  one  who  reads  these  rules  will 
not  fail  to  recognize  the  fact  that  this  is  one  which 
meets  a  case  which  will  happen.  If  we  don't 
make  this  rule,  some  member  may  be  deprived  of 
his  rights.  Last  year  Mr.  Swift  clesired  to  move 
au  amendment  which  had  been  lost  by  two  votes. 
He  was  enabled  to  bring  the  reconsideration  up 
by  a  stretch  of  the  law.  It  is  not  a  fanciful 
case,  but  a  case  which  has  happened. 
I  remember  the  remark  made  by  my  friend 
IVason  of  Ward  17,  going  home  that  evening,  that 
it  was  perfectly  wrong  to  take  up  with  the  idea 
of  suspending  your  rules.  It  would  have  been 
better  if  Mr.  Swift  had  suffered  by  having  his 
amendment  too  late.  This  idea  of  suspending  the 
rule  because  you  don't  know  how  to  frame  it,  or 
don't  wish  to  change  it  when  the  error  is  pointed 
out,  is  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  this  body.  I 
have  no  interest  in  this  matter  more  thau  any  one 
else.  When  I  have  seen  a  case  where  I  thought 
the  rules  could  .  e  amended  and  improved  I  have 
proposed  a  change.  Mr.  Swift  has  been  the  vic- 
tim in  this  case,  and  is  an  advocate  of  the  change. 
It  is  a  case  not  provided  for  in  the  rules  or  in 
Cushing's  Manual.  It  is  a  new  principle,  and  as 
it  has  come  up  in  this  body,  we  can  and  should 
make  it  perfectly  plain  by  a  few  words.  It  is 
stated  by  the  committee  in  their  report,  and  by  a 
member  on  the  floor,  that  they  do  not  intend  to 
make  any  changes  which  merely  change  the  form 
or  phraseology  of  the  rule,  no  matteirwhether  it 
is  grammatical  or  otherwise;  moreover,  they 
don't  intend  to  cover  all  the  questions  of  parlia- 
mentary law,  and  provide  for  all  the  business  of 
the  body,  but  intend  to  trust  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  presiding  officer.  In  that  case 
I  would  ask  "why  the  committee  continue  to 
report  a  provision"! or  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
i»  rules  39  and  40.  1  think  no  member  here  has 
seen  the  Council  go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole. 
If  it  is  unnecessary  to  provide  for  a  case  that  has 
occurred  once,  why  provide  for  a  committee  of 
the  whole  which  the  Council  never  go  into. 
Moreover,  why  should  there  be  any  objections  to 
formulating  a"  rule  which  is  not  provided  for  in 
Cushing,  and  which  is,  I  think,  as  necessary  as 
any  rules  we  have.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  has  given  good  reasons  why  it  should  be 
adopted. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Swift  was  adopted. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Whitmore  to  substitute  for  rules  45  and  68 
a  rule  providing  for  elections  of  salaried  officers 
by  ballot,  the  nominations  to  be  made  by  com- 
mittees, and  all  confirmations  of  the  Mayor's 
nominations  to  be  by  yea  and  nay  ballot. 

The  question  .was  put,  and  the  amendment  was 
declared  rejected. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  doubt  the  vote,  which  will 
give  me  the  right  to  debate  the  question,  but  I 
will  also  state  that  I  was  on  the  floor  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  before  the  question  was  put. 

The  President — The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 
The  gentleman  has  no  right  to  debate  a  question 
while  the  Chair  is  solving  a  doubt. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

The  appeal  not  being  seconded  it  was  not  enter- 
tained. 

The  Council  was  divided — 1«  for,  29  against; — 
and  the  amendment  was  lost. 

The  question  next  came  upon  Mr.  Whitmore's 
amendment  to  rule  46,  providing  that  no 
motion  shall  require  to  be  seconded,  except  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Bailey — Is  the  rule  now  that  it  shall  be  sec- 
onded? 

The  President — There  is  no  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  from  the  statement  in  Cushing  it  is  very 

glain  that  every  motion  must  be  seconded,  and 
ushing's  Manual  is  one  of  our  rules. 
The  President — Will  the  gentleman  please  read 
the  section  of  Cushing  which  requires  it? 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  have  not  a  copy  here  and  shall 
have  to  call  for  one.  Pending  that  matter,  how- 
ever, I  desire  to  withdraw  all  amendments  I  have 
offered.    It  is  useless  to  press  them. 
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Mr.  Bailey— I  object. 

Mr.  AVhitroore— I  desire  also  the  privilege  of 
mating  a  personal  explanation  at  this  time,  be- 
cause 1  have — 

Mr.  Bailey— I  object  to  -withdrawing  the  amend- 
ments.   I  propose  to  Tote  for  some  of  them. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation for  this  reason:  At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council,  as  the  matter  stands  on  the  report, 
the  Chair  was  engaged  in  solving  a  doubt,  as  he  has 
alreadj  done  this  evening;  and  after  I  had  made 
some  remarks  and  taken  my  seat  the  question 
was  raised  whether  I  was  in  order  or  not.  The 
Chair  rules  that  I  was  out  of  order,  and  I  regret 
to  state  that  in  the  report  of  the  proceedings  it 
stands  on'the  records  that  I  made  a  remark  that  I 
should  have  controverted  the  subject,  which  I  am 
willing  to  confess  is  not  the  remark  I  shouid  have 
made  to  the  President  and  was  not  intended  as 
anvthing  personal  to  him.  It  was  a  jocose  re- 
mark, which  I  did  not  expect  would  have  been 
caught  so  easily  by  the  reporter.  I  should 
have  said,  at  that  time,  if  I  had  gone  on,  that  I 
should  dispute  the  decision  of  the  Chair  when- 
ever an  occasion  occurred,  because  of  a  cer- 
tain section  of  Cnshing,  1641,  which  seems 
to  be  so  entirely  adverse  to  the  President's 
decision  that  I  should  have  quoted  it 
and  referred  him  to  it.  Therefore  I  beg  to  with- 
draw the  remark  of  the  other  evening,  and  read 
the  section — 

Section  1614.  "When  a  question  is  taken  by  the 
voices,,  and  the  Speaker  has  declared  that  the 
ayes  have  it,  or  the  noes  have  it,  as  the  ease  may 
be;  if  his  decision  is  called  in  question,  that  is,  if 
any  member  rises  and  says  that  the  noes  have  it  or 
the  ayes  have  it,  contrary  to  the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  Speaker;  this  entirely  does  away  with  the 
effect  of  the  Speaker's  decision,  and  "makes  it 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  house  by  a 
division."  The  question  is  then  again  open  for 
debate,  until  the  numbers  which  are  the  result  of 
the  division  have  been  announced." 

It  seemed  so  plain  in  that  ease  that  it  was  in 
order  for  me  to  debate,  that  I  should  have  read 
the  section  instead  of  making  the  remark  1  did.  I 
will  further  add  that  if  it  had  been  possible  to 
have  got  a  second  on  the  appeal  this  evening,  I 
should  have  submitted  this  same  section  that  the 
right  to  debate  a  question,  after  a  doubt  is  raised, 
is  one  of  great  importance  to  members  of  the 
Council. 

The  amendment  under  consideration  was  lost. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  proposed 
amendment  to  rule  49  to  strike  out  the  words  "to 
postpone  to  a  day  certain,"  and  substitute  the 
words  "to  specially  assign  to  a  certain  hour." 
Lost. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  amendment 
to  the  same  rule,  49,  providing  that  the  several 
motions  named  in  the  rule  shall  have  precedence 
in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  arranged,  etc., 
and  that  "the  previous  question  may  be  demand- 
ed upon  an  amendment,  and  that  motion  shall  be 
decided  without  debate." 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all 
before  the  last  two  lines,  so  that  it  would  read, 
"the  previous  question  may  be  demanded  upon 
an  amendment,  and  that  motion  shall  be  decided 
without  debate." 

Mr.  Bailey — I  hope  that  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. I  moved  to  omit  the  rest  of  it  simply  be- 
cause the  general  parliamentary  rule  nowisthat 
a  substitute  for  a  bill  is  an  amendment;  but  I 
think  the  last  part  is  an  entire  innovation  from 
parliamentary  law,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  informed, 
it  has  never  been  in  use  anywhere.  But  if  gentle- 
men will  pause  for  a  moment  they  will  see  it  is  a 
good  rule  to  adopt.  Suppose  an  ordinance  is  un- 
der discussion,  after  having  debated  it  here  an 
hour  and  a  half,  and  much  interest  is  manifested 
in  it,  an  amendment  is  proposed  and  discussion 
ensues  upon  that  amendment,  somebody  gets 
tired  and  moves  the  previous  question.  We  are 
all  so  tired  that  we  vote  to  order  the  previous 
question,  which  not  only  cuts  off  a  discussion 
upon  the  amendment,  but  upon  the  entire  ordi- 
nance; whereas,  if  this  rule  is  adopted,  a  member 
may  demand  the  previous  question  upon  that 
amendment,  and  the  adoption  of  it  will  simply 
cut  off  discussion  upon  the  amendment,  and  after 
that  has  been  settled  we  can  go  on  and  debate  the 
ordinance.  It  seems  a  good  rule,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Bailey's  amendment  to  Mr.  Whitmore's 
amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  amendment  as 
amended  was  adopted. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  amendment  of 


Mr.  Whitmore  to  rule  53,  limiting  debate  on  the 
previous  question  to  ten  minutes,  but  providing 
that  the  merits  of  the  main  question  shall  not  be 
discussed.    Adopted. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Whitmore  to  rule  62,  providing  that  in 
cases  of  appeal  the  question  shall  be  put  as  fol- 
lows: •'•Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as 
the  judgment  of  the  Council?"  etc. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  did  not  intend  to  interfere  in 
any  of  these  rules,  but  as  this  one  belongs  to  the 
Chair  I  might  seem  lacking  in  courtesy  if  I  failed 
to  second  the  motion  I  had  already  made  in  his 
behalf.  Last  year  when  a  member  was  in  the. 
chair — not  myself— the  question  was  put  and  it 
resulted  in  a  "doubt.  Under  the  rule  as  it  stands 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  lost,  owing;  to  the 
way  in  which  the  question  was  worded.  The  next 
morning  I  met  Speaker  Wade, who  adverted  to  the 
fact  and  said  it  was  something  unprecedented  in 
Ms  experience  or  reading.  It  was  understood 
that  the  Chair  had  the  affirmative,  and  the  ques- 
tion is  always  put,  Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  decision  of  the 
Council  ?  and  the  Chair  has  the  benefit  of  all  the 
affirmative  votes.  But  in  tne  case  which  hap- 
pened last  year  the  Chair  had  his  decision  over- 
ruled. Had  it  been  put  the  other  way  it  would 
have  been  sustained.  As  I  believe  the  Chair 
should  be  sustained  in  all  doubtful  cases,  I  hope 
the  Council  will  adopt  this  amendment,  as  in 
cases  of  doubt  it  is  better  to  maintain  the  au- 
thority of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Sibley — I  see  no  objection  to  that  amend- 
ment, if  it  makes  it  any  plainer.  I  thought  it 
was  very  well  before;  but  as  the  gentleman  has 
explained  it  I  hope  it  will  pass. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  as  amended  was 
accepted,  and  the  rules  as  amended  were  adopted. 

The  question  next  catne  upon  adopting  the 
order  reported  by  the  committee,  regulating  the 
use  of  the  roomsin  charge  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
provision  that  visitors  should  be  exempt  from 
the  privilege  of  smoking  in  the  anteroom,  so  that 
no  smoking  would  be  allowed.    Lost. 

The  orde'r  was  passed. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Sibley  moved  to  reconsider 
the  votes  by  which  the  rules  were  adopted,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

The  President — Before  the  Chair  proceeds  with 
the  unfinished  business,  he  would  say  in  refer- 
ence to  the  objection  made  to  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 — and  the 
Chair  is  sorry  to  see  the  gentleman  is  not  in  his 
seat  at  this  time— the  Chair  decided  that  debate 
is  out  of  order  when  he  is  engaged  in  solving  a 
doubt,  and  the  gentleman  troln  Ward  12  has 
quoted  a  certain  section  from  Cushing's  larger 
work.  The  Chair  would  call  the  attention  to  rule 
64,  which  reads  as  follows: 

•'If  the  President  is  unable  to  decide,  and  any 
member  doubts  the  vote,  the  President  shall 
cause  a  return  of  those  voting  in  the  affirmative 
and  negative  without  further  debate  on  the 
question." 

ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  "Ward  6  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment fof  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  majority  and 
minority  reports  and  ordinances  on  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  taxes.    (City  l_>oc.  IT.) 

Mr.  Kidney  said  there  was  considerable  busi- 
ness on  the  docket,  and  at  the  request  of  mem- 
bers who  desired  further  time  to  look  into  the 
matter,  he  moved  the  subject  be  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting,  at  eight  o'clock. 
Carried. 

TrNTTSISHED    BrSENTSS. 

Order  to  supply  furniture  for  public  buildings, 
and  to  make  necessary  repairs  on,  and  cause  to  oe 
kept  in  order,  the  City  Hall  and  the  police  sta- 
tions and  engine  houses.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  supply  furniture  for,  and  cause  to  be 
repaired  and  cleansed,  the  several  school  build- 
ings.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  purchase  supplies,  instruments,  draw- 
ing materials,  and  to  incur  other  necessary  ex- 
penses for  the  City  Engineer's  Department. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  make  like  purchases  and  incur  like 
expenses  for  the  City  Surveyor's  Department. 
Passed  in  concurrence." 

Order  to  contract  for  filling  all  or  part  of  Com- 
monwealth avenue  extension,  when  the  owners  of 
land  abutting  on  the  extension  shall  agree  to  the 
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simultaneous  filling  of  the  lands  within  the 
bouDds  of  Beacon  street,  West  Chester  park  and 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  to  prepare  and  print  an  index  of  names 
and  subjects  to  the  twelve  volumes  of  proceed- 
ings of  the  City  Council  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed 
$500.  Amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sweeney,  Si'.,  of 
"Ward  2  by  making  the  expense  not  exceeding 
$10011  and  to  be  changed  to  the  appropriation  for 
Printing.    Passed  as  amended.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  contract  during  the  present  year  for 
the  purchase  of  hay,  grain,  stock  and  supplies  for 
the  Health  Department.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

ELECTIONS. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  A  certificate 
came  down  of  the  election  of  Alderman  Wal- 
bridge  and  Councilmen  Lauteu  and  Brown  as 
trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24  an  election  was  ordered. 
Committee — Messrs.  Fisher  of  Ward  24,  Howard 
of  Ward  4,  and  Hancock  of  Ward  1.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19,  the  usual  recess  was 
taken  while  the  committee  were  out. 

Whole  number  of  votes 59 

Necessary  for  a  choice 30 

Alderman  Walbridge  had 59 

Councilman  Brown  had 58 

Councilman  Lauten  had 58 

One  ballot  for  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  not 
counted.    One  blank. 

Messrs.  Walbridge,  Brown  and  Lauten  were 
elected  in  concurrence. 

Director  for  Public  [nstltutions.  A.  certificate 
came  down  of  the  election  of  Paul  H.  Kendricken 
as  Director  for  Public  Institutions,  in  place  of 
John  Taylor  chosen  by  this  Council.  An  election 
was  ordered.  Committee — Messrs.  Wvman  of 
Ward  21,  Coe  of  Ward  23,  and  Denney  of  Ward  12. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5,  the  usual 
recess  was  taken  while  the  committee  were  out. 

Whole  number  of  votes 64 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

John  Tavlorhad 38 

Paul  H.  Kendricken 26 

Mr.  Taylor  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
Sent  up. 

Trustees  Public  Library.  The  Council  took  up 
as  unfinished  business  the  election  of  Trustees  of 
Public  Library.  Committee — Messrs.  Healy  of 
Ward  10,  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  and  Doherty  of 
Ward  7. 

.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8,  the  usual 
recess  was  taken  while  the  committee  were  out. 

Fifty-eight  ballots  were  cast,  of  which  Alder- 
man O'Brien  had  57,  and  Councilman  Pratt  58, 
and    Joseph  A.  Tucker  1. 

Messrs.  O'Brien  and  Pratt  were  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  The  Council, 
under  unfinished  business,  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion for  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Com- 
mittee—Messrs. Anthony  of  Ward  19,  Blakeinore 
of  Ward  23,  and  Swift  of  Ward  9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
took  the  usual  recess  while  the  committee  were 
out. 

Fifty-five  ballots  were  cast,  of  which  Alderman 
Breck  received  54,  Councilman  Brintnall  55,  and 
Councilman  Hancock  54,  and  Isaac  Rosnosky  1. 

Messrs.  Breck,  Brintnall  and  Hancock  were 
elected  in  concurrence. 

DECORATION    DAT. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  consid- 
ered the  order  to  allow  $200  for  each  post  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  for  Decoration  Day  expenses  and  relief 
of  families  of  deceased  or  disabled  soldiers  and 
sailors. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  would  like  to  ask,  for  infor- 
mation, how  many  posts  there  are  in  the  city? 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17— There  are  twelve  posts 
of  the  Grand  Army  located  in  Boston— numbers 
7;  11, 15,  23,  26,  32,  68,  92,  113, 125, 134  and  149-which 
will  make  an  appropriation  of  $2400. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Is  the  gentleman  who 
submitted  this  order  satisfied  that  these  funds  in 
every  case  go  in  the  direction  which  they  purport 
to  go  ?  I  know  that  has  been  a  question  when  this 
matter  has  come  up  before. 

Mr.  Perkins— In  reply  to  the  gentleman  I  would 
say  that  last  year  there  was  a  special  committee 
appointed  on  this  subject  to  investigate  the  whole 
in  atter  and  consider  whether  it  was  advisable  to 
appropriate  this  sum  for  the  N.  P.  Banks  Army 
and  Navy  Corps.  They  went  into  the  subject  very 
thoroughly  and  were  entirely  satisfied  that  so  far 
as  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  concerned 


every  dollar  of  it  was  properly  appropriated. 
They  reported  unanimously  against  giving  any 
money  to  the  Banks  Army  and  Navy  Corps  on  ac- 
count of  its  condition.  It  was  in  the  hands  of  a 
very  few,  who  acknowledged  that  they  had  mis- 
appropriated the  money,  but  in  the  case  of  the 
Grand  Army  they  reported  there  was  no  doubt 
that  every  dollar  of  it  was  properly  used. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  hope  this  order  will 
not  pass.  It  seems  to  me  that  two  hundred  dol- 
lars to  pay  for  Decoration  Day  expenses  is  a  use- 
less expenditure  of  money.  I  think  the  time  has 
arrived  when  we  should  d'o  away  with  any  display 
in  this  matter,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  isreviving 
old  quarrels.  It  is  reminding  people  of  what  has 
passed,  and  I  think  it  should  not  go  any  further. 
It  was  said  last  year  that  some  "of  this  money 
went  to  Grand  Army  posts  composed  of  only  tenor 
twelve  members  and  which  had  passed  out  of  exist- 
ence except  on  paper.  Whether  that  is  true  or 
not,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  amount  given  for  that 
purpose  is  a  useless  expenditure  of  money,  and  I 
think  the  thing  should  be  stopped  at  the  present 
moment.    I  am  not  In  favor  of  that  order. 

Mr.  Perkins— It  is  hardly  necessary  to  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward'8  in  such  remarks.  1 
hardly  think  any  gentleman  in  this  Council  will 
echo  the  sentiments  expressed  by  him.  If  he  will 
look  back  to  the  time  when  this  country  was  in 
trouble,  he  will  find  that  those  men  volunteered, 
and  deprived  themselves  of  all  the  luxuries  of 
home  and  friends,  went  into  the  army  and  served 
their  country,  and  by  their  help  this  nation  has 
been  saved  and  remains  intact.  The  appropria- 
tion of  twenty-four  hundred  dollars  once  a  year 
is  a  very  small  sum  to  repay  them  for  all  the  sac- 
rifices and  injuries  they  "received  in  behalf  of 
their  country.  I  do  not  believe  this  City  Govern- 
ment is  willing  to  start  in  t*ie  direction  pointed 
out  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8.  It  seems  to 
me  the  gratitude  of  this  city  to  those  men  cannot 
have  died  out  yet.  Without  any  further  remarks 
upon  the  subject,  I  hope  we  shall  come  to  a 
vote. 

Mr.  Christal— It  does  seem  to  me  from  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  that  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  duty  performed  by  the  gentlemen,  and  I 
shall  take  it  for  granted  that  all  these  parties 
who  participated  in  the  great  struggle  he  speaks 
of  exist  at  the  present  moment.  1  fail  to  see  it  in 
that  light.  But  the  way  it  stands  now  is,  there 
are  only  a  very  few  of  the  Grand  Army  existing. 
Twelve  posts  he  speaks  of,  and  the  number  in 
each  post]  I  have  not  heard  yet,  and  why  the 
country  has  done  these  men  justice  at  times.  No- 
body doubts  it,  and  the  country  is  doing  them  jus- 
tice today,  and  nobody  doubts  that;  and  nobody 
doubts  that  these  men  deserve  a  great  deal  of 
credit  for  the  patriotic  manner  in  which  they 
went  forth  to  save  the  country.  But  the  time  has 
come  when  these  things  should  be  forgotten;  and 
the  time  has  come  for  Boston  to  put  its  foot  down 
and  say  we  have  had  enough  of  this  strife,  and 
keep  it  out.  Whether  we  should  make  another 
appro  1  riation  for  this  purpose  or  not,  I  think 
should  be  considered.  I  see  no  propriety  in  ap- 
propriating money  tor  them  or  any  other  organ- 
ized faction  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  don't  think  the  time 
has  come  to  do  away  with  this  beautiful  custom. 
I  don't  propose  to  make  any  further  remarks  on 
thi  subject,  but  it  must  be  evident  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  8  did  not  do  any  service  to- 
wards preserving  the  country. 

The  roll  was  called  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Christal  was  called  he 
did  not  vote.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  roll-call 
Mr.  Sibley  called  for  the  enforcement  of  the  rule. 
Mr.  (  hristal's  name  was  called  and  he  answered 
"Yes." 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  61,  nays  0. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  was  presented.  The  expenditures 
for  repairs,  alterations  and  improvements  of  pub- 
lic buildings  include  all  the  buildings  belonging 
to,  or  hired  by,  the  city  (except  schoolhouses  and 
county  buildings),  used  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  City  Government  and  the  various  depart- 
ments, numbering  131,  and  the  amount  expended 
on  these  for  the  past  year  has  been  $68,912.13. 
The  following  are  the  buildings  from  which  rents 
have  been  received  during  the  past  year,  together 
with  the  amounts,  all  of  which  are  in  charge  of 
this  department. 
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Faneuil  Hall  Market  and  cellars,  $79,390.78; 
Faneuil  Hall  building,  stalls  and  cellars  under 
Faneuil  Hall,  $21,625.80;  Old  State  House,  $16,000; 
Quincy  Hall,  $3612.50;  Eastern-avenue  wharf, 
$3000;  house  94  Roxbury  street,  $300;  estate  37 
Boylston  street,  $1575;  stable,  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict, $150;  Curtis  Hall,  $120;  wardrooms,  $532; 
total,  $126,306.08. 

There  has  been  expended  on  county  buildings 
$29,367.03,  as  follows :  The  total  number  of  build- 
ings occupied  for  school  purposes,  owned  by  the 
city,  is  168,  containing  1296  schoolrooms;  in  ad- 
dition, colonies  are  established  in  six  buildings, 
hired  for  that  purpose,  furnishing  twelve  school- 
rooms, making  the  total  number  of  buildings  in 
which  school  sessions  are  held  174,  containing 
1308  schoolrooms.  The  expenditures  for  ordi- 
nary repairs,  supplies  and  furniture  for  these 
houses  for  the  past  year  have  been  $91,074.40. 
Seven  appropriations  for  new  buildings  and  im- 
provements have  been  in  charge  of  this  depart- 
ment during  the  past  year,  the  amount  of  appro- 
priations for  such  being  $498,000,  including  the 
heating  and  furnishing  of  a  portion  of  the  same. 
This  includes  the  amounts  appropriated  by  the 
City  Council  the  past  year,  together  with  the 
amount  carried  over  from  the  previous  year. 
These  are  the  English  High  and  Latin  School)  Po- 
lice Station  6,  grammar  school,  Brighton  District, 
primary  schoolhouse,  Charlestown. 

The  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation 
for  the  repairs  of  Eastern-avenue  wharf,  amount- 
ing to  $3500,  was  set  apart  for  repairing  the  build- 
ings of  the  Health  and  Paving  departments,  south 
yard;  also,  for  repairs  upon  the  roof  and  cellars  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market.  The  amount  expended  on 
this  appropriation  to  Jan.  1,  1880,  is $872.64.  Speak- 
ing tubes  and  electric  bells  have  been  introduced 
in  City  Hall,  by  order  of  the  City  Council,  at  a  cost 
Of  $1180.51. 

A  comparative  statement  of  the  number  of 
county  buildings,  public  buildings  and  school- 
houses,  together  with  the  number  of  feet  of  land 
covered  by  the  same,  between  the  years  1864  and 
1880,  is  given,  which  shows  the.  number  of  build- 
ing to  have  increased  in  sixteen  years  194  build- 
ings and  of  land  equivalent  to  eighty-four  acres. 
The  estimated  valuation  of  the  several  county, 
public  buildings  and,  schoolhouses,  including  fur- 
niture, land,  etc.,  is  as  follows:  County  buildings, 
$2,000,000;  public  buildings  $6,534,364;  school- 
houses,  $7,996,500;    total,  $16,530,864. 

The  rent  of,  and  in  some  instances  the  taxes  on, 
the  accommodation  for  the  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions,  Registrars  of  Voters,  Inspector  of 
Milk  and  Truant  Officers,  the  City  Solicitor,  the 
Police  Commissioners  and  the  Board  of  Health, 
on  Pemberton  square,  amount  to  $7900,  and  the 
Park  Commissioners  in  the  New  England  Eife  In- 
surance Building  pay  a  rent  of  $850.  Rooms  are 
also  leased  in  the  South  Boston  Savings  Bank 
Building  for  a  branch  of  the  Public  Library, 
at  an  annual  rent  of  $3000;  and,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  people  in  the  High- 
land District,  rooms  are  leased  in  the  building 
known  as  Fellowes  Athenaeum,  for  a  branch  li- 
brary, at  an  annual  rent  of  $1600.  The  city  also 
assumes  the  rent  of  the  lower  story  of  building 
674  Tremont  street,  owned  by  the  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Association,  the  city  having  the  free  use  oj 
their  boons  for  a  public  library  upon  the  payment 
of  the  annual  rent  of  $1000.  Rooms  are  hired  in 
"building  No.  39  Court  street  for  the  justices  of  the 
Superior  Court,  for  the  trial  of  jury- waived  cases, 
for  the  sum  of  $2400  yearly. 

The  public  pounds'are  located  at  Albany  street; 
Eagle  square,  East  Boston;  First  street,  South 
Boston;  Highland  street,  Almshouse  lot;  Alms- 
house lot,  Ward  24;  Town  House  lot,  Ward  25,  and 
South  street,  Ward  23. 

Boylston  Hall,  over  Boylston  Market,  is  hired 
for  a  drill  room  for  the  scholars  belonging  to  the 
Latin  and  English  High  schools. 

Bacon's  Hall,  Highlands,  is  hired  for  a  drill 
room  for  the  scholars  belonging  to  the  Roxburv 
High  School. 

Sent  up. 

PUBLIC    PARKS. 

The  fifth  annual  report  of  the  Park  Commission- 
ers was  received.    Sent  up. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ment for  the  year  1879  have  been — Balance  unex- 
pended Dec.  31,  1878,  on  Back-Bay  Park  land  ac- 
count, $35,607.80;  amount  paid  for  land  purchased 
in  1879  and  balance  unexpended  Dec.  31,  1879, 
$35,607.80. 

The  Back  Bay  Park  construction  account  is — 


Balance  unexpended,  Dec.  31,  1878,  $6846.36; 
amount  transferred  from  department  appropria- 
tion by  order  approved  March  15,  1879,  $1700;  ap- 
propriation for  the  financial  year  1879-80,  $120,000; 
total,  $128,540.36.  The  expenditures  from  this 
appropriation  on  this  ac  ount  to  Dec.  31,  1879, 
have  been  $79,785.44.  The  Back  Bay  Park  better- 
ment account  has  for  expenditures  $742.40,  and  an 
unexpended  account  of  $48,018.52,  which  squares 
the  above  figuring. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  depart- 
ment from  the  organization  ot  the  board,  Oct.  8, 
1875,  to  Dec.  31,  1879,  are  as  follows:  The  total  re- 
ceipts, less  income  and  balances  merging,  which 
return  to  the  city  as  revenue,  were  $662,402.01. 
The  total  expenditures  to  Dec.  31,  1879,  were — 
Back  Bay  Park  land  account,  $439,690.90;  Back 
Bay  Park  construction  account,  $133,873.41;  on  ac- 
count general  plan  of  parks,  $8219.46;  park  nur- 
sery, Austin  farm,  $1585.05;  Back  Bay  Park  better- 
ment account,  $926.80;  balance  unexpended  Dec. 
31,  1879,  $78,070  39;  total,  $662,402.01. 

The  appropriations  of  1879  lor  the  work  on  the 
Back  Bay  Park  were— For  filling  on  boundary 
road,  south  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad, 
$70,000;  lor  continuing  work  on  road  by  teams, 
$50,000;  total,  $120,000.  On  June  2,  1879,  proposals 
were  advertised  for,  for  filling  on  the  western 
boundary  road,  south  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad",  and  on  June  16  the  bid  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company  was  accepted,  ana  a 
contract  made  for  doing  the  work  and  supplying 
the  material. 

The  work  done,  under  the  inspection  of  City 
Engineer  Davis,  is  as  follows:  About  20,700 
squares  of  gravel  filling  had  been  deposited  to 
Dec.  31,  on  the  marginal  road  between  the  rail- 
road and  Longwood  entrance,  and  166,000  square 
feet  of  road  has  been  constructed  to  a  general 
width  of  fifty  feet,  and  an  average  grade  of  18.3. 
The  filling  by  carts  has  amounted  to  about  38,500 
loads,  or  5457  squares. 

The  commissioners  recommend  that  the  neces- 
sary authority  be  granted  them  to  secure,  either 
by  purchase  or  taking,  the  estates  comprising  so 
much  of  the  Charles  River  embankment,  proposed 
in  their  report  of  1876,  as  lies  upon  Charles  street, 
between  Leverett  and  Cambridge  streets,  and  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  leave  for  the  city  to  occupy  the  ad- 
jacent space  in  Charles  River  within  the  line 
described,  to  be  used  for  a  public  park  in  connec- 
tion with  the  said  estates.  This  improvement  would 
be  for  the  especial  health  and  enjoyment  of  the 
dense  population  living  in  the  northern 
and  northeastern  parts  of  the  city.  The  area  of 
the  estates  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  is  208,310 
square  feet,  o,  about  six  acres,  of  which  amount 
the  city  now  owns  40,000  square  feet,  occupied  by 
the  Paving  Department.  The  valuation  of  1879  of 
the  buildings  is  $34,100,  and  of  the  lands  $311,000; 
total,  $351,700,  of  which  amount  that  belonging  to 
the  city  is  for  buildings,  $10,000,  and  for  land, 
$70,000;  total,  $80,000,  leaving  amount  to  be  pur- 
chased as  by  Assessors'  valuation,  $271,700. 

The  residents  of  South  Boston,  as  well  as  citi 
zens  of  other  sections,  have  in  various  ways  dur- 
ing 1879  called  attention  to  the  subject  of  locating 
a  marine  park  at  City  Point.  Such  a  park  in  a 
maritime  city  would  seem  to  be  a  matter  of 
course,  provided  a  location  could  be  had.  Fortu- 
nately, the  requisite  physical  conditions,  with 
most  favorable  surroundings,  are  found  to  exist 
at  City  Point.  The  area  within  the  lines  that  land 
can  be  had  is  l^e^OOe  square  feet,  of  which  1,553,- 
844  square  feet  are  flats,  valued  by  the  Assessors 
at  a  half  cent  per  foot,  and  209.162  square  feet  of 
land,  valued  at  prices  varying  from  six  cents  to 
thirty-five  cents  per  foot.  The  total  value  of  the 
area  and  buildings  is  $50,000. 

Under  the  act  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  laving 
out  of  public  parks  in  or  near  the  city  of  Boston,  ' 
1875,  chapter  185,  sections  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  it  became 
the  duty  of  the  Board  to  assess  "any  benefit  and 
advantage,"  which  any  real  estate  may  receive 
"from  the  locating  and  laying  out  of  a  park  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  beyond  the  general  ad- 
vantages to  all  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Boston," 
and,  "provided  that  the  entire  amount  so  as- 
sessed upon  any  estate  shall  not  exceed  one-half 
of  the  amount  which  said  board  shall  adjudge  to 
be  the  whole  benefit  received  by  it." 

The  number  of  estates  or  lots  upon  which  a  bet- 
terment has  been  assessed  is  616,  with  a  total  area 
of  15,388,567  square  feet,  and  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  $431,972,  an  average  of  two  cents  and  eight 
mills  per  square  foot.  The  assessed  valuation  of 
the  lands  comprising   these   estates  was,  in  1877, 
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$11,143,751;  and  in  1879,  .$12,855,664;  showing  an 
increase  of  $1,711,913,  or  15  3-10  per  cent. 

The  gross  amount  of  the  betterment  is  25  2-10 
per  cent,  of  the  increase  in  valuation.  During 
the  same  period  the  reduction  in  the  valuation  of 
the  remaining  land  throughout  the  city  was  $36,- 
144,613,  or  12  8-10  per  cent.  Bills  for  assessments 
of  betterments  have  been  sent  to  the  city  collect- 
or for  collection,  the  proceeds  ol  which  will,  as 
provided  in  the  act,  be  paid  into  a  sinking  fund 
for  the  payment  of  the  park  bonds,  issued  for  the 
purchase  of  the  lands  taken. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Public  Parks  on  motion  of   *lr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21. 

BADGES. 

Under  unfinished  business,  the  Council  consid- 
ered the  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  procure  badges  for  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil who  desire  them,  at  a  cost  of  five  dollars  for 
each  badge. 

Mr  Healy  of  Ward  10  offered  an  amendment, 
"Provided  that  members  of  the  Council  who  de- 
sire shall  have  the  privilege  of  paying  for  the 
badges  which  are  furnished  them.''    Lost. 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Healy  of 
Ward  10  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wyinan  of  Ward  21,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered.   The  order  was  passed — yeas  49,  nays  14. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Barry,  Bigelow, 
Blakemore,  Bowker,  Brown,  Christal,  Coe,  Cionin, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Douahoe,  Dudley, 
Far  well,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Greenough, 
Hancock,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hollis,  OHosley,  Howard, 
Kendricken,  Kidney,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire, 
Morrison,  Nason,  O'Dowd,  Perkins,  Pray,  Roe-ers, 
H.  N.  Sawyer,  N.  Sawyer,  Sibley,  "Daniel  J. 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Swift, 
Taylor,Tucker,  Viles,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler. 
Whitmore— 49. 

Nays — Austin,  Brimbecom,  Child,  H.  Clapp, 
Freeman,  Healy,  Lane,  McLaughlin,  Parkman, 
Plimpton,  Pratt,  Ward,  Williams,  Wyman — 14. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Brintnall,  Brown, 
Christal,  Clapp,  Denney.  Devine,  Devlin,  Mc- 
Namara,  Murphy,  Sweetser — 10, 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Maguire  of 
"Ward  19,  Wyman  of  Ward  21,  and  Brown  of  Ward 
23  a  committee  to  procure  badges. 

SKATING  ON  PUBLIC  GARDEN  POND. 

Under  untinished  business,  the  Council  consid- 
ered the  order  for  the  Committee  on  Common  to 
keep  the  Public  Garden  Pond  in  condition  for 
skating  during  the  present  season. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  know  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Squares  is  one  of  the  most  pow- 
erful committees  of  the  City  Council,  but  I  don't 
think  it  is  quite  powerful  enough  to  carry  out  the 
order  as  it  now  stands,  because  they  are  to  keep 
the  pond  in  proper  condition  for  skating,  what- 
ever the  weather  may  be.  or  whatever  accidents 
may  happen.  I  should  like  to  amend  the  order 
by  inserting  the  words  "as  far  as  possible."  I 
should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds  is 
nearly  expended,  and  the  Council  need  not  be  sur- 
prised if  we  come  in  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Parkman's  amendment  was  adopted  and 
the  order  as  amended  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

WASHINGTON'S   BIRTHDAY. 

Among  the  assignments  for  the  evening  was  the 
order  to  ring  the  bells  and  display  flags  on  Feb. 
23,  in  commemoration  of  the  birthday  of  George 
Washington. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  amend  by  omitting  the 
words  "bells  to  be  rung."    Declared  lost. 

Mr.  Parkman  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council 
was  divided— 17  for,  35  against — and  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  any  one  can  inform  me  I  de- 
sire to  know  who  has  authority  to  ring  the  bells. 
My  impression  is  that  last  year  the  bells  were  not 
rung  on  the  Fourth  of  July  because  it  was  in 
charge  of  the  police  authorities  and  was  an  addi- 
tional cost  which  they  did  not  deem  necessary.  I 
question  whether  the  order  is  in  such  a  form  that 
the  Mayor  can  cause  it  to  be  done.  My  impres- 
sion is  that  last  year  only  the  Hollis-street  bell 
rung,  and  that  at  the  expense  of  the  society.  I 
move  that  the  order  be  laid  upon  the  table  in  or- 
der to  find  out  in  what  way  it  should  be  provided 
for. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  hope  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table  will  not  prevail.  I  am  glad 
there  is  one  patriotic  church  in  Boston.  I  believe 
the  Fire  Commissioners  have  the  ringing  of  the 


bells.  The  expense  of  ringing  them  on  a  day  like 
that  is  a  very  small  matter.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  consider  this  only  one  of  the  means  of 
commemorating  the  birthday  of  the  forefathers 
of  our  country. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  52,  nays  1. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Barry,  Blake- 
more, Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  Chris- 
tal, H.  B.  Clapp,  Coe,  Cronin,  Doherty,  Donahoe, 
Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Free- 
man, Greenough,  Hancock,  Hart,  Healy,  Hilton, 
Hosley,  Howard,  Kidney,  Lane,  Lauten,  Lovell, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Nason,  O'Dowd,  Park- 
man,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  Pray.  Rogers,  H.  N. 
Sawyer,  Sibley,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Swift,  Taylor, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Ward,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Williams,  Wyman— 53. 

Nays — Mr.  Whitmore — 1. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Austin,  Bigelow, 
Brintnall,  H.  Clapp,  Denney,  Devine,  Devlin,  C. 
F.  Doherty,  Hollis,  Kendricken,  McNamara,  Mor- 
rison, Murphy,  Perkins,  N.  Sawyer,  D  J.  Swee- 
ney, Sr.,  Sweetser — 17. 

PETITIONS     PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Petitions  of  Paul- 
ine Nuremberg  to  be  paid  for  injuries  through 
defective  sidewalk  on  westerly  side  of  Harrison 
avenue,  Jan.  3,  1880;  John  Donovan  to  be  paid 
for  personal  injuries  received  while  at  work  at 
Deer  Islaud.  Severally  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Boston  &  Albany 

-  Railroad    Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 

building  on  Devon  street,  Ward  25.    Referred  to 

the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 

Buildings.     Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Jno. 
T.  Wogan  &  Co.,  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  bill 
board  on  city  land  at  corner  ol  Eliot  street  and 
Columbus  avenue.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  of  leave  to  withdraw 
on  the  petition  of  Deborah  B.  Pearce,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  personal  injuiies  received  on  Vernon 
street.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PENSIONING  FIREMEN. 

Mr.  Bowker  of  Ward  16  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the  com- 
munications of  the  Fire  Commissioners  in  rela- 
tion to  pensioning  aged  and  disabled  firemen,  re- 
ferred from  last  year,  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order — That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its 
present  session,  for  the  passage  of  an  act  ena- 
bling the  city  of  Boston  to  pension  members  of 
the  Fire  Department,  who,  by  reason  of  long  ser- 
vice or  injuries  sustained  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty,  may  become  incapacitated  from  active 
duty.    Order  passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Christal  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

PRESERVATION  OP  CEMETERIES. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  to  whom 
were  referred,  as  a  part  of  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  1879,  the  report  and  orders  relative  to  the 
preservation  of  cemeteries,  and  also  the  order  of 
the  present  City  Council  upon  the  same  subject, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  part 
of  the  City  Council,  inasmuch  as  a  bill  has  been 
introduced  into  the  Legislature,  which,  if  adopted, 
will  accomplish  the  purpose  of  the  orders  above 
mentioned. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

FIRE    MARSHAL. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  consider  and 
report  on  the  ex  pediency  of  the  creation  of  the 
office  of  Fire  Marshal,  and  also  what,  if  any,  ad- 
ditional legislation  is  necessary. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Christal  moved  the  reference  of  the  order 
to  the  Fire  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  it  was  a  proper  order  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.    No  doubt 
they  will  take  the  advice  of  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers. 
IgiMr.  Christal — I  accept. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

EXTENSION  OF  D   STREET. 

Mr.  Donahoe  of  Ward  15  offered  an  order — That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested,  to  petition  the 
General  Court  at  its  present  session  for  the  pas- 
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sage  of  an  act  to  enable  the  city  of  Boston  to 
extend  D  street  across  the  Old  Colony  Kailroad  at 
grade. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Coe — It  seems  to  me  that  order  should  he 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Mr.  Donahoe — I  would  like  to  state  in  explana- 
tion of  that,  I  believe  the  subject  was  brought  up 
last  year,  and  I  suppos j  most  gentlemen  here  are 
familiar  with  it;  but  I  would  like  to  state  the 
facts  in  regard  to  it.  The  Old  Colony  Railroad,  in 
passing  thiough  South  Boston,  separates  one  por- 
tion from  the  other,  except  the  two  parts  of  Dor- 
chester street  and  Dorchester  avenue.  They  are 
a  mile  distant  from  each  other.  They  propose  to 
have  D  street,  half-way  between  these  two  points, 
cross  the  Old  Colony  Kailroad  at  grade.  This  will 
bring  into  use  a  great  deal  of  land  now  unoccu- 
pied, and  enable  people  to  cross  from  one  point  to 
the  other  without  going  a  long  distance.  This 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Kailroad  Commission- 
ers, on  a  petition  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  cross  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  at  grade;  but  the  decision  of 
the  commissioners  was  in  favor  of  the  com- 
pany. But  the  South  Boston  people  did  not 
wish  to  let  it  rest,  and  petitioned  a  second 
time.  The  commissioners  have  not  yet  made 
up  their  report,  but  enough  has  been  heard 
to  indicate  that  the  report  will  be  against  the 
petitioners.  The  only  alternative  will  be  to 
petition  the  Legislature,  and  as  next  week  will  be 
the  last  when  new  business  can  be  brought  before 
them,  it  was  thought  best  to  present  this  order 
for  a  petition  for  an  act  to  cross  the  railroad  at 
grade.  It  is  not  believed  that  it  would  pass  the 
City  Government  unless  the  street  crossed  the 
railroad  at  grade. 

Mr.  Coe— It  is  very  evident  that  this  matter  is 
one  of  a  great  deal  of  importance,  and  we  should 
not  commit  ourselves  to  anything  hastily.  It  be- 
ing of  so  much  importance,  I  still  think  we  should 
have  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Streets  on 
the  subject.  Unless  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
who  are  familiar  with  the  subject,  explain  it,  I 
shall  insist  upon  my  motion  to  refer  to  that  com- 
mittee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets.    Sent  up. 

ASSESSORS'  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  at  its  present  session  for 
such  enactments  as  will  permit  the  city  of  Boston 
to  delegate  to  such  officers  or  boards  as  the  City 
Council  shall  from  time  to  time  designate  any 
powers  of  appointing  or  nominating  Assistant 
Assessors  or  clerks,  or  of  acting  as  such  assist- 
ants or  clerks. 

The  order  was  declared  refused  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  'Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  and 
was  about  to  speak  on  the  subject,  when  the 
President  put  the  question  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Bailey  asked  if  it  was  not  debatable,  and 
the  President  said  he  did  not  see  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  rise. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  the  vote  will  be  recon- 
sidered, for  I  had  no  chance  to  explain  it,  al- 
though I  had  risen  to  do  so  before  the  question 
was  put.  If  this  matter  of  the  Assistant  Assessors 
had  not  been  specially  assigned  I  intended  to 
offer  this  order  when  it  was  under  discussion.  As 
I  understand  it,  the  plan  proposed  by  the  minor- 
ity will  be  thrown  out  on  a  technicality.  At  least, 
it  was  stated  before  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, last  year,  that  the  power  of  appointing 
Assistant  Assessors  could  not  be  exercised  by  any 
one  except  as  prescribed  in  the  city  charter.  By 
the  city  charter  we  have  power  to  elect  As- 
sessors by  the  Aldermen  alone,  by  the  City 
Council,  or  direct  that  they  be  elected 
in  the  wards.  Quoting  from  memory,  I  be- 
lieve those  are  the  only  provisions.  Quoting 
from  the  minority  report^  the  question  now 
arises  whether  it  might  not  be  desirable  to  have 
the  nominations  made  by  the  superior  board. 
This  power  must  be  obtained  from  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  any  legislation,  if  obtained  this  year, 
must  be  provided  for  now.  I  hope  the  order  will 
be  reconsidered,  so  as  to  enable  the  Mayor  to  in- 
troduce this  petition  to  the  Legislature.  As  the 
discussion  goes  on  we  may  regret  we  did  not  make 
the  request  of  the  Legislature  for  authority  to 
make  these  appointments.  I  think  it  is  wise  to 
obtain  all  such  powers  from  the  Legislature.  The 
chances  of  going  to  the  Legislature  are  practical- 
ly limited  to  two  or  three  meetings  of  the  Council 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year.    If  we  wish  to  make 


any  changes  in  this  direction,  we  must  pass  this 
order  at  the  present  time.  We  are  not  obliged 
to  exercise  this  authority  if  the  Legislature 
grants  it. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6 — I  object  to  passing  this 
order  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour  it  is 
brought  in.  Early  in  the  evening  many  members 
asked  to  have  the  matter  of  the  Assessors  espe- 
cially assigned,  which  was  done.  The  hour  is  late, 
and  many  who  were  here  early  in  the  evening- 
have  gone  home. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  voted  for  the  order  simply  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  asking  for  authority  which  I 
think  the  City  Council  ought  to  have.  Whether 
we  should  exercise  it  is  an  after  consideration. 
The  time  will  soon  go  by  when  such  an  order  can 
be  offered,  and  certainly  if  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  on  Assessor's  Department 
is  adopted,  we  should  pass  this  order,  and  request 
the  Legislature  to  give  us  power  to  adopt  that 
plan.  It  suggested  itself  to  my  mind  that  the 
law  would  have  to  be  changed  in  case  the  report 
of  the  minority  is  carried  out.  I  think  it  is  ad- 
visable to  have  the  power  in  our  own  hands. 

Mr.  Kidney — Could  not  this  order  be  introduced 
by  any  member  of  the  Legislature  from  Boston 
without  giving  it  the  additional  weight  of  having 
the  Mayor  petition  for  it,  the  same  as  was  stated 
in  regard  to  the  order  concerning  the  City  Hospi- 
tal ? 

Mr.  Bailey — Certainly  it  could,  only  in  that  case 
we  were  petitioning  for  an  act  of  incorporation, 
thereby  binding  us  to  that  course.  In  this  case 
we  simply  ask  for  authority  to  act  in  a  certain 
way  in  regard  to  a  department,  which  we  now 
have  not  the  power  to  do.  If  we  had  petitioned 
for  an  act  of  incorporation  of  the  trustees  of  th  e 
City  Hospital,  subject  to  our  approval,  that  would 
have  been  another  thing;  but  the  order  was  to  pe- 
tition for  an  act  of  incorporation.  In  this  case 
we  are  asking  for  authority  to  do  something  which 
we  don't  know  whether  we  want  to  do  or  not. 

Mr.  Kidney — Another  objection  is  that  we  some- 
times get  more  than  we  ask  for,  though  I  don't 
know  whether  there  would  be  any  danger  of  that 
in  this  case. 

Mr.  Christal— This  matter  seems  to  have  devel- 
oped a  great  deal  of  debate.  It  is  of  considerable 
importance,  and  one  which,  if  acted  upon  hastily, 
might  make  a  great  deal  of  mischief.  I  move  to 
specially  assign  to  the  next  meeting  at  nine 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  trust  that  motion  will 
not  prevail,  but  that  it  will  be  voted  down,  that 
we  shall  vote  to  reconsider  and  then  pass  the  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Sibley — I  hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail. 
This  is  only  going  to  the  Legislature  and  asking 
for  authority.  I  am  not  so  distrustful  that  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  will  abuse  their  privileges 
to  any  extent.  The  City  Council  will  discuss  all 
these  questions  when  they  come  up  and  decide 
upon  them.  What  my  opinion  will  be  when  it 
comes  up  1  know  not. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  the  reconsidera- 
tion prevailed,and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time 
and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Kidney — I  merely  repeat  that  I  object  to 
passing  this  order  on  account  of  the  lateness  of 
the  hour.  It  was  expressly  understood  early  in 
the  evening  that  this  matter  should  be  laid  over, 
and  a  great  many  members  have  gone  home.  It 
is  an  important  matter  and  should  not  be  be  acted 
upon  hurriedly. 

Mr  Christal — It  seems  to  me  that  under  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order  as  it  now  stands,  some  party 
who  is  unworthy  will  receive  the  appointment. 
Under  the  existing  laws  the  men  who  receive  the 
appointment  are  familiar  with  the  committee, 
and  the  committee  know  whether  they  are  compe- 
tent to  fill  the  position.  If  this  order  passes, 
some  parties  not  familiar  with  the  duty  will  get 
the  position.  Now,  sir,  it  is  not  my  desire  to  see 
men  get  office  because  they  have  some  distin- 
guished friends  in  their  behalf,  but  it  is  my  desire 
to  see  men  who  are  competent  placed  in  that  posi- 
tion. I  do  think  it  is  an  injustice  to  these  men 
who  have  gone  from  this  hall  tonight,  to  pass  this 
order.  I  would  like  to  move  the  assignment  to- 
the  next  meeting  at  nine  o  clock. 

The  President— The  motion  is  out  of  order. 

The  order  was  declared  passed. 

Mr.  Kidney  doubted  the  vote;  the  Council  was 
divided— 40  for  and  12  against. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Plimpton  of  Ward 
21. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    2     1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  (second  draft)  were 
drawn  for  the  January  term  of  the  Superior  Court, 
second  session,  and  thirty-two  traverse  jurors 
were  drawn  for  the  same  court,  first  session. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  John  C.  Stiles, 
for  leave  to  run  a  portion  of  his  coaches  on  their 
return  trips  through  Court  and  Howard  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  John  G.  Spear  et 
al.,  that  a  lamp  be  located  at  the  corner  of  Oak 
street  and  May  place;  Edward  K.  Baker  et  al.,  for 
oil  lamps,  on  Bodvvell  street,  Ward  20. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 
David  H.  Sheehan,  to  be  paid  for  services  ren- 
dered the  city  in  Department  of  Common,  etc. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Michael 
Donahoe,  that  a  new  bond  be  given  for  an  old 
one  given  for  an  estate  on  Middlesex  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  W.  E.  Bart- 
lett  to  be  paid  for  work  done  on  Polk-strect 
schoolhonse. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  E.  G.  Pond,  for  leave  to  ereet 
a  wooden  building  on  F  street,  between  First  and 
Dove  streets;  Moody  Merrill,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Columbia  street,  near  Seaver 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  by 
Charles  Weschrob,  old  wooden,  two  horses,  Ger- 
man street,  Ward  23;  Willis  T.  Emery,  old  wood- 
en, seven  cows  and  two  horses,  Ward  street,  Ward 
20;  Patrick  Collins,  new  wooden,  four  cows  and 
one  horse,  Oakland  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  W.  R.  Cavanagh, 
to  move  a  wooden  building  from  First  street,  near 
L  street,  to  foot  of  N  street,  near  ninth  street;  E. 
F.  King  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  India  street,  from  the 
Custom  House  to  Atlantic  avenue,  be  repaved; 
James  J.  Grace,  for  leave  to  lay  down  a  new 
street  pavement  or  carriage  rail  in  some  street; 
New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
et  al.,  that  Avery  street  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks;  Robert  G.  Seymour  etal.,  that  brick  side- 
walks be  laid  on  Ruggles  street,  from  Shawmut 
avenue  to  Cabot  street;  Josephus  Morton  et  al., 
that  Bowdoin  avenue  and  Eldon  street  be  put  in 
order;  Stearns  &  George,  for  leave  to  set  tele- 
phone poles  on  VVestern,avenue,  Brighton;  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners,  for  leave  to  set  telegraph 
posts  on  Warren  street,  Roxbury;  Thomas  W. 
Bicknell  et  al.,  that  Harvard,  School,  Abbott  and 
Wales  streets  be  put  in  order;  F.  Ganter  et  al., 
that  Lamartine  street,  between  Centre  and  Boyls- 
ton  street,  be  macadamized;  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company,  for  leave  to  lay  down  a  double 
track  on  Meridian  street  bridge;  S.  P.  Dexter 
et  al.,  that  Hancock  street,  Dorchester,  may  be  put 
in  order,  sidewalks  laid,  etc.;  Moses  Kimball, 
that  the  circle  in  Park  square,  discontinued 
as  a  highway,  be  curbed  and  that  a  lamp  post  be 
placed  thereon;  Owen  Nawn  et  al.,  that  Lamartine 
street,  from  Centre  street  to  Boylston  street,  be 
graded;  George  A.  Shaw  et  al.,  that  Blue  Hill  av- 
enue be  graded  and  put  in  order  from  Columbia 
to  Walk  Hill  street;  Henry  Dudley  et  al.,  that 
Albans  street  be  graded  and  put  in  order;  James 
A.  Riedell  et  al.,  that  Newbury  street  be  macad- 
amized and  edgestones  set  from  Dartmouth  to 
Hereford  streets;  Central  Massachusetts  Tele- 
phone Company,  for  leave  to  set  certain  poles  in 
the  Brighton  District;  A.  W.  Hastings  et  al.,  that 
Poplar  street,  Ward  23,  be  gravelled  and  put  in 
order;  G.  F.  Burkhardt,  for  leave  to  project  a 
platform  upon  sidewalk  and  Parker  street,  oppo- 
site Long-wood  avenue;  Henry  Clay  et  al.,  that 
Neponset  avenue  be  put  in  order  from  Mill  street 
to  the  bridge;  John  W.  Hollis  et  al.,  that  Brighton 
avenue  be  macadamized;  Charles  E.  Turner  et  al., 
that  Saratoga  street  be  put  in  order  near  the  rail- 
road crossing,  and  that  a  plank  walk  be  laid;  S.  P. 
Dexter  et  al.,  for  increase  of  light  in  street  lamps 
of  Dorchester;  Elbridge  Torrey  et  al.,  for  increase 
of  light  in  street  lamps  of  Dorchester;  C.  F.  Swan 
et  al.,  for  more  light  at  Dorchester  Lower  Mills; 


W.  O.  Taylor  et  al.,  for  increase  of  light  for  street 
lamps  of  Dorchester;  William  Gray,  Jr.,  et  al., 
that  a  four-foot  burner  be  substituted  for  the 
street  lamps  of  Dorchester;  F.  Jonea  et  aZ.,that 
Union  avenue  be  put  in  order;  Emerson  Wheeler 
etal.,  for  crosswalks  at  corner  of  Cambridge  and 
North  Harvard  streets,  Ward  25;  George  B.  Liver- 
more  et  al.,  for  crosswalks  on  Winship  street  at 
Washington  street,  Ward  25;  George  H.  Brooks 
etal.,  that  Faneuil  street,  Ward  25,  be  put  in 
order. 

Alderman  Wliitten  presented  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Downer  et  al.,  residents  in  Dorchester, 
representing  that  Dorchester  avenue  is,  and  long 
has  been,  in  a  condition  unfit  for  use,  and  urgent- 
ly requesting  that  it  be  put  in  state  of  repair 
more  suitable  for  so  important  an  approach  to 
the  city.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall— William  F. 
Brooks.    Confirmed. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market— George 
E.  McKay.    Confirmed. 

Superintendent  of  Lamps— George  H.  Allen. 
Confirmed. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Charles  H.  Moseley.  Con- 
firmed. 

Inspector  of  Milk — Martin  Griffin.    Confirmed. 

HEARING.  ON    STEAM    ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  petition  of  Chadwick 
Lead  Works  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam 
engine  at  173  High  street.  No  objections.  Refer- 
red to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

THE  WEST  ROXBURY   PARK. 

Under  unfinished  business,  the  Board  consid- 
ered the  report  and  order  to  purchase  400  acres 
for  a  public  park  in  West  Roxbury,  in  accordance 
with  plan  in  City  Doc.  42, 1876,  and  to  issue  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  $850,000  to  meet  the  expenses. 
Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent  ot  Public 
Buildings.    (City  Doc.  18.)    Placed  on  file. 

Annual  report  of  Public  Parks  Department. 
(City  Doc.  15.)    Placed  on  file. 

Report  "No  further  action  necessary,"  on  order 
lor  better  presevation  of  cemeteries,  as  an  act  has 
been  passed  for  that  purpose.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Health  to  purchase 
supplies  for  his  department  under  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Health.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Clerk  of  Committees  to  prepare  a 
classified  index  to  the  twelve  volumes  of  Pro- 
ceedings of  City  Council,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
$1000,  to  be  charged  to  appropriation  for  Print- 
ing.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  keep 
the  pond  on  the  Public  Garden  in  good  order  for 
skating.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  observance  of  Washington's 
Birthday  by  display  of  flags  and  ringing  of  bells, 
etc.    Passed  in  concurrence;  yeas,  12;  nays,  0. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of 
Deborah  B.  Pearce  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  highway.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court 
for  an  act  to  enable  the  city  to  extend  D  street 
across  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  at  grade.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Streets,  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  apply  for  an  act  to  enable 
the  city  of  Boston  to  pension  members  of  the  Fire 
Department  in  certain  proper  cases.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to  re- 
port on  the  expediency  of  establishing  the  office 
of  "Fire  Marshal."    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for 
an  act  to  enable  the  city  to  delegate  to  such 
boards  as  it  may  determine  the  powers  of  ap- 
pointing assistant  assessors  or  clerks,  or  of  per- 
sons acting  as  such  assistant  clerks.  Indefinitely 
postponed  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck. 

DECORATION    DAY. 

An  order  came  up  to  allow  each  post  of  the 
Grand  Army  $200  for  purpose  of  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Decoration  Day,  or  assisting  the 
families  of  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  understand  there  is  a  great 
difference  of  opinion  existing  today  amongst  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  Posts  as  to  how  this 
$200  should  be  expended.  A  great  many  of  them 
think  if  the  money  was  appropriated  for  other 
purposes  than  that  of  decorating  graves,  and  if 
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each  post  was  allowed  to  use  the  $200,  they  could 
do  a  great  deal  more  good  with  it  in  taking  care 
of  the  lame  and  disabled  soldiers,  than  if  they 
spend  it  in  decorating  graves  on  the  30th  day  of 
May.  1  have  no  objection  to  making  the  appro- 
priation, but  the  question  arises  whether  it  is  not 
better  that  the  money  shall  be  expended  in  some 
way  which  will  help  the  disabled  soldiers,  than  to 
decorate  graves. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

SOUTH  110STON*   I'AItK. 

When  the  annual  report  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners had  been  acted  on  in  concmrence,  Alder- 
man Breck  said — I  have  received  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Confmissioners  containing 
some  important  information  they  had  not  re- 
ceived when  the  annual  report  was  printed. 
With  your  permission,  I  will  read  the  communi- 
cation' in  relation  to  the  lands  at  South  Boston 
for  a  park — 

Park  Department, 
No.  87  Milk  Street,  Post  Office  Squaue, 
Boston,  Feb.  2,  1880. 

C.  H.  B.  Breck.  Esq.,  Chairman  Committee  on 
Public  Parks :  Dear  Sir— In  our  annual  report — 
Jan.  20,  1880  (City  Dec.  No.  15)— we  say  in  regard 
to  the  matter  of  a  marine  park  at  City  Point  : 
"The  Commissioners  have  thus  far  been  unable 
to  secure  any  terms  for  the  sale  to  the  city  of  the 
lands  and  flats  referred  to,  the  owners  of  the 
principal  part  of  the  area  declining  to  fix  a  price." 

Since  the  report  was  in  print  we  have  received 
offers  of  several  estates  within  the  territory  sug- 
gested for  the  park,  from  the  owners,  as  follows  : 
Samuel  H.  Russell,  representing  987,692  feet  of 
flats,  valued  by  the  Assessors  at  one-half  cent  per 
foot,  or  ¥4900,  offered  for  five  cents  per  foot,  or 
.$49,000;  Benjamin  Dean  and  Augustus  Russ,  75,000 
feet  of  land  and  flats,  valued  by  the  Assessors  at 
$1900,  offered  for  $25,000;  "Walter  Smith,  84,1000 
feet  of  land  and  flats,  valued  by  the  Assessors  at, 
land,  $7500,  buildings,  $7300,  offered  for  $30,00: 
Henry  W.  Nelson,  212,500  feet  of  land  and  flats, 
valued  by  the  Assessors  at,  land,  $12,500,  build- 
ings, $3700,  offered  for  $50,000;  the  four  estates 
aggregating  $154,000,  leaving  two  estates  for 
which  no  offers  have  been  received,  namely,  Pat- 
rick Holley,  29,487  feet  of  land,  valued  by  the  As- 
sessors at  $6000;  and  Robert  Scott,  374,274  feet  of 
land  and  flats,  valued  by  the  Assessors  at  $6800. 
The  total  valuation  being  $50,600. 
Yours  truly. 

C.  H.  Dalton,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Parks.  Sent 
down. 

WASTE  OF  WATER. 

An  order  came  down  to  petition  the  Legislature 
tor  an  act  to  authorize  the  city  of  Boston  to  regu- 
late the  use  of  water  by  metres. 

Alderman  Yiles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  not  only  do  not  like  the 
appearance  of  this  order,  but  I  don't  like  the 
haste  with  which  it  was  put  through  the  other 
branch  of  the  City  Government.  The  order  was 
presented,  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the 
order  was  passed  with  but  a  very  brief  explana- 
tion; and  after  it  was  passed  it  was  clinched  by  a 
motion  to  reconsider,  which  was  rejected.  This  is 
a  very  important  matter  and  ought  to  receive 
more  consideration  than  it  did  in  the  Council,  i 
am  surprised  at  the  intelligent  men  up  there  in 
the  Council  allowing  such  an  order  as  that  to  pass 
with  their  eyes  closed,  for,  in  fact,  they  did  so.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  body  of  taxpayers  in  the 
city  of  Boston  who  have  been  more  imposed  upon 
than  the  water  takers.  They  have  had  to  pay  the 
interest  on  an  imaginary  debt;  surplus  revenue 
that  ought  to  have  been  placed  to  reduce  the 
water  debt  has  been  diverted  from  it.  Well,  now, 
what  does  this  waste  of  water  amount  to  ?  Some 
statistics  accompanying  the  report  give  us  54,226 
water  takers  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  of  these 
30,028  are  houses.  What  do  these  water  meters 
cost?  The  Water  Registrar  and  the  gentleman 
who  introduced  this  matter  in  the  Common  Coun- 
cil fix  the  price  of  these  meters  at  $25  each;  but  I 
find  that  $25  is  the  lowest  price  at  which  they  are 
sold;  that  they  co-it  $25,  $50,  $75,  $100  and  $175. 
By  taking  the  lowest  price,  any  Alderman  can  as- 
certain what  it  is  going  to  cost  to  put  in  54,226 
meters  to  fix  a  value  on  the  water  consumed  by  so  . 
many  takers.  I  believe  you  will  have  as  the  sum, 
$1,345,650.  But  it  would  be  lair  to  assume  the 
meters  would  cost  a  much  larger  sum  than  that 
if   they  were  to  be    attached     to     every   dwell- 


ing. I  don't  see  how  you  can  carry  out 
this  scheme  equitably  without  attaching  a  meter 
to  every  dwelling.  You  can  force  it  on  to  one 
house  and  not  force  it  on  to  another.  If  a  water 
meter  is  forced  upon  my  premises,  it  is  my  duty 
to  have  it  forced  upon  my  neighbor.  I  think  the 
passage  of  this  order  is  merely  the  entering  wedge 
to  force  the  city  of  Boston  to  buy  54,000  water 
meters,  at  a  cost  of  $25  each  or  upwards.  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  three  basins  we  have  built  and 
almost  completed  to  hold  the  water  of  Sudbury 
River  have  nearly  cost  $750,000,  including  land 
damages  and  all  expenses.  Those  basins  will  hold 
one-quarter  of  all  the  water  consumed  in  Boston 
in  a  year.  Well,  now,  it  is  a  very  common  remark 
that  in  some  cases  the  remedy  is  worse  than  the 
disease.  Here  is  an  example  in  point.  The  reme- 
dy proposed  to  prevent  this  waste  of  water  is 
worse  than  the  disease.  If  $750,000  will  build 
three  water  basins  on  Sudbury  River,  the  nearly 
$1,500,000  these  meters  would  cost  would  build  six 
of  such  basins,  that  would  hold  all  the  wa- 
ter the  city  of  Boston  could  consume  in  a 
year.  If  this  waste  of  water  is  to  be  pre- 
vented, it  appears  to  me  that  the  expense  of  do- 
ing it  by  meters  will  be  far  more  than  if  we  al- 
lowed the  citizens  of  Boston  to  use  just  what 
water  they  pleased  without  putting  aiiy  restric- 
tion upon'them.  I  do  not  believe  in  this  great 
waste  of  water.  The  poor  water  takers  are  every 
year  threatened  more  or  less  by  the  Water  Board 
in  regard  to  this  great  waste  of  water,  but  I  be- 
lieve that  sins  are  put  on  their  shoulders  which 
don't  belong  to  them.  And  why  so?  We  have  in 
the  city  of  Boston  twenty-three  urinals,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  Water  Registrar  they  would  con- 
sume 8640  gallons  a  day,  making  69,000,000  a  year. 
The  amount  charged  the  Health  Department  for 
the  water  consumed  by  these  urinals  is  a  mere 
nominal  sum.  It  is  a  very  small  sum.  But  the 
water  consumed  by  these  urinais  goes  into  the 
waste  that  is  attributed  to  the  water  takers.  It 
is  put  upon  their  shoulders.  1  look  upon  that  not 
as  a  waste,  but  as  a  necessity.  These  urinals 
don't  consume  any  more  water  than  should 
be  used  to  keep  them  clean  and  pure. 
But  still,  in  the  average  presented  heie, 
the  water  consumed  by  these  urinals  is 
put  down  as  waste  by  the  private  consumers.  We 
also  have  titty-two  drinking  fountains  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  Tkey  run  more  or  less  during  the 
year,  and  consume  millions  of  gallons  of  water; 
and  the  city  does  not  get  any  corresponding  re- 
turn from  the  department.  That  use  of  water  is 
put  upon  the  water  takers,  and  the  remedy  is  that 
meters  shall  be  attached  to  each  dwelling  at  an 
expense  of  $25  and  upwards,  to  prevent  this 
waste.  I  might  say  that  in  the  summer  our  foun- 
tains are  playing  all  over  the  city,  and  consume 
large  quantities  of  water.  I  might  say  the  Fire 
Department  consumes  much  water.  It  is  n't 
"waste.  But  if  in  the  measurement  of  valne.  the 
water  that  is  used  and  consumed  or  wasted  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  cannot  be  accounted  for  at  an  av- 
erage expense  of  two  cents  per  100  gallons,  the 
balance  is  always  called  waste,  and  the  poor  wa- 
ter takers  have  to  suffer.  I  believe  there  is  waste 
to  a  certain  extent,  and  should  like  to  see  it 
stopped.  Hut  to  try  to  stop  this  waste  by  putting 
a  water  meter  on  every  dwelling  at  such  a  large 
expense,  does  not  appear  to  be  right.  I  will  refer 
the  Board  to  the  ordinance  which  I  think  al- 
ready covers  this  matter — 

Sect.  27.  "The  owner  and  occupant  of  any  prem- 
ises in  which  water  furnished  by  the  city  is  used, 
who  fails  to  keep  the  service  pipes  and  fixtures  in 
good  order,  and  neglects  to  repair  the  same  within 
three  days  after  they  have  become  defective  from 
any  cause,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  two  dollars; 
and,  in  case  of  neglect  to  shut  off  the  water  after 
using  it  so  that  it  runs  to  waste,  said  owner  or 
occupant  shall  also  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  two 
dollars;  and,  if  the  tine  aforesaid  is  not  paid 
within  two  days  from  the  time  when  said  notice 
is  given,  the  water  shall  be  cut  off  from  the  said 
premises,  and  shall  not  be  let  on  again  until  the 
waste  be  stopped  and  the  fine  paid,  together  with 
an  additional  sum  of  two  dollars  for  cutting  off 
and  letting  on  the  water;  and,  in  case  of  a  second 
offence  during  the  same  year,  a  fine  of  four  dollars 
shall  be  imposed,  and  if  not  paid  as  before  men- 
tioned, the  water  shall  be  cut  off  and  shall  not  be 
let  on  again  until  the  cause  of  complaint  is  re- 
moved," and  the  fine  paid,  together  with  two 
dollars  for  cutting  off  and  letting  on  the  water; 
and,  in  case  of  a  third  or  subsequent  offence,  the 
water  shall  be  cut  off,  and  shall  not  be  let  on 
again    except    by    a    vote  of  the  Boston   Water 
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Board,  and  the  payment  of  such  tine,  not  exceed- 
ing ten  dollars,  as  the  said  board  may  impose." 

Now  I  think  we  have  ordinances  enough  on  this 
subject.  If  our  Water  Board  are  active  and  d» 
their  duty,  I  don't  see  why  they  cannot  prevent 
such  a  great  waste.  But  there  is  another  fact  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  which  is  still  more 
important  for  you  to  consider.  If  you  read  the 
papers  you  will  find  this: 

"New  England  Water  Meter.  The  stock  of 
this  company  is  attracting  great  attention,  and 
has  risen  this  week  from  18  to  35,  which  is  now 
bid." 

I  know  there  is  no  Alderman  at  this  Board  who 
has  any  of  that  stock  in  his  pocket,  and  I  hope 
the  departments  of  this  City  Government  who  are 
urging  this  matter  own  no  stock  in  this  company. 
If  they  do,  they  ought  to  be  cleaned  out. 

"Only  a  few  months  ago  it  was  put  on  this  mar- 
ket at  $2  per  share.  It  is  said  that  the  city  of 
New  York  has  contracted  to  use  the  meter  on  the 
Croton  water  all  through  the  city." 

Don't  you  see  it  is  said  the  city  of  New  York 
has  agreed  to  use  the  meter  on  the  Croton  water 
all  through  the  city?  The  city  of  New  York  has 
done  no  such  thing.  I  watch  the  New  York  pa- 
pers very  closely,  and  have  seen  no  action  on 
their  part  to  use  the  meter.  Water  meters  have 
advanced  within  the  past  week,  just  as  this  mat- 
ter was  considered  in  our  City  Council,  from  $18 
to  $35,  and  I  believe  that  will  explain  the  haste 
with  which  it  has  been  put  through  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, and  I  don't  intend  to  let  it  go  through 
without  my  voice  being  raised  for  more  consider- 
ation. It  is  too  important  a  matter  to  be  allowed 
to  pass,  and  I  would  move  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Alderman  Thorndike— As  I  understand  it,  the 
Water  Commissioners  merely  wish  to  place  a 
small  number  of  meters  in  large  manufactories 
and  tenement  houses  is  this  city,  where  it  is  an 
acknowledged  fact  that  great  waste  of  water  is 
going  on.  About  forty  per  cent,  of  the  water  that 
flows  into  this  city  is  wasted,  and  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  it  has  reduced  the  level  of  the  water  in 
the  large  buildings  and  stopped  business,  especial- 
ly in  this  vicinity.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  petition 
from  the  Water  Board  for  an  appropriation  of 
$280,000  for  laying  a  new  main,  and  that  is  only  a 
commencement  of  requests  from  the  Water  Board 
for  the  same  purpose.  We  shall  have  to  continue 
putting  down  mains  until  this  waste  is  stopped. 
It  is  n't  intended  that  the  meters  shall  interfere 
with  the  poor  men  at  all.  It  is  for  the  large 
buildings  where  the  water  is  allowed  to  run  day 
and  night,  and  which  the  owners  do  not  pay  for. 
They  wish  to  place  meters  in  these  large  buildings 
and'  make  the  owners  responsiole  for  the  water 
used.  A  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  meters  is 
all  they  ask  for.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Flynn— Have  not  all  the  hotels  and 
large  manufacturing  establishments  got  these 
meters  attached? 

Alderman  Thorndike — I  believe  they  have  not. 
This  has  reference  to  laige  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments and  tenement  houses. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  know  that  almost  all  the 
hotels  and  manufacturing  establishments  have 
them;  the  Parker  House  and  Tremont  House  have 
them. 

Alderman  Thorndike— That  is  so;  but  that  ap- 
plied to  houses  where  the  owner  is  responsible  for 
the  water.  This  order  applies  to  places  where  no 
one  is  responsible.  There  are  many  places  that 
have  no  meter,  and  they  let  the  water  run  this 
cold  weather  to  prevent  freezing. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  think  the  chairman  of  the 
Water  Board  came  before  the  Committee  on  Wa- 
ter in  good  faith,  and  made  a  fair  statement.  I 
think  the  representations  made  by  Mr.  Davis 
were  straightforward.  The  fountains,  urinals 
and  drinking  places  were  all  considered,  and  due 
allowance  was  made  for  all  those  things  to  which 
the  gentleman  on  my  left  referred.  The  object  is 
simply  to  save  a  portion  of  this  waste  water.  As 
the  Alderman  on  my  right  has  stated,  a  large 
number  of  the  tenement  houses  in  the  city  have 
no  meters.  It  is  very  well  understood  that  the 
large  hotels  and  manufacturing  places  have  me- 
ters. It  is  n't  designed  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  the  poor  class  of  people.  It  wont  reach 
them  at  all.  I  don't  think  a  member  sitting  at 
this  Board  will  be  reached  by  it.  The  object  is  to 
save  as  much  water  as  possible.  I  think  the  chair- 
man of  the  Water  Board,  or  Mr.  Davis, 
said  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  only 
to  the  large  tenement  houses.  I  think 
the  whole    matter    is    got    up    in    good    faith, 


and  that  the  gentleman  on  my  left  is  on  a  wild- 
goose  chase,  when  he  speaks'  ot  speculation  in 
meters.  The  dealers  in  meters  may  have  taken 
advantage  of  it.  I  don't  think  this  is  going  to 
press  the  poor  man  at  all. 

Alderman  Caton— If  this  is  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Water  Board  to  put  meters  in  every  dwell- 
ing house,  I  should  object  to  it.  But  if,  as  the 
gentleman  on  my  right  says,  it  is  to  apply  to  the 
large  manufacturing  and  tenement  houses,  I  have 
no  objection  to  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  will  read  the  remarks  of 
the  chairman  ot  the  Water  Committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Council  in  relation  to  this  matter.  I  know 
when  1  called  upon  the  department  today,  to  get 
a  little  information,  they  appeared  to  be  a  little 
alarmed  about  any  opposition  toit,  and  they  may 
have  modified  their  views  since  it  was  introduced 
in  the  Council.  But  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee said — 

"It  is  the  desire  of  the  Water  Board  and  the 
Water  Registrar  that  they  shall  be  authorized  to 
put  on  one  meter  in  each  building,  and  hold  the 
owner  for  the  water  consumed.  The  owner  then 
will  look  after  his  tenants  and  see  that  they  do 
not  waste  the  water." 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Water  Department. 
I  believe  they  would  put  a  harness  on  the  neck  of 
every  water'  taker,  if  we  allowed  them  to  have 
their  own  way,  and  work  up  any  rules  and  regu- 
lations in  that  department.  1  believe  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Water  Board  and  all  connected 
with  that  department  to  put  a  meter  in  every 
building.  Idoift  see  how  they  can  avoid  doing 
it,  to  be  consistent.  If  this  thing  is  worth  any- 
thing, they  must  be  consistent  and  put  it  in  every 
house.  No  man  will  want  a  meter  put  into  his 
house  unless  his  neighbor  has  one.  They  must 
treat  all  alike.  If  you  dole  out  water  through 
meters  to  one  man,  you  must  do  so  to  all,  and  I 
thought  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board  to  the  expense  that  a  system 
of  metres  would  incur. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  don't  see  the  good  of  going 
to  the  Legislature  if  they  have  power  to  put  these 
meters  in  every  house  how.  I  understand  they 
have  power  to  do  so.  I  also  understand  that  me- 
ters are  used  in  the  large  hotels  and  manufactur- 
ing establishments,  and  I  don't  see  why  we  should 
ask  for  any  more  authority  if  they  are  already 
vested  with  power  to  put  them  in. 

Alderman  Thorndike— The  law  at  present  ne- 
cessitates a  meter  in  every  department  of  a  build- 
ing. In  a  large  building' where  there  were  forty 
different  tenants  they  would  have  to  put  in  forty 
meters.  But  this  petition  is  to  allow  us  to  put 
one  meter  on  the  outside,  and  have  the  owner  of 
the  building  responsible  for  the  whole. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  meant  to  have  called  at- 
tention to  one  fact  in  relation  to  the  waste,  that 
the  committee  might  have  proper  consideration 
of  the  waste  by  urinals.  According  to  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Davis,  these  urinals"  will  consume 
about  09,000,000  gallons  in  a  year.  For  ten  of  those 
urinals  the  Board  of  Health  paid  $203  this  last 
year.  If  twenty-three  urinals  consume  09,000,000 
gallons  a  year,  at  the  rate  of  two  cents  per  100 
gallons,  that  will  amount  to  something  like 
$13,800,  and  ten  urinals  ought  to  consume  nearly 
one-half  that  quantity,  for  which  the  Board  of 
Health  paid  $293.  All  the  balance,  over  and  above 
that,  is  called  waste,  and  is  put  on  the  shoulders 
of  these  private  consumers,  who  are  said  to  be 
the  parties  who  waste  the  water.  There  is  some- 
thing wrong  about  this  whole  business.  They  say 
there  is  waste  where  there  is  no  waste.  I  don't 
believe  in  it.  If  there  is  waste,  it  is  the  oity  itself 
which  is  the  waster  in  this  business.  I  believe 
the  water  is  consumed  in  a  proper  and  legitimate 
way  by  our  fountains,  urinals  and  fire  department; 
and  if  we  take  in  all  that  consumption  I  am  satis- 
tied  there  is  not  the  waste  the  Water  Board  rep- 
resents. 

Alderman  O'Brien  withdrew  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Tucker  the  order  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Health  requesting  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $4000  and  a  transfer  of  $1000,  making  $5000, 
which  will  be  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  department  for  the  remainder  of  the  finan- 
cial year.  While  the  work  of  the  department  has 
constantly  increased,  its  expenditures  have  de- 
creased nearly  every  year  since  the  establishment 
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of  the  board.     P..  I  erred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Health.    Sent  (h  un. 

EXTENSION  OE  D  STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor- 
transmitting  the  following  for  such  reference  as 
the  City  Council  may  prefer: 

Boston,  Jan.  31, 1880. 

Hon.  F.  O.  Prince,  Mayor :  Bear  A'i?— I  observe 
in  the  published  proceedings  of  the  Common 
Council  an  order  (referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets)  requesting  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to 
enable  the  city  of  Boston  to  extend  D  street  in 
South  Boston  across  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  at 
grade. 

The  laws  now  provide  that  no  new  highway 
shall  be  laid  out  across  a  railroad  at  grade  with 
out  the  consent  of  the  Railroad  Commissioners. 

There  have  been  two  applications  made  to  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners in  behalf  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  establish 
this  grade  crossing.  Their  report  of  the  first  ap- 
plication is  already  before  the  City  Government. 
In  substance  it  states,  that  while  the  necessity  of 
the  crossing  is  left  to  the  adjudication  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  an  examination  of  the 
premises  satisfies  the  board  that  a  grade  crossing 
can  be  avoided,  and  that  the  expense  of  estab- 
lishing and  guarding  a  grade  crossing  would  not 
be  greater  than  the  expense  of  changing  the  rela- 
tive grades  of  the  railroad  and  proposed  street  so 
as  to  provide  for  carrying  the  railroad  over  the 
street. 

No  adjudication  has  yet  been  made  on  the  sec- 
ond application,  but  the  explanation  given  for 
the  order  introduced  states  "that  enough  has  been 
heard  to  indicate  that  the  report  will  be  against 
the  petitioners." 

It  is  also  stated  in  explanation  that  "It  is  not 
believed  that  it  would  pass  the  City  Government 
unless  the  street  is  crossed  at  grade."  I  suppose 
this  to  mean  that  while  the  City  Government 
might  appropriate  money  to  make  the  street,  it 
would  not  do  so  unless  D  street  could  be  extended 
by  a  grade  crossing  with  little  expense  to  the  city. 

There  are  now  two  crossings  of  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  in  South  Boston,  one  at  Dorchester  ave- 
nue at  grade  and  a  second  at  Dorchester  street  by 
an  overhead  bridge.  The  distance  between  these 
two  crossings  is  about  2500  feet,  and  the  proposed 
crossing  at  D  street  is  about  midway  between 
these  two  points. 

If  there  has  been  shown  a  necessity  for  crossing 
the  railroad  at  this  point  (which  is  peculiarly  for 
the  City  Government  to  determine)  the  question  to 
be  solved  is  how  this  crossing  shall  be  made.  The 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  is  now  running 
over  this  proposed  crossing  nearly  one  hundred 
times  per  day,  with  the  prospect  of  greatly  in- 
creasing this  number  in  the  future. 

I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  danger  and  incon- 
venience of  grade  crossings  in  a  thickly-settled 
city.  The  city  of  Boston  has  already  shown  its 
appreciation  of  the  necessity  of  avoiding  them 
wherever  possible.  It  has  expended  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  to  avoid  grade  crossings  on 
the  west  side  of  the  city,  and  a  very  large  sum  to 
carry  Swett  street  under  the  New  York  &  New 
England  Railroad,  and  Broadway  over  the  Old 
Colony  and  Boston  &  Albany  railroads. 

The  crossing  proposed  at  D  street  would  be  a 
very  dangerous  one.  The  proposed  street  is 
stated  by  the  Street  Commissioners  as  likely  to 
become  a  very  important  avenue.  It  is  now  cov- 
ered by  buildings  to  the  very  line  of  the  track  on 
the  east  side  of  the  railroad,  and,  if  the  street  is 
laid  out,  would  be  similarly  covered  on  the  west 
side  in  a  short  time. 

The  trains  on  the  railroad  could  not  be  seen 
until  a  person  was  actually  on  the  roadbed  of  the 
railroad.  A  grade  crossing  would  be  attended 
with  great  danger  to  travellers  on  the  highway 
and  to  travellers  on  the  railroad.  In  my  judg- 
ment it  would  be  the  most  dangerous  grade  cross- 
ing within  the  city  limits  except  that  over  Knee- 
land  street  by  the  Boston  &  A.lbany  Railroad, 
which  is  now  soon  to  be  remedied.  A  grade  cross- 
ing at  this  point  is  certain,  sooner  or  later,  to  lead 
to  accident  and  death.  Once  established  it  is  es- 
tablished for  all  time. 

I  am  authorized  to  say  that  the  railroad  com- 
pany will  cooperate  with  the  City  Government  in 
any  reasonable  arrangement  in  making  a  crossing 
that  will  be  safe  and  convenient  both  for  the  pas- 
sengers on  the  railroad  and  on  the  highway,  and 
should  be  pleased  to  confer  with  any  committee 


of  the  City  Government  having  authority  to  act 
in  the  matter. 

I  make  this  suggestion  without  fear  of  any 
probable  action  of  the  Legislature,  but  simply 
with  the  wish  to  avoid  a  contest  with  the  city  up- 
on a  question  where,  as  it  seems  to  me,  the  mu- 
tual interests  of  both  corporations  would  be  pro- 
moted by  harmonious  action. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  F.  Choate, 
President  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.    Sent 
down. 

VITAL     STATISTICS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Registrar,  giving  the  following  statistics  for  1879: 
Births,  10,186;  intentions  of  marrriage  recorded, 
3656,  for  which  $1828  were  received.  Marriages 
recorded,  3146;  deaths,  7435.    Sent  down. 

VACANCY  IN   SCHOOL   COMMITTEE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Commit- 
tee of  a  vacancy  in  that  body  caused  by  the  death 
of  Dr.  Thomas"  M.  Brewer,  and  proposing  a  con- 
vention to  fill  the  vacancy  on  Feb.  10,  at  7%  P.  M. 
Concurred. 

BRIDGES. 

Annual  reports  of  the  Superintendents  of 
Bridges  were  received,  as  follows: 

Charles  River  Bridge,  8728  vessels. 

Chelsea-street  Bridge,  2327  vessels. 

Sent  down. 

bond  approved. 

The  bond  ofJSamuelS.  Sherman,  constable,  be- 
ing presented,  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

SPECIAL     ELECTION    IN     CHARLESTOWN. 

A  precept  was  received  from  the  Senate  of 
Massachusetts  giving  notice  of  a  vacancy  in  the 
Second  Suffolk  Senatorial  District  and  fixing 
Feb.  14  for  holding  an  election.    Placed  on  file. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  war- 
rants be  issued  for  the  meetings  of  the  legal 
voters  of  "Wards  3,  4  and  5  at  their  several  polling 
places  within  the  voting  precincts  of  said  wards 
in  which  they  respectively  reside,  on  Saturday, 
the  fourteenth  day  of  February,  inst.,  at  7% 
o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  bal- 
lots for  a  senator  for  the  General  Court  now  in 
session  from  the  Second  District  of  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty, in  the  place  of  Eugene  L.  Norton,  deceased. 
The  polls  to  be  kept  open  until  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
Passed. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  such  of 
the  laborers  for  the  city  of  Boston  as  are  resi- 
dents of  Charlestown  and  legal  voters  there  shall 
be  allowed  sufficient  time  in  which  to  vote  at  the 
special  election  ordered  in  Wards  3,  4  and  5  on 
the  14th  inst.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWER  DEPARTMENT. 

The    annual    report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Sewers  (City  Doc.  16)  for   1879  was  received  and 
sent  down. 
Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  work: 

City  proper,        4,460  feet $9,691.78 

"         "  16  catch-basins,-etc.       2,239.67 

South  Boston,    2,427  feet 4,297.37 

"  "  41  catch-basins,  etc.        2,755.03 

Charlestown.         702  feet 1,787.81 

"  14  catch-basins,  etc.        2,011.23 

Roxburv,  5,132  feet 9,257.97 

24  catch-basins,  etc.       2,500.52 

Dorchester,        1,413  feet 2,275.22 

8  catch-basins,  etc.  843.05 

West  Roxbury,  5,505  feet 10,544.50 

"  "  14  catch-basins,  etc.       1,708.84 

Brighton,  2,471  feet 3,339.49 

"  5  catch-basins,  etc.  492.00 

East  Boston,  11  "  "  1,501.43 

f  22,110  feet,  or  4  miles, 

I  costing {141,194.20 

Totals  j       133     catch-basins, 

j-oiais,s  etc.,  costing. .   14,051.77 

I  g55.245.97 

(.Miscellaneous  expenses  50,240.29 

#105,486.26 
The  whole  length    of  sewers    in  the  city  is  now 
about  188  miles. 

Assessments  have  been  levied  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  bills  sent  io  the  Collector,  to  the 
amount  of  $23,231.49.  The  Collector  has  received 
during  the  year,  on  account  of  the  department, 
$35,331.57. 

During  the  year,  1427  permits  have  been  given 
to  construct  orrepair  house  connections,  and  549 
loads— equal  to  about  1340  cubic  yards  of  sewage 
matter — have  been  removed  from  the  sewers. 
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PUBLIC      GROUNDS. 

The  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Common  and  Public  Grounds  (City  Doc.  20) 
was  recorded  and  sent  down. 

The  expenditures  for  ten  months  have  been 
$41,105.43,  leaving  a  balance  of  ©2894.57. 

During  the  past  year  many  prominent  and  nec- 
essary improvements  have  been  made,  and  much 
extra  work  done,  all  within  the  appropriation. 
Many  of  the  paths  on  the  Common,  and  nearly  all 
in  the  Public  Garden,  have  been  wholly  dug- 
out, raised,  and  underlaid  with  stone  and  blue 
gravel. 

Portions  of  the  Public  Garden  which  had  set- 
tled down,  and  had  for  years  been  noticeable  for 
the  pools  of  water,  have  been  raised,  graded  and 
sodded  over.  Flower  beds  have  been  made,  and 
others  rearranged,  more  in  harmony  with  good 
taste,  and  for  the  more  effective  grouping  of  the 
plants.  Tremont-street  Mall,  between  Park  and 
West  streets,  on  which  an  unsuccessful  effort  was 
made  to  grow  grass,  by  which  the  harmony  of  the 
mall  was  injured,  and  the  public  needlessly  de- 
prived of  its  use— this  part  has  been  entirely  re- 
made and  restored  to  the  public  as  a  shady  prom- 
enade. Other  improvements  have  been  made 
beside  the  ordinary  keeping  of  the  public 
groun  ds. 

A  special  appropriation  of  §4000  has  been  made, 
$1800  of  which  has  been  for  the  painting  and  re- 
pairing of  the  fences  on  the  Common  and  Public 
Garden,  and  the  remaining  $2200  has  been  ex- 
pended, as  far  as  it  would  go,  for  the  necessary 
equipment  and  protection  of  the  trees  in  the  fol- 
lowing sections  of  the  city: 

Dead.  Pruned.  Total. 

Charlestown 16  113  129 

East  Boston 5  470  475 

Dorchester 12  240  252 

South  End 8  463  471 

South  Boston 5  140  145 

Roxbury 9  19-.'  201 

City  proper 24  252  276 

Removed  by  petitions 16  48  64 

Total 95  1,918  2,013 

During  the  year  1878  over  six  hundred  trets  were 
planted,  all  of  which  have  done  well  and  made 
good  growth  except  about  seventj  trees  planted 
on  Orchard  Park  and  Fort  Hill  square,  the  cause 
of  which  is  easily  explained.  The  grounds  have 
been  filled  in  with  street  mud,  similar  to  that  on 
Monument  Hill,  and,  as  its  effect  proved,  even 
more  strongly  impregnated  with  salts  than  that 
which  proved  so  destructive  to  the  trees  on  Mon- 
ument Hill. 

Four  hundred  loads  of  this  material  were  taken 
from  Fort  Hill  square  alone  and  replaced  by  an 
equal  number  of  loads  of  good  loam. 

The  death  of  the  trees  proved  so  conclusive  to 
my  mind  that  early  last  fall  I  made  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  cause,  and  found  that  there  were  sev- 
eral loads  of  this  poisonous  stuff  still  remaining 
that  must  be  removed  before  any  practical  re- 
sults can  be  obtained  in  the  way  of  growing  trees. 
The  roots  of  the  trees  last  planted  were  wholly 
destroyed,  showing  a  peculiar  blackness  indicat- 
ing clearly  the  cause  of  their  death. 

The  grass  thickly  sown  came  up  green  and 
healthy,  but  was  killed  as  soon  as  the  roots  sought 
nourishment  from  the  ground. 

All  those  trees  were  planted  as  carefully  as 
those  on  Chester  park  and  elsewhere  in  the  city, 
of  which  not  two  per  cent,  died,  and  no  cause 
can  be  given  for  their  death  other  than  the  ex- 
traordinary and  most  singular  death  of  the  trees 
on  Monument  Hill. 

I  desire  to  state  here  that  the  practice  of  letting 
out  some  of  the  public  squares  by  contract  has 
been  wholly  done  away  with  by  the  committee, 
the  wisdom  and  economy  of  which  cannot  be 
more  clearly  presented  'than  by  the  following 
comparison : 

Lowell  square,         1  Tiv  contra  pt— 
BI*»»e  Sflu:«'e>  '     1876.  "...#1,650.00 

Franklin  f    im ?i  650.00 

union  Park.  *•>  •■•on  no 

Worcester  square,  J  »   •     "' 

Lowell  square,  1  ^T**1"6"'*)? 1  96 
Klinne8<1"are'l  WW-  '■'■'■•'■'•'■  768.70 
Uni^n  Park,  ~  EH3L6 

Worcester  square,  j  Bal  m  favor  o£  depart., #1,559.34 

And  again : 
East  Boston  Squares— 

By  contract,  1876 $900.00 

"  1877 900.00 

—  )?1 .800.00 


By  department.  1878 S496.12 

1879 373.19 


#869.31 

Balance  in  favor  of  department..  #930.69 

The  attention  of  your  honorable  body  is  called 
to  the  items  of  stock  and  tools  on  hand,  embra- 
cing equipments  for  the  successful  carrying  on  of 
the  work  of  the  department. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  'hat  if  any 
award  of  merit  is  due  to  the  department,  it  be- 
longs entirely  to  the  chairman  and  his  committee, 
for  they  have  exercised  the  most  rigid  scrutiny 
with  regard  to  the  management,  expenditures 
and  economy  of  the  department. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  offered  orders  to  pay  for 
land  taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  laying  out 
streets  as  follows:  Marshall  S.  Stone,  $100,  re- 
location of  Columbia  street,  between  Washington 
street  and  Bine  Hill  avenue;  Sally  C.  Cummmgs, 
$397,  widening  of  Commercial  street  and  for  estate 
in  Holden  court.    Severally  passed. 

NEW  SITE  FOR  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Thorudike  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Li- 
brary, to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  May- 
or's inaugural  address  as  refers  to  the  Public  Li- 
brary, having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report:  The  com- 
mittee concur  in  the"  opinion  that  it 
will  soon  become  necessary  o  increase 
the  library  accommodations,  and  that  it  is 
desirable  to  secure  a  site  for  a  building  in  antici- 
pation of  the  time  when  it  will  be  needed.  It  is 
believed  that,  when  a  new  building  is  erected,  it 
should  be  placed  upon  the  Back  Bay  territory, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  land  in  that  locality 
is  being  rapidly  disposed  of  for  building  purposes, 
but  few  lots  remaining  unsold  which  are  suitable 
for  a  library  building,  it  is  deemed  desirable  to 
secure  a  site  while  there  is  yet  an  opportunity. 
The  committee,  therefore,  believe  that  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  should  be  acted 
upon  and  application  made  to  the  Legislature  for 
the  gift  of  a  lot  of  the  Commonwealth's  land  on 
Boylston  street  for  library  purposes.  To  that  end 
they  would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee. 

George  L.  Thorndike,  Chairman. 

Ordered— That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  present 
session,  for  the  grant  of  a  lot  of  land  on  the  Back 
Bay  for  library  purposes. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

SUPPLY  PIPES  for  water  works. 
Alderman  Thorndike  presented  the  following: 
Boston  Water  Board  Office,  | 
Feb.  2,  1880.      I 
To  the  City  Council— The  Boston  Water  Board 
desire   to  renew  their   request  made  to  the  City 
Council  Sept.  15,  1879,  wherein   they  asked  for  an 
appropriation  of  $240,000,  to  enable  them  to  con- 
tract   for   iron  pipes  for  a  new  main  from  the 
Chestnut    Hill  Reservoir  to  the  city  proper;  but 
owing   to    the  advance  in  the  price  of  iron  since 
that  date,  the  sum  of  $280,000  should  now  be  sub- 
stituted   for  the  amount  asked  for  at  that  time. 
Boston  Water  Board, 
By  Leonard  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water.    Sent 
down. 

NOMINATIONS  AND   ELECTIONS   OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Director  for  Public  Institutions.  A  certificate 
came  up  of  the  election  of  John  Taylor  in  place  of 
Paul  H.  Kendricken,  elected  by  this  Board.  An 
election  was  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen 
Flynn  and  Breck.  Mr.  Kendricken  received  10 
votes  and  Mr.  Taylor  2,  and  Mr.  Kendricken  was 
elected  in  non-concurrence.    Sent  down. 

Reports  of  nominations  were  submitted,  ac- 
cepted, and  elections  proceeded  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, resulting  as  follows: 

By  Alderman  Breck— For  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  Charles  Harris.  Committee  to  Count 
Ballots,  Aldermen  Breck,  Flynn.  Charles  Harris 
had  12  votes  and  was  elected. 

By  Alderman  Walbridge— For  Superintendent 
of  Public  Lands,  Robert  \V.  Hall.  Committee  to 
Count  Ballots,  Aldermen  Walbridge,  Caton.  Rob- 
ert W.Hall  had  11  votes,  Joseph  Smith  1.  Mr. 
Hall  was  elected. 
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By  Alderman  <  ,  ton— For  City  Messenger.Alvah 
H.Peters.  Couiii  iuee  to  Count  Ballots,  Aldermen 
Caton,  Walbridgc.  Alvah  H.  Peters  had  12  votes 
and  was  elected. 

By  Alderman  Caton — For  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  James  C.  Tucker.  Committee 
to  Count  Votes,  Aldermen  Caton,  Walbridge. 
James  C.  Tucker  bad  twelve  votes  and  was 
elected. 

By  Alderman  Whitten— For  City  Engineer,  Jo- 
seph P.  Davis.  Committee  to  Count  Votes,  Alder- 
men "Whitten,  Thorndike.  Joseph  P.  Davis  had 
twelve  votes  and  was  elected. 

By  Alderman  Thorndike— For  City  Surveyor, 
Thomas  W.  Davis.  Committee  to  Count  Votes, 
Aldermen  Thorndike,  Whitten.  Thomas  W.  Da- 
vis had  12  votes  and  was  elected. 

By  Alderman  Tucker— For  Clerk  of  Committees, 
"William  H.  Lee.  Committee  to  Count  Votes,  Al- 
dermen Tucker,  Bell.  "William  H.  Lee  had  12 
votes  and  was  elected. 

By  Alderman  Viles— For  "Water  Registrar,  "Will- 
am  F.  Davis.  Committee  to  Count  Votes,  Alder- 
men Viles  and  Woolley.  "William  F.  Davis  had 
twelve  votes  and  was  elected. 

By  Alderman  Viles— For  City  Registrar,  Nich- 
olas A.  Apollonio.  Committee  to  Count  Votes, 
Aldermen  Viles  and  Woolley.  Nicholas  Apollonio 
had  eleven  votes,  and  there  was  one  blank.  Mr. 
Apollonio  was  elected. 

By  Alderman  Viles— For  Superintendent  of 
Sewers,  William  H.  Bradley.  Committee  to  Count 
Votes,  Aldermen  Viles  and  Woolley.  William  H. 
Bradley  had  eleven  votes,  Samuel  Minot  one,  Ed- 
ward F.  Brigham  one.    Mr.  Bradley  was  elected. 

By  Alderman  Slade — For  City  Solicitor,  John  P. 
Healy.  Committee  to  Count  Votes,  Aldermen 
Slade  and  Breck.  John  P.  Healy  had  twelve  votes 
and  was  elected. 

Severally  sent  down. 

By  Alderman  Slade — For  Superintendent  of 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  William  Doogue. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Slade  presented  petitions  handed  to 
the  committee  since  the  meeting  of  the  Board, 
signed  by  many  citizens  of  Dorchester  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Massachusetts  Plorticultural  Society 
strongly  recommending  Patrick  Norton  for  the 
position.  On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the 
election  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

CARE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Viles — I  would  like  to  inquire  wheth- 
er the  Coinmiitee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
have  given  Jlr.  Reardon  a  hearing  on  his  offer 
sent  to  the  committee  a  fortnight  ago  ? 

Alderman  Flynn — The  committee  have  not  had 
a  meeting  since  th?t  petition  came  in.  They  have 
not  done  any  business. 

Alderman'  Viles — I  move  that  they  give  Mr. 
Reardon  a  hearing,  and  report  to  the  Board  next 
Monday.  Mr.  Reardon  says  in  black  and  white 
what  he  can  do.  If  he  can  save  the  city  $15,000  I 
think  he  ought  to  have  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Tucker — Did  Mr.  Reardon  ask  for  a 
hearing? 

Alderman  Viles— Anybody  who  sends  in  a  peti- 
tion is  entitled  to  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Tucker — If  he  does  not  ask  for  a  hear- 
ing, I  would  let  the  committee  take  their  own 
time. 

Alderman  Viles— I  asked  for  a  hearing  for  Mr. 
Reardon. 

The  Board  voted  to  request  the  committee  to 
give  Mr.  Reardon  a  hearing  and  report  next  Mon- 
day. 

THE  DRAWING  OF  JURORS. 

Alderman  Woolley  presented  the  following: 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  represent  that  there 
are  gross  frauds  practised  in  connection  with 
summoning  of  jurors  in  this  city.  It  is  quite 
common  that  jurors  who  are  drawn  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  sent  to  the  different  courts,  are 
never  summoned  by  said  courts.  It  has  also 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  petitioners  that 
persons  are  even  summoned  by  the  courts  who 
were  never  drawn  at  all.  As  the  names  of  jurors 
drawn'are  not  published  or  made  known  to  the 
public,  it  is  possible  that  those  connected  with 
the  courts,  if  so  disposed,  could,  without  it  be- 
coming known  to  the  public,  reject  every  name 
sent  them  by  the  City  Clerk,  and  summons  any 
of  the  three  thousand  persons  on  the  jury  list.  In 
view  of  the  above  facts,  we  respectfully  petition 
that  the  names  of  jurors  drawn  be  published  in 
the  official  report.     Petitions   were  presented  to 


your  predecessors   to   the  same  effect,  but  were 
rejected. 

George  J.  Moulton, 
552  Eighth  street,  South  Boston. 
P.  F.  O'Neil,  237  Third  street. 
Joseph  McClurg. 
W.  H.  Brown. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Alderman  Woolley — I  hardly  know  what  com- 
mittee it  will  be  proper  to  refer  that  to.  It  might 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters, and  I  would  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Flynn — It  appears  to  me  there  are 
very  grave  charges  in  that  petition,  and  if  proved 
to  be  true  the  officers  engaged  in  the  transaction 
ought  to  be  discharged  immediately,  especially  if 
they  are  constables.  I  move  the  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of 
the  Board,  with  instructions  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers  and  ascertain  if  the  cnarges  are  true. 

The  motion  of  <Uderman  Flynn  prevailed. 
lanterns. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  [Build- 
ings, that  leave  be  granted  George  F.Kendall, 
agent,  to  project  a  plain  lantern  in  front  of  the 
Franklin  House,  414  Tremont  street.  Accepted. 
telephonic  service. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  County  Accounts  be  authorized  to 
establish  telephonic  communication  between  the 
office  of  the  Medical  Examiner  for  the  Southern 
District  and  Police  Station  No.  5,  the  expense 
thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk.    Passed. 

clerk  hire  in  the   courts. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  duly-certified  cer- 
tificates from  the  clerks  of  courts  of  the  amount 
to  be  allowed  for  clerk  hire  during  the  month  of 
January,  as  follows: 

Supreme  Judicial $100.00 

Superior  Civil 233.32 

Superior  Criminal 200.00 

Ordered  paid. 

THE     WINNISIMMET     COMPANY. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 

Ordered — That  the  order  of  the  City  Council,  ap- 
proved Dec.  30,  1879,  authorizing  the  mayor  to  re- 
lease to  the  Winnisimmet  Company  the  interest 
of  the  city  in  certain  lands  on  Brookline  avenue, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Ordered— That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  release  to  the  Winnisimmet  company,  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  all  the 
right,  title  and  interest  which  the  city  have  in 
certain  lands  on  Brookline  avenue,  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  now  owned  by  said  company  under  deed 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  1381,  folio  312, 
and  being  a  portion  of  the  estate  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  released  by  two  deeds  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  1389,  fols.  258  and  259. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

oil  works  licensed. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  on  the  Part  of  the  Board  in 
favor  of  granting  a  license  to  the  Maverick  Oil 
Company  for  leave  to  manufacture  and  stoie 
petroleum  on  Chelsea  street,  East  Boston. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petition  of 
John  Kearns,  to  be  repaid  the  amount  paid  for  a 
liquor  license  declared  forfeited.  Accepted.  Sent 
dewn. 

SUPPLIES  FDR  REPAIRING   BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  offered  an  Order— That  the  Committee 
on  Bridges  be  authorized  to  contract  for  such 
lumber  as  may  be  required  for  repairing  the  sev- 
eral bridges  in  this  city  during  the  year  1880,  to 
be  delivered  at  such  times  and  in  such  quantities 
as  said  committee  may  direct.    Passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  granting 
licenses  to  five  newsboys.    Accepted. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Dart  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 
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Devereux  &  Meserve,  Fuller  street,  corner  Mil- 
ton avenue,  Ward  24:  Joseph  Gahn,  Mechanic 
street;  Richard  Stoyle,  203  Heath  street,  Ward  22. 

Severally  accepted. 

FRANKLIN  FUND. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  S.  F.  McCleary,  treasurer  of  the  Frank- 
lin Fund,  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  report 
that  they  find  said  accounts  have  been  correctly 
kept  and  the  interest  duly  collected;  and  the  se- 
curities, which  were  examined  by  the  committee, 
were  found  in  proper  condition.  It  appears  from 
the  examination  that  the  condition  of  the  fund 
is,  at  this  date,  as  follows : 

Amount  of  fund  Feb.  1,  1879 g239.489.25 

Interest  accrued  and  collected 9,606.62 

8249,095.87 
The  above  sum  is  invested  as  follows : 
Deposits  in  Massachusetts   Hospital  Life 

Office S246.896.24 

Eight  bonds  for  loans 1,430.00 

Provident  Institution  for  Savings —  280.87 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank 487.83 

Cash  - ■ -93 

S249.095.87 
Respectfully  submitted. 

a^oS3'}  ^mmittee. 

Accepted. 

PROPOSED  BRIDGE  TO  CH  ARLESTOWN. 

Alderman  Bell  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  necessity  of  constructing  a  new  bridge 
between  Wards  5  and  7,  beg  leave  to  represent 


that  it  will  require  authority  from  the  Legislature 
to  enable  the  city  to  construct  a  new  bridge, 
should  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  do  so,  and,  as 
but  short  time  remains  in  which  new  business 
can  be  introduced  into  the  Legislature,  your  com- 
mittee would  recommend  that  the  necessary  au- 
thority be  obtained,  in  anticipation  of  its  being 
required.  They  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  present 
session,  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
city  of  Boston  to  construct  a  new  bridge  between 
the  city  proper  and  the  Charlestown  district. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving — 

Report  that  petition  of  Lucius  Newell,  et  al., 
for  a  cross-walk  on  Hudson  street,  between  Har- 
vard and  Oak  streets,  be  granted.    Accepted. 

Order  granting  permission  to  Central  Wharf 
&  Wet  Dock  Corporation  to  occupy  from  time  to 
time  one-half  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  their  prem- 
ises on  easterly  side  of  Atlantic  avenue,  to  facili- 
tate the  discharge  of  freight  from  their  steam- 
ers, subject  to  the  control  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment.   Passed. 

Orders  to  abate  sidewalk  assessments  of  certain 
widows  unable  to  pay  the  same,  as  follows :  Su- 
san Farren,  75  Liverpool  street,  $8.33;  Mary  Camp- 
bell, 11  Everett  street,  $15.17;  Eliza  A.  Hartford, 
54  Gates  street,  South  Boston,  §9.24.  Severally 
passed. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Caton. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council' 

FEBRUARY    5,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock,  Harvey  N.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDEKMES. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  of  a 
message  from  the  Mayor  transmitting  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company 
in  relation  to  the  extension  of  D  street.  Con- 
curred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Health  of  a  re- 
quest from  the  Board  of  Health  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  §5000  for  its  department.    Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks  of 
a  communication  from  the  Park  Commissioners 
giving  the  prices  for  which  certain  lands  may  be 
obtained  for  park  purposes  at  City  Point.  Con- 
curred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
John  Kearns  to  be  refunded  the  amount  paid  for 
a  liquor  license.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  time  to  city  laborers  in  Charles- 
town  to  vote  on  the  14th  inst.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence, and  a  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Whit- 
more  of  Ward  12,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  waa 
lost. 

THE  WASTE  OF  WATEB, 

A  request  from  the  Water  Board  for  an  appro- 
priation of  §240,000  for  an  additional  main  pipe 
from  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  to  the  city  came 
down  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  refer- 
ence. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  wish  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  presence  of  this  communication 
before  the  Council  tonight,  to  make  a  short  state- 
ment on  some  matters  bearing  upon  this  question. 
I  shall  do  this  in  moving  the  customary  reference 
to  the  committee.  While  there  is,  I  believe,  an- 
other and  more  potent  reason  for  laying  this  maim 
from  Chestnut  Hill  reservoir  to  the  city  proper, 
yet  the  apparent  and  pressing  cause  of  its 
presentation  is  the  waste  of  water,  to  which 
I  alluded  at  the  last  meeting,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  increase  of  which  I  introduced  an. 
order  which,  as  probably  every  member  here  is 
aware,  has  been  subjected  to  severe  criticism  on 
the  part  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, not  only  tor  the  matter  which  it  contained, 
but  for  the  manner  in  which  it  was  put  through 
this  Council.  If  that  order  passes  through  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  at  the  next  meeting,  as  I  trust 
it  will,  I  hope  it  will  be  received  into  the  Legisla- 
ture by  permission.  But,  sir,  we  have  no  right  to- 
count  upon  such  permission  being  given  j 
and  therefore  I  felt  it  my  duty  at  the 
last  meeting  to  press  the  passage  of  that 
order  through  this  branch.  There  was  no  inten- 
tion on  my  part  to  withhold  any  information  from 
this  Council,  or  to  stifle  debate,  if  any  had  been 
called  for.  I  fancied  1  had  been  fortunate  enough 
to  make  a  sufficiently  lucid  statement  to  this 
body  to  prevent  any  debate  upon  the  sub- 
ject. H  that  order  militates  against  any 
class  of  men  in  this  city,  it  is  against  the 
rich  holder  of  real  estate.  It  is  in  the  interest  of 
the  poor.  I  confess  I  was  afraid  there  might  be 
some  member  of  this  Council  who  would  be  in- 
fluenced by  friendship  or  other  reasons,  to  put  in 
a  notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider,  after  the  ad- 
journment, and  prevent  that  order  from  going 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  time  to  reach  the 
Legislature.  I  therefore  clinched  the  matter 
myself  by  a  motion  to  reconsider.  If  it  had 
not  been  the  last  week  when  new  busi- 
ness could  be  introduced  in  the  Legis- 
lature, I  should  not  have  done  so.  There 
is  another  matter  I  desire  to  speak  upon.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  saw  fit  to 
suggest  that  there  were  other  reasons  besides 
those  publicly  brought  forward  that  might  ex- 
plain the  introduction  of  that  order  and  its  hasty 
passage  through  the  Council.  I  think  we  all  know 
what  they  were.  I  have  read  his  remarks  with 
care. 

If  correctly  reported— and  I  presume  they  are— I 
do  not  think  he  personally  connected  my  name 


with  that  suggestion.  Whether  he  did  or  not,  I 
do  not  propose  to  make  any  statement,  person- 
ally, upon"  that  subject.  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  do  so  before  this  Council.  I 
wish,  however,  to  say  this:  That  matter  was 
brought  before  the  Committee  on  Water;  it  was 
urged  with  arguments  so  strong  and  unanswer- 
able that  I  believe  if  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  had  been  there  himself,  he 
would  have  been  persuaded  by  them  himself,  and 
would  not  have  taken  the  action  which  he 
has.  I  believe  I  am  justified  in  stating 
as  strongly  as  words  can  put  it,  that 
there  was  no  gentleman  connected  with  that 
transaction  who  was  interested  in  any  way, 
shape  or  manner  in  anything  except  the  welfare 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  believe,  also,  that  the 
gentleman  who  has  made  these  insinuations  will, 
on  further  consideration,  regret  that  he  has  seen 
fit  to  impute  unworthy  motives  to  honorable  ser- 
vants of  the  city.  I  move  that  we  concur  in  the 
reference. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water  in  concurrence. 

THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

A  report  and  order  came  down  to  petition  for  a 
grant  of  a  lot  of  land  on  the  Back  Bay  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Public  Library. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21— If  the  passage  of  this 
order  carries  with  it  any  obligation  or  implied 
agreement  on  the  part  of  the  city  to  erect  a  build- 
ing for  library  purposes  on  the  Back  Bay,  it  is  a 
subject  which  should  receive  most  careful  consid- 
eration. In  the  first  place,  the  question  is,  is  it 
necessary  that  the  library  should  nave  increased 
accommodations  at  present?  I  have  no  doubt  it 
would  be  desirable  to  have  increased  accommoda- 
tions; but  perhaps  we  can  get  along  without  a 
a  new  building  at  present.  Secondly,  what 
those  accommodations  should  be;  and" thirdly, 
should  the  library  go  on  the  Back  Bay  ?  I  think 
all  those  points  should  be  considered  before  we 
pass  the  order.  If  we  erect  a  library  building  there, 
it  will  be  a  fine  place  to  show  visitors  to  the  cityr 
but  will  it  serve  the  public  ?  In  fact,  I  believe  it 
will  not  be  a  public  library  if  located  there.  I 
understand  it  is  proposed  to  retain  the 
present  building  for  general  circulation 
of  the  books  in  the  lower  hall,  and 
the  other  building  will  be,  I'  don't  know 
what.  If  the  city  of  Boston  has  any  money  to 
spend,  I  think  it  can  be  spent  much  better  on  a 
Court  House  than  on  a  new  library  building,  to 
cost  half  a  million  dollars.  I  think  the  present 
building  is  better  liked  for  a  public  library  than 
any  other.  It  can  be  extended  and  enlarged,  and 
will  answer  for  the  Public  Library  for  many 
years. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— The  passage  of  this  order 
commits  the  city  to  nothing.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  Commonwealth  has  been  disposing  of 
its  lands  very  fast  lately.  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
has  thought  it  might  be  induced  to  make  the  city 
a  donation  of  land  in  case  it  is  thought  desirable 
to  erect  a  new  library  building.  The  gentleman 
last  up,  spoke  of  a  building  to  be  erected  at  a  cost 
of  a  million  dollars.  That  is  entirely  in  the  future. 
We  are  not  committed  to  the  erection  of  any 
building.  But  as  the  Mayor  seems  to  think  the 
Commonwealth  can  be  induced  to  donate 
to  the  city  of  Boston  a  lot  of  land  for 
the  erection  of  the  library,  it  seems  to 
me  we  should  be  willing  to  accept  it.  It 
commits  us  to  nothing.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  Public  Library,  as  now  located,  is  subject  to 
great  danger  from  fire.  It  is  not  a  fireproof 
building.  Its  contents  are  priceless;  they  can 
never  be  replaced.  In  any  event,  it  will  not  be  at 
all  likely  that  the  circulating  library  will  be  re- 
moved to  the  location  on  the  Back  Bay,  but  will 
remain  where  it  is.  But  it  may  be  necessary 
to  erect  a  fireproof  building  for  that  por- 
tion of  the  library  not  in  general  circula- 
lation;and  if  the  Commonwealth  would  be  willing 
to  donate  the  land,  in  consideration  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  not  alone  for  the  city  of  Boston,  but  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  who  come  here  to 
consult  the  books  in  the  library,  I  think  we  should 
be  willing  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  desire  to  inquire 
through  you,  sir,  whether  there  has  been  any 
order  introduced  into  the  Legislature  in  regard 
to  this  matter;  and  if  not,  whether  this  order  can 
be  received  at  the  Legislature  after  this  date. 
Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10— I  am  not  aware  that  any 
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order  upon  the  subject  has  been  introduced,  and 
I  think  that  after  this  date  it  will  be  received  by 
permission  only. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  can  state  that  I  saw  in  the 
papers  this  morning  that  there  was  a  petition  of 
"the  trustees  to  this  effect. 

Mr.  Coe— It  was  the  intention  of  the  trustees  to 
procure  the  introduction  of  the  petition  in  case 
"we  could  not  get  this  order  through  in  time. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  in 
concurrence. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

WINNISIMMET  COMPANY. 

Orders  came  down  to  release  to  the  Winnisim- 
met  Company  certain  lands  of  the  city  on  Brook- 
line  avenue,  and  to  rescind  the  order  heretofore 
passed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  inquired  if  this  order 
comes  from  any  committee,  and  the  President 
said  apparently  not,  that  it  seemed  to  have  been 
introduced  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  passed 
there. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  that  unless  some  member 
could  give  information  it  should  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  Wyraan  of  Ward  21— If  that  matter  has  not 
come  before  the  Treasury  Department  this  year, 
it  was  before  it  last  year.  An  order  was  passed 
under  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor,  and  it  is 
understood  it  was  rot  quite  correct.  This  is 
merely  to  correct  the  error. 

Mr.  Parkman  withdrew  his  objection,  and  the 
order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

THE  OFFER   OF  JOHN  REABDON. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon to  give  a  hearing  and  report  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  next  Monday. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  was  asked  the  ques- 
tion today  by  several  citizens  what  kind  of  a  hear- 
ing that  is  to  be.  It  is  to  be  a  hearing  to  Mr. 
Reardon.    I  move  that  it  be  a  public  hearing. 

Mr.  O'Do  vd  raised  the  point  that  if  the  motion 
-was  adopted,  would  it  not  send  the  order  back  to 
the  Board  and  prevent  the  committee  from  re- 
porting next  Monday  ? 

Mr.  Maguire— The  hearing  is  to  be  on  Saturday, 
so  as  to  get  through  and  report  to  the  Board  on 
Monday. 

The  President  explained  the  point  made  bv  Mr. 
O'Dowd. 

Tne  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

RECESS  DURING  ELECTIONS. 

The  rule  was  suspended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sib- 
ley of  Ward  5,  who  offered  an  oraer — That  during 
the  counting  of  ballots  at  elections  by  this  Coun- 
cil, hereafter,  a  recess  be  taken  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Is  not  this  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rule  requiring  a  two-thirds  vote  to 
make  it  binding? 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  it  is  not. 
It  is  not  to  become  a  rule  of  the  Council,  but  sim- 
ply an  order  that  we  may  change  or  not  by  a  ma- 
jority vote. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  like  the  order,  but  it 
fixes  nothing.  It  does  not  fix  the  length  of  time 
for  which  a  recess  shall  be  taken.  It  seems  to 
me  the  order  should  state  how  long  the  recess 
shall  be. 

Mr.  Sibley— During  the  counting  of  the  ballots 
the  committee  may  sometimes  take  half  an  hour. 
The  City  Messenger  will  inform  the  President  and 
the  Council  when  the  committee  are  rea^y.  It  is 
■very  well  known  that  if  the  motion  is  not  made 
before  the  committee  retire,  it  cannot  be  made 
afterward.  The  order  covers  the  time  the  com- 
mittee are  engaged  counting  the  ballots.  I  as- 
sure the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  the  order  is  as 
near  correct  as  can  be,  so  that  the  Council  can 
take  a  recess  while  the  committee  are  out. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  observe  the  object  of 
this  order.  I  have  noticed  that  some  gentlemen 
have  seemed  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  by  occasionally  moving  a 
recess.  I  cannot  see  the  necessity  of  passing  such 
an  order. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  move  an  amendment 
that  the  recess  be  taken  "from  the  time  the  ballot 
has  been  taken  until  the  committee  are  ready  to 
•report." 

Mr.  Sibley  accepted  the  amendment,  and  the  or- 
der as  amended  was  passed. 

DIRECTOR    FOR    PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  Paul 


H.  Kendricken  as  Director  for  Public  Institutions, 
in  place  of  John  Taylor,  elected  by  this  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  to  an  election.  Committee — Messrs. 
Greenough  of  Ward  9,  Bigelow  of  Ward  25,  and 
Denney  of  Ward  12. 

Whole  number  of  votes 66 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

John  Tavlor  had 35 

Paul  H.  Kendricken  had 31 

Mr.  Taylor  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— We  have  now  had  three 
ballots  and  elected  Mr.  Taylor  on  each  one  of 
them.  I  move  that  a  committee  of  conference 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  a  like  committee 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  this  matter. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  President  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24,  Hilton  of 
Ward  5  and  Viles  of  Ward  8  as  said  committee. 

Sent  up. 

ASSESSORS'     DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  majority  and 
minority  reports  and  ordinances  on  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  taxes.     (City  Doc.  No.  17.) 

The  President  proceeded  to  read  the  ordinance 
reported  by  the  majority  by  sections,  and  after 
reading  two  sections,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman 
of  Ward  9  the  rule  was  suspended  and  further 
reading  was  dispensed  with,  the  document  leing 
in  print. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  ordinance  of 
the  majority  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21 — This  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Assessors'  Committee  the  latter  part 
of  the  last  year,  and  after  two  public  bearings 
they  reported  recommending  a  change  in  the 
tenure  of  office  of  the  Principal  Assessors.  Their 
report  failed  of  being  adopted  at  that  time  on 
account  of  the  lateness  of  the  season,  pressure  of 
business  and  a  general  disinclination  to  take  up 
anything  new.  There  was  also  expressed  a  wish 
that  the  committee  had  gone  farther  in  the 
changes  which  they  proposed.  The  majority  re- 
port of  this  year  proposes  the  same  change  in  the 
e'ection  of  the  Principals,  which  is  very  desirable, 
but  it  does  not  go  far  enough  in  my  opinion,  and 
a  minority  of  the  committee  have  presented  a  re- 
port recommending  the  same  change  in  the  election 
of  the  First  Assistant  Assessors.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  add  much  to  what  is  said  in  that  report 
as  to  the  desirableness  of  the  change;  but  after 
two  years'  service  on  this  committee,  and  making 
the  acquaintance  of  a  great  proportion  of  that 
board,  I  am  more  than  ever  of  the  opinion  that 
the  tenure  of  their  office  should  be  as  long  as  the 
Principals. 

There  seems  to  be  a  great  misunderstanding  as 
to  the  duties  of  the  First  Assistants,  and  from  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  it  would 
seem  that  they  were  not  of  much  account.  On 
the  contrary,  they  should  be  persons  of  the  great- 
est experience,  as  their  duties  are  as  im- 
portant, if    not   more    so,  than     the   Principals. 

They  are  the  executive  officers  of  the  Principals, 
and  it  is  a  very  rare  case  in  which  their  judgment 
is  not  sustained  by  the  Principals — they  have  the 
assessing  of  all  the  real  estate — fixing  the  value 
on  every  piece  of  property,  and  if  a  party  so  taxed 
feels  aggrieved,  he  is  referred  first  to  the  Assistant, 
who  can  make  an  abatement  if  he  can  be  con- 
vinced that  the  first  valuation  was  too  high.  If 
appeal  is  made  to  the  Principals  it  is  very  rarely 
that  a  deduction  is  made  without  the  consent  of 
the  Assistant  for  that  district.  I  believe  that  by 
making  the  body  more  permanent  and  a  smaller 
number  to  be  elected  every  ye  ar  there  wil  1  be  a  bet- 
ter chance  of  electing  a  class  of  men  who  will  give 
the  necessary  time  to  fit  themselves  for  the  posi- 
tion. Every  member  of  this  Council  who  has  in 
years  pa*t  voted  for  thirty-three  persons  on  one 
general  ticket — and  been  solicited  to  vote  for  as 
many  more — knows  how  hard  it  is  to  ascertain 
anything  of  the  qualifications  of  those  he  is  vot- 
ing for.  Where  there  are  but  eleven  to  elect,  in- 
stead of  thirty-three,  the  names  and  qualifications 
will  be  examined  closer,  and  it  will  be  harder 
work  for  a  poor  man  to  slip  in  than  now. 

Believing  that  the  change  is  desirable,  I  move 
that  the  minority  report  and  ordinance  be  adopt- 
ed for  that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6— The  members  of  the  As- 
sessors Committee  have  given  the  subject  full 
consideration.  Both  as  a  committee  and  as  indi- 
viduals; they  have  endeavored  by  every  means  in 
their  power  to  obtain  information  as  to  how  this 
department  could  be  strengthened  without  injur- 
ing its  efficiency.    As  a  result  of  their  labor  they 
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find  a  majority  of  the  citizens  and  taxpayers  are 
satisfied  with  the  operations  of  the  department 
as  now  conducted.  Very  few  desire  a  change  out- 
side of  a  few  members  of  the  Council  whose 
friends  may  perhaps  he  benefited  by  the  change. 
With  regard  to  the  Principal  Assessors,  the  com- 
mittee have  no  objection  to  lengthening  their 
term  of  office,  as  that  is  the  most  important 
branch  of  the  department,  and  as  it  has  been 
hinted  that  some  time  or  other  a  sweeping  change 
might  be  made  and  take  them  out  of  office,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  public  service.  For  those  rea- 
sons alone,  the  committee  have  determined  that 
the  term  of  that  branch  of  the  department  should 
be  lengthened.  With  regard  to  the  First  Assistants 
the  committee  are  divided.  A  majority  do  not 
think  it  necessary  that  this  branch  of  the  service 
should  possess  all  the  knowledge  that  the  Princi- 
pals have.  Under  the  guidance  of  the  Principals 
and  with  the  help  of  the  books  of  the 
preceding  year,  it  is  an  easy  matter  for  any  capa- 
ble man  to  make  a  good  First  Assistant  Assessor. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
the  custom  of  annual  elections  is  a  very  good  one. 
The  First  Assistant  Assessor  knows  very  well  that 
on  his  capability  and  efficient  service  during  the 
year  depends  his  reelection.  This  they  think 
could  not  be  the  case  in  a  term  of  three  years,  if 
that  was  adopted.  Eor  two  years  the  First  Assist- 
ant could  oe  very  careless,  and  probably  in  the 
third  year,  when  the  election  would  be  coming 
round,  he  would  be  very  efficient.  With  regard 
to  the  Second  Assistant  Assessor,  the  question  is 
whether  the  Board  of  Principals  and  First  Assist- 
ants shall  appoint  them,  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil elect  them.  It  is  a  very  poor  argument  to  say 
that  the  members  of  the  City  Council  are  capable 
of  appointing  the  Principal  Assessors  and  are  not 
capable  of  appointing  Assessors  of  the  inferior 
grade.  Of  course  we  know  there  is  more  or  less 
influence  in  the  election  of  Assessors.  The  ques- 
tion in  the  minds  of  the  majority  is  whether  that 
had  better  remain  with  the  Council  or 
with  the  Board  of  Principals.  We  think 
the  Council  is  better  able  to  stand  it.  The  main 
point  is  to  keep  the  Assessors'  Board  free  from 
political  influence  of  any  kind,  and  with  the  nomi- 
nation of  Seconds  coming  from  that  board  we 
think  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  that,  as  the 
Firsts  would  look  to  the  CityCouncil  for  their  elec- 
tion, there  would  be  many  trades,  causing  a  great 
detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  department. 
With  regard  to  putting  the  First  and  Second  Assist- 
ants more  under  the  control  of  the  Firsts,  both 
branches  oi  the  committee  are  united  on  that 
point  and  there  is  no  contest  in  regard  to  it.  An- 
other point  has  been  raised  about  the  Board  of 
Assessors  appointing  the  Second  Assistant.  A 
majority  of  the  committee  believe  that  would  be 
very  bad,  and  that  it  would  result  badly.  It  is 
probable  it  would  lead  to  picking  out  of  a  poor 
Assessor  or  one  that  would  become  so  valuable 
that  he  would  take  their  own  place.  The  main 
question  is  whether  we  shall  change  a  certainty 
lor  an  uncertainty.  As  I  said,  a  majority  of  the 
citizens  and  taxpayers  are  very  well  satisfied  with 
the  department  as  "at  present  managed.  The  only 
question  is  whether  we  shall  change  a  depart- 
ment that  is  well  managed  from  a  certainty  to  an 
uncertainty.  I  hope  the  motion  to  substitute  the 
minority  report  for  that  of  the  majority  will  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  hope  the  minority  re- 
port will  not  prevail,  because  I  find  in  looking 
over  it  that  the  men  of  business  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  have  so  signed  the  majority  report. 
I  also  find  that  the  minority  desire  the  Second 
Assistant  Assessors  nominated  by  the  Principal 
Assessors.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Princi- 
pal Assessors  are  more  competent  to  do  this  and 
to  select  men  for  those  positions  than  the  Coun- 
cil. It  is  my  desire  to  see  men  of  experience  in 
those  positions,  and  if  it  were  left  to  the  Hoard  of 
Assessors  it  would  not  receive  that  consideration. 
I  hope  the  minority  report  will  not  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Swift — I  should  like  to  be  instructed  as  to 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  substituting  the 
minority  report.  It  is  quite  possible  there  may 
be  some  members  who  take  the  same  view  of  this 
matter  that  I  do,  who  approve  the  first  part  of  the 
minority  report  and  not  the  last  part. 

The  President— If  the  ordinance  reported  by 
the  minority  is  substituted  for  that  of  the  majori- 
ty, the  question  will  then  come  upon  giving  the 
ordinance  a  second  reading,  which  will  take 
place  at  the  next  meeting  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  Swift— I  then  find  it  necessary  to  vote 
against  the  minority  report,  because  I  disapprove 


of  the  recommendation  for  nominating  the  Sec- 
ond Assistant  Assessors,  believing  it  would  bring 
the  Assessors'  office  too  much  into  politics,  for 
the  reasons  that  have  already  been  explained. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10— If  the  minority  report 
shall  be  substituted  for  the  majority  report,  is  it 
not  perfectly  competent  for  the  Council  to  amend 
the  minority  report  in  any  way  it  desires  ? 

The  President— Certainly.  If  the  motion  to  sub- 
stitute is  carried,  the  question  will  then  come 
upon  giving  the  ordinance  as  amended  a  second 
reading,  which  will  not  take  place  until  the  next 
meeting.  It  will  be  perfectly  competent  for  any 
member  to  offer  amendments  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Wyman  gave  notice  that  if  the  minority  re- 
port was  substituted  he  should  move  to  take  it  up. 
section  by  section 

The  President  said  that  would  more  properiy 
come  at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Christal — I  would  ask  if  this  ordinance  has 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Finances  ? 

The  President — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  Christal — Then  when  it  comes  up  for  adop- 
tion I  shall  move  its  reference  to  that  committee, 
to  let  them  report  upon  it. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — As  a  member  of  that 
committee  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
gard to  these  two  reports,  andto  state  whom  these 
reports  seem  to  favor.  Last  year  we  had  two 
public  hearings.  The  first  hearing  was  well  at- 
tended by  citizens  of  this  city,  and  with  a  single 
exception  no  one  was  in  favor  of  any  change 
whatever,  with  the  exception  that  they  thought 
it  might  be  advisable  to  retain  the  Principal  As- 
sessors in  office  for  a  longer  term,  and  thus  pre- 
vent them  all  from  going  out  in  one  year.  It  is 
true  we  had  some  there  who  favored  a  change, 
but  who  were  they  ?  They  were  First  Assistants 
themselves, — the  parties  who  are  to  be  benefited, 
who  knew  they  would  secure  a  three  years'  term 
of  office  instead  of  one.  If  gentlemen  will  read 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  last  year, 
page  696  of  the  proceeings,  they  will  find 
it  was  signed  by  Alderman  Hayden,  who 
favored  no  change  whatever.  Alderman  Hay- 
den was  himself  an  Assessor  in  previous  years.  In 
conversation  with  him  and  also  with  many  of  our 
taxpayers,  and  after  giving  a  public  hearing,  to 
which  no  one  came  favoring  a  change  except 
those  interested,  the  majority  of  the  committee 
recommend  that  the  First  Assistants  I  e  elected  for 
three  years.  I  have  spoken  to  several  First  Assist- 
ants this  past  week.  There  are  thirty-three  to  be 
elected.  We  shall  elect  eleven  for  one'year,  eleven 
for  two  years  and  eleven  for  three  years.  Every- 
body knows  the  pressure  that  is  brought  upon  the 
committee  to  bring  in  pew  names.  Suppose  we 
take  this  nomination  and  elect  the  first  eleven  for 
three  years.  Do  not  gentlemen  suppose  that  every 
one  of  those  thirty-three  now  holding  the  position 
would  not  make  an  effort  to  secure  for  them- 
selves an  election  for  three  years?  If  they  suc- 
ceed, some  of  them,  the  city  loses  the  services  of 
some  good  men,  and  the  newly-elected  men  may 
not  be  connected  with  the  department  at  present. 
In  conversation  with  some  of  the  Principals  I  find 
they  are  not  much  in  favor  of  this  change.  There 
don't  seem  tobe  much  to  be  gained.  Last  year  there 
was  a  determined  effort  made  by  members  of  this 
Council  and  others  outside,  to  recommend  new 
names  for  this  position.  After  the  result  was 
ascertained,  it  was  shown  there  were  five  new 
ones  elected  and  twenty-eight  old  ones.  I  do  not 
think  anything  is  to  be  gained  by  the  change.  As 
to  this  principle  of  having  the  Principal  Assessors 
and  Firsts  nominate  the  Seconds,everybody  knows 
it  is  possible  for  some  wards  to  be  unrepresented. 
If  there  is  to  be  no  representation  from  the 
wards,  and  the  Principals  are  not  acquainted  with 
any  one  in  the  wards,  I  don't  see  how  they  can 
recommend  any  one  better  than  those  from  the 
ward  can.  In  my  opinion  the  Councilmen  are  best 
fitted  for  this.  I  hope  the  minority  report  will 
not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Wheeler — Referring  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  8,  that  it  might  be 
proper  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  I  would  ask  of  the  committee  whether 
it  has  been  examined  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Kidney— This  whole  matter  has  been  passed 
upon  by  the  City  Solicitor.  We  should  not  have 
time  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
as  this  matter  should  be  passed  upon  tonight.  If 
the  old  method  should  prevail,  we  should  only 
have  just  about  time  to  elect  the  Assessors. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17 — As  another  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department,  I  desire 
to  say  a  few  words.    First,  I  will   reply  to   the 
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point  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  who 
raised  the  objection  that  in  the  election  of  First 
Assistant  Assessors  it  will  be  difficult  to  arrange 
the  terms  of  the  various  officers.  That  matter 
can  be  obviated  by  changing  the  wording  of  the 
ordinance  so  that  the  number  for  three,  two  or 
one  year  will  be  determined  by  lot.  As  regards 
the  opinions  of  citizens  on  this  subject,  I  must 
say  that  my  experience  has  been  different  from 
that  of  one  or  two  gentlemen  who  have  spoken. 
In  all  the  conversation  I  have  had  with  citizens, 
everybody  seems  to  favor  this  plan,  particularly 
the  matter  of  having  the  appointment  or  the  nom- 
ination of  Second  Assistants  made  by  the  Board 
of  Principals  and  Firsts.  The  greatest  argument  in 
favor  of  that,  is  that  the  Board  of  Assessors  are 
supposed  to  be  better  posted  as  to  who  are  the 
proper  incumbents  for  the  office  than  a  shifting 
committee  of  the  City  Council.  They  know  who 
are  qualified  for  the  place,  and  it  strikes  me  that 
the  question  of  politics  will  not  get  into  that  mat- 
ter nearly  so  much  as  it  is  now,  if  the  Board  of 
Principals  and  Firsts,  being  elected  for  three 
years,  not  dependent  upon  the  votes  or  patron- 
age of  the  Seconds,  will  not  be  subject  to  the  same 
pressure  in  the  election  of  Second  Assistants  as 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  are.  I  hope  the 
minority  report  will  receive  the  fair  consideration 
of  the  members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  C— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
first  gentleman  whose  name  appears  signed  to 
the  minority  report,  if  that  ordinance  has  also  re- 
ceived the  approval  of  the  City  Solicitor,  or  been 
examined  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances? 

Mr.  Wyraan  of  Ward  21— I  understand  ftom  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  that  both  reports  and  ordi- 
nances have  been  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor. 
Mr.  O'Dowd— Then  I  would  like  to  ask  if  this 
minority  report  is  in  order?  It  reads,  "An  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  taxes."  I  should  like  to  ask  if  it  should  not 
read  "An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  re- 
lation, '  etc. 

The  President— Will  the  gentleman  refer  to  the 
rule? 

Mr.  Child— It  strikes  me  this  is  to  be  considered 
as  a  substitute  for  the  ordinance  as  it  now 
stands. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— In  order  to  give  those 
who  agree  to  a  part  of  the  minority  report,  and 
not  to  the  whole  of  it,  an  opportunity  of  express- 
ing their  opinions,  I  move  that  so  much  of  the 
majority  report  as  relates  to  the  nomination  of 
Second  Assistant  Assessors  be  substituted  for  the 
portion  of  the  minority  report  which  relates  to 
that  subject.  I  understand  that  the  minority  re- 
port is  now  before  us,  it  having  been  offered  as  a 
substitute.  My  motion  is  to  amend  the  minority 
report  by  striking  out  the  portions  that  relate  to 
the  nomination  of  Second  Assistant  Assessors, 
and  substituting  therefor  the  corresponding 
provisions  in  the  report  of  the  majority.  Not 
being  very  familiar  with  the  ordinance  which 
has  been  proposed,  I  have  abstained  from  re- 
ferring to  the  particular  sections,  supposing  that 
the  members  of  the  committee  could  do  that  bet- 
ter than  I  could.  1  believe  my  motion  is  in  ordsr. 
I  believe  it  would  be  a  bad  plan  to  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  minority  as  to  the  nomination  of 
the  Second  Assistants.  It  seems  to  me  desirable 
that  the  Assessors'  Department  should  be  made  as 
permanent  as  possible,  and  removed  as  far  as  pos- 
sible from  politics.  Those  of  us  who  have  had  oc- 
casion to  take  part  in  the  election  of  Assistant 
Assessors  know  how  much  wire-pulling,  log-roll- 
ing and  trading  always  attend  such  elections.  I 
think  members  of  the  Council  will  agree  with  me 
it  is  the  most  unsatisfactory  work  of  the  year,  the 
election  of  the  thirty-three  names  upon  one  ticket. 
I  believe,  therefore,  that  the  changes  suggested  as 
to  the  First  Assistants  are  very  good  ones.  I 
think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  make  them  more  per- 
manent, and  that  they  should  hold  their  offices  for 
three  years  instead  of  one.  They  will  know  better 
how  to  attend  to  their  business  by  serving  a  longer 
term,  and  of  course  the  changes  will  be  less  fre- 
quent. It  will  also  be  a  great  advantage  that  we 
shall  only  have  to  elect  eleven  each  year  instead 
of  thirty-three.  It  is  easier  to  elect  eleven  men 
than  thirty-three.  We  will  also  have  a  better  op- 
portunity to  consider  their  qualifications.  The 
reason  I  am  opposed  to  a  change  in  the  election 
of  Second  Assistants  is  that  if  the  plan  proposed 
by  the  minority  is  adopted,  all  this  log-rolling  and 
wire  pulling  will  be  transferred  from  the  Council 
to  the  Board  of  Assessors.  It  is  bad  enough  here, 
but  it  will  be  worse  there.  It  is  even  conceded 
that     the     election     of     the     Assessors  them- 


selves might  be  influenced  by  the  con- 
sideration that  if  certain  gentlemen  were 
elected  they  would  nominate  certain  As- 
sessors, whicli  would  be  a  bad  result  certainly 
if  that  should  happen.  1  don't  see  how  the  As- 
sessors could  avoid  being  mixed  up  in  politics 
if  they  nominated  the  Second  Assistants.  It  is 
unfortunate,  but  it  is  certainly  a  fact,  that  poli- 
tics do  enter  into  the  nomination  and  election  of 
Second  Assistant  Assessors.  I  don't  see  how  that 
can  be  avoided  under  the  present  state  of  the 
law.  I  think  it  will  be  an  evil  to  bring  local  ward 
politics  into  the  election  of  Assessors,  as  ..his 
change  would  do. 

The  President  requested  Mr.  Swift  to  reduce  his 
motion  to  writing. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  will  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  present, 
for  this  reason :  I  hope  the  Council  will  substitute 
the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  majority,  not 
because  I  indorse  in  the  slightest  degree  that  very 
crude  measure  which  has  been  proposed,  but  be- 
cause it  seems,  if  I  read  the  document  rightly, 
that  the  minority  report  contains  all  the  corre- 
sponding features  of  the  majority  and  still  adds 
something  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  majority. 
If,  therefore,  we  substitute  the  minority  we  have 
the  greatest  field  presented  for  our  changes  and 
revisions.  If  we  take  the  majority  report  we  are 
confined  to  one  change  in  the  existing  ordinance, 
which  merely  fixes  the  term  of  office  of  the  five 
Principal  Assessors.  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  the 
matter  at  this  time,  but  simply  hope  that  the  mi- 
nority may  be  substituted,  and  then  we  can  go  in- 
to the  whole  question.  I  wish  the  Council  to  re- 
member that  last  year  this  matter  was  referred 
to  the  committee  by  the  Mayor's  address. 
A  hearing  was  given.  It  is"  not  exactly 
within  my  recollection  that  the  public  were 
so  entirely  satisfied  with  the  existing  sys- 
tem as  the  gentlemen  on  the  committee  seem 
to  think.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into 
that  argument.  The  committee  reported  that  no 
change  should  take  place  then;  that  they  had 
enough  to  attend  to  then  in  the  nomination  of 
Assessors  and  Assistants,  and  later  in  the  year 
they  would  take  some  further  action.  Later  in 
the  year  they  were  forced  to  take  some  action  at 
my  suggestion.  This  year  they  come  forward  with 
one  change.  I  think  the  department  needs  re- 
form. The  system  of  taxation  in  this  city  is  a  dis- 
grace to  a  civilized  community,  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  maintain  and  demonstrate  that  proposi- 
tion; but  I  don't  propose  to  do  it  at  this  time,  for 
which  I  hope  the  Council  will  be  grateful.  But  I 
hope  the  minority  report  will  be  substituted,  for 
it  covers  more  grounds  than  the  majority  does. 
If  you  adopt  the  report  of  the  minority,  then  we 
shall  be  able  to  make  such  amendments  as  we  see 
fit.  If  you  adopt  the  majority  plan,  then  you  will 
cut  off  all  the  reforms  needed,  except  the  one  rec- 
ommended by  them.  If  you  notice,  the  items  in 
the  ordinance  are  almost  exactly  the  same,  except 
the  sections  concerning  the  appointment  of  the 
First  and  Second  Assistants.  If  this  change  be 
made  on  the  first  reading,  then  when  we  reach 
the  second  stage  every  gentleman  will  have  a 
chance  to  offer  amendments,  we  will  save  time 
and  have  an  opportunity  to  make  greater  re- 
forms in  the  system.  I  make  this  suggestion 
through  you,  sir,  so  that  we  can  immediately  come 
to  a  vote  and  then  have  a  test  on  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— lam  perfectly  willing  to 
withdraw  my  amendment  and  propose  it  after 
the  minority  report  is  substituted.  I  think  it  can 
be  effected  by  substituting  section  7  of  the 
minority  for  section  7  of  the  majority. 

The  motion  to  sul  stitute  was  lost  by  a  rising 
vote— 26  for,  40  against. 

The  question  came  upon  giving  the  majority 
ordinance  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  make  a  motion  which 
I  presume  will  be  ineffectual,  in  regard  to  the 
second  section  of  the  ordinance.  I  move  to  amend 
so  that  the  Assessors  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Mayor  with  the  concurrent  vote  of  both  branches 
of  '  the  City  Council.  I  make  that  motion 
because  it  is  a  matter  of  ancient  history, 
as  some  of  the  members  of  the  Council  will  re- 
member, tbat  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1879,  Mr. 
Sawyer  of  Ward  24  thought  it  was  a  good  plan  to 
have  the  Mayor  appoint  these  five  Principals,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  there  has  been 
anything  in  the  last  two  months  to  change  his 
opinion  and  lead  him  to  vote  against  such  a 
change  now.  [Mr.  Whitmore  read  the  order  offered 
by  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  on  the  date  referred 
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to.]  Nearly  all  these  appointments  of  officers  are 
made  by  the  Mayor  and  concurred  in  by  the  City 
Council,  with  the  exception  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments. I  do  not  ask  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
appoint  these  various  Assessors  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  24  did,  but  that  he  nominate  them 
subject  to  the  concurrence  of  the  council.  It 
seems  to  me  it  will  have  a  steadying  effect  to  have 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  elect  these  gentlemen.  I 
think  that  consistency  will  prompt  my  friend 
from  Ward  24  to  vote  tor  the  amendment  which  I 
make. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  Whitmore  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Child— In  section  9  of  both  ordinances  there 
is  one  small  difference.  It  is  a  matter  which  was 
talked  of  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee, 
and  was  agreed  to  informally  by  the  majority  as 
well  as  the  minority,  but  it  was  not  perfected  in 
time  to  introduce  in  the  majority  report,  there- 
fore I  will  offer  it  as  an  amendment: 

"Amendment  to  Section  9  —  Insert  after  the 
word  'Assessors,'  in  the  sixth  line,  the  following 
words:  'In  taking  the  polls  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Assessors  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  in  ob- 
taining the  full  and  correct  names  of  citizens,  to- 
gether with  their  previous  residence.'  " 

This  is  intended  to  make  a  rule  by  which  the 
Assessors  shall  enforce  the  better  obtainment  of 
the  names  of  the  polls  by  the  Second  Assistants. 
Any  gentleman  who  has  had  anything  to  do  with 
ward  committees  in  looking  up  the  names  of  vot- 
ers who  are  not  on  the  voting  lists,  have  had  the 
same  experience  I  have  had,  and  knows  there  are 
many  mistakes  and  omissions  made  by  the  Sec- 
ond Assistant  Assessors  in  this  matter.  A  little 
more  care  will  aid  the  Registrars  of  Voters  a 
great  deal  in  their  duties. 

Mr.  Kidney— The  signers  of  the  majority  report 
have  no  objection  to  this  amendment.  It  came 
up  after  the  adjournment  of  the  committee,  but 
we  agreed  informally  to  adopt  it. 

Mr.  Maguire— I  will  also  add  that  the  members 
on  the  part  of  the  Aldermen  approve  it.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  they  will  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  Council  will  not  be 
in  a  hurry  to  insert  that  provision  unless  we  have 
some  definite  information  as  to  its  legality.  If  I 
remember  rightly,  the  duties  of  the  Assessors  are 
fixed  by  law,  and  if  it  is  intended 
to  have  any  amendment  of  this  kind 
adopted,  it  will  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
whether  we  have  any  right  to  put  additional  qual- 
ifications upon  the  Assessors  or  add  additional 
duties  to  them.  It  seems  to  be  too  important  a 
matter  to  the  city  to  be  adopted  by  this  body 
without  first  having  the  opinion  of  the  City  Soli- 
citor. I  hardly  know  what  will  be  the  effect  of  re- 
ferring the  amendment  to  the  City  Solicitor,  but 
suppose  it  will  carry  the  whole  question  with  it. 
For  that  reason  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman  not  to 
offer  his  amendment  at  the  present  time,  but  to 
offer  it  afterwards  as  an  order,  and  that  it  will  be 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  and  reported 
upon  when  the  ordinance  shall  come  up  for  a  sec- 
ond reading.  In  a  matter  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance like  this  I  think  we  should  always  obtain 
the  opinion  of  our  legal  adviser  before  action. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8 — I  coincide  with  my 
friend  from  Ward  12.  I  think  this  will  have  to  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  or  the  City  Soli- 
citor. I  understand  this  ordinance  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  City  Solicitor,  and  if  there  are  many 
more  amendments  we  shall  not  know  whether  it 
is  legal  or  not.  I  hope  the  Council  will  not  insist 
upon  any  more  amendments  before  it  is  referred 
to  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  understand  it  has 
been  stated  that  both  of  these  reports  have  been 
referred  to  the  City  Solicitor,  and  this  clause 
offered  by  the  gentleman  as  an  amendment  is  in 
the  ninth  section  of  the  minority  report. 

Mr.  Child— This  is  a  provision  which  now  exists 
in  the  city  ordinance.  It  is  very  similar  to  a  good 
many  other  provisions,  and  does  not  seem  to  be  of 
sufficient  importance  to  refer  to  the  City  Solicitor. 
The  matter  has  been  fully  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — I  have  alway>  supposed 
that  the  great  difficulty  experienced  by  the  Second 
Assistant  Assessors  in  obtaining  the  names  was 
because  the  names  would  not  be  given  correctly, 
particularly  in  the  boarding  and  lodging  houses, 
I  have  been  thinking  the  matter  over.  I  don't 
know  whether  it  could  be  done  by  ordinance,  but 
if  every  boarding-house  keeper  could  be  made  to 
keep  a  register  with  the  correctly  written  names 
of  the  people  living  there,  as  the  hotels  do,  this 


difficulty  could  be  obviated.  The  Assessor 
goes  to  the  door  and  asks  who  lives  there. 
"Well,  Harry  Johnson."  "Has  he  a  middle 
name?"  "I  don't  know;  they  call  him 
Harry  Johnson."  Some  men  do  not  want  to- 
be  assessed  for  the  sake  of  paying  two  dollars 
poll  tax,  and  tell  the  boarding-house  keeper  not 
to  give  their  names  to  the  Assessors.  In  that  way 
a  great  many  escape  paying  taxes.  1  was  in  hopes 
the  committee  would  consider  this  matter  and 
bring  up  something  of  that  kind.  It  seems  to  me 
that  is  the  only  correct  way  to  get  at  the  poll 
taxes. 

Mr.  Whitmore — As  I  said  before,  I  hope  the 
Council  will  reject  the  amendment  at  present,  be- 
cause we  have  no  assurance  that  the  attention  of 
the  City  Solicitor  has  been  called  to  this  point.  I 
hope  it  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judi- 
ciary to  get  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  defi- 
nitely. At  the  same  time,  my  objections  are  sole- 
ly for  the  benefit  of  the  measure.  If  the  friends 
of  the  majority  do  not  press  it  now,  we  can  obtain 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  informally  be- 
tween now  and  next  Thursday,  and  if  the  amend- 
ment is  illegal,  we  can  strike  it  out.  It  seems 
rather  improper  for  the  gentleman  to  insist  upon 
an  amendment  now  to  a  matter  which  goes  over. 
If  no  suspension  of  the  rule  is  attempted,, 
and  the  ordinance  goes  over,  it  will  be 
perfectly  feasible  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
the  City  Solicitor,  and  have  it  here,  un- 
less some  gentleman  who  has  had  the  matter  in 
hand  can  give  an  assurance  that  the  City  Solicitor- 
has  had  his  attention  called  to  this  section  and 
says  it  is  legal.  It  seems  rather  unusual  to  have 
it  offered  at  this  stage. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Child  was  declared  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  doubted  the  vote;  the  Council  was 
divided — 37  for,  21  against. 

The  question  came  upon  giving  the  ordinance  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21 — I  move  the  adoption  of 
a  new  section  in  place  of  section  3.  As  the  minor- 
ity report  has  recommendations  for  changes  in 
the  offices  of  both  First  and  Second  Assistants,  any 
members  who  voted  against  the  adoption  of  the 
minority  report,  because  they  are  unwilling  to 
make  the  prouosed  change  in  the  Seconds,  but  are 
willing  to  make  the  change  in  the  Firsts.  I  will 
offer  this  as  an  amendment  to  section  3  of  the- 
majority  report. 

Sect.  3.  On  the  first  Monday  in  February,  in  the 
year  1880,  or  within  sixty  days  theieal'ter,  there- 
shall  be  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council,  thirty-three  Assist- 
ant Assessors  of  Taxes,  to  be  denominated  First 
Assistants.  They  shall  be  resident  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, and  shall  receive  such  compensation  as 
the  City  Council  may  from  time  to  time  de- 
termine. At  the  first  meeting  of  Principal 
Assessors  and  First  Assistant.  Assessors  held 
in  the  year  1880,  pursuant  to  the  require- 
ments of  section  7  of  this  ordinance,  the  terms 
of  office  of  the  First  Assistant  Assessors  elected 
in  that  year  shall  be  determined  by  drawing  the 
names  of  said  persons  from  a  box,  to  be  provided 
for  the  purpose  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Principal  Assessors.  The  terms  of  the  eleven 
persons  whose  names  are  drawn  first  shall  be 
three  years,  and  the  terms  of  the  eleven  whose 
names  are  drawn  next  shall  le  two  years, 
and  the  terms  of  the  eleven  whose  names 
are  drawn  last  shall  be  one  year,  irom 
the  first  day  of  April,  1880,  and  until 
others  are  elected  and  qualified  in  their  stead, 
unless  sooner  removed.  On  the  first  Monday  in 
February, or  within  sixty  days  thereafter,  in  each 
succeeding  year,  there  shall  be  elected,  by  con- 
current vote  of  both  branches  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, eleven  First  Assistant  Assessors,  who  shall 
hold  office  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the 
first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  in  which  they  are 
elected,  and  until  others  are  elected  and  qualified 
in  their  stead. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  4  asked  to  be  excused 
from  voting,  having  paired  with  Mr.  Greenough, 
and  the  request  was  granted. 

Mr.  Maguire— I  hope  this  amendment  will  not 
be  adopted.  Last  year  we  had  108  candidates  for 
Assistant  Assessors.  Every  member  had  the  sat- 
isfaction of  recommending  somebody.  If  this  is 
adopted  we  have  got  to  take  the  Assessors  from 
the  thirty-three  names  presented.  The  committee 
have  no  choice  in  the  matter.  We  might  as  well 
draw  them  as  we  draw  our  seats.  As  the  matter 
now  stands  each  man  has  an  opportunity  to  pre- 
sent a  name,  and  if  there  is  anything  against  him 
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it  is  brought  out.  I  don't  think  there  is  any  such 
favor  in  the  committee  that  a  bad  man  would  not 
be  rejected;  but  it  a  man  who  is  not  very  compe- 
tent happens  to  get  through  the  committee,  then 
his  qualifications  are  stated  to  the  members  of 
the  Council.  As  I  understand  this  amendment 
■we  have  got  to  take  the  first  eleven  who  are  nom- 
inated for  three  years,  and  the  second  lor  two 
years,  and  the  third  for  one  year,  and  can  have  no 
other  choice.    1  hope  it  will  not  prevail! 

Mr.  Christal — I  don't  see  how  we  are  going  to 
fill  a  vacancy  under  that  section.  I  move  that 
this  be  referred  to  the  City  Solicitor  to  get  his 
opinion  on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21 — There  having  been 
some  objections  raised  that  the  thirty-three  First 
Assistants  could  be  blotted  out,  I  would  state  that 
this  section  has  been  drawn  under  the  sanction 
of  the  City  Solicitor,  the  First  Assistants  are  to  be 
nominated  by  the  committee  as  now,  and  elected 
by  the  City  Council,  but  their  term  of  office  is  to 
be  selected  by  lot.  It  is  the  only  way  it  can  be 
done  if  the  Council  are  in  favor  of  electing  them 
for  more  than  one  year. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  am  opposed  to  this  amendment 
because  it  is  not  in  the  line  of  civil-service  reform, 
and  because  the  best  man  may  be  elected  for  one 
year,  and  the  poorest  for  three  years.  For  that 
reason  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  would  suggest  to  my  friend  oppo- 
site that  under  the  present  arrangement  the  best 
man  should  be  elected  for  one  year. 

Mr.  Swift — I  should  like  to  suggest  also  that  he 
might  be  reelected. 

Mr.  Wyman's  amendment  was  declare i  lost. 
Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  doubted  the  vote;  the 
Council  was  divided — 22  for,  36  against. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman opposite,  who  is  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Council,  whether  it  is  in- 
tended that  only  those  persons  recommended  by 
the  committee  shall  be  voted  for  by  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Kidney— It  is  not. 

Mr.  Bailey — Then  I  would  move  to  amend  by 
adding  at  the  end  of  the  first  section  the  follow- 
ing: 

"Nothing  herein  contained,  however,  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  the  election  by  the  City 
Council  to  either  or  all  the  above  offices,  of  per- 
sons not  recommended  by  said  committee." 

Mr.  Bailey's  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the 
ordinance  as  amended  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Kidney — As  the  time  for  electing  Assessors 
is  very  limited,  and  we  have  only  just  about  time 
to  do  it,  I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  in  order 
that  the  ordinance  may  take  its  second  reading 
this  evening. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. As  I  stated  a  little  while  ago,  a  change  has 
been  made  without  its  being  examined  properly. 
This  matter  came  before  the  Council  without  first 
going  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  The  Coun- 
cil seems  to  be  always  in  a  hurry  to  elect  officers, 
and  I  suppose  a  motion  will  be  made  this  evening 
to  suspend  the  rule  and  elect  this  long  list  of  offi- 
cers elected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  last  Mon- 
day. I  hope  we  shall  have  a  week  to  look  it  over 
and  consider  it,  and  above  all  to  see  what  legal 
effect  the  changes  already  made  will  have. 

Mr.  Kidney— The  ordinance  makes  it  obligatory 
upon  the  City  Council  to  elect  Assessors  within 
twenty  days  from  the  1st  of  February.  The  com- 
mittee do  not  desire  to  force  this  matter.  It  has 
been  laid  over  a  week,  and  gentlemen  have  had 
plenty  of  opportunity  to  look  into  it. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended,  Mr.  Whit- 
more doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was  divided, 
46  for,  9  against,  and  the  rule  was  suspended. 

The  ordinance  was  then  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Child — I  do  not  like  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Council  too  much,  but  there  is  one  matter  I 
thought  of  in  relation  to  my  amendment  which  I 
wish  to  state.  It  was  submitted  by  me  to  the 
four  Principal  Assessors,  who  saw  it  and  approved 
it.  I  am  also  informed  that  the  ordinance  pre- 
sented by  the  minority  of  the  committee  was 
looked  over  by  the  City  Solicitor.  I  do  not  know 
of  it  from  my  own  knowledge,  but  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Principal  Assessors  and  the  City 
Solicitor,  it  seems  to  me  it  should  be  passed. 

The  ordinance  was  passed. 

Mr.  Kidney  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost, 

Sent  up. 


THE    CITY    HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8.30  P.  M.,  viz.,  order  to  petition 
for  an  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library. 

Mr.  Perkins  stated  that  he  understood  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  were  not  ready  to  report  on 
the  order  on  this  subject  referred  to  them,  and 
on  his  motion  the  subject  was  further  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Christal  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the 
order  to  allow  city  laborers  a  holiday  on  the  23d 
of  February.    Motion  declared  out  of  order. 

ELECTIONS    OF    CITY    OFFICERS. 

Reports  came  down  nominating  the  following- 
named  city  officers,  with  certificates  of  their  elec- 
tion by  the  other  branch: 

City  Messenger—  Alvah  H.  Peters. 

Clerk  of  Committees— William  H.  Lee. 

City  Architect— George  A.  Clough. 

Water  Registrar— William  F.  Davis. 

City  Registrar — Nicholas  A.  Apollonio. 

City  Surveyor— Thomas  W.  Davis. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings— James  C. 
Tucker. 

City  Engineer— Joseph  P.  Davis. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers — William  H.  Bradley. 

City  Solicitor— John  P.  Healy. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands— Robert  W. 
Hall. 

Superintendent  of  Streets— Charles  Harris. 

Also,  report  nominating  William  Doogue  as> 
Superintendent  of  the  Common  and  Public- 
Grounds. 

The  several  reports  were  accepted  and  the  elec- 
tions laid  over. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  suggest  that  we  had  better- 
suspend  the  rule  and  go  thiough  with  one-half  of 
the  elections  tonight.  There  are  no  opposing; 
candidates,  but  it  will  take  some  time  to  go 
through  the  form  of  balloting.  To  test  the  feel- 
ing of  the  Council,  I  move  to  susperd  the  rule.  I 
intend  to  vote  for  hardly  any  one  of  them  my- 
self. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  thought  the  gentleman  spoke  a 
little  while  ago  of  the  undesirability  of  suspend- 
ing the  rule  in  these  matters.  I  hope  the  rules 
will  not  be  suspended.  I  see  no  reason  for  vary- 
ing from  our  usual  course. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  merely  wish  to  reply  to  the 
gentleman  by  saying  that  I  said  I  had  nb  doubt 
somebody  would  move  to  suspend  the  rules  to- 
night. And  in  order  to  make  myself  a  true  proph- 
et, I  made  the  motion.  But  the  adoption  of  an 
ordinance  is  different  from  the  election  of 
city  officers  against  whom  there  is  no  opposition. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

UNFINISHED  BUSrNFSS. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Sarah  R.  Lewis  866.66,  be- 
ing her  salary  from  Nov.  20  to  Dec.  20,  1879,  as 
Janitress  of  Police  Station  2.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  grade  St.  Betolph  and  other  streets  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  S4000.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage 
to  continue  the  work  of  abating  the  Roxbury 
Canal  nuisance,  and  to  have  the  powers  and 
duties  recited  in  the  order  of  July  16, 1878.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  contract  for  cast-iron  water  pipes,  at 
an  expense  of  $66,520  for  the  Cochituate  Depart- 
ment, and  §13,480  lor  the  Mystic  Department. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

PRINTING  DEPARTMENT. 

The  eighth  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Printing  (City  Doc.  21)  was  received  and 
sent  up. 

An  ordinance  of  1878  (Doc.  No.  23)  provides 
that  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  "shall  an- 
nually submit  to  the  City  Council  a  report  of  the 
amount  of  printing,  binding,  stock  and  station- 
ery, done  for  or  supplied  to  each  department  of  the 
City  Government,  and  the  cost  thereof,  and  gen- 
erally of  all  matters  transacted  under  his  superin- 
tendence." 

In  conformity  with  this  ordinance  this  report  is- 
respectfully  submitted.  The  statistics  are  made 
up  for  the  year  ending  with  theAuditofs  draft  of 
Feb.  1,  1880,  substantially  representing  the  last 
municipal  year,  this  date  completing  eight  and 
one-half  years  since  the  establishment  of  this 
office,  Aug.  1,  1871. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Printing  and  Binding. 
During  the  last  year  the  following  amount  of 
work  has  been  done  by  the  parties  stated: 

By  Rockwell  &  Churchill £36,688.71 

By  Houseof  Industry 3,057.56 

Printing,  by  parties  outside  of  contract 1,406  88 

Binding,  by  parties  outside  of  contract 1,466.09 

Total S42.619.27 

stock  Supplies. 

Amount  purchased  during  the  year S7.803.66 

Xess  increase  in  stock  on  hand,  and  stock 

dues,  per  note  a,  page  7 208.12 

Consumption  one  year 87,595.54 

Stationery. 
Amount  purchased  (and  consumed)  during 
the  year $14,272.32 

Summary. 

One  year  to  Feb.  1,  1880— Printing  and  binding, 
842,619.27;  stock,  #7, 595. 54;  stationery.  #14,272. 32; 
total,  #64  487.13. 

PriirVV;  y::rs— printing  and  binding  £f?4-  44",  b8 
stock,  £98'.839.77;  stationery,  gl07.837.08;  total, 
#552, 119.43. 

Aggregates,  81/?  years— Printing  and  binding,  #388,- 
061.85;  stock,  $108,435. 31:  stationery,  #122,109.40; 
total,  £616,606. 56. 

Average  &>er  year — printing  and  binding,  £45.654.34: 
stock.  £12,521  80;  stationery.  £14,365.81;  total,  872,- 
541.95. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  of  1871,  in  recom- 
mending the  establishment  of  this  office,  say, 
"The  total  expenditures  for  printing,  binding 
and  stationer] ,  during  the  last  financial  year, 
amounted  to  something  over  $90,000.  Of  this'  sum 
about  §63,000  was  paid  under  the  contract  for 
printing,  and  $20,000  was  expended  for  stationery 
and  blank  books." 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  an  average  saving 
of  $18,000  per  year,  for  the  last  eight  and  one-half 
years,  has  been  made;  and  a  saving  of  about  $26,- 
000  for  the  last  year,  or  thirty  per  cent,  as  com- 
pared with  the  above  statement  of  the  committee 
of  1871  It  is  to  be  considered  also  that  a  much 
larger  amount  of  work  and  material  lias  been  re- 
ceived for  the  money  expended,  as  a  result  of 
annexations,  establishing  new  commissions,  dis- 
trict courts,  election  precincts,  etc.,  and  the  gen- 
eral increase  of  city  business.  The  Assessors' 
lists  of  residents,  printed  and  posted  in  the  sev- 
eral precincts,  is  an  instance,  which  fully  accounts 
for  the  increase  of  the  amount  of  printing  this 
year  over  last  year  in  the  table  appended  to  this 
report.  This  general  increase,  however,  is  partly 
offset  by  two  items  appearing  in  the  Auditor's  Re- 
port of  1870-71,  comprised  in  the  committee's 
statement,  quoted  above,  which  do  not  pertain  to 
the  comparison  made;  namely,  stationery  for  the 
School  Department,  $5194.29;  and  binding  for  the 
Public  Library,  $4734.37. 

In  the  items  of  stock,  stated  above,  it  will  be 
seen  that  a  large  saving  has  been  made  last  year 
over  the  average  of  eight  and  a  half  years;  and 
by  the  table  at  the  end  (in  connection  with  note  a) 
it  is  shown  that  the  expenditures  for  stock  have 
been  $2  13.97  less  the  last  year  than  the  year  pre- 
vious; and  for  stationery,  $3259.35  less  for  the 
same  time;  or  twenty-one  per  cent,  less  for  the 
year. 

In  the  quality  of  stock  and  stationery  pur- 
chased, care  is  taken  to  fully  meet  the  desires  of 
department  officers;  while,  as  a  general  rule,  all 
extravagance  is  avoided,  and  it  is  held  that  what 
is  good  enough  for  the  best  mercantile  work  is 
good  enough  for  ordinary  city  use.  For  blanks 
and  blank-book  work  the  best  of  American  manu- 
facture is  procured,  almost  wholly  of  strong  linen 
material;  and  it  is  believed  that  no  better  paper 
is  now  made  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

While  this  is  the  system,  the  city  has  realized  a 
great  advantage  from  placing  its  purchasing 
agency  in  the  hands  of  one  person,  left  free  to  act 
for  the  city's  interest.  It  has  never  been  necessa- 
ry to  seek  out  the  best  places  for  making  pur- 
chases, as  the  very  best  parties  to  deal  with,  rep- 
resenting the  best  manufacturers,  actively  seek 
the  city  orders,  in  direct  competition  one  witn  an- 
other, and  offer  the  best  of  stock  at  the  largest  of 
discounts  on  prices.  Frequently  desirable  lots 
are  offered  at  extra  discounts,  and  are  bought  to 
the  best  advantage.  For  a  few  months  past  the 
tendency  has  been  for  a  decided  advance  in 
prices,  but  lull  supplies  have  been  bought  at  for- 
mer low  prices,  and  the  city  supply  is  not  yet  ma- 
terially affected  by  the  rise  in  prices. 

Former  reports  have  treated  of  topics  of  recur- 
ring   interest,   and   reference   is   made  thereto: 


First  report,  February,  1872,  Doc.  25;  second,  Sep- 
tember, 1872,  Doc.  100;  third,  September,  1873, 
Doc.  114;  fourth,  February,  1875,  Doc.  26;  fifth, 
August,  1876,  Doc.  82;  sixth,  February,  1878,  Doc. 
31;  seventh,  February,  1879,  Doc.  17. 

Prominent  among  these  topics  is  the  peculiar 
nature  of  a  contract  for  an  amount  of  work  so 
large  and  varied  as  the  city  printing.  The  pres- 
ent contract  is  a  growth  out  of  preceding  condi- 
tions, and  has  attained  the  great  merit  of  placing 
substantially  all  the  work  upon  specific  prices, 
leaving  little  oi  nothing  to  the  determination  of 
(mythical)  market  rates,  which,  under  modern 
closeness  of  competition,  exhibit  remarkable  fluc- 
tuations. The  statistics  of  the  reports  of  this 
office  show  how  well  the  city  has  been  served  by 
Messrs.  Rockwell  &  Churchill,  the  present  con- 
tractors for  the  city  printing,  whose  work  has 
given  uniform  satisfaction.  The  portion  of  the 
work  done  at  Deer  Island  has  also  been  generally 
satisfactory,  and  the  best  results  are  gradually 
being  realized  for  all  parties  concerned,  in  the 
most  harmonious  manner. 

The  State  contract  for  printing,  which  has  been 
in  controversy,  and  is  now  before  the  Legislature, 
is  a  very  concise  and  apparently  simple  instru- 
ment, having  but  two  or  three  specific  rates,  on 
each  of  which  the  present  contractors  (Messrs. 
Rand,  Avery  &  Co.)  were  the  lowest  bidders.  The 
contractors  "further  agree  to  furnish  at  cost, 
without  bonus,  allowance,  or  commission,  to  any 
person  whatsoever,  all  such  paper  as  from  time 
to  time  may  be  required  for  said  printing;  and  to 
fold,  stitch  and  bind  as  directed,  all  pamphlets 
and  other  documents  which  may  need  it;  and  to 
furnish  plans,  plates  and  engravings,  except  for 
engraved  bonds  and  work  of  a  similar  character, 
when  required,  in  a  prompt,  faithful  and  work- 
manlike manner,  at  the  lowest  price  at  which  it 
can  be  done,  and  exhibit  their  bills  as  vouchers 
therefor." 

It  is  not  surprising  that  a  controversy  should 
have  arisen,  inasmuch  as  a  concession  by  the  State 
leaves  the  matter  so  largely  open  to  indefinite 
charges.  At  the  same  time,  the  State  cannot  af- 
ford to  be  unjust,  however  conclusive  its  own 
interpretation  may  be.  The  State  contract  is 
made  for  five  years  from  July  1,  1877.  (Senate 
Doc.  39,  1875.) 

In  the  city  contract  all  such  disputes  are  pre- 
cluded. The  city  buys  its  own  paper;  and  work 
not  at  stated  contract  prices  is  open  to  actual 
competition,  or  is  procured  by  the  city  directly  of 
outside  parties.  In  technical  interpretations,  a 
proper  printed  standard  authority  with  the  craft 
is  the  conclusive  arbitrament,  by  the  contract. 
While  the  city's  interests  are  fully  protected,  it  is 
a  pleasure  to  believe  that  it  is  dealing  justly  with 
its  employes  and  with  all  competitors  for  its 
patronage,  without  favoritism  to  ?ny  party. 

It  is  a  safe  and  reasonable  rule  of  action  in  a 
public  body,  where  a  contract  is  made  on  the 
basis  of  a  fair  and  open  competition,  that  all 
doubtful  matters  shall  be  determined  in  a  spirit 
of  liberality  to  the  contractors.  This  has  been 
the  city's  policy,  and  in  return  it  has  received 
faithful  and  fitting  service  and  appreciation  will- 
ingly rendered. 

For  the  East  Boston  Ferries,  during  the  past 
year,  there  have  been  sorted,  counted  and 
packed,  under  the  superintendent's  supervision, 
3,216,952  foot  passes,  and  155,510  team  tickets,  of 
the  value  of  $65,961.90,  at  a  cost  of  $144.85. 

In  Note  a  of  the  table  annexed  are  items  of  the 
cost  of  publishing  and  supplying  in  volumes  the 
Reports  of  the  City  Council  Proceedings.  This 
system  commenced  in  July,  1868,  and  has  been  an- 
nually continued  by  contract  with  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Boston  Transcript.  The  con- 
tract runs  for  one  year  frorr  July  1,  an- 
nually; the  present  year  at  a  consideration 
of  $6000  to  the  Transcript  Company.  The 
index  and  binding  in  volumes  are  done  under  su- 
pervision of  this  office,  and  are  not  included  in 
the  contract.  An  order  recently  passed  by  the 
City  Council  provides  for  a  consolidated  index  of 
the  twelve  volumes,  up  to  the  present  year,  under  , 
direction  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees. 

The  annexed  table  shows,  in  a  concise  form,  the 
aggregate  of  the  business  of  this  office  with  the 
several  departments  and  appropriation  accounts 
of  the  city,  during  the  last  year. 

George  Coolidge, 
Superintendent  of  Printing. 

auditor's  exhibit. 

The  monthly  exhibit  oi  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
for  Feb.  1  was  received  (City  Doc.  22).    Sent  up. 
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Total  appropriations,  $16,252,358.92.     Total  ex- 
penditures. §13,323,270.85. 
Balance  unexpended,  §2,929,088.07. 

POLICE    DEPARTMENT. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  Police  Commissioners 
of  the  doings  of  the  department  for  the  month  of 
January  was  received  and  sent  up. 

THE    FEDERAL-STREET    FIRE.   . 

The  following  was  received: 

City  Hall,  Feb.  5, 1880. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston :  Gentlemen — In  compliance  with  the 
order  passed  Jan.  27, 1880,  directing  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings  to  report  whether  the  condition  of 
the  buildings  on  Federal  and  Devonshire  streets, 
burned  Dec.  28  and  29,  complied  at  that  time  in  all 
particulars  with  the  requirements  of  the  building 
laws,  and  also  whether  any  changes  in  the  re- 
quirements of  the  building  laws  are  desirable — 

I  would  respectfully  report,  that  the  buildings 
referred  to  in  the  order,  to  wit — 

Nos.  91-93  Federal  street. 

Nos.  105-107  Federal  street. 

Nos.  73-75  Federal  street. 

No.  69  Federal  street. 

Nos.  63-67  Federal  street. 

Nos.  109-113  Franklin  street. 

Nos.  232-238  Devonshire  street; — 
■were  all  erected  under  the  provisions  of  the  build- 
ing statute,  and  that  during  the  process  of  their 
erection  sundry  violations  of  the  building  law 
were  taken  cognizance  of  by  the  department,  and 
which,  upon  notice,  were  promptly  removed. 

At  a  subsequent  date  and  after  the  completion 
of  the  structures,  alterations  of  a  limited  nature 
were  made  upon  three  of  them,  all  of  which  in 
their  construction  conformed  to  the  requirements 
of  the  statute. 

The  final  reports  of  the  Assistaut  Inspectors  of 
that  district,  made  upon  the  completion  of  the 
buildings,  certify  to  their  conformance  with 
statute  requirements.  Since  then,  and  down 
to  the  time  of  the  fire,  my  attention  had 
never  been  directed  to  the  legal  condi- 
tion of  the  premises,  and  I  was  not  cog- 
nizant of  any  violation  of  the  law  existing  upon 
them.  The  examination  after  the  fire  developed 
only  one  violation,  which  was  made  by  the  con- 
struction of  an  opening  twenty  inches  wide  and 
four  feet  high,  in  the  partition  wall  of  No.  93 
Federal  street,  by  which  fire  passed  into  the  ad- 
joining building.  This  opening  was  made  without 
notice  to  the  department,  without  a  permit,  and 
the  manner  of  its  construction  was  in  violation  of 
law. 

The  question  whether  any  changes  in  the  build- 
ing law  are  desirable  is  one  in  which  there  is  a  di- 
versity of  opinion,  for  the  views  of  the  depart- 
ment and  those  of  our  best  builders  and  archi- 
tects are  as  yet  not  fully  harmonized  on  all  of  its 
provisions,  and  it  is  still,  to  a  certain  extent,  an 
open  question  what  changes  are  really  necessary, 
and  also,  further,  the  extent  to  which  they  should 
be  carried. 

•.  In  view,  then,  of  the  existing  diversity  of  opin- 
ion,and  also  having  in  view  that  that  portion  of  the 
Mayor's  message  relating  to  amendments  to  the 
buiiding  law  was  previously  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
I  would  respectfully  rcommend  that  so  much  of 
the  order  under  which  this  report  is  made  as  re- 
lates to  the  consideration  of  alterations  in  the 
building  law  of  the  city  of  Boston  be  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  S.  Damrell, 
Inspector  of  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6,  the  report 
was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler  of 
Ward  10,  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to 
changes  in  the  building  laws  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings.   Sent  up. 

Mr.  Christal  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the 
order  to  allow  certain  laborers  a  holiday  on  the 
23d  of  February.    Declared  out  of  order. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Joseph 
N.  Bates,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
received  in  the  highway,  357  North  street,  on 
Jan.  6,  1880.    Referred  to  Committee   on   Claims. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5— Petition  of  Moses  A. 
Dow  and  others,  residents  of  Charlestown,  that 
the  Charlestown  Almshouse  be  refitted  and  as- 
signed as  a  home  for   poor  people  from  Charles- 


town District.     Referred  to  the    Committee  on 
Public  Institutions. 
Severally  sent  up. 

CHARLES    RIVER    EMBANKMENT. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Parks 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Park 
Commissioners  for  the  year  1879,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port at  this  time  upon  that  portion  which  relates 
to  the  Charles  River  Embankment,  and  to  state 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  application 
should  immediately  be  made  to  the  Legislature 
for  authority  to  occupy  so  much  space  in  Charles 
River  as  will  be  required  to  carry  out  the  Park 
Commissioners'  plan,  set  forth  in  their  report. 
The  committee  accordingly  recommend  the  pass- 
age of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature  lor  the  passage  of 
an  act  granting  to  the  city  of  Boston  portions  of 
the  Charles  River  flats,  between  Canal  Bridge  and 
West  Boston  Bridge,  and  between  the  latter  and 
Brighton  avenue,  substantially  as  described  and 
proposed  in  the  second  and  fifth  reports  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Department  of 
Parks  for  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purposes  of 
constructing  portions  of  the  Charles  River  Em- 
bankment and  laying  out  and  using  the  same  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  said 
board. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — The  Committee  on 
Streets,  who  have  charge  of  the  filling  of  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  voted  to  request  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks  to  take  into  consideration  and 
report  as  soon  as  practicable  about  diverting  the 
waters  of  Stony  Brook.  It  is  found  that  the  com- 
mittee cannot  fill  Commonwealth  avenue  without 
the  waters  of  Stony  Brook  being  diverted,  and 
according  to  the  City  Engineer's  report  it  is 
necessary  that  a  conduit  should  be  built  through 
the  park  lands  to  Charles  River.  The  Park  Com- 
missioners, on  page  17  of  their  report,  have  called 
the  attention  of  the  City  Council  to  this  fact,  and 
the  Committee  on  Streets  have  voted  to  request 
the  Park  Committee  to  take  it  into  consideration, 
and  report  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  that  reports  of  committees  must  be  in 
writing  and  signed  by  some  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Lauten — It  was  not  done  because  the  com- 
mittee did  not  know  exactly  what  to  do.  The 
matter  stands  sometning  like  this:  This  water 
of  Stony  Brook  must  be  diverted.  The 
Park  Commissioners  don't  seem  to  like 
the  idea  of  being  held  responsible  for  it;  the 
Sewer  Committee  don't  care  about  taking  charge 
of  the  matter,  and  the  Street  Committee  certainly 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  was  thought  that 
the  Committee  on  Parks  would  be  the  proper 
committee  to  investigate  and  report.  I  think  the 
request  is  all  that  is  necessary.  No  report  was  to 
be  made  in  writing,  and  I  was  requested  to  make 
this  explanation  by  the  committee.  It  was  im- 
possible to  make  a  report  in  writing.  There  are 
several  things  the  responsibility  forwhich  we  do 
not  know  where  to  place.  If  in  laying  out  the 
Back  Bay  park  it  had  been  known  that  it  was 
necessary  to  divert  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook,  of 
course  the  responsibility  would  have  been  placed 
where  it  belonged. 

Mr.  Christal— I  would  like  to  know  what  order 
he  is  speaking  upon. 

The  President— There  is  properly  no  order  be- 
fore the  house,  inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  pre- 
sented none,  but  the  Chair  allowed  him  to  speak 
because  he  was  giving  a  reason  for  not  making  a 
report. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  am  willing  to  take  my  share  of 
the  responsibility,  and  it  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  has  anything  better  to  offer  he  can  do  so. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  have  no  doubt  the 
Committee  on  Parks  will  consider  the  sugges 
tions  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14;  but,  as  it 
has  been  suggested  to  me  by  a  wink  from  the 
gentleman  opposite,  I  would  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  whereby  it  was  voted  to  petition 
the  Legislature  in  regard  to  the  Charles  River 
Embankment. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  state  that 
I  requested  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  to  ex- 
plain this  matter.  It  was  simply  a  vote  passed 
by  the  Committee  on  Streets  at  their  meeting. 
They  did  not  consider  it  necessary   to  make   any 
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formal  report,  because  this  matter  had  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Parks  in  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners.  All  they  ask  for  is  that 
the  committee  on  Parks  shall  make  a  report  on 
that  portion  of  the  Commissioners'  report  which 
relates  to  the  diversion  of  the  waters  of  Stony 
Brook. 

Mr.  Pratt — At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Parks  yesterday  they  considered  this  matter,  and 
were  informed  that  the  Committee  on  Streets 
would  have  a  communication  to  present  to  the 
Council  tonight,  to  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee. We  therefore  concluded  to  await  such  ac- 
tion. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— The  subject  of  Stony 
Brook  calls  me  up,  and  I  desire  to  state  for  the 
information  of  the  Council  that  the  matter  al- 
luded to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  has  no 
reference  to  the  Stony  Brook  matter  now  before 
the  City  Council.  It  is  that  portion  of  the  water 
of  Stony  Brook  which  is  to  pass  through  this  new 
proposed  park  on  the  Back  Bay.  The  waters  are 
a  hindrance  to  that  improvement,  and  the  Com- 
missioners desire  some  means  whereby  they  can 
divert  them  in  some  other  direction.  It  has  no 
connection  whatever  with  the  Stony  Brook  im- 
provement which  has  been  under  consideration 
so  long. 

WASHINGTON'S    BIRTHDAY. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  to  allow  a  holiday  on  Feb.  23  to 
certain  laborers  employed  by  the  city.  Declared 
lost. 

Mr.  Christal — I  doubt  the  vote.  I  wish  to  say, 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  we  passed  an 
order  that  the  bells  Toe  rung,  flags  displayed,  and 
other  celebrations  take  place  on  Washington's 
Birthday- 
Mr.  Parkman  raised  the  point  that  debate  was 
not  in  order  while  a  doubt  was  being  solved,  and 
the  point  was  sustained  by  the  Chair. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  take 
from  the  table  was  lost — 14  for,  25  against. 

THE  THIRTEENTH  JOINT  RULE. 

Mr.Whitmoreof  Ward  12  offered  an  order— That 
the  Judiciary  Committee  be  requested  to  ascer- 
tain and  report  if  there  has  been  any  lack  of  com- 
pliance with  the  thirteenth  joint  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  put 
upon  its  passage,  and  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for 
a  rising  vote,  saying  he  was  ready  to  explain  the 
order  if  any  one  wanted  to  hear  it. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4,  the 
President  read  the  thirteenth  joint  rule,  which 
provides  that  in  case  an  order  offered  in  one 
branch  is  rejected  in  the  other  bianch,  notice 
shall  be  sent  to  the  branch  in  which  the  order 
originated,  and  the  adoption  of  a  substitute 
shall  be  deemed  equivalent  to  the  rejection  of  the 
original  order. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken,  and  showed  14  for  and 
23  against  the  passage  of  the  order,  but  before  the 
result  was  announced  Mr.  Whitmore  changed 
from  the  affirmative  to  the  negative,  and  the  or- 
der was  declared  rejected — 13  for,  24  against. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  changed  my  vote  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving  a  reconsideration,  because  I  think 
I  am  entitled  to  some  explanation  from  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  voted  against  this  motion,  and 
inasmuch  as  under  the  rules  it  was  impossible  for 
me  to  have  a  chance  to  explain  the  matter.  In  the 
first  place,  I  must  say  I  do  not  envy  the  feeling 
of  any  man  who  will  refuse  the  most  common 
courtesy  to  any  member  of  this  body.  I  offered  a 
motion  in  the  simple  form  of  an  inquiry,  and 
stated  I  would  explain  it  if  desired.  Instead  of 
that,  I  find  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  and  oth- 
ers refusing  to  listen  to  any  reason.  Now  I  pro- 
pose to  say  one  thing.  This  thing  has  gone  about 
far  enough.  It  is  impossible  that  the  members  of 
this  body  can  refuse  the  ordinary  courtesies  to 
one  of  its  members.  I  speak  not  of  the  merits  of 
this  matter  as  yet.  This  may  be  an  important  or 
an  idle  question,  but  heretofore  it  has  been  al- 
ways considered  that  thi  reference  of  a  matter 
to  a  committee  was  proper,  and  a  thing 
which  every  one  has  been  entitled  to  make. 
I  do  not  recollect  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Common  Council  any  attempt  to  prevent 
a  reasonable  inquiry.  Now,  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  I  regret  being  obliged  to  say  what  may 
reflect  upon  some  officer.  We  have  passed  vari- 
ous measures  here  which  have  been  rejected  in 
the  other  branch,  upon  which  we  have  had  no  no- 
tice. Still,  I  do  not  wish  to  put  myself  forward 
in  the  position  of   making  an  implied  censure 


upon  any  city  official.  For  that  reason  I  desire  to 
put  it  in  the  form  of  an  inquiry,  that  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  might  know  whether  the  rule 
has  been  complied  with.  But  the  fact  remains 
that  we  have  passed  orders  which  have  been  re- 
jected in  theother  branch  by  parliamentary  meas- 
ures, which  have  been  equivalent  to  a  rejection. 
It  is  my  individual  right,  as  a  member  of  this 
body,  to  demand  to  know  whether  the  rules  of 
this  body  and  the  joint  rules  have  been  complied 
with.  Now,  sir,  I  hope  this  measure  will  be  al- 
lowed to  i  o  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  or  else 
some  explanation  will  be  made  of  an  attempt  to 
force  down  the  matter. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  „the 
Council  meant  any  discourtesy  towards  him.  I 
dare  say  other  gentlemen  may  have  been  in  the 
same  position  I  was.  I  did  not  vote  either  way 
because  I  did  not  understand  the  object  of  it. 
I  did  not  hear  the  gentleman's  remark  that  he  in- 
tended to  explain  it,  so  I  did  not  understand  it 
was  to  be  explained  later.  I  think  other  gentle- 
men near  me  were  in  the  same  position.  I  think 
the  gentleman  is  certainly  mistaken  in  attribut- 
ing any  discourtesy  to  him,  which  I  am  sure  the 
Council  must  have  been  far  from  intending. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  desire  to  add  a  word 
to  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  said,  and 
that  is  I  totally  dissent  from  the  views  of  the  gen-" 
tleman  from  Ward  12,  th.it  any  member  can 
claim  the  right  to  offer  any  motion  or  order  in 
this  body,  and  have  it  considered  and  passed 
upon  as  a  matter  of  courtesy.  We  sit  here  as  the 
city's  representatives,  to  do  business  and  spend 
our  time  for  city  purposes.  And  it  is  not  for  any 
one  member  to  take  up  unnecessary  time  by  of- 
fering motions  or  orders  on  account  of 
any  particular  purpose,  grievance  or  pleas- 
ure. I  do  not  speak  of  anything 
particular  in  relation  to  this  subject.  I  was  ex- 
actly in  the  same  position  as  my  friend  from 
Ward  9.  I  voted  neither  way.  I  tried  to  get  an 
explanation  of  it  in  some  way  and  failed,  and 
simply  sat  still.  But  I  rise  to  protest  that  if  I 
vote  against  any  motion  or  order  offered  in  this 
Council,  it  must  not  be  taken  as  discourtesy  tow- 
ards any  member. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  the  gentleman  probably 
misunderstood  the  position  in  which  I  was  placed. 
It  has  not  been  customary  to  debate  an  order  at 
the  first  reading,  and  I  was  prepared  to  explain 
it  as  soon  as  possible,  but  the  motion  was  put, 
and  there  were  two  or  three  voices  on  one  side 
and  two  or  three  on  the  other,  and  the  order  was 
declared  rejected.  I  presume  it  was  correct.  I 
only  desired  to  follow  the  rules  of  this  body  and 
not  make  any  explanation  during  the  solving  of 
the  doubt.  It  is  often  the  case  that  the  Council 
is  not  attending  to  business  and  refuses  to  vote. 
The  gentleman  himself  is  an  example  of  it.  If 
there  had  been  attention  to  business,  there  would 
not  have  been  a  refusal  to  give  a  member  a  chance 
to  explain.  I  had  no  opportunity  to  make  an  ex- 
planation which  would  not  have  been  out  of  order, 
except  by  changing  my  vote  and  moving  a  recon- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — I  ask  for  information 
what  rule  there  is  which  prevents  a  member  from 
stating  the  purpose  of  an  order  when  offering  it  ? 
The  President— There  is  none. 
Mr.  Pratt — I  supposed  that  to  be  the  case.  Now, 
sir,  I  was  one  of  the  twenty-three  who  voted 
against  the  order  of  the  gentleman.  I  have 
never,  consciously,  cast  a  vote  in  any  bad  spirit  in 
this  Council  Chamber.  I  certainly  have  never 
given  my  vote  with  intentional  discourtesy  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I  have  been  in  this 
Council  Chamber  a  number  of  times  before  this 
year,  but  I  have  had  my  first  experience  this  year 
in  listening  to  a  gentleman  on  this  floor  whose 
vote  or  ottered  measure  was  voted  down  adminis- 
ter a  slap  in  the  face  to  the  majority  that  voted 
it  down;  and  I  have  heard  that  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  four  or  five  times  this  vearand 
am  beginning  to  get  tired  of  it.  Mr.  President,  I 
claim  the  right  to  vote  against  any  measure  here 
whenever  in  my  judgment  it  is  proper  to  do 
so,  and  I  claim  the  right  to  do  it  without  the  im- 
putation of  discourtesy  and  without  having  ad- 
ministered here,  as  I  have  said,  a  slap  in  the  face 
for  doing  so— I  cannot  give  it  any  milder  term — 
and  without  having  my  motives  impugned.  I 
wish  to  make  this  protest  now,  with  all  due  re- 
spect, but  with  sufficient  self-respect  to  make  me 
offer  it  with  some  considerable  feeling. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  beg  the  gentleman's 
pardon  if  I  have  in  any  way  offended  his  seusi- 


FEBRUAK Y 


1880. 


75 


bilities.  I  did  not  so  intend.  I  may  have  made  a 
similar  remark  on  some  occasions,  but  I  don't 
remember  it.  The  point  I  make  is  this:  It  has 
always  been  the  custom  of  this  Council — and  I 
think  the  gentleman  will  remember  there  has  been 
such  a  custom— not  to  pass  measures,  but  not  to 
vote  against  such  measures  when  explanation  is 
offered.  We  have  had  in  the  past  cases  of  non- 
sensical measures  offered,  and  yet  the  Cauneil 
has  sat  still  and  heard  the  propounders  bring 
them  forward.  We  have  had  some  this  year,  ana 
any  quantity  last  year  and  preceding  year.  The 
objection  I  raised  was  that  the  Council  under  the 
rule  gave  me  no  opportunity  to  explain  the  meas- 
ure. With  all  due  deference  to  the  gentleman,  I 
hold  he  has  a  right  to  suppose  that  when 
any  gentleman  gets  up  and  offers  a  reso- 
lution or  order,  it  is  done  seriously  and 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  service.  I 
think  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
passing  a  motion  or  order  as  an  act  of  this  body' 
and  passing  a  motion  to  refer  a  matter  of  inquiry 
to  a  committee.  If  the  gentleman  will  look  back 
upon  the  record,  he  will  find  that  almost  every 
motion  offered  in  this  body,  certainly  during  the 
last  year,  was  either  referred  to  the  committee 
proposed  by  the  mover,  or  to  some  other  commit- 
tee, and  very  often  by  merely  reading  the  title  of 
the  order.  The  motion  which  I  offered  was  sim- 
ply one  of  inquiry  directed  to  one  of  the  commit- 
tees of  this  body,  and  although  there  is  no  rule 
which  would  have  prevented  me  from  explaining 
it  at  the  time,  I  have  since  stated  the  reason  was 
I  did  not  wish  to  bring  into  controversy  the  name 
of  any  city  official,  but  merely  to  allow  this  mat- 
ter to  go  to  the  proper  committee  who  can  report 
without  making  any  ill  feeling  toward  the  other 
branch  in  regard  to  the  thirteenth  joint  rule.  I 
think  if  the  gentleman  had  been  in  the  same  posi- 
tion, and  been  voted  down  by  two  or  three  votes 
only,  and  then  been  so  fettered  by  the  rules  that 
he  could  not  explain  it,  he  would  have  felt  a  little 
indignant,  as  I  did  at  the  time.  But,  sir,  as  I 
said,  I  have  no  desire  to  hurt  the  sensibilities  of 
the  gentleman,  or  any  other  gentleman  of  this 
body.  But  I  take  it  we  all  have  equal  lights  here, 
and  when  we  desire  to  bring  any  matter  before 
this  body,  we  have  a  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  moved  the  previous 
question.    Lost. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  voted  against  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question  because  I  wanted  to  say  that  al- 
though I  did  not  vote  against  the  order  before,  I 
shall  vote  against  it  now.  I  have  heretofore  voted 
against  referring  certain  matters  because  I 
deemed  they  were  not  proper  to  go  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  nas  not 
stated  a  single  instance  that  he  knows  of  where 
the  rule  of  this  body  has  been  broken.  If  I  am 
mistaken  I  will  give  way  to  enable  him  to  make  a 
correction. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  name  one.  I  think  the 
cases  are  numerous.  At  the  last  meeting,  the  or- 
der of  Mr.  Greenough  concerning  water  meters 
was  passed,  but  was  indefinitely  postponed  by 
the  other  branch.  I  think  another  order  from 
this  branch  about  the  Court  House  was  indefi- 
nitely postponed  in  the  other  branch  and  a  sub- 
stitute adopted.  At  another  meeting  the  petition 
in  regard  to  the  Old  State  House  was  indefinitely 
postponed,  and  I  »ee  no  notice  of  its  rejection 
having  been  returned  to  this  body.  Those  cases 
are  fresh  in  my  mind,  and  I  think  I  can  find 
others  by  looking  over  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  think  the  members  of  the  Council 
will  see  from  the  reading  of  this  rule,  and  from 
the  gtatement  of  the  gentleman  opposite,  that  so 
far  as  he  has  made  any  statement  the  rale  has 
not  yet  been  broken.  No  ordinance  or  order  has 
gone  from  this  body  and  been  rejected  or  a  sub- 
stitute adopted  by  the  other  branch.  If  the  gen- 
tleman had  intendett  that  a  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  should  be  considered  a  rejection,  he  had 
a  chance  to  move  it  when  he  offered  the  other 
amendments.  I  do  not  understand  that  a  single 
order  irom  this  branch  has  been  rejected  by  the 
other  branch.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the 
Common  Council  each  have  a  perfect  right  to  in- 
definitely postpone  any  subject  and  then  take  it 
up  at  any  time.  Certainly,  from  the  statements 
made,  no  such  rule  has  been  broken.  If  no  rule 
has  been  broken,  I  fail  to  see  the  necessity  of  re- 
ferring it  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Coe— One  of  the  orders  referred  to,  that  in 
regard  to  water  meters,  instead  of  being  rejected, 
was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  The 
order  introduced  by  the  gentleman,  if  it  is  drawn 
in  plain  English,  was  intended  for  the  committee 


to  inquire  whether  the  City  Clerk  had  done  his 
duty. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
having  asked  me  some  questions  of  facts,  I  think 
I  can  answer  them  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  look  up 
the  records,  which  I  am  now  engaged  in  doing.  I 
was  misinformed  about  the  one  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  23  referred.  In  regard  to  the 
new  Court  House,  it  stands  on  page  44;  that  the 
order  came  down,  and  Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone,  and  said  he  should  offer  as  a  sub- 
stitute a  report  and  two  resolves  and  two  orders. 
It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  plain  case  of  substitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  desire  to  call  the  gentleman's  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  that  is  not  a  rejection  of 
the  order.  It  is  simply  a  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone.  They  might  bring  it  up  again  at  any 
time. 

Mr.  Whitmore — By  Rule  13,  the  adoption  of  a 
substitute  shall  be  deemed  a  rejection  of  the  origi- 
nal order,  and  notice  as  above  shall  be  given.  I 
claim  that  on  page  44  there  was  a  substitute  passed 
by  the  Aldermen  for  the  order  we  sent  them. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  do  not  think  the  gentleman  intends 
to  mislead.  The  motion  made  by  the  Alderman 
was  to  indefinitely  postpone,  and  then  he  offered 
an  order  which  entirely  appertained  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  as  County  Commissioners,  and  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  branch.  A  simple  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone  was  made,  and  then  a 
new  order  was  introduced. 

Mr.  Swift — After  hearing  the  matter  discussed,  I 
fail  to  see  why  there  should  be  any  order  passed. 
Even  if  there  should  be  a  technical  infringement 
of  one  of  the  joint  rules,  it  has  not  been  shown 
that  any  harm  has  been  done,  and  that  there  is 
any  need  of  taking  action  by  the  committee.  Un- 
less something  is  to  be  gained  by  the  passage  of 
such  an  order,  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  foolish 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  wish  to  answer  one  further  re- 
mark by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4.  I  refer 
now  to  Cushing's  larger  work,  sec.  1386; 

"The  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  is  of  Amer- 
ican origin,  and  peculiar  to  the  legislative  assem- 
blies of  this  country,  in  which  it  is  used,  as  an 
adverse  motion,  to  reject  or  suppress,  and  with 
the  same  effect." 

Now,  sir,  that  is  the  very  question  I  want  to 
have  referred  to  the  committee.  Cushing  states 
that  a  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  is  a  motion 
to  suppress  or  reject.  For  that  reason  I  say  the 
Aldermen  have  rejected  orders  from  this  branch, 
and  no  notice  has  been  sent  to  us;  and  if  they 
were  breaking  the  thirteenth  rule  it  is  time  to  in- 
quire into  it.  That  is  the  reason  I  offered  the 
motion  that  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  of  which 
the  gentleman  is  a  member,  might  look  into  it.  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  himself  will  ad- 
mit that  the  language  is  so  close  to  a  rejection 
that  there  is  no  difference. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  section 
referred  to.  But  the  Council  has  stated  specifi- 
cally what  votes  in  the  other  branch  shall  be  sent 
down  here.  They  are  votes  which  are  rejected. 
It  also  provided  that  some  other  motion  shall  be 
equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  the  original— the  adop- 
tion of  a  substitute,  and  notice  of  that  shall  be 
sent  here.  If  we  desired  to  put  in  other  motions 
we  could  have  said  that  notice  of  a  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone,  or  to  postpone  for  a  year  or 
six  months,should  be  sent  down.  A  motion  to  post- 
pone for  one  year  would  be  equivalent  to 
a  rejection,  for  this  City  Government  would  not  be 
in  existence  then.  We  do  not  say  that  notice  of 
an  indefinite  posponement  shall  be  sent  down. 
Furthermore  those  motions  were  not  included  in 
the  rule.  The  rule  recognizes  the  power  and  right 
of  either  branch  of  this  Government  to  defeat 
any  motion  adopted  in  the  other  branch.  That  is 
perfectly  proper  for  them  to  do,  and  when  it  is 
done  in  certain  ways  the  rule  provides  that  cer- 
tain information  shall  be  given,andif  you  desire  to 
adopt  some  other  legislation  looking  in  the  same 
direction,  then  the  information  shall  be  given  to 
the  other  branch.  If  we  desire  to  extend  these 
rules  indefinitely  and  add  other  measures  to  be 
sent  back  and  forth,  and  have  committees  of  con- 
ference and  things  of  that  kind,  we  should  put 
two  or  three  more  things  in  here,  and  state  what 
is  necessary  to  be  done.  For  these  reasons  I  shall 
vote  against  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  for 
these  reasons  alone. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  subject  having  been  fully 
discussed,  and  perhaps,  also,  as  fully  as  if  it  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  if 
no  objection  is  made,  I  will  withdraw  the  order. 
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No  objection  being  made,  the  order  was  with 
drawn.  ,.       ..  . 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which   a   conference   committee  was 


appointed  on  the  Director  for  Public  Institutions , 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 
Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward8. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    9,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  Alonzo  Hamilton 
et  al.,  for  public  lamps  on  Lawrence  avenue, 
Ward  24. 

To  the  Committeeon  Claims.  Albert  W.  DaDiels, 
for  damages  received  on  Brighton  avenue  Dec.  2, 
1879. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common.  Thomas  E.  Wil- 
son et  al.,  that  an  opening  be  made  into  Orchard 
park  from  Adams  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Trustees  of  Idi- 
otic School,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment 
on  Ninth  and  M  streets. 

Antoinette  Marie,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk 
and  sewer  assessment  in  Auburn  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  Stebbins  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy 
an  old  wooden  stable  for  nine  horses  on  South 
street,  near  Harvard  street,  Ward  12. 

Michael  Quinn,  for  leave  to  inter  a  body  in  St. 
Joseph's  Cemetery. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  E.  Francis  Par- 
ker et  al.,  that  Washington  street  be  macadam- 
ized between  Egleston  square  and  Walkhill  street; 
W.  J.  R.  Evans  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set,  gut- 
ters and  sidewalks  paved  and  roadway  macadam- 
ized on  South  street,  from  Centre  to  Morton 
streets;  James  W.  Tufts,  for  leave  to  alter  side- 
walk of  39  Bowker  street,  so  that  teams  can  ap- 
proach nearer  his  premises;  Levi  B.  Gay  et  al.r 
for  crosswalk  on  Huntington  avenue,  and  for 
sidewalk  on  St.  James  avenue;  James  E.  Ball  et 
al.,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  a  portion  of  the  south- 
erly side  of  Edgewood  street,  Ward  21;  Alonzo 
Hamilton  et  al.,  that  Lawrence  avenue  be  graded 
and  put  in  order  for  travel ;  Alonzo  Warren,  that 
Tudor  street,  between  E  and  F  streets,  be  mac- 
adamized, etc. 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  for  right 
to  locate  pole  on  Columbus  avenue  near  Church 
street. 

Austin  Gove  &  Son,  that  Central  square,  East 
Boston,  be  repaved  with  granite  blocks. 

Faneuil  Hall  National  Bank  et  al.,  that  South 
Market  street  be  repaved  with  granite  blocks. 

W.  P.  Hunt  et  al.,  that  Grampian  way  be  graded 
and  put  in  order. 

J.  F.  Howland  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and 
gutters  paved  on  Richmond  street,  Dorchester. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners- 
tor  the  month  of  January,  1880.    Placed  on  file. 

Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  state  of  the  several  ap- 
propriations on  Feb.  1,  1880.  (City  Doc.  22.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Print- 
ing.   (City  Doc.  No.  21.)    Placed  on  file. 

Election  of  John  Taylor  as  a  Director  for  Public 
Institutions  in  place  of  Paul  H.  Kendricken  elect- 
ed by  this  Board,  and  appointment  of  Messrs.  H. 
N.  Sawyer,  Hilton  and  Viles,  a  committee  to 
confer  with  a  committee  of  this  board  on  the 
difference  between  the  two  branches  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  the  request  for 
a  conference  committee  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot.  Committee— Aldermen  Flynn, 
Breck. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Paul  H.  Kendricken  had 9 

John  Taylor 2 

Mr.  Kendricken  was  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence.   Sent  down. 

Remonstrance  of  Moses  A.  Dow  and  others, 
against  the  proposed  abandonment  of  the  Charles- 
town  Almshouse.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  apply  to  the 
General  Court  for  authority  to  improve  certain 
flats  on  Charles  River  and  to  construct  a  suitable 
embankment  there  for  purposes  of  a  public  park. 
Order  passed  in  concurrence. 


Report  of  Committee  on  Assessors'  Dep  art 
ment  (City  Doc.  No.  17),  with  passage  of  o  rdi- 
nance  submitted  by  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee—with  the  following  amendments:  1.  Add  to 
section  1,  "Nothing  herein  contained,  however, 
shall  he  construed  to  prevent  the  election  by  the 
City  Council  to  either  or  all  the  above  offices  of 
persons  not  recommended  by  said  committee." 
2.  In  section  9,  after  the  word  "Assessors"  in  the 
sixth  line  insert  the  following:  "In  taking  the 
polls  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  to  exer- 
cise the  greatest  care  in  obtaining  the  full  and 
correct  names  of  citizens,  together  with  their 
previous  residence."  The  amended  ordinance 
was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Buildings  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  buildings  destroyed  by  fire  on  Federal 
and  Devonshire  streets,  on  Dec.  28  and  29, 1879.  A 
portion  of  said  report  was  accepted  and  a  portion 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Survey,  etc.,  of 
Buildings.    Concurred. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  A.  H.  Miller,  for 
leave  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler 
at  1180  Tremont  street,  and  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  March  1, 
1880,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

_     QUARTERLY     REPORTS. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Report  for  the  quarter 
ending  Jan.  31,  1880.  Balance  last  leport,  $999.17; 
received  since,  $35,745.09;  disbursements,  $29,362.53. 
Sent  down. 

City  Clerk.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Jan.  31, 
1880.  Received  and  paid  City  Collector  $920.20. 
Sent  down. 

WASTE  OF  WATER. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
order  for  the  Mayor  to  apply  for  authority  to  at- 
tach meters  to  buildings  where  waste  of  water  is 
suspected  or  found. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— This  matter  appears  to  be  a 
very  important  one,  and  ought  to  be  fully  consid- 
ered in  all  its  details.  After  hearing  what  has 
been  said  about  water  meters  aDd  the  waste  of 
water  during  the  week,  I  have  asked  myself  the 
question,  and  a  great  many  gentlemen  have  asked 
me,  if  our  water  supply  is  about  to  fail,  and  if, 
after  spending  upwards  of  five  millions  of  dollars 
for  a  new  supply,  the  waste  .of  water  is  to  drain 
Sudbury  River  and  Lake  Cochituate  dry.  The 
only  answer  that  can  be  made  to  this  question  is 
that  Boston  has  a  better  supply  of  water  today 
than  any  city  in  this  country;  that  she  has  a  bet- 
ter supply  today  than  she  "has  ever  had  before. 
That  is  the  only  answer  that  can  be  made  to  this 
question.  Boston  has  a  better  supply  of  water 
today  than  any  city  in  the  country,  and  has  a  bet- 
ter supply  than  she  has  ever  had  before.  There  is 
enough  water  wasted  every  year  over  the  dams  of 
the  Sudbury  River  and  Lake  Cochituate  to  supply 
two  such  cities  as  Boston.  With  our  present  ba- 
sins, reservoirs  and  other  arrangements,  we  have 
water  enough  to  supply  a  city  of  a  million  inhabi- 
tants, and  as  a  prominent  taxpayer  said  to  me, 
when  he  was  talking  about  this  matter,  "For 
God's  sake,  don't  deal  water  to  us  by  the  quart. 
With  such  a  supply  of  water  don't  allow  them  to 
measure  it  by  the  quart."  I  might  very  properly  go 
on  to  show  this  Board  what  this  change  to  meter 
system  would  bring  about,  it  would  bring  an 
entire  change  in  your  whole  system  of  water. 
Our  present  system  is  to  fix  the  tax  on  water  by 
the  valuation  of  the  buildings  and  on  the  fixtures. 
If  we  resort  to  the  meter  system  it  will  bring  an 
entire  change,  and  with  it  will  come  an  army  of  offi- 
cials, inspectors  of  meters,  going  into  everybody's 
house  and  measuring  the  amount  of  water  they 
have  used  during  the  month.  You  can  imagine 
how  many  officials  it  will  take,  with  fifty  thou- 
sand water  takers  in  Boston,  to  keep  a  correct 
record  of  the  amount  of  water  used  during  the 
month.  Change  your  system,  and  you  must  go 
into  this  business  of  appointing  a  large  number 
of  inspectors  to  do  this  work,  and  add  greatly 
to  the  already  large  number  of  city  offi- 
cials—altogether too  many,  I  believe,  for 
such  a  city  as  Boston.  Now  a  word  or 
two  more  in  relation  to  the  waste  of  water:  There 
are  other  gentlemen  in  the  city  of  Boston  who 
have  given  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to 
this  water  question,  who  have  filled  positions  m 
the  Water  Board  when  they  did  not  receive  a 
salary  of  $3000  a  year,  who  gave  their  engineering 
skill  and  their  talents  to  the  city  of  Boston  for 
nothing  and  who  would  be  glad  to  do  so  today. 
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We  have  many  around  us  in  Boston  who  have 
given  years  of"  study  to  this  water  question,  and 
if  you  converse  with  theui  they  will  tell  you  that 
this  meter  speculation  has  been  attempted  almost 
every  year  when  they  were  in  the  Board,  and  that 
when  the  Water  Board  calls  our  attention  to  the 
fact  of  this  great  waste  of  water,  you  must  not 
take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  so,  because  there  is  a 
wide  difference  of  opinion  on  that  subject.  Men 
who  have  been  in  that  Water  Board  and  who  are 
engineers  and  first-class  mechanics  deny  there  is 
any  waste  of  water  and  give  facts  to  prove  it.  Let 
me  illustrate  one  fact,  for  instance — The  large 
fountain  on  the  Common  in  ten  hours  will  use  rip 
four  millions  of  gallons  of  water.  Now  if  the  city 
of  Boston  charged  the  Department  of  Commons 
and  Squares  for  the  amount  of  water  actually 
used  in  that  ten  hours  at  the  rate  of  two  cents  per 
hundred  gallons,  it  would  amount  to  $800.  But  the 
whole  amount  paid  by  commons  and  squares  is 
§385  a  year  for  all  the  urinals  and  fountains, 
including  the  large  one  which  alone  will  use  four 
millions  of  gallons  in  ten  hours.  You  can  have 
some  idea  of  what  is  consumed  by  the  fountains 
and  urinals  on  our  public  squares.  Now  what  do 
the  Water  Board  do  ?  They  take  three  hundred 
and  eighty-five  dollars.  That  will  pay  for  so 
much  water.  Everything  else  consumed  in  that 
Department  of  Common  and  Squares  is  waste., 
and  the  Water  Board  put  it  on  to  the  backs  of 
the  water  takers  and  say  they  are  wasting  water. 
I  contend  that  there  is  no  waste,  or  but  very  little 
waste,  of  water.  You  might  go  through  the  Fire 
Department  in  the  same  way.  It  has  cost  the 
city  of  Boston  one  million  dollars  to  build  hy- 
drants, lay  pipes  and  pnt  in  other  fixtures  to 
accommodate  its  Fire  Department.  One  million 
dollars  have  been  added  to  the  water  debt  to 
accommodate  the  Fire  Department  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  the  amount  of  money  that  depart- 
ment pays  for  that  large  plant,  and  the  amount 
of  water  the  department  consumes,  are  never  cor- 
rectly estimated  or  given  to  the  public.  1  have 
no  doubt  that  in  two  or  three  of  the  late  fires  in 
this  city  the  Fire  Department  used  actually  more 
water  than  they  pay  for  in  the  entire  year;  and 
all  thebalaneethat  cannot  be  accounted  for  goes 
to  waste  and  is  charged  to  the  poor  tax- 
payers, who  have  to  take  the  responsibility 
for  ah  the  waste  that  our  very  enlightened  Water 
Board  makes  up.  \ou  might  go  through  the 
other  departments  with  precisely  the  same  re 
suit.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  the  waste  that 
they  pretend  to  say  there  is.  It  is  not  waste.  It  is 
proper,  legitimate  consumption,  and  nothing  else. 
Would  any  gentleman  here  say  that  that  large 
fountain  on  our  Common  shall  never  play:  that 
all  the  urinals  must  stop  running;  that  all  the 
other  fountains  must  be  stopped?  That  is  not 
waste.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  more  I  think  of  this 
order,  the  more  objectionable  it  appears  to  me. 
If  it  was  any  small  matter,  the  Water  Board 
would  never  come  and  ask  for  legislation  upon  it. 
There  is  something  behind  it  which  means  even 
more  than  is  represented.    The  order  itself  is — 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  authorizing  the  City  Council  to  pass  an 
ordinance  regulating  the  use  of  water  furnished 
to  any  building  or  buildings,  by  the  application 
of  meters  to  the  main  service  pipe,  with  a  view 
to  making  the  owners,  lessee  or  tenant  of  such 
building  liable  for  the  quantity  of  water  so  fur- 
nished." 

Under  our  present  ordinance  the  Water  Bjard 
have  ample  authority.  Let  ine  read  to  you  the 
power  they  have  in  this  matter,  and  I  think  every 
Alderman' will  be  satisfied  that  they  have  all  the 
power  they  ought  to  have.  Section  30,  page 
946,  of  the  ordinances  says — 

"The  Boston  Water  Board  shall  have  power  to 
ascertain,  by  meters,  the  quantity  of  water  used 
in  any  case;  and  the  proprietors  or  occupants  of 
hotels,  taverns,  boarding  houses  or  any  other  es- 
tablishment using  large  quantities  of  water,  shall 
also  have  authority  to  place  within  their  premises, 
at  their  own  expense,  a  sufficient  water  meter,  to 
be  approved  by  the  Water  Registrar,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  measuring  the  quantity  of  water  by  them 
respectively  used.  The  charge  for  the  use  of 
water  by  meter  to  be  collected  quarterly  by  the 
Water  Registrar;  and  all  such  bills  shall  be  paid 
within  ten  days  thereafter,  or  the  Water  Begis- 
trar  shall  cut  off  the  supply,  after  sending  a  sum- 
mons, as  provided  in  section  17." 

Now,  it  appears  to  me,  gentlemen,  that  is  all  the 
authority  and  power  the  Water  Board  needs. 
Why  go  to  the  Legislature  and  ask  to  give  them 


more?  Why?  Because  this  water  institution  is 
now  becoming  a  prosperous  one.  Even  with  our 
present  water  rates  there  is  2,  large  surplus 
revenue.  Do  we  intend  to  give  to  the  Water 
Board  the  power  to  use  that  revenue  as  they 
please  in  the  purchase  of  meters  and  such  mat- 
ters? No;  it  would  be  far  better  to  let  the  rev- 
enue go  where  it  should  go— to  reduce  the  water 
debt  and  the  price  of  water  to  our  citizens.  That 
is  what  ought  to  be  done  with  it.  We  do  not  want 
the  Water  Board  to  go  into  any  speculation  in 
meters  to  exhaust  the  surplus  revenue  of  that  de- 
partment. Let  it  go  where  it  belongs,  to  pay  our 
water  debt.  I  know  that  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  other  branch  have  been  modified  to 
some  extent.  He  says  he  did  not  mean  to  say 
what  our  official  reporter  has  placed  in  his  mouth. 
But  I  have  read  and  re-read  those  remarks  again 
and  again,  and  I  cannot  put  any  other  interpreta- 
tion upon  them.  The  official  reporter  could  not 
make  such  a  mistake  as  the  gentleman  says  was 
made,  because  every  part  of  the  speech  corre- 
sponds; and  then  the  table  he  gives  settles  that 
question.  He  gives  an  elaborate  table,  showing 
there  are  30,000  houses,  19,687  business  places,  3702 
city  departments,  809  water  takers,  etc.,  etc.  The 
whole  speech  corresponds  with  the  idea  that 
meters  were  to  be  placed  on  every  building,  on 
every  taker;  and  it  is  only  the  opposition  it  has 
met  with  in  this  Board  which  has  brought  about 
a  modification  of  those  views.  If  we  had  passed 
it,  as  they  did  in  the  Common  Council,  it  would  be 
taken  for  granted  that  the  City  Council  of  this 
year  advocated  the  placing  of  a  meter  on  every 
building  in  the  city  of  Boston.  There  is  no  other 
alternative.  It  is  only  since  tliis  scheme  has  been 
ventilated  that  they  have  been  rather  alarmed  atit, 
and  their  views  have  tapered  down  very  ma- 
terially. Now  another  fact:  This  matter  was  dis- 
cussed last  Monday,  and  the  number  of  meters  to 
be  used  has  tapered  down  since  then  to  1000  or 
1500,  at  an  expense  of  §25  each.  The  Traveller  re- 
porter interviewed  The  Water  Registrar,  and  what 
was  the  result  [reading]? — 

"Mr.  Davis  invited  the  reporter  to  be  seated, 
remarking,  as  he  did  so,  that  there  seemed  to  be 
a  desire  in  some  quarters  to  head  this  movement 
off." 

A  desire,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  head  off  this  move- 
ment? It  appears  to  me  there  is  a  desire 
in  some  quarters  to  force  this  movement, 
and  it  is  your  duty  to  check  it,  or  check 
any  movement  that  is  forced  upon  our  consid- 
eration in  such  a  hasty  and  irregular  way.  [Read- 
ing]: 

"It  was,  he  said,  a  desirable  step,  as  the  city  au- 
thorities felt  that  they  must  take  some  action  to 
prevent  the  unusual  waste  of  water." 

There  it  is  again.  "To  prevent  the  unusual 
waste  of  water."  It  is  doubtful  if  there  is  any 
waste,  and  even  with  the  unusual  waste  they 
claim,  we  have  thirty  millions  of  gallons  daily 
running  into  our  reservoirs  and  basins  that  we 
cannot  use.  Where  is  the  necessity  for  it?  There 
is  no  waste  of  water.  I  deny  it.  If  there  was  a 
waste  of  water,  we  have  thirty  millions  of  gallons 
daily  that  we  cannot  use  with  all  our  waste.  The 
Traveller  goes  on  : 

"Probably  if  the  order  were  to  be  passed  we 
should  not  use  more  than  five  thousand  meters 
next  year  as  an  experiment.  The  department,  I 
ought  to  say,  feels  compelled  to  adopt  this  plan  in 
order  to  be  able  to  utilize  a  portion  of  the  water 
which  is  now  wasted  in  the  interest  of  the  occu- 
pants of  upper  stories  of  high  buildings." 

The  Water  Registrar  says,  according  to  the  re- 
porter of  the  Traveller,  that  they  should  only  have 
to  use  five  thousand  meters  next  year  as  an  ex- 
periment. This  would  be  a  costly  experiment.  I 
know  that  when  I  called  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Davis  to  this  statement  he  denied  it,  and  I  want 
the  Traveller  reporter,  if  he  is  here,  to  know  that 
Mr.  Davis  denied  this  statement.  But  I  don't  see 
how  a  reporter  who  is  invited  into  the  private 
office  of  Mr.  Davis,  seated  in  one  of  his  comfort- 
able chairs,  with  pencil  in  hand  taking  down  his 
notes,  could  be  mistaken  in  such  a  matter,  be- 
cause if  you  read  the  whole  article  from  begin- 
ning to  end  you  will  find  the  view  of  Mr.  Davis 
was  that  he  wanted  authority  to  place  these 
meters  without  limit.  That  was  his  view  in  that 
entire  article,  and  that  was  the  view  of  the  whole 
Water  Board.  But  as  this  matter  became  ventilated 
more  and  more,  their  views  changed,  and  have 
been  tapering  down  to  much  smaller  proportions. 
Well  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  five  thousand  meters  as 
an  experiment!  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  official  list 
of  the  price  of  meters.    Five-eighths  of  an  inch, 
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§23;  three-quarters  of  an  inch,  $37;  one  inch,  |45; 
one  and  one-half  inches,  SCO;  two  inches,  $75; 
three  inches,  $150.  This  would  be  an  average  on 
the  eleven  hundred  meters  now  in  use  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  of  thirty-rive  dollars  a  meter,  and 
■we  would  have  as  an  expenditure  for  trying  this 
costly  experiment  of  5000  meters  at  $35  each, 
$175,000.  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  for  trying,  as  Mr.  Davis  says,  an  experi- 
ment of  putting  in  5000  meters  this  year!  Why, 
Mr.  Chairman,  $175,000  would  go  along  distance 
in  enabling  us  to  lay  a  new  main  to  accommodate 
the  people  of  East  Boston.  That  is  what  we  want. 
We  do  not  want  water  meters.  We  want  new 
mains  to  give  the  people  the  advantages  of  the 
very  large  supply  of  water  we  have.  That  is  the 
only  reason  why  the  people  of  East  Boston  are  de- 
prived of  water  today.  It  is  not  on  account  of 
waste.  It  is  because  we  have  not  facilities,  in 
water  mains  and  high  service,  to  give  the  people 
of  East  Boston  all  the  supply  they  need.  There 
is  another  point  in  this  matter  which  is  a  most 
important  one.  It  is  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  city.  I  believe  the  free  use  of  water  by  our 
citizens  tends  more  tithe  preservation  of  health 
than  anything  else  we  can  give  them.  In  relation 
to  this  point,  from  among  the  numerous  letters  I 
have  received  I  will  read  a  couple  : 

"Your  remarks  un  the  water-meter  question  were 
-very  sensible.  But  there  is  one  point  I  would 
suggest.  If  water  meters  were  placed  in  every 
house,  a  great  many  would  economize  in  cleans- 
ing their  water  closets,  consequently  health 
-would  be  impaired,  and  health,  of  all  other  con- 
siderations, stands  first." 

I  like  that  letter  for  its  common  sense.  Health , 
of  all  other  considerations,  stands  first.  It  is  not 
the  mere  waste  of  water,  if  there  is  any  waste.  If 
our  houses  and  water  closets  are  going  to  be  put 
in  such  a  condition  by  a  restricted  use  of  water 
that  health  will  be  impaired,  that  is  a  strong 
reason  for  not  restricting  its  use.  I  believe  that 
health  stands  first  of  all  other  considerations.  I 
will  also  trouble  the  Board  by  reading  another 
letter : 

"Permit  me  as  a  citizen  of  Boston,  somewhat  in- 
terested in  the  class  of  property  known  as  tene- 
ment houses,  to  thank  you  for  the  manly  and  no- 
ble stand  you  have  taken  in  behalf  of  the  long- 
suffering  water  takers,  and  more  particularly  for 
your  efforts  in  opposing  the  recent  most  out- 
rageous order  of  the  Common  Council  concerning 
water  meters.  From  my  own  personal  knowledge 
And  experience,  I  can  state  that  there  are  not 
probably  a  dozen  so-called  tenement  houses,  with- 
in the  city  limits,  where  the  water  tax  is  paid  by 
any  other  than  the  owner.  This  order  would  bear 
with  great  severity  on  the  class  of  laudlords  least 
-able  to  bear  it,  as  any  one  at  all  conversant  with 
the  difficulties  attending  the  management  of  this 
most  undesirable  class  of  property  knows  that 
the  persons  occupying  the  premises  are  positive- 
ly unable  to  pay  the  proportion  of  tax  levied  on 
■each  tenement  for  the  use  of  water,  aud  conse- 
quently the  landlord  must  assume  the  burden  or 
-see  the  supply  cut  off  and  the  premises  vacated. 
Every  agent  knows  that  it  is  absolutely  impossi- 
ble for  a  landlord  to  control  the  use  of 
water  by  his  tenants.  Any  attempt  to 
do  so  would  be  met  at  once  by  organ- 
ized resistance  and  rebellion  on  their 
part,  and  would  be  at  once  destructive  of  the 
mutual  good  feeling  which  should  and  usually 
does  exist  when  each  is  willing  to  do  his  duty 
-towards  the  other.  Carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  this  obnoxious  order  and  a  refractory 
tenant  who  has  been  ordered  from  the  premises 
will  have  the  owner  practically  at  his  mercy  be- 
Tore  he  can  be  legally  expelled.  The  water  taxes 
already  levied  on  this  class  of  property  exceed,  in 
very  many  cases,  the  entire  State,  city  and  county 
taxes  combined,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  under 
this  order  great  hardships  and  a  largely  increased 
tax  must  be  the  result.  Neither  can  the  severe 
restrictions  it  is  thus  proposed  to  place  upon  the 
•use  of  pure  water  by  the  poorer  classes  be  en- 
forced without  obliging  a  neglect  of  personal 
cleanliness,  and  a  total  disregard  of  the  wise  and 
beneficent  sanitary  regulations  so  admirably  pro- 
mulgated and  impartially  enforced  by  an  efficient 
Board  of  Health.  The  free  and  unrestricted  use 
of  water  by  the  poorer  classes  should  be  encour- 
aged rather  than  prevented  by  our  City  Govern- 
ment. I  hope  that  the  good  sense  of  the  mem- 
bers of  your  honorable  Board  will  lead  them  to 
regard  this  matter  in  the  same  light  in  which  you 
have  so  ably  presented  it." 

I  believe  with  the  writer  of  that  letter  that  the 


free  use  of  water  should  be  encouraged  rather 
than  restricted.  Why  should  we  not  encourage 
it?  We  have  more  water  than  we  can  use  under 
any  circumstances,  and  why  should  not  the  use  of 
it  be  encouraged.  The  city  of  London  has  today, 
I  believe,  something  like  a  hundred  private  com- 
panies who  supply  it  with  water.  They  are  not 
under  the  control  of  the  city.  They  have  intro- 
duced meters  there  to  some  extent,  and  there  is 
almost  a  rebellion  on  the  part  of  the  takers  on 
account  of  the  restrictions  they  have  put  upon  the 
use  of  water.  Here,  with  all"  the  water  we  can 
use,  and  with  all  it  will  be  possible  to  use  for  the 
next  hundred  years,  why  should  we  go  to  work 
at  this  early  day,  after  paying  millions  of 
dollars  for  an  additional  supply  and  put  restric- 
tions upon  it.  The  Boston  Herald,  a  paper  whose 
writers  are  always  very  intelligent  about  city 
affairs, — a  paper  always  fully  posted  about  such 
matters,  and  which  talks  very  sensibly  about 
them , — says — 

"Think  of  the  amount  of  disease  which  is 
checked  or  prevented  by  a  free  use  of  water. 
Put  water  meters  into  a  crowded  tenement  house, 
and  forthwith  each  water  taker  will  begin  to 
economize  in  the  amount  of  waver  consumed. 
The  result  of  this  would  be  a  perceptible  increase 
in  diseases  that  have  their  origin  in  filthy  sur- 
roundings, and  as  these,  when  started,  not  inrre- 
quently  spread  to  quite  different  localities,  our 
wealthy  citizens  might  find  that,  in  order  to  gain 
a  few  dollars  by  lessening  their  water  bills,  they 
had  put  themselves  and  their  families  in  deadly 
peril." 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  those  brief  and 
sensible  words.    This  paper  also  says — 

"It  would  unquestionably  be  a  much  fairer  sys- 
tem to  assess  the  water  rates  by  means  of  a  meter, 
rather  than  to  do  it  upon  the  valuation  of  the 
houses  in  which  waier  is  used,  or  the  number  of 
faucets  which  may  be  opened.  The  man  who  has 
but  one  faucet  in  his  house  may  use  more  water 
in  a  year  than  he  who  has  twenty;  and,  in  like 
manner,  the  consumption  of  water  in  a  little 
rookery  in  South  Boston  may  be  greater  than  it 
is  in  a  mansion  on  the  Back  Bay.  To  get  even- 
handed  justice,  you  must  have  a  meter  in  each 
house,  and  often  two  or  three  of  them,  so  that 
each  taker  may  be  made  to  pay  his  proportion. 
Now  this  would  involve  no  little  expense  on  the 
part  of  the  city." 

That  is  precisely  what  I  tola  you  at  the  last 
meetiug.  To  get  even-handed  justice,  if  you 
adopt  this  system,  you  must  put  a  meter  into  each 
house.  You  must  give  a  meter  to  every  taker. 
There  is  no  other  way  you  can  distribute  this  tax 
equitably  if  you  adopt  the  meter  system,  and  this 
the  paper  says  will  involve  no  little  expense.  The 
expense  involved  would  be  a  million  and  a  half 
dollars,  a  little  army  of  inspectors  of  meters,  and 
constant  expense  for  repairs  of  meters.  It  would 
not  only  cost  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  to  put  a 
meter  on  every  water  taker,  but  it  would  cost  the 
city  the  salaries  of  a  hundred  officials,  to  watch 
them  and  keep  account  of  them.  It  would  not 
only  cost  the  city  for  a  hundred  officials  more  or 
less,  but  there  would  be  the  additional  cost  of  re- 
pairs. There  is  no  meter  ever  invented  that  will 
last  for  any  considerable  time,  and,  as  the  Herald 
says,  to  be  equitable  and  just  you  must  put  a 
meter  on  every  taker,  or  else  let  it  go  on  just  as  it 
is.  There  is  another  very  important  fact,  and  the 
new  members  of  this  Board  ought  to  stand  up  and 
protest  against  it.  When  any  important  measure 
is  introduced  into  the  City  Council,  it  is  sent 
here  by  a  written  communication  from  the  de- 
partment that  believes  in  it.  What  written  com- 
munication have  we  ever  received  in  relation  to 
this  matter?  None  whatever.  The  Water  Board 
did  not  have  the  manliness  to  come  before 
the  City  Council  with  a  written  communication 
stating  what  they  wanted,  and  have  it  properly 
referred  to  a  committee.  The  new  members 
should  understand  this.  It  is  taking  advantage 
of  their  position,  and  I  hope  that,  if  for  no  other 
reason,  they  will  vote  this  matter  down  on  that 
account.  If  the  Water  Board  were  anxious  to 
place  meters  on  any  of  the  fifty  thousand  takers, 
it  was  their  duty  to  send  a  respectful  communica- 
tion to  this  Board  stating  precisely  what  they 
wanted,  and  that  communication  would  have 
been  referred  to  a  committee,  who  would  take 
time  to  look  into  the  subject.  The  City  Council, 
in  its  wisdom,  allows  six  weeks,!  think, for  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  any  important  question  of  this 
kind;  but  no,  this  question  was  sprung  upon  the 
City  Council,  or  at  least  you  might  say  eleven  out 
of  twelve  of  the  members  knew  nothing  about  it. 
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It  was  not  only  sprung  upon  the  City  Council,  but 
the  member  who  presented  it  in  the  other  branch, 
after  a  tew  brief  remarks  on  its  passage,  moved 
that  it  be  reconsidered,  hoping  it  would  not  pre- 
vail, so  as  to  clinch  it.  They  have  given  you  no 
time  to  consider  this  matter.  It  has  been  brought 
before  yon  illegally  and  irregularly.  I  will  not 
say  illegally,  but  it  has  been  brought  before 
you  irregularly.  If  the  Water  Board  has 
anything  to  say  on  this  subject  they  should  have 
come  before  us  with  a  communication  stating 
clearly  and  explicitly  what  they  desired,  and, 
after  they  had  clone  so,  every  member  of  this 
Board  would  have  had  ample  time  to  consider  it, 
because  it  would  have  been  referred  to  the  Water 
Committee  for  their  consideration.  The  mere 
fact  that  it  has  been  brought  before  us  in  this 
irregular  and  underhand  way  should  lead  us  to 
throw  il  out  unanimously.  I  have  an  advertise- 
ment here  which  1  saw  in  the  papers  within  a  day 
or  two:  [Reading]  "New  England  Water  Meter 
Company.  The  New  York  dividend  of  $250,000  to 
the  stockholders  of  the  New  England  Water  Me- 
ter Company  will  be  purchased  at  the  office  of 
the  company,  No.  7  Exchange  place." 

I  don't  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  significance  of 
this  great  rise  in  water-meter  stock,  if  it  is  not 
that  some  job  or  other  is  to  be  put  through  this 
City  Council.  Water-meter  speculations  have 
been  very  common.  Not  a  year  has  passed  with- 
out some  having  been  presented  to  the  Water 
Board,  and  the  Water  Board  have  been  urged  to 
adopt  them.  There  are  gentlemen  here  who  are 
in  another  department  of  the  City  Government — 
the  Eamp  Department.  They  know  how  many 
costly  experiments  are  constantly  brought  before 
that  department  for  them  to  adopt.  They  want 
us  to  light  the  city  by  electricity,"  by  self-acting, 
clocks;  to  light  the  city  by  reflectors  that  will 
throw  all  the  light  we  want  without  any  gas.  We 
might  go  to  work  and  spend  millions  of  dollars  in 
that  department  it  we  listen  to  the  beautiful 
schemes  and  experiments  that  are  constantly  be^ 
ing  pressed  upon  us.  But  ohe  most  notorious  ex- 
periment I  have  ever  heard  of  iu  relation  to  water 
meters  is  one  that  occurred  not  many  years  ago. 
In  1870,  when  Tweed  was  in  his  full  power  and 
strength,  a  water-meter  comnany  w»»  organized 
in  this  good  old  city  of  Boston.  At  the  head  of 
it  was  a  celebrated  architect,  a  well-known  lawyer 
and  three  or  four  capitalists.  What  was  the  re- 
sult? They  agreed  with  Tweed  of  New  York  to 
sell  their  meters  and  for  him  to  place  them 
on  the  200,000  water  takers  of  that  city 
for  §28  apiece.  They  knew  at  the  time  that 
Tweed  of  New  \iork  intended  tr>  sell  that  meter  to 
the  citizens  of  New  York  for  §58  apiece.  It  opened 
the  eyes  of  Tweed  to  the  greatest  bonanza  ever 
presented  to  him.  Two  hundred  thousand  water 
meters,  at  a  profit  of  §30  each,  amounting  to  six 
millions  of  dollars,  would  have  been  the  greatest 
steal  that  even  Tweed  ever  completed.  But  it 
fortunately  happened  before  the  scheme  was 
fully  matured  that  Tweed  was  found  out  and  ar- 
rested. That  was  the  only  thing  which  prevented 
that  scheme  from  going  into  operation  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  I 
have  said  enough  on  water  meters.  I  hope  the 
Board  will  unanimously  reject  this  order.  I  don't 
care  whether  you  believe  in  meters  or  not.  I 
hope  you  will  unanimously  reject  it  because  the 
Water  Board  did  not  come  before  us  in  a  proper 
and  regular  manner.  If  they  have  anything  to 
communicate  to  us,  let  them  bring  it  before  us  in 
a  proper  manner,  and  if  we  approve  of  it  we  will 
refer  it  to  a  committee  to  consider, which  will  give 
us  all  time  to  look  into  the  subject.  But  they 
have  attempted  to  spring  this  matter  upon  us  in 
an  irregular  manner,  and  I  move  its  indefinite 
postponement. 

Alderman  Thorndike — Mr.  Chairman  :  I  do  not 
intend  to  weary  you  with  words  or  figures,  bat  to 
inform  you  of  facts  that  are  certainlv  of  vital  in- 
terest to  every  citizen  who  is  interested  in  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  city  of  Boston.  We 
have  a  supply  of  water  eoual  to  all  emergencies, 
costing  over  §10,000,000;  but  the  thoughtlessness  of 
a  large  number  of  water  takers  who  allow  the 
water  to  be  wasted  without  one  thought  of  its 
effect  upon  the  business  portion  of  our  communi- 
ty has  compelled  the  Water  Department  to  seek 
relief  from  the  Legislature  for  power  to  remedy 
this  evil.  Please  bear  in  mind,  and  don't  forget 
it,  the  Water  Commissioners  have  the  power  au- 
thorized by  law  to  place  a  meter  in  every  house  in 
this  city  when  occupied  by  one  party,  but  when 
by  two   or   more  parties,  each  party  must  be  sup- 


plied with  a  meter  The  number  of  water  meters- 
in  use  at  the  present  time  is  1089. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  would  state  that  since  that 
was  printed,  seme  time  ago,  there  have  been 
thirty  placed  in  buildings,  which  makes  the  num- 
ber 1119. 

Alderman  Thorndike — The  Water  Registrar's 
report,  page  78  to  102(City  D.e.  79)  contains  tables 
showing  tne  premises  where  meters  are  attached,, 
with  the  quantity  of  water  consumed,  and  the- 
revenue  received,  to  which  I  call  your  attention 
— it  shows  that  900,000,000  gallons  of  water  were- 
consumed  last  year,  and  a  revenue  received  of 
§225,596. 

Should  you  judge,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there 
was  a  ring  in  the  City  Hall  or  elsewhere  to  force- 
upon  this  city  54,000  meters,  costing  §1345.  Is  it 
not  the  duty  of  this  honorable  Board  to  correct 
this  impression  and  the  reflections  that  have  been. 
promulgated  through  this  city,  that  somebody  is 
interested  in  meter  stock  in  the  City  Hall.  I  take 
occasion  to  inform  you  that  this  New  England 
meter  is  not  in  use  in  this  city,  nor  never  will  be 
used  under  the  present  management  of  the  Water 
Department.  It  is  said  the  poor  water 
takers  will  be  the  sufferers,  but  I  assure 
you  it  is  for  their  benefit;  the  more  water  used 
and  paid  for,  the  receipts  are  increased,  and  the 
rates  would  be  reduced  accordingly.  Forty  per 
cent,  of  the  water  that  flows  into  this  city  is 
wasted;  if  one-half  this  amount  was  consumed 
and  paid  for,  it  would  add  to  the  revenue  §200,000. 
What  is  asked  of  this  City  Government  is  merely 
to  petition  for  an  act  from  the  Legislature,  giving- 
the  Water  Commissioners  authority  to  place  a 
water  meter  in  buildings  where  there  is  a  large 
number  of  water-takers,  and  family  hotels  valued 
over  §50,000,  making  the  owners  of  the  same  re- 
sponsible for  the  water  rates  at  two  cents  per 
hundred  gallons. 

Would  you  justify  the  Water  Registrar  should 
he  place  forty  of  these  meters,  at  §25  each,  in  a, 
building  where  one  meter  will  answer  the  same 
purpose,  equal  to  an  expense  of  §1000,  when  only 
§25  is  required?  Although  we  have  an  abundant 
supply  of  water  at  the  present  time,  yet  the  pres- 
sure in  the  pipes  of  the  low  service  has  been 
greatly  reduced,  wholly  occasioned  by  the  reck- 
less waste  of  water  continually  going  6n,  and  the 
result  is  that  it  is  impossible  to  draw  a  full  sup- 
ply in  the  upper  stories  of  high  buildings  in  the 
very  centre  of  the  city.  Experiments  were  made 
last  month  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
the  result  proved  that  the  water  was  flowing  at 
the  rate  of  18,000,000  gallons  per  day,  when  there 
should  not  have  been  more  than  2,000,000  gallons 
required.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Water 
Board  to  place  more  than  100  meters  at  present, 
and  these  merely  used  to  check  the  tenants  where 
waste  is  going  on.  It  is  not  intended  to  be  a 
hardship  or  burden  on  the  real  estate  of  this  city, 
but  it  is  to  compel  the  owners  of  real  estate  to  look 
after  the  water  fixtures,  and  by  the  result  made 
known  by  the  meter  to  be  more  economical  and 
careful,  by  shutting  off  the  water  at  certain  times 
and  to  keep  the  water  fixtures  in  order.  The  city 
of  Providence  has  adopted  meters,  and  the  aver- 
age consumption  per  head  is  twenty-five  gallons, 
while  the  average  rate  in  Boston  is  eighty  gallons. 
Our  City  Engineer  is  in  favor  of  applying  meters 
in  special  cases.  He  has  repeatedly  called  the 
attention  of  the  Water  Board  to  this  subject,  that 
something  should  be  done  to  check  the  growing 
tendency  to  waste  among  water  takers,  and  to 
save  the  treasury  from  unnecessary  expenditure. 
This  extravagant  waste  of  water  is  causing 
a  continual  loss  to  the  Water  Department;  during 
the  last  three  months  water  rates  as  a  motive 
power,  to  the  amount  of  §4200,  were  stopped.  If 
the  City  Government  refuses  this  request  of  the 
Water  Board,  they  will  be  called  upon  to  license 
plumbers,  who  will  be  compelled  to  put  the  own- 
ers of  real  estate,  not  only  the  rich  man,  but  the 
poor  man,  to  great  expense,  and  that  is  not  all; 
a  new  high-service  suppiy  will  be  demanded  that 
will  cost  over  §1,000,000,  or  else  the  receipts  from 
the  water  rates  will  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
interest  and  cost  of  managing  the  Water  Depart- 
ment. The  present  revenue  from  water  rates 
pays  all  expenses,  allowances  for  sinking  fund 
and  about  $15,000.  Suppose  meters  are  placed 
in  dwelling  houses,  the  poor  man,  instead  of 
using  100  gallons  per  day  at  two  cents  per  day, 
would  not  use  twenty  gallons,  which  would  re- 
duce his  water  rate  from  $7  to  §2  per  year.  And 
the  rich  man  who  pays  $100  per  year  would  re- 
duce liia   rate   to  §20  per  year.    The  water  rates 
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are  not  governed  by  the  amount  of  water  con- 
sumed, but  by  the  value  of  the  property.  You 
apply  the  54,000  meters,  and  §5!  0,000  or  more 
would  have  to  be  paid  by  the  taxpayers  every 
year  to  carry  ou  the  Water  Department, 
or  you  would  have  to  increase  the  water  rates, 
which  will  have  a  tendency  to  drive  manufactur- 
ing business  from  the  city.  The  Cocbituate  wa- 
ter rates  are  now  higher  than  any  city  in  this 
country,  and  my  authority  for  the  same  is  the  ta- 
ble of  the  Water  Works  Statistics,  page  57,  City 
Document  No.  79.  The  city  of  Boston  must  be 
supplied  with  an  abundance"  of  water,  and  at  as 
low  a  rate  as  any  other  city  on  the  seaboard. 
Nothing  escapes  the  vigilance  of  the  Water 
Board; "every  department  of  the  city  is  taxed  to 
help  keep  down  the  rates.  In  the  city  of  .Phila- 
delphia no  income  from  water  is  received  from 
public  buildings  or  hydrants,  and  the  water  tax 
per  head  is  not  one-half  that  of  Boston.  Let  me 
call  your  attention  to  the  City  Engineer's  report, 
in  the  repoit  of  the  Water  Commissioners,  which 
states— 

"While  asking  for  the  special  attention  of  the 
City  Council  to  these  statements  of  the  City  En- 
gineer, the  board  feel  called  upon  to  add  their 
decided  opinion  that  the  time  has  fully  arrived 
when  active  measures  should  be  taken  to  check 
the  growing  tendency  to  waste  among  water 
takers,  and  to  save  the  treasury  from  excessive 
and  unnecessary  expenditure.  All  the  demands  of 
health,  comfort  and  luxury  can  be  fully  met  by  the 
present  water  supply  ;  but  deliberate  waste 
should  not  be  encouraged,  and  ought  to  be  pre- 
vented. Exactly  how  this  is  to  be  done  has  not 
yet  been  determined,  but  some  rule  must  soon  be 
adopted  to  limit  and  control  the  use  of  water; 
and  wasteful  water-takers  must  be  preparing  for 
its  operation." 

In  the  City  Engineer's  report,  on  the  subject  of 
waste,  he  says — 

"Little  can  he  added  to  what  has  been  written 
in  former  years  upon  this  subject  by  the  various 
Water  Boards  an'd  the  Water  Registrar,  but  its 
financial  bearings  are  so  important  that  I  feel 
called  upon  to  again  direct  attention  to  it. 

"The  waste  in  Boston,  though  not  so  great  as  in 
a  number  of  other  cities,  and  in  fact  not  so  great, 
proportionately  to  the  population,  as  it  was  in. 
this  city  itself  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  is,  nev- 
ertheless, enormous.  We  are  now  using  nearly 
eighty  gallons  of  water  per  inhabitant,  and  there 
is  plenty  of  evidence  to  prove  that  one-half  this 
quantity  is  a  liberal  supply  for  all  useful  purposes. 

"Had  this  fact  been  generally  appreciated  by 
the  public  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  Water  Board  would  have  been 
granted  the  power  and  means  to  so  control  the 
consumption  of  water  that  the  large  expenditure 
which  has  just  been  made  for  an  additional  sup- 
ply might  have  been  postponed  for  a  number  of 
years  longer;  and,  unless  it  be  appreciated  and 
acted  upon  now,  heavy  outlays  will  be  required  in 
the  near  future  to  enlarge  the  distributing  system. 
of  the  Cocbituate  works,  and  to  increase  the 
storage  capacity  of  the  sources  of  the  Mystic  sup- 
ply- 

"For  this  reason,  it  for  no  other,  it  merits  the 
careful  study  of  those  to  whom  the  management 
of  the  citv  finances  is  intrusted. 

"The  statement  which  is  frequently  made,  that 
on  account  of  sanitary  considerations  the  use  of 
water  should  be  unrestricted,  may,  perhaps, 
when  properly  qualified,  be  defended,  but  it  is 
generally  put  forward  to  defeat  any  attempt  to 
prevent  leakage  and  unlimited  waste.  These  re- 
sult largely  from  the  use  of  improper  fixtures 
and  bad  plumbing.  Water  closets  that  require  a 
constantly-running  stream  of  water  to  make  them 
even  tolerable,  and  pipes  that  render  the  soil  and 
walls  damp  by  leaking  and  sweating,  so  far  from 
promoting  the  public  health,  are.  on  the  contrary, 
among  the  enemies  against  which  it  has  to  con- 
tend." 

The  City  Engineer  also  says — 

"There  is  another  point  of  great  importance  to 
be  considered.  A  system  of  intercepting  sewers 
is  now  building  to  collect  the  city  sewage  and 
convey  it  to  Moon  Island,  where  it  is  to  be  dis- 
charged only  during  the  first  two  hours  of  ebb 
tide.  To  effect  this  purpose  it  is  necessary  to 
pump  all  the  sewage  and  to  build  reservoirs  to 
store  it  during  a  tide.  The  water  that  is  wasted  is 
received  into  the  sewers,  and  its  effect  will  be  to 
greatly  increase  the  first  cost  of  the  intercepting 
works  and  the  cost  of  operating  them.  If  all 
waste  could  be  stopped,  the  reservoirs,  estimated 


to  cost  $431,000,  could  be  reduced  nearly  one-half 
in  size. 

"Three  methods  of  limiting  or  preventing  waste 
have  been  adopted  or  proposed   in  various  cities: 

"First — The  rigid  enforcement  of  ordinances 
prescribing  the  class  of  fixtures  that  may  be 
used,  and  requiring  the  plumbing  ot  buildings  to 
be  done  under  competent  inspection. 

"It  is  evident  that  had  this  city,  from  the 
earliest  introduction  of  the  Cocbituate  water,  re- 
quired that  all  the  plumbing  should  be  so  planned 
that  the  water  could  be  completely  drawn  from 
the  pipes  on  niguts  when  it  is  liable  to  freeze; 
that  the  weight  and  size  of  the  pipes  should  be 
proportioned  to  the  uses  they  were  to  serve;  that 
the  discharge  end  of  all  overflo\v  pipes  from  cis- 
terns should  be  in  plain  sight, — over  the  kitchen 
sink,  for  instance, — and  had  the  use  of  any  form 
of  water  closet  other  than  those  which  measure 
out  the  water  in  the  exact  quantities  needed  for 
cleansing  the  bowl  and  flushing  the  drain  pipe 
been  prohibited,  the  waste  of  water  would  have 
been  a  matter  of  very  much  less  moment  than  it 
now  is,  and  millions  of  expenditure  would  have 
been  saved. 

1  would  also  like  to  call  your  attention  to  this 
document  marked  "B,''  which  shows  the  fluctua- 
tion of  the  water,  showing  the  daily  average  of 
consumption  from  Lake  Cochituate  and  the  Mys- 
tic Water  Works.  It  commences  in  1850  and  con- 
tinues to  1879.  In  1865  you  will  observe  that  a 
system  of  house  inspection  was  inaugurated  to 
detect  leakages  and  waste,  and  the  effect  was,  it 
decreased  the  consumption  to  an  average  of 
about  seventeen  millions  of  gallons  a  day.  In 
1850  it  was  about  eight  million  gallons  a  day".  This 
system  of  inspection  was  maintained  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  with  more  or  less  rigor,  but  as  it 
proved  annoying  to  the  citizens  it  was  discontin- 
ued: but  if  it  had  been  continued  tt  would  have 
prevented  the  necessity  for  the  introduction  of 
the  Sudbury  River  water.  The  plan  shows  that 
the  increase  from  1875  to  1879  was  to  twenty-nine 
million  gallons  a  day. 

1  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  question  of  the 
general  application  of  meters  to  the  premises  of 
water  takers,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
Water  Department  do  not  now,  nor  never  did,  con- 
template such  a  system.  The  department  is  al- 
ready authorized  to  attach  metres  to  any  building 
where  a  large  quantity  of  water  is  required,  and 
when  occupied  as  one  establishment;  and  the  re- 
quest they  now  make  is,  that  this  authority  may 
be  extended  to  embrace  buildings  used  and  occu- 
pied by  several  tenants  in  common  for  business 
purposes.  The  policy  of  the  Water  Department, 
in  case  this  request  is  granted,  is  to  continue  the 
present  custom,  and  issue  their  bills  at  spe- 
cific rates,  and  not  by  meter  rates,  as  has 
been  stated,  in  addition  to  which  they 
simply  propose  to  attach  meters  to  such 
buildings  occupied  for  business  purposes  as 
are  known  to  waste  large  quantities  of  water 
by  improper  fittings,  or  in  cases  when  by  the  lo- 
cation of  water  closets  in  exposed  places  "the  occu- 
pants are  necessarily  obliged  to  allow  a  continuous 
flow  of  water  to  prevent  frost.  In  short,  they 
propose  to  issue  their  bills  as  usual,  and,  in  case  a 
meter  is  applied,  to  allow  each  taker  such  a  quan- 
tity of  water  as  the  amount  of  the  bill  paid  repre- 
sents, on  the  basis  of  two  cents  per  each  one  hun- 
dred gallons  daily  use.  For  instance,  §10  per  year 
entitles  the  water  taker  to  137  gallons  per  day  for 
365  days,  $20  to  274  gallons  daily,  $30  to  411  gallons 
daily,  $40  to  548  gallons  daily,  $50  to  685  gallons 
daily.  $60  to  822  gallons  daily,  $70  to  959  gallons 
daily,  and  $100  to  1300  gallons  daily. 

In  order  to  more  fully  set  forth  this  system  I  will 
illustrate  a  case  in  point,  which  has  recently  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Water  Department. 

In  January  last  a  water  bill  for  $350  was  ren- 
dered for  the  use  of  water  in  a  building  occupied 
by  fifty-three  tenants.  The  owner  thinking  the 
amount  charged  represented  more  water  than 
was  used,  or  required,  applied  to  the  department 
for  a  meter.  His  request  was  granted  Jan.  15, 
1880.  Now  mark  the  result — The  bill  rendered, 
viz.  $350,  represents  5900  ..gallons  per  day,  while 
the  meter  indicates  a  daily  average  for  nineteen 
days  of  9647  gallons,  or  an  excess  of  sixty  per  cent, 
over  the  amount  represented  in  the  bilTrendered. 
Now,  is  there  a  member  of  this  Board  who  does 
not  believe  5900  gallons  of  water  per  day 
is'  ample  allowance  for  a  daily  supply  for 
fifty-three  offices,  and  that  each  and  "every 
gallon  used  in  excess  of  this  amount  should 
be    denominated   waste?    and    believing    so,    is 
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it  not  time  that  some  definite  action  should 
be  taken  to  suppress  this  growing  evil?  The  case 
cited  above  is  not  an  isolated  one,  but  one  of 
many,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Water 
Report  of  1879,  pages  50  and  51.  Now,  the  depart- 
ment claims  that  the  checking  of  waste  in  busi- 
ness localities  by  the  application  of  meters  is  in 
the  interest  of  reduced  rates  for  domestic  uses. 
Let  us  for  a  moment  consider  that  point.  The 
revenue  from  the  sale  of  water  is  now  just  about 
sufficienT.  for  the  department  to  meet  its  require- 
ments (viz.,  the  payment  of  its  interest  on  loans, 
running  expenses,  and  ultimately  its  princi- 
pal), amounting  in  round  numbers  to  $950,000; 
this  amount  of  revenue,  or  the  basis  of  two 
cents  for  each  100  gallons,  is  derived  from  sixty 
per  cent,  of  the  daily  consumption ;  the  balance, 
or  forty  per  cent.,  does  not  enter  into  the  revenue; 
therefore,  it  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  whatever 
portion  of  the  balance,  i.  e.,  forty  per  cent.,  that  is 
saved,  would  tend  to  increase  the  pressure  of 
water  in  the  street  mains,  and  thereby  enable  the 
department  to  answer  the  growing  calls  for  water 
as  a  motive  power;  in  which  case  would  not  the 
revenue  be  increased  by  increased  sales,  and  ev- 
ery dollar  received  in  excess  of  its  requirements 
would  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  rates  to  the 
general  water  takers?  Now,  let  us  look  at  the 
other  side  and  see  the  probable  result,  provided 
this  growing  evil  is  allowed  to  continue.  The 
department  say,  in  their  report  of  1873-4,  that  the 
use  of  water  power  for  elevators  is  now  largely  in- 
troduced; it  is  more  economical,  less  objectiona- 
ble and  offensive  in  working  than  steam  power, 
and  diminishes  greatly  the  risk  from  fire. 
Inventions  now  in  progress  propose  still 
further  to  enlarge  the  capacities  ot  water 
as  a  motive  power  ;  —  besides  this,  the 
call  for  its  supply  in  various  sorts  of  handicraft 
is  constantly  increasing  and  promises  to  become 
a  large  source  of  revenue  to  the  city;  but  in  fear 
of  any  doubt  of  a  constant  supply  for  these  ob- 
jects, and  in  the  knowledge  that  these  interests 
must  suffer  (in  case  of  insufficient  pressure),  on 
behalf  of  domestic  Gall,  mu-c  prevent  a  full  de- 
velopment in  this  direction,  and  therefore  the 
city  cannot  afford  to  imperil  any  opportunity 
from  an  unpardonable  and  needless  waste  of  so 
simple  a  resource  of  wealth  as  water. 

Since  December  last  the  department  has  felt 
the  force  of  this  statement,  for  in  consequence  of 
the  decreased  pressure  in  the  street  mains,  which 
is  largely  owing  to  the  enormous  waste,  the  pro- 
prietors of  four  large  buildings  have  dispensed 
with  the  use  of  water  as  a  motive  power  for  their 
elevators,  and  are  now  using  steam;  the  yearly 
bills  paid  for  water  furnished  these  four  elevators 
amount  to  $4029,  and  others  threaten  to  follow. 
Now,  whatever  portion  of  the  remaining  elevators 
are  changed  from  water  to  steam  power,  will 
necessarily  decrease  the  revenue  in  like  ratio,  in 
which  case  the  department  to  continue  to  meet 
its  requirements  will  surely  be  compelled  to  in- 
crease its  lates  in  like  proportion. 

Again,  quoting  from  the  report  of  '73  and  '74,  it 
is  remarked  that  standpipes  are  a  means  of  in- 
stantly combating  fire  by  the  help  at  hand,  are 
getting  to  be  regarded  as  indispensable  fixtures 
in  large  warehouses  and  other  structures,  and 
although  they  are  not  to  be  considered  as  an  ad- 
ditional drain  upon  the  supply,  yet  their  effi- 
ciency is  to  the  last  degree  dependent  upon  a 
good  pr  ssure  in  the  street  mains,  and 
this  cannot  be  depended  upon  in  the 
face  of  thousands  of  petty  wasting  flows 
of  water  from  the  mains.  The  introduction  of 
these  standpipes  should  be  encouraged;  they 
save  insurance,  a  private  gain,  but  nevertheless  a 
public  one,  and  in  preventing  great  conflagrations 
the  benefit  cannot  be  estimated;  now,  one  of  the 
strongest  encouragements  to  their  general  use  is, 
that  they  can  be  depended  upon  for  instant  pres- 
sure, and  without  a  good  pressure  in  the  street 
main  these  standpipes  would  prove  of  no  more 
value  in  case  of  fire  than  so  many  telegraph  poles. 

Now,  one  word  in  reference  to  the  order  under 
discussion.  If  you  will  carefully  note  its  wording, 
you  will  see  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  to  authorize  the  City 
Council  (not  the  Water  Department),  under  ordi- 
nances to  attach  meters,  so  that,  should  the  neces- 
sary authority  be  granted,  the  attachment  of  me- 
ters to  any  class  of  buildings,  or  to  any  extent4 
would  be  vested  in  the  City  Council,  and  the  Wa- 
ter Department  would  be  powerless  to  spend  a 
single  dollar  except  by  the  sanction  of  the  City 
Council  for  this  purpose. 

Alderman  Slade-A  great  deal  has   been  said 


here  about  the  waste  of  water,  and  I  should  like 
to  hare  somebody  stand  up  and  explain  what  this 
waste  of  water  means.  I  have  been  a  poor  water 
taker,  as  the  Alderman  opposite  is  pleased  to  call 
the  water  takers,  since  I  carrie  to  Boston,  and  I 
am  not  aware  that  I  have  wasted  any  water.  But 
I  don't  drink  all  the  water,  'and  I  should  like  to 
have  this  waste  of  water  explained,  so  that  the 
people  can  know  how  it  is  they  are  wasting  forty 
per  cent,  of  the  water  they  are  using.  It  must 
come  upon  the  families,  of  course.  You  cannot 
lay  it  upon  anybody  else.  Let  us  water  takers 
know  where  we  are  wasting  water.  I  am  not 
aware  that  my  family  have  cieen  wasting  water 
these  thirty  years. 

Alderman  fucker — I  don't  think  this  matter  has 
been  presented  as  it  should  have  been.  The 
Alderman  on  my  left  has  gone  off  like  a  tempest 
in  a  teapot.  As  the  matter  was  presented  to  me, 
he  seems  perfectly  wild.  I  don't  think  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  are  prepared  to  act  on  the 
order  as  it  now  stands,  and  after  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  gentleman  that  we  should  have 
more  information  on  this  subject,  I  rise  to  make 
a  motion  that  the  order  be  laid  upon  the  table 
till  some  future  time  when  the  Water  Registrar 
and  the  Water  Board  can  be  present  and  answer 
such  questions  as  the  members  of  this  Board  may 
wish  to  ask.  I  don't  think  the  Board  understand 
the  subject.  I  think  the  Alderman  on  my  left 
has  given,  not  intentionally,  an  erroneous  im- 
pression, from  the  fact  that  the  order  lias  been 
before  the  Water  Committee  in  regular  form,  as 
I  supposed,  and  was  regularly  introduced  into 
the  Council.  I  still  believe  the  whole  matter 
comes  from  the  Water  Board  in  good  faith.  I 
don't  think  this  is  aimed  at  all  at  the  detriment 
of  the  poor  man.  «1  have  no  doubt,  as  the  Alder- 
man on  my  left  has  intimated,  that  it  is  aimed  at 
some  of  the  capitalists  who  own  these  tenement 
houses,  and  that  there  is  where  the 
shoe  will  pinch;  that  is  just  where 
it  should  pinch.  The  poor  man  is  not 
to  suffer.  In  order  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  re- 
sult in  this  matter  I  would  move  that  the  order  be 
laid  upon  the  table  until  such  time  as  the  Water 
Registrar  and  members  of  the  Water  Board  can 
come  before  us  and  make  a  statement. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  hope  this  matter  will  be 
indefinitely  postponed,  and  indefinitely  postponed 
today.  If  the  Water  Board  have  any  communica- 
tion to  send  to  the  City  Council,  we  are  always 
ready  to  receive  it.  It  was  their  business  and 
their  duty  to  send  their  communication  to  us,  and 
not  to  skulk  behind  the  committee.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  characterizing  the  course  of  our 
Water  Board  in  this  respect  just  as  it  deserved. 
They  have  not  presented  their  case  regularly  and 
properly.  They  should  have  come  before 
us  with  a  written  communication,  and  stated 
just  what  they  wanted,  in  plain  language.  1  bow 
with  profound  respect  to  the  sentiments  uttered 
by  the  Alderman  from  East  Boston.  But  I  am. 
surprised  that  an  Alderman  from  East  Boston 
should  stand  up  here  and  conscientiously  talk 
about  the  efficiency  and  carefulness  with 
which  the  Water  Board  attend  to  their 
duty  ;  an  Alderman  who  was  compelled 
to  drink  the  tilth  from  Mystic  lake, 
brought  about  by  the  negligence  of  this 
same  Water  Board  that  he  speaks  about;  an  Al- 
derman who  was  compelled  to  get  the  Cochituate 
over  in  his  section  of  the  city,  rather  than  drink 
the  filth  that  the  Water  Board  were  giving  them 
•for  months — lam  surprised  that  he  should  stand 
up  here  and  talk  about  the  efficiency  of  the  Water 
Board.  In  relation  to  the  city  of  Providence, 
where  meters  have  been  introduced,  the  remarks 
of  the  Alderman  call  my  attention  to  one  fact; 
I  was  reading  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Schools  in  that  city— Mr.  Daniel  Leach — 
within  a  day  or  two.  He  is  an  old  acquaintance 
of  mine.  He  stated  in  that  report  that  the  ab- 
sence of  children  from  the  public  schools  on  ac- 
count of  sickness  was  astonishing.  If  they  go  on 
limiting  the  use  of  wat?r  a  little  more,  perhaps 
the  city  of  Providence  will  have  no  scholars  in 
her  public  schools.  I  have  also  made  a  study 
of  the  rates  for  water  in  New  York,  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore  and  other  leading  cities  in  this 
country.  I  agree  with  the  Alderman  that  the  city 
of  Boston  charges  more  for  water  than  any  other 
city  in  the  country.  And  why?  Because 
the  revenue  that  ought  to  have  gone 
to  reduce  the  water  debt  was  appropriat- 
ed for  other  purposes.  Another  reason  is, 
because  we  have  been  compelled  to  pay  interest 
on  a  fictitious  debt  that  never  has  existed.    I  be- 
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lieve  with  the  Alderman,  that  our  rates  ought  to 
be  reduced.  I  believe  that  our  manufacturing 
rates  ought  to  be  reduced.  It  would  be  better— 
and  I  have  said  so  in  this  place  before— tor  the 
<city  of  Boston  to  give  water  free  to  manufacturers 
than  to  charge  them  more  for  water  than  they  do 
inNew^ork  and  other  cities.  I  would  advo- 
cate free  water  to  manufacturers,  the  same  as  I 
would  auvocate  free  tolls  to  East  Boston,  to  en- 
courage commerce  over  in  that  section.  But 
when  he  says  that  the  Water  Board  have  always 
been  looking  out  for  the  interest  of  the  city  he 
says  what  is  not  true.  They  have  always  been 
acting  on  the  contrary,  making  us  pay  more  for 
water  than  in  any  other  city  in  the  country. 
They  have  given  it  no  attention  what- 
ever. They  watched  it  just  as  they  did 
the  Mystic  water,  and  never  did  anything 
about  that  until  public  opinion  spoke  so  loudly 
that  they  could  not  help  themselves.  1  believe 
this  order  ought  to  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and 
it  the  Water  Board  have  any  communication  to 
make  to  the  City  Council,  let  them  make  it  in 
writing  in  the  regular  way,  and  not  skulk  behind 
the  committee,  but  come  before  us  manfully.  I 
hope  it  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Tucker — All  I  ask  is  that  the  matter 
.may  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  let  the  Water 
Board,  City  Engineer  and  Water  Registrar  come 
.here  and  answer  questions.  I  think  it  is  unjust 
to  indefinitely  postpone  this  matter,  when  we  can 
lay  it  upon  the  table  and  consider  it,  which  will 
take  a  great  deal  less  time  than  if  it  had  to  come 
before  us  in  another  form.  I  don't  think  the 
members  of  this  Board  are  prepared  to  consider 
this  matter  now. 

Alderman  Slade — I  was  a  great  deal  surprised 
that  this  matter  came  before  us  in  any  shape.  We 
have  been  led  to  understand  for  the  last  year  or 
two  that  we  had  water  sufficient  for  three  times 
the  number  of  inhabitants  now  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. We  have  been  led  to  believe  that  the'addition 
of  the  Sudbury  River  and  the  new  conduit  from 
there  to  the  reservoir  would  give  us  all  the  water 
needed  for  more  than  a  million  of  people,  without 
any  question  at  all;  and  most  of  thetime  I  know 
the  rivers  are  running  to  waste.  Certainly  nine- 
tenths  of  the  time  Mystic  Lake  is  running  to 
waste.  We  have  built  these  immense  reservoirs 
on  the  Sudbury  River,  that  I  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  have  visited  from  time  to  time 
lor  the  last  two  or  three  years.  With  all  these 
facts  before  us,  that  we  have  secured  water  for 
three  times  the  number  of  inhabitants  now  in 
this  city,  1  cannot  understand  why  they  should 
come  here  and  ask  to  put  meters  on  all  the  houses 
in  Boston.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  let  some 
of  this  water  run  through  the  pipes  into  the  sewer 
than  to  do  that.  I  don't  care  whether  we  talk 
about  it  any  more  or  not,  I  shall  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Alderman  Thorndike— I  want  this  order  to  lie 
upon  the  table  for  the  very  reason  that  I  want  the 
Aldermen  to  be  informed  of  the  facts  and  reason 
tor  this  action.  There  is  no  doubt  about  there 
being  plenty  of  water  to  supply  three  times 
the  inhabitants  of  this  city.  But  the 
trouble  is  the  want  of  head.  If  you 
want  Boston  to  be  a  manufacturing  city 
you  must  supply  them  with  water;  and  if 
on  account  of  this  immense  waste,  you  have  n't 
the  head  to  supply  them  with,  all  the' water  in  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  will  do  no  good.  I  get  my  author- 
ity and  figures  from  this  report.  I  believe  every 
word  in  it,  both  in  the  report  of  the  Water  Board- 
and  the  Engineer.  It  is  good  common  sense.  I 
have  gone  over  the  figures.  I  understand  where 
all  this  water  has  gone.  I  believe  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  have  the  commission  explain  it,  for  they 
can  explain  it  better  than  I  can. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  will  again  explain  what  I 
said  before.  The  commissioners  should  have  come 
before  us  with  a  written  statement.  There  was 
no  necessity  for  springing  this  matter  upon  us  in 
the  way  they  did.  What  member  of  this  Board 
knew  anything  about  it,  except  those  on  the  Com- 
mittee oh  Water,  until  they  read  it  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Common  Council?  If  the  commission- 
ers did  not  know  their  duty,  this  Board  ought  to 
teach  it  to  them.  If  they  have  an  important  mat- 
ter like  this,  they  should  send  in  a  written  re- 
port or  communication  and  have  it  read  from 
that  desk.  That  would  have  given  notice  to 
every  member  of  this  Board  what  was  desired. 
It  would  have  been  referred  to  the  Water  Com- 
mittee. I  say  that  when  they  do  not  attend  to 
their  duty  in  a  regular  manner,  I  say  it  is  the 
duty  of  this   Board   to   indefinitely  postpone  it. 


When  they  come  before  us  with  a  respectfully 
written  statement,  we  will  give  it  all  the  atten- 
tion it  deserves,  and  it  deserves  no  respectful  at- 
tention from  this  Board  until  then. 

Alderman  Caton — It  has  been  stated  that  this 
will  not  affect  tin  poor  takers.  Now,  with  all 
due  respect,  I  think  it  will  affect  them,  because 
if  the  landlord  has  to  pay  more  for  water  it  will 
be  charged  in  the  rent  bill.  In  my  opinion  it  will 
seriously  affect  the  poor  tenant,  and  for  that  rea- 
son I  hope  he  will  not  be  burdened  with  anything 
more.    He  has  enough  to  get  along  with  now. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  ask  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee' on  Water  how  he  proposes  to  get 
over  this  fact?  He  says  the  large  water  taker 
now  pays  $100,  and  if  a  meter  is  attached  to  his 
premises  the  cost  to  him  will  be  but  $20.  I  would 
ask  how  he  proposes  to  pay  the  water  debt  if  the 
reduction  is  made? 

Alderman  Thorndike — It  was  stated  a  week  ago 
that  there  was  a  company  called  the  New  England 
Meter  Company,  and  calculations  were  gone  into 
to  show  that  the  meters  would  cost  many  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  was  represented  that  these 
meters  would  be  attached  to  every  house  in  the 
city.  The  Water  Board  never  intended  anything 
of  the  kind,  because  they  know  it  would  not  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  do  it.  They  only  in- 
tend to  put  these  meters  in  buildings  where  the 
law  now  compels  them  to  place  forty  or  more. 
They  don't  intend  to  put  meters  in  private 
dwellings  at  all,  because  it  will  reduce  the  income 
of  the  city  half  a  million  dollars.  There  is  no  in- 
tention to  do  anything  of  the  kind. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  understand  the  Alderman's 
argument  to  be,  that  the  poor  man  who  is  now 
paying  $7  a  year,  if  the  meter  is  attached, 
wo'uld  pay  only  $2,  and  that  the  large  water  taker 
now  paying  $100,  would  pay  only  $20.  My  point  is, 
How  you  are  going  to  pay  the  water  debt? 

Alderman  Thorndike— I  understand  the  gentle- 
man. They  don't  intend  applying  meters  in  such 
places  at  ail. 

Alderman  O'Brien— After  listening  to  the  Alder- 
man from  East  Boston  attentively,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive what  will  make  us  go  to  the  Great  and  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Massachusetts  and  ask  them  to 
enact  a  bill  merely  to  place  half  a  dozen  or  forty 
meters  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  His  own 
argument  destroys  the  whole  thing.  Why  should 
we  go  to  the  Great  and  General  Court  and  ask 
them  to  give  us  a  statute  to  enable  us  to  put  on  a 
few  meters  where  we  cannot  do  it  now?  If  you 
reduce  it  down  to  such  small  proportions  the 
whole  thing  is  ridiculous.  I  hope  it  will  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Alderman  Thorndike  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Alderman  Tucker — My  object  in  laying  it  upon 
the  table  is  simply  to  get  information,  that  each 
member  of  this  Board  may  vote  intelligently. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost — yeas  3, 
nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Thorndike,  Tucker,  Whitten 
—3. 

Navs  —  Aldermen  Bell,  Breck,  Caton,  Flynn, 
O'Brien,  Slade,  Walbridge,  Woolley— 8. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed— yeas  8, 
nays  3— the  members  voting  relatively  the  same 
as  before. 

Alderman  O'Brien  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Harbor  Master — George  F.  Gould.    Confirmed. 

Weighers  of  Coal  and  Measurers  of  Wood  and 
Bark— Frank  J.  Barron  and  Arthur  F.  Williams. 
Confirmed. 

Constables— Siegfried  Wolffsohn  and  George  N. 
Tuckerman.    Confirmed. 

Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Bundle  Hay— Andrew 
N.  Wyeth,  Jr.    Confirmed. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

The  election  of  a  Superintendent  of  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  was  taken  up  by  special 
assignment,  and  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
Alderman  Viles,  at  his  request,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Walbridge,  the  election  was  postponed 
for  one  week. 

BRIDGE  TO     CHARLESTOWN. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  was  passed  the  order  to  petition  the 
General  Court  for  authority  to  build  a  new  bridge 
between  Charlestown  and  the  city  proper. 

Alderman  Slade— I  will  make  a  word  or  two  of 
explanation  of  my  object    in    asking  for  a  recon- 
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sideration  of  that  vote.  After  we  adjourned  the 
other  night,  in  talking  with  a  member  of  this 
special  committee  in  regard  to  this  order,  it  was 
suggested  that  it  meant  the  building  of  a  bridge 
from  City  square,  Charlestown,  landing  at  Hay- 
market  square,  or  very  near  there,  on  this  side, 
and  was  to  be  approached  at  an  elevation 
of  fourteen  feet.  It  is  too  late  to  go 
to  the  Legislature  now,  and  this  delay 
doesn't  amount  to  anything,  for  I  believe  there  is 
a  petition  before  the  Legislature  in  relation  to 
this  bridge.  I  believe  that  one  of  the  bridges  at 
Charlestown  ought  to  be  widened,  and  I  supposed 
that  was  really  what  we  were  voting  for.  I  did  n't 
suppose  anybody  intended  building  a  structure  of 
that  kind,  which  certainly  must  cause  an  expendi- 
ture of  more  than  a  million  dollars.  That  is  why 
I  ask  for  this  reconsideration.  I  should  like  to 
have  it  laid  upon  the  table  until  we  can  get  at  it 
and  know  what  this  committee  are  after.  Before 
we  go  into  such  a  matter  the  City  Council  should 
give  it  a  good  deal  of  consideration.  Then  there 
is  another  thing:  if  there  is  to  be  a  bridge  of  that 
character,  the  city  of  Cambridge,  the  town  of 
Watertown  and  all  tne  towns  up  and  down  the 
river  have  something  to  s;_y  about  it.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  thing  that  needs  further  considerate"  ty 
this  Board. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  ana  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Slade  the  order  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— 31  newsboys,  % 
bootblacks. 

Severally  accepted. 

NEW    MAIN    FROM     CHESTNUT     HILL     RESERVOIR. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  Boston 
Water  Board  for  an  appropriation  of  §280,000,  to 
enable  them  to  contract  for  the  iron  pipes  re- 
quired for  a  new  main  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir to  the  city  proper,  having  carefully  consid- 
ered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  request  be  granted,  and  that  the  Committee 
on  Finance  be  requested  to  provide  the  means. 
Accepted,  and  referred  accordingly.  Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Bell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to  occupy  stables, 
on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows:  Patrick  Col- 
lins, Oakland  street,  Ward  24;  Willis  T.  Emery, 
Ward  street,  Ward  20;  Charles  Weschrob,  Ger- 
man street,  Ward  23.    Severally  accepted. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Da- 
vid W.  Sheehan,  to  be  paid  for  services  rendered 
to  the  city  in  the  department  of  Common,  etc. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pro- 
posal of  John  Reardon  to  furnish  the  material 
and  do  all  the  work  required  for  the  proper  care 
of  the  public  grounds  for  one  year,  for  the  sum 
of  $30,000,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port : 

The  committee,  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  City  Council,  gave  Mr.  Reardon  a 
hearing,  which  at  his  request  was  made  public 

At  this  hearing  Mr.  Reardon  appeared  and  re- 
peated his  proposition,  offering  to  contract  to- 
keep  all  the  public  grounds  in  as  good  condition 
and  equally  attractive  as  they  have  been  for  the 
past  two  years,  for  the  sum  named  in  his  pro- 
posal. The  committee  endeavored  to  ascertain 
what  quantities  of  the  different  kinds  of  material 
used  on  the  public  grounds  Mr.  Reardon  proposed 
to  furnish  under  his  contract,  but  were  unable  to 
do  so.  Their  questions  were  either  evaded  or 
answered  unsatisfactorily  and  in  some  cases 
answers  were  positively  refused.  It  was  clear, 
however,  that  Mr.  Reardon  had  either  greatly  un- 
der-estimated the  quantity  which  would  be  needed 
of  some  articles,  or  else  he  did  not  have  a  very 
definite  idea  of  what  would  be  required  of  him. 
For  example:  in  regard  to  plants,  Mr.  Reardon 
stated  that  he  estimated  it  would  take  from 
25,000  to  40,000  plants  to  till  the  beds,  and  he  had 
estimated  for  furnishing  that  number,  but  would 
supply  more  if  needed. 


As  a  matter  of  fact  there  were  117,904  plants 
placed  in  the  public  grounds  last  year,  and  the 
number  will  probably  be  greater  this  year.  It 
was  the  same  with  other  kinds  of  material.  Mr. 
Reardon  either  under-estimated  the  quantity  re- 
quired or  over-estimated  the  prices  for  whicli  the 
same  could  be  furnished. 

It  further  appeared  that  the  expense  of  super- 
vision and  inspection,  as  well  as  all  extraordinary 
expenses,  such  as  painting  fences,  furnishing 
settees,  vases,  etc.,  were  not  included  in  the  sum 
named,  and  would  have  to  be  borne  by  the  city. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  care 
and  embellishment  of  the  public  grounds,  being, 
so  largely  matters  of  taste  and  judgment,  cannot 
well  be  made  the  subject  of  contract.  Contracts 
can  be  made  for  materials  at  stipulated  prices,  ?r 
for  doing  certain  kinds  of  work,  but  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  specify  precisely  how  a  garden  shall  be 
made  to  appear  to  the  best  advantage,  or  to  pre- 
scribe formal  rules  for  its  ornamentation.  It  is 
something  which  is  governed  by  circumstances, 
which  no  contract  eouid  provide  for.  Changes  in 
the  weather,  or  unfavorable  seasons,  might  occa- 
sion an  entire  alteration  in  any  plan  which  might 
be  made,  and  necessitate  work  which  could  not'be 
held  to  be  covered  by  the  contract.  Hence  per- 
plexing questions  would  continually  arise  which 
it  would  be  difficult  to  settle  without  much  annoy- 
ance and  perhaps  litigation.  Again,  if  it  should 
be  seriously  proposed  to  contract  for  the  care  of 
the  public  grounds,  it  should  be  open  to  competi- 
tion, as  undoubtedly  many  competent  persons 
would  desire  to  offer  proposals.  The  committee 
do  not  believe  that  the  public  grounds  can  be 
kept  up  to  their  present  standard  for  the  sum  for 
which  Mr.  Reardon  proposes  to  take  the  contract, 
and,  without  questioning  his  ability,  believe  that 
he  was  misled  in  making  his  estimate?. 

It  is  believed  that  the  public  grounds  are  now 
cared  for  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  public. 
Their  appearance  last  season  called  forth 
many  expressions  of  approbation  and  satis- 
faction. The  cost  of  caring  for  them  is 
moderate  in  comparison  with  the  extent  of 
the  grounds  and  the  amount  of  work  performed, 
and  the  city  gets  the  full  benefit  of  all  money  ex- 
pended. It  would  certainly  be  unwise  to  abolish 
a  system  which  is  giving  satisfaction,  to  try  an 
experiment,  the  result  of  which  is,  to  say  thft 
least,  very  doubtful. 

The  committee  therefore  report  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  accept  Mr.  Reardon's  proposal. 
For  the  Committee. 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

Ordered  printed  ana  laid  on  the  table,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Flynn. 

EXTENSION   OF    BROADWAY. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  to 
whom  was  referred  as  a  part  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  1879,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets  favoring  the  extension  of  Broadway  from 
Albany  street  to  Washington  street,  at  an  esti- 
mated expense  of  $400,000,  beg  leave  to  report 
that,  having  considered  the  subject,  thei)  views 
coincide  with  those  expressed  by  the  committee 
of  last  year;  and  this  committee  would  accord- 
ingly recommend  that  the  proposed  extension  be 
carried  forward  and  that  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance be  requested  to  provide  the  means. 

Accepted  and  referred  to  Finance  Committee. 
Sent  down. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing the  petition  of  Chadwiek  Lead  Works  to  erect 
and  use  an  engine  at  173  High  street.    Accepted 

STREET  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  ana  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  laying  out  of  streets,  as  fol- 
lows: Thomas  Mullen,  $96,  relocation  of  Wash- 
ington street,  at  Brighton,  between  Cambridge 
and  Market  streets;  Bridget  Conley,  $1100,  laying 
out  of  Commercial  and  altering  grade  of  Hench- 
man street.    Severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  whenever  the  Committee  on 
Streets  of  this  Board  deem  it  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  city  to  refer  claims  for  damages  or  better- 
ments relating  to  the  laying  out  or  widening  of 
streets  to  arbitration  for  settlement,  the  said  com- 
mittee is  hereby  authorized  to  refer  such  claims, 
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with  the  approval  of  his   Honor  the  Mayor  and 
the  City  Solicitor.    Passed. 

LOTS   OF  LAND  TO  BE  SOLD. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell 
by  public  auction  or  by  private  sale,  and  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  deem  best 
for  the  interests  of  the  city,  the  lot  of  land  at  the 
junction  of  Columbus  avenue,  Eliot  street  and 
Pleasant  street,  containing  about  23,200  square 
feet;  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  to  be  paid  into  the 
city  treasury.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets  be  ?nd  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
sell  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  and  upon 
such  terms  as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  Inter- 
ests of  the  city,  the  land  remaining  in  the  "First 
Presbyterian  Church"  estate,  at  the  corner  of 
Harrison  avenue  and  Beach  street,  acquired  by 
the  city  in  settlement  of  damages  for  the  widen- 
ing of  Beach  street,  after  the  widening  of  said 
Beach  street  and  of  Harrison  avenue  thereon;  the 
proceeds  of  said  sale  to  be  paid  into  the  city 
treasury. 

Passed. 

BILL     BOARDS. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  J. 
Donelly  &  Sons  for  permission  to  post  bills  on  a 
fence  on  land  of  the  city  at  the  corner  of  Colum- 
bus avenue  and  Pleasant  street.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
John  T.  Wogan  &  Co.,  for  permission  to  post 
bills  on  a  fence  on  land  of  the  city  at  corner  of 
Columbus  avenue  and  pleasant  street.  Accept- 
ed.   Sent  down. 

FIRE  ALARM  BELL. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  be  requested  to 


consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  pla- 
cing a  fire-alarm  bell  on  Engine  House  No.  15. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  that  W.R.  Cavanagh  have  leave  to  move 
a  wooden  building  from  First  street,  nearL  street, 
to  foot  of  N  street,  near  Ninth  street.     Accepted. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  edgestones  and  side- 
walks in  certain  streets,  with  orders  for  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  the  same.  Orders 
passed. 

Report  and  order,  That  permission  be  granted 
to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  three 
telegraph  posts  on  Warren  street,  Roxbury,  said 
poles  to  be  placed  in  the  positions  designated  on 
a  plan  drawn  by  Thomas  VV.  Davis,  City  "Surveyor, 
dated  Jan.  30,  1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets.    Order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  Peter  A.  Dowd 
or  to  some  person  or  persons  unknown,  owners  of 
two  telegraph  poles  on  Beverly  street,  opposite 
the  Fitchburg  depot,  that  said  poles  are  so  much 
decayed  as  to  be  liable  to  fall,  and  that  the  owner 
or  owners  of  said  poles  be  directed  to  cause  said 
decayed  poles  to  be  removed  and  new  ones  erect- 
ed in  their  stead.    Passed. 

Report  that  G.  F.  Burkhardt  have  leave  to  pro- 
ject a  platform  upon  sidewalk  of  Parker  street, 
opposite  Longwood  avenue.    Accepted. 

THE  SPECIAL  ELECTIONS. 

Alderman  Tucker  moved  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  re- 
turns of  votes  to  be  cast  at  the  special  elections 
on  the  10th  and  14th  inst.  Adopted,  and  Alder- 
men Tucker  and  Walbridge  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Walbridge, 
and  stood  adjourned  until  tomorrow  at  7y2  P.  M., 
to  hold  a  convention  with  the  School  Committee. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY    12,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Sheparcl,  President,  in  the  chair. 

MISCELLANEOUS     PAPERS     FROM    THE    BOARD     OF 
ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions:  1.  Of  David  H.  Sheehan,  to  be  paid  for 
services  to  the  city  in  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon, etc.  2.  Of  J.  Donnelly  &  Sons,  for  leave  to 
post  bills  on  fence  of  city  land  corner  of  Eliot 
street  and  Columbus  avenue.  3.  Of  John  T.  Wo- 
gan  &  Co.,  on  the  same  subject.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Order  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  placing  a 
fire-alarm  bell  on  Engine  House  15.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

THE    PROPOSED    SEW  MAIN  FROM  CHESTNUT  HILL 
RESERVOIR  TO  THE  CITY. 

A  report  came  down  for  reference  to  Finance 
Committee  with  request  to  provide  the  means  for 
an  appropriation  of  $280,000  for  a  contract  for 
water  pipes  for  a  new  main  from  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir  to  the  city. 

The  question  was  upon  concurring  in  the  refer- 
ence! 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  move  to  lay  that  report 
upon  the  table.  I  would  like  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  into  the  subject  before  it  goes 
auv  farther. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  would  ask  the 
reason  the  gentleman  wishes  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table  ? 

Mr.  Pratt— I  don't  wish  to  press  the  motion,  but 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  look  into  the 
matter,  as  it  has  come  up  v^ry  recently,  and  I 
should  like  to  have  an  opportunity  to  look  into  it 
before  it  goes  any  farther.  If  it  does  n't  make 
any  special  difference  I  should  like  to  have  it  lay 
upon  the  table  for  a  week. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

EXTENSION    OF  BROADWAY. 

A  report  came  down  for  reference  to  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  with  a  request  to  provide  the 
means  for  an  appropriation  of  $400,000  for  an  ex- 
tension of  Broadway  from  Albany  to  Washington 
street. 

The  question  was  upon  concurring  in  the  ret- 
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Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  make 
the  same  motion  as  in  regard  to  the  new  water 
main,  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  pres- 
ent. I  do  so  not  because  I  have  made  up  my  mind 
that  it  is  not  a  good  thing,  because  from  some 
points  of  view  it  maybe  a  necessary  improvement. 
But  many  members  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  look  into  the  question.  Another  reason  is  the 
fact  that  we  are  now  approaching  the  limit  of  our 
indebteclness.  The  city  of  Boston  can  contract  fur- 
ther debt  only  to  the  amount  of  $1,234,000.  Beyond 
that  we  cannot  go.  When  that  limit  is  reached, 
the  city  of  Boston  cannot  contract  a  debt  for  any 
purpose  whatsoever,  until  the  valuation  of  the 
city  is  increased  very  much  above  the  present 
figures.  As  there  are  various  propositions  before 
the  City  Government  at  this  time,  the  sum  total 
of  which  would  much  more  than  cover  the  limit  of 
our  indebtedness,  $1,234,000,  I  think  it  would  be 
well  to  consider  all  these  measures  together,  and 
move  to  lay  the  subject  upon  the  table  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  hope  the  Council 
will  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  let 
it  go  to  the  Finance  Committee.  It  has  been  ex- 
amined by  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and  it  is 
thought  that  now  is  the  proper  time  for  the 
Finance  Committee  to  pay  some  attention  to  it. 
I  cannot  see  for  what  reason  it  should  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  It  can  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee  with  other  matters  and  then  come 
back  to  the  Council,  I  hope  the  Council  will  con- 
cur in  the  reference. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— If  this  is  referred  to 
the  Finance  Committee,  and  comes  back  with  an 
order,  will  it  not  require  a  two-thirds  vote? 

The  President— If  the  Finance  Committee  re- 
port an  order   for  a  loan,  it   will    require  a   two- 


thirds  vote  to  pass  it.  The  report  can  be  adopted 
or  amended,  as  the  Council  see  fit. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man whether  this  $400,000  is  a  detailed  estimate, 
and  if  it  is  certain  that  will  cover  the  whole  ex- 
pense ? 

Mr.  Lauten— There  is  now  $80,000  which  has 
not  been  used,  and  that,  with  $400,000,  it  is 
thought,  will  be  ample  to  do  what  is  necessary, 
according  to  the  Engineer's  estimates. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— As  I  said  in  regard  to  the 
other  order,  I  still  more  emphatically  say  now,  I 
don't  wish  to  press  the  motion  to  lay  this  upon 
the  table.  But  I  feel  in  regard  to  this  somewhat 
as  I  did  in  regard  to  the  other  order.  I  should 
like  to  have  more  time  to  look  into  it.  The  refer- 
ence to  the  Finance  Committee  is  with  instructions 
to  provide  the  means;  and  if  some  members  of 
the  Council  desire  to  look  into  these  matters  more 
before  tney  are  ready  to  act  upon  them,  they 
ought  to  take  the  time  to  do  so  before  they  are 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  would 
suggest  that  it  does  n't  seem  to  rae  that  any  great 
harm  can  be  done  the  interests  affected  by  this 
order,  if  it  is  allowed  to  lie  over.  Personally,  I 
should  like  to  have  it  lie  over  long  enough  to  look 
into  it,  but  I  don't  want  to  press  the  motion. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  think  the  gentleman 
had  ample  time  to  look  into  it  last  year.  It  lay 
upon  the  table  then  three  or  four  months.  This 
seems  to  me  to  be  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee  on  Parks  to  lay  this  matter  upon  the 
table  until  they  know  something  of  what  is  going 
to  be  done  about  the  Roxbury  park.  That  is  the 
way  it  looks  to  me.  I  hope  the  gentlemen  will 
give  way  and  let  it  go  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  can  only  reiterate  what  I  said  be- 
fore. I  should  like  to  look  into  it  a  little  further, 
but  personally  I  don't  want  to  press  it.  The  re- 
mark of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  leads  me  to 
say  that  the  Committee  on  Parks  have  had  no  con- 
ference in  regard  to  this  matter,  so  far  as  I  know. 
I  certainly  have  no  such  intention.  Both  this  re- 
port and  the  other  one  look  to  the  expenditure  of 
large  sums  of  money.  «The  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  has  already  referred  to  the  tact  that  there  are  sev- 
eral matters,  either  reported  upon  or  to  be  intro- 
duced to  the  City  Council,  looking  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  large  sums  of  money,  and  that  we  are  lim- 
ited in  the  amount  we  can  spend.  Now  in  all  these 
considerations  it  requires  a  judicious  selection 
from  among  all  these  things  waiting  to  be  done,  as 
to  what  we  should  do  this  year  and  what  shall  wait 
until  next  year.  I  have  not  made  up  my  mind  up- 
on them.  I  don't  know  but  I  shall  decide,  after 
looking  into  them,  that  one  is  the  most  im- 
portant and  should  be  put  through  at 
all  hazards,  and  I  don't  know  but  I  may 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  one  of  them 
can  wait  until  next  year.  I  don't  know  but 
I  might  find  something  else  relating;  to  them.  I 
can  think  of  several  things  I  should  like  to  look 
into,  in  regard  to  the  one  last  mentioned,  to  satis- 
fy my  mind  before  I  can  help  to  advance  it  to  a 
positive  conclusion.  It  strikes  me  that  as  these 
two  matters  have  come  before  this  Council  for 
the  first  time  this  evening  it  would  be  better  to 
let  them  lie  over  without  pushing  them  along  to 
another  stage. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  think  the  request  made  by 
the  gentlemen  is  perfectly  fair.  The  previous 
matter  relating  to  a  new  water  main  was  laid 
over,  and  although  it  ought  to  be  settled,  I  did 
not  propose,  as  one  of  the  committee,  to  press 
that  subject  before  it  had  been  fully  considered. 
I  don't  think  we  ought  to  put  through  this  South 
Boston  scheme  without  having  more  time  to  con- 
sider it.  Perhaps  I  may  vote  for  it,  but  I  don't 
propose  to  do  it  tonight. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  tonight 
on  an  expenditure  of  this  character.  Reference 
has  been  made  to  the  fact  that  the  matter  was 
before  the  Council  a  year  ago.  I  think  the  esti- 
mate made  last  year  was  $320,000,  and  it  has  been 
raised  to  $400,000.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  reason 
why,  as  has  already  been  suggested,  points  may 
come  up  which  should  be  looked  into  before  we 
decide  the  question. 

The  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DIRECTOR  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  Paul 
H.  Kendricken  as  Director  for  Public  Institutions 
in  place  of  John  Taylor,  elected  by  ttils  Council. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  moved  that,  pending  the 
action  of  the  other  branch  on  the  request  of  the 
Council  for  a  committee  of  conference,  this  sub- 
ject be  laid  upon  the  table.    Declared  carried. 
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Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  G  doubted  the  vote,  and  on 
his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The 
matter  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas  40,  nays  23. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin,  Bailey,  Barry,  Bigeiow, 
Blakemore,  Bowker,  |Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child, 
H.  B.  Clapp,  B.  Clapp,  Coe,  Dudley,  Farwell, 
Fisher,  Greenough,  Hancock,  Hart,  Healy,  Hilton, 
Hollis,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Morrison,  Nason, 
O'Dowd,  Parkrnan,  Perkins,  Plimpton,  Pratt, 
H.  N.  Sawyer,  X.  Sawyer,  Sweetser,  Tucker,  Tiles, 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams,  Wyman — 10. 

Xavs— Messrs.  Anthony,  Brintnall,  Christal, 
Cron'in,  Denney.  Devme,  U.  P.  Doherty,  J.  Doher- 
ty,  Donahoe,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Kendricken,  Kid- 
ney, Maguire,  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Murphy, 
Rogers,  Sibley,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Ward,  Welch, 
Whitmore— 23. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Devlin,  Free- 
man, Howard,  Lane,  Pray,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Jr., 
Swift,  Taylor— 8. 

ELECTIONS    OF    HEADS    OF  DEPARTMENTS. 

Reports  nominating  city  officers,  with  certifi- 
cates of  the  election  of  city  heads  of  departments, 
were  considered  seriatim,  having  been  laid  over 
from  the  last  meeting,  as  follows: 

City  Messenger— Alvah  H.  Peters. 

Clerk  of  Committees—  William  H.  Lee. 

City  Architect— George  A.  Clough. 

Wa'ter  Registrar— William  F.  Davis. 

City  Registrar — Nicholas  A.  Apollonio. 

City  Surveyor — Thomas  W.  Davis. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings— James  C. 
Tucker. 

City  Engineer— Joseph  P.  Davis. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers— William  H.  Bradley. 

City  Solicitor— John  P.  Healy. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands— Robert  W. 
Hall. 

Superintendent  of  Streets — Charles  Harris. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted,  and  elec- 
tions were  had,  with  results  as  follows: 

City  Messenger.  Committee — Messrs.  Hancock 
of  Ward  1,  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  and  McNamara  of 
Ward  19. 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Alvah  H.  Peters , 63 

Mr.  Peters  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

Clerk  of  Committees.  Committee  —  Messrs. 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2,  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8, 
Mason  of  Ward  3. 

Whole  number  of  votes 57 

Necessary  for  a  choice 30 

William  H.  Lee 57 

Auditor  William  H.  Whitmore,  ineligible. 

Mr.  Lee  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

City  Architect.  Committee — Messrs.  Wharton 
of  Ward  11,  Hart  of  Ward  18,  Clapp  of  Ward  24. 

Whole  number  of  votes -. 59 

Necessary  for  a  choice 31 

George  A.   Clough 57 

John  F.  McCarty 2 

And  1  for  Henrv  N.  Sawyer,  ineligible. 

Mr.  Clough  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

Water  Registrar.  Committee — Messrs.  Green- 
ough of  Ward  9,  Perkins  of  Ward  17,  Rogers  of 
Ward  22. 

Whole  number  of  votes 51 

Necessary  for  a  choice 26 

William  F.  Davis 48 

Fitlus  Achates  Drircoll.... 2 

P.  Rosnoskv 1 

And  1  for  Hugh  O'Brien,  ineligible. 

Mr.   Davis  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

City  Registrar.  Committee  —  Messrs.  Blake- 
more of  Ward  23,  Doherty  of  Ward  7,  Bigelow  of 
Ward  25. 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  for  a  choice 28 

Nicholas  A.  Apollonio 52 

Charles  S.  Perham 1 

Thomas  Crawford 1 

Tom  Collins 1 

And  1  for  Willian  H.  Whitmore,  ineligible. 
And  Mr.  Apollonio  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
City  Surveyor.    Committee— Messrs.  Sawyer  of 
Ward    18,   Hosley  of  §Ward    15,    Brimbecom   of 
Ward  18. 

Whole  number  of  votes 50 

Necessary  for  a  choice 26 

Billy  Patterson 1 

Timothy  A.  Murphy 1 

Thomas   W.  Davis 48 

And    I    each    for  Henrv  Parkuiau  and  Thomas     J. 
Dennie,  ineligible. 
Mr.  Davis  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.     Commit- 
tee—Messrs. Murphy  of  Ward  20,  Viies  of  Ward  8, 
Swift  of  Ward  9. 


Whole  number  of  votes 53 

Necessary  for  a  choice 27 

James  C.  Tucker 51 

Daniel  B.  McConologue 1 

Hiram  W.  Sawtelle 1 

And  1  for  Janies  W.  Devine.  ineligible. 
Mr.  Tucker  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
City  Engineer.    Committee — Messrs.   Hilton  of 
Ward  5,  Clapp  of  Ward  14,  Christal  of  Ward  8. 

Whole  number  of  votes 47 

Neeessarv  for  a  choice 24 

Joseph  P.  Davis 44 

And  1  each  forjMartin  F.  Tolan,  Benjamin  F.  Anthony 
and  Paxil  H.  Kendricken,  ineligible. 
Mr.  Davis  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Superintendent  of  Sewers.    Committee — Messrs. 
Kidnev  of  Ward  C,  Austin    of    Ward    11,    Coe  of 
Ward  23. 

Whole  number  of  votes ■. 53 

Neeessarv  for  a  choice 27 

Frank  .1.  Grav 3 

fm.O.  Robeson 1 

Westou  F.  Hutchins 1 

Thomas  D.  Parker ' i 

Stephen  O  Sherman 1 

Richard  B.  Smart 1 

Frank  Farwell 1 

James  Crackev 1 

P.  F.  McGaragle 1 

Francis  V.  Minot 1 

William  H  Baldwin 1 

Isaac  Rosnosky 1 

George  S.  Rice" 2 

W.  H.  Bradley 39 

And  1  each  for  Paul  H.  Kendricken  and  Timothv  A. 
Murphy,  ineligible. 
Mr.  Bradley  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
City  Solicitor.    Committee— Messrs.  Wheeler  of 
Ward  10,  Pratt  of  Ward  21,  Ward  of  Ward  7. 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  for  a  choice 31 

John  P.  Healv 52 

Win.  K.  Whail 1 

Wm.  B.  F.  Whall 1 

John  H.  Burke 1 

Chas.  W.  Donohoe 1 

Edward  J.  Jenkins 1 

Lewis  K.  Vincent 1 

R.  W.  Hurley 2 

Ineligible 2 

Blank 1 

Mr.  Healy  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Superintendent  of  Public  La?ids.      Committee — 
Messrs.  Austin  of  Ward  11,  Viles  of  Ward  8,  Dona- 
hoe of  Ward  15. 

Whole  number  of  votes 64 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

Jerome  S.  McDonald 3 

Robert  W.  Hall 9 

Charles  S.  Perham 52 

Mr.  Perham  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
Sent  up. 

Sunerintenclent  of  Streets.  Committee— Messrs. 
Swift  of  Ward  9,  Bailey  of  Ward  4,  McLaughlin 
of  Ward  6. 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  for  a  choice 28 

Charles'  Cutler 1 

Frank  L.Wells.... 1 

Charles  Harrised 1 

Charles  Harris 52 

Mr.  Harris  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
Report  nominating  William  Doogue  as  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2,  this 
subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing at  sy2  P.  M. 

INCORPORATION    OF    THE    CITY    HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  S  P.  M.,  viz.,  order  to  petition  for 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  City 
Hospital. 

[This  assignment  was  incorrectly  reported  in 
the  proceeding's  of  the  last  meeting  as  incorpora- 
tion of  the  Public  Library.] 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Perkins— This  matter,  if  you  will  remember, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
with  instructions  to  give  a  public  hearing.  They 
have  done  so,  and  I  understand  are  ready  to  re- 
port tonight.  In  order  that  they  may  do  so,  and 
that  the  report  and  this  order  may  be  considered 
together,  1  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  an  act  incorporating:  the 
Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  having  considered 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


the  subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port : 

This  subject  was  considered  by  the  City  Council 
of  last  year,  and  an  order  was  introduced  re- 
questing the  Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  incor- 
porating the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  upon 
the  same  basis  as  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  are  now  incorporated.  The  order  was  re- 
committed, and  came  to  your  committee  among 
the  unfinished  business  of  last  year. 

In  order  to  call  out  a  full  expression  of  opinion 
upon  the  subject  the  committee  gave  a  public 
hearing,  and  invited  the  attendance  of  all  per- 
sons interested.  A  number  of  persons  appeared 
in  favor  of  the  change,  and  only  two  in  opposi- 
tion. The  weight  of  opinion  and  evidence  was 
entirely  in  favor  of  incorporating  the  Trustees, 
and  it  came  mainly  from  those  whose  profession 
makes  them  best  acquainted  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  hospital,  and  whose  interest  in  the 
institution  renders  it  impossible  that  they  would 
advocate  any  measure  which  they  did  not  firmly 
believe  to  be  for  its  welfare.  The  medical  and 
surgical  staff  of  the  hospital,  and  a  majority  of 
the  present  Board  of  Trustees,  are  also  strongly 
in  favor  of  the  change, 

The  proposition  is  to  reduce  the  number  and 
lengthen  the  terms  of  the  trustees,  and  to  enable 
them  to  hold  real  and  personal  property  in  the 
name  of  the  institution. 

The  board  as  at  present  constituted  consists  of 
nine  trustees,  three  of  whom  are  elected  annually 
from  the  City  Council,  to  serve  for  one  year,  and 
two  elected  annually  from  the  citizens  at  large,  to 
serve  for  three  years.  The  terms  of  a  majority  of 
the  board,  therefore,  expire  annually. 

It  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  number  of  trustees 
to  seven,  two  to  be  elected  from  the  City  Council 
annually,  to  serve  for  one  year,  and  one  to  be  ap- 
pointed'annually  by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by 
the  City  Council,  to  serve  for  five  years.  Under 
this  arrangement  the  terms  of  but  three  -trustees 
would  expire  annually. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  the  change  are  that 
with  a  smaller  board  there  will  be  greater  harmo- 
ny, and  therefore  more  efficiency;  that  the  longer 
terms  will  enable  the  trustees  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  the  business  of  the  institution , 
and,  therefore,  more  capable  of  appreciating  its 
necessities  and  intelligently  administering  its 
affairs;  and  that  it  secures  an  adherence  to  well- 
established  methods  and  settled  lines  of  policy, 
which  are  essential  for  the  successful  workings  of 
an  institution  of  this  character. 

Under  the  present  system  it  is  possible; — and, 
indeed,  it  so  happened  in  1879,— to  elect  a  majority 
of  new  members  in  one  year,  and  the  system  of 
management  is,  therefore,  liable  to  be  suddenly 
changed,  much  to  the  detriment  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

It  is  also  claimed  that  incorporating  the  trustees 
will  tend  to  increase  the  number  of  donations 
and  bequests  to  the  hospital.  This  is,  of  course, 
to  a  great  extent,  conjectural;  but,  judging  from 
the  experience  of  similar  institutions,  which  are 
largely,  and  in  many  cases  wholly,  supported  by 
private  charity,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why 
the  City  Hospital  should  not  be  the  recipient  of 
private  bounty,  when  the  donors  are  satisfied  that 
their  intentions  will  be  carried  out  and  the  trusts 
administered  by  a  board  which  is  not  liable  to 
frequent  changes  from  the  causes  which  often 
control  municipal  affairs. 

The  City  Council  will  have  the  same  control 
over  the  institution  under  the  new  system  as  it 
does  under  the  old,  the  only  difference  being  that 
it  will  lose  one  representative  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  The  act  will  provide,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Public  Library,  that  the  rules  and  regulations 
made  by  the  trustees  for  the  government  of  the 
hospital  shall  be  subject,  at  all  times,  to  such 
limitations,  restrictions  and  amendments,  as  the 
City  Council  may  direct,  and  that  the  expendi- 
tures shall  not  exceed  the  sums  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  by  the  City  Council. 

The  warmest  friends'  of  the  City  Hospital  agree 
that  the  change  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  institu- 
tion. Great  reliance  is  placed  upon  the  opinions 
of  the  physicians  and  surgeons  who  appeared  at 
the  hearing,  whose  professional  interest  in  the 
hospital  would  naturally  incline  them  to  conserva- 
tism, and  lead  them  to  oppose  any  changes 
which  they  did  not  believe  were  necessary  and 
desirable.  They  were  unanimously  in  favor  of 
the  change,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  measure  was  not  supported  by  any 
evidence  which  would  weigh  against  the  testimo- 
ny offere*  in  favor  of  it.     The   committee  are 


therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that 
the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  should  be  incor- 
porated, and  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  order. 

Charles  H.  B.  Bbeck. 
George  L.  Thorndike. 
Charles  V.  Whitten. 
Charles  'Wheeler. 
George  A.  Fisher. 
William  F.  Wharton. 
Andrew  J.  Bailey. 

Majority  of  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  present 
session,  for  the  passage  of  an  act  incorporating 
the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  upon  the  same 
plan  as  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  are 
now  incorporated. 

Minority  Report. 

The  request  for  an  act  of  incorporation  of  the 
trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  presents  two  ques- 
tions to  the  City  Council.  First,  should  the  num- 
ber of  trustees  and  their  terms  of  office  be 
changed?  Secondly,  should  this  be  done  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  or  by  ordinance? 

The  following  extracts  from  the  evidence  taken 
by  your  committee  on  Jan.  30, 1880,  may  be  of  ser- 
vice in  forming  an  opinion  on  the  subject; 

Dr.  S.  A.  Green  testified  as  follows  as  to  the 
change  desired : 

Q. — Dr.  Green,  do  I  understand  you  to  say  you 
consider  it  essential,  as  your  argument  would 
seem  to  imply,  that  this  incorporation  should  be 
placed  upon  the  same  basis  as  that  of  the  Public 
Library,  namely,  there  shall  be  five  members 
chosen  to  hold  office  each  for  five  years,  and  only 
two  from  the  City  Council  ? 

A. — Yes;  and  that  there  shall  be  a  governing 
board  of  seven  instead  of  nine,  so  that  there 
might  be  only  three  new  ones  in  any  one  year. 

Dr.  Ingalls  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Sprague  testified  that 
they  thought  a  board  of  twelve  members  too 
large.  Dr.  Wheelock  and  Dr.  Cotting  thought 
that  seven  would  be  a  good  working  number. 

It  may  be  assumed  that  the  medical  witnesses 
want  not  only  a  change,  but  have  fixed  upon  the 
standard  which  they  deem  satisfactory;  that  is  a 
board  of  five  members  holding  office  for  five 
years  (one  being  chosen  annually)  and  with  them 
two  members  of  the  City  Council  chosen  annually ; 
in  all  seven  members. 

So  much  for  the  change  desired;  now  for  the 
reasons  alleged.  It  was  urged,  first  and  mainly, 
that  by  the  present  plan,  with  nine  members  (six 
at  large  serving  three  years  each,  and  three  an- 
nually from  the  City  Council)  it  was  possible  that 
in  some  jear,  five  members— or  a  majority— might 
be  new  men;  and  by  the  new  plan  only  three  out 
of  seven  could  be  new. 

The  new  plan  was  therefore  held  to  add  to  the 
stability  of  the  management. 

Secondly,  some  evidence  was  given  that  if  incor- 
porated the  hospital  would  be  more  likely  to  re- 
ceive bequests.  One  case  alone  was  mentioned 
where  $2000  was  lost  from  want  of  an  incorpora- 
tion. 

The  third  reason  can  best  be  shown  by  the  evi- 
dence. Dr.  Ingalls  testified,  "The  only  idea  I 
should  have  about  the  incorporation  would  be 
that  the  Board  of  Trustees  would  be  more  perma- 
nent and  we  should  hold  a  more  respectable  posi- 
tion in  the  eyes  of  medical  officers  of  other  hospi- 
tals." 

Dr.  Cotting  testified,  "Gentlemen  who  are  ap- 
pointed members  of  any  body  for  sufficiently  long 
terms,  for  their  knowledge,  standing,  ability, 
time  and  interest  in  such  matters,  whatever  that 
matter  may  be,  where  they  are  united  in  a  body 
they  have  a  certain  esprit  du  corps  and  feeling 
that  their  body  must  be  sustained  and  made  re- 
spectable and  honorable.  I  think  a  board  of  trus- 
tees so  appointed,  even  if  they  were  for  life,would 
be  stronger  in  every  way  than  when  appointed 
for  a  year  or  two,  with  a  chance  of  being  turned 
out  for  no  reason.  The  institutions  that  have 
thrived  best  in  the  vicinity  are  those  where  the 
trustees  have  been  appointed  for  an  indefinite 
term  of  years.  The  best  school  in  this  vicinity  is 
under  a  self-appointed  board  of  trustees." 

No  other  reasons  were  urged,  and  it  was  con- 
ced3d  that  there  had  so  far  been  no  injury  caused 
by  the  old  system,  though  inconveniences  had 
been  felt.  That  is  to  say,  the  hospital  thus  far  is 
a  success.  Dr.  Cowles,  the  late  superintendent, 
testified— "The  City  Hospital  certainly  stands  the 
equal  of  any  institution  of  its  kind,  and  superior 
to  most  in  its  fitness  for  the  special  purpose  for 
which  it  is  designed." 
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Secondly,  although  a  majority  of  the  members 
may  be  new  in  any  one  yeari  but  one  instance  was 
recalled  where  it  had  happened.  The  fact  is  that 
the  members  serving  from  the  City  Council  have 
often  been  elected  "at  large"  after  their  official 
term  expired.  Besides,  as  the  Council  members 
take  office  in  February  and  the  two  new  members 
"at  large"  in  May,  the  former  have  had 
three  months  in  which  to  learn  Jtheir  duties. 
What  these  duties  are  was  not  explained  to  your 
committee. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Sprague  testified  as  follows:  "I  have 
been  elected  a  year  and  a  half.  I  was  first  elected 
from  the  Common  Council." 

Question— And  you  still  feel  you  have  consid- 
erable to  learn '? 

Answer— I  think  I  have  much  to  learn,  and 
that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  think  it  would  be 
a  good  idea  to  incorporate  the  hospital. 

Q.— Do  you  think  your  attendance  upon  those 
duties  would  average  one  half  a  day  in  the  week 
during  the  year  ? 

A. — It  is  very  difficult  to  make  an  average.  I 
don't*  care  to  do  it.  It  would  be  a  simple 
guess. 

Q. — I  should  think  you  could  form  an  opinion 
as  to  that  ? 

A.— I  don't  know.  I  spend  a  good  deal  of  time 
in  matters  that  come  up  here  and  there.  But  as 
to  actually  going  up  to  the  hospital,  I  don't  think 
it  does.  But  it  is  a  matter  I  don't  care  to  express 
an  opinion  about. 

Possibly  in  this  case,  and  in  all  others,  a  greater 
diligence' in  learning  might  shorten  the  time  re- 
quired for  understanding  the  duties.  At  all 
events,  after  three  months'  service  the  Council 
members  ought  not  to  be  considered  entirely  new. 

The  following  information  was  given  as'to  the 
actual  control  of  affairs.  Dr.  Cowles  states  as 
follows: 

Q. — Was  it  or  was  it  not  a  fact  that  the  mem- 
bers who  represented  the  City  Government,  and 
were  in  for  a  year  only,  as  a  rule  were  put  on  the 
less  important  committees  ? 

A. — I  can  only  say  from  my  own  knowledge,  for 
any  reason  in  that  matter,  that  I  don't  think  it 
was  a  rule  that  members  from  the  Government 
were  put  on  important  committees.  Again  he 
says — The  chairman  of  the  important  committees 
consisted  of  those  gentlemen  who  were  for  a 
longer  time  connected  with  the  board. 

Dr.  M.  F.  Gavin,  a  trustee  and  former  member 
of  the  medical  staff,  testified  as  follows : 

Q. — What  powers  do  the  medical  staff  have  ? 

A. — The  medical  staff  have  no  power  at  all  as  re- 
gards the  management  of  the  hospital. 

Q. — I  mean  in  regard  to  the  control  of  the  inte- 
rior management  of  the  hospital  ? 

A.— They  have  a  great  deal,  sir,  whatever  they 
may  suggest. 

Q.— Don't  they  have  nearly  the  entire  control 
of  it? 

A.— Yes,  sir,  I  should  say  they  have,  subject  to 
the  trustees. 

Q. — I  mean,  how  does  it  work? 

A. — I  can  hardly  answer  the  question.  The  hos- 
pital in  a  certain  sense  runs  itself. 

Q. — Do  the  trustees  appoint  the  medical  staff? 

A. — Yes,  sir. 

Q.—  Does  that  have  to  meet  the  approval  of  the 
superintendent  ? 

A. — No,  sir.  He  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
When  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the  medical  staff  they 
generally  send  in  a  name. 

Q. — It  is  exclusive  of  homoeopaths  ? 

A. — Yes,  sir. 

A.— The  name  is  sent  in  and  the  practice  has 
been  to  elect  them  almost  invariably. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  elect  one  who  was  not  recom- 
mended ? 

A. — Yes,  sir;  it  has  been  so  in  the  case  of  one 
member  of  the  staff  at  present. 

So  in  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Gay — 

"The  members  of  the  staff  are  appointed  every 
year,  but  practically  we  hold  our  positions  for 
life,  or  as  long  as  we  wish  them.  There  is  no 
application  for  appointment  made;  we  simply 
get  our  appointment  every  year  as  a  matter  of 
course." 

Dr.  Cotting  also  states — 

"The  members  of  the  staff  being  there  is  a  bene- 
fit to  the  institution,  and  it  is  beneficial  to  them 
in  practice." 

By  the  last  report  of  the  trustees,  dated  April 
30, 1879,  it  seems  that  the  expenditures  were  as 
follows : 


$125,521 
Of  tills  amount  the  division  was  abut  as 
follows . 

Food  and  supplies ,$59,500 

Repairs,  etc 25,500 

Medical  supplies 10,000 

Salaries 30,500 

#125,000 

It  would  seem  that  the  knowledge  required  to 
buy  the  supplies  or  to  direct  these  repairs  and 
building  operations  may  be  acquired  by  the  trus- 
tees prior  to  their  election  rather  than  during 
their  term  of  service.  The  election  of  competent 
business  men  1 1  disburse  this  great  annual  grant 
would  seem  to  be  more  essential  than  any  discus- 
sion about  their  number  or  the  length  of  their 
terms. 

Lastly,  as  to  the  question  whether  any  change 
in  the  number  and  terms  of  the  trustees,  if  de- 
cided upon,  should  be  effected  by  ordinance  or  by 
statute,  we  have  some  remarkable  evidence 
given. 

The  act  establishing  the  hospital  is  ample  for 
all  purposes.  It  is  chapter  113  of  acts  of  1858,  and 
reads  thus:  "Sect.  2.  The  City  Council  of  said 
city  shall  have  power  to  make  such  ordinances, 
rules  and  regulations  as  they  may  deem  expedi- 
ent for  the  appointment  of  trustees  and  all  other 
necessary  officers,  agents  and  servants  for  man- 
aging the  said  hospital." 

The  witnesses  were  asked  especially  why  an  or- 
dinance for  the  change,  if  decided  upon,  would 
not  be  ample. 

Dr.  Green  testified  as  follows: 

"1  take  it  that  this  same  question  is  now  at  stake 
in  regard  to  the  City  Hospital.  Under  an  incor- 
poration the  institution  is  less  liable  to  be  affect- 
ed by  the  changes  taking  place  here  in  City  Hall. 
If  party  feeling  should  run  high,  and  the  live  old 
members  be  turned  out,  and  five  new  members  be 
put  in  under  the  excitement  of  the  occasion,  I 
don't  say  it  would  be,  but  it  might  be  possible  to 
bring  about  i  complete  change  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  jrnstitutiou,  which,  from  the  mere 
suddenness  of  the  change,  might  prove  detri- 
mental." 

Again  he  states : 

Q.— Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
Public  Library  would  run  any  risk  of  being  sacri- 
ficed by  the  majority  ?  In  other  words,  do  you 
consider  that  this  fear  of  an  uncertainty  about 
the  Library  had  any  sound  basis  ? 

A.— Yes.    I  do  think  it  had  some  basis. 

Q. — Do  you  think  there  is  danger? 

A.— I  do  not  say  there  is  danger.  Looking  ahead 
for  years,  there  might  be  danger.  As  it  has  been 
during  the  past  twentv  years,  since  it  has 
been  in  existence,  and  perhaps  in  the  next  ten 
years,  perhaps  there  is  no  danger.  But  looking 
ahead,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  high 
state  of  feeling  which  sometimes  prevails  in  poli- 
tics, I  think  it  is  possible  that  some  change  might 
be  made  in  the  government  of  the  board  that 
would  be  prejudicial  and  highly  detrimental  to 
its  interests. 

Q-— Do  you  consider  it  essential  to  make  this 
statute,  in  order  to  prevent  the  people  from  hold- 
ing their  own  property  ? 

A.— If  the  people  considered  it  their  own  prop- 
erty, they  would  not  do  it. 

Again — 

Q.— In  other  words,  it  comes  back  to  the  same 
argument,  that  the  City  Government  might  wish 
to  do  certain  things,  and  if  it  had  n't  the  power  to 
do  it,  the  harm  would  not  ensue  ? 

A. — Yes,  sir. 

Dr.  Cowles  testified  as  follows: 

Q- — I  don't  know  whether  you  have  any  state- 
ment to  make  of  the  reason  for  applying  to  have 
it  done  by  law? 

A.— I  can  think  of  no  reason  except  that  action 
should  be  taken  to  give  it  the  most  permanency. 

Q.— It  merely  follows  out  the  same  idea  ex- 
pressed by  Dr.  Green,  that  an  emergency  might 
happen  when  the  representatives  of  the  people  in 
the  City  Council  might  desire  to  do  something 
which  would  be  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
trustees,  and  it  would  be  best  to  put  the  power  as 
far  away  from  them  as  possible.  Have  you  seen 
anything  in  your  connection  with  the  hospital  to 
doubt  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  very  proud  of  it 
and  intends  to  keep  it  tip  ? 

A.— I  have  never  heard  anything  except  that 
which  leads  me  to  believe  in  the  probable  eontin- 
ance  of  the  charity. 

Dr.  Cheever  said— 
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Q.— Why  should  we  go  to  the  Legislature  and 
appeal  for  their  cooperation  In  making  a  1  aw  for 
the  regulation  of  the  hospital,  when  we  can  do  it 
ourselves  ? 

A. — In  order  to  prevent  any  liability  of  changes 
in  the  future. 

Dr.  Blake  testified  thus : 

Q. — Now,  supposing  after  this  plan  was  carried 
out  and  the  change  had  been  made  by  law,  taking 
away  the  power  trom  the  city  of  Boston  and  its 
representatives  to  manage  their  own  charities  as 
they  saw  fit,— whether  right  or  badly— supposing 
some  day  the  official  trustees  come  to  us  and  say 
we  want  an  increase  of  thirty  per  cent,  over  last 
year's  appropriation;  or,  supposing  they  come  to 
us  with  a  statement  that  they  need  the  "money,  as 
the  School  Board  have  recently  done;  now,  what 
control  has  the  City  Council  got  worth  talking 
about,  except  to  vote  the  money  ? 

A. — Suppose  the  City  Hospital  asked  for  a  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  the  City  Government 
chose  to  cut  the  amount  down  after  certain  con- 
tracts had  been  made,  I  don't  think  the  trustees 
could  do  very  well  other  than  to  keep  to  their 
word. 

The  preceding  part  of  the  minority  report  is 
mainly  composed  of  the  evidence  given  by  the 
medical  staff.  It  does  not  disclose  any  real  de- 
fect in  the  existing  system,  but  shows  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  that  irresponsible  though  most  influ- 
ential body — the  medical  staff — to  get  the  control 
of  the  hospital  into  the  hands  of  a  few  trustees, 
chosen  for  long  terms. 

The  complaint  is  made  that  frequent  changes 
are-  made  in  the  trustees.  But  this  is  really  a 
complaint  against  the  idea  that  the  City  Council 
is  to  exercise  any  control  over  the  hospital.  We 
know  that  official  members  chosen  from  the  an- 
nual City  Government  must  be  changed  often. 
Every  branch  of  our  city  affairs  can  make  the 
same  complaint.  Our  streets,  sewers,  commons, 
health  department  and  county  affairs  are  all  ad- 
ministered by  annual  committees,  of  which  the 
majority  may  be  and  often  are  new  to  the  work 
each  January, 

It  may  be  that  this  is  a  defect  in  our  plan: 
but  if  so,  does  not  the  remedy  lie  in  sup- 
pressing these  official  and  changeable  trus- 
tees? Might  it  not  be  simpler  and  wiser 
to  have  no  members  of  the  City  Council  as 
trustees,  but  to  have  six  or  more  trustees 
elected  at  large,  holding  office  for  three  years, 
and  having  one-third  only  changed  each  year'.' 
Would  it  not  be  sufficient  to  have  an  annual  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Government,  in  addition  to 
these  trustees,  empowered  to  examine  into  the 
expenditures  of  money,  but  not  interfering  with 
the  details  of  the  management  of  the  hospital  ? 
This  would  give  the  stability  asked  for,  and  it 
would  be  a  logical  system,  if  the  time  has  come  to 
take  the  control  of  this  branch  of  the  city  work 
from  the  City  Council. 

I  must  state  that  I  do  not  yet  see  any  case  made 
out  for  a  change.  Yet  an  inquiry  on  this  particu- 
lar point  might  show  sufficient  reasons.  The  city 
spends  about  §120,000  yearly  for  this  object.,  and 
it  would  seem  as  if  the  agents  who  disburse  this 
vast  sum  should  be  most  directly  responsible  to 
the  taxpayers.  A  trustee  elected  for  five  years, 
not  by  a  popular  vote,  but  by  a  secret  ballot,  is 
about  the  least  responsible  agent  known  to  our 
political  system.  It  certainly  cannot  be  claimed 
that  if  the  present  plan  of  choosing  trustees  be 
imperfect,  the  best  plan  is  necessarily  that  now 
in  process  of  trial  at  the  Public  Library. 

And  it  must  be  conceded  that  no  reasons  were 
given  for  an  incorporation  by  a  special  act  of  the 
Legislature.  The  City  Council  has  full  powers 
now  to  make  any  changes  and  to  try  any  plans.  It 
can  correct  any  mistakes  or  add  tresh  powers  to 
the  board;  and'  it  can  do  this  in  any  season  of  the 
year.  But  an  act  of  the  Legislature  can  be 
amended  only  onee  in  a  year,  and  its  restrictions 
or  errors  must  be  endured  for  a  twelvemonth.  The 
idea  so  frankly  confessed  by  the  witnesses,  that 
they  want  an  act  because  it  cannot  he  changed, 
ought  not  to  lind  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  City 
Council.  We  are  chosen  annually  to  do  our  duty 
for  the  time  being,  and  not  to  try  to  fetter  our 
successors  in  the  performance  of  the  same  trusts 
hereafter. 

For  the  above  reasons  I  venture  to  suggest  the 
following  order  and  resolve  as  a  substitute  for  the 
conclusion  of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

William  H.  Whitmoke, 
Of  the  Common  Council. 


Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  ask  for  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  as  the  City  Council  already  possesses  full 
powers  to  regulate  the  number  of  trustees  and 
their  term  of  office. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Ordinances  be  instructed  to  consider  and  report 
as  speedily  as  possible  what  changes,  if  any,  are 
needed  in'the  constitution  of  the  said  Board  of 
Trustees,  in  order  to  add  to  the  stability  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  management  of  the  said' City  Hos- 
pital. 

Mr.  Fisher— As  the  document  is  somewhat 
lengthy,  I  move  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table 
until  the  next  meeting  and  printed,  together 
with  the  evidence  submitted  at  the  hearing. 
When  this  subject  came  before  the  last  City  Gov- 
ernment, the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred 
gave  a  patient  hearing  to  all  interested,  who  ap- 
peared for  and  against  it.  The  evidence  was  not 
printed,  and  when  the  subject  came  up  in  the 
Council  for  action,  the  minority  report  (against 
incorporation)  was  substituted  for  the,  ma- 
jority (in  favor  of  it),  and  adopted  by 
a  vote  of  32  to  29.  If  the  evidence  then  submitted 
could  have  been  printed,  I  think  the  result  would 
have  been  different.  This  year  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  gave  anotherg  hearing,  which  was 
quite  largely  attended.  Dr.  Cowles,  formerly  Su- 
perintendent of  the  hospital  for  a  number  of 
years;  a  large  number  of  the  gentle  men  consti- 
tuting the  medical  staff  of  the  hospital;  a  gentle- 
man who  was  a  representative  of  the  Common 
Council  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  two  years, 
and  who  has  since  been  one  of  the  Trustees  at 
large  for  nearly  two  years,  all  appeared  before  the 
committee  and  were  in  favor  of  incorporation.  This 
time  the  evidence  was  carefully  taken,  and  it  seems 
desirable  that  it  should  be  printed,  in  order  that 
every  member  of  the  Council  may  know  what  we 
are  voting  upon  when  the  orders  come  up  for 
action.  The  evidence  is  interesting  and  import- 
ant. It  expresses  the  opinions  of  men  who,  from 
their  long  experience,  know  what  are  the  needs 
and  requirements  of  this  great  charity.  I  hope 
this  evidence  will  be  printed,  so  that  every  mem- 
ber will  have  an  opportunity  to  read  it,  and  then 
we  shall  be  able  to  vote  understandingly. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  don't  know  that  I 
have  any  objections  to  the  suggestion  that  .the 
report  be  printed,  and  the  reasons  for  so  doing- 
have  already  been  stated.  I  think  the  final  dispo- 
sition of  the  matter  last  year  was  a  recommittal 
to  the  committee.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman,  that  the  matter  be  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  8 
o'clock,  instead  of  being  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Fisher— I  have  no  objections  to  that.  From 
the  report  on  page  221,  it  appears  that  the  minor- 
itv  report  was  substituted  for  that  cf  the  major- 
ity, on  motion  of  Mr.  Barry,  by  a  yea  and  hay 
vote  of  32  to  29. 

Mr.  Perkins — I  have  no  objection  whatever  to 
the  further  assignment,  and  will  favor  it  if  the 
Council  will  vote  to  print  the  evidence  given  be- 
fore the  committee. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  8  P.  M.,  next  meeting, 
and  mint,  prevailed.  Subsequently  a  motion  to 
reconsider  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail,  was  lost. 

SCHOOL    COMMITTEE. 

Request  of  School  Committee  that  the  Cottage- 
place  Schoolhouse  be  repaired  at  the  expense  of 
Mrs.  Pauline  A.  Shaw,  and  its  use  granted  to  her 
for  a  kindergarten  school. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
of  surrender  of  the  Milldam  Primary  School 
building,  that  board  having  no  further  use  for  it. 

Request  of  School  Committee  that  a,  safe  or 
vault  for  the  preservation  of  school  books  be  con- 
structed in  the  Mason-street  building. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction.    Sent  up. 

DECORATION  OF  THE  ABMY  AND  NAVY  MONUMENT 
ON  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  presented  a  request 
from  Post  113,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  for 
permission  to  decorate  the  Army  and  Navy  Mon- 
ument on  Boston  Common  on  Decoration  Day, 
and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  don't  know  that  it  is 
in  order  to  say  anything  upon  this  subject  at 
present,  but  there  is  one  matter  I  should  like  to 
suggest  to  that  committee,  because,  in  my  judg- 
ment, those    parties   who    have    heretofore  had 
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charge  of  the  decoration  of  the  monuments  have 
been  allowed  to  do  so  in  such  a  manner  as  to  en- 
danger them.  I  hope  such  measures  will  be  taken 
this  year  that  no  permission  will  be  given  to 
any  one  to  decorate  these  monuments  who 
will  put  them  in  danger  of  being  injured 
in  any  manner.  I  have  in  my  mind  the 
monument  in  the  Charlestown  District.  Parties 
have  been  allowed  to  climb  upon  the  figures, 
which  are  made  of  granite.  If  any  weight  should 
be  put  upon  them  sufficient  to  break  one  of  the 
figures,  it  would  be  past  repair.  I  have  seen  peo- 
ple standing  upon  those  figures,  to  decorate  them 
with  bouquets.  So  with  the  monument  upon  the 
Common.  I  have  seen  them  decorated  with  a 
string  of  evergreens;  and  if  there  should  be  a 
particle  of  iron  wire,  which  is  used  to  fasten  the 
bunches  together,  touch  the  monument,  it  would 
be  stained  past  repair.  I  hope  some  means  will 
be  taken  to  prevent  those  who  decorate  this  mon- 
ument from  injuring  it  past  repair. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Wark  17 — I  believe  this  same 
Post  decoraied  the  Army  and  Navy  Monument 
last  year,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  any  injury  to 
it.  They  had  particular  instructions  that  nothing 
should  be  done  to  injure  or  stain  the  monument 
in  any  way,  and  I  believe  all  the  decorations  were 
taken  down  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  I  doD't 
believe  there  will  be  any  danger  this  year. 

Mr.  Bailey— If  I  thought  there  was  any  danger 
of  decorating  them  this  year  the  same  as  last 
year,  I  should  vote  against  the  order.  I  am  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  but 
at  the  same  time  I  must  condemn  the  careless 
manner  in  which  some  of  these  monuments  have 
been  decorated.  If  you  allow  evergreens  to  be 
fastened  around  the  shaft,  as  was  one  last  year, 
and  droop  down,  and  if  it  should  remain  there 
past  one  storm  the  monument  would  be  injured 
past  repair.  No  monument  should  be  decorated 
where  anything  is  to  remain  upon  it.  One  monu- 
ment was  decorated  some  years  ago  with  large 
vases  placed  in  front  of  it.  No  decoration 
was  more  beautiful  than  the  one  of  that  year. 
Nothing  was  allowed  to  touch  the  monument.  In 
my  judgment  nothing  should  be  allowed  to  touch 
the  monument  in  any  way.  Of  course  no  injury 
was  done  last  year,  because  if  there  had  been, 
everybody's  attention  would  have  been  called  to 
it.  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  see  that  no 
decoration  will  take  place  so  that  any  injury  can 
be  done. 

Mr.  Perkins — I  agree  with  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
attaching  wreaths  or  anything  of  that  kind  to  the 
monument.  I  believe  that  nothing  of  the  kind 
should  be  done.  I  believe  the  Grand  Army  can 
decorate  that  monument  so  it  will  be  pleasing  to 
the  citizens,  and  without  placing  anything  upon 
it.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  is  the  idea  of  the 
post  which  has  applied  for  this  permission. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5 — This  same  question  has 
come  before  the  Committee  on  Common  during 
the  two  years  I  have  been  a  member.  While  it 
has  been  the  disposition  to  give  the  widest  lati- 
tude, still  they  don't  forget  there  is  danger.  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  that  there 
is  danger  of  staining  the  monument  if  those  ever- 
greens are  placed  there.  I  understood  it  was 
done  so  in  Charlestown,  and  reported  them  once, 
to  have  them  removed.  It  was  a  ticklish  matter  to 
have  them  taken  away;  but  still  we  had  them  taken 
away  in  due  time.  But  I  agree  that  in  this  cli- 
mate there  is  great  danger,  and  I  am  glad  the 
matter  has  been  brought  before  the  Committee 
on  Common.  But  they  can  be  decorated  very 
well  in  a  manner  from  which  there  will  be  no 
danger  whatever,  and  as  one  of  the  committee  it 
will  l>e  my  disposition  to  hinder  anything  that 
will  be  of  the  least  danger  to  these  monuments. 
They  have  cost  a  great  amount  of  money,  and  we 
all  take  pride  in  them.  While  we  want  to  give  all 
the  latitude  in  decoration  we  can,  but  still  there 
is  a  limit,  and  I  think  the  committee  will  look 
pretty  close  to  that  point. 

Mr"  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  move  to  amend,  that  it 
be  referred,  with  instructions  to  consider  whether 
it  is  expedient  to  allow  statues  to  be  decorated. 
For  my  part  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  why 
public  monuments  should  be  decorated  at  all.  It 
seems  like  decorating  a  decoration.  They  are 
sufficient  decorations  themselves,  and  if  they  be 
artistic  ornaments,  anything  decorating  them  is 
inartistic.  I  would  like  to  have  the  committee 
consider  that  question  before  allowing  them  to  be 
decorated. 

Mr.  Pratt's  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the 


request  was  referred  to  the  committee  with  the 
instructions.    Sent  up. 

THE  PROPOSED  NEW  BRIDGE  TO  CHARLESTOWN. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5  presented  the  following 
memorial  from  the  Charlestown  Trade  and  Im- 
provement Association : 

The  Charlestown  Trade  and  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation respectfully  submits  the  following  memo- 
rial, embodying  the  views  of  the  citizens  of 
Charlestown  and  especially  those  representing 
the  business  and  property  interests,  setting  forth 
the  urgent  need  of  the  district  for  immediate  im- 
provement of  its  bridge  communication  with  the 
city  proper. 

Charlestown,  in  common  with  the  adjacent 
towns  and  cities  containing  a  population  rising 
200,000  people,  which  aggregate  is  rapidlv  increas- 
ing, is  obliged  to  depend  for  its  communication 
with  the  business  centres  of  Boston  upon  the 
Warren  and  Charles  River  bridges. 

These  two  bridges  are  very  narrow. 

The  draw  on  the  one  and  the  roadway  on  the 
other  are  seriously  defective. 

They  are  rendered  to  a  large  degree  unavailable 
by  the  frequent  and  annually  increasing  interrup- 
tions at  the  draw. 

A  still  more  serious  obstacle  interferes  with 
travel,  viz.,  the  freight  railways  at  each  end  of 
the  bridge  avenues;  and  provision  is  being  made, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  authorities,  for  the  im- 
mediate increase  of  traffic  over  these  railways  to 
such  an  extent  as  will  practically  cut  off,  for  a 
good  portion  of  the  time,  any  communication 
whatever,  by  means  of  any  such  bridges  as  now 
exist. 

The  previous  habit,  in  the  discussion  of  the  ne- 
cessities for  improvement  in  our  avenues  of  com- 
munication with  Boston,  has  been  to  speak  as  if 
the  question  involved  only  the  limited  interest  of 
the  people  and  business  of  Charlestown  District, 
whereas,  from  its  very  position,  Charlestown  can 
only  share  in  the  facilities  afforded  with  the  large 
population  of  rising  200,000  people  in  the  adjacent 
towns  and  cities  within  ten  miles. 

These  towns  and  cities  are  rapidly  increasing  in 
population,  business  enterprise  and  local  manu- 
factories, so  that  the  occupation  of  and  travel 
over  our  thoroughfares  portends  for  the  future 
an  arithmetical  increase  over  the  past. 

The  flats  and  borders  of  Charlestown  are  being 
largely  occupied  by  freight  yards  and  depots,  a 
thing  of  quite  recent  date.  An  enormous  exten- 
sion is  being  rapidly  carried  forward,  and  vastly 
greater  assured  for  the  near  future. 

The  cartage  and  heavy  trucking  of  this  great 
railway  traffic  largely  monopolizes  the  Warren 
Bridge  at  the  present  time. 

The  following  statistics,  as  given  below,  are 
tolerably  accurate  and  convey  a  good  idea  of  the 
present  use  of  the  bridges: 

Street  railways  connecting  with  towns  repre- 
senting a  population  of  150,000  people,  make  1058 
passages  across  daily. 

Coaches  make  624  passages  daily. 

Vehicles  passing  in  twelve  consecutive  hours  on 
Jan.  10,  1880,  8746! 

Foot  passengers,  same  day,  15,308. 

Passengers  in  public  and  private  conveyances 
same  day,  39,000. 

During  the  year  1879,  the  draws  were  off  6800 
and  8000  times  respectively,  on  the  Charles  River 
and  Warren  bridges. 

Showing  an  increase  in  interruptions  of  this 
kind  over  the  previous  year  of  1296. 

This  enormous  tide  of  travel  and  business  is 
subjected  to  the  annoyance  and  delay  of  interrup- 
tion to  direct  communication  with  the  city  prop- 
er, by  freight  trains  passing  across  each  end  of 
the  bridge,  by  the  opening  of  the  draws,  and  by 
the  blockades  caused  thereby. 

The  immense  cost  of  these  hinderances  to  busi- 
ness by  loss  of  time  can  be  readily  understood  by 
business  men,  and  the  effect  in  retarding  the 
growth  and  in  decreasing  the  value  of  taxable 
property  places  this  district  at  a  great  disadvan- 
tage, and  is  an  almost  effectual  barrier  to  its  ob- 
taining its  natural  share  in  the  increase  in  wealth 
and  population. 

Thus  while  Charlestown  is  in  close  proximity  to 
the  great  business  centres,  being  more  conve- 
niently situated  than  any  other  suburb,  the  great 
advantages  of  its  position  are  nullified  by  the 
inefficiency  of  its  communication  with  Boston. 

Superior  opportunities  for  rapid  growth  are  af- 
forded, land  being  available  for  more  than  1500 
dwellings,  capable  of  accommodating  an  increase 
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of  population  numbering  15,000  people  of  all 
classes,  which  would  add  a  taxable  value  estimat- 
ed at  $8,000,000.  No  flats  or  filled  land  are  includ- 
ed in  this  class. 

An  equal  amount  is  available  for  buildings 
adapted  for  manufacturing  and  mercantile  pur- 
poses, convenient  to  wharves  and  railroads,whlch 
would  add  a  further  taxable  value  estimated  at 
$7,000,000. 

All  this  land  is  situated  within  an  average  dis- 
tance of  one  and  one-half  miles  from  State  street, 
and  when  even  flats  and  filled  lands,  far  inferior 
in  location  as  regards  sanitary  conditions,  at  the 
same  distance  from  State  street,  bring  from  three 
to  five  dollars  per  foot,  this  brines  but  one-fifth  as 
much,  owing  to  the  greater  difficulty  of  access  by 
the  inferior  avenues  of  communication  afforded. 

There  is  also  over  750,000  square  feet  of  now  idle 
wharf  property,  advantageously  situated,  which 
would  be  immediately  occupied  if  adequate  com- 
munication could  be  afforded  with  the  market. 

Keeping  in  view  the  fact  that  these  hinderances 
to  travel,  vastly  increasing  the  difficulty  and  ex- 
pense of  doing  business  in  Charlestown  and  con- 
necting districts,  have  been  instituted  lor  and  by 
corporate  interests,  and  permitted  to  grow  with 
the  full  and  free  permission  of  the  authorities, 
the  citizens  of  Charlestown  and  adjacent  towns 
feel  iully  warranted  in  asking  that  these  bar- 
riers to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  district 
be  removed  at  once,  by  the  construction  of  such  a 
bridge  as  shall  guarantee  them  complete  immu- 
nity from  detention  at  the  railroad  crossing  and 
at  the  draw. 

Accompanying  the  above  was  a  petition  from 
many  citizens  of  Charlestown  representing  the 
urgent  need  of  action  in  the  improvement  of 
bridge  communication  with  the  city  proper. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  moved  the  reference  of 
the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  and  the 
President  said  there  was  no  such  committee  of 
the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  the  papers 
were  referred  to  the  joint  special  committee  on 
the  proposed  new  bridge  to  Charlestown.  Sent 
up. 

ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department, 
making  the  following  nominations  for  Assessors: 

For  three  years — Thomas  Hills. 

For  two  years— Benjamin  F.  Palmer,  Benjamin 
Cushing. 

For  one  year — Edward  F.  Robinson,  Joshua  S. 
Duncklee. 

Report  accepted.    Sent  up. 

LEGISLATIVE     MATTERS. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  fourth  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6  submitted  the  following: 
The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  question  of  increasing 
the  pay  of  laborers  employed  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  City  Government,  having  given 
the  matter  their  careful  attention,  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report: 

It  appears  that "  during  the  past  six  or 
eight  months  the  prices  of  nearly  all 
classes  of  household  commodities  have  ad- 
vanced from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent.,  and 
there  is  no  indication  of  any  immediate  reduc- 
tion; on  the  contrary,  many  express  the  opinion 
that  present  prices  will  be  maintained  during  the 
coming  season,  if  they  do  not  still  further  ad- 
vance. It  is  also  true  that  wages  have  in  many 
branches  of  industry  increased  in  about  the  same 
ratio,  and  what  would  be  considered  fair  pay  a 
year  ago  cannot  be  considered  so  at  the  present 
time.  The  committee  learn  that  the  price  paid  for  a 
labor  in  the  city  departments  is  $1.50  a  day,  and 
that  no  real  advance  has  yet  been  made 
from  what  are  known  as  panic  prices,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  wages  of  laborers  gen- 
erally have  advanced  somewhat.  If  wages  outside 
are  still  further  advanced  the  coming  season,  the 
city  will  certainly  find  it  necessary  to  increase  the 
pay  of  the  laborers  it  employs,  and  this  being  the 


case,  provision  should  be  made  in  the  annual 
estimates  to  meet  an  anticipated  increase,  rather 
than  have  the  departments  applying  to  the 
City  Council  from  time  to  time  during  the  year  for 
additional  appropriations.  The  committee  were 
unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  the  city  of  Boston 
should  pay  its  laborers  enough  to  enable  them  to 
live  decently,  and  that  it  should,  in  fixing  wages, 
be  governed  by  market  prices.  The  law  of  sup- 
ply and  demand  ought  to  be  considered  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  in  this  matter,  but  it  is  not  fair  to 
place  old  and  faithful  laborers  of  the  city  in  the 
same  category  with  the  large  class  that  are  only 
employed  transiently,  or  upon  emergency,  at 
prices  under  the  ruling  rates.  Taking  these  facts 
into  consideration,  the  committee  feel  justified  in 
recommending  an  increase  of  twenty-five  cents  a 
day  in  the  pay  of  laborers  employed  by  the  city, 
from  the  date  when  the  new  appropriation  bill 
takes  effect,  and  they  accordingly  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  heads  of  departments,  in 
making  up  their  estimates  for  the  financial  year 
of  1880-81,  be  requested  to  estimate  the  amount  to 
be  paid  for  labor  upon  the  basis  of  $1.75  for  a  day. 

Order  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— This  seems  to  be  a 
very  important  matter  and  should  receive  very 
careful  consideration  by  the  whole  City  Govern- 
ment. I  don't  want  to  move  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table  exactly,  for  that  is  sometimes  considered  an 
attempt  to  kill  a  thing.  But,  alter  due  considera- 
tion, I  think  we  should  all  reach  the  same  con- 
clusion the  committee  have,  and  I  therefore  move 
to  specially  assign  to  the  next  meeting  at  nine 
o'clock. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  gave  notice  that  at  the 
next  meeting  he  should  call  for  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  order  to  re- 
port what  are  the  powers  of  the  Common  Council 
in  relation  to  the  procuring  of  a  site  for  and  the 
erection  of  a  new  Court  House. 

LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  and  report  whether  any  officers 
of  the  City  Government  have  appeared  before 
any  of  the  committees  ofthe  Legislature  in  op- 
position to  any  legislation  requested  by  the  City 
Council,  and  what  action,  if  any,  is  necessary  in 
the  premises. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  some 
little  explanation  of  that  order.  We  had  a  simi- 
lar order  introduced  the  other  evening,  and  it  was 
refused  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Healy— Certain  legislation  has  been  asked 
for  by  the  City  Council,  after  mature  deliberation 
by  committees.  In  two  instances  members  of  de- 
partments of  the  City  Government  have  appeared 
before  committees  of  the  Legislature,  after  hear- 
ings have  been  advertised,  and  have  opposed  cer- 
tain portions  of  bills  presented  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  city.  If  this  practice  is  continued,  it 
seems  to  me  it  will  place  the  city  of  Boston  in  the 
position  of  a  vacillating  person  asking  for  legisla- 
tion and  not  knowing  what  he  desires.  I  have, 
therefore,  offered  the  order,  that  it  may  be  con- 
sidered by  the  proper  committee  and  acted  upon. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

FIRE-ALARM  BELL. 

Mr.  Austin  of  Ward  11  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  be  requested 
to  consider  and  report  on  the  expediency  of  re- 
moving the  fire-alarm  bell  from  the  Rice  primary- 
school  building  to  Engine  House  22.  Passed.  Sent 
up. 

NUMBERS  OF  ROOMS  IN  CITY  HALL. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be  authorized 
to  cause  numbers  to  be  placed  on  the  several 
rooms  in  the  City  Hall  building  for  the  conven- 
ience of  the  public;  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Pub- 
lic Buildings.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Greeuough  of 
Ward  9. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUABY    16,    1880" 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

Inspector  of  Provisions  at  Large— William  F. 
Brooks.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Malinda  G-. 
Witherell,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused 
by  a  fall  on  Warren  street  on  January  15,  1880; 
Margaret  Goggins,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  by  reason  of  a  defect  in  North  Bennet 
street,  Feb.  7, 1880;  Isaac  N.  Ward,  to  be  paid  tor 
personal  injuries  caused  by  insecure  condition  of 
a  portion  of  West  Boston  Bridge,  Jan.  17,  1880: 
William  A.  Bangs,  notice  of  injury  received  on 
Kingston  street,  Feb.  6, 1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  to 
occupy  a  new  wooden  stable  for  fifty-six  cattle  on 
Devon  street,  Ward  25;  William  Blue,  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  one  horse,  at  75  Preble 
street,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Estate  of  Sidney  B.  Morse,  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Stearns' 
wharf,  468-48-1  Albany  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage. 
George  Curtis,  that  measures  be  taken  to  prevent 
injury  to  his  wharf  on  Roxbury  Canal  by  dredg- 
ing. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Julia 
Paget,  for  leave  to  place  boats  on  the  Public  Gar- 
den pond. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings.  George 
E.  Niles,  trustee,  to  be  paid  for  loss  and  rent  for 
property  taken  from  him  for  a  court  house. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving-  Daniel  Johnson 
et  at.,  against  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  lay  down  tracks  on  Park 
and  Adams  street,  in  Charlestown;  H.  B.  Cross  et 
al.,  that  Seaverns  avenue  be  macadamized,  etc.; 
Frank  Ferdinand,  for  leave  to  maintain  and  use  a 
hoisting  beam  at  7  Warren  street;  W.  B.  Fos- 
ter et  al.,  that  M  street,  between  Eighth 
and  Ninth  streets,  be  put  in  order;  also 
that  edgestones  be  set  and  the  gutters  paved 
in  portions  of  said  street;  Thomas  Cun- 
ningham et  al.,  that  portions  of  Chelsea 
and  Henley  streets  be  paved  with  granite  blocks; 
Peter  Wolf,  Jr.,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk 
on  Mechanic  street;  Marshall  P.  Wilder  et  al., 
against  the  location  of  a  second  track  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Dorchester,  by  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company;  H.  P.  Kidder  et  al.,  against 
the  location  of  a  second  track  by  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company,  on  Washington  street, 
Dorchester;  D.  Bianchetti  et  al.,  for  side- 
walks in  Hyde  Park  avenue,  between  Walkhill 
and  Ashland  streets,  and  that  said  avenue  be  put  in 
order  for  travel;  James  Doherty  et  al.,  for  the 
passage  of  an  ordinance  to  prevent  the  loading  or 
discharging  of  vessels  on  the  Sabbath;  Bay  State 
Iron  Company  era?.,  that  First  street,  between 
the  railroad  and  E  street.be  paved;  William  F. 
Walker  et  al.  for  a  plank,  or  concrete  sidewalk  on 
Brighton  avenue,  from  Harvard  to  St.  Paul  street. 

CARE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

The  Board  took  up  as  unfinished  business  the 
report,  inexpedient,  on  proposal  of  John  Rear- 
don  to  take  entire  charge  of  the  Common  and 
public  grounds  in  1880-81,  for  the  sum    of    $30,000. 

Alderman  Walbridge— Alderman  Viles  is  not 
present  this  afternoon  on  account  of  sickness, 
and  as  he  requested  to  have  this  matter  laid  over 
last  week,  I  would  move  lhat  it  be  postponed  for 
another  week,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Slade— I  saw  Alderman  Viles  yester- 
day. He  was  tearful  he  could  not  be  here  this 
afternoon,  and  he  said  that  if  he  was  not  he  did 
not  care  to  have  It  lie  upon  the  table  any  longer. 

Alderman  Walbridge— That  being  the  case,  I 
withdraw  the  motion. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 


Requests  by  School  Committee  that  the  use  of 
the  Cottage-place  Schoolhouse  be  granted  to  Mrs. 
Pauline  A.  Shaw  in  order  to  establish  a  kinder- 
garten school  there;  also  that  a  safe  or  vault  be 
constructed  in  the  Mason-street  building;  also  a 
vote  surrendering  to  the  City  Council  the  Milldam 
Primary  Schoolhouse.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  in  concurrence. 

Request  that  Post  113  G  A.  R.  have  leave  to 
decorate  the  monument  on  Boston  Common.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  the  Common,  etc.;  to  con- 
sider also  the  expediency  of  decorating  the  stat- 
ues in  the  city,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  removing  the  fire- 
alarm  bell  from  the  Rice  Schoolhouse  to  Engine 
House  No.  22.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

LEGISLATIVE   MATTERS. 

The  fourth  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters  came  up,  containing  the  statute  con- 
cerning telegraph  and  other  wires  (City  Doc.  26). 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

An  order  came  up  for  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  to  inquire  and  report  if  any  officers 
of  the  City  Government  have  appeared  and  op- 
posed any  petitions  of  the  City  Council  before  the 
Legislature. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  know  as  anything 
ought  to  be  said  about  that,  but  it  seems  to  me 
somebody  ought  to  know  what  that  meams,  if 
there  is  any  meaning  to  it.  It  is  a  very  singular 
order  to  go  "through  here  unless  somebody  is  sus- 
pected. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Affairs,  after  deciding  what  position  the  city 
of  Boston  ought  to  take  in  reference  to  some  bills 
before  the  Legislature,  found  that  the  counsel 
employed  up  there  has  been  opposed  in  some 
instances  by  heads  of  departments  in  City  Hall, 
who  went  there  on  their  own  responsibility  and 
opposed  the  action  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Tbis'order 
was  presented  that  the  matter  might  be  inquired 
into,  and,  if  the  City  Council  deem  it  advisable, 
proper  measures  may  be  taken  to  stop  it  and 
make  the  heads  of  departments  in  City  Hall  at- 
tenu  to  their  legitimate  business  here  and  not  go 
up  to  the  State  House  day  after  day  lobbying  for 
their  own  interests.  That  was  the  reason  why  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  thought  such  an 
order  ought  to  be  presented  and  the  matter  in- 
quired into. 

Alderman  Slade — I  am  satisfied. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

ELECTIONS. 

Assessors.  A  report  came  uo  nominating  as  As- 
sessors, Thomas  Hills  for  three  years;  Benjamin 
F.  Palmer  and  Benjamin  Cushing  for  two  years; 
and  EdsvardF.  Robinson  and  Joshua  S.  Duiicklee 
for  one  year.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot.  Committee — Aldermen  Breck, 
Bell.  Messrs.  Hills,  Palmer,  Cushing,  Robinson 
and  Duncklee  each  received  eleven  votes— the 
whole  number  cast— and  were  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  for  the  term  for  which  they  were  re- 
spectfully nominated.    Sent  down. 

Super  iivtendent  of  Public  Lands.  A  certificate 
came  up  of  the  election  of  Charles  S.  Perham.  in 
place  of  Robert  W.  Hall,  elected  by  this  Board. 

Alderman  Walbridge — I  would  move  to  lay  that 
election  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  did  n't  hear  any  reasons 
given  by  the  gentleman  for  such  action. 

Alderman  Walbridge— My  reasons  are,  first,  the 
committee  unanimously  nominated  Mr.  Hall;  sec- 
ond, his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  recommended  the 
sale  of  a  great  deal  of  city  land,  and  Mr.  Hall  is 
so  familiar  with  the  public  lands  of  the  city  that 
some  gentleman  of  the  Board  thought  it  would  be 
better' to  lay  this  election  on  the  table  until  that 
matter  was  decided. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  don't  see  anything  in  the 
gentleman's  argument  to  induce  this  Board  to  lay 
it  upon  the  table.  I  hope  we  shall  proceed  to  an 
election. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost,  and  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Caton  a.i  election  was  ordered.  Com- 
mittee—Aldermen Caton,  Walbridge. 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessarv  for  a  choice G 

Robert  W.  Hall 6 

Charles  S.  Perham , 5 

Mr.  Hall  was  elected  in  non-concurrence.  Sent 
down. 
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Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
The  election  of  Superintendent  of  Common, 
etc.,  was  acted  upon  by  special  assignment,  and 
the  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Committee — Al- 
dermen Whitten,  Tborndike.  The  Chairman  read 
a  petition  from  George  W.  Wilson  and  other  flor- 
ists, in  favor  of  the  appointment  of  Patrick  Nor- 
ton as  Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.    Sent  down. 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice (> 

William  Doogue  had 4 

Patrick  Norton ; 7 

Mr.  Norton  was  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
Sent  down. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  George  W.  Tucker  man  et  al.,  con- 
stables, being  presented  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  laying  out  streets,  as  follows: 
Joseph  H.  Hunneman,  §0000,  widening  of  Wash- 
ington street;  Catherine,  wife  of  Henry  A. 
Mitchell,  $1500,  laying  out  of  Minden  street;  Rich- 
ard C.  Humphries  and  J.  Frank  Pope,  receivers  of 
the  Dorchester  savings  Bank,  §52.50,  relocation  of 
Adams  street  between  Ashmont  and  Minot  streets. 
Severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  in  the  settlement  with  Robert 
Codman  and  James  C.  Melvin,  trustees,  and  Ed- 
mund Quincy  and  Henry  P.  Quincy,  trustees,  for 
land  taken  for  the  extension  of  Mercantile  street, 
the  city  assume  all  betterments  which  may  be 
assessed  upon  the  remaining  land  of  said  trus- 
tees on  account  of  the  extension  of  said  street. 
Passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving:, 

Schedules  of  cost  or  edgestones  and  sidewalks 
in  sundry  streets,  with  orders  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  same.    Orders  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Stearns: 
&  George  to  set  telephone  poles  on  Western  ave- 
nue, between  North  Harvard  and  Market  streets, 
in  the  Brighton  District;  said  poles  to  be  placed 
in  the  positions  designated  by  red  circles  on  a 
plan  drawn  by  Arthur  Howland,  dated  Jan.  23, 
1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  This  permit  is  granted  upon 
condition  that  said  Stearns  &  George  shall  first 

five  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing,  satis- 
actory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving  harmless  said 
city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs 
and  expenses,  for  or  on  account  of  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  erecting  and  maintaining  of 
said  poles  on  said  avenue;  also  upon  condition 
that  said  poles  shall  be  painted  white  and  kept 
well  painted,  and  in  good  condition,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that 
the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not  less 
thai,  twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground;  and  that 
said  Stearns  &  George  shall  remove  said  poles 
when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Passed. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Hoblitzell,  Condon  &  Hoblitzell,  from  the  amount 
retained  on  their  contract  for  building  section  5, 
main  intercepting  sewer,  the  sum  of  $3000,  pro- 
vided that  the  bondsmen  on  said  contract  will 
consent  to  said  payment. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  be  authorized  to  let  to  J.  E.  Adams  & 
Co.  a  portion  of  the  wharf  situated  on  the  corner 
of  Albany  and  Swett  streets,  at  an  annual  rental 
of  $500,  payable  monthly.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Improved  Sewerage  be  authorized  to  continue  the 
work  of  constructing  the  improved  system  of 
sewerage,  either  by  contract  or  day  labor,  as  said, 
committee  may  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the 
city,  and  to  purchase  such  materials  and  supplies 
and  employ  such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  proper  performance  of  said  work.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

■WOODEN    BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  the  following  from 
the  joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings:  > 


Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  erect  wooden 
buildings  according  to  applications  on  file,  by 
Moody  Merrill,  rear  Columbia  street,  near  New 
Seaver  street,  Ward  24;  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Company  on  Devon  street,  near  Fourth  street,. 
Ward  25.    Orders  passed.    Sent  down. 

FIRE   MARSHAL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Fire  Department  who  were 
requested  to  consider  and  report  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  creating  the  office  of  Fire  Marshal  for 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  also  what,  if  any,  legisla- 
tion is  necessary,  having  considered  the  subject^ 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report:  The 
committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  officer  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  investigate  the  causes  of  fires  is  desira- 
ble, provided  it  can  be  done  without  expense  to 
the  city.  There  is  at  present  no  officer  who  is 
clothed  with  sufficient  power  to  perform  that 
duty  efficiently.  It  is  believed  that  it  will  tend  to- 
check  incendiarism  to  have  an  officer  charged, 
with  the  special  duty  of  investigating  (he  origin 
of  fires,  and  clothed  with  the  legal  powers 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  act  immediately 
upon  the  occurrence  of  a  fire.  As  the 
insurance  companies  have  a  special  interest 
in  the  establishment  of  the  office,  it  is 
believed  that  they  would  be  willing  tojbear  the 
expense  attending  it.  It  will  be  necessary  to  ob- 
tain authority  from  the  Legislature  to  create  the 
office,  and  the  Judiciary  Committee  have  the  sub- 
ject before  them  and  are  awaiting  the  action  of 
the  City  Council  thereon.  The  committee  would, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  present 
session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
City  Council  to  establish  by  ordinance  the  office 
of  Fire  Marshal,  and  providing  that  the  salary  of 
said  officer,  and  all  attendant  expenses,  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Boston  Board  of  Underwriters. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  would  ask  if  it  is  proposed 
to  allow  the  underwriters  to  appoint  this  officer.. 
The  order  provides  that  they  shall  pay  for  his 
services,  and  I  should  like  to  know  whether  it  is 
proposed  to  allow  them  to  employ  him. 

Alderman  Woolley— It  is  understood  that  the 
Fire  Marshal  will  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and 
confirmed  by  the  City  Council.  But  that  is  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  ordinance.  This  order  calls 
for  a  petition  for  authority  to  frame  an  ordinance,, 
and  the  appointment  will  be  provided  for  in  the 
ordinance. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted  — Thirty  news- 
boys.   Accepted. 

CARRIAGE  LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Licenses,  who  were  directed 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  amending  section 
32  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  this  Board  respecting 
carriages,  so  that  transfers  of  wagon  and  hack 
licenses  may  be  signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  Board 
authorized  to  grant  such  licenses,  have  considered 
the  subject  and  report  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  sections  6  and  32  of  the  Rules 
and  Orders  of  this  Board  relating  to  carriages  be 
and  they  are  each  hereby  amended  by  striking 
out  the  words  "without  consent  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  indorsed  thereon  by  the  City  Clerk  or 
his  assistant,"  and  by  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  following  words:  "Without  consent  of  the 
Board  authorized  to  grant  such  license." 

Order  passed. 

STILES'S  OMNIBUS  LINE. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Licenses  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  C.  Stiles  for  leave  to 
run  a  portion  of  his  omnibuses  upon  their  return 
trips  through  Court,  Howard  and  Bulfinch  streets, 
Bowdoin  square  and  Green  and  Leverett  streets, 
have  given  a  hearing  to  the  petitioner  and 
to  sundry  parties  who  remonstrated  against 
his  proposition.  Though  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Stiles  was  favored  warmly  by  many  influential 
persons  residing  at  East  Cambridge,  yet  the  com- 
mittee feel  that  the  public  safety  and  convenience 
would  not  warrant  the  addition  of  ten  more 
coaches  per  hour  to  the  number  of  vehicles  pass- 
ing through  Court,  Howard  and  Green  streets. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  committee  feel  that  the 
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objection  to  this  measure  made  by  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  on  account  of  the  apparatus 
in  Bulfinch  street,  which  must  move  rapidly 
through  either  Howard  or  Bultinch  streets  at 
every  alarm  of  fire,  are  entitled  to  great  weight. 
For  these  reasons  the  committee  report  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
For  the  committee. 

C.  H.  B.  Bbeck,  Chairman. 
Accepted. 

PORTEAIT  OF  BEAR  ADMIRAL  WINSLOW. 

Alderman  Breck  presented  a  petition  from  M. 
C.  B.  Cordeiro,  that  the  city  appropriate  §150  for 
the  purchase  of  the  portrait  of  Rear  Admiral 
John  A.  Winslow,  painted  by  Edgar  Barker,  a  like 
sum  having  been  already  subscribed  by  citizens 
of  Boston'lor  the  purpose  of  causing  it  to  be 
placed  in  Faneuil  Hall. 

Alderman  Breck — 1  do  not  know  much  about 
that  petition  except  what  was  told  me  by  the 
Mayor's  clerk.  He  informed  me  that  this  lady 
called  upon  the  Mayor  and  represented  that  she 
had  this  fine  painting,  and  she  would  like  to  have 
the  city  purchase  it  to  place  in  Faneuil  Hall. 
Tha  Mayor  suggested  that  she  send  a  petition  to 
the  City  Government. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall. 

EVENING  SCHOOLS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction, to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of 
the  School  Board  for  better  accommodations  for 
the  evening  schools,  having  considered,  the  sub- 
ject, beg  leave  to  report  as  follows:  It  appears 
that  nearly  all  of  the  evening  schools  are  at  pres- 
ent established  in  the  wardrooms  in  different 
parts  of  the  city,  and  are  subjected  to  much  in- 
convenience and  interruption  on  account  of  the 
various  other  uses  to  which  these  rooms  are  de- 
voted, more  especially  in  the  fall  and  early  winter, 
when  the  schools  a1  e  being  organized.  The  School 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  accom- 
modations for  evening  schools  are  insufficient 
and  unsuitable,  and  they  desire  to  occupy 
certain  of  the  schoolrooms  for  the  purpose,  if  the 
gas  necessary  for  lighting  the  rooms  can  be  fur- 
nished. It  is  understood  that  this  will  be  the  only 
expense  and  also  a  very  small  one.  This  commit- 
tee, therefore,  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
request  of  the  School  Board  be  granted,  and  that 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  requested 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

THE  SPECIAL  ELECTION  IN  WARD  201. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following: 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  on  the  6th  inst.  for  a  represent- 
ative to  the  present  General  Court  from  the  Twen- 
tieth District  of  Suffolk  County,  to  fill  an  existing 
vacancy,  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  report 
that  the  returns  appear  to  be  correctly  made,  and 
the  results  are  recorded  in  the  City  Clerk's  rec- 
ords, from  which  it  appears  that  John  F.  Dever, 
having  a  plurality  of  votes,  has  been  elected  as 
such  representative.  The  committee  recommend 
that  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  notify  Mr. 
Dever  of  his  election. 


Accepted. 


J.  A.  Tucker,     )  nommittpp 
F.  Walbridge,  {  t'Onimittee. 


The  following! was  received : 

Boston,  Feb.  16,  1880. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council— The  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  wish  to  state  in  response  to- 
the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  of 
the  City  Council,  submitted  to  them,  wherein 
they  were  requested  to  make  further  ap- 
plication to  the  Board  of  Railroad  Com- 
missioners for  permission  to  extend  D  street 
across  the  tracks  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  in 
South  Boston,  at  a  level  therewith,  that  they  have 
made  such  application,  and  that  the  Railroad 
Commissioners  have  again  refused  to  permit  such 
a  crossing  at  grade. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 

Read  and  sent  down. 

paving  department. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  (City  Doc.  24)  was  received  and  sent  down. 


The  amount  expended  and  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving,  etc 8709,982.52 

Charged  to  appropriation  tor  Washington- 
street  Extension 5,060.90 

Charged  to  appreciation  for  the  Comple- 
tion of  West  Chester  Park,  etc 9,928.54 

Charged  to  appropriation  for  Tremont- 
street  Repaying 2,368.09 

§727,340.05 
The  amount  appropriated  for  paving,  etc., 

for  the  financial  year  1879-80.  was §650,000.00 

Total  expenditures  to  Jan.  1,  1880 575,386.17 

Balance  of  appropriation  unexpended  Jan. 
1,  1880 ,$74,613.83 


The  amount  of  bills  for  ed^estones,  construct- 
ing sidewalks,  manure,  etc.,  lodged  with  the  City 
Collector  during  the  year  1879,  was  ,$14,812.03. 

The  amount  paid  into  the  City  Treasury  during 
the  same  period,  and  credited  as  having  been  paid 
in  by  the  Paving  Department  on  account  of  work 
done  by  said  department,  was  §17,812.03. 

Recapitulation  of  Feet  of  Edgestones  Laid. 

City  proper 758 

Roxbury 0,593 

South  Boston 10,937 

East  Boston 2,360 

Dorchester 7,140 

West  Roxbury 560 

Brighton 776 

Charlesto  wn 1,853 

30,977 

Equal  to  5.87  miles. 

Recapitulation  of  New  Sidewalks. 

City  proper 930 

Roxbury 4,270 

South  Boston ,. 2,398 

East  Boston 3,418 

Dorchester 574 

West  Roxbury 224 

Brighton 381 

Charlestown 673 

12,868 


Recapitulation   of   the    Wort   of    Paving  and    Grading 
Streets. 

City  proper §202,077.97 

Roxbury 68,100.06 

South  Boston 89,881.53 

East  Boston 41 ,555.98 

Dorchester 59, 12621 

West  Roxbury 57,396.90 

Brighton 32,221.35 

Charlestown 52,794.91 

Bridges 26.864.05 

Sprinkling  streets 26,747.18 

Incidentals 51 ,668.65 

Grade  damages 1,541.73 


SELF-PROPELLING  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Slade  presented  a  petition  from 
Moody  Merrill,  for  leave  to  use  a  self-propelling- 
car  on  the  tracks  of  the  Highland  Railroad. 

Alderman  Slade— I  have  seen  Mr.  Merrill  two  or 
three  times  on  this  subject.  The  points  about 
this  have  been  handed  to  me  by  him.  It  is  a  non- 
explosive  steam  motor  or  self-propelling  car.  Its 
motive  power  is  steam,  generated  not  on  the  car, 
but  in  a  stationary  boiler.  It  is  not  a  dummy  in 
any  sense.  It  is  designed  to  be  adapted  to 
the  present  car  body,  and  as  it  stands  is 
a  self-propelling  car.  It  is  suited  to  all 
weathers,  grades  and  curves.  It  weighs  six  tons, 
or  three  thousand  pounds  less  than  an  ordinary 
car  filled  with  seventy  passengers,  as  frequently 
occurs.  I  caDnot  say  much  further  than  I  have 
read  here,  because  I  don't  know  anything  more 
about  it.  Mr.  Merrill  expects  a  car  here  so  as  to 
give  it  a  trial  next  Wednesday.  The  Committee 
on  Paving  have  had  an  opportunity  to  give  it  but 
very  little  consideration,  and  we  thought  it  would 
be  proper  to  refer  it  to  them,  with  full  power  to 
make  an  experiment. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  with  power  to  allow  an  experiment  to  be 
made. 

LANDS  TO  BE  SOLD. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  votes  by 
which  were  passed  the  orders  to  permit  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  to  sell  by  public  auction  or  pri- 
vate sale  the  city's  land  on  Beach  street  and  on 
Eliot  street  were  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  words,5"or 
private  sale,"  were  striken  from  both  orders,  and 
as  amended  the  orders  were  passed.    Sent  down. 
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THE     PROPOSED     SEW    BRIDGE  TO   CHARLESTOWN. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  tbe  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  and  order  for  the  Mayor 
to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  con- 
struct a  new  bridge  between  Charlestown  and 
Boston. 

Alderman  Slade— When  this  matter  was  passed, 
two  weeks  ago,  I  had  some  conversation  with  a 
member  of  the  committee  afterwards,  and  thought 
it  my  duty  to  ask  for  a  reconsideration  a  week 
ago.  The  order  was  very  indefinite,  ana  from  the 
idea  advanced  to  me  by  one  of  the  committee  I 
thought  it  better  to  give  the  subject  further  con- 
sideration. Since  then  I  have  seen  several  people 
in  Charlestown,  and  also  some  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. It  seems  after  all  that  the  committee  had 
no  definite  plans,  but  simply  asked  for  this  privi- 
lege to  build  a  new  bridge,  or  to  widen  the  old 
one,  as  we  shall  see  fit;  and  after  that  to  consider 
some  definite  plan.  1  don't  want  to  do  anything 
in  any  way  or  shape  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  an 
order  to  improve  the  means  of  getting  across  to 
Charlestown.  As  I  said  the  other  night,  my  im- 
pression was  that  if  they  had  asked  for  the  privi- 
lege of  widening  Warrej  Bridge  to  any  consider- 
able extent,  it  would  have  been  the  proper  thing 
to  do.  Members  of  the  committee  say  it  may 
come  to  that,  and  with  that  consideration  I  don't 
know  as  I  should  object  to  its  going  along,  as 
they  claim  it  must  go  to  the  Legislature  this  week, 
if  at  all.  I  don't  want  to  do  anything  to  obstruct 
the  getting  of  better  means  of  communication 
between  Charlestown  and  the  city  proper. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  would  inquire  if  an  act 
was  passed  under  that  petition  whether  it  would 
necessarily  affect  the  changing  or  widening  of  one 
of  the  other  bridges;  or  whether  that  could  be 
done  under  the  same  act?  It  it  was  thought  ex- 
pedient to  widen  one  of  the  old  bridges,  instead  of 
building  a  new  one,  whether  an  act  of  this  kind 
would  cover  it? 

Alderman  Slade — I  was  talking  with  one  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  today  He  claimed  that  this 
order  contemplates  going  anywhere  between  the 
two  bridges,  or  widening  between  the  two  bridges, 
on  either  side.  That  being  the  case,  perhaps  it 
covers  the  point.  I  should  not  object  for  one 
moment  to  widening  Warren  Bridge,  for  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  twice  its  present  width.  But  I 
don't  believe  the  idea  of  building  an  elevated 
bridge  some  fifteen  feet  high,  according  to  the 
plan  I  saw  in  the  Boston  Herald,  which  was  sent 
to  me,  can  be  carried  out  anyway.  It  is  a  very 
silly  thing  to  talk  about. 

Alderman  Tucker— My  object  in  asking  the 
question  was  with  a  view  of  getting  the  answer 


the  Alderman  has  given.  I  believe  we  shall  even- 
tualljjincrease  the  accommodations  for  travel  to 
and  from  Charlestown  by  widening  one  of  the  old 
bridges.  I  understand  that  one  of  them  is  very 
much  out  of  repair  now,  and  there  will  be  a  ne- 
cessity for  either  a  new  bridge  or  something  done 
to  the  old  one.  Probably  the  people  of  Charles- 
town can  be  accommodated  by  having  one  of  the 
present  bridges  twenty  or  thirty  feet  wider. 
The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 


Alderman  Bell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stable  by  John  Stebbins  &  Co., 
on  South  street,  near  Harvard  street,  Ward  12. 
Accepted. 

CHARLES  RIVER  PARK. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the  General  Court 
in  aid  of  the  petition  of  Lucius  Slade  and  others, 
for  authority  on  the  part  of  the  city,  to  lay  out  a 
public  park  along  Charles  River  over  the  flats  of 
the  Commonwealth.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

NOTICES  OF  COMMITTEE   MEETINGS. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  ah  order,  That  the 
Clerks  of  the  various  Committees  of  the  City 
Council  be  requested  to  notify  theCity Messenger  of 
the  date  and  hour  that  said  committees  meet,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  place  the  same  on  the 
bulletin  in  the  Aldermen's  Chamber,  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  members  of  the  City  Government. 

Amended,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flyun,  by  in- 
serting "and  lobby"  after  "Aldermen's  Chamber," 
and  as  amended  passed.    SeDt  down. 


Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  J.  O.  Sall'ord  &  Co.  to  be  paid  interest  on 
certain  money  held  by  the  city  on  trustee  process. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

HAJ1BOR  MASTER  FOR  ROXBURY  CANAL. 

Alderman  Woolley  presented  a  petition  from 
George  Curtis  and  others,  representing  the  neces- 
sity for  the  appointment  of  a  harbormaster  for 
Roxbury  Canal,  and  recommending  Captain 
Franklin  Winchester  for  the  position.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Harbor.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  to 
Thursday  next,  19th  inst.,  at  10  A.  M. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  10  A.  M.,  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  presiding. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Honora  Dove,  to 
he  paid  for  personal  injuries  by  a  fall  in  Belmont 
street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Briildinos.  Henry  W.  Cottle,"  for  leave  to  project 
a  lantern  from  the  front  of  the  Merchants'  Hotel, 
'Change  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the p.irt  of  the 
Board.  Timo.  W.  Manwarring,  to  erect  and 
fire  a  lime  kiln  on  Swett  street,  near  Hilton  street, 
Ward  20. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Choate  Burnham, 
that  Xinth  and  Lowland  streets  he  macadamized 
and  edgestones  set  thereon;  William  V.  Huteh- 
ings  etal.  that  Crawford  street  be  put  in  order; 
Robert  Bishop,  for  edgestones  and  sidewalks  and 
street  crossings  in  front  of  his  building  Xo.  157 
West  Sixth  "street,  South  Boston;  Benjamin 
•Franklin  et  al.,  that  Palmer  street  be  paved^ 

SINKING     FUNDS. 

The  following  was  received  from  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Sinking  Funds: 

Toted,  That  the  City  Council  and  Auditor  of 
Accounts  be  informed  thatthere  will  be  required 
the  coming  financial  year  for  payment  to  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds, 
Dec.  1, 1880,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  chapter 
209  of  the  acts  of  1S75,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regu- 
late and  limit  municipal  indebtedness,"  and  sec- 
tion 2  of  the  Ordinance  on  Finance  of  1S77,  the 
following  amounts,  viz.: 

Burnt  District  Sinking  Fund £140.411 

Twentv-vear  Sinking  Fund 2S6.204 

Ten-veaf  Sinking  Fuud .   131,040 

Public  Park  Sinking  Fund 80.000 

Total  taxation  required  for  the  sinking  funds. 8503.655 
A  true  copy. 

Attest:       Alfked  T.  Turner,  Secretary. 
Read  and  sent  down. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

Constable — Daniel  Xoonan.    Confirmed. 

DEPUTY  SUPERINTENDENT  OF   MARKETS. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  the  Su- 
peiintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  be  allowed 
to  employ,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
one  deputy  to  assist  him  in  the  discharge  of  the 
dutios  of  his  office.    Passed. 

STREET  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Flvnn  submitted  the  following  City 
Doc.  29>: 

In  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  ( 
Feb.  17,  1880.  ) 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council— The  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  respectfully  represeut  that 
an  additional  appropriation  of  thirty-three  thou- 
sand dollars  will  be  required  to  meet  the  expendi- 
tures of  their  department  for  the  remainder  of 
the  financial  year. 

The  payments  from  the  appropriation  have  been 
so  far, for — 

Salaries §9.500.00 

Advertising 680.S0 

Incidental  miscellaneous  expenses,  includ- 
ing those  of  the  Committees  on  Streets 

ofthe  Citv  Council      1.2G2.77 

Land  and  building  damages  in  laying  out 
and  widening  streets 46,257.95 

§57,701.52 
There  stands  charged  against  the  appro- 
priation in  the  form  of  orders  to  pay  for 
land  and  building  damages  passed 62.97S  71 

S120.6S0.23 
Leaving  a  deficit  of  g20.6S0.23  at  the  present  time. 

This  occurs  from  charging  the  S33,000  for  the 
extension  of  Mercantile  street,  from  Clinton  to 
South  Market  street,  in  the  above  amounts  for 
land  and  building  damages.  Before  the  passage 
of  the  order  for"this  extension,  application  was 
made  for  a  special  appropriation  to  meet  it.  The* 
City  Council  decided  not  to  make  such  an  appro- 
priation, but  to   charge  the  improvement  to  Wi- 


dening Streets,  and  when  the  time  for  payment 
came,  to  make  up  the  amount  to  that  appropria- 
tion by  transfer  or  otherwise  if  it  were  necessary. 
The  extension  having  been  carried  out  and  the 
order  to  pay  for  it  passed,  the  commissioners  have 
herein  requested  that  the  said  amount  be  fur- 
nished to  their  appropriation,  as  the  City  Council 
intended. 

In  addition  to  the  charges  against  the  appro- 
priation already  mentioned,  there  are  amounts 
due  for  widenings,  etc.,  and  liable  to  bs  called  for 
during  the  year,  which,  with  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  department,  will  require  all  the  bal- 
ance of  twelve  or  tbirteen  thousand  dollars  re- 
maining of  the  Widening  Streets  appropriation 
after  the  above-mentioned  S33,000  has  been  made 
up  to  it. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Feb.  IS,  1S80. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Laving  out 
and  Widening  Streefs  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  foregoing  request  be  granted,  and  that 
the  Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  tj  pro- 
vide the  means. 

For  the  committee. 

James  J.  Flynn, 
Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent 
down. 

STREET  damages. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part"ofthe 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  laying  out  streets,  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  William"  Jacobs,  $66.40,  relocation  of 
Adams  street,  between  King  and  Ashmont  streets; 
heirs  of  James  Corcoran,  $67.50,  relocation  of 
Washington  street,  at  Brighton,  between  Cam- 
bridge and  Market  streets:" Peter  J.  and  Bernard 
Minton,  S34.16,  relocation  of  Adams  street,  be- 
tween King  and  Ashmont  streets;  Barzillas  Paine. 
§38.88,  relocation  of  Adams  street,  between  Kins 
and  Ashmont  streets;  heirs  of  John  W.  Bolton". 
S4100.  widening  of  Commerjial  street,  etc.  Or- 
ders passed. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Claims  recommending  refer- 
ence to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  of  petition 
of  William  E  Bartlett  to  be  paid  for  work  on 
Polk-street  Schoolhouse.  Accepted  and  referred 
accordingly.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  : 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Ber- 
nard Lennon,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his  es- 
tates on  Orange  court  by  reason  of  raisins  the 
grade  of  the  Northampton-street  District  in"lS74. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order — That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  execute  and  de- 
liver to  Edwin  Tufts  a  confirmatory  deed  as  re- 
quested in  his  petition,  the  same  to  be  drawn 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor.  Order  passed. 
Sent  down". 

Report  and  order— That  the  Collector  he  and  he 
i<  hereby  authorized  to  cancel  the  bond  number- 
ing 55,  the  amount  of  which  is  82859.50,  and  given 
by" .Michael  Donahoe  Xov.  29, 1871,  for  an  estate 
on  Middlesex  street,  upon  his  surrendering  the 
agreement  received  by  "him  from  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, to  convey  the  same,  and  that  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Lands  be  directed  to 
issue  a  new  agreement,  with  all  the  condi- 
tions as  set  forth  in  the  previous  one,  by  his 
giving  to  the  city  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $2859.50. 
payable  in  ten  equal  instalments  with  interest  at 
six  per  cent.,  said  bond  and  agreement  to  be 
dated  Jan.  1,  1SS0.    Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  lot  of  land  with  the  build- 
ings thereon,  and  numbering  38  Porter  street,  to- 
gether with  the  lot  of  land  and  buildings  thereon 
numbering  33  Wheeler  street,  as  shown  upon  a 
plan  drawn  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Surveyor, 
and  dated  Sept.  13, 1872,  which  plan  is  deposited 
in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor,  the  land  and 
buildings  having  been  bargained  to  John  B.  Regan 
Sept.  24  and  Dec.  5, 1876,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
declared  forfeited  to  the  city  of  Boston  for  non- 
fullilment  and  breach  of  the  conditions  of  sale. 
and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  is 
hereby  directed  to  take  possession  of  the  afore- 
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said  land  and  buildings  in  behalf  of  and  to  the 
use  of  the  said  city  of  1- 

Ordered,  That  the  Collector  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to    cancel  the  bonds  numherir.  _    I 
and  169,  the  amount  being  89083-43,  which  were 
given  by  John  B.  Regan,  Sept.  24  and  Oct.  5       " 
for  estates  numbering  3*  Porter  and  33  Wheeler 
-treet.    Severally  passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWEBS. 

AJdennan  Tiles  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   £149-35   be  abated  from  the  as- 
sessment levied  upon  Peleg  Duo.       -  for  a 
sewer  in  Tremont  street,  and   that"  §35.24  he  as- 
sessed upon   Salome   Davis  and  Mary  DeWolf, 

-  53    upon  Timothy  McCarty,  and  §27.04  upon 
Hugh  Quinn. 

That  §32.92  be  abated  from  the  assessment 
levied  upon  Benjamin  May, 2d,  for  a  sewer  in  Bur- 
roughs street,  and  that  the  same  amount  be  as- 

-  -  Benjamin  May. 

That  *  11.13  be  abated  from  the  asses-merit  levied 
upon  James  Proby  fora  sewer  in  Phillips  street. 
and  that  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  the 
Twelfth  Baptist  Society. 

That  55.44  e  abated  from  the  assessment  levied 
upon  John  McDonald  for  a  sewer  in  Jamaica 
street,  on  account  of  over  estimate  of  land  bene- 
fited. 


Tha~    -      _      !    abated   from     the     assessment 
:d  upon  Antoinette  Marie   :    -   ase    si 
burn,  street,  on  account  at  inabiHi 
Passed. 

THE  SPECIAL  ELECTION  ET  THE  SEC05TJ    SE3TAT0- 

EIAX  DLSTETCT. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following: 
The   committee   appointed   to  examine  the  re- 
turns -  -      .-.tonal  Dis- 
trict      -                                    senat  >r  in  the 
of  Eugene  L 
that  duty,  and  report  that  the  returns  appear  to 

roperly  made  and  the  resu:-- 
recorded  in  the  City  Clerk's  records,  from  which 
it  appears  that — 

William  T.  Van  Xostrand  had :  : 

Samuel  D.  Sawin 

Thomas  Harris 1 

The  committee  recommend  that  a  certifies 
there-    It        -  .id  transmitted  t . 

tary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

-  EPH    A.  TCeKEE, 
FEE£)EEICK  G.  'SVALBRrz 
. :_ 
Accepted. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of   Alderman  Fivr.n.  U 
Mondav,  3Iareh  1,  at  4  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 
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Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  from  the  Street  Commissioners  that  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  have  refused  to  allow 
the  extension  of  D  street  across  the  tracks  of  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  at  grade.    Placed  on  file. 

Report,  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  J. 
O.  Safford  &  Co.  to  be  paid  interest  on  certain 
money  held  by  the  city  under  trustee  process. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  Orders  to  issue  Permits  to  Build — 
To  Moody  Merrill,  rear  of  Columbia  street,  near 
Seaver  street;  and  to  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road Company,  on  Devon  street,  near  Fourth 
street.    Orders  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  have  notifications  of  committee  meet- 
ings placed  in  the  Aldermen's  room  and  the  lobby 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  move  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  "City  Messenger"  and  inserting  "Clerk  of 
Committees."  The  Superintendent  of  Streets  is 
Clerk  of  the  Paving  Committee,  and  there  are 
clerks  of  other  committees.  It  seems  to  me  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees  to 
post  these  notices',  as  he  has  to  call  many  commit- 
tees, and  will  not  call  them  at  times  when  others 
are  to  meet. 

Mr.  Bailey— There  are  several  clerks  of  com- 
mittees, and  they  are  simply  to  notify  the  City 
Messenger  when  meetings  are  to  be  held.  If  they 
notify  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  I  don't  see  but 
they  will  be  likely  to  have  the  meetings  at  the 
same  time. 

Mr.  Coe — I  presume  the  Clerk  of  Committees 
calls  three-quarters  of  the  committee  meetings. 
If  the  notices  are  sent  to  him  he  will  know  when 
there  are  outside  committee  meetings,  and  will 
not  be  apt  to  call  his  meetings  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  would  inquire  if  the 
City  Messenger  is  informed  of  all  committee 
meetings? 

The  President — I  understand  he  is  not. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  have  no  objections  to 
the  amendment,  but  it  seems  to  me  the  order 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  the  proper 
one. 

Mr.  Coe's  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  or- 
der as  amended  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  let  to  J.  E.  Adams  &  Co.  a  portion  of 
wharf,  corner  of  Albany  and  Swett  streets,  at  an 
annual  rent  of  §500.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  to  Hoblitzell,  Condon  &  Hoblitzell 
$3000,  being  the  amount  retained  on  their  con- 
tract for  building  Section  5,  Main  Intercepting 
Sewer. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  17—1  would  like  some  of 
the  committee  to  explain  this.  A  great  many 
such  orders  come  in  here,  and  I  would  like  to 
know  why  this  comes. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2 — This  party  has 
two  contracts,  one  on  Dorchester  avenue  and  one 
on  Vernon  street,  and  the  city  holds  in  reserve 
some  $6500  belonging  to  them.  They  have  about 
closed  their  contract  on  Dorchester  avenue  until 
spring,  but  on  the  other  one  for  building  a  tunnel 
they  find  themselves  in  a  tight  box  and  want  a 
little  money.  They  have  asked  the  committee  to 
relieve  them  by  paying  them  $3000  out  of  $6500 
the  city  holds.  If  they  can  have  it,  they  think 
they  can  carry  it  through;  if  not,  they  may  have 
to  give  up  the  contract.  The  committee  thought 
well  of  it,  and  bring  the  matter  before  the  City 
Government  for  their  action. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Amotion 
to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward9,hoping 
it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

Order  to  petition  for  authority  to  lay  out  a  pub- 
lic park  along  Charles  River  over  the  fiats  of  the 
Commonwealth.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  request  of  the  School 
Board  for  better  evening  school  accommodations 
and  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Orders  to  sell  by  public  sale  the  following  lots 
of  land  of  the  city:  1.  That  located  at  the  junc- 
tion   of  Columbus   avenue,  Eliot   and   Pleasant 


streets  (23,200  square  feet).  2.  The  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  "First  Presbyterian  Church  estate," 
corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and  Beach  street.  Sev- 
erally passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  O'Dowd  moved 
reconsiderations,  hoping  they  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

Report  and  order  to  petition  for  an  act  to  allow 
the  city  to  construct  a  bridge  between  the  city 
proper  and  Charlestown. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  ask 
some  gentleman  who  has  authority  to  speak  for 
that  committee,  whether  it  is  their  opinion  that 
the  Legislature  can  grant  power  to  build  that 
bridge,  il  we  see  fit.  "We  all  know  what  action 
was  taken  by  the  United  States  Government  in 
the  matter  of  building  a  bridge  to  East  Boston. 

Mr.  Bailev  of  Ward  4 — I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
there  would  be  no  trouble  about  building  a  new 
bridge  on  this  stream  above  an  existing  one. 
There  might  be  trouble  if  the  location  were  below 
the  point  where  a  bridge  had  been  built.  I  know 
the  Legislature  have,  year  after  year,  given  rail- 
roads authority  to  build  railroad  bridges  above 
these  bridges,  no  question  has  been  raised  about 
it,  and  the  bridges  have  been  built. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  thought  it  would  be  proper 
to  bring  that  matter  before  the  Council  before 
the  order  was  passed.  I  don't  propose  to  oppose 
the  passage  of  this  order,  in  the  least,  whatever  I 
may  do  when  the  vote  is  taken  upon  the  building 
of  the  bridge;  but  I  wished  to  have  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  before  the  order  was  passed. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed, 
in  concurrence. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Bailey,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

Report  and  order  to  petition  for  an  act  to  au- 
thorize the  establishment  of  the  office  of  Fire 
Marshal,  and  to  provide  that  his  salary  and  ex- 
penses shall  be  paid  by  the  Board  of  Underwriters. 
Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  authorize  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  to  continue  the  work  of  constructing 
the  improved  system  of  sewerage  by  contract  or 
day  labor  and  to  purchase  supplies  and  materials 
and  employ  necessary  assistance.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  of  inexpedient  to  accept  the  proposal  of 
John  Reardon  to  do  the  work  of  the  Department 
of  Common,  etc.,  for  $30,000  per  annum.  (City 
Doc.  No.  25.) 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  17  desired  time  to  investi- 
gate this  subject,  and  thought  it  might  be  desiia- 
ble  to  save  the  amount  named  if  it  could  be  done 
by  contract  with  an  outside  party.  He  moved  to 
lay  on  the  table.    Lost. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  he  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on 
Thursday,  March  4, 1880,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  the  Aldermen  had  adjourned 
over  and  several  members  of  the  Council  are  to  be 
absent. 

Mr.  Lauten  thought  public  business  required 
the  usual  session,  and  saw  no  necessity  for  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  that  the  assessors 
needed  to  be  elected  soon.  If  it  were  simply 
courtesy  to  the  President  he  had  no  objection, 
but  there  was  no  need  of  adjourning  over. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  he  offered  the  order  because 
the  President  and  other  members  are  to  be  absent 
under  an  order  of  the  City  Council. 

The  order  was  declared  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. Mr.  Lauten  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council 
was  divided— 40  for,  21  against.  The  order  was 
then  passed.  A  reconsideration  moved  by  Mr. 
Parkman  was  lost. 

ELECTIONS. 

Assessors — A  certificate  came  down  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Assessors  as  follows:  For  three  years, 
Thomas  Hills;  for  two  years,  Benjamin  F.  Palmer, 
Benjamin  Cushing;  for  one  year,  Edward  F. 
Robinson,  Joshua  S.  Duncklee.  An  election  was 
ordered;  committee,  Messrs.  Kidney  of  Ward  6, 
Wyman  of  Ward  21  and  Donahoe  of  Ward  15. 

Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

For  three  years- 
Thomas  Hills 67 

For  two  years— 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer 67 

Benjamin  Cushing 66 

A  nomas  R.  Holden 1 


FEBR  U  AR  Y       19 


18  8  0 


100 


For  one  year- 
Edward  F.  Robinson 64 

Joshua  S.  Duncklee 67 

L.  Foster  Morse 1 

Ja  mes  Furts 1 

James  Crackey  1 

Messrs.  Hills,  Palmer,  Gushing,  Robinson  and 
Duncklee  were  elected  in  concurrence. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands.  Certificate  of 
the  election  of  Robert  W.  Hall  as  Superintendent 
■of  Public  Lands  in  place  of  Charles  S.  Perham, 
chosen  by  this  Board. 

An  election  was  ordered.  Committee — Messrs. 
Hilton  of  Ward  5,  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6,  Blakemore 
of  Ward  23. 

Whole  number  of  votes 71 

Necessary  for  a  choice 36 

Charles  S  Perham 42 

Robert  W.Hall 22 

Samuel   Hichborn 5 

Jerome  S.  McDonald 1 

Yankee  Doodle 1 

Mr.  Perham  was  electea  in  non-concurrence. 
Sent  up. 

Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
Certificate  of  the  election  of  Patrick  Norton  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

&.n  election  was  ordered.  Committee— Messrs. 
Parkman  of  Ward  9,  Devlin  of  Ward  13,  Sweenev, 
Sr.,  of  Ward  2. 

Whole  number  of  votes 69 

Necessary  lora  choice 35 

Hermann  G-rundel 5 

Patrick  Norton 22 

William  Doogue 42 

Mr.  Doogue  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
Sent  up. 

INCORPORATION    OF    THE    CITY     HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  2-i  called  for  the  special  as- 
signment for  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  Report  and  or- 
der to  petition  for  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  City  Hospital  (City  Doc.  No.  27). 

The  question  was  upon  substituting  the  minori- 
ty for  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24— As  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  majority  report  in  favor  of  incorporation,  1 
desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of  it.  The 
incorporation  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
is  a  subject  with  which  many  of  us"  are  familiar, 
owing  to  the  discussion  it  received  at  the  hands 
of  the  last  City  Council.  But  there  are  those  to 
whom  the  matter  is  not  so  familiar,  and  I  propose 
to  state  briefly  the  history  and  purposes  of  this 
institution,  the  present  manner  of  its  manage- 
ment, the  proposed  change,  and  the  reasons  for 
and  against  incorporation.  In  1851  a  bequest  was 
left  by  Elisha  Goodnow,  amounting  to  about 
$25,000,  to  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  purposes  of 
the  hospital.  One-half  of  it  was  to  be  devoted 
to  maintaining  tree  beds,  and  the  whole  fund  to 
be  at  all  times  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Management  of  the  hospital.  That  fund  has  been 
swelled  from  time  to  time  by  other  bequests,  un- 
til at  the  present  time  it  amounts  to  something 
like  $35,000.  There  is  an  additional  amount  in 
prospect  under  the  will  of  the  late  Silas  Durkee, 
which,  with  the  other,  will  amount  to  between 
$50,000  and  860,000.  He  died  last  year,  and  his 
estate  is  not  yet  settled.  The  Legislature  passed 
an  act  in  1858  authorizing  the  city  to  build  a  hos- 
pital. In  1861,  the  site  having  been  chosen,  the 
building  was  commenced,  and  in  1863  it  was 
opened  for  the  reception  of  patients.  It  is  for 
the  treatment  of  patients  who  need  temporary 
medical  and  surgical  assistance.  To  show  the  ex- 
tent to  which  this  charity  is  availed  of,  I  quote 
from  the  last  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
where  it  is  stated  that  during  the  year  ending 
April  30,  1879— that  being  the  date  of  'the  last  re- 
port—there have  been  treated  4631  patients;  there 
were  discharged  from  the  institution  3981;  there 
had  died  347,  and  still  remained  in  the  hosnital 
303  at  that  date.  These  patients  have  been  treat- 
ed at  an  expense  amounting  to  $117,856.45 
for  simply  medical  and  surgical  treatment, 
exclusive  of  all  changes  and  repairs  on  the  build- 
ing. A  part  of  those  patients  paid  a  portion  of 
the  expense  of  treatment,  amounting  to  $7820, 
leaving  a  total  expense  of  a  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  and  some  odd  dollars.  It  shows  that 
this  great  charity  is  fully  appreciated  by  the 
public,  and  is  largely  availed  of.  The  manage- 
ment at  present  consists  of  a  board  of  nine  trus- 
tees, three  chosen  each  year  by  the  City  Govern- 
ment— consisting  of  one  Alderman  and  two  Coun- 
cilmen— for  a  period  of  one  year,  and  of  the  other 
six,  two  are   chosen  from   the   citizens  at   large 


each  year  to  serve  three  years.  It  will  be  seen 
that,  under  the  present  management,  it  is  possi- 
ble in  any  year  for  a  majority  of  five  of  the  nine 
trustees  to  go  out,  and  for  the  board  to  have  a  ma- 
jority of  new  men  perhaps  entirely  unacquainted 
with'the  requirements  and  needs  of  the  institution. 
In  the  event  of  such  a  thing  happening,  it  might 
be  a  very  serious  damage  to  the  institution.  It  is 
desirable  that  the  management  of  a  public  charity 
like  this  should  be  removed  as  far  as  possible 
from  all  political  and  party  excitement.  In  order 
to  accomplish  that,  a  petition  was  brought  in 
here  last  year  asking  us  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  an  act  of  incorporation  for  the  City  Hos- 
pital. It  would  seem  that  if  anything  could  give 
stability  to  the  management  of  this  institution, 
or  of  any  institution  of  this  kind,  it  would  be  a 
general  act  of  the  Legislature;  ana  next  to  that, 
an  ordinance  of  the  city.  Of  the  two  it  would 
seem  that  a  general  act  would  be  the  most  desira- 
ble for  the  purpose.  That  petition  was  referred 
to  a  committee  and  a  hearing  had.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  evidence  adduced,  a  majority  of  the 
committee  brought  in  a  report  in  favor  of  incor- 
poration, Ave  out  of  the  eight  signing  the  major- 
ity, and  the  other  three  signing  the  minority  re- 
port. The  minority  report  contained  a  clause 
recommending  recommittal,  the  report  being  op- 
posed to  incorporation.  The  majority  report  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  30  to  28,  I  think,  but  the  sub- 
ject was  recommitted  in  the  other  branch.  It 
came  up  again  this  year,  and  the  committee  gave 
another  hearing.  It  was  very  well  attended.  The 
former  superintendent  of  the  hospital,  •  -  Dr. 
Cowles,  who  had  been  superintendent  several 
years,  and  who  is  now  superintendent  of  the  Mc- 
Lean Asylum, — appeared  and  was  strongly  in  fa- 
vor of  incorporation.  The  meuical  staff  of  the 
hospital  appeared  and  with  one  exception  were 
in  favor  of  incorporation.  These  are  men  who 
have  been  connected  with  the  institution  from  its 
start  in  1863.  Two  of  the  trustees  appeared,  one 
in  favor  and  one  opposed  to  incorporation.  I  un- 
derstand that  a  majority  of  the  trustees  are  in 
favor  of  incorporation.  It  would  seem  that  if 
any  people  should  know  the  needs  of  this  institu- 
tion, these  are  the  men.  They  have  no  axe  to 
grind.  The  physicians  and  trustees  serve  with- 
out pay.  From  their  reputation  and  character 
they  cannot  be  suspected  of  having  any  ulterior 
motive.  I  think  no  member  of  the  committee  be- 
lieves that  those  witnesses  stated  anything  but 
what  they  honestly  believed  to  be  true, —that  they 
were  acting  without  regard  to  any  other  motive 
exceptthe  good  of  the  institution.  As  a  result  of 
the  investigation,  a  majority  of  the  committee — 
this  time  seven— reported  in  favor  of  incorpora- 
tion. It  was  to  be  expected  that  there  would  be  a 
minority  report  in  tnis  case  as  well  as  in  ke  last, 
or  the  gentleman  who  brought  in  the  minority  re- 
port could  not  do  otherwise  and  be  consistent,  as 
he  was  one  of  the  three  wLo  signed  the  minority 
report  lastVear.  The  notion  underlying  both  of 
these  minority  reports  is  this:  It  is  supposed  that 
the  incorporation  is  sought  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  off  the  institution  from  the  control  of  tl.e 
City  Government,  tor  some  motive  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  explain.  I  do  not  believe  such  a  no- 
tion as  that  entered  into  the  heads  ol  any  wit- 
nesses who  appeared  in  favor  of  incorporation. 
The  model  upon  which  it  is  asked  that  this  insti- 
tution shall  be  incorporated  is  the  Public  Library. 
If  that  model  is  followed,  I  fail  to  see  how 
tho  control  of  the  City  Government  over  the 
hospital  is  at  all  affected.  By  that  act  of  incor- 
poration the  government  of  the  Public  Library  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
consisting  of  one  Alderman  and  one  Councilman 
elected  for  one  year,  and  the  other  five  nominated 
by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  bv  the  City  Council, 
each  for  a  period  of  five  years.  They  are  at  all 
times  subject  to  a  removal  for  cause  by  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. They  cannot  spend  a  single  dollar  which 
has  not  been  already  appropriated  for  them.  The 
City  Government  may  at  any  time  make  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  library,  and  define  the 
duties  of  those  trustees,  which  are  not  contrary 
to  the  law  of  the  Commonwealth  under  which  the 
trustees  are  incorporated.  But  supposing  it  were 
necessary  for  the  good  of  this  institution,  to  ena- 
ble it  to  work  its  highest  good,  that  the  City  Gov- 
ernment should  lose  some  of  its  power.  I  do  not 
think  we  should  be  so  strenuous  in  regard  to  our 
rights  as  to  allow  this  great  public  charity  to  suffer. 
It  is  not  what  we  are  sent  here  for.  We  are  sent 
here  to  legislate  for  the  good  of  the  city  and  the 
city  institutions.    If  it  is  desirable,  to  enable  that 
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charity  to  work  its  highest  good,  that  the  City 
Government  should  lose  some  of  its  power,  I  do 
not  think  we  should  hesitate.  It  is  said  the  same 
stability  might  be  acquired  under  an  ordinance, 
and  that  an  ordinance  is  much  more  easily  re- 
pealed than  a  general  law,  in  case  it  does  not 
work  well.  That  seems  to  me  a  reason  why  a 
general  act  of  the  Legislature  should  be  adopted, 
in  preference  to  an  ordinance.  For  the  same 
political  or  party  feelings,  which  in  any  year 
might  lead  to  an  election  of  a  majority  of  new 
men  upon  the  Board  of  Trustees  could  just  as 
easily  lead  to  the  repeal  of  the  ordinance."  And 
then  we  should  come  back  to  the  original  state  of 
things,  which  I  think  every  member  of  the  Gov- 
ernment believes  it  is  highly  desirable  to  avoid. 
From  the  report  of  the  Superintendent,  which 
accompanies  that  of  the  trustees,  it  appears— 

"As  m  other  kinds  of  business,  an  institution 
like  the  City  Hospital  gains  the  good  will  of  the 
public  by  being  always  ready  to  promptly  render 
the  aid  headed  and  asked  "for,  with  as  little  cir- 
cumlocution  and  as  few  obstructive  rules  as  pos- 
sible, and  thereby  making  itself  valuable  to  the 
public.  It  is  equally  plain,  therefore,  as  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city  increases,  and  the  hospital  ac- 
commodations are  necessarily  enlarged  to  a  cor- 
responding degree,  that  the  excellence  of  the  fu- 
ture growth  of  the  institution  depends  upon  the 
pursuance  of  the  same  policy  of  suiting  its  work 
in  the  most  perfect  way  practicable  to  the  wants 
of  the  sick. 

"If  it  were  asked  of  me  to  point  out  the  one 
most  important  principle  the  observance  of 
which  has  produced  the  good  results  obtained 
here,  and  is  most  essential  to  future  success,  it  is 
this:  That  the  interests  of  the  hospital  and  the 
sick  have  been,  under  all  circumstances,  held  to 
be  paramount  to  any  individual  interest  within  or 
without  the  hospital,  and  success  has  come  be- 
cause the  prevailing  policy  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees has  sustained  that  principle." 

Now  that  is  just  the  state  of  things  we  want  to 
perpetuate.  If  it  is  necessary  to  get  rid  of  any 
element  of  instability  that  may  appear  in  the 
present  management,  I  should  not  hesitate  a  mo- 
ment. That  such  an  element  does  exist,  I  think 
is  granted  even  by  the  minority  report.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  in  the  course  of  time  this  charity 
will  become,  by  reason  of  bequests  from  charita- 
bly disposed  persons,  possessed  of  a  surer  founda- 
tion than  it  now  has.  One  instance  was  cited  be- 
fore the  committee  where  a  person  having  in 
mind  the  leaving  of  a  legacy  to  the  city  for  the 
support  of  this  institution, "was  deterred  from  it 
by  the  fact  that  it  is  not  incorporated.  If  "it  is  de- 
sirable that  this  institution  should  be  made  the 
receiver  of  legacies,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  not  in- 
corporated stands  in  the  way  of  that,  I  think  we 
should  remove  the  obstacle;  and  it  seems  to  me 
the  most  perfect  way  cf  doing  it  is  by  this  act  of 
incorporation. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  desire  to  add  a  very 
little  to  what  has  already  been  said  in  support  of 
the  majority  report.  It  hardly  seems  to  require 
much  argument.  I  wish,  however,  to  call  atten- 
tion a  little  more  in  detail  to  the  subject  of  dona- 
tions, which,  it  appeared  before  the  committee, 
will  be  attracted  to  this  institution,  provided  it  is 
incorporated.  The  department  of  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  has  been  incorporated  for  a  great 
many  years  and  the  reason  why  it  was  incorpo- 
rated, as  appears  from  the  preamble,  is  this,  and 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
preamble  of  the  act:  [Reading  from  page  545, 
ordinances  1876.] 

"By  an  act  passed  April  25th,  1772,  after  reciting 
in  a  preamble  that  many  charitably  disposed  per- 
sons have  given  and  bequeathed  considerable 
sums  of  money  and  other  interests  and  estates  to 
the  poor  of  the  town  of  Boston  and  their  use,  and 
many  other  persons  were  well  inclined  to  make 
charitable  donations  to  the  same  good  purpose, 
hut  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  said  town 
not  being  incorporated,  the  good  intentions  of 
those  who  had  made,  and  those  who  inclined 
to  make,  such  charitable  donations  had  been 
either  wholly  frustrated  or  not  carried  into  full 
effect,  it  was  enacted,"  etc. 

Now,  it  appeared  very  clearly  at  the  hearing 
that  if  additional  stability,  which  would  only  be 
given  to  the  hospital  by  an  act  of  incorporation, 
could  be  secured,  donations  would  undoubtedly 
he  attracted  to  it  for  that  reason  among  the  others 
which  have  been  stated,  and  which  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  repeat,  we  must  all  conclude— those  of  us 
who  have  the  best  interests  of  the  institution  at 
heart — that  the  institution  should  be  incorporated. 


As  it  consists  now,  it  is  too  loose.  Every  one 
familiar  with  the  management  of  corporations  is 
quite  aware  that  the  Dusiness  can  be  done  in  a 
much  more  satisfactory  manner  under  a  smaller 
board  of  management,  serving  for  longer  periods. 
It  appeared  before  the  committee  that  the  insti- 
tution could  be  managed  more  economically  than 
at  present.  I  also  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  fact  that  a  majority  of  the 
trustees  favor  incorporation.  As  the  board 
stands  now  I  am  quite  sure  the  trustees,  with  one 
exception,  would  favor  incorporation.  This  in- 
cludes the  president,  Hon.  Timothy  Dacey.  His 
letter  is  appended  to  the  evidence.  He  is  well 
known  to  us,  and  particularly  to  members  of  the 
Council  from  Wards  7  and  8.  I  regard  him  as  a 
gentleman  of  excellent  judgment,  and  his  opinion 
has  a  great  deal  of  weight  with  me.  As  has  been 
suggested,  there  is  no  reason  why  this  institution, 
which  is  capable  of  much  more  than  has  already 
been  accomplished  by  it,  should  not  become  a 
rival  even  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
which  is  an  incorporated  institution,  having  up- 
wards of  §2,000,000  in  funds.  I  should  have  stated 
when  referring  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  that 
they  have  something  over  $500,000;  and  I  can  but 
conclude  that  that  was  in  consequence  of  the  fact 
that  they  were  incorporated.  Every  one  must 
appreciate  the  fact  that  people  will  not  give- 
money  and  make  donations  to  an  institution  un- 
less they  can  be  assured  that  their  intentions  will 
be  carried  out.  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
go  further  into  this  discussion,  at  present  at  least, 
the  ground  having  been  covered  by  the  gentleman 
who  preceded  me. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  24  did  me  the  honor  to  say  he  expected  I 
would  make  a  minority  report.  I  presume  he 
equally  expects  me  to  defend  it.  I  am  sorry  this 
report  was  not  circulated  among  the  members  of 
the  Council  before  tonight,  because  I  have  so 
fully  set  forth  my  argument  in  the  printed  pages, 
that,  had  the  members  read  it,  I  should  not  have 
troubled  them  with  any  remarks.  But  inasmuch 
as  it  was  received  here  only  half  an  hour  before 
the  Council  met,  and  we  have  had  so  much  busi- 
ness that  I  presume  the  members  have  not  made 
themselves  familiar  with  the  statements,  I  am 
obliged  to  occupy  a  few  moments  in  the  discus- 
sion. I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council 
primarily  to  this  fact:  The  difference  between 
the  majority  and  the  minority  reports  consists 
entirely  in  the  question  whether  we  shall  do  this 
thing,  if  at  all,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  or  an 
ordinance.  A  large  majority  of  the  committee, 
who  never  held  a  consultation  that  I  know  of, 
have  reported  in  favor  of  petitioning  the  Legisla- 
ture for  an  act  which  shall  bind  forever  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Cit>  Hospital. 
I  am  obliged  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  24  for 
making  a  general  statement  in  regard  to  the  hospi 
tal,  as  it  will  save  me  going  over  the  same  ground. 
But  one  point  the  members  will  remember:  The 
City  Hospital  is  as  much  a  branch  oi  the  City- 
Government  as  the  Water  Board,  the  Police  Com- 
mission or  any  other  department.  The  act  giving 
power  to  the  city  of  Boston  to  establish  a  hospital 
is  very  brief  indeed.  It  is  a  model  of  simplicity. 
It  is  simply  this: 

"The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to 
erect,  establish  and  maintain  a  hospital  for  the 
reception  of  persons  who,  by  misfortune  or  pov- 
erty may  require  relief  during  temporary  sick- 
ness." 

It  was  not  intended  to  build  up  a  great  hospital 
for  the  benefit  of  science.  It  was  not  intended 
that  it  should  be  a  wonder  of  the  city  or  anything 
of  that  kind.  It  was  meant  to  be  a  place  in  which 
persons,  who  by  misfortune  or  poverty  require 
temporary  relief,  should  receive  it.  For  that  pur- 
pose the  city  has  given  the  munificent  sum  of  over 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  besides  the  land  on 
which  it  stands,  and  annually  expends  over  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  its 
maintenance.  Now,  Mr.  President,  who  is  it  that 
desires  this  change  ?  You  find  on  every  page  of 
the  reporMhe  statement  over  and  over  again  that 
it  is  desired  by  the  medical  staff.  And,  sir,  who 
are  the  medical  staff  who  come  to  us  and  ask  us  to 
divest  ourselves  of  the  power  given  us  by  the 
people  of  this  city  ?  This  medical  staff  is  a  small 
section  of  the  doctors  of  the  city,  a  very  eminent 
and  charitable  section,  but  they  are  a  very  small 
section.  I  find  in  the  directory  of  this  year  there 
are  four  hundred  physicians  in  good  standing, 
who  are  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  there  are  a  hundred  practitioners  of 
homoeopathy,  a  hundred  female  physicians,  and 
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three  hundred  others  of  different  schools.  As 
I  understand  the  report,  this  medical  staff  con- 
sists of  about  fifty  persons.  I  wish  you  to  notice 
the  evidence  given  by  the  staff,  showing  that  they 
are  a  self-elected  body.  Dr.  Gavin,  one  of  the 
trustees,  says — 

"The  name  is  sent  in  and  the  practice  has  been 
to  elect  them  almost  invariably." 

Another  of  the  staff  says — 

"The  members  of  the  staff  are  appointed  every 
year,  but  practically  we  hold  our  positions  for 
life,  or  as  long  as  we  wish  them.  There  is  no  ap- 
plication for  appointment  made;  we  simply  get 
our  appointment  every  year  as  a  matter  of 
course." 

Dr.  Cotting  also  said— 

"The  members  of  the  staff  being  there  is  a  ben- 
efit to  the  institution  and  it  is  beneficial  to  them 
in  practice." 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  undertake  to  undervalue  the 
services  of  the  medical  staff,  but  I  wish  you  to 
understand  it  is  not  only  charitable  on  their  be- 
half, but  it  is  also  beneficial  to  them  in  practice. 
They  constitute  a  self-appointed  body  not  respon- 
sible to  the  City  Council,  and  they  are  the  parties 
who  press  this  idea  of  incorporation.  Trustees 
were  not  unanimous.  So  far  as  the  testimony 
went  I  believe  they  stood  two  for  and  one  against 
the  change.  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  any  change  in  the  formation 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  is  desirable  or  not,  be- 
cause the  minority  report  says,  in  case  you  don't 
go  to  the  Legislature,  send  this  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  and  let  them  consider  what 
changes  are  necessary.  But  I  venture  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  motive 
only  alluded  to  at  times  in  the  testimony,  but 
which  seems  to  be  the  real  foundation  of  this 
whole  matter.  One  of  the  witnesses  testified  that  he 
favored  it  because  it  would  raise  their  rank  in  the 
estimation  of  physicians  attached  to  other  hospit- 
als. That  is  certainly  a  laudable  ambition,  but  such 
a  motive  ought  not  to  influence  this  Council.  But 
beyond  that,  the  main  evidence  put  in  by  Dr 
Green,  the  first  witness  called,  and  which  was  in 
dorsed  by  the  others,  was  to  the  effect  that  they 
wanted  to  cut  adrift  from  the  City  Government; 
they  wanted  a  board  established  by  and  not  re- 
sponsible to  the  City  Government.  They  want  us 
to  vote  them  the  §120,000  they  require,  and  from 
that  time  we  are  not  to  have  any  control  over 
their  expenditures.  I  want  to  call  your  attention 
to  a  question  put  to  one  witness  upon  a  subject 
upon  which  you  all  have  some  feeling.  Dr.  Blake 
was  on  the  stand,  and  not  knowing  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board,  I  asked  the  question  if 
they  wanted  mure  money  than  the  City  Govern- 
ment desired  to  appropriate,  and  this  was  his 
reply: 

"Suppose  the  City  Hospital  asked  for  $100,000, 
and  the  City  Government  chose  to  cut  the 
amount  down',  after  certain  contracts  had  been 
made,  I  don't  think  the  trustees  could  do  very 
well  other  than  to  keep  their  word." 

If  this  incorporation  is  carried  out,  we  shall  in- 
variablv  have  the  same  thing  which  nas  happened 
in  the  School  Committee.  We  shall  have  a  branch 
of  the  City  Government,  for  which  we  are  sup- 
posed to  be  responsible,  coming  in  with  an  appli- 
cation for  money,  going  ahead  and  spending 
money,  and  there  will  be  nothing  left  for  the  City 
Council  to  do  but  to  appropriate  a  supplementary 
amount.  I  wish  I  had  time  to  read  some  extracts 
from  the  reports.  You  will  find  on  every  page 
that  the  scientific  fever  has  taken  hold  of  the 
staff.  Tou  will  find  that  they  not  only  intend 
to  spend  this  money  for  the  benefit  of  per- 
sons who  require  temporary  relief,  but  they 
have  an  idea  in  their  heads  that  they 
are  going  to  build  up  a  great  scientific  school. 
The  last  report  puts  in  a  word  about  the  training 
school  for  nurses  which  has  been  carried  oh.  I 
claim  this  as  intended  as  a  charity  for  poor  per- 
sons. It  is  maintained  by  sums  "raised  annually 
by  taxation.  It  is  only  an  enlargement  ot  the 
idea  by  which  we  have  a  city  physician  here  and 
town  physicians  in  towns.  It  was  intended  sim- 
ply to  take  care  of  poor  persons  when  sick.  And 
.yet  this  medical  staff,  because  they  have  pros- 
pered so  well  and  had  the  boundless  charity  of 
the  city  of  Boston  to  draw  upon,  desire  to  make 
it  a  blessing  to  science,  as  they  state.  That  may 
be  an  admirable  thing,  but  I  want  you  to  remem- 
ber the  sums  of  money  the  School  Board  have 
spent  without  the  consent  of  the  City  Council, 
and  which  have  had  to  be  approprfated.  The 
School  Committee  had  an  idea  that  they  could 
spend  money  more  judiciously  than  was  provided 


for  in  the  appropriation,  and  they  did  so.  The 
Council  will  remember  that  five  years  ago  the 
School  Committee  were  cut  adrift"  from  the  City 
Council  to  a  certain  extent.  I  happened  to  be  in 
this  chamber  when  that  act  passed.  It  was  then 
said  that  the  City  Council  would  always  have  con- 
trol of  the  School  Committee.  But  what  do  you 
find?  Only  yesterday,  when  this  Council  had 
passed  an  order  to  remonstrate  against  these  ex- 
penditures by  the  School  Committee,  the  petition 
of  the  Mayor  of  Boston  was  unanimously  reject- 
ed. When  a  body  has  been  incorporated  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislature,  its  powers  stand  on  the 
same  foundation  as  those  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
I  have  already  said  I  do  not  know  but  some 
change  is  necessary  in  the  formation  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  But  the  evidence  offered 
is  of  the  slightest  description.  Any  one  who 
will  take  the  pains  to  read  this  evidence  will 
be  convinced  of  it.  Dr.  Green  was  the 
first  witness.  He  pitched  the  keynote  and 
they  all  sang  in  unison.  He  wanted  the 
hospital  incorporated  so  as  to  be  beyond  the  City 
Government.  He  said  the  time  might  come  when 
the  ideas  of  the  City  Council  might  be  opposed  to 
those  of  the  Trustees,  and  he  wanted  them  to  be 
in  such  a  position  that  no  City  Council  could  in- 
terfere with  any  plan  the  Trustee's  had  under- 
taken. Now,  if  that  is  a  good  plan,  why  not  go 
farther?  If  it  is  a  good  thing  for  one  department 
to  be  incorporated,  let  every  other  department  be 
incorporated.  They  desire  to  have  that  power  so 
that  no  interference  will  be  nid.de  by  tne  City 
Council  in  case  the  views  of  the  board  do  not 
agree  with  those  of  the  City  Council.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  pause.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  want  to 
bring  medical  difficulties  into  this  board,  but 
there  is  one  question  I  wish  to  be  remembered  hy 
this  Council.  This  med;cal  staff,  which  really 
controls  the  hospital,  and  runs  it,  as  they  say 
themselves,  represents  but  one  portion  of  the 
recognized  medical  practitioners  of  the  city.  All 
homoeopathic  physicians  are  excluded  from  the 
staff.  That  may  be  a  go  d  thing  or  a  bad  one. 
But  it  is  certainly  a  thing  which  the  Council 
ought  to  take  into  account  before  they  put  the 
entire  control  of  the  hospital  into  the  hands  of 
the  staff.  I  don't  know  whether  anybody  in  this 
Council  believes  in  homoeopathy,  but  I  believe 
that  branch  of  the  medical  practice  has  reached 
a  position  where  they  have  the  confidence  of  a 
large  number  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  who 
are  supporting  this  hospital  at  the  present  time. 
I  do  not  think  a  set  of  men  who  are  so  limited 
in  their  views  in  that  respect  are  any  guides 
for  us,  when  they  ask  for  unlimited  powers.  I 
have  no  desire  to  stifle  inquiry.  It  may  be  that 
changes  in  the  board  are  necessary,  but  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  the  only  possible  and  practical 
way  is  by  following  the  plan  already  adapted  for 
the  Public  Library.  It  only  shows  how  little 
qualified  these  eminent  physicians  are  to  deal 
with  matters  of  this  size,  that  they  can  suggest 
nothing  better  than  the  experiment  now  being 
tried  at  the  City  Library.  It  is  perfectly  true  that 
that  system  has  received  some  defence;  but  it  is 
aiso  true  that  it  is  at  the  present  time  suffering 
from  attacks.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  printed  docu- 
ment received  last  Thursday  evening,  dated  Feb. 
1,  and  addressed  to  Hon.  F.  O.  Prince,  Mayor,  and 
signed  by  Mr.  Fred  B.  Perkins,  until  recently  an 
employe  of  the  Public  Library.  Before  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  adopt  a  system  so  narrow  and  con- 
tracted as  the  Public  Library,  I  think  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  should  pay  some  attention  to 
this  document  which  comes  from  Mr.  Perkins. 
He  states  that  he  can  show  a  waste  of  from  §5000 
to  §7000  a  year  in  one  item  alone.    He  says — 

"For  every  §1000  worth  of  books  which  the  city 
buys  through  the  library,  it  pays  also  §600  to  have 
them  catalogued.  This 'cost  of  cataloguing  is  ex- 
cessive and  indefensible.  Public  money  should  be 
used  more  economically  than  private  money." 

Mr.  Perkins,  I  venture  to  say,  is  an  expert  in 
this  matter.  He  understands  whereof  he  speaks. 
Here  is  the  point  which  I  wish  the  Council  partic- 
ularly to  note — 

"The  city  has  no  power,  under  the  present  char- 
ter organization  of  the  library,  to  direct  how  the 
trustees  shall  expend  its  money;  and  it  ought, 
therefore,  to  save  this  §5000  or  more  to  the  tax- 
payers in  the  only  way  left  open, viz.,  by  reducing 
the  annual  appropriation  for  the  library  by  the 
sum  of  S5000  or  more,  as  the  case  may  be." 

There  is  the  evidence  of  a  gentleman  who  has 
been  interested  in  the  Public  Library,  employed 
in  the  work  he  is  criticising,  and  he  tells  you  that 
under  the  present  system  the  Council   have  no 
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control  over  the  expenditures  after  the  money  is 
voted.  If  that  be  true  in  regard  to  the  Public 
Library,  which  could  not  be  very  grossly  mis- 
managed, and  it  an  expenditure  were  made 
wrongfully  it  can  do  no  harm,  especially  it  the 
Council  cut  down  the  appropriation,  what  will  be 
the  case  in  regard  to  the  City  Hospital?  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  none  of  us  would  dare  to  vote 
against  an  appropriation  if  the  trustees  came  in 
here  and  told  us  we  must  double  the  amount  of 
their  appropriations  for  the  year.  We  should  feel 
that  we  must  do  it,  for  if  we  did  not,  as  Dr.  Blake 
has  said,  they  will  make  their  contracts  and  see 
that  they  are  carried  out.  I  hope  what  I  have 
said  will  justify  the  submission  of  the  minority 
report  and  orders.  The  matter  stands  in  a  nut- 
shell. By  the  majority  report  you  will  apply  for 
legislation  to  take  power  away  from  your  own 
hands.  By  the  minority  report,  without  denying 
the  necessity  for  some  changes,  you  will  refuse  to 
give  up  this  power.  A  system  established  by  a 
good  ordinance  is  as  good  as  if  established' by 
law.  One  of  the  first  commissions  established  in 
this  city,  the  fire  eommission,  was  established  by 
ordinance,  and  whoever  talks  about  abolishing  it? 
I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  in  regard  to  donations.  You  may 
search  this  evidence  from  beginning  to  end,  and 
you  will  find  there  has  been  but  one  possible 
donation  lost,  and  that  was  $2000.  It  is  not  true 
in  my  estimation  that  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to 
depend  upon  donations  for  carrying  out  its  pub- 
lic charities.  We  have  enough  public  charity  to 
be  taxed,  and  we  have  always  found  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  ready  to  vote  any  reasorable 
sum.  The  cases  are  not  parallel.  All  the  great 
hospitals  which  have  received  these  bequests  have 
done  so  because  they  needed  them.  All  such 
great  hospitals  were  established  and  carried  on 
by  private  charity.  It  seems  unnecessary  to 
supplement  by  private  charity  what  the  city 
is  so  ready  to  do  by  annual  taxation.  I  move 
to  substitute  the  minority  report  for  that  of  the 
majority. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — It  seems  to  me 
we  are  called  upon  not  to  consider  a 
theoretical  hospital,  but  the  actual  state 
of  things  which  exists  at  the  City  Hospital  today. 
I  think  one  thing  which  induced  a  great  many 
gentlemen  to  give  their  testimony  in  favor  of  this 
petition,  was  the  very  short  terms  which  the 
trustees  served,  and  which  they  have  served  since 
the  hospital  was  founded.  The  average  length  of 
service  of  the  trustees  if  we  go  away-back  to  the 
first  of  it,  when  they  served  longer  than  now,  is 
only  a  fraction  over'  two  years,  about  two  vears 
and  three  quarters.  If  we  consider  the  changes 
brought  about  in  the  hospital  within  the  last 
three  years,  we  shall  find  a  condition  worse  than 
that.  A  change  has  been  made  every  year  for  the 
last  three  years,  so  that  a  majority  of  the  trustees 
have  been  new  members.  If  gentlemen  will  look 
back  at  the  records  they  will  find  that  out  of  ten 
trustees  mentioned  in  the  report  for  1873,  only 
one  is  left.  That  is  to  say, there  was  a  change  ot 
nine  out  of  ten  trustees  in  twelve  months.  1  will 
leave  it  to  any  business  man  in  this  Coun- 
cil if  he  thinks  the  affairs  of  any  con- 
cern spending  a  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year  can  be  properly  managed  by 
such  a  shilling  body  which  in  the  last  three 
years  has  entirely  changed  the  majority  of  its 
governing  hoard.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have 
had  a  slur  cast  on  the  medical  and  surgical  staff 
of  the  hospital.  If  the  gentleman  will  look  back 
he  will  find  that  out  of  the  seven  surgeons  ap- 
pointed to  the  hospital  when  that  institution  was 
opened  fourteen  years  ago,  there  are  four,  or  a 
majority,  who  are  today  faithfully  performing 
their  duty.  The  trustees  have  changed  long  ago, 
and  it  seems  to  me  the  great  success  of  the  hos- 
pital is  due  to  the  faithful  and  unpaid  perform- 
ance of  their  duties  by  the  medical  and  surgical 
staff.  I  asked  the  treasurer  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  as  to  the  amount  of  money  they 
had  received  in  bequests  since  the  City  Hospital 
■was  founded — that  is,  during  the  same  period  of 
fourteen  years.  That  sum  amounted  to  one  mil- 
lion four  hundred  thousand  and  odd  dollars.  He 
further  stated  that  this  does  not  represent  the 
largest  part  of  their  bequests,  because  we  consid- 
er that  the  unpaid  services  of  our  medical  staff 
are  the  largest  benefit  we  have.  Any  gentleman 
who  has  served  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  from 
this  body  will  admit  that  the  duties  he  is  called 
upon  to  "perform  are  not  those  which  his  ordinary 
business  work  calls  upon  him  to  do.  It  is  not 
merely  the  settlement  of  accounts  and  adding  of 


figures.    He  is  called  upon  to  consider   questions 
regarding    sick   people,   systems    of  ventilation, 

Sualifications  of  medical  men,  all  of  which  are 
ifficult  to  learn  and  take  some  time  to  acquire.  I 
do  not  think  a  person  can  go  in  there  a  stranger 
and  in  three  months  consider  himself  a  compe- 
tent trustee  for  such  an  institution.  The  gentle- 
men who  last  spoke  suggested  that  the  amount  of 
bequests  which  the  hospital  had  lost  owing  to  its 
not  being  incorporated  was  exceedingly  small.  One 
gentleman  who  appeared  before  the  committee 
said  he  knew  of  two  thousand  dollars  which  had 
been  turned  away  by  the  failure  of  incorporation. 
In  regard  to  others,  I  think  this  a  matter  wnich 
people  are  not  in  the  habit  of  talking  much 
about,  and  we  should  hardly  be  likely  to  know 
the  amount  thus  lost.  But  if  we  look  at  the  his- 
tory of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  as 
written  by  Mr.  Bowditch,  you  will  find  this  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  bequest  of  Mr.  John  Red- 
man— 

"In  view  of  his  son's  situation,  he  had  intended 
to  leave  all  his  property  to  the  city  on  certain 
trusts.  He  finally  determined  to  leave  it  to  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  in  the  treas- 
urer's report  for  the  year  1872,  it  is  stated  that 
the  hospital  had  received  in  all  from  that  legacy 
$438,900.26." 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  City  Hospital 
would  have  received  the  whole  of  that  money  if 
it  had  been  incorporated,  but  I  think  its  chances 
for  a  large  portion  of  it  would  have  been  much, 
better.  The  bill  proposed  and  advocated  takes 
no  power  from  the  City  Council.  If  one  refers  to 
the  act  incorporating  the  trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  he  sees  that  the  City  Council  have  entire 
control  over  the  election  of  that  board.  The  only 
difference  is  that  the  Mayor  nominates  the  trus- 
tees instead  of  their  being  nominated  by  an  irre- 
sponsible committee,  and  then  they  come  to  the 
City  Council  for  confirmation.  The  expenditures 
are  controlled  by  the  City  Council.  The  trustees 
cannot  expend  untold  sums  as  they  choose  and 
call  upon  the  City  Council  to  foot  the  bills.  They 
are  limited  to  the  appropriations  which  the  City 
Council  may  choose  to  give  them.  It  will  be  so  in 
the  case  of  the  City  Hospital.  They  are  to  be 
subject  at  all  times  to  such  limitations  and  re- 
strictions as  the  City  Government  may  direct,, 
and  the  sums  to  be  expended  shall  not  exceed 
those  appropriated  by  the  City  Council.  The 
trustees  are  removable  by  the  City  Council  for  ill 
behavior;  in  fact  the  City  Council  retains  its 
whole  control  over  that  body.  I  also  received  a 
copy  of  the  circular  which  the  gentleman  had 
from  Mr.  Perkins,  and  took  a  little  pains  to  in- 
vestigate it.  The  cost  of  cataloguing  in  the  Bos- 
ton Athenaeum  is  greater  than  that  quoted  by  Mr. 
Perkins  in  regard  to  the  Public  Library.  There 
is  also  another  reason  why  the  cost  of  cata- 
loguing in  the  Public  Library  has  been 
large.  The  library  left  to  the  city  by 
Mr.  Ticknor,  consisting  largely  of  Spanish, 
and  Portuguese  books,  had  a  condition  in  it  that 
it  should  be  catalogued  in  a  certain  manner. 
That  cataloguing  has  added  very  largely  to  this 
expense,  but  it  is  nearly  finished.  In  this  mere 
item,  I  think  the  expense  is  not  larger  in  the  city 
library  than  it  is  elsewhere.  A  good  catalogue  is 
necessary.  You  cannot  get  along  without  it.  It 
seems  to  me  the  incorporation  of  the  trustees 
will  be  a  benefit  to  the  hospital,  to  the  poor  pa- 
tients, to  the  city  and  to  the  institution  generally, 
and  I  am  very  sure  none  of  the  staff  favor  the 
petition  for  interested  or  personal  motives. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  had  not  intended  to  say 
anything  on  this  question  tonight,  having  ex- 
pressed my  views  last  year.  I  am  now,  as  I  was 
then,  in  favor  of  incorporating  the  City  Hospital. 
I  only  wish  to  answer  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  upon  one  point  which  has  been  already  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  said  that  the  proposed  act 
of  incorporation  would  give  the  trustees  power 
to  exceed  the  appropriations  made  for  them  by 
the  City  Government.  That  is  not  so.  It  would 
not  be  at  all  on  the  footing  that  the  School  Com- 
mittee is.  The  only  reason  the  School  Committee 
have  power  to  exceed  their  appropriations  is  be- 
cause the  statute  gives  them  power  to  fix  salaries 
of  teachers,  and  the  Supreme  Court  have  decided 
that  having  fixed  the  salaries  of  teachers  under 
that  power  the  city  is  bound,  even  though  it  ex- 
ceeds the  appropriations  made  by  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. There  is  no  such  provision  in  the  act 
incorporating  the  Public  Library,  which  the  incor- 
poration of  the  City  Hospital  is  to  follow.  The 
provision  on  the  subject  is  contained  in  section  6: 
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"The  said  Board  of  Trustees  may  appoint  a  su- 
perintendent or  librarian  with  such  assistants 
and  subordinate  officers  as  they  may  think  neces- 
sary or  expedient,  and  may  remove  the  same  and 
fix  their  compensation:  Provided,  That  the 
amount  thus  paid  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  ap- 
propriated by  the  City  Council  for  that  item  of 
the  expense,  and  the  income  of  any  moneys  which 
may  lawfully  be  appropriated  for  the  same  pur- 
pose from  funds  or  property  held  by  said  trustees 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

So  the  incorporation  asked  for  would  uot  give 
the  trustees  such  extreme  power  as  has  been 
claimed.  The  part  of  the  gentleman's  argument 
founded  upon  that  assumption  falls  to  the 
ground. 

Mr.  Perkins — I  had  designed  to  say  something 
tonight  in  defence  of  this  measure  proposing  to 
incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital.  But 
it  is  getting  late,  and  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  talk 
on  account  of  a  severe  cold.  I  merely  wish  to  say 
I  believe  this  is  the  right  thing  to  do.  Notwith- 
standing the  very  fine  argument  our  friend  from 
Ward  12  has  made,  in  his  own  estimation,  I  do 
not  think  he  has  proved  his  case.  Taking  the  evi- 
dence of  all  the  medical  gentlemen  who  were  be- 
fore that  committee,  I  think  their  statements 
should  weigh  and  have  more  influence  than  those 
he  has  made.  They  are  all  gentlemen  of  stand- 
ing, with  no  personal  interest  in  the  matter,  and 
can  have  none,  except  the  advancement  of  an  in- 
stitution of  that  kind  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
of  the  city;  and  in  advocating  an  act  of  incorpo- 
ration, they  do  so  simply  that  it  may  be  more 
permanent,  and  that  the  measures  they  take  for 
the  benefit  of  these  poor  sick  people  may  not  be 
destroyed  year  after  year  by  a  constant  change  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  As  has  been  shown  to- 
night, those  changes  are  very  rapid,  there  having 
been  almost  an  entire  change  of  management 
within  a  few  years.  As  the  board  is  organized 
now,  it  is  possible  in  any  year  to  change  a 
majority  of  the  members.  They  simply  ask  that 
this  may  be  done  away  with.  It  is  not  going  to 
benefit  the  staff  or  any  one  connected  with  the 
hospital.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  1  stated 
that  in  looking  over  the  Directory  he  found  four 
hundred  regular  physicians  in  Boston.  I  will 
guarantee  that  out  of  four  hundred  he  cannot 
find  fifty  who  will  oppose  this  act  of  incorpora- 
tion. So  far  as  the  one  hundred  Homoeopathic 
physicians  are  concerned,  I  think  they  care 
nothing  about  the  hospital  at  all.  They  have  a 
hospital  of  their  own  that  is  going  on  very  suc- 
cessfully. I  hope  the  Council  wiR  vote  for  the 
incorporation  of  the  City  Hospital. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  do  not  mean  to  re- 
peat the  arguments  already  made  in  behalf  of  an 
act  of  incorporation.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
signed  the  majority  report.  The  main  objection 
of  those  who  oppose  the  majority  report,  as  rep- 
resented by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  amounts 
to  this :  that  the  crv  of  the  staff  is  for  an  act  of 
incorporation,  and  he  thinks  and  states  that  if 
the  trustees  are  incorporated,  that  forever  re- 
moves the  management  of  the  hospital  from  the 
control  of  the  City  Government.  I  think  the 
gentleman  did  not  intend  to  make  an  erroneous 
statement,  but  that  is  hardly  a  fair  statement  of 
the  usult  of  an  act  of  incorporation.  The  city 
can  always  apply  to  the  Legislature  and  have 
such  an  act  of  incorporation  changed  or  entire- 
ly repealed.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the 
sentiment  of  Boston  as  regards  this  institution 
will  always  be  accepted  as  binding  in  regard  to 
any  act  or  charter,  or  Legislative  action  taken 
by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  If  we 
have  any  fault  to  find  with  the  management  or 
constitution  of  the  institution,  for  that  is  what 
an  act  of  incorporation  means,  all  we  have  to  do 
is  to  represent  our  case  properly  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  they  will  take  such  action  as  we  recom- 
mend. Therefore  it  is  hardly  true  to  say  that  in- 
corporating the  trustees  takes  away  the  control  of 
the  City  Hospital  from  the  City  Government. 
There  is  no  question  but  that  anybody  who  reads 
the  evidence  taken  before  the  eommittee  must 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  demand,  to  have 
the  trustees  incorporated,  is  made  by  persons 
most  interested  in  the  institution.  Nobody  can 
reach  any  other  conclusion  upon  reading  this 
evidence.  For  my  part,  I  hope  that  the  represen- 
tation of  those  gentlemen  who  are  most  interest- 
ed in  this  institution  shall  be  accepted  as  repre- 
senting the  demands  of  the  people  at  large,  and 
that  the  majority  report  will  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  did  not  intend  to  say 
anything  on  this  subject,  because  it  came  up  last 


year  and  received  very  full  discussion.  Being  a 
new  member  I  opposed  incorporation  for  the  same 
reason  that  I  do  now.  I  have  gone  through  the 
testimony  and  regret  that  I  was  not  at  the  hear- 
ing. 1  find  the  very  reasons  given  for  incorpo- 
rating the  hospital  are  just  those  reasons  why  it 
should  not  be  incorporated.  It  seems  to  me  very 
plain  that  they  want  to  cover  themselves  with 
more  authority,  which  they  call  responsibility.  I 
don't  think  we  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
responsibility  to  one  class  of  pel  sons  more  than 
any  other.  If  they  cannot  get  responsibility 
themselves  they  are  not  wortny  of  incorporation. 
That  is  my  view  of  the  matter.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  24  referred  to  these  men  working  with- 
out pay.  I  find  that  Dr.  Cowles  has  been  a  super- 
intendent for  years,  drawing  a  salary  of  $2200,  and 
that  the  present  superintendent  draws  that 
amount  now.  I  also  find  those  people  who  do  not 
get  a  living  on  the  city  at  large  oppose  incorpora- 
tion. Dr.  Gavin  has  been  there  for  years,  and 
says  it  is  well  enough,  that  the  incorporation  will 
not  give  it  additional  stability.  It  seems 
to  me  that  those  who  advocate  incorporation 
appear  to  be  new  men.  They  claim  that  the  hos- 
pital is  injured  by  frequent  changes.  But  does 
the  City  Government  suffer  by  the  changes  in  its 
Aldermen  and  Common  Council  every  year?  Why 
not  apply  the  same  argument  here.  Why  not  say 
that  the  members  of  the  City  Government  should 
retain  their  seats  for  a  term  of  years,  and  that 
city  affairs  will  be  administered  better.  It  is  all 
the  same  argument.  It  is  better  to  keep  in  the 
hands  of  the  City  Government  that  which  belongs 
to  it.  If  they  are  incorporated  we  will  have  no 
control  over  them  as  now.  Then  the  gentlemen 
have  referred  to  the  advantaga  of  incorporation. 
I  tell  you  the  State's  prison  today  gives  evidence 
of  the  effect  of  corporations.  There  are  many 
men,  who  have  been  trusted  and  prominent,  who 
are  doing  the  State  duty  today  which  they  would 
not  have  been  doing  had  it  not  been  for  their  con- 
nection with  corporations.  It  is  scarcely  necessa- 
ry for  me  to  say  that  the  gentlemen  have  not 
educed  any  argument  to  show  that  the  City  Hos- 
pital will  be  any  better  under  an  incorporation 
than  it  is  now.  If  any  gentleman  can  tell  me  who 
is  going  to  die  and  leave  his  money  to  the  hospital 
I  am  willing  to  vote  for  it,  if  it  is  necessary  to  se- 
cure the  gift.  But  I  am  not  willing  to  do  it  so 
long  as  it  is  only  conjecture.  I  intended  to  make 
the  same  remark  that  my  friend  from  Ward  12  did 
in  regard  to  the  PublicLibrary,  but  the  point 
has  been  covered  by  him,  and  that  is  another  rea- 
son why  the  City  Hospital  sho-dd  not  be  incorpo- 
rated. The  evidence  of  this  man,  who  has  been 
there  as  Secretary  of  the  Public  Library,  shows 
that  he  knows  what  the  effect  of  incorporation  is. 
I  hope  the  minority  repoit  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  regret  that  the  gentle- 
mau  from  Ward  12  should  have  seemed  to  give 
his  indorsement  to  a  brilliant  but  unscrupulous 
squib  which  a  very  critically-minded  gentleman 
has  seen  fit  to  send  to  members  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. I  do  not  think  he  intended  to  give  it 
deliberate  indorsement,  but  the  manner  of  its  in- 
troduction in  his  remarks  would  perhaps  lead 
some  to  infer  that  he  did.  Although  I  do  not 
propose  to  make  any  remarks  at  length,  I  thought 
it  would  be  proper  to  say  in  connection  with  the 
reference  to  the  Public  Library  and  its  manage- 
ment by  the  trustees,  that  several  statements  in 
Mr.  Perkins's  circular  are  entirely  erroneous  and 
misleading,  as  near  as  I  can  be  informed.  Wheth 
er  they  are  purposely  so,  or  whether  from  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Perkins,  in  his  connection  with  the 
library,  was  a  subordinate  and  had  not  all  the 
facilities  for  knowing  what  was  done  there,  I  do 
not  know;  but  they  are  certainly  inaccurate  and 
misleading.  I  hope  no  weight  will  be  given 
against  the  institution  on  account  of  this  slur. 
It  will  be  remembered  by  many  gentlemen  pres- 
ent in  1877,  that  the  City  Government  reduced  the 
salaries  of  the  employes  at  the  Public  Library,  as 
they  did  in  various  other  departments,  and  the 
result  of  that  process  was  the  clipping  off  of  a 
fragment  from  Mr.  Perkins's  salary.  Scarcely 
had  the  result  of  that  clipping  become  known, 
when  immediately  divers  very  pungent,  wittily- 
written  but  very  unscrupulous  little  squibs  be- 
gan to  appear  in  the  daily  papers.  It  was  soon 
found  that  Mr.  Perkins  was  busy  examining  the 
affairs  oi  the  Aldermen  and  Councilmen  and 
agents  of  the  City  Council.  He  went  so  far  as  to 
call  some  very  harsh  names.  Now,  I  do  not  think 
It  is  a  recommendation  for  any  man's  candor,  or 
that  it  adds  weight  to  his  statement,  if  he  puts 
himself  in  the  light  of  a  disturbed,  discontented, 
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recently-discharged  or  unwillingly  absented  em- 
ploye of  any  iinu  or  corporation,  to  be- 
gin immediately  to  make  charges  against  his  late 
or  present  employer.  I  think  the  author  ot  that 
circular  has  several  times  put  himself  in  that 
position.  I  simply  ask  that  the  perhaps  unintend- 
ed indorsement  of  the  circular  given  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  be  not  allowed  to  prejudice 
anybody's  mind.  I  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
advocacy  of  the  incorporation  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital.  1  shall  vote  for  the  order  re- 
ported by  the  majority.  Where  we  have  the  elec- 
tion and  control  of  the  choice  of  the  trustees  and 
then  have  entire  control  of  the  money  they  are  to 
spend,  and  have  to  a  considerable  degree  the  di- 
rection as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money 
shall  be  expended,  I  do  not  think  we  are  to  be  de- 
prived of  our  control  over  the  City  Hospital,  or 
that  the  institution  will  be  any  farther  from  the 
control  of  the  City  Government  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  have  one  word  to  say, 
and  that  is  "in  regard  to  the  difference  between 
the  meaning  of  incorporation  of  the  trustees 
under  an  act  of  the  Legislature  and  their  estab- 
lishment by  an  ordinance.  That  difference  has 
determined  my  vote.  The  only  difference  is  this: 
Under  an  act  of  the  Legislature  it  requires  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  City  Council  to  remove  the  trus- 
tees, while  under  the  control  of  an  ordinance  that 
can  be  done  by  a  bare  majority.  That  is  the  soie 
difference  in  the  control  of  the  City  Government 
over  the  hospital,  whether  acting  under  a  statute 
or  ordinance.  There  is  one  other  exception.  If 
the  tenure  of  office  ot  the  trustees  is  fixed  by  in- 
corporation, it  cannot  be  changed  by  one' City 
Council.  In  every  other  respect  it  is  exactly  the 
same  whether  it  is  run  by  the  trustees  under  an 
ordinance  or  an  act  of  incorporation.  By  peti- 
tioning for  zn  i~t  ci  inccrpcritl;n  we  simply  say 
that  we  wish  the  Board  of  Trust  es  removable 
only  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  instead  of  by  a  bare 
majority. 

Mr.  Swift  of  "Ward  9  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Inasmuch  as  I  have  had  to  stand 
the  brunt  of  all  the  attacks  in  this  matter,  I  sup- 
pose I  must  answer  some  of  the  irguuients  pre- 
sented. I  will  endeavor  to  be  very  brief,  and  touch 
upon  the  points  in  the  order  in  which  I  can  recol- 
lect them.  The  statement  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  would  have  more  effect  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  in  all  these  cases,  as  in  the  case 
cited  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  he  has 
taken  it  f<  r  granted  that  a  board  so  free  from  the 
City  Council,  and  established  by  law,  is  amenable 
to  the  City  Council.  Now,  we  all  know  that  any 
statements  in  advance  of  what  the  legal  effect 
will  be  are  entirely  different  from  the  practical 
workings,  and  these  gentlemen  who  have 
stood  up  here  and  so  eloquently  stated  that  the 
City  Council  were  going  to  have  the  same  control 
over  these  trustees  that  they  had  before  will  see 
their  mistake  after  a  year  or  two.  Whenever 
a  body  gets  established  or  incorporated  by 
act  of  the  Legislature,  it  is  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  that  they  immediately  begin  to  cut 
adrift  from  the  City  Council.  They  stand  entirely 
on  the  words  of  the  act,  and  refuse  to  do  anything 
that  the  act  does  not  provide  for.  In  other  words, 
they  are  no  longer  creatures  of  the  City  Council, 
but  more  than  that,  they  are  equals  and  indepen- 
dent of  them.  But,  sir,  in  all  the  arguments 
made,  I  do  not  see  that  there  has  been  one  thing 
in  answer  to  the  objection  I  made  to  incorpora- 
tion. If  the  tenure  of  office  or  number  of  the 
trustees  is  not  satisfactory,  let  us  have  it  inquired 
into,  and  go  into  that  subject.  I  wish  the  Coun- 
cil to  remember  that  there  was  only  one  plan 
presented  to  the  committee.  There  was  no  in- 
quiry made  in  relation  to  the  subject  by  any  one 
except  myself,  and  the  witnesses  were  allowed  to 
stand  up  and  say  over  and  over  again,  All  we  want 
is  an  act  of  incorporation  like  the  Public  Library. 
It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  a  board  of 
twelve  will  not  be  better  than  one  of  seven, 
or,  as  I  suggested  in  my  report,  it  may  be  better 
to  have  a  board  with  no  representation  from  the 
City  Government.  It  is  a  subject  which  should 
be  considered  carefully  before  we  place  the  con- 
trol of  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year  beyond  the  voice  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment as  to  its  expenditure,  and  before  doing  so 
the  Council  should  understand  the  matter  better 
than  those  who  sign  the  majority  report.  There 
was  no  evidence  as  to  what  would  be  a  better 
number  to  manage  this  great  hospital.  It  is  for 
the  reason  that  we  may  have  time  to  consider  it 
that  I  suggest  that  it  would  be  better  to  establish 


it  by  ordinance  than  by  law.  Then  upon  the 
last  point  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
referred,  if  we  find  any  mistake  in  the  plan  adopt- 
ed by  ordinance  we  can  correct  it  during  the  year. 
But  if  it  is  done  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  we 
have  got  to  apply  within  two  or  three  weeks  just 
after  a  new  City  Government  comes  in,  to  get  any 
changes  made.  I  was  pleased  to  hear  my  friend 
from  Ward  11  speaking  of  the  fact  that  all  the 
city  of  Boston  had  to  do  was  to  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature, express  its  wishes  and  get  an  act  passed. 
Is  that  our  experience?  When  the  gentleman 
has  seen  as  many  pet  schemes  killed  as  I  have,  f 
think  he  will  find  it  pretty  hard  work.  When  an 
act  is  passed,  it  is  very  hard  to  get  any  amend- 
ment made.  I  am  sure  if  we  fortified  the  medical 
staff  in  this  way,  we  will  find  it  harder  to  beat 
them  than  we  did  the  School  Committee  lately. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
Council  a  moment.  I  cannot  nass  in  silence  the 
reflection  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
upon  the  medical  staff.  All  the  signers  or  the 
majority  report  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that 
those  gentlemei  appeared  to  be  wholly  disinter- 
ested. They  did  not  make  any  reference  in  any 
possible  manner  to  a  desire  to  establish  a  scien- 
tific school  or  any  institution  of  that  kind.  I  also 
wish  to  allude  to  the  fact  that  in  the  minority  re- 
port the  gentleman  seems  to  have  taken  occasion 
to  reflect  upon  a  member  of  the  trustees  who  is 
known  to  many  of  us  very  favorably.  He  has 
previously  been  a  member  of  this  Council  for  one 
or  two  years,  and  I  trust  members  will  not  be 
misled  by  any  suggestion  referring  to  that  gen- 
tleman which  may  be  found  in  the  minority  re- 
port. Some  of  his  evidence  is  quoted  in  the  re- 
port, but  it  was  quite  clear  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
catechised  in  the  way  in  which  an  effort  appeared 
to  be  made. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  just  one  remark  to  make. 
Like  my  friend  from  Ward  10  I  do  not  like  to 
have  anything  stated  which  is  not  correct.  I  have 
said  nothing  derogatory  to  the  medical  staff .  I 
believe  I  have  quoted  verbatim  the  language  they 
have  used. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  alluded  to  the  fact  that  the 
report  had  not  been  printed  as  early  as  was  ex- 
pected, and  members  had  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  read  i  he  evidence  carefully.  He  moved  that 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  urged  the  importance  of 
speedy  action,  and  said  postponement  would  de- 
lay its  admission  to  the  Legislature  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Ward  said  it  was  a  very  important  matter, 
and  members  not  here  last  year  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Williams  opposed  assignment,  claiming  that 
the  reasons  given  in  the  evidence  were  sum- 
marized in  both  reports. 

Mr.  Christal  favored  assignment,  and  thought 
no  injurious  effect  could  come  from  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Maguire  was  excused  from  voting,  having 
paired  with  Mr.  Coe. 

Mr.  Devlin  was  excused  from  voting,  having 
paired  with  Mr.  Howard. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost  by  a 
division — 24  for,  30  against. 

The  motion  to  substitute   the    minority  for  the 
majority  report  was  lost — 23  for,  32  against. 
The  minority  report  was  adopted. 
The  order  reported  by  the  majority  was  ordered 
to  a  second  reading  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  order  was  passed— yeas  31,  nays  25: 
Yeas— Messrs.  Austin,  Bailey,  Blakemore,  Bow- 
ker,  Brimbecom,  Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp, 
Dudley,  Fisher,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Hancock, 
Hart,  Healy,  Hilton,  Lovell,  Nason,  Parktnan, 
Perkins,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  N.  Sawyer,  Sweetser, 
Taylor,  Tucker,  Viles,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Will- 
iams, Wyman— 31. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Barry,  Christal,  Cronin, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Farwell,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Folan,  Hosley,  Kendricken,  Kidney,  Lane, 
Lauten,  McLaughlin,  Morrison,  Murphy,  O'Dowd, 
Rogers,  Sibley,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Ward,  Welch, 
Whitmore— 25. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bigelow,  Brint- 
nall,  Brown,  Coe,  Denney,  Devine,  Devlin,  Hollis, 
Howard,  Maguire,  McNamara,  Pray,  H.  N.  Saw- 
yer, D.  J.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Swift— 15. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 
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RECONSIDERATIONS  LOST. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  reconsiderations  of  orders 
passed  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  viz.: 

Orders  to  grant  permits  for  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings,  to  petition  for  authority  to  lay 
out  Charles  Kiver  Park,  and  to  lease  to  J.  E. 
Adams. 

The  reconsiderations  were  severally  lost. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  called  for  the  special  assignment 
for  nine  o'clock,  viz.,  order  directing  heads  of 
departments  to  base  their  estimates  for  labor 
upon  $1.75  a  day  as  the  rate  of  wages. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr,  Parkman  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute : 

Ordered,  That  the  heads  of  the  departments  be 
requested  to  consider  the  probability  of  an  in- 
crease in  the  rate  of  wages  and  the  expediency  of 
providing  therefor  in  making  up  the  estimates 
for  the  appropriations,  for  the  financial  year  1880 
and  '81. 

Mr.  Parkman  thought  the  order  recommended 
by  the  committee  went  rather  farther  than  City 
Council,  as  a  body  should  go.  Wages  is  a  delicate 
question  to  handle,  and  the  heads  of  departments 
are  more  conversant  with  it  than  the  Council 
would  be  as  a  body.  There  are  various  kinds  of 
labor  and  some  of  the  employes  of  the  city  re- 
ceive more  than  $1.75  a  day.  It  would  be  difficult 
for  the  Council  as  a  body  to  say  exactly  what  the 
rates  should  be.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  opposing  an  increase  of  wages,  but  did 
not  think  it  proper  for  the  Council  to  lis  a  hard 
and  fast  rule. 

Mr.  Greenough  said  it  was  not  often  he  differed 
from  his  colleague,  but  he  should  vote  for  the  or- 
der reported  by  the  committee.  He  presumed  he 
was  put  upon  the  committee  in  anticipation  that 
there  would  be  a  minority  report,  but  the  more 
he  considered  the  subject  the  more  he  made  up 
his  mind  that  the  rate  of  wages  the  city  is  now 
paying  is  not  enough,  which  is  practically  what 
the  report  states.  He  wishes  to  make  two  points 
— The  city  does  not  stand  in  the  same  relation  to 
its  laborers  that  a  private  employer  does.  A  man 
who  works  for  the  city  is  entitled  to  pay  sufficient 
to  support  his  family  in  decency  without  being- 
dependent  upon  charity.  The  second  point  was 
— $1.50  a  day  is  not  enough  at  present,  and  $1.75 
is  going  to  be  as  little  as  a  workingman  can  live 
upon  and  support  his  family  in  decency.  Many 
laborers  in  the  Paving  Department  had  been  com- 
pelled to  assign  their  wages  to  grocers.  The  time 
has  come  to  make  up  the  estimates  for  the  appro- 
priation, and  all  we  say  by  passing  the  order  is, 
that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  City  Council  that  the 
estimates  for  labor  should  be  based  upon  $1.75  a 
day. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  reiterated  what  was  said  by  Mr. 
Greenough.  The  conclusion  of  the  committee 
was  unanimous.  They  took  into  consideration 
that  the  rate  of  wages  had  been  increased  almost 
everywhere,  and  it  was  not  a  probability  that  it 
would  be,  for  it  was  an  established  fact.  The 
substitute  was  indefinite.  The  rate  of  wages  had 
already  been  increased  by  the  advance  in  articles 
of  household  commodities  to  about  twenty  per 
cent.  The  laboring  men  have  to  pay  that  much 
more  for  their  provision.  The  order  of  the  com- 
mittee does  not  limit  wages  to  $1.75.  It  simply 
states  that  as  the  result  of  our  deliberation  we 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  $1.75  should  be 
the  basis. 

Mr.  Christal  opposed  the  substitute  and  agreed 
with  Mr.  Greenough  that  the  laborers  should  be 
paid  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  support  their 
families  in  decency. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  said  the  subject  was  one 
in  which  many  were  interested.  The  people  re- 
ceiving this  money  spend  it  here.  They  have  been 
reduced  and  cut  down  on  account  of  the  hard 
times.  He  would  go  farther  than  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  and  vote  for  an  order  directing  com- 
mittees to  fix  the  pay  of  laborers  at  $1.75.  He 
alluded  to  the  many  drawbacks  attending  labor- 
ers, and  to  the  fact  that  they  lose  much  time  on 
account  of  the  weather,  which  makes  a  great  deal 
of  difference  whaf  they  receive  and  earn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  the 
main  question  was  ordered.  The  substitute  was 
lost. 

The  order  reported  by  the  committee  was 
passed. 

Mr.  Christal  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 


ADDITIONAL    PAPERS     FROM     THE    BOARD     OF 
ALDERMEN. 

Notice  from  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  of 
the  amount  required  to  be  raised  by  taxation  for 
interest.    Placed  on  file. 

Request  for  an  additional  appropriation  for  the 
Street  Commissioners  (City  Doc.  29).  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  in  concurrence. 

Sundry  petitions  were  refer.-ed  in   concurrence. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  on  petition  of  William  E. 
Bartlett  to  be  paid  for  work  on  Pope-street 
Schoolhouse.    Concurred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Ber- 
nard Lennon.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  from  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  execute  confirmatory  deed  to  Edwin 
Tufts;  to  cancel  bond  given  by  Michael  Donahoe 
for  an  estate  on  Middlesex  street,  and  for  a  new 
agreement  on  certain  conditions;  to  declare  for- 
feited land  and  buildings  38  Porter  street  and  33 
Wheeler  street,  and  to  cancel  bonds  for  the  same. 
Orders  severally  passed  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— Petition  of  James 
B.  Smith,  to  be  compensated  for  damages  caused 
by  construction  ot  sewer. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

EAST  BOSTON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  additional  accommodations  for  the 
East  Boston  branch  of  the  English  High  School. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Sent  up. 

FIRST  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department 
recommending  the  election  of  the  following- 
named  persons  to  be  First  Assistant  Assessors  of 
Taxes: 

James  J.  Browne,  Samuel  B.  Krogman, 

Andrew  J.  Browne,  William  B.  Long, 

John  Bryant,  Horace  Loring, 

John  Carver,  John  McElroy, 

Michael  D.  Collins,  John  J.  Murphy, 

Lewis  Congdon,  William  Parkman, 

William  H  Cundy,  George  S.  1  endergast, 

"William  W.  Dromey,         George  A.  Shaw, 
John  H.  Duane,  John  B.  Shea, 

Daniel  Doherty,  William  B.  Smart, 

William  J.  Ellis,  Horace  Smith, 

Richard  J.  Fennelley,       C.  J.  Spenceley, 
John  H.  Griggs,  William  N.  Starrett, 

John   H.  (iililin,  Charles  E.  Temple, 

Artemas  R.  Holden,  George  W.  Warren, 

Charles  B.  Hunting,         Gideon  Walker, 
William  A.  Wheeler. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PERMIT  FOR  WOODEN  BUILDING. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  with  an  order  for  a  permit  to  the  Brad- 
ley Fertilizer  Company  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  South  street  near  Magazine  street,  Ward  20, 
on  certain  conditions.    Order  passed.    Sent  up. 

DECORATION     OF     STATUES. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  presented  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
on  petition  of  Post  113  to  decorate  the  Army  and 
Navy  Monument,  and  the  order  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  decorating  statues,  that  the  decora- 
tion of  the  monument  is  inexpedient,  as  it  is  liable, 
to  be  defaced,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Austin  of  Ward  11  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims  of  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  John  Donovan,  to  be  paid  for  person- 
al injuries  received  while  at  work  at  Deer  Island. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

LEGISLATIVE     MATTERS. 

Mr.  Healy  presented  the  fifth  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  (City  Doc  28). 
Accepted.     Sent  up. 

NEW  COURT    HOUSE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

City  of  Boston,  i 

In  Common  Council,  Feb.  19, 1880.  J 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  were  in- 
structed to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  rights 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


and  duties  of  the  Common  Council  in  the  matter 
of  building  a  Court  House  in  Boston,  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report: 

Under  the  city  charter  the  City  Council  has  the 
care  and  superintendence  of  the  public  buildings 
and  the  right  to  purchase  property,  real  and  per- 
sonal, for  the  use  of  the  city. 

Chapter  17,  section  6,  of  the  General  Statutes 
provides  that  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  the  Court 
House  and  other  necessary  buildings  foi  county 
use  shall  be  provided  by  the  city  of  Boston  at  its 
own  expense.  By  the  same  statute,  section  16,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  among  other  powers  and  du- 
ties of  County  Commissioners,  have  authority  to 
provide  for  erecting  and  repairing  court  houses 
and  other  necessary  buildings  for  the  use  of  the 
county.  In  1852  an  act  of  the  Legislature  was 
passed  and  accepted  by  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
.March  8,  providing  that — 

"No  erection,  alteration  or  repair  of  any  court 
house,  jail,  house  of  correction,  fireproof  office, 
or  any  other  building  for  the  purposes  of  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  shall  be  made  by  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  said  city  except  as  herein  pro- 
vided, to-wit:  Whenever  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men shall  by  vote  declare  that  such  erection,  al- 
teration or  repair  is  necessary  or  expedient,  they 
shall  make  and  record  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
thereof,  and  if  such  estimate  shall  exceed  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  a  copy  of  said  vote 
and  estimate  shall  be  sent  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil for  its  concurrence,  rejection  or  amendment. 
All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act 
are  repealed." 

In  1867  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  empowered 
by  the  Legislature  to  take  and  hold  land  by  pur- 
chase or  otherwise  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
Court  House.  By  the  action  of  the  Board  in  1879 
in  taking  certain  land  on  Court  square,  since  re- 
deeded  by  the  city  to  the  former  owners,  their 
powers  under  this  act  were  exhausted. 

It  appears  then  that  by  virtue  of  the  city  char- 
ter and  the  statutes  now  in  force,  the  City  Coun- 
cil has  the  care  and  superintendence  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  with  the  right  to  purchase  property, 
real  and  personal ;  that  in  the  county  of  Suffolk 
the  duty  of  providing  a  Court  House  and  other 
buildings  for  county  use  is  imposed  upon  the  city 
of  Boston;  that  under  the  general  act,  defining 
the  power  of  county  commissioners,  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  had  authority  to  provide  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  Court  House,  and  that  under  the  act  of 
1852,  above  quoted  in  part,  the  Common  Council 
may  concur  in,  reject  or  amend  any  proposition 
coming  from  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  touching 
the  erection,  alteration  or  repair  of  any  Court 
House  or  other  building  to  be  used  for  county 
purposes.  For  the  Committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  that  the  report  be  laid 
upon  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— As  a  member  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  in  addition  to  what  there  is  in  the  report. 
As  I  understand  it,  the  report  states  the  law 
which  prescribes  the  rights  and  duties  of  the 
Common  Council  in  relation  to  the  new  Court 
House.  But  members  of  the  committee  have 
taken  certain  steps  in  relation  to  the  Court 
House.  Members  of  the  Council  are  aware  that 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary is  that  which  stands  on  page  3  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters.  But 
members  of  the  committee  had  a  bill  prepared 
and  introduced  as  a  substitute  by  a  member  from 
Boston,  as  shown  on  page  5.  The  difference  be- 
tween the  two  bills  is,  the  one  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of  the  House  gives 
the  authority  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as 
County  Commissioners.  The  bill  prepared  by 
members  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the 
Council  gives  the  power  to  both  branches  of  the 
City  Council  acting  together.  The  reason  ursred 
against  the  passage  of  the  substitute  was  that 
nobody  had  power  to  apppear  before  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  of  the  House  and  ask  for  the 
passage  of  such  a  bill.  Members  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  of  the  Council  did  appear  at  the 
State  House,  and  were  informed  that  the  matter 
had  been  postponed  to  a  certain  day,  which  was 
last  Friday,  and  it  was  probably  through  inad- 
vertence that  the  Judiciary  Committee  presented 
their  views  to  the  House  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  Greenough  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table,  but  on  his  motion  the  reading  of 
the  report  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  question 
came  upon  its  acceptance. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward   10   thought   the   Judiciary 


Committee  had  taken  extraordinary  action  in  pre- 
senting a  bill  it  was  not  authorized  to  draw,  and 
by  that  means  they  had  put  the  Council  in  a  posi- 
tion of  antagonism  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
who,  acting  as  County  Commissioners,  had  in- 
structed the  legislative  counsel  to  prepare  a  hill. 
No  proposition  had  been  submitted  to  this  body 
to  oppose  that  action  of  the  County  Commission- 
ers, and  some  reason  should  be  given  why  this  ac- 
tion was  taken  by  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Bailey  reiterated  his  statement  that  the  ac- 
tion was  taken  by  individual  members  of  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  carrying  out  as  they  under- 
stood the  vote  of  the  Council  previously  passed, 
which  was  not  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. As  a  member  of  the  Council,  he  was  not 
bound  by  any  action  of  the  City  Council,  if  he 
considered  it  wrong.  That  was  one  reason  why 
he  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  Legis- 
lative Committee,  because  certainjlegislation  had 
been  petitioned  for  which  he  did  not  believe  in 
and  should  oppose. 

Mr.  Healy  said  he  misunderstood  Mr.  Bailey  to 
say  that  the  action  was  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  agreed  with  Mr.  Bailey  that  in- 
dividual members  of  the  Council  had  a"  right  to 
advocate  any  bill  they  saw  fit.  He  noticed  that 
Mr.  Healy  has  undertaken  to  overhaul  heads  of 
departments  for  their  action.  He  thought  that 
when  the  Council  takes  official  action  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Committee  from  the  Coun- 
cil should  take  official  notice  of  it.  He  was  before 
the  Judiciary  Committee  at  the  State  House  last 
week  in  regard  to  a  bill  relating  to  the  Old  State 
House.  The  Common  Council  had  voted  to  take 
some  action  to  make  the  destruction  of  the  Old 
State  House  impossible,  but  he  found  the  legisla- 
tive counsel  of  the  city  there  opposing  the  bill  by 
instruction  ot  the  Legislative  Committee  He 
thought  the  action  as  chairman  of  the  Legislative 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  in  instruct- 
ing the  paid  counsel  of  the  city  to  oppose  a  meas- 
ure for  which  the  Common  Council  had  voted, 
was  much  more  open  to  censure  than  the  act  of 
any  private  member  in  favoring  or  opposing  a 
bill. 

Mr.  Healy  said  it  was  pleasant  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  air  his  indignation.  He~did 
not  consider  it  improper  for  an  individual  to 
present  his  preference  at  the  Legislature,  even  in 
opposition  to  a  vote  of  the  City  Government. 
His  previous  remarks  were  based  upon  a  misun- 
derstanding of  what  Mr.  Bailey  said,  and  upon 
the  supposition  that  the  Judiciary  Committee 
had  presented  the  bill  as  a  committee.  An  order 
requesting  certain  action  to  be  taken  with  regard 
to  the  Old  State  House  was  passed  by  this  branch, 
but  not  by  the  City  Council.  It  was,  moreover,  a 
request  for  a  power  that  the  Legislature  had  no 
right  to  give.  An  order  has  been  introduced  in 
the  Legislature  asking  for  action  which  is  an 
infringement  upon  the  private  rights  of  the  city. 
Acting  under  authority  they  have,  the  Legisla- 
tive Committee  instructed  the  legislative  counsel 
to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  Mr.  Healy's  statement  bore 
out  every  statement  the  speaker  had  made.  He 
did  not  see  by  what  authority  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee assume  to  speak  for  the  City  Council  when 
the  two  branches  are  divided  He  called  this  a 
clear  breach  of  the  rules  ana  orders  of  this  body. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  had  stated  that  the 
measure  the  Council  asked  for  was  contrary  to 
law.  Without  allowing  that  this  was  so,  it  is  true 
that  the  counsel  in.-tructed  by  the  Legislative 
Committee,  unwarrantably,  as  I  hold,  was  the  per- 
son who  laised  the  point  and  defeated  the  meas- 
ure before  the  House 

The  Chair  said  the  discussion  had  been. allowed 
as  a  matter  of  personal  explanation,  but  it  was 
out  of  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough,  the  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  and  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  and  a  half  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  the  Juoiciary  be  instructed  to 
appear  before  the  General  Court  and  ask  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  giving  authority  to  the  City 
Council,  instead  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 
take  land  for  a  Court  House. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Healy  moved  the  special  assignment  of  the 
order  to  the  same  hour  to  which  the  report  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee  had  been  assigned. 

Mr.  Bailey  opposed  the  assignment.  The  re- 
port of  toe  Judiciary  Committee  states  the  law  as 
it  stands  at  present  in  regard  to  the  power  of  the 
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Council  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  erection  of  a 
new  Court  House.  There  is  no  authority  in  the 
hands  of  the  Council  at  present  any  more  than 
there  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
The  hill  before  the  Legislature  gives  power  to  the 
Aldermen  alone  to  take  land  for  a  Court  House. 
If  this  order  is  not  adopted,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee will  take  no  steps  to  see  that  the  Council 
have  any  rights  conferred  by  the  bill.  If  this  is 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  it  will  be  too  late. 
He  cared  not  whether  the  City  Council  or 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  took  the  land,  but  the 
Council  will  be  called  upon  to  vote  money  for 
a  Court  House,  and  then  gentlemen  who  have  had 
no  voice  in  determining  the  site  may  oppose  such 
an  appropriation.  The  picking  out  of  the  loca- 
tion is  far  more  important  than  the  construction 
of  the  building.  The  bill  does  not  leave  it  to  the 
discretion  of  the  City  Council  to  build  a  Court 
House.  Section  4  says  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
City  Council  to  erect  a  Court  House  within  a 
reasonable  time,  and  it  must  be  done,  whether  the 
site  is  satisfactory  or  not.  If  the  Council  de- 
sire any  voice  in  the  selection  of  the  site,  it  must 
pass  this  order. 

Mr.  Pratt  thought  the  order  one  eminently 
proper  to  be  passed.  The  Council  should  have 
something  to  say  in  the  selection  of  a  site, 
as  well  as  in  the  erection  of  a  Court  House.  He 
felt  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  who  secured  the  introduction  of  the 
substitute  bill.  Under  the  rules  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, he  thought  the  Legislative  Committee  had 
power  to  take  the  action  they  did  in  regard  to  the 
Old  State  House. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  said  no  one  would  be  more 
strenuous  in  upholding  the  rights  of  the  Council 
than  he,  but  they  should  not  arrogate  powers  to 
themselves  that  do  not  belong  to  them.  The  Board 
of  Aldermen  act  as  County  Commissioners.  In 
old  times  the  powers  relating  to  county  matters 
were  lodged  in  judicial  tribunals— the  "General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,"  the  "Common  Pleas," 
etc.  As  time  went  on,  the  Legislature 
saw  fit  to  place  these  powers  in  the  hands 
of  three  persons  called  County  Commission, 
ers.  The  office  had  previously  been  judi- 
cial and  appointive.  The  Legislature  saw  fit  to 
repose  it  in  a  body  which  was  elective  and  not 
judicial.  One  of  the  powers  of  County  Commis- 
sioners is  to  provide  court  houses.  "When  the  city 
was  incorporated,  these  powers  were  given  to  the 
Board  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  on  the  re- 
vision of  the  charter  the  Mayor  was  detached  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  powers  »f  County 
Commissioners  were  put  into  the  hands  of  that 
board.  One  of  the  powers  confided  to  the  board 
was  the  providing  of  suitable  accommodations  for 
the  courts,  which  in  all  the  other  counties  except 
Nantucket  resides  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Commissioners,  and  in  Nantucket  it  resides  in  the 
selectmen  for  the  same  reason  that  it  resides  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  here  —  because  Nan- 
tucket comprises  nearly  the  whole  county, 
as  Boston  comprises  nearly  the  whole  of 
Suffolk  County.  It  is  an  executive  power, 
which  should  reside  in  the  County  Commission- 
ers; although  they  have  power  to  provide  suitable 
accommodations  to  erect  Court  Houses,  they  have 
not  the  power  to  take  land  for  that  purpose.  But 
the  Legislature  put  this  power  into  their  hands 


as  executive  commissioners,  and  by  so  doing  they 
say  it  should  not  rest  with  the  City  Council  of 
Boston  any  more  than  with  the  towns  in  a  county 
where  the  commissioners  are  composed  of  three 
men.  If  we  have  a  theory  of  government  we  may 
as  well  live  up  to  it,  and  if  not,  I  cannot  see  the 
necessity  of  having  a  theory  of  government.  The 
Common  Council  has  nothing  to  do  with  selecting 
the  site  for  the  Court  House. 

Mr.  Wharton  said  that  they  were  placed  in  the 
peculiar  position  of  not  being  able  to  send  a  joint 
committee  to  the  Legislature,  and  the  only  way  to 
secure  the  rights  of  the  Council  was  to  authorize 
the  Judiciary  Committee  of  this  body  to  advo- 
cate the  passage  of  the  bill  introduced  as  a  substi- 
tute. 

Mr.  Wheeler  said  the  law  was  quite  clearly 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  members  would  better  understand  it  if  the 
order  was  acted  upon  after  the  report  had  been 
read. 

Mr.  Bailey  explained  the  position  of  the  bill  at 
the  State  House,  showing  that  a  postponement 
would  make  it  too  late,  and  repeated  his  previous 
argument  that  the  only  question  was  as  to  the 
power  to  take  land  for  court  houses.  The  City 
Council  now  have  the  power  to  buy  land  if  a  price 
can  be  agreed  upon,  but  the  power  to  take  land 
must  be  conferred  the  same  as  in  laying  out 
parks  and  streets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed.  A  motion  to  reconsider 
by  Mr.  Bailey  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

BROADWAY    EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the 
order  for  the  Finance  Committee"  to  report  the 
means  for  the  extension  of  Broadway. 

Mr.  Pratt  hoped  it  would  not  be  done,  as  he 
could  see  no  necessity  for  it  at  present. 

Mr.  Tucker  of  Ward  14  desired  the  matter  ad- 
vanced a  stage,  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  reason 
for  further  postponement. 

Mr.  Wheeler  desired  further  time  to  consider 
it. 

Mr.  Lauten  corrected  a  former  statement,  and 
said  the  entire  expense  will  be  $400,000,  there 
having  been  $80,000  left  from  the  original  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  Tucker  said  one  reason  for  action  is,  that 
there  is  a  vacant  lot  at  the  junction  of  the  pro- 
posed extension  with  Washington  street,  which 
if  built  upon  would  largely  increase  the  expense. 

Mr.  Sweetser  was  excused  from  voting,  having 
paired  with  Mr.  Coe. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2  was  excused  from 
voting,  having  paired  with  Mr.  H.  N.  Sawyer. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was  lost,  24 
for  and  28  against. 

SCHOOL  TAXES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  consider  and  report  upon 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  ordinance  that 
the  percentage  of  the  total  tax  levied  in  Boston 
which  is  to  be  charged  to  school  expenses  shall  be 
specified  in  the  annual  tax  bill. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  assignod  to 
the  next  meeting  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of   Aldermen 

MARCH    1,    1880. 


Kegular  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P.  St.,  Alder, 
man  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUBOBS  DRAWS. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
March  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Registrar  of  voters  for  three  years— Joseph  M. 
Wightman.    Confirmed. 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures— Hugh  J. 
Toland.    Confirmed. 

Deputy  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures— John 
P.  Sawin,  Daniel  P.  Sullivan,  John  N.  Devereux, 
Jeremiah  Harrigan.    Confirmed. 

Constable— Patrick  Travels.    Confirmed. 

Public  Weigher— James  Green.    Confirmed. 

Measurer  of  Leather— Jason  H.  Boyden.  Con- 
firmed. 

Weigher  of  Coal— James  P.  Stewart.  Con- 
firmed. 

Undertaker— Albert  M.  Marden.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  en  Public  Instruction. 
Pvequests  of  School  Committee,  for  a  schoolhouse 
on  city  land  on  West  Newton  street;  for  enlarge- 
ment of  the  yard  of  the  Lincoln  schoolhouse. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
School  Committee  for  better  vemilation  of  the 
Sherwin  schoolhouse,  and  tliat  the  yard  of  the 
Egleston-  square  schoolhouse  be  drained,  etc. 

Jo  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  J.  S.  Nickerson, 
et  al.,  for  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  light  of  the 
street  lamps  at  South  Boston:  James  J.  Barry,  for 
a  lamp  at  10  Terrace  street;  EDen  D.  Jordan  et  al. 
for  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  light  in  the 
street  lamps. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Thomas  O'Leary, 
for  leave  to  run  a  pa-senger  wagon  on  Sui.days, 
.from  Washington  street,  near  Morton  street,  to 
Mt.  Hope  and  Calvary  cemeteries  and  return. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Albert  F.  Ring, 
for  a  sewer  in  Revere  street,  Ward  23;  Thomas  J. 
Whidden  et  al.,  that  a  surface  drain  be  construct- 
ed in  Upton  street;  George  Hale  et  al.,  for  a  sewer 
In  Cazenove  place;  Francis  Loring  et  al.,  lor  a 
sewer  in  Park  street,  Ward  24;  Charles  A.  Dean, 
.for  a  sewer  in  Wilmont  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Lang  &  King,  to  erect  a  wood- 
en building  on  Longwood  avenue,  rear  of  and 
between  Nos.  93  and  97;  A.  H.  Glover,  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Devon  street,  corner  of  Fourth 
street,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Ormus  C. 
Davis,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Edgeworth  street 
on  Nov.  4,  1879;  Caroline  Stevens,  to  be  paid  for 
.personal  injuries  caused  by  by  alleged  defect  in 
Broadway,  Dec.  25,  1879;  Samuel  Pilsbury  to  be 
compensated  for  personal  injuries  sustained  by 
his  wile  while  crossing  the  Common  in  February, 
1879;  Ann  O'Brien,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries caused  by  a  fall  on  vacant  land  688-694 
Shawmut  avenue;  George  A.  Langford,  to  be  paid 
for  personal  injuries  received  by  the  falling  of  ice 
from  buildings  165-167  Charles  street;  Eliza  J. 
Stevens,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  South  Grove  street, 
Feb.  7,  1880;  Maria  O.  F.  Kelley  to  be  paid  for  per- 
sonal injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Frank- 
lin street,  Feb.  6,  1880;  Patrick  Kelley,  to  be  re- 
funded amount  of  $20  paid  under  protest  to  R. 
W.  Hall,  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands;  Hugh 
•O'Donnell,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  in- 
juries by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in  Chauncey 
street;  Charles  E.  Kennard,  to  be  compensated  for 
injuries  received  by  a  fall  on  Sumner  street,  Feb. 
11,  1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  J.  I.  Bowditch 
fit  a/.,  that  Pond  street  be  macadamized  from  May 
street  to  the  Brookline  line;  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners for  leave  to  set  telegraph  posts  on 
Harris  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain;  W.  R.  Cavanagh, 
to  move  wooden  building  from  Walden  street, 
Ward  22,  about  one  hundred  feet  on  said  street; 
Subterranean  Cable  Company,  to  lay  wires  under 
the  streets  of  this  city;  M.  W.  Lyman  et  al.,  that 
Ninth  street,  between  M  and  K  streets,  be  grav- 


elled and  put  in  order;  D'Arcey  &  Atwood,  for 
license  to  sprinkle  streets  in  East  Boston;  Samu- 
el Downer  et  al.,  that  Commercial  street,  from 
Hancock  to  Pleasant  streets,  be  put  iu  good  or- 
der for  travel;  George  E.  Hovey  et  al.,  for  a  cross- 
walk across  Dudley  street  from  Clarence  street  to 
Lewis  place;  John  1$.  Moran,  for  crosswalks  on 
Terrace  street  in  front  of  Comins  Schoolhouse; 
Elizabeth  R.  Atkinson  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  on  Putman  and  Lexington 
streets;  John  W.  A.  Schater,  for  edgestones 
and  brick  sidewalk  on  15  Mechanic  street; 
William  Tyner,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  East  Fifth 
street;  G.'Kaan  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  in 
front  of  their  estates  on  New  Seaver  street;  Dan- 
iel Doherty  et  al.,  for  a  cross  walk  on  Causeway 
street  at  the  corner  of  Endicott  street;  Eben  1). 
Jordan  et  al.,  for  an  increase  in  the  volume  of 
light  in  the  street  lamps;  Elizabeth  McKenney, 
for  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  on  Everett 
street;  Patrick  Hart,  for  license  to  sprinkle  cer- 
tain streets  in  the  Dorchester  District;  Henry 
Pierce,  aginst  setting  edgestones  on  Richmond 
street,  Ward  24;  John  Cavanagh,  to  move  wooden 
building  from  466-469  Commercial  street  to  458-460 
Commercial  street,  Ward  6;  W.  R.  Cava- 
nagh, to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Washington    street   to    Gibson    street,   Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Azel  BowditchJ  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
645  Warren  street,  Ward  21;  Alexander  Mann, 
old  wooden,  twelve  horses,  rear  of  26  Williams 
street;  Henry  A.  Mitchell,  new  wooden,  one 
horse,  Walton  street,  Ward  22;  Abraham  French, 
new  wooden,  four  horses,  on  an  estate  between 
Centre  and  Chestnut  streets  and  Centre  place, 
Ward  23;  Sylvester  Bowman,  new  brick,  ten 
horses,  847  Albany  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  John  B.  Fallon,  for  leave  to  remove 
two  trees  from  Dallas  place;  Edward  Watson,  for 
the  removal  of  a  tree  from  7  Auburn  street,  Rox- 
foury. 

BELT  RAILWAY  LINES. 

The  following  was  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston — The  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany would  respectfully  represent  to  your  honor- 
able Board  their  desire  to  establish  and  run  a 
new  line  of  cars,  to  be  called  their  "Belt  Line," 
encircling  the  city  proper,  so  as  to  accommodate 
all  who  desire  to  reach  any  and  all  of  the  depots, 
ferries,  etc.,  in  Boston;  and  for  this  purpose  they 
propose  to  start  one  part  of  said  line  from  their 
ceutral  station  on  Tremont  street  at  Lenox  street, 
and  pass  over  the  following  streets,  viz.: 

Tremont  and  Berkeley  streets,  Columbus  ave- 
nue, Park  square,  Charles,  Leverett,  Causeway 
and  Commercial  streets,  Atlantic  avenue,  Fed- 
eral, Beach  and  Washington  streets  to  Boylston 
street,  and  return  as  above  to  Central  Station  on 
Tremont  street. 

And  also  to  start  in  the  other  direction  from 
their  station  at  Bartlett  street  (Highlands),  and 
pass  over  the  following  streets,  viz.: 

Washington,  Beach  and  Federal  streets,  At- 
lantic avenue,  Commerjial,  Causeway,  Lowell, 
Brighton,  Leverett  and  Charles  streets,  Park 
square,  Columbus  avenue,  Berkeley  street,  across 
Tremont  street,  through  Dover  and  Washington 
streets  to  Bartlett  street  (Highlands). 

And  for  this  purpose,  they  respectfully  petition 
your  Honorable  Board  for  the  right  to  lay  new 
tracks  of  tueir  own,  use  tracks  belonging  to 
others,  and  connect  their  tracks  with  other  tracks, 
and  to  remove  such  tracks  as  may  require 
changes,  as  follows,  viz.: 

The  right  to  lay  an  additional  track  in  Park 
square  and  across  Boylston  street  to  connect 
tracks  in  Columbus  avenue  with  those  in  Charies 
street. 

Also  tracks  across  Cambridge  street  to  connect 
those  already  laid  in  Charles  street  with  the 
traeks  to  be  constructed  in  North  Charles  street; 
and  an  additional  track  in  Causeway  street,  from 
that  already  laid,  nearly  opposite  Portland  street, 
to  and  connecting  by  a  curve  track  with  that  of 
the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company  in  Lowell 
street. 

Also  the  right  to  lay  a  double  track  in  Cause- 
way street,  between  Haverhill  and  Charlestown 
streets,  and  to  continue  with  a  double  or 
single  track  from  Charlestown  street,  in 
Commercial  street  to  Battery  street,  to 
connect  with  those  already  laid  in  Atlantic 
avenue,  and  to  connect  with  additional  track  all 
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turnouts  now  laid  in  Atlantic  avenue,  or  for 
■which  the  right  to  lay  has  been  granted  in  previ- 
ous locations. 

Also  for  the  right  to  lay  an  additional  track  in 
Federal  street,  from  that  already  located  in  At- 
lantic avenue,  to  the  double  track  near  Beach 
street,  with  a  curve  track  leading  into  Beach 
street.  And  for  the  right  to  lay  a  single  track  in 
Beach  street,  from  Federal  street  to  the  northerly 
track  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad,  near  South 
street;  and  a  curve  track  to  connect  that  of  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  in  Beach  street  with  that 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  in  Harrison  avenue. 

Also  to  be  granted  the  right  to  use  the  tracks 
of  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company  in  Leverett, 
Brighton  and  Lowell  streets;  of  the  track  of  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  in  Causeway  street; 
and  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company 
in  Beach  street,  and  the  right  to  remove  tracks  of 
this  company  or  of  other  companies  wherever  it 
may  be  necessary  to  the  proper  construction  of 
new  tracks  over  the  ahove-described  routes. 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  by 
C.  A.  Richards,  President. 

Boston,  March  1,1880. 

hearing  on  steam  engine. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  A.  H.  Miller 
to  erect  and  use  steam  engine  at  1480  Tremont 
street.  No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Fifth  report  of  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters.    City  Doc.  28     Placed  on  file. 

Request  of  School  Committee  for  additional  ac- 
commodations for  the  East  Boston  branch  of  the 
English  High  School.  Relerred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  in  concurrence. 

The  order  requiring  notices  of  committee  meet- 
ings to  be  posted,  etc.,  came  up  amended  so  that 
the  Clerk  of  Committees  shall  attend  to  that  duty 
instead  of  the  City  Messenger. 

Aldeiman  Woolley  hoped  the  Board  would  not 
concur  with  the  Council  in  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  hope  the  Board  will  adhere 
to  their  former  vote,  for  the  reason  that  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  cannot  at  all  times  ascertain 
when  the  Standing  Committees  of  this  Board 
meet.  For  instance,  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
is  clerk  of  the  Paving  Committee,  and  Mr.  Lee 
never  has  any  knowledge  when  that  committee 
meets.  The  same  may  also  be  said  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers;  also  of  the  Health,  Street  and 
other  committees.  I  think  the  proper  reference 
to  be  made  is  to  direct  the  City  Messenger  to  post 
those  notices,  and  I  hope  the  Board  will  adhere 
to  their  former  vote. 

The  Board  non-concurred  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Council.    Sent  down. 

Report  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John 
Donovan  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  inexpedient  to  allow  the  proposed 
decoration  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Monument  and 
public  statues.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  Bradley  Fertil- 
izing Company  to  erect  a  wooden  building  exceed- 
ing the  legal  dimensions  on  certain  conditions. 
Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  the  several  departments 
employing  labor  to  provide  as  a  general  basis  for 
such  labor  the  sum  of  $1.75  per  day.  Order  passed 
in  concurrence. 

ELECTIONS. 

Superintendent  of  Public  J^ands.  A  certificate 
came  down  of  the  election  of  Charles  S.Perham  as 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands,  in  place  of 
Robert  W.  Hall. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caton,  an  election  was 
ordered.  Committee— Aldermen  Caton,  Wal- 
britlge. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Robert  W.  Hall 6 

Charles  S.  Pel  ham 3 

George  E.  Learnard 3 

There  being  no  choice,  a  second  ballot  was 
taken,  with  precisely  the  same  result. 

A  third  ballot  was  taken,  in  which  Mr.  Hall  re- 
ceived 7,  Mr.  Perham  3,  and  Mr.  Learnard  2.  Mr. 
Hall  was  elected  in  non-concurrence.    Sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds.  A  certificate 
came  down  of  the  election  of  William  Doogue  as 
Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  in  place  of 
Patrick  Norton. 

Alderman  Tucker  moved  to  lay  npon  the  table 
for  one  week.    Lost. 


Alderman  Breck  presented  a  petition  from 
Clement,  Colburn  &  Co.  and  other  merchants  and" 
taxpayers,  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Doogue. 

A  ballot  was  o-dered.  Committee— Aldermen 
Tucker,  Bell. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

William  Doogue 7 

Patrick  Norton 4 

Hermann  Grundel 1 

Mr.  Doogue  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

First  Assistant  Assessors.  A  report  came  down 
nominating  First  Assistant  Assessors.  Report  ac- 
cepted, and  election  postponed,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Whitten,  for  one  week. 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 

A  report  and  order  came  up  for  the  Mayor  to 
petition  for  an  act  of  incorporation  for  the 
Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital. 

Alderman  Flynn — This  is  a  matter  of  a  great 
deal  of  importance,  and  I  would  move  it  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
state  some  reason  why  it  should  not  be  acted  up- 
on. It  is  a  very  important  matter  and  should  be 
acted  upon  at  once. 

Alderman  Flynn — It  is  a  matter  that  this  Board 
cannot  petition  the  Legislature  for  now,  the  time 
having  gone  by. 

Alderman  Tucker — The  time  has  not  gone  by. 
We  have  until  Wednesday. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  don't  know  by  what  author- 
ity the  gentleman  says  that,  for  all  new  business 
to  be  introduced  into  the  Legislature  now  has  to 
be  done  by  a  three-fifths  vote.  As  this  is  a  mat- 
ter of  a  good  deal  of  importance,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  have  not  had  time  to  look  into 
it,  I  think  it  had  better  lie  over. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  think  notice  has  been 
given  to  us  that  it  could  lie  over  no  longer  than 
Wednesday. 

Alderman  Flynn— There  can  be  no  harm  in  let- 
ting it  lie  over  if  parties  have  already  taken  ac- 
tion without  the  knowledge  of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Viles— I  understand  it  has  already 
been  introduced  at  the  State  House. 

Alderman  Flynn— Then  let  it  lie  over. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table,  and  the  Chairman  was  in 
doubt.  Alderman  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.    The  motion  was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bell,  Flynn,  O'Brien,  Slade, 
"Woolley— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Breck,  Caton,  Thorndike, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Walbridge,  Whitten — 7. 

The  question  then  came  upon  concurring  with 
the  Council  in  adopting  the  order  to  petition  for 
the  act  of  incorporation. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  hope  the  friends  of  this 
measure  will  give  us  some  reason  for  forcing  it 
through  at  this  time.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  have 
given  away  too  much  of  their  power,  and  in  this 
particular  case  I  think  they  are  again  giving  away 
too  much  power  by  placing  the  City  Hospital  un 
der  an  act  of  incorporation. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  think  the  report  of  the 
committee  has  been  in  print  and  in  possession  of 
the  members  ot  this  Board  for  several  days. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  have  been  unable  to  see  the 
report,  notwithstanding  that  the  gentleman  in- 
sists upon  passing  the  order  this  afternoon.  I  do 
not  remember  having  seen  the  report,  and  I  can- 
not find  but  one  on  my  table  at  this  time,— yes, 
I  have  found  one,  but  I  have  not  had  time  to 
read  it. 

Alderman  Tucker-  Every  member  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  has  had  a  copy  of  the  report  sent  to 
him,  and  it  has  laid  upon  the  Alderman's  desk 
for  several  days.  I  did  not  read  it  myself  until 
yesterday. 

Alderman  Slade— I  voted  to  lay  this  over  for  a 
week,  fir  the  reason  that  one-half  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  been  gone  for  several  days,  and  I 
did  not  know  whether  they  were  quite  prepared 
to  vote  on  this  subject  or  not.  I  m  as  ready  to 
vote  today  ai  I  shall  be  at  any  time.  Still,  as  one 
of  the  Aldermen  asked  to  lay  it  over  for  a  week, 
for  the  reason  that  he  had  not  had  a  chance  to 
read  it,  1  thought  he  should  have  that  opportunity. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  have  no  objection  to  let- 
ting it  lie  over,  but  I  don't  understand  that  we 
can  get  in  after  next  Wednesday. 

Alderman  Viles— This  is  no  new  thing.  It  was 
before  the  Board  last  year,  and  I  believe  the  Al- 
derman was  here  and  had  time  to  consider  it.  I 
hope  we  shall  act  upon  it  today. 
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Alderman  Flynn— I  want  to  know  what  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  last  year  have  to  do  with 
this?  It  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  this 
Board  this  year,  and  we  are  acting  upon  their  re- 
port. 

Alderman  Viles— This  matter  was  before  the 
Board  last  year  and  was  rejected.  It  is  no  new 
thing. 

Alderman  Flynn— It  ought  to  be  rejected  now, 
in  my  opinion. 

Alderman  Slade — When  this  matter  of  the  in 
corporation  of  the  City  Hospital  was  before  us 
last  year,  I  looked  into  it  as  well  as  1  could  from 
my  standpoint.  From  all  the  information  I  could 
get  at  that  time,  it  was  allowed  that  this  institu- 
tion had  been  well  managed,  and  was  considered 
one  of  the  best  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the 
country.  I  believe  that  Mr.  Cowles  and  all  those 
persons  who  have  testified  before  the  committee 
this  year  have  admitted  it  is  one  of  the  best  iusti- 
tuiions  in  the  country,  and  is  managed  as  well  as 
any  other.  The  only  point  that  I  see  is  that  one 
of  the  gentlemen  said  it  would  be  a  little  more 
respectable  to  be  a  member  of  the  institution  if  it 
was  under  a  charter;  and  then  there  has  been 
something  said  about  donations  or  money  that 
would  be  given  to  it.  Those  are  the  only  two 
points  that  I  can  see,  or  have  seen,  in  all  the  argu- 
ments brought  in  favor  of  this  change.  If  this  in- 
stitution had  been  a  failure  up  to  this  time,  or  any- 
thing like  it,  I  should  fael  a  little  differently;  but 
I  believe  it  is  well  managed,  and  in  mj  judgment 
it  is  well  to  let  well  enough  alone.  It  has  done 
well  np  to  the  present  time,  has  given  entire  sat- 
isfaction to  the  people;  and  why  disturb  it?  I 
have  looked  over  this  very  carefully,  and  have  not 
changed  my  mind  from  what  it  was  last  year. 

Alderman  Breck — When  this  matter  came  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Ordinances  they  consid- 
ered it  so  important  that  they  concluded  it  was 
best  to  give  a  public  hearing,  which  was  accord- 
ingly advertised,  and  was  fully  attended  by  all 
the  physicians  and  surgeons  who  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  City  Hospital.  No  others  appeared. 
The  surgeons  and  doctors  were  in  favor  of  the  in- 
corporation of  the  trustees,  and  I  don't  think  any 
"were  there  to  oppose  it  except  two,  one  of  whom 
was  one  of  the  trustees,  Dr.  Gavin,  and  the  other 
a  Mr.  Brophy.  These  were  the  only  citizens 
who  came  to  remonstrate  against  it.  The  com- 
mittee came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  the  citizens 
felt  no  more  interest  in  it  than  that,  and  did 
not  come  to  remonstrate  against  it,  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  to  do.  The  physi- 
cian said  the  incorporation  of  the  trustees 
would  give  more  strength  to  the  institution, 
and  there  would  be  m.  re  donations  and  a  chance 
for  more  legacies  being  left  it.  The  trustees,  in- 
stead of  being  nine  in  number,  would  be  reduced 
to  seven,  and  could  work  more  effectively 
than  with  a  larger  board.  There  was  no  rea- 
son offered  to  show  why  the  incorporation  of  the 
trustees  would  not  be  a  good  thing  for  the  City 
Hospital. 

Alderman  Caton— One  reason  why  I  shall  vote 
in  favor  of  incorporation  is  that  now  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  elected  a  trustee  for 
one  year,  ai  d  about  the  time  his  year  expires  he 
has  just  begun  to  understand  the  working  of  the 
institution.  Quite  likely  he  may  not  be  returned 
again,  and  the  city  loses  his  valuable  services  just 
as  he  has  begun  to  know  something  about  the  in- 
stitution. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  want  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Alderman  to  the  statement  of  Dr.  Cowles: 

"The  City  Hospital  certainly  stands  the  equal  of 
any  institution  of  its  kind,  and  superior  to  most 
in  its  fitness  for  the  special  purpose  for  which  it 
is  designed." 

And  now  as  to  the  reason  which  the  gentlPman 
gives — 

"Although  a  majority  of  the  members  may 
be  new  in  one  year,  but  one  instance  was  recalled 
where  it  had  happened.  The  fact  is,  that  the 
members  serving  from  the  City  Council  have  often 
been  elected  at  large  atter  their  official  term  ex- 
pires. Besides,  as  the  Council  members  take  of- 
fice in  February,  and  the  two  new  members  at 
large  in  May,  the  former  have  had  three  months 
in  which  to  learn  their  duties.  What  these  du- 
ties are  was  not  explained  to  your  committee." 

So  I  think  that  obviates  the  difficulty  that  the 
Alderman  alludes  to. 

Alderman  Caton— t  have  also  had  conversations 
-with  quite  a  number  of  the  medical  staff,  and 
they  are  very  much  in  favor  of  the  incoiporation. 

The  order  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee to  petition  tor  an   act   of  incorporation 


was  declared  adopted.  Alderman  Flynn  doubted 
the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The 
order  was  adopted — yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bell,  Breck,  Caton,  Thorndike, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Walbridge,  Whitten— 8. 

Nays — Aldermen  Flynn.  O'Brien,  Slade,  Wool- 
ley— 4 

Alderman  Thorndike  moved  a  leconsi deration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Flynn  moved  to  specially  assign  that 
motion  to  half-past  four  o'clock  next  Monday  af- 
ternoon. Declared  lost.  Alderman  Flynn  doubt- 
ed the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Viles — Before  that  vote  is  taken,  I 
would  like  to  inquire  if  there  is  a  committee  going 
to  be  absent  next  week?  If  so,  perhaps  we  had 
better  postpone  it  for  a  fortnight. 

Alderman  Flynn — Perhaps  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  will  desire  to  visit  some  distant  city,  and 
if  so,  we  will  give  them  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bell,  Flynn,  O'Brien,  Slade, 
Woolley — 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Breck,  Caton,  Thorndike, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Walbridge,  Whitten— 7. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

EXTENSION  OF  NEWBURY  STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  transmitting  a  resolve 
and  order  for  the  extension  of  Newbury  street 
from  Hereford  street  to  West  Chester  park,  by 
taking  land  of  the  city  and  others,  Rufus  Esta- 
brook  and  D.  N.  Skillings,  at  an  adjudged  ex- 
pense of  $19,036,  apportioned  as  follows:  Rufus 
Estahrook  §9036,  D.  N.  Skillings  §10,000.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.    Sent  down. 

RESIGNATION  OF  CITY  ENGINEER. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  City  Engineer,  I 
Boston,  March  1,  1880.     j 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston — Having  accepted  another  position,  I 
hereby  resign  the  office  of  City  Engineer,  and  re- 
quest that  I  may  be  relieved' from  further  duty 
after  the  20th  of  this  month.  Thanking  your  twii- 
oiable  body  for  the  confidence  expressed  and 
honor  conferred  by  my  recent  reelection,  t  am 
your  obedient  servant,  Jos.  P.  Davis. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Daniel  Noonan,  constable,  being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
board. 

TRANSFERS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  request  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $33,000 
for  widening  streets,  with  the  report  of  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Streets  recommending 
that  the  same  be  granted,  would  respectfully  re- 
port the  accompanying  order  granting  the  amount 
asked  for.  Your  committee  also  respectfully  ask 
for  the  passage  of  the  annual  order  authorizing 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  to  make  the  necessary 
transfers  of  appropriations  for  closing  the  ac- 
counts of  the  present  financial  year  which  termi- 
nates April  30,  1880: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
serve Fund  the  sum  of  §26,167  and  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  County  of  Suffolk  the  sum  of 
$6833,  in  the  total  $33,000,  to  the  appropiiatiou  for 
Streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  make  all  such  transfers 
of  appropriations  as  may  be  necessary  in  closing 
the  business  of  the  financial  year  which  termi- 
nates April  30,  1880;  all  such  transfers  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  ratifica- 
tion and  approval. 

Orders  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

LAND   DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  in 
street  widenings,  as  follows:  Union  Wharf  Cor- 
poration, $21,000,  widening  of  Commercial  street; 
Antoinette  Marie,  $100,  extension  of  Auburn 
street  to  Poplar  street;  Patrick  Bergen,  $7500, 
widening  of  Commercial  street;  Patrick  Mona- 
ha  ,  $7000,  widening  of  Commercial  street;  Jane 
Brownrigg,  $5400,  widening  of  Commercial  street, 
for  land  taken  in  name  of  heirs  of  John  Brown- 
rigg;   Patrick   McLaughlin,    $7500,  widening   of 
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Commercial  street;  heirs  of  James  Foster,  $72.80, 
relocation  of  Adams  street,  between  King  and 
Ashmont  streets.    Severally  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  in  favor  of  granting  the 
applications  of  forty-two  newsboys  for  licenses. 
Accepted. 

LANTERN. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, that  H.  W.  Cottle  have  leave  to  project  a 
plain  lantern  from  the  front  of  the  Merchants' 
Hotel,  'Change  avenue.    Accepted. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  in 
addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  allowed,  the 
Committee  on  Bridges  be  authorized  to  expend  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $200  in  widening  and  repairing 
Western-avenue  Bridge,  between  Boston  and 
Cambridge;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
lor  Bridges.    Passed. 

ENGLISH   HIGH  AND  LATIN  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  provide  for  the  window 
glass  for  English  High  and  Latin  School  Building 
by  contract  or  otherwise,  as  they  may  deem  expe- 
dient.   Passed.    Sent  down. 

LAND  FORFEITED,  ETC. 

Alderman  Thorndike,for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  offered  orders  to  remit  taxes  as  follows: 
For  year  1878,  on  estate  197  Shawmut  avenue, 
$166.40,  standing  in  name  of  Gabriel  T.  Boos;  for 
year  1877,  estate  on  Middlesex  street,  $37.51, 
standing  in  name  of  Patrick  Mahoney;  for  year 
1877,  estate  on  East  Third  street,  $28.82,  standing 
in  name  of  Adoniram  Burrilljthe  same  having 
been  forfeited  to  the  city  for  breach  of  conditions 
of  sale.     Severally  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Yiles  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board  in 
favor  of  granting,  on  the  usual  conditions,  peti- 
tions t"  occupy  stables  as  follows:  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  Company,  on  Devon  street,  Ward 
25;  William  Blue,  75  Preble  street,  Ward  15;  sever- 
ally accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
offered  an  order— That  $110  15  be  abated  from  the 
assessment  levied  upon  Bridget  Gately  for  a  sewer 
in  Woodman  street  on  account  of  inability  to  pay; 
that  $8.59  be  abated  from  the  assessment  levied 
upon  Grin  Fairbanks  for  a  sewer  in  Cambridge 
street  (Brighton  District),  on  account  of  over-es- 
timate of  land.    Passed. 

THE    SUMMONING    OF    JURORS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  : 
The  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  this 
Board,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
George  J.  Moulton  and  others,  alleging  fraud  in 
the  present  method  of  summoning'  jurors,  and 
asking  that  the  names  of  jurors  drawn  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  be  published,  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report: 

The  petition  contains  three  specific  and  positive 
charges,  namely — 

1.  That  there  are  gross  frauds  practised  in  con- 
nection with  summoning  jurors  in  this  city. 

2.  That  jurors  are  drawn  by  the  Aldermen  and 
never  summoned  by  the  courts. 

3.  That  persons  are  summoned  by  the  courts 
who  have  never  been  drawn  by  the  Aldermen. 

The  committee  impressed  with  the  seriousness 
of  these  charges  determined  upon  a  full  and 
thorough  investigation,  to  discover,  if  possible, 
the  parties  guilty  of  such  grossly  fraudulent  prac- 
tices described  by  the  petitioners.  Notices  were 
accordingly  issue'd  and  served  upon  the  signers 
of  the  petition,  personally  by  a  constable,  to  ap- 
pear before  the  committee  and  substantiate  the 
charges  made.  Of  the  four  who  signed  the  peti- 
tion the  officer  reported  that  one  could  not  be 
found,  and  that  another  refused  to  attend  the 
hearing  for  the  reason  that  he  had  not  signed  the 
petition,  stating  that  if  his  name  appeared 
upon  it,  it  was  placed  there  without 
his  knowledge  or  consent.  The  two 
others  responded  to  the  notice,  and 
■were  heard  by  the  committee  in  presence 
of  the  sheriff  and  several  officers  of  the  courts, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  serve  venires,  and  it  is  proper 
to   state  that    not    a  particle  of    evidence  was 


brought  forward  in  support  of  the  charges  pre- 
ferred. 

George  J.  Moulton  was  of  opinion  that  grievous 
wrongs  existed,  but  when  asked  to  be  particular 
and  state  where  they  were  to  be  found,  and  the 
names  of  those  committing  the  wrongs,  he  could, 
not,  or  would  not,  anct  utterly  refused  to  do  so. 
His  apparent  ignorance  of  the  whole  process  of 
drawing  and  summoning  jurors  was  specially  no- 
ticeable^ 

P.  F.  u'Neil  stated  that  he  signed  the  petition 
at  the  solicitation  of  one  T.  C.  Brophy,  who  as- 
sured him  that  there  was  evidence  to  prove  the 
charges,  but  whose  name,  however,  did  not  ap- 
pear upon  the  petition.  Mr.  O'Neil  also  informed 
the  committee  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
matters  referred  to  in  the  petition,  thaf  he  would 
not  have  signed  it  had  he  not  been  assured  that 
the  charges  were  true,  and  he  was  perfectly 
willing  to  withdraw  his  name.  After  listening  to 
the  testimony  he  acknowledged  that  he  did  not 
believe  th  ■  charges  were  true. 

The  constables  then  testified  under  oath,  and 
after  them  the  sheriff,  iu  regard  to  the  manner 
of  summoning  jurors;  in  sunstance,  that  the  list 
of  names  drawn  by  the  Aldermen  and  certified  by 
the  City  Clerk  was  given  them,  and  in  every  case 
each  man  was  summoned.  No  names  were  ever 
taken  off  or  substituted  for  those  on  the  list,  and 
no  instructions  had  ever  been  given  to  omit  any 
name  in  issuing  the  summons. 

It  appears,  therefore,  upon  investigation,  that 
the  petitioners  have  seen  tit  to  prefer  charges 
affecting  the  integrity  of  every  official  participat- 
ing in  the  business  of  summoning  and  selecting 
jurors,  without  producing  any  evidence  whatever 
to  sustain  their  charges;  a  proceeding  which  the 
committee  believe  to  he  unprecedented  and  de- 
serving the  severest  condemnation.  The  only 
palliation  for  this  unfounded  and  unwarranted 
attack  upon  the  honor  of  public  officials  is  on  the 
ground  of  ignorance,  ana  in  any  view  of  the  mat- 
ter the  persons  concerned  would  be  fully  justified 
in  seeking  legal  redress. 

As  regards  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  that 
the  names  of  jurors  drawn  by  the  Aldermen  be 
published  in  the  official  report,  the  committee 
believe  that  it  would  be  but  a  step  towards  in- 
troducing some  of  the  very  evils  complained  of, 
and  which  apparently  exist  at  present  only  in  the 
minds  of  the  petitioners.  The  names  of  jurors, 
as  is  well  known,  are  drawn  by  the  Aldermen  in 
open  meeting,  each  name  as  drawn  is  called  out 
aloud,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  business  is  con- 
ducted in  as  public  a  manner  as  is  necessary,  and 
that  persons  who  desire  to  know  who  is  drawn 
have  every  needful  opportunity  of  obtaining  the 
information. 

The  committee,  therefore,  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any  change  in  the 
present  method  of  drawing  jurors,  and  they  rec- 
ommend the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Clinton  Viles. 
Frederick  G.  Walbridge. 

Accepted  and  ordered  printed. 

extra  night  police. 
Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Police  of  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  Gardner  Clapp  and  others  for  the 
organization  of  an  extra  mgnt  police  force  ot  250 
men.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  A. 
D.  Puller  to  project  a  bridge  across  a  certain  way 
running  from  Sudbury  to  Portland  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  Frank 
Kneeland  for  leave  to  maintain  and  use  a  hoist- 
ing beam  at  7  Warren  street.    Accepted. 

CITY    REGISTRAR'S    DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  tollowing,  which 
on  his  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered 
printed  : 

City  of  Boston,        ) 
In  Board  of  Aldermen,  } 
March  1,  1880.     ) 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  City  Reg- 
istrar's  Department,   to    whom  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  Mayor's  inaugural  address  as  recom- 
mends that  the  Registrar's  Department  be  closed, 
and  that  the  duties  now  conferred  by  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth  upon  the  Registrar   be   here- 
after performed  by  the  Board  of  Health,  having 
carefully  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  re- 
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port,  dissenting  from  the  recommendations  of  the 
Mavor: 

The  careful  registration  and  safe  preservation 
of  the  vital  statistics  of  the  State  have  justly  been 
considered  by  the  Legislature  of  equal  importance 
to  that  relating  to  the  safety  of  probate  records 
and  titles  to  property. 

The  deservedly  high  character  of  our  city  for  its 
public  records  warrants  the  committee  in  saying 
that  no  experiment  in  this  important  department 
of  our  Government  should  be  entered  upon  at 
this  time,  unless  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth 
or  the  highest  interests  of  our  citizens  are  to  be 
served  thereby. 

The  reasons  advanced  in  favor  of  the  measure 
recommended  are — 

1.  That  the  work  of  registration  is  allied  to  that 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  that  it  therefore 
properly  belongs  there. 

2.  That  tlie  duties  of  registration  could  be 
more  efficiently  performed  by  the  Board  of  Health 
than  they  now  are.    And — 

3.  That  the  expenses  of  registration  would  be 
materially  lessened  by  the  change. 

To  each  of  the  foregoing  reasons  your  commit- 
tee, after  due  consideration,  are  unable  to  assent. 
They  believe  the  proposed  measure  is  not  required 
by  any  existing  necessity;  and  they  likewise  en- 
tertain the  conviction  that  it  would  not  result  in 
any  public  benefit,  and  that  the  removal  of  the 
Registrar's  office  from  City  Hall  to  that  occupied 
by  the  Board  of  Health  in  Pemberton  square, 
cbuld  not  fail  to  greatly  inronvenience  the  public, 

1.  It  is  stated  that  in  other  States,  where  local 
boards  of  health  exist,  the  duties  of  registration 
are  performed  by  such  bodies.  While  this  is  true, 
it  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  any  efficient  or 
complete  registration  of  vital  statistics  in  places 
outside  of  New  England  is  scarcely  worthy  of 
the  name.  Nor  does  the  example  of  New  York, 
whose  Board  of  Health  is  furnished  with  ample 
means,  and  endowed  with  all  the  appliances  need- 
ed for  the  successful  discharge  of  its  duties,  dis- 
prove the  foregoing  assertion.  In  no  year  since 
the  establishment  of  that  body  in  I860,  if  your 
committee  do  not  mistake,  has  it  been  able  to  se- 
cure the  registration  of  more  than  sixty-live  per 
cent,  of  the  marriages  supposed  to  have  occurred 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  nor  more  than  forty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  births.  Whether  this  serious  de- 
fect is  owing  to  a  loose  administration 
of  the  law,  or  to  the  inadequacy  of  the 
machinery  used  in  the  work,  is  immaterial, 
the  result  is  the  same  in  either  instance.  Phila- 
delphia exhibits  a  more  favorable  aspect  than 
that  presented  by  New  York,  though  that  fails  to 
reach  a  satisfactory  standard;  while  in  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Middle  States,  and  nearly  all  of 
the  Western  and  Southern  ores,  scarcely  any 
claim  to  completeness  is  advanced. 

So  far,  then,  as  the  above  cited  instances  are 
concerned,  the  boards  of  health  in  those  places 
have  not  exhibited  any  striking  aptitude  for  the 
work  of  registration,  nor  have  they  achieved  any 
success  in  that  direction  With  these  examples 
before  them,  your  committee  do  not  feel  certain 
that  a  like  condition  would  not  result  from  the 
proposed  change  in  the  Registrar's  Department. 

It  is  within  a  brief  period  that  the  work  of  reg- 
istration has  been  porformed  by  boards  of  health, 
and  then  only  in  those  places  where  Scarcely  any 
system  existed,  and  where  it  scarcely  receives  any 
systematic  attention.  The  New  York  Board  of 
Health,  as  before  remarked,  was  created  in  1866, 
having  taken  the  place  of  the  city  inspector's  de- 
partment, as  no  thorough  or  well-digested  system 
of  registration  existed  in  that  city  or  State,  the 
duty  of  adopting  more  effective  methods  was  as- 
signed to  the  Board  of  Health.  Since  that  period, 
energetic  efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  the 
desireel  improvement,  but  with  what  success  the 
foregoing  recited  facts  attest. 

2.  'Ihe  claim  that  the  registration  of  vital  sta- 
tistics is  a  part  of  the  legitimate  business  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  your  committee  consider  to  be 
without  support.  Beyond  the  mere  facts  of  indi- 
cating the  cause  of  death,  and  the  localities  where 
death  occurred  (and  then  only  in  less  than  one- 
fourth  of  all  the  cases),  the  registration  of  deaths 
is  of  no  use  to  the  Board  of  Health  for  sanitary 
purposes;  while  the  records  of  births  and  mar- 
riages are  as  foreign  to  tljat  board  as  they  would 
be  to  that  of  the  Fire  Department. 

The  registration  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  has  existed  in  Massachusetts  for  more 
than  two  hundred  and  forty  years,  and  was  estab- 
lished without  any  expressed  reference  to  sanitary 
considerations.    The  first  mention  made  of   the 


subject  was  in  the  "Records  of  the  Colony  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,"  in  the  fol- 
f owing  words: 

"A  Generall  Court,  holden  at  Boston  4d  7th  mo., 
1619.  For  pventing  of  all  unlawful!  marriages, 
&c,  it  is  ordered,  that,  after  dewe  publication  of 
this  order,  noe  persons  shal  bee  ioyned  in  mar- 
riage before  the  intention  of  the  pties  pceeding 
therein  hath  bene  3  times  published  at  some  time 
of  publike  lecture  or  towhe  meeting,  in  both 
townes  where  the  pties,  or  either  ol  them,  do 
ordinarily  reside,"  &c.  *  *  *  "Item:  That  there 
bee  records  kept  of  all  wills,  administrations,  & 
inventories,  as  also  of  the  dayes  of  every  mar- 
riage, birth,  &  death  of  eveiy  pson  w'hin  this 
iurisdiction." 

"4th  clay,  4th  mo.  1640.  Whereas,  at  the 
Genrall  Cort  the  4th  7th  mo.,  1639,  there 
was  prision  made  for  tfie  recording  severall 
ptleulars,  amongst  wch  it  is  observed  that  birthes, 
deaths  &  marriages  are  much  neglected  in  many 
townes,— It  is  therefore  ordered,  that  hereafter 
the  olarks  of  the  writts  m  several!  townes  snail 
take  especially  Pare  to  record  all  birthes  &  deathes 
of  persons  in  their  townes,"  *  *  *  "and  for 
time  past  it  is  ordered,  they  shall  do  their  utmost 
indeavor  to  find  out  in  the  severa.ll  townes  who 
hath  bene  borne,  &  who  hath  died,  since  the  first 
founding  of  their  townes,  &  to  record  the  same  as 
aforesaid.  Also  the  ma'trats  &  other  persons  ap- 
pointed to  marry  shall  yearly  deliver  to  the  re- 
corder of  that  Cort  that  is  nearest  the  place  of 
their  habitation  the  names  of  such  psons  as  tbey 
have  married,  wth  the  dayes,  months,  &  yeares  of 
the  same;  and  the  said  recorders  are  faithfully 
&  carefully  to  inrolle  such  birthes,  deathes  & 
marriages  as  shall  thus  bee  comitted  to  their 
trust." 

"7th  of  First  Mo.  1643-1644.  Whereas  the  order 
for  the  recording  of  deaths,  births,  &  marriages 
is  very  usefuil  and  necessary,  &  yet  it  hath  bene 
in  many  places  much  neglected,  it  is  ordered,  that 
all  parents,  masters  of  servants,  executors,  & 
administrators  respectively,  shall  stand  charged 
to  bring  into  the  elarks  of  the  writs  the  names  of 
such,  belonging  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  as  shall 
either  be  borne,  or  dye,  and  that  the  newe  mar- 
ried man  shall  stand  likewise  bound  to  bring  in  a 
certificate  of  his  marriage,  under  the  hand  of 
that  ma'trate  wch  married  him,,  to  the  Clarke  of 
the  writts." 

"May  6,  1659.  This  Court,  takeing  in  their 
consideration  the  great  damage  yt  will  un- 
avoydably  accrue  to  the  posteritie  of  this 
coraon  weale  by  the  gen'll  neglect  of  ob- 
serving the  law  injoyning-  of  records  of  all 
births,  deaths,  etc.,  doe  therefore  order,  that 
henceforth  the  Clarke  of  the  writts  in  each  towne 
respectively  take  due  care  for  effecting  the  same, 
according  to  the  intent  of  the  affores'd  law:  & 
incase  any  pson  or  psons  shall  neglect  their 
duty  required  by  the  s'd  law  more  than  one 
mo'th  after  any  birth,  death,  or  marriage,  the 
Clarke  of  the  writts  shall  demauhd  the  same,  w'th 
12d  a  name  for  his  care  &  paynes." 

Other  acts  of  the  General  Court,  of  like  tenor, 
were  subsequently,  from  time  to  time,  adopted, 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  a  complete  and  ac- 
curate registration  of  the  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  throughout  the  colony.  It  will  be  observed, 
that  while  no  allusion  is  made  to  matters  con- 
nected with  the  public  health  in  the  above  quoted 
extracts,  it  is  stated  in  the  last  one  that  "great 
.damage  will  accrue  to  posterity  by  a  neglect  of 
the  duties  of  registration." 

Neither  in  England  does  there  seem  to  have  ex- 
isted any  distinct  impression,  that  the  registra- 
tion of  vital  statistics  had  any  particular  connec- 
tion with  sanitary  iffairs.  Frier  to  183C  the  public 
registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  had 
been  much  neglected  while  even  parish  registra- 
tion had  shared  in  the  general  defect.  In  that 
year  the  present  registration  law  of  England  was 
introduced  into  Parliament.  In  a  speech  on  that 
occasion  Lord  John  Russell  said,  "It  was  most 
desirable  that  a  general  system  of  civil  registra- 
tion should  now  be*  carried  into  effect. 
It  was  a  most  important  subject;  impor- 
tant for  the  security  of  property;  impor- 
tant to  ascertain  the  state  and  "  condition 
of  individuals  under  various  circumstances  im- 
portant to  enable  the  Government  to  acquire  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  population 
of  the  country,  that  there  should  be  a  general 
registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths." 

A.  committee  of  Parliament,  in  their  report  on 
the  same  law,  said,  "The  subject  involves  matters 
of  great  public  and  national  interest,  as  well  as 
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individual  satisfaction,  and  rights  and  claims  to 
property;  and  deserves  the  attention  of  the  hum- 
blest citizen,  as  well  as  of  the  most  philosophical 
and  statesmanlike  inquirer." 

The  above  quoted  extracts  show  that  whatever 
was  the  design  of  those  who  originated  the  Eng- 
lish registration  act  of  1836,  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  entertained  the  notion  that  the  per- 
formance of  the  labors  incident  thereto  naturally 
devolved  upon  boards  of  health. 

Down  to  1849  the  registration  of  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths  in  Boston  comprised  part  of  the 
duties  performed  by  the  City  Clerk.  In  that  year, 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  that  officer  of  a  por- 
tion of  his  rapidly-increasing  labors,  the  office  of 
City  Registrar  was  created,  and  that  work  as- 
signed to  him,  in  accordance  with  an  express 
provision  of  the  statutes  of  the  Common- 
wealth. From  that  year  until  the  present 
time  the  office  has  been  rapidly  growing  in 
importance,  while  the  labors  incident  there, 
to  have  been  greatly  multiplied.  Indeed,  few- 
who  are  not  familiar  with  the  office,  are 
aware  of  the  demands  made  upon  those  engaged 
in  this  department  whde  in  the  performance 
of  the  daily  routine  of  their  duties.  The  work  is 
incessant  and  exacting,  and  demands  not  only 
intelligence,  but  the  exercise  of  no  little  patience 
and  forbearance. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  state  here  that  the 
present  Registrar  has  held  his  office  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  far  longer  than  any  person 
in  the  United  States  has  filled  a  similar  position, 
with  one  exception.  The  commendations  ex- 
pressed by  officials  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  in  Europe,  of  the  mannei  in 
which  registration  is  conducted  in  Boston  (some 
of  which  are  embodied  in  public  reports),  are 
creditable  alike  to  that  officer  and  to  the  city. 
During  the  incumbency  of  the  present  Registrar, 
in  addition  to  the  simple  work  of  registration, 
other  matters,  somewhat  allied  to  it  in  character, 
have  gradually  obtruded  themselves,  until  they 
have  become  incorporated  with  the  routine  affairs 
of  the  offioe.  Information  concerning  vital  statis- 
tics, coming  from  all  parts  of  the  world  (involving 
opinions  touching  the  growth  of  population, etc.), 
is  constantly  sought,  and  demands  the  expendi- 
ture of  no  little  time,  as  well  as  the  exercise  of 
considerable  reflection  and  judgme  t.  Although 
it  may  he  true  that  a  "prophet  is  not  without 
honor  save  in  his  own  country,"  your  committee 
cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  opinion  that 
the  efficiency  gained  in  this  office  by  so  long  an 
experience  should  not  be  lost,  as  would  be  the 
case  were  the  proposed  change  in  this  depart- 
ment to  be  adopted. 

Another  reason  why  the  Registrar's  office  should 
not  be  abolished,  your  committee  find  in  the  fact 
that  a  large  number  of  persons  are  frequent  iu 
their  visits  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  rec- 
ords for  genealogical  purposes,  and  to  prove 
rights  and  titles  to  property.  Much  time  and 
attention  are  required  by  persons  thus  engaged, 
which  service  cannot  be  properly  rendered  by  any 
one  without  experience 

Another  important  duty  belonging  to  the  Regis- 
trar, one  specifically  assigned  to  him  by  law,  is 
that  of  transcribing  old  and  worn-out  records. 
The  care  and  attention  required  in  this  work  can 
only  be  appreciated  by  those  wno  are  familiar 
with  it.  A  volume  of  marriages,  covering  the 
first  thirty  years  of  the  present  century,  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  a  careful  copyist.  Numerous  errors 
have  already  been  detected  by  a  comparison  of 
the  records  with  the  original  returns,  some  of 
them  of  the  most  serious  character.  There  ca*n  be 
hut  one  opinion,  your  committee  believe,  concern- 
ing this  important  work— that  it  should  not  be  ex- 
posed to  the  risk  of  inexperience. 

3.  The  expenses  attending  the  adrainistra  ion 
of  the  office  are  almnst  entirely  for  clerical  labor 
in  making  the  records  required  by  statute,  and  a 
transcript  of  the  same  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth.  If  he  laws  relating  to  vital 
statistics  are  properly  observed,  the.  cost  to  the 
taxpayers  will  be  the  same  whether  the  office  is 
efficiently  administered,  as  at  present,  or 
transferred  to  a  board  chosen  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  public  wel- 
fare can  be  better  insured  by  the  Registrar's  office 
remaining  as  it  is.  Any  information  desired  by 
the  Hoard  of  Health  concerning  the  deaths  in  the 
city,  or  even  a  copy  of  all  the  returns,  can  be 
readily  furnished  by  the  Registrar,  as  often  and 
at  such  times  as  that  board  may  require.  This 
duty  may  be  enjoined  on  the  Regisirar  by  an  or- 


der of  the  City  Council,  and  will  render  unneces- 
sary the  useless  duplicate  records  now  kept  by 
the  Board  of  Health,  and  which  are  worthless  for 
any  official  purpose. 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  City 
^Registrar  is,  by  ordinance,  ex  officio  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  The 
duties  of  that  position  require  of  him  the  keeping 
of  the  records  of  the  trustees,  their  accounts  with 
the  city,  and  the  making  and  recording  of  deeds 
for  burial  lots  sold  iu  the  cemetery — a  labor 
which,  if  paid  for  independently  of  the  salary  of 
the  Registrar,  would  amount  to  no  inconsiderable 
sum. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  recommend  that 
no  further  action  be  taken  upon  the  subject. 
For  the  committee. 

Clinton"  Viles,  Chairman. 

BOARD    OF    HEALTH. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  : 

The  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  communication  of  the  Board  of  Health 
asking  for  an  additional  appropriation  of  §5000 
for  the  balance  of  the  present  financial  year, 
would  respectfully  report  iu  favor  of  the  same 
being  granted,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
Finance  be  requested  to  furnish  the  means.  The 
communication  of  the  board,  and  of  the  details  of 
the  expenditures  and  the  needs  of  the  board  for 
the  balance  of  the  year,  are  appended. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Health  what  it  is  prop  ised  to 
do  with  this  $5000.  There  is  no  recommendation 
here  as  to  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  to  be  put. 
In  looking  over  the  detailed  statement,  I  find  that 
the  appropriation  for  1879-80  for  public  urinals 
was  $4000,  and  that  they  have  expended  $5659.98, 
oi  over  $1600  more  than  the  appropriation.  I  also 
find  that  $100  were  appropriated  for  advertising, 
and  they  have  spent  $636.63,  or  $536  more  than 
was  appropriated.  For  contingencies,  $500  were 
appropriated,  and  they  have  expended  $1587.77, 
or  $1008  77  more  than  was  appropriated.  For 
burial  grounds,  $3500  were  appropriated,  and  they 
have  expended  $4601.93.  Now,  I  desire  to  ask 
what  use  this  $5000  is  to  be  put  to. 

Alderman  Viles — I  am  happy  to  find  that  the 
Alderman  has  had  time  to  go  into  this  report  so 
minutely,  for  I  have  hardly  had  time  to  do  so  my- 
self. The  Board  of  Health  are  a  commission;  they 
can  spend  this  money  and  we  have  got  to  pay  it. 
They  are  an  independent  board,  can  run  the  city 
into  debt,  and  we  are  obliged  to  find  the  money 
to  pay  the  bills.  They  came  before  the  Committee 
on  Health,  said  it  has  been  an  extraordinary 
year,  that  they  have  had  to  incur  unexpected  ex- 
penditures, and  this  money  is  needed  to  carry 
them  through  the  remainder  of  the  year.  This 
Board  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  vote  the  money. 

Alderman  Flynn— This  Board  of  Health  should 
be  held  accountable  to  the  City  Council  just  as 
much  as  the  School  Committee,  the  Fire  Commis- 
sion, or  any  other  department  is.  Why  should 
the  doard  of  Health,  because  they  have  the  pow- 
er, go  outside  and  spend  five  or  six  thousand  dol- 
lars more  than  was  appropriated  ?  This 
is  a  matter  which  should  be  looked  into, 
and  they  should  be  held  accountable  to 
the  City  Council,  and  kept  within  their 
appropriation  just  as  much  as  any  other 
department.  I  see  no  reason  why  this  money 
should  have  been  expended,  and  I  don't  see  where 
it  is  to  be  used.  It  is  just  as  likely  to  be  put  into 
public  urinals  or  contingencies  as  anything  else. 
It  is  not  stated  for  what  purpose  it  is  to  T>e  ap- 
propriated. It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  matter  which 
the  committee  should  have  reported  to  the  City 
Council. 

Alderman  Viles — I  am  not  here  as  a  champion 
for  the  Commissioners  on  Health.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  them  myself,  but  at  the  same  time  we 
have  them  with  us,  and  we  are  obliged  to  provide 
means  for  them.  They  have  asked  for  this 
money  and  say  they  must  have  it,  in  order  to 
carry  them  through  the  financial  year.  They 
came  before  the  committee,  said  they  were  that 
much  short,  that  they  had  a  great  deal  to  do  in 
abating  nuisances.  They  asked  for  $1000  to  be 
transferred  from  one  of  their  appropriations  and 
$4000  from  some  other  appropriation,  making 
$5000  in  all. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if 
he  thinks  they  are  justified  in  expending  $1600 
more  lor  public  urinals  than  was  appropriated, 
or  $500  more  for  advertising  than  was 
appropriated,  or  $1087  more  for  contin- 
gencies      than      was        appropriated?     Unless 
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some  explanation  is  given  of  what  they  intend  to 
do  with  this  money,  I  move  it  be  recommitted  to 
the  committee. 

Alderman  Yiles — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  The  Board  of  Health  have  got  to  have 
this  money  and  might  as  well  have  it  today  as  at 
any  other  time. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  report  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Health— 6  for, 
5  against— with  instructions  to  report  what  is  to 
be  done  with  the  §5000.     Sent  down.  t 

THE  BURRILL  CLAIM. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 

"Whereas,  The  City  Council  passed  an  order 
which  was  approved  by  the  Mayor  Sept.  12,1870, 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

"Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Henry  W.  Paine,  as  assignee  of  Charles  Burrill, 
the  sum  of  §40,000  in  full  settlement  of  all  claims 
against  the  city,  and  all  persons  acting  personally 
or  in  behalf  of  the  city  in  this  matter,  for  services 
rendered  and  money  expended  by  said  Burrill  in 
procuring  credits  upon  the  quota  of  the  city  in 
1804;  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  fund  appro- 
priated for  Incidental  Expenses,  provided  that 
such  receipts  and  discharges  shall  be  executed  by 
said  Burrill  and  said  Paine  as  satisfactory  to  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Solicitor." 

And  whereas,  The  terms  and  conditions  of  said 
order  were  duly  complied  with  by  said  Burrill  and 
by  said  Paine,  and  said  receipts  and  discharges 
executed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Mayor  and 
the  City  Solicitor,  and 

Whereas,  A  draft  in  the  usual  form  for  tte  pay- 
ment of  said  order  was  duly  signed  by  the  Mayor, 
and  transmitted  to  the  City  Auditor,  which  said 
draft  has  not  been  paid;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  proper  and  expedient  for  a  cor- 
rect understanding  of  the  duty  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil in  regard  to  this  case,  that  certain  information 
should  be  obtained,  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Auditor  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  Board  a  written  statement 
of  the  reasons  why  the  money  was  not  and  has 
not  been  paid  in  conformity  with  said  order  and 
draft. 

Alderman  Breck — I  offer  this  order  at  the  re- 
quest of  many  citizens  and  merchants,  who  be- 
lieve that  this  Burrill  claim  ought  to  be  disposed 
of  in  some  way  or  other:  Mr.  Chairman — In  pre- 
senting this  subjecr.  to  the  Board  in  this  form,  I 
do  so  with  the  conviction  that  it  can  be  and  ought 
to  be  definitely  settled.  I  believe  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  City  Council  for  a  number  of 
years  past  has  been  based  upon  an  entire  misap- 
prehension of  the  case.  They  have  gone  into  an 
investigation  of  the  Burrill  claim  as  if  ir,  was  an 
original  matter  for  them  to  determine  whether  or 
not  he  was  entitled  to  any  compensation  for  his 
alleged  services.  This  is  all  wrong,  as  will  be  un- 
derstood from  a  statement  of  facts. 

In  1869  Mr.  Burrill  petitioned  the  City  Council 
for  compensation  for  services  rendered  and 
money  expended  in  behalf  of  the  city  in  1864.  A 
long  hearing  was  had,  and  an  exhaustive 
investigation  made,  which  was  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Claims  of  that  year.  In  1870 
the  matter  being  again  brought  before  the  City 
Council,  it  was,  after  much  discussion  as  to  the 
amount  that  ought  to  be  paid  to  him,  decided  to 
settle  the  claim  in  full,  if  it  could  do  so,  for  the 
sum  of  §40,000.  Accordingly  an  order  to  this  effect 
was  passed  in  the  proper  form  to  accomplish  this 
object.  The  terms  and  conditions  were  duly  ac- 
cepted by  Mr.  Burrill  and  his  assignees  and  it 
then  became  a  valid  contract  and  lien  on  the  city 
treasury.  A  draft  for  the  amount  was  signed  by 
the  Mayor  and  received  by  the  City  Auditor,  but 
has  not  been  paid. 

Now  it  is  plain  that  the  City  Council  of  1870, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, had  an  undoubted  right  to  make 
such  a  settlement,  and  bind  the  city  in  their  offi- 
cial capacity.  Nor  in  my  opinion  have  their  suc- 
cessors any  right  to  question  their  judgment  or 
discretion  in  the  matter,  and  I  cannot  but  consid- 
er it  as  an  unwarranted  assumption  on  our  part 
to  ignore  their  action  and  re-investigate  the 
grounds  upon  which  they  saw  fit  to  adjust  the 
claim.  The  action  of  the  City  Government  of 
1870  was  full,  complete  and  final  on  this  subject. 
It  reduces  the  whole  matter  to  this  question, 
Why  has  not  this  order  been  paid?  That  it  has 
not  been  is  extraordinary  and  unprecedented, 
and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I  desire  to 
obtain  information  from  the  Auditor  in  writ- 
ing    and     officially;    if     he     has     been     influ- 


enced in  any  way,  or  if  he  has  acted 
in  accordance  with  his  own  judgment,  it  is 
proper  for  us  to  ascertain  the  facts  as  a  basis  for 
our  action.  I  do  not  want  to  detain  the  Board  by 
any  further  remarks.  The  form  of  this  order  is 
not  original  with  me,  but  I  have  offered  it  at  the 
suggestion  of  several  merchants  who  think  it 
should  be  disposed  of  in  some  way  and  got  rid  of. 
The  order  was  passed. 

WAGES  OF  LAMPLIGHTERS. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  consider  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  pay  of  the  lighters  employed  in 
the  Lamp  Department  to  1%  cents  per  lamp,  be- 
ing the  price  paid  previous  to  the  last  reduction. 
Passed. 

CITY     ENGINEER'S     DEPARTMENT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Engineer  (City 
Doc.  33)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  engineering  ex- 
penses from  Jan.  1,  1879,  to  Jan.  1,  1880: 
Amount  experded    from    department    ap- 
propriation for  1878-79 $6,817.66 

Amount  expended  from  department  appro- 
priation for  1879-80 17,926.58 

Total  expended  trom  department  appro- 
priations  $ 

Amount  expended  from  special  and  other 
appropriations 582 


Condition  of  department  appropriation : 
Amount  of  appj  opriatiou  for  financial  year 

1879-80 $25,000.00 

Amount  expended  to  Jan.  1, 1880 17.926.58 

Unexpended  balance  Jan.  1,  1880 


7,073.42 


From  special  and  other  appropriations : 
Roxburv  Canal  improvement— 

Pay  rolls  and  incidentals §582.62 

Classification   of  Expenses. 
Salaries     of     City     Engineer,     assistants, 
draughtsmen,  transitmen,  levellers,  rod- 
men,  etc  $23, 104.00 

Instruments,  and  repairs  of  same 91.91 

Drawing  paper  and  materials 270.62 

Stationery  and  printing  stock 172.97 

Reference  books,  maps  and  frames 78.92 

Printing 27.93 

Travelling  expenses,  including  horse  keep- 

ing.etc 761.77 

Incidental  expenses 236.12 

Total $24,744  24: 

The  number  of  persons  employed  and  paid  from 
the  department  appropriation  was,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1879  (including  the  City  Engineer),  nine- 
teen. The  present  number  is  eighteen.  The  op- 
erations of  the  department  for  the  year,  together 
with  such  general  information  relating  to  the  va- 
rious works  and  structures  finished  and  in  prog- 
ress as  is  thought  to  be  of  interest,  are  given  in 
the  report  in  detail. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

The    annual    report   (City  Doc.  30)  of  the    In- 
spector of  Buildings  was  received  and  sent  down. 
The  number  of  permits  that  have  been  is- 
sued during  the  year  for  brick,  stone  and 

iron  buildings 203 

The  number  of  permits  Issued  for  wood  and 

frame  buildings 575 

The  number  of  permits  issued  to  erect 
sheds    situate   upon  wharves  within  the 

building  limits  of  the  city 44 

The  number  of  buildings  for  which  permits 
have  been  issued  to  have  additions  built 
to  them,  or  to  have  alterations  and  repairs 

made  upon  them 2,567 

The  number  of  steam  engines  and  steam 
boilers  for  which  permits  have  been  is- 
sued to  set 179 

The  number  of  ovens  for  which   permits 

have  been  issued  to  build 29 

The  number  of  furnaces 70 

The  number  of  kettles,  stills,  etc 17 

The  number  of  notices  received  of  inten- 

tention  to  put  in  heating  apparatus 440 

The  number  of   street  signs,  lanters,  and 

transparencies  examined 17 

The  number  of  buildings  upon  which  de- 
tailed reports  have  been  made  with  refer- 
ence to  fire-escapes  and  means  of  egress.  143 
The  number  of   buildings  examined   that 

were  damaged  by  fire 510 

The  number  of  hoistways  examined 295 

The    number  of   permits  issued  to  occupy 

streets  tor  building  purposes 1,305 

The  number  of  buildings,  walls,  etc.,  re- 
ported to  be  in  an  unsafe  condition 183 

The  number  of  chimneys  reported  unsafe..  1,042 

The  number  of  defective  flues 28 
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The  number  of  unsafe  heating-aoparatus..  34 

The  number  of  buildings  reported  as  being 
deficient  in  means  of  egress  and  fire-es- 
capes    125 

The  number  of  violations  reported 1,675 

The  number  of  cases  placed  on  file  for  pros- 
ecution   9 

The  number  of  buildings  upon  which  com- 
pleted alterations  have  been  made,  and  to 
■which  additions  have  been  built, and  upon 
■which  repairs  have  been  made 2,397 

The  number  of  steam-engines  set,  and  fur- 
naces and  ovens  built 267 

The  number  of  heating-apparatus  set 476 

The  estimated  cost  of  completed  additions, 
alterations  and  repairs gl,606,768 

The  estimated  cost  of  .-team  engines,  steam 
boilers,  and  the  building  ovens,  furnaces, 
etc I §97,099 

The  estimated  cost  of  heating-apparatus, 
set §66,357 

The  estimated  cost  A  seen  ring  unsafe  build- 
ings, unsafe  walls, unsafe  foundations,  etc.       g20,151 

The  estimated  cost  of  protecting  hoistway 
openings 84  187 

The  estimated  cost  of  securing  dangerous 
chimneys $13,989 

The  estimated  cost  for  providing  fire  es- 
capes atul  additional  means  of  egress 84,452 

The  number  of  examinations  that  have 
been  made 21,075 

The  number  of  notices  issued 1,857 

NUISANCE  TO  BE  ABATED. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  abate,  or  cause 
to  be  abated,  the  nuisance  at  present  existing  in 
and  adjoining  the  yard  of  the  Wall-street  School. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

CLERK   HIRE  FOR  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  usual  monthly 
statements  of  clerk  hire  in  the  courts,  which  were 
duly  approved  and  ordered  paid. 

PETITION  FOR  DAMAGES   BY   LOSS  BY  FIRE. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, in  the  County  of  Suffolk— Respectfully  repre- 
sents your  petitioners,  Elbridge  G.  Allen,  Charles 
M.  Loring,  and  Samuel  G.  Winslow,  copartners 
under  the  firm-name  of  Allen,  Loring  &  Co.: 

That  on  and  before  the  nineteenth  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  O.  1879,  your  petitioners  were  the  oc- 
cupants of  a  certain  building  of  which  tlie  said 
Allen  was  the  owner,  of  the  value  of  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  situated  at  Orient  Heights,  so  called, 
in  the  city  of  Boston.  That  said  building  ■  on- 
tained  fixtures  and  implements  of  great  value 
used  and  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  business  of  the  manufacture  of  lampblack. 
That  your  petitioners  were  in  an  active  and  pros- 
perous business,  with  all  their  capital  invested 
therein. 

That  on  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1879,  they  had  in  said  building, 
materials,  stock  in  bulk  and  in  course  of  manufac- 
ture, and  fixtures,  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand 
dollars. 

That  they  had  on  hand  orders  from  responsible 
parties  for  a  great  part  of  said  stock. 

That  on  the  said  evening  of  the  nineteenth  day 
of  November,  at   about   seven   o'clock,  the  prem- 


ises caught  fire.  This  fire  was  discovered  by  one 
of  the  employes  of  your  petitioners  while  it  was 
confined  in  a  small  part  of  said  building.  Every 
effort  was  immediately  made  which  this  employe 
could  make,  with  the  assistance  of  others,  to 
quench  the  flames.  That  this  employe  of  your 
petitioners  immediately  sent  a  messenger  to  the 
nearest  alarm  box  of  the  fire  department  of  this 
city  with  instructions  to  call  the  fire  department 
to  the  spot.  That  the  fire,  though  burning  slowly 
and  steadily,  was  stayed  for  some  time  by  the  ef- 
forts of  said  employe  and  others;  and  for  over 
two  hours  from  the  time  of  its  discovery  the  fire 
was  stayed  and  kept  from  the  main  building  by 
persevering  efforts.  That  said  stock  was  in  bulk, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  remove  the  same. 

That  the  messenger  aforesaid  presented  himself 
to  the  authorized  holder  of  the  key  of  the  nearest 
fire-alarm  box,  and,  pointing  to  the  fire,  asked  for 
the  key  and  wanted  the  alarm  rung  for  assistance 
from  the  fire  department.  This  was  refused  by 
the  holder  of  lie  key,  upon  the  ground  that  that 
part  of  the  city  where  said  building  was  located 
was,  by  order  of  the  district  engineer,  excluded 
from  the  assistance  of  the  fire  department.  Other 
messengers  were  sert  by  your  petitioners  to  the 
same  box  and  to  one  of  the  engine  houses  of  the 
said  fire  department,  and  the  same  request  was 
made  for  assistance,  and  the  same  refusal  given. 

That  the  building  was  entirely  consumed  by  the 
fire,  and  the  stock  and  fixtures  therein  were  also 
entirely  consumed.  That  said  building,  stock  and 
fixture's  might  easily  have  been  saved  had  the  fire 
department  been  sent  to  the  spot  within  a  reason- 
able time  alter  the  fire  was  first  discoveied. 

That  your  petitioners  did  everything  within 
their  power  to  save  said  building,  stock  and  fix- 
tures, and  to  call  the  fire  department  to  the  spot 
in  time  to  save  the  same. 

That  your  petitioners  have  paid  all  taxes  levied 
upon  tliem  by  this  city;  that  they  have  done  noth- 
ing to  forfeit  the  right  to  protection  from  fire  ac- 
corded to  the  citizens  of  this  city. 

That  there  was  no  insurance  upon  said  stock, 
and  none  upon  said  building  except  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars.  And  that  your  petitioners  have 
suffered  great  damage,  owing  to  the  refusal  of 
the  fire  department  to  render  such  assistance  as 
lay  in  their  power.  Wherefore  your  petitioners 
prav  that  they  may  be  allowed  a  sum  of  money 
sufficient  to  compensate  them  for  the  damage 
they  have  sustained  in  the  manner  herein  set 
forth. 

Allen,  Loring  &  Co. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Suffolk,  ss.  On  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1880,  before  me  personally  appeared  Elbridge 
G.  Allen,  and  made  oath  that  he  has  read  the 
abo  ebill  subscribed  by  him  in  the  firm's  name, 
and  knows  the  contents  thereof,  and  the  same  is 
true  of  his  own  knowledge,  except  as  to  matters 
which  are  therein  stated  to  be  on  his  information 
and  belief,  and  as  to  those  matters  he  believes 
them  to  be  true.  Edwin  C.  Gilman. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    4,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

AUDITOR'S  ESTIMATES. 

The  President  presented  the  Auditor's  esti- 
mates (City  Doc.  No.  34),  which  were  referred  to 
the  Finance  Committee,  with  such  as  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  may  join,  and  sent  up.  Following  is 
the  report: 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  [ 

City  Hall,  March  1,  1880.     ) 

Harvey  XT.  Shepard,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council:  Sir— In  conformity  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  finance, 
the  undersigned,  Auditor  of  Accounts,  has  the 
honor  of  presenting  to  the  City  Council  the  ac- 
companying estimates  of  the  money  which  will 
he  required  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  of 
Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial 
year  1880-81,  commencing  May  1,  1880,  and  termi- 
nating April  30,  1881,  exclusive  of  Boston's  pro- 
portion of  the  State  tax  of  1880,  which  will  be 
levied  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  by  warrant  of 
law  of  the  Commonwealth.  Tl  e  financial  year  in- 
cludes the  Auditor's  general  draft  on  the  Treas- 
urer, made  up  at  the  close  of  April,  1880,  payable 
the  1st  of  May,  1880. 

The  estimated  expenditures  for  1880-81 

are 810,620,187.00 

The  estimated  income  for  1880-81  is... .  1,682,900.00- 
To  which  add  four  per  cent.,  for  the 

amount  which  will  not  be  paid  into  the 

treasury  during  the  financial  year 357,491.00 

We  have  a  total  which,  in  the  -judgment 
of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  should  be 
the  tax  for  1880,  for  city  and  county 
purposes,  exclusive  of  the  State  tax. .   $9,294,778.00 

These  estimates  show  that  there  is  an  increase 
of  the  total  amount  of  the  appropriations  asked 
for  over  those  granted  last  year,  of  $1,486,758, 
while  there  is  a  reduction  of  the  income  of  $444,- 
625;  thereby  involving  a  large  increase  of  the  tax 
levy  this  year  over  1879,  not  including  an  increase 
of  the  State  tax.  The  details  of  the  comparison, 
will  be  found  in  another  place. 

The  great  increase  of  the  amount  asked  for  by 
the  several  departments  will  naturally  attract  the 
earnest  attention  and  scrutiny  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil in  considering  what  shall  be  allowed  to  meet 
the  actual  wants  of  the  city,  now  embracing  an 
area  of  36  9-10  miles,  having  within  its  limits 
346  2-10  miles  of  accepted  streets  and  a  population 
of  380,000,  for  the  proper,  judicious,  and  liberal 
management  of  its  various'  affairs,  and  the  pro- 
motion of  its  industry  and  commeree.  This  finan- 
cial question  is  the  all-important  one  of  the  year, 
and  in  considering  the  same  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  nearly  reached 
that  limit  which  the  framers  of  the  act  of  1875, 
relating  to  municipal  indebtedness,  had  in  view, 
which  was  to  restrain  municipal  corporations 
from  burdening  the  people  with  interest-bearing 
debt  beyond  a  certain  amount.  The  act  in  effect 
requires  them,  if  they  decide  that  any  improve- 
ment is  of  such  a  necessitous  character  as  to  war- 
rant the  expenditure  of  money  for  its  immediate 
accomplishment,  to  raise  the  means  by  direct  tax- 
ation, and  the  taxpayer,  thereby  saved  the  burden 
of  taxation  for  a  number  of  years,  to  pay  interest 
and  the  required  percentage  on  debt  which  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  created  for  the  purpose, 
if  the  wise  and  restraining  provisions  of  the  act 
were  not  in  force.  The  tendency  of  the  act  of  1875 
is  to  bring  municipalities  towards  a  cash  basis. 

The  sum  which  the  City  Council  can  borrow  at 
this  date,  under  the  provisions  of  the  municipal 
indebtedness  act,  is  $1,234,618,  other  than  for 
water  purposes,  and  there  are  various  projects 
now  being  agitated  not  embraced  in  the  esti- 
mates wnich  will  more  than  use  up  the  same. 
This  state  of  affairs  will  of  course  necessitate 
an  increase  of  the  tax  levy  for  money  required 
for  undertakings  which  must  be  accomplished 
for  the  benefit  of  a  great  and  growing  city. 

It  is  probable  that  land  will  be  taken  for  a  new 
Court  House  during  the  present  financial  year  un- 
der an  act  now  pending  before  the  Legislature, 


and  to  meet  the  payment  for  the  same  it  would 
seem  that  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  for  it  should 
be  included  in  the  appropriation  for  the  County 
of  Suffolk  this  year,  to  be  met  by  direct  taxation, 
considering  the  small  borrowing  capacity  of  the 
city  at  the  prosent  time.  The  necessity  of  a  new 
Court  House  being  represented  as  being  so  urgent 
as  to  "brook  no  delay,"  the  amount  required  for 
the  erection  of  the  building  thereon  could  be 
taxed  in  sufficient  amounts  annually  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  departments  generally  ask  for  increased 
appropriations  for  their  current  expenses,  evi- 
dently based  somewhat  on  the  rise  in  the  prices 
ot  all  commodities  daily  used  by  them,  and  in  the 
case  of  several  departments  for  additional 
amounts  for  special  objects. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee in  their  communication  place  the  require- 
ments for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  public 
schools  for  the  year  at  $1,443,246— an  excess  of 
those  requested  for  1879-80  of  $25,113. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  of  the 
City  Council  reduce  the  sum  to  $1,284,000,  a  re- 
duction of  $159,246,  taking  from  the  salaries  of 
instructors  $124,576;  from  the  salaries  of  officers 
of  the  School  Committee,  $1320;  from  incidentals, 
$33,350.  The  total  amount  of  the  estimates  for 
the  expenses  of  the  public  schools  is  as  follows: 

Estimates  of  the  School  Committee  as  al- 
lowed by  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion of  the  City  Council $1,284,000 

Estimates  of  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings tor  repairs  and  alterations  of  school- 
houses 116.000 

Completing  and  furnishing  English  High 
and  Latin   School  buildings 68,000 

New  schoolhouses  and  land  for  same 132,000 

gl  ,600,000 


Add  to  this  the  sum  deducted  from  the  appro- 
priations requested  by  the  School  Committee,. 
$159,246,  we  have  a  total  of  $1,759,246  against  those 
granted  last  year  in  the  original  appropriation 
order  of  $1,435,000,  to  which  was  added  this  year 
$118,133  for  the  School  Committee,  making  a  total 
of  .*  1,553,133. 

The  street  and  highway  requirements  are  as 
follows: 

Bridges $130,000 

West  Boston  and  other  bridges 6.000 

Lamp  Department 413,000 

Paving  Department 1,270,000 

Sewer  Department 150,000 

Widening  streets 150,000 

Street  extensions 125,000 

Surveyor's  Department 30,000 

$2,280,000 

Compared  with  last  year,  there  is  an  increase 
for  Bridges  of  $75,000;  for  the  Lamp  Department 
of  $13,000;  for  the  Paving  Department  of  $626,000; 
for  the  Sewer  Department  of  $60,000;  for  widening 
streets  of  $50,000;  for  street  extensions,  $85,000; 
Surveyor's  Department,  $5000.     Total,  $903,000. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking 
Funds  require  to  meet  provisions  of  law  for  the 
sinking  funds,  $593,655— an  increase  of  $97,951. 
The  excess  of  revenue  over  expenses  and  interest 
on  outstanding  loans,  derived  from  the  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  Water  Works,  the  Commissioners  are 
of  the  opinion,  will  be  sufficient  for  the  require- 
ments of  their  respective  sinking  funds. 

The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  request  an 
appropriation  of  $270,000,  for  work  on  the  public 
park,  Back  Bay,  and  $2000  for  trees— an  increase 
over  that  of  last  year  of  $152,000.  The  Committee 
on  Parks  of  toe  City  Council  also  request  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $110,000,  for  a  covered  way 
for  Stony  Brook  through  the  park.  The  better- 
ments assessed  by  the  Commissioners  on  estates 
benefited  by  the  laying  out  of  this  park  amount 
to  $431,972,  and  are  now  being  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury, and  the  amount  which  will  be  received  from 
them  during  the  year  will  probably  be  sufficient 
to  prevent  any  taxation  after  this  year  for  the 
sinKing  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  Back 
Bay  park  loan  of  $450,000.  The  speedy  completion 
of  this  park  will  work  a  wonderful  transforma- 
tion of  its  surroundings,  and  be  a  sanitary  benefit 
much  needed,  enhancing  the  value  of  all  sur- 
rounding property.  The  money  required  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  work  on  the  park  must  be 
raised  by  taxation. 

The  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  require  for 
their  department  $807,592,  against  $825,000  last 
year,  which  includes  $13,870  for  retired  police  offi- 
cers, who  were   principally  paid  the    past  year 
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from  the  unused  income  of  the  Police  Charitable 
Fund.  The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  requi- 
sition is  for  $605,150,  against  $508,000  last  year. 
The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
estimate  their  wants  at  $506,700,  against  $479,000 
in  1879-80. 

The  appropriation  required  for  interest  on  the 
city  debt  outstanding,  on  temporary  loans,  and 
on  the  probable  amount  of  loans  to  be  negotiated 
during  the  year  is  $1,624,000,  showing  a  reduction 
of  $74,000,  caused  principally  by  the  saving  be- 
tween the  six  per  cent,  interest  debt  paid  and 
cancelled,  and  the  four  and  four  and  one-half  per 
cent,  rate  of  interest  at  which  the  new  loans  ha  ve 
been  negotiated.  The  total  interest  account  of 
the  city  is  as  follows:  On  city  loans  raised  by 
direct  taxation,  $1,624,00'';  on  Cochituate  water 
loans  paid  by  revenue,  $634,000;  on  Mystic  water 
loans  paid  by  revenue,  $65,080;  total,  $2,323,080. 

The  following  are  the  special  appropriations 
asked  for: 

Public  park,  Back  Bay §272,000.00 

Public  park,  Back  Bay,  covered  channel 

for  Stony  Brook llo.000.00 

Exte'  sionof  Fulton  street 75 ,000.00 

Completion   of    English    High   and   Latiu 

school  buildings 68,000  00 

Rebuilding  Chelsea  Bridge 65 .< iOO.OO 

Extension  of  Essex  street 50,000.00 

Primary  schoolhouse  and  land  on  Seventh 

street.  South  Boston 50.000  00 

Grammar  schoolhouse,  Egleston  square...  45,000.00 
Two  hundred  and    Fiftieth  celebration  of 

the  settlement  of  Boston 25,000  oo 

Enlargement  of  Prince  Schoolhouse,  New- 
bury street 25,000  00 

New  building,  Hou^e  of  Correction  yard...      20,000  00 
Purchase  of  public  square,  Brighton  Dis- 
trict, filling,  grading  and  curbing  same..      15.000.00 
Rebuilding     draw,    etc.,    Western-avenue 

Bridge,  Watertown 9,  00    0 

Additional  tu  Marcella-street  Home 7,800.00 

Primary   schoolhouse  and  land  in  vicinity 

of  Elmo  street,  Ward  24 7,000.00 

New  sheds  and  repairs,  city  stables  7,000.00 

Organization  of  Hook  and  Cadder  Company 
with  apparatus,  Tremont  street.  Box- 
bury  District 6,000.00 

Primary  schoolhouse  and  land  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Ashmont  station,  Ward  24 5,000.00 

8861,800.00 


The  principal  reduction  of  the  income  is  in  the 
Item  to  be  derived  from  the  balances  of  appro- 
priations remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  close 
of  the  present  financial  year  of  $325,000,  which 
must  naturally  lollow  from  the  closeness  with 
which  the  appropriations  were  made  by  the  last 
City  Council,  and  the  loss  of  $185,000  being  the 
amount  of  unexpended  special  appropriations 
used  by  order  of  the  City  Council  of  1879,  for  re- 
ducing last  year's  taxation. 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  appropria- 
tions embraced  in  the  estimates,,  and  the  esti- 
mated income  compared  with  those  of  1879-80: 
1880-81.  1879-80. 

Approprintions  for  city 

and  county ,$10,620,187.00    $9. 133.429  00 

Income .        1,682,900.00      2,127.525.00 

3,937,287.00    $7,005,604.00 

357,491  00  280.236  oo 


Percentage    for    non- 
collections 


1,294,778.00    $7 ,286.140  00 


Appropriations  1880-81  estimated  (less 

income  with  percentage > $9,291,778  00 

Appropriations  of  1879-80,  do 7,286.140  00 

Increase  of  1880-81 $2.008,638. 00 


The  following  table  will  exhibit  the  amount 
which  the  city  of  Boston  will  be  required  to  raise 
by  taxation,  to  cover  estimates,  and  pay  the  State 
tax;  of  which  Boston's  share  will  probably  be 
$619,110,  against  $206,370  last  year,  as  the  total 
amount  of  the  State  tax  will  probably  be  $1,500,- 
000  against  $500,000  in  1879,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
State  Auditor,  as  expressed  in  the  following  note: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Auditor's  Department, 

Boston,  Feb.  26,  1880. 
Alfred  T.  Turner,  *sg. .-  Dear  Sir— Yours  re- 
ceived. In  reply  I  have  to  say,  the  State  tax  will 
probably  be  #1,500,000.  It  cannot  be  precisely  de- 
termined at  this  time,  as  the  amount  may  be  in- 
creased or  slightly  diminished  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  present  session. 

Respectfully  yours, 
LSigned]  Chas.  R.  Ladd,  Auditor. 


1880-81.  1879-80. 

City  and  county  appro- 
priations, estimated, 
less  income,  with  per- 
centage  -. $9,294,778.00    $7,286,140.00 

State  tax,  estimated 619,110.00  206.370.00 


$9,913,888.00    $7,492,510.00 
Showing  an  increase  of  $2,421,378  over  1879-80. 

The  Board  of  Assessors  are  allowed  by  law  to 
add  to  this  sum  of  $9,913,888,  to  cover  abatements, 
etc.,  five  per  cent,  less  $178,000  for  poll  taxes, 
equal  to  $486,794,  making  the  total  tax  levy  for 
city,  county  and  State,  estimated,  at  $10,400,682. 

As  regards  the  valuation  of  the  city,  Mayor 
Prince  in  his  inaugural  address  in  January  last 
states  that  the  Board  of  Assessors  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that,  for  the  present,  there  will  be  no  further 
decline  in  the  value  of  the  real  or  personal  estate 
of  the  city.  The  Assessors'  valuation  ol  the  city, 
1879,  was  $613,322,691.  To  whi-h  should  certainiy 
be  added,  in  view  of  the  Assessors'  opinion,  the 
value  of  the  new  buildings  erected  and  completed 
during  the  year,  which  the  Inspector  of  Buildings 
informs  me  is  $1,956,000,  and  for  the  appreciation 
of  personal  property  and  of  real  estate  in  por- 
tions of  the  city,  a  sum  sufficient  to  make  "the 
valuation  of  the  city,  say,  $630,000,000.  W  ith  this 
valuation  of  $630,u00,000,  the  result  will  be,  if  all 
which  is  asked  for  is  voted  bv  the  City  Council, 
allowing  that  $178,000  will  be  received  from 
89,000  poll  taxes,  a  rate  of  $16.23  per  each  $1000  of 
property,  against  $12.50,  1879,  as  follows: 

Tota   estin  ated  tax  levy  for  1880 $10,40i  ,682 

Deduct  poll  taxes 178,000 

Leaving  the  estimated  amount  to  be  raised 
on  the  valuation  of  the  real  and  personal 
pjoperty  of  the  city.  1880 $10,222,682 

With  the  rate  of  $16.23  on  $630,000,00 .1,  we  have 
a  total  of  $10,224,900. 

This  estimated  rate  is  based  on  an  increase  of 
the  valuation  of  the  city  of  nearly  $17,000,000  over 
1879.  The  largest  rate  since  annexation  was  that 
of  1874,  based  on  a  valuation  of  $798,755,050.  The 
estimated  rate  for  this  year  of  $16.23  is  on  a  valu- 
ation of  $630,000,000. 

The  following  table  shows  the  rate  of  taxation 
for  each  $1000  of  property  for  the  past  six  years, 
and  the  valuation  of  the  city  on  which  it  was 
based,  viz.: 

Bate  tax 
Tear.  Valuation.  per  #loo0 

1874 $798,755,050.00  $15.60 

1875 793,961,895  00  13  70 

1876 748.996,210  00  12  70 

1877 686.840,586.00  13.10 

1878 630,446,866.49  12  80 

1879 613.322.691.00  12  50 


Below  and  on  pages  9,10,11  and 
comparative  tables  of  the  estim 
with  the  actual  appropriations  fo 
the  estimated  income  for  1880-81- 
that  estimated  for  1879-80: 

1879-80.    \%Zf^ 
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Advertising. 
Ar  c  hifcect s 

$1,200 

$1,200 

Dep'tm't.. 

10,000 

12,000 

$2,000 

Armories... 

20,000 

20,000 

Assess  ors' 

Dep'tra't. . 
Auditor's 

94,000 

95,000 

1,000 

Dep'tm't.. 

15,800 

16,500 

700 

Board    of 

Health,  viz.: 

Board      of 

Health... 

47,000 

59,000 

12,000 

Evergi  een 

Cemet'y. 

1,200 

1,500 

300 

Q  u  a  r  a  n  - 
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partm't. 

14,500 

14,600 

Public 

Baths... 

21,000 

20,000 

Bui  1  ding, 

Gallop's 
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5,000 

5,000 

Boston  Har- 

2,500 

3,000 

500 

Bridges,  viz.: 

Bridges 

55,000 

56,000 

1,000 
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65,000 

65,000 

We  s  t  e  rn- 
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Bridge... 

.'/.• 

9.000 

9,000 

Cedar  tirove 

Cemetery. 

5,000 

7,800 

2,800 

Chestnut 

Hill  Drive- 

3,000 
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1,500 

City  Debt... 

4-95,704 

593,655 

97,951 

CityHospit'l 

118,000 

129,500 

11,500 

1,000 
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50,000         10,000 


5,000 
5,000 


3,000 


15,000 


City     Regis- 
trar's   De- 
partment.. 9,500  10,350  S50 
Col]  ector's 

Departm't         40,000  48,000  8,000 

Comm'nand 
Public 
Sq'res.viz., 
Common  ifc 
Public 

Squares.  40,000 

Fencing  & 
Curbing.  ....  5.000 

Trees 5,000 

New  Sq're, 

Brighton  ....  15,000 

Orchard 

Park 20,000 

Contingent 

Funds 8,000  11,000 

Countv      of 

Suffolk...,       430.000       325,000 
Fast  Boston 

Ferries...        155,000       170,000 
Eastern  ave- 
nue wharf.  6,000 
Engineer's 

Departm'nt  25,000         26,000 

Fire  Depart- 
ment, viz., 

Fire  Dep't.       550,000 
Fire  al'ms         17,000 
Bells    and 
clocks..  1,000 

Health    De- 
partment.       320,000 
I  n  c  i  d  e  ntal 

expenses..         45,000 
Inspection  of 

buildings..         18,000 
Interest  and 

premium..    1,698,000 
Lamp       De- 
partment..      400,000 
Daw  depart- 
ment   19,200 

Markets 9,625 

Mount  Hope 
Cemetery...  14,000 
Sew     ferry- 
boat  "..          45,000 

New  school- 
housesisee 

Schools)...  

Old  claims..  2,000 

Overseers  of 

Poor 118,000 

ParkDepart- 

ment 5,000 

Paving    De- 
ment          650.000 

Police     De- 
partment.       825,000 
Police  Stat'n 

HouseNo.6  20,000 

Printing  and 

stationery.         23.000 
Public  build- 
ings         65,000 

Public  Institutions,  viz, : 
House    of 

Industry       165,000       164,500 
House     of 
Correc- 
tion   85,000 

~L  u  n  a  t  ic 

Hospital.  45,000 
Office    Ex- 
penses . .  8,000 
Pauper  Ex- 
penses...         90,000 
Steamer  J. 
P.    Brad- 
lee 14,000 

Marcella- 

st.Home.  25,000 

Almsh'se, 
Austin 
Farm....  12,000 

Almsh'se. 
Cha'sto'n 

District..  9,000 

Stone  eut'g 
Deer  and 
Rainsf  'd 

Islands  . .  10,000 

Brick    Ex- 
ten  sion. 
House  of 

Industry.        16,000 
New  Build- 
ing,   Ho. 
of    Cor- 
rection... .... 

Additional 
to  Mar- 
cella  -  st. 

Home....  7,800         7,800 

Public  Lands  4,000  4.500  500 

Pub.  Library      115,000         115,000 


20,000 


6.000 


582.250 
21,800 

32,250 
4,800 

1,100 

100 

.... 

340,000 

20,000 

85,000 

40,000 

.... 

20,750 

2,750 

1,624,000 

74,000 

413,000 

13,000 

22,140 
9,550 

2,940 

75 

15,000 

1,000 

45,000 

2,000 

117,900 

100 

5,000 

.,276,000 

626.000 

867,592 

42,592 

20,000 

31,400 

8.400 

76,800 

11,800 

86,000 

1,000 

45,000 

7.700 
105,500 

15.5C0 

14,500 

500 

28,200 

3,200 

17,500  5,500 


10,000 


20,000       20,000 


9,000 


16,000 


Public  Park, 

Back 

Bay,    viz.: 

Pub.  Park. 

Back 

Bay 

Covered 
Channel, 
S  t  o  n  v 
Bro<.k.".. 
Park  Nur'y 
Austin 
Farm.... 
Record 
Comm'rs. 
Registrat'n 
of  Voters 
and  Elec- 
tion   Ex- 
penses.... 
Reserved 

Fund 

Salaries 

Schools  and 
Seh  ool 
houses, 
viz. : 

School  In- 
struct'rs. 
School 
Expenses, 
School 
Com'tee.. 
Salaries 
of  Offic'rs, 
•   School 
Com'tee.. 
S  c  hool- 
houses, 
Pu  b  1  ie 
Build'gs. 
English 
High  and 
Latin 
Seh  ool 
Build'gs. 
Cram  mar 
s  c  h  o  o  1- 
lonse, 
Egleston 
square . . 
Prim  ary 
school- 
house, 
Sev.nth 
street.  .. 
Pri  mary 
school- 
house, 
Elmo  St.. 
Primary 
school- 
h  o  u  s  a, 
Ashmout 
station... 
Prince 
Sc  ii  o  ol- 
house.... 
Sealer   of 
weights  & 
measures  . 
Sewer     D  e- 
partment. . 
Sheds    and 
repairs, city 

stables * 

Sinkingfund 
commis- 
sioners.... 
Surveyor's 
Departm't 
Treasurer's 
Departm't 
West      Bos- 
ton      and 
other  brid- 
ges   

Widening 
.  and        ex- 
tending 
s  treets , 
etc..  viz.: 
Widening 
streets.... 
C  o  m  m  o  n  - 
wealth- 
aveuue  ex- 
tension... 40. 
Essex-street 
extension. 
Fulton  •  str'  t 
extension. 

1379-SO 

Estimated.  1SS0-81 

Dacrease 

Decrease 


120,000        270,000     150,000 


3.000 


125.000 
32,000 


2,000 
3,000 


150.000 
32,500 


110,000 
2,000 


1,500 


500 


1.055,000  1,000.000 


195,000   240,000 


50,000 


100,000   116,000 


7,000 


100,000 


800 
25,000 
22,700 


7,000 

800 
30.000 
23,400 


5h.00'J 
75.000 


55,000 


6,000 


35,000  68.000         33,000 


50.000         50,000 


r.ooo 


5,000 

5,000 

25,000 

25,000 

6,000 

3  CO 

.50,000 

50.000 

7.0C  0 


5,000 
700 


,000 


100.000       150,000       50,000 


1,000 


50.000 

75,000 

S9.133.4.'9 

1U.6J0.1S7 

1,885  733 

398.975 


The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  income 
for  1S79-S0,.  compared  with  that  for  1880-81,  with 
the  increase  and  decrease  in  each: 
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Estimated. 

Estimated 

In- 

De- 

.879-80. 

1880-81 

crease. 

crease. 

Armories 

89,500 

89,500 

Board  of  H'lth 

and  Quaran- 

12,000 

4,150 

87,850 

Bridges 

City  Hospital. 

1.500 

1,500 

7,500 

7,500 

Co  Hector's 

5,000 

5,000 

CorDoration 

Tax 

275.000 

285,000 

10,000 

County  of  Suf- 

folk  

75,000 

75,000 

East     Boston 

160,000 

170,000 

10,000 

6,200 

6,300 

100 

Fire    Depart- 

2,500 

2,500 

Health    De- 

nartment... 

29.000 

28,500 

500 

70,000 

80,000 

10,000 

400 

400 

Outstanding 

450,000 

400,000 

50,000 

Overseers    of 

the  r'oor . . . 

28,300 

18,500 

9,800 

Paving  De- 

partment. .. 

,20,000 

25,000 

5,000 

Police     De- 

partment... 

8,000 

14,350 

6,350 

25 

Puhlic    Iusti- 

25 

64,500 

67,200 

2,700 

Puhlic   Libra- 

2,500 
105,000 

2,600 
105,000 

19,000 

20,000 

1,000 

Sewer        De- 

paitment... 

25,000 

20,000 

5,000 

Unclaimed 

2,000 

2,000 

Sl,377,525gl,349,900 

845,550 

873,175 

Excess  of  Liq- 

uor License 

Revenue 

previous  Li- 

nancialyear 

140,000 

158.000 

18,000 

Excess  of  Ac- 

tual Income 

and     Taxes 

over       Esti- 

mated     In- 

come      and 

Taxes     pre- 

vious finan- 

cial year.... 

75,000 

75,000 

Unexpended 

balances   of 

appro  pria- 

tions  previ- 

ous     finan- 

cial year 

425,000 

100,000 

325,000 

Unexpended 

balauces.or- 

der  of    City 

CouncilFeb, 

18,   1879  ... 

185,000 

185,000 

1,682,900 

$138,550 

583,175 

1879-80.         1880-81. 

Approprations 89,133,429    810,620,187 

Estimated  income 2,127,625         1,682,900 

87,005,904      88.937,287 
Percentage  for  non-collections      280,236  357,491 

Amount  required  to  he  taxed, 
exclusive  of  State  tax 87,286,140 

Increase 82,008,638 


1,294,779 


Total  increase  of  estimated  appropria- 
tions for  1880-81 81,885,733.00 

Total  decrease  of  estimated  appropria- 
tions for  1880-81 398,975.00 

Net  increase  of  estimated  appropria- 
tions for  1880-81 81,486,758.00 


Income. 

Estimated  income  1879-80 82,127,625.00 

1880-81 1,682.900.00 

Decrease  of  income  1880-81 8444,625.00 


Percentage  of  Tares. 

4  per  cent,  on  amount  re- 
quired in  1880-81 { 

4  per  cent,  on  amount  re- 
quired in  1879-80 (87,005,904)       280,236.00 


1,937,287)     8357,491. 00 


Increase  in  1880-81., 


877,266.00 


Recapitulation. 
Net  increase  of  appropriations  1880-81.  gl,486,758.0O 

Net  decrease  in  income  in  1880-81 444,626  00 

Net  increase  ofjpercentage  in  1880-81 . .         77 ,266.00 


Increase  of  the  amount  to  be  taxed,  as 
stated  on  the  preceding  page 82,008,638.00 

The  accompanying   communications,   -which   I 
have  received  from  the  several  boards,  depart- 
ments, and  committees,  give  the  details  of  the 
appropriations  which  they  require. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
Alfred  T.  Turner, 

Auditor  of  Accounts. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Recommitment  to  the  Committee  on  Health  of 
its  report  in  favor  of  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Health  for  an  additional  appropriation  of  f5000. 
(City  Doc.  32.) 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  ask  if  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part 
of  the  Council  desire  to  have  the  recommittal  take 
place  ?  I  hope  some  member  of  the  committee 
will  explain  the  matter. 

Mr.  Pray  of  W  ard  5—1  think  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  the  recommittal. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  recommittal. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  a 
resolve  and  order  for  the  extension  of  Newbury 
street  from  Hereford  street  to  West  Chester  Park; 
adjudged  expense  $19,036.    Concurred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition 
of  J.  G.  Clapp  and  others  for  an  extra  night  police. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  abate  certain  taxes  on  estates,  viz., 
Of  A.  Burrill,  East  Third  street,  $28.82;  of  Patrick 
Mahoney,  Middlesex  street,  $27.51;  of  G.  T.  Boos, 
Shawmut  avenue,  $160.43.  Severally  passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  to  abate  the  nuisance  in  ard  adjoin- 
ing the  yard  of  Wall-street  School.  Passed  in. 
concurrence. 

Order  to  provide  window  glass  for  the  High 
and  Latin  School  Building,  by  contract  or  other- 
wise.   Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Petitions,  of  Emanuel  Downing,  to  be  compen- 
sated for  damages  to  his  estate  on  Princeton 
street,  in  the  erection  of  the  wall  of  the  school- 
house  there;  Horace  N.  Hatch,  to  be  compensated 
for  damages  to  his  horse  and  wagon  on  the  16th 
of  January,  1880,  by  reason  of  defect  in  Congress 
street;  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Demain,  to  be  paid  damages 
for  personal  injuries  received  by  a  fall  on 
Court  street,  February  6,  1880;  J.  M.  Smith, 
to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  a  horse  by  the 
Police  Department  in  1872;  Richard  Thomas,  to 
be  paid  tor  loss  of  a  horse  and  for  damages  to  his 
vehicle  on  account  of  the  unsafe  condition  of 
Washington  street  near  Green  street;  Edward 
Raleigh", to  be  compensated  for  injuries  caused  by 
the  insecure  condition  of  Tremont  row  at  corner 
of  Pemberton  square,  Feb.  11,  1880;  Maria  L.  Day, 
to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  caused 
by  insecure  condition  of  West  Springfield  street, 
Feb.  8,  1880;  James  H.  Wade,  to  be  reimbursed 
for  certain  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  1874  in 
fitting  up  the  armory  of  Company  R,  First  In- 
fantry. Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims.    Sent  up. 

Petition  of  D.  M.  B.  Thaxter  for  change  in  deed 
of  land  in  L  street,  South  Boston.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.    Sent  up. 

FIRST  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21,  the  rule 
was  suspended  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  election 
of  First  Assistant  Assessors. 

Committee— Messrs.  Bailey  of  Ward  4,  Coe  of 
Ward  23,  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of 
Ward  2,  Kendricken  of  Ward  20,  Sawyer  of  Ward 
24,  Bigelow  of  Ward  25,  Tucker  of  Ward  14. 

A  recess  of  ten  minutes  was  taken  to  allow  mem- 
bers to  prepare  ballots. 

The  committee  collected  the  ballots  and  the  roll 
was  called  to  ascertain  the  number  of  members 
present — 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Austin,  Bailey,  Barry, 
Bigelow,  Blakemore,  Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brint- 
nall,  Brown,  Child,  Christal,  H.  Clapp,  Coe, 
Cronin,Denney,  Devine,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty, 
J.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisher, 
Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Han- 
cock, Hart,  Healy,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Hosley,  How- 
ard, Kendricken,  iKidney,  Lane,  Lauten, 
Maguire,  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Morrison, 
Murphy,  Nason,  O'Dowd,  Parkman,  Perkins, 
Plimpton,  Pratt,   Pray,  Rogers,   H.  N.    Sawyer, 
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N.  Sawyer,  Shepard,  Sibley,  Sweeney,  Sr., 
Sweeney,  Jr.,  Swift,  Taylor,  Tucker,  Viles,  Ward, 
Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams, 
Wyman— 69. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Lovell,  Sweetser— 3. 

Tbe  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

♦James  J.  Barry 40 

♦Andrew  J.  Browne 50 

♦Jchn  Bryant 53 

Jo  hn   Carver 18 

*Michael  D.  Collins 49 

♦George  A.  Comins 50 

♦  Louis  Congdon 41 

John  C.  Cook        26 

♦William  H.  Cundy 61 

♦Joseph  L.  Drew 37 

♦William  W.  Dromey 56 

♦John  H    Duane 60 

Daniel  Dohertv 34 

♦William  J.  El  lis 56 

Frederick  H.  Field 14 

Richard  J.  Fennelley 2S 

♦Joseph  h.  Grose 48 

♦Charles  E.  Grant 53 

♦John  H.  Griggs 54 

♦John  H.  Giblin 63 

♦Artemas  K.  Holden 52 

Charles  B.  Hunting 34 

Walter  Harmon 12 

Samuel  B.  Krogman 33 

♦George  W.  Kingman 44 

♦Thomas  Leavitt 45 

♦  William  B.  Long 56 

♦Horace  Loring 53 

John  McElroy...- 32 

John  J.  Murphy 34 

Charles  Nowell 29 

♦  William  Parkman 48 

♦  George  S  Pendergast  62 

♦  flenrv  Perce 41 

♦  John'Pierce 36 

John  A   Sawyer 31 

George  A.  Shaw 26 

John  B.  Shea 29 

Patrick  F.  Shevlin 20 

♦William  B.  Smart 62 

♦Horace  Smith 46 

C.  J.  Spenceley 2T 

♦WilliHm  N.  Starrett 58 

D.  D   Tavlor 8 

♦Charles  E.  Temple 53 

♦Gideon  Walker 49 

♦George  Warren 35 

♦George  W.  Warren 42 

William  A.  Wheeler. 33 

♦Hiram  E.  Felch 38 

Hiram  Ames. 14 

John  Brown 18 

Frederic  H.  Viaux 17 

Richard  Fennelly 1 

T.  C.  Kennedy 1 

And  one  ballot  with  3  '  names  en  it  thrown  out. 

Those  marked  with  stars  were  declared  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Council,  and  a  second  ballot 
was  ordered  to  fill  one  vacancy. 

Committee— Messrs.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8, 
Ke  ndricken  of  Ward  20,  Tucker  of  Ward  14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wyman  a  recess  of  ten 
minutes  was  t  iken  to  prepare  ballots. 

The  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Wliole  number  of  votes 66 

Neeessaiy  for  a  choice...         34 

Samuel  B.  Krogman 38 

Daniel  Dohertv 13 

John  J.  Murphy 6 

John  McElroy 3 

Charles  B.  Hunting 2 

John  Carv^n 2 

Frederick  H.  Field 1 

Frederick  H.  Viaux 1 

Mr.  Krogman  was  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Council.    Sent  up.  ' 

Mr.  Lane  of  Ward  13 — If  in  order,  I  would  like 
to  inquire  how  it  happened  that  the  notice  which 
I  filed,  of  intention  to  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  accepting  the  report  nominating  First 
Assistant  Assessors,  is  omitted  from  the  pro- 
gramme th'S  evening. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  that  after 
the  notice  was  filed,  the  Clerk  sent  the  report  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  accordance  with  a  de- 
cision of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Lane — I  had  intended  to  give  some  reasons 
for  making  the  motion,  but  the  result  of  the  bal- 
lot this  evening  has  made  that  unnecessary.  I 
will  only  state,  however,  that  one  of  the  gentle- 
men nominated  (who  has  been  defeated)  is  under 
serious  charges,  which  are  on  file  in  the  Assessors' 
office.  But  as  he  has  been  defeated  it  will  be  un- 
necessary to  say  any  more. 

Mr.  Whitmore — In  regard  to  the  reason  of  the 
Clerk  for  sending  the  papers  to  the  other  branch, 


I  desire  to  state  that  after  the  notice  of  reconsid- 
eration was  given,  my  attention  was  called  to  the 
question  as  to  whether  such  a  motion  would  be  in 
order.  Of  course  it  not  being  the  duty  of  the 
clerk  to  decide  a  question  of  that  kind,  or,  in  fact, 
to  raise  one,  the  only  course  open  to  me,  in  the 
absence  of  the  President  of  the  Council, 
was  to  apply  to  the  City  Solicitor. 
Accordingly,  on  Friday  last  I  wrote  to 
the  City  Solicitor  stating  the  case,  and  obtained 
his  written  opinion.  Ac  my  request  he  transmit- 
ted it  to  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council,  inasmuch  as  it  contained  a  full  and  ex- 
plicit statement  of  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  send 
the  document  to  the  other  branch.  As  this  is 
properly  a  matter  which  should  be  entered  upon 
our  records,  1  beg  leave  to  submit  the  correspond- 
ence, which  I  hope  you  will  read  to  the  Council. 

The  President  read  the  following; 

City  Hall,  Boston.  Feb.  27, 1889. 

J.  P.  Healy,  Esq. :  Dear  Sir — By  ordinance,  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Assessors'  De- 
partment is  required  "in  the  month  of  January, 
or  as  soon  as  may  be  thereafter,"  "to  recommend 
to  the  City  Council  *  *  *  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons to  be  voted  for  as  First  Assistant  Assessors 
of  taxes,"  etc.  On  Feb.  19th  inst.,  the  said  com- 
mittee did  so  submit  a  list,  at  the  regular  meeting 
of  the  Common  Council,  which  list  was  led  by  the 
President.  Thereafter  a  motion  was  made*  and 
carried  that  the  report  be  accepted. 

Within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  Common  Council,  notice  was  given  to  the 
Clerk,  by  Mr.  Lane  of  Ward  13,  that  he  should,  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  accepting  said  report.  I 
desire,  therefore,  your  opinion  on  the  following 
points: 

First — Was  the  vote  to  accept  the  vote  to  accept 
the  report  necessary  or  effective? 

Second — If  necessary,  can  it  be  the  subject  of 
a  reconsideration  ? 

Third— In    either    case,  can    the  notice  of    re- 
consideration   prevent    the    transmission   of  the 
list  of  nominees   from    the  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  oi  Aldermen  ? 
I  remain,  yours  very  respectfully, 

William  H.  Whitmore, 
Chairman  Judiciary  Com.  of  Common  Council. 

ANSWER. 

1.  In  my  opinion  the  vote  accepting  the  report 
was  unnecessary,  and  can  have  no  practical  ef- 
fect in  any  way.  The  committee  discharged  a 
duty  imposed  upon  them  by  ordinance  and  not  by 
an  order  of  the  City  Council,  and  therefore  the 
City  Council  have  not  the  power  to  control  or 
direct  the  committee  in  the  discharge  of  that 
duty. 

2.  The  vote  accepting  the  report  being  nuga- 
tory, a  vote  reconsidering  the  acceptance  would 
be  equally  nugatory. 

3.  The"Board  of  Aldermen  are  entitled  to  the 
report,  and  no  action  of  the  Common  Council  can 
rightfully  withhold  it  from  them.  I  think  the 
clerk  of  the  Common  Council  should  transmit  it 
to  them,  as  he  would  it  notice  of  a  motion  for  re- 
consideration had  not  been  given  to  him.. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor. 

February  27,  1880. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — I  would  inquire  for  in- 
formation if  there  is  any  standing  rule  of  the 
Council  referring  motions  to  reconsider  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  I  notice,  by  the  wording 
of  the  paper,  that  this  subject  has  been  before 
that  committee,  and  I  would  like  to  know  if  there 
is  any  usage  or  rule  which  practically  refers  such 
matters  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  President— There  its  no  such  rule  or  usage, 
so  far  as  the  knowledge  of  the  Chair  extends. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN — Con- 
tinued. 

Non-concurrence  in  the  amendment  made  by 
the  Council  to  the  order  concerning  notices  of 
committee  meetings  to  be  placed  in  the  Alder- 
men's room  and  in  the  lobby.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Healy  of  Ward  10  the  subject  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders  for  their 
consideration.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  orders  for  a  transfer  of  $26,167 
from  the  Reserved  Fund  and  $6833  from  the  appro- 
priation for  County  of  Suffolk,  severally  to  the 
appropriation  for  Widening  Streets— and  author- 
izing the  Auditor  to  make  other  necessary  trans- 
fers to  close  the  business  of  the  financial  year. 
Orders  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  63,  nays  0. 
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Certificate  of  the  election  of  Robert  W. 
Hall  as  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands,  in  place 
of  Charles  S.  Perliam,  cbosen  by  this  Council. 

An  election  was  ordered.  Committee— Messrs. 
Brown  of  Ward  23,  Doherty  of  Ward  2,  Brinibe- 
com  of  Ward  18. 

Whole  number  of  votes 64 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

Charles  S   Perliam 36 

Robert    W.   Hall 15 

George  E.  Learnard 13 

Mr.  Perham  was  elected  in  non-concarrence. 
Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  have  the  offices  in  City  Hall  num- 
bered.   Passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  adopting 
an  ordinance  to  provide  that  the  percentage  of 
the  annual  tax  charged  to  school  expenses  shall 
be  specified  on  the  tax  bills.  Passed.  A  motion 
to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Wbitmore,  was  lost.  Sent 
up. 

NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Ou  motion  ©f  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8.30  o'clock, 
viz.: 

Report  on  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  in  the  matter  of  building  a  Court 
House.    (City  Doc.  31.) 

The  report  was  accepted. 

PROTECTION  FROM  FIRE. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor  s  Office,  City  Hall,  1 
Boston,  March  4,  1880.  ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council — I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  petition  and 
plan  of  Edward  Atkinson  and  others  for  the  pro- 
tection of  high  buildings  from  the  dangers  of 
fire.  Considering  this  a  subject  of  much  impor- 
tance to  the  city  of  Boston,  I  commend  it  to  your 
careful  consideration. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 
The  plan  is  accompanied  by   petitions    in    favor 
of  its  trial  from   the  leading  Are  insurance  com- 
panies, is  follows: 

Shoe  &  Leather  Insurance  Company,  John  C.  Ab- 
bott, President. 
North  American  Insurance  Company,  Albert  Bow- 

ker. 
Phoenix  Insurance  Company,  S.  A.  Faunce,  Mana- 
ger. 
Dwelling  House  Insurance  Company,  Arthur  Wil- 
liam Hobart,  President. 
Faneuil  Hall  Insurance  Company,  H.  D.  Bradbury, 

Secretary. 
Alliance  Insurance  Company,  George  H.  Long. 
Traders'  Insurance  Company,  Denny  &  Bruerton, 

Agents. 
Shawmut  Insurance  Company,  Willia-n  S.  Denny, 

President. 
Merchants'   and  Scottish  Insurance    Companies, 

Wass  &  Everett,  Agents. 
Metropole  Insurance    Company,  John    C.   Paige, 

Manager. 
Eliot  Insurance  Company,  George  A.  Curtis,  Presi- 
dent; Greenleaf  C.  George,  Secretary. 
Revere    Insurance    Company,    John    W.  Belcher, 

Secretary. 
Niagara   and  Hamburg-Bremen    Fire    Insurance 

Companies,  N.  Foster,  Jr.,  Agent. 
Manufacturers'  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Compa- 
ny, James  Goodrich,  Secretary. 
Franklin  Insurance  Company  of  Boston,  Edmund 

B.  Whiting,  President. 
Hartford  Insurance    Company,    Hovey  &  Fenno, 

Agents. 
North  American  Exchange   Insurance  Company, 

H.  B.  Clapp  &  Co.,  Agents. 
Washington  Fire  &  Marine   Insurance   Company, 

Frank  E.  Sweetser. 
Prescott  Insurance  Cjinpany,   Franklin    Greene, 

President. 
Boston    M.    Mutual    Fire     Insurance     Company, 
Edward    Atkinson,  President;  William  B.  Whit- 
ing, Secretary. 
Arkwriglit   M.Fire   Insurance  Company,    Waldo 
Higginson,  President;  E.  H.  Sprague,  Secretary. 
Mill  owners'  M.  Fire  Insurance  Company,  William 

H   Kent,  President;  F.  S.  Cabot,  Secretary. 
F.   vl.  Weld,  Silas  Peirce  &  Co., 

George  Dexter,  Asa  P.  Potter, 

Howard  Stockton,  Hosmer,  Codding  &  Co., 

C.  H.  Joy,  Daniel  Salisbury, 

Frederick  Amory,  L.  B.  Warrington, 

Charles  E.  Whiting,  John  Cummings, 

Ezra  Farnsworth,  R.  Stuart  Chase, 

John  Chase,  Charles  Choate, 


William  Amory,  Jr., 
P.  F.  Jackson, 

B.  Phipps, 
Francis  Cabot, 

C.  F.  Fairbanks, 
John  C.  Palfrey, 


Alpheus  Hardy, 
A.  S.  White, 
Avery  Plumer, 
James  L.  Little, 
H.  P.  Kidder, 
John  Jeffries, 


Eugene  H.  Sampson,         E.  E.  Patridge, 
Lee  &  Shepard,  F.  L.  Richardson, 

Parker,  Wilder  &  Co.,       Samuel  Sleeper, 
Luce  &  Manning,  Samuel  Sawyer, 

Chamberlain  Bros. &  Co.,  Charles  Mertimon, 
A.  M.  Howland  &  Co.,       R.  E.  Demiuon, 
Field,  Thayer  &  Co.,         Cumner,  Jones  &  Co., 
Hutchinson,    Littlefield  Jacob  Sleeper. 

&  Hoag, 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 
Sent  up. 

water  works. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  presented  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Boston  Water  Board  requesting 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $6000  for  the  Mys- 
tic and  Cochituate  departments  respectively. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  raised  the  point  that 
under  the  sixteenth  joint  rule  the  report  should 
be  submitted  in  print,  with  details  of  the  expendi- 
tures. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  communication 
came  within  the  rule. 

The  paper  was  returned  to  Mr.  Greenough  to 
be  returned  to  the  Water  Board,  to  be  submitted 
in  print  with  details  of  the  expenditures. 

PUBLIC     INSTRUCTION. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public   Instruction: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  request  of 
School  Committee  that  Mrs.  Pauline  A.  Shaw  be 
permitted  to  have  the  primary  schoolhouse  in 
Cottage  piace  repaired  at  her  expense  and  to  use 
the  same  as  a  kindergarten  school.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

Report  on  communication  from  School  Commit- 
tee, recommending  the  passage  of  an  order — That 
the  building  known  as  the  Milldam  Primary 
School house~be  and  the  same  is  hereby  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Order  passed.    Sent  up. 

LEGISLATIVE    MATTERS. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  sixth  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
(City  Doc.  37.)    Sent  up. 

BROADWAY    EXTENSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  the  Council 
took  from  the  table  the  report  of  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  means  for  an 
appropriation  of  $400,000  for  an  extension  of 
Broadway  from  Albany  to  Washington  street. 

Mr  Pratt  moved  to  amend  the  reference  by 
adding,  "with  the  request  that  they  consider  the 
expediency  of  meeting  the  expense  of  the  exten- 
sion by  adding  an  amount  to  the  appropriations 
for  the  year,  and  that  they  report  the  whole 
amount  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  to  the  Audit- 
or's estimates  for  the  expenses  of  extending 
streets  in  order  to  carry  on  the  work  of  extending 
Broadway  during  the  present  financial  year." 

The  President  requested  Mr.  Pratt  to  submit  his 
amendment  in  writing. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  moved  to  assign  to  the 
next  meeting  at  8.30  o'clock. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  fear  that  my  unstudied  way  of 
offering  the  amendment  has  given  the  Chair  the 
impression  that  it  i-i  more  difficult  to  put  than  it 
really  is.  It  may  be  inexpedient  to  postpone  the 
matter  until  the  next  meeting,  although  I  am  not 
particularly  opposed  to  it.  The  idea  I  had  was 
simply  to  bring  before  the  Finance  Committee  the 
question  whether  it  will  not  be  more  expedient  to 
raise  such  an  amount  by  taxation  this  year  as 
will  be  necessary  this  year,  in  addition 
to  the  $80,000  now  in  hand.  We  have  in 
the  Auditor's  estimates,  estimates  for  widening 
streets,  $150,000;  for  Essex-street  extension, $50,000: 
Fulton-street  extension,  $75,000,  for  the  financial 
year  to  come.  My  idea  is  that  with  the  $8000  al- 
ready appropriated  for  this  extension,  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  raise  a  larger  sum  than  perhaps 
$150,000.  If  not  more  than  that  will  be  required 
during  the  year,  it  will  be  greater  wisdom  to  in- 
clude that  in  the  estimates,  and  raise  it  by  taxa- 
tion, and  not  negotiate  a  loan  for  the  extension 
of  Broadway.  Then  another  sum,  perhaps  the  re- 
mainder, can  be  assessed  next  year.  I  would  like 
to  have  that  question  brought  before  the  Finance 
Committee  so  that  they  may  report  in  time 
for  us  to  add  the  sum,  if  they  deem 
ft  expedient,  to  the  estimates.    My  amendment' 
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is  simply  to  modify  the  motion  as  it  stands.which 
now  reads  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee with  instructions  to  provide  the  means. 

Mr.  Bailey  withdrew  the  motion  to  assign. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  asked  if  this  is  really  essential,  and 
whether  the  Finance  Committee  would  not  con- 
sider it  without  the  amendment. 

The  President  said  any  member  had  a  right  to 
offer  an  amendment.  The  committee  cau  report 
that  way  or  for  a  loan. 

Mr.  Coe  thought  the  amendment  proper.  If  no 
other  instructions  were  given  than  to  provide  the 
means,  they  would  probably  report  an  order  for 
a  loan. 

Mr.  Healy  thought  an  accurate  estimate  of  the 
cost  should  be  submitted.  Since  this  was  made 
material  had  risen  in  value. 

Mr.  Fratt  submitted  his  amendment  in  writing, 
as  follows: 

For  "to  provide  the  means,"  substitute,  "Be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  what  sum  will  be 
required  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $80,000  already 
appropriated  for  carrying  on  this  work  during  the 
coming  financial  year,  and  also  the  expediency  of 
adding  such  sum  to  the  estimates  for  appropria- 
tions for  the  next  financial  yeat." 

Mr.  Pratt's  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the 
subject  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee 
with  the  instructions  therein  contained.  Sent 
up. 

NEW  MAIN  FROM  CHESTNUT  HILL  RESERVOIR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9,  the 
Council  took  from  the  table  the  report  with  ref- 
erence to  Finance  Committee  to  provide  the 
means  for  laying  a  main  from  Cheour.it  Hill 
Reservoir  to  the  city  proper. 

Mr.  Greenough  called  attention  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject,  and  said  no  new  pipes  had 
been  laid  from  the  reservoir  for  twenty  years,. 
and  the  City  Engineer  had  fears  for  the  safety  of 
one  now  in  use.  At  the  next  meeting  he  would 
present  all  the  facts  desired. 

The  subject  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
at  8.30  P.  M. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

Mr.  Dudley  of  Ward  4  offered  an  order — That  a 
committee  of  three  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join,  be  appointed  to  make  suitable  arrangements 
for  the  ce.ebration  of  the  Seventeenth  of  June, 
1880,  in  the  Charlestown  District,  and  that  the 
said  committee  be  authorized  to  expend  for  that 
purpose  the  income    of  the  Foss    and   Babcock 


funds,  and  an  additional  sum  of  $1000;  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Ex- 
penses.   Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

AMBULANCE  FOR  FIRES. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order — That 
the  Board  ot  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
provide  an  ambulance  for  the  removal  of  parties 
injured  at  fires,  the  same  to  be  in  charge  of  a 
physician  appointed  by  said  board,  who  shall  re- 
ceive such  compensation  as  the  City  Council  may 
determine.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment.   Sent  up. 

SCHOOL    EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  consider  the  propriety  of  printing  as 
a,  public  document  the  argument  of  J.  L.  Stack- 
pole,  Esq.,  before  the  Legislative  Committee  on 
Education. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  offered  the  order  because 
hut  a  few  copies  of  the  argument  had  been  print- 
ed, and  it  was  worthy  of  preservation  on  the  city 
files  for  future  reference. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

NUISANCES  TO    BE  ABATED. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  abate  a  nui- 
sance existing:  at  low  water  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Federal-street  Bridge,  adjoining  the  estate  occu- 
pied by  Eugene  Geary.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Health.     Sent  up. 

Mr.  Sweeney  Jr^  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order — 
That  the  Board  of  Health  be  instructed  to  abate  a 
nuisance  caused  by  condition  of  vacant  lands  in 
East  Boston,  situated  on  Havre  and  Paris  streets, 
between  Decatur  and  Marion  streets,  the  same 
being  in  such  condition  as  to  greatly  injure  the 
public  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  district. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Health.    Sent  up. 

TAX  TO  BE  ABATED. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order- 
That  the  tax  assessed  in  1878  upon  estate  num- 
bered 796  Albany  street,  amounting  to  $302.08, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated;  the  said  estate 
having  been  taken  for  the  abatement  of  the  Rox- 
bury  Canal  nuisance  and  the  taxes  assumed  by 
the  city  in  the  settlement  with  the  owner  thereof. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  on  motion  ot 
Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of 
Ward  9. 
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Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Three  grand  and  rive  petit  jurors  were  drawn 
for  the  March  term  of  the  United  States  District 
Court. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Freeman  D. 
Ellis  et  al.,  that  South  Cedar-street  place,  off  Win- 
chester street,  be  lighted;  Henry  M.  Wild  et  al., 
that  a  lamp  be  placed  near  engine  house  on  Har- 
vard avenue,  Ward  25;  Joseph  Doer  et  al.,  that 
the  volume  of  light  in  the  street  lamps  be  in- 
creased. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. Accounts  of  Michael  Norton,  late  treas- 
urer of  the  town  of  Brighton;  together  with  bill 
for  services  rendered,  amounting  to  $3000. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  erect  wooden  building  on  Washington 
street,  near  Euclid  street;  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road Company,  to  erect  wooden  building  on 
Grand  Junction  wharf.  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
P  and  East  First  streets,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  to 
occupy  new  brick  stable  for  150  horses,  on  corner 
of  P  and  Second  streets,  Ward  14;  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  to  occupy  new  wood  and  brick 
stable  for  100  horses,  on  Washington  street,  near 
Norfolk  street,  Ward  24;  E.  Presinger,  new 
wooden  stable,  1  horse,  170  Cabot  street,  Ward  19; 
James  Jessop,  new  wooden,  3  horses,  Bowdoin 
street,  near  Colony  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Barzillai  Paine,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken, 
and  damages  caused  to  his  estates  on  Adams- 
street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Edwin  T. 
Morse,  for  leave  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  in 
front  of  building  No.  95  Chelsea  street,  Charles- 
town;  A.  H.  Allen,  for  leave  to  project  a  lettered 
lantern  in  front  of  Thorndike  Hall,  560y2  Main 
street,  Charl^stown  District. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  H.  H.  Johnson 
et  al.,  for  a,  sewer  in  Linden  street,  between  Ad- 
ams and  Commercial  streets,  Ward  24;  Cornelia 
V.  Parker  et  al.,  notice  of  an  appeal  from  assess- 
ment for  a  sewer  at  375-377  Washington  street; 
Edward  I.  Browne,  trustee,  notice  of  appeal  from 
assessment  on  estate  407-409  Washington  street, 
for  construction  of  a  sewer;  Samuel  Weld  et  al.r 
for  a  sewer  in  Sunderland  street,  Ward  21;  O.  F. 
Adams  et  al.,  that  the  Myrtle-street  sewer,  in 
Ward  23,  be  extended;  notice  of  John  C.  Pratt  et 
al.,  of  intention  to  appeal  from  the  assessment 
for    the    sewer    in    Pond     and    Centre   streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Jesse  Holbrook, 
that  sidewalks  be  aid  on  Woodbine  street;  Ben- 
jamin F.  Stacy  et  al.,  for  a  crosswalk  irom  Moul- 
ton  street  to  Bunker  Hill  street;  Lucius  K.  Marsh 
e£al.,that  Huntington  avenue,  from  the  Albany 
Bridge  to  West  Chester  park,  be  put  in  suitable- 
condition  to  be  used  as  a  trotting  ground;  Joseph 
B.  Braman  et  al.,  for  a  crosswalk  across  Market 
street;  Ellen  E.  Creed,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk 
assessment  against  the  estate  of  Michael  Creed, 
194  West  Ninth  street,  South  Boston;  B.  F.  Bean, 
for  brick  sidewalk  at  12  Langdon  street,  and  for 
edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  at  23  and  25  Clar- 
ence street,  and  22  and  24  Langdon  street;  J.  H. 
Swett,  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  at  75 
West  Cottage  street;  Philip  Sowdon,  Jr.,  for  leave 
to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  South  Boston;  Maria 
Dove,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for  edge- 
stones on  Quincy  street,  Roxbury;  Michael 
Freeman,  Jr.,  to  be  compensated  for  grade 
damages  to  his  estate  on  Highland  Park 
street;  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company, 
for  a  relocation  of  its  tracks  on  Commercial 
street,  between  Atlantic  avenue  and  Causeway 
street,  to  conform  to  the  new  line  of  said  street, 
and  for  location  for  an  additional  track  in  said 
street;  First  Freewill  Baptist  Church,  for  flagging 
crosswalk  across  Somerset  street  at  Pemberton 


square:  Catherine  Falvev,  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment,  179  West  Ninth  street,  South 
Boston;  Albert  Fellner,  to  be  compensated  for 
alleged  trespass  upon  his  premises  on  Myrtle 
street,  Dorchester,  by  agents  of  the  city;  Thomas 
D.  Quincy  et  al. ,  that  Olney  street  and  Geneva 
avenue  be  put  in  order,  and  that  sidewalks 
be  laid;  Ellen  Long,  for  abatement  of  a 
sidewalk  assessment  on  Dartmouth  street; 
Metropoltan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay 
double  tracks  on  West  Chester  park  and  on  Bea- 
con street  to  the  Brookline  line;  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay  down  tracks 
on  P  street,  from  Fourth  to  First  street,  etc.; 
Silas  E.  Jones  et  al.,  that  a  crosswalk  be  laid  at 
•orner  of  Eustis  and  Prescott  streets:  Smith  & 
Nevins,  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  of 
this  city;  C.  J.  F.  Binney  et  al.,  for  a  plank  walk 
on  Francis  street,  from  Tremont  street  to  Brook- 
line  avenue;  Henry  A.  Barling,  tr.,  et  al  ,  for  side- 
walks ir  Howland  street,  and  that  said  street 
be  graded  as  tar  as  laid  out;  Timothy  Allen,  to 
move  wooden  building  from  Hampshire  street  to 
Vernon  street;  W.  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  wooden 
building  from  Washington  street  to  Parkman 
street,  Ward  24;  Telephone  Despatch  Company, 
for  leave  to  set  posts  in  certain  streets  in  Charles- 
town. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Downes  & 
Barron,  to  be  compensated  for  damage  to  mer- 
chandise caused  by  a  defect  in  Central  street. 

FIRST  ASSISTANT    ASSSESSORS. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  following-named 
persons  as  First  Assistant  Assessors: 
James  J.  Barry,  George  W.  Kingman, 

Andrew  J.  Browne,  Samuel  B.  Krogman, 

John  Bryant,  Thomas  Leavittt, 

Michael  D.  Collins,  William  B.  Long, 

George  A.  Comins,  Horace  Loring, 

Louis  Congdon,  William  Parkman, 

William  H  Cundy,  George  S.  1  endergast, 

Joseph  L.  Drew,  Herry  Pierce, 

William  W.  Dromey,        John  Pierce, 
John  H.  Duane,  William  B.  Smart, 

William  J.  Ellis,  Horace  Smith, 

Hiram  E.  Felch,  William  N.  Starrett, 

Charles  E.  Grant,  Charles  E.  Temple, 

John  H.  Griggs,  George  Warren, 

John  H.  Giblin,  George  W.  Warren, 

Joseph  R.  Grose,  Gideon  Walker. 

Artemas  R.  Holden. 

Alderman  Viles— I  am  requested  by  Mr.  John 
Carven,  who  has  been  a  Second  Assistant  Assessor 
for  the  past  three  years  with  credit  to  himself 
and  the  city,  and  who  has  been  nominated  by  the 
committee  for  First  Assistant,  to  withdraw  his 
name,  as  he  is  no  longer  a  candidate. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  a  recess  of  a  few 
minutes  was  taken  to  give  members  an  opportu- 
nity to  prepare  their  ballots. 

After  the  recess  the  Board  proceeded  to  ballot. 
Committee  —  Aldermen  Breck,  Flynn,  Tucker, 
Walbiidge. 

A  recess  was  taken,  on    motion  of  Alderman 
Woolley,  while  the  committee  were  out. 
First  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 10 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

James  J.Barry 4 

♦Andrew  J.  Browne 9 

John   Bryant 6 

♦Michael  D.  Collins 7 

•George  A.  Comins 7 

•Louis  Congdon 8 

•William  H.  Cundy 10- 

•Joseph  L.  Drew 7 

William    W.  Dromey 6 

♦John  H.  Duane 9 

♦William  J.  Ellis 7 

♦Hiram  E.  Felch 7 

♦John  H.  Giblin 10 

♦Charles  E.  Grant ...  9 

John    H.Griggs 6 

♦Joseph  K.  Grose 9 

♦Artemas  R.  Holden 10 

George    W.  Kingman 5 

Samuel  B.  Krogman & 

♦Thomas  Leavitt 8 

•William  B.  Long 9 

♦Horace  Loring 8 

William   Parkman 6 

•  Oeorge  S.  Pendergast  10 

•Henry  Pierce 7 

*  John  Pierce 8 

•William  B.  Smart 9 

•Horace  Smith 9 

•William  N.  Starrett 10 

•Charles  E.  Temple 8 

•txideon  Walker 7 

Qeorge  Warren 6 

•George  W.Warren T 8 

John  A,  Sawyer 3 
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♦Charles  B.  Hunting 9 

♦Charles  Nowell 7 

♦George  A.  Shaw 9 

♦William  A.Wheeler 8 

Daniel  Doherty 5 

♦Richard  J.  Fennelley 8 

John  McElroy 4 

John  J.  Murphy 5 

John  C.  Cook      4 

John  B.  Shea 3 

Walter  Harmon 3 

P.  F.  Shevlin 2 

C.  J.  Spenceley 2 

G.  H.  Kingman 1 

Frederick  H.  Viaux 1 

There  were  two  ballots  with  tuirty-four  names 
each  on  them,  which  were  thrown  out. 

It  appeared  also  that  thirty-six  persons  had 
the  requisite  number  of  vote's  (six),  and  those 
having  six  ballots  only  were  not  declared  elected. 
Messrs.  Andrew  J.  Bownt,  Michael  D.  Collins, 
George  A.  Comins,  Louis  Congdon,  William  H. 
Cundy,  Joseph  L.  Drew,  John  H.  Duane,  William 
J.  Ellis,  Hiram  B.  Felch,  Charles  E.  Grant,  John 
H.  Giblin,  Joseph  R.  Grose,  Artemas  R.  Holden, 
Thomas  Leavitt,  William  B.  Long,  Horace  Loriug, 
George  S.  Pendergast,  Henry  Pierce,  John  Pierce, 
William  B.  Smart,  Horace  Smith,  William  N. 
Starrett,  Charles  E.  Temple,  George  W.  Warren, 
Gideon  Walker  were  elected  in  concurrence,  and 
Charles  Nowell,  George  A.  Shaw,  William  A. 
Wheeler,  Richard  J.  Fennelly,  Charles  B.  Hunting 
were  elected  in  non-concurrence— electing  thirty 
out  of  thirty-three. 

Second  ballot  to  fill  three  vacancies. 

Wholenumber  of  votes 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

James  J.  Barry  had 5 

Wilaam  W.  Dromey 1 

John  H.  Griggs 3 

George  W.  Kingman 1 

William  Pa  rkman 6 

George  Warren 6 

Will'am  Dromey 1 

Daniel  Doherty 4 

John  J.  Murphy .4 

John  McElroy 1 

John  J.  Barry 1    [fi 

One  ballot  had  four  names  on  it,  and  was  thrown 
out. 

Messrs.  Parkman  and  George  Warren  were 
elected  in  concurrence. 

Third  Ballot  to  Fill  One  Vacancy. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

James  J.  Barry  had 7 

William  W.  Dromey 1 

John  J.  Murphy 1 

Samuel  B.  Krogman 3 

Mr.  James  J.  Barry  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

The  Result. 
The  Board  concurred  with  the  other  branch  in 
the  election  of  all  hut  John  Bryant,  W.  W.  Dro- 
mey, John  H.  Griggs,  George  W.  Kingman,  Sam- 
uel B.  Krogman,  in  whose  places  the  Board  elect- 
ed George  A.  Shaw,  R.  J.  Fennelley,  Charles  B. 
Hunting,  Charles  Nowell  and  William  A.Wheeler. 
Sent  down. 

MISCELLANEOUS       PAPERS      FROM     THE     COMMON 
COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Auditor's  estimates  for  the  financial  year  1880-81 
(City  Doc.  34)  came  up  referred  to  Committee  on 
Finance  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join.  Concurred,  and  Aldermen  Viles,  Bell, 
Flynn,  Caton,  Whitten  were  joined  to  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  order  requiring  notices  of  committee  meet- 
ings to  be  posted  up,  etc.,  came  up  referred  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Rules  and  orders.  Con- 
curred. 

An  order  proposing  the  abatement  of  anuisance 
at  low  water  on  the  east  side  of  Federal-street 
Bridge  came  up  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Health.    Concurred. 

An  order  proposing  the  abatement  of  anuisance 
on  Havre  and  Paris  streets  came  up  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Health.    Concurred. 

An  order  proposing  the  abatement  of  a  certain 
tax  of  1878  ($302.08)  upon  a  Roxbury  Canal  estate 
taken  by  the  city,  came  up  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.    Concurred. 

A  message  from  the  Mayor,  transmitting  peti- 
tions in  favor  of  placing  a  mechanical  apparatus 
on  roofs  of  buildings  so  that  they  can  be  easily 
flooded  with  water  in  cases  of  fire,  came  up  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 
Concurred. 

Sixth  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters,  City  Doc.  37.    Placed  on  file. 


An  order  proposing  that  fire  department  am- 
bulances be  provided  for  use  of  firemen  disabled 
at  fires  came  up  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department.    Concurred. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  re- 
questing the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide 
the  means  (§400,000)  for  the  extension  of  Broad- 
way to  Washington  street,  came  up  amended  so 
that  said  committee  shall  report  "what  amount 
will  be  needed,  in  addition  to  the  $80,000  already 
provided,  to  carry  on  the  T7ork  in  the  next  finan- 
cial year,  and  also  the  expediency  of  including 
this  amount  in  the  estimates  for  said  year."  Con- 
curred. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
granting  the  request  of  Mrs.  Pauline  A.  Shaw  for 
leave  to  use  the  Cottage-place  Schoolhouse  for 
the  accommodation  of  a  kindergarten  school. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  place  the  Milldam  School- 
house  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  printing  the  argument 
of  J.  L.  Stackpoie  on  subject  of  the  functions  of 
School  Committee.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  have  the  offices  in  City  Hall  numbered. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  adopting 
an  ordinance  to  provide  that  the  percentage  of 
the  annual  tax  charged  to  school  expenses  shall 
be  specified  on  the  tax  bills.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

SUPERINTENDENT    OF    PUBLIC   LA.NDS. 

A  certificate  came  up  of  the  election  of  Charles 
S.  Perham  as  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands,  in 
place  of  R.  W.  Hall,  elected  by  this  Board.  On 
motion  of  Alderman  Caton,  the'  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot.    Committee — Aldermen  Caton,  Bell. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Robert"  W.  Hall 8 

Charles  S.  Perham 3 

George  E.  Learned 1. 

Mr.  Hall  was  elected  in  non-concurrence.  Sent 
down. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Public  Weighers— Adam  H  Gibby,  Timothv  G. 
Donahoe,  F.  A.  Wellington,  James  N.  Spear,  Joel 
W.  Bent,  William  Peters,  Henry  M.  Ha\nes.  Fred- 
erick W.  Chamberlin,  William  H.  Cary,  George  H. 
Whitcoinb,  Converse  M.  PettinglU.  William  A. 
Roundy,  Timothy  J.  Good,  Dennis  Crowley.  James 
F.  Cook,  Edward  F.  Reilly,  O.  B.  Pettingill,  Reu- 
ben A.  Burnham,  Edwin  Y.  Brown,  William  L. 
Smith,  Joseph  P.  Hall,  Patrick  Dunn,  Charles  A. 
Abbott,  Horatio  Davis,  John  E.  Lynch,  Michael 
C.  Flusk,  Patrick  Hart,  Thomas  H.  Daly,  George 
R.  Dodge,  William  R.  Reeves.     Confirmed. 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark— Robert  Hale, 
William  Seaver,  J.  B.  L.  Bartlett,  Randall  G. 
Morse,  Alfred  A.  Hall,  Frederic  C.  O'Brien,  Sam- 
uel Hosea,Jr.,  Morton  Alden,  Alfred  P.  Green, 
Joseph  Pillslviry,  William  G.  Starrett,  Salina  Ran- 
dall, William  T.  Osborn,  Thomas  J.  Eliott,  El- 
bridge  Walcott,  Samuel  L.  Tuttle,  John  W.  Wig- 
gin,  Frederick  Seaver,  George  A.  Newhall.  Con- 
firmed. 

Measurer  of  Grain  —  George  P.  Ray.    Confirmed. 

Inspectors  and  Weighers  of  Bundle  Hay— Israel 
N.  Barnes,  Samuel  B.  Livermore,  Jasper  H.  Ea- 
ton, Morton  Alden,  James  T.  Dalrymple,  William 
Lincoln,  William  P.  Boardman,  John  A.  Dyer, 
Jairus  L  Litchfield,  Edwin  V.  Brown,  Charles  E. 
Avery,  John  J.  Hogan,  Thomas  B.  Gammon,  Ho- 
ratio E.  Frohock.     Confirmed. 

Commissioner  on  West  Boston  and  Craigie's 
Bridges— Frederic  W.  Lincoln.    Confirmed. 

Inspectors  of  Petroleum  and  Coal  Oils — Robert 
F.  Means,  Joshua  Cleaves,  N.  Porter  Cleaves, 
Thomas  Flynn.     Confirmed. 

Surveyors  of  Marble,  Soapstone  and  Freestone 
—William  B.  Bayley,  William  H.  Cary,  Daniel  Hig- 
gins.    Confirmed. 

Record  Commissioners  (for  five  years)— William 
H.  Whitmore,  William  S.  Appleton.  Confirmed. 
Sent  down. 

Police  Commissioner  (for  three  years)— Thomas 
J.  Gargan.  Laid  on  the  table  for  one  week  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Thorndike 

Member  of  B  >ard  of  Health  (for  three  years) — 
James  M.  Keith.    Confirmed.    Sent  down. 

AUDITOR'S   EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  Exhibit  for  March  1  was  received. 

Sent  down. 

Total   appropriations,  loans    and   reve- 
nues  ;   glG,700,628.6C 
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Expended 14,264,482.46 

§2,435,548.10 


Balance. 


PETITION   FOB  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Highland  Street 
Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  engine,  etc.,  at  824  Shawmut  avenue,  and 
an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  there- 
on on  Monday,  March  29,  at  4  P.  M. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Patrick  Travers,  constable,  being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  Police  Commission- 
ers for  February  was  received.    Sent  down. 

PROPOSED   POLICE  STATION  ON  BACK  BAT. 

The  following  was  received: 

Police  Commissioners'  Office,  ) 
Boston,  March  4,  1880.      1 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council — 
The  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  are  of  the 
opinion  that  Police  Division  No.  8  should  be- 
abolished  and  a  new  division  formed  out  of  what 
is  known  as  the  Back  bay.  As  this  would  neces- 
sitate a  station  house  on  the  new  division,  involv- 
ing expenditures  the  City  Council  alone  can  au- 
thorize, the  board  respectfully  present  the  rea- 
sons for  the  change,  and  ask  that  the  Council 
take  the  steps  necessary  to  enable  it  to  be  made. 

The  Back  Bay  territory,  stretching  from  the 
Puiilic  Garden  to  the  Brookline  line,  is  fast  being 
covered  with  dwelling  houses  or  laid  out  as  public 
grounds.  The  large  amount  of  wealth  concen- 
trated there  offers  peculiar  temptations  for  the 
commission  of  robbery  and  other  crimes  which, 
are  apt  to  accompany  it.  Most  of  the  male  popu- 
lation of  the  district  is  away  from  it  during  the 
day,  and  there  being  hardly  one  business  thor- 
oughfare within  its  limits,  and  few  men  passing 
to  and  fro,  it  is  very  difficult  to  summon  aid  in 
cases  of  emergency. 

The  Common,  Public  Garden,  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  the  new  park  will  form  a  contin- 
uous pleasure  ground  for  the  public,  and 
our  experience  with  the  two  first  named 
shows  that  all  will  require  careful  police 
supervision  to  insure  not  only  the  safety 
of  property,  but  also  of  person,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  good  order  and  decency. 

The  territory  to  be  embraced  m  the  new  division 
will  be  made  up  of  portions  of  Divisions  No.  3, 
No.  4,  No.  5  and  No.  10,  most  distant  from  the  sev- 
eral station  houses,  too  distant  in  some  cases  for 
economy  and  efficiency. 

The  station  houses  of  Divisions  No.  3,  4  and  6 
cannot,  without  being  crowded,  accommodate  the 
increased  force  the  territory  of  the  proposed  divi- 
sion will  require. 

The  new  division  will  take  the  place  of  Division 
No.  8,  so  that  there  will  be  no  increase  of  superior 
officers  of  the  police  force,  and  no  additional  ex- 
penditure required  on  that  account. 

Division  No.  8,  as  it  now  stands,  is  not  needed, 
is  in  fact  practically  useless.  Originally  it  em- 
braced what  was  known  as  the  "Harbor  Police," 
now  Division  No.  16.  Nothing  is  now  left  to  Divi- 
sion 8  but  a  si  rip  of  land  mostly  on  and  outside, 
on  the  water  front,  of  Atlantic  avenue  and  Com- 
mercial street,  stretching  from  India  wharf  to 
the  Charles  River  Bridge.  Much  of  this  is  farther 
from  its  own  station  house,  at  the  foot  of  Battery 
street,  than  from  the  station  houses  of  Divisions- 
No.  1  and  No.  2,  between  which  two  divisions- 
Division  No.  8  could  and  should  be  divided. 

Further,  Division  No.  16,  the  harbor  police,  will 
soon  need  to  be  increased.  As  our  commerce  re- 
vives and  our  water  front  becomes  active  with 
increasing  business,  as  the  East  Boston  and  South 
Boston  flats  are  filled  and  used  for  business  pur- 
poses, as  the  various  summer  resorts  about  our 
harbor  are  made  more  attractive,  a  larger  police 
force  will  be  required  to  protect  both  the  business 
and  the  pleasures  of  our  people.  Even  now  a 
patrol  boat  should  nightly  be  on  duty  about  South 
Boston  Point  to  protect  the  wharves  and  ship- 
ping, including  the  large  number  of  yachts  which 
rendezvous  there,  representing  not  only  a  large 
monetary  value,  but  also  a  large  indirect  value  to 
the  city,  from  depredation  by  thieves. 

Now  the  "harbor  police"  occupies  a  small 
wooden  building  on  Eastern-avenue  wharf,  too 
small  for  its  present  needs.  The  convenience  and 
comfort  of  the  men  of  this  division  and  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  service  imperatively  demand  larger 


accommodations,  which  must  soon  be  provided 
for  in  some  way. 

If  Division  No.  8  be  abolished,  as  proposed,  its 
station  house  should  be  made  over  to  Division  No. 
16,  being  conveniently  situated,  to  meet  the  wants 
of  that  division,  and  large  enough  to  give  ample 
room  for  any  increase  in  the  force  of  the  division 
which  may  be  required  in  the  future. 
Henry  Walker. 
Sam'l  R.  Spinney. 

Police  Commissioners. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Police.    Sent  down* 

THE    BURRILL    CLAIM. 

The  following  was  received  : 

Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  ) 
March  6,  1880.      ) 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen — I  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  from  the  office  of  the  City 
Clerk  of  a  copy  of  a  preamble  and  order  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  March  1,  1880,  in  re- 
lation to  the  non-payment  to  Henry  W.  Paine,  as- 
signee of  Charles  Burrill,  of  $40,000  as  set  forth  in 
the  order  of  the  City  Council  of  Sept.  12, 1870,  the 
order  being  "that  the  City  Auditor  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  this  Board  a  written  statement 
of  the  reasons  why  the  money  was  not  and  has 
not  been  paid,  in  conformity  with  said  order  and- 
draft." 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  reply  : 

That  the  draft  drawn  in  pursuance  of  the  order 
of  the  City  Council  of  Sept.  12,  1870,  to  pay  Henry 
W.  Paine,  assignee  of  Charles  Burrill,  $40,000,with/ 
the  required  receipts  attached,  would  have  been 
duly  signed  by  me  as  Auditor  of  Accounts  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  for  payment  by  the  Treasurer,  but 
for  the  injunction  issued  by  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  restraining  the  officers  of  the  city  from 
making  said  payment.  On  the  application  of  the 
parties  for  payment  of  the  $40,000  under  authori- 
ty of  the  aforesaid  order  after  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  1871,  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston  to  pay 
Charles  Burrill  said  amount,  and  the  withdrawal 
of  the  injunction  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
restraining  said  payment,  I  declined  to  au- 
dit and  allow  for  payment  a  draft  for 
the  same,  acting  at  the  time  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  City  Solicitor,  who  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  I  could  not  do  so,  based  on  the  order 
of  the  City  Council  of  Sept.  12,  1870,  but  must 
have  action  taken  by  the  City  Council  after  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  1871,  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  $40,000,  said  act  be- 
ing an  enabling  one  requiring  that  action.  Since 
that  time  the  claim  of  Charles  Burrill  has  been 
before  the  City  Council  at  different  times,  which 
has  refused  to  pass  the  requisite  order  to  pay  the 
same  and  provide  the  means  for  its  payment.  My 
action  throughout  the  whole  period  of  withhold- 
ing the  payment  in  question  'las  been  guided  by 
the  City  Selicitor,  and  I  have  followed  his  advice. 
Alfred  T.  Turner,  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck. 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  with  orders  granting  permits  to  erect 
wooden  buildings  by  executors  of  estate  of  Sidney 
B.  Morse  on  Stearns  wharf,  Ward  17,  and  Lang 
&  King,  at  the  rear  of  93—97  Longwood  avenue, 
Ward  22.  Orders  passed:  E.  G.  Pond,  on  F  street, 
at  the  corner  of  Dove  street;  A.  M.  Glover,  on 
Devon  street,  corner  of  Fourth  street.  Orders 
passed.    Sent  down. 

licenses. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  recommending  the  grant- 
ing of  iifty-four  minors'  applications  for  news- 
boys' licenses.     Accepted. 

SUPERINTEt^DENTS  OF  BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Bridges  recommending  the  elec- 
tion of  the  following-named  persons  to  be  Super- 
intendents of  Bridges  partly  controlled  by  Bos- 
ton: 

John  E.  Pickell,  Essex-street  Bridge. 

Aloert  O.  Hawes,  Granite  Bridge. 

John  Galvin,  Neponset  Bridge. 

Daniel  S.  Lawrence  and  John  J.  McCabe,  Chel- 
sea Bridge. 

A.  D.  Henderson,  Western-avenue  Bridge  to 
Watertown,  and  North  Beacon-street  Bridge. 

William  Nolan,  Western-avenue  Bridge  to  Cam- 
bridge, Cambridge-street  Bridge  and  North  Har- 
vard-street Bridge. 

Report  accepted  and  said  nominations  were 
conn  nned. 
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Alderman  Flynn  submitted  a  report  from  the 
joitt  special  committee  to  nominate  Superintend- 
ents of  Bridges  within  the  city,  recommending 
tne  election  of  the  following: 

Federal-street  Bridge— Jacob  Morris. 

Dover-street  Bridge— Angus  Nelson. 

Chelsea-street  Bridge — John  Gill. 

Charles  River  Bridge— Joel  R.  Bolan. 

Warren  Bridge— Charles  H.  Marple. 

Maiden  Bridge— John  Howard. 

Broadway  Bridge— John  C.  Poole. 

Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge— Daniel  J.  Hol- 
land. 

Meridian-street  Bridge— George  Morrison. 

Congress-street  Bridge— Mathew  J.  Callahan. 

Mr.  Howard  Clapp  dissents  from  so  much  of  the 
foregoing  as  relates  to  the  Mt.  Washington  ave- 
nue bridge,  and  respectfully  recommends  the 
election  of  George  H.  Davis  to  be  superintendent 
of  said  bridge. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  election  laid 
over,  at  the  suggestion  of  Alderman  Flynn. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  to  nominate  a  suitable 
candidate  for  Commissioner  of  Prison  Point 
Bridge,  recommending  the  election  of  Frederic 
W.Lincoln.  Accepted.  An  election  was  ordered, 
and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  twelve  ballots.  Sent 
down. 

COMMERCIAL    STREET. 

Alderman  Flynn,  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of 
John  B.  Tremere  the  sum  of  $214,  for  all  their 
right,  title  and  interest  in  428  square  feet  of  land 
taken  in  the  name  of  a  person  or  persons  un- 
known, from  a  passageway  between  the  estate  of 
said  heirs,  numbered  398,  and  the  estate  of  Will- 
iam, Robert  and  Andrew  Burnett,  numbered  392 
on  Commercial  street,  by  the  widening  of  said 
street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  passed  September  8, 1879. 
(The  usual  conditions  are  appended  to  the  order.) 
Passed. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
(Citv  Doc.  41): 

The  Committee  on  Bridges  respectfully  repre- 
sent that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $3000  is 
required  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  department 
during  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year. 

The  expenditures  up  to  the  present  time,  in- 
cluding the  March  draft,  have  been  as  follows: 

Amount  of  appropriation g55,000.0O 

Salaries ....S20  199.60 

Repairs 29,263.57 

Supplies  and  general  expenses,. .     5  354.92 

54,818.09 

Balance  on  hand §181,91 

The  deficiency  is  principally  due  to  the  unex- 
pected advance  in  prices  of  ali  materials  used  in 
the  repairs  of  bridges,  which  increased  the  cost 
of  the  work  in  progress  beyond  what  was  antici- 
pated when  it  was  commenced. 

The  unusually  open  winter  has  necessitated 
more  than  the  ordinary  amount  of  repairs  upon 
the  roadways,  and  the  increased  amount  of  travel, 
both  by  land  and  water,  occasioned  by  the  gener- 
al revival  of  business,  has  rendered  an  unusual 
amount  of  repairs  necessary. 

William  Woolley, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Bridges. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.   Sent  down. 

PERMIT    FOR    STEAM    ENGINE. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  that  leave  be  grant- 
ed to  A.  H.  Miller  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  engine 
at  1480  Tremont  street.    Accepted. 

PARK    AT    CITY    POINT. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  : 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Parks, 
believing  it  to  he  desirable  that  immediate  steps 
should  be  taken  to  secure  a  suitable  location  for  a 
park  at  City  Point,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order  :' 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  purchas?  of 
land  and  flats  required  for  a  public  park  at  City 
Point,  South  Boston,  embracing  the  territory 
withiu  the  easterly  line  of  Q  street,  extending 
north,  south  and  east  to  the  Harbor  Commission- 
ers 'line,  the  sum  of  $110,000;  the  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  debt  to  be  issued  in  negotiating  said 
loan  to  be  denominated  on  the  face  thereof,  "Pub- 


lic Park  Loan,"  and  to  bear  such  rate  of  interest, 
and  to  be  payable  at  such  periods  as  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  may  determine;  and  the  Park 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  expend 
said  sum  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
Order  read  once  and  laid  over. 

PENCE  VIEWERS,   ETC.,  TO  BE  NOMINATED. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  Alder- 
men    be  a  committee  to  nominate  candi- 
dates for  the  offices  of  field  drivers  and  pound 
keepers,  fence  viewers,  inspector  of  lime  and 
cullers  of  hoops,  etc.  Passed,  and  Aldermen 
Flynn  and  Woolley  were  appointed  said  commit- 
tee. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  Thorndike  offered  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Ordered,  That  the  Collector  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  remit  the  taxes  for  the  years  1877, 
1878  and  1879  assessed  upon  the  estate  of  No.  33 
Wheeler  street,  the  amount  of  which  is  $138.33, 
and  standing  in  the  name  of  John  B.  Regan,  the 
same  being  shown  upon  a  plan  drawn  by  Thomas 
W.  Davis,  City  Surveyor,  dated  Dec.  13,  1872,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor,  said 
estate  having  been  taken  possession  of  March  1, 
1880,  and  declared  forfeited  to  the  city  for  breach 
of  the  conditions  of  sale.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Collector  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  remit  the  taxes  for  the  years  1876, 
1877,  1878  and  1879  assessed  upon  the  estate  No.  38 
Porter  street,  the  amount  of  which  is  $203.18,  and 
standing  in  the  name  of  John  B.  Regan,  the  same 
being  shown  upon  a  plan  drawn  by  Thomas  W. 
Davis,  City  Surveyor,  dated  Dec.  13,1872,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor,  said 
estate  having  been  taken  possession  of  March  1, 
1880,  and  declared  forfeited  to  the  city  for  breach 
of  the  conditions  of  sale.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  Order— That  permission  be  granted 
to  the  Highland  Street  Railway  Company  to  make 
one  or  more  trial  trips  of  the  "non-explosive 
steam  motor  or  self-propelling  car"  over  the 
tracks  of  said  company  in  this  city;  said  trial 
trips  to  be  made  at  such  times  and  on  such  routes 
as  the  Committee  on  Paving  may  direct.    Passed. 

Report  and  Order,  That  permission  be  grai.ted 
to  George  W.  Hollis  to  build  a  temporary  bridge 
across  North  Beacon  street,  Brighton  District, 
from  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroau  track  to  his 
ice  house,  for  the  purpose  of  storing  ice  in  said 
house,  said  bridge  to  be  placed  at  an  elevation  of 
fourteen  feet  in  the  clear  above  said  street,  and 
to  be  removed  within  twenty  days  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order. 

Report  that  John  Cavanagh  &  Son  have  leave 
to  move  wooden  building  from  466  and  468  Com- 
mercial street  to  458  and  460  same  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  John  B. 
Moran  for  crosswalks  on  Terrace  street  in  front 
of  Comins  Schoolhouse.    Accepted. 

Report  that  W.  R.  Cavanagh  have  leave  to 
move  a  wooden  building  from  Walden  street, 
Ward  22,  about  100  feet  on  said  street.  Accept- 
ed. 

Reports  that  licenses  to  sprinkle  streets  be 
granted  to  Patrick  Hart  and  D'Arcey  &  Atwood. 
Accepted. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  petition 
of  Richards  Bradley,  trustee,  to  connect  two 
buildings  on  Avery  street  with  a  foot  bridge  or 
fire  escape,  for  the  i  eason  that  the  City  Solicitor 
decides  that  the  city  cannot  legally  authorize  the 
erection  of  what  will  be  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses a  permanent  structure  over  the  street. 
Accepted. 

Report  and  Order,  That  permission  be  granted 
to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  four 
telegraph  poles  on  Harris  avenue  and  one  on 
Roanoke  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain;  said  poles  to  be 
placed  on  said  street  and  avenue  in  the  positions 
designated  on  a  plan  drawn  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
City  Surveyor,  dated  Feb.  28,  1880,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
Order  passed. 

pire  alarm  apparatus. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  erect  upon  the  roof  of  the 
City  Hall  building  a  structure  of  wood,  ten  feet 
square,  to  contain  the  concentrated  wires  of  the 
fire  alarm  telegraph,  the  expense  thereof   to  be 
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charged  to  the  appropriation   for   Fire   Alarms. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Market— that  Florence  W.  Croshy, 
administratrix,  have  leave  to  transfer  Stall  No. 
60,  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  Frederick  Crosby;  and 
that  David  Simonds  have  leave  to  transfer  Stall 
No.  58,  same  market,  to  R.  A.  Pettigrew  and  L.  F. 
Abbott.    Severally  accepted. 

SALARIES. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  38): 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Salaries  beg 
leave  to  submit  herewith  orders  establishing  the 
salaries  of  the  several  city  officers  for  the  year 
beginning  on  the  first  day  of  April,  1880. 

The  changes  proposed  in  the  salaries,  and  al- 
lowance for  clerk  hire,  as  now  established,  are  as 
follows: 

An  increase  of  $100  in  the  salary  of  the  Third 
Assistant  Messenger. 

An  increase  of  §600  in  the  allowance  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  office  of  the  City  Treasurer. 

An  increase  of  $700  in  the  allowance  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

An  increase  of  §200  in  the  salary  of  each  of  the 
Deputy  Collectors. 

An  increase  of  §300  in  the  salary  of  the  Sealer 
of  Weights  and  Measures. 

An  increase  of  §150  in  the  salary  of  each  of  the 
Deputy  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

An  increase  of  §100  in  the  salary  of  each  of  the 
Assistant  Inspectors  of  Buildings. 

An  increase  of  §80  in  the  salary  of  the  Weigher 
in  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

An  increase  of  §100  in  the  salary  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Meridian-street  Bridge. 

An  increase  of  §300  in  the  salary  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  East   Boston  Ferries. 

The  committee  also  report  an  amendment  to 
section  15  of  the  ordinance  establishing  the  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Police  De- 
partment, increasing  the  salary  of  house  watch- 
men (ten  in  number)  fifty  cents  per  day. 

The  total  amount  of  increase  recommended  is 
§8505. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Eucios  Slade. 
James  J.  Flynn. 
William  Woollev. 
John  P.  Hilton. 
James  Devine. 
Alden  E.  Viles. 
Nathaniel   Brimbecom. 
Philip  J.  McLaughlin. 

Appended  to  the  report  are  orders  fixing  the 
salaries  of  the  various  city  officers  and  ;>n  ordi- 
nance amending  an  ordinance  establishing  sala- 
ries of  the  police  force. 

The  orders  and  ordinance  were  severally  read 
twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

stables. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  until  otherwise 
ordered  to  T.  W.  Manning  to  erect  a  fire  and  lime 
kiln  on  Swett  street,  near  Hilton  street,  Ward  20. 
Accepted. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  by  Alexander  Mann, 
rear  20  Williams  street;  Abraham  French,  on  es- 
tate between  Centre  and  Chestnut  street  and 
Centre  place,  Ward  23;  Henry  A.  Mitchell,  Walton 
street,  Ward  22;  Azell  Bowditch,  645  Warren 
street,  Ward  21.    Severally  accepted. 

MILK   INSPECTOR. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joi^t  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was  referred 
that  portion  of  the  Mayor's  address  relating  to 
milk  inspection— That  the  subject,  is  solely  in  the 
control  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  no  action 
can  properly  be  taken  thereon  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil.   Accepted.    Sent  down. 

ROXBURY  CANAL. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health  that  no  action  is  re- 
quired on  petition  of  Joseph  T.  Ryan  et  al.,  for 
abatement  of  nuisance  existing  in  old  Roxbury 
Canal,  said  nuisance  having  been  abated. 

Alderman   Klynn  said  there  was  one  lime  kiln 

_ver  there  now  which  is  a  great  nuisance  at  times, 

articularly  in  the  summer  when  they  are   burn- 


ing oyster  shells.  Another  one  ought  not  to  be 
put  upon  the  South  Boston  people. 

Alderman  Viles  said  this  has  been  examined  by 
the  Board  of  Health,  who  report  there  is  no  objec- 
tion to  it. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  matter  was 
laid  over. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH  APPROPRIATION. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Health  for 
an  additional  appropriation,  report  that  after  a 
reconsideration  of  this  subject,  they  are  still  of 
the  opinion  that  the  request  should  be  granted, 
and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  details: 

In  considering  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Health  for  an  additional  appropriation  of  §5000 
for  the  balance  of  the  present  financial  year,  it  is 
understood  that  the  table  of  figures  in  the  sched- 
ule, appended  to  the  request,  is  arranged  simply 
for  convenience  in  bookkeeping,  and  in  no  way 
shows  the  amounts  appropriated  in  detail  by  the 
City  Council.  In  point  of  fact  the  appropriation 
allowed  for  the  current  year  was  not  apportioned 
at  all,  and  even  if  it  had  been.the  Board  of  Health 
has  full  authority  to  transfer  sums  from  one  item 
to  another  so  long  as  it  keeps  within  its  appro- 
priation. The  Board  of  Health  requested  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  current  year  of  §57,300  for  the 
purposes  set  forth  in  the  first  column  of  the  ap- 
pended schedule,  headed  "Appropriation  asked 
for."  These  various  sums  represented  the 
amoants  required  for  the  purposes  men- 
tioned as  nearly  as  it  was  possible  to 
estimate  them  in  advance.  Upon  receiving  these 
estimates,  the  Committee  on  the  Auditor's  Esti- 
mates, without  specifying  any  particular  item,  re- 
duced the  total  appropriation  asked  for  from 
$57,300  to  §47,000— a  reduction  of  §10,300  from  the 
board's  estimates,  and  $7000  less  than  had  been 
allowed  the  previous  year.  While  perfectly  aware 
from  the  start  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  car- 
ry the  department  through  the  year  with  the  ap- 
propriation allowed  (the  original  estimates  having 
been  calculated  on  the  lowest  possible  basis),  the 
Board  of  Health  apportioned  the  reduction  for  its 
own  convenience  as  set  forth  in  the  second  column 
of  the  printed  schedule.  Several  of  these  items 
were  set  far  below  what  was  absolutely  essential 
to  get  through  the  year,  but  the  board  relied  up- 
on the  assurance  of  the  Committee  on  the  Au- 
ditor's Estimates  that  in  case  the  reduction  was 
found  to  be  excessive  the  board  could  ask  for  an 
additional  appropriation  to  make  up  the  deficien- 
cy. In  the  item  for  "contingencies"  §1200  was  asked 
for,  but  wi'h  the  reduced  appropriation  only  §500 
was  set  against  this  item  by  the  Board  of  Health, 
although  this  item  necessarily  includes  about  §600 
paid  for  car  fares  for  the  inspectors  employed  by 
the  board  in  answering  the  calls  for  their  ser- 
vices; $300  for  postage  stamps  used  in  mailing 
notices  to  people  complained  of  for  having  nui- 
sances on  their  premises,  the  board  having  abated 
upwards  of  25,000  nuisances  the  past  year,  and 
each  nuisance  requiring  troin  one  lo  three  notices 
by  mail;  §350  for  expenses  incident  to  the  removal 
of  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Health  from  City  Hall 
to  Pemberton  square,  not  anticipated  at  the  time 
of  making  up  the  estimates.  These  items  alone 
account  for  $1250  of  the  §1587.77  expended  for 
contingencies,  leaving  but  about  $300  for  numer- 
ous minor  expenditures,  among  which  is  about 
§100  allowed  the  Inspector  of  Provisions  for 
a  horse  and  wagon.  The  demands  made  upon 
the  Hoard  of  Health  are  so  urgent  when 
made  that  it  is  impossible  to  delay  meet- 
ing them  except  in  cases  where  a  large  sum  of 
money  is  to  be  required,  in  which  case  it  has 
been  the  invariable  practice  of  the  Board  of 
Health  to  ask  the  City  Council  to  provide  a  spe- 
cial appropriation  for  the  purpose,  instead  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  authority  conveyed  in 
the  General  Statutes  to  spend  money  without  the 
authority  of  the  City  Council.  But  in  cases  where 
the  expenditure  is  small  and  the  case  an  urgent 
one  the  board  has  preferred  to  attend  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  if  the  appropriation  is  exceeded  thereby, 
to  submit  the  facts  to  the  City  Council,  believing 
that  body  has  no  disposition,  with  the  public 
health  in  mind,  to  withhold  any  reasonable  sum 
for  the  purpose. 

The  excess  over  the  amount  asked  for  on  ac- 
count of  advertising  is  explained  by  the  circum- 
stance that  the  City  Council  voted  to  advertise 
the  names  of  the  owners  of  tombs  in  the  King's 
Chapel  and  the  Granary  burial  grounds  in  the 
daily  papers.      The  advertising  bills  for  this  pur- 
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pose  alone  amounted  to  §615,  and  when  they  were 
presented  for  payment  the  Auditor  decided  that 
they  should  he  paid  from  the  appropriation  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  although  the  board  had 
not  incurred  the  bills,  nor  had  it  been  consulted 
in  the  matter.  The  amount  actually  expended 
for  advertising  by  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Health  during  the  present  year  is  §18.63. 

Another  item  which  appears  in  excess  is  that 
for  public  urinals.  It  should  be  understood  that 
the  new  urinals,  on  account  of  which  this  addi- 
tional expense  was  incurred,  were  erected  by 
direction  of  the  City  Council,  which  provided  no 
means  for  erecting  them.  The  expense  of  erect- 
ing the  new  urinals  was  not  taken  into  account  at 
the  time  the  estimates  were  made  for  the  present 
year.  Some  time  before  the  expiration  of  the 
financial  year  1878-79  a  contract  was  made  with 
Messrs.  L.  Mason  &  Son  to  build  ten  iron  urinals 
for  the  sum  of  §2365,  and  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  contract  they  should  have  been  completed 
in  time  to  have  allowed  the  expense  of  erect- 
ing them  to  have  been  paid  out  of  the 
appropriation  for  that  year.  Messrs.  Mason 
&  Son,  however,  delayed,  and  finally  aban- 
doned the  contract,  so  that  the  Board  of 
Health  was  compelled  to  make  another  contract, 
thus  delaying  the  work  and  carrying  the  expense 
of  erecting  the  urinals  into  this  year's  appropria- 
tion, instead  of  allowing  it  to  be  taken  from  the 
last,  contrary  to  the  board's  expectations  at  the 
time  the  annual  appropriation  was  made.  The 
money  reserved  for  this  purpose  by  the  board 
■would  have  been  turned  into  the  treasury  at  the 
end  of  the  year  as  an  unexpended  balance,  had 
not  the  City  Council,  toward  the  end  of  the  last 
financial  year,  voted  to  enlarge  and  improve  the 
City  Morgue  on  North  Grove  street  at  an  expense 
of  §3000,  this  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation of  the  Board  of  Health.  The  board  had 
no  appropriation  for  this  purpose,  and  it  accord- 
ingly used  the  money  held  for  erecting  the  new 
urinals  for  improving  the  Morgue.  This  action 
necessitated  an  additional  expense  for  public 
urinals  the  present  year,  which,  as  explained, 
was  not  contemplated  when  the  board's  estimate 
for  the  year  was  sent  in.  The  >um  expended  in 
repairing  the  Morgue  represents  the  sum  held 
for  erecting  urinals  in  the  last  financial  year,  to- 
gether with  about  §700,  which  explains  the  excess 
In  the  item  of  bunai  grounds,  from  which  the 
balance  was  taken. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Viles  the  subject  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  APPROPRIATION. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  (City- 
Doc.  40): 

The  Joint  Committee  on  Health  respectfully  re- 
quest an  additional  appropriation  of  §4000,  which 
will  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this 
department  for  the  remainder  of  the  financial 
year,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  means. 
The   total   appropriation  granted   to  the 

Health  Department  for  the  financial  year 

1879-80  was g320,000.0» 

There  has  been  expended  and  charged  to 


this  appropriation,  including  the  March 

draft,  as  follows: 

For  labor g243,542.17 

For  salaries,  grain,  hay,  straw, 

and  material  for  construct- 

ingwagons,  etc S52.549.24 

S29G.091.41 

Leaving  unexpended  to  meet  the  April 
draft g£3,908.59 

There  will  be  required  to  meet  the  April 
draft,  for  labor,  nav,  grain,  and  straw §27,908.59 

This  additional  840(30  is  required  in  the 
deficiency  to  meet  the  pay  for  laborers. .        2,500.00 

Grain,  hay  and  straw 1,500.00 

£4,000.00 


The  deficiency  in  the  amount  for  the  feed  of  the 
horses  is  caused  principally  by  the  advance  in  the 
price  of  grain.  Other  materials,  such  as  straw, 
iron,  lumber  and  wheelwright's  stock,  have  ad- 
vanced from  25  to  100  per  cent. 

As  regards  laborers,  the  winter  has  been  so  open 
that  their  whole  time  has  been  employed  on  the 
streets.  In  former  years  their  services  have  not 
been  required  during  certain  periods  of  the  win- 
ter, and  there  has  been  a  saving  in  this  direction. 
For  the  Committee. 

Clinton  Tiles, 
Chairman. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

CITY     ENGINEER. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  resignation 
of  Joseph  P.  Davis  as  City  Engineer  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Mr.  Slade— I  did  n't  expect  that  was  coming  be- 
fore us  the  other  day,  but  its  lying  upon  the 
table  has  not  amounted  to  anything.  I  thought 
some  inducements  might  be  held  out  to  Mr.  Davis 
to  remain.  I  must  say  the  city  is  losing  a  very 
valuable  employe.  I  am  satisfied  he  is  going  to 
get  an  easier  position  with  a  very  much 
larger  salary.  I  think  the  city  made  a 
mistake  when  it  cut  his  salary  as  low 
as  it  did.  A  man  with  his  brains,  laying  out 
work  costing  millions,  should  never  have  had  his 
salary  cut  down  to  the  figure  it  was.  Neverthe- 
less it  was  done,  and  the  city,  in  consequence,  is 
going  to  lose  a  very  valuable  man.  I  move  the 
resignation  be  accepted. 

The  resignation  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderaian  Slade  it  was  ordered — 
That  the  Committee  on  the  Nomination  of  City 
Engineer  be  requested  to  nominate  a  candidate 
to  fill  the  place  "of  Mr.  Davis  who  has  resigned. 
Sent  down. 

CITY   REGISTRAR'S    DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  the  report  that  it 
is  inexpedient  to  transfer  the  City  Registrar's  De- 
partment to  the  Board  of  Health  was  taken  from 
the  table  and  accepted.    Sent  down. 

DECORATION  DAY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  the  order  to  al- 
low §200  to  each  post  of  the  G.  A.  R.  for  Decora- 
tion Day  was  taken  from  the  table  and  passed  in 
concurrence — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Caton. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    11,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  V/t  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  tile. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit.  (City  Doc.  33, 1880.) 
Placed  on  rile. 

Petitions,  etc.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committse  on  Police  of  a 
request  from  the  Police  Commissioners  for  the 
establishment  of  a  police  station  in  the  Back  Bay 
territory.    Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Treasury  of 
accounts  of  the  late  Treasurer  of  Brighton,  with 
bill  for  services.    Concurred. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Finance,  viz.,  Re- 
quest for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $3000  for 
bridges.  (City  Doc.  41.)  Request  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  Health  Department  of 
§4000.    (City  Doc.  40.)    Concurred. 

Report  on  the  subject  of  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Health  for  an  additional  appropriation 
of  §5000,  and  reference  of  the  request  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.    (City  Doc.  32.)    Concurred. 

Resignation  of  Joseph  P.  Davis  as  City  Engi- 
neer.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  no  action  can  be  taken  by  the 
City  Council  on  the  portion  of  the  Mayor's  ad- 
dress relating  to  Milk  Inspector.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  pe- 
tition of  J.  T.  Ryan  and  others  for  the  abatement 
of  a  nuisance  in  Old  Roxbury  Canal.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Report  on  maintenance  of  City  Registrar's 
Department.    (City  Doc.  36.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report  was  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  8y>  P.  M. 

Reports  and  orders  to  authorize  permits  to 
build  to  be  issued  to  A.  H.  Glover,  Devon  street; 
Sidney  B.  Morse,  executor,  Steam's  wharf;  Lang 
&  King,  rear  Longwood  avenue;  E.  G.  Pond,  F 
street.    Orders  severally  passed. 

Orders  to  remit  taxes  on  forfeited  estates 
of  John  B.  Regan  on  Wheeler  and  Porter  streets. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  a  wooden  recepta- 
cle for  fire-alarm  wires  on  roof  of  City  Hall.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

FIRST    ASSISTANT    ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  said  there  was  so  much 
confusion  in  the  chamber  he  desired  that  the 
Council  proceed  to  an  election  for  First  Assistant 
Assessors.  On  his  motion,  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed, a  recess  of  five  minutes  was  taken  to  prepare 
ballots,  and  a  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee — 
Messrs.  Bowker  of  Ward  16,  Hancock  of  Ward  1, 
and  Viles  of  Ward  8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  the 
roll  was  called,  with  the  following  result: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Austin.  Bailey,  Barry, 
Bigelow,  Blakemore,  Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brown, 
Child,  Christal,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Coe, 
Cronin,  Uenney,  Devine,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doher- 
ty,  Donahoe,  Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisher,  Fitzpat- 
rick,  Folan,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Hancock,  Hart, 
Healy,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Howard,  Kendricken,  Kid- 
ney, Lane,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  McLaugh- 
lin, McNamara,  Murphy,  Nason,  O'Dowd,  Park- 
man,  Perkins,  Pratt,  Pray,  Rogers,  H.  N.  Sawyer, 
N.  Sawyer,  Shepard,  Sibley,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Sr., 
D.  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Sweetser,  Swift,  Taylor, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Ward,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Whitmore,  Williams,  Wyinan— 67. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Krintnall,  Devlin,  Hollis,  Mor- 
rison, Plimpton— 5. 

First  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 60 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

Richard  J.  Fennelly 31. 

Charles  B.  Hunting 28 

Charles    Nowell 13 

George  A.   Shaw 27 

William  A.  Wheeler 29 

John   Bryant 33 

William W.  Diomey 50 

John  H.  Griggs , 19 

George  W.  Kingman 38 


Samuel  B.  Krogman 29 

John  J.   Murphy 24 

L.  F.  Morse 1 

C.  J.  Speuceley 1 

Hiram  Ames 1 

Messrs.  Kingman  and  Dromey  were  elected  in 
non-concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  a  second 
ballot  was  ordered  to  fill  three  vacancies,  a  recess 
of  five  minutes  to  prepare  ballots  was  taken,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  a  committee  of  four  be  ap- 
pointed to  count  votes. 

Committee— Messrs.  Wymau  of  Ward  2,  Park- 
man  of  Ward  9,  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2  and  Will- 
iams of  Ward  11. 

Second  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessary  for  a  choice  35 

George  W.  Kingman 1 

Charles  Nowell 3 

John  H.  Griggs 10 

George  A.  Shaw 17 

John  J.  Murphy 18 

Richard  J.  Fennelly 22 

Charles  B.  Hunting 23 

William  A.  Wheeler 27 

Samuel  B.  Krogman 31 

John  Bryant 30 

And  one  ballot  with  five  names  not  counted. 
Mr.  Bryant  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
On  motion  of    Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  a  third 
ballot  was  ordered  to  fill  two  vacancies,  and  a 
recess  of   five  minutes  was  taken  to  prepare  bal- 
lots. 

Committee— Messrs.  Tucker  of  Ward  14,  O'Dowd 
of  Ward  6,  Sweetser  of  Ward  3,  Wheeler  of 
Ward  10. 

Third  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 69 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

William  A.  Wheeler 33 

Samuel  B.  Krogman 32 

Richard  J.  Fennelly 26 

Charles  B.  Hunting 18 

George  A.  Shaw 8 

John  H.Griggs  6 

John  J.  Murphy 4 

Charles  Nowell 2 

Krogman 1 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  a 
fourth  ballot  was  ordered,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Parkman  of  Ward  9,  a  recess  of  five  minutes  was 
taken  to  prepare  ballots. 

Committee — Messrs.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24,  Lovell 
of  Ward  1,  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  Hosley  of  Ward  15. 
Fourth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

John  H.Griggs 7 

S.  B.  Krogman. 35 

R.  J.  Fennelly 29 

Charles  B.  Hunting 11 

Charles  Nowell 1 

George  A.  Shaw 2 

William  A.  Wheeler 35 

John  J.  Murphy 4 

Messrs  Krogman  and  Wheeler  were  declared 
elected.    Sent  up. 

NEW  MAIN  FROM  CHESTNUT    HILL    RESERVOIR  TO 
THE  CITY  PROPER. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8.30  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Report  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to  provide  means  for  an  appropriation  of 
§2811,000  for  a  contract  for  water  pipes  for  a  new 
main  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  to  the  city. 

The  question  was  upon  concurring  in  the  refer- 
ence. 

Mr.  Greenough — The  Committee  on  Water  fully 
realize  the  fact  that  when  a  request  for  so  large  a 
sum  of  money  is  made  by  them,  as  they  now  come 
before  the  Council  with,  they  must  be  prepared 
to  show  very  good  reasons  for  its  expenditure. 
That  very  good  reason  I  think  they  have.  If  it 
were  not  so  lata  I  should  like  to  speak  at  length 
upon  this  matter,  but  I  will  spare  the  Council, 
and  state  as  briefly  as  possible  the  position 
in  which  the  city  of  Boston  now  stands. 
If  the  Council  will  permit  me  I  will 
point  out  the  present  condition  from  the  map. 
When  the  supply  of  water  was  brought  into  the 
city  the  only  reservoir  then  in  use  was  the  Brook- 
line  reservoir,  and  the  two  mains  which  supplied 
it  were  the  thirty  and  thirty-six-inch  mains  laid 
in  1854.  The  only  main  which  has  been  laid  into 
the  city  since  that  time  is  the  forty-inch  main 
laid  in  1859.  Now  the  head  of  water  with  which 
the  supply  starts  from  Chestnut  Hill  and  Brook- 
line  reservoirs  is  122  feet  above  tide-water  level. 
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During  tha  hours  of  greatest  consumption,  which 
are  between  eight  and  ten  in  the  forenoon, the  high- 
est pressure  which  can  be  obtained  in  this  part 
of  the  city  is  ninety  feet  above  tide-water  level. 
The  business  portion  of  this  city — Devonshire 
street  and  its  vicinity— stands  fifteen  feet  above 
tide-water  level,  which  gives  practically  a  work- 
ing level  of  but  seventy-five  feet  in  the  street. 
But  seventy-five  feet  in  the  street  are  not  seventy- 
:five  feet  in  the  buildings.  If  hose  were  carried 
up  in  the  buildings  the  water  would  rise  in  the 
pipe  about  seventy-five  feet.  But  when  you  try 
to  get  the  wafer  in  the  interior  of  the  building, 
when  it  is  used  in  other  portions  down  stairs, 
it  is  often  found  impossible  to  do  anything 
of  the  kind.  In  fact,  the  present  business 
portions  of  the  city  are  unable  to  draw  the 
water  in  the  upper  stories  from  the  low 
service.  If  this  new  main  is  laid  into  Boston,  it  is 
calculated  to  give  an  additional  pressure  of  at 
least  fifteen  feet,  which  will  enabie  all  those  up- 
per stories  to  be  reached  by  the  low-service  sup- 
ply. After  Commonwealth  avenue  shall  have 
been  extended  to  the  junction  with  the  cross- 
roads, it  is  intended  that  this  main  shall  eventu- 
ally be  brought  to  the  Common,  and  then  an  ad- 
ditional head  of  five  feet  will  be  given.  But  by 
the  present  plan,  fifteen  feet  will  probably  be 
enough  to  stop  the  complaints  made  of  a  lack 
of  water  in  the  business  sections  of  the 
city.  We  have  no  end  of  water.  I  under- 
stand that  at  the  present  moment  there 
are  running  to  waste  over  the  dams  in 
Framingham,  two  hundred  million  gallons  of 
water  a  day.  But  since  Sudbury  River  water  has 
been  brought  into  the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir, 
and  since  we  have  laid  the  aqueduct  from  the 
river  to  the  reservoir  not  an  additional  gallon  of 
water  has  been  brought  into  the  city.  That  is  to 
say,  no  additional  supply  has  been  made,  ?nd  no 
new  pipe  laid  for  bringing  water  to  Boston,  for 
twenty  years.  If  we  have  the  water,  and  if  we 
are  tota'ke  no  steps  to  check  waste,  we  must  have 
new  pipe  if  we  want  an  addition  made  to  the  sup- 
ply. But  there  is  another  reason  for  this  addition- 
al pipe,  which  I  think  is  stronger  than  that, 
for,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned— although 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Water 
Board  as  to  the  quantity  of  water  now  wasted, 
two  members  believing  forty  per  cent,  is  thrown 
away,  and  the  third  member  believing  not  half 
that  quantity  is  wasted;  and  there  is  also  some 
difference  as  to  whether  we  can  get  a  proper 
head,  if  we  were  willing  to  spend  the  time  and 
money  to  stop  the  water — leaving  that  point  out 
of  the  case,  there  is  another  which  is  extremely 
important.  The  City  Engineer  stated  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water  that  he  could  not  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  allowing  those  pi|>es  to  stand  as  they 
are  without  an  additional  main,  and  that  in  his 
opinion  it  was  the  duty  of  the  City  Council  to 
take  the  precaution  of  laying  a  new  supply  main 
to  the  city.  As  the  Council  will  see  by  this  draw- 
ing, all  tlie  pipes  which  now  bring  water  to  the 
city  pass  over  this  stream,  the  30,  36  and  40  inch 
mains  all  coming  down  here  together  for  about  a 
mile.  Now,  that  land  belongs  to  the  town  of 
Brookline,  which  h  s  within  the  last  two  years 
laid  a  sewer  the  whole  length  of  that  street.  There 
are  also  the  Brookline  water  pipes,  I  think  tlie 
pipes  of  the  Brookline  Gas  Company,  and  also  va- 
rious drains,  are  laid  in  that  street.  The  city  of 
Boston  has  no  control  over  that  street  what- 
ever. Now,  it  anything  happens  to  one 
of  those  pipes,  all  those  three  pipes  will  go.  and 
if  they  do,  Boston  will  be  absolutely  without  any 
supply,  except  that  which  comes  from  the  Mystic. 
Any  one  can  imagine  the  enormous  dangers  the 
city  of  Boston  might  encounter  from  a  cessation 
of  the  water  supply.  A  few  years  ago  the  forty- 
inch  pipe  broke  wbere  the  track  of  tne  Woonsock- 
et  division  crosses  it.  It  washed  away  the  em- 
bankment, leaving  just  enougli  eartli  on  top  to 
support  the  rails.  Nothing  but  God's  prov- 
idence prevented  a  most  disastrous  acci- 
dent there.  They  succeeded  in  stopping 
the  train  just  before  it  broke  over 
the  washout.  A  leak  in  one  of  these  pipes  would 
be  a  serious  thing.  The  way  in  which  a  leak  of 
that  kind  occurs  is  this:  A  very  small  leak  starts 
in  one  of  the  lead  joints;  it  washes  away  the  sup- 
port underneath,  on  which  the  pipe  rests,  finally 
there  is  a  strain  brought  upon  the  pipe,  which  is 
not  calculated  to  support  any  such  strain,  and  it 
breaks.  If  one  of  those  pipes  should  break,  the 
other  pipes  would  obviously  have  to  go  at  once. 
Therefore,  for  that  reason  more  than  any  other, 
the  Committee  on  Water,  the   Water  Board  and 


the  Engineer  all  unite  in  recommending  to  the 
city  of  Boston  that  it  is  advisable,  even  at  the 
present  time,  to  spend  the  money  necessary  to 
lay  an  additional  supply  main  to  the  city  proper. 
I  hope  the  Council  will  join  with  them  in  their 
recommendation. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  reference  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

PAPEKS     FKOM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDEEMEN—  Con- 
tinued. 

Mayor's  message  appointing,  subject  to  ap- 
proval, William  H.  Whitmore  and  William  S. 
Appleton  as  Record  Commissioners. 

The  question  upon  confirmation  was  taken  by 
yea  and  nay  ballot.  Committee — Messrs.  Brown  of 
Wara  23,  Clapp  of  Ward  24,  Doherty  of  Ward  2. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 66 

Necessarv  for  confirmation 34 

Tes 60 

No    6 

The  nominations  were  confirmed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Member  of  Board  of  Health. 

Mayor's  message  appointing,  subject  to  approv- 
al, James  M.  Keith,  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

The  question  was  upon  confirmation  in  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2— Since  I  came  into 
the  hall  this  evening  I  heard  there  was  some  op- 
position to  this  gentleman,  and  I  move  to  special- 
ly assign  the  question  of  confirmation  to  next 
Thursday  evening  at  nine  o'clock.  I  wish  to  as- 
certain if  the  stories  are  true,  and  if  they  are 
not  I  shall  be  happy  to  vote  for  him. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost  and  a  ballot  was 
ordered. 

Committee — Messrs.  Williams  of  Ward  11,  Fisher 
of  Ward  24,  Doherty  of  Ward  7. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 65 

Necessary  for  confirmation 33 

Yes 23 

No 42 

Blank 1 

and  the  confirmation  was  refused. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — 1  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
consider will  prevail,  if  it  comes  to  a  vote  to- 
night. I  should  prefer  to  see  the  motion  laid 
upon  the  table  or  specially  assigned  to  some  hour 
a  week  from  tonight,  it  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
23  will  be  satisfied  with  that.  I  think,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, a  large  number  of  votes  have  been  cast  un- 
der a  misunderstanding  of  the  facts  relating  to 
some  incidents  in  the  record  of  Mr.  Keith,  which 
a  little  time  for  investigation  might  clear  up  or 
confirm,  and  it  would  be  but  justice  to  Mr. 
Keith,  and  to  those  who  would  be  glad 
to  vote  for  him  here,  to  allow  a  little 
more  time  tor  investigation'and  consideration.  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  if  he  has 
any  objection  to  the  special  assignment  to  next 
week. 

Mr.  Coe— This  whole  matter  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Council.  If  they  desire  it  to  go  over,  they 
will  so  vote.  I  don't  agree  with  tne  genrleman 
.  that  the  Ci  uncil  have  voted  without  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Keith's  record.  They  have  voted,  having 
that  knowledge.  I  will  leave  the  question  of 
po>tponeraent  to  be  decided  by  the  Council.  I 
should  not  be  willing  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  letting  it  go  over. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
consider will  prevail,  for  two  or  three  reasons, 
which  I  will  try  to  present  very  briefly.  The  pro- 
cess by  which  Mr.  Keith's  confirmation  has  been 
defeated  on  the  yea  and  nay  ballot  is  one  which 
is  usually  denominated  a  "still  huut."  It  has 
been  very  quietly  kept  in  two  circles  and  passed 
round,  I  suspect,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
come  to  my  knowledge;  and  I  think  I  un- 
derstand most  of  the  reasons  urged  against 
Mr.  Keith  why  his  appointment  should  not 
be  confirmed.  They  have  not  been  stated 
here  in  the  Council.  Of  course,  it  is  not  a 
very  agreeable  duty  to  answer  anything  until  it 
is  alleged.  It  would  not  certainly  be  agreeable 
for  me  to  take  up  the  various  stories  that  have 
been  current,  and  discuss  them  here,  unless  some 
one  is  bold  enough  to  assert  them,  and  brave 
enough  in  his  use  of  them  to  state  them  to  the 
Council,  so  that  they  can  be  refuted  if  not  true. 
I  do  not  think  our  course  this  evening  comports 
with  the  action  of  this  Council  in  regard  to  other 
elections  and  confirmations  which  have  taken 
place,    or     with     the     rule    which     has     been 
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tacitly  adopted  iu  regard  to  tbem  in  gen- 
eral. "Where  the  name  comes  before  us 
of  a  gentleman  who  is  already  the  incumbent 
of  an  office,  and  there  are  no  charges  against 
him  sufficient  to  warrant  aji  investigation  into 
his  conduct,  or  to  warrant  his  rejection  if  his 
name  came  up  as  a  new  appointment  for  that 
office,  it  is  the  rule  and  custom  here  to  either 
reelect  him  to  the  office  or  confirm  him  on  the 
Mayor's  nomination.  I  do  not  understand  the 
force  of  any  reasoning  which  leads  the  Council 
in  this  instance  to  breakover  that  rule.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  a  tacit,  if  not.  an  ex- 
pressed rule,  that  where  the  Mayor  sends 
in  a  nomination  for  an  office,  which  it  is  in  his 
discretion  to  select  the  person  for,  the  City  Coun- 
cil, as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the  executive  head 
of  the  city,  will  confirm  that  nomination,  unless- 
there  are'very  clear  reasons  for  non-confirmation. 
At  any  rate  gentlemen,  are  bold  enough  to  standi 
up  and  allege  them  in  open  Council  or  Board  and 
make  them  appear  strong  enough  either  to  have 
required  an  investigation  into  his  official  con- 
duct, or  else  to  have  caused  the  rejection  of  his 
name,  if  it  were  brought  up  for  the  first  time. 
Mr.  Keith  has  held  the  office  of  member 
of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three  years.  He 
is  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office.  I  do  not 
understand  any  rule  that  can  govern  my  conduct 
here  that  does  not  lead  me  to-  vote  for  his  confir- 
mation. I  think  the  reason  why  many  gentlemen 
may  not  have  voted  for  him  is  on  account  of 
stories  circulated  against  him,  which  are  as  base- 
less as  they  are  malicious;  stories  of  which  I 
know  some  of  the  facts,  and  others  of  which  I 
know  most  of  the  facts,  by  patient  investiga- 
tion, are  baseless,  and  will  be  proved  to  be 
baseless  on  inquiry  and  a  fair,  candid  ex- 
amination. Personal  prejudices  have  entered 
into  this  matter.  There  is  a  petty  and  personal 
political  matter  entering  into  it,  if  I  am  not 
■wrongly  informed;  and  1  think,  sir,  on  the  per- 
sonal consideration  of  the  subject  I  have  been 
able  to  give  it  in  the  few  minutes  since  I  have 
found  out  that  the  opposition  here  has  taken  such 
serious  hold,  that,  upon  all  considerations,  the 
friends  of  Mr.Keith,  and  Mr.  Keith  as  an  officer  of 
the  City  Government,  are  at  least  entitled  to  the 
consideration  of  having  his  name  before  the 
Council  one  week  belore  it  is  summarily  rejected. 
I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider  will  prevail,  and 
that  the  matter  may  be  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting,  or  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table 
until  some  further  consideration  can  be  had. 

Mr.  Hea.ly  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  reconsidera- 
tion will  not  prevail.  In  support  of  that  I  shall 
at  the  present  time  allege  but  one  reason,  and 
that  I  think  is  sufficient  for  toe  mind  of  any  one 
who  desires  that  auv  nrofession  or  calling  in  life 
shall  be  represented  by  men  who  have  its  best  in- 
terests at  heart,  and  that  the  men  who  dishonor 
their  profession  should  not  hold  office  in  the  City 
Government.  Before  Mr.  Keith  became  an  officer 
of  the  City  Government  he  had  some  two  hundred 
and  more  cases  against  the  city  of  Boston,  arising 
from  transactions  in  West  Roxbury  prior  to  an- 
nexation. These  cases  depended  upon  the  same 
point  of  law,  and  the  trial  of  ore  or  two  of  them 
would  have  settled  the  whole  principle.  "When  a 
member  of  the  bar  has  such  cases  against  a  pri- 
vate person  or  against  a  corporation,  it  is  not  a 
practice  of  honorable  practitioners  to  enter  all 
those  cases  merely  for  the  sake  of  costs,  which  he 
may  legally,  but  not  professionally,  take  to  him- 
self thereby.  This  question  was  investigated  last 
year  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  I  beg  leave 
to  read  their  report,  which  was  made  after 
due  deliberation.  It  will  be  found  m  the  City 
Council  minutes  of  1878,  page  301.  It  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Richardson  of  Ward  10,  and  makes 
the  following  statements: 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, the  Committee  on  Claims  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  statement  of  facts  in  relation  to  the 
claims  of  the  West  Roxbury  laborers  against  the 
city  of  Boston : 

In  the  month  of  ■  eeember,  1873,  prior  to  the  an- 
nexation of  West  Roxbury  to  Boston,  one  of  the 
selectmen  of  the  town  employed  about  225  men  to- 
repair  Centre  str  t ,  near  the  soldiers'  monument. 
These  men  worked  five  days,  some  being  employed 
upon  the  street  and  others  in  taking  gravel  from 
a  bank  and  carting  it  to  where  the  lepairs  were 
being;  made.  There  was  a  dispute  between  the 
Selectmen  in  regard  to  making  the  repairs  and 
the  members  of  the  board,  who  were  opposed  to 
doing  the  work,  held  a  meeting  the  next  day  after 
the  work  was  commenced  and  voted  to  discharge 


the  men.  The  Selectman  who  employed  the  men 
refused  to  order  them  to  stop  work,  and  upon  the 
fifth  day  after  they  began  a  majority  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  directed  the  police  force  to  dis- 
perse them,  which  was  done  in  the  afternoon  of 
that  day. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  a  few 
days  before  annexation  a  number  of  bills  were 
presented  for  audit,  in  order  to  close  up  the  busi- 
ness of  the  town.  It  appears  that  it  was  cus- 
tomary for  the  several  members  of  the  board  to 
examine  such  bills  as  were  presented  and  then 
place  them  in  a  pile  upon  their  table,  and,  after 
ail  the  bills  had  been  examined,  to  pass  a  vote  "to 
approve  sundry  bills."  The  member  of  the  board 
who  employed'tlie  laborers  claims  that  he  placed 
their  bills  in  the  pile  with  the  others,  and  that 
they  were  included  in  the  vote  to  approve  sundry 
bills. 

On  the  other  hand,  other  members  of  the  board 
claim  that  the  bills  were  removed  from  the  pile 
before  the  vote  was  passed  and  were  not  approved. 
At  all  events  the  chairman  took  possession  of  the 
"bills,  and  they  were  not  paid. 

After  annexation  the  laborers  petitioned  for 
payment  and  had  a  hearing  before  the  Committee 
on  Claims.  They  were  given  leave  to  withdraw, 
for  the  reason  that,  when  they  were  employed, 
there  was  no  money  in  the  town  treasury  appro- 
priated for  repairing  highways,  and,  therefore^ 
the  officers  of  the  town  were  not  authorized  to 
incur  any  liability  for  that  purpose. 

The  laborers  brought  suits  and  three  trials  have 
been  had  before  a  jury.  At  the  first  trial  the  jury 
disagreed.  At  the  second  trial  the  Court  ordered 
a  verdict  for  the  city,  for  the  same  reason  that  the 
petitioners  have  been  given  leave  to  withdraw  by 
the  City  Council.  The  plaintiff  took  exceptions, 
and,  at  the  hearing  before  the  Supreme  Court,  it 
appeared  that  in  1873  the  town  of  West  Roxbury 
voted  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  annexa- 
tion purposes.  This  money  could  not  be  expend- 
ed, as  the  Supreme  Court  had  previously  decided, 
in  another  case,  that  a  town  could  not  legally  ap- 
propriate money  for  such  a  purpose.  The  town, 
therefore,  voted  to  transfer  the  sum  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund,  where  it  remained  when  the  labor- 
ers were  employed.  The  Supreme  Court  decided 
that,  the  money  being  in  the  treasury,  the  select- 
men were  authorized  to  expend  it  for  repairing 
highways,  and  the  plaintiff's  exceptions  were  sus- 
tained. 

There  were  about  225  claims,  and  suit  was  en- 
tered in  every  case.  The  total  amount  claimed  is 
$6862.24,  of  this  §2201.91  is  for  the  original  claims 
and  interest,  and  $4660.33  is  for  costs.  The  plain- 
tiff's counsel  has  actually  paid  out  about  $1074.55, 
leaving  $3585.78  for  constructive  costs,  which  have 
accrued  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  suits 
entered,  although  there  have  been  but  five  trials 
— three  before  a  jury  and  two  in  the  Municipal 
Court  before  a  judge. 

Mr  Keith  did  what  a  lawyer  who  has  regard  for 
his  profession  would  not  do  in  the  case  of  a 
corporation,  or  in  the  case  of  a  private  person,, 
and  the  entries  of  the  cases  were  made  after  he 
was  an  officer  of  the  corporation  against  whom 
the  suits  were  brought. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  did  not  intend  to  say 
a  word  upon  this  subject,  and  should  not  do  so 
but  for  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
21,  who  preceded  my  associate  rrorn  Ward  10.  He 
alluded  to  the  charges  against  Mr.  Keith  as  being 
made  maliciously.  NowT  had  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  in  1878  and  inves- 
tigated this  subject  somewhat.  I  made  certain 
statements  in  writing,  and  otherwise,  which  were 
very  much  to  the  same  effect  as  the  statements 
made  by  my  colleague  from  Ward  10.  1  wish  to 
say  that  I  agree  with  the  statements  he  has  made, 
and  also  to  disclaim  anything  malicious  on  my 
part  in  1878. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  has  used  the  committee's  report  to 
the  best  effect  which  he  could  use  it  for,  and  per- 
haps has  made  a  more  effective  speech  by  binding 
himself  substantially  to  that  report  than  he 
would  have  been  able  to  if  be  had  stated  his  own 
original  views  upon  the  question.  I  do  not  know 
what  evidence  the  committee  had,  or  how  thor- 
oughly they  investigated  the  matter  in  order  to 
find  that  report.  I  do  not  at  this  moment  re- 
member the  constitution  of  the  committee,  and 
therefore  will  make  no  shadow  of  reflection  upon 
the  report  or  upon  the  efforts  of  the  committee  to 
find  truth  in  the  matter.  I  do  rot  know  that  even 
if  the  statements  included  in  that  report,  as 
statements  of  fact,  be  true,  that  it  is  sufficient 
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reason  for  voting  against  a  man  for  any  public 
office,  because  he  did  as  Mr.  Keith  is  found  by 
that  committee  to  have  done.  Perhaps  in  answer 
to  that  report  I  may  be  allowed  to  read  a  brief  por- 
tion of  what  Mr  .Keith  himself  has  said  in  regard  to 
the  settlement  of  those  claims.  I  do  it  in  order 
to  make  my  own  explanation  more  brief,  because 
it  is  set  out  here  in  an  article  from  which  I  will 
read  only  extracts  and  make  them  a  part  of  my 
speech  in  a  terser  way  than  I  could  put  it  per- 
haps. 

After  speaking  of  the  act  annexing  West  Rox- 
bury  and  the  manner  in  which  the  town  paid 
bills,  etc.,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  men  and 
teams  were  employed,  he  says — 

"The  men  and  teams  were  employed  as  directed, 
and  worked  faithfully  for  the  town  in  making 
necessary  repairs  upon  the  highway.  These  men 
would  have  been  paid  by  the  town  but  for  the 
misconduct  of  Mackintosh  in  denying,  in  the  first 
instance,  bis  joint  action  with  Dolan  in  directing 
their  employment,  and,  secondly,  his  refusal  to 
countersign  the  pay  roll,  which  had  been  exam- 
ired  and  approved  by  Dolan  and  Gunning.  There 
were  no  political  reasons  whatever  entering  into 
the  employment  of  these  men,  as  has  been  inti- 
mated. Their  employment  took  place  after  the 
State  and  municipal  elections  had  passed,  and  no 
political  election  or  question  was  pending.  Nor 
is  P.  true  that  there  had  been  no  appropriation 
made  by  the  town  applicable  to  their  payment." 

That  I  think  is  referred  to  in  the  report. 

"Dec.  13,  1374,  the  town  appropriated  $20,000  for 
all  town  purposes,  and  other  appropriatio  s  were 
availnble  for  the  payment  of  thesemen.  The  men 
■were  employed  two  days  after  the  §20,000  appro- 
priation was  made  and  before  any  expenditure 
had  been  made  under  it.  Nor  is  it  true  that  there 
was  no  money  in  the  town  treasury  to  pay  the 
men.  The'town  paid  all  other  outstanding  claims 
against  it,  and  then  paid  over  to  the  City  Treas- 
urer the  balance  on  hand,  which  was  over  S40.HOO 
in  cash!  So  that  the  town  not  only  employed 
these  men  by  its  authorized  agents,  but  it  made 
the  necessary  appropriations  and  furnished  the 
cash  with  which  to  pay  them.  The  town  did  not 
come  into  alliance  with  the  city  as  a  pauper  to  be 
supported,  but  as  a  comely  bride,  bringing  a 
munificent  dower  with  her." 

The  only  point  being  that  though  a  large  sum 
was  required  to  pay  the  claims  of  these  laborers, 
the  city  of  Boston  never  paid  a  cent  from  its 
treasury  to  them,  and  on  the  contrary  it  had  a 
large  bonus  from  which  to  pay  those  bills. 

"These  laborers,  having  failed  to  get  pay  for 
their  labor  of  the  town  after  annexation,  sought 
it  of  the  city.  They  united  in  a  petition  to  the 
City  Government,  in  which  each  man's  claim  was 
set  out  in  detail,  being  told  by  the  Auditor  that 
that  was  the  only  method  of  getting  their  claims 
allowed." 

He  speaks  of  them  as  men.  It  is  a  significant 
fact  that  they  were  not  only  poor  men  and  labor- 
ers who  were  employed,  but  they  were  in  two  or 
three  instances  widows  whose  husbands  had  re- 
cently died,  and  all  they  had  left  were  horses  and 
carts,  and  the  widows  hired  men  to  work  with 
them,  and  make  what  little  they  could.  It  was  a 
case  of  poverty  against  a  corporation,  and  as 
their  time  of  work"  was  short,  their  claims  were 
small. 

"This  petition  was  presented  in  January,  1874, 
soon  after  the  organization  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment. It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  before  which  I  appeared,  in  their  behalf, 
with  some  half-dozen  witnesses,  and  proved  that 
they  were  employed  as  before  stated;  that  they 
•each  did  the  work  claimed  in  repairing  the  high- 
way;  and  that  the  price  charged  was  the  same 
the  town  had  voted  to  pay.  No  pretence  had  then 
been  set  up  of  a  want  of  appropriation  or  lack  of 
funds  to  meet  these  claims.  The  witnesses  frank- 
ly answered  all  questions  asked  by  the  committee, 
and  when  through,  no  one  appearing  to  oppose 
-their  claims,  they  were  told  to  retire  and  the 
-committee  would  consider  their  petition.  The 
next  information  they  had  as  to  the  action  of  the 
committee  on  their  petition  was  a  report  of  leave 
to  withdraw  in  the  published  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen." 

That  I  think  showed  that  Mr.  Keith  used  his 
best  endeavors  to  obtain  a  settlement  with  these 
laborers  in  the  usual  honorable  and  fair  course, 
by  coming  to  the  City  Government  for  them  when 
their  coming  had  failed  to  reach  the  Government. 
He  came  before  the  Government  and  pressed  his 
claim  there. 

"Upon  inquiry  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 


for  an  explanation  of  the  action  of  the  commit- 
tee, I  was  referred  to  the  chairman  of  a  sub-com- 
mittee, to  which,  he  said,  the  matter  had  been 
confided.  Upon  inquiry  of  the  chairman  of  the 
sub-committee,  he  informed  me  'that  after  the 
petitioners  were  heard,  they  had  another  meeting, 
at  which  witnesses  appeared  and  told  a  very  dif- 
ferent story  from  that  told  by  the  petitioners.' 
When  I  expressed  surprise  that  witnesses,  in  op- 
position to  the  claims,  had  been  heard  without 
notice  to  the  petitioners,  and  inquired  why 
I  was  not  notified  of  the  hearing,  I  was 
told  that  it  was  not  the  custom  of  the  com- 
mittee to  give  such  notice.  When  I  inquired 
who  the  witnesses  were,  and  what  was  their  tes- 
timony on  which  leave  to  withdraw  was  given,  I 
was  told  I  would  have  to  see  the  clerk  of  the 
eommittee,  who  kept  the  minutes  of  their  testi- 
mony, to  learn  that.  When  I  applied  to  the  clerk, 
he  said  he  could  not  show  me  the  minutes  with- 
out permission  of  the  chairman,  and  when  I  ap- 
plied to  the  chairman  for  permission  it  was  re- 
fused. I  then  remonstrated  against  the  illegali- 
ty and  injustice  of  such  treatment,  and  was  told, 
if  I  thought  the  petitioners  could  maintain  their 
claims,  I  could  bring  suits  to  enforce  them;  I 
replied  that  they  were  poor  and  could  not 
afford  the  expense  of  litigation;  that,  if  suits 
were  brought,  the  costs  would  be  more  than 
the  whole  debt;  but  I  could  make  no  impression. 
The  city  then  stood  in  this  position:  that,  having 
received  from  the  town  of  West  Roxbury  §40,000 
as  trustee,  to  pay  these  very  claims,  it  first  tram- 
pled upon  that' provision  of  the  bill  of  rights, 
that  declares  that  every  citizen  'shall  have  the 
right  to  meet  the  witnesses  against  him  face  to 
face,  and  to  be  fully  heard  in  his  defence';  and 
then  repudiated  their  obligations  assumed  in  the 
acceptance  of  the  act  of  annexation.  The  alter- 
natire  was  thus  presented,  of  either  abandoning 
these  claims  altogether  or  commencing  suits  to 
enforce  their  payment.  The  petitioners  insisted 
upon  the  latter  course.  Each  man's  claim,though 
depending  upon  essentially  the  same  state  of 
facts,  was  independent  in  its  character  and  could 
only  be  enforced  by  a  separate  suit." 

I  think  my  friend  from  Ward  10  will  admit  that 
as  a  lawyer. 

"Accordingly  suits  were  brought  on  all  of  the 
claims;  not  to  make  costs,  as  has  been  alleged, 
but  to  enforce  payment.  The  suits  were  brought 
Feb.  24, 1874." 

The  suits  that  were  brought  were  pending 
alnmst  long  enough  lor  those  claims  to  have  ex- 
pired by  the  statute  of  limitations  while  the  legal 
questions  were  being  decided.  There  was  a  pros- 
pect at  that  time  that  if  the  city,  with  that  per- 
sistence which  sometimes  characterizes  the  coun- 
sel for  the  city,  contested  these  claims,  it  might 
be  five  or  six  years  before  judgment  could  be 
reached  on  one  or  two  of  the  suits,  and  therefore 
to  save  tne  claims  from  being  barred  by  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations,  be  brought  the  suits  so  that 
these  laborers  should  not  lose  their  rights  by  rea- 
son of  the  suits  not  having  been  brought  to  save 
them. 

"Eleven  of  then  being  for  sums  above  §20  were 
brought  in  the  Superior  Court,  and  two  hundred 
being  for  sums  under  §20  were  brought  in  the 
Municipal  Court.    The  suits  in  the  latter  court — " 

Mr.  Wheeler — Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  a 
single  question  ]ust  on  this  point  in  relation  to 
bringing  suits  for  S20  in  the  Superior  Court  ?  I 
would  ask  him  if  it  is  customary  for  lawyers  to 
bring  suits  where  the  amount  of  the  claim'is  but 
a  little  above  §20,  in  the  Superior  Court,  ami  also 
if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  costs  are  very  much  larger 
in  the  Superior  Court  than  in  the  Municipal 
Court  ? 

Mr.  Pratt— The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  ought 
to  know  as  a  lawyer,  and  would  have  known  in 
this  connection,  if  he  were  as  wide  awake  as  he  is 
honest,  that  where  the  claim  is  disputed  upon 
questions  of  law,  and  the  plaintiff  knows  that  the 
question  will  be  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  in 
any  event,  it  is  a  graceful  and  merciful  way  to 
briDg  the  suit  in  as  high  a  court  as  he  can,  and 
not  bring  it  in  the  Municipal  Court,  and  let  it 
go  to  judgment  and  costs  there,  and  then  let  it  go 
to  the  Superior  Court  and  accumulate  the  costsof 
two  courts  instead  of  one.  That  was  the  position 
they  were  in.  These  suits  were  to  be  brought  to 
the  Supreme  Court  any  way.  If  bi ought  in  the 
Superior  Court  they  we're  one  step  nearer  the  Su- 
preme Court  than'  if  brought  in  the  Municipal 
Court. 

"The  suits  iu  the  latter  [the  Superior]  court 
were  first  reached  for  trial,  and  the  first  six  cases 
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were  tried  in  July,  1874,  before  Judge  Parmenter, 
occupying  three  days,  and  resulted  in  a  verdict  in 
each  case  tor  the  plaintiff.  These  trials  first  dis- 
closed the  nature  of  the  defence.  It  was  not  a 
defence  upon  the  merits,  but  technical  in  all  re- 
spects. The  city  took  an  appeal  in  all  six  cases, 
and  entered  them  in  the  next  Superior  Court." 

There  were  six  cases  tried  already.  As  a  matter 
of  record,  I  presume  Mr.  Keith  would  n't  publish 
a  statement  in  the  Herald  that  was  not  correct.  I 
have  known  him  many  years— he  lives  in  my 
ward — and  I  should  take  his  statement  to  be  true 
whether  verifiable  by  the  record  or  not.  He  con- 
tinues: 

"Seeing  the  city  was  bound  to  carry  the  cases 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  I  did  not  insist'upon  trials 
at  that  time  of  the  other  cases  in  the  lower  court, 
as  I  might  have  done,  but  let  them  remain  where 
they  were  without  any  accumulation  of  costs  from 
that  time  forward  for  nearly  four  years  " 

The  gentlemen  here  who  are  lawyers  understand 
the  three-term  rule  in  the  Municipal  Court,  and 
although  about  200  of  these  suits  were  entered 
and  remained  in  the  Municipal  Court  four  years, 
they  were  not  bearing  costs  except  for  perhaps 
three  or  four  weeks  of  that  time.    He  says — 

"If  it  had  been  my  purpose  to  accumulate  costs 
against  the  city,  as  has  been  charged,  I  could 
have  insisted  upon  trials  in  all  of  the  remaining 
cases,  and  the  city  would  have  been  obliged  to 
enter  appeals  to  the  Superior  Court  in  order  to 
get  a  decision  upon  them  in  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  and  the  costs  would  then  have  been  above 
$20,000,  instead  of  some  §4800.  But  I  had  confi- 
dence in  the  legality  as  well  as  the  justice  of  the 
claim,  and  was  willing  they  should  be  tested  as 
speedily  and  inexpensively  as  practicable.  The 
cases  originally  entered  in  the  Superior  Court 
were  reached  for  trial  at  the  October  term,  1874, 
but  trial  was  postponed  to  the  January  term,  1875, 
on  the  motion  of  the  city.  At  the  last  named 
term  the  first  .iury  trial  was  had  before  Judge 
Putnam,  lasting  three  days  and  resulting  in  a  dis- 
agreement." 

The  time  for  debate  on  a  motion  to  reconsider 
having  expired,  oh  motion  of  Mr.  Healy  of  Ward 
10  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  thank  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  and  the  Council  for  the  courtesy.  I  will  try  to 
be  very  brief  in'conclusion.  Mr.  Keith  continues— 

"At  the  April  term  a  second  trial  was  had  be- 
fore Judge  Wilkinson,  and  when  the  evidence 
was  all  iii  on  both  sides,  he  ruled  that  the  action 
could  not  be  maintained;  and  the  evidence,  with 
all  the  points  raised  by  the  defence,  was  reported 
to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court.  It  having  been 
agreed  that  this  should  be  a  test  case,  decisive  of 
all  the  cases,  no  other  trials  were  sought  .while 
this  was  pending  in  the  upper  court.  Sept.  8, 
1876,  a  rescript  was  sent  down  from  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  sustaining  the  plaintiff  's  excep- 
tions, and  overruling  Judge  Wilkinson  on  all  the 
questions  raised  by  the  defendant.  The  decision 
was  so  lull  that  it  practically  settled  the  right  of 
the  plaintiffs  to  recover  in  all  the  several  suits; 
but  the  counsel  tor  the  city  insisted  on  a  trial  un- 
der the  law  as  held  by  the  full  court.  The  plain- 
tiffs were  ready  at  the  October  and  January  terms 
following,  but  the  cases  were  continued  on  mo- 
tion of  the  city.  At  the  April  term,  1877,  a  trial 
was  again  had  before  Judge  Wilkinson  and  re- 
sulted in  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff." 

That  was  the  ninth  trial  had. 

"The  city  then  filed  exceptions  to.  Judge  Wil- 
kinson's rulings  made  in  conformity  to  the  law  as 
just  before  laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court.  I  have  the  right  to  say  that  these  excep- 
tions were  frivolous  as  well  as  vexatious,  for  when 
they  were  about  to  be  reached  for  hearing,  in 
February  last,  they  were  waived  and  judgment 
was  entered  for  the  plaintiff  on  the  verdict.  I 
now  certainly  expected  a  prompt  settlement  of 
all  of  the  cases;  this  test  case  having  been  finally 
decided,  the  counsel  for  the  city  informed  me 
that  we  should  have  to  try  some  more  cases, 
as  lie  thought  the  facts  might  be  different 
in  some  of  the  other  cases.  I  accordingly 
put  all  of  the  cases  in  all  of  the  courts  on 
the  trial  list,  and  ten  cases  were  set  down  for 
trial  in  the  lower  court,  and  the  counsel 
for  the  city  was  permitted  to  select  any  one 
of  them  for  trial,  to  test  the  question,  whether 
the  facts  were  different.  The  trial  resulted  again 
in  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff.  The  counsel  for  the 
city  now  seemed  convinced  that  he  had  exhaust- 
ed all  means  of  defence,  and  wanted  to  know 
what  I  would  settle  the  cases  for,  without  further 
trials.    I  told  him  I  would  settle  for  the  amount 


actually  due;  the  debt,  interest  and  taxed  costs  of 
court;  and,  at  his  request,  I  had  the  clerks  of  the 
courts  tax  tip  the  costs,  and  gave  him  the  amount. 
Out  of  this  incident  has  been  manufactured  the 
story  that  I  presented  the  city  with  a  bill  of  $3000- 
or  $4000  for  my  services,  and  insisted  upon  its 
payment.  I  have  presented  no  bill  to  the  city  for 
services  in  connection  with  these  cases,  nor 
have  I  had  any  negotiations  with  the  City  Gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  them  since  it  remanded 
me  to  the  courts  for  my  remedy.  The  courts, 
and  the  courts  alone,  have  furnished  the  rem- 
edy, and  enforced  the  obligations  which  the  City 
Government  repudiated.  By  the  arrangement  to 
settle  the  cases  without  taking  out  executions  the 
city  was  saved  several  hundred  dollars  in  clerks' 
and  sheriffs'  fees,  as  well  as  the  labor  of  making 
over  200  settlements  and  entries  upon  the  books 
of  the  city.  Exception  has  been  taken  to  my  con- 
nection with  these  suits,  because  I  am  a  member 
of  the  board  of  Health.  The  objectors  ignore  the 
fact  that  these  suits  were  brought  more  than 
three  years  before  I  became  a  member  of  the 
Board.  Indeed,  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court,  and  the  subsequent  trial  by 
jury,  which  ought  to  have  finally  settled 
the  cases,  were  all  had  before  I  became  a 
member  of  the  board.  The  last  thirteen  months 
of  procrastination,  in  the  final  settlement  of  the 
cases,  has  only  resulted  in  greatly  increasing  the 
costs,  by  no  fault  of  mine,  for  I  have  constifntly 
striven  to  end  them,  so  that  I  might  pay  the  la- 
borers their  wages.  Since  I  have  been  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Health  I  have  brought  no  suit 
against  the  city.  It  has  been  said  that  the  city 
was  willing  now,  after  trials  in  all  the  courts,  to 
pay  the  laborers  their  wages,  but  not  willing  to 
pay  the  costs  of  court.  Indeed,  the  city  had  the 
opportunity  to  do  just  that  more  than  four  years 
ago.  It  should  have  thought  of  this  then,  and 
paid  what  its  officials  now  so  graciously  offer,  and 
thus  have  saved  this  expense.  It  would 
have  better  pleased  the  laborers,  and  at 
the  same  time  have  preserved  its  rep- 
utation for  fair  dealing.  The  comments 
made  on  these  costs  show  that  some  of  the  parties 
making  them  suppose  the  costs  are  somehow 
charged  up  by  counsel,  instead  of  being  fixed  by 
statute,  and  taxed  by  the  court.  They  are  an  in- 
cident of  the  suit,  anil  recovered  by  the  prevailing 
party,  whether  plaintiff  or  defendant.  These 
critics  seem  also  to  be  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 
the  city  ordinances  declare  that  the  City  Solicit- 
ors 'shall  be  entitled  to  receive  and  retain,  for 
their  own  use,  the  legal  taxable  costs  which  may 
be  received  of  the  adverse  party,  in  suits  and 
prosecutions,  when  the  city  may  recover  the 
same,  according  to  the  practice  of  courts,  to  be 
divided  among  them  in  the  proportion  of  their 
respective  salaries.'  I  have  never  known,  in  my 
practice,  these  solicitors  to  abate  the  taxed  costs 
in  a  case  decided  in  favor  of  the  city,  nor  any 
want  of  alacrity  in  collecting  and  applying  them 
to  their  own  use,  though  they  are  paid  for  their 
services  by  stipulated  salaries,  and  have  their 
office  rent  and  expenses  paid  by  the  city." 

Then  in  regard  to  costs,  he  says — 

"It  has  been  said  that  the  city  was  willing  to  pay 
a  reasonable  compensation  in  lieu  of  taxed  costs; 
that  these  costs,  after  deducting  actual  cash  pay- 
ments made  by  the  counsel  for  plaintiffs,were  some 
$3000;  that  this  was  an  exorbitant  compensa- 
tion, etc.  Probably  those  asserting  this  think  it 
a  mere  pastime  to  bring,  docket,  enter  and  at- 
tend to  two  hundred  and  eleven  suits  in  all  the 
courts  for  four  years;  to  prepare  for  trial  and 
try  as  many  times  as  stated;  get  ready  for  trial  as 
many  times  more,  when  no  trial  could  be  had; 
and  during  all  that  time  have  all  those  plaintiffs 
in  urgent  need  of  the  small  pittance  due  them, 
clamoring  for  their  money  and  inquiring  when  it 
would  be  paid.  The  innocent  souls  who  think  so 
are  welcome  to  try  it.  For  myself,  hav- 
ing tried  it,  1  would  not  repeat  the  ex- 
perience for  double  I  he  sum  deemed  so  extrava- 
gant. Why,  the  whole  $3000  would  not  even  pay 
my  office  rent  during  these  four  years,  to  say 
nothing  of  compensation  for  my  services.  But  I 
did  not  undei  take  these  suits  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  making  money  out  of  them.  I  knew  that 
was  impossible.  The  men  were  nearly  all  too 
poor  to  pay  even  the  sheriffs'  fees  and  clerks' 
fees,  and  there  were  at  least  two  widows  among 
the  plantiffs  whose  husbands  had  died,  leaving 
them  a  horse  and  cart,  and  they  had  hired  a  man 
to  drive  it,  in  doing  this  work  for  the  town,  hop- 
ing thereby  to  get  a  small  sum  toward  the  support 
of  their  families.    When  these  poor  people  were 
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denied  their  rights,  I  felt  that  a  great  wrong  was 
done  thern,  and  my  study  was,  not  how  to  make 
money  out  ot  them  or  out  of  the  city,  but  how  to 
enforce  their  rights  with  the  least  expense  to 
them." 

I  will  not  read  the  remainder  of  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Keith,  which  was  published  June  22, 1878, 
in  the  Boston  Herald.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  on 
the  whole  view  of  this  case,  that  there  was  a  case 
where  there  were  claims  of  225  people  to  be  paid 
for  wages  in  small  amounts,  and  where  the  city 
for  some  quibble  declined  to  pay  them;  where  an 
effort  was  made  by  them  individually  to  get  their 
payments,  and  when  tuat  failed  they  tried  collec- 
tively to  get  their  payments,  and  when  they  had 
failed  again  they  went  to  Mr.  Keith,  a  well-known 
lawyer  in  active  practice,  who  is  somewhat  known 
for  his  success  in  winning  hard  suits,  and  em- 
ployed him  to  obtain  for  them  what  redress  he 
could.  He  took  the  matter  up  for  them,  came  be- 
fore the  City  Government  and  tried  the  case  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Claims.  He  went  away 
with  the  suggestion  from  the  committee  that  he 
might-  resort  to  the  courts.  He  resorted  to  the 
courts,  and  as  a  prudent  attorney  entered  suit  in 
all  those  claims  so  that  there  should  be  no  charge 
of  laches  against  him.  He  carried  all  those  suits 
through  the  courts;  tried  cases  in  the  Municipal, 
Superior  and  Supreme  courts,  he  got  ready  for 
trials  of  cases,  and  the  counsel  for  the  city 
was  not  ready ;  he  had  all  the  vexation  and  trouble 
which  lawyers  know  are  incident  to  suits  wheth- 
er small  or  larae,  for  four  years,  and  advanced 
money  to  pay  the  clerks'  and  sheriffs'  fees  for 
these'laborers  who  were  not  able  to  pay  for  his 
services.  When  he  got  through,  and  all  along, 
he  showed  his  disposition  not  to  accumulate 
costs,  by  the  fact  that  he  put  only  those  cases  on 
trial  demanded  by  the  counsel  for  the  city;  he 
allowed  the  suits  to  remain  in  the  lower  court 
without  costs;  he  settled  only  for  those  costs 
taxed  by  the  clerks  the  legal  statute  fees.  If 
those  costs  did  make  three  thousand  dollars  for 
four  years  in  two  hundred  and  twenty-rive  suits, 
more"than  the  money  he  had  aetuallypaid  out,  I 
do  not  think  that  is  such  an  exorbitant  sum  as 
has  been  received  by  many  a  city  official,  or  by 
many  a  candidate  for  high  public  offices  whom 
we  have  all  honored  with  our  votes.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  case  of  any  criminal  offence,. or  any 
offence  against  good  morals  It  may  be  that  a 
man  of  another  judgment  or  another  tempera- 
ment might  have  tempered  justice  with  mercy  a 
little  further  than  Mr.  Keith  did,  and  insisted  up- 
on receiving  less  of  the  costs.  It  may  be  so.  I  think 
ver\  likely  my  friend  from  Ward  10  is  so  consci- 
entious he  would  have  carefully  estimated  how 
much  it  had  cost  him,  not  only  for  mone~  ex- 
pended but  for  interest  on  it,  and  for  the  time 
occupied,  and  he  would  have  been  too  conscien- 
tious to  have  taken  anything  more  than  he  was 
fairly  entitled  to  without  regard  to  the  condition! 
of  the  statute  law.  Mr.  Keith  took  the  $3000  for 
services  rendered  before  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  settled  up  this  case  in  an 
honorable  way,  as  any  honorable  counsel  will  do 
when  he  has  retired  from  the  practice  of  law  and 
settled  cases  commenced  before  he  retired.  I 
submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  Coucil  whether,  on 
those  facts,  it  is  not  a  little  too  weak,  or  a  little 
too  thin,  a  subterfuge  to  cover  something  else,  to 
allege  a  charge  like  this  in  order  to  defeat  his 
confirmation  under  the  circumstances  I  have 
stated.  I  beg  the  pardon  of  the  Council  for  hav- 
ing taken  so  much  time,  but  I  thought  it  would 
be  no  more  than  justice  to  the  gentleman  whose 
name  was  under  discussion  to  allow  his  statement 
of  the  facts  in  the  case  to  stand  side  by  side  with 
the  remarks  which  have  been  made. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6— I  do  not  wish  to  move 
the  previous  question,  but  seeing  there  is  a  dis- 
position to  answer  the  gentlemen  who  has  just 
spoken,  I  would  move  that  the  vote  on  reconsid- 
eration be  taken  at  ten  minutes  to  eleven  unless 
sooner  reached. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Healy — I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Council  much  longer,  but  it  seems  to  me  what 
has  been  advanced  by  the  gentleman  who  pre- 
ceded me  is  simply  an  argument  that  if  a  bride 
has  a  rich  dower,  you  may  take  off  what  you 
please,  and  if  you  have  been  rapacious  it  is  a 
great  merit  to  have  been  no  more  rapacious.  As 
to  the  argument  that  these  suits  had  to  be  entered 
to  prevent  the  effect  of  the  statute  of  limitations, 
1  would  simply  say  to  the  non-professional  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  that  the  statute  of  limitations 
precludes  a  man  from  collecting  a  debt  unless  he_ 


sues  upon  it  within  six  years.  These  cases  of  ac- 
tion accrued  in  December,  1873,  and  the  laborer 
who  claimed  compensation  would  not  have  been 
precluded  by  the  statute  of  limitation  from 
obtaining  it  had  he  delayed  bringing  suit 
until  December,  1879.  This'  committee's  re- 
port was  made  by  Aldermen  Stebbins.  Har- 
ris and  Faunce,  and  by  Councilmen  Richard- 
son of  Ward  10,  Mowry  of  Ward  11,  Macdonald 
of  Ward  12,  Sampson  of  Ward  18,  and  Plimpton  of 
Ward  21,  after  careful  consideration.  The  case 
stands  as  1  said  before.  There  were  but  three 
jury  trials.  The  city  did  what  was  proper  to  as- 
certain the  facts  aire1  the  law  before  the  ]ury. 
The  whole  thing  could  have  been  settled  by  the 
trial  of  a  few  test  cases,  and  the  action  of  the 
counsel  for  the  laborers  was  unprofessional,  and 
such  as  will  preclude  me  from  giving  him  my  vote 
this  evening. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  if  the  laborers  were  sent  away  from 
the  City  Council  with  a  refusal  of  payment,  and 
the  suggestion  that  they  might  resort  to  the 
courts,  whether  there  was  any  way  to  recover  the 
payment.of  each  individual  claim  without  bring- 
ing an  individual  suit  upon  each  claim  '? 

Mr.  Healy — In  response  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21,  I  understand  that  there  was  such  a  way 
in  this  case.  It  was  simply  desired  to  ascertain 
the  law  and  the  facts  which"covered  the  whole  set 
of  cases,  and  the  settlement  of  a  few  test  cases 
would  have  settled  the  whole  amount;  that  if  a 
eounsel  has  two  bundled  odd  claims  to  bring 
against  a  corporation  or  person  which  ean  be  set- 
tled by  a  few  test  cases,  1  think  I  know  of  but  few 
gentlemen  at  the  bar  who  would  bring  more  than 
a  few  suits,  except  compelled  by  the  statute  of 
limitations. 

Mr.  Pratt— If  the  gentleman  will  allow  ire  to 
ask  one  other  question;  that  is,  if  on  the  practice  he 
speaks  of  bringing  a  few  test  suits  in  order  to 
settle  a  number  of  cases,  is  it  not  always  done 
where  both  sides  are  ready  to  consent  to  it,  and 
by  an  agreement  of  both  parties,  and  not  where 
one  of  the  parties  persistently  refuses  to  consent 
to  it? 

Mr.  Williams— As  I  understand,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Keith,  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  has  been  sent  to  us  for  confirmation.  I 
cannot  make  out  from  the  discussion  that  he  has 
been  remiss  in  the  duties  of  the  office  which  he 
has  held.  I  have  understood  from  those  in  con- 
tact with  him  that  he  has  done  his  work  well 
since  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Health.  I  should  hope  that  this  reconsideration 
will  prevail  in  order  that  we  may  find  out  how  he 
has  performed  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  whether  these  charges  are 
sufficient  to  justify  us  in  not  confirming  the  ap- 
pointment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  made  up  my  mind 
when  the  vote  was  announced  it  would  be  useless 
to  attempt  to  change  the  result  tonight,  and  that 
the  nomination  had  been  rejected  for  the  present. 
But  when  the  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  and 
lay  upon  the  table,  I  was  also  opposed  to  it  from 
my  own  views  in  regard  to  the  Board  of  Health. 
But  since  I  have  listened  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  I  think  perhaps  the  Council  will  do  well 
to  lay  it  upon  the  table  for  the  present,  as  I  un- 
derstand serious  chaiges  have  been  made  against 
Mr.  Keith  m  his  professional  capacity.  As  a  gen- 
tleman has  stated  in  another  case,  there  were 
other  remedies.  But  it  seems  to  me  the  gentle- 
man should  have  brought  his  charges  before  some 
tribunal  other  than  this  Council.  What  do  we 
know  about  the  niceties  of  the  legal  profession, 
and  what  it  is  customary  and  proper  for  a  man  to 
charge  after  he  has  tried  a  dozen  cases  and  car- 
ried the  matter  over  three  or  four  years  from 
court  to  court  ?  I  am  sure  for  one  that  I  know 
nothing  about  it.  I  should  like  to  have  the  mat- 
ter go  oper  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  of  some 
member  of  the  bar  to  ascertain  whether  these 
charges  are  so  serious.  With  all  respect  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  especially  from  the 
fact  that  another  gentleman  of  the  same  name 
stands  higher  that  himself,  I  think  we  ought  not 
to  accept  his  opinion  upon  points  of  pi  ofessional 
etiquette  which  members  of  the  bar  only  under- 
stand. For  myself,  1  propose  to  consult  my  own 
lawyer  to  know  whether  these  charges  are  rea- 
sonable. It  seems  to  me  the  charge  should  have 
been  made  before  the  Bar  Association,  and  an  at- 
tempt made  to  expel  him.  But  to  try  Mr.  Keith 
before  this  Council  upon  a  matter  of  professional 
etiquette  is  unreasonable.  Yet  to  do  justice  to 
both  parties,  I  intend  to  consult  some  grave  and 
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venerable  member  of  the  bar  to  see  whether  the 
charges  were  right  or  not.  Certainly  I  do  not 
think  Mr.  Keith  was  overpaid.  For  the  service 
performed,  1  do  not  think  his  charge  was  very 
great.  In  order  to  consider  it  still  further,  I  hope 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  will  prevail.  I 
think  all  gentlemen,  who  like  myself,  are  ignorant 
on  such  matters,  would  like  to  find  out  what 
their  own  legal  advisers  think  of  such  amatter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  the  question  of  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Coe— I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  reconsidera- 
tion, and  hope  it  will  be  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock. 

Bridge  Commissioner. 

Report  nominating  and  certificate  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Frederic  W.  Lincoln  as  Commissioner  of 
Prison  Point  Bridge.  Report  accepted,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  an  election  ordered.  Committee — 
Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  17,  McNamara  of  Ward 
19  and  Christal  of  Ward  8.  Fifty-eight  votes  were 
cast,  of  which  Mr.  Lincoln  received  fifty-three. 
Three  ballots  were  marked  yes,  and  two  were 
marked  for  Assistant  Assessors. 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

.Superintendent  of  Public   Lands. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Robert  W.  Hall  as 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands,  in  place  of 
Charles  S.  Perharn,  chosen  by  this  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  an  elec- 
tion was  ordered. 

Air.  Coe  of  Ward  23 — I  have  received  a  note 
from  Mr.  Perham,  in  which  he  says  he  is  exceed- 
ingly obliged  to  this  Council  for  having  given  him 
a  handsome  vote  three  times  in  succession  when 
he  did  not  receive  the  nomination;  and  he  desires 
me  to  withdraw  his  name,  which  I  now  do. 

Committee— Messrs.  Jbsrimhec oin  of  Ward  18, 
Pray  of  Ward  5,  and  Rogers  of  Ward  22. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Before  the  ballot  is  finished  I 
wish  to  state  that  1  find  on  my  desk  the  name  of 
George  E.  Learned.  I  hope  some  gentleman  will 
explain  why  this  name  has  been  brought  forward. 
I  have  voted  persistently  against  Mr.  Hall,  and 
now  we  find  another  gentleman  substituted.  I 
hope  those  who  brought  forward  this  name  will 
tell  us  whether  he  is  a  proper  candidate.  The 
withdrawal  of  a  well-known  candidate  may  have 
the  effecl  to  turn  a  large  portion  of  tin- vote  to 
Mr.  Hall  if  some  explanation  is  not  made. 

.Mr    Greenougb  ol  Ward  9—1  did  nut  iiring  for- 
ward the  nine-  of   Mr.   Learned,  but  l  have  re- 
el  such   high  recommendations  of  him  that, 
his  name  having   been   brought  forward,  1  -hail 
votfe  for  him. 

Whole  number  of  votes 00 

Necessary  for  a  chol  e 31 

' .         '     i     Learned  had   31 

i      ier1    W,  Hall 'jo 

Colonel  ll.  Walker l 

isiir  Elosnoslcy 1 

C   s.  Perham 1 

Bl  Mile 1 

Mr.  Learned  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
Sent  ii]i. 

Bridge  Superintendents. 

Report  nominating  the  following-named  per- 
sons as  Superintendents  of  Bridges:  Federal- 
street,  Jacob  Nonas;  Dover-Street,  Angus  Nelson; 
Chelsea-street,  John  Gill;  Charles  River,Joel  R. 
Pa, lan;  Warren,  i  harles  S.  Mar  pie;  Maiden,  John 
Howard;  Broadway,  John  C.  Poole:  Mt,  Washing- 
ton avenue,    Daniel   J.Holland;    .Meridian-street, 

George    Morrison;    C street,     Matthew  J. 

Callahan.  Appended  is  a  minority  report  nomi- 
nating George  II.  Davis  for  Mount  Washington- 
ave Bridge. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Lauten  presented  peti- 
tions  from  officers  of  the  Lewis  Wharf  Tugboat 

Com| v,  T    Wharf  Tugboat  Company,  and  the 

Commercial  Wharl  Tugboat  Company,  in  favor  of 
the  reelection  of  Daniel  .).  Holland  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Mt.  Washington  avenue  Bridge.  Sent 
up. 

Mr.  f'lapp  presented  a  petition  from  the  agents 
and  representatives  <>!  corporations  and  firms 
doing  business  in  Boston,  among  which  were 
Nash,  Spaulding  &  Co  ,  the  Standard  and  Conti- 
nental Sugar  Refinery,  in  favor  of  the  reinstate- 
ment of  George  II.  Davis  as  Superintendent  of 
Alt.  Washington  avenue  Bridge.    Sent  up. 


■Salaries. 

Report,  orders  and  ordinance  to  establish  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  city  for  the  year  be- 
ginning April  1,  1880.  (.City  Doc.  3S.)  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

City  Engineer. 

An  order  came  clown  for  the  Committee  on 
Nomination  of  City  Engineer  to  report  a  suitable 
candidate. 

Air.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order  as  a 
substitute  providing  for  an  amendment  to  the  or- 
dinances to  prevent  the  sudden  termination  of 
such  an  engagement;  but  the  President  rules  it 
could  not  be  entertained  as  an  amendment.  The 
order  for  the  nomination  was  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Later  in  the  session  Air.  Whitmore  renewed  his 
order — That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances be  instructed  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  so  amending  the  ordinance  as  to  obtain  greater 
security  against  the  sudden  termination  of  his 
engagements  by  the  City  Engineer  during  the 
term  for  which  he  has  been  elected. 

Mr.  Whitmore  stated  that  he  had  no  fault  to 
find  with  the  City  Engineer,  who  had  served  the 
city  faithfully  at  a  low  salary,  but  it  had  occurred 
to  him  that  some  provision  might  be  made  to  pre- 
vent such  an  occurrence  again. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  abate  the  nuisance  in  and  adjoining 
the  yard  of  Wall-street  School.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  provide  window  glass  for  the  High  and 
Latin  School  Building,  by  contract  or  otherwise. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  celebration  of  the  Seventeenth  of 
June.  Passed — yeas  57,  nays  0.  Committee — 
Messrs.  Dudley  of  Ward  4,  Pray  of  Ward  5,  Nason 
of  Ward  3.    Sent  up. 

REGULATION     OF     TELEGRAPH     AND     TELEPHONE 
WIRES. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  ) 

Fire  Commissioners,  March  ll,  1880.  ( 

To  Vie  City  Council  <f  the  <it>)  of  Boston:  Gen- 
tlemen— The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  beg 
leave  to  inform  your  honorable  body  that  the 
Governor  has  this  day  signed  an  act  giving  the 
city  of  Boston  authority  to  establish,  by  ordi- 
nance, reasonable  regulations  governing  the  erec- 
tion and  maintenance  of  telegraph  and  telephone 
wires  within  the  limits  of  the  city.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  take  immediate  action  on  this  ques- 
tion (judging  from  the  preparations  that 
are  now  being  made  by  the  telephone  companies 
especially^,  t , >  prevent  the  numerous  wires  that 
ina\  hereafter  be  laid  across  the  streets  and 
buildings  of  the  city  from  coming  in  contact  with 
the  wires  of  the  fire-alarm  department. 

For  the  Hoard  of  Fire  Commissioners. 
John  E.  Fitzgerald,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  bo  requested 
to  report  to  the  City  Council  the  draft  of  an 
ordinance  to  regulate  the  construction  of  tele- 
graph and  telephone  wires,  in  accordance  with 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  on  the  subject,  approved 
the  11th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1880.  Passed.  Sent 
up. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  on  tho 
fires  and  alarms  for  the  month  of  February  was 
received.    Sent  up. 

DECORATION  DAY. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  presented  a  petition  from 
Post  113,  (i.*A.  1!.,  for  leave  to  perform  their  Me- 
morial Day  services  at  the  base  of  the  monument 

on  the  (' non,  on  the  29th    day  of    May,  anil  to 

place  suitable  decorations  near  and  not  upon  the 
monument, ler  the  direction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  that  the  request  be  granted, 
stating  that  a  former  request  having  been  re- 
fused as  to  tho  matter  of  decorating  the  monu- 
ment, their  request  lor  permission  to  hold 
the  services  had  to  he  made. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  that  it  should  bo  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Common,  and  called 
upon  some  member  thereof  for  mi  explanation. 

Mr.  i'aikinan  saw  no  objection  to  granting  the 
petition,  as  the  question  of  holding  services  had 
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not  been  considered  by  the    committee,  but  there 
eould  be  no  objection  to  it. 

The  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  granted.  Sent 
up. 

PETITION  BEFEEEED. 

By  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— Petition  of  Sarab 
C.  Atkinson,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  insecure  condition  of  highway  at  cor- 
ner of  Tremont  and  Church  streets,  Dec.  27, 1879. 
Keferred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

NOMINATIONS. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19  submitted  a  report 
from  the  committee  to  nomimate  directors  for 
East  Boston  ferries,  recommending  the  election 
of  Thomas  L.  Jenks  and  Ebenezer  Adams.  Keport 
accepted.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Dudley  of  Ward  4  submitted  a  report  from 
the  committee  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  a  com- 
missioner of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  Frank  L.  Tileston.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

APPOBTIONMENT  OF  TAXES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  orders 
referred  to  them  in  relation  to  the  apportionment 
of  school  taxes,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

An  Ordinance 
In  addition  to  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  taxes. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors  to  exhibi*  upon  the  tax  bills  for  real 
and  personal  property  the  rate  for  each  one  hun- 
dred dollars  required  for  State,  county  and  city 
taxes  respectively,  and  also  what  proportion  of 
the  rate  for  city  tax  is  rendered  necessary  for  the 
expenditures  lor  public  schools  for  the  year  in 
which  said  tax  is  levied. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Francesca  Cavanaro  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Fleet  streat,  and  Catherine 
Cronin  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by 
a  defect  in  Hanover  street.  Severally  accepted- 
Sent  up. 

EGLESTON-SQUAEE      SCHOOLHOTJSE. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee that  better  drainage  be  provided  for  the 
Egleston-squore  schoolhouse.  Referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.      Sent  up. 

LEGISLATIVE  MATTEKS. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  seventh  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
(City  Doc.  43.)    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  FrePman  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order  that 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  dis- 
continuing the  Department  of  Public  Lands  and 
transferring  the  powers  and  duties  thereto  be- 
longing to  some  other  department  of  the  city. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

SHEEWIN    SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  requested; 
to  take  immediate  action  in  the  matter  of  im- 
proving the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Sherwin 
Schoolhoust- ,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to- 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,, 
Public  Buildings.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Maguire  of 
Ward  19,  and  passed.  A  motion  to  reconsider  was 
lost.    Sent  up. 

MODE  OF  ELECTING   ASSESSOBS. 

Mr.  Blakemore  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order — 
That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances 
be  instructed  to  consider  and  report  what  changes, 
if  any,  are  necessary  or  desirable  in  existing  ordi- 
nances, relating  to  the  election  of  first  and  seconds 
assistant  assessors. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  would  like  to  have  an  explanation 
for  the  passage  of  such  an  order  as  that.  We 
have  already  had  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Assessors  Department,  and  I  should  like  to  know 
what  change  is  desiied. 

Mr.  Blakemore— It  seems  to  me  all  the  members 
of  the  Council  should  understand  the  reason  why 
such  an  order  should  be  offered.  It  must  be  very 
plain  to  all  members  that  the  present  method  of 
electing  Assessors  is  not  a  good  one.    It  seems  to 


me  to  be  a  perfect  farce.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have 
done  my  duty  or  that  I  have  voted  intelligently 
for  the  Assessors  1  have  voted  for.  It  does  seem 
to  me  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  change 
the  method  of  electing  Assessors.  I  supposed 
that  was  plain  to  every  member  of  the  Council. 
I  thought  that  while  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the 
election  was  a  proper  time  to  present  such  an- 
order,  because  we  have  the  case  in  hand  and  ap- 
preciate it  more  keenly.  I  hope  the  order  will  be 
passed. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Blakemore  moved  a  reconsid- 
eration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  would  like  to  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman whether  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment is  not  the  proper  committee  for  that  or- 
der to  go  to.  They  control  the  whole  system  of  con- 
ducting the  Assessors'  business,  and  it  seems  to 
me  a  better  plan  would  be  to  reconsider  the  order 
and  send  it  to  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  Blackmore — This  matter  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  Assessors'  Committee  for  two  years, 
and  they  have  done  nothing  with  it.  I  think  it  is 
about  time  it  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
committee  which  will  do  something  with  it. 

Mr.  Coe— This  matter  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department,  who 
have  made  their  report  and  it  has  been  acted 
upon.  I  think  the  Council  should  have  the  ser- 
vices of  my  friend  from  Ward  4  in  this  matter, 
and  if  he  presents  a  better  plan,  I  think  we  shall 
adopt  it. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

WATEE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  42): 

Office  Boston  Watee  Boaed,  ) 
Boston,  March  10,  1880.  } 
To  the  City  Council— The  Boston  Water  Board 
would  respectfully  represent,  that,  owing  to  ex- 
penditures made  by  them  during  the  present 
financial  year,  under  the  orders  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  July  22,  August  15  and  20,  1879,  which  were 
not  contemplated  in  the  estimates  of  the  board 
for  said  year,  and  also  on  account  of  the  increase 
in  the  cost  of  materials  since  October  last,  fur- 
ther sums  will  be  needed  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  both  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  depart- 
ments for  the  balance  of  said  year. 

The  board  would  therefore  ask  for  authority  to 
expend  the  further  sum  of  twelve  thousand  (12,000) 
dollars  from  the  income  of  said  works,  as  follows, 
viz. :  Six  thousand  (6000)  dollars  from  the  income 
of  the  Cochituate,  and  six  thousand  (6000)  dollars 
from  the  income  of  the  Mystic  Water  Works. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  expendi- 
tures, including  the  draft  for  March,  1880  : 

Cochituate.       Mystic. 

Stock £26,021.14       #12,937. 53 

Labor 80.192.52  32.932.33 

Salaries 45,251.78  11.765.51 

Waterpipes 11,375.78  9,985.31 

Blasting 9,357.58 

Repairs 2,644  88  1,047.16 

Pumping  service,  salaries....       3,439.11  6,361.13 

"      fuel 3.042.85  17,493.37 

"    '  "      repairs 64.47  382.90 

"      oils,  etc....  169.78  950.92 
"                  "       small  sup..           285.22  85.12 
Travelling  expenses, includ- 
ing transportation  of  em- 
ployes           2,122.49                 734.10 

Print'li  g 1,343.96  346.10 

Stationery 223.02  49.18 

Advertising 165  50  235  26 

Postage 72.11  40.00 

Freight  and  express 75.39  20.13 

Rents 1,206.25  727  75 

Gas 333.82  64.51 

Teaming. 1,472.20  1.142.48 

Coal  and  wood 1,256.57  247.78 

Taxes 831.11  55.75 

Insppction  of  water  pipes...  235.00  225.00 

Miscellaneous 849.73  1,573.71 

Amount  advanced  by  City 
Treasurer  on  Auditor's 
draft,  in  favor  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Board,  for 
payment  of  freight,  etc. . . .        1,000.00 

#193,632.26       #99.403.03 


Cochituate. 
Amounts    allowed,    as   per 
Appropriation    order,   for 

•     year  1879-80 #200,000.00 

Expended  as  above 193,632,26 

Balance #6,367.74 


Mystic. 


#100.000.00 
99,403.03 


#596.97 
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The  Board  estimate  the  amounts  required  to 
meet  the  April  draft  to  be  as  follows: 

Cochituate.  Mystic. 

Salaries #3,500.00  8925.00 

Labor 6,500.00  2,800.00 

Materials,  repairs,  etc 2,367.74  1,871.97 

Coal      contract      (Pumping 

Works) ....  1,000.00 

#12,367. 74         #6,590.97 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Boston  Water  Board, 

By  Leonard  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  the  Finance  Committee.    Sent  np. 

PROPOSED   EAST  BOSTON  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  22  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  requested  to  cause 
Maverick  street,  between  Isew  and  Meridian 
streets,  to  he  macadamized. 

Sent  up. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order — That 
the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  place  urinals 
in  suitable  locations  in  Maverick  and  Central 
squares. 

Ordered  to  second  reading.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order — That 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  en- 
larging and  otherwise  improving  the  enclosure  on 
Maverick  square.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

PORTRAITS  OF  PAST    PRESIDENTS    OF  THE  COMMON 
CO0NOIL. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That  the 
City   Messenger   be   authorized  and  directed  to 


cause  to  be  completed,  so  far  as  possible,  the  col- 
lection of  photographic  portraits  of  past  Presi- 
dents of  the  Common  Council,  for  the  President's 
room,  the  expense  attending  the  same  not  ex- 
ceeding $50,  to  be  charged  tothe  Contingent  Fund 
of  the  Common  Council. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

ESTIMATES  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  consid- 
er the  expediency  of  so  amending;  the  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  finance  as  to  require  that  de- 
tailed estimates  of  the  annual  appropriations 
shall  be  furnished  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  to  be 
submitted  by  him  to  the  City  Council.  Passed. 
Sent  uu. 

ASH  CARTS. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Health  consider 
and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  providing  that 
the  carts  or  vehicles  used  for  the  collection  and 
transportation  of  ashes  be  covered  so  as  to  pre- 
vent their  centents  being  blown  into  or  about  the 
streets.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18  called  for  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Badges. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  said  that  as  a  member 
of  the  committee  he  had  only  a  progressive  re- 
port to  make,  to  the  effect  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18  will  have  his  badge  next  week. 
The  reason  he  has  not  had  it  before  is,  the  com- 
mittee wished  the  enamel  to  harden. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward 24. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    15,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark— Allan  W.  Burn- 
ham,  John  Shea  and  Timothy  McCarthy.  Con- 
firmed. 

Public  Weighers— Frederic  L.  Dodge,  Andrew 
N.  Wyeth,  Jr.,  J.  B.  S.  Bartlett,  Allan  W.  Burn- 
ham  and  John  Shea.    Continued. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  William  Fletcher, 
for  leave  to  run  passenger  wagons  from  the 
Fitchburg  station  to  Litchfield's  and  Battery 
wharves;  George  A.Coleman,  for  leave  to  run  a 
passenger  wagon  from  Bowdoin  square  to  Litch- 
field's wharf;  Robinson  &  Emerton,  for  leave  to 
run  a  passenger  wagon  from  Haymarket  square 
to  Litchfield's  wharf,  etc.:  George  W.  Calef ,  for 
leave  to  run  barges  from  Bowdoin  sauare  to 
Litchfield's  wharf,  etc. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Mathew  A.  Foley, 
for  additional  lamp  near  52  Woodbine  street;  W, 
H.Gleason  et  al.,  that  Washington  street,  between 
Albano  and  Beach  streets,  be  lighted. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Isaac  S 
Cruf  t,  that  the  boundary  line  between  his  land  on 
Greenville  street  and  the  adjacent  burial  ground 
may  be  altered. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company,  for  a  sewer  in  Second  street, 
from  P  to  Q  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Boston  Machine  Company, 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  60  First  street, 
near  Granite,«Ward  13. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  C.  M.  Bugbee,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
Commercial  street,  Ward  24;  Neil  McNeil,  new- 
wooden,  three  horses,  Commercial  street,  Ward 
24;  Sebastian  Sommer,  old  wooden,»one  horse,  4 
Vinton  street;  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  brick,  fif- 
teen horses,  between  Washington  street,  Harri- 
son avenue,  Essex  and  Beach  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Mary- 
Ann  Tracey,  for  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries received  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Prince 
street,  Dec.  1, 1876. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Joseph  P.  Shaw 
et  al.,  for  a  cross-walk  on  Green  street  at  Brook- 
side  avenue;  Joseph  A.  Plumer,  that  the  assess- 
ment for  edgestones,  &c,  against  estate  312  East 
Eighth  street,  be  abated;  Malachi  Clark,  for  li- 
cense to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  the  city  prop- 
er; Thomas  Barry,  for  cross-walk  on  Washing- 
ton street  at  Lotus  place;  Mary  E.  Bean  for 
edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  at  109  George 
street;  Alexander  F.  Wadsworth,  for  edge- 
stone  and  brick  sidewalk  on  George  street:  A.  R. 
Cushing  et  al.,  for  a  cross  walk  on  Temple  place; 
James  Fitton  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
each  side  of  Saratoga  street,  between  Bremer 
and  Wadsworth  streets;  W.  Scott,  for  leave  to 
maintain  and  use  a  hoisting  beam  at  2132  Wash- 
ington street;  Thomas  J.  Simpson  et  al.,  that  side- 
walks be  lakl  on  Tudor  street,  from  Cto  D  streets, 
and  the  roadway  put  in  order;  Michael  M.  Cun- 
niff,  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalks  and  gutters  in  Wal- 
tham  street,  between  Washington  street  and 
Harrison  avenue,  and  that  roadway  of  Waltham 
street,  be  paved;  Boston  truckmen,  for  change  of 
rail  on  Atlantic  avenue. 

UNFINISHED     BUSINESS. 

Report  granting  leave  to  Timothy  W.  Manning 
to  erect  and  fire  a  lime  kiln  on  Swett  street  near 
Hilton  street. 

Alderman  Tiles — That  matter  has  been  exam- 
ined into  by  the  Board  of  Health,  who  have  visit- 
ed the  premises  and  say  there  is  no  objection.  It 
has  been  going  a  month  and  no  objectionable  re- 
port has  come  from  it  in  any  way.  He  has  some 
process  by  which  the  gas  is  consumed.  Alderman 
Caton,  who  was  present  with  his  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  can  give  a 
better  explanation  of  it  than  I  can. 

Alderman  Caton — I  can  say  that  the  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  visited 


the  kiln  and  found  no  objection.  The  process  of 
burning  the  gas  makes  it  impossible  to  be  offen- 
sive. 

Alderman  Walbridge — Can  it  be  removed  at  any 
time  if  it  should  prove  offensive  ? 

The  Chairman — The  report  is  that  leave  be 
granted  until  otherwise  ordered. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  appropriating  S110,000  for 
the  purchase  of  land  and  flats  east  of  Q  street  for 
the  City  Point  park. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Parks  if  he  thinks 
that  amount  is  sufficient  to  purchase  the  land  at 
City  Point.  Ii  it  is  not,  I  would  move  to  amend 
it  now,  and  then  have  it  laid  upon  the  table  in 
order  that  the  Board  may  look  into  the  matter. 

Alderman  Breck — It  is  my  Impression  that  that 
sum  will  be  be  sufficient.  We  have  had  the  Park 
Commissioners  before  us,  and  it  is  their  opinion 
that  the  lands  can  be  purchased  for  that  sum  and 
perhaps  less. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE     COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  referred  in  concurrence: 
Election  of  George  E.  Learnard  as  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Lands  in  place  of  Robert  W.  Hall. 
Laid  on  the  table— 8  foi  3  against— on  motion   of 
Alderman  Thorndike. 

Order  for  a  committee  (Messrs.  Dudley,  Pray 
and  Nason  to  be  joined)  to  provide  for  the"observ- 
anee  of  June  17,  next,  in  the  Cbarlestown  District. 
Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  12,  nays  0 — and  Al- 
dermen Bell  and  Woolley  were  appointed  on  said 
committee. 

Report  of  the  number  and  character  of  the 
alarms  of  fire  in  the  month  of  February.  Placed 
on  file. 

Communication  from  the  Fire  Commissioners 
upon  the  necessity  of  some  supervision  over  the 
construction  of  private  lines  of  telegraph  in  this 
city.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
in  concurrence. 

Seventh  report  of  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters.    City  Doc.  43.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report 
an  ordinance  for  regulation  of  construction  of 
telegraph  wires  in  this  city.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  granting  leave  to  Post  113,  G.  A.  R.,  to 
place  a  floral  decoration  near  the  Army  and  Navy 
Monument  on  Boston  Common.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Request  of  Boston  Water  Board  for  additional 
appropriations  of  S6000  for  C^chituate  Works  and 
S6000  for  Mystic  Works.  City  Doc.  42.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Finance  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  preparation  of  an  ordinance  to  pro- 
vide against  the  sudden  termination  of  the  con- 
nection of  the  City  Engineer  with  the  city  before 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  proposing  the  discontinuance  of  the  office 
of  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  and  the  trans- 
fer of  his  duties  to  some  other  department. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  proposing  a  new  method  of  electing  First 
and  Second  Assistant  Assessors.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  proposing  the  enlargement  and  improve- 
ment of  Maverick  square.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  proposing  an  ordinance  to  require  that 
detailed  estimates  of  expenditures  be  furnished 
to  the  Auditor  for  submission  to  City  Council. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  provide  that 
the  ash  carts  be  covered  to  prevent  their  contents 
from  being  blown  about  the  streets.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  for 
personal  injuries  by  Francesca  Cavagnaro  and 
by  Catharine  Cronin.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

FIRST  ASSISTANT    ASSESSORS. 

A  certificate  came  up  of  the  election  of  John 
Bryant,  William  W.  Dromey,  George  W.  Kingman 
and  Samuel  B.  Krogman  in  the  place  of  Charles 
B.  Hunting,  Charles  Nowell,  George  A.  Shaw  and 
Richard  J.Fennelly  for  First  Assistant  Asses- 
sors. 

The  Board  pioceeded  to  ballot.  Committee — 
Aldermen  Walbridge,  Caton. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Charles  B.  Hunting 6 
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Charles  Nowell 2 

*George  A.  Shaw 11 

•Richard  J.  Fennelly 7 

John    Bryant 3 

•William  W.  Dromey 7 

George  W.  Kingman 6 

Samuel  B.  Krogman 5 

John  H.  Griggs 1 

Messrs.  Shaw  and  Fennelly  were  elected  in 
Don-concurrence  and  W.  W.  Dromey  in  concur- 
rence. 

Second  Ballot. 

Charles  Nowell 2 

George    W.  Kingman 5 

Samuel  B.  Krogman 3 

John  Bryant 1 

J.H.Griggs .    1 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Third  Ballot. 

Samuel  B.  Krogman 1 

John  Bryant ,     2 

Charles  B.  Hunting 1 

George  W.Kingman 4 

John  H.  Griggs 4 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Fourth  Ballot. 

John  H.  Griggs 3 

Charles  B.  Hunting 6 

John  Bryant 1 

George  W.  Kingman 2 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Fifth  Ballot. 

Charles  B.  Hunting 4 

John  Bryant 2 

George  W.  Kingman 3 

Samuel  B.  Krogman..  3 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Sixth  Ballot. 

•Charles  B.  Hunting 7 

John  Bryant 3 

George  W.  Kingman 1 

.Samuel  B.  Krogman 1 

Mr.  Hunting  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
Sent  down. 

SANITARY     CONDITION       OF     IHB     SHERWIN     AND 
OTHER  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

An  order  came  from  the  other  branch  for  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  take  immediate 
measures  to  secure  a  proper  sanitary  condition 
for  the  Sherwin  Schoolhouse. 

Alderman  Slade— Early  last  Tuesday  I  read  in 
one  of  the  morning-  papers  some  two  columns  of 
matter  in  regard  to  this  schoolhouse.  I  came  to 
City  Hall  very  soon  after  it  was  opened.  1  found 
Mr.  Tucker,  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
and  Mr.  Clough,  City  Architect;  we  together 
found  the  Chairman  of  the  Hoard  of  Health, 
and  we  four  went  up  to  the  building  in 
the  forenoon,  arriving  about  eleven  o'clock. 
From  what  I  had  read  in  the  paper 
I  supposed  1  was  going  to  find  the  building  in  ter- 
rible condition.  We  went  over  it  from  basement 
to  attic,  and  examined  every  portion  of  it.  1  was 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  there  was  noth- 
ing there  at  that  time  which  indicated  the  trouble 
that  had  Deen  published  in  the  paper  that  morn- 
ing. The  house  seemed  to  be  well  ventilated.  We 
went  into  each  room,  and  by  hanging  a  handker- 
chief before  the  valves  of  the  ventilators  we 
found  the  draught  strong  enough  to  draw  up  the 
handkerchief.  Tne  ventilators  were  all  working 
as  well  as  it  is  possible  for  them  to  work.  The 
cesspools  complained  of  are  simply  to  car- 
ry off  the  surface  water,  two  of  them  are  at 
the  foot  of  the  long  basement  stairs  that 
go  up  into  the  yard,  and  the  other  two  are  up  in 
the  yard  some  twenty  feet  from  the  building.  We 
found  them  in  perfect  condition.  The  water 
closets  were  put  there  a  great  many  years  ago, 
before  they  had  got  hold  of  the  modern  con- 
veniences and  appliances.  But  we  found  them 
in  excellent  condition.  There  is  no  question 
about  it;  they  were  in  as  good  condition  as  it  is 
possible  for  that  kind  of  a  closet  to  be  in.  Com- 
plaint was  made  that  a  part  of  them  had  no 
covers.  In  many  schools  where  the  covers  were 
put  on  they  have  been  taken  off  on  account  ol  the 
frost  adhering  to  them  and  dirtying  the  children's 
clothing.  It  did  n't  seem  as  though  anything  in 
that  direction  was  needed  at  present.  Every- 
thing seemed  to  be  in  good  condition.  A  week  or 
two  before,  after  the  request  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee was  presented  in  the  Council,  the  Health 
Department  sent  one  of  their  inspectors  there  to 
inake  an  examination.  They  found  it  in  good  con- 
dition. Since  last  Tuesday  they  have  been  there 
again  and  pronounced  the  sewers,  cesspools  and 
everything  about  the  building  in  perfect  condi- 


tion. But  there  having  been  so  much  said  in  the 
papers,  and  the  people  seeming  to  be  so  generally 
stirred  up  about  it,  as  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  I  did  not  wait  to  call  the 
committee  together,  believing  that  the  thing  re- 
quired immediate  attention.  Mr.  Nichols,  of  the 
Institute  of  Technology,  who  is  considered  one  of 
the  best  experts  in  the  country,  was  invited  to 
appear  before  these  heads  of  departments,  if  I 
may  so  term  it.  I  had  a  long  talk  with  him,  and 
he  has  been  up  and  examined  the  building.  An 
arrangement  has  been  made  with  him,  which  he 
enters  upon  this  morning,  to  thoroughly  analyze 
the  air  in  and  around  that  building,  and  in  lieu  of 
the  order  before  us  I  wish  to  offer  the  following- 

Ordered,  That  William  R.  Nichols,  professor  of 
•heinlstry  at  the  Institute  of  Technology,  togeth- 
er with  other  experts  in  sanitary  engineering,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  exam- 
ine the  various'  school  buildings,  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  their  sanitary  condition,  and  report 
the  result  of  their  examination  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil, the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public 
Buildings. 

I  will  go  a  little  farther.  A  request  dated  Feb. 
24  was  passed  by  the  School  Committee  and  sent 
to  the  committee  on  March  4,  to  have  the  sanitary 
condition  of  this  schoolhouse  attended  to.  That 
was  the  first  intimation  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  had  that  that  building  was  in  any 
worse  condition  than  any  other  schoolhouse  in 
the  city  of  Boston.  Now  I  will  read  the  law  de- 
fining the  powers  of  the  School  Committee  and 
City  Council  on  this  subject: 

[Chapter  241,  Acts  of  1875.] 

"Section  G.  Whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
School  Committee,  a  new  building  or  any  addition 
to  or  alteration  of  a  building  is  needed  for  school 
purposes,  of  an  estimated  cost  of  over  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  they  shall  make  a  statement  in 
writing  to  the  City  Council  of  the  necessity  of  the 
proposed  buiidina,  addition  or  alteration;  and  no 
contract  for  the  purchase  or  lease  of  land,  or  for 
the  erection,  purchase  or  lease  of  any  building,  or 
for  any  addition  to  or  alteration  of  any  building 
for  school  purposes,  shall  be  authorized  by  the 
City  Council  until  such  statement  has  been  made, 
nor  until  the  locality  and  plans  for  the  same  have 
been  approved  by  the  School  Committee,  or  by  a 
sub-committee  thereof,  duly  authorized  to  ap- 
prove the  same." 

This  was  the  first  intimation,  as  I  said,  that  the 
School  Committee  have  given  the  Department  of 
Public  Buildings  that  anything  was  wrong  about 
that  building.  When  the  document  from  the 
School  Committee  came  before  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Buildings,  he  immediately  called 
upon  Mr.  Mahan,  who  is  at  present  considered  at 
the  head  of  experts  in  the  principle  of  ventilation. 
We  have  some  buildings  ventilated  by  his  system, 
and  at  present  I  believe  it  is  considered  the  best. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  waut  to  go  a  little  further. 
I  have  a  document  here,  No.  85,  of  1875,  being  the 
third  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  That  year  the  Board  of  Health 
employed  Professor  Nichols  and  Dr.  Draper  of  the 
Institute  of  Technology  to  look  into  and  report 
upon  the  condition  of  the  schoolhouses  in  this 
city.  It  will  be  worth  while  for  any  Alderman  to 
read  their  report.  I  have  gone  over  it  pretty 
carefully,  and  for  the  information  of  the  Board  I 
will  read  a  few  words  here: 

"Parkes,  the  eminent  English  authority  on 
hygiene,  states  that  the  ventilation  of  a  room  is 
imperfect  when  it  fails  to  introduce  fresh  air  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  remove  all  sensible  impuri- 
ty, so  that  a  person  coming  from  the  external  air 
shall  not  perceive  a  trace  of  odor,  or  any  difference 
between  the  room  and  the  outside  atmosphere 
in  point  of  freshness.  By  repeated  experi- 
ment, he  has  found  that  the  organic  pro- 
ducts of  respiration  begin  to  be  manifest  when 
the  carbonic  acid  in  the  air  of  an  inhabited  room 
reaches  the  proportion  of  0.6  per  1000;  in  other 
words,  when,  by  respiration,  the  relative  amount 
of  carbonic  acid  in  the  air  has  become  increased 
by  0.2  in  a  thousand    parts    as    compared  with  a 

Eure  atmosphere.  Pettenkofer,  who  is  at  the 
ead  of  German  sanitarians,  makes  the  limit  of 
purity  0.7  of  carhonic  acid  in  a  thousand  volumes 
of  air,  beyond  which  an  unwholesome  degree  of 
vitiation  begins." 

They  made  an  examination  of  ten  schoolhouses, 
all  of  which  are  ventilated  precisely  the  same  as 
this  one  we  are  now  talking  about.  What  is  called 
the  monitor  ventilator  is  used.    The  summing  up 
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of  the  report  shows  the  greatest  amount  of  car- 
bonic acid  in  any  room,  the  least  in  any  room. 
The  average  of  all  the  rooms  is  as  follows: 

Brimmer 1.51 


Chapman .1.16 

Dudley 1.14 

Phillips 0.93 

Rice  Primary 0.83 


Eliot 1.03 

Comins 1.81 

Lawrence 1.31 

Girls' HighandlNormal.0. 98 

Starr  King 1.06 

Total  average 1.18. 

They  go  on  further  and  state  in  regard  to  the 
warmth  and  management  of  schoolrooms.  I  might 
state  here,  perhaps,  that  it  often  happens  that 
the  janitors  or  teachers  don't  know  how  to  man- 
age ventilators  alter  they  get  them.  In  going  to 
the  top  of  this  building  where  the  ventilators 
come  together,  we  found  four  shutters,  which  are 
to  be  moved  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
wind.  For  instance,  in  a  heavy  wind  from  the 
west  the  shutters  upon  that  side  are  to  be  closed. 
Those  shutters  have  not  been  closed  this  winter. 
No  attention  has  been  paid  to  them.  That  may 
have  been  the  fault  of  the  master,  or  they  might 
have  ascertained  it  would  do  more  hurt  than 
good  to  close  them.  But  to  make  a  long  story 
short,  if  this  order  is  passed,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, there  will  be  no  stone  left  unturned  and 
no  time  lost  in  ascertaining  and  reporting  to  the 
City  Council  just  the  condition  of  that  school- 
house  and  of  all  others  where  any  trouble  has 
been  experienced  or  is  anticipated.  1  hope  this 
order  will  be  passed,  that  the  committee  may  go 
to  work  at  once  and  set  this  matter  right  before 
the  public.  It  is  time  it  is  done,  for  I  know  the 
bublic  are  a  good  deal  stirred  up  about  it. 

Alderman  Caton— I  hope  something  will  be 
done  in  the  direction  of  allaying  the  wide-spread 
feeling  of  alarm  in  the  community,  which  is,  no 
doubt,  caused  by  the  agitation  in  the  public 
press  on  this  question.  I  had  prepared  an  order 
myself  looking  in  that  direction,  but  was  in- 
formed by  Alderman  Slade  that  he  had  already 
employed  a  gentleman  of  large  experience  in 
sanitary  science.  If  something  is  not  done  I  am 
assured  by  parents  that  they  will  feel  obliged  to 
take  their  children  from  the  public  schools.  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Building's  undertaking  the  work. 
if,  as  Alderman  Slade  informs  me,  they 
will  do  it  at  once.  I  had  prepared 
an  order  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  take  the 
necessary  steps,  but  I  do  not  thiuk  that  is  neces- 
sary now.  At  any  rate  I  hope  something  will  be 
done,  and  that  speedily. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — In  common  with  the  rest  of 
the  community,  I  must  confess  I  have  been  sur- 
prised at  the  reports  I  have  read  in  the  papers 
during  .the  past  week.  I  have  always  been  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that  our  schools  were  per- 
fect, and  that  our  school  buildings  were  superior 
to  any  other  such  buildings  in  existence.  That 
has  been  the  prevalent  idea  among;  our  citizens; 
and  I  must  say  I  have  been  astonished  at  the  re- 
ports we  have  read  in  the  papers  during  the 
past  week,  because  I  am  satisfied  that  they 
are  to  a  certain  extent  true.  Now,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  I  do 
not  take  any  great  responsibility  in  this  matter. 
"When  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
tells  me  that  in  less  than  twenty -four  hours  after 
he  has  received  proper  notice  he  has  always  at- 
tended to  any  imperfections  in  the  drainage  and 
ventilation  of  our  schoolhouses,  I  feel  that  the 
committee  and  the  Superintendent  have  done  their 
duty  as  far  as  they  were  able  to.  The  plans  of  our 
public  buildings  are  in  the  hands  of  our  City  Archi- 
tect. We  don't  dictate  to  him,  as  some  of  the  pa- 
pers have  said  during  the  week,  how  he  should 
ventilate  a  building.  We  look  upon  that  as  his 
business.  He  ought  to  understand  how  a  building- 
should  be  ventilated,  and  I  have  never  known  the 
Committee  on  Public  Building's  to  dictate  to  the 
Architect,  or  any  other  expert,  how  it  should  be 
ventilated.  I  do  not  believe  any  committee  on 
public  buildings  have  the  knowledge  to  enable 
them  to  dictate  in  such  a  matter.  The  Committee 
on  Improved  Sewerage  might  as  well  undertake 
to  dictate  to  the  engineer  how  to  build  the  tunnel 
he  is  now  constructing,  as  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  dictate  to  the  architect  how  a 
school  building  should  be  ventilated.  But,  as  the 
Alderman  has  said,  this  matter  has  been  notori- 
ously public,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  this  City  Gov- 
ernment to  find  out  all  the  facts  in  the  case.  For 
one,  I  should  like  to  have  these  facts  ascertained 
without  the  assistance  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings.  If  they  are  asso- 
ciated   with     these     experts     in     the     exami- 


nation of  our  schoolnouses,  it  will  be  said 
that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  forced 
the  opinion  of  these  experts  in  a  certain  way. 
This  examination  ought  to  take  place  indepen- 
dent of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings;  and 
if  the  order  offered  by  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee is  adopted,  I  hope  that  part  will  be  strick- 
en out,  and  the  examination  allowed  to  go  on 
without  the  intervention  of  the  committee,  so  as 
to  make  it  as  independent  as  possible.  Now,  I 
hold  in  my  hand  an  advertisement  which  has 
been  displayed  in  nearly  all  the  papers  during  the 
week.  It  shows  that  our  private  schools  are  tak- 
ing advantage  ot  these  reports  in  relation  to  our 
public  schools,  and  trying  to  benefit  themselves 
by  them.    The  contract  is  as  follows: 

"Dear  Sir — I  have  this  day  made  a  thorough  ex- 
amination of  the  drainage,  plumbing,  ventilation, 
etc.,  of  the  Chauncy  Hall  School,  Boylston  street, 
and  find  the  sa.nitary  condition  perfect.  It  is  un- 
equalled, in  this  respect,  by  any  institution  of  the 
kind  that  has  come  under  my  observation." 

Now,  here  is  a  private  school  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  excitement  in  relation  to  our  pub- 
lic schools  and  saying  to  the  citizens  generally 
that  their  schoolhouse  is  pe  feet;  while  as  we  now 
stand,  the  City  Government  cannot  verify  the 
condition  of  our  own  schoolhouses  in  the  same 
way.  I  don't  know  who  is  responsible  for  this 
condition  of  affairs.  There  ought  to  be  a  respon- 
sibility about  it.  We  have  some  six  Supervisors 
of  our  public  schools,  I  believe,  who  look  after 
the  mental  training  of  the  children  attending 
them.  Do  they  not  consider  it  their  business  also 
to  look  after  their  physical  condition?  Do  our 
School  Committee,  Supervisors  and  Masters 
neglect  to  look  after  the  physical  condition  of  our 
children?  I  know  that  some  years  ago  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  School  Board  ottered  an  or- 
der in  that  board  to  appoint  a  supervisor  to  look 
after  the  physical  condition  of  the  children  in  our 
schools,  and  it  was  voted  down.  I  presume  that 
is  the  reason  why  a  promiuent  member  of  the 
School  Board,  instead  of  sending  his  children  to 
the  public  schools,  sends  them  a  long  distance  to 
the  Back  Bay  school,  because  there  their  sanitary 
and  physical,  as  well  as  their  mental,  condition  is 
looked  after.  Now,  ?n  relation  to  this  Sherwin 
Schoolhouse.  One  of  the  teachers  in  that  school 
sent  me  a  few  lines  the  other  day  in  relation  to  it. 
I  was  not  aware  until  last  Saturday  that  she  was 
a  teacher  in  that  school.  Her  remarks  are  so 
much  to  the  point  that  I  will  read  them: 

"Alderman  O'Brien:  Dear  Sir — Feeling  that  you 
have  known  me  long  enough  to  take  an  interest 
in  my  statement,  I  venture  to  give  a  few  tacts 
with  regard  to  the  ventilation  of  the  Sherwin 
School,  in  which  I  have  taught  since  it  was  opened. 
Before  the  discovery  was  made  that  the  drain 
pipes  were  broken,  the  'odors  of  Araby  the  Mest' 
pervaded  every  nook  and  corner,  and  tue  health 
of  both  pupils  and  teachers  was  seriously  affect- 
ed, and  our  substitute  list  was  the  largest  in 
the  city.  A  physician  infovmed  me  that  if  I 
taught  two  years  longer  my  health  would  be  de- 
stroyed. There  has  been  a  great  improvement 
since  the  drainage  has  been  remedied. 

"With  regard  to  the  ventilatio  n,  i  can  say  that 
in  my  room  it  is  very  imperfect.  When  the  wind 
is  in  a  certain  direction,  the  air,  instead  of  pass- 
ing out  of  the  upper  ventilator,  is  blown  back  into 
the  room,  as  we  have  discovered  by  numerous 
experiments.  My  room,  which  in  winter  is  as 
bright  and  pleasant  as  one  could  wish,  is  ren- 
dered nauseating  by  the  odors  from  the 
boys'  outbuildings,  situated  a  few  rods  from  my 
windows.  My  head  has  troubled  me  a  great  deal  this 
fall  and  winter,which  I  attribute  entirely  to  the  foul 
air  of  the  schoolroom,  as  with  the  same  food  and 
air  at  home  I  am  the  only  one  not  in  perfect 
health.  When  the  gentlemen  of  the  board  visit- 
ed the  building  there  was  not  a  class  in  session 
and  the  doors  were  wide  open,  admitting  a  strong 
current  of  fresh  air,  which  operated  very  favora- 
bly in  forcing  up  the  air.  Had  they  come  at  any 
other  time  they  would  have  found  there  was  but 
little  if  any  exaggeration  in  the  reporter's  state- 
ment. Trusting  you  will  use  your  best  efforts  in 
remedying  this  matter,  I  remain,"  etc. 

It  appears  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  ought  to 
have  a  thorough  examiuation  of  this  matter,  and 
we  ought  to  ascertain  where  the  responsibility 
rests.  I  know  that  my  children  went  to  a  little 
primary  school  very  near  me,  and  they  have  been 
at  home  for  weeks  sick;  not  because  the  building- 
was  not  ventilated,  but  because  the  teacher  saw 
tit,  whenever  she  pleased,  to  throw  open  the  win- 
dows and  let  a  current  of  cold  air  pass  over  the 
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little  children  she  had  in  her  school.  I  consider 
that  the  sickness  of  my  children  in  that  school 
was  owing  a  great  deal  to  the  carelessness  of 
the  teacher.  But  in  the  Egleston-square 
schoolhouse  the  case  is  different.  That 
is  a  modern  schoolhouse,  and  was  built  only  about 
three  years  ago.  When  it  was  built,  the  commit- 
tee, or  whoever  had  charge  of  it,  thought  they 
would  heat  it  by  stoves,  and  a  drain  was  built 
through  the  basement.  They  afterwards  changed 
their  minds,  and  put  in  a  furnace  instead  of  the 
stoves.  They  placed  that  furnace  right  on  top  of 
the  drain  in  the  basement.  I  know  a  lady  who 
was  there  several  months  ago,  and  she  com- 
plained to  the  teachers  that  it  was  infamous  to> 
keep  those  children  in  that  schoolhouse,  the 
stench  was  so  horrible.  That  matter  has  been 
running  on  for  months  and  months,  but  if 
you  look  at  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council 
you  will  find  that  last  Thursday  evening  was 
the  first  time  we  ever  receive"d  any  notifica- 
tion from  the  School  Committee  about  the  mat- 
ter. As  soon  as  we  received  notification  from 
any  responsible  party,  it  was  attended  to;  and 
tEe  change  in  that  schoolhouse  was  actually  made 
before  we  received  any  notification  from  the 
School  Board  that  such  an  evil  existed  there. 
Those  little  children  in  that  schoolhouse  had 
been  for  months  breathing  that  hot  air  from  the 
furnace,  impregnated  by  the  foul  air  from  the 
drain.  They  found  a  leak  in  the  drain  under  the 
furnace,  and  in  getting  hot  air  they  also  got  the 
foul  air  from  that  drain.  That  is  a  fact.  It  is 
only  now,  after  an  existence  of  six  months, 
that  tne  School  Committee  have  notified  the  City 
Government  that  such  a  thing  really  existed,  at 
the  same  time  the  Supervisors,  School  Committee 
and  teachers  knew  it  all  the  while.  If  it  don't 
belong  to  the  School  Board,  the  Supervisors  or 
the  masters  or  teachers  to  notify  the  proper  de- 
partment of  the  City  Government  about  these 
detects,  how  is  it  possible  for  us  to  ascertain 
them?  We  ought  to  place  this  responsibility 
somewhere,  so  "that  when  a  defect  exists  it 
ought  to  be  attended  to  immediately,  and  not 
be  allowed  to  run  on  for  six  months  before 
any  attention  is  called  to  it.  I  know 
there  are  hundreds  of  schemes  for  ventila- 
tion. Every  one  is  perfect.  Now,  to  carry  on 
this  investigation  we  ought  to  have  some  one  "who 
is  an  expert  in  sanitary  science,  and  a  physi- 
cian. I  also  believe  we  ought  to  have  a  com"pe» 
tent  builder  to  inspect  the  buildings.  Nothing 
but  a  thorough  inspection  will  ever  satisfy  the 
public.  This  'matter  has  gone  so  far  1  hope  the 
work  will  be  done  thoroughly,  and  without  the 
assistance  of  the  committee  or  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings.  Let  it  be  done  by  outside  par- 
ties. I  move  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  order 
which  says  it  shall  be  done  '-in  conjunction  with 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings."  I  hope  that 
part  will  be  stricken  out.  I  would  also  call  at- 
tion  to  an  article  in  the  Daily  Advertiser,  because 
it  appears  to  be  so  sensible  tlwt  the  Board  ought 
to  be  impressed  with  it.  It  expresses  my  ideas 
precisely.  The  Daily  Advertiser  goes  on  to  say 
that  it  seems  to  be — 

"High  time  that  the  responsible  authorities 
gave  better  attention  to  these  things,  which  are 
certainly  as  important  as  improved  courses  of 
study  or  new  methods  of  leaching.  One  may  not 
agree  with  Herbert  Spencer  that  the  first  things 
a  child  should  be  taught  are  those  which  relate  to- 
the  proper  care  of  the  body  and  the  preservation 
of  health,  but  no  one  is  likely  to  disagree  with 
the  statement  that  the  child's  health  deserves 
primary  attention  and  care  on  the  part  of  those 
who  have  charge  of  his  welfare  and  education. 
It  is  not  worth  while  for  the  State  to  expend  so 
much  in  the  intellectual  training  of  children  for 
proper  performance  of  the  duties  of  men  and 
women,  if,  at  the  same  time,  it  subjects  them  tc- 
conditions  which  are  apt  to  prevent  their  ever 
growing  up  to  be  men  and  women,  or  brings  them 
to  that  estate  in  a  condition  of  impaired  vitality. 
When  the  city  provides  public  schools  and  invites 
parents  to  send  their  children  to  them,  It  is  bound 
to  see  to  it  that  the  schoolhouses  are  not  breeding 
places  of  disease  and  death.  Whatever  else  is 
neglected,  the  conditions  of  health  should  be  at- 
tended to.  This  every  parent  has  a  right  to  ex- 
pect and  to  require." 

This  is  precisely  what  I  think  is  neglected  in  our 
public  schools.  The  mental  condition  of  the  chil- 
dren is  looked  after.  Text-books  are  forced 
upon  them;  supplementary  readers  are  forced 
upon  them;  but  I  don't  think  their  physical  con- 
dition is  ever  thought  of  or  looked  into,    or   they 


do  not  give  it  that  attention  they  should.  That  is 
the  secret  why  our  schoolhouses  are  defective. 
The  men  who  have  charge  of  them,  who  consti- 
tute our  Board  of  Education,  do  not  go  far 
enough;  they  do  not  look  after  the  physical  condi- 
tion of  our  children.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
important  things  for  them  to  look  after. 

Alderman  Slade— I  should  like  to  ask  the  Alder- 
man if  he  thinks  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings are  not  competent  to  employ  the  best  experts 
in  this  city  to  do  this  work  and  report  to  the  City 
Council  ? 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  will  answer  the  gentle- 
man candidly.  I  do  not  think  so.  I  have  full 
confidence  in  the  committee.  I  do  not  stand  here 
to  find  fault  with  the  committee  or  the  Superin- 
tendent. I  have  full  confidence  in  that  depart- 
ment. But  as  I  said  at  the  commencement,  every 
wrong,  or  at  least  every  fault  that  has  been  found 
with  drainage  or  ventilation  in  our  school- 
houses  has  "been  attended  to  by  that  de- 
partment after  twenty-four  hours'  notice.  But 
the  press  have  put  the  responsibility  and  blame 
for  this  matter  upon  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  as  one  of  the  parties  interested  to 
have  a  lull  and  fair  statement  of  the  matter,  I 
do  not  think  they  ought  to  be  a  party  to  the  inves- 
tigation. That  is  all.  I  say  this  investigation 
ought  to  go  on  independently  of  the  Committee 
on  Public" Buildings,  and  not  in  conjunction  with 
them. 

Alderman  Slade — I  would  like  to  ask  the  Alder- 
man if  he  believes  the  gentlemen  I  have  named — 
Professor  Nichols  and  Dr.  Draper — can  be  tam- 
pered with  by  any  committee  in  this  City  Hall  ?  If 
they  are  employed  to  make  an  examination  and  re- 
port,! believe  they  will  do  it  according  to  the  best 
of  their  ability  a'nd  understanding.  So  far  as  I 
am  concerned  I  am  ready  to  devote  my  whole 
time  to  it,  or  to  any  other  committee  1  am  upon. 
My  business  don't  stand  in  the  way  of  any  work 
there  is  for  me  to  do  for  the  city  of  Boston;  I  am 
here  to  work  all  the  time.  If  I  thought  1  could 
not  perform  these  duties,  and  devote  the  time- 
necessary  to  do  the  work,  I  would  n't  stay  here 
twenty-four  hours.  But  I  believe  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  can  do  this  work  as  well  as  any- 
body else  can.  II  I  did  n't  I  would  n't  stand  here 
and  I  would  n't  stay  here.  I  don't  have  any  fears 
of  it  myself. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  do  not  think  that  is  really 
the  question  before  us,— whether  the  committee 
or  the  Superintendent  can  do  this  work  as  well 
as  any  other  parties.  The  question  we  ought  to- 
consider  is  how  best  to  get  what  would  appear  to 
everybody  as  a  fair  and  impartial  statement  of 
the  sanitary  condition  of  our  schoolhouses.  The 
Department  of  Public  Buildings  have  charge  of 
our  schoolhouses,  and  will  the  public  receive  a 
statement  from  that  committee,  and  call  it 
fair  and  impartial?  Would  they  not  look  upon 
it  as  one-sided?  As  one  of  that  committee,  I 
repeat  that  I  would  sooner  have  this  examination 
carried  on  by  parties  entirely  independent  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Buildings,  and  I  believe  the 
public  wo-ild  be  better  satisfied  with  a  statement 
of  that  kind.  In  saying  this,  I  do  not  doubt  the 
competency  of  the  committee  or  the  Superin- 
tendent. 

Alderman  Tucker— It  strikes  me  that  the  order 
offered  by  Alderman  Slade  covers  all  the  ground 
upon  which  the  gentleman  has  thrown  out  sug- 
gestions, and  that  is  the  proper  department  to 
take  charge  of  this  matter.  I  don't  think  there 
are  any  ventilator  stocks  to  be  put  upon  the  mar- 
ket that  this  committee  will  suffer  from,  and  I 
don't  think  the  city  will  suffer  any  by  having  it 
kept  under  the  department  where  it  actually 
belongs,  and  that  is  the  Department  of  Public 
Buildings.  I  don't  know  what  may  have  been 
done  by  the  School  Committee.  They  may  have 
been  direlict  in  their  duties,  but  I  don't  think  the 
School  Committee  or  the  masters  have  neglected 
the  physical  condition  of  the  children  as  much  as 
has  been  suggested  by  the  Alderman.  1  think 
they  have  physical  exercises  for  that  purpose. 

Alderman  O'Brien's  amendment  to  strike  out 
"in  conjunction  with  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,"  was  lost. 

The  order  offered  by  Alderman  Slade  was 
passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

SUPERINTENDENTS   OF  BRIDGES. 

Sundry  petitions  came  from  the  other  branch 
respectively  in  favor  of  D.  J.  Holland  and  George 
H.  Davis  as  Superintendent  of  Mt.  Washington- 
avenue  bridge. 
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Alderman  Flynn  read  a  petition  in  favor  of  D. 
J.  Holland  for  tbat  position,  signed  O.G.Fernald, 
officers  of  the  Standard  Sugar  Refinery,  United 
States  weighers  and  inspectors,  prominent 
truckmen  and  others. 

Alderman  Flynn— This  petition  was  gotten  up 
while  Mr.  Holland,  the  present  incumbent,  is 
lying  in  his  bed  from  the  effects  of  an  accident 
which  occurred  to  him  while  assisting  in  getting 
a  vessel  through  the  draw.  He  has  given  satis- 
faction to  everybody,  and  I  think  he  ought  to  be 
reelected. 

Alderman  Tucker — The  Alderman  remarked 
that  the  petition  was  signed  by  the  Standard 
Sugar  Refinery,  and  I  recollect  seeing  the  name 
on  another  petition.  Thinking  it  might  be  creat- 
ing a  false  impression,  when  I  learned  such  was 
the  fact,  I  sent  to  Captain  Thomas,  the  manager  of 
that  firm,  and  he  said  he  had  signed  the  petition  for 
Mr.  Davis,  and  no  one  else  was  authorized  to  sign 
a  petition  for  any  one  else,  and  that  he  favored 
Mr.  Davis. 

Alderman  Flynn — The  gentlemen  who  signed 
for  Mr.  Holland  are  all  more  conversant  with  the 
duties  than  Mr.  fhomas  is,  and  have  more  knowl- 
edge of  the  workings  of  the  draw. 

The  Board  took'  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

Election  of  superintendents  of  the  several 
bridges  belonging  to  this  city. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Thorndike  the  election 
was  laid  over  one  week. 

The  Chairman  read  petitions  as  follows: 

Nehemiah  Gibson  etal.,  in  favor  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Edward  T.  Stowers  as  superintendent  of 
Chelsea-street  Bridge. 

Tug-boat  owners  and  captains,  in  favor  of  the 
appointment  of  Walter  T.  Wendell  as  superin- 
tendent of  Meridian-street  Bridge. 

PETITIONS   FOB  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  stationary  engines  by  Boston  Button  Com- 
pany, corner  of  Atlantic  avenue  and  Oliver  street; 
John  H.  Pray,  Sons  &  Co.,  at  558-560  Washington 
street,  and  orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hear- 
ings thereon  on  Monday,  April  5,  at  4  P.  M. 

DECORATION     DAY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Post  113, 
G.  A.  R.,  for  the  Mayor  and  members  of  the  City 
Government  to  join  them  in  the  ceremonies  of 
Decoration  Day  on  the  Common.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

J  DRY    LIST. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Registrars  of  Yoters  transmitting  the  list  of 
jurors  qualified  to  serve  in  the  several  courts  of 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  compiled  by  the  board  in 
accordance  with  chapter  207,  acts  of  1876,  for  the 
acceptance  and  revision  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Flynn. 

FINANCE. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  from, 
the  Committee  on  Finance: 

New  Main  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir. 

Report,  on  request  of  Boston  Water  Board, 
with  the  following: 

Ordered,  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  $280,000 
for  the  purpose  ot  defraying  the  cost  of  iron  pipes 
required  for  a  new  main  from  Chestnut  Hill  Res- 
ervoir to  the  city  proper,  being  a  loan  for  the  con- 
struction account  of  the  Cochituate  AVater 
Works. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  and 
they  hereby  are  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
iron  pipes  required  for  a  new  main  from  Chestnut- 
Hill  Reservoir  to  the  city  proper,  and  that  the 
sum  of  $280,000  is  hereby  appropriated  for  that 
purpose. 

Passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Alderman  Thorndike, 

hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost.    Sent  down. 

Broadway  Extension. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets  in  favor  of  the  extension  of  Broadway 
from  Albany  street  to  Washington  street,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $400,000,  with  the  request 
to  provide  the  means,  and  the  directions  of  the 
City  Council  to  consider  and  report  what  will  be 
required  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $80,000  already 
appropriated  for  carrying  on  this  work  during 
the  financial  year,  and  also  the  expediency  of  add- 


ing such  sums  to  the  estimates  for  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  next  financial  year,would  respectfully 
report  that  they  deem  it  inexpedient  to.provide  by 
taxation  this  year  for  the  money  necessary  for 
completing  this  improvement  to  Washington 
street,  and  therefore  report  the  accompanying 
orders  for  a  loan  of  $320,000,  and  authorizing  the 
work  to  be  done : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
herebv  is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of 
S320,000  for  the  extension  of  Broadway  from 
Albany  street  to  Washington  street,  to  be  added 
to  the'balance  of  $80,000  remaining  unexpended 
from  the  appropriation  for  the  Extension  of 
Broadway. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  appropriated  for  the  ex- 
tension of  Broadway  from  Albany  street  to  Wash- 
ington street  the  sum  of  $400,000. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  ask  that  the  orders  take 
their  second  reading.  This  has  been  before  the 
Board  and  the  Council  a  long  time,  and  passed  by 
the  committees  on  Streets  and  Finance.  If  any- 
body is  not  prepared  to  vote,  I  have  no  objection 
to  laying  it  over. 

Alderman  Slade — I  don't  feel  exactly  like  bor- 
ro  wing  money.  Perhaps  we  shall  have  to  do  it  in 
the  end. 

Alderman  Flynn— We  have  voted  to  do  it  three 
or  four  times  this  year. 

The  orders  were  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Alderman  Flynn, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail,was  lost.  Sent  down. 
Bridges ,  Health  and  Water  Appropriations. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  requests  of  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
Board  of  Health,  with  report  in  favor  by  the 
Committee  on  Health,  the  Committee  on  Health 
Department  and  the  Boston  Water  Board,  sever- 
ally ,for  additional  appropriations,  would  respect- 
fully report  the  accompanying  order  granting  the 
requests : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation to  that  for  the  Board  of  Health  $1000; 
from  the  appropriation  for  county  of  Suffolk  to 
that  for  Board  of  Health  the  sum  of  $4000;  to  that 
for  bridges  the  sum  of  •  $3000,  and  to  that  for 
Health  Department  the  sum  of  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  add  to  the  amount 
heretofore  appropriated  for  Cochituate  Water 
Works  for  the  financial  year  1879-SO,  the  sum  of 
$12,000,  and  to  that  for  the  Mystic  Water  Works 
the  sum  of  $6000,  to  be  charged  to  the  income  ac- 
cruing from  the  respective  works  during  the 
financial  year  1879-80. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed — yeas  12,  nays 
0.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS  TO  BE   SOLD. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  sell  at  public  auction,  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  city,  the"  following  described  land 
and  property  of  the  city,  at  present  in  charge  of 
said  committee,  the  proceeds  of  such  sales  to  be 
paid  into  the  city  treasury,  namely: 

All  the  land  and  buildings  on  the  Northampton- 
street  district,  so  called. 

Vacant  land  on  Jvewbury  street. 

Land  and  building  on  Wheeler  street. 

Land  and  buildings  on  Porter  street. 

Vacant  land  on  Oliver  street. 

Vacant  land  on  High  street. 

Vacant  land  on  High  and  School  streets,  Charles- 
town. 

And  such  other  property  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licences  granting  minors'  applica- 
tions as  follows:  3  boot  blacks,  16  newsboys.  Ac- 
cepted. 

CONTRACT  FOR  GAS. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  be  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  contract  with  the  Boston  Gaslight 
Company  for  the  term  of  three  years  for  supply- 
ing four  foot  of  gas  per  hour  at  the  rate  of  $1.50 
per  thousand  cubic  feet,  for  the  public  lamps  so 
supplied  by  them.    Passed. 
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FIRE  ALARMS. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  place  a  fire-alarm  bell  on  En- 
gine House  No.  15;  in  their  opinioD  the  bell  on 
Hose  House  No.  9,  B  street,  answers  all  the  re- 
quirements of  the  department  in  that  locality. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

CITY  ENGINEER. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  a  report  nomi- 
nating Henry  M.  Wightman  for  City  Engineer. 
Accepted. 

An  election  was  ordered.  Committee— Alder- 
men Whitten,  Thorndike.  Mr.  Wightman  re- 
ceived 11  votes,  the  whole  number  cast,  and  was 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board,    Sent  down. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  damages  oc- 
casioned in  laying  out  streets,  as  follows:  Heirs 
of  Charles  Browne,  $6412  50,  widening  of  Lincoln 
street;  John  E.  E.  Uoward,  $112.80,  widening  of 
Norfolk  street;    Severally  passed. 

BEACON  ENTRANCE  TO  BACK  BAY  PARK. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  re- 
spectfully represent  that  in  negotiating  for  filling 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  adjacent  territory,  as 
authorized  by  the -order  of  Jan.  31,  1880,  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  by  which  the  land  neces- 
sary for  the  location  of  a  fifty- foot  street  on  each 
side  of  the  Beacon  entrance  to  the  Back  Bay 
park  can  be  obtained  without  cost,  provided  the 
city  will  fill  and  grade  said  streets  in  connection 
■with  the  filling  and  grading  of  Commonwealth 
avenue.  The  plans  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners contemplated  that  the  Beacon  entrance 
Should  be  400  feet  wide,  but  they  could  not  obtain 
the  necessary  amount  of  land  tor  the  price  which 
they  were  authorized  to  pay,  and  were  compelled 
to  confine  the  entrances  to  a  width  of  three  hun- 
dred feet.  The  acquisition  of  the  land  now  of- 
fered to  the  city  will  enable  the  commissioners  to 
carry  out  their  original  plan  and  add  greatly  to 
the  appearance  of  the  entrances.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  channel  -.vhich  connects  the  waters 
of  the  park  with  Charles  River  passes  through  the 
park-way,  and  necessarily  occupies  considerable 
space,  the  addition  of  one  hundred  feet  to  the 
width  of  the  park-way  is  very  desirable,  both  as 
regards  its  treatment  as  an  approach  to  the  park 
and  its  convenience  as  a  thoroughfare.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  believe  that  it  is  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  to  acquire  the  land  upon  the  terms  of- 
fered, and  to  that  end  respectfully  commend  the 
passage  of  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  of  Boston  accept  from 
the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  the  parcels  of 
land  containing  60,091  square  feet,  adjoining  the 
Beacon  entrance  to  the  Back  Bay  park,  as  shown 
on  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  W.  Oavis,  City  Sur- 
veyor, dated  March  8,  1880,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  said  City  Surveyor,  and  that  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  lay  out 
said  parcels  of  land  as  public  streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Streets  be  au- 
thorized to  grade  the  streets  adjoining  the  Bea- 
con street  entrance  to  the  Back  Bay  park,  laid 
out  by  the  Street  Commissioners  under  authority 
of  an  order  of  even  date  herewith,  upon  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  those  expressed  in  the 
ord'  r  for  grading  Commonwealth  avenue,  ap- 
proved Jan.  31,  1880,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  filling  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue extension. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending the  election  of  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Live- 
rus  Hull,  John  D.  Mahar  and  Michael  J.  Donovan 
as  Overseers  of  the  Boor.    Accepted. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen 
Caton  and  Bell. 

Whole  num  Der  of  votes 12   J 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Thomas  C.  Amory 12 

Liverus  Hull 10 

John  D.  Maher 12 

Mk-haelJ.  Donovan 12 

S.  A.  Stackpole 2 

Messrs.  Amory,  Hull,  Mahar  and  Donovan  were 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
Sent  down. 


PROJECTING     SIGNS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  Edwin  T.  Morse,  for  leave  to  project  a 
druggist  s  mortar  in  front  of  building  No.  9  Chel- 
sea street,  Charlestown;  to  A.  H.  Allen,  to  projest 
a  lettered  lantern  in  front  of  Thorndike  Hall, 
560%  Main  street;  to  James  J.  Barry,  to  project  a 
lamp  at  10  Terrace  street.    Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Report  and  order— That  the  sum  of  $421.70  as- 
sessed upon  the  "Massachusetts  Institute  for 
Feeble-Minded  Youth,"  for  a  sewer  in  Ninth  and 
M  streets,  be  hereby  abated.    Order  passed. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  notice  of 
Edward  I.  Browne,  trustee,  of  appeal  from  assess- 
ment for  sewer  in  Washington  street  at  Nos.  407- 
409.     Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
Monday  next  on  the  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers  in  Linden  street  (Dorchester)  between 
Adams  street  and  Dorchester  avenue;  in  Park 
street  (Dorchester)  between  Adams  street  and 
Dorchester  avenue;  in  Myrtle  street  (West  Rox- 
bury)  from  Pond  street  250  feet  southwesterly; 
in  Sunderland  street;  in  Revere  street  (West  Rox- 
bury)  from  Alveston  street,  300  feet  eastwardly; 
in  Cazenove  place;  in  Wilmont  street,  150  feet 
wester. y  towards  Elmore  street.  Orders  several- 
ly passed. 

Ordered,  That  two  bills  for  a  sewer  in  Centre 
and  Pond  streets  assessed  upon  Edward  H.  Will- 
iams be  hereby  abated;  and  the  amount  of 
$525.17  be  hereby  assessed  upon  John  D.  Bryant 
and  Edward  H.  Williams,  trustees,  for  their  pro- 
portion of  the  cost  of  said  sewer.    Passed. 

THE  B0RRILL  CLAIM. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  Board  his  opinion  in  relation 
to  the  following  questions,  which  is  desired  for 
information  in  regard  to  the  non-payment  of  a 
draft  duly  transmitted  to  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
in  connection  with  an  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  Sept.  12,  1870, 
in  settlement  of  a  claim  of  Charles  Burrill  against 
the  city : 

1.  Has  not  the  City  Council  full  right  and  power 
to  settle  claims  against  the  city,  on  such  terms  as 
it  may  deem  proper;  and  after  such  settlement  is 
made  and  agreed  to  by  all  the  parties  interested, 
is  it  competent  for  a  succeeding  City  Council  to 
reinvestigate  the  grounds  of  action  of  their  pred- 
ecessors, or  rescind,  annul  or  repudiate  the  order 
for  payment  according  to  the  agreement,  unless 
by  reason  of  the  allegation  of  fraud  connected 
with  the  transaction  ? 

2.  Are  you  aware  of  any  evidence  ascertained 
since  the  investigation  of  the  case  by  the  City 
Council  in  1869  which  would  tend  to  show  that  the 
City  Council  of  1870,  in  passii.g  the  order  for  the 
payment  of  $40,000  In  full  settlement  of  the  claim 
of  Charles  Burrill,  acted  under  any  such  a  misap- 
prehension of  the  facts  as  would  justify  a  reinves- 
tigation by  its  successors  ? 

3.  Did  not  the  dissolving  of  the  injunction  ob- 
tained by  George  W.  Torrey  and  others,  restrain- 
ing the  city  officials  from  paying  the  amount  vot- 
ed by  the  City  Council,  remove  the  only  obstacle 
to  the  payment  of  the  drafts  by  the  Auditor,  so 
far  as  the  injunction  process  of  the  court  was 
concerned  ? 

4.  In  what  manner,  if  any,  did  the  act  of  the 
Legislature,  chapter  183,  1871,  which  was  passed 
in  response  to  the  personal  petition  of  Charles 
Burrill,  and  confirmatory  of  this  special  order 
of  the  City  Council,  authorize  or  furnish 
grounds  for  the  Auditor  to  refuse  payment  of  the 
draft  ? 

5.  If  either  of  these  proceedings  above  men- 
tioned, or  if  there  were  any  other  reasons  which 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Auditor  rendered  it  im- 
proper for  him  to  pay  the  draft,  in  your  opinion, 
do  the  city  ordinances  invest  him  with  discre- 
tionary power  in  such  case,  or  is  It  his  duty  to  re- 
port the  circumstances  to  the  City  Council  and 
ask  for  instruction  as  to  his  authority  to  pay  the 
draft  in  his  hands  ? 

Passed. 

Alderman  Breck — Mr.  Chairman,  in  pursuance 
of  my  object  to  obtain  information  for  the  Board 
in  relation  to  the  Burrill  case,  and  in  view  of  its 
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propriety  in  connection  with  the  recent  communi- 
cation received  from  the  City  Auditor  in  response 
to  the  order  of  the  1st  inst.,  I  submit  this  one, 
trustiDg  that  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  again  bring- 
ing forward  this  subject.  My  only  excuse,  if  any 
excuse  is  needed,  is  that  I  believe  it  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  of  the  deepest  interest  to  every  member  of 
the  City  Council,  for  it  concerns  all  their  decisions 
where  important  claims  have  been  or  may  be  set- 
tled by  them.  The  Burrill  claim  is  of  little  im- 
portance compared  to  the  question  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  City  Council  of  one  year  has  the  right 
or  power  to  reinvestigate,  annul  or  set  aside  the 
settlement  of  claims  made  in  good  faith  bv  a  pre- 
vious one.  If  it  is  done  in  one  instance,  what 
will  prevent  its  being  done  in  every  case  that 
has  been  investigated  by  the  City  Government? 
We  want  to  come  to  a  full  knowledge  ana  under- 
standing of  the  reasons  why  the  settlement  of  the 
Burrill  claim,  made  after  a  most  careful  investi- 
gation of  all  the  circumstances  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  1870,  and  after  the  order  signed  by  the 
Mayor  to  pay  the  sum  of  $40,000  as  agreed  upon, 
was  not  fulfilled.  It  was  to  obtain  reliable  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  that  I  offered  the  order  of 
March  1  requesting  the  City  Auditor  to  com- 
municate in  writing,  and  officially,  the  reason  why 
the  draft  that  had  been  signed  by  the  Mayor,  and 
received  by  him,  has  not  "been  paid.  This  reply 
is  perfectly  satisfactory,  so  far  as  he  is 
concerned;  he  informs  us  plainly  and  decidedly 
that  he  did  not  act  in  accordance  with  his  own 
judgment,  but  according  to  the  advice  and  opin- 
ion as  received  by  him  from  the  City  Solicitor. 
Aside  from  the  communication  of  the  City  Audit- 
or, we  are  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever,  and  as  we 
want  to  solve  this  mystery,  and,  if  possible,  dis- 
pose of  the  case  for  all  time,  so  that  it  may  not 
hereafter  be  brought  before  the  City  Council 
again,  I  offer  this  order  requesting  the  City  Soli- 
citor to  communicate  to  this  board  a  reply  to  the 
questions  propounded.  It  is  of  very  great  im- 
portance that  we  should  be  advised  by  him  in 
regard  to  the  reasons  for  his  opinion  given  to  the 
City  Auditor  advising  him  to  withhold  the  pay- 
ment of  the  draft  of  $40,000. 

I  believe  that  when  we  are  in  receipt  of  his 
communication  on  this  subject,  light  will  begin 
to  break,  and  then  we  shall  know  how  to  dispose 
of  this  ghost,  that  so  far  "will  not  down  at  our 
bidding." 

The  order  was  passed. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Bell  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  to  Nominate  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions, the  majority  (Aldermen  Bell  and  Flynn 
and  Councilman  Bowker)  recommending  the 
election  of  Lyman  A.  Belknap,  James  K.  Fagin 
and  John  B.  Martin;  and  the  minority  (Council- 
men  Coe  and  Martin)  recommending  the  election 
of  Lyman  A.  Belknap,  Oscar  B.  Mowry  and  John 
B.  Martin. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Slade. 

PERMITS    FOR    STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports,  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  occupy  stable  by  Isaac  Jessop, 
Bowdoin  street,  Ward  24;  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  Washingtonstreet,  near  Norfolk  street, 
Ward  .24.    Severally  accepted. 


PORTRAIT  OF  ADMIRAL  WINSLOVT. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  accompanying  petition  from  Mrs.  M. 
C.  B.  Cordeiro,  that  the  city  would  contribute  to 
the  purchase  of  a  portrait  of  Admiral  Wins- 
low,  to  be  placed  in  Faneuil  Hall,  have  attended  to 
their  duty,  and  would  report  that  >n  their  opinion 
it  is  highly  proper  that  the  portrait  of  aBostonian 
whose  name  is  identified  with  the  naval  history 
or  our  country  should  adorn  the  walls  of  Faneuil 
Hall.  They  have  given  the  petitioner  a  hearing, 
and  have  ascertained  that  $300  is  the  amount  de- 
manded for  the  portrait.  One  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  of  the  amount  has  already  been  sub- 
scribed by  patriotic  citizens  for  its  purchase, 
leaving  a  like  amount  to  be  provided  for.  The 
portrait  is  a  correct  one,  and  they  would  recom- 
mend its  purchase  by  the  passage  of  the  following 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall, 
as  per  request  of  Mrs  M.  C.  B.  Cordeiro,  be  and 
they  are  lieieby  authorized  to  purchase  the  por- 
trait of  Rear  Admiral  John  A.  Winslow,  for  the 
sum  of  $150,  upon  tne  receipt  of  a  bill  of  sale  of 
the  same;  said  portrait  to  be  placed  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings,  and  the  expense  therefor  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidental 
Expenses. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Orders  to  abate  sidewalk  assessments  on  par- 
ties unable  to  pay  the  same,  as  follows:  Ellen 
Long,  Dartmouth  place,  $15.60;  L.  K.  Atkinson, 
corner  Putnam  and  Lexington  streets.  East  Bos- 
ton, $47.49;  Julia  Russell,  198  West  Ninth  street, 
§8.75;  Catherine  Falvey,  179  West  Ninth  street, 
$16;  heirs  of  John  iVlcKenney,  17  Everett  street, 
East  Boston,  $19.57;  estate  of  Michael  Creed, 
West  Ninth  street,  South  Boston,  $13.50.    Passed. 

Order  granting  permission  to  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  of  its  track  on 
Chauncy  street  near  Bedford  street,  so  that 
the  passage  of  the  cars  over  said  track  shall 
not  be  obstructed  during  the  demolition  of  the 
old  building  at  the  corner  of  Chauncy  and  Bed- 
ford streets,  and  the  erection  of  a  new  one. 
Passed. 

Order  granting  permission  to  Marshal  P.  Wil- 
der to  occupy  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  estate  on 
Columbia  street,  Dorchester,  while  rebuilding  the 
wall  on  the  line  of  said  estate.    Passed. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to  Timothy 
Ahern  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Hamp- 
shire street  to  Vernon  street,  and  to  the  First 
Freewill  Baptist  Church  ior  flagging  crossing 
walks  on  Somerset  street  at  Pemberton  square. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Mon- 
day, April  5,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lay  down 
tracks  on  P  street  from  Fourth  to  First  street, 
■etc.    Order  passed. 

POLICE  COMMISSIONER. 

Alderman  Thorndike  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  executive  nomination  of  Thomas  J.  Gar- 
gan  as  Police  Commissioner.  Lost  —  4  for,  7 
against. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck. 
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Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  H.  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPEKS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions   were  referred,  etc.,  in  concurrence. 

Invitation  to  attend  the  Memorial  Services 
of  Post  113,G.  A.  R.  on  Decoration  Day.  Accepted 
in  concurrence. 

Report  of  inexpedient  to  place  a  Are  alarm 
bell  on  Engine  House  No.  15.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  purchase  the  portrait  of  Rear  Ad- 
miral John  A.  Winslow  at  a  cost  of  £150,  and  to 
place  it  in  Faneuil  Hall.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Amendment  to  order  respecting  the  sanita- 
ry condition  of  the  Sherwin  Schoolhouse,  to  sub- 
stitute therefor  an  order  for  an  examination  of 
all  schoolhouses  by  sanitary  experts  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Committee  on  Public, Buildings. 
Concurred. 

Order  to  sell  estates  belonging  to  the  city 
on  Northampton-street  District  and  elsewhere  as 
in  said  order  set  forth.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Report  and  orders  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  pub- 
lic streets  60.091  square  feet  of  land  adjoining  the 
Beacon  entrance  to  the  Back  Bay  park  and  to 
grade  the  streets  adjoining  said  entrance.  Orders 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  orders  to  transfer  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Quarantine  Department  to  that  for 
Board  of  Health  §1000;  from  the  appropriation  for 
County  of  Suffolk  to  that  for  Board  of  Health 
§4000;  to  that  for  Biidges,  §3000;  and  to  that  for 
the  Health  Department  §4000.  Also  to  add  to  the 
appropriation"  tor  the  Cochituate  Water  Works 
§12.000,  and  to  that  for  the  Mystic  Water  Works 
§6000;  to  be  charged  to  the  "income  from  said 
works.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23 — I  move  to  suspend  the 
rules  that  these  orders  may  take  their  second 
reading  this  evening.  In  some  cases  it  is  neces- 
sary that  this  money  should  be  paid  this  week. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  orders  were 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  concurrence — 
yeas  65,  nays  0. 

Keport  and  orders  for  a  loan  of  §320,000  for  the 
extension  of  Broadway  from  Albany  to  Washing- 
ton street,  to  be  added  to  the  unexpended  amount 
of  §80,000  heretofore  appropriated  and  for  the 
appropriation  of  §400,000  for  such  extension. 
Orders  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  orders  for  a  loan  of  §280.000  to  de- 
fray  the  cost,  of  pipes  for  a  new  main  from  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir  to  the  city  and  authorizing  a 
contract  therefor. 

The  orders  were  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  that  those  orders  may  take  their  sec- 
ond reading.  The  question  was  passed  upon  by 
the  Council"  at  the  last  meeting,  when  they  re- 
ferred the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  provide  tlie  means.  The  matter  cannot  be  at- 
tended to  too  soon.  The  price  of  iron  is  at  pres- 
.ent  somewhat  depressed  from  what  it  was  a  few 
•weeks  ago.  and  from  what  it  may  be  in  the  near 
future.  The  >ooner  the  Water  Board  can  act  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  city. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  orders  were 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  concurrence — 
yeas  65.  nays  1— Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  voting  nay. 
A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Greenough,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2,  the 
rule  was  suspended  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing, which  he  desired  referred: 

An  Ordinance 
To    amend  an   ordinance  respecting    boats  and 

lighters. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  rtspecling  boats  and 
lighters,  printed  in  the  edition  of  Statutes  and 
Ordinances  for  1876,  is  hereby  amended  by  adding 
the  following  section: 

••Sect.  24.  The  provisions  of  this  ordinance 
shall  not  apply  to  tlie  purchase  or  delivery  of  any 
stones,  gravel,  sand  or  other  material  used  in  the 


construction  of  the  improved  system  of  sewer- 
age." 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  understood  from 
the  gentleman  who  offered  the  ordinance  that  he 
intended  to  have  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  As  I  understand  it,  the  matter  is 
one  of  a  great  deal  of  importance,  and  it  is  desir- 
able it  should  be  actod  upon  at  once.  It  is  in  re- 
lation to  the  inspection  of  gravel  for  the  im- 
proved sewerage,  and  if  it  is  done  by  the  regular 
inspectors  the  city  will  have  to  pay  some  four  or 
five  thousand  dollars.  If  it  is  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  the  Board  concur- 
on  Monday,  it  can  be  reported  back  next  Thurs- 
day. It  is  hardly  desirable  to  pass  an  ordinance 
unless  it  is  referred  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  O  Dowd — I  should  like  to  have  an  explana- 
tion of  the  reasons  for  offering  this  ordinance.  It 
is  a  very  important  matter.  I  cannot  understand 
the  ordinance  from  hearing  it  read.  Perhaps  the 
gentleman  who  introduced  it  csn  give  some  rea- 
sons for  it. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2— The  Committee 
on  Improved  Sewerage  had  this  matter  before 
them  at  the  last  meeting.  They  are  about  build- 
ing a  stone  wall  at  the  Cow  Pasture,  which  will 
require  considerable  stone  and  gravel.  There  are 
present  inspectors  elected  by  the  City  Govern- 
ment, who  are  entitled  to  a  fee  for  inspecting 
every  ton  of  stone  and  gravel  placed  on 
this  *  wall.  The  City  Engineer  has  inspec- 
tors at  worK  at  the  place,  the  lighters  will 
come  there,  and  the  inspectors  who  are  looking 
after  the  work  can  inspect  it  just  as  well  as  those 
•elected  by  the  City  Government.  If  this  amend- 
ment is  passed,  it  will  save  the  city  some  live 
thousand  dollars.  That  is  why  it  is  here  to- 
night. Then  the  committee  are  about  to  open  a 
contract  at  Moon  Head,  where  a  considerable 
lrore  of  this  stone  and  material  will  be  used,  and 
if  this  amendment  is  not  adopted,  it  will  all  have 
to  be  inspected  by  the  official  inspectors. 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  have  no  objections  to  the  refer- 
ence of  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, and  I  trust  and  believe  they  will  give  it 
fair  consideration.  But  it  is  not  clear  to  my 
mind  that  they  can  save  five  or  six  thousand  dol- 
lars. We  know  we  have  a  body  of  sworn  inspec- 
tors who  have  no  interest  in  the  matter,  are  con- 
tinually in  office,  and  serve  the  city  well.  In  this 
case  we  do  not  understand  that  the  city  will  be 
sworn,  and  we  cannot  have  the  assurance  of  cor- 
rect measurements  that  we  have  under  the  pres- 
ent system,  if  the  duties  are  to  be  performed  by 
others.  I  cannot  understand  how  we  will  save 
five  or  six  thousand  dollars,  unless  we  know  some- 
thing about  the  men  who  are  to  inspect  this  ma- 
terial. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  don't  think  much 
can  be  added  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  2,  the  chairman  of  the  committee;  but 
I  think  it  can  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  that  there  is 
to  be  an  unquestioned  saving  if  this  amendment 
to  the  ordinance  is  passed.  The  large  quantity  of 
brick,  stone  and  gravel  which  is  to  be  delivered 
for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age can  just  as  well  be  tested  by  the  inspectors 
employed  by  the  committer  as  by  the  inspectors 
elected  by  the  city.  If  it  is  not  passed,  the  fees 
for  inspecting  will  be  a  very  large  amount.  If 
the  amendment  is  adopted,  the  committee's 
inspectors  will  do  the  whole  work  for  five  dollars 
a  day.  A  very  large  quantity  of  the  material  is  to 
be  inspected,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  fees  on 
what  is  already  contracted  for  will  amount  to 
four  or  five  thousand  dollars.  There  is  no  earthly 
use  in  the  city  paying  for  the  inspection  of  this 
material  and  having  it  done  by  the  regularly 
elected,  sworn  inspectors,  although  it  is  prob- 
able  that    those    who  inspect  it    wiil  be  sworn. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— I  cannot  see  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing any  more  inspectors.  I  should  think 
the  four  already  elected  would  be  sufficient  to  at- 
tend to  this  duty.  I  throw  out  this  suggestion 
for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
whether  it  is  necessary  to  appoint  extra  inspect- 
ors to  do  this  work. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2 — The  trouble  is 
that  the  engineers  don't  wish  to  be  under  the 
control  of  or  be  bossed  by  the  inspectors.  A  ves- 
sel may  get  there  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  and 
we  would  have  to  send  to  Boston  to  get  one  of  the 
inspectors  to  come  out  there.  The  Inspectors  em- 
ployed by  the  committee  will  be  on  the  ground, 
and  can  inspect  the  material  themselves,  without 
delay. 
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The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances.  A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr. 
Whitmore,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 
Sent  up. 

CITY    ENGINEER. 

A  report  nominating  H.  M.  Whigntman  for 
City  Engineer  came  down  with  a  certificate  of  his 
election.  The  report  was  accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Sir.  Farwell  of  Ward  15  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  that  the  Council^might  proceed  to  an 
election. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  an  election  or- 
dered. Committee — Messrs.  Farwell  of  Ward  15, 
Austin  of  Ward  11,  Devlin  of  Ward  13. 

Whole  number  of  votes 66 

Necessary  for  a  choice 3-4 

Henry  M.  Wightman  bad 63 

E.  C. 'Clark.  1 

George  A.  Shn\v 2 

Mr.  Wightman  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

Later  in  the  session,  Mr.  Austin  of  Ward  11  of- 
fered an  order — That  Assistant  Engineer  Henry 
M.  Wightman  be  authorized  and  empowered  tb 
discharge  the  duties  of  City  Engineer  from  the 
date  of  the  passage  of  this  '  order  until  the  first 
Monday  in  April,  1S80.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

FIRST  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of 
Charles  B.  Hunting,  George  A.  Shaw  and  Richard 
J.  Fenrelly  as  First  Assistant  Assessors  in  place 
of  John  Bryant,  George  W.  Kingman  and  Samuel 
B.  Krogman,  chosen  by  this  Council. 

Ad  election  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — Before  the  Council 
proceeds  to  ballot,  I  believe  it  has  been  customary 
for  any  member  to  discuss  the  qualifications  of 
any  of  the  candidates  proposed.  As  we  have  so 
few  to  elect  I  hope  the  committee  will  excuse  me 
if  I  call  attention  to  the  name  of  one  candidate.  I 
refer  to  Mr.  George  A.  Shaw,  who  has  already 
been  twice  elected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, and 
desire  to  give  some  reasons  why  I  hope  the 
Council  will  concur.  Nearly  "  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  knows "  something  of 
Mr.  Shaw;  and  in  regard  to  his  position 
and  his  qualifications  as  an  Assessor  I  desire  to 
state  that  I,  today,  had  an  interview  with  one  of 
the  Principal  Assessors,  who  stated  in  the  most 
unequivocal  terms  that  Mr.  Shaw  was  one  of  the 
best  Assistant  Assessors  they  had,  that  he  was  an 
entirely  competent  officer;  and  so  far  as  his  indi- 
vidual preference  is  concerned  he  would  be  glad 
to  see  him  elected.  1  make  this  statement  "not 
only  to  do  justice  to  him  as  an  official,  but  also 
because  the  opposition  to  Mr.  Shaw  has  taken  the 
form  of  assertions  and  rumors  in  regard  to  a 
matter  not  at  all  connected  with  bis  capacity  as 
an  Assessor.  If  any  member  of  this  Council  has 
a  charge  to  bring  against  Mr.  Shaw  as  an  Assessor 
or  a  man,  1  think  he  ought  now  to  stand  up  and 
declare  it,  or  else  cease  any  attempts  to  defeat 
Mr.  Shaw.  I  do  not  at  this.'(tiiue  propose  to  fur- 
ther particularize  the  rumors  to  which  1  refer,  but 
I  hope  members  will  bear  in  mind  what  1  have 
stated,  that  one  of  the  Principal  Assessors  states 
that  Mr.  Shaw  is  a  competent,  faithful  official; 
and,  unless  some  charge  is  maoe,  1  hope  members 
will  disregard  any  rumors  or  slanders  whatever. 
As  we  have  only  three  to  elect,  I  hope  the  Council 
will  see  fit  to  elect  him. 

Mr.  Sawyer  ot  Ward  IS-  In  relation  to  what  has 
been  said  by  the  member  from  Ward  12  abourt 
Mr.  Shaw,  that  certain  charges  were  maoe  against 
him,  I  would  like  to  htar  the  fir«t  man  say  that 
any  charges  have  been  made  against  Mr.  Shaw. 
But,  for  some  abuse  and  insult  to  a  member  of 
this  body  about  two  weeks  ago,  I  have  stated,  and 
state  now,  that  I  shall  do  my  best  to  defeat  him. 
The  matter  which  occurred  about  a  year  ago  has 
not  been  alluded  to  except  by  Mr.  Shaw.  From 
two  weeks  ago  up  to  this  time,  he  has  been  stating 
that  the  stories  circulated  about  him  by  the  Saw- 
yers were  not  true.  The  Sawyers  never  uttered 
one  single  word  in  relation  "to  Mr.  Shaw,  and  I 
dety  him  or  any  one  else  to  show  anything  to  the 
contrary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  a  com- 
mittee of  four  was  appointed  to  collect  and  count 
votes,  consisting  ot  Messrs.  Park  man  of  Ward  9, 
Bowker  of  Ward  16,  Hart  of  Ward  lb,  and  Whit- 
more of  Ward  12. 

Whole  number  of  votes 71 

Necessary  for  a  choice 36 

Thomas  L.  Jenks 1 

Wm.  Baker 1 

JauiesBrowu 1 


H.  Crofoot. 1 

Charles   B.  Hunting 24 

George  W.  Kingman ; 26 

George  A.  Shaw 34 

Samuel  B .  Krogman 37 

John  Bryant.' 3S 

Richard  J.  Fennelly 42 

Mr.  Fennelly  was  elected  in  concurrence,  and 

Messrs.  Krogman  and  Bryant  in  non-concurrence. 

Sent  up. 

3YERSEERS  OF  THE   POOR- 

4  report  nominating  Thomas  C.  Amory,Liverus 
Hull,  John  D.  Mahar  and  Michael  J.  Donovan  as 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  came  down  with  a  certifi- 
cate of  their  election. 

Mr.  Donahoe  of  Ward  15  moved  to  suspend 
the  rule,  to  proceed  to  an  election. 

Mr.  Coe— 1  hope  that  will  not  be  done.  I  don't 
think  this  Council  is  prepared  to  go  into  a  ballot 
for  Overseers  of  the  Poor  tonight,  and  I  hope  the 
election  will  lay  over  for  a  week,  as  usual. 

The  Council  "refused  to  suspend  the  rule,  and 
the  electiou  was  laid  over. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  request  the  Board  of  Health  to  place 
urinals  in  Maverick  and  Ceutral  squares.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

Order  to  complete  the  collection  of  photographs 
of  past  Presidents  of  the  Council,  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  S50.  Amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wheeler  of  Ward  9,  by  making  the  order  include 
the  present  President,  and  increasing  the  appro- 
priation to  S7o.  and  as  amended  passed. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  a  wooden  receptacle 
for  fire-alarm  wires  on  roof  of  City  Hall.  Passed, 
in  concurrence. 

An  ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordinance  in 
relation  to  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes. 
Passed.  A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Whit- 
more, hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 
Sent  up. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  were  acted  upon,  hav- 
ing been  laid  over  from  last  meeting; 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery. 

Report  nominating  Frank  L.    Tileston  as  Coui- 

mis?iouer  ot  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  for  five  years. 

A    ballot    was   ordered.       Committee — Mes^s. 

Brown  of  Ward  23,  Lane  of  Ward  13,  and  Nason 

of  Ward  .3. 

Whole  number  of  votes 03 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Prank  L.  Tiles  ton  5© 

George  A.  Shaw 2 

Isaac"  Rosnosky 2 

John  Carven 1 

Dudley   1'rav 1 

M.  J   Killev". 1 

Charles  B  Hunting 1 

Mr.  Tileston  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries. 
Report  nominating  Thomas  L.    Jenks  and  Ebe- 
nezer  Adams  as  directors  of  East  Boston  ferries 
for  i  wo  years. 
A  ballot  was  ordered. 

Committee — Messrs.  Lowell  of  Ward  1,  Doberty 
of  Ward  7,  and  Christal  of  Ward  S. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 68 

Necessary  for  choiee 35 

John  tlie  Wrestler 1 

John  L.  Baker 1 

M.  J.  Burns SI 

Thomas  L.  Jenks 47 

Ebeuezer  Adams 50 

Messrs.  Jenks  and  Adams  were  elected.    Sent 

IP- 
MEMBER  OF  THE   BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6  called  for  the  special 
assignment  for  8.30  P.  M.,  viz: 

Motiou  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  refusal  to  con- 
firm the  appointment  of  James  M.  Keith  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23 — 1  presume  there  will  be  no 
opposition  to  the  reconsideration,  as  moved  bvthe 
gentleman  from  Ward  21.  If  he  will  withdraw 
his  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  I  think  it  will  be 
reconsidered  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — 1  am  willing  to  withdraw 
the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  it  I  can  do  so  by 
general  consent. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed  and  the  Council 
proceeded  to  ballot  on  the  question  of  confirma- 
tion. 

Committee— Messrs.  Pratt  of  Ward  21,  Blake- 
uiore  of  Ward  23,  and  Kendrickeu  of  Ward  20. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL 


Whole  number  of  ballots 70 

Necessary  for  confirmation 36 

Yes 41 

No 29 

Mr.  Keith's  nomination  was  confirmed  in  con- 
currence. 

CITY  REGISTRAR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  for  the  other 
special  assignment  for  8.30  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Report  on  maintenance  of  City  Registrar's  De- 
partment.   (City  Doc.  36.) 

The  question  was  on  accepting  the  report. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  shall  take  very  little  time  ©f 
the  Council  in  order  to  make  two  or  three  state- 
ments, and  then  shall  offer  an  order  which  will, 
perhaps,  have  the  effect  of  giving  the  relief 
which  was  desired  by  the  petitioners.  The  con- 
clusion arrived  at  by  the  committee  was  that 
no  further  action  he  taken  upon  the  subject, 
and  that  subject  was  the  recommendation 
by  the  Mayor  in  his  Address  that  the  City  Regis- 
trar's Department  be  closed,  and  the  duty  now 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  laws  be  performed  by 
the  Board  of  Health.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  the  tact  that  during  the  last 
six  years — from  1875  to  1880— this  matter  has  been 
brought  before  the  City  Council  in  some  form  or 
other  every  year,  and  twice  at  least  it  has  been 
brought  up  informally  in  the  Legislature.  I  do  not 
intend  to  dissent  at  all  from  the  conclusion  of 
the  committee,  that  it  is  entirely  inexpedient  to 
abolish  the  City  Registrar's  Department,  or  to 
petition  the  Legislature  to  transfer  its  duties  to 
the  Board  of  Health.  I  might  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  after  a  department  has  come  here  five  times 
in  six  years  and  asked  for  a  certain  change  in  our 
ordinances,  and  been  refused  every  time,  prob- 
ably that  department  was  in  the  wrong.  Last 
year  I  had  the  pleasure  of  serving  upon  a  commit- 
tee which  gave  a  hearing  to  the  parties  who  felt 
themselves  injured  by  the  existing  ordinance, 
and  though  we  recommended  leave  to  withdraw, 
the  impression  was  made  upon  my  mind,  and  I 
presume  upon  others  oi  the  committee,  that  there 
was  somewhere  a  real  inconvenience  caused  by 
our  laws,  or  otherwise  these  same  petitioners — be- 
ing very  respectful  persons,  the  undertakers  of 
the  city  and  also  a  large  number  of  physicians — 
would  not  have  continued  year  after  year  to  peti- 
tion for  a  change  unless  there  was  some  substan- 
tial reason  for  it.  I  have  taken  the  pains  during 
the  last  week  to  look  up  the  subject,  see  what  the 

frievance  was,  and  whether  there  was  any  feasi- 
le  remedy.  The  difficulty  seems  to  lie 
in  one  of  our  ordinances,  passed  in  1872, 
by  which  the  power  was  given  to  the 
Board  of  Health,  which  they  construed  as  author- 
izing them  to  ask  for  certain  statistics  before 
issuing  burial  permits.  1  think  there  may  be  in 
this  matter  some  basis  for  the  complaint  of  in- 
convenience, and  which  we  can  remedy  without 
going  to  the  Legislature,  and  without  at  all 
adopting  the  idea  of  abolishing  the  City  Regis- 
trar's department.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
the  main  subject,  because  it  will  take  a  good  deal 
of  time,  and  I  presume  the  Council  is  willing  to 
accept  the  report  of  the  committee  which  passed 
the  other  branch  by  a  large  majority;  but  in 
order  to  ascertain  if  any  hardship  can  be 
remedied  I  shall  offer  an  order  in  the  nature  of 
an  amendment,  because  it  treats  of  a  portion  of 
the  subject,  and  if  the  Council  agrees  to  it  I  shall 
be  glad  to  vote  for  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 
Possibly  this  order  may  meet  the  views  of  those 
who  think  there  is  some  grievance  which  ought 
to  be  remedied. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committer 
on  Ordinances  be  instructed  to  examine  and  re- 
port if  any  changes  are  desirable  in  the  ordi- 
nances or  statutes  in  regard  to  burial  permits,  or 
recording  vital  statistics. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  stolen  my  thunder.  I  had  drawn  an 
order  covering  very  similar  grounds,  which  I  pro- 
posed to  offer  late  in  the  evening.  It  certainly 
seems  as  if  the  issuing  of  burial  permits  might  bo 
simplified  very  much.  At  present  the  statutes 
require  that  before  a  body  can  be  buried  a  certifi- 
cate shall  be  signed  by  the  physician  in  attend- 
ance, that  certificate  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  after  it  has  been  so  ap- 
proved the  certificate  shall  be  taken  to  the  City 
Registrar's  office,  who  issues  the  burial  permit. 
Members  of  the  Council  will  see  that  is  apparent- 
ly unnecessary  circumlocution.  If  a  person  dies 
on  Saturday  after  five  o'clock,  it  will  be  necessary 
to     travel     all    over     the    city    and    get    Mr, 


Apollonio  before  the  body  can  be  touched. 
This  is  required  by  the  statutes.  I  had 
drawn  an  order  requesting  the  .  Joint  Com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  upon  this  subject. 
I  do  not  know  but  that  the  order  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  1  will  cover  the  ground,  and  in 
that  view  I  hope  the  report  will  be  accepted. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  order  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore  was  passed. 
A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Whitmore  was  lost. 
Sent  up. 

SUPERINTENDENCE  OF  BRIDGES. 

The  Council  took  up  the  election  of  superintend- 
ents of  bridges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8.  it  was 
ordered  that  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to 
count  votes,  and  that  a  ballot  be  taken. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  presented  a  petition  of 
Benjamin  James  and  others  requesting  the  re- 
election of  George  H.  Davis  as  Superintendent  of 
Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge,  that  he  had  held 
the  position  twenty  years,  his  public  record  was 
always  good,  and  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  as  a 
citizen  and  a  man.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  have  listened  with  a 
good  deal  of  attention  to  the  petition  just  read  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Davis.  Last  year  there  was  an  in- 
vestigation in  regard  to  Mr.  Davis  which  caused 
his  defeat.  The  present  incumbent  could  have  a 
petition  as  large  as  that  one  if  it  was  necessary. 
Mr.  Holland  has  served  one  year,  and  was  the 
successor  of  Mr.  Davis.  I  have  sent  the  Assistant 
Messenger  for  the  records  of  that  investigation, 
but  he  has  not  returned;  but  I  will  say  they 
showed  that  Mr.  Davis  was  incompetent  to  be  su- 
perintendent of  that  bridge.  For  years  there 
have  been  rumors  in  regard  to  Mr.  Davis  to  show 
that  he  is  not  competent  and  not  fit  for  the  office. 

I  hope  lie  will  not  be  elected. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  was  on  the  committee 
last  year  and  this  year.  Mr.  Davis's  petition  was 
fully  considered.  Rumors  were  afloat  last  year  in 
regard  to  his  reputation,  and  this  year  it  was 
thought  most  advisable  not  to  stir  that  matter  up, 
as  it  was  neither  profitable  to  himself  nor  those 
connected  with  him.  Therefore  the  committee 
dropped  his  name  this  year,  as  they  did  last  year. 
It  was  also  shown  that  the  present  incumbent  met 
with  a  severe  accident  while  discharging  his  duty, 
which  prevented  him  from  being  at  his  post  for 
some  time.  It  is  very  improper  to  take  advantage 
of  a  mau  in  such  a  situation.  He  received  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  committee  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  gentleman  who  makes  the  minority  re- 
port. That  gentleman  was  asked  if  he  desired  to 
change  because  of  the  incompetency  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  holds  this  position,  and  he  said,*'No," 
but  because  he  desired  to  put  Mr.  Davis  back  in 
the  position  he  held  for  twenty  years.  Now,  gen- 
tlemen, when  a  man  holds  a  position  twenty  years 
he  becomes  heedless  and  is  n't  worth  anything  at 
all.  That  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  he  was  not 
nominated.  I  hope  the  minority  report  will  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6—1  should  like  to  ask 
whether  the  disability  of  Mr.  Holland  is  a  perma- 
nent or  temporary  one. 

Mr.  Christal — No  sir,  it  is  not. 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  an- 
swer. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14— In  regard  to  these  ru- 
mors about  Mr.  Davis,  I  take  the  words  of  the 
late  Alderman  Pope,  who  said  he  has  thoroughly 
investigated  these  matters  and  found  them  en- 
tirely groundless.  They  are  on  record,  and  that 
is  enough  for  me. 

Mr.  Devlin — I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  this  dis- 
cussion more  than  to  say  that  this  investigation 
took  place;  an  ex-membei  of  the  Council  came 
before  the  committee,  and  said  that  Mr.  Davis 
took  his  goods  without  paying  for  them.  I  think 
that  was  the  cause  of  his  defeat. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14 — Mr.  Davis  denies  it  in 
toto,  and  they  did  not  prove  it  to  the  satisfaction 
of  Alderman  Pope. 

Committee  to  Count  Ballots— Messrs.  Hancock 
of  Ward  1,  Hilton  of  Ward  5,  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward 
8,  and  Clapp  of  Ward  14. 

Whole  number  of  votes 71 

Necessary  for  a  choice 36 

For  Superintendent  of  Federal-streetBxldge— 

Jacob  Norris 68 

Dover-street  Bridge— Angus  Nelson 57 

Chelsea-street  Bridge— John  Gill 69 

Charles-Kiver  Bridge— Joel  B.  Bolan 67 

Warren  Bridge— Charles  H.  Marble 6G 

Maiden  Bridge— John  Howard 70 

Broadway  Bridge— John  C.Poole 71 
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Mt.  Washington-avenue    Bridge— Daniel    J. 

Holland 44 

George  H.  Davis 26 

Meridian  street  Bridge— Walter  T.  Wendall..42 

George  Morrison 28 

Congress-street   Bridge— Matthew   J.    Calla- 
han  70 

.And  all  but  Messrs.  George  H.  Davis,  for  Mt. 
"Washington-avenue  Bridge,  and  George  Morrison 
(the  committee's  nomination),  for  the  Meridian- 
street  Bridge,  were  elected. 

SALARIES  OF  CITY;  OFFICERS. 

The  Council  took  up  the  report,  orders  and  or- 
dinances to  establish  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
of  the  city  for  the  year  beginning  April  1,  1880 
(City   Doc.  No.  38). 

The  orders  were  considered  seriatim,  and  dis- 
cussion ensued  as  follows: 

Superintendent  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Mr. 
O'Dowd  of  Ward  6 — I  should  like  to  ask  what 
reasons  there  are  for  increasing  the  salary  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  terries  to  $2500.  Some  offi- 
cers are  paid  much  less  whose  duties  are  more 
arduous  and  responsible. 

Further  discussion  occurred  later. 

Deputy  Collectors.  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1 
would  like  to  ask,  with  regard  to  the  salaries  of 
Deputy  Collectors  of  Taxes.  Previous  to  1877 
their  salaries  were  §1600.  In  that  year  the  Re- 
trenchment Committee  reduced  them  to  SHOO. 
The  next  year  they  were  increased  to  §1500,  and 
this  year  $200  more  is  added,  so  that  if  this  order 
is  passed  they -will  receive  81700,  or  §100  more 
than  they  ever  received  before. 

Mr.  Hilton— There  are  at  present  six- 
teen men  performing  the  services  for- 
merly performed  by  nineteen.  Their  du- 
ties are  much  more  arduous  than  former- 
ly, on  account  of  certain  facts  which  I  will  state. 
The  amount  of  salary  these  sixteen  men  now  re- 
ceive is  §6000 less  than  was  formerly  paid  to  the 
nineteen  men.  The  labor  of  collecting  has  in- 
creased at  least  twenty  to  twenty-five  per  cent. 
In  addition  to  the  collection  of  the  taxes  they 
have  the  collection  of  assessments  for  sewers, 
sidewalks  and  betterments,  whereas  formerly 
they  had  none  of  these  duties  to  perform.  In  ad- 
dirion  to  this  they  are  required  to  give  bonds  of 
§8000  each  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their 
du:ies.  The  committee  attended  to  the  subject 
to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  recommend  this 
advance,  considering  it  nothing  more  than  jus- 
tice, as  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 

Assistant  City  Messenger.  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward 
T — I  see  in  section  6  that  the  salary  of  the  Third 
Assistant  Messenger  has  been  increased  a  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  I  should  like  to  know  some  rea- 
•son  for  it. 

Mr.  McLaughlin— It  was  considered  that  the  du- 
ties of  the  third  assistant  were  quite  as  arduous 
as  the  second. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— The  City  Messenger  has  lately  in- 
troduced a  system  of  telephone  and  speaking- 
tube  connections  which  require  the  constant  at- 
tendance of  his  third  assistant,  besides  doing  the 
ordinary  routine  work  of  the  office.  I  thought 
the  reason  for  the  increase  was  very  good. 

Sealers  of  Weight*  awl  Measures.  Mr.  Park- 
man  ot  Ward  9  inquired  why  the  salaries  of  these 
officers  had  been  increased. 

Mr.  Hilton — The  duties  of  their  position  have 
-increased  very  much  within  two  years.  Instead 
of  the  scales'that  have  to  be  sealed  being  taken 
to  the  office,  the  sealers  now  have  to  drive  around 
to  the  places  of  business  and  attend  to  the  seal- 
ing. By  actual  recoid  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  mi  ire  work  done  in  the  past  two  years  than 
previously. 

Superintendent  of  the  Ferries.  Mr.  O'Dowd  of 
Ward  6—1  would  ask  lor  a  division  on  the  latter 
part  of  the  orders  in  regard  to  the  Superintendent 
-of  East  Boston  Ferries.  I  understand  he  is  get- 
ting §2200  per  annum.  I  see  the  Superintendent 
of  Common  receives  the  same  It  occurs  to  me 
that  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of  Common  are 
more  arduous  than  those  of  the  Superintendent 
of  East  Boston  Ferries.  It  would  be  rather  a 
hardship  to  increase  the  salary  of  one  and  leave 
the  other  as  it  is.  There  is  great  disproportion 
when  you  consider  the  duties  of  the  two  officers. 
"This  matter  was  referred  to  last  year.  It  seems 
-to  me  the  gentleman  is  well  paid  for  his  service 
at  S2200. 

Mr.  Christal — My  friend  is  not  familiar  with  the 
workings  of  the  ferries  and  the  duties  of  the  su- 
perint  ndent.  In  stormy  weather  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Common  can  ta»e  shelter,  but 
when  there  is  a  storm  the  Superintendent  of  Fer- 


ries has  to  expose  himself  to  the  weather  and 
look  after  the  city's  property  which  is  in  danger. 
The  work  devolving  upon  him  is  very  laborious 
and  dangerous.  I  have  been  over  there  in  a  storm 
myself,  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  had 
been  there  I  think  he  would  know  the  duty  was 
more  dangerous  than  attending  to  the  Common. 
I  should  like  a  division  on  a  great  many  of  these 
questions,  because  there  are  many  heads  of  de- 
partments who  are  not  paid  sufficient.  I  have  par- 
ticular reference  to  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
whose  salary  is  insufficient. 

Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council.  Mr. 
Sibley  of  Ward  5  moved  to  amend  section  4  of  the 
order  on  page  3,  so  that  the  allowance  for  clerk 
hire  for  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  should 
be  $1200  instead  of  SHOO.  Mr.  Sibley  said  the 
assistant  clerk  was  formerly  paid  S1200.  Some 
years  ago,  under  the  plea  of  great  depression  in 
business,  the  amount  was  reduced  S100.  Every 
member  is  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  clerk, 
and  he  thought  it  should  be  increased. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Boston  Water  Board.  Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire 
to  ask  if  it  is  not  possible  to  equalize  the  salaries 
of  the  Water  Board.  I  suppose  there  is  some 
good  reason  why  it  is  not  done,  but  it  has  escaped 
my  mind  at  present. 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  understand  it  was  on  account  of 
the  gentleman  appuin ted  in  1856  receiving  $3500, 
and  the  reduction  has  not  been  made  in  his  salary 
as  well  as  the  others. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5 — That  matter  is  not  quite 
clear  to  me,  but  I  recollect  that  it  was  before  the 
committee  last  year.  I  think  the  salary  was  not 
■established  before  the  gentleman  was  appointed, 
and  there  is  a  statute  law  which  says  the  salary 
cannot  be  changed  after  an  appointment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  that  the  salaries  of 
the  Water  Board  be  left  over  until  the  next  meet- 
ing so  that  they  might  get  information,  and  then 
continued:  I  had  it  in  my  mind  that  the  salary 
-of  this  officer  could  not  be  reduced  or  that  it  has 
been  allowed  to  go  on  by  accident.  There  ought 
to  be  some  way  out  of  it.  I  move  to  strike  out 
the  eleventh  section  and  request  the  committee 
to  report  at  the  next  meeting  if  any  change  can 
be  made  to  equalize  these  salaries.  The  member 
who  draws  the  largest  salary  is  not  the  poorest 
member  of  the  board  and  will  not  suffer  if  it  is 
changed. 

Mr.  Coe — These  members  of  the  Water  Board 
are  appointed  for  three  years,  and  their  salaries 
cannot  be  reduced  during  their  term  of  office. 
Nothing  will  be  gained  by  recommitting  it. 

Mr.  Hilton— I  am  quite  sure  the  question  was 
referred  to  the  City  Solicitor  last  year,  and  his 
decision  received  that  it  could  not  be  changed. 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  it 
laid  over.  I  cannot  see  anything  in  the  ordinance 
about  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore — What  has  been  said  rather 
strengthens  the  desirability  of  laying  it  over.  I 
think  some  arrangement  might  be  made  with  the 
member  of  the  Water  Board  whereby  he  will  re- 
linquish the  amount  he  now  draws  over  and  above 
the  salary  of  his  fellow  members. 
t  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25—1  move  an  amendment 
to  seetion  10,  relating  to  the  Inspector  of  Provi- 
sions. I  see  he  has  a  salary  of  S1509.  I  do  not 
know  but  the  duties  of  that  gentleman  are  worth 
that  amount,  but  I  have  been  there  a  good  many 
years,  and  it  is  very  seldom  I  see  him  around  in- 
specting anything.  I  don't  see  what  his  duties 
are  that  they  should  require  so  large  a  sum. 

Mr.  Bigelow's  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  adopted,  and  the  question  then  came  up  on  re- 
committing sections  10  and  11. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10— In  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  I  find  the 
statute  constituting  the  Boston  Water  Board  on 
page  928  of  the  Statutes  and  Ordinances,  section 
103,  reads  as  follows: 

'•The  salaries  of  the  members  of  the  Boston 
Water  Board  shall  not  be  diminished  during  the 
terms  for  which  they  are  respectively  ap- 
pointed." 

That  seems  to  settle  the  question  about  the  sal- 
ary of  Mr.  Thompson. 

Mr.  Whitmore— That  was  my  recollection  of  the 
statute.  But  I  still  hold  to  the  belief  that  if  the 
Committee  on  Salaries  make  a  representation  to 
the  member  of  the  Water  Board  he  may  renounce 
it,  though  we  cannot  make  him  relinquish  it.  I 
think  the  gentleman  will  be  public-spirited 
enough,  and  feel  confident  he  will  sacrifice  the 
amount. 

Mr.  Swift— Whatever  the  member  of  the  Water 
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Board  would  wish  to  do,  we  have  no  authority  to 
diminish  his  salary  during  his  term  of  office.  If 
he  wishes  to  give  up  §500,  of  course  he  can  pay  it 
into  the  city  treasury. 

Mr.  Hilton  read  the  report  of  the  Salary  Com- 
mittee submitted  on  this  subject  last  year,  print- 
ed on  page  489  of  the  proceedings,  wherein  the 
City  Solicitor  decided  that  Mr.  Thompson  having- 
been  appointed  before  the  salary  was  changed,  it 
must  remain  the  same  during  his  term  of  office. 

By  general  consent  Mr.Whitmore  and  Mr.  Bige- 
low  were  allowed  to  withdraw  their  amendments. 

Assistant  Inspector  of  Buildi?igs.  Mr.  Fitzpat- 
rick  of  Ward  8 — I  would  move  an  amendment  that 
the  salaries  of  these  officers  be  §1400  instead  of 
$1350;  They  are  required  to  do  the  largest  part  of 
their  duty  outside  of  the  building.  I  should  think 
it  would  require  a  considerable  salary  for  a  first- 
class  mechanic  to  perform  their  duties. 

The  amendment  was  lost — 16  for,  35  against. 

City  Registrar's  Clerk  Hire.  Mr.  O'Dowd  of 
Ward  6  asked  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  twen- 
ty-live cents  for  information  furnished  concern- 
ing births  by  the  City  Registrar,  etc.  » 

Sir.  Parkinan  of  Ward  9  read  a  section  of  the 
General  Statutes  on  page  663,  allowing  a  fee  of 
fifty  cents  for  such  information. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  the  State  pays 
fifty  cents  and  the  city  of  Boston  allows  the  City 
Registrar  to  receive  twenty-five  cents,  which  is  a 
gain  to  the  city. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall.  Mr.  Sibley  of 
Ward  5— X  movej  to  amend  so  that  the  salary  of 
this  officer  should  be  at  the-  rate  of  $2500  a  year, 
instead  of  $2200  as  reported  by  the  committee.  He 
said — This  officer  performs  his  duties  as  well  as  any 
of  the  heads  of  departments.  His  hours  are  not 
from  nine  o'clock  until  tive,  but  they  are  from 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  sundown,  and 
on  Saturday  until  quite  late  in  the  evening.  I 
find  that  he  shall  act  as  Inspector  of  Provisions, 
under  the  authority  of  chapter  180  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  1876,  without  additional  compensation.  I 
am  not  a  salary  raiser  in  all  cases,  but  when  a 
man  has  to  act  as  a  policeman,  and  travel  many 
miles  every  day,  it  is  certainly  very  laborious. 
There  is  a  great  amount  of  business  to  be  done. 
He  has  to  be  there  at  all  times,  and  considering  the 
number  of  hours,  the  labor,  and  the  revenue  which 
the  city  receives  from  the  markets,  I  believe  it  is 
no  more  than  just  that  he  should  have  a  larger 
compensation. 

Mr.  Pratt  inquired  whether  the  inspector  named 
in  another  order  and  this  officer  were  the  same. 

Mr.  Hilton  explained  the  difference  between  the 
two  officers. 

Mr.  Bigelow — There  is  a  Superintendent  of  Fan- 
euil Hall  Market  and  also  an  Inspector  of  Provi- 
sions. The  Superintendent  has  a  deputy  who  is 
paid  $1300,  and  these  two  gentlemen  devote  their 
entire  time  to  the  business.  The  inspector 
named  in  article  10,  page  6,  is  an  inspector  at 
large,  who  is  also  Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall, 
for  which  he  receives  $500,  making  a  salary  of 
$2000.  This  gentleman  has  been  Inspector  of  Pro- 
visions for  one  or  two  years.  His  duty  is 
to  visit  different  markets,  inspect  the  provi- 
sions, ana  see  that  none  is  offered  for  sale 
unfit  for  use.  I  am  myself  in  one  of  the 
prominent  markets.  He  very  seldom  shows 
himself  more  than  once  a  month.  They  might 
•offer  any  quantity  of  provisions  for  sale  not  lit  to- 
eat,  without  his  knowledge.  Mr.  McKay,  the  Su- 
perintendent of  FaneuelTlall  Market,  attends  to- 
that  business  all  the  time.  Why  the  Inspector  of 
Provisions  at  large  should  receive  a  campensation 
of  $1500  for  doing  so  small  an  amount  of  work,  I 
cannot  see.  It  would  be  no  more  than  justice  to- 
raise  the  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  and  also  the  deputy  $200  or  $300,  and 
I  should  vote  to  take  it  off  the  other  one. 

Mr.  Sibley  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  equaliza- 
tion of  salaries,  and  he  urged  the  adoption  of  the 
order  upon  that  ground. 

Mr.  Pratt  desired  some  explanation  %vhy  there 
should  be  so  many  Inspectors  of  Provisions,  and 
Mr.  Hilton  explained  that  one  of  them  was  con- 
fined to  Faneuil  Hall  and  the  other  was  required 
to  go  about  the  city  anywhere. 

Mr.  Sibley's  amendment  was  lost. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  Mr.  Child! 
of  Ward  17  inquired  why  this  officer  was  allowed 
one  horse  and  vehicle,  "or  more,"  while  other 
officers  were  simply  allowed  one  horse    and  vehi- 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  explained  that  the  assist- 
ant superintendents  required  a  horse  and  car- 
riage. 


Superintendent  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Mr. 
O'Dowd — I  hardly  feel  satisfied  in  regard  to  the 
reasons  which  actuated  the  committee  in  making 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  East  Boston 
Ferries  $2500  per  annum.  The  gentleman  is  well 
paid  as  it  is,  and  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Council 
I  move  that  the  salary  remain  at  $2200  as  now. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1— I  know  not  what  actu- 
ated the  committee  in  recommending  this  change, 
but  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  in  regard  to  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Market  are  very  applicable  to  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Ferries.  The  Superintendent  of  Market's 
hours  of  labor  were  mentioned  as  from  4  in  the 
morning  until  night.  The  Superintendent  of  Fer- 
ries is  supposed  to  be  on  duty  all  night,  and  he  is 
most  of  the  time.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8 
said,  in  time  of  storm,  when  there  is  more  danger 
to  property,  you  will  see  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Ferries  attending  to  his  duties.  His  duties 
are  very  arduous,  and  a  great  deal  of  responsibil- 
ity is  connected  with  them.  He  has  to  travel  back 
and  forth  from  one  ferry  to  another,  and  to  and 
from  the  city  proper  a  great  many  times  a  day, 
and  in  the  evening.  He  has  done  his  service  for 
the  city  faithfully.  I  think  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  have  doiie  well  to  report  this  change, 
and  it  should  be  passed. 

Mr.  Christal— I  have  no  doubt  my  friend  from 
Ward  6  could  find  some  one  to  take  that  position 
for  a  less  amount,  but  the  question  would  arise 
whether  he  would  be  competent.  Every  one  hav- 
ing occasion  to  cross  the  ferries  knows  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  is  very  diligent,  saving  and  eco- 
nomical, and  keeps  the  interest  of  the  city  at 
heart  as  much  as  if  it  were  his  own.  He  has  to- 
have  a  horse,  move  rapidly  from  one  ferry  to  the 
other,  and  in  time  of  a  storm  he  has  to  pay  his 
entire  attention  to  protecting  the  city  property. 
I  think  we  have  few  officers  in  the  city  who  have 
as  unsafe  a  position  as  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  know  of  no  officer  more  secure 
in  his  position  than  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Ferries.  He  has  been  there  a  long  time  and  there 
has  been  no  disposition  to  remove  him.  I  do  not 
know  the  gentleman  personally,  have  no  relations 
with  him,  and  would  n't  know*  him  if  I  saw  him 
on  the  street;  but  I  have  understood  that  the  di- 
rectors were  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  gentle- 
man making  a  claim  to  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries, and  it  was  without  their  knowledge.  We 
have  officers  paid  less  sums  whose  terms  are  very 
uncertain  and  whose  work  is  quite  as  arduous 
and  responsible. 

Mr.  Christal — The  gentleman  has  got  to  be  elect- 
ed every  year,  the  same  as  any  other  head  of  a  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— But  it  is  by  the  Directors  of  the 
Ferries,  and  not  by  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5— Taking  the  poor  taxpay- 
ers into  consideration,  it  is  hard  to  raise  this  sal- 
ary. People  who  come  from  Charlestown  are  very 
clear-headed.  So  long  as  the  committee  have  rec- 
ommended this,  I  think  we  had  better  give  him 
the  increase.  But  when  the  committee  have 
skipped  anything,  and  we  try  to  put  in  an  amend- 
ment, we  are  glad  to  get  one  vote  for  it. 

Mr  O'Dowd— How  much  salary  is  paid  the  Clerk 
of  the  Ferries? 

Mr   Hancock— $2000. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— If  the  Superintendent  has  such 
important  responsibilities.  I  think  the  Clerk  of 
the  Ferries  is  paid  too  much,  and  the  Superintend- 
ent ought  to  have  $3000. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2— Taking  the  argu- 
ment the  gentleman  has  just  used,  I  don't  see 
why  we  should  cut  down  the  salary.  This  Super- 
intendent has  forty  or  fifty  men  under  him;  they 
are  working  night  and  day.  He  has  a  team  which 
he  hires  and  pays  for  out  of  his  own 
pocket.  He  is  going  backwards  and  forwards  from 
one  ferry  to  another,  and  any  gentleman  going 
over  there  forty  nights  in  succession  will  see  the 
Superintendent  on  both  the  ferries  looking  after 
the  boats,  seeing  that  the  men  are  in  their  places 
and  the  captains  are  doing  their  duty.  He  lives 
but  a  little  way  from  me,  and  I  have  seen  men 
night  after  night  coming  up  at  a  late  hour  for  the 
Superintendent. 

Mr.  Folan —  It  seems  to  me  rather  strange— the 
Superintendent  of  the  Ferries  guiding  the  boats 
night  after  night.  I  don't,  know  much  about  the 
salt  water,  but  cannot  see  why  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Ferries  should  require  a  team  to  manage  a 
steamboat.    I  think  his  salary  is  enough. 

Mr  Sweeney,  Sr. — He  has  to  go  back  and  forth 
from  one  boat  to  another,  and  has  to  [move  very 
quickly. 
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Mr.  Christal  thought  the  salary  should  be  in- 
creased to  a  sum  to  enable  the  Superintendent  to 
live  decen;ly  it  he  performed  his  work  satisfac- 
torily. 

Mr.  O'Dowd's  amendment  was  lost. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds.  Mr.  O'Dowd 
— AY  e  have  increased  the  salary  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Ferries  to  $2500.  The  salary  o'l  the 
Superintendent  of  Commo;:is  put  at  $2250  per  an- 
num. This  salary  was  reduced  three  years  ago. 
The  present  incumbent  has  fulfilled  the  duties  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  public  at  large,  and  they 
are  growing  more  and  more  laborious  every  year. 
He  has  managed  to  increase  the  beauty  of  the 
public  grounds  at  a  decreased  cost  to  the  tax- 
payer, in  simple  justice,  if  the  salary  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  East  Boston  Ferries  is  to  be 
$2500,  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds  should  be  at  the  same  rate.  I  offer  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1— While  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  this  increase,  the  gentleman  still  alludes 
to  the  Superintendent  of  East  Boston  Ferries, 
who  had  his  »alary  cut  down  as  well  as  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Common.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Common  can  engage  in 
other  business,  and  he  does  a  large  business  on 
his  private  account.  But  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Ferries  can  do  nothing  else.  His  salary  is  his 
sole  means  of  support,  f  do  not  think  the  gen- 
tleman is  fair  in  making  the  comparison. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— I  do  not  want  the  gentleman  to 
impute  unfairness  to  me.  But  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Common  has  to  come  here  every  year 
for  an  election.  There  is  considerable  wrangling 
over  the  position,  and  his  tenure  of  office  is  very 
insecure,  i  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman  could 
realize  a  larger  salary  by  attending  to  his  busi- 
ness than  the  City  Government  pays  him.  The 
superintendents  of  various  cemeteries  in  the 
United  States,  whose  area  is  not  equal  to  that  of 
Boston  Common,  receive  three  times  the  salary  of 
our  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  f9— f  do  not  see  any  com- 
parison between  the  two  cases.  The  Sopsrin- 
tendent  of  the  Common  is  attending  to  his  own- 
business  all  the  time.  There  were  several  appli- 
cants for  the  office,  and  I  did  my  best  to  have  the 
present  incumbent  attend  to  his  own  business 
which  he  could  make  so  much  money  in.  I  also 
know  that  a  gentleman  offered  to  do  the  whole 
thing  for  $20,000,  and  furnish  the  same  quantity 
of  materials  now  asked  for  by  the  present  Super- 
intendent, who  wants  $75,000 "a  year  to  run  his  de- 
partment. In  looking  over  the  estimates,  I  see 
he  offers  to  furnish  no  more  than  that  agreed  to 
he  done  by  the  gentleman  who  offered  to~do  it  by 
contract  for  $20,000.  In  his  estimate  it  was  some 
$13,000,  and  in  the  estimate  of  the  present  Super- 
intendent it  is  $33,000.  I  call  him  a  very  poor 
manager.  I  had  occasion  to  call  upon  the  super- 
intendent last  year — 

Mr.  Sweetser  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Maguire  was  not  talking  to  the  question,  and  the 
President  ruled  the  point  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Maguire — I  want  to  show  the  inefficiency  of 
this  Superintendent.  I  waited  on  him,  and  he 
said  he  knew  that  two  men  I  recommended  were 
worth  ten  others  in  the  department,  but  he  was 
hampered  by  his  committee.  He  has  a  clerk  he 
pays  $1200,  and  he  keeps  a  record  of  six  or  seven 
hundred  men  only  few"  months  in  the  year.  -Would 
gentlemen  here  manage  their  business  in  that 
way?  The  Superintendent  spent  all  his  money 
last  year  upon  flowers,  and  very  little  gravel  was 
furnished.  1  hope  the  amendment  will  not  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  Mr.  Maguire  had  forgotten 
that  the  committee  had  reported  on  the  offer  of 
Mr.  Reardon,  and  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  this 
question. 

Mr.  Maguire — I  would  ask  if  the  committee  had 
not  decided  to  report  leave  to  withdraw  previous 
to  giving  the  hearing? 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  object  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Parkman — I  am  perfectly  willing  to  answer 
that  question.  The  gentleman,  by  saying  such  a 
thing,  says  that  I,  as  a  member  of  the  committee, 
had  made  up  my  mind — 

Mr.  Maguire— I  did  not  say  the  committee.  I 
said  some  members  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Parkman— The  gentleman  has  changed  his 
question.  He  now  says  some  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  do  not  answer  for  other  members  of 
the  committee.  I  went  into  that  hearing  with  my 
mind  unbiased,  willing  to  hear  both  sides.  I 
never  signed  a  report  to  this  Government  unless  I 
was  sure  it  was  as  near  right  as  it  could  possibly 


be  before  I  signed  it.  I  do  not  think  it  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  question.  The  Superinten- 
dent has  asked  for  no  increase,  and  I  hope  the 
Council  will  adopt  the  report. 

Mr.  Sibley — The  committee's  report  answered 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Reardon.  His  proposi- 
tions were  very  indefinite,  and  from  the  best  in- 
formation I  could  get,  I  thought  Mr.  Reardon  was 
not  a  competent  or  capable  man  to  put  in  charge 
of  public  grounds.  Whether  the  Superintendent 
stated  be  was  hampered  by  his  committee  or  not, 
I  know  not,  but  Mr.  Doogue  has  never  been  ham- 
pered by  his  committee. 

Mr.  Coe — The  question  of  Reardon  or  Doogue  or 
anybody  else  does  not  come  in  here  at  all.  We 
are  fixing  the  salary  for  this  position.  Whether 
Mr.  Doogue  is  fit  or  unfit,  we  have  placed  him 
there  and  he  ought  to  draw  the  salary  for  that  po- 
sition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe,  the  main  question  was 
ordered  on  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  lost  by  a  division — 19  for, 
30  against. 

The  various  orders  in  the  bill  were  passed  in 
concurrence,  with  the  amendment  relating  to 
clerk  hire  for  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council.  Sent 
up. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward 
5,  a  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

THE  FEDERAL-STREET  FIRE. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  f 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  Citt  Hall,  [ 
Boston,  March  15,  1880.        ) 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston:  Gen- 
tlemen—In comniiance  with  the  order  approved 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  Jan.  27,  1880,  that  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to  re- 
port to  the  City  Government  in  regard  to  the  re- 
cent fire  on  Federal  and  Devonshire  streets  Dec. 
28  and  29,  particularly  stating  the  cause  of  the 
extension  of  the  fire  to  other  buildings  than  the 
one  in  which  it  originated,  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

The  fire  originated  in  the  second  story  of  build- 
ing Nos.  91  and  93  Federal  street,  called  the  "Mil- 
ler Building"  and  occupied  by  Messrs.  Rice,  Ken- 
dall &  Co.  (paper  stock)  and  others,  and  must 
have  been  burning  some  length  of  time  before  its 
discovery. 

The  first  alarm  was  rung  in  at  10  58  P.  M.,  and 
was  quickly  followed  by  a  second  alarm;  a  third 
was  oidered  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  but  telegraph 
wires  had  in  the  meantime  fallen  on  the  wires  of 
the  fire-alarm  telegraph,  cutting  off  all  communi- 
cation with  the  central  office.  Y>  hen  this  fact 
was  discovered  a  messenger  was  despatched  to 
the  City  Hall  and  a  general  alarm  ordered.  The 
delay  in  giving  the  alarm  occasioned  by  this  acci- 
dent was  a  serious  detriment  to  the  department 
in  arresting  the  progress  of  the  fire.  The  build- 
ing contained  inflammable  material,  and  all  ef- 
forts to  save  the  building  proving  unavailing,  the 
department  turned  its  attention  to  preserv- 
ing the  adjoining  buildings.  The  buildings 
on  either  side  of  the  Miller  Building  on 
Federal  street,  one  of  which  was  literally  packed 
through  all  its  stories  with  wool  or  cotton,  es- 
caped with  little  damage;  but  the  buildings  situ- 
ate on  the  rear  of  the  Miller  Building,  viz.,  the 
Hunnewell  Building  and  the  Cathedral  Building, 
fronting  on  Devonshire  street,  were  consumed  by 
the  fire,  the  former  partially  and  the  latter  wholly. 
Reference  to  the  plan  herewith  submitted,  show- 
ing the  relative  situation  of  these  buildings,  to- 
gether with  the  following  explanation,  will  show 
the  cause  of  the  extension  of  the  fire  to  the  build- 
ings above  mentioned.  Miller  Building  on  Fed- 
eral street  and  the  Hunnewell  Building  on 
Devonshire  street  are  on  a  direct  line,  and 
the  same  party  wall  extended  form  their 
northerly  and  southerly  boundary.  Thev  are 
separated  on  the  rear  by  a  narrow  area  twenty 
feet  wide,  for  the  admission  of  light,  and 
air,  and  form  the  easterly  and  westerly 
side  of  said  area.  Overlooking  this  area  were 
forty-two  (42)  windows  on  the  Hunnewell  Build- 
ing, and  as  large  a  number  on  the  Miller  Build- 
ing, all  supposed  to  be  protected  by  iron  shutters. 
Tne  '-Cathedral  Building"  on  Devonshire  street  is 
situated  north  of  the  Hunnewell  Building  and 
separated  from  it  by  a,  narrow  passageway  Which 
formed  the  rear  entrance  to  the  Miller  Building. 
The  southerly  party  wall  of  the  Cathedral  Build- 
ing was  for  a  distance  of  about  fortv  (40)  feet,  also 
the  party  wall  of  the  Miller  Building,  and  for  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty  (20)   feet  formed    the   northerly 
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boundary  of  the  area  above  mentioned,  Over- 
looking this  area  also  was  a  window  in  each  story 
of  the  Cathedral  Building  and  protected  by  iron 
shutters.  In  the  party  wall  separating  the  Miller 
and  Cathedral  buildings  was  an  opening  connect- 
ing the  fifth  stories  of  these  buildings  and  pro- 
tected by  iron  doors. 

On  the  rear  of  the  Cathedral  Building  was  also 
a  stairway  connecting  it  with  the  Miller  Building. 

The  members  of  the  department  tried  in  vain 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  flames  from  the 
Miller  Building  across  the  area  referred  to;  an 
explosion  threw  open  the  iron  shutters  on  the 
Miller  Building,  projected  the  flames  into  the 
narrow  and  high  area,  converted  it  into  a  blow- 
pipe, warped  or  blew  off  the  shutters  on  the  win- 
dows of  the  Hunnewell  and  Cathedral  Buildings. 
The  men  at  work  on  the  Hunnewell  Building 
state  that  the  tire  communicated  with  this  build- 
ing simultaneously  through  all  its  stories,  and  in 
the  Cathedral  Building  first  appeared  in  the 
second  and  third  stories  near  the  windows  on  the 
area,  and  in  the  fifth  story  came  through  the  door- 
way in  the  party  wall  and  thence  through  all 
the" building;  the' men  were  obliged  to  retreat  and 
fight  the  fire  from  the  street.  The  Cathedral 
Building  was  soon  unroofed  by  a  loud  explosion, 
and  became  a  mass  of  flame.  The  rear  wall  of  the 
Miller  Building,  built  on  iron  piers  with  cast-iron 
centres  and  six  (6)  stories  high,  fell  to  the  ground, 
and  the  whole  building  was  destroyed 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers, the  causes  of  the  spread  of  the  fire  were  the 
great  headway  which  the  fire  attained  before  its 
discovery,  the  delay  occasioned  in  sounding  the 
third  and  general  aiarms  from  the  causes  before 
mentioned,  the  explosions  before  mentioned,  the 
warping  and  blowing  off  of  the  iron  shutters  pro- 
tecting the  windows  of  the  several  buildings  over- 
looking the  area,  and  the  close  proximity  of  these 
windows  to  each  other,  rendering  communication 
by  fire  as  easy  as  if  all  the  buildings  were  one. 

While  some  insurance  companies  are  to  be 
found  who  will  take  risks,  no  matter  how  danger- 
ous buildings  may  be;  while  property  owners 
barely  comply  with  the  "building  laws,"  and  try 
to  evade  them  all  they  can;  let  them,  in  the  midst 
of  the  business  portions  of  the  city,  for  employ- 
ments in  which  dangerous  materials  are  more  or 
less  used,  or  highly  combustible  goods,  wool,  cot- 
ton, oils,  etc.,  are  "stored  from  the  first  to  the 
sixth  stories;  while  this  property  is  often  left  to 
take  care  of  itself  without  proper  watchmen,  as 
was  the  case,  we  are  informed,  in  the  Miller 
Building,— large  fires  are  liable  to  occur  at  any 
moment,  no  matter  how  efficient  a  Fire  or  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  Department  may  be. 

For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
John  E.  Fitzgerald,  Chairman. 

Accepted  and  ordered  printed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lauten  of  Ward  14.    Sent  up. 

PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  D.  L.  Garfield  for 
compensation  for  injuries  received  by  a  collision 
with  a  hose  carriage  belonging  to  the  city,  Sept. 
23,  1879.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Sent  up. 

BADGES. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— In  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Badges  I  would  report  that  the  com- 
mittee attended  to  their  duties,  received  the 
badges  and  caused  the  same  to  be  distributed  to 
members  through  the  City  Messenger.  1  don't 
know  whether  the  members  consider  they  have 
captured  a  bonanza.  If  they  do  they  will  proba- 
bly present  the  members  of  the  committee  with 
a  chromo.  However,  the  badges  are  received, 
and  I  ask  for  the  discharge  of  the  committee. 

The  President— A  report  can  be  made  only  in 
writing  signed  Dy  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  want  to  make  a  reply  to  the 
gentleman's  communication.  I  hope  he  will  put 
it  in  writing,  so  we  may  take  action  at  once. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  should  also  like  to  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  to  incorporate  in  the  report  the  ma- 
terial of  which  tl.ese  badges  are  made.  It  is  a 
question  in  my  mind,  and  in  the  minds  of  many 
members  of  tlie  Council,  and  I  have  often  heard 
it  asked  what  they  were— whether  they  were 
brass,  whether  they  were  taken  from  the  top  of 
sardine  cans,  or  what? 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— If  in  order,  I  would  like 
to  suggest  that  the  committee  embody  in  their 
report  the  name  of  the  genius  who  got  up  the 
badges  and  also  the  price  paid  for  them. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5—1  claim  to  be  a  judge  of 
badges.     Here  is  my  badge.    What  the  substance 


of  it  is  I  know  not.  I  asked  a  gentleman  to  look 
at  it  very  carefully.  He  said  they  had  a  substance 
called  pot-metal,  and  he  thought  it  might  be  the 
same.  It  if,  certainly  a  different  design  from  my 
other  seven.  It  has  1630  on  it  in  two  places.  It  is 
so  orjgiual  I  should  be  dreadful  loth  to  part  with 
my  badge.  I  have  it  and  want  to  keep  it  because 
it  is  original.  I  think  the  committee  are  entitled 
to  great  praise,  and  I  hope  nothing  wiil  be  done 
that  will  be  a  detriment  to  me  in  depriving  me  of 
my  badge. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — I  have  two  reasons  for 
being  satisfied;  one  is  that  the  design  is  certainly 
unique.  I  don't  recollect  seeing  anything  that 
approaches  it  in  outline  or  general  effect;  the 
other  reason  I  am  particularly  well  pleased  is 
that  the  individual  name  is  very  prominent.  Be- 
ing a  modest  man  I  don't  like  to  tell  my  name 
myself.  I  don't  like  to  make  my  own  personality 
very  prominent,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  But 
if  the  City  Council  is  willing  to  put 
a  label  on  me  which  makes  my  name 
unmistakable  to  anybody  who  looks  upon 
it,  it  relieves  me  of  anything  of  the  sort.  In  fact, 
the  words  Common  Council  are  quite  plain  also. 
I  take  it  that  the  picture  is  intended  for  Boston. 
It  would  be  a  very  good  dog  collar  if  it  only  had  a 
dog  attached. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  presented  his  report  in 
writing  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Badges  have  received  and 
caused  the  same  to  be  distributed. 

P.  J.  Maguire. 

Mr.  Christal — That  is  a  model  way  of  making  a 
report.  I  should  think  the  committee  would  have 
something  to  say  about  it.  I  observe  that  one 
member  has  made  the  report  without  consulting 
the  others. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  wished  to  wait  until  the  re- 
port came  in,  because  we  all  understand  that  re- 
marks made  before  that  were  entirely  out  of  or- 
der, and  I  did  not  wish  to  add  one  to  fhe  band  of 
law-breakers  I  saw  rising  around  me.  I  received 
my  badge  in  good  season.  I  did  what  I  supposed 
no  other  member  of  the  Council  had  sufficient 
brass  to  do.  I  sent  it  to  a  dealer  and  had  it  test- 
ed and  hold  here  a  certificate  that  its  weight  is 
three  pennyweights,  and  the  exact  value  of  the 
gold,  if  it  be  fourteen  carat  which  is  not 
warranted,  but  is  supposed  to  be,  would  be 
$2.25.  There  is  nothing  that  can  be  done  to  im- 
prove the  color  of  the  article.  The  back  can  be 
filled  up  for  fifty  cents  in  some  kind  of  metal, 
and  I  suppose  with  a  proper  backing  it  will  be 

fossihle  to  carry  off  the  front.  But,  joking  apart, 
want  the  Council  to  remember  this":  It  seems  to 
be  a  little  matter,  but  it  is  one  of  the  peculiarities 
of  the  great  American  people,  when  a  small  swin- 
dle is  perpetrated  upon  us,  we  are  apt  to  groan 
and  stand  it.  Now,  I  say  that  badge  is  not  crfd- 
itable  to  the  maker  who  produced  it.  Everybody 
knows  that  we  wear  these  badges  because  an 
order  passed  by  the  Common  Council  obliges  us 
to.  We  do  not  do  it  for  our  personal  gratifica- 
tion. It  is  a  matter  of  duty  for  us,  and  1  think  it 
is  unfair  that  the  Council,  having  directed 
"US  to  wear  badges,  should  insist  upon 
our  wearing  such  a  badge  as  this.  We 
might  have  had  them  of  some  cheaper  material. 
We  all  know  that  the  United  States  Government 
las  $40,000,000  stored  away.  We  might  have  had 
silver  badges  and  helped  the  Government  to  dis- 
tribute silver.  We  might  have  gone  ti  nickel, 
which  does  not  tarnish,  and  which  would  remind 
■members  of  what  they  should  be.  But  what  I  ob- 
ject to  is  this,  not  that  the  Council  or  thai  the 
city  has  had  to  pay  a  certain  price,  but  the  com- 
mittee compel  us  to  pay  the  price  of  gold  for  it. 
That  I  protest  against.  Then  it  has  been  sug- 
gested to  me  by  a  married  friend  that  when  we 
get  through  with  our  duties  here  the  badges  are 
passed  over  to  our  wives  to  be  worn  as  shawl 
and  breastpins.  I  know  that  no  member  will 
dare  to  take  this  home  and  give  it  to  his  wife 
for  solid  gold.  If  the  badges  are  not  going  to  be 
worn  here  and  we  cannot  take  them  home,  what 
is  the  use  of  keeping  them?  Instead  of  accepting 
the  report,  I  move  that  the  committee  be  direct- 
ed to  call  in  these  badges,  and  to  obtain  suitable 
badges,  either  by  getting  others,  or  by  persuad- 
ing the  maker  to  produce  something  better.  I 
think  this  has  been  done  heretofore.  The 
Common  Council  have  been  an  enduring  body, 
but  this  has  gone  too  far.  In  1875  the  badge  was 
a  little  short  in  weight,  but  it  was  good  looking 
and  we  accepted  them.  But  in  this  case  we  get  a 
poor  show  and  little  weight,  and  I  think 
we     had     better     call     them    back.      I     move 
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that  the  committee  be  requested  to  call 
in  the  badges  and  make  some  arrangement  by 
which  a  suitable  badge  may  be  obtained  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Council.  If  we  have  to  pay  §2.25  for 
the  material,  let  us  have  a  little  badge  and  have 
it  genuine  as  far  as  it  goes. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— If  I  heard  the  gentle- 
man correctly,  he  stated  his  badge  weighed  three 
pennyweights.  If  that  is  so,  they  should  be  sent 
Dack. 

Mr.  Maguire  read  the  contract  of  the  commit- 
tee with  Shreve,  Crump  &  Low,  stating  that  the 
style  of  the  badge  should  be  elegant  and 
unique,  the  weight  four  pennyweights,  fourteen 
carat  gold,  the  workmanship  of  the  best,  the  one 
of  the  President  heavier,  with  a  wreath.  As  a 
proof  of  their  success  they  referred  with  pleasure 
to  the  badges  and  medals  made  for  the  city  with- 
in the  last  two  years. 

Mr.  Maguire  said  they  had  broken  their  con- 
tract if  they  had  not  furnished  them  weighing 
four  pennyweights. 

Mr.  Whitmore  produced  the  certificate  ef  the 
party  « ho  tested  the  badge  in  support  of  his 
statement. 

Mr.  Coe  asked  if  the  report,  not  having  been 
agreed  to  in  committee,  could  be  presented  as 
such. 

Mr.  Maguire  said  the  other  members  of  the 
committee  were  there  and  he  offered  the  report 
in  behalf  of  them. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  there  is  any  informality  in 
the  presentation  of  the  report,  of  course  it  will  be 
in  order  to  instruct  the  committee  what  to  do.  I 
feel  the  tender  interest  taken  by  members  of  this 
Council  will  lead  them  to  pardon  any  slight  breach 
of  the  rules,  if  they  can  get  rid  of 'the  badges.  I 
hope  we  shall  not,  on  account  of  any  purely  tech- 
nical objection,  fail  to  get  rid  of  these  badges. 
My  objection  is  to  the  quality  of  the  artiile.  I 
should  not  really  like  to  go  up  into  the  Twelfth 
Ward  with  that  badge  in  my  possession. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  motion  was  aoopted. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  that  Mr.  Whitmore  and  Mr. 
Pratt  be  added  to  the  committee.  The  motion 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Pratt  declined  to  serve,  under  the  thirty- 
eighth  rule,  which  says  a  member  cannot  be  com- 
pelled to  serve  on  more  than  two  committees  at 
once. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  Mr.  Coe  was  added 
to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department, 
recommending  the  election  of  the  following- 
named  persons  as  Second  Assistant  Assessors: 

Ward  1— Isaiah  Whitten. 

Ward  2— John  Hartnett. 

Ward  3— John  R.  Rea. 

Ward  4— D.  D.  Taylor. 

Ward  5 — Dennis  J.  Quirk. 

Ward  6— John  F.  Kelly,  John  Carven. 

Ward  7 — Daniel  Doherty. 

Ward  8— Edward  B.  Dailey. 

Ward  9— Frank  Fuller. 

Ward  10— William  E.  Bicknell,  John  Robertson. 

Ward  11— Hiram  Ames,  Charles  H.  Clark. 

"Ward  12— Alfred  J.  Woodbury,  Richard  F.  Jen- 
nings. 

Ward  13— Daniel  J.  O'Keefe. 

Ward  14— Charles  C.  Kendall. 

Ward  15— John  T.  O'Connor. 

Ward  16— Patrick  M.  Denon. 

Ward  17— Christopher  C.  Ryder. 

Ward  18— Samuel  P.  Oliver. 

Ward  19— William  F.  Kutler. 

Ward  20— Thomas  F.  Shaughnessy,  Constant  F. 
Drury. 

Ward  21— John  C.  Cook,  John  H.  Griggs. 

Ward  22— Patrick  H.  Rogers. 

Ward  23— John  F.  Payson,  Charles  S.  Perham. 

Ward  24— Joseph  E.  Hall,  Isaac  S.  Lucas. 

Ward  25 — John  H.  Pierce. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  desired  the  report  to  be  laid  upora 
the  table  for  one  week,  that  the  Council  might 
have  the  privilege  of  voting  upon  the  subject  be- 
fore the  other  branch  did. 

The  President  said  the  report  had  to  be  made 
and  sent  to  the  other  branch,  and  they  are  not  to> 
accept  or  reject  it.  The  Council  then  acts  its 
pleasure  in  electing  the  persons  recommended  or 
any  others.  No  motion  is  needed  to  accept  or  re- 
ject the  report. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  said  his  purpose  was  to  prevent  its 


going  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  so  that  the  Coun- 
cil could  vote  first  on  Second  Assistant  Assessors, 
as  the  Council  represent  the  people  in  the  wards, 
and  know  best  what  is  required  by  the  wards. 

Mr.  Whitmore  cited  the  decision  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  and  understood  that  no  motion  was  in 
order  except  to  recommit. 

Mr.  Blakemore  of  Ward  23  moved  to  adjourn. 
Lost. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  state  the  point 
of  order  so  that  it  may  be  understood  by  the 
Council.  This  is  different  from  the  ordinary  re- 
port of  the  committee.  When  a  committee  makes 
a  report,  ordinarily  the  question  before  the  Coun- 
cil, whether  formally  put  or  not,  is  that  the  re- 
port shall  be  accepted.  In  order  to  delay  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report,  any  one  can  put  in  a  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  either  at  the  same  meeting 
or  the  following  day,  as  required  by  the  rules. 
This  matter  is  entirely  different.  The  ordinance 
requires  the  committee  to  recommend  certain 
names.  When  they  have  recommended  those 
names  their  duties  are  performed.  The  Council 
does  not  accept  the  report,  and,  therefoie,  there 
being  no  motion  to  accept  the  report  before  the 
House,  it  is  not  in  order  to  move  to  lay  it  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  gave  notice  that  at  the  next 
meeting  he  should  request  the  Chair  to  rule  as  to 
whether  a  member  has  the  right  to  call  for  the 
election  of  Assistant  Assessors  separately  by  dis- 
tricts, and  in  case  it  be  not  a  matter  of  right  he 
should  ask  the  Council  to  consider  whether  they 
will  not  vote  so  to  order  it.  The  Second  Assistants 
are  elected  by  districts;  and  it  might  be  well  to 
try  the  experiment  of  takipg  up  each  assessment 
district  and  ballot  on  the  candidates  for  that  dis- 
trict separately.  He  gave  this  notice  that  the 
City  Messenger  might  have  the  ballots  prepared 
in  case  it  should  be  so  ordered. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  thought  the  decision  of  the  City 
Solicitor  did  not  apply  to  this  case. 

LEGISLATIVE     MATTERS. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  eighth  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters, 
(City  Doc.  44).    Sent  up. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  17  submitted  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment: 

Report  that  the  order  to  provide  an  ambulance 
for  the  removal  of  persons  injured  at  fires  ought 
not  to  pass.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  remove  the  bell 
from  the  Rice  Primary  Schoolhouse  to  Engine 
House  No.  22,  for  the  following  reasons:  A  con- 
siderable sum  would  have  to  be  expended  for 
strengthening  the  engine  house  to  receive  the 
additional  weight.  Most  of  the  call  members  of 
the  company  reside  in  that  part  of  the  district 
lying  between  the  schoolhouse  and  Tremont  street, 
and  the  removal  of  the  bell  would  inconvenience 
them  and  be  liable  to  interfere  with  their  hear- 
ing the  alarms  promptly.  A  large  number  of 
residents  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, oppose  its  removal.    Accepted.     Sent  up. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 
offered  an  order  that  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department  be  requested  to  examine 
and  report  upon  the  plan  of  Edward  Atkinson  for 
the  better  protection  of  buildings  from  file. 
Passed.  Subsequently  Mr.  Williams  moved  a  re- 
consideration, which  prevailed,  and  the  order 
was  indefinitely  postponed,  the  subject  having 
been  previously  referred  to  the  committee. 

GATES  AT  THE  FERRIES. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That  the 
Dire'  tors  of  East  Boston  Ferries  be  requested, 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  travel  on  said  fer- 
ries, to  erect  gates  at  each  of  the  ferry  landings, 
said  gates  to  be  placed  in  such  a  position  that  the 
passengers  landing  may  pass  off  the  boats  and 
out  of  the  ferry  ways  before  those  coming  in  the 
opposite  direction  are  allowed  to  pass  on  the 
boats. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Council 
at  this  hour  in  the  forenoon,  but  there  are  one  or 
two  things  I  would  like  to  say  on  this  matter. 
There  are  gates  now  at  the  ferry  slips,  but  they 
do  not  answer  the  purpose  for  w'hich  this  order  is 
intended.  The  idea  of  this  order  is  that  there 
shall  be  gates  or  other  appliances  erected  in  the 
same  manner  as  on  the  ferries  at  Brooklyn,  Ho- 
boken  and  Jersey  City.  Any  one  who  has 
seen  those  ferries  will  agree  with  me  that 
something     of     the     kind     is     actually    neces- 
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sary  here.  Few  people  have  an  idea  of 
the  large  number  who  pass  over  those  ferries.  In 
January  and  February,  1879,  there  were  879,090; 
in  the  same  months  in  1880  there  were  1,108,132 — 
an  increase  of  over  236,050  people.  And  one  hav- 
ing occasion  to  go  over  the  ferry  during  the  busier 
hours  of  the  day  will  find  the  two  classes  of  peo- 
ple coming  on  and  going  off  in  the  same  narrow 
passageway,  which  causes  a  jam  and  delay,  and 
in  some  instances  there  has  been  considerable 
risk  of  life.  My  object  is  to  facilitate  the  travel, 
and  prevent  risk  of  life. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Christal  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ferries.    Sent  up. 

INTERMURAL  INTERMENTS. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  called  attention  to  the 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Health  in  rela- 
tion to  mtermural  interments,  and  asked  that  the 
Committee  on  Health  rep.  rt  upon  the  same. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11  said  the  committee 
had  considered  this  question,  an  act  was  passed 
by  the  Legislature  covering  the  ground,  and  the 
committee  had  taken  no  action  on  the  order. 

Mr.  Perkins  thought  the  gentleman  was  mis- 
taken, and  that  the  act  does  not  apply  to  this  par- 
ticular request  of  the  Board  of  Health.  He  gave 
notice  that  he  should  call  for  a  report  two  weeks 
from  tonight. 

CODIFICATION  OF  THE  ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  offered  an  order— Tha 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances 
consider  and  report  whether  any  codification  of 
the  existing  ordinances  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  do  not  know  that  this  order  re- 
quires any  explanation.  I  offer  it  at  the  request 
of  a  gentleman  who  was  obliged  to  leave  early  in 
the  evening,  and  although  he  has  returned  he  in- 
sists upon  my  offering  it.  The  last  revision  of 
the  ordinances  was  in  1870,  not  long  ago,  but  still 
many  important  ordinances  have  been  passed 
since  that,  and  it  may  be  worth  while  to  refer 
the  matter  to  the  committee  to  see  if  it  would 
not  be  advantageous  to  have  a  later  revision. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

LEGISLATIVE     MATTERS. 

Mr.Whitmore  asked  if  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  were  ready  to  report  in  regard  to 
the  interference  with  legislation  by  heads  of  de- 
partments, referred  to  them  over  four  weeks  ago. 

Mr.  Healy  said  there  had  not  been  a  meeting  of 
the  committee  lately. 

Mr.  Whitmore  gave  notice  he  should  call  for  a 
report  at  the  next  meeting. 


BALLOTING     FOR     SECOND     ASSISTANT     ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  offered  a  resolve  that  it  be  the 
sense  of  this  body  that  the  list  of  Second  Assist- 
ant Assessors  be  balloted  upon  before  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  ballot  upon  them,  and  that  the  Clerk 
be  instructed  to  notify  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
that  effect. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  said  this  was  the  only  way  he  could 
reach  the  subject  which  it  was  obvious"  to  every 
one  should  be  acted  upon  by  the  Council  first. 

Mr.  Swift  asked  if  the  Aldermen  did  not  have 
a  rule  that  nominations  should  lay  over  for  one 
week. 

The  President  said  they  do  not. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Wheeler  agreed  to  the  resolutions  and  the 
reasons  given  for  it,  and  hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Christal  asked  if  they  had  a  right  to  in- 
struct the  other  Board  what  action  to  take,  and 
the  President  replied  that  the  Council  had  not; 
that  the  resolution  was  simply  an  expression  of 
opini-.n. 

Mr.  Swift  thought  the  resolve  proper,  but  it 
might  be  a  little  more  politely  worded. 

Mr.  Maguire  thought  they  all  uuderstood  the 
question,  and  could  see  no  necessity  for  the  re- 
solve. He  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  in  or- 
der to  proceed  to  an  election  of  Second  Assistant 
Assessors. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  hoped  that  Mr.  O'Dowd 
would  give  some  reason  for  the  resolve. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  repeated  his  reasons  previously 
given,  that  the  Second  Assistants  were  elected  by 
wards,  which  the  Councilmen  know  more  about 
than  the  members  of  the  other  branch  do.  Be- 
sides the  election  of  First  Assistants  is  not  yet 
concluded,  and  it  may  save  a  continuous  wrangle 
between  the  Board  and  the  Council  if  the  Board 
is  first  informed  of  the  sense  of  this  branch, 
which  it  has  very  often  misunderstood  during  the 
year  on  other  matters. 

Mr.  Kidney  called  attention  to  the  provision  of 
the  ordinance  that  the  officers  shall  be  elected  be- 
fore the  1st  day  of  April. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  that  the  taking  of  some 
steps  toward  an  election  complied  with  the  spirit 
of  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  thought  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kid- 
ney would  have  no  weight,  as  this  report  might 
have  been  handed  in  at  the  same  time  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  First  Assistants  was. 

Mr.  Christal  thought  Mr.  O'Dowd's  arguments 
did  not  have  much  weight  with  the  Council,  and 
therefore  he  moved  to  adjourn.  Carried  by  a 
division— 28  for,  26  against. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    S3,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS     DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  March 
term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court;  also  thirty- 
two  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Superior  Civil  Court;  also  five  traverse 
jurors  for  same  court,  second  session. 

EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 

Measurer  of  Grain— James  Lally.    Confirmed. 

Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Bundle  Hay— Andrew 
K.  Wyeth,  Jr.    Confirmed. 

Weighers  of  Coal— Robert  Hale,  Jasper  H. 
Eaton.    Confirmed. 

Police  Commissioner,  in  place  of  Henry  S.  Rus- 
sell resigned— Edward  J.  Jones. 

The  question  was  upon  confirmation. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  move  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended, in  order  that  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Gargan  may  be  taken  from  the  table,  and  both 
nominations  passed  upon  at  the  same  time. 

Carried,  and  the  nomination  of  Thomas  J.  Gar- 
:gan  to  be  Police  Commissioner  for  three  years 
■was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  confirmation 
-of  Mr.  Gargan. 

Alderman  Flynn— On  the  question  of  the  con- 
firmation of  both  names  I  would  call  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Alderman  V'les— I  move  as  an  amendment  that 
the  question  be  taken  by  yea  and  nay  ballot. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  hope  that  course  will  not 
be  pursued.  I  don't  think  there  is  a  man  at  this 
board  but  who  is  ready  to  show  his  hand  on  a  yea 
and  nay  vote  on  the  confirmation  of  these  ap- 
pointments. I  hope  we  shall  act  upon  them  in  a 
manly  way,  and  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote.  If  I  don't 
want  to  vote  for  a  man  I  will  say  no.  I  don't 
•want  to  see  any  underhanded  work  in  this  mat- 
ter. That  is  the  reason  I  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Alderman  Viles's  amendment  was  lost. 

Alderman  Flynn's  motion  to  take  the  question 
on  both  nominations  was  carried. 

Mr.  Gargan's  nomination  was  confirmed— yeas 
12,  nays  0. 

Mr.  Jones's  nomination  was  confirmed— yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

Sent  down. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  John  Gard- 
ner, to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Tremont  street  near  Northampton 
street,  Feb.  14  or.lo,1880;  Thomas  Lally,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  loss"  of  his  child,  killed  by  a  collision 
with  a  hook  and  ladder  carriage. 

To  the  Committee  on  Seivers.  Charles  T.  Trask 
et  al:,  for  a  sewer  in  Washington  street,  between 
Ruggles  and  Eustis  streets,  Roxbury. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Cal- 
vin Stevens,  that  certain  conditions  upon  land  of 
George  H.  Davis  on  East  Newton  street  be  can- 
celled; Richard  H.  Stearns  etal.,  for  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  conditions  contained  in  deeds  of  cer- 
tain estates  on  Tremont  street  and  Union  park, 
sold  by  the  city  in  1857;  Orsamus  Nute,  that  a  new 
bond  and  agreement  be  made  in  place  of  those 
made  in  1874  for  a  lot  of  land  on  East  Dedhani 
.Street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Hiram  Barker,  for  leave  to  remove 
some  trees  from  sidewalk  of  Parsons  street, 
Brighton. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Citizens' 
Trade  Association  of  East  Boston,  that  persons 
Sick  with  contagious  diseases  may  be  sent  to  the 
City  Hospital. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  John  B.  Payson,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  forfnur  horseson  Payson  avenue,  Ward24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  T.  Van  Nos- 
trand  and  five  hundred  others  in  Wards  3,  4  and  5, 
for  four-foot  burners  on  the  street  lamps. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  extend  their 
tracks  through  Milk,  Oliver,  Franklin  and  Broad 
-Streets  to  connect  with  its  track  in  Atlantic  ave- 
nue; H.  H.  Hunnewell,  attorney,  for  change  of 


grade  of  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  Jane  Welles 
on  southerly  corner  of  State  and  Washington 
streets;  Edward  J.  Roe  et  al.,  that  Culvert  street 
be  macadamized  and  gutters  and  sidewalks  put 
in  order;  John  Schleicher  et  al.,  and  Benton 
streets  be  put  in  order;  Adoniram  Curtis,  for 
leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  this  city;  W., 
A.  Lewis  et.  al.,  that  Boston  street,  from  Wash- 
ington Village  to  Upham's  Coiner,  be  put  in  or- 
der; W.  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  East  Chester  park,  near  Albany  street,  to 
East  Cliester  Fark,  near  Swett  street;  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad  Company,  lor  increase  in  number  of 
cars  allowed  on  Dover  street;  George  W.  Har- 
grave,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  248 
Princeton  street  to  232  Bennington  street;  Alex- 
ander McMurtey,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Ward  25. 

HEARINGS 

were  had  on  the  proposed  construction  of  sewers 
in  Ca^enove  place;  Myrtle  street  and  Revere 
street,  We.st  Roxbury;  Linden  street  and  Fark 
street,  Dorchester;  Wilmont  street  and  Sunder- 
land street,  Roxbury.  No  objection.  Recom- 
mitted to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

A  report     came   up     nominating    thirty-three 
second  assistant  assessors.    Accepted  in  concur- 
rence, and    an    election    ordered.      Committee — 
Aldermen  Breck,  Flynn,  Walbridge,  Tucker. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  12,  excepting  in  Ward  12 
for  which  one  ballot  had  3  names. 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Wardl  (1  District.) 

*Isaiah  Whittier 12 

Ward  2  (2  Districts.) 

*John  Hartnett 12 

Ward  3  (1  Dis  rict.) 

*  John  R.  Rea 12 

Ward  4(1  District.) 

*D.D. Taylor 11 

Patrick    T.    Sullivan 1 

Ward  5  (1  District.) 

•Dennis  J.  Quirk 12 

Ward  6  (2  Districts.) 

•John  Kelley 9 

John  Carveu 6 

AlbertE  Proctor 4 

Allen  J.  Mclntire 6 

One  vacancy. 

Ward  7  (1  District.) 

William  Doherty 6 

•Daniel  Ooherty 7 

Ward  8(1  District.) 

•Edward  B.  Dailey 12 

Ward  y  (1  District.) 

*Frank  Fuller 12 

Ward  10  (2  Districts.) 

William  S.  Whitney 4 

•William  E.  Bickne'll 8 

*  John  Robertson 11 

vtard  11  (2  Districts.) 

•Hiram  Ames 11 

John  B.  Curry 1 

•Charles  H.  Clark  12 

Ward  )2  (2  Districts.) 

•John  Osborne,  J r 7 

•Alfred  I   Woodbury 11 

Richard  J.  Jennings 4 

Ward  13  (1  District.) 

D.  J.  O'Keefe 3 

•Thomas  A.Jackson 9 

Ward  14  (1  District.) 
•Charles  C.  Kendall 12 

Ward  15  (1  District.) 

•John  T.  O'Connor 11 

Charles  W.  Drake 1 

Ward  16  (1  District.) 
•P.M.  Denon 12 

Ward  17  (I  District.) 
•Christopher  C.  Ryder 12 

Ward  18  (1  District.) 

Samuel  P.  Oliver 4 

•George  A.  King  8 

Ward  19  (I  Distiict.) 

Patrick  T.  Sullivan 2 

•William  E.  Butler 10 

Ward  20  (2  Districts.) 

•Thomas  F.  Shaughnessy 10 

Frederick  H.  Field 2 

John  J  Flaunery 4 

•Constant  F.  Drury 8 

Ward'21  (2  Districts.) 

John  C.  Cook 7 

Matthew  R.  Walsh 3 

W.  W.  Lord        7 

John  H.  Griggs 7 

(No  choice.) 

Ward  22  (1  District). 
•Patrick  H.  Rogers 12 

Ward  23  (2  Districts). 

•John  F.  Payson 12 

•Charles  S.  Perham 12 

Ward  24  (2  Districts). 

•Joseph  E.   Hall 9 

George  H.  Phillips 3 
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♦Isaac  S.Lucas  11 

J.  Dennison 1 

Ward  25  (1  District). 

♦John  H.Pierce 12 

Those  marked  with  stars  were  elected. 
Before  the  result  was  formally  declared  the 
committee  were  authorized,  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Flynn,  to  correct  a  clerical  error  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  Quirk  of  Ward  5,  from  Dennis  "J." 
as  reported  aliove,  to  "G." 

A  second  ballot  was  taken  to  fill  vacancies  in 
Wards  6  and  21. 

Ward  6. 

*  John  Carven 9 

Albert  t.  Proctor 2 

Allen  J.  Mclutire 1 

Ward  21. 

John  C.  Cook 6 

"John  H   Giiggs 11 

Matthew  R.  Walsh 3 

W.  W.  Lord 3 

Mr.  Griggs  was  elected  and  a  third  ballot  was 
taken  to  fill  one  vacancy. 

Ward  21. 

John  C.  Cook 5 

Matthew  E.  Walsh 3 

W.  W.  Lord 4 

There  was  no  choice  and  a  fourth  ballot  was 
taken. 

Ward  21. 

John  C   Cook 6 

W.W   Lord 3 

Matthew  R.  Walsh 3 

There  was  no  choice, and  a  fifth  ballot  was  taken. 
Ward  21. 

John   C.Cook 7 

W.  W.  Lord 2 

Matthew  R.  Walsh 3 

Mr.  Cook  was  elected. 
Sent  down. 

FIRST  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

A  certificate  came  up  of  the  election  of  John 
Bryant  and  Samuel  r>.  Krogman  as  First  Assist- 
ant Assessors,  in  the  places  of  George  A.  Shaw 
and  Charles  B.  Hunting. 

Alderman  Flynn  withdrew  the  name  of  Charles 
B.  Hunting,  at  the  request  of  that  gentleman. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee — Aldermen 
"Woolley  and  Vlles. 

Whole  numher  of  ballots ..12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

George  A.  Shaw 7 

Samuel  B.  Krogman 5 

John  Bryant 6 

John  J.  Murphy 4 

George  W.  Kingman 2 

Mr.  Shaw  was  elected  in  non-concurrence,  and  a 
second  ballot  was  taken  to  fill  one  vacancy. 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessar>  fur  a  choice  6 

Samuel  15.  Krogman 6 

John  Bryant 1 

John  J.  Murphy 3 

George  W.  Kingman 1 

And  one  ballot  wi'h  2  names,  not  counted. 
Mr.  Krogman  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Sent  down. 

MISCELLANEOUS     PAPERS      FROM      THE      COMMON 
COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

The  salary  bill  conies  up  concurred  in  all 
sections,  except  section  4  of  the  first  order,  where 
the  amount  allowed  for  clerk-hire  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Common  Council  is  increased  from  frllOO  to 
$1200.     Concurred. 

Eighth  report  of  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters,  being  City  Doc.  44.    Placed  on  Hie. 

Order  to  authorize  Assistant  Engineer  H.  M. 
"Wightman  to  discharge  the  duties  of  City  En- 
gineer until  the  hist  Monday  in  April  next. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  ordinance  for  Assessors  to  indicate 
on  the  tax  bills  the  proportion  of  tax  for  school 
purposes.    Ordinance  passed  in  concurrence. 

Or<ler  lor  Board  of  Health  to  place  urinals  in 
suitable  places  on  Maverick  and  Central  squares. 
Alderman  Flynn  thought  no  money  had  been  ap- 
propriated lor  this  purpose,  and  on  his  motion 
the  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Health.     Sent  down. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  boats  and  lighters.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  m  concurrence. 

<ndri  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
and  report  if  any  changes  are  desirable  in  the 
statutes  or  ordinances  in  relation  to  the  issue  of 
burial  permits.     Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  inexpedient  to  provide  ambulances  for 
use  ol  persons  injured  at  fires.  Accepted  in  con- 
cuirence. 


Order  proposing  the  erection  of  gates  at  ferry 
landings  to  facilitate  the  movement  of  passen- 
gers.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
thee  pediency  of  a  new  codification  of  the  ordi- 
nances of  this  city.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  inexpedient  to  remove  the  alarm  bell 
from  the  Rice  Primary  Schoolhouse.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  BRIDGES. 

A  certificate  came  up  of  the  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named persons  as  Superintendents  of 
Bridges:  Federal-street,  Jacob  Morris;  Dover- 
street,  Angus  Nelson;  Chelsea-street,  John  Gill j 
Charles  River,  Joel  R.  Bolau;  Warren,  Charles  S. 
Marple;  Maiden,  John  Howard;  Broadway,  John 
C.  Poole;  Mt.  Washington-avenue,  Daniel  J.  Hol- 
land; Meridian-street,  Walter  T.  Wendell;  Con- 
gress-street, Matthew  J.  Callahan. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee — Aldermen. 
Flynn,  Woolley. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

For  Supeiinteadei  tof  Federal-street  Bridge— 

♦Jacob  Norris 12 

For  Superintendent  ot  Dover-street  Bridge— 

♦Angus  Nelson 12 

For  Su  periutendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge— 

♦John  Gill 12 

For     superintendent      of      Charles  -  River 

Bridge— MoelR.  Bolan 12 

For     Superintendent    of     Warren    Bridge — 

♦Charles  H.  Marple  12 

For     Superintendent   of     Maiden    Bridge— 

♦John  Howard 12 

For    Superintendent   of    Broadway  Bridge — 

♦John  C  Poole 12 

For  Superintendent  of  Mt  Washiuaton-&,ve- 

nue  Bridge— ♦Daniel  J.  Holland 10 

George  H   Davis 2 

For     Superintendent     of     Meridian  -  street 

Bridge— Walter  T.  Wendell 4 

George  Morrison 8 

For     Superintendent     of     Congress  -  street 

Bridge— 'Matthew  J.  Callahan 12 

Those  marked  with  stars  were  elected  in  con- 
currence. Mr.  Morrison  was  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Sent  down. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  CEDAR  GROVE   CEMETERY. 

A  report  came  up  nominating  Frank  L.  Tileston 
as  Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  for 
five  years,  with  certificate  of  election  of  said 
Tileston  as  such  commissioner. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee — Aldermen 
Woolley,  Viles.  Frank  L.  Tileston  received  12J 
votes,  and  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

DIRECTORS  OF  EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

Report  came  up  nominating  Thomas  L.  Jenks 
and  Ebenezer  Adams  as  Directors  of  East  Boston 
Ferries  for  two  years,  with  certificate. 

Election  of  Messrs.  Jenks  and  Adams  as  such 
Directors. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee— Aldermen 
Thorndike,  Whitten. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

jjectssarv  for  a  choice 7 

Thomas  L.  Jenks 12 

Ebenezer  Adams  10 

William  J.  Burke 2 

Messrs.  Jenks  and  Adams  were  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  W.  P.  Stone  &  Co. 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and. 
boiler  at  179  First  street,  and  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday, 
April  12,  next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

DUTIES     OF     HEALTH      DEPARTMENT      IN      OTHER 
CITIES. 

The  following  was  received  and  ordered  printed: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— In  response 
to  an  order  of  your  honorable  body  directing  the 
Board  of  Health  "to  ascertain  by  written  commu- 
nications, addressed  to  the  proper  officials,  and 
to  report  the  cost  of  performing  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  the  duties  which  aro 
performed  in  this  city  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment," this  Board  begs  respectfully  to  submit  the 
following  information  obtained  in  the  manner 
directed. 

The  duties  performed  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment in  this  city  comprise  the  cleaning  of  streets, 
the  collection  of  ashes  and  offal,  the  cleaning  of 
public  cesspools,  and  theihterrbgatlons  addressed 
to  the  proper  officials  in  the  various  cities  named 
pertained  to  these  subjects  exclusively. 

In  Baltimore  it  is  learned  that  the  entire  work 
of  cleaning  the  streets  is  performed  directly  by 
the  city  under  the   direction    of  the    Health    De 
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partment,  and  not  by  contract,  and  the  cost  to 
the  city  of  the  work  was  §87,643  for  the  last  finan- 
cial year.  The  number  of  loads  of  street  sw  eep- 
ings  removed  during  the  year  was  146,886,  and  the 
average  cost  per  load  is  set  at  sixty-two  cents. 

Seventy-five  men  were  employed  for  )  rosecut- 
ing  the  work  and  the  number  of  carts  employed 
for  the  purpose  averaged  forty-fix  per  day.  The 
wages  paid  the  sweepers  was  SI. 50  per  day,  while 
the  street-cart  men  received  S3  per  day,  which 
latter  sum,  it  is  presumed,  includes  the  services  of 
the  team  and  driver,  as  teams  are  not  furnished 
by  the  city. 

No  street-sweeping  machines  are  used.  The  es- 
timated number  of  miles  of  streets  swept  is  250, 
and  the  rule  is  to  sweep  them  once  a  week.  The 
street  sweepings  are  sold  to  farmers  by  the  de- 
partment and  the  proceeds  turned  into  the  City 
Treasury.  T"ie  amount  realized  from  the  sale  of 
street  sweepings  is  not  stated,  but  it  is  inconsid- 
erable, as  appears  from  the  fact  that  the  total 
amount  realized  by  the  city  from  the  sale  of  street 
sweepings,  ashes,  offal  and  all  refuse  matter 
amounted  last  year  to  but  S2862.  The  street 
crossings  are  swept  by  the  Health  Department. 
Ashes  are  removed  by  the  city  and  the  same  force 
is  employed  to  collect  the  offal,  though  ashes  and 
offal  are  collected  separa'ely.  The  cost  of  collect- 
ing both  ashes  and  offal  last  year  was  $84,997. 

The  ashes  have  usually  been  sold  for  filling  pur- 
poses for  four  cents  per  cubic  yard.  The  number 
of  loads  of  ashes  and  offal  collected  last  year  was 
135,851.  The  number  of  men  employed  for  that 
purpose  was  ninety-eight.  The  wages  paid  men 
and  teams  was  S3  per  day.  The  cesspools  of  the 
public  schools  only  are  cleaned  by  the  city,  and 
the  annual  expense  attending  this  work  is  esti- 
mated at  S3500.  These  cesspools  are  cleaned  as 
often  as  required,  and  the  material  is  removed 
beyond  the  city  limits.  There  are,  all  together, 
eiyhty  thousand  cesspools  in  the  city,  half  of 
which  number  are  dug  to  running  water,  and, 
consequently,  do  not  require  frequent  cleaning. 

In  Philadelphia  the  work  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment is  performed  by  contract.  The  cleaning  of 
the  streets  and  the  removal  of  ashes  are  embraced 
in  the  same  contract,  and  the  removal  is  per- 
formed by  a  separate  contract.  Under  the  pres- 
ent contract,  the  cost  to  the  city  for  cleaning  the 
streets  and  removing  the  ashes  is  S169.044.32  per 
annum,  and  for  collecting  the  offal  §23,195.46  per 
annum,  making  a  total  ol  S192,239.78  per  annum; 
the  city  has  no  control  whatever  of  the  number  of 
men  and  carts  employed  for  performing  the  work 
specified  in  the  contract,  nor  does  it  prof ^ss  to 
have  any  knowledge  of  what  disposition  is  made 
of  the  street  sweepings,  the  cshes  or  the  offal. 

The  contract  specifies  that  all  street?,  lanes 
and  alleys  shall  be  cleaned  not  less  than  once  a 
week,  and  oftener  if  required  by  the  Board  of 
Health.  The  offal  is  required  to  be  collected  at 
regular  hours  daily  from  the  1st  of  June  to  the 
1st  of  November,  and  not  less  than  three  times  a 
week  in  the  remaining  months  of  the  year.  All 
the  work  is  required  to  be  done  under  the  super- 
vision of,  and  in  stricv.  conformity  to,  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Health  and  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  said  board.  On  the  failure  on  the 
part  of  any  contractor  to  give  satisfaction,  the 
Board  of  Health  has  the  right  to  annul  the  con- 
tract after  twenty-tour  hours'  notice.  The  city  is 
divided  into  twenty-eight  districts  and  each  dis- 
trict is  covered  by  a  separate  contract. 

There  are  about  960  miles  of  paved  streets  in 
the  city.  The  accompanying  specification  (No.  1) 
furnishes  additional  information  respecting  the 
conditions  of  the  contracts.  The  contracts  for 
street  cleaning  are  for  three  years,  and  the  pres- 
ent contracts  expire  at  the  close  of  the  present 
year.  The  existing  method  of  performing  the 
work  specified  in  the  contracts  not  being  deemed 
in  all  respects  satisfactory,  a  new  departure  is  to 
he  taken  by  the  Board  of  Health  of  Philadelphia, 
and  a  copy  of  the  specifications  of  proposed  new 
contracts,  together  with  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  City  Council  of  Philadelphia 
to  consider  the  subject,  is  herewith  enclosed  (No. 
2). 

The  new  specifications  as  set  forth  in  the  ac- 
companying document  have  been  adoptedby  tthe 
City  Council,  and  will  go  into  effect  Jan.  1, 1881. 

The  new  specifications  stipulate  that  all  work 
shall  be  done  by  the  same  contractors  in  the  same 
district.  The  city  is  divided  into  four  districts, 
instead  of  twenty-eight,  as  at  present,  in  order  to 
afford  better  opportunities  for  the  introduction 
of  machinery  in  performing  the  work.  The  suc- 
cessful bidder  for  street  cleaning  in  any  district 


will  he  the  only  party  that  will  receive  a  license 
to  clean  van'ts  in  that  district,  and  he  will  have 
control  of  all  material  removed  from  them. 

At  present  the  cleaning  of  vaults  is  performed 
by  parties  licensed  by  the  Board  of  Health  for 
that  purpose,  and  they  in  turn  cm  contract  with 
private  parties  for  the  removal  of  the  contents  of 
vaults  in  conformity  with  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Board  of   Health  governing  the  same. 

We  regret  to  be  compelled  to  state  that  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain  but  a  small  part  of  the  infor- 
mation soucht  for  from  New  York  city,  although 
repeated  communications  have  been  addressed  oy 
this  Board  to  the  proper  authorities  in  that  city. 
The  f;ic t  that  the  department  having  cnarge  of 
the  work  of  street-cleaning  has  only  recently  been, 
put  in  charge  of  a  new  head,  and  that  the  task  of 
organizing  its  various  branches  is  still  in  prog- 
ress, doubtless  accounts  for  this  seeming  neg- 
lect on  the  part  of  the  New  York  offi- 
cials. The  information  is  furnished,  how- 
ever, that  the  city  does  not  undertake  to- 
collect  all  or  any  offal  from  hotels,  markets  or 
private  dwellings.  The  city  employs  a  contractor 
to  collect  dead  animals  Irom  the  public  streets, 
and  provides  a  dock  lor  the  contractor  from 
which  he  removes  daily  to  Barren  Island,  in  steam 
vessels,  ail  such  collections,  as  well  as  all  offal 
that  may  be  delivered  at  said  dock  by  butchers 
and  others.  The  offal  from  slaughter  houses  in 
the  city  is  mainly  utilized  while  fresh  within  the 
city  by  manufacturers  for  fertilizers.  The  offal 
from  markets  and  hotels,  and  from  many  private 
dwellings,  is  collected  bj  parties  employed  in  the 
business  of  fat  rerdering,  bone  boiling,  fertilizer 
manufacturing,  etc.,  etc.,  generally  beyond  the 
city  limits. 

Cesspools  are  not  tolerated  in  the 
built-up  portions  of  the  city.  In  streets  that  are 
sewered.it  is  required  that  connections  should 
be  made  with  the  same  for  the  discharge  of  waste 
water,  etc.  Such  cesspools  as  exist  in  the  sub- 
urbs are  n^t  cleaned  hj  the  city  or  by  contract. 
The  work  is  done  by  the  city  scavengers  employed 
by  the  owner  or  occupant  of  the  premises,  upon 
conditions  and  undei  rules  and  regulations  pre- 
scribed by  the  sanitary  code.  The  maximum  rate 
that  scavengers  are  allowed  for  cleaning  privies 
and  cesspools  is  twelve  cents  per  cubic  foot. 
The  contents  of  cesspools  when  cleaned  b\  scav- 
engers are  removed  to  the  scows  provided  by  the 
contractor  for  the  removal  of  night  soil, 
and  are  used  with  the  night  soil  as  a 
fertilizer  in  the  rural  districts.  Cesspools  are 
cleaned  when  necessary  or  when  oidered  by  the 
Board  of  Health,  not  at  any  fixed  period  or  inter- 
val. The  quantity  of  mateiial  it-movfd  liora 
cesspools  in  this  city  to  the  night-soil  scows  is  tri- 
fling, as  the  mateiial  is  generally  used  as  a  fertil- 
izer upon  the  gardens  or  grounds  adjacent  in  the 
suburban  distiicts.  The  coni  rector  is  paid $36,- 
000  per  annum  lor  the  removal  of  dead  animals, 
offal  and  night  soil,  delivered  to  his  vessels.  This 
amount  also  pays  him  for  collecting  dead  animals 
from  the  streets. 

According' to  the  statement  of  the  Comptroller 
the  following  have  been  the  jearly  expenses  of 
street-cleaning  under  the  management  of  the  Po- 
lice Department: 

1873 #975,000  I  1877 g724,00O 

1874 975.000  |  1878 692,(00 

1875 755,00011879 U67.181 

1876 725,000  I 

For  the  present  year  the  sum  of  §690,000  has 
been  appropriated,  besides  §135,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  tugs  and  scows  to  take  street  refuse  to 
the  dumping  ground.  No  revenue  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  city  for  the  sale  of  sweepings,  etc., 
since  1872. 

As  above  stated,  the  street-cleaning  bureau  has 
lately  undergone  an  entire  reorganization  with  a 
view  to  increasing  its  efficiency,  its  work  not  hav- 
ing been  performed  satisfactorily  hitherto. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Board  of  Health,  by 

S.  H.  Durgin,  Chairman. 

Sent  down. 

INFLUENCE  OF    PUBLIC    PARKS    UPON    VALUATION 
OF  THE  CITY. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall,  March  22, 1880. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— I  transmit 
herewith  a  communication  from  the  Park  Com- 
missioners, giving  a  staten  ent  of  the  operations 
of  the  city  in  connection  with  the  Back  Bay  im- 
provements as  affecting  municipal  finances.  At 
this  time,  when   the  subject    of   park   improve- 
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ment  is  before  trie  City  Council,  the  facts  here 
stated  have  a  present  value,  and  I  commend  them 
to  jour  consideration. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

No.  87  Milk  Street, 
Post   Office    Square, 
Boston,  March  17,  1880.] 

To  His  Honor  Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor: 
Sir— The  undersigned  Commissioners  of  Parks  re- 
spectfully ask  your  attention  to  the  following 
statement  of  the  operations  of  the  city  in  connec- 
tion witn  the  BacU  Bay  improvement  as  affecting 
municipal  finances. 

The  information  will  not  he  new  to  you,  as  you 
are  familiar  with  the  various  departments  of  the 
City  Government,  which,  in  some  measure,  are  in- 
fluenced by  this  work.  It  will,  however,  be  found 
interesting  and  instructive,  not  only  to  owners  of 
estates  adjacent  to  the  improvement,  but  espe- 
cially to  citizens  at  larg^  who  may  naturally  be 
under  the  impression  that  their  property  is  being 
additionally  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  a  particular 
section  of  the  city. 

The  reverse  is  true.  The  tax  rate  is  already  fa- 
vorably influenced  by  the  purchase  of  park  lands, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  will  so 
continue  to  be,  in  an  increasing  ratio,  in  succeed- 
ing years. 

Aii  informal  statement,  such  as  this  is  intended 
to  be,  is  the  only  way  by  which  knowledge  can  be 
given  necessary  to  an  understanding  of  the  prem- 
ises, as  the  official  reports  of  the  various  depart- 
ments cannot  so  group  the  facts  as  to  give  the 
information. 
Coet  of  106  acres  on  Back  Bay 

for    park     and     surrounding 

streets 84G5.226.10 

Betterments  assessed  upon  ad- 
jacent estates 8431,972.00 

Increased  valuation 

by  Tax    Assessors 

on  adjoin'g estates 

ill  consequence  of 

purchase    in    1878 

over  1877 81 ,146,641 

Taxes  on  said  increase  in  1876 

at  #12.80  per  #1000 14,677.00 

Increased  valuation 

by  Tax  Assessors 

ouadjoin'g  estates 

in  consequence  of 

purchase   in    1879 

over  1877 81,711,913 

Taxes  on  said  increase  in  1879 

at  812.50  per  8i0U0 21,399.00 

S468,048.00 
less  loss  in  taxes  on  purchased  - 
lands  for  1878  and  1879 11.770.00 

8456,278.00 
Amount     of    overdue     unpaid 
taxes     deducted    from    pur- 
chase money  due  the   Boston 

Water  Power  Company 45,234.19 

The  city  had  been  unable  to  collect  these  taxes 
previously,  owing  to  the  intricate  complications 
with  which  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company 
vras  embarrassed. 

The  106  acres  includes,  as  directed  by  the  City 
Council,  the  areas  for  the  surrounding  streets 
amounting  to  about  613,000  feet,  costing,  at  ten 
cents  per  foot,  $61,300. 

This  expenditure  is  of  the  same  nature  as  ordi- 
nary damages  paid  for  land  taken  for  streets 
throughout  the  city,  and  for  the  purposes  of  this 
examination  should  be  eliminated  from  the  cost 
of  park  lands  proper. 

recapitulation. 

Total  costof  106  acres 8*65.226.10 

less  613,0o0  feet  for  streets.  61 ,3"0.00 

Costof  park  lands  proper...   .  8403,926.10 

Betterments 8431,972  00 

Increase  of  tax-sonincreased 

valuation  for  two  years.   ...      36,076.00 
les*    loss   iu    taxes   on    land 

bought 11,770.00 

Net  increased  taxes 824,306.00 

8456.278.00 

Cain  to  city  treasury 862.351.90 

Amount   of    overdue   unpaid 
taxes  secured 45,234.19 

897,586.09 

The  total  expenditures  in  1878  and  1879  for  the 
improvement  of  lands  purchased  was  $118,583  95, 
all  of  which  was  for  streets  and  none  for  the  park 
proper. 

The  Park  Commissioners  do  not  criticise  the 
wisdom  of  the  City  Council  in  imposing  upon  this 


department  the  duties  of  buying  land  for  streets 
and  constructing  the  same,  and  of  having  charged 
to  their  account  the  cost  of  these  public  works, 
which,  heretofore,  were  exclusively  the  function 
of  other  departments,  but,  nevertheless,  mention 
the  matter  that  it  may  be  properly  understood  by 
such  citizens  as  interest  themselves  in  municipal 
affairs.  While  these  streets  will  legally  remain  in 
charge  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  they  will  cor- 
respond in  their  uses  to  the  streets  bordering  up- 
on the  Common  and  Public  Garden,  namely,  Tre- 
mont,  Boylston,  Arlingtou,  Beacon,  Charles  and 
Park  streets. 

In  their  report  of  1876  the  Commissioners  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  within  a  limited    period 
from  the  time  of  the  purchase  of   park  lands  the 
rate  of  taxation  would  thereby  be  reduced  rather 
than  increased.    This  opinion  was  based  upon  the 
actual  results  attained  in  other  cities  under  simi- 
lar circumstances,  and  its  soundness  is  already 
apparent  in  BostoD. 
The  annual  interest  on  the  bonds  issued 
and  to  be  issued  in  payment  of  the  Back 
Bay  lands,  including  streets,  at  4V2  p.r 

cent.. is 820,935.17 

Increase  of  taxes  on  increased  valuation 
in  1879;  s  above 21,399.00 

Overplus 8463.83 

The  transactions  already  made  in  lands  adja- 
cent to  the  Back  Bay  Park  since  last  May  indicate 
a  large  advance  over  last  year  in  values,  which 
will  materially  augment  the  amounts  received 
from  taxes,  and  consequently  the  overplus. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Dalton. 
Wm.  Gray,  Jr. 
Henry  Lee. 

Commissioners. 
Accepted  and  ordered  printed.    Sent  down. 

WEST  ROXBURY  AND   CITY  POINT  PARKS. 

Alderman  Bi  eck  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  report  and  order  to  purchase  400  acres  for  a 
public  park  in  West  Roxbury,  in  accordance  with 
plan  in  City  Doc.  42,  1876,  and  to  issue  bonds  to 
the  amount  of  $850,000  to  meet  the  expenses. 

Alderman  Breck  explained  that  the  Park  Com- 
missioners were  of  opinion  that  $800,000  would  be 
sufficient  to  purchase  the  land;  that  owners  had 
said  they  were  willing  to  take  any  fair  offer  the 
Commissioners  might  make  when  the  Commis- 
sioners were  really  ready  to  purchase.  He  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  order  by  reducing  the  amount 
to  ¥800,000. 

Alderman  Slade  did  not  object  to  taking  it  up 
if  it  is  to  be  referred  back  to  the  committee. 

The  Board  refused  to  take  the  order  from  the 
table— 5  for,  7  against. 

Alderman  Breck  explained  that  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  proposed  recommittal. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  vote  refusing  to 
take  from  the  table,  and  took  up  the  report  and 
order. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  subject  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Parks.  Sent 
down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  report  in 
favor  of  appropriating  $110,000  for  the  purchase 
of  land  and  flats  east  of  Q  street  for  the  City 
Point  park  was  taken  from  the  table  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Parks.    Sent  down. 

HARBOR    MASTER'S     OFFICE. 

Alderman  Bell  offered  an  order — That  the  Joint 
Standing  Cot".mittee  on  Harbor  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding 
fifty  dollars  in  repairing  the  Harbor  Master's  of- 
fice; said  sum  to  be  in  addition  to  the  amount 
heretofore  expended  by  said  committee  for  the 
purpose,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Harbor.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

PETROLEUM     LICENSE. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  in  favor  of  granting  a  renewal  of  license  of 
Maverick  Oil  Company  to  manufacture,  mix  and 
refine  petroleum  or  its  products  at  their  works  on 
Chelsea  street,  East  Boston.    Accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Cyrus  T.  Hatch-elder,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  his 
mother  and  damages  to  his  vehicle  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  Nor.  2, 1879;  and  Allen,  Loring  &  Co.,  to 
be  compensated  for  loss  and  damage  caused  hj 
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the  neglect  of  the  proper  authorities  to  give   an 
alarm  of  fire.    Severally  accepted.    Sent  clown. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  recommending  the  licens- 
ing of  fifteen  newsboys.    Accepted. 

PCBLIC  LA2TDS. 

Alderman  Thorndlke  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  that  the  order  offered  in  the  Common 
Council  March  4  to  remit  the  tax  upon  estate 
numbered  796  Albany  street  ought  to  pass.  Ac- 
cepted and  said  order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  collector  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  remit  the  tax  for  the  year  1877 
assessed  upon  the  lot  of  land  on  Middlesex  street, 
the  amount  of  which  is  827.51,  standing  in  the 
name  of  John  B.  Regan  and  shown  upon  a  plan 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  City  Surveyor,  said 
lot  having  been  sold  subject  to  the  conditions  of 
bond  numbered  115,  and  since  forfeited  to  the  city 
for  breach  of  said  conditions. 

LASD    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn,from  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  an  oraer  to 
pay  the  Home  Savings  Bank  8120  for  land  taken 
and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  relocation  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue.    Passed. 

PAVTNG  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  A.  R. 
dishing  et  al.,  for  a  crosswalfi  on  Temple  place: 
James  Driscull,  tor  leave  to  move  an  iron  boiler 
on  rollers  through  Barker  and  Gardner  streets, 
West  Rox.bu.ry.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  "order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  April  12,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  to  construct  a  double 
track  in  Washington  street,  Dorchester,  in  place 
of  the  single  track  now  in  said  street.  Order 
passed. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Mon- 
day, April  12,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  to  run  "belt  lines"  within 
this  city.    Order  passed. 

Reports  that  W.  R.  Cavanagh  have  leave  to 
move  wooden  buildings  from  Washington  street, 
Ward  24,  to  Parkman  and  Gibson  streets.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  of  Mary  E.  Bean,  109 
George  street,  and  Alex.  F.Wadswbrth  on  George 
street.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  Order— That  permission  be  granted 
to  the  Central  Massachusetts  Telephone  Company 
to  erect  poles  on  Western  avenue,  Brighton,  from 
Cambridge  to  Watertown;  said  poles  to  be  placed 
on  said  avenue  in  the  positions  designated  by  red 
circles  on  plans  drawn  by  Charles  R.  Hunt,  dated 
March  19,  1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  This  permit  is  grant- 
ed upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  first 
give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  satisfac- 
tory to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving  harmless  said 
city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs 
or  "expenses,  for  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of,  the  erecting  or  maintaining  of 
said  poles  in  said  avenue;  also  upon  con- 
dition that  said  poles  shall  he  painttd 
white  and  kept  well  painted  and  in  good 
condition,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets,  and  that  the  wires  shall  be  placed 
on  said  poles  not  less  than  twenty-five  feet  from 
the  ground,  and  that  said  company  shall  remove 
said  poles  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 


Ordered,  That  the  permit  granted  to  Stearns  & 
George  to  erect  poles  on  Western  avenue,  Febru- 
ary 17,  1880,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  revoked; 
said  parties  having  relinquished  to  the  Central 
Massachusetts  Telephone  Company  their  rights 
on  said  avenue. 

Orders  passed. 

Ordered,  ihat  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
prny  be  directed,  on  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
order,  and  until  otherwise  ordered  by  this  Board, 
to  discontinue  its  use  of  the  tracks  in  Chauncy 
street,  and  to  run  its  southward-bound  cars 
through  Summer  and  Lincoln  streets;  and  for 
that  purpose  said  company  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  enter  upon  and  use  with  its 
horses  and  cars  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  on  Summer  street,  and  the 
tracks  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  on 
Summer,  Lincoln  and  Beach  streets.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Police  be, 
and  he  is,  authorized  and  empowered  to  grant 
permits  to  suitable  persons  to  raise  and  lower 
safes  into  and  from  buildings  on  the  streets  of 
this  city,  and  to  occupy  in  so  doing  such  portions 
of  the  street  as  the  "said  Superintendent  may 
deem  necessary,  subject  to  such  conditions  and 
regulations  as  he  may  prescribe  for  the  safety  and 
convenience  of  the  public.    Passed. 

PERMITS  FOR    STABLES. 

Alderman  Tiles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  James  A.  Frampton  have  leave  to 
occupy  a  stable  at  corner  of  Wyman  and  Lamar- 
tine  streets,  Ward  22;  that  Sjlvester  Bowman 
have  leave  to  occupy  stable  at  847  Albany  street 
for  five  horses.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Compa- 
ny have  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  for  150  horses  on 
the  corner  of  P  and  Second  streets,  Ward  14. 

Alderman  Viles — The  committee  have  examined 
that  matter  very  carefully.  We  have  courted 
opposition  to  the  location  of  this  stable 
and  have  met  none.  It  has  been  ad- 
vertised in  the  papers  and  we  have  waited  a  fort- 
night. People  in  South  Boston  are  familiar  with 
the  location,  or  should  be,  and  we  have  heard 
nothing  in  relation  to  it.  The  company  is  very 
anxious  to  commence  the  erection  of  this  stable, 
but  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  13  seems  to  ob- 
ject and  wishes  to  have  it  laid  over,  I  shall  ask 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table.  We  have  courted  op- 
position, but  none  has  appeared.  I  shall  ask  to 
have  it  laid  over,  in  order  to  accommodate  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  13. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  don't  krow  that  I  shall  ob- 
ject to  locating  this  stable  there.  My  object  is  to 
give  the  people  over  there  an  opportunity  to  re- 
monstrate, if  they  desire  to  do  so.  This  stable 
will  abut  upon  the  proposed  new  park,  and  it  is  to 
hold  460  horses  when  it  is  finished.  I  ask  to  have 
it  laid  over  to  give  those  people  an  opportunity 
to  oppose  it  if  they  desire.  If  the  people  over 
there  take  no  interest  in  this  matter  I  shall  not 
oppose  the  location. 

The  report  was  laid  over. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC  LSSTITDTIOJTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bell  the  nomination  of 
Lyman  A.  Belknap,  James  K.  Fagin  and  John  B. 
Martin,  by  majority,  and  of  Lyman  A.  Belknap, 
Oscar  B.  Mowry  and  John  B.  Martin,  by  minority, 
of  Committee  for  Directors  for  Public  Institutions, 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Bell  withdrew  the  name  of  Lyman 
A.  Belknap,  and,  on  motion  of  the  same  Alder- 
man, the  report  was  recommitted.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Caton. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    25,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Mayor's  message  transmitting  a  communication 
from  the  Park  Commissioners  giving  a  statement 
concerning  the  Back  Bay  Improvement  as  affect- 
ing city  financial  interests.    Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Health  on  the  expense 
and  duties  of  the  health  departments  of  other 
cities.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitio  s  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Recommitment  of  the  report  nominating  direc- 
tors at  large  for  public  institutions.    Concurred. 

Recommitment,  of  the  report  and  order  for  a 
loan  of  $850,000  for  the  purchase  of  land  for  a 
public  park  in  West  Roxbury.    Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Health  of  the 
order  for  urinals  to  be  placed  in  Maverick  and 
Central  squares.    Concurred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
C.  T.  Katchelder,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  his 
mother  on  Dorchester  avenue.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Allen,  Loring  &  Co.,  to  be  paid  for  damage  from, 
negligence  in  giving  an  alarm  of  fire.  Accepted 
in  concurrence. 

Report,  in  favor  and  passage  of  the  order  to 
abate  a  tax  on  estate  796  Albany  street.  Accepted 
and  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  remit  a  tax  of  $27.51  on  an  estate  on 
Middlesex  street  jormerly  held  by  J.  B.  Regan. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  expend  an  additional  sum  of  $50  in  re- 
pairing the  Harbor  Master's  office.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Recommitment  of  the  report  and  order  for  a 
loan  of  $110,000  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  flats 
for  a  park  at  City  Point.    Concurred. 

First  Assistant   Assessor. 
A  certificate  came  down   of   the   election    of 
George  A.  Shaw  as   First   Assistant  Assessor,  in 
place  of  John  Bryant,  chosen  by  this  Council. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee — Messrs.  Lau- 
ten  of  Ward  14,  Clapp  of  Ward  24,  Christal  of 
Ward  8. 

Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessary  for  a  choice 29 

Blank 1 

George  A.Shaw 1J 

George  W.  Kingman . % 

Joh  n  J .  Murphy li 

John  Bryant 25 

There  being  no  choice,  a  second  ballot  was 
taken. 

Whole  number  of  votes 64 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33, 

Blank 1 

Gt-  orge  A.Shaw 12 

George  W.  Kingman 4 

John  J.  Murphy  18 

John  Bryant 29 

There  being  no  choice,  a  third  ballot  was  or- 
dered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  a  re- 
cess of  five  minutes  was  taken  to  prepare  ballots. 

Whole  number  of  votes .64 

Necessary  for  a  choice .....33 

George  A.  Shaw 5 

John  J.  Murphy 21 

John  Bryant 38 

Mr.  Bryant  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
Sent  up. 

Superintendent  0/  Bridge. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of 
George  Morrison  as  Superintendent  of  Meridian- 
street  Bridge,  in  place  of  Walter  T.  Wendell, 
chosen  by  this  Council. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee —Messrs. 
Bigelow  of  Ward  25,  Rogers  of  Ward  22,  Anthony 
of  Ward  19. 

Whole  number  of  votes 66 

Neces-ary  for  a  choice 34, 

George  Morrison 36 

Walter  T.  Wendell 30 

Mr.  Morrison  was  elected  in  concurrence. 


Second  Assistant  Assessors. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  the 
following-named  persons  as  Second  Assistant  As- 
sessors: 

Ward  1— Isaiah  Whitten. 

Ward  2— John  Hartnett. 

Ward  3— John  R.  Rea. 

Ward  4— D.  D.  Taylor. 

Ward  5 — Dennis  J.  Quirk. 

Ward  6— John  F.  Kelly,  John  Carven. 

Ward  7 — Daniel  Doherty. 

Ward  8 — Edward  B.  Dailey. 

Ward  9—  Frank  Fuller. 

Ward  10— William  E.  Bicknell,  John  Robertson. 

Ward  11 — Hiram  Ames,  Charles  H.  Clark. 

Ward  12 — Alfred  I.  Woodbury,  John  Osborne, 
Jr. 

Ward  13— Thomas  A.  Jackson. 

Ward  14—  Charles  C.  Kendall. 

Ward  15— John  T.  O'Connor. 

Ward  16— Patrick  M .  Denon. 

Ward  17— Christopher  C.  Ryder. 

Ward  18— George  A.  King. 

Ward  19— William  F.  Butler. 

Ward  20 — Thomas  F.  Shaughnessy,  Constant  F. 
Drury. 

Ward  21— John  C.  Cook,  John  H.  Griggs. 

Ward  22— Patrick  H.  Rogers. 

Ward  23— John  F.  Payson,  Charles  S.  Perham. 

Ward  24 — Joseph  E.  Hall,  Isaac  S.  Lucas. 

Ward  25— John  H.  Pierce. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — At  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council,  I  mentioned  that  I  should  like  to 
have  the  Chair  rule  on  the  question  as  to  whether 
any  member  has  the  right  to  call  for  a  separate 
ballot  on  these  Assessors  for  each  ward.  On  this 
ballot  are  thirty-three  separate  officers  not  con- 
stituting a  board,  and  as  a  matter  of  curiosity  I 
should  like  to  have  a  ruling  on  the  question;  but 
finding  so  little  opposition  in  the  various  wards, 
I  would  not  insist  upon  such  a  ballot  if  the  Chair 
ruled  in  favor  of  it.  The  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances has  in  charge  the  matter  of  preparing  a 
new  method  of  electing  Assistant  Assessors,  and 
it  might  be  well  to  try  a  new  method  now,  as  the 
time  is  so  limited  in  which  to  make  a  plan.  But 
as  I  stated  before,  I  will  not  insist  upon  it,  though 
I  should  like  to  have  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  considered  the 
question  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
at  the  last  meeting,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  no 
person  can  call  for  a  division  of  the  question  as  a 
matter  of  right;  but  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Council  to  vote  to  have  these  gentlemen  elected 
all  on  one  ballot  or  on  separate  ballots. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  make  a  motion  that 
the  two  nominations  for  Assistant  Assessors  from 
Ward  12  be  omitted  from  the  list  and  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 
The  two  names  on  the  list  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  are  Alfred  I.  Woodbury  and  John  Os- 
borne, Jr.  Mr.  Osborne  was  not  recommended  by 
the  committee,  but  was  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  The  ordinance  requires  that  a  Second 
Assistant  Assessor  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  ward 
in  which  his  district  is  located.  It  is  contended 
by  a  large  number  of  my  constituents  that  Mr. 
Osborne  is  not  a  resident  of  the  ward  in  the 
sem-e  intended  by  the  ordinance.  It  is  claimed 
by  them  that  he  moved  out  of  the  ward  some 
years  ago,  that  he  owns  two  houses  in  Ward  22, 
one  of  which  is  occupied  by  his  brother,  and  the 
other  by  himself,  his  father  and  sisters,  he  being 
an  unmarried  man.  [  have  the  authority  of  one 
of  the  Republican  committee  of  Ward  12 
that,  although  Mr.  Osborne's  name  has  been 
on  the  voting  list  for  three  years  he  has 
not  voted  in  the  ward  during  that  time. 
For  these  reasons  I  asked  that  the  names 
elected  from  Ward  12  be  sent  b:ick  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Assessors'  Department, with  instructions  to 
examine  and  report  whether  both  candidates  are 
legally  qualified  for  the  place.  The  Council  will 
understand  that  this  is  not  a  question  which  can 
be  investigated  by  the  Council.  It  must  necessa- 
rily go  to  a  committee.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
investigation  shall  he  made  by  a  committee,  who 
can  examine  witnesses  under  oath.  There  are 
other  reasons  why  we  should  not  ballot  upon  them 
at  the  present  time,  but  I  will  not  give  them.  I 
desire  the  committee  to  ascertain  if  both  persons 
are  eligible  to  be  elected.  I  move  that  no  ballots 
be  cast  for  the  Assessors  for  the  two  districts  in 
Ward  12,  and  that  the  names  of  the  two  candi- 
dates elected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  re- 
ferred   back  to  the  Committee   on  Assessors'  De- 
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partrnent  with  instructions  to  see  it  they  are  eligi- 
ble to  the  office. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 
that  motion  is  out  of  order;  that  the  committee 
having  made  a  report  recommending  certain  per- 
sons for  election  as  Second  Assistant  Assessors, 
they  have  performed  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  ordinance,  and  it  is  not  within  the 
power  of  this  Council  to  refer  back  their  report 
or  any  portion  of  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  ruling  of  the  Chair  is  so  un- 
expected I  hardly  know  how  to  meet  it.  It  seems 
to  be  extremely  unfortunate.  If  there  was  any 
rule  or  principle  by  which  this  body  cannot  refer 
to  any  committee  any  subject  they  see  fit,  I  was 
not  aware  of  it.  If  it  is  desirable  to  divide  the 
matter,  I  will  make  a  motion  simply  that  no  bal- 
lots be  cast  for  Assessors  for  the  two  districts  in 
Ward  12,  and  later  in  the  evening  when  the  occa- 
sion arises  I  will  move  to  have  a  special  commit- 
tee appointed,  if  that  is  desired,  to  give  a  hearing 
on  the  subject,  whether  these  two  persons  are  eli- 
gible. It  certainly  seems  as  if  the  Council  will  be 
able  to  avail  itself  of  the  services  of  either  a  reg- 
ular or  special  committee  to  investigate  any  sub- 
ject they  see  lit.  If  the  motion  in  that  form  is  in 
order  I  would  waive  any  appeal  from  the  Presi- 
dent's ruling. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  would  inquire  how  any 
vote  passed  by  this  Council  can  prevent  any  mem- 
ber from  voting  for  an  Assessor  for  Ward  12. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  it 
cannot. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  understand  the  Chair's 
first  ruling,  it  was  that  the  Council  could  divide 
the  question. 

The  President — The  Chair  said  the  gentleman's 
first  motion  was  out  of  order  because  it  contained 
a  provision  for  recommitment.  The  motion  now 
made  is  that  no  ballot  shall  be  cast  or  counted  for 
certain  Assessors  for  Ward  12.  The  Chair  is  not 
ready  to  decide  that  motion  unparliamentary,  but 
he  thinks  it  will  have  no  effect. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  Chair  misunderstood  the 
remark  I  intended  to  make.  I  referred  to  the  first 
ruling  in  regard  to  the  right  of  any  member  to 
call  lor  a  division  of  the  question.  J  understood 
the  Chair  to  rule  that  no  member  had  such  a 
right,  but  the  Council  could  say  what  form  or 
number  of  ballots  should  be  voted. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  to  omit  the  candi- 
dates from  Ward  12  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Whit- 
more doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  motion  was 
carried— yeas  39,  nays  25: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Barry,  Blake- 
more,  Bowker,  Brintnall,  Christal,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Cronin,  Denney,Devine,C.  F.Doherty,  J.  Doherty, 
Donahoe,  Dudley,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan, 
Freeman,  Hosley,  Kendricken,  Kidney,  Lauten, 
Lovell,  Maguire",  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Morri- 
son, Murphy,  Nason,  Parkman,  Perkins,  Pratt, 
Rogers,  Swift,  Ward,  Welch,  Wharton,  Whitmore 
—39. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Bigelow,  Brimbecom,  Brown, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  Coe,  Farwell,  Greenough,  Han- 
cock, Hart,  Hilton,  Howard,  O'Dowd,  Plimpton, 
Pray,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  N.  Sawyer,  Daniel  J. 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Sweetser, 
Taylor,  Tucker,  Viles,  Williams,  Wyinan — 25. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Austin,  Devlin, 
Healy,   Hollis,  Lane,  Sibley,  Wheeler— 7. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  of  Ward  6  withdrew  the  name 
of  Allen  J.  Mclntire  from  Ward  6. 

Mr.  Coe  called  attention  to  the  discrepancy  in 
the  name  of  Mr.  Quirk,  and  the  President  ruled 
that  as  his  name  was  Dennis  G.  Quirk,  all  ballots 
cast  for  Dennis  J.  Quirk  should  be  counted  for 
Dennis  G.  Quirk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LoveH  of  Wardl  it  was  voted 
that  the  committee  to  count  votes  consist  of  eight 
members. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  requested  members  to 
vote  for  William  S.  Whitney  of  Ward  10,  who  is 
recommended  by  the  delegation  from  that  ward 
in  the  Council  and  is  acceptable  to  the  Hoard  of 
Assessors'  and  {has  |been  an  Assistant  nine  years. 

The  President  appointed  as  committee  t  >  count 
votes,  Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  17,  Sweetser  of 
Ward  3,  Lovell  of  Ward  1,  Tucker  of  Ward  14, 
O'Dowd  of  Ward  6,  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2, 
\Vharton  of  Ward  11  and  Doherty  of  Ward  6. 

Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

Ward    1— I.    Whitten 67 

Ward    2— John    Hartnett 66 

Ward    3— John  R.  Rea 25 

G.  D.  Cooper 42 


Ward    4-D.  D.  Taylor 66 

Ward    5— D.  G.    Quirk 67 

Ward    6-John  F.  Kelly 63 

A.  K.  Proctor 42 

John  Carven 25 

A.  J.  Mclntyre 2 

Ward    7— Daniel    Doherty 39 

William  Doherty 27 

Ward    8— E.  B.  Dailev 66 

William  Doherty 1 

Ward    9— Frank   Fuller 66 

Charles  Hayden 1 

Ward  10— W.   S.  Whitney 55 

J.  Robertson 52 

W.  E.  Bicknell 24 

Ward  11— ,1     R.  Briggs 30 

Hiram  Ames 63 

John    B.  Curry 5 

Charles  H.  Clark 35 

Ward  13— T.  A.  Jackson 40 

D.J.  O'Keefe .  .27 

Ward  14— C.  C.  Kendall 67 

Wardl5-J.   T.  O'Connor 37 

C.  W.    Drake 29 

Ward  16— P.   M.  Denon 67 

Ward  17— C.  C.  Rvder 67 

WardlS-G.   A.  King 59 

S.P   Oliver 8 

Ward  19— P.   T.  Sullivan 20 

William  F.  Butler 46 

Ward20-T.   F.  Shaughness'y 50 

C.  F.  Drury 36 

J.  J.  Flatmery 35 

F.   H.  Field 3 

Ward  21— John  C.  Cook 60 

J.   H.    Griggs 56 

W.  "W.Lord 14 

Ward  22— P.   H.Rogers 67 

Ward23-C.  S.  Perham 66 

J.  F.  Payson 66 

Ward  24— C.  Barnard 32 

I.  L.  Lucas 62 

Joseph  E.  Hall 29 

Ward  25- J.  H.  Pierce 66 

J.  A.Sawyer    l 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  moved  to  proceed  to  a 
ballot  to  fill  one  vacancy  in  Ward  24. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  as  an  amendment  that  a  bal- 
lot be  taken  for  Second  Assistants  in  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whitmore  objected  to  the  amendment, 
after  the  decisive  vote  of  the  Council  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr  Bailey  asked  for  some  reason,  and  Mr. 
Whitmore  repeated  his  reasons  previously  given. 

Mr.  Bailey  said  he  was  not  in  his  seat  when  Mr. 
Whitmore's  statement  was  first  made,  and  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  on  his  motion  the  names  of  Messrs. 
Woodbury  and  Osborne  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Assessors'  Department,  with  a  request 
to  inquire  into  the  eligibility  of  those  gentlemen. 
A  reconsideration  was  lost.     Sent  up. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8,  to  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  to  fill  one  vacancy  iu  Ward  24,  was 
carried. 

Committee— Messrs.  Tucker  of  Ward  14,  Swee- 
ney, Jr.,  of  Ward  2,  Wharton  of  Ward  11. 

Whole  number  of  votes 66 

Necessary  for  a  choice .'.'..'.'..'.34 

Isaac  Rosnosky '"2 

Joseph  E.  Hall 26 

Coolidge  Barnard ' ' 38 

The  following  were  elected  in  concurience: 
Isaiah  Whitten,  John  Haruiett,  D.  D.  Taylor, 
Dennis  G.  Quirk,  John  F.  Kelley,  Daniel  Doherty, 
Edward  B.  Dailey.  Frank  Fuller,  John  Robertson, 
Hiram  Ames,  Charles  H.  Clark,  Thomas  A.  Jack- 
son, Charles  C.  Kendall,  John  T.  O'Connor,  Pat- 
rick M.  Denon,  Christopkei  C.  Rvder,  George  A. 
King,  William  F.  Butler,  I'homas  F'.  Shaughnessy, 
Cons-ant  F.  Drury,  John  C.  Cook,  John  HToriogs, 
Patrick  H.  Rogers,  John  F.  Payson,  Charles  S. 
Perham,  Isaac  S.  Lucas,  John  H.  Pierce.  Those 
elected  in  non-concurrence  are  Gilbert  D.  Cooper, 
Albert  E.  Proctor,  William  S.  Whitney  and  Cool- 
idge Barnard.    Sent  up. 

Police  Commissioners. 
Mayor's  message  appointing,  subject  to  ap- 
proval, Thomas  J.  Gargan  as  Police  Commission- 
er for  the  term  beginning  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  1880.  A  ballot  upon  confirmation  was  or- 
dered. Committee— Messrs.  Whituiore  of  Ward 
12,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2,  Hilton  of  Ward  5. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 66 

Necessary  for  confirmation 34 

Yes 45 

No -. ;?>[ 

Mr.  Gargan  was  confirmed  in  concurrence. 

Mayor's  message  appointing  Edward  J. 
Jones  as  Police  Commissioner,  in  place  of  Henry 
S.  Russell,  resigned.    A  ballot  was  ordered.    Com- 
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mittee — Messrs.  Viles   of    Ward   8,    Hancock   of 
Ward  1,  McNamara  of  Ward  19. 

vVhole  number  of  ballots 66 

Necessary  for  confirmation 34 

Yes 56 

No 10 

Mr.  Jones  was  confirmed,  in  concurrence. 

THE    APPROPRIATION    BILL. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coe 
of  Ward  23,  who  submitted  the  following: 

In  Common  Council,  1 

Thursday,  March  25, 1880.  J 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  estimates  of 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  of  the  i^oney  which 
will  be  required  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
City  of  Boston  ana  the  County  of  Suffolk  for  the 
financial  year  commencing  May  1, 1880,  and  ter- 
minating April  30,  1881  (City  Doc.  No.  34,  with  Ap- 
pendix), having  duly  considered  the  same,  would 
respectfully  report  that  they  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing reductions  in  the  several  appropriations 
named,  viz.: 

Paving  Department ,9376,000.00 

Public   park,    Back   Bay    (the    amount 

a*ked  for  loam) 

■Widening  streets 

Chelsea  B. ridge,  rebuilding 

Public  bat hs 

Common  and  public  squares 

Board  of  Healih  (reducing  the  ittm  for 

Smallpox     Hospi*al     from    §5000     to 

83? 00) 

Chestnut  Hill   driveway 

Park  nursery,  Austin   Farm 

Also  that  the  following  appropriations 

be  stricken  out,  viz. : 

Fullcn-street  extension 

Western-avenue  Bridge, rebuilding 

Building  at  Gallop's  Island 


56,000.00 

50  000.00 

25,000  00 

7,500-00 

2,500.00 


1,500.00 
1,500.00 
1,000.00 


75,000  00 
9,000  00 
5,000.00 


Total  reductions,  etc g6I0.C00.O0- 


They  recommend  that  additions  he  made  to  the 

following-named  appropriations: 

Beservedfund $75 

School  in  structors 50 

Public  buildings  (for  repairing  and 
renovating  the  Aldermen's  and  adjoin- 
ingrooms) 3 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

Treasurer's  Department 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Ashmont  Station. 


000.00 
000.00 


200.00 
900.00 
600.00" 
500.00 


Total  increase  of  appropriations S130, 20000 

Total  reductions  of  appropriations, etc.  $610,000.00- 

Total  increase  of  appropriations 130,200.00 

Net  reduction  of  the  estimates g479  800.00 


The  total  amount  required  by  the  order 
accompanying  this  report  is §10,140,387.00 

Deduct  income,  as  per  Auditor's  esti- 
mates      1,682,900.00- 

88,457,487  CO 
To  which  add  four  per  cent,  for  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes  during  the  financial  year       338,299.00 

We  have  the  total  amount  to  be  raised 
by  taxation  i"  1880  for  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  city  of  Boston  and  County 
of  Suffolk,  exclusive  o£  State  tax g8,795,786.0O 


The  following  statement,  prepared  by  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts,  will  sbow  the  rate  per  thou- 
sand, based  upon  the  taxable  property  of  the 
city  this  year,  being  §630,000,000: 

Appropriations    voted   by    the    commit- 
tee   $10,140,387.00 

Less  estimated  income 1,682,900.00 

$8,457,487.00 
To  which  add  4  per  cent,  for  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes  during  tie  financial  year 
1880-81 338,299.00 

g8,795, 786.001 
Add  Boston's  proportion  of  State  tax  es- 
timated at  gl, 600,000  for  the  whole 
State,  say 619,110.00' 

$9,414,896.00- 
Less  say  89,000  poll  taxes 178.000-00 

g9,230,896.0O 
Add  the  percentage  which  the  Board  of 
Assessors  may  add  according  to  law  ■ 
for  abatements,  etc.,  say  5  per  cent 461, 845. 00' 

We  have  the  total  estimated  tax  levy  for 
1880,  exclusive  of  polls $9,698,741.00- 


Basing  the  valuation  of  the  taxable  property  of 
the  city  at  §630,000,000,  as  stated  by  the  Auditor, 
a  rate  of  S15.40  on  each  thousand  of  property  will 
he  sufficient.  The  rate  last  year  was  $12.50  per 
thousand. 

It  is  thought  by  many  that  the  above  valuation 
will  be  largely  increased;  if  so,  the  rate  will,  of 
course,  be  proportionately  reduced. 

The  highest  rate  of  taxation  since  the  annexa- 
tions have  taken  place  was  in  1874,  being  .§15.60  on 
each  $1000  of  property.  The  following  is  a  com- 
parison between  the  amount  required  the  coming 
financial  year  and  that  taxed  in  1874,  with  the 
rate  and  valuation  of  the  city,  viz. : 

1880-81. 
Net  appropriations..     $8,457,487.00 

State  tax 619,110.00 

Valuation 630,000,000.00 

Tax  levy  (which  in- 
cludes percent- 
ages)      §9,876.741.00 

(Estimated.) 

Bate $15.40 

(Estimated.) 


1874-75. 
gl0,916,293.00 

802,120.00 
798,755,050.00 


$12,629,946.00 
$15.60 


We  would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  orders,  making  the  several 
appropriations  for  the  financial  year  1880-81,  pro- 
viding for  the  use  of  certain  moneys  remaining  in 
the  City  Treasury,  April  30,  1880,  and  levying  a 
tax  for  the  year  1880  to  meet  the  same,  less  the  in- 
come and  cash  in  the  treasury,  and  for  payment 
of  interest  on  account  of  non-payment  of  taxes. 

Frederick  O.  Prince. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Clinton  Viles. 

George  E.  Bell. 

Asa  H.  Caton. 

Thomas  N.  Hart. 

Charles  F.  Austin. 

In  Common  Council,  ) 

Thursday,  March  25, 1880.  J 
orders 
Relating  to  the  Specific  Appropriations  for   the 
financial  year  1880-81,  and  authorizing  the  use 
of  certain  moneys  to  meet  the  same. 
It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  That 
to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of   Boston 
and  the  County  ot   Suffolk  for  the  financial  year, 
which  will  commence  with  the  first  day  of   May, 
1880,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of  April,  1881,  the 
following  sums  of  money  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  respectively  appropriated  for  the  objects 
and  purposes  as  explained  in  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts'Estimates   (City  Doc.  No.  34,  1880,  and   the 
Appendix  to  the  same),  and  the  applications  of  the 
various  committees  and    boards   contained   and 
printed   in    said    document    and    the    Appendix 
Thereto. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  That  no  money  shall 
be  expended,  and  no  debts  be  incurred,  for  any 
object  or  purpose,  for  which  a  specific  appropiia- 
tion  is  herein  made,  beyond  the  amount  which  is 
so  specifically  appropriated,  except  as  herein  au- 
thorized; provided,  however,  that  any  sums  of 
money  which  may  be  subscribed  or  contributed 
by  individuals  to  "promote  the  objects  of  any  of 
the  lollowing  appropriations,  and  which  form  no 
part  of  the  estimated  income  of  the  city,  shall  be 
strictly  applied,  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
contributors,  and  shall  be  credited  to  such  appro- 
priations accordingly;  that  is  to  say,  for — 
Advertising— Twelve  hundred  dollars... 
Architect's  Department— Twelve  thou- 
sand dollars 

Armories— Twenty  thousand  dollars.... 
Assessors'    Department  —  Ninety  -  five 

thousand  dollars 

Auditor's    Department  —  Sixteen    thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars 

Board  of  Hi  alth— Eighty-six 
thousand  dollars,  viz.: 

Board  of  Health ...    857 ,500.00 

Evergreen  Cemetery 1.600  00 

Public  Baths 12,50000 

Quarantine  Department 14,600  00 

Boston  Harbor— Three  thousand  dollars. 
Bridges— Ninety-six    thousand    dollars, 

viz. — 

Bridges,  oi  dinary $56,000.00 

Chelsea    Bridge,  rebuilding 

portion     of     bridge      and 

northeasterly     draw     aud 

draw-piers 40,000.00 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts  is  hereby  au- 
thorize d  to  add  to  this  appropriation  of 
$40,000,  the  sum  of  twemv-five  thousand 
($25,000)  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  city  of 
Boston  by  the  city  of  Chelsea  for  main- 
taining and  keeping   lu   repair   forever 


$1,200.00 


12,000.00 
20,000.00 


95,000.00 
16,500.00- 


86,000.00 
3,000.00 


96,000.00 
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the  northeasterly  draw  and  draw-piers 

of  Chelsea  Bridge. 

Cedar  Grove  Cenreterv— Seven  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars 7,800.00 

Chestnut-hill  drive  wav— Three  thousand 
dollars       3,000.00 

City  debt— Five  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  dollars,  to  be  paid  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds, 
for  the  pavment  and  redemption  of  the 
city  debt.'Dee.  1. 1880 593,655.00 

City  "Hospital— One  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 129,500.00 

Citv  Registrar's  Department — Ten  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. . .  10,350.00 

Cochituate  Water  Works — The  amount 
of  expenditures  for  carrying  on.  m»in- 
tainingand  extenditg  the  Cochituate 
"Waterworks,  including  the  salaries  of 
officers  and  pay  of  laborers  I  8300,000), 
and  the  interest  on  the  Cochituate 
water  loans  and  premium  on  exchange 
with  which  part  of  said  interest  is 
paid  (S634.GUO'.  to  be  paid  from  the 
revenue  received  frcm  s-*id  works, and 
all  excess  of  revenue,  if  any,  over  said 
payments  to  be  paid  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds 
for  the  special  redemption  of  said 
loans. 

Collector's  Department  —  Forty-eight 
thousand  dollars 48, 000. (JO 

Common  and  public  grounds— Seventy- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
viz.: 

Current  expenses §47  .500.00 

Ttees 5,000.00 

Fences  and  curbs  5.U00.0O 

Brighton  square,  purchase 

and  improvement  of 15,000.00 

72,500.00 

Contingent  Funds  —  Eleven  thousand 
dollars,  viz.: 

For  the  expenses  of  the  joint  standing 
and  special  committees  of  the  City 
Council,  not  having  charge  of  any  ap*- 
propriations  of  money,  incurred  by 
said  committees  while  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  official  duties,  the  bills 
for  the  same  to  be  audited  and  allowed 
for  pajmeut  b»  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, upon  their  first  being  approved 
by  the  Mayor.  Chai  man  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  the  President  of  the 
Common  Council £3,000.00 

For  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Mayor,  the 
bills  for  which  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  is  au- 
thorize d  to  audit  and  allow 
for  payment  upon  their  be- 
ing approved  by  the  Mayor        1,500.00 

For  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
to  be  expended  in  such 
manner  as  the  Boaid  of 
Aldermen  shall  order,  and 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
is  authorized  to  audit  and 
allow  for  payment  bills  so 
ordered,  upon  their  beiDg 
approved  by  the  Mavor 
and  Chairman  of  "the 
Board  of  Aldermen 3,500.00 

For  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Common  Council,  to 
be  expended  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Common  Coun- 
cil shall  order,  and  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  is  au- 
thorized to  audit  and  allow 
for  payment  all  bills  so  or- 
dered, up  n  their  being 
approved  by  the  Mayor 
and  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council 3.000.00 

„  11,000.00 

East  Boston  Ferries — One  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars 170,000.00 

Engineer's  Department  —  Twemy-six 
thousand  dollars 26,000  00 

Fire  Department— Six  hundred  ind  five 
thonsai  d  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, viz. : 

Fire  Department §582,250.00 

Fire  alarm  Telegraph 21.800  00 

Bebs  and  clocks l.lOo.OO 

605,150.00 

Health  Department— Three  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  dollars 340,000.00 

Incidental  Expenses— Eighty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  viz. : 

Miscellaneous  expenses §60,000.00 

Celebration  of  250th  anni 
versary    of  settlement  of 

Boston 25,000.00 

85.000.00 

Inspection  of  Buildings— Twentv  thou- 
sai.d  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  .  20,750.00 

Interest  and  Premium— One  million  six 
hundred  and  tweut>-four  thousand 
dollars 1,624,030. 


Lamps— Four  hundred  and  thirteen 
thousand  dollars 

Law  Department — Twenty-two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty  dollars 

Liquor  License  Expenses— The  amount 
of  expenditures  for  salaries  of  clerks, 
and  police  officers  specially  detailed, 
clerks  in  City  Clerk's  and  Collector's 
offices,  and  all  other  expenses  con- 
nected with  the  issuing  of  liquor  li- 
censes, to  be  paid  from  the  amount  re- 
ceived for  licenses,  all  excess  of  reve- 
nue over  expenditures  to  remain  in  the 
treasurv  at  the  close  of  the  financial 
year,  April  30,  1881,  subject  te  the 
order  of  the  City  Council. 

Markets — >ine  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery— Fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars 

Mystic  Water  Works— The  amount  of 
expenditures  for  maintaining,  extend- 
ing, and  carrying  on  the  Mystic  Water 
Works,  including  the  salaries  of  offi- 
cers, pay  of  laborers,  as  estimated  bv 
the  Boston  Water  Board  ill0.500<,  and 
the  interest  on  the  Mystic  Water  Loans 
(§65.080),  to  he  defrayed  from  the  rev- 
enue received  from  said  works,  and 
all  excess,  if  any,  of  revenue  over  said 
payments  to  be  paid  to  the  sinking 
fund  for  the  special  redemption  oi  said 
loans. 

Old  Claims — Two  thousand  dollars 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— One  hundred  and 
seventeen  thousand  Line  hundred  dol- 
lars: 

Current  expenses §101.900  00 

Lodge  for  Wavfarers 8.000.00 

Temporary  Home 8,000.00 

Park  Department— Five  thousand  dol- 
lars  

Paving     Department  —  Nine     hundred 

thousand  dollars 

Police  Department — Eight  hundred  and 
Bixty  -seven  thousand  five  hundred  and 

ninety-two  dollars 

Printing     and    Stationery  —  Thirty-one 

thousand  four  hundred  dollars 

Pnblic  Buildings— Eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars  

Public  Institutions— Five  hundred  and 
six  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars, 
viz.: 

House  of  Industry jgl64.500.00 

House  of  Correction 86,000.00 

Lunatic  Hospital 45.000.00 

Office  expenses 7,700.00 

Pauper  expenses 105.500.00 

Steamboat  "J.  P.  Bradlee,".      14,500.00 

Marcella-street    Home 28,200.00 

Almshouse,  Austin   Farm..       17,500.00 
Stone     cutting.     Deer    and 

Rainsferd  Islands 10,000.00 

New  building,  House  of  Cor- 
rection        20,000.00 

Additional     for     Marcella- 
street  Home 7,800.00 


413,000,00 
22,140.00 


Public  Lands— Four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  

Public  Library— One  hundred  and  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars 

Public  Park,  Back  Bay — Three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars : 

For  filling,  water  ways, 
sluices,  gateways,  etc..."...  §214,000.00 

Covered  channel,  Stony 
Brook 110,000.00 

Park  Nursery,  Austin  Farm         1,1  00.00 

Record  Commissioners— Three  thousand 
dollars 

Registration  of  Voters  and  Election  Ex- 
penses —  Thirty-eight  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars: 

Registration  of  voters $25,300  00 

Election  expenses 13,000.00 

Reserved  Fund — Two  hundred  and 
twenty  five  thousand  dollars 

Salaries — Thirty-two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars 

Schools  and  Schonlhouses — 
One  million  six  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  viz. : 

School  instructors §1,050,000.00 

School  exDenses.  School 
Committee 240,000.00 

Salaries  of  officeis,   School 

Committee 44,000.00 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts 

is      herebv     authorized     to 

transfer  from  salaries  of  in- 

strii'  tors,    salaries    of    offi- 
cers, School  Committee,  or 

school      expenses.      School 

Committee,  .    such       unex- 
pended balances  as  may  be 

needed    to    make    up    "any 

deficiency  that   may  occur 


9,550.00 
15,000.00 


2,000.00 


117,900.00 

5,000.00 

900,000.00 

867,592.00 

31,400.00 
80,000.00 


506,700.00 

4,500.00 

115,000.00 


325,000.00 
3,000.00 


38.500.00 

225,000.00 

32,500.00 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


in  either  of  the  three  named 

appropriations. 

Schoolhousec,  public  buld- 
ings 116,000.00 

English  High  and  Latin 
School  buildings,  comple- 
tion and  furnishing 68,000.00 

Grammar  schoolhouse,  Eg- 
leston  square,  erection  of 
new  building  on  laud 
owned  by  ci  y 45,000.00 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Sev- 
enth street,  for  land  and 
erection  of  a  building 
thereon 50,000.00 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Elmo 
street,  for  laud  and  erec- 
tion of  a  wooden  huilaing 
thereon 7,000.00 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Ash- 
mont  station  for  land  and 
erectioii  of  a  wooden  build- 
ing thereon 

Prince    Schoolhouse,    addi- 

tition  to  building 

1,650,500  00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— Six 
thousand  nint  hundred  dollars 6,900.00 

Sewer  Department— One  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars 150,000.00- 

Sheds,  etc.,  Health  Department— Seven 
thousand  dollars 7,000.00 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  —  Eight 
hundred  dollars 800.00 

Surveyor's  Department  —  Thirty  thou- 
sand dollais ' 30,000.00 

Treasurer's  Department — Twenty-four 
thousand  dollars 24,000.00 

West  Boston  and  other  bridges— Six 
thousand  dollars 6,000.00> 

"Widening  and  extending  streets— One 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
viz. 


Ordinary  widenings  and  ex- 
tensions   

Essex-street  extension 


100,000.00 
50,000.00 


150.000.00' 

Total  for  city  of  Boston 89,815.358.00 

County  of  Suffolk— Three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars ..       325,000.00 

Total  for  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
county  of  Suffolk glO, 140.387. 00 


Say  ten  million  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  moneys  derived  from  the  ex- 
cess of  revenue  from  liquor  licenses,  excess  of 
income  and  taxes  over  estimated  income  and 
taxes,  and  such  balances  of  appropriations  in  ex- 
cess of  expenditures  at  the  close  of  this  financial 
year,  April  30,  1880,  as  remain  in  the  treasury,  be 
used  toward  meeting  the  aforesaid  appropriations 
for  the  financial  year  1880-81. 

[.Statement  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 
From  the  amount  appropriated  by  the 

preceding  order,  viz 810,1 40,387.00 

Deduct  the  amount  of  estimated  income, 

as  stated   on   page  27,  City  Document 

No.  34, 1880 1,682,900.00 

We  have  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  tax- 
ation    8,457,487.00 


To  raise  this  amount  of  $(8,457,487  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, recpiire  a  gross  tax  of 8,795,786.00 

(See  Tax  Levy  order,  page  13.) 

From  which,  deducting  the  amount 
which  will  not  be  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury within  the  financial  year,  say 338,299.00 


We  have  the  balance  required,  as  before 
stated 2 


S.457,487.00 


In  Common  Council,  | 

Thursday,  March  25,  1880. j 
ORDERS 

Laying  a  specific    Tax    to   defray  the  expenses  of 
the  City  of  Boston  and  the  county  of  Suffolk  for 
the  financial  year  1880-81,  and  providing  for  in- 
terest on  non-payment  of  same. 
Ordered,    That   the   sum  of   eight  million  seven 
hundred  and  ninetv-five  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-six  ($8,795,786)  dollars  be  raised  on  the 
polls  and  estates  taxable  in   this  city,  according 
to  law,  to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  the  city  of 
Boston    and    the    county    of    Suffolk    during  the 
financial  year,    which    will    commence    with  the 
first  day  of  May,  1880,  and  end  with  the  last  day 
of  April,  1881. 

Ordered,  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of 
chapter  74  of  the  acts  of  1879,  all  taxes  assessed 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  expenditures 
of  the  City  of  Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk,  for 


the  financial  year  1880-81,  and  for  paying  the  city's 
proportion  of  the  State  tax  of  1880,  shall  he  due 
and  payable  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1880; 
and,  if  "the  same  shall  remain  unpaid,  interest  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  shall  be 
charged  upon  all  such  taxes  as  shall  not  be  paid 
at  that  date;  and,  upon  all  taxes  that  shall  re- 
main unpaid  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1881, 
there  shall  lie  charged  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven 
percent,  per  annum;  and  all  the  interest  that 
shall  have  become  due  from  and  after  the  above- 
named  dates  sha^l  be  added  to  and  be  a  part  of 
such  taxes;  provided,  however,  that  the  taxes  as- 
sessed by  authority  of  chapter  315  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  1873,  upon  the  shares  of  national  banks 
and  of  other  corporations,  shall  be  due  and  paya- 
ble on  the  first  day  of  November,  1880,  and  inter- 
est shall  be  charged  as  provided  in  said  act  upon 
all  such  taxes  as  remain  unpaid  after  that  date, 
at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. 

REPORT. 

In  Common  Council,  Thursday,  March  15, 1880. 
The  undei  signed,  members  of  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  the  Auditor  of  Accounts'  Esti- 
mates for  the  financial  year  1880-81,  would  re- 
spectfully report  that  they  concur  with  the  rec- 
ommendations contained  in  the  preceding  report, 
with  the  exception  of  the  reduction  of  the  amount 
for  the  Paving  Department  to  $900,000.  They  are 
of  the  opinion  that  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
taxpayers  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets,  for  work  actually  necessary  to  be 
done  on  the  streets,  warrants  them  in  asking  for 
an  appropriation  of  one  million  dollars  for  that 
department,  constituting  a  difference  of  $100,000 
between  the  two  reports,  making  the  tax  rate 
based  on  the  same  valuation,  as  given  by  the 
Auditor,  $15.57  on  each  $1000,  a  difference  of  sev- 
enteen cents  from  that  of  the  report  of  the  other 
members  of  the  committee,  that  being  $15.40. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  orders,  making  the  several 
appropriations  for  the  financial  year  1380-81,  pro- 
viding for  the  use  of  certain  moneys  remaining  in 
the  city  treasury  April  30, 1880,  and  levying  a  tax 
for  the  year  1880  to  meet  the  same,  less  the  in- 
come arid  cash  in  the  treasury  and  for  payment  of 
interest  on  account  of  non-payment  of  taxes. 

James  J.  Flynn. 

Charles  V.  Whitten. 

Henry  F.  Coe. 

Daniel  J.  Sweeney. 

Paul  H.  Kendricken. 

Francis  W.  Pray. 

Henry  N.  Sawyer. 

In  Common  Council,  ) 

Thursday,  March  25,  1880.  J 

ORDERS. 

Relating  to  the  Specific  Appropriations  for  the 
financial  year  1880-81,  and  authorizing  the 
use  of  certain  moneys  to  meet  the  same. 
It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  That, 
to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year 
which  will  commence  with  the  first  day  of  May, 
1880,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of  April,  1881,  the 
following  sums  of  money  be,  and  the  same  are, 
hereby  respectively  appropriated  for  the  objects 
and  purposes  as  explained  in  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts' estimates  (City  Document  No.  34,  1880, 
and  the  Appendix  to  the  same),  and  in  the  appli- 
cations of  the  various  committees  and  boards 
contained  and  printed  in  said  document,  and  the 
appendix  thereto. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  That  no  money  shall 
he  expended,  and  no  debts  be  incurred,  for  any 
object  or  purpose,  for  which  a  specific  appropria- 
tion is  herein  made,  beyond  the  amount  which  is 
os  specifically  appropriated,  except  as  herein 
authorized;  provided,  however,  that  any  sums  of 
money  which  may  be  subscribed  or  contributed 
by  individuals  to  promote  the  objects  of  any  of 
the  following  appropriations,  and  which  form  no- 
part  of  the  estimated  income  of  the  city,  shall  be 
strictly  applied,  according  to  the  intention  of 
the  contributors,  and  shall  be  credited  to  such 
appropriations  accordingly;    that  is  to  say,  for — 

Advertising— Twe.lv i  hundred  dollars...  $1,200.00 

Architect's  Department— Twelve  thou- 
sand dollars 12,00000 

Armories— Twenty  thousand  dollars 20,000.00 

Assessors'  Department  —  Ninety-five 
thousand  dollars 94,000.00 

Auditor's  Department— Sixteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars 16,500.00 

Board  of  Health— Eighty-six  thousand 
dollars,  viz. ; 
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Board  of  Health g57.500.00 

Evergreen  Cemetery 1.500.00 

Public  baths 12,500.00 

Quarantine  Department 14,500.00 

Boston  Harbor,  three  thousand  dollars.. 
Bridges— Ninety -six  thousand  dollars,  viz: 

Bridges,  ordinary $56,000.00 

Chelsea   Bridge,  rebuilding 

portion    of    bridge    and 

northeasterly   draw   and 

draw  piers 40,000.00 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts 
is  hereby  authorized  to  add 
to  this  appropriation  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars (?25,0o0),  to  be  paid  to 
the  city  of  Boston  by  the 
city  of  Chelsea,  for  main 
Gaining  and  keeping  in  re- 

Jiair  forever  thenortheaster- 
y  draw  and  draw-piers  of 
said  bridge. 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery— Seven  thousand 
eisrht  hundred  dollars 

Chestnut  Hill  driveway— Three  thou- 
sand dollars 

City  debt— Five  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  dollars,  to  be  paid  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds 
for  the  payment  and  redemption  of  the 
city  debt,  Dec.  1,  1880 

City  Hospital— One  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 

City  Registrar's  Department— Ten  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars... 

Cochituate  Water  Worke— The  amount 
of  expenditures  for  cairying  on,  main- 
taining and  extending  the  Cochituate 
Water  Works,  including  the  salaries  of 
officers  and  pay  of  laborers  ($300,000), 
and  the  interest  on  the  Cochituate  wa- 
ter loans  and  premium  on  exchange 
with  which  part  of  said  interest  is  paid 
($634, 0U0),  to  be  paid  from  the  reve- 
nue received  from  said  works,  and  all 
excess  of  revenue,  if  any,  over  said 
payments  to  be  paid  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds 
for  the  special  redemption  of  said 
loans. 

Collector's  Department  —  Forty-eight 
thousand  dollars 

Common  and  Public  Grounds— Seventy- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
viz  : 

Current  expenses $47,500  00 

Trees 5,000.00 

Fences  and  curbs 5,000.00 

Brightou  square,  purchase 
and  improvement  of 15,000.00 

Contingent  Funds— Eleven  thousand 
dollars,  viz. — 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Joint  standing 
and  Special  Committees  of  the  City 
Council,  not  having  charge  of  any  ap- 
propriations of  money,  incurred  by 
said  committees  while  m  the  dis- 
charge of  their  official  duties,  the  bills 
tor  the  same  to  be  audited  and  al- 
lowed for  payment  by  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  iipnii  their  first  being  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council...       $3,000.00 

For  the  contingent  expenses 
cf  the  Mayor,  the  bills  for 
which  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts is  authorized  to 
audit  and  allow  for  pay- 
ment upon  their  being  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor 1,500.00 

-For  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
to  be  expended  in  such 
manner  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  shall  order,  and 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  is 
authorized  to  audit  and  al- 
low for  payment  bills  so 
ordered,  upon  their  being 
approved  l>y  the  Mayor 
and  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen 3,600.00 

For  the  contingent  expens- 
es of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, to  be  expended  in  such 
manner  as  the  Common 
Council  shall  order,  and 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
is  authorized  to  audit  and 
allow  tor  payment  all  hills 
8o  ordered,  upon  their 
being  approved  by  the 
Mayor  and  ('resident  of 
the  Common  Council 3,000.00 

Eas*;  Boston  Ferries— One  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars 


86,000.00 
3,000.00 


96,000.00 
7,800.00 
3,000.00 


593,655.00 

129,500.00 

10,350.00 


48,000.00 


72,500.00 


11,000.00 
170,000.00 


Engineer's  Department  —  Twenty -six 
thousand  dollars 26,000.00 

Fire  Departments — Six  hundred  and  five 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, viz  — 

Fire  Department $582,250.00 

Fire-alarm  Telegraph 21,800.00 

Bells  and  clocks 1 ,100.00 

605,150.00 

Health  Department— Three  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  dollars 340,000.00 

Incidental  Expenses  -Eighty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  viz. — 

Miscellaneous  expenses $60,000.00 

Celebration  of  250th  anni- 
versary of  settlement  of 
Boston 25,000.00 


Inspection  of  Buildings— Twenty  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. . 

Interest  and  Premium— One  million  six 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars 

Lamps— Four  hundred  and  tuirteen  thou- 
sand dollars 

Law  Department— Twenty-two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty  dollars 

Liquor  License  Expenses — The  amount 
of  expenditures  for  salaries  of  clerks, 
and  police  officers  specially  detailed, 
clerks  in  City  Clerk's  and  Collector's' 
offices,  and  all  other  expenses  connect- 
ed with  the  issuing  of  liquor  licenses, 
to  be  paid  from  the  amount  received 
for  licenses,  all  excess  of  revenue  over 
expenditures  to  remain  in  the  treasury 
at  the  close  of  the  financial  year,  April 
30, 1881,  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council. 

Markets— Nine  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery— Fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars 

Mystic  Water  Works— The  amount  of 
expenditures  for  maintaining,  extend- 
ing and  carrying  on  the  Mystic  Water 
Works,  including  the  salaries  of  offi- 
cers, pay  of  laborers,  as  estimated  by 
the  Boston  Water  Board  ($110,500), 
and  the  interest  on  the  Mystic  Water 
Loans  ($65,180),  to  be  defrayed  from 
the  revenue  received  from  said  works, 
and  all  excess,  if  any,  of  revenue  over 
said  payments  to  be  paid  to  the  sinking 
fund  for  the  special  redemption  of  said 
loans. 

Old  Claims— Two  thousand  dollars 

Overseers  of  the  Poor-  One  hundred  and 
seventeen  thousand  nine  hundred  dol- 
lars, viz.: 

Current  expenses $101,000.00 

Lodge  for  wayfarers 8,000,00 


Temporary  Home 8 ,000,00 

Paik  Department — Five  thousand  dol- 
lars     

Paving  Department— One  million  dol- 
lars    

Police  Departrnnnt— Eight  hundred  and 
sixty-seven    thousand     five     hundred 

and  niuety-lwo 

Printing      and     stationery— Thirty- one 

thousand  four  hundred  dollars 

Public  buildings — Eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars  

Public  institutions — Five  hundred  and 
six  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars, 
viz.: 

House  of  Industry $164,500.00 

86,000.00 
45,00(1.00 
7,700.00 
105,500.00 
14.500.00 
28,200.00 
17,500.00 


85,000.00 
20,750.00 

1,624,000.00 

413,000.00 

22,140.00 


9,550.00 
15,000.00 


2,000.00 


117,900.00 

5,000.00 

1,000,000.00 

867,592.00 
31,400.00 
80,000.00 


House  of  Corrt-ction. 

Lunatic  hospital 

Office  expenses 

Pauper  expenses 

Steamboat  J.  P.  Hradlee.... 

Marcelia-street  Home 

Almshouse,  Austin  Farm... 

Stone-cutting,  Deer  and 
Rainstoid  Islands 

New  building.  House  of  Cor- 
rection   

Additional  for  Marcelia- 
street  Home 


10,000.00 

20,000.00 

7,800  00 


Public   lands— Four   thousand  live  hun- 
dred dollars 

Public    ibiaiy— One  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  dollars 

Public  park,  Back  Bay— Three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  viz.: 

For     filling     water  -  ways, 
sluices,  gitewajs,  etc $214,000.00 

Covered      channel,      Stony 
Bro>k 110,000.00 

Park  Nursery,  Austin  Farm         1,000.00 

Record  Commissioners— Three  thousand 

dollars 

Regis  ration  of    voters    and  election  ex- 

tienses— Thirty-eight,     thousand      five 
luodred  dollars,  viz.: 
Registration  of  voters $25,500.00 


506,700.00 

4,500.00 

115,000.00 


325,000.00 
3,000.00 
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Election  expenses 13,000.00 

Reserved  Fund— Two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five thousand  dollars 

Salaries-  Thirty-two  thousand  rive  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Schools  and  schoolhouses — One  million 
six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  viz.: 

School  iustruetors 81,050,000.00 

School     expenses,     School 

Committee 240.000.00 

Salaries  of   officers,  School 

Commiitee 44,000.00 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts 
is  hereby  authorized  to 
transfer  from  salaries  of  in-. . 
strut- tors,  salaries  of  offi- 
cers, School  Commiitee  or 
school  expenses,  School 
Committee,  such  unexpend- 
ed balances  as  may  be  need- 
ed to  make  up  any  deficien- 
cy that  may  occur  in  either 
of  the  three  named  appro- 
priations. 

Schoolhouses,  public  build- 
ings     116,000.00 

English,  High  and  Latin 
School  buildings,  comple- 
tion and  furnishing G8,000.00 

Grammar  sehoolhouse, 
Eglesion  square,  erection 
of  new  building,  on  land 

ownedby  city 45,000.00 

Primary  sehoolhouse,  Sev- 
enth street,  for  land  and 
erection     of    a     building 

thereon 50,000.00 

Primary  sehoolhouse,  Elmo 
street,  for  land  and  erec- 
tion of  a  wooden   building 

thereon 7,000.00 

Primary  sehoolhouse,  Ash- 
mont  Station,  for  land  and 
erection  of  a  wooden  build- 
ing thereon 5,500.00 

Prince  Sehoolhouse,  addi- 
tion to  building 25,000.00 


38,600.00 

225,000.00 

32,500.00 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— Six 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars 

Sewer  Department — One  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars 

Sheds,  etc.,  uity  Stables— Seven  thou- 
sand dollars 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioners — Eight 
hundred  dollars 

Surveyor's  Department— Thirty  thou- 
sand dollars 

Treasurer's  Department — Twenty-four 
thousand  dollars 

West  Boston  and  other  bridges— Six 
thousand  dollars 

Widening  and  extendiug  streets— One 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
viz.— 

Ordinary  widenings  and  ex- 
tensions   #100.000.00 

Essex-street  extension 50,000.00 


1,650,500.00 

6,900.00 

150,000.00 

7,000.00 

800.00 

30,000.00 

24,000.00  . 

6,000.00 


150,000.00 


Total  for  city  of  Boston... 

County  of  Suffolk.— Three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars 

Total  for  the  cby  of  Boston  and  the 
county  of  Suffolk .810. 240.387. 00 


Say  ten  million  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  moneys  derived  from  the 
excess  of  revenue  from  liquor  licenses,  ex- 
cess of  income  and  taxes  over  estimated 
income  and  taxes,  and  such  balances  of 
appropriations  in  excess  of  expenditures  at  the 
elose  of  this  financial  year,  April  30,  1880,  as  re- 
main in  the  treasury,  be  used  toward  meeting  the 
aforesaid  appropriations  for  the  financial  year 
1880-81. 

[Statement  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 
From  the  amount  appropriated  by  the 

preceding  order,  viz .810,240, 387.00 

Deduct  the  amount  of  estimated  income, 
as  stated  on   page  27,  City   Document 

Mo.  34,  1880 1,682,900.00 

We  have  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  tax- 
ation   g8,557,487.00 


To  raif-e  this  amount  of  88,657,487  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, require  a  gross  tax  of $8, 899, 780. 00 

(See  T;<x  Levv  order,  page  24.) 

Prom  which,  deducting  the  amount 
■which  will  not  be  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury within  the  financial  year,  say 342,299.00 


We  have  the  balance  required,  as  before 
stated g8,557,487.0O 


In  Common  Council,  ) 

Thursday,  March  25, 1880. J 

ORDERS 

Laying  a  Specific  Tax  to  defray  the  Expenses  of 

the  City  of  Boston  and  the  County  of  Suffolk  for 

the  financial   year  1880-81,    and  providing  for 

interest  on  non-payment  of  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eight  million  eight 

hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand  seven  hundred 

and  eighty-six  (8,899,786)  dollars  be  raised  on  the 

polls  and  estates  taxable  in  this  city,  according  to 

law,  to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  the  city  of 

Boston  and  the   County  of   Suffolk    during   the 

financial  year,  which  will  commence  with  the  first 

day  of  May,  1880,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of 

April,  1881. 

Ordered,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of 
chapter  74  of  the  Acts  of  1879,  all  taxes  assessed 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  expenditures 
of  the  city  of  Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk,  for 
the  financial  year  1880-81,  and  for  paying  the  city's 
proportion  of  the  State  tax  of  1880,  shall  be  due 
and  payable  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1880; 
and,  if  the  same  shall  remain  unpaid,  interest  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum  shall  be 
eharged  upon  all  such  taxes  as  shall  not  be  paid 
at  that  date;  and,  upon  all  taxes  that  shall  re- 
main unpaid  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1881, 
there  shall  be  charged  interest  at  the  rate  of 
seven  per  cent  per  annum;  and  all  the  interest 
that  shall  have  become  due  from  and  after  the 
above-named  dates  shall  be  added  to  and  be  a* 
part  of  such  taxes;  provided,  however,  that  the 
taxes  assessed  by  authority  of  chapter  315  of  the 
Acts  of  the  year  1873,  upon  the  shares  of  national 
banks  and  ol  other  corporations,  shall  be  due  and 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1880,  and 
interest  shall  be  charged  as  provided  in  said  act 
upon  all  such  taxes  as  remain  unpaid  after  that 
date,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent  per  annum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  the  several  orders  re- 
ported by  the  committee  wereordered  to  a  second 
reading  and  further  consideration  specially  as- 
signed until  eight  o'clock  next  Thursday  even- 
ing. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  purchase  the  portrait  of  Rear  Admiral 
John  A.  Winslow  at  a  cost  of  $150,  and  to  place  it 
in  Faneuil  Hall.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  sell  estates  belonging  to  the  city  on 
Northampton-street  District  and  elsewhere  as  in 
said  order  set  forth. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  moved  to  amend  by 
inserting  alter  the  word  "property"  in  the  last 
line,  the  following:  "In  charge  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  '  and  after  the  word  "expedi- 
ent" in  the  same  line,  the  words  "subject  to  the 
approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor." 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  present  ordinance  required  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  in  all  such  sales,  and  asked  how  far 
this  special  approval  is  necessary. 

Mr.  Freeman — The  ordinance  at  present  pro- 
vides that  all  sales  shall  be  made  subject  to  the 
approval  ol  the  Mayor.  The  order  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  provides  that  the  committee 
may  sell  any  lands  they  deem  expedient.  It  gives 
them  more  power  than  they  care  for,  and  they 
wish  to  have  it  done  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— What  is  the  value 
of  these  lands  they  propose  to  sell? 

Mr.  Freeman — The  assessed  value  of  the  lands 
in  charge  of  the  committee  is  from  half  a  million 
to  a  million  and  a  halt.  That  was  as  near  as  the 
Superintendent  could  state  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  committee.  1  asked  him  if  he  thought  they 
were  worth  half  a  million,  and  he  said  yes;  I 
asked  if  he  thought  they  were  worth  a  million 
and  a  half,  and  he  said  no.  It  is  proposed  to  sell 
such  lands  as  the  committee  may  deem  expe- 
dient. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  orders  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  pub- 
lic streets  60,091  square  feet  of  land  adjoining  the 
Beacon  entrance  to  the  Back  Bay  park  and  to 
grade  the  streets  adjoining  said  entrance.  Orders 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Broadway  Extension. 

Report  and  orders  for  a  loan  of  $320,000  for  the 
extension  of  Broadway  from  Albany  to  Wash- 
ington street,  to  be  added  to  the  unexpended 
amount  of  $80,000  heretofore  appropriated,  and 
for  the  appropriation  of  $400,000  for  such  exten- 
sion. 
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The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
orders  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Farkman  of  Ward  9  moved  that  the  report 
and  orders  be  referred  to  the  Street  Coniruission- 
ers,with  instructions  to  report  a  detailed  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  the  same,  together  with  a  de- 
tailed estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  bridge  over  the 
Albany  Railroad,  and  also  to  report  the  cost  of 
carrying  the  extension  through  Way  street  in- 
stead of  by  the  route  proposed. 

Mr.  Farkman— In  offering  that  motion  I  do  so 
because  I  think  before  entering  upon  an  under- 
taking of  this  magnitude  we  ought  to  have  some- 
thing more  specific  than  the  estimates  already 
given.  When  the  matter  was  before  the  Council 
last  year  it  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  who  reported,  on  October  20th,  I 
think,  that  the  probable  cost  of  this  extension 
would  be  $450,000.  The  Committee  on  Streets  now 
report  that  the  expense  will  be  about  $400,000.  ft 
is  well  known  that  the  expense  of  such  an  under- 
taking can  hardly  have  diminished  since  the  first 
estimate  was  made.  It  is  more  probable  that 
it  has  ii  creased.  Materials  have  risen,  especially 
those  which  enter  into  the  construction  of 
the  bridge  over  the  Albany  Railroad.  I 
think  it  is  a  well-grounded  desire  on  the  part  of 
many  members  to  have  estimates  made  before  we 
vote  upon  such  a  measure  as  this,  it  was  done  in 
the  matter  of  the  Commercial-street  widening 
last  year,  and  we  were  able  to  know  very  near 
what  it  would  cost,  and  up  to  this  time  the  ex- 
pense has  not  exceeded  the  estimates.  I  have  of- 
fered the  latter  part  ol  the  order  because  in  the 
minds  of  some  members  it  seems  as  if  Broadway 
might  be  extended  from  Way  street,  and  from 
thence  to  Harrison  avenue"  and  Washington 
street,  without  crossing  the  Albany  Railroad,  the 
route  being  less  expensive  than  the  one  proposed. 
I  hope  the  motion  will  pass. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — The  Broadway  exten- 
sion has  been  very  carefully  considered  by  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  who  had  Street  Commis- 
sioners and  City  Engineer  before  them,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  "Street  Commissioners  had  made  a 
very  liberal  estimate.  We  under.-tood  from  the 
Engineer  that  the  increased  cost  <-f  the  bridge 
would  be  some  $10,000  or  $12,000, '.vhieh  is  more  than 
covered  by  the  estimate  made  by  the  commission- 
ers. There  is  no  doubt  that  $400,000  will  pay  for 
the  extension.  This  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  who  carefully  considered 
it  and  reported  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  where 
the  order  was  unanimously  passed.  It  does  seem 
to  me  that  this  motion  is  simply  lor  delay,  with- 
out any  special  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13— I  hope  this  matter  of  the 
Broadway  extension  will  not  take  the  course 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  He  op- 
posed it  strenuously  last  year.  The  South  Boston 
people  are  60,000  in  lumber,  pay  a  large  amount 
of  taxes  into  the  city  treasury,  and  I  think  they 
ought  to  have  the  street  extended.  It  is  well 
known  that  Broadway  will  be  much  better  if  it  is 
extended  by  the  route  proposed.  I  do  not  think 
Way  street,  up  to  Harrison  avenue,  is  adapted 
for  that  class  of  travel.  I  hope  the  gentleman's 
motion  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Coe— The  Finance  Committee  satisfied 
themselves,  so  far  as  they  could  by  consulting  with 
the  Street  Commissioners  and  the  City  Engineer, 
that  this  extension  could  be  carried  out  within 
the  sum  proposed.  As  *he  gentleman  from  South 
Boston  stated,  individual  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee  found  that  the  bridge  would  cost  some 
ten,  twelve  or  fourteen  thousand  dollars  more 
than  was  estimated.  But  the  estimate  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  for  the  whole  improve- 
ment was  a  very  liberal  one.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  from  the  best 
evidence  they  could  obtain,  that  amount 
will  lie  sufficient  to  complete  this  project.  With 
regard  to  the  extension  In  the  way  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  it  seems  to  me  that 
if  this  is  to  be  done  at  all,  it  should  be  done  just 
right,  and  the  question  of  the  cost  of  the  bridge 
across  the  Albany  Railroad— from  sixty  to  eighty 
thousand  dollars— should  not  weigh  at  all  in 
completing  so  great  an  improvement,  if  that  is 
the  best  way.  Here  is  a  project  commenced  some 
ten  years  or  more  ago.  A  million  dollars  were 
raised  and  the  loan  was  taken  for  ten  years.  That 
loan  was  paid  off  on  the  first  day  of  last  Janu- 
ary. This  bridge  was  built,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  improvement  has  been  a 
standing  disgrace  to  the  city  of  Boston  for 
being  left  in  the  shape  it  is.  I  do  not  now 
go  into  the  question  whether  it  was  wise  to  under- 


take it  in  the  first  place.  But  it  was  commenced 
ten  yearp  ago.  It  has  been  left  in  the  shape  it  is 
during  all  these  years,  and  it  seems  to  me  the 
time  has  come  when  action  should  be  taken,  that 
it  should  not  be  bandied  about  between  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  ana  the  Council,  between  one  com- 
mittee and  another.  I  hope  we  shall  vote  upon  it 
tonight.  1  believe  this  extension  is  demanded  by 
taxpayers  who  understand  this  question. 

Mr."  Greenough  of  Ward  9 — Without  touching 
upon  the  merits  of  the  main  question,  1  think  the 
request  of  my  colleague  is  perfectly  fair,  that  we 
should  have  more  detailed  estimates  than  have 
been  presented.  There  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  value 
of  land  to  be  taken,  the  damages  to  be  paid,  and 
whether  the  gentlemen  whose  estates  are  taken 
are  willing  to  accept  the  damages  offered.  The 
cost  of  this  improvement  will  be  $420,000  without 
paving,  which  1  suppose  they  propose  to  put  into 
the  appropriation  bill,  which  will  make  the  ex- 
pense practically  $450,000,  nearly  as  large  as  the 
Commercial-street  widening.  Before  we  go  into 
it  I  should  think  we  ought  to  receive  detailed 
statements  of  the  cost  in  every  particular. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  3^1  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  prevail.  I  do 
not  believe  in  this  Broadway  extension  at  the 
present  time.  As  the  gentleman  who  preceded 
me  said,  we  at  least  ought  to  know  what  is  to  be 
the  expense  before  voting  upon  it.  There  was  an 
article  in  the  Daily  Advertiser  of  last  Tuesday 
which  embodies  my  ideas,  and  I  will  take  the  lib- 
erty of  reading  it: 

"  The  Broadway  Extension  a  Costly  fob. 

"The  city  of  Boston  in  prosecuting  its  public 
improvements  has  nearly  reached  the  limit  of  in- 
debtedness allowed  by  statute.  The  amount  it 
may  still  borrow  is  a  little  more  than  one  million 
dollais  ($1,234,618),  and  there  is  a  furious  scramble 
for  that.  We  are  at  this  moment  embarked  upon 
a  variety  of  costly  schemes — sewers,  parks,  street- 
widenings  and  other  necessary  or  desirable  im- 
provements, which,  if  carried  out  as  planned, 
would  alone  call  for  all  that  can  be  appropriated 
for  them.  There  is  at  the  same  time  imminent 
and  pressing  need  of  a  new  court  house,  which 
has  been  long  waiting  for  a  favorable  time  for 
building.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  our  enter- 
prising fellow  citizens  of  South  Boston  have  se- 
cured from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  an  appropria- 
tion of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($400,000) 
for  the  extension  of  Broadway  from  Albany  to 
Washington  street. 

"Supposing  the  extension  to  be  entirely  prac- 
ticable, and  the  estimates  honest,  it  ought  not  to 
be  made  now.  There  is  no  call  tor  it.  The  public 
convenience  does  not  require  it.  It  will  cause 
great  local  inconvenience.  Crossing  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railioad  by  bridge  atan  angle  of  thirty 
or  forty  degrees,  it  will  call  for  the  raising  of  the 
grade  at  both  approaches,  changing  the  character 
of  the  principal  streets  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
conferring  a  very  doubtful  benefit  upon  any  por- 
tion of  the  community.  But  the  estimate 
is  absurdly  low.  When  that  costly  folly, 
the  Broadway  Bridge,  was  built  across 
tide-water,  the  estimates  then  as  now 
were  placed  at  the  most  enticing  point.  The 
actual  cost  nearly  doubled  them.  The  bridge 
alone  called  for  a  round  million,  and  has  been  a 
standing  charge  for  repairs  ever  since.  It  is  not 
a  good  bridge,  and  if  the  street  is  extended  and 
a  thoroughfare  opened, as  proposed, the  charge 
will  be  still  heavier,  even  if  the  bridge  does  not 
have  to  be  rebuilt  from  the  foundation. 

"The  estimated  cost  of  the  extension  is  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  Aldermen  have 
voted  that  amount.  It  awaits  the  concurrence  of 
the  Council,  and  diligent  efforts  are  making, 
by  skilful  combinations  and  otherwise,  to  secure 
the  necessary  two-thirds  in  its  favor.  We  trust 
they  will  not  succeed.  The  estimate  was  made  by 
parties  interested,  when  labor  and  materials  were 
low-r  than  they  are  now,  and,  we  understand,  has 
been  reduced  fifty  thousand  dollars  since  that 
time,  without  assigned  reason." 

I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— It  is  evident  that  the 
Daily  Advertiser  don't  go  over  to  South  Boston 
very  often.  I  might  find  fault  with  my  friend  for 
quoting  the  Advertiser  as  authority  on  these 
matters,  but  I  suppose  it  is  like  everything  else, 
they  advocated  in  their  own  interests.  The 
Broadway  extension  has  been  a  bone  of  conten- 
tion in  this  Government  ten  or  twelve  years.    It 


168 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


has  been  from  one  branch  of  the  Government  to 
another,  and  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when 
there  should  be  a  satisfactory  conclusion  of  it. 
Perhaps  at  no  time  can  land  be  bought  so  cheaply 
as  now,  as  real  estate  is  on  the  increase.  The 
time  is  opportune  for  carrying:  out  the  exten- 
sion. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  fail  to  see  why  we 
should  not  have  detailed  estimates  in  this  case  as 
in  others.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  23  suggest- 
ed very  properly  that  in  making  up  their  esti- 
mates the  heads  of  departments  should  give  de- 
tails, and  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  are  pre- 
paring an  ordinance  to  accomplish  it.  This  is  a 
very  large  expenditure,  aud  if  recommitted  and 
reconsidered  the  report  may  be  more  favorable 
for  the  project.  It  may  appear  that  a  smaller  ex- 
penditure will  accomplish  the  improvement. 

Mr.  Coe— It  is  very  well  known  from  what 
source  the  editorial  in  the  Advertiser  emanated. 
If  the  gentleman  is  as  far  out  of  the  way  in  other 
statements  as  he  is  in  regard  to  the  bridge,  which 
he  speaks  of  as  not  being  a  good  one,  and  ol  cost- 
ing a  great  deal  for  repairs,  his  statements  are 
not  worth  consideration.  I  have  here  the  annual 
report  of  the  City  Engineer.  Speaking  of  Broad- 
way Bridge  he  says — 

"There  has  been  a  smaller  expenditure  for  re- 
pairs on  this  bridge  the  past  year  than  for  sev- 
eral years  previous,  yet  the  bridge  as  a  whole  is 
in  good  condition.  *  *  *  The  total  coat  of  re- 
pairs is  $964.73." 

This  matter  has  been  before  the  City  Govern- 
ment lor  many  years,  certainly  ever  since  1  have 
been  connected  with  it.  By  going  to  the  Street 
Commissioners'  office  any  member  of  the  City 
Government  can  get  all  the  details  he  requires. 
If  gentlemen  want  to  see  them  in  print  it  is  per- 
fectly proper  to  call  for  them.  For  one  pretext 
or  another  this  improvement  has  been  sent  from 
one  committee  to  another  for  two  or  three  years, 
and  it  seems  to  me  the  time  has  come  when  it 
should  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Whitmore  "t  Ward  12 — I  dojuot  intend  to 
take  up  time  on  the  main  question,  but  havinfe 
some  recollection  of  the  proceedings  last  year  I 
took  pains  to  look  up  the  record.  I  wish  mem- 
bers to  bear  in  mind  that  the  representatives 
from  South  Bo-ton  have  shown  most  commend- 
able forbearance  in  pushing  forward  this  project. 
I  doubt  if  any  measure  requiring  so  much  money 
has  been  put  through  more  moderately  than  this. 
I  find  that  the  report  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
•was  received,  and  there  was  a  favorable  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Streets  in  November: 
that  it  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  at  the  close  of 
the  year  Mr.  Lauten  moved  its  reference  to 
the  next  City  Government.  The  reports  of  the 
debates  will  bear  out  my  statement  that 
the  gentlemen  from  South  Boston  have  not 
been  pertinacious,  but  always  ready  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  fairly  and  impartially, 
and  there  has  been  as  little  logrolling 
in  this  scheme  as  any  other  before  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. For  that  reason  I  feel  they  are  entitled 
to  some  consideration  from  the  Council,  and  that 
this  motion  will  cause  unnecessary  delay.  We 
tan  all  make  our  figures  in  regard  to  the  expense 
as  well  as  the  Street  Commissioners.  The  evi- 
<lene  is  before  us  that  the  amount  asked  for  will 
pay  for  the  improvement.  In  regard  to  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  route  through  Way  street  will  do 
as  well,  I  think  that  when  a  gentleman  comes  for- 
ward with  a  new  plan,  in  a  n  atter  that  has  been 
so  long  before  us,  he  ought  to  be  prepared  with 
some  figures  to  present  to  the  Council.  I  believe 
the  neeessary  majority  of  this  Council  is  in  favor 
of  completing  this  great  public  improvement,  and 
1  hope  they  will  make  up  their  minds  to  vote  for 
it  tonight. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— I  should  like  to  ask  one 
or  two  questions.  It  appears  from  the  statements 
made  that  $45(1,000  was  asked  for  last  year  for  this 
purpose.  This  year,  in  the  face  of  a  prospective 
rise  in  real  estate,  increased  damages  for  land, 
and  a  considerable  rise  in  iron,  that  amount  has 
been  diminished  $50,000.  Vet  the  member  from 
Ward  23,  who  represents  the  Finance  Committee, 
tells  us  the  estimate  was  a  very  liberal  one.  What 
I  want  to  know  is,  if  that  estimate  is  so  liberal, 
how  much  less  can  it  be  done  for.  It  is  suggest- 
ed that  this  is  an  uncompleted  piece  of  work.  I 
would  ask  whether  it  was  commenced  and  has 
heen  carried  out  as  a  part  of  an  intelligent  and  ell 
deviled  plan.  I  would  ask  if  it  was  not  intended 
to  continue  the  extension  toward  Castle  street, 
and  whether  a  large  expense  was  not  incurred  in 
that  district,  in  widening  Castle  street,  and  other 


improvements  in  that  vicinity,  with  reference  to 
the  extension  of  Broadway  to  that  point,  and 
whether  we  should  not  leave  a  piece  of  uncom- 
pleted work  to  stare  us  in  the  face  in  that  vicini- 
ty if  we  change  the  direction  now.  For  another 
question,  I  would  like  to  have  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  or  the  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  state  for  what  reason  is  the 
direction  changed,  why  it  is  considered 
best  to  extend  it  in  the  direction  of 
Pleasant  street,  rather  than  to  carry  out 
the  original  plan.  Another  question,  which 
has  alieady  been  asked  in  effect,  why  it  was  nec- 
essary, in  the  case  of  Commercial  street,  that  we 
should  have  careful  estimates  of  the  cost  and  re- 
quire detailed  statements  laid  before  us.  Those 
of  the  Council  who  were  here  in  1877  will  remem- 
ber we  had  plans  and  careful  estimates  of  dam- 
ages to  the  estates.  We  had  the  choice  given  us 
where  the  widening  could  be  made,  on  one  side  or 
the  other,  and  an  effort  was  made  to  get  at  the 
actual  amount  necessary  to  expend  in  that  im- 
provement, and  how  it  could  be  accomplished  at 
the  least  possible  cost.  I  do  not  think  this 
matter  comes  up  with  the  same  careful 
preparation  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
considered  it,  or  with  the  same  effort  to  obtain 
accurate  estimates  and  present  them  to  the  Coun- 
cil. I  do  not  ask  these  questions  to  be  factious, 
or  to  trouble  any  one,  but  because  I  have  not  yet 
become  satisned  in  my  own  mind  upon  them  so 
well  as  to  be  quite  willing  to  vote  one  way  or  the 
other  upon  the  main  question  tonight.  I  do  not 
understand  why  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  is  not  perfectly  reasonable,  or  how 
a  delay  of  one  or  two  weeks,  and  even  three  if 
necessary,  will  impede  the  business  of  the  city, 
to  enable  as  to  obtain  these  detailed  estimates. 
I  think  quite  as  many  votes  will  be  obtained  for 
it,  if  it  is  reported  that  the  proposition  is  now 
down  to  the  lowest  cost,  than  will  be  by  voting 
upon  it  to  tonight. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  think  I  can  answer  two  questions 
of  the  gentleman.  I  have  never  known  of  any 
other  intention  except  to  carry  the  improvement 
to  Pleasant  street  since  I  have  been  on  the  com- 
mittee. In  regard  to  Commercial  street*  the  great 
trouble  was  with  the  Boston  Gas  Light  Company, 
which  wanted  $130,000.  Then  there  were  two  fac- 
tions down  there,  one  wanting  the  widening  on 
the  land  side,  and  the  other  on  the  water  side. 
Another  delay  was  on  account  of  not  being  able 
to  obtain  a  price;  one  waiting  to  see  what  his 
neighbor  would  take  before  making  a  decision. 

Mi.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6 — I  would  ask  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  has  any  objection  to  laying 
the,report  upon  the  table  a  couple  of  weeks  and 
introducing  his  motion  as  a  special  order,  to  be 
answered  by  the  Street  Commissioners  in  the 
meantime?  I  would  suggest  that  the  order  be 
specially  assigned  to  week  after  next. 

Mr.  Parkman — I  have  no  objection  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  gentleman,  but  do  not  see  what 
is  to  be  gained  by  laying  the  report  upon  the  ta- 
ble. In  case  a  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  is 
lost,  I  shall  press  the  one  I  have  offered. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  order 
upon  the  table,  and  specially  assign  them  to  the 
meeting  after  the  next  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  moved  that  vote  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Parkman  asked  if  the  motion  to  lay  upon 
the  table  would  rule  his  motion  out  of  order. 

The  President  said  Mr.  l'arkman's  motion  was 
to  recommit  and  Mr.  O'Dowd's  motion  was  to 
postpone.  If  the  Council  adopt  Mr.  O'Dowd's 
motion,  the  matter  is  disposed  of  for  this  evening; 
and  if  they  do  not,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman 
would  come  up  next. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  aud  assign 
was  lost. 

Mr.  l'arkman's  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote, 
23  for,  34  against. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9 — Now  that  a  very  rea- 
sonable request,  to  lay  this  matter  over  tor  de- 
tailed estimates,  has  been  refused,  the  question 
comes  on  the  desirability  of  making  this  improve- 
ment. I  am  sorry  that  the  gentlemen  from  South 
Boston  who  have  been'  so  considerate,  and  who 
have  been  lauded  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
will  not  give  us  the  privilege  of  examining  into 
this  matter  more  closely.  But  at  the  same  time 
I  think  many  of  us  are  prepared  to  discuss  this 
mitter  upon  its  merits.  Up  to  within  two 
or     three    weeks    I    have     felt     this    was     an 
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improvement  which  ought  to  he  made.  Upon 
considering  it  more  carefully  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
not  a  measure  which  the  city  should  undertake 
at  the  present  time.  The  expenditure  called  for 
is  $400,000,  and  with  the  present  limit  upon  our 
indebtedness,  it  will  take  about  one-third  of  the 
amount  we  can  borrow.  I  do  not  think  the  excep- 
tion should  be  made  at  the  present  time.  An- 
other question  which  induces  me  to  vote  against 
it  is,  I  am  informed  from  a  very  reliable  source 
— although  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  has  read 
to  the  contrary  from  the  City  Engineer's  report — 
that  Broadway  Bridge  cannot  last  but  a  few  years, 
and  we  s'all  have  to  renew  it  in  the  course  of 
time.  Again,  as  at  present  laid  out  by  the  Street 
Commissioners,  this  wider ing  enters"into  Wash- 
ington street  at  Pleasant  street,  and  we  shall  un- 
doubtedly have  a  demand  spring  up  within  a  year 
or  two  for  the  widening  of  Pleasant  street,  for 
the  same  reason  the  widening  of  Commercia. 
street  was  demanded,  that  there  was  a  broad  ave- 
nue leading  into  a  narrow  street,  and  therefore 
the  narrow  street  should  be  widened.  Gentlemen 
will  bear  in  mind  this  not  only  involves  the  ex- 
tension of  Broadway,  but  also  the  widening  of 
Pleasant  street,  for  which  no  estimate  is  made. 
If  Broadway  is  extended,  I  should  look  forward 
to  seeing  the  widening  of  Pleasant  street  advo- 
cated within  a  year  or  two.  I  do  not  think  we  are 
in  a  condition  to  carry  out  that  extension. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  do  not  know  what  demand  there 
will  be  for  the  widening  of  Pleasant  street,  hut 
when  the  time  comes  I  presume  we  shall  meet  it. 
But  we  have  not  heard  about  it  yet.  I  don't  know 
that  I  desire  to  stop  discussion,  but  unless  some 
gentleman  desires  to  speak,  I  shall  ask  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw that,  as  1  desire  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  Coe — I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow  dis- 
cussion, as  there  seems  to  be  a  demand  for  it. 

Mr.  Pratt— It  is  getting  late  and  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  to  move  a  special  as- 
signment to  nine  o'clock  at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  would  make  that  motion,  hut 
I  suppose  the  gentlemen  from  South  Boston  are 
disposed  to  settle  this  matter  tonight,  and  we 
might  as  well  come  to  a  vote  upon  it.  It  is  with 
great  regret  I  have  anything  to  say  ui>on  it- 
I  have  conversed  with  the  city  officials  and 
desired  to  find  a  reason  for  conscientious- 
ly voting  in  favor  of  it;  hut  I  cannot 
do  it.  If  we  are  not  to  tear  down  that 
bridge,  I  suppose  we  must  extend  it.  I  am  not  at 
all  sure  it  would  not  be  the  cheapest  thing  the 
city  could  do  to  tear  it  down.  It  is  not  a  strong 
bridge.  No  engineer  is  prepared  to  stand  up  and 
delend  it.  Although  it  may  stand  the  little  travel 
which  now  goes  over  it  and  costs  but  nine  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year  for  repairs,  yet  when  Dover- 
street  Bridge  was  shut  and  a  large  amount  of 
travel  went  over  it  it  required  812,000  to  repair 
the  cracks  in  it.  If  much  traffic  is  put  upon  the 
bridge,  and  if  the  South  Boston  Ralilroad, 
with  its  usual  enterprise,  puts  tracks  upon  it, 
I  think  it  is  the  universal  opinion  of  those  who 
have  given  the  subject  any  attention,  that  the 
bridge  will  have  to  be  practically  rebuilt  within; 
the  next  ten  years.  But  this  whole  question  is  a 
financial  one.  Is  the  city  of  Boston  prepared  to- 
expend  this  amount  of  money  for  this  scheme  in 
preference  to  the  other  schemes?  There  are 
many  schemes  before  the  City  Council,  and  some 
of  them  must  be  put  over.  Look  at  this  a  moment. 
Here  we  are  with  the  power  of  borrowing 
$1,200,000  and  a  little  over.  That  power  was. 
given  to  the  city  when  the  valuation  was 
$700,000,000.  If  we  can  reduce  the  debt 
by  the  sinking  fund,  we  can  then  go  on 
and  borrow;  but  if  we  cannot  reduce  it- 
in  that  way  we  cannot  borrow  any  more  until  the 
valuation  reaches  $650,000,000.  If  the  act  before 
the  Legislature  removing  taxes  from  mortgages 
is  passed.it  will  reduce  the  valuation  $25,000,000-. 
Therefore  it  behooves  us  to  be  careful  with  this 
million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  before  we  spend 
it.  If  we  take  out  this  $400,000,  that  leaves 
$900,000.  Then  the  next  question  which  comes 
before  the  City  Council  is  the  purchase  of  the  pro- 
posed park.  I  do  not  propose  to  intimate  that 
there  has  been  any  bargain  between  the  gentle- 
man in  favor  of  the  West  Roxbury  park  and  the 
Broadway  extension.  1  have  seen  such  a  state- 
ment made,  but  do  not  propose  to  say  anything 
about  it.  But  I  think  if  this  Broadway  extension 
passes,  the  West  Roxbury  park  will  also  pass.  I 
will  say  again  that  if  the  money  is  to  be  spent  in 
South  Boston,  the  best  plan  will  be  to  spend  it  on 


the  South  Boston  park.  Gentlemen  in  South  Bos- 
ton tell  me  that  five  people  prpfer  the  South  Bos- 
ton park  to  one  who  prefers  the  extension.  They 
do  not  care  anything  about  the  extension  at  the 
present  time.  If  this  extension  and  the  West 
Roxbury  park  pass,  we  cannot  borrow  another 
cent.  Now  what  have  we  before  us?  In  the  first 
place  there  is  the  Charlestown  bridge.  I  don't  go 
to  Charlestown  very  often,  but  I  see  people  trying 
to  get  there  and  know  the  trouble  they  have  with 
the  draws,  horse  cars,  omnibuses  and  the  two 
lines  of  track  which  are  going  to  run  across  both 
ends  of  their  bridges.  This  gives  them  a  very 
strong  claim  on  the  Government  to  have  some* 
thing  done  for  them.  But  if  these  measures  go 
through  we  cannot  spend  a  cent.  Then  comes 
the  question  of  a  Court  House.  We  must  spend 
that  amount  this  year.  If  the  Citv  Government 
don't  make  up  its  mind  this  year, 'then  the  Su- 
preme Court  will  take  action,  and  we  will 
have  to  pay  for  it.  I  suppose  that  will  cost 
$400,000  or  $500,000  at  least.  Will  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton say  that  they  have  got  to  put  this  thing  in 
the  tax  levy  ?  If  it  does,  why  ?  Because  we  have 
spent  our  money  for  the  Broadway  extension  and 
the  West  Roxbury  park,  and  the  tax  levy  must 
stand  it.  1  do  not  think  the  people  of  South  Bos- 
ton have  a  right  to  come  here  and  ask  us  to  spend 
money  in  extending  that  street  when  it  is  not 
necessary,  and  when  the  monev  is  needed  for 
something  else.  I  hope  it  will 'be  stopped  this 
year. 

Mr. Pratt— I  am  very  glad  the  gentleman  did  noi 
take  up  with  my  suggestion,  for  he  has  given  me 
something  to  think  of.  I  know  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  14  is  anxious  to  answer  him  with  an 
eloquent  speech  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23 
wishes  to  reply.  Other  gentlemen  desire  to  say 
something, and  I  move  to  specially  assign  it  to  the 
next  meeting  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Coe— I  shall  very  decidedly  object  to  that 
motion.  We  have  specially  assigned  the  appro- 
priation bill  to  eight  o'clock  at  the  next  meeting, 
and  it  is  very  likely  to  consume  the  entire  even- 
ing. If  this  matter  is  laid  over  at  all  it  will  hav3 
to  go  beyond  the  next  meeting,  because  the  ap- 
propriation bill  must  be  acted  upon.  While  I  am 
on  my  feet  I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  response  to 
what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  said,  with 
reference  to  a  bargain  between  those  who 
favor  the  West  Roxbury  park  and  those  who 
favor  the  extension  of  Broadway.  I  be- 
lieve in  the  West  Roxbury  park  and  always  have. 
But  I  wish  to  say,  if  there  is  or  has  been  any  such 
arrangement  made,  l  am  not  a  party  to  it.  I  wish 
to  say  further,  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  anv 
arrangement  of  that  kind  made  by  any  one  who 
has  any  power  to  speak  for  or  represent  the 
friends  of  either  of  those  schemes.  1  favor  the 
extension  of  Broadway  upon  its  merits.  Here 
are  sixty-thousand  people  in  South  Boston  with 
no  decent  approach  to  the  city  proper.  I  will  ask 
any  member  of  this  Council  to  go  there  himself 
and  examinethe  avenues  of  approach  to  the  city 
proper,  to  divest  their  minds  of  all  preju- 
dice, and  see  if  they  can  come  in  here  and  op- 
pose this  project.  When  this  matter  came  up  last 
year,  I  went  over  there  in  companv  with  two  or 
three  members  of  the  Finance  Committee,  ex- 
amined the  ground  very  thoroughly,  and  we  were 
all  convinced  that  it  was  desirable  to  complete 
this  improvement.  I  believe  in  it  most  thorough- 
ly. In  regard  to  the  proposed  change  of  route 
so  that  it  shall  come  into  Washington  street 
at  Pleasant  street,  or  some  other  street, 
I  would  suggest  in  view  of  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  stated  that  if  we  ex 
tend  it  to  Pleasant  street,  and  if  in  the  course  of 
time  Pleasant  street  is  widened  to  Shawmut  ave- 
nue, that  will  be  all  that  is  necessary  That 
widening  will  answer  the  purpose  for  a  great 
many  years,  as  Pleasant  street  then  enters  upon 
an  eighty  foot  street.  This  extension  was  com- 
menced ten  years  ago.  If  it  is  carried 
out  now,  there  will  not  be  any  more 
demand  for  the  extension  of  Pleasant  street,  for 
ten  years  at  least,  than  there  has  been  tor  the  ex- 
tension of  Broadway  during  the  past  ten  years. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  spoken  in  refer- 
ence to  the  limit  of  our  borrowing  power — twelve 
hundred  and  some  odd  thousand  dollars.  He  has 
also  referred  to  the  Court  House  which  we  will 
have  to  take  care  of  some  time  during  the  pres- 
ent year.  I  do  not  know  why,  because  we  have  ar- 
rived at  a  borrowing  capacity  of  twelve  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  we  should  halt  just  at 
that  point.  If  anything  comes  up  that  has  merit. 
I  believe  in  considering  it,  and  it  it  has    sufficient 
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merit  I  believe  in  passing  it.  I  believe  this  scheme 
has  sufficient  merit  to  pass  it.  If  we  are  called 
on  to  take  action  in  regard  to  a  Com  t  House,  I 
believe  it  will  be  only  in  regard  to  the  land.  The 
cost  of  the  building  can  be  distributed  over  sev- 
eral years,  or  it  can  be  put  into  the  tax  levy,  and 
we  will  not  feel  it.  I  believe  that  the  city  should 
grow,  and  that  our  expenditures  should  be  made 
to  enable  it  to  grow.  If  a  scheme  comes  from 
South  Boston  or  any  other  portion  of  the  city,  I 
will  favor  it  if  it  has  merit. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5— We  are  often  told  that 
Boston  is  the  nest  city  in  the  country  and  gives  its 
citizens  the  most.  If  we  do,  I  suppose  it  must  cost 
something.  It  makes  very  little  difference  to  me 
where  the  location  of  a  measure  is,  if  I  be- 
lieve it  is  feasible,  just  and  necessary  and 
ought  to  be  done.  I  believe  this  matter 
should  come  to  a  vote,  and  I  hope  the  motion 
to  assign  will  not  prevail.  My  reasons 
are,  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  have  report- 
ed in  favor  of  this  measure.  The  Committee  on 
Streets  and  the  Street  Commissioners  have  in- 
dorsed it,  ana  what  more  evidence  can  we  have? 
The  bridge  has  been  built,  is  open  to  Albany- 
street,  and  the  extension  to  Washington  street  is 
asked  for.  Pleasant  street  will  take  care  of  it- 
self in  the  future.  As  the  question  stands,  I  be- 
lieve it  my  duty  to  vote  for  it  and  I  wish 
to  vote  upon  it  tonight.  I  think  it  is  time  we 
should  do  something  with  this  matter,  and  if  it 
is  favored  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  and  Finance  Committee,  I  am 
sure  there  is  no  great  room  for  doubt.  I  am 
ready  and  willing  to  pin  my  faith  to  the  views  of 
those  gentlemen  and  vote  for  it.  I  deny  that  we 
are  as  poor  as  some  gentlemen  represent.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  sympathy  for  those 
who  visit  Charlestown,  although  he  does  not  go 
there  often,  and  I  am  sorry  for  his  judgment.  I 
hope  we  shall  come  to  a  vote  tonight  and  that  we 
shall  appropriate  the  sum  asked  for. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  orders  were  passed  in  concurrence,  yeas  48, 
nays  15. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Barry,  Blakemore,  Bow- 
ker,  Krimbecom,  Brintnal1,  Brown,  Child,  Chris- 
tal,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Coe,  Cronin,  Denney, 
Devine,  J.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Dudley,  Farwell, 
Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Hancock,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hos- 
ley,  Howard,  Kendricken,  Kidney,  Lauten,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  MeNamara,  Morrison,  Mur- 
phy, Nason,  O'Dowd,  Pray,  Rogers,  H.  N.  Saw- 
yer, Sibley,  Daniel  J  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Daniel  J. 
Sweeney,  Jr  ,  Swift,  Taylor,  Tucker,  Viles,  Ward, 
Whitmore — 48. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bigelow,  Fisher,  Freeman,  Green- 
ough,  Lovell,  Parkman,  Perkins,  Plimpton,  N. 
Sawyer,  Sweetser,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Williams,  Wyman — 15. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Austin,  Bailey, 
Devlin,  C.F. Doherty,  Healy,  Hollis,  Lane,  Pratt— 8. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Coe,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow^ 
ing  (City  Doc.  46): 

City  Hall,  March  23,  1880. 

The  undersigned,  the  Record  Commissioners  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing: report  of  the  w  >rk  performed  by  them 
during  the  financial  year,  in  accordance  with  the 
vote  of  the  City  Council.  Although  this  has  been 
the  fifth  year  of  their  continuance  in  office,  it  is 
the  first  year  in  which  they  have  been  authorized 
to  spend  any  money  in  the  labor  of  copying  tho 
records  of  the  older  churches  in  Boston,  to  sup- 
ply tlie  deficiencies  of  the  earlier  town  records. 

In  the  past  live  years  the  City  Council  has  very 
cheerfully  and  liberally  furnished  the  means  for 
printing  three  volumes  of  town  documents,  com- 
prising one  volume  of  tax  lists  prior  to  A.  D.  1700, 
one  volume  of  Boston  Town  Records  (1634-1060), 
and  the  Book  of  Possessions;  and  one  volume  of 
early  charlestown  Land  Records.  A  fourth  vol- 
ume, to  contain  so  much  ol  the  early  Dorchester 
Records  as  can  be  printed  for  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, was  authorized  by  the  City  Council  of  1879, 
and  good  progress  has  been  m  de  thereon. 

The  special  work  of  the  commissioners  this  year, 
however,  has  been  upon  the  transcripts  of  the 
old  church  records.  In  their  first  report  will  be 
found  a  full  statement  of  the  extensive  anu  lam- 
entable imperfections  in  the  Boston  town 
records.      The  necessity  of  doing  everything  pos- 


sible to  repair  these  losses  is  so  evident  that  no 
argument  thereon  will  be  attempted. 

The  City  Council  of  1879  appropriated  the  sum 
of  three  thousand  dollars  towards  the  work,  it  be- 
ing understood  that  this  was  not  sufficient  to  com- 
plete it,  and  that  the  matter  could  not  be  satisfac- 
torily accomplished  in  one  year.  As  it  was  in  ef- 
fect making  good  the  neglect  of  many  preceding 
administrations,  it  was  equitable  to  distribute  the 
cost  over  several  years. 

Of  the  appropriation  of  $3000,  the  Commission- 
ers have  expended,  to  April  1,  the  sum  of  $1802.50, 
for  the  pay  of  the  copyists,  and  they  have  also 
paid  about  $100  for  binding  the  transcripts  and 
tor  stationery.  The  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings has  allowed  desk  room  in  City  Hall  for  the 
copyists,  and  consequently  the  appropriation  has 
been  entirely  available  for  the  main  object.  Four 
copyists  have  been  steadily  employed,  and  as  the 
highest  pay  has  been  two  dollars  a  day  the  Com- 
missioners have  kept  well  within  the  appropria- 
tion. 

The  results  of  the  work  may  be  summed  up  as 
follows.  They  have  had  transcribed  the  following 
church  records: 

1.  The  First  Church  Records,  baptisms,  mar- 
riages, deaths  and  admissions,  from  1630  to  1847. 
This  is  bound  in  one  volume,  with  a  separate  in- 
dex. 

2.  The  Second  Church  Records,  1650  to  1740. 
This  is  iu  one  volume,  consisting  of  the  printed 
leaves  from  Robbins's  History,  carefully  revised 
item  by  item.  It  is  alphabetically  arranged,  but 
may  hereafter  need  to  be  re-copied.  A  second 
volume,  from  1740  on,  is  now  in  progress. 

3.  The  First  Baptist  Church,  from  1665  to  1879. 
This  volume  is  arranged  alphabetically,  as  the 
original  from  which  it  was  copied  is  in  that  form. 

4.  The  Old  South  Church  Records,  from  1669  to 
1875,  one  volume,  with  a  separate  index. 

5.  The  New  North  Church  Records,  from  1714 
to  1800,  the  original  of  which,  as  the  society  has 
become  extinct,  is  now  deposited  with  the  City 
Clerk.  An  alphabetical  transcript,  made  by  the 
late  Thomas  B.  Wyman,  Jr.,  was  given  to  the 
Commissioners,  and  this  having  been  carefully 
compared  with  the  original  is  now  placed  with 
the  City  Registrar.  The  revision  cost  less  than 
an  index  would  have  done. 

6.  Tne  New  South  Church  Records.  A  tran- 
script is  in  hand,  but  not  much  progress  is  yet 
made. 

7.  Christ  Church  Records,  1723  to  1851.  These 
have  been  copied  in  two  volumes,  each  with  an 
index  appended.  The  hist  book  contains  bap- 
tisms, the  second,  marriages  and  deaths. 

8.  Hoi iis-street  Church  Records,  1132  to  1847, 
transcribed  in  one  volume,  with  an  index  in  an- 
other volume. 

9.  New  North  Church  Records,  1815  to  1859.  One 
volume,  with  index  appended. 

10.  Index  to  the  volume  of  the  First  Univer- 
salis! Church  (Rev.  Paul  Dean's)  from  1813  to  1840, 
the  original  of  which  is  now  held  by  the  city. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  records  of  eight  out 
of  the  first  twelve  churches  established  in  Boston 
have  been  collected.  Of  the  other  four,  the 
Friends'  Congregation  can  have  but  few  items  of 
an  early  date;  the  Brattle  street  Church  and  the 
Federal-street  Church  have,  from  special  reasons, 
been  unwilling  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  com- 
missioners, but  it  is  hoped  that  all  difficulties  may 
be  overcome  soon.  The  Stone  Chapel  records 
were  designedly  postponed,  as  they  were  found  to 
be  exceptionally  accessible  at  present  to  all  in- 
quirers. 

The  mere  enumeration  of  volumes  copied  would 
not  give  an  idea  of  the  work  performed.  The 
indexing  is  almost  of  equal  importance,  and  re- 
quires nearly  as  much  time.  The  copies  made  for 
the  city  are  necessary,  not  only  as  furnishing  a 
double  chance  against  destruction,  but  because 
the  old  records  can  in  most  cases  be  read  only  by 
experts.  For  all  ordinary  uses  a  correct  copy  in 
modern  handwriting  is  preferable  to  access  to 
the  originals.  The  church  records  also  are  made 
up  of  many  items  beyond  the  entries  of  baptisms, 
marriages  and  deaths.  Matters  of  discipline  and 
other  personal  affairs  are  entered  therein;  so  that 
no  church  would  willingly  allow  general  access  to 
its  books.  Such  transcripts  as  the  Commission- 
ers have  tried  to  procure  are  therefore  in  no  sense 
unnecessary,  and  the  money  expended  for  them 
will  doubtless  be  thought  a  judicious  outlay  by 
all  who  consider  the  matter. 

The  Commissioners  respectfully  ask  of  the  City 
Council  at  this  time  a  similar  appropriation  of 
three  thousand  dollars  for  the  financial  year  of 
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3880-1881,  and  feel  warranted  in  saying  that  the 
expenditure  now,  by  persons  fully  understanding 
the  work  of  copying,  wili  substantially  complete 
the  enterprise,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  records 
prior  to  A.  D.,  1800. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  H.  Whitmore, 
William  S.  Appleton, 

Record  Commissioners. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

CARE  OF  THE  PCBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  presented  the  follow- 
ing: 

An  Open  Letter  to  the  City  Council  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen— Some  months  ago  I  submitted  to 
the  City  Council  a  proposal,  of  which  the  append- 
ed is  a  copy: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston:  Gentlemen— The  undersigned  proposes 
to  do  all  the  work,  and  furnish  all  the  plants, 
trees,  shrubs,  and  gravel,  loam,  sodding  and 
other  materials  npcessary  for  the  proper  care  of 
the  Common  and  Public  Garden,  together  with 
all  the  public  squares  belonging  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  under  the  control  of  the  Committee 
on  Commons  and  Squares,  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  for  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars 
(£30,000),  said  work  to  be  "done  and  material 
furnished  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Commons  and  Squares.  I  further  agree,  if 
said  proposal  is  accepted,  to  give  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton a  bond,  with  satisfactory  sureties  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  said  work. 

John  Reardon, 
No.  64  Revere  street,  boston. 

On  that  proposal  I  was  granted  a  bearing  by 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  the  result  of  which  was  that  the 
committee  reported  it  inexpedient  to  accerit  my 
proposition.  As  will  be  seen  above,  my  price  for 
the  work  to  be  performed  amounted  to  830,000, 
a  sum  based  on  carefully-figured  estimates,  suffi- 
cient as  I  thought  then — and  still  think — to  amply 
repay  me;  while  at  the  same  time  I  would  be 
enabled  to  fill  my  contract,  guaranteed  as  it  would 
have  heen  by  satisfactory  bonds. 

Now,  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  §50,000  has- 
been  asked  for  to  carry  on  the  department  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Auditor's 
Estimates  has  granted  §47,500,  an  increase  of 
$3500  over  the  expenditures  of  last  year.  In  com- 
mon with  other  taxpayers  and  property-holders,  I 
would  like  to  ascertain  the  cause  for  this  in- 
creased cost  in  running  the  department  in  ques- 
tion. By  the  last  report  of  the  Superintendent 
(City  Doc.  No.  20,  1880,  page  6),  we  find  that  at  the 
close  of  the  year  there  was  on  hand  a  cash  bal- 
ance of  §2894. 57,  and  stock  estimated  at  §1081.99, 
a  total  of  33976.56,  leaving,  as  the  report  shows, 
the  amount  actually  expended  at  §40,023.44. 
Such  being  the  case,  and  with  nearly  §4000' 
in  cash  and  stock  on  hand,  why  should 
the  committee  add  to  the  burden  which  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  have  to  bear?  Before  sending 
to  the  City  Council  the  proposal  that  I  did,  I  fig- 
ured the  principal  items  of  expense  as  follows: 

Labor 813,500 

Gravel 5,000 

Loam 1,500 

Plants 4,000 

Tools 1,000 

Trees 1,000 

Sodding 1,000 

Teaming 1 .000 

Superintendent's   labor 1,000 

Total 829,000 

By  reference  to  City  Documents  No.  20,  1879, 
and  1880,  it  will  be  seen  that  my  figures  for  the 
above  items,  with  the  exception  of  labor  and 
teaming,  are  far  above  those  given  in  the  reports. 
For  instance,  where  §3200,  less  eight  cents,  were 
expended  in  1879  and  §3300  in  1880  for  plants,  I 
allowed  §4000,  and  this,  too,  with  a  knowledge 
that,  according  to  the  last  report,  there  must  be, 
or  at  least  should  be,  a  heavy  stock  of  plants  on 
hand  which  are  available  for  the  coming  season. 
For  gravel  during  the  two  years  there  has  been 
expended  ■••1447.20  in  1879  and  §1127.52  in  1880,  a 
total  of  §2574.72,  against  which  I  proposed  to- 
expend  §5000  for  that  material;  loam  for  both 
years,  §606.81,  while  I  allowed  §1500;  trees  for  both 
years,  §435.50,  against  §1000;  sodding  last  year, 
§504,  my  figures  being  §1000. 

In  regard  to  the  item  of  labor,  I  feel  confident 
that  with  a  force  of  thirty  good  men,  employed 
during  the  year,  the  work  on  the  Common  and 


public  squares  can  be  thoroughly  performed,  the 
number  being  such  that  every  man  can  be  almost 
constantly  under  the  supervision  of  the  employer, 
whose  personal  interest  in  the  matter  would  cer- 
tainly have  a  tendency  to  develop  the  capabilities 
of  his  employes  to  the  fullest  extent. 

It  may  seem  strange  that  I  should  have  debited 
myself  so  heavily  for  some  of  the  items  above 
specified,  as  loam,  for  instance.  It  was  my  inten- 
tion, gentlemen,  to  have  planted  trees  on  Com- 
monwealth avenue  and  wherever  else  they  were 
needed;  it  was  also  my  intention  to  have  properly 
and  thoroughly  gravelled  all  public  squares  that 
required  such  treatment,  from  East  Boston  to 
South  Boston,  not  simply  confining  my  labors  in 
that  matter  to  the  Common  and  Public  Garden. 

In  the  report  of  the  committee,  before  whom  I 
had  what  was  called  a  hearing  on  my  proposition, 
much  stress  is  laid  upon  my  statement  in  regard 
to  the  number  of  plants  required  to  fill  the  beds. 
Even  if  I  did  say  that  it  would  take  from  25,000  to 
40,000,  did  I  not  also  explicitly  state  that  1  would 
furnish  all  that  was  needed  ?  Do  not  the  terms  of 
my  proposal  specify  in  unmistakable  language 
that  I  would  bind  myself  to  "furnish  all  the 
plants,  trees,  shrubs,  and  gravel,  loam,  sodding, 
and  other  materials  necessary"  for  the  work  to 
be  done? 

Suppose,  gentlemen,  that  I  did  "under-estimate 
the  quantity  required,  or  over-estimated  the 
prices  for  which  the  same  could  lie  furnished." 
In  such  an  event  1  would  be  the  loser,  not  the 
city.  I  was  held  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the 
faithful  performance  of  which  was  insured  by 
bond.  The  committee,  through  their  chairman, 
say  they  "do  not  believe  the  public  grounds  can 
be  kept  up  to  their  present  standard  for  the  sum" 
I  proposed.  Perhaps,  gentlemen,  it  is  pertinent 
to  ask  how  many  of  that  committee  are  so  thor- 
oughly versed  in  floriculture  as  to  be  classed  as 
competent  judges  in  such  a  matter?  Or  did  they 
arrive  at  that  conclusion  simply  because  the  cost 
to  the  city  for  the  two  years  past  has  averaged 
§14,000  per  year  more  than  I  asked,  and  which  for 
the  coming  year  they  propose  to  increase  to  §17,- 
500. 

If  the  committee  really  had  an  idea  that  the  de- 
partment could  not  be  satisfactorily  managed  for 
the  amount  1  asked,  why  did  they  not  accept  the 
proposition  I  made,  viz.:  to  take  charge  of  the 
department  for  three  months  without  any  remu- 
neration, to  pay  all.  expenses  myself.  Could  any- 
thing be  fairer'than  that?  If  not  satisfied  at  the 
end  of  that  time  they  could  then  appropriate 
such  sum  as  they  deemed  fitting,  and  place  the 
gmui.ds  in  the  care  of  whomsoever  they  chose. 
There  surely  was  not  much  of  a  "sham"  about 
that  offer. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  called  your  attention  to  this 
matier,  and  have  furnished  you  with  facts  and 
figures.  Give  them  your  kind  and  careful  consid- 
eration, ai.d  they  may  perhaps  enable  you  to  an- 
swer in  a  satisfactory  manner  the  query,  Is  it  just 
and  wise  to  expend  §47,500  when  more  than  a 
third  of  that  sum  could  have  been  saved  to  the 
city?  Yours  respectfully, 

John  Reardon, 

64  Revere  street,  Boston. 

P.  S.  I  see  by  the  Auditor's  estimate  that  you 
ask  for  an  extra  appropriation  of  §25,000.  Strictly 
speaking,  all  they  should  ask  for,  is  for  the 
amount  for  land  to  be  used  as  a  park  for  Brighton; 
the  rest  properly  belongs  to  the  Department  of 
Common  and  Squares,  and  should  be  included  in 
the  estimates  in  that  department  for  the  coming 
year.  It  is  simply  a  blind  on  the  part  of  the  Su- 
perintendent to  make  the  public  think  that  the 
department  is  being  run  for  less  money  than  it 
really  is. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  on  motion  of  Mr.  Maguire.    Sent  up. 

INVESTIGATION     ORDERED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13,  the  rule 
was  suspended  to  enable  him  to  offer  an  order — 
That  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions be  requested  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances of  the  death  of  Joseph  Kenny,  which  oc- 
curred in  Point  Shirley  Gut  on  Monday,  March 
15,  and  report  to  this  Council  two  weeksfrom  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Coe  suggested  an  amendment,  which  Mr. 
Folan  accepted,  to  have  the  investigation  made 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  instead 
of  the  Directors. 

Mr.  Whitmore  inquired  whether  the  matter 
came  within  the  powers  of  the  committee.  The 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  are  a  corpora- 
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tion  which  has  shown  very  little  respect  for  the 
wishes  of  the  City  Council,  and  perhaps  the  in- 
quiry is  one  which  the  committee  have  no  power 
under  the  ordinances  to  make. 

The  President  said  he  was  unable  to  answer  the 
question. 

Mr.  Coe  said  it  was  customary  to  make  such  in- 
quiries of  bo. irds  through  the  committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  that  department.  It  seemed  to 
be  the  proper  channel  of  communication. 

Mr.  Folan— This  is  a  very  serious  matter,  and 
calls  for  a  thorough  investigation  on  the  part  of 
any  committee  which  has  it  in  hand.  I  presume 
most  members  of  the  Council  are  acquainted  with 
the  facts  which  appeared  in  the  daily  papers.  I 
have  a  copy  of  the  B  'Ston  Daily  Globe  giving  the 
account,  but  will  not  read  it.  But  I  will  state 
that  I  made  inquiry  of  one  of  the  men  who  was  in 
the  boat  at  tne  time  of  the  shooting,  f  was  not 
successful  in  finding  him  until  today  about  eleven 
o'clock.  I  will  give  the  story  as  he  tells  it  from 
his  own  mouth.  I  have  the  testimony  of  Daniel 
Hurley,  who  was  on  the  boat  at  the  time 
Mr.  Porter  fired  this  shot.  He  says  the 
two  fellows,  Kenny  and  Holt,  ran  down 
upon  the  bench,  with  the  intention  of  escaping 
across  the  gut  from  the  island,  it  being  within 
two  hours  of  low  water,  when  they  could  accom- 
plish it  very  easily.  He  says  this  Kenny  went 
into  the  water  and  swam  across  about  three  or 
four  lengths.  The  officer  in  charge  sang  out  to 
him  to  come  back  or  he  would  fire  at  him.  He 
did  so  <u  the  command  of  the  officer;  came  back 
as  many  lengths  again  and  stood  up  waist  deep 
in  the  water.  It  seems  he  did  not  know  whether 
it  would  be  better  for  him  to  go  ashore  or  get 
across  the  gut.  The  officer  stood  ready  to  shoot 
him  either  wav;  like  enough  the  young  fellow 
thought  he  would  be  shot  whichever  he  d  d.  It 
appears  the  officer  fired  one  or  two  shots  while  he 
was  standing  there.  The  statement  in  the  Globe 
says  the  officer  picked  him  up,  but  I  am 
told  the  men  in  the  b<>at  picked  hiin  up.  The 
statement  of  Mr.  Hurley  is  altogether  ditferent 
from  that  in  tbe  Boston  Globe.  However,  it  is 
plain  if  this  officer  had  a  boat  at  his  command  I 
don't  see  why  he  should  use  the  revolver,  and  if 
the  revolver  was  necessary  I  don't  see  what  is  the 
use  of  the  boat.  It  seems  to  me  he  could  have 
caught  this  young  fellow  without  shooting  him. 
It  seems  that  after  the  young  fellow  started  a 
second  time  to  get  on  to  the  Boston  shore  the 
officer  fired  the  four  chambers  of  his  revolver. 
It  is  a  question  of  doubt  whether  he  struck  him 
while  he  was  swimming  or  after  he  got  on  the 
Boston  shoie.  However,  when  he  got  within  a 
couple  of  lengths  of  the  opposite  shore  he  sank, 
and  the  men  in  the  boat  at  that  time  said  he  shot 
at  him  then,  but  of  course  they  cannot  prove  it.  It 
is  evident  that  if  he  had  any  concern  for  the  yung 
fellow's  life  he  would  have  allowed  them  to  go 
out  in  the  boat  for  him.  I  think  it  is  a  serious 
matter  that  ought  to  be  impartially  investigated. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7— I  hope  tbe  order  will  pass. 
The  Mr.  Kenny  referred  to  was  a  resident  of  Ward 
7,  and  as  there  have  been  many  conflicting  stories 
in  regard  10  his  death  I  think  it  no  more  than 
right  that  this  matter  should  lie  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated. I  believe  the  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions  have  power  to  investigaie  the  cir- 
cumstances and  report  to  the  City  Council,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  done. 

The  President— As  there  seems  to  have  been 
some  misapprehension  as  to  the  remarks  of  the 
Chair,  by  the  gentleman  who  has  taken  his  seat, 
the  Chair  would  state  he  has  no  doubt  it  is  within 
the  power  of  the  committee  to  make  an  investi- 
gation and  report. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Subsequent'y  a  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr. 
Folan,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 
Sent  up. 

OVERSEERS  OP  THE  POOR. 

A  report  came  down  with  certificate  of  the 
election  of  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Liverus  Hud,  John 
D.  Mahar  and  Michael  J.  Donovau  as  Overseers 
of  the  Poor. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  proceed  to  a  ballot. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  i»oved  as  an  amendment  to  spe- 
cially assign  to  CM  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Sibley  objected,  as  it  would  only  take  a  few 
minutes. 

Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr  Coe  suggested  that  the  Overseers  have 
charge  of  large  funds,  and  it  was  important  to 
elect  good  men. 

It  was  voted  to  proceed  to  a  ballot,  and  to  ap- 
point a  committee  of  four,  which  the  President 


did,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8, 
Williams  of  Ward  11,  Doherty  of  Ward  2  and 
Brintnall  of  Ward  3. 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Thomas  C.  Amory 51 

Liverus  Hull 41 

Charles  Hay  den 37 

Stephen  A.  Stackpole 39 

John  D.  Mahar 24 

Michael  J.  Donovan 25 

John  W.  McDonald 8 

John  Brown 1 

Sam  Rogers 1 

James  G.  Blaine 1 

George  H.  Keene 1 

James  Bonner 3 

Badge  Designer 1 

Messrs.  Amory  and  Hull  were  elected  in  con- 
currence, and  Messrs.  Stackpole  and  Hayden  in 
non-concurrence.    Sent  up. 

WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Boston  Water  Board  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  and  calling  attention  to  an  act 
relat'ng  to  water  supply,  recently  passed  by  the 
Legislature,  and  recommending  its  acceptance. 
Ordered  printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Water.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Farwell  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  D.  G. 
Gross  and  others  for  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance 
on  the  South  Bay.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Health.    Sent  up.' 

By  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— Petition  of  William 
Reed  and  others,  that  the  iron  fence  around  the 
vacant  lot  at  the  junction  of  Tremont  and  Mont- 
gomery streets  be  repaired  and  painted.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Puolic  Institutions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  $17,900  for  completing  the 
new  building  at  Marcella- street  Home,  and 
the  request  for  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $3000  for  enlarging  the  main  building 
at  Austin  Farm,  having  considered  these  matters, 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
following  order  to  provide  for  these  deficiencies 
by  transfers  from  other  appropriations. 

For  the  Committee, 

,  A.  S.  Brown. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  lereby  authorized  to  make  the  necessary 
transfers  to  cover  the  above  deficiencies  from 
any  of  the  unexpended  balances  of  appropria- 
tions of  the  present  financial  year. 

Mr.  Greenougb  of  Ward  9  asked  if  the  commit- 
tee meant  to  cast  any  reflections  upon  the  City 
Architect. 

Mr.  lirown— Not  at  all. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed    yea*  57,  nays  0. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Brown,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail,  was  lost.    Sent  up 

Subsequently  Mr  Brown  of  Ward  23  offend  an 
order,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  transfer  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  public  institutions,  the  sum  of  .$1300 
from  the  amount  allowed  for  the  Charlestown 
Almshouse  to  the  amount  allowed  for  the  alms- 
house, Austin  Farm. 

Mr.  Brown— The  president  of  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  brought  this  matter  before 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  today.  It 
was  carefully  examined  into,  and  the  cominittee 
unanimously  voted  to  have  the  order  presented, 
and  recommend  that  it  be  passed  The  directors 
have  transferred  forty  patients  from  the  Charles- 
town  Almshouse  to  the  Austin  Farm,  and  this 
transfer  is  to  support  the  people  transferred  to 
the  Austin  Farm  from  the  Charlestown  Alms- 
house. It  is  very  important  to  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  that  this  order  should  be  passed  to-  ' 
night 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  52,  nays  0  Mr. 
C<>e  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost. 

USE  OP  THE  COUNCIL  CHAMBER 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order  that  the 
City  Messenger  be  directed  to  cause  the  Common 
Council  Chamber  to  be  opened  for  a  meeting  of 
the  School  Committee  on  Tuesday  evening,  March 
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30th,  1880,  as  the  rooms  of  said  committee  are  at 
present  undergoing  repairs.  Passed,  and  a  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  was  lost. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  take  any  further  acion  upon  the  notice  of  the 
claim  of  Rose  Farrell  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Summer  street.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

BOATS  AND  LIGHTERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The'Committee  on  Ordinances  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  amendment  to  the  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  boats  and  lighters,  having  considered  the 
subject,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  amendment 
is  desired  by  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age, and  the  Engineer's  Department,  for  the 
reason  that  the  work  of  inspection  can  be  per- 
formed by  inspectors  who  are  employed  by 
the  department,  and  paid  by  "the  day, 
equally  as  well  as  by  the  Weighers  and  Inspect- 
ors of  Lighters,  and  at  less  expense.  These 
persons  can  inspect  the  material  in  connection 
with  their  other  duties  on  the  works,  thereby 
saving  about  five  thousand  dollars,  which  would 
otherwise  be  paid  for  fees.  The  committee, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the  accompanying 
ordinance  be  adopted,  it  being  a  new  draft  of  the 
ordinance  which  was  referred  to  them. 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  ordinance  respecting   boats    and 

lighters. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Sect.  1.  The  ordinance  respecting  boats  and 
lighters,  printed  in  the  edition  of  statutes  and 
ordinances  for  1876,  is  hereby  amended  by  adding 
the  following  section: 

"Section  24.  The  provisions  of  this  ordinance 
shall  not  apply  to  the  purchase  or  delivery  of  any 
stones  or  gravel,  sand  or  other  material  used  in 
the  construction  of  the  improved  system  of  sew- 
erage; provided,  however,  that  theCity  Engineer 
shall  cause  accurate  records  of  the  inspection  of 
all  material  to  be  kept  in  as  full  a  manner  as  now 
required  by  this  ordinance." 

After  a  short  explanation  of  the  matter  by  Mr. 
Whitmore,  the  ordinance  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances  who  were  re- 
quested by  an  order  of  the  City  Council  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  discon- 
tinuing the  Department  of  Public  Lands,  and 
transferring  the  powers  and  duties  thereto  be- 
longing, to  some  other  department  of  the  city, 
beg  leave  to  submit  their  report  as  follows:  The 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  has  charge  of 
the  unleased  vacant  lands  owned  by  the  city,  and 
also  of  various  houses  which  are  rented.  The 
sales  in  this  department  for  1879  amounted  to- 
$67,854.81 
Northampton-street  houses  rented  for Jg4612.0O 

Expense  on  same  S613.82 

Net  in  come  on  same $998.18 

Other  houses  rented  for $3701.75 

Expense 83683.20 

Suffolk  street 619.77    4302.97 


Loss S601.22  603.22- 

Net  receipts  for  rent 396.96 

Add  expense  of  selling  lands 650.2T 

"     item  of  dirt  furnished  Park  Commis- 

ers 379  00> 


Net 81326.23 

The  city  of  course  collects  no  taxes  on  these 
houses,  and  moreover  loses  the  amount  on  the 
value  of  this  property.  It  has  been  perhaps  a  wise 
policy  during  the  past  few  years  to  hold  this  prop- 
erty rather  than  to  force  it  upon  the  market.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  improvement  in  the  real  estate 
will  enable  the  city  to  sell  all  this  improved  prop- 
erty during  the  present  year.  In  fact  this  course 
has  already  received  the  sanction  of  the  present 
Board  of  Aldermen.  The  duties  of  the  superin- 
tendent would  be  reduced  to  a  minimum 
whenever  he  has  no  charge  of  collecting  tbese 
rents  and  taking  care  of  these  buildings.  Your 
committee  has  conferred  with  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  and  the  City  Surveyor;  the  last-named 
department  cannot  properly  assume  the  duties  of 
the  Public  Lauds  Department;  the  second  name 


would  require  an  additional  clerk,  and  there 
would  be  no  saving  in  expense.  The  Street  Com- 
missioners were  willing  to  assume  the  duties,  to 
he  divided  among  the  present  officers  of  their  de- 
partment, and  to  perform  them  wi'hout  any  in- 
creased expense.  Certainly  they  can  do  this  after 
the  houses  are  sold.  Your  committee  therefore 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying ordinance  : 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  Ordinance  in  regard  to  Public  Land. 

Section  1.  The  office  of  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Lands  shall  cease  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
1880.  Thereafter  all  the  duties  devolved  by  ordi- 
nance upon  the  Superintendent  shall  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  to 
be  performed  by  said  Commissioners  and  their 
employes  without  any  increased  expense  in  said 
department. 

Ordinance  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19  submitted  reports 
from  the  Join-,  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings,  recommending  the  passage  of 
orders  for  permits  to  erect  wooden  buildings  by 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  on  Washing- 
ton street,  near  Euclid  street,  Ward  24;  by  the 
Boston  Machine  Company  at  No.  60  West  First 
street,  Ward  13;  by  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Company  on  Grand  Junction  wharf.  Ward  2;  and 
by  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  on  P 
street,  at  the  corner  of  East  First  street.  Orders 
severally  passed.    Sent  up. 

MEDICINES   POR  THE  POOR. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order — That 
the  Board  of  Health  report  what  provision  has 
been  made  for  supplying  poor  people  in  this  city 
with  medical  attendance  and  medicines  at  the 
public  expense. 

Ordered  to  a  seccnd  reading  and  amended  by 
Mr.  Maguiie,  upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Coe,  by 
substituting  Committee  on  Hpalth  for  Board  of 
Hea'.th,  and  as  amended  passed.    Sent  up. 

REGULATION  OF  VEHICLES  AND  THEIR  LOADS. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Oidinances  be  requested  to  re- 
port an  ordinance  to  regulate  the  size  of  vehicles 
and  their  loads,  as  provided  by  chapter  134,  acts 
of  1880. 

Mr.  Christal  moved  to  amend  by  including  the 
numbering  of  vehicles,  but  withdrew  the  amend- 
ment after  the  statement  by  Mr.  Wheeler  that 
that  was  not  provided  for  in  the  statute.  The  or- 
der was  passed.     Sent  up. 

EXTENSION  OF  "D"   STREET. 

Mr.  Donahoe  of  Ward  13  offered  an  order — That 
the  Boaid  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company 
and  other  interested  parties  as  to  the  most  avail- 
able plan  for  the  extension  of  "D"  street,  and  re- 
port the  result  of  such  conference  to  the  i^ity 
Council,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  carrying  said  extension  into  effect. 

Mr.  Sawyer  said  that  matter  was  already  before 
the  •  ommittee  on  Streets,  who  propose  to  have 
a  conference  with  the  Old  Colony  Railroad. 

Mr.  Donahoe  said  the  matterhad  been  before 
the  Committee  on  Streets  for  some  time,  and 
nothing  having  been  heard  from  them,  he  sup- 
posed they  had  given  it  up  altogether. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24,  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets.  Sent 
up. 

LUNCH  FOR  LATE  SESSIONS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order  that 
whenever  the  Common  Council  is  in  session  at 
11%  P.  M.,  the  City  Messenger  shall  furnish  a 
moderate  lunch  in  the  ante-room;  the  expense 
thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of 
said  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  made  a  brief  explanation  of  the 
necessity  of  such  an  arrangement  on  certain  occa- 
sions, and  the  order  was  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  and  a  motion  for  reconsideration 
was  lost. 

STATION  STREET. 

Mr.  Rogers  offered  an  order  that  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  and 
requested  to  make  such  arrangements  with  the 
owners  and  abutters  on  Station  street  as  will 
give  the  city  the  right  of  said  street,  and  to  accept 
and  lay  out  the  same. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets.  Sent 
up. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8. 
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Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
April  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Undertakers— Alexis  Alexander  and  several 
others,  in  different  parts  of  the  city  (mostly  re- 
appointments).   Confirmed. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Annie  Jakober, 
for  leave  to  place  a  tree  box  around  a  tree  in 
front  of  1502  Washington  street;  A.  S.  Drisko 
et  al.,  for  edgestones  on  easterly  side  of  Warren 
street  near  Blue  Hill  avenue;  George  H.  Wyman 
et  al.,  that  the  sidewalks  of  Warren  street  near 
Gaston  street  be  put  in  order;  Augustine 
ShurtlefE  et  al.,  for  a  crosswalk  on  Rutherford; 
avenue  at  Lincoln  street;  Charles  H.  Leach,  to  be 
paid  grade  damages  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Dor- 
chester; J.  S.  Hobbs  &  Co.  et  al.,  against  allowing 
the  running  of  empty  horse  cars  by  the  railroad 
•ompanies  around  the  block  enclosed  by  Kneeland, 
South,  Beach  and  Federal  streets;  Antoinette 
Marie,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  on 
Brighton  avenue,  corner  of  Auburn  street,  Ward 
8:  J.  Warren  Towne  et  al.,  for  a  crosswalk  on 
Bunker  Hill  street,  at  Pearl  street;  D.  P.  Kings- 
bury, for  abatement  of  edgestone  assessment  on 
Codman  park;  L.  B.  Moseley  and  A.  J.  Tuttle,  ex- 
ecutors, for  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
this  city. 

Albion  J.  Tuttle  (executor)  et  al.,  for  license 
to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  this  city;  Orsamus 
Nute,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certaiu  streets  in  this 
city;  Cook  &  Handy, for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  the  Roxb'ury  District;  D."H.  McKay,  for 
edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  on  May  wood 
street;  C.  Hunnefeld  and  John  Roberts's 
heirs,  for  brick  sidewalks  at  115  and  111 
West  Seventh  street;  John  Gormley,  for 
leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  this  city;  John 
Cavanagh  &  Son,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  West  Seventh  street  near  B  street  to  28 
West  Seventh  street,  Ward  13;  teachers  of  the 
Howe  Primary  School,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Fifth  street,  between  B  and  C  streets;  John  So- 
ley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  232  Benning- 
ton street  to  28  Brooks  street,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Ellen 
Haynes,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received 
at  118  Hudson  street,  Jan.  27, 1880;  Mary  Noonan, 
to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  received 
by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in  Portland  street, 
Dec.  23,  1879;  Dennis  A.  Carey,  to  be  compensated 
for  personal  injuries  received  on  Brattle  street, 
March  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam,  Engines.  Lennon 
&  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  two  metal  furnaces  at 
290,  292  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Levina  Mcintosh,  to  be  paid  for  land 
taken  on  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Seuers.  Charles  A.  Dean, 
for  a  sewer  in  Elnore  street  and  Walnut  avenue; 
Francis  A.  Peters,  for  extension  of  the  sewer  in 
Forest  Hills  street;  Edward  H.  Williams  and  John 
D.  Bryant,  trustees,  for  abatement  of  bills  for 
sewer  through  Pond  and  Centre  streets;  George 
Glover,  et  al.,  for  a  ,-twer  in  Lincoln  street, 
Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Congrega- 
tional Club,  for  the  u»e  of  Faneuil  Hall, May  26, 
for  a  dinner  therein. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  im it  of  the  Board.  Wentworth 
&  Trafton,  for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  and 
druggist's  mortar  in  front  of  327  Shawmut  ave- 
nue; Howard  M.  Hamblin,  for  leave  to  project  a 
lantern  from  255  Tremont  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Bay  State  Iron  Works,  for  leave  to  occu- 
py a  new  wooden  addition  to  stable  for  fifteen 
horses  on  First  street,  near  I  street,  Ward  14;  I. 
W.  Field,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  stable  for  four 
horses  om  Melville  avenue,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 
William  B.  Rogers  and  others,  that  the  city  take 


eare  of  and  adorn  the  grounds  of  the  Institute  of 
Technology  and  Natural  History  Society. 

lo  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Jonathan 
French  and  others,  that  the  city  cause  a  general 
plan  of  the  land  situated  between  Warren  street, 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  Seaver  street,  Walnut  avenue 
and  Townsend  street  to  be  made  with  reference 
to  the  continuation  and  utilization  of  the  streets 
already  in  existence,  and  also  to  the  building  of 
new  ones. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 
Clerk  of  Municipal  Court,  South  Boston,  for  an 
appropriation  for  clerk  hire. 

HEARING  ON  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  Highland 
Street  Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  a  steam  engine  at  824  Shawmut  avenue.  No 
objections,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  RAILROAD   STABLE. 

The  report  granting  permission  to  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  to  erect  a  stable  for 
150  horses  on  P  street,  First  street,  Q  street  and 
Second  street,  was  considered  under  unfinished 
business. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  made  the  motion  that  that 
matter  be  postponed  for  one  week  in  order  that  if 
the  people  of  South  Boston  desired  to  remon- 
strate against  the  erection  of  that  large  stable 
there  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 
AVhen  completed  the  stable  will  contain  460  horses, 
slthough  this  petition  only  asks  for  a  stable  to  ac- 
eommodate  150  horses  at  present.  I  have  waited 
a  week  and  find  no  remonstrance  here.  If  there 
is  one,  I  have  not  heard  it  read.  Therefore,  if  the 
people  of  South  Boston  do  not  desire  to  remon- 
strate against  this  large  wooden  building  border- 
ing immediately  on  the  park.  I  have  no  desire  to 
object. 

Alderman  Viles— This  is  not  to  be  a  wooden  sta- 
ble, but  of  brick,  and  the  car  house  is  to  be  of 
wood.  The  committee  waited  three  weeks  and 
have  not  heard  of  a  single  remonstrant.  The 
other  member  of  the  committee  visited  the  site 
this  forenoon.  It  is  true  it  borders  on  the  park, 
if  the  park  is  to  be  there.  But  petitions  have 
come  in  in  favor  of  it,  and  Alderman  Walbridge 
has  a  large  petition  asking  that  the  stable  be  lo- 
cated on  that  ground.  I  should  move  that  the 
report  be  accepted. 

Alderman  Walbridge  presented  a  petition  from 
H.  A.  Doe  and  many  other  residents  of  City  Point, 
South  Boston,  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition. 

Alderman  Flynn — As  I  said  before,  I  don't  rise 
to  oppose  the  location  of  this  stable  now,  because 
there  are  no  remonstrants  against  it.  But  I  think 
members  of  the  Board  will  find  in  the  course  of 
time  that  if  a  park  is  located  there,  this  large, 
wooden  structure,  to  cover  a  whole  square,  will 
be  3  very  unsightly  building  bordering  on  that 
park. 

Alderman  Caton — I  today  visited  the  place 
where  the  South  Boston  Railroad  propose  to  lo- 
cate this  building.  It  is  on  P  street,  and  the  land 
extends  to  Q  street,  some  500  feet.  They  now 
wish  to  build  a  stable  and  car  house  to  extend  100 
feet.  If  in  the  future  it  is  not  considered  proper 
to  grant  leave  to  build  any  more,  another  City 
Government  will ->f  course  look  after  it.  But  as  the 
surrounding  abutters  do  not  object  to  the  build- 
ing of  the  stable,  I  think  the  petition  should  be 
granted.  Of  course  the  railroad  company  must 
nave  some  place  for  its  car  house  and  stable,  and 
1  think  that  will  be  the  least  objectionable  site  in 
South  Boston. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Communication  from  John  Reardon  relating  o 
his  proposal  to  contract  for  performing  the  labor 
and  furnishing  the  materials  for  the  Department 
of  Common,  etc.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Common,  etc.,  In  concurrence. 

Report  "inexpedient  to  take  further  action"  on 
petition  of  Rose  Farrell  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  received  on  Sumner  street.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
respecting  boats  and  lighters.  Ordinance  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  the  additional  sum  of 
$17,900  to  complete  the  buildings  at  Marcella- 
street  Home,  and  for  .13000  to  enlarge  the  building 
at  Austin  Farm.  Order  passed  in  concurrence — 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  report  what 
provision  has  been  made  for  gratuitous  supply  of 
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medicines  to  poor  persons  requiring  the  same. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Keport  and  orders  to  permit  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings  by  Boston  Machine  Company, 
60  West  First  street;  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, P  street,  corner  of  East  First  street;  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Company,  on  Grand  Junction 
wharf;  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  Wash- 
ington, near  Euclid  street,  Ward  24.  Orders 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  provide  an  ordinance  to  regulate  the 
size  of  vehicles  and  their  loads,  as  authorized  by 
chapter  134,  acts  of  1880.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  transfer  ?1300  from  Charlestown  Alms- 
house appropriation  to  that  for  Austin  Farm. 
Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  for  Street  Commissioners  "to  confer  with 
Old  Colony  Railroao  Company  as  to  the  most 
available  plan  for  extending  D  street  over  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Street  Commissioners  to  make  ar- 
rangements with  the  abutters  for  the  laying  out 
of  Station  street.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Record  Commissioners.  (City  Doc. 
46.)    Placed  on  file. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  tor  supplying  the 
city  of  Boston  with  pure  water.  Referred  to 
'Committee  on  Water  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
in  concurrence. 

The  order  to  sell  estates  belonging  to  the  city 
•on  Northampton-street  District  and  elsewhere, 
as  in  said  order  set  forth,  came  up  amended — by 
the  insertion  of  the  phrases — "under  control  of 
Committee  on  Public  Lauds,"  and  "subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Mayor."    Concurred. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  to 
.investigate  and  report  on  cause  of  death  of  John 
Kenney,  late  an  inmate  of  one  of  the  institutions 
at  Deer  Island.'  Passed,  in  concurrence. 

FIRST    ASSISTANT    ASSESSSOR. 

A  certificate  came  up  cf  the  election  of  John 
Bryant  as  First  Assistant  Assessor  in  place  of 
George  A.  Shaw,  chosen  by  this  Board. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  am  requested  by  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  from  the  Chariestown  Dis- 
trict, in  which  Mr.  Bryant  lives,  to  withdraw  his 
name  as  a  candidate  for  First  Assistant  Assessor. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Committee- 
Aldermen  Flynn,  Breck. 

George  A."  Shaw  received  12  votes,  and  was 
elected.    Sent  down. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

"  A  certificate  came  up  of  the  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing Second  Assistant  Assessors,  viz.:  Ward 
3,  Gilbert  D.  Coooer  in  place  of  John  R.  Rea; 
"Ward  6,  Albert  E.  Proctor  in  place  of  John  Car- 
ven; Ward  10,  William  S.  Whitney  in  plnce  of 
William  E.  Bicknell;  and  Ward  24,  Coolidge  Bar- 
nard in  place  of  Joseph  £.  Hall.  The  nomina- 
tions for  Ward  12  were  recommitted  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  on  eligibility  of  John  Osborne,  Jr. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice *  '    7 

Ward    3— Gilbert  D.Cooper .'.'."i 

John  R.  Rea 4 

John  Bryant 7 

"Ward    G— John  Carven 7 

Albert  E.  Proctor 5 

Ward  10— William  S   Whitnev 7 

William  E.  Bicknefl 5 

Ward  24-Coolidge  Barnard  3 

Joseph  E.Hall 9 

Messrs.  Bryant,  Carven  and  Hall  were  elected 
in  non-concurrence,  and  Mr.  Whitnev  in  concur- 
rence. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order  for  the  Committee  on  Assessors  to  in- 
quire into  the  eligibilitv  of  the  Second  Assistant 
Assessors  elected  for  Ward  12  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Alderman  Breck— I  am  reliably  informed  that 
Mr.  Osborne  is  a  resident  of  Ward  12.  He  was  as- 
sessed and  paid  his  taxes  there  in  1878  and  1879. 
Of  this  I  believe  there  is  no  doubt  whatever.  I 
think  it  will  be  useless  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
committee,  as  the  hearing  will  take  up  a  great 
deal  of  time,  and  will  only  prove  that  he  is  a  resi- 
dent of  that  ward.  Mr.  Osborne's  place  of  busi- 
ness is  at  11  Eliot  street,  and  he  has  a  room  in  the 
-vicinity  where  he  stays  five  nights  out  of  seven. 
On  Saturday  nights  lie  goes  home  to  his  mother's 
in  the  country  and  remains  there  till  Monday.  It 
can  be  proved  that  he  is  assessed  and  pays  his 
taxes  in  Ward  12. 
The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 


OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

A  certificate  came  up  of  the  election  of  Charles 

■  Hayden  and  Stephen  A.  Stackpole  as  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  in  places  of  John  D.  Mahar  and  Mi- 
chael J.  Donovan. 

Alderman  Tucker — Since  I  came  into  the  hall  I 
have  received  a  note  from  ex- Alderman  Hayden 
positively  declining  to  serve.  I  give  this  notice, 
lest  the  Board  should  see  tit  to  concur  with  the 
Council. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee— Aldermen 
Tucker  and  Bell. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice .       7 

Stephen  A.  Stackpole  had 10 

John  D.  Mahar 2 

Michael  J.  Donovan 4 

James  G.Davis 8 

Mr.  Stackpole  was  elected  in  concurrence  and 
Mr.  Davis  in  non-concurrence.    Sent  down. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Fitch  &  Joy  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler 
at  377  Commercial  street,  and  an  order  was  passed' 
for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  April  19,  1880, 
at  4  P.  M. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Bell  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  to  nominate  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions. 

The  majority,  consisting  of  Aldermen  Bell  and 
Flynn  and  Councilman    Bowker,  recommend  the 

■  election  of  James  K.  Fagin,  John  B.  Martin  and 
Oscar  B.  Mowry. 

The  minority,  consisting  of  Councilmen  Coe 
and  Wyman,  recommend  the  election  of  Albert  T. 
Whiting,  John  B.  Martin  and  Oscar  B.  Mowry. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  a  ballot  ordered. 
Committee — Aldermen  Bell,  Tucker. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessaiy  for  a  choice 7 

James  K.  Fagin 5 

John  B.  Martin 9 

Godfrey  Mors** 2 

Oscar  B.  Mnwry  4 

Albeit  T.  Whiting 4 

Charles  Hayden 9 

Nathaniel  Weaver 3 

Messrs.  Hayden  and  Martin  were  elected,  and 
a  second  ballot  was  taken  to  till  one  vacancy. 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice    6 

Albert  T.  Whiting 4 

God  f  rey  Mors,e 1 

Nathaniel  Seaver 2 

James  K.  Fagin 4 

And  one  ballot  with  three  names  not.  counted. 

There  being  no  choice,  a  third  ballot  was  taken. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Neeessarv  for  a  choice 7 

Albert  T.  Whiting 6 

James  K    Fagin 5 

Godfrey  Morse 1 

There  being  no  choice,  a  fourth  ballot  was 
taKen. 

Whole  number  of  ballots., 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Albert   T.  Whiting 8 

James  K.  Fagin 4. 

Mr.  Whiting  was  elected.    Sent  down. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order,  To  pay  the  heirs  of  Samuel  W.  Weld 
$1020.03  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  relocation  of  Warren  street.  Passed. 

TREES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board, 
that  leave  be  granted  to  Hiram  Barker  to  remove 
certain  trees  from  the  sidewalk  of  Parsons  street, 
Brighton,  at  his  own  expense.    Accepted. 

NEW  COURT   HOUSE. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order— That  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Mayor's  address  as  relates  to  a  new  county  Court 
House  be  requested  to  consider  and  report  such 
action  as  they  may  deem  it  expedient  to  take  un- 
der the  provisions  of  "chapter  128  of  the  acts  of 
1880,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  taking  of 
land  and  the  erection  thereon  of  a  new  Court 
House  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,"  passed  March 
22,  1880.    Passed. 

WOODEN    BUILDING. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee   on    Survey  and  Inspection  of 
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Buildings,  with  an  order  authorizing  the  issuing 
of  a  permit  to  the  Beacon  Oil  Company  to  enlarge 
a  wooden  building  on  iheir  wharf  on  Chelsea 
street.    Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Report  and  order,  that  leave  be  granted  to 
Thomas  O'Leary  to  run  a  passenger  wagon  on 
Sundavs  from  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
Morton  streets,  Ward  23,  to  the  rear  entrance  of 
Mount  Hope  and  Calvary  cemeteries,  and  return, 
from  May  1  to  Oct.  15,  1880,  the  fare  not  to  exceed 
ten  cents  per  passenger  each  way.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order,  that  leave  be  granted  to 
George  A.  Coleman  to  run  a  passenger  wagon 
from  Bowdoin  square  (near  the  church)  through 
Court,  State,  Kilby,  Oliver  and  High  streets,  and 
Atlantic  avenue,  to  Rowe's  and  Litchfield's 
wharves  and  return  by  the  same  route,  the  rate 
of  fare  not  to  exceed  ten  cents  each  way  per  pas- 
senger, this  license  to  continue  in  force  from 
June  1  to  Oct.  1,  1880     Order  passed. 

Report  and  order,  that  leave  be  granted  to 
George  W.  Calef  to  run  three  passenger  wagons 
from  Bowdoin  square  (Revere  House  side)  through 
Court,  State,  Kilby,  Milk  and  Oliver  streets  and 
Atlantic  avenue  to  Bowe's  and  Litchfield's 
wharves  and  the  station  of  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Bailroad,  and  to  return  by  the 
same  route,  the  rare  of  fare  not  to  exceed  ten 
cents  per  passenger  each  way,  and  this  license  to 
continue  in  force  from  June  1  to  Oct.  1,  1880. 
Order  passed. 

Report  and  order,  that  leave  be  granted  to 
Robinson  &,  Emerton  to  run  two  passenger 
wagons  from  Haymarket  square  through  Wash- 
ington, Devonshire,  State,  Kilby,  Oliver  and 
High  streets,  and  Atlantic  avenue,  to  Rowe's  and 
Litchfield's  wharves,  and  to  return  by  the  same 
route,  the  rate  of  fare  not  to  exceed  ten  cents  per 
passenger,  each  way,  and  this  license  to  continue 
in  force  from  June  1  to  Oct.  1,  unless  sooner  re- 
voked.   Order  passed. 

Report  and  order,  that  leave  be  granted  to 
"William  Fletcher  to  run  a  passenger  wagon  be- 
tween the  Fitchburg  Railroad  passenger  station 
and  Litchfield's  and  Lewis  wharves  via  Haver- 
hill, Washington,  Devonshire,  State,  Kilby  and 
Oliver  streets,  Atlantic  avenue,  from  Junel  to 
Oct.  1,  1880;  the  rate  of  fare  not  to  exceed  ten 
cents  per  passenger  each  way. 

Report  in  ravor  of  granting  petition  of  Patrick 
E.  Murray  to  run  a  line  ol  coaches  from  Neponset 
avenue  to  Meeting  House  Hill.     Accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  Inquirer  Publishing  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  h. re  additional  licensed  minors 
to  sell  papers— That  special  licenses  to  sell  the 
South  Boston  Inquirer  only,  on  Saturdays  only, 
he  granted  to  the  minors  within  named.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— One  bootblack, 
14  newsboys.    Accepted. 

LAND  FOB.  MYSTIC  VALLEY  SEWER. 

Alderman  Thorndike  presented  the  following: 

To  the  City  Council— The  Boston  Water  Board 
respectfully  represent  that  in  July,  1877,  certain 
lands  in  Woburn  were  taken  by  the  City  Council 
for  the  construction  of  the  Mystic  Valley  sewer; 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Engineer  as  ex- 
pressed to  this  Board  in  a  written  communica- 
tion of  the  2d  inst.,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
submitted,  the  lands  so  taken,  which  were  de- 
scribed as  belonging  to  L.  H.  Allen,  Luke  W. 
Fowle,  S.  O.  Pollard,  Curtis  Greenwood,  Samuel 
"W.  Russell,  Joseph  B.  McDonald  and  J.  C. 
Whitcher  are  not  required  for  sewer  purposes. 

We  recommend  that  all  the  right  and  interest 
so  acquired  by  the  city  in  the  lands  above  specifi- 
cally named  be  surrendered  and  released  by  the 
city  to  the  persons  who  were  the  owners  thereof 
at  thedate  of  the  taking  or  to  such  other  persons 
as  now  own  the  same,  upon  proper  release  of 
damages  lor  the  taking  being  filed  with  this 
board.  Boston  Water  Board, 

By  Leonard  R.  Cutter, 
Chairman. 

Dated  March  29, 1880. 

[Copy.] 
Office  of  City  Engineer,  ) 
Boston,  March  2, 1880.     J 
Leonard   R.    Cutter,    Esq.,    Chairman    Boston 
Water  Board:   Dear  Sir— In   answer  to  your  re- 
quest for  my  opinion  of  the  advisability  of  re- 
taining the  lands  taken  from  L.  ri.  Allen,  Luke 
W.  Fowle,  S.  O.  Pollard,  Curtis  Greenwood.  Sam- 


uel W.  Russell,  Joseph  B.  McDonald  and  J.  C. 
Whitcher,  for  the  Mystic  Valley  Sewer,  1  submit 
the  following  statements  for  your  consideration: 

First— I  do  not  think  that  there  is  now,  or  has 
been  at  any  time  since  these  lands  were  taken 
(July  31,  1877),  a  sufficient  amount  of  objectiona- 
able  drainage  to  warrant  the  expense  (estimated, 
without  land  damage,  at  $3500)  of  the  construc- 
tion of  these  branch  drains  to  intercept  it. 

Second — From  such  information  as  I  can  ob- 
tain, 1  think  it  doubtful  if  either  the  Pollard  or 
Winn  tannery,  the  main  sources  of  pollution  that 
these  branch  drains  were  to  intercept,  will  be 
used  in  future  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  their 
drainage  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  the 
construction  of  the  branch  drains. 

Third— The  City  Solicitor  was  of  the  opinion 
that  the  lands  taken  for  the  Mystic  Valley  sewer 
could  not  be  held  by  the  city  unless  they  were 
used  within  a  reasonable  time.  At  the  time  this 
opinion  was  obtained,  the  Solicitor  thought  two 
years  would  be  about  the  limit.  If  this  be  the 
case,  it  would  seem  that  the  city  has  now  no  wav 
of  holding  these  lands  except  by  purchase  of  the 
fee,  or  by  making  an  agreement  with  the  owners 
for  the  right  to  construct  and  maintain  the  drains 
at  some  future  time.  The  Board  would  be  there- 
fore at  great  disadvantage  in  making  settlements, 
and  it  would  probably  be  better  to  abandon  the 
present  takings  and  make  new  ones  (if  they  can 
legally  be  made),  if  the  construction  of  the 
branch  drains  should  ever  become  a  necessity. 

In  making  the  above  statements,  I  have,  I  think, 
giveD  your  Board  such  information  as  will  enable 
It  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  retaining  the 
lands  in  question. 

Yours,  respectfully, 
[Signed]  Jos.  P.  Davis,  City  Engineer. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Water.    Sent  down. 

SUFFOLK  DEEDS. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order — That  the 
Register  of  Deeds  be  authorized,  with  the  approv- 
al of  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  to  have 
printed,  indexed  and  distributed  the  first  volume 
of  Suffolk  Deeds;  the  expense,  not  exceeding 
$2500,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
County  Accounts. 

SUDBURY  RIVER  WATER. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  City  Council  their 
reasons  for  not  removing  the  loam  and  meadow 
mud  from  the  Sudbury  River  basins;  also,  to  in- 
form the  City  Council  if  there  is  not  a  communi- 
cation on  file  in  that  department  from  the  late 
City  Engineer,  in  which  he  expresses  the  opinion 
that  the  failure  to  remove  the  material  above 
mentioned  would  endanger  the  purity  from  Sud- 
bury River. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  requested 
to  report  to  the  City  Council  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Sudbury  River  basins,  and  whether  in 
his  opinion  the  water  in  these  basins,  embracing 
a  portion  of  our  water  supply,  is  likely  to  be  ren- 
dered impure  by  the  loam  and  meadow  mud  con- 
tained in  said  basins;  and  also  report  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  removing  said  loam  and  mead- 
ow mud. 

Severally  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  NEW  BRIDGE  TO  CHARLESTOWN. 

Alderman  Bell  offered  an  order — That  the  joint 
special  committee  on  the  subject  of  a  new  bridge 
between  Boston  and  Charlestown  be  authorized 
to  visit  other  cities  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
information  to  aid  them  in  deviling  a  plan  for 
the  construction  of  said  bridge;  the  expense  at- 
tending said  visit,  not  exceeding  $1000,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Ex- 
penses.   Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

FERRY    TOLLS. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ferries  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  be  requested  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  schedule 
of  tolls  for  foot  passengers  as  to  permit  the  sale 
of  tickets  in  packages  of  ten  and  upwards  at  the 
rate  of  one  cent  each.    Pas-ed. 

PERMIT    FOR    STABLE. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  or  the 
Board: 

Report  that  Neil  McNeil  have  leave  to  occupy 
Dew  stable  for  three  horses  on  Commercial  street, 
Ward  24.    Accepted. 
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VENTILATION. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  requested  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  providing  a  better 
means  of  ventilation  lor  the  Aldei manic  Cham- 
ber.   Passed.    Sent  down. 

TRANSFER  FOR   PUBLIC   BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Slade,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  offered  an  order— That  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  be  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  un- 
expended balances  of  appropriations  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Puplic  Buildings,  already  exhausted, 
the  sum  of  §544.78,  the  same  being  the  bill  for  con- 
struction of  sewer,  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Sewers,  in  Hancock  street,  Dorchester,  in  front  of 
the  old  poorhouse  estate.  Passed — yeas  12,  nays 
0.     Sent  down. 

PORTRAIT  OF  REAR  ADMIRAL    WINSLOW. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Faneui!  Hall  be  and  they  are  here- 
by authorized  to  expend  the  sum  of  $50  in  addi- 
tion to  the  $150  already  authorized,  fur  the  pur- 
chase of  the  portrait  of  Rear  Admiral  John  A. 
Winslow,  by  Edgar  Parker,  to  be  placed  in  Fan- 
euil  Hall,  the  same  being  for  framing  and  hang- 
ing and  completion;of  the  purchase;  the  expense 
therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidental  Expenses. 

Alderman  S'ade— Perhaps  a  word  of  explana- 
tion is  needed.  This  picture  was  largely  paid  for 
by  contribution.  The  lady  who  took  an  interest 
in  it,  to  raise  the  money,  has  been  unable  to  col- 
lect about  $50  of  the  sum  she  supposed  she  would 
collect.    Therefore,  this  request  is  made. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas  12,  Days  0.  Sent 
down. 

SANITARY  CONDITION    OF  THE  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  52): 

In  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, passed  March  18,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor 
March  20,  directing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  in  connection  with  William  R.  Nichols, 
professor  of  chemistry,  to  examine  and  report  as 
to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  school 
buildings,  they  would  herewith  submit  the  follow- 
ing report: 

That  they  have  examined  the  school  buildings 
■with  particular  reference  to  drainage  and  venti- 
lation, and  find  that  in  regard  to  the  question  of 
drainage  they  are  properly  provided  for.  They 
are  Indorsed  in  this  conclusion  by  the  Board  of 
Healtn,  who  have  recently  examined  the  drain- 
age of  scnoolhouses,  and  by  Professor  Nichols  in 
his  report,  which  accompanies  this  document,  so 
far  as  his  observation  extends.  In  regard  to  the 
matter  of  ventilation  your  committee  have  re- 
lied, to  a  great  degree, "upon  the  chemical  test  of 
the  air  of  the  schoolrooms  in  the  various  build- 
ings examined  by  the  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

In  the  Sherwin  Schoolhouse  no  such  condition 
of  the  air  was  found  as  to  create  the  alarm  for  its 
inmates  that  the  public  have  been  given  to  under- 
stand; but  the  condition  of  the  air  was  not  up  to 
tne  standard  required  by  the  professor,  as  will  be 
seen  by  his  report.  In  the  Weston-street  School- 
house  the  air  was  not  up  to  the  full  health 
standard  claimed.  This  building  is  of  modern 
construction,  and  there  is  in  use  one  ol  the  latest 
means  of  ventilation,  provided  by  Frederic  Tudor 
&  Co.  The  chemical  test  applied  in  the  other 
school  buildings  would  produce  the  same  results 
to  a  greater  or  less  degree.  In  all  of  the  school 
buildings,  means  for  ventilation  are  provided,  and 
by  a  great  variety  of  methods.  Your  committee 
claim  that,  in  the  modern  buildings,  new  systems 
of  ventilation  have  been  employed,  and  in  the 
older  ones  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
same  direction,  as  far  as  their  construction  and 
surroundings  would  admit.  In  order  that  defects 
may  be  remedied,  and  an  endeavor  be  made,  as 
far  as  practicable,  to  bring  the  ventilation  of  our 
school  buildings  up  to  a  luore  perfect  standard, 
recommended  in  the  report  of  Professor  Nichols, 
they  would  ask  for  authority  to  perform  the  work 
necessary  to  produce  the  result,  and  in  further- 
ance of  the  same  would  respectfully  ask  for  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  im- 
prove, so  far  as  it  is  practicable,  the  means  for 
ventilating  the  various  school  buildings.  That 
the  work  on  the  same  be  perlormed  during  the 
summer  vacation,  and  that  the  expense  therefor 


be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhousesy 
Public  Buildings. 

To  Alderman  Lucius  Slade,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Hublic  Buildings:  Dear  Sir— At 
your  request  I  have  made  an  examination  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  three  of  the  city  school- 
houses,  namely,  the  Sherwin  Grammar  School,, 
the  Franklin-place  Primary,  and  the  Weston- 
street  Primary,  and  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  Sherwin  School.  , 

The  Sherwin  School  is  the  one  about  whichi 
there  has  been  the  most  complaint.  No  doubt 
the  unfavorable  impression  of  the  condition  of 
the  school,  which  many  persons  have  received: 
through  the  public  prints,  is  somewhat  exagger- 
ated; the  complaints  are  not,  however,  unfound- 
ed, and  there  are  some  defects  which  should  be 
remedied.  The  most  serious  defect  is  insufficient 
ventilation;  but  as  this  concerns  all  the  buildings 
examined,  I  will  first  discuss  the  other  matters 
about  which  anxiety  has  been  felt  or  complaint 
made,  and  will  begin  with  the  foul  odors. 

There  is  a  complaint  that  coal  gas  is  occasion- 
ally perceptible  in  certain  rooms.  This  I  have 
not  observed  myself,  but  it  is  easily  accounted! 
for.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  very  possible  that,  ire 
certain  directions  of  the  wind,  the  furnace  gases 
issuing  from  the  chimney,  which  is  nearly  on  a. 
level  with  the  opening  of  the  ventilators,  is  blown 
down  some  of  the  flues.  Besides  this,  the  chim- 
neys on  a  block  of  tenements  on  the  west  side  of 
the  building  are  nearly  on  a  line  with  the  windows 
of  the  upper  rooms,  and.  indeed,  any  room  on 
that  side  is  liable  to  receive  occasionally,  if  the 
windows  be  open,  a  whiff  of  the  gases  which  issue 
from  these  chimneys.  It  is  probable  also  that  the 
cold-air  boxes  which  open  on  this  side  of  the 
building  occasionally  take  in  the  same  gases- 
I  am  informed  by  the  janitor  that  fre- 
quently, at  about  the  time  of  the  morn- 
ing tire  lighting,  a  strong  odor  of  ker- 
osene is  perceived  in  the  building,  although 
no  kerosene  is  there  used.  This  annoyance 
from  neighboring  buildings  might  be  some- 
what lessened  by  a  more  efficient  system  of  ven- 
tilation, and  by  taking  the  fresh  air  from  the 
west  side  of  the  building,  towards  Madison 
square;  it  would  be  impossible  to  avoid  occasional 
annoyances  of  this  kind.  If  people  will  crowd  to- 
gether into  cities,  there  are  certain  necessary 
sacrifices  which  must  be  made,  and  the  air  which) 
can  be  supplied  from  citv  streets  and  areas  must 
be  inferior  to  the  open  air  of  the  country.  We 
cannot,  however,  send  the  children  out  into  the 
country,  nor  to  a  very  great  distance  from  their 
homes.nor  can  we  furnish  in  the  city  an  open 
area  so  large  as  to  be  altogether  uninfluenced  by 
surrounding  buildings.  The  Sheiwm  bchool  is 
favorably  circumstanced  by  being  surrounded  by 
a  large  yard,  and  by  having  an  open  square  on 
one  side. 

The  water  closets  and  connecting  drains  have 
been  recently  inspected  by  the  city  Board  of 
Health,  and  no  complaint  is  made  with  reference 
to  them.  Complaint  is,  however,  made  of  odors- 
from  the  privies  on  either  side  of  the  building- 
The  privies  on  the  girls'  side  seem  to  be  in  per- 
fect order,  and  to  be  well  ventilated.  I  have  no- 
doubt,  however,  that  at  certain  times,  especially 
in  warm  weather,  when  the  fires  are  no  longer 
kept  up  so  as  to  warm  the  ventilating  flue,  odors 
from  these  privies  find  their  way  into  the  win- 
dows and  also  into  the  basement.  I  have  not 
bepn  able  personally  to  estimate  the  extent  of 
this  annoyance,  but  should,  under  the  circum- 
stances, recommend  the  eventual  abolition  of 
this  style  of  privy  and  the  introduction  of  some 
form  of  water  closet. 

The  boys'  privies,  although  clean  and  neat,  are 
decidedly  objectionable,  and  should  be  altered- 
They  are  ventilated,  in  a  sense,  by  pipes  extend- 
ing a  short  distance  above  the  low  roof ;  but  any 
odors  arising  are  liable  to  be  carried  towards  the 
building,  and  to  enter  by  the  windows  or  by  the 
openings  made  in  the  wail  for  ventilation. 

Complaint  has  been  of  certain  cesspools;  these, 
however,  are  simply  for  the  surface  water  from 
the  yards,  and  I  cannot  believe  that  they  have 
caused  trouble. 

Complaint  has  also  been  made  that  the  air  in- 
troduced info  the  building  is  taken  from  near  the 
ground,  and  that  a  few  rooms  receive  their  air 
directly  from  the  basement.  In  some  locations, 
no  doubt,  the  air  near  the  ground  is  less  pure 
than  at  a  higher  level,  but,  as  the  Sherwin  School 
is  situated,  there  would   be  nothing   gained    at 
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•-present  by  taking  the  air  from  a  higher  point  on 
the  building;  and  it  the  boys'  privies  are  altered 
or  removed,  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  changing 
the  location  of  the  air  inlets,  unless  it  were  prac- 
ticable, for  reasons  just  mentioned,  to  take  all 
the  air  from  the  Madison-square  side.  As  far  as 
taking  the  air  from  the  basement  is  concerned, 
•this  is  somewhat  objectionable,  for  the  reason 
that  on  stormy  days  the  basement  is  occupied 
during  recess  by  a  large  number  of  scholars,  and 
because  of  the  proximity  of  the  privies  on  the 
.girls'  side.   > 

The  Franklin-place  School. 

The  chief  objectionable  feature  in  the  surround- 
ings of  this  school  is  the  location  of  the  privies, 
which  are  placed  very  close  to  one  side  of  the 
building  and  directly  under  the  windows.  Al- 
though the  premises  are  kept  reasonably  clean, 
and  there  is  a  ventilating  pipe  from  beneath  the 
seats  (which  have  recently  been  provided  with 
■covers),  there  is  always  more  or  less  odoi,  so  that 
it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  windows  on  one 
side  of  the  building  shut.  There  is  complaint 
that  sometimes  the  air  which  comes  trom  the 
furnace  registers  is  offensive.  This  is  probably 
due  to  the  same  cause,  and  I  should  advise  the 
abolition  of  this  style  of  privy  altogether.  Ex- 
cept in  this  particular,  and  in  the  matter  of  defi- 
cient ventilation,  the  condition  of  the  building  is 
good.  It  is  somewhat  unfortunate,  however,  that 
there  is  so  small  a  space  between  the  rear  wall  of 
the  schooihouse  and  the  adjoining  premises,  from 
which  it  is  possible  some  of  the  annoyance  pro- 
ceeds. 

The  impression  has  been  given  that  the  cellar  is 
damp,  and  subject  to  frequent  floodings  from  the 
lacking  up  of  water  from  the  sewers.  I  have  not 
lieen  able  to  verify  these  statements.  The  woman 
who  has  charge  of  the  building  informs  me  that 
only  once  this  winter,  on  the  occasion  of  a  severe 
storm,  some  little  water  found  its  way  into  the 
cellar,  and  that  the  same  thing  has  happened  in 
the  spring  at  the  time  of  heavy  rains.  I  found 
the  concrete  floor  of  the  cellar  very  dry,  except 
immediately  beneath  the  sink,  and  at  one  corner 
"where  a  rain-water  conductor,  now  repaired,  had 
oeen  broken  by  the  trost.  The  water  ac  the  pres- 
ent time  does  not  stand  within  eighteen  inches  or 
two  feet  of  the  floor  level,  and  any  one  entering 
the  basement  would  pronounce  it  a  very  dry  cel- 
lar. That  some  air  does  find  its  way  from  the 
basement  over  the  building,  there  is  no  donbt; 
■but,  as  long  as  the  cellar  is  dry  and  perfectly 
clean,  there  is  no  fault  to  find  with  this;  in  fact, 
.it  is  an  advantage  in  the  present  state  of  the  ven- 
tilation. If  the  ceiling  were  plastered,  and  the 
upward  passage  of  the  air  thus  retarded,  the  air 
of  the  upper  rooms  would  probably  be  worse  than 
.it  is. 

The  Weston-street  Primary  School. 
This  schooihouse  is  of  recent  construction,  and 
•everything  in  the  building  itself  is  in  good  order. 
The  only  suggestion  that  1  should  have  to  make 
would  be  that  the  portions  of  the  basement  de- 
voted to  the  water  closets,  especially  to  the  boys' 
urinals,  be  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  base- 
ment, and  be  provided  with  more  efficient  venti- 
lation; and  further,  that  the  doors  in  the  fresh-air 
ducts  leading  to  the  rooms  above,  in  this  part  of 
the  basement,  be  fixed  so  that  they  cannot  be 
opened. 

In  regard  to  the  various  details  which  have 
lieen  thus  far  discussed,  it  is  my  feeling  that, 
-while  there  are  some  objectionable  features 
-which  can  be  and  should  be  corrected,  there  is 
jiothing  that  can  be  justly  called  "pestilential"  in 
.the  location  or  surroundings  of  the  several  school 
buildings,  nor  can  they  be  stigmatized  as  a  "dis- 
grace to  civilization."  In  fact,  to  judge  from  the 
published  reports  of  investigations  made  in  other 
cities,  the  Boston  schools  will  compare  favorably 
with  those  of  any  other  city  in  respect  to  general 
cleanliness  and  to  the  care  bestowed  upon  them. 
Ventilation  of  the  Buildings. 

We  come  now  to  what  I  regard  as  the  most  im- 
portant matter,  and  that  is  the  ventilation  of  the 
-schoolrooms.  My  examination  shows  conclusive- 
ly that  the  ventilation  is  very  defective,  and  that 
the  average  condition  of  the  air  which  is  breathed 
by  scholars  and  teachers  is  far  from  satisfactory. 
1  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary  to  argue  as  to 
the  unwholesomeness  of  air  that  is -rendered  im- 
pure by  breathing,  or  to  attempt  to  fix  on  just 
-win  h  one  of  the  products  of  respiration  it  is  that 
causes  the  injurious  effects;  it  is  safficient 
for  our  present  purpose  to  know  that 
one       of      these     products,       carbonic       acid, 


admits  of  easy  determination,  and,  in 
cases  where  we  do  not  have  to  deal  with  artificial 
illumination,  may  be  fairly  taken  as  an  index  of 
impurity.  Pure  out-of-door  air  contains  about 
0.3  volume  of  carbonic  acid  in  1000  volumes  of  air, 
although  the  average  amount  in  the  air  of  the 
city  would  be  nearer  to  0.4  volume.  The  air  of  a 
room  constantly  occupied  cannot  be  regarded  as 
pure  if  the  carbonic  acid  rises  much  above  0.6  or 
0.7;  although,  in  cases  where  the  room  is  occupied 
only  for  a  short  time,  an  increase  to  1.0  volume 
in  1000  need  not  cause  alum.  This  limit  of  1.0 
volume  in  1000  I  do  not  think  is  unreasonable  for 
public  schoolrooms;  and  if  the  amount  of  car- 
bonic acid  rises  above  this  limit  the  ventilation 
must  be  regarded  as  deficient. 

Taking,  then,  1.0  volume  of  carbonic  acid  in 
1000  volumes  of  air  as  the  largest  allowable 
amount,  we  find  that  in  the  Sherwin  School, 
which  proved  to  be  the  worst  of  the  three,  the 
lowest  figure  obtained  in  any  schoolroom,  after 
the  scholars  had  been  in  their  seats  as  much  as 
half  an  hour,  was  1.43,  and  the  average  of  15 
samples  was  1.79.  The  details  of  the  examina- 
tions are  given  in  Table  I.  The  inadequacy  of  the 
ventilation  appears  not  only  from  tue  chemical 
examination,  but  from  an  inspection  of  the  ven- 
tilating apparatus  itself.  From  a  corner  of  each 
room  a  wooden  tlue  extends  vertically  to  the  roof- 
chamber,  and  thence  almost  horizontally  to  the 
centre  of  the  roof.  At  the  centre,  all  the  flues 
meet  in  a  chamber  5  feet  by  13  feet,  which  ex- 
tends through  the  roof,  and  forms  a  louvred 
cupola.  From  some  of  the  rooms  a  second  flue 
passes  up  in  the  wall;  in  these  I  found  the  upward 
current  of  air  was,  as  a  rule,  very  slight,  and  that 
in  some  cases  the  current  was  actually  downward. 
This,  I  am  told,  is  generally  the  case  in  winter. 
A  number  of  measurements  of  the  velocity  of  the 
air  issuing  from  the  various  flues  showed  that  the 
amount  of  air  discharged  was  altogether  inade- 
quate to  meet  the  requirements  of  anything  like 
food  ventilation,  and  where  the  current  in  the 
ues  was  downward  the  air  thus  brought  into  the 
rooms  below  must  be,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
that  which  had  been  discharged  by  the  other  flues. 
In  the  Weston-street  School  the  condition  of 
things  is  somewhat  better  than  in  the  Sherwin; 
but  as  one  enters  the  rooms  near  the  close  of  the 
session,  the  air  is  frequently  offensive,  as  far  as 
my  observation  extends.  The  air  in  the  corri- 
dors, however,  always  seems  fresher  than  in  the 
Sherwin,  a"d  this  is  borne  out  by  the  chemical 
examination.  The  results  of  the  determination 
of  carbonic  acid  are  contained  in  Table  II.,  and 
show  an  average  of  1.37  volume  in  1000;  they 
show,  also,  that  at  the  time  of  one  examination, 

.  the  air  in  some  of  the  rooms  was  up  to  the  stand- 
ard which  I  have  suggested  as  allowable.  By  a 
judicious  use  of  the  double  windows,  with  which 
these  rooms  are  provided,  it  would  be  possible  to 
keep  a  better  condition  of  things  than  is  shown  in 
some  of  these  examinations;  but  withoat  the 
use  of  the  windows  surlici'-nt  ventilation 
would  not  be  secured.  In  the  case  of  this 
school  metal  ducts  are  employed,  lead- 
ing two  from  each  room  to  one  of  two 
turrets  at  either  end  of  the  building.  The  pipes 
are  fourteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  discharge 
into  a  cylindrical  metal  chamber  four  and  a  half 
feet  in  diameter,  and  surmounted  by  a  cap.  I 
have  measured  the  velocity  of  the  air  issuing  trom 
the  entire  ventilator,  and  from  the  separate  Hues, 
and  satisfied  myself  that  the  amount  discharged 
is  insufficient  to  keepjup  the  standard  of  purity. 
Without  attempting  to  base  too  accurate  conclu- 
sions on  scanty  data,  I  should  say,  roughly,  that 
on  the  two  occasions  when  I  made  the  measure- 
ments there  was  not  more  than  from  one-quarter 
to  one-third  as  great  a  discharge  as  would  he 
necessary  to  keep  the  air  in  the  rooms  reasonably 
pure. 

The  Franklin-place  School  is  a  small  building 
containing  on'y  four  rooms.  Each  room  is  about 
thirty  feet  by  twenty-four  feet,  and  furnished 
with  fitty-six  seats.  The  children  are  all  small. 
The  only  provision  fop. Ventilation  is  by  flues  in 
the  chimney,  and  this  is  entirely  inadequate. 
Still  the  chemical  examination  showed  an  aver- 
age of  only  1.49  volume  of  carbonic  acid,— an 
amount  sufficiently  large  in  itself,  but  not  much 
greater  than  was  found  as  the  average  in  the 
Weston  School.  The  details  of  the  examination 
are  given  in  Table  III.  It  will  probably  be  a  mat- 
ter of  surprise  that  the  air  was  not  worse.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  in  every  room  the  windows  were 
partly  open,  and  there  is  much  more  air  received 

'  from  the  basement  than   in  the  Weston  School ; 
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there  is  probably  also  more  "natural  ventilation" 
through  the  walls.  The  condition  ol  things  is, 
however,  not  satisfactory. 

In  thus  calling  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
ventilation  in  the  schoolhouses,  and  in  express- 
ing the  opinion  that  measures  should  be  taken 
to  remedy  the  evil,  I  am  well  aware  of  certain  ar- 
guments which  may  be  offered,  which  have  also 
some  weight.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that  many  shol- 
ars  spend  their  sleeping  hours,  if  no  others,  in 
places  where  the  air  is  as  bad  as  it  is  in  the 
schoolrooms,  and  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
show,  in  such  cases,  that  any  bad  effect  is  pro- 
duced by  the  few  hours'  stay  in  school.  There 
are,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  many  children 
who  would  undoubtedly  suffer  injury  by  an  hour's 
stay,  day  after  day,  in  an  atmosphere  con- 
taining from  1.5  to  2.0  volumes  in  1000  of 
carbonic  acid  with  the  accompanying  prod- 
ucts of  respiration  and  perspiration.  More- 
over, the  teachers,  who  remain  in  doors,  as  a  rule, 
during  the  entire  session,  and  who  have  the  care 
and  worry  from  which  the  scholars  are  free, 
ought  not  to  be  required  to  spend  their  days  in 
such  an  atmosphere  as  exists  in  many  of  our 
schoolrooms.  Indeed,  I  think  the  complaints 
made  by  teachers  in  the  Sherwin  School  are  well 
founded,  although  1  cannot  help  feeling  that  the 
discomfort  is  increased  by  the  temperature  at 
which  the  rooms  and  corridors  are  kept. 

In  urging  attention  to  the  ventilation  of  the 
school  buildings,  I  recognize  the  fact  that  the 
present  condition  of  things  is  nothing  new,  or  of 
sudden  development.  The  Sherwin  School  is 
probably  not  much,  if  any,  worse  than  other 
schools  of  the  same  type  of  construction  are,  and 
have  been  since  they  were  built.  Attention  was 
called  to  the  matter  five  years  ago  by  Dr.  F.  W. 
Draper,  ia  a  report  to  the  City  Board  of  Health. 
Table  IV.  contains  some  of  the  results  of  the  in- 
spection made  at  that  time,  as  compared  with  the 
present  observations. 

I  admit  that  the  condition  of  the  air  in  the 
schoolhouses  is  not  worse  than  in  manv  lecture 
halls,  reading  rooms,  places  of  amusement,  or  in 
schoolhouses  in  other  places;  but  I  cannot  regard 
this  as  an  argument  which  has  any  great  weight, 
except  so  far  as  it  shows  that  there  is  no  immedi- 
ate necessity  for  dismissing  the  schools,  as  some 
have  seemed  to  think,  while  the  plans  for  the  de- 
sired alterations  are  being  perfected. 

I  do  not  consider  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
the  chemical  examination  of  the  air  in  other 
schools,  unless  it  is  decided  to  take  some  meas- 
ures to  correct  the  existing  evil.  In  such  case 
there  are  some  points  on  which  further  informa- 
tion might  be  desirable.  As  to  the  actual  state  of 
the  air  in  the  schools,  I  think  we  have  in  me  pres- 
ent report,  and  in  the  previous  one  by  Dr.  Dra- 
per, all  the  information  needed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  Ripley  Nichols. 
Mass.    Institute  of    Technology,    Boston,  March 

23,  1880. 

Alderman  Slade— The  committee  deemed  this 
matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  get  the  docu- 
ment printed,  as  the  public  were  pretty  generally 
stirred  up  about  this  matter  some  two  or  three 
weeks  ago.  By  reading  this  very  carefully  it  will 
be  found  that  there  was  n't  any  necessity  for 
quite  so  much  a  scare  as  there  seemed  to  be  at  the 
time.  I  hope  the  Board  will  look  this  over  care- 
fully, for  they  will  see  there  is  no  harm  done. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND    ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order  tor  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estate  of  F.  Barton  Brown,  50  Telegraph  street. 
Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  of  William  H.  Milton, 
2356-2362  Washington  street,  Roxbury. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  in  front  of  es- 
tates of  Charles  Hunt,  on  Neponset  avenue,  near 
Chickatawbut  street.    Order  passed. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to  move  wooden 
buildings  on  the  usual  conditions  by  W.  R.  Cava- 
nagh  from  East  Chester  park  near  Albany  street 
to  East  Chester  park  near  Swett  street,  and 
George  W.  Hargrave  from  248  Princeton  street  to 
232  Bennington  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  grauting  petitions  of  Alex. 
McMurtry  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Ward 
25;  Thomas  White,  Jr.,  to  sprinkle  streets  in  Dor- 
chester; Adoniram  Curtis,  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  this  city.    Accepted. 


Report  and  order,  that  the  edgestone  assess- 
ment of  $3-1.86  against  the  estate  of  Maria  Dove- 
on  Quincy  street,  Roxbury,  be  and  the  same  is 
heieby  abated,  for  the  reason  that  when  Quincy 
street  was  widened  she  gave  528  feet  of  her  land 
for  thai  purpose,  without  compensation.  Order 
passed. 

Report  and  order,  that  permission  be  granted' 
to  the  New-England  Life  Insurance  Company  and; 
others  to  erect  a  statue  of  Leif  Ericsson  in. 
Post-Office  Square,  said  estate  to  be  placed  on 
said  square  within  the  area  colored  red  on  a  plan 
drawn  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  city  surveyor,  dated 
March  29,  1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
said  city  surveyor;  provided,  that  said  statue 
shall  be  erected  without  expense  to  the  city. 
Order  passed, 

SOOTH  BOSTON  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Walbridge  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  granting  leave  to  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  to  run  its  cars  through  Summer,  Lin- 
coln ana  Beach  streets  instead  of  Chauncy  street 
and  Harrison  avenue. 

Alderman  Walbridge — If  the  Board  see  fit  to> 
reconsider,  I  would  move  to  refer  the  subject 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  1  have  also> 
petitions  here  signed  by  Hon.  P.  A.  Colhns  and 
209  others,  A  Ipheus  Stetson  and  256  others,  Hon- 
Charles  J.  Noyes  and  122  others,  and  by  a  large 
number  of  people  doing  business  on  Washington 
street  in  the  vicinity  of  where  these  cars  now  run, 
all  opposed  to  the  proposed  change  of  the  route, 
I  hope  that  order  will  be  referred  back  to  the 
committee. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed. 

Alderman  Slade — 1  suppose  the  Alderman  is  go- 
ing to  make  a  motion  to  recommit,  as  he  suggest- 
ed. I  want  to  take  occasion  to  say  that  if  this  is 
not  a  tempest  in  a  teapot,  I  don't  know  what  was 
ever  entitled  to  that  name.  You  all  recollect, 
about  three  weeks  ago,  we  put  in  an  order  to  re- 
move the  track  in  Chauncy  street,  at  the  corner 
of  Bedford  street,  to  one  side  of  the  street,  on  ac- 
count of  the  taking  down  of  the  building,  former- 
ly the  old  church.  The  builders  thought  they 
must  have  a  little  more  room  in  the  street;  hence, 
that  order  was  passed.  Two  or  three  days  after 
that,  the  Committee  on  Paving  went  up  there  to> 
see  just  how  it  loolted,  and  some  of  the  abutters- 
on  the  opposite  side  rather  objected  to  that  being; 
done.  They  thought  it  was  going  to  clutter  up- 
the  street  and  create  such  blocks  as  would  render 
it  impossible  to  do  business.  While  we  were 
standing  there,  one  gentleman,  doing  business  on 
that  street,  suggested  that  we  look  up  the  street, 
and  we  did  so,  and  saw  four,  five  or  six  cars  at  a. 
time.  The  suggestion  was  made  that  if  a  portion 
of  those  cars  were  taken  out  of  that 
street  they  could  get  along  without  mov- 
ing the  track.  it  was  suggested  that 
the  South  Boston  cars  should  take  their  course 
down  another  way,  which  seems  to  me  the  proper- 
route  for  them  to  go.  I  cannot  see  what  they 
wish  to  crowd  them  through  that  crowded  street 
in  the  daytime  lor.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  has  accused  the 
Metropolitan  and  Middlesex  companies  of  putting, 
up  this  job.  I  am  free  to  say  that  no  word  has- 
ever  been  exchanged  in  relation  to  the  matter 
between  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  any  rail- 
road company.  The  thing  started  then  and  there 
on  that  spot,  and  it  is  only  for  a  temporary  pur- 
pose. The  order  simply  says  they  are  to  be  re- 
moved for  a  temporary  purpose.  It  was  never 
intended  to  be  permanent.  I  want  to  make  this- 
explanation  here.  There  is  no  necessity  for  all 
this  talk  that  has  been  made  in  the  papers  the 
last  day  or  two  about  this  matter.  I  do  not  ob- 
ject to  referring  it  back  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Flynn— 1  do  not  know  that  I  can  say 
anything  in  addition  to  what  the  Alderman  has 
said,  except  to  indorse  every  word  he  has  uttered 
in  relation  to  this  matter.  As  he  has  very  well 
said,  the  committee,  after  examining  that  street, 
were  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  too  narrow  for  travel 
and  business,  with  the  ten  feet  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  occupy  by  Wellington  Brothers,  or  who- 
ever is  going  to  build  on  Chauncy  street.  If  this^ 
number  of  cars  go  there,  with  the  Metropolitan 
cars  which  run  on  that  street,  it  will  allow  busi- 
ness men  there  to  do  no  business  at  all.  We  found 
the  South  Boston  road  was  running  double  the 
number  of  cars  that  the  Metropolitan  was.  All 
that  the  committee  asked  for  was  that  they 
might  run  down  Lincoln  street  while  this  large 
building  is  being  erected  on  Chauncy  street.  I 
have  been  accused  of  acting  in  the  interest  of  the 
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Metropolitan  Railroad  anrl  getting  the  South  Bos- 
ton off  that  street  on  to  South  street.  As  Alder- 
man Slade  has  said,  I  never  had  any  conversa- 
tion with  the  president  of  either  of  those  roads  in 
regard  to  it.  It  was  all  done  by  the  committee  then 
and  there.  The  pres-ident  of  the  South  Boston 
road  was  before  the  committee  last  Thursday 
and  was  asked  if  he  would  not  consent  to  a  few 
of  his  cars  running  down  there.  He  said  no,  and 
■did  not  seem  desirous  of  accommodating  the 
■business  men  at  all.  It  is  for  this  Board  to  say 
whether  they  will  sustain  the  committee  and 
accommodate  the  business  people.  I  think  a  por- 
tion of  the  cars  should  run  down  there. 

Alderman  Walhridge— In  making  the  motion  I 
did,  I  thought  some  arrangement  could  be  made 
by  which  a  part  of  the  cars  could  no  that  way, 
and  a  part  the  other  way.  But  this  is  the  first  I 
have  heard  of  the  president  refusing  such  a  re- 
quest. I  would  state  that  on  last  Saturday,  from 
ten  minutes  before  four  to  twenty  minutes  past 
six,  they  took  up  298  passengers  on  Chauncy 
street,  Harrison  avenue  and  Beach  street.  I  have 
no  doubt  some  arrangements  can  be  made  for  the 
mutual  accommodation  of  the  Metropolitan  and 


South  Boston  roads,  and  the  people  doing  busi- 
ness on  that  street,  and  I  hope  there  will  be. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walhridge,  the  order  and  the 
petitions  presented  by  him  were  referrei  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

THE  JURY  LIST. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  jury  list  for 
1880  81  was  taken  Irom  the  table. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  see  there  have  been  some 
amendments  to  the  list  since  it  was  originally 
presented  to  the  Board,  and  I  have  been  request, 
ed  to  ask  that  a  name  be  added.  1  move  that  the 
name  of  Oliver  H.  Spurr  be  added  to  the  list  from 
"Ward  24.    Carried. 

Alderman  Whitten  moved  that  the  name  of 
Leonard  H.  Howe  of  Howe's  court,  Dorchester, 
be  added.    Carried. 

Alderman  Woolley  moved  that  the  name  of  Al- 
mon  W.  Fernald  of  Ward  16  be  added.    Carried. 

The  City  Clerk  suggested  that  the  vote  to  add 
the  names  be  upon  the  condition  that  the  parties 
are  qualified  and  have  not  served  within  three 
years,  and  it  was  so  ordered  by  the  Board. 

The  li.-t  as  amended  was  accepted. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn. 
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papers  from  the  board  of  aldermen. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Water  of  a  re- 
quest from  the  Water  Hoard  for  leave  to  sell  lands 
not  needed  in  the  construction  of.  the  Mystic  Val- 
ley Sewer.    Concurred. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  Beacon  Oil  Com- 
pany to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  on  their  wharf, 
Chelsea  street.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing 
better  means  of  ventilation  for  the  Aldermen's 
room.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  school- 
houses;  and  order  for  the  improvement  of  the 
■sea  s  of  ventilating  the  school  buildings  during 
the  summer  vacation.  (City  Doc.  52.)  Order 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  calling  for  a  report  on  the  non-removal  of 
loam  from  Sudbury  River  Basin,  and  for  informa- 
tion as  to  whether  there  is  not  on  file  a  communi- 
cation from  the  late  City  Engineer  expressing  the 
opinion  that  such  non-removal  of  loam  would  en- 
danger the  purity  of  the  water.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  for  the  City  Engineer  to  report  on  the 
present  condition  of  said  basin,  on  the  purity  of 
the  water,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  remov- 
ing the  loam,  etc.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  transfer  from  unexpended  balances 
of  appropriations  8544.78  for  the  expense  of  con- 
structing a  sewer  in  front  of  the  old  Poor  estate, 
in  Dorchester.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  for  additional  expenditure  of  $50  for 
the  purchase  of  the  portrait  of  Admiral  Winslow. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

NEW  BRIDGE  TO  CHARLESTOWN. 

An  order  came  down  tor  the  Committee  on  the 
3Sew  Bridge  between  Boston  and  Charlestown  to 
visit  other  cities  to  obtain  information  as  to  the 
best  plan  for  said  bridge,  the  expense  not  to  ex- 
ceed $1,000. 

The  question  "was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  moved  to  indefinitely 
postpone,  and  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  requested 
reasons  for  such  action. 

.Mr.  Parkman — I  have  no  knowledge  who  the 
members  of  the  committee  are,  but  I  do  not  see 
the  reason  tor  passing  the  order.  It  I  were  on 
that  committee  1  do  not  think  I  should  gain  much 
information  by  travelling  around  to  look  at  the 
construction  of  bridges  in  other  cities.  It  is  pe- 
culiarly a  subject  for  a  report  from  an  engineer, 
and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  necessity  for  the 
whole  committee  to  make  such  an  excursion. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  really  think  it  would 
be  bad  judgment  on  our  part  to  pass  this  order, 
and  I  agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  Furthermore,  the 
introduction  of  this  order  is  an  attempt  to  fore- 
stall the  action  of  the  City  Council  upon  the  ques- 
tion. An  order  was  passed  at  the  first  of  the  year 
contemplating  the  obtaining  of  information  by 
departments  as  to  the  manner  of  doing  the  same 
business  in  other  cities,which  was  finally  amended 
by  providing  that  the  information  should  be  ob- 
tained by  written  communications.  I  think  that 
could  be  done  in  this  case  to  a  great  extent.  It 
will  also  lead,  I  much  fear,  to  other  committees 
asking  for  similar  favors.  It  is  very  easy  to  find 
a  pretext  for  a  request  of  this  kind.  I  hope  the 
order  will  not  pass  in  its  present  form,  and  shall 
vote  for  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  to  specially 
assign  the  subject  to  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  which 
Mr.  Coe  objected  on  account  of  the  consideration 
of  the  appropriation  bill  this  evening. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — It  is  perfectly  immaterial 
to  me  whether  the  order  is  passed  or  not.  1  de- 
sire to  give  two  reasons  which  induced  the  com- 
mittee to  offer  it.  Gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
against  it  have  shown  that  they  are  ignorant  of 
the  situation  of  the  ground  where  thin  bridge  is 
proposed  to  be  placed.  It  is  not  as  if  we  had  a 
bridge  from  one  shore  to  another,  as  all  the 
bridges  round  about  Boston    are    situated.    The 


situation  is  entirely  different  in  this  case.  We 
have  not  only  the  river  to  cross,  but  we  have 
Causeway  street  on  one  side  and  Water  street  on 
the  other;  we  have  a  line  of  railroad  between 
Water  street  and  the  river  on  one  side,  and  a 
line  of  railway  on  Causeway  street  on  the  other 
side.  The  number  of  trains  constantly  passing 
through  those  two  streets  and  interrupting  travel 
is  increasing,  and  the  probability  is  in  a  year  or 
two  it  will  call  for  some  very  effective  measures. 
From  information  already  obtained  the  commit- 
tee find  they  will  have  to  "have  a  bridge  which  will 
be  an  anomaly  in  this  part  of  the  country.  They 
desire  to  have  one  with  a  floor  on  the  level  of  the 
present  bridges,  and  another  floor  which  will  go 
over  these  two  railroad  tracks.  It  has  been  said 
this  is  not  practicable.  But  there  is  a  bridge 
built  on  this  plan  in  Philadelphia  which  has  been 
in  operation  some  years — that  is  the  bridge  we 
want  to  see.  All  the  bridges  here  are  pile  bridge.-. 
That  bridge  is  of  iron  built  on  columns.  In  order 
to  satisfy  ourselves  that  it  is  what  we  want  we  de- 
sire to  visit  Philadelphia  and  see  it.  If  the  Coun- 
cil think  the  committee  will  go  off  junketing,  they 
will  vote  against  the  order.  If  they  think  the  rea- 
sons given  are  sufficient,  let  them  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Wheeler— For  the  reasoas  already  given  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  engi- 
neer on  the  subject.  The  opinion  of  a  committee 
of  noa-professionals  will  not  be  of  use.  When 
the  proper  time  comes  we  can  send  the  City  En- 
gineer to  Philadelphia  and  get  his  opinion. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  better 
way  to  satisfy  the  Council  than  to  obtain  the 
opinion  of  a  committee  of  this  Council,  by  allow- 
ing them  to  visit  this  place. 

Mr.  Parkman— The  reasons  given  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Wrard  4  only  show  the  necessity  for  an 
engineer  visiting  that  locality.  In  regard  to  sat- 
isfying the  Council,  upon  bis  theory,  it  would  be 
better  to  have  the  whole  Council  go  there. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  should  like  to  have  them. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  amend  by  making  the 
amount  85000  and  authorizing  the  whole  Common 
Council  to  go. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost. 

Mr.  Sibley  moved  to  amend  so  thit  each  mem- 
ber should  pay  his  own  expenses.  He  hoped  gen- 
tlemen who  do  not  believe  in  the  bridge  would 
meet  the  question  fairly.  He  could  not  see  any- 
thing improper  in  such  a  visit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 
in  order  that  it  might  be  put  unon  its  passage 
tonight. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  read 
a  second  time  and  then  rejected  for  want  of  a 
two-thirds  vote. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin,  Bailey,  Barry,  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  Brirnbecom,  Brintnall,  Brown,  Coe, 
Denney,  Devine,  C.  F.  Doherty,J.  Doberty,  Dona- 
hoe,  Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisher",  Fitzpatrick,  Han- 
cock, Hart,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Howard,  Kendricken, 
Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Murphy, 
ffaaon,  O'Dowd,  Piatt,  Pray,  Rogers,  Sibley, 
D.  .).  Sweeney,  Sr.,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Taylor, 
Ward,  Welch,  \\  hitmore— 41. 

Xays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Hlakemore,  <"hild,  Cliris- 
tal,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Cronin,  Devlin.  Folan, 
Freeman,  Greenough,  .Healy,  Hosley,  Morrison, 
Parkman,  Perkins,  Plimpton,  H.  X."  Sawyer.  N. 
Sawyer,  Swift,  Tucker,  Viles,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Williams,  Wyman— 20. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Messrs.  Kidney,  Lane, 
MoNamara,  Sweetser — 1. 

[The  subject  was  acted  upon  again  later  in  the 
session.] 

FIRST   ASSISTANT   ASSESSOR. 

.  A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of 
George  A.Shaw  as  Fir.st  Assistant  Assessor,  in 
place  of  John  Bryant  chosen  by  this  Council. 

Mi.  Dudley  presented  a  petition  from  Caleb 
Rand  and  other  citizens  in  favor  of  the  election  of 
Clark  D.  Garey. 

Mr.  Bailey  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  only  two  First  Assistants  elected  from 
Charlestown.  The  duties  could  not  be  properly 
performed  by  an  assessor  from  the  city  proper. 
He  knew  personally  that  Mr.Garey  was  competent, 
as  was  also  the  other  candidate  from  that  district, 
and  the  citizens  would  be  satisfied  with  the  elec- 
tion of  either. 

Mr  Whitrnore  said  the  same  reasons  given  by 
Mr.  Bailey  applied  with  equal  force  to  the  election 
of  Mr.  Sliaw  or  Mr.  Murphy.  Ward  12  has  two 
districts  and  no  assessor. 
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A  ballot  was  ordered. 

Committee— M>ssrs.  Kidney  of  Ward  6,  Wynian 
of  Ward  21  and  Maguire  of  Ward  19. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 69 

Necessary  for  a  choice .35 

George  A.  Shaw 29 

John  J.  Murphy 14 

George  W.  Kingman 9 

Clark  D.  Garey 9 

John  Bryant 7 

Clark   G.  Garey 1 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  a  sec- 
ond ballot  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  take  a  recess  of  five 
minutes  to  prepare  ballots. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  objected  to  the  delay  on 
account  of  the  pressure  of  business.  He  thought 
that  because  a  district  has  no  First  Assessor  is 
not  a  sufficient  reason  for  giving  it  one.  His  own 
ward  had  no  First  Assessor.  He  thought  the 
Council  could  not  do  better  than  to  concur  in  the 
election  of  Mr.  Shaw. 
The  ballot  was  taken. 

Whole  number  of  votes 69 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

George  A.Shaw 34 

Clark  D.  Garey 18 

John  J.  Murphy 9 

George  W.  Kingman 8 

There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins 
of  Ward  17,  a  third  ballot  was  ordered. 

Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

G eorge  A.  Shaw 34 

Clark  D.  Garey 5 

John  J.  Murphy 6 

George  W.  Kingman 23 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  election  of  First  Assistant 
Assessor. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail.  I  don't  think  it  will  take  many 
more  ballots  to  settle  this  vexed  question.  I 
move  as  an  amendment  that  we  proceed  to  ballot. 
-  The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost. 
Another  ballot  was  ordered. 

Whole  number  of  votes 69 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

George  A.  Shaw 42 

George  W.  Kingman 24 

J  oh n  J .  Murphy  2 

Clark  D.  Gary 1 

And  Mr.  Shaw  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  John 
Bryant  of  Ward  3,  John  Carveu  of  Ward  6,  and 
Joseph  E.  Hall  of  Ward  24,  as  Second  Assistant 
Assessors  in  place  of  Gilbert  D.  Cooper,  Albert  E. 
Proctor  and  Uoolidge  Barnard  chosen  by  this 
Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  ballots  included  the  names  of  candidates 
from  Ward  12,  which  district  was  now  under  in- 
vestigation. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  withdrew  the  name  of  John  R. 
Pea. 

Mr.  Kidney  called  attention  to  the  contested 
casein  Ward  6,  stating  that  Mr.  John  Carven, 
elected  by  the  other  branch,  had  served  three 
years  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  taxpayers.  Last 
year  he  was  assigned  to  the  district  after  Mr. 
Carney  resigned.  It  Mr.  Carven  is  not  elected 
this  year  a  new  man  will  be  required  in  one  of 
the  most  important  districts  in  the  city. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  it  was  voted 
to  proceed  to  a  ballot  for  Second  Assistant  Assess • 
ors  in  wards  3,  6  and  24. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman, 
consisted  of  four  members,  as  follows:  Messrs. 
Taylor  of  Ward  16,  Child  of  Ward  17,  Parkman  of 
Ward  9  and  Greenough  of  Ward  9. 

Whole  number  of  votes 69 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

Ward    3— John  Bivant 51 

Gilbert  V.  Cooper 15 

John    B.   Rea 1 

Ward    6— John  Carven 35 

Albert  E.  Proctor 34 

Ward  24— Joseph  E.  Hall 63 

Coolidge  Barnard 5 

iBaac  L.  Lucas 1 

Messrs.  Bryant,  Carven  and  Hall  were  elected  in 
concurrence. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of 
James  G.  Davis  as  an  Overseer  of  the  Poor  in 
nlaee  of  Charles  Hayden,  chosen   by  this  Council. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6  a  ballot 
was  ordered. 

Committee — Messrs.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6,  Nason 
of  Ward  3,  Hosley  of  Ward  15. 

Whole  number  of  ballots .68 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

James  G.  Davis 62 

M.  J.  Donovan 5 

Patrick  Donahoe 1 

Mr.  Davis  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  eight  o'clock, 
viz.,  reports  and  orders  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Auditor's  Estimate.    (City  Doc.  No.  48.) 

The  several  orders  in  the  bill  were  read  the  sec- 
ond time  by  their  titles,  and  the  President  began 
with  the  first  order,  on  page  four,  calling  the 
items,  which  were  considered  approved  when  no 
objection  was  offered.  Discussion  and  action  oc- 
curred on  sundry  items  as  follows: 

Board  of  Health.  Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6—1 
should  like  some  information  in  regard  to  the 
item  of  fil2,500  for  public  baths.  The  amount 
asked  for  was  $20,000,  and  the  appropriation  made 
last  year  was  $21,000. 

Mr.  Coe— The  item  of  public  baths  was  reduced 
by  the  committee.  Several  members  of  this  com- 
mittee were  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Bathing  last  year.  They  reported  it  would  have 
been  their  intention  to  ask  for  a  reduction  ot  one 
half,  because  they  were  going  to  discontinue  six 
or  eight  bathhouses  located  near  the  outlets  of 
sewers  where  rhe  water  was  foul  and  the  bathing- 
was  unhealthy.  Further  than  that,  there  were 
two  or  three  new  houses  built  last  year,  and  this 
year  there  will  lie  nothing  of  that  kind  required. 
In  the  judgment  of  the  committee  $12,500  is  suffi- 
cient. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— The  change  is  very  radical.  As  it 
is  a  matter  of  public  health  it  will  be  well  for  the 
Council  to  consider  whether  the  arguments  are 
sufficiently  strong  to  warrant  so  radical  a  reduc- 
tion. They  should  have  had  the  same  weight  some 
time  ago  to  influence  the  Committee  on  Bathing 
to  reduce  their  estimates.  The  baths  need  not  be 
discontinued  on  account  of  discontinuing  those 
houses  on  the  outlets  of  sewers.  They  can  be 
located  elsewhere.  I  am  credibly  informed  that 
some  of  the  houses  are  not  in  the  best  repair,  and 
that  some  new  ones  will  be  necessary.  So  impor- 
tant a  matter,  touching  the  health  of  the  citizens, 
should  receive  careful  consideration.  Some  time 
ago,  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schoolhouses 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  this  Council,  and 
experts  were  authorized  to  investigate  and  re- 
port, which  they  have  done  in  a  document  before 
us.  I  fully  indorse  the  old  maxim  that  cleanli- 
ness is  next  to  godliness.  If  the  children  of  Bos- 
ton are  to  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  pub- 
lic bathing,  it  will  be  a  detriment  to  the  public 
health.  Public  baths  have  been  very  well  patron- 
ized in  the  past,  although  within  the  last  few 
years  they  have  not  been  so  largely  patronized. 
But  the  decrease  has  been  very  gradual  and  the 
appropriation  has  also  decreased  gradually.  But 
I  cannot  understand  why  we  should  make  this 
radical  decrease. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  moved  to  amend  by  allowing  $20,- 
000,  for  public  baths,  the  same  as  was  asked  for 
by  the  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  has  touched  upon  what  has,  perhaps,  been 
too  lightly  passed  over  by  the  committee.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  will  favor  us  with  a 
little  clearer  statement  of  the  authority  on  which 
the  reduction  was  made. 

Mr.  Coe— The  Board  asked  for  $20,000,  and  the 
committee  cut  it  down  to  $12,500.  % 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  was  the  opinion  last  year  that 
the  public  baths  were  conducted  more  loosely 
than  any  department  in  the  city.  There  was  no 
ordinance  regulating  it,  and  it  was  subject  only 
to  the  rules  of  a  joint  committee.  Last  December 
there  was  a  feeling  that  the  department  was  not 
sufficiently  well  taken  care  of,  and  I  believe 
I  put  in  an  order  for  an  oidinance 
to  regulate  it  by  establishing  rules.  Instead 
of  that  the  City  Council  put  it  in  charge  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  This  is  the  first  year  the  Board 
of  Health  have  had  charge  of  it,  and  I  think  this 
reduction  is  too  great.  This  matter  affects  the 
public  health.  Although  there  has  been  a  de- 
crease, yet  we  all  know  the  ttse  of  the  baths  de- 
pends upon  the  kind  of  weather  we  have  in  the 
summer,  and  we  have  had  cool  summers.  If  there 
is  much  warm  weather  this  year,  as  we  are  likely 
to  have,  there  will  be  a  constant  use  of  the  baths 
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There  is  an  ordinance  which  forbids  children 
from  bathing  in  the  docks.  It  seems  to  me  the 
Council  would  be  prudent  if  they  voted  a  larger 
sum  in  order  to  meet  the  possible  contingencies 
of  the  season.  Any  money  left  will  not  be  wasted. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  Board  of  Health  will  lie  put 
upon  their  metle  to  use  it  as  economically  as  pos- 
sible. I  think  perhaps  my  friend  from  Ward  6 
has  asked  for  rather  more  tban  the  Council  would 
be  willing  to  grant,  and  I  offer  as  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment  that  the  sum  be  fixed  at 
$16,000. 

Mr.  Coe — The  Board  of  Health  based  their  es- 
timate not  upon  their  own  experience,  but  upon 
the  expenditures  last  year.  It  was  represented 
to  the  committee  that  several  bath  houses  are  in 
objectionable  places,  at  the  outlets  of  sewers, 
that  it  was  highly  desirable  to  abolish  five  or  six 
of  them,  and  that  then  enough  would  be  left  to 
accommodate  all  likely  to  make  use  of  them. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — How  many  bath  houses 
are  there  now  ? 

Mr.  Coe— Nineteen. 

Mr.  Lauten— And  it  is  intended  to  abolish  six 
or  seven  ? 

Mr.  Coe — That  is  the  intention. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— The  reasons  for  the  re- 
duction given  by  the  committee  seem  to 
me  to  be  very  satisfactory.  We  are  all  desir- 
ous of  looking  out  for  the  public  health,  but  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  conducive  to  public  health  to 
have  people  bathe  in  the  water  from 
sewers.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  32  has 
said  the  department  has  been  loosely  adminis- 
tered. One  of  the  chief  reasons  why  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  Health  was  that  it  might 
be  more  economically  administered.  If  we  ex- 
pect that,  we  should  not  give  them  the  same 
amount  appropriated  in  former  years.  They  had 
no  reason  for  asking  this  amount,  except  that 
it  was  what  was  spent  last  year.  I  hop«  that  the 
report  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore — When  I  spoke  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Baths  being  loosely  administered 
I  meant  only  in  regard  to  its  form.  There  was  no 
ordinance  regulating  it.  I  did  not  intend  to  mean 
waste  of  money.  As  a  matter  of  economy  it  is 
not  well  to  strike  out  one  hall  the  sum  and  crip- 
ple the  efficiency  of  the  department. 

Mr.  Chrisfal  of  Ward  8  asked  where  the  bath 
houses  were  located  which  it  is  proposed  to  dis- 
pense with. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  quoted  from  the  reports 
of  previous  years  in  regard  to  the  large  number 
of  bathers,  and  said  he  could  see  no  reason  for 
dispensing  with  the  houses.  He  thought  the 
amount  named  by  Mr.  Whitmore  was  nearer  right 
than  that  named  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Coe  said  the  committee  made  up  their  mind 
from  the  evidence  before  them,  as  stated  by  him 
previously. 

Mr.  Kendricken  of  Ward  20  said  the  board  in- 
cluded the  expense  of  building  two  more  bath- 
houses, which  was  cut  out  of  the  estimate. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  said  the  management  nf  the  public 
baths  was  an  experiment  by  the  Board  of  Health, 
and  they  should  not  be  crippled  by  too  small  an 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Coe  said  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Health  said  they  were  not  able  to  make  up  their 
minds  except  upon  what  had  been  spent  last 
year. 

Mr.  Whitmore  again  requested  Mr.  Coe  to  state 
the  source  of  the  information,  and  Mr.  Coe  re- 
peated the  statement  that  two  or  three  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates  were 
members  of  the  Bathing  Committee  last  year. 

Mr.  O'Dowd's  amendment  was  lost — 17  for,  41 
against. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  doubted  the  vote,  and  on 
his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Whitmore  was  lost — 
yeas  25,  nays  42. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Barry,  Bowker,  Brint- 
nall,  Christal,  Cronin,  Denney,  Devine,  Devlin, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Fitzpatrick, 
Folan,  Kidney,  Lauten,  Maguire,  McLaughlin, 
Murphy,  O'Dowd,  Rogers,  Viles,  Ward,  Welch, 
Whitmore — 25. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Austin,  Bailey,  Bigelow,  Blake- 
more,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H. 
Clapp,  Coe,  Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisher,  Freeman, 
Greenough,  Hancock,  Hart,  Healy,  Hilton,  Hollis, 
Hosley,  Howard,  Kendricken,  Lovell,  Morrison, 
Nason,  Parkman,  Perkins,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  Pray, 
H.  N.  Sawyer,  N.  Sawyer,   Sibley,  D.  J.  Sweeney, 


Sr.,  Swift,  Taylor,   Tucker,    Wharton,   Wheeler, 
Williams,  Wyman— 42. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Lane,  McNa- 
mara,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Sweetser — 1. 
■  Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tion for  Board  of  Health  from  S57,500  to  $55,000. 
Any  small  reduction  of  this  kind  will  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  taxpayers. 

Mr.  Coe  explained  that  the  committee  had  al- 
ready taken  off  §1500.  There  had  been  an  increase 
in  the  clerk  hire  and  a  transfer  of  an  inspector  to 
clerk  hire,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  reduction 
was  only  about  8400.  He  thought  this  reduction 
could  very  properly  be  made. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  asked  if  the  proposed  increase  of 
the  pay  of  laborers  was  included  in  this  item,  and 
Mr.  Coe  replied  that  the  question  of  labor  has 
very  little  to  do  with  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  Parkman's  amendment  was  lost. 

Boston  Harbor,  §3000.  Mr.  Lar.ten  of  Ward  14 — 
I  know  there  is  a  committee  on  harbor  defences, 
but  I  should  like  to  know  what  this  $3000  is  for. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7— $1500  of  the  amount 
pays  the  salary  of  the  harbor  master;  the  remain- 
der is  to  keep  the  harbor  clear  of  ice.  There  was 
hot  much  ice  during  the  past  winter,  and  the 
amount  appropriated  was  sufficient.  But  if  there 
had  been  much  ice  the  committee  would  have 
been  compelled  to  come  to  the  City  Government 
for  more  money. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2— One  item  is  $500 
for  the  repair  of  boats. 

City  Hospital.  Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  amend- 
ment providing  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  $500  in 
all  may  be  used  in  charity  to  discharged  patients, 
and  be  deducted  from  any  of  the  specific  appro- 
priations for  the  hospital. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  the  amount  had 
been  appropriated  for  this  purpose  last  year,  had 
been  used,  and  proved  very  beneficial  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  physicians,  who  recommended  it  again. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Common  and  Public  Grounds.  $72,500.  Mr. 
Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  should  like  the  commit- 
tee to  give  us  some  information  in  regard  to 
the  increase.  Last  year  the  expense  was  $40,000, 
in  addition  to  which  they  had  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  $1200  and  $4000.  They  have  now 
on  hand  a  greenhouse  for  which  they  paid  $600  or 
$700,  and  it  is  well  stocked  with  plants.  The 
trees  have  been  pruned,  the  fences  have  been 
painted,  and  there  is  about  $7000  in  plants.  The 
Superintendent  also  asks  for  $3300  for  plants. 
Perhaps  the  committee  can  give  us  some  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5 — In  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  there  has  not  been  work  enough  done 
on  public  grounds  for  the  reason  that  the  appro- 
priation was  not  large  enough.  They  have  looked 
into  tne  matter  carefully,  and  taking  the  in- 
creased price  of  labor  and  material,  have  asked 
for  the  amount  they  did.  Many  of  the  trees  are 
in  bad  condition,  many  fences  are  out  of  repair, 
and  the  posts  and  fences  need  repainting,  which 
will  all  cnst  considerable.  When  it  is  done  it  will 
be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder.  If  the  City  Coun- 
cil desire  this  work  to  be  done  they  will  appropri- 
ate the  money  and  the  committee  will  lay  it  out 
to  the  best  advantage.  If  the  parties  in  Brighton 
will  sell  their  land  at  a  favorable  price  the  com- 
mittee will  favor  buying  it  for  a  square. 

Mr.  Healv  of  Ward  10  moved  to  make  the  item 
of  $5000  for  trees  $3000.  This,  with  the  special 
item  of  $1000,  will  make  $4000  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  the  committee  thought  they 
could  judiciously  plant  that  number  of  trees  this 
year,  as  many  are  needed,  especially  in  s quaies 
recently  laid  out.  He  should  not  oppose  this 
amendment  very  vigorously. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  said  that  everybody  ad- 
mired the  conditinn  of  public  grounds.  He  regret- 
ted the  scarcity  of  treason  d  thought  the  old  ones 
sho-ild  be  replaced  with  new. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  said  the  Common  and 
Public  Garden  had  been  well  taken  care  of,  cost- 
ing $36,000,  leaving  less  than  $6000  to  be  expended 
on  the  other  squres  in  the  city.  He  quoted  from 
the  open  letter  of  Mr.  John  Reardoh  as  follows: 

"By  reference  to  City  Documents  No.  20,  1879 
and  1880,  it  will  be  seen  that  my  figures  for  tne 
above  items,  with  the  exception  of  labor  and 
teaming,  are  far  above  those  given  in  the  reports. 
For  instance,  wheres$3200,  less  eight  cents,  were 
expended  in  1879,  and  $3300  in  1880,  for  plants,  I 
allowed  $4000,  and  this,  too,  with  a  knowledge 
that,  according  to  the  last  report,  there  must  be, 
or,  at  least,  should  be,  a  heavy  stock  of  plants  ou 
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hand  which  are  available  for  the  coming  season. 
For  gravel  during  the  two  years  there  has  been 
expended  $1447.20  in  1879  and  $1127.52  in  1880,  a 
total  of  $2574.72,  against  which  I  proposed  to  ex- 
pend $5000  for  that  material;  loam  for  both  years, 
$606.81,  while  I  allowed  $1500;  trees  for  both  years 
$435.50,  against  $1000;  sodding,  last  year,  $504,  my 
figures  being  $1000." 

This  proposition  was  from  a  responsible  man 
who  would  give  bonds  to  carry  it  out. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  to  make  the  amount 
$40,000,  same  as  last  year.  This  is  twenty-five  per 
cent,  above  a  proposition  to  do  the  same  work, 
and  twenty-five  per  cent,  waste  in  any  department 
is  as  much  as  the  tax  payers  can  stand. 

Mr.  Coe — Did  the  gentleman  propose  to  pay  his 
men  $1.75  a  day  ? 
Mr.  Maguire — Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  hoped  Mr.  Healy's  amend- 
ment would  not  prevail,  as  a  large  amount  of 
work  had  to  be  done  on  Commonwealth  avenue 
and  other  squares.    Not  a  dollar  will  be  wasted. 

Mr.  Maguire  asked  it  Mr.  Reardon  did  jot  agree 
to  plant  trees  on  Commonwealth  avenue  and 
grade  all  the  paths. 

Mr.  Sibley  said  Mr.  Reardon  did;  but  when 
asked  by  the  Chairman,  refused  to  specify  de- 
tails. It  was  the  most  indefinite  proposition  ever 
made  to  a  committee.  The  City  Solicitor  would 
never  approve  such  a  contract  as  Mr.  Reardon 
proposed. 

Mr.   Christal    thought  Mr.    Reardon    had    not 
taken  into  account  the  destruction  the  caterpil- 
lars may  do  this  summer. 
Mr.  Lauten  opposed  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Maguire  said  Mr.  Reardon  would  agree  to 
do  the  work  better  than  it  is  done  now. 

Mr.  Christal  asked  what  Mr.  Reardon  would  do 
for  the  caterpillars. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  thought  the  election  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Grounds  and  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Reardon  had  been  settled  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

The  amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Healy  and  Mr. 
Maguire  were  lost. 

Contingent  Fund.  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  asked 
why  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  $3500,  and  that  of  the  Common  Council 
$3000.  He  knew  the  Aldermen  had  a  large  ca- 
pacity, but  could  not  see  why  the  amount  should 
be  more  than  that  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Coe  said  it  was  because  the  capacity  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  had  been  tested  and  found  to 
be  equal  to  $3500. 

Incidental  Expenses — Celebration  of  250th  Anni- 
versary of  Settlement  of  Boston,  $25,000.  Mr. 
Whitmore  asked  what  incidental  expenses  were, 
and  whether  an  appropriation  under  that  head 
required  a  two-thirds  vote  in  every  case.  He  un- 
derstood last  year  that  any  ordinary  expenditure 
could  be  charged  to  that  appropriation  by  a  ma- 
jority vote,  and  that  the  two-thirds  rule  applied 
only  to  public  celebrations  and  other  like  objects, 
as  mentioned  in  the  statute. 

The  President  called  attention  to  page  19  of 
City  Doc.  34,  giving  the  details  of  the  objects  un- 
der the  general  head  of  incidental  expenses.  Mr. 
Pratt  asked  if  voting  this  amount  would  author- 
ize its  expenditure,  and  the  President  said — This 
vote  is  necessary  to  put  the  sum  in  the  tax  levy, 
but  an  order  would  have  to  be  passed  hereafter 
for  the  expenditure  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore  renewed  his  question  and  asked 
for  a  ruling  on  the  subject. 

The  President— It  is  difficult  for  the  Chair  to 
meet  questions  which  have  not  risen  in  the  actual 
business  of  the  Council,  and  he  is  not  bound  by 
any  opinion  he  is  now  giving.  But  he  will  state 
that  these  moneys  now  appropriated  cannot  be 
used  until  a  separate  order  is  passed,  and  an  or- 
der of  that  kind  will  require  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  reduce  the  amount  for 
the  celebration  to  $10,000. 

Mr.  Healy  objected  on  the  ground  that  if  it  was 
desired  to  have  a  large  military  display  the  ap- 
propriation should  be  more  than  $10,000. 

Mr.  Wheeler  favored  the  amendment,  and 
thought  $10,000  sufficient. 

Mr.  Swift  thought  $10,000  would  cover  the 
necessary  expense,  unless  it  was  proposed  to 
have  a  military  display,  the  necessity  of  which  he 
could  not  see. 

Mr.  Christal  inquired  what  the  scheme  was  for 
carrying  out  the  celebration. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2,  said  the  commit- 
tee on  that  subject  had  before  them  ex-Mayor 
Lincoln  and  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  the  latter 
being  the  only  one  who  could  give  any  distinct 


account  of  the  celebration  of  the  two  hundredth 
anniversary,  which  consisted  of  a  procession  of 
the  trades,  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
(the  only  military  organization  then  in  Boston), 
and  a  parade  of  school  children.  Mr.  Winthrop 
thought  there  should  be  a  procession  of  the  trades 
to  show  the  advancement  since  that  date;  also, 
that  the  Fire  Department  should  parade,  that  the 
public  buil'Ungs  should  be  illuminated  in  the  old- 
fashioned  way,  bearing  the  names  ofj  former 
executive  officers  of  the  city.  He  did  not  think 
$10,000  would  be  sufficient  to  cover  such  a  celebra- 
tion. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  attention  to  the  celebra- 
tion on  the  17th  of  June,  1875,  which  cost  $34,000. 
Many  of  the  items  of  that  expenditure  would  have 
to  be  duplicated  in  this.  $10,000  would  be  a  mere 
waste. 

Mr.  Lovell  hoped  that  as  the  Council  had  vir- 
tually decided  to  have  such  a  celebration,  there 
would  be  a  good  one,  on  such  a  momentous  occa- 
sion. He  thought  $25,000  at  least  would  be  needed. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  the  celebration  had  not  been 
decided  upon,  but  was  under  consideration  by  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Maguire  said  the  State  had  been  called 
upon  to  give  the  military  a  new  dress  in  honor  of 
this  occasion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Parkman  was  lost. 

The  appropriation  for  Incidental  Expenses  was 
passed— yeas  65,  nays  0. 

Overseers  of  the  foor.  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward 
23  moved  to  amend  by  making  the  item  for  cur- 
rent expenses  $100,000  instead  of  $101,900.     Lost. 

having  Department,  $900,000.  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward 
23 — I  move  to  amend  by  substituting  one  million 
dollars  for  $900,000,  and  wish  to  present  a  few 
figures  in  relation  to  this  matter.  In  looking 
over  the  expenditures  in  that  department  I  find 
they  have  been  as  follows:  In  1874-75,  which  was 
the  year  just  previous  to  annexation,  the  amount 
was  $1,250,000.  In  the  four  years  previous  to  an- 
nexation, the  average  expenditure  was  $925,000, 
when  the  number  of  miles  of  streets  was  almost 
one-half  less  than  at  present.  In  1875-76  the 
amount  was  $1,025,000,  in  1876-77  $1,000,000,  in 
1877-78  $850,000,  in  1878-79  $750,000,  in  1879-80 
$650,000.  For  the  last  two  or  three  years  an  inad- 
equate appropriation  has  been  made  for  the  Pav- 
ing Department.  The  estimate  for  labor 
on  the  basis  of  $1.75  a  day  adds  one- 
sixth  to  the  cost  of  labor  over  that 
of  last  year,  when  the  appropriation  was  entirely 
inadequate,  and  that  has  been  the  case  for  three 
years  at  least.  I  will  call  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men to  page  61  of  City  Doc.  34.  In  item  No.  2,  for 
repairs  and  maintenance  of  streets,  they  asked 
for  $290,000.  The  average  cost  of  this  work  for 
the  last  six  years  has  been  $280,000.  Last  year  it 
cost  «i270,000,  and  we  have  voted  to  add  one-sixth 
to  the  cost  of  labor.  This  is  purely  a  labor  item, 
and  I  think  the  Council  will  agree  with  me  that  it 
cannot  be  reduced.  Then  in  item  3  the  amount 
asked  for  bridges,  retaining  walls,  etc.,  is  $128,- 
000.  Hardly  any  one  of  them  can  be  taken  out.  So 
all  through  the'iteuis.  Item  4  is  for  the  care  of 
the  streets  in  winter,  $60,000.  It  has  cost  on  an 
average  $57,000  for  the  last  six  years.  Items  5,  6 
and  7  cannot  be  reduced.  If  those  items  are 
passed,  then  we  come  back  to  item  No.  1,  which  is 
the  main  one,  and  is  $750,000  for  paving,  grading 
macadamizing,  gravelling  and  setting  edgestones, 
including  cost  of  labor  and  materials.  There  aie  pe- 
titions before  thePavingDepartment  for  new  work, 
repairs  on  streets,  etc.,  in  all  something  like  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  Since  this  estimate 
has  been  printed,  petitions  have  come  in  for  a 
large  amount  of  work.  If  $900,000  are  appro- 
priated, it  will  be  simply  allowing  $375,000  to  be 
expended  under  the  head  of  item  No.  1.  It  seems 
to  me  that  amount  is  clearly  inadequate.  It  is 
patent  to  everybody  who  has  examined  the 
streets  that  an  insufficient  amount  of  money  has 
been  expended  to  keep  them  in  the  conditiou  they 
should  be.  For  these  reasons  I  have  made  this 
motion  to  amend.  In  doing  so,  I  speak  for  one- 
half  the  committee,  who  were  evenly  divided. 
There  was  no  majority  or  minority  report. 

Mr.  Lauten— The  gentleman  has  said  all  I  desire 
to  say  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving. 
Although  they  approved  $1,276,000,  they  will  be 
glad  to  get  a  million,  if  voted. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— Item  No.  1  is  made  up  by 
taking  half  of  the  amount  asked  for;  undoubtedly 
a  large  expenditure  has  been  petitioned  for. 
It     is     clear     we     cannot     do  everything  that 
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is  asked  for.  We  must  judge  what  shall 
be  done  this  year.  Many  of  these  peti- 
tions have  been  left  over  from  last  ye2r. 
Even  if  they  are  necessary  we  cannot  do  them  all 
now,  and  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  necessary  to  at- 
tempt it.  The  question  is  simply  how  much 
we  propose  to  spend.  The  committee  do 
not  state  what  they  propose  to  do.  They 
say  it  is  impossible  to  decide  at  present  upon 
what  streets  they  can  spend  the  money,  and  they 
will  decide  after  the  money  is  appropriated. 
There  might  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what 
should  be  done.  One  of  the  largest  items  is  $75,- 
000  for  paving  Beacon  street  with  granite 
blocks,  about  which  there  might  be  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  It  may  be  so  with 
many  other  items.  It  seems  to  me  that  $900,000 
will  be  sufficient,  and  we  can  do  as  much  with 
that  as  we  can  afford  to  do  this  year.  AVe  ought 
to  cut  down  the  estimates  somewhere.  The 
necessary  appropriations  this  year  are  very 
large;  the  rate  of  taxation  must  be  increased. 
Here  is  a  chance  to  cut  down  $100,000,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  will  be  particularly  missed.  We  can- 
not do  everything  that  is  wanted. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— The  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations found  that  the  city  must  stop  some- 
where. We  had  pretty  nearly  reached  the  end  of 
our  rope,  and  if  we  did  not  look  out  we  would 
soon  get  where  we  could  not  tax  the  citizens  for 
expenses.  The  amounts  already  asked  for  carry 
the  rate  up  to  $15.40  on  a  thousand,  and  I  believe 
the  citizens  are  not  willing  to  go  above  that.  This 
appropriation  was  $65,000  last  year,  and  some  of 
the  committee  proposed  to  give  $250,000  more.  It 
was  thought  that  was  as  much  as  the  Paving  De- 
partment could  spend  judiciously  in  one  year. 
That  can  be  done  judiciously  in  the  main  thor- 
oughfares, and  the  money  should  not  be  wasted 
by  going  on  to  cross  streets  where  it  is  not 
needed. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  propose  to  vote  for 
one  million  dollars.  In  a  conversation  with  the 
late  City  Engineer,  I  expressed  my  intention  to 
vote  a  small  sum  of  money  for  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment, and  he  urged  me  not  to  do  it,  saying  that 
if  we  did  not  take  care  of  the  streets,  it  would 
cost  us  four  times  as  much  money;  that  the 
streets  had  been  starving;  that  the  city  is  liable 
for  accidents,  and  that  there  is  no  economy  in 
cutting  down  the  appropriation  for  Paving.  I  do 
not  think  a  million  dollars  too  much  to  appro- 
priate for  putting  upon  the  streets. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  shall  favor  a  million  dollars.  We 
are  very  likely  to  fall  into  the  error  of  voting 
millions  for  ornament,  and  being  niggardly  in 
voting  for  measures  of  usefulness.  We  propose 
to  spend  liberally  on  tbe  Back  Bay,  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Broadway,  and  are  willing  to  spend  money 
almost  anywhere  except  upon  the  streets, 
where  it  is  economy  to  spend  it.  I  feel  strongly 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  because  I 
have  also  chanced  my  mind.  There  are  streets 
on  the  Back  Bay,  at  the  South  End,  and  in  almost 
every  direction  which  need  paving  badly  The 
streets  in  South  Boston  need  it  very  much.  I 
have  recovered  thousands  of  dollars  in  damages 
tor  defects  in  the  sidewalk  much  less  than  many 
I  have  seen  in  the  streets  of  Boston.  I  wonder 
that  the  city  gets  along  so  well.  The  streets  have 
been  starved,  as  has  tieen  said.  The  conclusion 
has  been  reached  that  the  tax  levy  must  be  kept 
down,  and  for  the  last  two  years  this  department 
has  not  had  a  sufficient  amount. 

Mr.  Christal — It  is  evident  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  has  been  a  careful  observer  of  the 
streets,  and  from  what  has  been  said  it  is  evident 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  one  of  the  most 
economical  men  in  Boston.  Money  put  into  the 
streets  is  for  a  good  purpose.  There  are  streets 
in  the  heart  of  the  city,  in  the  suburbs,  at  the 
West  End  and  elsewhere  that  need  paving.  It 
has  beer  the  custom  of  this  body  to  deprive  the 
Paving  Department  of  the  money  needed,  and 
the  result  has  been  not  favorable  to  the  city  of 
Boston. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Coe,  to  make  the  amount 
one  million  dollars,  was  adopted. 

Public  Buildings.  Mr.  Whitmore  asked  if  this 
appropriation  included  the  repairing  and  venti- 
lating of  the  Council  chamber  and  adjoining 
rooms,  as  well  as  the  Aldermen's  chamber. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  said  it  did. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  there  had  been  great  com- 
plaints, and  repairs  were  very  much  needed. 

Mr.  Healy  moved  to  make*  the    amount  $75,000 


instead  of  $80,000.  He  thought  the  rooms  did  not 
require  immediate  attention,  and  the  two  branch- 
es could  get  along  witn  them  another  year. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  said  the  matter  had  been' 
carefully  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Public: 
Buildings.  The  City  Hall  needed  painting,  whichr. 
had  not  been  done  siuce  it  was  erected. 

Mr.  Coe  said  it  was  understood  that  the  amount 
asked  for  would  cover  the  repairs  on  the  two 
chambers.  Every  item  of  the  appropriation  was 
needed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  understood  from  some  of 
the  Aldermen  that  they  contemplated  remodel- 
ling their  rooms,  and  that  they  needed  more- 
room.  It  was  a  strange  mode  of  planning  the 
building,  by  which  the  inferior  departments  were 
given  tbe  best  rooms,  while  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, which  really  govern  the  city,  have  such  poor 
accommodations. 

Mr.  Healy's  amendment  was  lost. 

Public  Institutions.  New  building,  House  of 
Correction,  $20,000. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  to  strike  out  this  item. 

Mr.  Coe  read  from  the  report  of  the  Prison  In- 
spectors showing  the  dilapidated  condition  of 
the  buildine  and  the  absolute  necessity  for  a  new) 
one. 

Mr.  Greenough  thought  perhaps  those  whor 
made  the  report  were  guided  by  the  directors.  It. 
would  be  better  to  delay  it  a  year. 

Mr.  Brown  said  it  was  unanimously  approved 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Sibley  said  it  was  the  poorest  building  con- 
nected with  any  of  the  city  institutions  for  the- 
use  of  human  beings,  either  for  living  or  work- 
ing. A  new  building  is  needed  to  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  the  statutes. 

Mr.  Austin— One  point  was  stated  to  the  com- 
mittee— If  the  building  is  not  erected  this  yearrJ 
there  would  certainly  have  to  be  considerable^ 
money  expended  on  the  old  building,  ana  the  di- 
rectors would  be  obliged  to  ask  for  an  extra  ap- 
propriation for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Greenough  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Public  Park,  -Back  Bay,  $325,009.  jThis  item  wast 
passed — yeas  59,  nays  0. 

At  this  point  the  rule  was  suspended,  on  motions 
of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17,  to  enable  him  to  intro- 
duce an  order  in  regard  to  adjournment. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on-, 
Thursday,  April  15, 1880,  at  7%  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  suggested  that  the  Council  should 
meet  next  week,  and  proposed  Wednesday  even- 
iner. 

Mr.  Coe  said  the  Republican  caucuses  would  be 
held  next  Wednesday  evening,  and  many  mem- 
bers desired  to  be  there.  It  was  necessary  to> 
meet  next  week,  as  there  might  be  a  disagree- 
ment between  the  two  branches. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe,  the  order  was  amended,: 
so  that  the  next  meeting  should  be  held  on  Fri- 
day, April  9. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  en- 
able him  to  offer  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote> 
in  regard  to  the  visit  of  the  Committee  on  the-. 
Charlestown  Bridge.    Lost. 

appropriation  bill— (resumed.) 

Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  $l,650,500,viz.— Schooli 
instructors,  $1,050,000;  school  expenses,  School- 
Committee,  $240,000;  salaries  of  officers,  Schoot 
Committee,  $44,000.  The  Auditor  of  Accounts  is~ 
hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  salaries  of" 
instructors,  salaries  of  officers,  School  Com- 
mittee c  r  school  expenses  School  Committee,, 
such  unexpended  balances  as  may  be  needed  to- 
make  up  any  deficiency  that  may  occur  in  either 
of  the  three  named  appropriations. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  the  Council  ought  to- 
give  some  definite  idea  of  its  opinion,  and  for- 
that  purpose  I  move  to  substitute  $1,124,576  for 
sah.ries  of  school  instructors,  that  being  the  sum. 
asked  for  by  the  School  Committee.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  cut  the  amount- 
down  arbitrarily  to  a  million  dollars,  and  the 
Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates  have  added; 
$50,000,  leaving  the  amount  about  $75,000  less- 
than  the  School  Committee  have  asked  for.  I. 
make  this  motion  because  the  Council  have  come- 
off  second  best  in  the  struggle  with  the  School, 
Board.  We  have  had  to  vote  an  additional  appro- 
priation this  year  for  that  department.  We  have 
been  to  the  Legislature  and  desired  to  have  con- 
trol of  these  funds  put  into  our  hands,  which  has-, 
been  refused.    Beyond  that,  we  notice  in  the  de— 
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t>ates  in  the  School  Board  that  they  abate  no  part 
of  their  intentions.  We  have  passed  an  order 
that  the  percentage  of  school  tax  shall  he 
put  upon  the  tax  bill.  We  should  put  the  re- 
sponsibility of  these  matters  over  which  we  have 
no  control.  If  they  ask  for  a  million  and  a  half 
dollars,  it  seems  unwise  to  contest  it,  and  have  to 
back  down  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Unless  the 
-committee  can  state  that  the  addition  of  $50,(00 
■would  satisfy  the  School  Board,  I  should  favor 
the  amendment.  I  think  the  Revising  Committee 
should  state  that  they  have  such  an  assurance. 

Mr.  Coe — I  am  sorry  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  is  so  easily  discouraged  over  the  failure  this 
year  at  the  State  House.  I  think  there  was  a 
point  gained  by  going-  there  and  representing  the 
matter  in  which  it  was  represented.  The  School 
Board  claim,  and  I  suppose  the  law  gives  them 
the  right  to  expend  whatever  they  please,  and  the 
City  Council  have  no  power  to  do  anything  else 
but  appropriate  it,  except  to  close  the  schools.  It 
seemed  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
that  the  amo'int  asked  for  was  very  much  more 
than  should  be  granted  them,  and  they  cut  it  down 
something  like  ? 124,000.  The  committee  were  not 
■entire'y  unanimous  as  to  so  great  a  reduction, 
the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates  added 
§75,000.  The  reductions  made  by  the  School  Com- 
mittee, so  far  as  the  pay  of  school  teachers  is 
■concerned,  is  very  small.  Many  items  are  more 
•extravagant  now  than  at  any  previous  time.  But 
this  matter  has  been  discussed  and  I  do  not  care 
to  go  into  it  again.  The  result  at  the  State  House 
■was  encouraging.  The  vote  was  about  80  in  fa- 
vor of  limiting-  the  expenditures  of  the  School 
Committee  to  the  amount  appropriated.  If  we 
put  it  at  what  we  think  a  proper  amount  for  tbem 
to  expend,  and  they  spend  more,  it  seems  to  me 
•we  shall  go  to  the  Legislature  with  an  added  year 
of  increased  expenditure  by  the  School  Board. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  agree  with  my  friend  oppo- 
site. If  the  Legislature  have  seen  tit  to  say  in  very 
decided  manner  that,  the  entire  management  of  the 
schools  and  their  expenditures  should  be  in  the 
bands  of  the  School  Committee,  as  the  gentleman 
•opposite  has  said,  as  we  have  fixed  the  responsi- 
bility upon  them  by  putting  the  amount  of  the  tax 
toills,  I  don't  see  but  that  we  have  the  right  of  the 
matter  by  acquiescing  in  the  will  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  letting  them  have  the  school  expendi- 
tures entirely  under  their  control.  We  shall  have 
more  claims  to  the  aid  and  countenance  of  the 
legislature  by  taking  that  position  than  the  oth- 
<er.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the  School  Committee 
will  be  allowed  to  have  their  own  way,  and  be 
lield  to  a  strict  accountability  for  their  use  of  the 
public  money. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  a  recess  of  fifteen 
•minutes  was  taken  for  lunch,  after  which  the  dis- 
cussion was  continued. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  the  reductions  made 
by  the  committee  in  other  items,  over  which  the 
City  Council  had  power,  and  continued— The 
whole  controversy  is  on  this  item  of  school  in- 
structors, and  my  point  is  whether  it  is  not  more 
becoming  to  accept  the  situation  and  place  the 
salaries  which  the  School  Committee  say  is  neces- 
sary. If  it  is  too  much,  they  must  face  the  public 
hereafter.  The  principle  is  the  same,  that  the 
Common  Council  having  once  cut  down  the  bill, 
they  ought  to  pass  it  even  if  it  is  larger  than  they 
think  it  should  be.  As  a  matter  of  economy,  the 
course  we  took  last  year  was  a  loss  to  the  taxpay 
■ers.  They  came  back  and  claimed  more  money 
than  they  asked  for  in  the  first  place  by  some 
$7000. 

Mr.  Coe— The  gentleman  assents  to  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  last  two  items,  so  that  the  question 
comes  simply  on  the  first  item,  for  school  instruc- 
tors. The  School  Committee  came  back  and 
asked  for  precisely  the  difference  between  what 
the  committee  voted  last  year  and  what  they 
originally  asked  for.  The  School  Board  this  vear 
asked  fir  more  money  than  they  did  last  year. 
This  reduction  was  smaller  than  was  made  last 
year.  This  item  should  stand  just  where  it  is. 
The  controversy  has  been  going  on  for  the  last 
year  or  two,  and  has  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  taxpayers.  If  I  am  any  judge  of  public 
opinion,  the  taxpayers  and  citizens  sustain  the 
position  of  the  City  Council.  If  we  again  put 
them  in  the  wrong,  and  they  spend  more  money 
than  was  appropriated,  we  have  an  additional 
reason  to  go  to  the  State  House  and  asu  to  con- 
fine the  School  Committee  to  the  amount  appro- 
priated. This  matter  should  stand  just  where  it 
is,  and  let  us  see  how  we  will  come  out  another 
year. 


Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — There  seems  to  be  an 
honest  conflict  of  opinion  between  the  City  Coun- 
cil and  the  School  Committee.  As  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and  one 
who  has  taken  some  interest  in  instruction  gen- 
erally, I  have  been  careful  to  give  this  as  much 
consideration  as  I  was  able.  I  have  today 
spent  considerable  time  in  reexamining  this 
matter,  going  over  the  statutes  showing 
the  relations  between  the  City  Council 
and  the  School  Committee,  and  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  reading  an  able  statement  written 
to  me  personally  by  a  member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, stating  the  case  very  strongly  and  ingen- 
iously for  that  committee.  The  duty  of  making 
appropriations  for  carrying  on  schools  is  laid 
upon  the  City  Council,  who  are  required  to  appro- 
priate sufficient  to  carry  on  the  schools,  with  cer 
tain  requirements  and  restrictions,  for  six  months 
in  the  year.  The  evident  intention  of  the  law- 
makers, and  the  laws  as  they  stand,  were  in  rela- 
tion to  this  department,  as  they  are  to  other  de- 
partments. The  City  Council,  directly  represent- 
ing the  people,  are  to  determine  the  amount  that 
shall  be  raised  in  the  tax  levy,  and  are  to  deter- 
mine the  relative  amounts  of  the  appropriations. 
So  long  as  the  duty  of  voting  the  appropriation 
is  upon  the  City  Council,  it  does  seem  to  me 
it  is  not  only  within  the  power  but  with- 
in the  duty  of  the  City  Council  to  express  its 
opinion  along  with  its  appropriation.  I  think  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Council  is  that  $1,650,500  is  as 
large  a  sum  as  an  aggregate  and  as  a  proportion- 
al sum  with  the  other  appropriations  which  we 
are  required  to  make  as  should  be  levied  for  car- 
rying on  the  public  schools  for  one  year.  That 
being  the  opinion  of  the  City  Government,  why 
should  it  not  express  it  when  the  appropriation 
is  made  ?  If  it  does  not  belong  to  us  by  statute 
or  constitutional  law,  or  by  courtesy  between 
correlative  branches  of  the  City  Government,  to 
express  that  opinion  or  to  have  an  expression  of 
it  by  conference  with  the  School  Committee  as  to 
the  amount  which  should  be  appropriated  to  car- 
rying on  the  schools,  then  I  say  the  laws  ought  to 
be  changed,  and  the  whole  control  of  the  schools 
should  be  transferred  to  the  School  Committee, 
and  the  City  Council  should  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  appropriation.  So  long  as  the  City 
Council  does  have  appropriations  to 
make,  so  long  as  it  votes  as  much  as 
is  required  by  the  statutes,  and  a  rea- 
sonable or  liberal  amount  more,  it  does  seem 
to  me  it  ought  to  express  its  opinion  along  with 
its  appropriation.  While  I  am  sorry  the  City 
Council  has  been  placed  in  the  position  it  has  in 
relation  to  the  School  Committee,  1  do  not  see 
how  it  will  be  humiliating  to  us  if  we  make  this 
reduction.  We  shall  by  it  express  the  opinion 
that  this  is  a  large  enough  sum  to  appropriate  for 
school  expenses.  We  shall  have  expressed  the 
opinion  that  while  the  duty  is  upon  us  to  make 
the  appropriation,  we  ought  to  have  some  say  as 
to  the  amount;  that  we  ought  to  have  that  cour- 
tesy extended  to.  us,  if  we  do  not  have 
the  statutory  right  of  conferring  with  the 
School  Committee  and  fixing  the  amount  to  be 
appropriated.  The  School  Committee  has  shown 
that  it  does  not  intend  to  reduce  its  expendi- 
tures, that  it  does  not  intend  to  yield  an  inch  to 
the  City  Council,  but  that  it  will  stand  by  its  own 
opinion,  and  take  good  care  that  its  opinion  is  in 
excess  of  that  of  the  City  Council,  and  that  there 
shall      be      no      mistake      about      it.  That 

the  School  Committee  have  entire  con- 
trol of  the  public  schools  any  fair-mind- 
ed person  will  understand  by  reading  the 
statutes  in  regard  to  it.  They  have  control  of  the 
instructors,  text  books  to  be  used,  and  all  that 
goes  to  make  up  the  character  ot  the  schools  and 
the  methods  by  which  the  appropriation  shall  be 
expended.  But  they  claim  further  that  they 
have  the  sole  right  to  determine  the  amount 
that  shall  be  expended,  that  when  they  name 
that  amount  they  name  it  not  as  a  sum  asked 
for  the  purpose  of  school  expenses,  but 
as  an  expenditure  about  which  we  have 
nothing  to  say,  upon  which  we  act  in  a 
ministerial  capacity,  and  which  we  must  put  into 
the  tax  levy.  The  public  does  not  understand  all 
these  various  relations.  They  understand  that 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  are  sent  here  to 
direct  the  levy  of  taxes  and  make  appropriations, 
and  the  public  understand  that  the  City  Council 
is  responsible  for  the  amount  so  levied.  They  do 
not  hold  the  School  Committee  responsible.  I 
venture  to  say  there  is  no  idea  among  the  people 
at  the  time  of  election,  that   the   men  elected  to 
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the  School  Committee  are  to  direct  the  levy  of 
taxes  or  make  appropriations.  They  are  not  se- 
lected with  reference  to  that.  The  make-up  and 
personnel  of  the  School  Committee  is  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  business  community  does  not  elect 
them  to  make  appropriations  and  control 
finances.  I  think  it  is  not  at  all  undignified  or 
embarrassing  for  the  City  Government  to  stand 
upon  its  dignity  and  express  its  opinion  with  the 
appropriation  it  has  to  make,  ft  will  meet  the 
School  Committee  half  way,  generously  and  cour- 
teously; it  is  ready  to  receive  all  the  instruction 
and  light  it  can  get  upon  the  matter  of  conduct- 
ing the  public  schools;  it  is  willing  to  cooperate 
with  the  School  Committee  as  a  coordinate 
branch  of  the  City  Government.  The  School 
Committee  did  not  take  such  an  attitude  this 
year.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  was  in 
error  in  stating  that  we  had  to  appropriate  more 
than  they  asked  for  last  year.  My  recollection  is 
that  the  additional  amount  appropriated  this 
year  was  exactly  the  amount  taken  off  last  year. 
Suppose  they  continue  their  policy  of  increasing 
the  supervisors  to  six,  in  the  face  of  the  judgment 
of  the  City  Council  expressed  year  after  year; 
they  may  continue  the  salaries  at  tne  same  point 
they  were  last  year;  they  may  come  here 
for  an  appropriation  for  text  books  and  inci- 
dentals increased  largely  from  last  year,  with  no 
sign  of  retrenchment,  and  force  us  to  pay  them, 
or  else  to  strike  off  the  expenses  where  it  will 
raise  the  fiercest  howl  in  the  community.  Under 
such  circumstances  I  believe  we  are  perfectly 
justified  in  expressing  our  opinion  when  we  make 
the  appropriation.  If  we  are  wrong,  let  the  pub- 
lic right  it  at  the  State  House  or  at  the  polls.  As 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion I  cannot  help  ieeling  the  position  we  are 
placed  in,  in  the  public  press  and  by  public  com- 
ment. I  think  we  cannot  make  any  mistake  if 
we  let  the  amount  stand  as  in  the  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  fail  to  see  the  force  of  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  If  we 
take  a  decided  stand  and  adhere  to  it,  our  inter- 
est would  be  greater  before  the  Legislature  than 
if  we  followed  his  suggestion,  which  would  have 
the  appearance  of  retreating  from  the  position 
we  took  this  year. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  believe  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  and  myself  are  one  in  this  matter.  Our 
intent  is  the  same.  Both  ot  us  believe  the  School 
Committee  are  pursuing  a  course  dangerous  to 
the  community,  yet  they  are  complying  with  the 
strict  letter  of  the  law.  We  applied  to  get  the 
law  changed,  and  failea.  My  proposition  is,  Gen- 
tlemen, we  will  give  you  the  money  you  ask,  be- 
cause we  cannot  help  it.  To  carry  "out  the  gen- 
tleman's suggestion,  we  ought  to  put  on  record  a 
protest  that  the  amount  to  be  expended  ought 
not  to  exceed  one  million  dollars.  We  cut  down 
the  appropriation  last  year,  and  the  result  wa  s 
they  returned  this  yearand  we  had  to  give  them 
what  they  asked. 

Mr.  Whitmore  read  from  the  proceedings  Jan. 
22,  viz. :  The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  au- 
thorizing a  transfer  for  the  School  Committee, 
and  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Coe. 

Mr.  Whitmore— That  was  all  the  dignified 
protest  we  were  able  to  make  last  January.  Those 
six  lines  contained  all  the  protest  the  Common 
Council  had  to  make.  I  do  not  think  the  Council 
stands  in  a  very  dignified  and  commanding  po- 
sition in  regard  to  it.  I  venture  to  ask  how  many 
of  our  constituents  have  seen  that  protest.  This 
year  I  think  the  taxpayers  will  look  at  their  tax 
bills  with  a  great  deal  of  interest.  The  amount 
appropriated  for  schools  is  one  sixth  of  the  whole 
levy.  If  we  have  to  vote  the  additional  sum  in 
January  the  taxpayers  will  not  see  it.  I  agree 
with  tlie  gentleman  on  the  principle,  and  only 
differ  in  the  matter  of  detail.  I  shal1  move  to 
amend  my  own  motion,  by  inserting  the  words 
"that  the  City  Council  express  the  opinion  that 
the  sum  of  $1,050,000  should  be  the  extent  of  the 
appropriation  to  be  used."  In  that  case  we  will 
have  put  the  opinion  on  record. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  am  very  glad  to  see  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  and  myself  are  so  nearly  of  a  mind 
in  this  matter.  Both  of  us  do  not  desire  to  see 
our  public  schools  impaired  in  efficiency,  but  I 
do  not  see  how  it  is  proposed  to  remedy  the  de- 
fect. The  most  definite  expression  of  opinion  is 
to  make  it  in  figures.  What  we  may  attach  to  the 
order  will  go  to  the  School  Committee,  and  be 
seen  by  them  and  by  none  others  except  those 
who  have  interest  enough  to  read  these  proceed- 
ings.   We  have  no  means  of  bringing  it  before 


the  public  except  by  adding  such  an  amendment 
as  he  suggests,  and  voting  the  whole  appropria- 
tion, as  we  will  by  voting  an  ample  appropriation, 
stopping  there  and  letting  the  School  Committee 
come  to  the  City  Government  again  if  they  wish; 
to.  The  fact  of  their  being  obliged  to  come  here, 
and  giving  this  City  Council  an  opportunity  to 
reconsider  the  matter,  will  be  stronger  than  if  we 
pass  the  whole  appropriation 

Mr.  Coe  called  attention  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  week  previous  to  the  one  Mr.  Whitmore  read 
from,  when  there  was  a  long  debate  upon  the 
question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  the  main  question  was 
ordered,  and  the  amount  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee was  adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  to 
the  section  authorizing  the  transfers  by  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  the  following  words: 
-  'Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  money  herein  ap- 
propriated shall  be  expended  for  industrial 
schools." 

Adopted,  after  a  brief  explanation  by  Mr.  Coe 
and  the  Audittr  of  Accounts. 

Mr.  Lovell  inquired  if  the  amount  to  be  appro- 
priated for  schoolhouses  included  what  is  re- 
quired to  repair  tbe  Chapman  School,  ana  Mr. 
Clapp  of  Ward  14  said  that  it  had  been  allowed. 

The  several  orders  in  the  appropriation  bill,  as 
amended  by  the  Council,  making  appropriations 
for  the  city  of  Boston  of  89,915,887,  and  for  the 
city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk  together, 
S10,240,387,were  passed. 

The  order  laying  a  specific  tax  for  the  above 
was  amended  so  that  the  amount  would  be  88,- 
899,786,  and  as  amended  the  orders  were  passed. 

.Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

DIRECTORS    FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

A  report  came  down  nominating  James  K.  Fa- 
gin,  John  B.  Martin  and  Oscar  B.  Mowry  as  L>i- 
rectors  for  Public  Institutions,  with  a  minority 
report  nominating  Albert  T.  Whiting,  John  B. 
Martin  and  Oscar  B.  Mowry,  with  certificate  of 
the  election  of  Charles  Hayden,  John  B.  Martin 
and  Albert  T.  Whiting  as  such  directors. 

Mr.  Sibley  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Coe  objected. 

The  motion  was  lost — 38  for,  20  against — two- 
thirds  being  necessary. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  move  to  reconder  the  vote  in  regard 
to  Charlestown  bridge. 

Mr.  Parkman  and  Mr.  Christal  objected,  and 
the  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule— 32  for,  25 
against. 

"CNFIJTISHED    BUSETESS. 

Order  to  expend  an  additional  sum  of  fifty  dol- 
lars in  repairing  the  Harbor  Master's  office. 
Passed  iu  concurrer.ee. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  regard 
to  public  lands. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  amend  by  Inserting  the 
first  day  of  September  instead  of  the  first  day  of 
October. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  wish  the  Council  to  under 
stand  that  the  report  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
.  as  a  compromise,  some  members  of  the  commit- 
tee favoring  an  earlier  and  others  a  later  date. 
The  reason  Oct.  1  was  fixed  upon  was  it  was  con- 
ceded there  would  be  no  advantage  in  keeping 
the  present  incumbent  in  office  save  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  rents  on  houses.  The  city 
is  trying  to  sell  them.  The  Superintendent  does 
not  prefnd  to  do  anything  else  except  collect 
rents.  An  order  has  been  passed  to  sell  the 
houses.  His  friends  came  in  and  made  the  ap- 
peal and  the  committee  put  it  off  till  the  first  of 
October.  This  office  has  been  condemned  by  pub- 
lic opinion  for  the  last  two  years.  Last  year  Mr. 
Hall  held  over  without  an  election.  It  was 
thought  best  to  wind  it  up.  After  the  first  day  of 
October,  in  all  human  probability,  there  will  be 
nothing  for  Mr.  Hall  to  do. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  have  been  authorized  by  Mr. 
Hall  to  say  that  if  this  amendment  is  passed  he 
will  resign  the  office  on  the  1st  clay  of  December. 
Inasmuch  as  he  has  served  the  city  faithfully 
twenty  five  years,  he  would  like  to  say  he  has 
served  twenty-six  years.  It  is  a  very  small  mat- 
ter for  this  city  to  pay  him  for  two  months'  extra, 
labor  alter  serving  twenty-five  years.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  give  way. 

Mr.  Whitmore — It  is  not  for  me  to  give  way;  I 
am  simply  stating  what  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances have  reported.  This  same  plea  was 
brought  before  the  committee.    I  think  Mr.  Hall 
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can  better  rest  on  a  quarter  of  a  century  than    to 
take  an  odd  number  like  twenty-six  years. 

The  amendment  was  lost.  The  ordinance  was 
passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

THANKS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  School 
■Committee,  tendering  the  thanks  of  that  body  to 
the  Common  Council  for  the  use  of  the  Council 
Chamber  on  March  30,  1880.    Placed  on  file. 

PETITION  REFERRED. 

Petition  of  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Rail- 
Toad  Company  for  leave  to  extend  a  woodeu  build  • 
ing  on  Marginal  street  in  rear  of  their  wharf 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings.    Sent  up. 

THE  DEATH  OF  JOHN  KENNEY. 

.  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Citv  of  Boston,  ) 

In  Common  Council,  April  1, 1880.  j 

The  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  who  were 
requested  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  death  of  Joseph  Kenney,  which  oc- 
curred in  Point  Shirley  Gut  on  Monday,  March  15, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  leport  : 

The  committee  heard  the  statements  of  Mr. 
■Guy  C  Underwood,  Superintendent  of  the  insti- 
tutions at  Deer  Island,  and  .Mr.  William  H.  Porter, 
watchman,  which  were  in  effect  as  follows  : 

On  the  morning  of  March  15,  about  6.15  o'clock, 
Mr.  Porter  was  standing  on  the  upper  end  of  the 
■wharf,  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  island,  and 
saw  two  prisoners  come  from  the  direction  of  the 
yard  and  go  towards  the  beach.  He  ran  after 
them  and  called  to  them  to  go  back.  They  stopped 
a  moment  and  then  ran.  Mr.  Porter  continued  to 
pursue  them  and  fired  hk  revolver  into  the  air 
while  running.  When  he  fired,  the  men  separated, 
-one  running  up  the  beach  and  returning  to  the 
yard,  and  the  other,  who  it  was  subsequently  as- 
-certained  was  Joseph  Kenney,  running  into  the 
■water.  When  Mr.  Porter  reached  the  beach  Ken- 
ney stood  in  the  water,  with  his  arms  folded,  the 
-water  being  about  breast  high.  Mr.  Porter  or- 
dered him  to  come  out,  and  he  refused.  Mr.  Por- 
ter then  threatened  to  fire  at  him  unless  he 
came  out,  and  Kenney  again  refused.  Mr. 
Porter  then  tried  to  persuade  him,  tell- 
ing him  that  if  he  would  come  out  and 
return  to  the  yard,  he  would  not  say  anything 
about  the  attempt  to  escape.  Kenney  refused 
.again,  and  Mr.  Porter  fired  his  pistol  in  the  air, 
aiming  eight  or  ten  feet  above  Kenney's  head. 
Kenney  then  turned  and  began  to  swim  off.  Por- 
ter fired  again,  aiming  about  twelve  feet  away 
from  Kenney.  The  boatmen  had  by  that  time  ar- 
rived at  the  wharf,  and  called  to  Mr.  Porter,  ask- 
ing if  he  wanted  the  boat.  He  replied  that  he 
did,  told  them  to  get  the  keys  from  the  pocket  of 
Ms  overcoat,  which  he  threw  off  while  pursuing 
the  prisoners,  and  ran  for  the  boat,  which  was 
about  400  feet  from  where  he  stood  while  parley- 
ing with  Kenney.  They  got  into  the  boat,  pushed 
off,  and  had  got  a  couple  of  lengths  from  shore 
when  Kenney  sank. 

The  case  was  immediately  reported  to  Mr.  Un- 
derwood, who  caused  the  body  to  be  grappled 
for,  but  without  success!  The  identity  of  the  de- 
ceased was  not  discovered  until  roll-call  in  the 
evening.  Mr.  Underwood  ascertained  from  the 
directory  the  residence  of  Kenney's  father,  and 
the  next  day  sent  a  special  messenger  to  inform 
iiim  of  his  son's  death.  Kenney  was  sentenced  to 
the  island  on  the  11th  of  March,  for  three  months, 
for  drunkenness,  and  had  therefore  been  there 
four  days  when  he  met  his  death. 

-  It  was  a  very  cold  morning,  and  the  theory  of 
the  officers  is  that  Kenney  was  overcome  by  the 
cold,  just  as  he  reached  an  eddy  which  forms 
when  the  tide  is  about  two-thirds  ebb,  as  it  was 
at  that  time.  The  fact  that  he  was  shot  or  not 
cannot  be  determined,  of  course,  until  the  body 
.is  recovered. 

For  the  Committee, 

A.  S.  Brown. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  subject  was  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  eight 
o'clock. 

LEGISLATIVE    MATTERS. 

Mr.  Healy  presented  City  Document  53,  being 
the  tenth  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters.    Sent  up. 

HEALTH     DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health  as  follows: 

Referring  to  the  Board  of  Health  the  order  for 
the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  in  East  Boston.  Ac- 
cepted and  referred  accordingly. 

That  the  ash  carts  are  fully  covered  and  pre- 
cautions have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  wind 
from  affecting  them.    Accepted. 

Report  that  offal  wagons  have  been  placed  in 
Ward  25,  and  no  further  action  is  required  on  the 
petition  of  O.  H.  Martin  and  others.     Accepted. 

Report  that  the  communication  of  the  Board  of 
Health  for  action  prohibiting  interments  in  burial 
grounds  within  the  city  limits  be  referred  to  the 
Legislative  committee.    Accepted. 

Severally  sent  up. 

STATION    STREET. 

Mr.  Lauten  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets  recommending  reference  to 
Street  Commissioners  of  the  order  in  regard  to 
laying  out  Station  street.  Accepted  and  referred 
accordingly.    Sent  up. 

ENGINEER'S     DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  take  action  as  indicated  in  the  order  relating 
to  preventing  sudden  change  in  the  Engineer's 
Department,  for  the  reason  that  the  office  is  so 
arranged  that  even  if  the  position  of  City  Engi- 
neer is  vacated  for  a  short  time  it  would  not 
work  to  the  detriment  of  the  city.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

PARK  FOR  EAST  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order — That 
the  Committee  on  Parks  consider  and  report  upon 
the  expediency  and  expense  of  establishing  a 
park  on  West  Wood  Island,  East  Boston,  as  rec- 
ommended by  the  Park  Commissioners  in  1876. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

ELEVATED  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order  that  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  arrange  with  the 
other  parties  in  interest  for  printing  the  evidence 
taken  and  the  arguments  made  at  the  hearings 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature  upon  the 
subject  of  building  an  elevated  railroad  in  Bos- 
ton, the  city  to  bear  a  proportional  part  of  the 
expense  of  taking  and  printing  said  evidence  and 
arguments,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $700,  to  be 
charged  to  Incidentals. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading,  after  an  explana- 
tion by  Mr.  Healy  that  it  was  desirable  to  have 
the  evidence  preserved  in  permanent  form,  ac- 
cessible for  citizens  to  use. 

USE  OF  ANTE-ROOM  ALLOWED. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  offered  an  order — That 
the  City  Messenger  be  authorized  to  allow  the 
use  of  the  ante-room  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
Common  Council  chamber  to  the  Deputy  Collect- 
ors for  the  transaction  of  official  business,  until 
otherwise  ordered,  when  the  Common  Council  is 
not  in  session.    Passed. 

Mr.  Sibley  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  where 
by  the  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule  so  as 
to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions.  The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and 
the  question  came  upon  suspending  the  rule. 
Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mr.  Coe  and  Mr.  Christal  ob 
jected. 

Pending  the  action,  the  Council,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Pratt,  adjourned— 31  for,  30  against,  and 
stood  adjourned  until  Friday,  April  9,  at  7% 
P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    5,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Superintendents  of  Hay  Scales— North  scales, 
Henry  A.  Davis;  South  scales,  Levi  Chadbourn; 
South  Boston  scales,  John  M.  Johnson;  East  Bos- 
ton scales,  John  A.  Brown;  Roxbury,  Andrew  W. 
Newman;  Brighton,  Benjamin  F.  Paine;  West 
Roxbury,  George  A.  Newhall,  George  James  and 
James  H.  Griffin.    Confirmed. 

Undertakers— John  Feeny,  Thomas  Feely,  John 
Heintz.    Confirmed. 

Weighers  of  Coal— Alonzo  H.  Stowell,  Thomas 
Coleman,  Jr.,  Jeremiah  J.  Callahan.    Confirmed. 

Public  Weighers— George  F.  Watkins,  John  J. 
Killion,  John  McNeil.    Confirmed. 

Measurers  of  Upper  Leather— William  Powers, 
R.  F.  Keith.    Confirmed. 

Trustee  of  Public  Library  for  Five  Years- 
George  B.  Chase.    Confirmed. 

HEARINGS 

were  had  as  follows  : 

On  petition  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  lay  down  tracks  on  P  street 
from  Fourth  to  First  streets,  and  curve  tracks 
into  their  car  house  and  stable.  No  objections. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  petition  of  the  Boston  Button  Company,  for 
leave  to  use  a  stationary  engine  of  fifty  horse- 
power on  corner  of  Oliver  street  and  Atlantic  ave- 
nue; and  on  petition  of  John  H.  Pray,  Sons  &  Co., 
for  leave  to  use  a  stationary  engine  of  twenty 
horse-power  at  558  and  560  Washington  street.  No 
objections  in  either  case.  Severally  referred  to 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 
Daniel  P.  Sullivan  et  al.,  that  suitable  guards  be 
put  around  the  trees  on  Orchard  park. 

lo  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Request  of  School  Committee  for  new  floors  and 
new  blackboards  for  Franklin  Seboolhouse. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  El  bridge  Torrey,  new  wooden,  2  horses, 
Washington  street,  corner  Melville  avenue,  Ward 
24;  William  Walsh,  old  wooden,  5  horses,  Plyinp- 
ton  street,  Ward  17;  Richard  Rich,  new  wooden, 
1  horse,  Maverick  street,  Ward  2;  Richard  Fau- 
cett,  old  wooden,  1  horse,  382  Maverick  street, 
Ward  2. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Edward 
Mclntire,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  to  his 
estate  by  the  construction  of  the  great  sewer  in 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  Ward  24;  Mary  Mahoney,  for 
damages  for  injuries  occasioned  by  a  fall  on 
Kneeland  street,  Feb.  3,  1880;  Agnes  D.  Sim,  to 
be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  the  inse- 
cure condition  of  Albany  street  at  Oak  street; 
Walter  S.  Slack,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  from  insecure  condition  of  sidewalk  62% 
Leverett  street;  Edward  F.  Meaney,  to  be  paid  for 
damages  to  his  estate  on  Wareham  and  Plympton 
streets,  by  construction  of  the  great  sewer. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Charles  Rich- 
ardson et  al.,  that  Lincoln  street  be  repaved  with 
granite  blocks;  William  H.  Quigley,  for  leave  to 
sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Chariestown;  C.  B. 
Huston,  lor  leave  to  place  a  box  and  sign  on 
Washington  street  near  Leland  place;  James  H. 
Lucas  et  al.,  for  edgestones  and  sidewalks  at  121- 
123  West  Sixth  street;  P.  J.  Calnan,  for  leave  to 
sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Chariestown;  Mylod  & 
Richardson  et  al.,  for  a  cross-walk  from  Alexan- 
der avenue  to  Taylor  avenue;  James  C.  White  et 
al.,  that  the  city  would  defray  a  portion  of  the 
cost  of  sprinkling  Park  avenue;  W.  T.  Van  Nos- 
trand  et  al.,  that  Alford  street,  from  Maiden 
Bridge  to  the  line  of  the  tjwn  of  Everett,  be 
paved  with  granite  blocks;  Patrick  Grace,  for  a 
license  to  water  streets  in  Brighton;  Hugh  Gib- 
lin  et  al.,  that  Sixth  street,  between  C  and  E 
streets,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks;  John  A.  Al- 
len et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalks  on  East  Eighth 
street,  between  Dorchester  and  Lowland  streets; 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave 
to     run     additional    cars   on    their   West   End 


line;  S.  A.  Woods  and  others,  for  plank 
walk  on  Fuller  street;  heirs  of  Solomon 
Wildes  et  al.,  for  crosswalk  on  Washington  street 
between  Hanover  and  Elm  streets;  William 
Balch  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalk  on  south  side  of 
Emerson  street  be  paved;  George  K.  Guild,  tfor 
edgestones  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Ward  23;  Jor- 
dan, Marsh  &  Co.,  for  flagging  crossing  opposite 
55  Bedford  street;  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  to 
remove  brick  sidewalk  from  easterly  side  of  Al- 
bany street,  between  Kneeland  and  Harvard 
streets,  and  substitute  therefor  a  stone  driveway; 
Rebecca  W.  Warren,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  37  Ren- 
frew street;  Robert  W.  Gordon,  for  license  to 
sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Chariestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Ezra  J.  Trull, 
Colonel  Fifth  Infantry,  for  leave  to  remove  its 
headquarters  to  15  Pemberton  square,  and  for  an 
appropriation  for  fitting  up  said  headquarters. 

STATE  AID. 

The  report  of  the  Paymaster  of  State  Aid  for 
the  quarter  ending  March  31,  was  received  and 
sent  down.  Disbursements  823,487.00.  Bal- 
ance on  hand  $660.00.  Applicants  for  January, 
1354;  February,  1363;  March,  1398. 

ASSISTANT  CLERK  OF  COMMITTEES. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Clerk 
of  Committees  appointing  James  L.  Hillard  As- 
sistant Clerk  of  Committees.  Confirmed.  Sent 
down. 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT  FOR  MARCH. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  Police  Commission- 
ers, of  the  transactions  of  the  department  during 
March,  was  received.    Sent  down. 

ASSISTANT  CITT    MESSENGERS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Alvah  H. 
Peters,  City  Messenger,  appointing  Assistant 
Messengers,  as  follows: 

Foster  M.  Spurr,  First. 

Charles  E.  Silloway,  Second. 

Frank  L.  Wells,  Third. 

Confirmed.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMOH  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Tenth  report  of  Committee  on  Legislative  Af- 
fairs.   (City  Doc.  53.)    Placed  on  file. 

Report  referring  to  Board  of  Health  the  sub- 
ject of  the  existing  nuisance  on  Havre  and  Paris 
streets.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  inexpedient  to  legislate  on  ordinance 
respecting  the  termination  of  office  of  City  En- 
gineer.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  park  on  West  Wood  Island,  East  Boston. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  on  and  after  Oct. 
1, 1880.    Ordinance  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  referring  to  the  Street  Commissioners 
the  subject  of  laying  out  Station  street.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Health  that  canvas 
covers  are  now  used  upon  ash  carts  when  neces- 
sary.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  "no  further  action"  is  necessary  on  peti- 
tion of  O.  H.  Marvin  and  others,  that  offal  wagons 
be  sent  out  to  Ward  25.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  "reference  to  Legislative  Committee" 
of  the  subject  of  prohibiting  further  interments 
in  city  burial  grounds.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Report  on  Auditor's  Estimates  submitting  an 
order  for  the  appropriations  for  1880-81,  and  for 
the  levy  of  the  annual  tax — being  City  Doc.  No. 
48— came  up  amended  as  follows: 

City  Hospital  item — lusert  "whereof  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $500  in  all,  may  be  used  in  charity 
to  discharged  patients,  and  be  deducted  from  any 
of  the  specific  appropriations  for  the  hospital."  " 

Paving  Department  item— Strike  out  $900,000, 
and  insert  $1,000,000. 

Before  "schoolhouses,  public  buildings"  (on 
page  11)  insert  "Provided  that  no  part  of  the 
money  herein  appropriated  shall  be  expended  for 
the  establishment  of  industrial  schools." 

Also,  on  page  12,  alter  the  sum  total  to  $10,240,- 
387;  and  on  page  13,  alter  the  tax  to  $8,899,786. 

The  several  items  in  the  bill  were  read  by  the 
Chairman. 

The  items  for  Incidental  expenses  and  Back  Bay 
park  were  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

The  amendments  to  the  appropriations  for 
Schools  and  City  Hospital  were  adopted  in  con- 
currence. 
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Paving  Department,  $900,000.  Amended  by  the 
Council,  ,f  1,000,000. 
Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  O'Brien— The  orders  now  before  us 
are  the  most  important  of  the  year,  and  I  do  not 
intend  to  let  them  pass  without  some  comment. 
If  adopted  they  will  fix  the  rate  of  taxation 
higher  than  in  any  previous  year,  with  one  excep- 
tion, and  I  believe  that  the  taxpayers  of  the  city 
are  not  prepared  for  such  a  result.  One  of  the 
hest  laws  ever  passed  by  the  Massachusetts  Legis- 
lature was  the  law  limiting  municipal  indebted- 
ness. It  may  sometimes  stand  in  the  way  of  im- 
provements, but  if  it  were  not  for  that  law  the 
debt  of  Boston  would  today  be  at  least  $10,000,000 
more  than  at  present.  The'  Legislature,  however, 
did  not  go  far  enough.  There  should  be  a  law 
placing  a  limit  on  taxation,  as  high  rates  of  taxa- 
tion, continued  for  any  length  of  time,  interfere 
not  only  with  our  business,  but  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  city  and  the  State.  It  appears  to 
me  that  $13  on  a  thousand  should  be  our  limit, 
and  that  any  advance  on  this  rate  is  money 
wasted.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  this  rate  was  fixed 
as  a  limit  beyond  which  we  should  not  go,  tnat 
the  work  in  every  department  could  be  efficiently 
performed.  The  expenses  of  almost  every  de- 
partment of  the  City  Government  exceeds  a 
reasonable  limit.  It  costs  too  much  to  take 
care  of  our  streets,  to  manage  our  Health 
Department,  our  Police  "Department,  our 
sewerage,  our  public  schools,  and  even  water 
■costs  more  in  Boston  than  in  any  other  city. 
The  Herald  of  Saturday  morning  last  very  ap- 
propriately remarks— and  if  the  Aldermen  have 
not  read  this  article,  I  hope  they  will  give  atten- 
tion to  what  is  said — 

"What  the  appropriation  bill  does  is  to  add 
about  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  the  taxes  that  our 
citizens  will  be  called  upon  to  pay,  and  we  fancy 
very  few  of  them  will  find,  when  they  figure  up 
their  profit  and  loss  account,  that  their  gains 
have  been  in  any  degree  proportionate  to  this  ad- 
vance. The  real  grievance  which  these  high  taxes 
occasion  is  in  the  obstructions  they  put  upon  en- 
terprise. If  a  capitalist,  or  a  company  of  capital- 
ists, contemplate  engaging  in  some  industrial 
undertaking,  the  taxes  that  the  investment  will 
have  to  pay  enter  largely  into  their  calculation. 
If  the  rate  of  taxation  in  Boston,  upon  a  fair  val- 
uation of  its  property,  could  be  kept  down  for  a 
series  of  years  below  one  per  cent.,  it  is  beyond 
question  that  the  material  prosperity  of  our  city 
would  be  greatly  advanced.  As  it  is,  our  city 
fathers  are  doing  their  best  not  only  to  prevent 
capital  from  coming  here,  but  to  add  to  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  each  year  find  it  profitable  to 
move  out  of  the  city,  and  take  up  their  residence 
in  some  less  expensive  locality.  In  other  words, 
instead  of  attracting  people  by  the  lightness  of 
our  taxes,  we  repel  by  their  severity." 

Alderman  Flynn — I  would  ask  if  the  Alderman 
has  the  balance  of  that  editorial  ? 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  have  read  the  whole  of  it. 
It  is  a  very  sensible  article  throughout. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  would  like  to  hear  the 
whole  of  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  no  doubt  the  Board 
would  like  to  hear  the  Alderman  read  the  re- 
mainder of  it. 

It  is  very  easy  to  increase  expenditures  in  any 
department,  but  any  citizen  who  accepts  a  posi- 
tion in  the  City  Council  will  find  it  a  most  difficult 
task  to  cut  down.  Municipal  expenses  and  mu- 
nicipal debts  have,  in  fact,  become  so  alarming 
^nd  are  increasing  so  rapidly  as  to  be  almost  be- 
yond control  unless  legislation  puts  a  limit  on 
them.  Take,  for  instance,  the  debt  of  almost 
every  city  and  town  in  the  State,  and  the  leading 
cities  of  the  country,  and  the  increase  of  indebt- 
edness within  a  very  short  period  has  been  re- 
markable. I  have  compiled  a  tew  of  these  figures, 
and  the  aggregate  debt  of  twenty-one  cities  and 
towns  amounted  to  upwards  of  $413,000,000,  as 
follows: 

Debts  and  sinking  funds  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1880. 

Debt.  Sinking  Fund. 

Boston #42,359,816  #16, 130,150 

Hew  York.. 142,447,400  33,021,985 

Philadelphia 72,273,558  22,186,109 

Baltimore 35,023,798  12,091,719 

Brooklyn 42,257,500  4,781,978 

Providence 9,997,250  1,102,494 

Chicago 15,588,401  

Cincinnati 24,454,291  950,000 

Cambridge,  Mass 3,254,000  605,281 

Chelsea.Mass 1,591,252  123,304 

Newton.  Mass 1,282,778  70,408 


Debt.  Sinking  Fund. 

New  Bedford 1,123,000  104.100 

Portland.  Me 5316,600  360,815 

Salem,  Mass 1,452,678  200,000 

Somerville,  Mass 1,585,000  198,000 

Springfield,  Mass 1,960,750  139,279 

Worcester,  Mass 2,542  300  210,658 

Lawrence,  Mass 1,790,700  40,000 

Fall  River,  Mass 3,186,000  281.000 

Lowell,  Mass 2,281500  240,000 

Lynn,  Mass 2,147,487  455,633 

$413,886,059  §93,292,913 

This  largely  exceeds  the  debt  of  every  State  in 
the  Union,  and  it  is  doubtful  where  we  would 
drift,  if  there  was  not  a  limit  put  upon  such  in- 
debtedness so  far  as  Massachusetts  is  concerned. 
The  total  debt  of  every  State  in  the  Union  is  now 
$266,638,000,  while  the  debt  of  these  twenty-one 
cities  and  towns  amounts  to  $413,886,059. 

The  rate  this  year  will  be  about  $15.57 on  a  thou- 
sand, if  these  Jorders  are  passed — the  highest  tax 
in  the  history  of  the  city,  with  two  exceptions, 
and  these  exceptions  were  only  a  verv  small  frac- 
tion more  than  $15.60  on  a  thousand  'in  1874,  and 
$15.80  in  1865.  Last  year  the  rate  was  onlv  S12.50, 
and  the  increase  of  twenty-live  per  cent,  this  year 
was  brought  about,  in  part,  by  circumstances 
over  which  we  had  no  control.  Labor  is  higher, 
material  is  higher,  and  we  have  never  had  more 
calls  for  street  and  other  improvements  than  at 
present.  Some  petitioners  evidently  have  an  idea 
that  because  the  business  "boom"  is  favorable, 
the  city  must  of  necessity  launch  into  ex- 
travagant expenditures,  forgetting  that  the  aver- 
age taxpayer  and  real-estate  owner  has  not  yet 
fully  recovered  from  the  depression.  The  State 
tax  this  year  will  also  be  $619,110  against  $206,370 
last  year,  an  increase  of  $412,740.  The  amount  of 
unexpended  balances  will  be  onlv  about  $100,000 
against  $425,000  last  year,  a  falling  off  of  $325,000. 
These  two  items  make  a  difference  in  the 
tax  levy  of  $737,740,  or  more  than  one  dollar  in  a 
thousand  of  taxation.  Our  unexpended  balances 
were  largely  used  up  by  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $118,000  to  the  School  Board,  $25,000  for  re- 
pairing Tremont  street,  and  other  small  transfers 
to  make  good  deficiencies  caused  by  the  advance 
in  material  of  all  kinds.  The  sinking  funds  also 
require  $593,655,  or  $97,951  more  than  last  year, 
while  the  interest  on  the  city  debt  has  fallen  off 
$74,000.  The  amount  of  money  to  be  raised  by 
taxation  for  the  sinking  funds  and  the  interest  on 
the  city  debt  amounts  to  the  large  sum  of 
$2,187,655,  and  I  see  no  relief  from  this  taxation  at 
present.  With  so  many  improvements  pressing 
upon  the  City  Government,  we  are  likely  to  keep 
up  the  limits  of  our  indebtedness  for  many  years 
to  come. 

While  we  are  compelled  to  expend  so  much 
money  for  water  and  sewerage,  it  appears  to  me 
that  all  other  departments  of  the  city  should  be 
run  on  the  lowest  possible  basis  consistent  with 
good  government.  The  most  remarkable  increase 
asked  for  by  departments  is  for  our  streets.  There 
appears  to  be  no  limit  whatever  to  these  expendi- 
tures. I  have  been  under  the  delusion,  and  citi- 
zens generally  now  believe,  that  our  streets 
are  in  better  condition  than  any  other 
city  in  the  country,  but  now  that  an  ap- 
propriation is  wanted,  we  find  tnat  this  is  in  fact 
and  reality  a  delusion.  Let  us  consider  briefly 
what  is  asked  for  this  purpose. 

The  Paving  Department  wanted  in  the  first 
place  $1,276,000,  or  about  double  the  amount  that 
was  voted  last  year;  and  the  Street  Commission- 
ers, for  widening  and  extending  streets,  $275,000, 
—making  in  all  $1,551,000.  The  Paving  Depart- 
ment was  cut  down  by  one-half  of  the  Committee 
on  Auditor's  Estimates  to  $900,000,  and  this  is  30 
per  cent,  more  than  last  year;  but  the  other  half 
of  the  committee  are  not  satisfied,  and  want 
$1,000,000.  Now,  I  would  ask,  seriously,  if  our 
streets  are  not  in  good  condition  today,  with  few 
exceptions  ?  If  they  are  not  in  better  condition 
than  the  streets  of  any  city  in  the  country  ?  The 
estimates  of  the  Paving  Department  show  that  it 
will  only  cost  $290,000  to  keep  them  in  as  good 
condition  as  they  are  now  throughcut  the  year; 
and  where  is  the  necessity  for  expending  this 
large  sum  of  money  ?  Let  me,  however,  give  the 
Paving  Department  their  own  figures  for  all  the 
work  that  is  actually  necessary  to  be  done,  as 
follows: 

For  repairs  and  maintenance  of  streets, 
city  proper,  Roxbury,  South  Boston, 
East  Boston,  Dorchester,  West  Rox- 
bury, Brighton  and  Charlestown  Dis- 
tricts      #290,000.00 
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For  bridges,  retaining  walls,  culverts, 

fences  and  plank  walks 128,000.00 

For  care  of  streets  in  winter,  removing 

snowand  ice 60,000.00 

For    tools,    carts,    horses,    harnesses, 

steam    engines,   stone   crushers    and 

rollers,  and  repairs  on  the  same 30.000.00 

For    salaries    of    Superintendent     and 

clerks 9,000.00 

Forgrade  damages 5,000.00 

For   street   signs,    numbering   streets, 

stationery,  plans  and  advertising 3,000.00 

For  rent  of  stoneyard,  Boy lston  street..  1,000.00 

Total §526,000.00 

This  is  a  total  of  8526,000.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
•department  in  figuring  up  this  estimate  allowed 
a  liberal  margin",  and  that  all  actual  necessary 
-work  was  included.  The  work  could  be  done 
vrobably  for  §500,000,  and  the  streets  of  the  city 
be  in  as  good  condition  at  the  end  of  the  year  as 
they  are  today.  Now  what  is  the  addition  §750,- 
000  asked  for?  New  paving,  new  macadamizing, 
new  fgrading.  A  few  taxpayers,  living  in  differ- 
ent localities,  are  not  satisfied  with  comparative- 
ly good  streets;  they  want  the  streets  in  front  of 
their  homes  sand-papered,  and  they  ask  you  to 
vote  §750.000  to  Ho  it.  Is  this  a  reasonable 
request  when  so  many  other  necessary  im- 
provements are  in  progress?  Are  you  justi- 
fied in  running  up  the  rate  of  taxation  to  un- 
reasonable figures  to  do  this  work?  I  do  rot  be- 
lieve that  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  will  justify 
such  an  expenditure — that  it  will  be  justified  only 
by  the  comparatively  few  who  are  benefited  by 
those  improvements  at  the  expense  of  the  many 
who  have  to  pay  the  bills. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  taxpayers  really  un- 
derstand how  these  estimates  are  made  up.  If 
they  did,  instead  of  having  petitions  for  §1,395,600 
we  would  have  petitions  for  §5,000,000.  Let  me 
give  them  an  illustration  how  it  is  done:  A  num- 
ber of  taxpayers  on  a  certain  street  want  that 
street  put  in  better  order,  or  they  may  want  cob- 
ble stone  removed  and  asphalt  or  granite  blocks 
substituted.  I  believe  there  will  be  no  peace  in 
Boston  until  every  cobble  stone  is  removed.  They 
petition  the  City  Council,  and  the  result  of  these 
petitions  we  have  in  the  figures  of  the  Paving 
Department,  as  follows: 

Work  on 
Work    streets  laid  Unfinished 
petitioned  out  by  Str't     work.        Total. 
for.  Com'rs. 

City  proper...    $398,100       ,§9,150     §5,000      ,§412,250 

Koxbury  90.600       64,300  154,900 

South  Boston.      148,050         8,200     22,500        178.750 
East  Boston..         45.600  45,600 

Dorchester...       298,200       48,800       7,000        354,000 
W.  Eoxbury..       121,800         9,000       2,600        133,400 

Brighton 53.500  53.500 

Charlestown..         63,200  63,200 

,$1,219,050  §139,450  §37,100  §1,395,600 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  citizens  of  Dorchester 
modestly  ask  for  §354,000.  I  guarantee  to  say 
that  this  is  more  money  than  the  old  town  of 
Dorchester  expended  on  streets  during  the  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  of  her  existence  before 
annexation.  The  citizens  of  Brighton  are  not 
posted  up,  as  they  only  ask  for  §53,500.  They 
have  yet  to  learn  of  the  efficacy  of  petitions, 
which"  the  citizens  of  Dorchester,  who  are  evi- 
dently wide  awake  as  to  their  wants,  understand 
so  perfectly.  East  Boston,  with  its  35,000  inhab- 
itants, is  still  more  modest;  it  asks  for  only 
§45,000.  They  certainly  do  not  understand  how 
to  proceed  to  improve  the  condition  of  their 
streets.  Where  is  their  Trade  Association?  If 
they  are  too  modest  to  ask,  you  may  rest  assured 
they  will  get  nothing.  Will  the  two  Aldermen 
■who  represent  that  section  vote  for  such  liberal 
expenditures  in  other  sections  and  be  content 
with  so  small  a  fraction  for  their  own  locality? 
Charlestown  too  is  modest;  only  §63,200  is  asked 
for  the  streets  in  that  section.  Now  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  if  the  people  of  Brighton, 
of  East  Boston  and  of  Charlestown  fully  un- 
derstood the  force  of  petitions  they  would 
not  figure  in  such  small  proportions,  because  the 
streets  of  Brighton,  Charlestown  and  East  Bos- 
ton are  in  worse  condition  today  than  any  other 
streets  within  our  limits,  and  their  petitions  com- 
bined, representing  about  80,000  inhabitants, 
amount  to  only  §162,300,  against  §354,000  for  Dor- 
Chester,  representing  15,000  inhabitants.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  people  of  Brighton,  Charles- 
town and  East  Boston  ought  to  have  further  time 
to  send  in  their  petitions  for  street  improve- 
ments.    I  do  not  believe  in  neglecting  these  sec- 


tions and  planting  all  the  money  in  more  favored 
localities. 

I  repeat,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  §500,000  is  all  that 
is  actually  necessary  to  keep  our  streets  in  as 
good  order  as  they  are  today,  and  this  allows  §60,- 
000  for  removing  snow  and  ice,  §128,000  for 
bridges,  retaining  walls,  etc.,  and  §48,000  for 
other  purposes.  The  committee,  however,  have 
voted  the  liberal  sum  of  §400,000  for  new  improve- 
ments, and,  although  this  brings  our  taxes  up  to 
§15.40  on  a  thousand,  §100,000  more  is  asked,  and 
has  been  passed  by  the  Council,  which  I 
hope  will  not  be  concurred  '  in.  If,  how- 
ever, the  two  Aldermen  from  Eist  Boston 
are  satisfied  with,  say  §45,600,  I  am  afraid  of  the 
result.  It  appears  to  me  they  ought  to  protest 
against  such  an  unequal  division;  §900,000  is  all 
the  Paving  Department  ought  to  have  under  any 
circumstances,  and  this  is  §250 ;000  more  than  last 
year. 

The  school  appropriation  I  approach  with  re- 
luctance. Some  of  the  members  of  that  board  are 
very  sensitive  about  it,  and  feel  that  any  discus- 
sion of  tnat  appropriation  on  our  part  is  entirely 
out  of  place — that  it  should  be  passed  with  our 
eyes  blindfolded.  In  other  words,  you  are  called 
liBon  to  vote  out  of  the  treasury,  to  tax  our  citi- 
zens, the  large  sum  of  §1,650,500,  'and  are  told  that 
it  is  none  of  your  business  to  ask  where  it  goes  or 
what  is  done  with  it.  If  this  appropriation  is  not 
discussed  in  the  City  Council,  where  should  it  be 
discussed?  Is  it  ever  discussed  in  the  School 
Board?  The  Committee  on  Accounts  make  up 
the  estimate,  and  that  is  the  beginning  and  the 
end  of  it,  so  far  as  the  School  Board  is  concerned. 
When  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts signs  and  presents  his  estimates,  he  im- 
mediately puts  on  an  air  of  superiority,  and  says 
that  it  is  an  impertinence  on  our  part  to  question 
them.  This  may  do  for  the  School  Board, 
but  it  will  not  find  much  favor  with  the  practical 
men  in  this  Board  who  are  called  upon  to  vote 
this  money.  When  we  are  called  upon  to  vote  it, 
■we  should  know  what  is  done  with  it.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  repeating  that  there  is  and  has  been 
extravagance  in  the  management  of  our  schools; 
that  better  results  could  be  obtained  for  a  much 
smaller  amount  of  money  than  is  yearly  appro- 
priated; and  when  I  am  called  upon  to  vote  for 
this  expenditure,  I  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  pro- 
test against  it  as  extravagant. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  committees  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, including  two  Aldermen  who  have  served  for 
years  on  the  School  Board,  were  so  well  convinced 
of  the  fact  that  our  schools  cost  too  much  that 
they  reduced  the  estimates  §159,246,  but  the  Com- 
mittee on  Auditors'  Estimates  have  restored 
$50,000  to  salaries  of  instructors,  as  they  had  no 
desire  to  make  too  radical  a  change.  This  makes 
the  reduction  reported  by  that  committee  §109,- 
246— a  small  percentage  on  the  appropriation 
asked  for.  The  entire  amount  recommended  in 
the  orders  now  before  us,  including  school  build- 
ings, is  §1,650,500,  a  sum  that,  compara- 
tively, largely  exceeds  the  appropriation  of 
any  -city  in  the  country  for  similar  purposes.  But 
we  are  told  that  even  this  large  sum  is  not  suffi- 
cient,— that  our  schools  will  have  to  be  closed. 
With  §1,334,000  for  salaries  and  school  expenses, 
and  §2(56,500  tor  school  buildings,  our  schools  will 
have  to  be  closed  !  Is  this  reasonable?  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  it  is  time  our  taxpayers  looked 
into  this  expenditure,  and  I  hope  that  each  suc- 
ceeding City  Council  will  protest  against  it.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  public  feel  that  money  is  wasted 
in  our  schools,  and  that  it  is  time  that  this  waste 
was  stopped.  WThen  we  consider  that  twenty-five 
years  ago  it  cost  only  §11.23  per  head  to  educate 
our  children,  and  that  the  cost  the  past  five  years 
has  averaged  #33  per  head,  it  is  time  to  consider 
if  we  are  not  drifting  into  expenditures  that  have 
not  brought  about  corresponding  results. 

The  advocates  of  extravagant  expenditures  in 
our  schools  claim  that  there  is  extravagance  in 
every  department.  I  admit  the  fact,  but  this  is 
no  justification.  In  counting  the  cost  of  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  the  City  Government  we 
are  apt  to  forget  the  extensive  improvements 
that  have  been  undertaken  and  successfully  car- 
ried on  during  the  past  fifteen  years.  If  other  de- 
partments have  incurred  large  expenditures,  they 
nave  something  to  show  for  it.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  construction  of  our  water  works,  and  we  have 
expended  for  them  alone,  §10,000,000.  For  per- 
manent improvements  and  war  expenses,  we  have 
expended  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  as  fol- 
lows: 
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Expenditures    for  fifteen   years   on 
the  following  accounts  :— 

Permanent  improve- 
ments Cochituate  Wa- 
ter Works 189,932,696.69 

Permanent  improve- 
ments Mystic  water 
Works 106,218.36 


.038,815.05 
.7(13,533.47 
497,387  33 
,653,204.93 


Sewerage 

Parks  

Widening  and  extending  streets 23 

Improvement    of     districts,    such    as 

Church,   Suffolk   and   Northampton 

streets 4,»76,533.63 

Warexpenses 2,521,373.67 

Rebuilding  bridges 767 ,249.32 


846,058  097.40 


This  is  an  average  of  $3,000,000  per  year  for  fif- 
teen years,  tor  improvements  that  are  to  last  for 
all  time,  and  in  counting  the  cost  of  the  City 
Government  and  its  various  departments,  we 
should  have  the  credit  of  these  large  expendi- 
tures. While  the  cost  of  scholars  in  our  schools 
has  so  largely  increased,  it  is  questionable  if  they 
receive  a  better  practical  education  today  than 
they  did  years  ago  when  it  was  less  expensive.  I 
believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  School  Board  to  car- 
ry on  the  schools  within  the  limit  of  the  appro- 
priation, especially  as  it  is  a  liberal  one,  and 
largely  exceeds  the  amount  expended  by  any 
other  city  in  the  country,  comparatively  speaking. 

I  have  very  positive  convictions  about  the  ap- 
propriation and  expenditure  of  money  raised  by 
taxation.  I  believe  that  every  dollar  expended 
by  the  different  departments  should  be  sanctioned 
and  approved  by  the  City  Council,  and  that  no 
department  should  be  allowed  to  expend  more 
than  the  amount  appropriated.  There  should  beno 
divided  responsibility  in  this  matter.  If  the  School 
Board  have  the  right  to  go  on  regardless  of  their 
appropriation,  the  same  privilege  might  reasona- 
bly be  asked  and  granted  to  the  Boa  id  of  Street, 
Commissioners,  the  Board  of  Public  Institutions, 
the  Board  of  Health,  and  all  other  boards  in 
which  large  sums  of  money  were  expended.  If 
all  these  boards  were  allowed  to  go  on  and  expend 
money  without  the  control  and  sanction  of  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  City  Council,  we  would  have  a 
City  Government  too  expensive  for  any  one  to- 
live  in.  Certainly  no  branch  of  business  could 
flourish  under  such  a  system. 

You  are  called  upon  to  vote  $325,000  for  the 
park  in  the  Back  Bay  and  improvements  in  con- 
nection with  it,  but  as  this  has  been  shown  very 
conclusively,  by  the  Park  Commissioners,  to  be  a 
paying  investment,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  con- 
curred in.  The  changes  in  other  departments 
are  not  very  marked,  and  I  will  not  detain  the 
Board  by  referring  to  them. 

If  I  could  have  my  way,  I  would  reduce  the  ap- 
propriation for  every  department,  salaries  ex- 
cepted, from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent. ;  but  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  present  City  Council  believe  in 
large  expenditures,  and  that  I  would  almost  stand 
alone.  I  would  not  only  reduce  the  appropriations 
for  departments,  but  i  would  blot  out  all  three 
head  commission,  believing  that  one  active, 
energetic  man  at  the  head  of  a  department  could 
more  efficiently  perform  the  work.  This  fact  is 
becoming  more  apparent  every  day.  Too  many 
officials  to  perforin  a  small  amount  of  work  is  the 
curse  of  City  Governments.  To  sum  up:  Our 
taxes  have  been  increased  this  year — 
By  the  State  asking  for  an  increase  of —  g412,740l 
By  the  Paving  Department  an  increase  of  350,000 

By  the    School    Board    an   increase   for 

schools  and  school  buildings  of 215,500 

By  the  city  debt  an  increase  of 97,951 

By  the  falling  off  in  unexpended  balances 

of 325.000 

By  the  Sewer  Department  an  increase  of  50.000 

By  the  public  park.  Back  Bay,  an  increase 

of....* 205,000 

Making  a  total  of #1,656,191 

These  items  fix  the  tax  rate  the  highest  on  record. 
with  two  exceptions. 

I  hope  the  Board  will  not  concur  with  the  Coun- 
cil in  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  making  the 
appropriation  for  Paving  Department  one  mill- 
ion dollars  instead  ot  nine  hundred  thousand. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  want  to  read  one  passage 
which  my  friend  the  Alderman  neglected  to  put 
into  his  document  which  be  has  read  to  the 
Board.  1  shall  not  read  it  all,  but  there  is  one 
passage  which  I  will  read.  The  article  goes  on 
to  say — 

"We  have  pointed  out  before  that  there  is  little 


in  what  has  been  asked  for  that  can  be  absolutely 
condemned.  Our  city  officials  cannot  be  accused 
of  squandering  the  public  money.  The  entire 
trouble  is  that  they  teel  themselves  called  upon 
to  do  an  immense  number  of  things  which  the 
Government  of  no  other  city  thinks  of  doing." 

It  goes  on  in  that  way.  It  is  so  in  this  case. 
This  Government  is  obliged  to  go  on  and  do  work 
which  the  Government  of  last  year  and  the  year 
before  refused  to  appropriate  the  money  for.  The 
Committee  on  Paving  asked  for  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  last  year  to  do  the 
necessary  work  with,  and  they  were  cut  down  to 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Now  the  Alder- 
man is  making  a  great  deal  of  stress  upon  what 
will  be  the  rate  of  taxation  next  year.  It  is  n't  in 
the  power  of  himself  or  any  other  man  to  tell  this 
Board  correctly  what  the  rate  of  taxation  will  be 
this  year.  He  don't  know  what  the  increase  in 
the  valuation  will  be.  Some  have  estimated  it  as 
high  as  fifty  millions,  others  as  low  as  seven- 
teen millions.  But  if  it  goes  up  to  fifty 
millions,  our  rate  will  be  something  less  than 
fourteen  dollars  on  a  thousand,  which  will  not  be 
much  more  than  the  rate  last  year,  together  with, 
having  this  large  amount  to  spend  for  public  im- 
provements. If  the  Alderman  will  go  out  any 
day  with  the  Paving  Committee  on  their  travels, 
they  can  convince  him  in  ten  minutes  where  two 
or  three  hundred  dollars  ought  to  be  spent.  We 
can  showiiim  where  work  is  called  for  by  peti- 
tions, and  what  is  required  to  be  done  by  the  de- 
partment. My  friend  Alderman  Slade  has  some 
figures  in  relation  to  the  work  of  the  Paving  De- 
partment which  he  will  be  happy  to  give  to  the 
Board. 

Alderman  Thorndike — I  am  satisfied  that  the 
expenses  of  this  Government  are  becoming  a  bur- 
den to  the  taxpayers  of  the  city.  We  have  com- 
missions w;th  high  salaries,  which  are  very  ex- 
travagant, and  in  some  cases  they  are  entirely  un- 
called for — particularly  the  Street  Commission. 
The  only  objection  I  have  to  this  appropriation 
for  paving  is  the  amount  to  be  expended  on  new 
streets  laid  out  by  the  Street  Commissioners.  I 
would  be  in  favor  of  cutting  the  whole  of  that 
out— every  dollar  appropriated  for  the  work  of 
the  Street  Commissioners.  I  think  that  commis- 
sion entirely  uncalled  for  and  not  needed  in  the 
City  Government.  I  think  the  amount  asked  for 
repairing  streets  is  no  more  than  the  emergency 
requires.  The  streets  need  it.  The  only  objec- 
tion I  have  to  it  is  the  petitions  from  different 
parts  of  the  city  for  this  purpose.  I  notice  that 
East  Boston  has  $45,000  and  Charlestown  about 
.$60,000.  Charlestown  is  not  represented  in  this 
Board,  and  I  consider  it  the  duty  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  to  look  out  for  Charlestown,  as 
against  the  petitions  from  other  portions  of  the 
city  for  work  which  is  not  needed.  Besides  that, 
I  think  that  every  salary  in  this  City  Hall  over 
$1200  should  be  cut  down  twenty  per  cent.  I 
think  the  time  is  coming  when  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton will  demand  it. 

Alderman  Flynn — Do  I  understand  the  Alder- 
man to  say  that  he  desires  to  cut  down  the  sala- 
ries of  all  the  employes  of  the  city  ? 

Alderman  riiorndike— I  spoke  of  all  salaries.  I 
think  they  should  be  cut  down  twenty  percent, 
in  cases  above  $1200. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  thought  the  Alderman  re- 
ferred to  the  salaries  of  the  Paving  Department. 

Alderman  Thorndike— I  meant  all  salaries.  I 
think  the  appropriation  for  the  new  work  to  be 
done  by  the  Street  Commissioners  should  be  cut 
down. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  hope  salaries  will  not  be 
touched  now,  as  they  have  been  fixed  for  the 
year.  But  I  propose  to  put  in  an  order  here,  if 
this  bill  goes  through,  and  1  give  notice  of  it  now, 
to  fix  the  pay  of  laborers  at  $1.75  per  day. 

Alderman  Thorndike— I  shall  not  object  to  that. 

Alderman  Slade— The  Paving  Department  seems 
to  be  the  department  that  gets  the  hardest  rubs 
here,  and  is  attacked  the  strongest  by  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  21.  I  have  not  a  printed  or  writ- 
ten speech,  and  don't  hardly  know  what  to  say. 
I  was  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  the  Alderman 
was  burlesqueing  the  Paving  Department  or 
whether  he  meant  to  cut  down  that  appropriation 
or  what;  but  finally  I  believe  he  did  say  he  hoped 
it  would  be  cut  down  to  $900,000.  Now  I  want  to 
show  how  the  Paving  Departsnentgotat  this  sum. 
You  will  notice  that  new  work  is  called  for  by 
458  petitions  in  the  bauds  of  the  department.  To 
do  that  would  require  a  sum  equal  to  $1,495,000. 
It  would  require  that  to  do  all  the  new  work 
called  for  by  the  petitions  now  on  file  in  the  de- 
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partment.  The  average  cost  of  repairs  and  the 
general  care  of  the  streets  has  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  nearly  $500,000  a  year  for  the  last  ten 
years.  The  department  estimated  that  it  would 
take  at  least  §526,000  to  do  the  repairs  on  five 
hundred  miles  of  streets.  I  mean  by  that  to  do 
the  necessary  repairs,  build  bridges  and  fences, 
and  the  various  expenses  included  in  this  report. 
To  that  sum  was  added  one-half  of  the  sum  called 
for  for  new  work— one-half  of  $1,495,000,  or  within 
a  thousand  or  two  dollars  of  one-half.  Now,  un- 
der any  circumstances,  $376,000  have  been  taken 
off  that  amount.  So  it  actually  leaves 
$474,000  to  do  $1,495,000  worth  of  work, 
previded  the  Paving  Department  is  allowed 
$1,000,000.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  travelled 
probably  in  almost  every  street  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton within  the  last  three  years,  since  I  have  been 
upon  this  department.  I  don't  believe  there  is  an 
Alderman  around  this  Board  who  win  go  over  the 
streets  once  in  three  or  six  months  who  will  not 
be  convinced  that  the  streets  are  not  sand- 
papered, by  a  good  deal.  Charlestown,  as  that  has 
been  alluded  to,  has  called  for  a  smaller  sum  than 
many  of  the  outlying  districts;  and  it  is»because 
the  streets  of  Charlestown  are  old  streets  mostly 
in  tolerably  good  condition.  But  the  annexed 
territory,  Dorchester,  for  instance,  came  to  us 
with  streets  such  as  the  city  of  Boston  would  call 
in  a  bad  condition.  After  these  people  became 
annexed  to  the  city  of  Bnston,  they  considered 
themselves  citizens  of  Boston,  entitled  to  as  good 
streets  as  any  other  part  of  the  city.  But  that 
is  n't  all  of  it.  There  is  a  large  territory,  large 
vacant  lots  being  laid  out  into  streets  year  by 
year,  upon  which  one  or  two,  three,  four  or  five 
houses  have  been  built  wi'.hin  a  few  years.  The 
street  itself  has  simply  been  laid  out  on  paper, 
without  being  built.  These  streets  are  in  no  con- 
dition for  travel.  Every  one  living  on  those 
streets  believes  they  are  streets  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  should  receive  the  same  care  that  all 
other  streets  do,  which  is  reasonable  enough. 
Tou  go  over  those  streets  in  almost  any  season  of 
the  year,  except  the  dry  season,  and  the  mud  is 
very  deep.  It  is  a  wet,  springy  soil  all  over  Dor- 
chester Distiict,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  to  make 
decent  streets  there  must  be  a  good  deal  of 
money  laid  out  upon  them,  l  have  felt,  since  I 
have  been  in  the  Paving  Department,  very  much 
as  a  man  would  feel  who  is  working  for  a  dollar 
and  a  half  a  day  and  is  obliged  to  support  a  fam- 
ily on  that  money.  'Che  Paving  Department  have 
n't  had  money  enough.  There  is  a  great  pressure 
— I  may  say  the  people  are  perfect  beggars  to  have 
the  work  done.  Every  man  believes  his  work  the 
most  important,  and  that  his  street  is  in 
the  worst  condition,  and  worse  than  any  other.  It 
is  natural  that  they  s'hould  feel  so.  For  the  last 
few  years  I  have  been  m  this  Board,  the  Paving 
Department  seems  to  be  the  only  department  that 
they  all  fire  at,  tor  a  reduction  of  expenses.  If 
the  Paving  Department  had  asked  for  what  they 
needed,  and  had  received  all  they  asked  for,  we 
should  n't  have  had  to  ask  for  so  much  this  year. 
But  we  have  worn  out  our  streets.  They  are 
threadbare,  so  ti.  speak;  the  work  must  be  done 
on  those  streets,  but  at  best  only  about  one-quar- 
ter of  the  work  can  be  done  that  is  asked  for. 
Prices  of  labor  and  materials  have  risen.  tVhere 
the  work  is  done  by  stone  it  costs  about  three  dol- 
lars a  yard.  Any  man  can  figure  up  how  much  it 
will  cost  to  pave  a  street.  I  believe  the  public 
will  bear  us  out  in  making  this  appropriation  for 
paving.  There  is  nothing  in  the  world  that  will 
make  a  man  so  happy  and  make  him  pay  his 
taxes  so  freely  as  to  live  on  a  good  street.  He 
will  pay  a  better  rent  for  his  house,  and  it  will 
save  him  a  good  many  hard  feelings  toward  the 
City  Government.  I  know  how  it  is,  because  I 
have  had  that  experience.  I  believe  I  have  gone 
over  this  ground  pretty  fairly,  although  a  great 
deal  further  might  be  said.  But  I  will  suggest  to 
the  Alderman  that  it  he  was  in  the  habit  of  riding 
on  the  streets,  or  in  the  habit  ot  driving  teams 
over  them,  as  thousands  of  people  are,  he  would 
feel  differently  in  regard  to  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment. I  feel  myself  that  the  committee  ought  to 
have  this  million  dollars,  and,  as  I  said  before,  I 
believe  that  the  public  will  bear  us  out  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  that  amount  of  money  on  the  streets. 
I  have  said  all  I  need  to  say  in  this  connection.  I 
have  i  ried  to  show  the  Board  how  the  department 
came  to  ask  for  this  sum  ot  money,  and  why  it  is 
really  needed. 

Alderman  Thorndike— When  the  question  comes 
up  on  tLe  paving  appropriation,  I  ask  for  a  divi- 
sion; that  is,  that  we  may  vote  on  the  appropria- 


tion for  Paving  and  the  amount  for  the  new  work 
on  the  new  streets  to  be  done  by  the  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  Paving  Department  and  the  people 
connected  with  it  are  the  hardest  worked  of  any 
department  in  the  City  Government.  Their  trials 
are  certainly  great.  The  urgency  of  the  petitions 
presented  to  that  committee  is  great.  As  the 
Alderman  says,  I  have  no  doubt  every  man  who 
resides  on  a  street  wants  it  in  better  condition 
than  any  other  street,  and  these  men  are  con- 
stantly pressing  the  committee  for  improvements. 
Now  I  would  call  attention  to  another  tact  in  re- 
lation to  the  Paving  Department.  Fifteen  years 
is  not  a  long  time  to  look  back  to.  Can  any  Alder- 
man really  give  us  what  it  cost  the  city  of  Boston 
fifteen  years  ago  to  take  care  of  the  streets.  I 
know  this  was  before  annexation.  But  East  and 
South  Boston  belonged  to  us  at  that  time.  Now, 
what  did  it  cost  fifteen  years  ago  to  take  care  of 
our  streets?  I  take  up  the  Auditor's  report,  and 
find  that  in  the  year  1864-5  it  cost  $148,560.61.  I 
will  give  you  the  cents.  In  talking  here  today  I 
have  only  been  counting  the  full  dollars,  but  I 
will  give  the  cents  in  this  case,  because  the  sum 
in  dollars  ts  so  comparatively  small.  It  cost 
$148,560.61  to  take  care  ot  our  streets  only  fifteen 
years  ago,  and  still,  when  we  appropriate  $900,009 
to  take  care  of  our  streets,  it  is  claimed  to  be  in- 
sufficient. Well,  now,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee in  1878  was  very  positive  about  this  mat- 
ter. He  thought  $500,000  was  a  sufficient  sum  for 
that  department  to  have  to  take  care  of  the 
streets  after  a  year's  experience  in  that  depart- 
ment. After  giving  at  least  a  large  portion  ot  his 
time  and  attention  to  that  department,  he  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  about  $500,000  was  all  that 
department  ought  to  have.  Another  Alderman, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  Board  last  year, 
and  also  a  member  of  the  Paving  Committee  of 
1878,  who  also  has  given  considerable  attention  to 
this  matter,  thought  that  $500,000  was  a  sufficient 
sum  to  take  care  of  that  department.  After  a 
year's  practical  experience  in  that  department, 
he  thought  $500,000  was  sufficient  to  take  care  of 
it.  The  arguments  for  a  comparatively  small  ap- 
propriation for  the  Paving  Department  are  not 
based  on  any  theoretical  ideas,  but  upon  the  prac- 
tical experience  of  men  who  have  been  in  that  de- 
partment for  two  or  three  years.  Now,  in  relation 
to  the  Alderman  from  East  Boston.  Sly  friend 
from  East  Boston  feels  uneasy  about  the  appro- 
priation for  that  department.  He  will  feel  more 
uneasy  at  the  end  of  the  year  when  he  finds  that 
East  Boston  gets  scarcely  anything.  The  amount 
of  the  petitions  on  hand  for  East  Boston  is  only 
$45,000.    The  Paving  Department  say — 

"The  committee  were  ot  opinion  that,  to  meet 
in  any  reasonable  degree  the  demands  of  the  pub- 
lic, they  must  ask  for  at  least  one-half  of  the 
above  sum." 

They  accordingly  asked  for  $1,245,000.  The 
Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates  cut  that  down 
one-half  on  the  estimate  for  paving  streets.  They 
cut  the  other  half  down  $250,000.  So  that  if  the 
Alderman  from  East  Boston  will  divide  his  $45,- 
000  and  then  take  off  $250,000  from  the  general  ap- 
propriation for  new  work,  he  will  find  that  he  has 
left  some  sixteen  or  seventeen  thousand  dollars 
for  East  Boston,  with  a  population  of  35,000  inhab- 
itants. So  it  is  with  Brighton.  The  Alderman 
from  Brighton  has  been  on  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment and  believes  in  large  appropriations  for 
paving.  Fifty-three  thousand  dollars  were  asked 
for  to  cover  the  large  territory  in  Brighton.  That 
will  nave  to  be  divided  by  one-half,  and  then  one- 
third  taken  from  it.  You  will  find  these  sections 
will  get  comparatively  nothing,  because  I  feel 
they  are  not  so  pressing  as  other  sections  are 
which  have  sent  in  their  petitions.  It  appears  to 
me  the  Paving  Department  will  do  their  work  in 
places  where  it  will  be  the  most  pressed.  That  is 
to  say,  when  East  Boston,  Brighton  and  Charles- 
town are  so  modest,  I  am  afraid  they  wont  get  so 
much  benefit  from  the  appropriation. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  Alderman  on  my  right 
seems  to  talk  as  though  the  Paving  Committee 
were  going  to  have  this  amount  of  money  to  di- 
vide amongst  themselves;  that  certain  portions 
were  to  be  spent  out  in  Dorchester,  certain  in 
Brighton  and  East  Boston,  and  a  large  portion  in 
the  city  proper.  I  have  not  heard  from  him  one 
word  in  regard  to  spending  the  money  where  it  is 
needed.  I  have  been  on  that  committee  only  a 
short  time,  but  I  understand  they  are  obliged  to 
have  a  snffieient  amount  of  money  (to  keep  the 
streets  of  Boston  in  good  order  where  it  is  need- 
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ed,  where  the  condition  of  the  streets  renders  it 
actually  necessary.  I  don't  take  it  that  they  will 
do  any  more  work  for  being  pressed  in  a  certain 
direction,  unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary  it 
should  be  done.  Wherever  the  streets  are  in  bad 
order,  they  should  be  put  in  good  order.  There  is 
considerable  new  work  to  be  done,  and  where  it  is 
necessary,  that  work  should  be  done,  and  I  hope 
the  money  will  be  furnished  for  that  work  to  be 
done  in  a  proper  manner.  The  Alderman  has  re- 
ferred to  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  Paving 
Department  fifteen  years  ago.  He  does  n't  say 
anything  about  the  valuation  and  population  of 
the  city  at  that  time.  I  think  that  fifteen  years 
ago  South  Boston  was  n't  more  than  one-ha'lf  so 
large  as  it  is  now.  The  Back  Bay  was  small,  and 
there  was  not  so  large  a  number  of  streets  as 
now.  He  has  n't  given  us  any  statement  in  regard 
to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  miles  of  streets 
for  the  last  fifteen  years.  Our  city  has  been  grow- 
ing all  the  time.  Fifteen  years  makes  a  great  dif- 
ference. It  would  seem  very  much  like  a  man 
fifteen  years  ago  with  one  child,  who  could  live  on 
$15  a  week;  but  now,  with  twelve  children,  it 
costs  him  much  more.  Those  things  ought  to  tie 
considered.  Of  course,  as  business  increas- 
es, the  streets  get  worn  out,  and  they  need 
repairs  and  substantial  work  done  upon  them.  I 
feel  that  there  has  been  an  attack  made  upon  this 
department  that  is  uncalled  for.  If  the  Alderman 
would  take  the  petitions  presented  here  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Paving  Department,  and  if  he 
would  go  there  and  see  the  $1,950,000  worth  of 
work  asked  to  be  done,  I  don't  think  he  would 
think  it  is  so  unreasonable  a  sum  asked  for.  I 
think  he  has  made  up  his  mind  to  come  in  here 
and  attack  the  Paving  Department,  and  he  has 
made  a  pretty  bold  rush  for  it.  But  I  hope  the 
Board  will  stand  up  and  vote  to  give  the  Paving 
Department  §1,000,000. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  think  it  is  unfair  on  the 
part  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  21  to  attempt  to 
prejudice  the  mind  of  any  Alderman  from  any 
section  of  the  city.  The  Paving  Committee  know 
no  north,  no  south,  no  east,  no  west,  in  the  mat- 
ter of  paving.  It  has  done  its  work  in  the  past 
year  irrespective  of  sections  or  people.  Alderman 
Kelly  was  here  last  year  from  East  Boston,  and 
everything  asked  for  through  him  was  done.  I 
cannot  call  to  mind  a  single  instance  where  it 
was  not  done.  The  Alderniau  from  Ward  21  ap- 
peals to  the  Alderman  from  East  Boston  on  the 
ground  that  where  there  are  no  petitions  no  work 
will  be  done.  Since  this  appropriation  bill  has 
been  made  up,  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  pe- 
titions for  work  have  been  presented  to  the 
Board  asking  for  work  to  be  done  in  East  Boston. 
It  is  so  in  other  sections  of  the  city.  The  Paving 
Committee  are  not  asking  for  work  to  be  done  in 
one  section  of  the  city  as  against  the  other.  We 
intend  to  do  the  work  where  it  is  needed.  A  great 
deal  of  this  work  is  badly  needed  to  be  done  in  all 
parts  of  the  city. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  do  not  intend  to  attack 
any  department,  but  when  a  department  comes 
here  and  asks  for  $650,000  more  than  they  received 
last  year,  I  think  it  is  my  business,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  every  Alderman  here,  to  inquire  into  it. 
That  is  what  they  have  done.  They  came  here 
and  sent  to  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  estimates  for 
work  worth  $650,000  more  than  they  received  last 
year.  If  the  Aldermen  around  this  Board  are 
willing  to  let  this  matter  go  without  question, 
they  can  do  so;  but  I  shall  not.  I  come  here  in 
the  interest  of  the  taxpayers,  to  reduce  the  taxes, 
if  possible.  The  Alderman  on  my  right  asks 
about  the  valuation  of  Boston  titteen  years  ago. 
The  valuation  was  $444,900,000.  The  valuation  of 
Boston  today  is  only  $613,000,000,  with  all  your  in- 
creased territory.  The  valuation  of  Boston  to- 
day ana  fifteen  years  ago  is  nothing  in  compari- 
son with  the  increased  amount  asked  for  by  the 
Committee  on  P;iving.  Another  thing,  they  say  I 
come  here  to  attack  this  one  department.  I  do  no 
such  thing,  Mr.  Chairman.  The  Committee  on 
Auditor's  Estimates  asked  of  that  department  a 
more  explicit  statement  than  they  sent  to  the 
Auditor;  they  wanted  particulars.  What  I  have 
been  criticising  are  the  items  of  particulars  sent 
from  that  department.  I  read  them  word  for 
word  as  they  were  sent  from  that  department.  It 
is  no  work  of  mine;  they  are  their  own  figures. 

Alderman  Flynn— Will  the  Aklerman  please  an- 
swer a  question  ? 

Alderman  O'Brien— Yes;  I  am  willing  to  be  in- 
terrupted. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  ask  him  where  he 
gets  authority  lor  saying  that  we  asked  for  $650,- 


000  this  year  more  than  was  appropriated  last 
year? 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  have  one  of  the  Auditor's 
estimates  here,  and  can  show  him.  (Reading.) 
"Paving  Department.  For  the  expense  of  paving, 
care  and  paving  and  repairing  of  streets,  includ- 
ing the  salary  of  Superintendent,  Clerks,  and  pay 
of  all  employes  in  the  department,  $1,276,000. 
There  were  granted  them  last  year  $650,000,  and 
$1,276,000  were  asked  for  this  year,  which  is  but 
very  little  within  one-half  more  than  the  sum 
granted  last  year.  These  are  figures  from  the 
Auditor's  estimates.  Now,  in  relation  to  this 
other  matter,  we  were  not  satisfied.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Auditor's  Estimates  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  first  statement  made  by  the  Committee 
on  Paving.  They  sent  word  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving  that  they  wanted  an  explicit  statement  of 
the  work  necessary  to  be  done  by  that  depart- 
ment. Here  is  their  statement  of  the  work  neces- 
sary to  be  done  by  that  department,  amounting 
to  $1,395,000.  That  necessary  work  gives  to  East 
Boston  $45,000,  to  Dorchester  $374,000,  to  Brighton 
$35,000.  These  are  not  my  fieures.  I  am  criti- 
cising the  figures  sent  to  us  by  the  Paving  De- 
partment. I  think  it  is  right  and  proper  to  do  so^ 
They  say  it  is  necessary  and  the  worK  ought  to 
be  done. 

Alderman  Slade — The  Paving  Department  do 
not  say  it  is  necessary  work  and  ought  to  be  done. 
The  department  say  so  much  work  is  petitioned, 
for.  They  ask  for  half  that  sum  and  no  more. 
The  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates  allowed 
us  half  of  what  we  asked  for,  and  that  is  only 
about  one-quarter  of  what  is  petitioned  for.  We 
cannot  do  but  one-quarter  part  of  the  work  peti- 
tioned for  even  if  we  get  a  million  dollars.  The 
Paving  Department  will  put  that  where  it  is 
needed  the  most,  if  in  South  Boston  or  any  other 
place.  Because  $376,000  are  asked  for  Dorchester 
and  $45,000  for  East  Boston,  it  does  not  follow 
that  that  amount  shall  be  spent  there.  But  there 
are  many  places  absolutely  dangerous.  As  I 
said  before,  if  the  department  don't  get  but 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  they  will  spend  no- 
more  than  that,  and  they  have  spent  no  more 
money  than  they  got  last  year,  although  $25,000 
was  voted  late  in  the  year  for  the  paving  of  Tre- 
raont  street.  Now,  so  far  as  fifteen  years  ago  and 
today  are  concerned,  why  fifteen  years  ago,  when 

1  was  a  member  of  the  cavalry,  we  could  train  al- 
most anywhere  in  South  Boston.  In  fact,  there 
were  very  few  streets  there  in  comparison  with 
what  there  are  today.  When  the  streets  were 
laid  out,  and  the  people  had  built  upon  them, 
even  if  they  were  a  mile  long,  those  streets  had  to 
be  taken  care  of  and  put  in  a  condition  for  the 
people  to  get  over.  I  think  there  were  not  over 
seventy-five  miles  of  streets  in  the  city  of  Boston 
which  it  had  to  care  for,  and  now  there  are  five 
hundred,  which  makes  a  great  difference.  Then 
the  people  were  satisfied  with  cobble  stones, 
which  did  n't  cost  half  as  much  as  the  Belgian 
blocks,  as  they  call  them.  But  it  seems  to  me 
there  has  been  enough  said  on  this  subject. 

Alderman  O'Brien — There  seems  to  be  a  ques- 
tion about  the  propriety  of  my  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Alderman  from  East  Boston  to  this  ap- 
propriation. This  matter  was  got  up  principally 
for  the  Committee  on  the  Auditor's  Estimates.  I 
knew  the  Alderman  was  not  aware  of  the  figures 
printed  in  this  document  until  I  called  his  atten- 
tion to  them.  I  think  every  Alderman  ought  to 
vote  intelligently  on  this  matter;  because  if  he 
votes  with  the  idea  that  a  great  many  of  the 
streets  in  East  Boston  will  be  improved  by  this 
large  appropriation,  he  ought  to  know  the  facts 
in  regard  to  it. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  would  ask  if  he  called  at- 
tention to  any  other  appropriation  which  has  re- 
ceived the  total  amount  asked  for  ?  There  were 
several  such,  particularly  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers. They  got  $50,000  more  than  they  asked  for 
last  year.  Wot  a  word  is  said  about  that.  He 
don't  go  for  cutting  a  dollar  from  that  appropria- 
tion. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  stated  to  the  Committee 
on  Auditor's  Estimates  that  if  they  wanted  to  re- 
duce the  appropriation  for  sewers  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  the  Committee  on  Sewers  would  not  tight 
it,  and  would  live  within  it  and  build  all  the  sew- 
ers they  could  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
I  stated  distinctly  to  the  Committee  on  Auditor's 
Estimates,  when  I  found  the  taxes  were  going  to 
run  up  to  sixteen  dollars  a  thousand,  that  I  would 
be  with  them  if  they  cut  down  the  appropriation 
for  sewers  fifty  thousaud  dollars,  and  the  com- 
mittee would  live  within  that  amount.    Now  there 
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is  a  vast  difference  between  sewers  and  streets. 
If  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  will  keep  our 
streets  in  as  good  repair  as  they  are  today,  we  will 
he  just  as  well  off  as  now.  But  if  a  sewer  is 
wanted  you  are  forced  to  build  it.  If  the  Sewer 
Department  wont  build  it,  the  Board  of  Health 
will,  and  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  sewers 
and  streets.  The  lack  of  sewers  will  decimate  our 
population  with  disease  and  death;  but  we  can 
get  along  with  the  streets  as  they  are  today,  if  it 
is  necessary  to  prevent  bringing  taxes  up  to  the 
highest  possible  rate. 

Alderman  Tiles — I  would  like  to  correct  the 
Alderman  from  South  Boston.  He  says  we  have 
fifty  thousand  dollars  more  than  we  asked  for  last 
year.  We  have  fifty  thousand  dollars  more  than 
we  received  last  year. 

Alderman  Flynn— Then  I  am  substantially  cor- 
rect. It  was  said  by  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
that  if  the  Committee  on  Paring  had  a  million 
dollars,  the  Committee  on  Sewers  would  require  a 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  keep  up 
with  the  work  on  the  streets.  That  was  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Alderman  opposite.  I  don't 
believe  in  cutting  down  the  appropriation  for 
sewers  any  more  than  I  do  in  cutting  down  the 
appropriation  for  paving,  because  it  gives  work  to 
a  large  number  of  poor  men  who  otherwise  could 
not  ootain  it  unless  these  appropriations  are 
made.  Business  is  generally  starting  up,  and  I 
believe  it  is  a  good  thing  to  give  employment  to 
poor  citizens.  I  only  want  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Alderman  made  no  attempt  to 
cut  down  the  appropriation  for  Sewers. 

Alderman  Breck — I  did  n't  mean  to  have  any- 
thing to  say  on  this  subject,  because  I  knew  the 
Committee  on  Paving  were  perfectly  able  to  stand 
up  and  speak  for  themselves,  and  say  what  they 
wanted.  But  when  the  Alderman  from  Ward  21 
alludes  to  the  Brighton  District,  Ward  25,  and 
when  he  says  they  call  for  only  §53,000  for  work,  I 
am  surprised  that  so  much  work  is  needed.  I  was 
on  the  Paving  Committee  last  year,  and  supposed 
then  that  every  street  in  that  section,  except 
Western  avenue,  had  been  thorouglrfy  attended 
to  and  put  in  perfect  order.  I  know  that  peti- 
tions poured  in  most  fearfully  last  year.  We 
did  n't  know  what  to  do  with  all  of  them,  but  we 
did  so  much  work  that  the  citizens  of  other  sec- 
tions found  fault.  Now,  in  regard  to  Dorchester: 
It  is  said  the  citizens  of  Dorchester  have  asked 
for  work  amounting  to  $354,000.  The  Alderman 
will  recollect  that  Dorchester  has  over  130  miles 
of  streets,  whiie  Ward  25  has  hut  thirty.  Another 
thing  he  should  remember:  Before  the  annexa- 
tion of  Brighton  the  selectmen  went  in  for  doing 
a  good  piece  of  work:  some  of  the  most  travelled 
streets  were  put  in  good  condition  at  a  terrible 
expense,  as  the  citizens  of  Boston  found  to  their 
cost,  as  they  had  to  pay  for  it.  But  they  were 
well  done.  Market  street,  Washington  street, 
Chestnut-hill  avenue,  Foster  street  and  others 
were  all  put  in  good  order.  The  repairs  and  pav- 
ing being  done  today  are  upon  side  street?.  Some 
of  the  work  can  he  put  off,  but  Western  avenue 
must  not  be  postponed,  ana  the  Paving  Commit- 
tee have  promised  me  it  shall  be  done  if  a  million 
dollars  are  appropriated.  Now  I  will  say  in  re- 
gard to  East  Boston— because  neither  of  the  Al- 
dermen from  East  Boston  know  how  much  work 
was  done  there  last  year— the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing were  over  there  last  year  with  Alderman 
Kelly,  who  took  the  pains  to  go  around  with  us 
in  every  street  where  work  was  called  for 
to  be  done,  and  wherever  he  considered 
it  really  necessary,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Paving  Committee  would  put  it  down 
in  his  nook  that  it  must  and  should  be  done. 
Very  little  work  that  was  needed  was  not  done. 
What  is  asked  for  today  in  East  Boston  is  what 
was  not  done  last  year.  From  my  experience  as 
a  member  of  the  Paving  Committee  last  year,  I 
was  perfectly  surprised  at  the  work  required  to  be 
done,  even  right  here  in  the  city  proper.  Here  is 
School  street.  If  you  ride  down  School  street  in  the 
morning  when  it  is  slippery,  you  will  see  how 
much  it  needs  paving.  That  street  has  got  to  be 
paved,  or  else  we  shall  have  some  heavy  bills  to 
pay;  and  the  same  maybe  said  of  other  streets. 
Beacon  street  needs  pa,ving.  I  saw  men  putting 
new  wooden  blocks  into  the  holes  in  narrow 
places  where  there  is  danger  of  accidents  any 
day.  My  experience  on  the  Committee  on  Paving 
has  taught  me  another  thing.  The  Paving  Com- 
mittee is  a  very  dangerous  committee  to  be  on. 
You  make  more  enemies  there  than  on  any  other 
committee.    I  want  the  Paving  Committee  to  do 


all  the  work  that  is  needed.  I  went  in  for  grant- 
ing every  petition  where  the  work  was  actually 
necessary,  hut  in  spite  of  that  some  of  them 
went  for  me  because  1  would  n't  do  this  or  that. 
That  was  the  reason,  I  understood,  why  I  lost  my 
place  on  the  Paving  Committee  this  year.  But  it 
did  n't  hurt  me  at  all.  It  is  a  hard  place  to  be  in. 
It  is  very  pleasant  to  be  associated  with  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  Paving  Committee,  but  there  is  a 
continual  running  alter  you.  This  one  wants  to 
know  when  you  are  going  to  do  this,  and  another 
one  wants  to  know  when  you  are  going  to  do  that, 
and  when  they  came  to  election  time  they  made — 
but  never  mind,  I  shall  not  say  anything  about  it. 
They  thought  the  committee  favored  certain  parts 
of  the  city  too  luucb.  That  may  be  true,  Mr.  Chair- 
man; but  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  21.  I  wish  he  could  go 
around  with  the  Paving  Committee  once.  I  wish 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  would  invite  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  to  go  with  him.  I  should 
like  to  take  him  in  a  buggy  through  some  of  the 
main  streets  of  the  city;  he  would  see  where  the 
work  is  needed. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  would  like  to  say  a  word  in 
regard  to  what  the  Alderman  from  Ward  21  has 
said.  He  has  put  a  good  deal  of  stress  upon  the 
taxpayers.  The  taxpayers  don't  complain.  Some 
of  these  petitions  now  before  the  committee  are 
indorsed  by  large  taxpayers,  and  I  have  not  found 
a  single  instance  where  they  object,  unless  you 
find  some  small  meD  like  Mr.  Foster.  But  aside 
from  bim,  I  have  n't  found  a  single  taxpayer  who 
objects.  I  have  no  doubt  some  few  men  holding 
notes  and  mortgages  don't  want  improvements, 
but  the  people  who  own  real  estate  want  good 
streets. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  am  surprised  at  the  Alder- 
man's argument.  He  says  the  taxpayers  who 
have  sent  in  petitions  are  large  taxpayers.  What 
have  they  sent  in  petitions  for?  They  pay  taxes 
of  one,  two,  three  or  four  hundred  dollars,  and 
want  fifty  thousand  dollars  spent  on  streets  in 
front  of  their  residences.  These  large  taxpayers 
send  in  their  petitions  just  because  they  pay  a 
small  amount  into  the  treasury,  and  they  want 
four  times  that  spent  on  their  streets.  Those  are 
not  the  taxpayers  I  mean.  They  are  compara- 
tively few;  but  I  mean  the  comparatively  many 
who  have  to  pay  the  bills.  Now,  the  Alderman 
from  the  Brighton  District  has  made  the  best  ar- 
gument today  against  so  large  an  expenditure  by 
the  Paving  Committee.  I  shall  take  the  figures  to 
show  it.  He  says  the  Brighton  District  was  put 
in  perfect  order,  and  there  is  only  one  street- 
Western  avenue — which  needs  any  work  put  upon 
it. 

Alderman  Breck — I  did  n't  mean  to  say  that  all 
the  streets  were  in  perfect  order.  I  meant  to  say 
that  all  that  was  asked  for,  and  which  was  need- 
ed, we  did. 

Alderman  O'Brien— All  needed  work,  as  the  Al- 
derman has  just  said,  was  done  in  that  depart- 
ment last  year  and  there  is  very  little  work  to  do 
there  this  year.  That  is  what  1  understood  him 
to  say.  Well,  how  much  money  was  spent  in  the 
Brighton  District  last  year?  Thirty  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars.  That 
put  Brighton  in  good  order  last  year.  Well,  now, 
if  the  Alderman's  statement  is  correct,  where  is 
the  necessity  for  a  large  expenditure  this  year  ? 

Alderman  Breck — The  necessity  this  year  is  on 
Western  avenue.  That  is  a  long  street  which  has 
recently  been  relocated  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners, and  in  order  to  put  "it  in  proper  condition 
it  will  require  not  far  from  halt  the  amount  asked 
for  by  the  Committee  on  Paving  for  that  district. 

Alderman  O'Brien — We  will  have  it  understood 
that  Brighton  will  be  satisfied  with  one-half  of 
fifty-two  thousand  dollars.which  would  be  twenty- 
six  thousand  dollars.  Now,  he  also  says  the  Al- 
derman from  East  Boston  said  last  year  about 
that  section:  That  he  travelled  all  over  East  Bos- 
ton with  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  that  the 
streets  were  put  in  good  order  there.  How7  much 
did  East  Boston  get  last  year?  I  have  the  figures 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  in  my  hand, 
made  up  in  the  annual  report  to  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary. East  Boston  got  S41,555.  If  East  Boston 
was  treated  so  handsomely  last  year,  and  all  its 
streets  were  put  in  good  order,  as  a  member  of 
the  Paving  Committee  of  last  year  says  they 
were,  how  much  money  do  they  expect  to  get  out 
of  the  one  million  dollars  we  are  voting  for  pav- 
ing this  year?  I  am  afraid  the  Alderman  from 
East  Boston  will  be  very  much  disappointed.  If 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars   for   the  whole   de- 
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partruent  last  year  put  thein  in  such  good  condi- 
tion last  year,  they  will  get  a  very  siiiall  amount 
this  year. 

Alderman  Thorndike— I  move  to  strike  out  from 
the  appropriation  for  Pavingt  e  a  mount  required 
for  new  work  for  the  streets  laid  out  by  the  Street 
•Commissioners,  and  ask  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  Chair— The  question  before  the  Board  is 
upon  concurring  with  the  Common  Council  in  the 
-appropriation  of  a  million  dollars  for  the  Paving 
Department.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  that 
the  question  cannot  be  divided. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  move  that  the  Board  concur 
-with  the  Common  Council  in  making  the  appro- 
priation one  million  dollars. 

Alderman  Viles— On  that  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  with  the 
Common  Council  in  making  the  amount  for  pav- 
ing one  million  dollars,  and  it  was  lost — yeas  6, 
navs  6: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Breck,  Flynn,  Slade,  Tucker, 
Walbrid^e,  WLitten— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bell,  Caton,  O'Brien,  Thorn- 
dike,"  Viles,  Woolley—  6. 

The  question  next  came  upon  making  the 
amount  for  paving  nine  hundred  thousand,  in 
mon-concurrence  with  the  Council. 

Alderman  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  question  was  lost— yeas  6,  nays  6 — the 
members  voting  relatively  as  before. 

Alderman  Flynn  moved  that  the  amount  be 
-$999,000.    Declared  lost. 

Alderman  Flynn  doubted  the  vote;  the  Board 
-was  divided— 6  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  O'Brien— This  is  a  year  of  very  heavy 
taxation.  I  am  in  earnest  when  I  stand  up  here 
and  appeal  to  the  members  of  the  Board.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  for  the  year  1879,  and  it  gives  as  the  entire 
•expenditure  of  that  department  for  that  year 
.$727,240.  In  such  a  period  of  heavy  taxation  as  we 
are  to  have  this  year,  that  sum  is  all  we  ought  to 
-vote  to  that  department.  It  was  all  they  expend- 
ed last  year,  Irom  January  to  January.  I  move 
to  substitute  that  sum  for  the  appropriation  for 
Paving  this  year — $727,240. 

Alderman  Flynn — t  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  It  is  very  evident  to  every  member  of 
this  Board  that  was  every  dollar  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee could  spend.  The  appropriation  was  only 
§650,000,  and  late  in  the  year  825,000  was  added 
for  paving  Tremont  street,  and  §50,000for  A  street. 
As  I  said  before,  it  has  been  a  penny-wise  and 
pound-foolish  policy  to  cut  down  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Paving  Committee.  It  only  compels 
them  to  come  and  ask  for  more  money.  If  we  do 
the  same  thing  now, the  committee  will  be  obliged 
to  come  here  and  ask  for  more  money  on  account 
of  the  numerous  petitions  calling  for  streets  to 
tie  fixed  up. 

Alderman  Whitten— It  seems  to  me  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  21  is  trying  to  postpone  to  an- 
other year  just  what  we  ought  to  do  today.  They 
have  been  economizing  in  the  Paving  Department 
for  the  past  three  years.  Each  Administration 
that  came  in  tried  "  to  outdo  the  one  before  it. 
They  cut  down  the  appropriation  for  paving 
-until  it  is  about  like  what  a  certain  gentleman 
did  to  his  dog— in  trying  to  cut  off  tne  tail  he  cut 
off  the  head  and  tail  too.  It  seems  to  me  a  million 
dollars  is  little  enough  to  do  what  is  necessary. 
There  is  double  that  amount  asked  for.  I  think 
it  is  bad  policy  to  appeal  to  sectionalism,  and  try 
to  get  men  from  one  section  to  vote  against  an 
appropriation  for  fear  they  will  not  get  what 
they  are  entitled  to.  I  am  not  here  to  represent 
any  particular  portion  of  the  city.  I  am  as  ready 
to  vote  what  is  needed  in  East  Boston,  Charles- 
town  or  Brighton  as  I  am  for  Dorchester  or  any 
other  part  of  the  city.  It  is  a  mistaken  policy  to 
start  a  feeling  this  early  in  the  year,  that  one 
section  is  not  going  to  get  what  belongs  to  it,  and 
endeavor  to  induce  members  to  vote  against  giv- 
ing other  sections  what  they  ask  for.  I  hope  tne 
Aldermen  will  vote  to  give  the  Paving  Committee 
a  million  dollars,  for  I  believe  they  will  spend  it 
-where  it  will  do  the  most  good  for  the  whole  city. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  to  make  the  amount 
$975,000,  instead  of  §900,000.  Lost  by  a  division— 
*  for,  6  against. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  motion  of  Al- 
derman O'Brien  to  make  the  amount  §750,000. 

Alderman  Caton— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  Whilst  I  think,  perhaps,  there  is  a  little 
necessity  for  a  million  dollars,  this  year,  but  inas- 
much as  it  will  bring  the  taxes  up  to  such  a  high 


figure,  yet  this  is  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  more  than  was  appropriated  last  year,  and 
perhaps  next  year,  when  times  are  better,  we  can 
make  it  a  million.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the  mo- 
tion will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Flynn  -The  Alderman  forgets  that 
labor  h*s  gone  up,  that  prices  of  stock,  paving 
blocks  and  gravel  have  all  gone  up,  and  every- 
thing else  has  gone  up  in  proportion.  We  are 
paying  about  double  for  gravel  what  we  paid  last 
year,  and  I  think  ten  dollars  a  thousand  more  for 
blocks  than  last  year.  You  cannot  expect  to  have 
this  great  amount  of  work  done  for  so  little 
money,  and  have  the  people  satisfied,  while  the 
stockhas  gone  up.  The  Paving  Committee  have 
some  responsibility  in  this  matter,  far  more  than 
other  members  of  the  Board,  because  the  general 
public  look  to  them  to  see  that  their  work  >s  done 
and  the  streets  are  properly  taken  care  of.  They 
have  to  stand  all  the  brunt  of  this  matter.  Other 
members  are  not  harassed  as  the  Committee  on 
Paving  are.  We  have  stated  what  ought  to  be 
appropriated,  and  it  ought  to  be  done  It  is  not 
any  use  to  cut  it  down.  There  is  n't  a  single  other 
departmnnt  you  have  taken  a  cent  off  of.  The 
Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates  have  made  a 
small  reduction  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
School  Committee,  but  no  other  department  is 
cut  down.  This  appropriation  gives  work  to 
thousands  of  laboring  men.  That  will  be  a  bene- 
fit. Thousands  of  men  can  be  put  to  work  at  a 
dollar  and  a  half  or  a  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents 
a  day.  which  I  propose  to  make  it  if  this  appro- 
priation goes  through.  It  will  help  them  over  the 
effects  of  the  hard  winter,  and  enable  them  to  lay 
by  something  against  next  winter. 

Alaerraan  Caton — If  the  Alderman  puts  it  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  to  make  work  for  laborers,  I 
would  say  I  think  that  during  the  present  year  all 
the  laborers  in  the  city  will  find  plenty  of  em- 
ployment without  the  city  making  work  for  them. 
That  is  my  opinion. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  Committee  on  Paving 
asked  for— and  it  is  in  their  estimates,  everybody 
can  read  it— §290,000  for  repairs  and  maintenance 
of  streets  in  the  city  proper,  Roximry,  East  Bos- 
ton, South  Boston,  Charlestown,  West  Roximry, 
Brighton  and  Dorchester.  That  is  where  the  la 
boring  man  will  get  his  money.  If  you  vote  this 
large  sum  of  money,  the  stone  contractors  will 
get  it.  Your  gravel  contractors  will  get 
it.  It  will  go  to  the  stone  quarries  in  Quincy, 
Rouknort  and  other  places.  It  will  not  go  to  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  laboring  men.  It  will  go  to 
the  stone  quarries,  the  rich  capitalists,  who  will 
reap  a  great  profit  from  this  work.  What  will  go 
to  the  laboring  man  is  in  tbis  appropriation  for 
repairing  streets.  The  balance  of  it  will  go  out  of 
the  city.  1  agree  with  the  Alderman  from  the 
South  End,  that  the  laboring  man  will  get  all  the 
work  he  can  do  this  year.  And  I  say  that  the 
poorest  kind  of  work  for  any  laboring  man  is  to 
be  dependent  upon  the  city  of  Boston  for  a  job. 
They  had  better  a  thousand  times,  as  I  tell  them 
every  day,  wtien  they  come  to  me,  work  for  half  a 
dollar  or  seventy-five  cents  a  day  than  look  to 
City  Hall  for  employment.  I  think  there  will  be 
an  abundance  of  work  for  these  very  laboring 
men  in  this  year  of  prosperous  business. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  want  to  correct  the  Alder- 
man when  he  says  the  great  bulk  of  this  money 
will  go  to  furnish  stock.  Two-thirds  of  this  money 
goes  to  the  laboring  man.  It  is  to  pay  for  labor. 
Only  one-third  goes  for  stock.  You  cannot  em- 
ploy laboring  men  without  stock.  You  must  have 
gravel  and  stone  to  put  on  the  streets.  It  is  n't  a 
fair  way  to  put  it,  Mr.  Chairman.  The  gentleman 
ought  to  be  more  correct  in  his  figures  when  he  is 
making  statements  aopealing  to  the  prejudices 
of  members  to  get  them  to  vote  against  this  ap- 
propriation, by  stating  t*iat  this  money  is  going 
to  the  stone  quarries. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  said  nothing  about  labor 
until  it  was  introduced  by  the  Alderman.  I  did  n't 
make  my  statement  on  any  supposition  or  theory 
of  my  own.  Some  years  ago  1  had  Mr.  Harris  be- 
fore a  committee  of  which  I  was  a  member.  I 
wanted  to  get  at  that  fact,  and  I  did.  Mr.  Harris 
and  no  man  in  the  Paving  Department  can  say 
that  more  than  forty  to  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  ap- 
propriation goes  for  labor.  It  is  all  nonsense  to 
talk  anything  different.  It  Is  the  statement  he 
made  before  a  committee  a  year  or  two  ago. 

Alderman  Slade— I  want  to  make  one  other 
amendment,  to  make  it  $950,000.  That  is  the  dif- 
ference between  the  Aldermen  on  e*cb  side  here. 
I  think  we  ought  to  try  and  fix  this  thing  up. 

The  motion  to  make  the   amount    §950,000  was 
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put  and  declared  carried.  Alderman  O'Brien 
doubted  the  vote.  The  Board  was  divided— 7  for, 
5  against. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

The  appropriation  bill  was  then  passed  in  con- 
currence, with  the  amendment  making  the 
amount  for  naving  .¥50,000. 

The  order  levying  a  tax  was  amended  by  mak- 
ing the  amount  88,847,786. 

The  other  orders  in  the  bill  were  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Alderman  Flynn  moved  a  reconsideration,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  and  order,  That  the  Mayor  be  ard  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  whereby  the 
city  shall  declare  so  far  as  it  can  do  so  without 
affecting  the  legal  or  equitable  lights  of  third 
parties  holding  title  under  it,  that  the  buildings 
now  standing  upon  the  estate  of  the  petitioner, 
D.  M.  B.  Thaxter,  are  in  conformity  with  the  con- 
ditions as  set  forth  in  Oie  original  deed  of  the 
city  referred  to  in  said  petition,  and  that  no 
breach  ot  said  conditions  by  erections  upon  the 
adjoining  estate  formerly  a  part  of  the  land  con- 
veyed in  said  original  deed  shall  be  held  to  work 
a  forfeiture  of  the  said  estate  of  said  Thaxter. 
Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

PETROLEUM  ASD  COAL  OILS. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the 
part  of  the  Board : 

Reports  in  favor  of  renewal  of  licenses  of  Ste- 
phen Jenney  &  Co.,  to  store  petroleum  and  coal 
oils  at  2  Central  wharf,  and  Samuel  Walker  &  Co., 
to  manufacture,  sell,  etc.,  petroleum  and  its  prod- 
ucts at  33  India  street;  Stephen  Jenney  &  Co.,  to 
manulacture,  mix  and  store  petroleum  and  coal 
oils  at  their  factory  on  Second  street,  between  D 
and  E  stieets.    Severally  accepted. 

PROJECTING    LANTERNS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Coulmittee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board : 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Howard  M.  Hamblm  to  project  a  lantern  from  255 
Tremont  street,  and  Wentworth  &  Trafton  to 
project  a  lantern  and  druggist's  mortar  in  front 
of  327  Shawmut  avenue.    Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — 15  bootblacks,  4 
newsboys.    Accepted. 

WEIGHERS  AND    INSPECTORS    OF    LIGHTERS. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
special  committee  to  nominate  weighers  and  in- 
spectors of  lighters,  recommending  the  election 
of  William  Dolan,  inspector  in  chief,  John  Ken- 
ney,  John  J.  Caddigan,  Roger  Sullivan. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Woolley  a  ballot  was  ordered. 
Committee— Aldermen  Woolley,  Viles. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice , 7 

William  Dolan  (Chief ) 12 

John  Kenney 11 

John  J.  Caddigan 12 

Roger  Sullivan 11 

M.J  Dorland 1 

John  H.  Murman 1 

The  nominees  of  the  committee  were  elected. 
Sent  down. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Report  that  further  action  is  unnecessary  on 
petition  of  Leonard  Ware'  et  al.,  for  abatement  of 
Atlantic-avenue  betterments,  as  the  apportion- 
ments referred  to  have  been  adjusted  in  court 
and  paid.    Accepted. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Barzilla  Paine,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  and 
damages  caused  to  his  estate  on  Adams  street, 
Ward  24,  and  Levina  Mcintosh,  to  be  paid  for 
land  taken  on  Blue  Hill  avenue.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Orders  to  pay  f<3r  land  taken  and  damages  occa- 
sioned in  laying  out  streets  as  follows:  William 
A.  Holland,  .§54;  widening  of  Beach  street,  Mary 
E.  Nolen,  $270;  widening  of  Dorchester  avenue, 


John  Gardner  and  F.  W.  G.  May,  82600;  widening 
of  Washington  street,  Elizabeth  S.  Tolman  and 
Mary  E.  Sumner,  8126;  relocation  of  Adams 
street,  between  Ashmont  and  Minot  streets, 
Francis  Loring,  8352;  laying  out  of  Auburn  street, 
and  its  extension  to  Poplar  street,  Union  Wharf 
Company,  §21,000;  widening  Commercial  street, 
and  rescinding  order  of  March  3, 1880,  in  relation 
thereto.    Severally  passed. 

PAT  OF  LABORERS. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  the 
several  boards  and  committees  having  charge  of 
departments  in  which  laborers  are  employed  be 
requested  to  fix  the  pay  of  such  laborers  at  the 
rate  of  $1.75  per  day. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  offer  that  order  at  this  time 
in  order  that  the  several  heads  of  departments 
may  pay  the  laboring  men  what  is  now  considered 
a  fair  day's  pay,  $1.75.  On  February  17  an  order 
was  put  into  the  City  Council  directing  the  heads 
of  departments,  in  making  up  their  estimates,  to 
do  so  on  the  basis  of  paying  the  laboreis  a  dollar 
and  a  half  a  day.  I  have  been  in  the  City  Govern- 
ment some  thirteen  years,  and  know  that  the  pay 
for  laboring  men  generally  adopted  by  the  city  is 
generally  adopted  by  the  'large  corporations  and 
mechanics  generally  after  the  city  once  does  that. 
Labor  is  in  good  demand  now,  and  I  believe  the 
laboring  men  have  as  good  a  right  as  others  to  re- 
ceive 81.75  a  day. 

Alderman  Whitten — Does  that  apply  to  every 
laboring  man  In  the  department? 

Alderman  Flynn — Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Whitten — Would  n't  that  debar 
many  from  ohtaining  labor  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment? Many  are  not  worth  all  that,  and  might 
not  apply. 

Alderman  Flynn— It  is  supposed  that  only  the 
best  men  are  to  be  employed  in  the  Paving  De- 
partment, and  an  able-bodied  man  is  worth  all 
he  can  get.  There  is  no  distiction  made  between 
the  laborers. 

The  or<'er  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Alderman  (?aton — Do  I  understand  this  applies 
to  all  departments? 

The  Chairman — It  applies  to  all  departments 
employing  laborers. 

Alderman  Caton — I  am  in  favor  of  increasing 
the  pay  of  the  laborers  to  81  75  a  day,  as  a  general 
rule.  1  think  that  is  the  ruling  "price  outside. 
Since  the  first  of  April  I  have  paid  the  men  in  my 
employ  $1.75  a  day.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  in 
the  Health  Department,  where  they  work  all  the 
year  round,  a  dollar  and  a  half  aday  would  be 
worth  as  much  as  $1.75  in  the  other  departments. 
In  my  oi  inion  this  ought  not  to  apply  to  the 
Health  Department.  I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  rest  ot  the  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  believe  the  men  in  the 
Health  Department  are  paid  by  the  month.  The 
pay  is  rated  all  the  way  from  $45  to  $60  a  month. 
They  are  paid  regularly  by  the  month. 

Alderman  Caton — Would  this  order  include  all 
the  departments? 

Alderman  Flynn— It  is  regulated  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health,  and  they  are  paid  by  the 
month. 

Alderman  Viles— In  the  Health  Department 
there  are  three  classes  of  laborers,  and  the  pay  is 
fixed  for  each  class.  There  are  helpers,  drivers 
and  teamsters.  We  have  some  skilled  labor  which 
we  have  to  pay  more  than  forty-five  dollars  a 
month,  and  up  to  fifty-two  dollars. 

Alderman  Tucker— Do  I  understand  that  the 
Health  Department  is  not  to  come  under  this 
order? 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  understands  that  all 
the  departments  are  to  come  under  this  rule. 
[The  Chairman  read  the  order.]  It  appears  to  the 
Chair  it  applies  to  all  departments. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  think  it  is  a  bad  plan  and 
will  have  a  bad  effect.  A  good  many  will  not  be 
able  to  get  work.  There  are  many  old  men  who 
would  be  glad  to  go  to  work  in  the  department 
where  they  could  get  two-thirds  as  much  as  an 
able-bodied  man.  This  order  will  cut  those  men 
off.  I  think  the  heads  of  departments  should  fix 
their  pay.  I  am  disposed  to  have  the  pay  of  la- 
borers generally  at  $1.75  a  day,  but  I  think  this 
will  cut  off  many  good  men  who  are  capable  of 
doing  a  good  day's  work. 

Alderman  Slade — If  this  order  should  pass  I 
suppose  no  department  would  have  the  right  to 
pay  more  than  $1.75  a  day.  Many  men  in  the  de- 
partment get  more  than  that.  Many  men  are 
worth  more  than  that.    It  is  no  use  to  talk  about 
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paying  all  men  alike.  Most  of  the  laborers  in  the 
Paving  Department  should  get  $1.75  a  day.  But 
there  are  many  who  cannot  do  heavy  work. 
They  have  been  carrying  a  hod,  or  some  other 
hard  labor,  and  they  cannot  now  do  a  heavy  day's 
work.  But  they  can  do  lighter  work,  like  crack- 
ing stone.  They  are  around  asking  and  begging 
for  such  work.  It  is  hardly  fair  to  pay  a  good 
man  $1.75  a  day,  and  right  alongside  ot  him  is  a 
man  who  cannot  do  half  as  much,  working  for 
the  same  price.  It  ought  to  ne  left  discretional  with 
the  departments.  I  agree  with  the  idea  as  a  general 
thing,  that  the  pay  of  the  laborers  should  be  $1.75 
a  day,  and  it  is  generally  so  understood  all  round. 
But  if  you  leave  it  there,  a  good  many  men  will 
get  work  at  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day  who  would 
n't  get  any  work  at  all.  It  seems  to  me  rather 
better  to  leave  the  matter  where  it  is.  It  is  un- 
derstood by  the  laborers  and  the  public  generally 
that  the  pay  of  good  laborers  will  be  $1.75  a  day, 
and  I  think  all  the  departments  will  follow  in  that 
direction. 

Alderman  Viles— Withdraw  it. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  cannot  withdraw  the  order, 
because  that  would  n't  do,  and  because  I  want 
some  expression  in  relation  to  it.  I  don't  care 
how  you  get  at  it. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  understands  that  all 
departments  which  employ  labor  will  have  to  fix 
the  laborer's  pay  at  $1.75  a  day.  They  cannot 
make  any  distinction  after  the  order  is  passed. 

Alderman  Whitten— Can  they  pay  any  laborer 
more  than  that  under  this  order? 

The  Chairman— I  think  it  is  obligatory  upon 
them  to  pay  $1.75  a  day  until  this  order  shall  be 
rescinded. 

Alderman  Walbridge — I  move  as  an  amendment 
that  it  be  from  $1.50  to  $1.75,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  heads  of  departments. 

Aldermtn  Tucker — An  amendment  of  that  kind 
would  leave  it  just  about  as  bad  as  the  order. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  don't  see  how  the  order  can 
De  bettered.  If  a  man  is  employed  by  a  city  de- 
partment he  ought  to  be  worth  $1.75  a  day,  and  if 
not,  he  ought  not  to  be  put  to  work.  I  am  in  fa- 
vor of  putting  good  fair  men  to  work  at  a  living 
price.  I  don't  think  the  wording  of  the  order 
should  be  changed. 

Alderman  Whitten — Would  n't  there  be  many 
men  worth  more  than  $1.75  a  day? 

Alderman  Flynn— There  would  be,  if  the  com- 
mittee so  decided,  as  they  do  in  the"  Health  De- 
partment.   This  order  would  not  affect  them. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  understood  the  chairman 
to  say  they  could  pay  no  more  and  no  less. 

Alderman  Flynn — It  is  very  singular  how  that 
ruling  should  affect  this  matter  now,  when  it  has 
never  done  it  before.  In  1874  or  1876  the  pay  of 
the  laborers  was  reduced  by  an  order  of  the  City 
Council  to  $1.50  a  day,  and  it  has  been  at  that 
ever  since.  But  the'  Health  Department  have 
never  changed  the  pay  of  their  employes  since. 

Alderman  Slade— I  move  the  order  lay  upon  the 
table  for  the  present. 

Alderman  Flynn— If  the  Alderman  will  make  a 
special  assignment  of  it  to  next  Monday, I  will  not 
object.  I  don't  want,  it  laid  upon  the  table  to  be 
killed.  I  propose  to  have  it  either  passed  or  re- 
jected here. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  subject  was 
specially  assigned  to  next  Monday  at  live  o'clock 
P.  M. 

STABLES    AND  CEMETERIES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to  occupy  stables 
by  J.  W.  Field,  Mellville  avenue,  Ward  24;  Bay 
:State  Iron  Works,  First  street,  near  I  street. 
Ward  14.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Michael  Quinn  for  leave  to  inter  a  body  in  St. 
Joseph's  Cemetery;  Isaac  S.  Cruft,  that  the  boun- 
dary line  between  his  land  on  Greenville  street 
and  the  adjacent  burial  ground  may  be  altered. 

CONTAGIOCJS  DISEASES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Committee  on  Health  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Citizens'  Trade  Asso- 
ciation of  East  Boston,  that  persons  sick  with 
contagious  diseases  at  East  Boston  may  be  re- 
moved to  the  City  Hospital,  have  duly  consid- 
ered the  subject  and  consulted  the  Board  of 
Health,  who  say  that  while  they  have  had  fre- 
quent occasion  to  recommend  the  admission 
into  the  City  Hospital  of  patients  suffer- 
ing  from  contagious   diseases,   they   have    met 


with  no  difficulty  whatsoever  in  obtaining  such 
admissions.  They  also  say  that  while  there  is  no 
need  for  the  authority  asked  for,  its  establish- 
ment would  be  not  only  an  unkind  criticism  upon 
the  management  of  the  hospital,  but  its  exercise 
would  be  a  source  of  disturbance  to  the  present 
kindly  relaTions  between  the  two  departments. 
They  would  therefore  recommend  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accepted.    Sent  down. 

TOLLS  ON  THE  FEKRIES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Ferries  on  the  part  of  the  Board, 
on  the  order  in  relation  to  reduction  of  tolls  for 
foot  passengers,  recommending  the  passage  of  an 
order — That  on  and  after  May  1, 1880,  the  rate  of 
tolls  on  the  East  Boston  Ferries  be  amended  as 
set  forth  in  the  accompanying  schedule: 

Revised  list  of  rate  of  tolls  on  the  East  Boston 
Ferres — 

Foot  passengers  each  two  cents. 

Children  under  ten  years  of  age,  one  cent. 

Package  of  ten  tickets  or  more,  one  cent  per 
ticket. 

Alderman  Viles— The  Committee  on  Ferries 
considered  that  in  consultation  with  the  directors. 
They  'chink  it  will  make  no  difference  in  the 
receipts  of  the  ferries,  as  the  tickets  are  now 
purchased  in  packages  of  fifty  for  fifty  cents. 
Under  that  number  they  are  two  cents  apiere. 
But  the  tickets  are  hawked  about  in  every  store 
in  the  vicinity,  where  parties  have  bought  them. 
They  think  it  will  secure  them  trade  to  have  the 
tickets  for  sale.  The  committee  and  the  directors 
think  it  will  make  no  difference  in  having  pack- 
ages of  ten  sold  at  a  cent  a  ticket. 

The  order  was  passed. 

OLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  the  usual  state- 
ments from  the  clerks  of  courts  of  the  amounts 
expended  by  them  for  clerk  hire  during  the 
month  of  March. 

Superior  Criminal  Court.  $200;  Superior  Court, 
$243.32:  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  $94. 

Approved. 

PAVING    REPORTS    AND    ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving : 

Order  granting  permission  to  F.  E.  Stewart  to 
close  Bedford  street,  at  Chauncy  street,  against 
public  travel,  temporarily,  while  taking  down  the 
most  dangerous  portions  of  the  building  on  the 
Wellington  estate.    Passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  of  C.  Hunnefeld,  115  West  Seventh 
street;  heirs  of  John  Roberts,  117  Leverett  street; 
Mary  Carney,  590  East  Fourth  street,  and  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Fifth  street,  between  B  and  C 
streets.    Orders  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estate  of  D.  H.  McKay,  on  Hay- 
wood street.    Order  passed. 

Roports  granting  licenses  to  sundry  parties  to 
sprinkle  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

Order  to  abate  $8.97  trom  Freeman  Peacock's 
edgestone  assessment  on  Cambridge  street,  Ward 
4,  on  account  of  error  in  measurement.    Passed. 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
Monday,  April  26,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company,  for  tracks  in  Park  and 
Adams  street,  etc.;  and  on  petition  of  J.  H. 
Hobbs  &  Co.,  eteU.,  against  the  running  of  empty 
cars  through  Kneeland,  South  and  Federal  streets. 
Orders  severally  passed. 

Order  granting  permission  to  Mortimer  M. 
Brown  to  occupy  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the 
Dyer  estate  on  Neponset  avenue  while  relaying 
the  bank  wall.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  a  hearing  on  Monday, 
April  26,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Middlesex  Rail- 
road Company  for  leave  to  lay  an  additional  track 
on  Chelsea  street  between  Henley  and  Mt. Vernon 
streets,  together  with  the  remonstrance  of  Zenas 
C.  Howland  et  al.  against  the  same.  Order 
passed. 

Report  and  order,  That  the  South  Boston  Rail 
road  Company  be  directed  on  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order  and  until  otherwise  ordered  by 
this  Board  to  limit  its  use  of  the  tracks  on  Chaun- 
cy street  to  its  six  City  Point  cars,  and  to  run 
all  other  southward  bound  cars  through  Summer 
and  Lincoln  streets;  and  said  company  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  enter  upon  and 
use,  with  its  horses  and  cars,  the  tracks  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  on  Summer 
street,  and  the  tracks  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company  on  Summer,  Lincoln  and  Beach  streets. 
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Alderman  Walbridge— I  move  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  alter  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  cars  be 
allowed  to  run  down  Chauncy  street. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  think  there  is  any  ne- 
cessity for  that.  It  is  always  understood  by  this 
and  the  other  roads,  that  after  business  hours  are 
over  they  go  as  they  please.  It  is  understood  by 
the  South  Boston  Railroad  that  they  can  do  so. 

Alderman  Walbridge— If  that  is  understood,  I 
will  withdraw  the  amendment.  I  only  wanted  to 
give  them  a  chance  to  go  down  there  after  that 
time. 

The  order  was  passed.  Alderman  Slade  moved 
.a  reconsideration  hoping  it  woald  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  sprinkle  the  following  streets,  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  the  roadways  of  the  same, 
viz.: 

Beacon  street,  from  Hereford  street  to  Brook- 
line  avenue,  at  a  cost  of  sixty-five  dollars  ($65) 
per  month. 

Beacon  street,  from  Brookline  avenue  to  Brook- 
line  line,  at  a  cost  of  sixty-five  dollars  ($65)  per 
month. 

Brighton  avenue,  from  Beacon  street  to  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Bridge,  at  a  cost  of 
seventy-rive  dollars  ($75)  per  month. 

Brookline  avenue,  from  Beacon  street  to  Maple 
avenue,  at  a  cost  of  seventy  dollars  ($70)  per 
month. 

Brookline  avenue  and  Tremont  street,  from 
Maple  avenue  to  the  easterly  end  of  the  Heath- 
street  Bank,  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars  ($115)  per  month. 

Commonwealth  avenue,  from  Hereford  street 
to  West  Chester  park,  at  a  cost  of  ninety-eight 
($98)  per  moDth. 

Huntington  avenue,  from  Clarendon  street  to 
West  Chester  park,  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and 
five  dollars  ($105)  per  month. 

West  Chester  park,  from  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  Bridge  to  Beacon  street,  at  a  cost  of 
ninety-five  dollars  ($95)  per  month. 

Swett  street,  from  Gerard  street  toEllery  street, 
at  a  cost  of  eighty  dollars  ($80)  per  month. 


Boston  street,  from  Swett  street  to  Mt.  Vernon 
street,  at  a  cost  of  sixty  dollars  ($60)  per  month. 

Dorchester  avenue,  from  Swett  street  to  Mt. 
Vernon  street,  at  a  cost  of  fifty  dollars  ($60)  per 
month. 

The  cost  of  said  sprinkling  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

POLICE    DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order — That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  report  an 
amendment  to  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  Po- 
lice Department  to  establish  the  office  of  proper- 
ty clerk  in  the  Superintendent's  office,  with  the 
rank  of  sergeant;  also  an  amendment  defining 
the  duties  of  the  first  officers  and  deck  hands  up- 
on the  police  steamboat.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

FEDERAL-STREET    FLATS    NUISANCE. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Order  for  Abatement  of 
Nuisance  on  Federal-street  Flats,  recommending 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Ac- 
cepted and  referred  accordingly. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  be  authorized 
to  purchase  of  Howard  A.  Carson  the  right  to  use 
in  such  departments  of  the  city  as  may  be  neces- 
sary the  excavating  machinery  patended  by  said 
Carson;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  $2500,  to  be 
•charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Improved  Sew- 
erage.   Passed.    Sent  down. 

THE    SQUARE  AT  MEETING-HOUSE  HILL. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order— That  the 
several  papers  relating  to  the  naming  of  the  open 
space  at  the  junction  of  Bowdoin,  Adams  and 
Church  streets,  Dorchester,  be  taken  from  the 
files  of  last  year  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Caton. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 
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Regular  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey 
N.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

MISCELLANEOUS     PAPERS    FROM    THE    BOARD     OF 

ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  rile. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Communication  from  the  City  Messenger  ap- 
pointing Foster  M.  Spurr,  Charles  E.  Silloway 
and  Frank  L.  Wells  as  First,  Second  and  Third 
Assistant  Messenger,  respectively.  Confirmed  in 
concurrence. 

Communication  from  the  Clerk  of  Committees 
appointing  James  L.  Hillard  as  Assistant  Clerk  of 
Committees.    Confirmed  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
the  Citizens'  Trade  Association  oi  East  Boston, 
that  persons  sick  with  contagious  diseases  in  East 
Boston  may  be  removed  to  the  City  Hospital.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  ou  the  petition  of 
Isaac  S.  Cruft  that  the  boundary  line  between  his 
land  on  Greenville  street  and  the  adjacent  burial 
ground  be  altered.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  declare  the  buildings  on 
the  estate  of  D.  M.  B.  Thaxter  on  L  street  to  be  in 
conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  original  deed 
thereof.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  take  from  the  files  of  lf.st  year  and  re- 
fer to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  the  papers 
relating  to  the  naming  of  the  open  space  at  the 
junction  of  Bowdoin,  Adams  and  Church  streets. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — It  is  well  known  there 
is  a  bill  pending  before  the  Legislature  giving  to 
the  Street  Commissioners  the  power  of  naming 
stieetsin  the  city  of  Boston.  Pending  action 
thereon,  I  move  that  matter  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Order  to  report  an  amendment  to  the  police 
ordinance  to  establish  the  office  of  Property  Clerk 
with  the  rank  of  sergeant, and  to  define  the  duties 
of  the  first  officer  and  deck  hands  of  the  police 
steamboat.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Carson's  Excavating  Machine. 

Order  to  purchase  the  right  to  use  the  exca- 
vating machinery  patented  by  Howard  A.  Carson, 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $2500. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  moved  a  suspension  ©f 
the  rule. 

Mr.  Whalen  of  Ward  10— Has  this  been  consid- 
ered by  any  committee? 

Mr.  Greenough— It  was  considered  by  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age, and  reported  to  the  full  committee,  who 
recommend  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Mr.  Kendricken  of  Ward  20— What  kind  of  a 
patent  is  this,  and  what  does  it  cover? 

Mr.  Greenough— The  machine  is  one  with  which 
I  think  the  greater  part  of  the  Council  are  famil- 
iar. It  was  used  on  Beacon  street  when  the  sewer 
was  laid  there,  and  has  been  used  this  winter  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  on  Washington 
street,  opposite  the  Marlboro'  Hotel.  It  consists 
of  an  endless  rope  with  two  sets  of  buckets  at- 
tached, by  which  the  eartri  is  excavated  with  a 
considerable  saving  of  labor  and  space.  They  are 
able  to  sink  a  trench  without  taking  up  much 
more  room  than  is  actually  required  for  the 
sewer.  The  matter  was  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  by  Mr.  Carson,  who 
stated  he  had  given  the  city  the  benefit 
of  the  experiment  free  of  expense,  and 
he  would  like  some  compensation  for  the 
use  of  the  patent  by  the  city.  He  ac- 
companied the  request  with  a  statement  from  the 
Engineer  showing  the  saving  that  could  be  made 
in  time  and  cost.  I  had  an  estimate  made  by  the 
Engineer  showing  the  quantity  of  earth  necessary 
to  De  removed  during  the  remainder  of  the  work 
to  be  done  by  the  committee.  If  the  same  saving 
could  have  been  made  on  the  whole  work  as  was 
shown  could  have  been  made  on  the  work  on 
the  Calf  Pasture,  which  was  done  by  a 
different  method,  it  would  have  amounted  to 
$20,000.  Much  of  the  work  must  be  done 
on     crowded     streets     where     the     value     of 


the  process  would  be  inestimable.  I  told  Mr. 
Carson  the  city  would  not  pay  him  a  large  amount 
for  the  use  of  this  patent,  and  that  he  must  rely 
upon  the  fact  that  it  was  bought  by  Boston  as  a 
great  portion  of  his  recompense.  He  and  his 
partner,  Mr.  George  Norman, were  willing  to  take 
this  small  sum  for  the  use  of  the  patent.  If  the 
use  of  it  had  been  confined  to  the  improved  sew- 
erage, it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  come 
before  the  Council;  but  for  the  amount  we  are 
paying  him  he  agreed  to  throw  in  the  right  to  use 
it  by  all  the  departments.  The  Superintendent 
of  Sewers  desires  to  use  it,  and  when  the  Water 
Board  comes  to  lay  its  pipes  it  will  need  it  a  great 
deal. 

Mr.  Kendricken — What  struck  me  as  rather 
strange  was,  we  have  almost  got  to  the  end  of  the 
sewer,  and  I  supposed  the  different  sections  were 
let  out  by  contract  or  likely  to  be.  At  the  same 
time,  it  they  have  been  using  and  taking  advan- 
tage of  this  gentleman's  patent,  he  ought  to  be 
compensated.  But  I  supposed  we  bad  got  about 
through  with  this  kind  of  work  and  that  nearly 
all  the  rest  of  the  sewer  would  be  built  by  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  Greenough— Any  contractor  who  may  work 
for  the  city  will  be  allowed  the  benefit  of  this 
process,  and  will  be  able  to  do  more  by  it  than  by 
the  ordinary  method.  It  is  true  the  committee 
have  got  through  with  the  greater  portion  of  the 
work,  but  they  have  to  take  up  the  streets  on  the 
outskirts  and  extend  the  sewer  through  Cause- 
way street  to  Charlestown  Bridge,  etc.  The  most 
unpleasant  part  of  the  work  is  done,  but  the  larg- 
est benefit  received  from  this  process  is  in  taking 
up  the  streets,  and  that  will  be  worth  ten  times 
the  money  we  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— What  time  does  the 
right  to  use  it  extend  ?  The  order  does  not  state. 
Is  it  one  day,  or  seven  years  ?  If  no  information 
can  be  obtained  on  that,  I  should  like  to  have  the 
order  read,  to  use  it  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  Greenough — It  is  for  the  time  of  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  patent,  seventeen  years. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — Is  the  patent  perfect, 
and  would  the  city  have  to  pay  damages  to  some 
one  hereafter? 

Mr.  Greenough — That  is  a  question  to  be  con- 
sidered before  we  pay  anybody  any  money.  This 
order  simply  authorizes  the  Committee  on  Im- 
proved Sewerage  to  buy  it.  Before  doing  so  they 
will  take  legal  advice.  The  guarantee  of  the  joint 
owner  of  this  patent,  Mr.  Norman,  will  be  taken 
against  an  infringement  and  to  defend  the  city 
against  any  suit  which  may  be  brought.  His 
guarantee  will  be  worth  a  great  deal  more  than 
we  will  be  called  upon  to  pay. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— Is  not  this  machine 
the  property  of  the  city  now,  and  did  not  the  city 
pay  for  it  ?  I  understand  the  city  paid  every  cent 
of  the  cost  of  the  machine,  and  the  bill  can  be 
seen  in  the  Auditor's  office  today.  If  that  is  the 
case,  I  don't  see  why  we  should  pay  for  the  use 
of  it. 

Mr.  Greenough — A  part  of  the  actual  cost  of 
this  one  machine — which  is,  I  suppose,  worth 
$200 — has  been  paid  by  the  city;  and  it  is  partly 
in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  he  has  had  the 
opportunity  of  making  these  experiments  at  the 
expense  of  the  city,  that  he  is  selling  the  use  of 
the  process  for  so  small  a  sum.  The  fact  that  we 
have  paid  for  the  cost  of  manufacturing  this  ma- 
chine does  not  give  us  the  right  to  use  this 
patent. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13— The  previous  speaker 
has  not  offered  any  reasons  why  the  rule  should 
be  suspended  tonight.  It  appears  to  be  a  ques- 
tion on  which  the  rule  should  not  be  suspended. 
From  the  interest  taken  by  some  members,  I 
think  it  well  to  let  it  lay  over  one  week  and  shall 
oppose  suspending  the  rule. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  have  no  desire  to  force  it 
through.  I  did  not  think  so  many  objections 
would  be  raised.  I  thought  if  we  were  going  to 
buy  it,  we  might  do  it  right  off.  If  gentlemen 
prefer  to  have  it  lie  over  another  week,  I  certainly 
have  no  objection  and  will  withdraw  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Maguire— I  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  hope  no  such  action  will  be 
taken.  The  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage 
are  able  to  settle  this  matter,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  City  Solicitor.  They  don't  propose  to  take 
anj  action  without  consulting  the  City  Solicitor. 
They  have  full  power  to  buy  the  machine  for  the 
use  of  their  department,  but  they  desire  all  de- 
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partments  of  the  city  to  have  the  benefit  of  it, 
and  have  it  charged  to  their  appropriation. 

Mr.  Kendricken— I  believe  the  committee  are 
justified  in  coming  here  and  asking  for  this  right, 
and  1  hope  we  shall  get  it.  Once  in  possession  of 
it,  it  is  possible  we  may  build  the  sewer  by  day 
labor,  in  a  substantial  manner.  1  didn  t  ask  any 
questions  on  account  of  being  opposed  to  buy- 
ing the  machine;  I  only  wanted  to  be  informed 
in  regard  to  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 

The  order  went  over. 

Trustee  of  Public   Library. 

Mayor's  message  appointing,  subject  to  ap- 
proval, George  B.  Chase  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  five 
years 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee— Messrs.  Coe 
of  Ward  23,  Dudley  of  Ward  4,  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 66 

Yes 65 

No 1 

Mr.  Chase  was  confirmed  in  concurrence. 
Ballast  Inspectors. 

Report  nominating  and  certificate  of  the  elec- 
tion of  William  Dolan  (Inspector  in  Chief ),  John 
Kenney,  John  J.  Caddigan  and  Roger  Sullivan, 
as  ballast  inspectors.  Report  accepted  and  elec- 
tion laid  over. 

The  Appropriation  Bill. 

Amendments  to  the  orders  in  the  reports  of 
the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates  (City  Doc. 
48),  by  making  the  appropriation  for  the  Paving 
Department  8950,000,  and  altering  the  footings  to 
correspond. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  move  the  Council  concur 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  change  they 
have  made  in  regard  to  the  appropriation  for 
paving.  Before  that  question  is  put  I  would  like 
to  say  a  few  words  ou  the  general  subject.  It 
seems  to  me  something  should  be  said  with  refer- 
to  this  whole  matter  of  taxes  for  „his  year.  There 
has  been  some  little  comment  upon  it  in  the 
papers,  as  to  the  increased  tax  rate,  and  also 
some  comments  made  upon  it  in  Lhe  other  branch. 
I  think  it  is  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  two  or  three  points  in  connection  with 
this  tax  levy.  Gentlemen  will  remember  that  for 
two  or  three  years  the  rate  of  taxation  has  been 
exceedingly  low.  Less  amounts  have  been  raised 
than  formerly,  and  last  year  the  least  of  all  was 
raised  and  taxes  were  reduced  to  the  lowest 
amount.  The  idea  was  to  keep  everything 
just  as  it  was,  make  no  provision  for 
the  replacement  of  anything  that  was  worn  out, 
and  in  that  way  the  taxes  were  kept  down.  This 
year  the  amounts  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Auditor's  Estimates  have  been  substantially 
adopted  by  both  branches.  X  find  the  increase  is 
about  $1,975,000,  including  the  State  tax.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  give  me  their  attention,  I  would  like 
to  show  where  this  increase  is,  so  they  can  judge 
whether  it  has  been  necessary  or  not.  In  the  first 
place,  the  State  tax  is  increased  this  year  $412,000 
over  last  year.  In  this  I  think  you  will  agree 
with  me  that  we  cannot  help  ourselves.  The  bal- 
ances found  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the 
financial  year  just  closed  were  8325,000  less  than 
last  year.  That  is  an  item  of  course  which  will 
make  an  increase.  Last  year  there  were  8425,000 
or  thereabouts  turned  into  the  treasury,  and  this 
year  only  about  $100,000.  There  were  also  $185,- 
000  turned  into  the  treasury  last  year 
to  reduce  taxation.  These  were  special 
amounts  that  had  been  in  the  Auditor's 
balances  for  a  number  of  years,  and  by 
vote  of  the  City  Council  last  year,  were  turned 
into  the  treasury  to  reduce  taxation  to  the 
amount  of  $185,000*.  Then  the  city  debt,  which 
has  to  be  assessed  under  the  law,  was  increased 
$97,000  and  over,  and  there  ;s  no  getting  away 
from  that.  The  appropriation  for  Parks  was 
about  8200,000  this  year  in  excess  of  last  year. 
That  is  an  item  which  I  suppose  as  business  men 
we  were  obliged  to  appropriate,  if  we  impropria- 
ted anything,  having  committed  ourselves  to  that 
project  of  improving  the  Back  Bay  park,  so 
called,  although  it  is  not  so  called  by  the  Commis- 
sioners. The  gentleman  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men who  criticised  the  tax  levy  stated  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  this  amount  for  the  park.  As 
business  men  we  could  not  avoid  it  after  having 
committed  the  city  to  that  work.  I  voted 
against  it  in  the'  first  place,  but  I  do  not 
think  we  could  afford  to  vote  against  it 
this     year.      The     Park     Commissioners     have 


shown  that  it  is  a  pretty  fair  business  opera- 
tion. The  amount  for  school  buildings  is  $165,000 
in  excess  of  last  year.  Nothing  has  been  built 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years  except  one 
schoolhouse  in  Charlestown.  A  large  part  of 
this  increase  is  for  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ing at  the  South  End,  that  is,  the  completion  aud 
furnishing  of  the  building.  The  other  buildings 
were  necessary,  as  any  one  who  investigated 
that  matter  would  have  decided.  The  South 
Boston  schoolhouse  is  very  necessary.  The 
children  are  going  to  school  in  half  a  dozen 
different  places,  some  of  which  are  entirely  un- 
fit for  them  to  be  in.  There  was  an  increase  of 
$50,000  for  sewers.  The  Water  Board  are  extend- 
ing their  pipes,  and  of  course  sewers  have  to  be 
built  hand  in  hand  with  the  extension  of  the 
water  pipes.  That  is  an  important  item 
of  health.  This  leaves  $235,000  the  in- 
crease, omitting  the  item  of  paving,  which  is 
a  general  increase  -,ver  all  these  items.  A  lprge 
part  of  it  was  for  the  Fire  and  Police  Depart- 
ments, and  two  or  three  other  items,  all  of  which 
would  be  decided  as  necessary  by  any  one  who 
has  investigated  the  subject.  All  kinds  of  mate- 
rials have  advanced.  The  Council  has  voted  to 
instruct  the  heads  of  departments  to  include  in 
their  estimates  $1  75  a  day  for  labor  against  $1.50. 
All  these  items  have  gone  into  the  tax  levy  to 
make  the  increase  of  81,975,000.  Now,  my  point  is 
this:  $300,000  of  this  increase  is  tor  the  Paving 
Department  Two-thirds  of  that  amount  were 
items  that  we  could  not  get  over.  All  the  contest 
•we  can  have  in  regard  to  this  matter  would  be  on 
about  75e  to  $1  on  a  81000.  The  taxes  this  year 
are  about  $2,800,000  less  than  in  the  year  1874-5. 
If  the  same  valuation  prevails  this  year  as  then, 
the  rate  instead  of  being  $15.50  will  be  about 
$12.58.    That  is  a  point  we  should  bear  in  mind. 

The  Council  concurred  with  the  other  branch 
in  the  amendments. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  school- 
houses;  and  order  for  the  improvement  of  the 
means  of  ventilating  the  school  buildings  during 
the  summer  vacation.    (City  Doc.  52.) 

Order  parsed  in  concurrence.  Subsequently,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Child,  the  passage  of  the  order  was 
reconsidered  and  an  amendment  made  to  the 
order  by  inserting  after  "summer  vacation"  the 
words -"if  not  sooner  practicable,"  and  as  amend- 
ed passed.    Sent  up 

Order  to  transfer  from  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriations  $544.75  for  the  expense  of  con- 
structing a  sewer  in  front  of  the  Old  Poor  House 
estate  in  Dorchester.  Passed  in  concurrence — 
yeas  63,  nays  0. 

Order  for  an  additional  expenditure  of  850  for 
the  purchase  ot  the  portrait  of  Admiral  Winslow. 

Mr.  Whitmore  asked  if  it  was  necessary  for  an 
order  to  be  passed  by  a  yea  and  nay  two-thirds 
vote,  if  the  expense  was  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Incidentals? 

The  President  said  an  order  did  not  necessarily 
require  a  two-thirds  vote  if  the  expense  was 
charged  to  Incidentals,  but  this  order  did  require 
such  a  vote. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence — yeas  59, 
nays  0. 

Order  to  arrange  with  other  parties  in  interest 
for  printing  the  evidence  and  arguments  on  the 
subject  of  establishing  an  elevated  railroad,  the 
proportional  part  of  the  expense  not  to  exceed 
$700. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  moved  to  amend  so  that 
the  expense  would  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Printing  instead  ol  to  Incidentals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  Sent 
up. 

Directors/or  Public  Institutions. 

Report  nominating  James  K.  Fagin.  John  B. 
Martin  and  Oscar  B.Mowry  as  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions,  with  a  minority  report  nominat- 
ing Albeit  T.  Whiting,  John  B.  Martin  and  Oscar 
B.  Mowry. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Charles  Hayden, 
John  B.  Martin  and  Albert  T.  Whiting  as  such 
directors. 

A  ballot  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Heah  said  he  was  authorized  to  withdraw 
the  name  of  Mr.  Godfrey  Morse,  who  desired  not 
to  be  considered  a  candidate. 

Committee— Messrs.  Austin  of  Ward  11,  Devlin 
of  Ward  13,  Pray  of  Ward  5. 
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Whole  number  of  ballots 67 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

John  B.  Martin 40 

James  K.  Fagin 37 

Oscar  B.  Mowry 34 

Charles  Hayden 29 

Albert  T.  Whiting 24 

Nathaniel  Seaver 20 

A.  Hnnmell 3 

Charles  E.  McLean 2 

John  B.  F.  Shields 2 

N.J.  Crofoot 1 

Timothy  Walch 1 

James  Hopkins 1 

P.  F.  McGaragle 1 

Mr.   Martin   was  elected  In    concurrence,  and 

Messrs.   Mowry  and  Fagin  in  non-concurrence. 

Sent  up. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS  FOR  WARD  TWELVE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  he  submitted  the  following  : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Assessors'  De>- 
partment,  who  were  requested  to  inquire  and  re- 
port upon  the  eligibility  of  the  two  persons  chosen 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  hold  the  position  of 
Second  Assistant  Assessor  from  Ward  13,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  report  that, 
in  their  opinion,  the  two  persons  referred  to  are 
eligible  to  hold  the  positions  to  which  they  were 
elected.  For  the  committee, 

John  A.  Kidney. 

The  question  was  upon  accepting  the  report. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  do  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  objecting  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee or  to  the  conclusions  to  which  they  have  ar- 
rived, but  inasmuch  as  the  investigation  wa9 
made  at  my  suggestion,  and  because  the  commit- 
tee have  not  furnished  the  evidence,  slight  as  it 
was,  1  think  it  proper  to  give  the  Council  a  state- 
ment of  what  evidence  was  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  committee  were  instructed  to  inves- 
tigate the  subject.  Any  inloruiation  which  might 
be  offered  by  myself  or  others  was  simply  in 
the  form  of  suggestions  to  them,  and  did  not 
prevent  them  from  making  any  other  Investiga- 
tions if  they  chose.  Finding  they  had  no  power 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  or  to  put 
them  under  oath,  when  they  came  before  them, 
the  committee  were  unable  to  make  a  thor- 
ough investigation.  Two  or  three  points  were 
proved  which  the  Council  are  entitled  to  know. 
It  was  proved  that  Mr.  Osborne  was,  for  a  number 
of  years,  a  resident  of  old  Ward  8.  When  the 
wards  were  divided,  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
this  Council  from  new  Ward  12  with  one  other 
Republican,  and  Mr.  George  A.  Shaw,  who  ran 
upon  the  Independent  ticket.  The  next  year, 
Mr.  Osborne  ran  upon  the  Republican  tieket  for 
the  Legislature,  but  by  that  time  the  ward  had 
shaken  itself  together,  and  was  then,  as  it  is  now, 
overwhelmingly  Democratic.  At  that  time,  Mr. 
Osborne  removed,  apparently,  with  all  the  family 
that  remained  to  him,  out  to  Morton  place,  in 
Ward  22.  The  directory  shows  that,  and  the 
point  is  not  disputed.  Tlie  question  was,  whether 
he  did  make  any  arrangement  to  continue  to  hold 
a  legal  residence  in  Ward  12.  The  evidence  was 
that,  after  the  removal  of  his  family,  he  hired  a 
house  in  Ward  12,  directly  opposite  his 
place  of  business.  It  was  shown  by  the 
eviuence  of  his  landlord  that  he  paid  a 
dollars  and  a  quarter  a  week  for  a  furnished  room 
which  he  had  occupied  off  and  on  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years.  The  landlord  would  not  under- 
take to  say  that  he  had  been  there  more  than  two 
or  three  nights  a  ween.  There  was  evidence  that 
he  had  spent  two  or  three  nights  a  week  in  South 
Boston.  Mr.  Osborne  volunteered  the  informa- 
tion that  he  often  spent  Sunday  in  Ward  22.  It 
was  shown  that  the  nine  weeks  last  fall  he  took 
charge  of  a  room  of  a  friend  in  Ward  12.  There 
was  no  dispute  about  his  owning  the  house  in 
Morton  place,  and  no  dispute  that  his  family  lives 
there.  It  was  shown  that  during  these  two  years 
Mr.  Osborne  had  held  a  season  ticket  on  the 
Providence  road  to  the  Roxbury  crossing.  He 
claimed  it  was  cheaper  for  him  to  do  that  than  to 
buy  tickets  when  he  had  jobs  at  Roxbury,  as  he 
could  ride  thirty  times  a  day  and  sendbundles 
without  cost.  There  was  no  evidence  that 
any  friends  of  his  were  ever  invited  to  his  room. 
The  counsel  for  Mr.  Osborne  took  this  rather  re 
markable  ground  of  defence  for  his  client:  That 
under  the  law  if  Mr.  Osborne  has  merely  hung  up 
a  linen  duster  in  that  room  on  the  first  day  of 
May  he  was  a  resident  of  that  ward  f->r  the  ensu- 
ing year.  He  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  it  Mr. 
Osborne  had  lived  in  Ward  12  he  was  a  resident 
until  he  coula  prove  he  had  moved  away.    What- 


ever the  law  may  be,  this  Council  is  to  be  the 
judge  of  its  own  ordinances.  When  it  uses  the 
language,  "that  an  assessor  shall  be  a  resident  of 
the  ward  in  which  he  is  to  assess,"  it  is  for  the 
Council  to  decide  whether  there  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  show  that  Mr.  Osborne  is  still  an  inhab- 
itant of  Ward  12.  I  did  not  choose,  because  I 
thought  it  would  be  unbecoming  to  make  any  in- 
vestigation into  Mr.  Osborne's  habits  and  his  way 
of  spending  the  day  or  night,  because  that  be- 
longed to  the  committee  if  they  saw  fit  and  had 
the  power.  I  think  the  committee  will  not  dis- 
pute the  statements  I  have  made.  They  will 
also  agree  that  there  was  an  impression  left  on 
the  minds  of  the  committee  that  if  Mr.  Osborne 
claims  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  Ward  12,  he  has  fo- 
rest his  case  entirely  on  the  legal  construction  to 
be  given  to  the  fact  that  he  has  hired  a  room  in 
that  ward,  which  he  has  occupied  two  or  three 
times,  off  and  on,  during  th3  last  year.  It  is  for 
this  Council  to  consider  whether  that  is  such  an 
inhabitant  as  the  ordinance  clearly  provides  for 
to  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Second  Assistant 
Assessor.  First  Assistant  Assessors  are  allowed 
to  be  inhabitants  of  any  ward,  and  are  assigned 
to  different  wards,  according  to  convenience.  But 
it  is  expressly  provided  that  the  Second  Assistant 
Assessor  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  ward  in  which 
he  assesses.  The  idea  apparently  was,  he  should 
be  some  well-known  reputable  citizen  residing 
among  the  people  whose  taxes  he  is  to  assess.  It 
is  well  shown  that  Mr.  Osborne  was  not  an 
inhabitant  of  either  ward  in  the  city,  but 
on  the  contrary,  for  political  reasons,  he  was 
carefully  keeping  himself  so  balanced,  accord- 
ing to  intent,  that  he  could  claim  to  be  a  resident 
of  either  Ward  23  or  Ward  12.  I  do  not  propose 
to  say  anything  in  regard  to  his  qualifications, 
but  the  committee  having  made  their  recom- 
mendations. I  hope  they  will  try  to  justify  them. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  B,  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  to  ballot  for  two  Second  Assistant 
Assessors  for  Ward  12. 

Committee— Messrs.  Kidney  of  Ward  6,  Wyman 
of  Ward  21,  Wharton  of  Ward  11. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 66 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

P.  F.  McDonald 1 

John  B.  Curry 1 

Nathaniel  Seaver 1 

Richard  N.  O'Brien 1 

Moses  Kimball 1 

James  H.  Regan 2 

Francis  Hayden 20 

John  Osborne.  Jr 23 

Alfred  I.  Woodbury 37 

Richard  J.  Jennings 38 

Mr.  Woodbury  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence and  Mr.  Jennings  in  non-concurrence. 

[The  subject  was  acted  upon  later  in  the  ses- 
sion.] 

THE  DEATH  OF  JOSEPH   KENNEY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  eight  o'clock 
P.  M.,  viz. — 

Report  on  the  subject  of  the  death  of  Joseph 
Kenney  in  Point  Shirley  Gut  March  15, 1880. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7—1  asked  that  the  matter 
be  specially  assigned  to  this  hour  for  the  reason 
that  the  report  v?as  presented  late  in  the  session, 
and  I  had  an  idea  that  the  committee  wished  to 
make  some  explanation.  The  order  asked  that  the 
matter  might  be  investigated,  and  the  gentleman 
who  presented  it  intended  there  should  be  a  full  in- 
vestigation. Itappears  thatonlytwo  witnesses  were 
heard— Officer  Porter  and  Mr.  Underwood,  the 
superintendent.  I  think  the  least  the  committee 
might  have  done  was  to  have  heard  the  statement 
of  the  boatman,  which  was  published  in  the  Sun- 
day Globe,  and  which  was  entirely  different  from 
that  of  Mr.  Porter.  I  hope  there  will  be  a  full 
investigation.  I  have  no  special  interest  in  it  any 
more  than  that  the  party  drowned  was,  and  his 
father  is  now,  a  resident  of  Ward  7.  The  com- 
mittee have  not  investigated  it  as  fully  as  they 
might.  If  the  only  party  present  had  been  Officer 
Porter  it  might  have  been  well  enough  for  him  to 
be  the  only  witness.  I  understand  there  were 
Other  parties  present,  and  the  boatman  has  made 
a  statement  which  was  published  in  the  Sunday 
Globe.  In  justice  to  the  officer  that  statement 
should  be  made  before  the  committee  or  be 
retracted.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  Officer 
Porter  took  deliberate  aim  and  fired  at  Kenney, 
and  in  the  judgement  of  the  boatman  the  officer 
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snot  Keuney.  The  committee  should  at  least  see 
the  boatman  and  hear  the  young  man  who  was 
with  Kenney  at  the  time,  if  he  knows  anything 
about  the  matter.  I  think  this  is  something  of 
importance.  It  relates  to  the  death  of  a  young 
man  who  might  have  become  a  good  citizen  of 
Boston.  He  was  convicted  for  a  simple  offence 
only.  I  think  the  committee  have  not  made  any 
ettort  to  have  the  boatman  present,  and  this  mat- 
ter should  be  recommitted  to  them,  to  hear  his 
statement  and  the  statements  of  whatever  other 
persons  were  present.  1  would  ask  some  member 
of  the  committee  whether  or  not  there  was  any 
reason  why  the  boatman  was  not  present  at  the 
hearing. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23 — As  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of 
this  branch,  I  would  state  that  I  was  not  at  the  in- 
vestigation, being  out  of  the  city.  Since  the  report 
was  presented  to  the  Council,  1  have  taken  consid- 
erable pains  to  ascertain  the  facts,  so  that  1  might 
be  able  to  present  thein  to  the  Council,  if  any 
questions  were  asked.  I  learned  that  on  the 
morning  in  question  the  prisoners  were  turned 
out  into  the  yard  about  six  o'clock,  where  they 
were  to  wait  until  the  officers  of  the  institution 
had  got  their  breakfast,  when  they  would  be 
placed  in  their  proper  positions  as  laborers  at 
their  several  points  of  duty  for  the  day.  It  ap- 
peared that  two  prisoners  walked  out  of  the  yard 
and  went  to  this  gut,  endeavoring  to  escape.  It 
appeared  that  Officer  Porter  took  his  po^icion  to 
watch  and  be  on  duty  while  theboatmau  went  to 
his  breakfast.  I  understand  there  was  no  boat- 
man there  while  Mr.  Porter  was  there;  Officer 
Porter  saw  these  two  prisoners  on  the  shore  on 
the  Deer  Island  side;  that  he  fired  once  to  make 
them  return;  that  one  of  the  men  did  return  and 
ran  around  into  the  yard  and  mix  up  with 
the  crowd  as  quick  as  he  could.  No 
man  on  the  Island  knows  who  the  party  was  that 
returned,  or  if  he  does  he  will  not  tell.  This  Ken- 
ney went  into  the  water.  Porter  ordered  him 
back  and  he  would  not  come.  Porter  fired,  and 
says  he  fired  above  the  man's  head.  That  is  all 
the  information  we  could  get  in  relation  to  the 
circumstances.  Kenney  kept  on,  and  at  last  he 
suddenly  sank.  The  boatman  came  to  his  relief, 
and  be  and  Officer  Porter  did  all  they  could  to 
find  the  body.  The  committee  could  make  no 
other  report  than  what  they  could  get  from  Mr. 
Porter,  backed  up  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Under- 
wood. There  is  no  way  of  ascertaining  whether 
or  not  this  man  Kenney  had  a  ball  in  him  until 
the  body  is  found.  The  committee  have  no  au- 
thority to  call  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, "but  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Little,  the 
president,  and  the  other  members,  everything 
-was  done  to  aid  the  committee  that  could  be. 
There  is  no  other  report  to  make  until  such  time 
as  the  body  may  be  found. 

Mr.  Ward — Was  the  boatman  requested  to  be 
present  at  the  hearing? 

Mr.  Brown — I  am  unable  to  answer  that  ques- 
tion. I  hope  some  of  my  associates  on  the  com- 
mittee will  answer. 

Mr.  Austin  of  Ward  11 — This  boatman,  who  was 
named  Hurley,  was  discharged  some  three  or 
four  days  before  the  hearing.  There  was  no  way 
of  getting  at  him.  No  one  knew  where  he  was. 
A  member  of  the  Council  made  a  statement  that 
he  was  at  work  in  Hast  Boston,  but  we  had  no  au- 
thority to  bring  him.  Neither  had  we  any  author- 
ity to  bring  the  directors  or  Mr.  Underwood.  As 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  said,  they 
came  by  courtesy.  The  evidence  taken  by  the 
committee  was,  as  has  been  stated  by  the  chair- 
man, Mr.  Porter's  statement  was  not  under  oath, 
but  he  was  willing  to  make  any  and  all  his  state- 
ments before  the  committee  under  oath. 
The  order  as  presented  in  the  Council  re- 
quested the  committee  to  make  inquiries,  to  in- 
vestigate and  report.  They  made  all  the  inquiries 
they  possibly  could,  not  having  any  jurisdiction 
in  the  matter.  The  officers  at  Deer  Island,  after 
receiving  the  prisoners,  are  under  the  charge  of 
the  State.  They  are  responsible  to  the  State  for 
the  care  of  those  prisoners  and  cannot  allow  them 
to  escape.  They  use  the  same  authority  allowed 
in  all  other  penal  institutions.  When  they  cannot 
stop  a  prisoner  from  escaping  in  any  other  way, 
they  shoot  him.  Whether  they  have  orders  to  that 
effect  at  the  island,  we  do  not  know,  but  I  pre- 
sume they  have  the  same  authority  which  the 
State  gives  to  all  officers  of  institutions  of  that 
kind.  Nothing  was  proven  to  show  that  the  man 
was  shot.  He  stood  in  the  water  seven  or  eight 
minutes  with  his  arms  folded.    The  water  was  so 


cold  that  morning  that  it  froze  on  the  beach.  Mr. 
Porter  states  that  he  did  not  shoot  the  man,  but 
that  after  he  shot,  Kenney  swain  two-thirds  of  the 
distance  to  Point  Shirley. 'Tue  tide  was  quiteswift, 
and  after  reaching  a  spot  where  there  is  a  strong 
eddy  it  is  supposed  he  was  carried  down.  There 
was  no  evidence  to  show  he  was  shot. 

Mr.  Folan— Having  had  an  invitation  to  appear 
before  the  committee  the  report  presents  notuing 
new  to  me.  1  have  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but  what 
the  man  was  shot.  Mr.  Porter  said  he  was  not  an 
expert  at  shooting,  and  he  was  as  likely  to  shoot 
him  accidentally  as  not,  in  my  opinion"  Further- 
more they  did  not  know  who  the  young  man  was 
who  came  down  to  make  his  escape  with  Kenney. 
When  they  came  out  in  the  morning,  officers  were 
detailed  to  go  with  them  where  they  were  going 
to  work.  These  two  men  were  allowed  to  escape 
from  that  officer.  Mr.  Underwood  said  the  father 
could  not  be  notified  until  the  second  day  after 
the  death  occurred.  But  Mr.  Porter  said  he  knew 
Kenney  was  in  the  water  that  morning.  Now  here 
is  certainly  a  contradiction.  Mr.  Underwood  said 
he  could  not  tell  until  roll  call  at  night 
whether  if  was  Kenney  or  not.  But  Porter 
knew  it  was  Kenney.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  shooting  was  intentional  or  not,  but 
it  looks  to  me  as  if  "things  were  managed  quite 
loosely.  It  says  in  the  report,  "Mr  Porter  con- 
tinued to  pursue  them,  and  tired  his  revolver  into 
the  air  while  running.  When  he  fired  the  men 
separated,  one  running  up  the  beach  and  return- 
ing to  the  yard,  and  the  other,  who  it  was  subse- 
quently ascertained  was  Joseph  Kenney,  running 
into  the  water.  When  Mr.  Porter  reached  the 
beach  Kenney  stood  in  the  water,  with  his  arms 
folded,  the  water  being  about  breast  high.  Mr. 
Porcer  oidered  him  to  come  out,  and  he  refused. 
Mr.  Porter  then  threatened  to  fire  at  him  uuless 
he  came  out,  and  Kenney  again  refused.  Mr. 
Porter  then  tried  to  persuade  him,  telling  him 
that  if  he  would  come  out  and  return  to  the  yard 
he  would  not  say  anything  about  the  attempt  to 
escape.  Kenney  refused  again,  and  Mr.  Porter 
fired  his  pistol  in  the  air,  aiming  eight  or  ten  feet 
above  Kenney's  head." 

This  man  is  not  an  expert  at  shooting,  but  he 
could  tell  whether  he  tired  within  ten  feet  of  his 
head     The  report  goes  on  to  say — 

"Kenney  then  turned  and  began  to  swim  off. 
Porter  tired  again,  aiming  about  twelve  feet  away 
from  Kenney." 

I  think  he  must  have  been  quite  expert  at 
shooting.  It  seems  to  ine,  as  long  as  there  was 
nobody  at  the  hearing  but  Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Under- 
wood and  Mr.  Little,  it  was  certainly  altogether 
a  one-sided  affair.  I  have  nothing  to  say  about 
the  committee,  because  they  have  done  all  that  is 
specified  in  the  order.  But  it  seems  to  me  they 
ought  to  have  sent  for  those  who  were  on  the 
beach  at  the  time.  One  of  them  can  be  got  any 
time.  He  lives  in  South  Boston.  On  cross-exam- 
ination Mr.  Porter  remarked  that,  if  he  hail  shot 
Kenney,  he  would  not  be  found  in  Boston  today. 
Now,  as  some  gentlemen  have  stated  that  they 
have  a  right  to  shoot  any  prisoner  escaping  from 
the  institution,  it  seems  strange  to  me,  if  he 
has  a  right  to  shoot,  why  he  should  say  he  would 
not  be  in  Boston  after  the  shooting.  Then,  in 
answer  to  the  question  put  to  Mr.  Underwood,  he 
would  not  answer,  directly  or  indirectly,  whether 
Mr.  Porter  had  the  privilege  of  shooting  a  pris- 
oner or  not.  It  seems  to  me  they  don't  know 
whether  they  have  the  right  to  do  anything  down 
there  or  not.  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5—1  was  down  at  the  Island 
when  I  first  heard  about  Mr.  Kenney's  death,  and 
felt  it  my  duty  to  make  some  inquiries.  I  found 
the  facts  precisely  as  reported  by  the  committee. 
I  asked  what  means  were  taken  to  find  the  body 
of  that  man.  They  told  me  they  dragged  all  that 
day  and  the  following  day,  but  the  current  was 
remarkably  swift  and  he  was  in  the  water  where 
it  is  deep.  That  he  turned  and  swam  some 
hundred  yards  from  where  the  boat  was,  and 
suddenly  threw  up  his  arms  and  sank. 
Now  in  regard  to  the  loose  management, 
as  alleged  by  the  gentleman.  No  one  knew  where 
Kenney's  friends  lived.  They  finally  found  his 
father  lived  in  Endicott  street;  but  he  has  a  can- 
cer or  some  other  complaint,  and  did  n't  seem  to 
be  in  a  condition  to  know  anything  about  busi- 
ness. They  did  find  his  uncle.  A  special  mes- 
senger came  from  the  island  to  hunt  this  matter 
up.  The  uncle  had  a  permit  and  went  to  the 
island  and  seemed  to  be  perfectly  satisfied.  Now, 
in  regard  to  covering  this  up.    I  have  been  pres- 
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ent  with  every  member  of  the  Board,  with  the  ex  - 
ception  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  not  one  desires  any- 
thing covered  up.  The  laws  prescribe  what  shall 
be  done  with  those  men,  and  the  city  ordinances 
carry  them  into  effect.  The  prisoners  are  placed 
in  charge  of  this  Board,  and  the  Board  place 
them  in  charge  of  superintendent  and  officers, 
and  it  is  intended  to  carry  out  the  laws.  Many 
men  go  there  for  simple  offences.  There  must  be 
a  rule,  and  1  will  say  an  iron  hand,  to  govern 
these  institutions,  ft  was  the  duty  of  the  officer 
to  use  such  means  as  were  in  his  power  to 
make  that  man  return.  He  says  he  did  not  shoot 
him.  Had  that  man  been  shot  and  injured  very 
much  he  could  not  have  swam  in  that  swift  water 
as  he  did.  That  he  did  do,  and  went  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  stream  and  sank.  The  man  in  the  boat 
was  a  prisoner;  who  he  is  I  know  not.  The  direc- 
tors are  willing  to  have  the  fullest  investigation 
of  this  matter.  I  ha\e  no  objection  to  the  recom- 
mitment and  leave  it  to  the  Council  to  judge. 

Mr.  Lovell  01  Ward  1 — 1  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  which  investigated  this  matter,  and 
believe  X  asked  General  Unoerwuod  this  question, 
whether  he  considered  that  his  officers  had  a 
right  to  shoot.  He  replied  that  he  did  not  know, 
but  at  the  same  time  he  remarked  that 
when  a  prisoner  was  sent  to  his  institu- 
tion, the  court  which  sentenced  him,  with 
the  law  of  the  State  behind  it,  instructed 
him  to  detain  that  man  the  length  of  his  sen- 
tence. This  young  man  was  sentenced  for  three 
months.  ft  makes  no  difference  what  the 
crime  is,  the  sentence  is  as  Liinding  for  three 
months  as  for  three  years.  Mr.  Underwood  was 
bound  by  law  to  retain  that  man  for  three 
months.  Look  at  the  power  of  the  keeper  of  a 
State  prison,  ft  does  not  specify  that  he  has 
power  to  shoot  in  order  to  detain  his  prisoner, 
but  the  law  says  he  shall  preserve  order  and  de- 
tain the  prisoners  there.  No  one,  I  think,  will 
question  that  they  have  power  to  detain  the  pris- 
oners, even  by  extra  measures.  These  two  men 
came  down  upon  the  beacu.  The  moment  they 
left  the  other  prisoners  they  disobeyed  the  law. 
That  was  perfectly  plain  to  them  and  they  knew 
there  was  a  penalty  for  doing  so.  This  very  offi- 
cer was  put  there  to  prevent  them  from  disobey- 
ng  the  law.  une  man  went  one  way,  this  young 
man  went  another,  in  order  to  frighten  him  the 
officer  fired  into  the  water.  ft  does  not 
matter  how  high  he  fired,  but  be  took 
that  means  of  Irightening  him  and  induc- 
ing him  to  go  back  into  the  yard.  But  the  man 
went  into  the  water  and  stood  there  seven  or 
eight  minutes,  according  to  he  testimony  of  this 
officer,  and  there  he  held  some  conversation  with 
him.  The  officer  offered  inducements  which  he 
had  no  real  authority  to  offer,  but  did  so  as  a 
matter  of  humanity,  promising  that  if  he  re- 
turned nothing  would  be  said  about  it.  The  man 
defied  him  by  not  coming  ashore.  Then  the  man 
states  what  f  believe  is  the  only  weak  part  of  his 
testimony,  that  he  did  not  try  to  shoot  him  then. 
H  we  take  away  this  power  to  detain  those  men 
in  prisons,  those  who  are  disposed  to  run  away 
would  attempt  to  do  so  it  they  knew  that  their 
lives  were  not  in  danger.  Our  lives  are  the  most 
important  part  of  us,  and  if  those  men  knew  they 
were  not  in  danger,  inside  of  forty-eight  hours 
a  large  portion  of  them  would  attempt  to 
escape.  ft  has  been  stated  that  the  roll 
was  not  called  until  that  night.  The 
steamer  had  gone  when  they  found  out  who 
this  person  was,  and  General  Underwood  says  he 
took  the  pains  to  send  a  boatman  round  to  Boston 
by  Point  Shirley,  to  notify  the  young  man's  fa- 
ther, ft  this  order  is  simply  for  inquiry  i  have 
no  objection  to  further  investigation,  but  if  it  is 
to  lead  to  laxity  of  discipline  in  these  institutions, 
it  should  be  looked  into  very  carefully  by  this 
Council. 

Mr.  Ward— During  the  remarks  ol  several  gen- 
tlemen X  have  learned  that  the  boatman  had  been 
discharged,  f  would  ask  whether  he  was  em- 
ployed mere  or  whether  he  was  a  prisoner. 

Mr.  Austin—  The  boatman  was  a  eonvict  whose 
term  of  service  expired  three  or  four  days  before 
the  hearing. 

Mr.  Ward— It  seems  the  boatman  was  not  re- 
quested to  be  present  because  the  committee  did 
not  know  where  to  find  him.  I  think  the  order 
called  for  a  report  at  this  meeting,  and  the  com- 
mittee should  have  taken  another  week  to  tind 
the  boatman.  The  statemert  I  have  referred  to 
as  published  in  the  Globe  should  have  led  the 
committee  to  have  the  boatman  present  at  the 
hearing.     Furthermore,  I  understand  from  the 


young  man's  uncle,  that  the  first  he  heard  of  it 
was  on  Wednesday,  and  the  young  man  was 
drowned  on  Monday  morning.  It  is  stated  that 
Colonel  Underwood  sent  a  messenger  to  inform 
the  father  on  Tuesday.  The  uncle  stated  to  me 
that  no  information  whatever  reached  the  parents 
or  any  of  his  relations  until  Wednesday  noon, 
and  then  it  came  from  a  party  who  had  come 
from  the  island  and  was  not  sent  by  the  super- 
intendent. It  is  not  for  us  to  consider 
whether  Officer  Porter  had  a  right  to  shoot. 
It  is  only  for  us  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  he  did.  After  that  we  can  decide  whether 
an  officer  at  the  Island  has  a  right  to  shoot  a 
prisoner  trying  to  escape.  I  believe  the  matter 
ought  to  be  more  thoroughly  investigated,  and  do 
not  think  the  time  will  he  misspent.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter which  every  member  of  this  Council  must  be 
interested  in,  whether  or  not  prisoners  at  the 
Island  may  be  shot  and  nothing  done  about  it.  It 
is  of  the  utmost  importance.  I  believe  in  disci- 
pline at  the  Island,  and  think  the  rules  must  be 
strict.  But  I  can  hardly  see  any  reason  in  this 
case  why  the  committee  should  have  stopped 
when  they  had  merely  heard  the  statement  of 
officer  Borter  and  Colonel  Underwood.  They 
should  have  gone  farther,  and,  if  necessary,  asked 
for  further  time  to  find  the  boatman,  which  they 
could  have  done  with  very  little  exertion. 
The  young  man's  uncle  stated  to  me  that  when 
he  went  to  the  Island  he  asked  to  see  the  young 
man  Moore  who  was  the  companion  of  young 
Kenney,  and  was  told  there  was  no  such  party  on 
the  island.  That  accounted  for  the  statement 
that  they  did  not  know  who  he  was.  The  proper 
course  for  the  Council  to  take  is  to  recommit  it 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  and  fsk 
for  further  investigation. 

Mr.  Brown — i  do  not  understand  why  it  is  neo 
essary  to  refer  the  matter  back  to  the  committee. 
They  have  done  all  they  could.  Doubtless  the 
committee  would  have  had  the  boatman  before 
them  if  he  could  have  been  found.  But  suppose- 
he  had  been  there  and  said,  I  know  Mr.  Porter 
shot  young  Kenney,  and  I  saw  him  fall;  and  Mr. 
Porter  had  said,  I  did  not  shoot  him.  Which  are 
you  going  to  believe  ?  They  could  not  take  Por- 
ter's evidence  on  one  side  without  taking  the 
other  man's  on  the  other.  If  the  evidence  was 
stronger  on  the  boatman's  side  than  on  Mr.  Por- 
ter's, the  committee  could  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  It  would  then  come  before  the  State  au- 
thorities. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  to 
a  committee  consisting  of  three  members  of  the 
Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join,  with  instructions  to  fully  investigate  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  matter  referred 
to  therein. 

The  motion  prevailed  by  a  rising  vote — 29  for, 
26  against.  Mr.  Ward  moved  a  reconsideration^ 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Subsequently  the  President  appointed  Messrs. 
Ward  of  Ward  7,  Fisher  of  Ward  24  and  Sweetser 
of  Ward  23  as  said  committee.    Sent  up. 

WARD  TWELVE  ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  stated  there  was  a  mistake  in  the 
initials  of  one  of  the  candidates  elected  Second 
Assistant  Assessor  for  Ward  12,  and  asked  for  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  to  enable  him  to  make  a 
motion  to  cover  Mie  point. 

'Ihe  rule  was  suspended  and  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  notify  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  election  of  R:chard  F. 
instead  of  Richard  J.  Jennings.  There  was  no 
mistake  about  the  person,  but  the  wrong  initial 
was  given  in  preparing  the  ballot.  He  desired 
the  Clerk  to  be  instructed  to  correct  the  error  up- 
on the  records. 

Mr.  Pratt  asked  if  this  was  the  way  to  get  at  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  would  be  glad  to  receive 
any  suggestions  that  would  put  it  right  before 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Pratt  said  the  vote  was  taken  for  Richard 
J.  Jennings,  and  how  could  they  instruct  the  clerk 
to  declare  that  the  vote  was  for  a  different  name 
from  the  one  on  the  ballots  cast. 

Mr.  Whit  1 1  ore  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
heretofore  alterations  in  the  announcement  of 
vc.teshad  been  made.  At  the  last  meeting  bal- 
lots were  used  bearing  a  name  different  from  the 
real  name  of  the  candidate.  Mr.  R.  F.  Jennings 
is  well  i.nown  to  most  of  the  persons  who  voted 
for  him,  and  that  he  lives  in  Ward  12.  He  left 
it  to  the  decisio  i  of  the  Chair  to  say 
whether  it  is  advisable  to  press  it  or 
withdraw  it.    He  hoped  Mr.  Pratt  would  not  ob- 
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ject  for  the  sake  of  objecting,  but  that  the  rec- 
ords will  be  corrected  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  President—  If  no  member  objects,  the  Chair 
will  not  refuse  to  put  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  object,  and  ask  a  ruling  on  the 
point  raised. 

The  President  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order. 

[Subject  was  acted  upon  again  later  in  the  ses- 
sion.] 

THE  PROPOSED  BRIDGE  TO  CHARLESTOWN. 

Mr.  Hosley  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  reject- 
ing that  order  for  the  committee  on  the  new 
bridge  between  Boston  and  Charlestown  to  visit 
other  cities  to  obtain  information  on  the  subject 
ef  the  construction  of  said  bridge. 

Mr.  Swift — I  hope  the  reconsideration  will  not 
prevail.  I  am  not  afraid  to  trust  the  committee  to 
spend  the  city's  money.  No  doubt  they  would 
behave  themselves  with  propriety  and  spend  no 
more  than  was  necessary.  My  opposition  is  on 
entirely  different  grounds.  If  we  send  this  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  plans  of  other  bridges  at 
this  time  we  shall  be  acting  prematurely.  We 
have  not  yet  voted  to  build  a  bridge  between 
Charlestown  and  the  city  proper.  We  have  only 
passed  an  order  requesting  the  Legislature  to 
give  us  authority  to  build  such  a  bridge.  That 
order  was  passed  without  opposition  in  the  City 
Council.  Not  a  single  reason  has  been  brought 
forward  to  show  that  a  new  bridge  is  necessary. 
After  authority  to  act  had  been  granted,  we 
might  then  decide  whether  we  would  exercise  it, 
we  were  told.  Sow  1  am  told  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  among  the  citizens  of  Charlestown; 
that  some  believe  a  new  bridge  ought  to 
be  built,  that  others  think  tbe  widening 
of  Warren  Bridge  will  accomplish  every- 
thing desired.  When  the  reasons  are  presented 
for  building  a  new  bridge  it  may  be  we  shall  vote 
to  do  it,  but  we  have  not  done  that  yet.  If  we 
authorize  this  committee  to  inspect  the  plans  of 
other  bridges,  it  will  be  taking  a  step  towards 
committing  ourselves  to  a  plan  before  the  mat- 
ter has  beeli  discussed.  I  understana  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  to  state  that  they  wish  to  visit 
Philadelphia  to  inspect  a  double-deck  biidge,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  be  just  the  kind  needed 
between  Charlestown  and  Boston.  Certainly  we 
ought  to  have  this  very  important  measure  dis- 
cussed before  we  do  anything  of  that  sort.  Such 
a  bridge  will  cost  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  it  is 
unwise  to  commit  ourselves  to  any  particular 
plan  before  the  matter  has  been  fully  presented 
to  the  Council  and  discussed. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  am  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  the  order  for  the  reasons  very  well 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  It  is  cer- 
tainly forestalling  the  action  of  the  Council.  It 
is  a  good  way  to  urge  a  project  to  have  the  pre- 
liminary steps  taken  as  a  matter  of  course.  This 
involves  a  large  expenditure.  The  subject  of  our 
expenditures  is  very  serious.  I  am  glad  a  voice 
of  warning  was  raised  in  the  other  branch  at  the 
last  meeting,  and  am  very  sure  a  majority  of  the 
citizens  will  agree  with  me  in  that  opinion.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  for  me  to  urge  the  necessity  of 
limiting  our  expenditures  to  matters  absolutely 
needed.  It  is  very  well  known  we  are  near  our 
limit.  The  intent  of  the  act  limiting  indebted- 
ness to  three  per  cent,  was  that  that  is  a  danger- 
ous limit  to  pass.  If  so,  it  is  at  least  a 
dangerous  limit  to  approach.  We  are  very 
near  it.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
three  per  cent,  to  which  we  are  limited  now  was 
based  upon  a  valuation  S1G0, 000,000  above  that  of 
last  year.  Our  borrowing  capacity  will  not  be  in- 
ereased  until  that  valuation  is  reached,  except 
by  increasing  the  sinking  funds,  which  is  very 
expensive.  There  is  one  feature  in  this  connec- 
tion which  I  dislike,  and  that  is  the  readiness 
with  which  some  conservative  members  seem  to 
urge  schemes  involving  large  expenditures.  An- 
other reason  for  opposing  the  order  is  that  I  do 
not  think  the  opinion  of  the  committee  upon  the 
subject— they  being  non-professionals — would  be 
of  any  use  to  tbe  Council. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  think  we  might  risk  the 
committee  with  a  little  liberty  in  expending  some 
money  in  obtaining  information  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  bridges.  The  Boston  bridges  need 
some  attention.  If  the  committee  go  to  Philadel- 
phia they  will  take  some  professional  with  them 
and  give  us  an  intelligent  report.  Any 
one  who  has  been  in  Philadelphia  and 
examined  the  bridge  in  question  would 
wish  very  much  to  see  some  such  style  of  bridge 
here.  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  this  order,  although 


I  don't  know  whether  I  shall  be  willing  to  vote 
for  any  bridge  the  committee  might  recommend 
between  the  city  proper  and  Charlestown.  In 
order  to  know  whether  we  shall  vote  for  any  such 
scheme,  as  the  gentleman  calls  it,  we  want  to 
know  what  the  scheme  is.  The  committee  was 
appointed  to  bring  forward  an  intelligent  propo- 
sition to  be  accepted  or  l ejected.  After  the  state- 
ments made,  I  think  it  eminently  proper  to  grant 
them  the  privilege  they  ask. 

Mr.  Christal — The  gentleman  says  they  will  take 
some  one  versed  in  the  matter.  It  seems  to  me 
better  to  send  that  person  without  the  commit- 
tee If  we  have  parties  iu  the  City  Government 
who  understand  this  matter,  they  are  the  ones  to 
send. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5— The  city  has  created  this 
oominittee,  and  I  suppose  they  were  intended  to 
do  something  in  regard  to  this  bridge  question. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  says  the  inhabitants 
of  Charlestown  disagree.  Charlestown  is  not 
wholly  interested.  It  is  a  Boston  bridge,  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  city.  The  case  seems  to 
be  made  out  that  a  bridge  is  needed  some  time 
not  far  in  the  future.  I  deny  that  this  is  a  scheme. 
It  is  an  actual  necessity.  It  has  been  shown  that 
the  bridges  are  not  better  than  thev  were  firry 
years  ago.  Bailioads  are  to  be  run  at  each  end 
of  the  bridge  and  it  is  well  known  what  is  expect- 
ed to  take  place  in  the  future.  That  is  where  the 
argument  come-  in  for  an  elevated  bridge.  The 
foundations  of  an  elevated  bridge  will  not  cost 
more  than  for  an  ordinary  bridge.  The  question 
is  whether  we  shall  carry  out  the  wishes  of  this 
eomnnttee  whom  we  have  appointed  to  investi- 
gate this  subject.  I  hope  the  reconsideration  will 
be  carried. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  the  com- 
mittee are  beginning  at  the  wrong  end.  It  is  a 
very  skilful  way  to  begin  if  they  wish  to  commit 
the  City  Government  to  a  particular  plan.  But 
they  should  present  an  oraer  or  resolution  recom- 
mending that  the  bridge  be  built.  When  that 
question  comes  up  1  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  ably 
presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  and  the 
other  members  from  that  section.  If  we  pass 
this  order  we  seem  to  assume  that  the  bridge  is 
to  be  built  and  that  we  want  a  particular  plan. 
What  can  the  committee  find  out  by  going  to 
Philadelphia?  We  know  a  double-deck  bridge 
can  be  built.  But  whether  such  a  biidge  can  be 
built  within  Charlestown  and  Boston  is  something 
the  committee  cannot  undertake  to  decide.  The 
first  thing  to  decide  is  whether  we  will  build  a 
new  bridge  or  widen  Warren  Bridge.  If  we  de- 
cide to  build,  then  we  should  consider  what  is  the 
best  plan.  When  we  decide  that  a  new  bridge 
shall  be  built,  then  it  will  be  proper  to  look  at 
other  bridges. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  do  not  agree  with  my 
friend  that  this  is  the  wrong  way  to  enter  upon 
this  matter.  It  looks  to  me  as  if  this  was  a  care- 
ful committee.  I  do  not  wish  to  compliment 
them,  but  I  think  they  are  careful.  They  wish  to 
look  at  this  bridge  In  Philadelphia  to  ascertain  if 
it  is  a  proper  one  for  us  to  build,  and  learn  the 
cost.  Possibly  when  they  find  out  what  the  ex- 
pense will  be  they  will  report  against  it.  When 
you  look  over  i  he"  names  of  that  committee  it  will 
be  impossible  for  us  to  charge  them  with  being  a. 
junketing  committee.  To  use  a  vulgar  expres- 
sion, 1  think  they  have  taken  the  bull  by  the  horn 
and  gone  about  it  in  the  right  wav. 

Mr.   Swift— I  am  informed   that  the  City  En- 

§ineer  says  he  is  perfectly  posted  m  regard  to  this 
ridge  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Sibley— 1  am  glad  to  hear  that.  No  doubt 
he  will  be  ready  to  give  his  advice.  We  want  to 
know  what  is  the  best  kind  of  a  bridge  to  accom- 
plish what  is  desired,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
committee  having  an  opportunity  to  ascertain 
that  fact.  If  a  man  is  opposed  to  the  bridge  let 
him  say  so,  but  not  talk  about  schemes. 

Mr.  Christal— I  would  like  to  know  if  the  City 
Engineer  has  been  consulted  about  the  propriety 
of  having  one  of  these  elevated  bridges  in  this 
location.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Engineer. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed  and  the  question 
recurred  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Sibley  asked  if  the  order  required  a  two- 
thirds  vote,  and  the  President  ruled  that  it  did. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  order  by  add- 
ing, "That  before  the  committee  take  any  action 
in  this  matter  they  request  the  City  Engineer  to 
report  to  this  Council  as  to  the  feasibility  of  con- 
structing an  elevated  bridge." 

Mr.  Williams— I  do  not  understand  that  that 
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has  been  done  as  yet.  They  could  go  to  Philadel- 
phia or  any  other  city  with  a  raucli  better  under- 
standing of  tlie  subject  it'  they  had  in  mind  what 
was  feasible  to  be  done  here.  I  undsrstand  the 
Philadelphia  bridge  is  not  a  drawbridge. 
We  should  require  a  drawbridge.  The  ap- 
proaches to  the  bridge  in  Philadelphia  are  dif- 
ferent from  what  they  will  be  here.  We  have  a 
City  Engineer  to  give  advice  in  such  matters,  and 
I  think  it  should  be  done. 

Mr.  Bailey—The  City  Engineer  is  thoroughly  fa- 
miliar with  the  bridge  spoken  ot.  As  long  as  he 
has  been  quoted,  I  might  add  he  thinks  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  for  the  committee  to  go  and  ex- 
amine it.  It  is  his  business  to  be  familiar  with 
bridges,  as  lawyers  have  to  be  familiar  with  law. 
The  committee  have  had  a  survey  made  of  this 
whole  territory  and  plans  drawn  by  the  City  En- 
gineer. He  has  never  offered  the  slightest  objec- 
tions, and  has  indorsed  the  plan  suggested. 

Mr.  Christal— It  is  not  likely  the  City  Engineer 
will  otter  objections  until  questions  are  asked. 

Mr.  Pratt  suggested  there  was  nothing  in  the 
order  referring  to  any  specific  bridge. 

Mr.  Williams  said  his  amendment  meant  the 
bridge  proposed  to  be  constructed  between  Bos- 
ton and  Charlestown. 

Mr.  Pratt  said  there  was  no  plan  proposed,  and 
the  committee  intended  to  inspect  the  bridges.  It 
was  desirable  to  have  a  bridge  that  will  furnish 
all  necessary  accommodations,  and  he  thought 
the  committee  were  beginning  in  the  right  way. 
They  should  get  positive  information  before  act- 
ing upon  any  definite  plan. 

Mr.  Christal  thought  Mr.  Pratt  was  on  the  wrong 
track.  He  could  not  understand  how  the  com- 
mittee could  report  on  any  bridge  that  now  exists. 

Mr.  Swift  suggested  that  the  committee  should 
have  introduced  an  order  to  indicate  what  they 
desired  in  regard  to  a  bridge. 

Mr.  Wheeler  said  it  is  the  first  step  that  costs. 
The  Council  ought  to  look  after  the  appropriations 
closely.  Taxaion  this  year  is  one  and  a  half  per 
eent. — a  very  large  charge  against  the  business 
man. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Williams's  amendment  was  lost— 21  for,  36 
against. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  43, 
nays  19: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Austin,  Bailey,  Barry, 
Blakemore,  Bowker,  Briinbecom,  Brintnall,  Coe, 
Cronin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Dokerty,  Donahoe,  Dud- 
ley, Farwell,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Han- 
cock, Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Kendricken,  Kidney, 
Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  McNa- 
mara,  Murphy,  Nason,  O'Dowd,  Pratt,  Pray, 
Sibley,  Daniel  J. Sweeney,  Sr.,  Daniel  J.  Sweeney, 
Jr.,  Taylor,  Viles,  Ward,  Welch,  Whitmore,  Wy- 
man — 43. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Child,  Christal,  H.  Clapp, 
Devine,  Devlin,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Healy, 
Parkman.  Perkins,  Plimpton,  H.  N.  Sawyer, 
N.  Sawyer,  Sweetser,  Swift,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Williams— 19. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bigelow,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Denney,  Hollis,  Howard,  Lane,  Morrison, 
Rogers,  Tucker — 9. 

Subsequently  a  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

AUDITORS'    EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditors'  exhibit  for  April  1st  (City  Doc. 
55)  was  received  and  sent  up. 

Total  appropriations  and  revenue,  $17,112,401.- 
74;  expended,  $15,100,514.32;  balance,  $1,951,387.42. 
PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5— Petition  of  John  P. 
Barnard  and  others  that  a  portion  of  Winthrop 
square  be  enclosed.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Common,  etc.     Sent  up. 

LEGISLATIVE    MATTERS. 

Mi.  Healy  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  following: 
Tbe  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  request- 
ing them  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any  offi- 
cers of  the  City  Government  have  appeared 
before  any  of  the  committees  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  opposition  to  legislation  requested  by 
the  City  Council,  and  what  action,  if  any,  is 
necessary  in  the  premises,  beg  leave  to  make 
the  following  report:  In  accordance  with  the  vote 
of  the  City  Council  of  1879,  the  Mayor  petitioned 
the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  in  rela- 
tion to  registration  and  elections  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  which  act  is  set  forth  in  full  in  City  Doc- 
ument 44  of  the  year  1879.    A  hearing,  duly  adver- 


tised, was  given  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  subsequently  to  which  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate.  Having  seen  a  copy  of  the 
bill  printed  in  the  daily  papers,  the  Registrars  of 
Voters  procured  its  recommitment  to  the  Senate 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  appeared  before 
that  committee  in  advocacy  of  certain  alterations 
in  and  additions  to  the  act.  The  Registrars  aver 
that  in  appearing  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Legislature,  they  were  acting  with  the  consent  of 
this  committee  of  the  City  Government,  and  dis- 
claimed any  intention  of  discourtesy  to  the  City 
Council  in  this  action,  or  in  their  original  inter- 
ference with  the  bill. 

In  accordance  with  the  order  suggested  by  the 
Committe  on  Ordinances,  in  City  "Document  Nor 
119  of  the  year  1879,  and  passed  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  that  year,  the  Mayor  petitioned  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  authority  therein  recommended, 
respecting  the  nomenclature  of  streets,  and  a  bill 
in  conformity  therewith  was  prepared  by  the 
Legislative  Council.  After  a  public  hearing 
duly  advertised,  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Bridges  reported  the 
bill.  The  Street  Commissioners  procured  its  re- 
commitment and  its  reference  back  to  your  com- 
mittee, by  whom  a  hearing  was  given  them  on  the 
subject  of  certain  changes  they  desired  to  be 
made  in  the  bill.  Your  committee  decided  that 
the  proposed  alteration  of  the  bill  was  inexpedi- 
ent; yet  the  Street  Commissioners  subsequently 
appeared  before  the  joint  committee  of  the  Leg- 
islature in  support  of  the  amendment.  They  dis- 
claim any  intentional  discourtesy. 

Your  committee,  while  believing  that  neither 
department  of  the  City  Government  intended  to 
be  disrespectful  to  the  City  Council  in  its  origi- 
nal action,  nevertheless  think  such  action  was 
improper.  The  City  Council,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Mayor,  decides  that  legislation  is 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  city  to  request  from 
the  Legislature.  If  its  judgment  do  not  coincide 
with  that  of  the  members  of  any  of  tbe  depart- 
ments, the  latter's  objections  or  suggestions  should 
be  made,  if  made  at  all,  to  individual  members, 
or  the  proper  committees,  of  the  City  Council. 
The  presentation  of  them  to  the  Legislature 
-causes  the  impression  that  the  city  is  asking  for 
crude  and  ill  considered  enactments,  tends  to 
weaken  the  influence  of  its  corporate  requests, 
and  to  deprive  them  of  that  weight  whit.ii  they 
ought  to  carry.  The  impropriety  of  a  depart- 
ment continuing  its  opposition,  when  its  pro- 
posed changes  have  been  passed  upon  and  disap- 
proved by  the  City  Council,  or  its  appropriate 
committee,  is  self-evident.  Y'our  committee  trust 
that  this  statement  will  of  itself  be  sufficient  to 
prevent  like  proceedings  by  any  department  in 
the  future;  and  respectfully  submit  that,  in  their 
opinion,  no  further  action  is  required  in  the 
premises.  For  the  committee, 

Joseph  Healy. 

The  question  was  upon  accepting  the  report. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— I  like  tbe  homily  the 
committee  hav?  read  to  us  and  should  like  to 
know  whether  it  was  by  their  authority  the  legis- 
lative counsel,  Mr.  Stackpole,  appeared  before  the 
Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate  and  opposed 
the  adoption  of  the  bill  giving  both  branches  )£ 
the  City  Council  authority  to  take  new  land  for  a 
Court  House?  By  direct  vote  of  this  Council  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
ask  for  the  passage  of  that  bill,  and  I  understand 
Mr.  Stackpole  was  there  under  the  direct  control 
of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 

Mr.  Healy— After  the  Council  directed  the 
Judiciary  Committee  to  favor  the  passage  of  the 
bill  referred  to,  the  legislative  counsel  was  in- 
structed by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  acting  as 
County  Commissioners,  to  favor  the  project  before 
them. 

Mr.  Bailey — Then  I  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  part  of 
whom  are  members  of  this  Council,  are  under  the 
control  of  the  City  Council  or  the  Surveyors  of 
Highways. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  wish  to  add  that  the  Assistant 
City  Solicitor  expressly  stated  he  was  acting  by 
direction  of  the  Legislative  Committee.  He  made 
no  pretense  of  acting  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Healy — That  must  have  been  before  the 
passage  of  the  vote  by  which  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  requested  to  favor  the  bill 
giving  the  authority  to  both  branches.  Previous- 
ly to  that  I  think  the  counsel  acted  under  the 
direction  of  the  Legislative  Committee. 

Mr.  Bailey -Mr.  Stackpole  stated  he  acted  by- 
direction    of    the     Committee     on     Legislative 
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Matters.  It  is  so  much  in  the  line  of  the 
report  that  I  wanted  to  bring  it  up  at 
this  time.  I  believe  when  there  is  a  direct 
vote  in  one  branch  in  opposition  to  the 
other  branch,  the  committee  should  not  act. 
The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

CARE  OF  HYDRANTS. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order — That  a 
joint  special  committee,  consisting  of  three  mem- 
bers of  this  Board,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen may  join,  be  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  whether  it  is  expedient  or  desirable  that 
any  change  or  modification  should  be  made  in  tbe 
present  arrangement  for  taking  care  of  hydrants 
and  furnishing  water  for  extinguishing  fires. 

Mr.  Coe  explained  that  §128, MO  was  included  in 
the  estimate  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  for  water 
for  4169  hydrants  and  129  reservoirs,  and  keeping 
the  same  in  repair.  This  amount  is  assessed 
upon  the  taxpayers  every  year.  The  plan  was 
adopted  some  years  ago,  when  the  number  of 
hydrants  was  very  much  less  than  now.  The  ob- 
ject is  to  investigate  the  subject  and  see  if  a 
change  can  be  made.  He  requested  not  to  be  put 
upon  the  committee. 

Mr.  Greenough  thought  the  Water  Board  would 
offer  no  opposition  to  the  investigation,  and 
would  undoubtedly  appear  before  the  committee 
and  make  any  explanation  desired. 

The  order  was  passed,  and  the  President  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Pratt  of  Ward  21.  Freeman  of 
Ward  10,  and  Kendricken  of  Ward  20,  on  said 
committee. 

A  motiun'to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Coe,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail,  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

MADISON  SQUARE. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  be  and 
they  are  hereby  directed  to  have  Madison  square 
put  in  suitable"  condition  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  public. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8.    Sent  up. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Major,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  the  President  and  fourteen  members 
of  the  Common  Council,  with  such  as  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to  make 
arrangements  for  celebrating  the  104th  anniver- 
sary of  the  Declaration  of  lndeoendence;  the  ex- 
pense attending  such  celebration,  not  to  exceed 
§10,000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  In 
cidental  Expenses. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading  and  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 

WARD  TWELVE   ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  inquired  of  the  Chair 
why  the  motion  in  regard  to  the  ballot  for  Assess- 
ors from  Ward  1  was  out  of  order,  and  called  at- 
tention to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  the  22d  of  March,  page  15C,  and 
of  the  Common  Council  at  the  following 
meeting,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Quirk,  First  Assistant  Assessor,  hy  which 
the  Committee  on  Ballots  in  the  other  branch 
were  allowed  to  correct,  the  middle  letter  of  Mr. 
Quirk's  name  before  the  vote  was  formally  an- 
nounced, and  to  the  ruling  of  the  President  at 
the  next  meeting,  that  if  no  objection  was  of- 
fered, all  ballots  cast  for  Dennis  J.  Quirk  would 
be  considered  as  for  Dennis  G.  Quirk.  In  this 
case  ballots  were  cast  for  Richard  J.  Jennings, 
when  the  gentleman's  name  was  Richard  F.  Jen- 
nings. He  hoped  the  motion  would  be  allowed  in 
some  form  to  enable  the  correction  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Piatt  pointed  out  tne  difference  between 
the  two  cases,  and  tbe  fact  that  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  the  question  was  raised  before  the 
result  was  declared,  while  in  this  case  the  result 
had  been  formally  declared  and  other  business 
been  transacted.  He  quoted  from  section  206  of 
Cushing's  "Parliamentary  Law  and  Practice" 
to  show  that  a  ballot  could  not  be  reconsid- 
ered. 

The  President  rules  that  the  cases  were  entiiely 
different.  In  the  Board  of  Aldermen  the  commit- 
tee were  instructed  to  correct  their  report  before 
the  result  was  declared.  In  this  case  the  commit- 
tee had  reported  Richard  J.  Jennings  elected. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  is  that  the  Clerk  be 
instructed  to  certify  Richard  F.  Jennings  elected, 
which  the  Chair  rules  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  understood  the  objection  to  be  a 
matter  of  form.  It  is  understood  that  clerical  er- 
rors can  be  corrected.    It  was  decided  last  year 


that  it  was  impossible  to  reconsider  a  ballot,  but 
every  member  present  last  year  understands  that 
errors  in  taking  a  ballot  could  be  corrected.  He 
cited  a  case  in  which  Mr.  Crocker  made  a  motion 
to  change  the  result  of  a  vote  previously  declared, 
some  time  after  the  declaration,  and  the  committee 
retired  and  corrected  their  report.  He  understood 
that  the  middle  initial  was  not  a  necessary  legal 
designation  of  a  man.  Mr.  Jennings  was  well 
known,  and  his  name  is  on  the  records  of  the 
Common  Council  as  Richard  Jennings.  He  aesired 
to  have  the  matter  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  ascertain  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solic- 
itor, and  so  moved. 

Mr.  Healy  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order — That 
the  lunch  which  the  City  Messenger  has  been  in- 
structed to  provide  at  half-past  eleven  o'clock,  be 
omitted  this  evening. 

Mr.  Whitmore  inquired  whether  this  motion 
eould  be  entertainea  while  another  motion  was 
before  the  Council. 

The  President  said  he  had  allowed  considerable 
discussion  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  while  there 
was  no  motion  pending. 

The  order  offered  by  Mr.  Healy  was  passed. 

EAST   BOSTON  HIGH   SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  requested 
to  consider  the  expediency  oi  erecting  at  East 
Boston  a  suitable  building  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  High  School  and  Municipal  Court. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

WARD  TWELVE  ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Coe  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  recom- 
mit the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ward  12  As- 
sessors. 

The  Chair  declined  to  rule  on  the  question  un- 
less it  was  in  writing. 

Mr.  Parknian  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  where- 
by the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ward  12  As- 
sessors' Ballot  was  accepted.     Ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  desired  some  information  as  to 
what  constituted  the  offering  of  a  motion,  and 
claimed  that  he  had  made  a  motion,  which  the 
President  had  requested  him  to  reduce  to 
writing. 

The  President  said  Mr.  Whitmore  had  made 
three  distinct  motions,  and  the  Chair  did  not 
know  to  which  he  referred. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  in- 
structed to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solici- 
tor whether  Richard  F.  Jennings  was  elected  as 
Second  Assistant  Assessor  for  Ward  12,  and  that 
the  Clerk  be  directed  to  act  in  confoimity  with 
such  decision. 

Mr.  Whitmore  expressed  a  willingness  to  ac- 
cept any  other  suggestion  which  would  accomp- 
lish the  purpose, 

Mr.  Coe  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Election  of  Second  Assistant  Assessors  from 
Ward  12,  be  recommitted  with  instructions  to 
count  all  votes  thrown  for  Richard  J.  Jennings  as 
for  Richard  F.  Jennings. 

The  President  ruled  Mr.  Coe's  substitute  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Bailey  recognized  the  fact  that  something 
should  be  corrected,  and  that  the  Jennings  elect- 
ed should  have  the  certificate.  He  thought  the 
vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Ballot  could  be  reconsidered. 

The  President  stated  that  the  Council  had 
elected  Richard  J.  Jennings.  That  ballot  is 
final. 

Mr.  Bailey  asked  if  this  vote  was  in  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Kidney  said  the  Aldermen  had  elected 
Messrs.  Wtiodbury  and  Osborne.  When  the  re- 
port was  first  written  it  it  was  Richard  J.  Jen- 
nings, but  it  was  afterwards  changed  by  him  to 
Richard  F.,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Wymau  said  the  committee  voted  for  and 
nominated  Richaid  J.  Jennings. 

Mr.  Williams  thought  the  matter  should  goto 
the  Hoard  of  Aldermen,  and  they  elect  Richard  F. 
Jennings,  and  the  Council  could  concur.  He 
moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  that  was  the  difficulty  they 
wished  to  avoid.  11  the  Council  were  not'ready 
to  correct  the  records,  he  hoped  they  would  get 
the  legal  opinion  ol  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Parkman  suggested  that  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  to  investigate  disputtd  ques- 
tions of  law.  This  appears  to  be  a  question  of 
fact. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Sibley  knew  Mr.  Jennings  in  the  Council 
of  1874,  and  his  name  was  simply  Richard. 

Mr.  Swift  suggested  that  Mr.  Jennings  might 
apply  to  the  Probate  Court  to  have  his  name 
changed  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Pratt  said  the  simplest  way  of  getting  out 
of  it  was  to  let  it  go  to  the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Christal  desired  to  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege.  He  understood  tbe  party  who  usually 
furnished  the  lunch  had  come  into  the  hall. 

The  President  said  that  was  not  a  question  of 
privilege. 

Mr.  Bailey  thought  it  was  a  question  of  privi- 
lege on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  to 
have  that  lunch  if  he  could  get  it. 

Mr.  Cronin  said  Mr.  Jeunings's  name  was  re- 
ported as  Richard  F.  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Sweetser  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute: 

Whereas,  A  vacancy  exists  in  the  number  of 
Second  Assistant  Assessors  of  Ward  12, 

Ordered,  That  this  Council  proceed  to  ballot  to 
fill  the  vacancy. 

Mr.  Williams  said  there  was  no  Richard  J.  Jen- 
nings in  the  directory  and  raised  the  point  that 
ballots  cast  for  him  were  for  an  ineligible  person. 

The  Chair  said  that  Richard  J.  Jennings  had 
been  declared  elected,  and  he  would  not  be 
allowed  to  take  the  directory  as  a  guide  in  decid- 
ing who  was  a  resident  of  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  only  point  was  whether 
the  order  was  framed  properly.  He  merely  de- 
sired to  have  the  matter  treated  in  a  dignified 
manner.  They  were  In  a  fix  and  wanted  to  get 
out  of  it  with  credit  to  themselves. 

Mr.  Pratt  said  it  was  not  the  proper  way  to  cor- 
rect the  mistake,  and  it  was  not  a  proper  question 
to  go  nefore  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Coe  asked  if  a  motion  to  reconsider  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee  would 
be  iu  order,  and  the  President  ruled  it  would  r-ot. 

Mr.  Pratt  asked  for  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
whether  Mr.  Whitmore's  order  was  in  order,  it  re- 
quiring the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  upon  a 
question  of  facts,  and  another  part  of  it  directing 
the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  to  report  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  deciMon. 

The  President  said  he  could  not  decide  whether 
it  callnd  for  an  opinion  upon  a  matter  of  fact.  If 
no  question  of  law  is  involved  the  City  Solicitor 
will  so  report.  Therefore,  he  could  not  rule  it  out 
of  order  on  that  point.  As  to  the  second  point, 
directing  the  Clerk  to  report  in  conformity  with 
the  decision,  the  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the 
Cler'i  would  not  be  authorized  to  report  the  elec- 
tion of  anybody  other  than  the  one  elected  by  the 
Council. 


Mr.  Whitmore's  order  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  25  for,  22  against,  and  the  question  came 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Sweetser  moved  to  strikeout  the  latter  part 
or  the  order  because  the  i  lerk  could  not  be 
authorized  to  make  such  a  report. 

Mr.  Pratt  re-moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Assessor's  Department  to  obtain  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Solicitor,  and  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bailey  the  subject  was  laid 
upon  the  table  to  enable  hiin  to  offer  a  motion 
to  reconsider  the  passage  of  the  order  concern- 
ing lunch. 

The  subject  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  order 
forbidding  the  providing  of  a  lunch  was  recon- 
sidered, and  rejected,  after  a  statement  by  Mr. 
Bailey  that  the  man  was  in  the  hall. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  order  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Mr.  Parkman  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  request 
the  City  Solicitor  to  give  his  opinion  whether,  in 
case  there  is  no  such  person  as  Richard  J. 
Jennings,  who  has  been  elected  by  the  Common 
Council,  eligible  as  Second  Assistant  Assessor  in 
Ward  12,  the  certificate  of  election  can  be  given 
to  Richard  F.  Jennings. 

Mr.  Parkman's  substitute  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Bailey  did  not  understand  why  it  could  not 
be  made  to  apply  as  well  to  Richard  or  Richard 
O.  Jennings. 

Mr.  Bailey  made  a  suggestion,  which  Mr.  Whit- 
more accepted,  and  Mr.  Bailey  embodied  in  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  pre- 
pare a  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the 
election  of  Richard  J.  Jennings  as  Second  Assist- 
ant Assessor  for  Ward  12,  and  obtain  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  whetuer,  in  case 
there  is  no  such  person  in  Ward  12  by  the  name 
of  Richard  J.  Jennings  eligible  to  said  office,  the 
certificate  of  election  can  be  given  to  Richard  F. 
Jennings. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  Mr.  Bai- 
ley's substitute  was  adopted,  and  as  amended  the 
order  was  passed. 

ADJOURNMEHT. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  offered  an  order,  That 
when  the  Council  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  at 
this  place  on  Thursday,  April  22,  at  V/2  o'clock  P. 
M.    Passed. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward 
21,  and  stood  adjourned  to  Thursday,  April  22, 
7ya  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL,    13,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

-Fire  Commissioner  for  Three  Years— Henry  W. 
Longley.    Confirmed.    Sent  down. 

Member  of  Boston  Water  Board  for  Three 
Years— Albert  Stanwood.  Confirmed  by  ballot- 
yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark— Horace  Lindall. 
Confirmed. 

Measurer  of  Upper  Leather— Jason  H.  Boyden. 
Confirmed. 

Weigher  of  Coal— W.  A.  Campbell.    Confirmed. 

Public  Weigkers— James  Green,  Edgar  L.  Reed. 
Confirmed. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  tht 
Board.  Cyrus  Cobb,  for  leave  to  project  a  bannei 
sign  in  front  of  the  Studio  Building  temporarily. 
To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  R.  W.  Newell  et 
at,  that  the  passageway  in  rear  of  22-26  Stam- 
ford street  be  lighted. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Edwin  L. 
Crockett,  for  damages  for  injuries  to  himself  and 
team  by  reason  of  an  alleged  detect  at  the  drop 
of  the  East  Boston  (South)  Ferry,  East  Boston, 
March  11,  1880;  Christopher  Mulready,  for  dam- 
ages for  injuries  to  himself  and  his  handcart  on 
the  ferryboat  Lincoln,  March  13,  1880;  Mary  H. 
Niles,  for  damages  for  personal  injuries  received 
by  a  fall  on  Green  street,  Charlestown,  Feb.  4, 
1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Daniel  Seaverns,  to  occupy  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  at  11  Sheridan  avenue;  G. 
Winthrop  Coffin,  to  occupy  new  wooden  stable 
for  four  horses  on  Glen  road,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Joint. Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Paul 
H.  Kendricken  et  al.,  for  a  new  fence  around 
Orchard  park. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  People's  Ice  Company  to  erect 
wooden  building  on  Cary  street,  opposite  River- 
side street,  Ward  19;  William  Austin,  to  erect 
wooden  building  on  Forest  Hills  street,  near 
Washington  street,  Ward  23;  Beacon  Oil  Com- 
pany, to" enlarge  a  wooden  building  on  their  wharf 
on  Chelsea  street,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Lewis  G.  Pray,  for  the  removal  of  one 
or  more  trees  from  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  James  H.  XJp- 
ham  for  brick  sidewalk  at  765-767  Dudley  street; 
Rice  &  Hutchins,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  Troy 
street;  James  Smith,  for  edgestones  on  Call  street; 
J.  H.  Rodocanachi,  for  flagging  cross  walk  across 
Brookline  avenue:  Silas  Potter,  to  be  allowed  to 
use  a  portion  of  Alaska  street  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  bank  wall;  Lemuel  Clark  et 
al.,  that  the  sidewalk  on  Telegraph  street 
be  paved  with  brick;  N.  S.  Townsend 
and  Susan  D.  Messenger,  against  sidewalks  being 
paved  in  front  of  their  estates,  89  and  81  Walnut 
avenue;  George  Wheatland,  Jr.,  for  edgestones 
and  brick  sidewalk  on  Marlborough  and  Hereford 
streets;  Samuel  Little  et  al.,  that  the  city  assume 
a  portion  of  the  cost  of  watering  Warren  street, 
Roxbury,  between  Dudley  street  and  Grove  Hall; 
John  G.  Tilton  et  al.,  for  cross-walk  on  Long- 
wood  avenue  at  Bellevue  street;  G.  E.  Foster 
et  at.,  that  the  city  defray  a  portion  of  the  cost 
of  watering  Walnut  avenue  between  Warren 
street  and  Egleston  square,  Roxbury;  Charles 
Lynde  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalks  and  a  flagstone 
cross-walk  on  Lincoln  street,  Charlestown ;  Joseph 
Gahm,f  or  leave  to  place  two  hitching-posts  in  side- 
walk of  Monument  square  and  Laurel  street; 
Smith  and  Levins,  for  leave  to  erect  a  standpipe 
near  the  junction  of  Worcester  street  and  Colum- 
bus avenue,  to  draw  water  for  watering  streets; 
Daniel  Clark,  for  a  license  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Dorchester,  etc.;  Paul  H.  Kendricken 
et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  and  gutters  paved 
on  Orchard  park;  George  C.  Bates  et  al.,  that  Dix 
street,  Ward  24,  be  graded  and  put  in  order;  also 
for  edgestones  in  a  portion  of  said  street;  Samuel 
Downer  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  portion  of 
the  cost  of  watering  Pleasant  street  and  a  part 


of  Commercial  street,  Ward  24;  William 
Pope  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion of  the  expense  of  watering  Park, 
Beach,  Mill  and  Commercial  streets,  Ward  24; 
Albert  Howard  et  al.,  that  North  avenue  be 
graded,  etc.;  Nicholas  Albrecht  et  al.,  tor  a  cross- 
walk on  Washington  street  at  Lotus  place;  peti- 
tions to  move  wooden  buildings  by  W.  R.  Cava- 
nagh  from  Washington  street  near  Euclid  street 
to  Capen  street,  Ward  24,  and  from  14  P  street  to 
61  P  street,  Ward  14;  by  John  J.  Ahern  from  912 
E.  Second  street  to  rear  of  582  E.  Third  street, 
Ward  14;  by  John  J.  Ahern  from  P  street  near 
E.  Second  street  to  582  E.  Third  street,  Ward  14; 
by  Timothy  Ahern  from  Plympton  street  near 
Albany  street  to  some  street  near  Harrison  ave- 
nue, Ward  17;  Atlantic  &  Pacific  Telegraph  com- 
pany for  location  of  poles  on  Albany  and  Kings- 
ton streets. 

HEARING   ON  PETITION   FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  petition  of  W.  P. 
Stone  &  Co.  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
engine  and  boiler  at  179  first  street.  No  objec- 
tions. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

Belt  Lines.  A  hearing  was  had  or»  the  petition 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  run  a 
belt-line  of  cars  through  the  city  on  a  circuit  be- 
tween Bartlett  street,  Roxbury,  and  Lenox  street, 
Boston. 

Mr.  Choate  appeared  for  the  Union  Freight 
Railroad,  to  preserve  their  rights  in  the  proposed 
rearrangement  of  the  tracks. 

President  Richards  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  explained  the  object  of  the  peti- 
tion and  the  demand  for  the  petition.  No  one  be- 
sides Mr.  Choate  had  objected  and  the  other  rail- 
road companies  had  granted  the  use  of  their 
tracks.  The  plan  is  to  connect  all  the  wharves, 
steamboats  and  depots  by  horse  cars,  and  he  gave 
the  different  routes  in  detail.  He  read  a  petition 
signed  by  agents  of  the  large  corporations  on  the 
line  in  favor  of  the  permit. 

Mr.  Choate  said  he  did  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  opposing  the  petition,  but  to  be  heard 
hereafter  as  to  the  location  of  the  tracks. 

Mr.  Richards  presented  full  plans  of  the 
routes. 

The  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

The  petition  read  by  Mr.  Richards  was  referred 
to  the  Paving  Committee. 

Proposed  Double  Track  on  Washington  Street, 
Dorchester.  A  hearing  was  had  on  the  petition 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave 
to  locate  a  double  track  in  Washington  street, 
Dorchester,  in  place  of  the  single  track  now.there. 

Mr.  Richards"  said  the  object  of  the  petition  was 
an  extension  of  the  double  track  from  Grove  Hall 
to  near  Dr.  Means's  church.  They  have  got  to 
remove  the  track  to  the  centre  of  the  street 
and  pave  the  street  all  the  way  to  Dor- 
chester. This  is  by  order  of  the  Pav- 
ing Ccmmittee.  They  had  deferred  it 
for  years,  until  now  they  are  forced  here  by  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  Cars  now  run  every  fif- 
teen minutes.  More  accommodations  are  impos- 
sible with  a  single  track.  He  nas  had  many  peti- 
tions for  it.  The  street  is  too  wide  for  a  double 
track  to  cause  any  inconvenience.  By  getting  a 
double  track,  they  are  enabled  to  lay  a  single 
track  and  put  in  "as  many  turnouts  as  they  need 
to  furnish  the  accommodations.  He  very  much 
doubted  if  this  double  track  was  laid  this  year. 

The  remonstrants  were  next  heard. 

Hon.  M.  P.  Wilder  said  the  case  was  fully  stat- 
ed by  the  remonstrants  in  the  documents  they 
had  presented.  It  is  the  only  good  driving  road 
out  of  the  city  in  that  direction.  It  is  only  thirty- 
four  feet  wide  at  his  place,  and  not  wide  enough 
for  two  tracks.  Those  who  pay  large  taxes  are 
entitled  to  some  privileges  as  well  as  pedestrians. 

J.  Wilder  May  sympathized  with  those  who  live 
on  the  street  in  the  fear  that  it  may  be  prema- 
turely occupied  by  the  horse  railroads.  All  the 
great  highways  must  in  time  be  given  up  to  the 
great  middling  classes.  But  the  public  do  not  at 
present  require  this  extension.  It  is  a  sparsely 
settled  section.  A  car  once  in  fifteen  minutes 
will  accommodate  all  using  the  cars.  The  accom- 
modation to  be  furnished  will  not  compensate  for 
the  inconvenience  to  the  multitudes  who  use  this 
beautiful  driveway.  He  supposed  the  ultimate 
object  was  to  have  a  summer  garden  at  the  end 
of  the  route  and  carry  thousands  daily  for  three 
months  in  the  year. 
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C.  B.  Patten  believed  a  horse-railroad  track 
should  be  laid  in  every  street  where  it  is  needed. 
He  understood  the  company  need  not  put  the 
track  in  the  middle  of  the  street.  The  abutters 
favor  keeping  the  track  where  it  is.  They  are 
amply  accommodated  by  the  single  track.  This 
suburb  is  beautiful;  a  double  track  will  mutilate 
the  beauties  of  the  situation.  The  time  has  not 
yet  come  to  do  this.  Horse-railroad  usurpation 
will  decrease  the  pleasure  travel.  If  need  be, 
people  who  desire  to  go  out  there  in  the  cars  for 
pleasure  can  walk  over  this  beautiful  spot.  The 
rights  of  those  who  use  the  highway  with  other 
vehicles  should  be  considered.  To  grant  the  peti- 
tion would  be  unfortunate  for  Dorchester,  the 
company  and  the  abutters  on  the  street. 
[To  Mr.  Richards.]  Live  at  Savin  Hill;  never 
ride  if  I  can  help  it;  attend  Dr.  Codman's 
church;  walked  four  times  over  the  road  yester- 
day; am  as  personally  interested  in  the  road  as 
any  resident  on  the  street. 

Elbridge  Torrey  indorsed  what  the  other  remon- 
strants had  said.  The  remonstrants  object  to 
putting  any  track,  single  or  double,  in  the  middle 
of  the  street;  they  wish  the  track  put  in  good  con- 
dition. No  section  in  the  suburbs  is  so  well  ac- 
commodated for  travel  by  steam  and  horse  cars. 
If  it  were  any  accommodation  to  the  general 
public  he  would  not  remonstrate.  [To  Mr.  Rich- 
ards]—It  is  better  for  all  concerned  to  have  the 
track  on  the  westerly  side,  wheie  it  is,  if  it  is 
well  paved. 

Henry  Smith  opposed  giving  the  company  any 
further  use  of  rights  in  the  street,  and  the  re- 
moval of  the  present  track  to  the  centre  of  the 
street. 

Mr.  Baker,  residing  beyond  the  railroad,  consid- 
ered it  much  better  to  let  the  track  remain  where 
it  is.  He  would  rather  have  it  put  on  the  other 
side  of  the  street  than  in  the  middle. 

This  closed  the  case  for  the  remonstrants. 

In  closing  the  case  for  the  petitioners  Mr. 
Richards  thought  the  remonstrants  had  the  same 
selfish  feeling  that  all  do  who  wish  to  protect 
their  beautiful  homes.  But  that  is  no  argument 
against  giving  the  public  facilities  for  getting  there 
for  the~~same  reasons  which  the  remonstrants 
urge.  The  present  track  is  in  a  Slough  ef 
Despond.  The  Superintendent  of  Streets  had  or- 
dered him  to  put  the  track  in  the  middle  of  the 
street.  It  would  be  unjust  to  the  abutters  on 
the  westerly  side  to  leave  a  permanent  track  in 
front  of  their  houses.  The  double  track  will 
greatly  increase  the  value  of  property.  He 
wanted  to  take  20,000  people  out  there  to  enjoy 
the  beautiful  scenery  and  attend  the  church.  He 
wanted  to  carry  the  poor  people  out  there  to  en- 
joy the  same  comforts  the  gilded  aristocrats 
have. 

John  Foster,  living  on  Washington  street, 
sailed  by  Mr.  Richards,  desired  the  track  re- 
moved, as  it  and  the  sidewalk  are  often  flooded 
with  water,  the  driveways  were  impeded,  etc. 
He  thought  more  accommodations  needed.  It 
would  be  unjust  to  put  a  permanent  track;  on  the 
westerly  side. 

M.  F.  Lynch  thought  the  request  of  the  compa- 
ny a  reasonable  one.  Greater  accommodation  is 
needed,  and  this  request  is  a  God-send  to  the  co- 
operative society  which  has  bought  land  there 
and  built  upon  it  for  the  benefit  of  poor  men. 

H.  C.  Whitcomb,  a  resident  of  Dorchester  for 
eight  years,  wanted  more  accommodations.  They 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  thousands  who  desire  and 
need  them.  The  cars  are  often  delayed  at  the 
turnouts.  At  one  time  last  summer  six  hundred 
people  were  delayed  at  once.  Three  cars  are 
often  run  at  the  same  time  to  accommodate  the 
people  who  travel  over  the  route. 

The  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

KOXBUKY  CANAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

Board  of  Health,  April  12,  1880. 

To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Alder- 
men:  Gentlemen— The  Board  of  Health  hereby 
respectfully  call  the  attention  of  your  hon- 
orable body  to  a  public  nuisance  in  the 
Roxbury  Canal,  so  called.  Complaints  have 
been  made,  and  the  board  has  repeatedly  ex- 
amined the  condition  of  the  canal  and  find"  that 
the  sewage  from  the  city  sewers  now  termi- 
nating there  has  been  deposited  to  such  an 
extent  in  the  upper  end  of  the  canal  that  low  tide 
leaves  this  foul  matter  exposed,  and  that  at  such 
times  the  stench  is  too  severe  to  be  endured  in 
the  vicinity.    We  respectfully  suggest    that    the 


light  material  in  the  canal    be   taken    away   by 
dredging  as  often  as  required  until  the  new  sewer 
shall  remove  the  necessity. 
Respectfully, 

The  Board  of  Health, 

By  Samuel  H.  Durgin, 
Chairman. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

THE  REMOVAL  OF  LOAM  FROM  THE  SUDBURY  RIVER 
BASINS. 

The  following  was  received  : 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  Boston— In 
compliance  with  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  April  3,  1880,  requesting  the 
City  Engineer  to  report  upon  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Sudbury-River  basins,  the  effect  of  the 
loam  and  meadow  "mud  upon  the  water  in  them 
and  the  cost  of  removing  said  loam  and  meadow 
mud,  the  following  statement  is  submitted: 

The  three  storage  reservoirs  or  basins  on  the 
Sudbury  River  have  been  full  all  winter,  and  are 
now  overflowing.  The  water,  which  is  being- 
drawn  regularly  from  them  for  the  supply  of 
the  city,  contains  a  considerable  amount  of 
vegetable  matter  derived  largely  from  the 
decomposition  of  the  vegetation  upon  the  loam 
and  meadow  mud  remaining  in  the  basins.  This 
vegetable  matter  has  undoubtedly  caused,  and 
may  cause  again,  the  water  to  be  objectionable  to 
the  sight,  taste  and  smell.  There  is  much  differ- 
ence of  opinion  among  medical  authorities  with 
regard  to  the  effect  of  water  impregnated  by 
these  vegetable  matters  upon  the  human  system, 
but  it  should  be  stated  that  the  weight  of  evi- 
dence is,  that  it  is  not  injurious  except  to  people 
of  weak  constitutions  or  those  in  delicate  health. 

It  is  undoubtedly  desirable  to  remove  all  the 
loam  and  meadow  mud  or  muck  from  basins 
that  are  to  be  used  for  the  storage  of  water 
for  domestic  purposes.  In  the  present  case, 
should  there  be  no  use  for  these  materials,  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  judicious  to  expend  a  large 
sum  for  removing  them  from  the  portions  of  the 
basins  where  the  water  is  deep;  but  wherever  the 
flowage  is  shallow,  the  loam  and  muck  favor  the 
growth  of  aquatic  plants,  and  as  the  very  nature 
of  the  use  of  these  basins  requires  the  lowering 
of  the  water  level,  usually  at  a  favorable  time  tor 
the  growth  of  a  rank  vegetation  which  must  de- 
cay when  the  water  level  is  again  raised,  I  think 
it  hot  only  very  desirable  but  necessary  to  remove 
it  from  such  areas  of  shallow  flowage.  Large 
areas  of  this  shallow  flowage  occur  in  Basin  No.  2 
and  much  larger  ones  in  Basin  No.  1. 

Basin  No.  3  is  generally  deep  and  has  steep 
slopes.  It  must  be  stated  here,  however,  that 
owing  to  the  increasing  rate  of  the  water  con- 
sumption of  Boston,  and  in  view  of  the  possibility 
of  a  dry  season,  it  would  not  be  advisable  at  pres- 
ent nor  until  other  basins  are  provided,  to  empty 
Basins  No.  2  and  No.  3. 

The  loam  from  Basin  No.  1  could  be  excavated 
without  interfering  with  the  city  supply. 

The  expense  of  removing  the  loam  from  Basins 
Nos.  1  and  2  and  of  storing  it  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  would  be  $00,000.  For  Basin  No.  1 
only,  the  expense  would  be  $32,000.  The  city 
does  not  own  any  place  of  deposit  for  the  loam 
from  Basin  No.  1  and  would  have  to  procure  land 
for  this  purpose,  the  cost  of  which  is  included  in 
the  above  estimate. 

All  the  meadow  mud  being  in  the  deepest  part 
of  the  basins,  1  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient to  remove  it;  its  depth  is  very  variable 
and  I  have  no  means,  at  present,  to  estimate  its 
bulk.  Respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  M.  Wightman, 

City  Engineer. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water.  Sent 
down. 

The  following  was  received  : 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  ( 
A.pril  12,  1880.      ) 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston :  Gen- 
tlemen— In  response  to  your  order  of  April  3, 1880, 
requesting  this  board  to  communicate  to  the  City 
Council  their  reasons  for  not  removing  the  loam 
and  meadow  mud  from  the  Sudbury  River  basins; 
and  also  to  inform  the  City  Council  if  there  is  not 
a  communication  on  tile  in  this  department  from 
the  late  City  Engineer,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  the  failure  to  remove  the  material  would  en- 
danger the  purity  of  the  Sudbury  Biver  water, 
the  board  would  respectfully  refer  your  honora- 
ble body  to  their  communication  sent  to  the  City 
Council,  June  30,  1879,  at  which  time  they  also 
transmitted  the  only  report  which  they  have  re. 
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ceived  from  the  City  Engineer  on  the  subject. 
On  June  23, 1879,  the  board  by  a.  vote  requested 
the  City  Engineer  to  report  to  them  his  views  as 
to  the  importance  of  removing  the  loam  from  the 
basins.  Previous  to  that  time  the  board  had  not 
considered  that  the  soil  in  the  basins  would  seri- 
ously affect  the  purity  of  the  waters,  at 
least  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  war- 
rant so  large  an  expenditure  as  its  entire 
removal  would  necessitate.  They  did,  however, 
have  some  15,000  cubic  yards  removed  during  the 
construction  of  the  basins,  from  places  where  it 
was  known  that  the  flowage  would  be  shallow; 
but  upon  receipt  of  the  report  of  the  late  City 
Engineer,  on  June  26,  1879,  the  board  at  once 
communicated  to  the  City  Council,  recommend- 
ing that  they  be  authorized  to  remove  the  soil 
under  a  special  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 
Boston  Water  Board, 

By  Leonard  K.  Cutter,  Chairman. 
Referred   to    the  Joint   Committee   on  Water. 
Sent  down. 

BALLAST  INSPECTORS. 

The  report  of  the  Weighers  and  Inspectors  of 
Lighters  for  the  quarter  ending  March  31  was  re- 
ceived. Lighters  inspected,  58;  cargoes  (tons), 
1781;  fees,  §89.05;  expenses,  §14;  net  incomes 
divided  by  incumbents,  .$75.05.    Sent  down. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS  FOR    MARCH. 

The  report  of  the  Eire  Commissioners  on  the 
number  and  character  of  the  fires  and  alarms 
during  the  month  of  March  was  received  and 
sent  down. 

PAT  OF  LABORERS. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
order  for  the  several  departments  and  boards 
employing  laborers  to  fix  their  pay  at  the  rate  of 
$1.75  per  day. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  subject  was 
further  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  on  account 
of  the  absence  of  several  members  of  the  Board. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

An  order  to  put  Madison  square  in  condition 
"for  the  accommodation  of ,  the  public."  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  building 
at  East  Boston  for  a  high  school  and  municipal 
court.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

The  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department  re- 
port that  the  two  persons  chosen  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  tor  Second  Assistant  Assessors  in 
Ward  12  were  eligible  to  that  office.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Order  appointing  Messrs.  Pratt,  Freeman  and 
Kendricken  to  be  joined,  a  committee  to  consider 
if  any  change  is  needed  in  the  care  of  hydrants, 
etc.  Concurred,  and  Alderman  Slade  and  Tucker 
were  joined. 

Report  on  subject  of  alleged  interference  by 
heads  of  departments  in  matters  of  legislation  re- 
quested by  the  City  Council.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

The  order,  printed  in  City  Document  52,  for  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  attend  to  the 
proper  ventilation  of  the  schoolhouses  in  this 
city  "during  the  summer  vacation,"  came  up 
with  an  amendment,  by  adding  "or  sooner,  if 
practicable."    Concurred. 

An  order  proposing  to  print  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted to  the  Legislature  on  the  subject  of  "Ele- 
vated Railroads"  came  up  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing.    Concurred. 

The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  of  the  state  of 
the  several  appropriations  on  April  1  (City  Doc. 
55),  was  received.    Placed  on  tile. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  «n 
probable  cause  of  death  of  Joseph  Kenney  at 
Deer  Island.  Referred  to  a  special  committee 
(Messrs.  Ward,  Fisher  and  Sweetser  to  be  joined) 
to  make  further  investigation  of  the  subject. 
Concurred,  and  Aldermen  Woolley  and  Whitten 
were  joined. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  John  B.  Martin  in 
concurrence  as  a  Director  for  Public  Institutions, 
and  of  James  K.  Fagin  and  Oscar  B.  Mowry,  in 
places  ofCharles  Hayden  and  Albert  T.  Whiting, 
chosen  by  this  Board.  Laid  over  till  next  meet- 
ing, on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS  FOR  WARD  TWELVE. 

A  certificate  came  up  of  the  election  of  Alfred 
I.  Woodbury  in  concurrence,  and  Richard  J.  Jen- 
nings in  non-concurrence,  as  Second  Assistant 
Assessors  for  Ward  12. 


The  Chairman  read  the  following  for  informa- 
tion: 

Boston,  April  12,  1880. 

John  P.  He-aly,  Msq. :  Dear  Sir — The  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of 
the  Common  Council,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed, 
present  the  following  statement  of  fact:  The 
Common  Council  on  April  9,  at  a  regular  meeting, 
elected  as  a  Second  Assistant  Assessor  for  Ward 
12  one  Richard  J.  Jennings.  The  person  intend- 
ed to  be  chosen  by  several  at  least  of  the  Council 
was  a  Richard  F.  Jennings,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Council  in  1874,  under  the  name  of 
Richard  Jennings.  It  seems  by  the  statement  of 
said  Jennings  that  he  was  baptized  as  Richard, 
but  in  1876,  at  his  confirmation,  he  added  the 
name  of  Francis  to  Richard.  He  states  that  he 
has  not  used  this  middle  name  commonly,  but  his 
sign  and  business  caids  read  Richard  Jennings. 
We  desire  your  opinion,  therefore,  upon  the  ques- 
tion propounded  by  the  Common  Council,  and 
remain,  yours  respectfully, 

Judiclary  Committee, 

By  W.  H.  Whitmore,  Chairman. 

[Copy.] 
In  Common  Council,  April  9,  1880. 

Ordered,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  pre- 
pare a  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the 
election  of  Richard  J.  Jennings  as  Second 
Assistant  Assessor  from  Ward  12,  and  obtain 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to 
whether  in  case  there  is  no  such  person 
in  Ward  12  by  the  name  of  Richaid  J.  Jen- 
nings, eligible*  to  said  office,  the  certificate  of 
election  can  be  given  to  Richard  F.  Jennings. 

In  my  opinion,  votes  cast  for  Richard  J.  Jen- 
nings cannot  be  counted  for  Richard  F.  Jennings, 
and  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  a 
certificate  that  the  latter  was  chosen  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  would  be  erroneous. 

J.  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  the  election  was 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

public  lands. 

Alderman  Breck  presented  the  following  for 
Alderman  Thomdike,  who  had  been  obliged  to 
leave: 

Report  and  Order— That  the  Collector  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  cancel  the  bond  num- 
bered 2476,  and  given  by  Orsamus  Nute, 
March  17,  1874,  for  a  lot  of  land  on 
East  Dedham  street,  the  amount  of  which 
is  $2460,  upon  his  surrendering  the  agreement 
received  by  him  from  the  city  of  Boston  to 
cemvey  the  same.  And  that  the  Superintendent 
of*Public  Lands  be  directed  to  issue  a  new  agree- 
ment with  all  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  pre- 
vious one  excepting  the  sixth,  that  having  been 
complied  with,  upon  his  giving  to  the  city  a  bond 
in  the  sum  ot  $3013.60  payable  in  ten  annual  in- 
stalments with  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  said  bond 
and  agreement  to  be  dated  March  17,  1880.  Order 
passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Richard  H.  Stearns  et  al.,  for  a  modification  of 
conditions  in  deeds  for  certain  estates  on  Tre- 
mont  street  and  Union  park,  sold  in  1857.  Ac- 
cepted.   Sent  down. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Cal- 
vin Stevens,  that  certain  conditions  upon  land  of 
George  H.  Davis  on  East  Newton  street  be  can- 
celled.   Accepted.    Sent  down. 

FURNACES  AND  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  granting  leave  to 
Lennon  &  Co.  to  erect  two  metal  furnaces  at 
290-292  Washington  street.    Accepted. 

Also  reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  use 
steam  engines  by  John  H.  Pray,  Sons  &  Co.,  at  558- 
560  Washington  street,  aud  Boston  Button  Com- 
pany at  the  corner  of  Atlantic  avenue  and  Oliver 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Accounts,  that  the  order 
to  print  index  and  circulate  the  first  volume  of 
Suffolk  Deeds  at  an  expense  of  $2500  ought  to 
pass.    Accepted  and  said  order  was  passed. 

THE    PROPOSED    NEW  MAIN    FROM  CHESTNUT-HILL 
RESERVOIR. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  for 
Alderman  Thomdike: 

The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  copy  of  chapter  126,  acts  of  1880,  transmitted 
by  the  Water  Board,  authorizing  the  city  of  Bos. 
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ton  to  lay  new  main  pipes  from  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir  to  the  city  proper,  and  also  to  the  Mys- 
tic Pumping  Station,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, would  "respectfully  recommend  that  the  act 
be  accepted  by  the  City  Council. 
For  the  committee, 

George  L.  Thorndike,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  it  was  there- 
upon ordered,  That  chapter  126  of  the  acts  of 
1880  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted  by  the 
City  Courcil. 

Sent  down. 

ORCHARD   PARK. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  recommending 
reference  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
of  the  petition  of  James  E.  Wilson  and  others 
that  an  opening  be  made  into  Orchard  park  from 
Adams  street.  Accepted  and  referred  according- 
ly.   Sent  down. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Order  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  laying  out  streets,  as  follows:  Wal- 
ter S.  Robinson,  $49,  relocation  of  Warren  street. 
Passed. 

SINKING-FUND    COMMISSIONER. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  to  Nominate  a  Sinking 
Fund  Commissioner,  recommending  the  election 
of  Thomas  B.  Harris.  Accepted  and  an  election 
ordered.  Committee — Aldermen  Whitten,  Caton. 
Mr.  Harris  received  8  votes,  the  whole  number 
cast,  and  was  declared  elected.    Sent  down. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Caton  offered  an  order — That  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, be  authorized  to  employ  such  clerical  as- 
sistance in  addition  to  that  allowed  by  ordinance, 
as  may  be  needed;  to  purchase  such  supplies  and 
materials  and  incur  such  other  expenses  there- 
for, not  to  exceed  the  amount  appropriated,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Inspection 
of  Buildings.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in  Caze- 
nove  place,  and  in  Park  street  (Dorchester)  be- 
tween Adams  street  and  Dorchester  avenue;  in 
Myrtle  street  (West  Roxburv)  from  Pond  street 
250  feet  southwardly;  in  Revere  street  (WestRox- 
bury)  from  Alveston  street  300  feet  eastwardly. 
Severally  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  following  abatements  be  made 
from  the  assessments  levied  for  a  sewer  in  Ken- 
nard  avenue,  on  account  of  error  in  amount  of 
land  benefited: 

Samuel  C.  Smith 84.5Q 

Sarah  A.  Emery 4.21 

J.    Henry  Stevenson 4.21 

Patrick  H.    Shea 3.62 

'     3.59 

Melvin  V.  Colson 5.14 

Charles  H.  Merritt 4.87 

Adelia  Lombard 4.00 

John  Rogers's  heirs 3.78 

Richard  Holly 3.89 

Passed. 

PAY  OF  DECEASED  EMPLOYE. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  the  sum 
of  $48,  due  the  late  Edgar  Whitcomb,  who  was 
employed  in  the  Health  Department,  and  died 
Feb.  25, 1880,  leaving  no  heirs,  be  paid  to  George 
W.  Forristall,  to  be  used  by  him  in  defraying  ex- 
penses attending  the  funeral  of  said  Whitcomb. 

Alderman  Viles — This  laborer  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  Health  Department  for  many  years, 
and  died  last  February,  leaving  no  heirs.  This  is 
to  pay  the  funeral  expenses.  It  will  not  coTer 
the  entire  amount,  but  the  other  employes  in  the 
department  made  up  the  balance.  The  wages 
clue  him  are  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Forristall,  who  is 
familiar  with  the  case,  and  will  see  that  the  order 
is  carried  out. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 


PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows:  William 
Walsh,  Plymptjn  street,  Ward  17;  Richard  Rich, 
Maverick  street,  Ward  2;  Elbridge  Torrey,  Wash- 
ington street,  joiner  Melville  avenue,  Ward  24. 
Severally  accepted. 

FANEUIL    HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  recommending  the 
granting  of  the  use  of  said  hall  to  P.  A.  Collins 
and  others  for  a  public  meeting  on  April  15. 
Accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  granting  the  petitions  of  P.  J.  Calnan 
and  several  others,  to  sprinkle  streets  in  various 
parts  of  the  city.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estate  of  Rebecca  W.  Warren,  37  Renfrew 
street.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  George  K.  Guild,  on  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
Ward  23,  and  James  C.  Tucker,  on  Mather  street, 
Ward  24.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  James  H.  Lucas, 
121  West  sixth  street,  and  Bernard  Remmer,  123 
West  Sixth  street.    Order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  James 
J.  Grace  to  lay  down,  at  his  own  expense,  on  Ex- 
change street,  a  sample  of  his  new  street  pave- 
ment or  tramway.    Passed. 

■  Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Telephone  Despatch  Company  to  erect  poles  on 
Charles  River  aveuue  and  Chelsea  street,  in  the 
Charlestown  District;  said  poles  to  be  placed  in 
the  positions  designated  by  red  circles  on  plans 
drawn  by  Charles  R.  Hunt,  dated  March  19,  1880, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets.  This  permit  is  granted  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  said  Telephone  Despatch  Company 
shall  tirst  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writ- 
ing satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor  for  saving 
harmless  said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for 
damages,  costs  or  expenses,  for  or  on  account 
of  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  erect- 
ing or  maintaining  of  said  poles  on  said 
avenue  and  street.  Also  upon  condition  that  said 
poles  shall  be  painted  white  and  kept  well  paint- 
ed and  in  good  condition,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that  the  . 
wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not  less  than 
twenty-rive  feet  from  the  ground.  Also  upon  con- 
dition'that  said  company  shall  allow  the  Fire  De- 
partment the  exclusive  use  of  the  top  cross-bar 
and  upper  portion  of  each  pole  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  wires  thereon,  and  shall  remove  the  poles 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  said  Fire  Depart- 
ment on  said  Chelsea  street,  and  shall  place  wires 
lor  said  Fire  Department  on  the  poles  of  said  tele- 
phone company  without  expense  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  company 
shall  agree  not  to  remove  the  poles  located  by  this 
order  without  permission  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  shall  agree  to  remove  said  poles  when 
ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  BURRILL  CLAIM. 

Alderman  Breck— I  would  respectfully  inquire 
if  the  order  passed  by  this  Board  on  the  15th  of 
March,  asking  for  certain  information  from  the 
City  Solicitor,  was  duly  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
City  Clerk  ? 

The  City  Clerk— Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Breck— It  is  four  weeks  since  that 
order  was  sent  in.  It  is  a  matter  of  some  im- 
portance. 

The  City  Clerk— I  saw  Mr.  Healy  on  Saturday, 
aud  he  said  I  should  hear  from  that  order  today. 
I  expected  it  today,  but  did  not  receive  it.  The 
order  was  sent  to  the  City  Solicitor's  office  while 
Mr.  Healy  was  in  Washington,  and  he  has  not  had 
four  weeks  to  consider  it. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL.    19,    1880. 


Kegular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWS. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
May  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Daniel  Donavan.    Confirmed. 

Public  Weighers— James  T.  Pond,  Patrick  Ken- 
ney,  Robert  Cotton,  Royal  M.  Doughty,  E.  Tabb, 
W.  H.  Forbes.    Confirmed. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital— George  W.  Pope,  for 
five  years;  Henry  H.  Sprague,  for  four  years; 
Timothy  J.  Dacey,  for  three  years;  Israel  Cohen, 
for  two  years;  M.  F.  Gavin,  for  one  year.  Sever- 
ally confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Henry  N.  Sawyer,  new  wooden,  four 
horses,  Thornby,  corner  Pleasant  street,  Ward  24; 
Bosworth  &  Hamlin,  new  addition  to  stable  for 
five  horses,  256  Federal  street,  Ward  12;  John  I. 
Casson,  new  wooden,  four  cows  and  one  horse,  24 
Brooks  street,  Ward  2;  T.  F.  Cushing,  new  brick, 
six  horses,  Newbury  street,  Ward  11;  Celia  F. 
Barnes,  new  wooden,  one  cow  and  one  additional 
horse,  92  Moreland  street,  Ward  21;  Daniel  Havgy, 
new  addition  to  stable  for  two  cows  and  one  addi- 
tional horse,  at  188  Pyncbon  street,  Ward  21;  J. 
Henry  Sears,  old  wooden,  three  horses,  on  East 
Chester  park,  Ward  20;  Theodore  Dean,  old 
wooden,  one  horse,  on  Howard  street,  near  Hamp- 
den street,  Ward  20. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Hugh  Mc- 
Laughlin, for  leave  to  project  a  step  from  208 
En dicott  street;  John  C.  Stiles,  to  be  allowed  to 
change  the  route  of  his  coaches  on  their  return 
trips  to  Cambridge  after  6%  o'clock  P.  M.;  Na- 
thaniel G.  Eliot  et  ah,  that  Fairland  street  be 
graded  and  put  in  order;  William  Rotch  Angier 
et  al.,  residents  of  Milton  and  Dorchester  Dis- 
trict, against  allowing  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  to  lay  a  double  track  on  Washington 
street,  Dorchester;  Ai?n  Murphy,  for  abatement 
of  sidewalk  assessment  on  estate  on  120  Dove 
street;  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company, 
for  a  flagging  crosswalk  on  Columbus  avenue; 
Alfred  Papineau,  for  a  flagging  crosswalk  on 
Green  street,  at  Union  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain;  E. 
H.  M.  Huntington,  that  Green  street,  Ward 
23,  between  Forest  Hills  and  Washington 
streets,  be  properly  graded  ;  A.  F.  Wads- 
worth  et  al.,  that  George  street,  between  Maga- 
zine and  Shirley  streets,  oe  put  in  order  for  pub- 
lic street;  John  Connelley,  for  abatement  of 
edgestone  and  sidewalk  assessment  on  estate  of 
134  West  Ninth  street;  N.  J.  Bradlee  et  al.,  that 
the  city  would  defray  a  portion  of  the  expense  of 
sprinkling  Highland  street;  B.  Jenney  &  Co.,  et 
al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  portion  of  the  expense 
of  sprinkling  First  street,  from  B  to  E  street; 
Sidney  Wheelock,  agent,  et  al.,  that  Ohio  street 
be  paved  with  granite  blocks;  L.  Foster  Morse, 
that  the  city  defray  a  portion  of  the  expense  of 
sprinkling  Harrison  avenue  from  Warren  to 
Eustis  street;  A.  J.  Tibbetts,  et  al.,  that  the  city 
defray  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  watering  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  between  Dudley  and  Woodbine  streets; 
Smith  &  Porter,  for  leave  to  change  the  grade 
of  an  underground  shaft  in  Spring  lane;  Samuel 
T.  Jeffries,  Jr.,  et  al.,  that  the  city  pay  a  portion 
of  the  expense  of  watering  Dorchester  uvenue, 
from  Field's  Corner  to  the  dividing  line  between 
Wards  24  and  15;  Richard  Wallace,  et  al.,  that  the 
city  defray  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  watering  Com- 
mercial street,  Ward  24,  between  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Pleasant  street;  C.  F.  Copeland,  et  al., 
that  Dudley  street,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Brook  avenue,  be  watered  partly  at  the  expense 
of  the  city;  Joseph  H.  Streeter  et  al.,  that  the  city 
defray  a  portion  of  the  expense  of  watering  Rox- 
bury  street;  Louis  Prang  et  al.,  that  the  city  de- 
fray a  portion  of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Centre 
street,  Roxbury;  J.  Austin  Rogers  et  al.,  that  the 
city  defray  a  portion  of  the  expense  of  sprinkling 
Eliot  square;  Joseph  Graham,  to  close  Paul  street 
against   public   travel    during    the  erection  of  a 


building  corner  of  Albion  street;  for  brick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  of  Joseph  R.  Bassett, 
400  to  418  Tremont  street,  79  to  87  Albion  street, 
and  on  Castle,  Paul  and  Albion  streets; 
Luther  M.  Lee  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion of  the  cost  of  watering  Adams  street,  Ward 
24,  between  Field's  corner  and  Bowdoin  street; 
Joseph  Bennett  et  al.,  that  certain  streets  in 
Ward  25  be  watered. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Patrick  F. 
Sheppard,  for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  in  front 
of  16  Hay  ward  place;  John  Holmes,  for  leave  to 
project  a  lantern  from  building  699  Washington 
street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Joseph  Story,  for  abatement  of 
a  tax  assessed  in  1873,  on  estate  of  himself  and 
Asa  Wilbur. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  John  Egan,  to  be 
compensated  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  col- 
lision with  a  hook  and  ladder  carriage  at  Jamaica 
Plain  on  March  6,  1879;  Jane  E.  Hinckley,  to  be 
compensated  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  an 
insecure  coal-hole  cover  at  453  Washington  street, 
March  30, 1880. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Request  of  School  Committee  for  proper  arrange- 
ments for  lighting  a  sufficient  number  of  rooms 
in  the  new  High  School  building  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  evening  high  school. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Requests  of  School  Committee  for  window  venti- 
lators in  Prince-street  Schoolhouse;  for  improve- 
ments in  Lawrence  Schoolhouse;  for  a  master's 
office  in  Adams  Schoolhouse:  for  water  closets 
and  sinks  in  schoolhouses  in  Sixth  Division;  for 
ventilation  of  Bigelow  Schoolhouse;  for  ventilat- 
ing flues  in  Shurtleff  and  Norcross  schoolhouses; 
for  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus  in  Lincoln^ 
Gaston  and  Andrew  schoolhouses;  for  water  clos- 
ets and  ventilation  of  cellar  of  Hillside  School- 
house;  for  repairs  in  yard  and  builaing  of  Central 
School;  for  master's  office  in  Bunker  Hill  School- 
house. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  James  A.  .vernp, 
that  Kemp  street  be  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  for  a  sewer  in  Camden  street 
from  the  line  of  Columbus  avenue  extended,  to 
Tremont  street;  John  E.  Hayes  et  al.,  for  a  sewer 
in  Chelsea  street,  between  Perry  and  Medford 
streets,  Charlestown. 

HEARINGS. 

On  petition  of  Fitch  &  Foy  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  engine  and  boiler  at  No.  377  Commercial 
street.  No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

On  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
to  lay  tracks  in  Milk,  Oliver,  Franklin  and  Bioad 
streets. 

No  one  objected. 

President  Richards  presented  a  plan  of  the 
route. 

Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

EAST  BOSTON     FERRIES. 

Petitions  for  a  new  landing  for  the  East  Boston 
ferries  atT  wharf  were  received  as  follows: 

Carter,  Ruggles  &  Co.  and  179  others  on  State 
street. 

Chipman  Brothers  and  111  others  on  Washing- 
ton street. 

Isaac  Cook  &  Co.  and  99  others  on  Central  street 
and  Exchange  place. 

James  Bliss  &  Co.  and  83  others  on  Atlantic 
avenue. 

Naylor  &  Co.  and  41  others  on  Oliver  street. 

Bradley  Fertilizer  Companv  and  30  others.on 
Kilby  street. 

James  Power  and  104  others  on  Atlantic  avenue 
and  South  Marktt  street. 

James  E.  Wliitney  and  51  others  on  Doane 
street. 

Timothy  Gay  &  Co.  and  50  others  on  India 
street  and  -wharf. 

Bray  &  Hays  and  49  others  on  Broad  street. 

Hathaway  &  Co.  and  49  others  on  Central  wharf. 

Page,  Harding  &  Co.  and  22  others  on  Milk 
street. 

James  Cunningham  and  26  others  on  Water 
street. 

Roberts,  Cochrane  &  Co.  and  50  others  on  South 
Market  street. 

Harvey  D.  Parker  and  66  others  on  School 
street. 

J.  Humphreys  &  Co.  and  94  others  on  Bromfield 
street. 
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Abram  French  &  Co.  and  67  others  on  Franklin 
street. 

In  all,  1188. 

Referred,  on  motion  oi  Alderman  Thorndike, 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries. 
Sent  down. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR  FOR  WARD  TWELVE, 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
Election  of  a  Second  Assistant  Assessor  for 
Ward  12. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  would  state  that  Richard  J. 
Jennings  was  elected  by  the  Common  Council, 
but  his  name  if  Richard  F.  Jennings  If  the 
members  intend  to  vote  for  the  party  elected  up 
stairs,  they  will  vote  for  Richard  F.  Jennings, 
which  is  his  correct  name. 

Committee — Aldermen  Flynn  and  Breck. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a   choice 7 

John  Osborne  had 4 

Eichard  F.Jennings 7 

Thomas  Hayden 1 

Mr.  Jennings  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 

DIRECTORS   FOR  PUBLIC     INSTITUTIONS. 

The  Board  took  up    the  second  special  assign- 
ment, viz.,  election  of  two   Directors  for  Public 
Institutions. 
Committee — Aldermen  Woolley  and  Viles. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

James  K.  Fagin 4 

Charles  Hayden 8 

Albert  T.  Whiting 7 

One  ballot  with  three  names  on  it,  not  counted. 
Messrs.  Hayden  and  Whiting  were  elected  in 
non-concurrence.    Sent  down. 

TRUSTEES    OF    MT.     HOPE    CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Bell  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  to  nominate  trustees  of 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

The  majority,  Messrs.  Fisher,  Tucker  and  Tay- 
lor recommend  the  election  of  George  L.  Burt  and 
Elbridge  G.  Knight. 

The  minority,  Alderman  Bell,  recommends  the 
election  of  John  A.  Nowell  and  William  P. 
Leavitt,  severally  at  large  for  two  years 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Bell  an  election  was  ordered.  Commit- 
tee, Aldermen  Bell  and  Tucker. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessarv  for  a  choice  7 

Elbridge  <i.  K night 4 

John  A.  Nowell 8 

William  P.  Leavitt 7 

George  L.  Burt 5 

Messrs.  Nowell  and  Leavitt  were  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board.    Sent  down. 

WIDENING  OF  ESSEX  AND  SOUTH  STREETS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  transmitting  a  resolve  and  order 
for  the  extension  of  Essex  street,  from  South 
street  via  South-street  court,  to  Federal  street, 
at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $50,865,  as  shown  in 
City  Document  56.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets.    Sent  down. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  transmitting  a  resolve  and  order 
for  the  widening  of  South  street,  from  Summer 
to  Essex  street  and  East  street,  at  an  adjudged 
expense  of  $119,750,  as  shown  in  City  Document 
57.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 
Sent  down. 

PUBLIC     GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  be 
authorized  to  contract  tor  and  purchase  the  red 
gravel,  manure,  loam,  trees,  plants,  sods  and 
tools,  and  such  other  articles  as  may  be  required 
for  the  use  of  the  department  during  the  financial 
year  1880-81,  and  to  employ  such  number  of  men 
as  may  be  necessary;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
William  Doogue.  Superintendent  of  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  the  sum  of  $1200,  on  account  of 
the  use  of  his  greenhouse  and  furnishing  fuel  and 
pots:  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Common  and  Public  Grounds.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

FENCE  VIEWERS,  ETC. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  special  committee  appointed  to  nominate  can- 


didates for  Fence  Viewers,  etc.,  recommending 
the  appointment  of  the  following: 

Inspector  of  Lime — Daniel  Higgins. 

Fence  Viewers— John  Dove,  Eben  W.  Whitte- 
more,  Woodbury  L.  Lewis,  John  R.  Wolston, 
George  A.  Spear. 

Culler  of  Hoops  and  Staves— Horace  A.  Sawyer. 

Field  Drivers  and  Pound  Keepers — S.  E.  Part- 
ridge, Henry  Morse,  Bernard  Crosby,  James  M. 
Davis,  Joseph  E.  Page,  Thomas  Cunningham, 
Samuel  Deering,  William  T.  McChesney,  Michael 
Connor,  Henry  Griffith,  James  M.  Walker,  Hugh 
Dunn,  Abraham  M.  Loring,  T.  J.  Burns. 

Report  accepted  and  said  nominations  were 
confirmed.    Sent  down. 

TELEGRAPH  AND  TELEPHONE  WIRES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  51): 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
who  were  requested  to  report  to  the  City  Council 
the  draft  of  an  ordinance  to  regulate  the  con- 
struction of  telegraph  and  telephone  lines,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  act  of  the  Legislature  on  the 
subject,  approved  the  11th  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1880,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows.  Chapter  83 
of  the  acts  of  1880  is  as  follows: 

AN    ACT    CONCERNING    TELEGRAPH    AND     OTHER 
WIRES. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows  : 
Section  1.    The  City  Council  of  any  city,  and 
the  selectmen  of  any  town,  may  establish  reason- 
able regulations  for  the  erection  and  maintenance 
of  all  telegraph  and  telephone  lines  of  wire  with- 
in their  respective  cities  or  towns,  including  fire- 
alarm  and  police  lines,  and  all  other  lines  owned 
or  used  by  said  cities  or  towns,  and  may    permit 
the    same    to    be   laid   under  any  public  way  or 
square.    In  cities  such  regulations    shall  be  made 
by  ordinance. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  such  line  shall  be  constructed  or 
maintained  in  violation  of  any  such  regulations, 
the  city  or  town  shall  cause  the  owner  or  owners, 
constructor  or  constructors,  or  parties  using 
the  same,  to  be  forthwith  notified  of  such 
violation  in  writing,  setting  forth  said  viola- 
tion particularly;  and  if,  after  such  notice,  the 
said  parties  or  any  of  them  shall  proceed  in  such 
construction,  or  shall  not,  within  a  reasonable 
time,  alter  said  lines  to  conform  to  said  regula- 
tions, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  or  any  justice  thereof,  either  in  term  time 
or  vacation,  to  issue  an  injunction  restraining 
such  person  or  persons  from  further  progress  in 
said  work  until  the  facts  of  the  case  shall  have 
been  investigated  and  determined ;  and  if  it  shall 
appear  to  the  court,  on  such  investigation,  that 
any  of  such  regulations  have  been  violated,  to  re- 
strain by  injunction  the  further  prosecution  of 
such  work,  or  by  order  to  direct  such  line  to  be 
removed  or  altered  as  it  may  deem  proper,  at  the 
expense  ot  the  owners  or  contractors  thereof, 
or  persons  using  the  same.  In  case  any 
line  belonging  to,  or  used  by,  any  city  or 
town,  or  any  of  its  departments,  shall  be  con- 
structed, or  maintained,  in  violation  of  any  such 
regulations,  the  like  action  may  be  taken  by  the 
court,  upon  the  complaint  of  any  party  injured 
thereby,  after  such  notice  to  the  city  or  town  as 
the  court  or  some  justice  thereof  may  order. 

Sect.  8.  Chapter  64  of  the  General  Statutes 
shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  cities,  and  the  selectmen  of  towns,  to 
empower  individuals,  who  are  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  establish  and  maintain  posts,  wires, 
and  other  apparatus  for  telegraphic  and  tele- 
phonic communication,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  said  chapter  and  other  laws  now,  or 
hereafter,  applicable  to  telegraph  or  telephone 
companies. 

Sect.  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 
[Approved  March  11,  1880.] 

Chapter  64  of  General  Statutes  relates  to  tele- 
graph companies,  and  section  3  thereof  reads  as 
follows: 

The  mayor  and  aldermen  or  selectmen  of  any 
place  through  which  the  lines  of  a  company  are 
to  pass  shall  give  the  company  a  writing  specify- 
ing where  the  posts  may  be  located,  the  kind  of 
posts  and  the  height  at  which  and  the  places 
where  the  wires  may  run.  After  the  erection  of 
the  lines,  having  first  given  the  company  or  its 
agents  opportunity  to  be  heard,  they  may  direct 
any  alteration  in  the  location  or  erection  of  the 
posts,  piers  or  abutments,  and  in  the  height  of  the 
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wires.    Such  specifications  and  decisions  shall  be 
recorded  in  the  records  of  the  city  or  town. 

The  act  of  1880  extends  the  provisions  of  this 
chapter  to  wires  for  telephones  as  well  as  tele- 
graphs, and  authorizes  the  City  Council  of  any 
city  to  establish  by  ordinance,  "reasonable  regu- 
lations for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  all 
telegraph  and  telephone  lines  of  wire."  As  chap- 
ter 64  of  General  Statutes  is  not  only  not  repealed, 
but  is  cited  and  extended  in  the  new  act,  it  would 
seem  that  there  still  remains  as  the  law,  the  pro- 
vision that  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  (not  the  City 
Council)  are  to  give  "a  writing  specifying  where 
the  posts  may  be  located,  t  he  kind  of  posts,  and 
the  height  at  which  and  the  places  where  the 
wires  may  run." 

It  seems,  however,  proper  to  construe  the  "rea- 
sonable regulations"  clause  of  the  new  act  of  1880, 
as  empowering  the  City  Council,  by  ordinance,  to 
prescribe  conditions,  subject  to  which  the 
permits  may  be  issued.  As  every  ordi- 
nance requires  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  it  must  override  any  rule  of  the  Board 
alone,  both  being  sanctioned  by  statute. 

The  original  act,  passed  in  1849,  seems  applica- 
ble chiefly  to  the  old  system  of  carrying  telegraph 
wires  along  or  across  public  highways  on  tall 
poles.  We  have  now  to  consider  the  present  sys- 
tem, in  cities  at  least,  of  attaching  the  wires  "to 
buildings,  and  especially  the  innumerable  short 
wires  so  connected  which  belong  to  the  telephone 
system.  We  have  also  the  wires  of  the  Fire  and 
Police  departments,  established  by  the  city,  and 
demanding  in  all  cases  a  preference  over  those 
belonging  to  private  persons  or  corporations. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  "reasonable 
regulations"  should  now  be  made  to  render  cer- 
tain the  safety  of  the  city  lines,  to  establish  uni- 
formity in  the  location  of  private  lines,  to  place 
these  locations  on  record  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Fire  Department,  and  to  protect  private  and  pub- 
lic rights.  It  seems  essential  that  the  wires 
should  be  so  located  as  not  to  increase  the  diffi- 
culty of  extinguishing  fires,  nor  to  add  to  the 
dangers  encountered  by  the  firemen. 

On  all  accounts  it  would  seem  that  these  lines 
should  be  under  the  charge  of  some  permanent 
department  of  the  City  Government,  and  your 
committee  believes  that  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners is  the  one  best  snitert  to  take  charge 
of  the  business. 

In  accordance  with  these  conclusions,  your  com- 
mittee prepared  the  draft  of  an  ordinance,  copies 
of  which  were  furnished  to  the  telegraph  and 
telephone  companies.  A  public  hearing  was 
given  at  City  Hall  on  April  2,  which  was  largely 
attended  by  parties  interested,  who  were  heard 
by  counsel.  Mr.  J.  J.  Storrow,  for  the  Bell  Tele- 
phone Company,  presented  the  draft  of  an  ordi- 
nance, which  accorded  substantially  with  the  one 
herewith  reported.  Mr.  George  S.  Hale,  for  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  presented 
the  following  section : 

Nothing  herein  contained  shall  apply  to  any 
telegraph  company  which  has  the  right,  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  construct,  main- 
tain or  operate  lines  of  telegraph  over  or  along 
any  of  the  military  or  post-roads  of  the  United 
States,  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  de- 
clared such  by  law,  or  over,  under  or  across  the 
navigable  streams  or  waters  of  the  United  States, 
nor  to  any  lines  or  wires  now  or  hereafter  con- 
structed, maintained  or  operated  over,  along,  un- 
der, or  across  any  of  said  roads,  streams  or  waters 
by  any  such  company;  except,  that  every  such 
company  shall,  before  placing  any  telegraph  line, 
wire  or  fixture,  except  for  purpose  of  repairs, 
notify  said  Fire  Commissions,  in  writing,  where 
it  desires  to  place  the  same,  and,  if  required  by 
said  Commissioners,  shall  fix  and  alter  the  loca- 
tion and  position  of  any  wire  or  fixture  now  or 
hereafter  erected  or  placed  by  it,  at  such 
height  and  in  such  manner  as  they 
shall  prescribe,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  any 
interference  with  ordinary  travel  over  such  roads, 
or  with  the  wires  of  the  police  or  fire-alarm  de- 
partments of  said  city,  or  with  the  operation  of 
said  fire  department,  in  case  of  fire,  by  a  written 
order  from  said  Fire  Commissioners,  specifying 
and  describing  the  location  and  position  by  them 
so  required,  and  except  that  all  employes  of  any 
such  company  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  section  7  hereof. 

Mr.  Hale  relied  upon  the  statutes  of  the  United 
States,  and  especially  on  the  following  section: 
Revised  Statutes,  United  states. 

Title  LXV.,  Section  5263.  Any  telegraph  com- 
pany now  organized,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 


organized,  under  the  laws  of  any  State,  shall  have 
the  right  to  construct,  maintain  and  operate  lines 
of  telegraph  through  and  over  any  portion  of  the 
public  domain  of  the  United  States,  over  and 
along  any  of  the  military  and  po~t  roads  of  the 
United  States  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter 
be  declared  such  by  law,  and  over,  under  or 
across  the  navigable  streams  or  waters  of  the 
United  States;  but  such  lines  of  telegraph  shall 
be  so  constructed  and  maintained  as  not  to  ob- 
struct the  navigation  of  such  streams  and  waters, 
or  to  interfere  with  the  ordinary  travel  of  such 
military  or  post  roads. 

He  also  cited  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  (Reports,  vol.  96,  pp. 
1-18)  in  the  case  of  Pen.  Tel.  Co.  vs.  Western  Union 
Tel.  Co. 

Your  committee  submitted  the  matter  to  the 
City  Solicitor,  and  by  his  advice  prefer  to  make 
no  exception  in  respect  to  the  telegraph  compa- 
nies claiming  especial  privileges. 

Your  committee  would  therefore  recommend 
the  passage  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  fol- 
lowing order,  and  by  the  City  Council  of  the  an- 
nexed ordinance: 

Ordered,  All  existing  location  of  telegraph 
wires  and  permits  shall  therefor  be  held  to'be  re- 
voked on  the  first  day  of  July,  A.  D.  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty,  after  due  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  sixty-four  of  General 
Statutes.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  H.  B.  Breck. 
George  L.  Thorndike. 
Charles  V.  Whitten. 
William  H.  Whitmoke. 
Charles  Wheeler. 
George  A.  Fisher. 
William  F.  Wharton. 
Andrew  J.  Bailey. 
An  Ordinance 

In  Relation  to  Telegraph  and  Telephone  ijines. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Before  any  location  of  wires  to  be 
used  for  telegraph  or  telephone  lines  shall  be 
granted  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  pursuant  to 
chapter  sixty-four  of  the  General  Statutes,  the 
request  therefor  shall  be  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners,  who  shall  report  thereon; 
and  the  following  regulations,  or  such  of  them  as 
may  be  applicable  in  any  case,  shall  be  complied 
with: 

Sect  2.  No  lines  of  wires  shall  be  established 
or  maintained  in  the  city  of  Boston  until  a  loca- 
tion therefor  shall  be  granted  by  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen.  Such  lines  of  wires  shall  be  erected 
along  or  across  public  highways  only  from  the 
roof  of  one  building  to  that  of  another,  or  from 
suitable  posts,  in  all  cases  at  the  height  of  the 
eaves  at  least,  or  at  a  height  not  less  than  thirty 
feet  from  the  surface  of  such  highways,  which- 
ever location  shall  be  required  by  said  Fire  Com- 
missioners. 

Sect.  3.  In  carrying  such  wires  over  the  roofs 
of  buildings,  or  over  land  not  included  in  high- 
ways, the  location  of  the  wires,  supports  and  ap- 
pliances shall  be  first  submitted  to  and  approved 
by  said  Fire  Commissioners. 

Sect.  4.  The  City  Clerk  shall  furnish  the  Fire 
Commissioners  with  certified  copies  of  all  loca- 
tions of  wires  granted  by  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men. The  said  commissioners  shall  cause  to  be 
prepared  by  the  City  Surveyor  such  plans  of  said 
locations  as  they  deem  necessary. 

Sect.  5.  All  employes  of  any  person,  persons  or 
corporation  owning  or  operating  such  lines  shall 
be  furnished  with  a  license  from  them,  stating 
the  duties  of  such  employes,  which  shall  be  shown 
whenever  access  is  desired  by  them  to  any  build- 
ing. Any  such  employe  refusing  to  exhibit  such 
licence  when  seeking  to  enter  any  building  on 
such  business  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  dollars. 

Sect.  6.  Any  person,  persons  or  corporation  to 
whom  a  location  has  been  granted  may  surrender 
the  same  by  giving  ten  days'  notice  thereof  to  the 
City  Clerk  in  writing.  After  thirty  days  from  the 
date  of  such  notice  any  wires  or  appliances  re- 
maining along  or  across  any  public  highway  shall 
be  removed  by  the  Fire  Commissioners,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  party  so  surrendering. 

Sect.  7.  All  locations  of  wires  hereafter  made 
shall  be  held  to  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  ordinance,  or  any  modification  or  repeal 
thereof  which  may  be  enacted  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Hoston. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute: 

Section  1.    Upon  the  passage  of  this  ordinance 
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BOARD       OF      ALDERMEN, 


there  shall  be  elected,  by  concurrent  vote  of  the 
City  Council,  a  competent  person,  who  shall  be  a 
resident  in  this  city,  to  be  styled  "supervisor  of 
telegraphs,"  who  shall  exercise  all  the  powers 

and  duties  prescribed  by  chapter of  the  acts 

of  1880,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  telegraph 
ticker  wires,"  and  also  by  any  regulations  con- 
cerning such  wires  which  may  be  passed  by  the 
City  Council  in  pursuance  of  said  act.  He  shall 
hold  his  said  office  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  from  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1880,  and  to 
the  first  Monday  of  February,  1883,  or  within  sixty 
days  thereafter,  and  on  every  third  year  from 
said  date,  at  said  time,  there  shall  be  elected  by 
concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council  a  Supervisor 
of  Telegraphs,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the 
term  of  three  years  from  the  first  Monday  of 
April  succeeding  his  election. 

Sect.  2.  Said  Supervisor  of  Telegraphs  may  ap- 
point, subject  to  the  approval  and  confirmation 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department,  such 
number  of  assistants  and  clerks  in  his  depart- 
ment as  may  be  needed  from  time  to  time,  and 
the  compensation  shall  be  fixed  by  said  commit- 
tee, The  salary  of  the  Supervisor  of  Telegraphs 
shall  be  fixed  by  the  City  Council  annually. 

Sect.  3.  Before  any  location  of  wires  to  be  used 
for  telegraph  or  telephone  lines  shall  be  granted 
by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  pursuant  to  General 
Statutes,  chapter  64,  the  request  therefor  shall  be 
referred  to  the  Supervisor  of  Telegraphs,  who 
shall  report  thereon ;  and  the  following  regula- 
tions, or  such  of  them  as  may  be  applicable  in 
any  case,  shall  be  complied  with: 

Sect.  4.  No  lines  of  wires  shall  be  established 
or  maintained  in  the  city  of  Boston  until  a  loca- 
tion therefor  shall  be  granted  by  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen.  Such  lines  or  wires  shall  be  erected 
along  or  across  public  highways  only  from  the 
roof  of  one  building  to  another,  or  from  suitable 
posts,  in  all  cases  at  the  height  of  the  eaves  at 
least,  or  at  a  height  not  less  than  twenty-five  feet 
from  the  surface  of  such  highways,  whichever 
location  shall  be  required  by  said  Supervisor  of 
Telegraphs. 

Sect.  5.  In  carrying  such  wires  over  the  roofs  of 
buildings  the  location  of  the  wires,  supports  and 
appliances  shall  be  first  submitted  to  and  ap- 
proved by  said  Supervisor  of  Telegraphs. 

Sect.  6.  No  lines  of  wires  shall  be  established  or 
maintained  in  the  city  of  Boston  except  under  a 
grant  of  a  location  therefor  by  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen. 

Sect.  7.  The  City  Clerk  shall  furnish  the  Super- 
visor of  Telegraphs  with  certified  copies  of  all  lo- 
cations of  wires  granted  by  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men. The  said  Supervisor  shall  cause  to  be  pre- 
pared by  the  City  Surveyor  such  plans  of  said 
locations  as  he  deems  necessary. 

Sect.  8.  All  employes  of  any'person,  persons  or 
corporation  owning  or  operating  such  lines  shall 
be  furnished  with  a  license  from  him  stating  the 
duties  of  such  officials,  which  shall  be  shown 
whenever  access  is  desired  by  him  to  any  build- 
ing. Any  such  employe  refusing  to  exhibit  such 
license  when  seeking  to  enter  any  building  on 
such  business  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  dollars. 

Sect.  8.  Any  person,  persons  or  corporation  to 
whom  a  location  has  been  granted  may  surrender 
the  same  by  giving  ten  days'  notice  thereof 
to  the  City  Clerk  in  writing.  After  thirty  days 
from  the  date  of  such  notice  any  wires  or  appli- 
ances remaining  along  or  across  any  public  high- 
way shall  be  removed  by  the  supervisor  at  the  ex- 
pense of  such  licensees 

Sect.  10.  All  locations  of  wires  hereafter  made 
shall  be  held  to  be  on  condition  of  the  assent  of 
such  licensees  to  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance, 
or  any  modification  or  repeal  thereof  which  may 
be  enacted  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

PERMITS  FOR    STEAM    ENGINES. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  recommending  the 
granting  of  the  petition  of  W.  P.  Stone  &  Co., 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  at  179  First  street.    Accepted. 

DETAILS  OF  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
who  were  requested  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  so  amending  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
finance  as  to  require  that  the  detailed  estimates 
of  annual  appropriations  shall  be  furnished  to 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  having  considered  the 


subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  ordinance. 
For  the  committee, 

Charles  H.  B.  Breck,  Chairman. 
An  Ordinance 

To  Amend  an  Ordinance  in  Relation  to  Finance. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  finance, 
printed  in  the  edition  of  Statutes  and  Ordinances 
of  1876,  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "appropriation,"  in  the  ninth  line  of  section 
6,  the  words,  "giving  in  each  case  a  detailed  state- 
ment which  the  several  boards,  departments  or 
committees  shall  furnish  him  of  the  purposes  for 
which  the  appropriation  is  requested." 

Sect.  2.  Said  ordinance  is  further  amended  by 
striking  out  of  the  ninth  line  of  section  6  the 
word  "and"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
word  "he." 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Slade. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET    DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Thorndike  offered  an  order — That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  be  author- 
ized to  grade  Randall  street  in  the  Northampton- 
street  District,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1300;  said 
amount  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Northampton-street  District.  Passed.    Sent  down. 

CITY    HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  City  Hospital  be  requested  to  nominate  trus- 
tees of  the  City  Hospital,  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council,  as  required  by  chapter  174  of  the  acts  of 
1880.    Passed.     Sent  down. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  report 
such  amendments  to  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
City  Hospital  as  may  be  rendered  necessary  by 
chapter  174  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1880.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports,  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  to  occupy  stables  by  G.  Winship  Cof- 
fin, on  Glen  road,  Ward  23;  Daniel  Seaverns,  11 
Sheridan   avenue,   Ward  23.    Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Vilcs  submitted  the  following  from  . 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Report  and  order  for  hearing  on  Monday  next 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer 
in  Downer  avenue,  Dorchester,  from  Pleasant 
street,  280  feet  westwardly.    Order  passed. 

THE  ADAMS  STATUE. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order — That  the 
Special  Committee  on  Adams  and  Winthrop  Stat- 
ues be  authorized  to  contract  for  the  erection  in 
Adams  square  of  a  suitable  pedestal  for  the 
statue  of  Samuel  Adams;  the  expense,  not  ex- 
ceeding $2000,  to  be  paid  from  the  income  of  the 
Phillips  Street  Fund.    Passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows  :  Minors'  ap- 
plications granted— one  bootblack,  four  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAPERS,     DISCUSSIONS    AND    ARGUMENTS    ON  THE 
PARK    QUESTION. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order  —  That  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  be  requested  to  complete  and 
cause  to  be  printed  for  the  information  of  the 
City  Council  the  petitions,  papers  and  arguments 
that  have  been  presented  to  the  City  Council  from 
time  to  time,  in"  relation  to' the  establishment  of 
public  parks  in  the  city  of  Boston;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Viles. 

GAS  FOR  ROXBURY, 

Alderman  Breck,  from  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  an  order — That  the  uommitteb  on 
Lamps  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  con- 
tract with  the  Roxbury  Gaslight  Company  for 
supplying  four  cubic  feet  of  gas  per  hour  for 
each  of  the  public  lamps  within  the  territory  em- 
braced within  their  charter,  for  three  years  from 
May  1,  1880,  at  the  rate  of  $1.87y2  per  1000  cubic 
feet.    Passed. 
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OLD    RECORDS     OF     BIRTHS,     DEATHS     AXD     MAR- 
RIAGES. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  on  order  — That  the 
Committee  on  City  Registrar's  Department  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding;  §800 
for  continuing  the  work  of  transcribing  old  rec- 
ords of  births,  marriages  and  deaths;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Regis- 
trar's Department.    Passed.    Sent  clown. 

PAYING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  onPavine  : 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
John  J.  Ahern  to  move  wooden  buildings  from 
912  East  Second  street  to  rear  of  582  East  Third 
street,  and  from  P  street,  near  East  Second  street, 
to  582  East  Third  street;  and  William  R.  Cavanagh 
to  move  wooden  building  from  14  P  street  to  61 
P  street.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  licenses  to  sprinkle 
certain  streets  by  Daniel  Clark  in  Dorchester. 
Accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  J.  H. 
Rodocanachi  for  crosswalks  on  Brookline 
avenue.    Accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  John  G. 
Tilton  for  crosswalks  on  Longwood  and  Brook- 
line  avenues.    Accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
"William  Geraty  for  grade  damages  on  Tremont 
street.    Accepted. 

Order  to  establish  the  grade  of  "Washington 
street,  between  School  and  Green  streets,  West 
Roxbury,  according  to  plan  dated  April  16,  1880. 
Passed. 

Order  to  abate  sidewalk  assessment  against 
Drusilla  P.  Kingsbury  of  $10.50  on  Codman  park, 
she  being  unable  to  pay  the  same.    Passed. 

Order  granting  permission  to  Joseph  Graham 
to  close  Paul  street  against  travel  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  fourteen  clays  from  the  date  of  the 
passage  of   this  order.     Passed. 

Order  to  grade  and  pave  Commercial  street  as 
widened  by  the  Street  Commissioners  from  East- 
ern avenue  to  Causeway  street;  the  expense 
thereof,  estimated  at  $70,000,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  widening  Commercial  street. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  have  permission  to  run  twelve  cars  per 
hour  between  South  Boston  and  the  Providence 
Railroad  station,  via  Dover  street,  Berkeley  street 
and  Columbus  avenue.    Passed. 

Order  that  permission  be  granted  to  Silas  Pot- 
ter to  occupy  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  premises  on 
Alaska  street  while  building  a  bank  wall  on  the 
line  of  said  street.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  connect  by  telephone  his  office  in 
City  Hall  with  the  several'wharves  and  yards  of 
the  Paving  Department  in  the  city  proper,  South 
Boston,  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton;  and  for  that  purpose  said  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  wires 
upon  the  poles  of  the  Fire-alarm  and  Police  de- 
partmer  t  when  desirable  so  to  do,  with  the  ap  - 
proval  and  in  accordance  with  such  regulations 
as  said  departments  may  prescribe;  the  cost  of 
said  work,  estimated  at  $1200,  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Paving.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  macadamize  Columbia 
street  as  widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners from  Washington  street  to  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue; also  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  said  street,  and  report  to  the  board 
a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting 
said  edgestones.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  and  pave  Pynchon  street  between 
Tremont  and  Heath  streets  with  small  granite 
blocks;  also  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  where  there  are  none  on  said 
street;  estimated  cost  $18,000.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  At- 
lantic &  Pacific  Telegraph  Company  to  erect  two 
poles  on  Albany  street,  near  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  passenger  station,  and  five  poles  on 
Kingston  street,  between  Beach  and  Bedford 
streets;  said  poles  to  be  placed  in  the  position 
designated  by  red  circles  on  a  plan  drawn  by  D. 
G.  Hern,  dated  April  17, 1880,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  Superintendent  of  Streets.  This  permit 
is  granted  on  condition  that  said  Atlantic  &  Pa- 
cific Telegraph  Company  shall  first   give   to    the 


city  an  agreement  in-  writing  saving  harm- 
less said  city  against  any  and  all  claims 
for  damages,  costs  or  expenses,  for,  or  on  ac- 
count of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  erect- 
ing or  maintaining  of  said  poles  in  said  streets; 
also  upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be  paint- 
ed white  and  kept  painted  well  and  in  good  con- 
dition to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets,  and  that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on 
said  poles  not  less  than  twenty-five  feet  from  the 
ground.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  company 
shall  allow  the  city  of  Boston,  through  or  by  any 
of  its  departments,  the  exclusive  use  of  the  top 
cross-bar  and  upper  portion  of  each  pole.  Also, 
that  said  company  shall  agree  not  to  remove  the 
poles  located  by  this  order  without  permission  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  to  remove  them  when 
ordered  so  to  do  by  said  Board. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  have  been  requested  by 
some  of  the  Aldermen  to  allow  the  order  I  intro- 
duced some  weeks  ago,  in  regard  to  fixing  the 
pay  of  laborers  at  $1.75  per  day,  to  remain  on  the 
table.  I  had  proposed  to  have  it  taken  from  the 
table  and  acted  upon;  but  inasmuch  as  some  of 
the  departments— one  of  which  I  am  a  member, 
the  department  of  Common  and  Squares — have 
already  raised  the  pay  of  the  laboring  men  in  their 
employ,  and  in  order  that  the  different  depart- 
ments'may  conform  to  the  request  passed  Feb. 
19  by  the  Council,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Board 
—  that  the  laborers  in  the  different  depart- 
ments be  paid  at  $1,75  a  day  —  I  will  not 
move  to  take  it  from  the  table  at  this  time, 
but  will  give  notice  to  the  different  heads  of  de- 
partments, and  committees  governing  them,  that 
unless  the  order  is  conformed  to  and  they  pay 
those  men  $1.75  a  day,  at  some  future  time  I  shall 
call  the  order  up.  There  are  some  reasons  why  it 
should  not  be  made  general,  as  I  understand  from 
the  Alderman  on  rny  right,  particulary  in  the  De- 
partment of  Improved  Sewerage.  I  understand 
they  have  some  old  men  employed  bringing  water 
who  are  unable  to  do  the  kind  of  work  able- 
bodied  men  are  required  to  do.  Perhaps  it 
is  as  well  that  the  matter  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee  as  to  what  men  should  receive 
$1.75  a  day  and  which  should  receive  less  than 
that,  $1.25  or  $1.50  a  day.  In  order  that  those  poor 
men  may  not  be  turned  out  of  employment,  and 
that  able-bodied  men  in  the  departments  may  re- 
ceive $1.75  a  day,  I  will  not  call  it  up. 

Alderman  Caton — I  suppose  debate  is  out  of  or- 
der, but  if  it  had  been  called  from  the  table,  I 
was  going  to  say  I  think  it  would  be  unwise  to  do 
so.  It  seems  to'me  that  able-bodied  men,  familiar 
with  certain  kinds  of  work  in  the  different  de- 
partments, should  receive  more  pay  than  men  not 
familiar  with  the  work  and  not  able  to  do  it.  If 
the  Alderman  had  moved  to  take  it  from  the  table, 
I  had  a  substitute  to  offer.  It  seems  to  me  there 
should  be  some  discrimination  made,  and  the  bet- 
ter way  would  be  to  take  it  from  the  table  and 
adopt  the  substitute,  or  have  the  subject  indefi 
nitely  postponed  and  leave  it  with  the  commit- 
tees. 

Alderman  Flynn— That  was  suggested  to  me. 
My  own  idea  is  that  any  man  fit  to  work  for  the 
City  of  Boston  ought  to  receive  $1.75  a  day.  But 
I  have  been  informed  by  the  Alderman  on  my 
right  that  there  are  some  cases  of  which  I  have 
spoken ;  that  there  are  men  unable  to  do  a  hard 
clay's  work,  and  that  the  committee  employ  them 
to  keep  them  from  the  Poor  House.  They  give 
them  a  dollar  or  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  a  day,  and 
the  committee  make  that  discrimination  in 
the  parties  employed.  I  don't  know  but  it  is  a 
good  thing  to  enable  those  old  men  to  get  em- 
ployment, which  they  would  not  do  if  my  order 
was  passed. 

Alderman  Caton — My  object  was  to  offer  a  sub- 
stitute, and  then  the  heads  of  departments  would 
feel  as  though  they  could  hire  those  men. 

Alderman  Caton  offered  the  following  order, 
which  he  gave  notice  of  moving  as  a  substitute 
for  the  order  on  the  table: 

Ordered,  That  the  several  boards  and  depart- 
ments of  the  City  Government  which  employ  day 
labor  be  requested  to  fix  the  compensation  of 
able-bodied  laborers  at  the  rate  of  $1.75  per  day, 
and  that  of  other  classes  in  proportion. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Caton. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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Special  meeting  at  12  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shepard, 
President,  in  the  chair. 

The  President  read  the  following: 

April  19, 1880. 

To  the  President  and.  Members  of  the  Common 
Council :  Gentlemen — It  becomes  my  painful  duty 
to  officially  announce  to  you  the  death  of  Joseph 
Healy,  a  member  of  your  board  from  Ward  10.  I 
have  accordingly  called  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  at  twelve  o'clock  noon,  Tuesday, 
April  20,  in  order  that  you  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity ■  3f  taking  ipprcpriitE  action  in  reccfehition 
of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  city  in  the  death  of 
your  honored  associate. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

Placed  upon  file. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  said- 
Mr.  President— I  find  very  great  difficulty  in 
performing  the  duty  upon  me.  The  announcement 
to  you  of  the  death  of  my  colleague,  Joseph  Healy, 
fills  me  with  sadness.  It  was  so  sudden,  it  seems 
so  mysterious,  the  recollection  of  nim  is  so  fresh, 
that  I  hardly  know  what  to  say.  On  Friday  morn- 
ing last  he  went  as  usual  to  his  office,  but  soon 
complained  of  illness,  and  saying  that  he  would 
return  in  a  couple  of  hours,  he  went  home. 
During  the  day  he  suffered  most  intensely,  and 
was  not  relieved  of  his  severe  and  increasing 
pain  till  very  late  in  the  night.  Saturday 
morning  he  sent  from  his  room  some  directions 
regarding  his  business.  At  noon  on  Sunday, 
though  very  much  weakened,  he  was  thought 
to  be  out  of  danger.  But  in  the  afternoon  he  be- 
gan to  sink;  his  life  was  soon  despaired  of,  and 
at  quarter  of  twelve  o'clock  on  Sunday  night  he 
died.  We  now  meet  without  him.  We  meet  to 
express  our  regard  for  him.  My  colleague  was 
born  in  Boston  in  August,  1850.  He  graduated 
from  the  Boston  Latin  School  in  1866,  from  Har- 
vard College  in  1870  and  from  Harvard  Law 
School  in  1873.  He  began  and  has  always  prac- 
tised his  profession  in  this  city.  This  he  has  done 
with  success  and  with  great  credit  to 
himself.  In  1878  his  Honor  the  Mayor  selected 
him  to  deliver  the  annual  Fourth  of  July  oration, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  acquitted  himself 
shows  the  wisdom  of  the  selection. 

Mr.  Healy  began  his  duties  in  this  Council  in 
January  of  last  year.  It  is  often  remarked,  Mr. 
President,  that  a  year's  service  here  is  needed  to 
acquaint  one  with  the  city  business.  My  col- 
league seemed  to  understand  it  at  once.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  our  proceedings  immediately. 
He  was  feithful  in  all  the  details,  and  careful  to 
inform  himself  fully  on  all  subjects.  We  shall 
miss  his  valuable  suggestions,  his  sound  advice, 
and  most  keenly  his  cordial  and  hearty  greeting. 

And  now,  sir,  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  my 
feeling  of  the  deepest  sympathy  for  the  honored 
father  of  our  friend,  one  of  the  most  patient, 
faithful  and  kind-hearted  of  men.  He  has  lost 
the  only  child  of  his  declining  years,  a  most  prom- 
ising son.  All  will  join  me  in  this  expression  of 
sympathy. 

Mr.  President,  I  beg  to  oiler  the  following- 
resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  we  receive  the  announcement  of 
the  death  of  our  associate,  Joseph  Healy,  with 
pain  and  sorrow; 

That  we  lose  one  of  the  most  faithful  and  up- 
right of  our  members,  and  the  city  an  especially 
useful  and  efficient  representative; 

That  we  found  in  him  a  valuable  associate,  a 
kind  and  generous  friend,  and 

That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  his  family  in 
the  loss  of  one  who  was  taken  away  in  an  early 
manhood  of  unusual  promise. 

Resolved,  That  we  attend  the  funeral  services 
of  our  late  associate. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  said — 

Mr.  President— In  rising  to  second  the  resolu- 
tions I  not  only  discharge  a  duty  imposed  upon 
me,  but  I  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  be  allowed  to 
pay  a  last  tribute  of  respect  to  one  whom  I  have 
known  not  only  as  an  honorable  opponent  but  as 
a  zealous  co-worker  for  the  public  good,  I  have 
been  familiarly  acquainted  with  Mr.  Healy  for 
the  past  six  years,   and,  while  I  have  happened 


to  be  opposed  to  him  politically,  the  as- 
perities of  debate  were  never  allowed  to 
extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Council  Chamber. 
I  am  glad  to  remember  now  that  my  last  inter- 
view with  him  last  week  was  on  a  public  matter 
in  which  we  were  both  interested,  and  that  his 
last  message  was  a  courteous  reply  to  some  in- 
formation with  which  I  had  furnished  him.  Mr. 
Healy 's  public  service  has  been  comparatively 
brief  and  confined  to  his  work  with  us  in  this 
Council.  Yet  I  think  I  only  express  the  opinion 
of  our  fellow-members  of  last  year,  when  I  say 
that  he  was  conspicuous  for  a  careful  and 
conscientious  attention  to  his  duty,  and 
for  an  evident  determination  to  thoroughly 
examine  every  part  of  it.  The  most  conspicuous 
traits  of  his  character,  as  seen  by  his  associates, 
were  the  sobriety  and  sedateness  of  his  judgment 
and  the  self-reliance  evident  in  his  action.  A 
maturity  unusual  for  his  years  seemed  to  withdraw 
him  somewhat  from  easy  companionship,  while 
it  might  well  awaken  the  warmest  hopes  of  his 
friends  for  his  future  successes.  Yet,  Mr. 
President,  I  recall  with  pleasure  the  last 
dinner  of  the  Council  of  1879,  as  giving 
another  view  of  his  character.  Mr.  Healy 
was  one  of  the  few  who  stayed  on  that  evening  to 
see  the  old  year  out.  The  closing  hour  was 
marked  by  unusual  cheerfulness,  and  somewhat 
to  my  surprise  he  threw  off  his  usual  reserve  and 
was  one  of  the  merriest  and  most  entertaining  of 
the  party.  I  remember  well  remarking  to  some 
of  the  number  that  there  was  a  side  to  his  char- 
acter to  which  many  of  us  had  before  been  stran- 
gers. Little  as  we  then  anticipated  that  a 
breach  would  so  soon  be  made  in  our 
number,  still  less  could  we  have  selected  him 
as  the  destined  victim.  Happy  do  I  esteem 
myself  in  feeling  that  I  am  not  called  upon  to  de- 
pict the  crushing  blow  which  has  fallen  upon  his 
family  circle  and  his  personal  intimate  friends. 
In  regard  to  his  public  life,  one  important  item 
remains  to  be  mentioned.  In  1878  he  was  selected 
to  deliver  the  Fourth  of  July  oration  before  the 
civic  authorities.  It  is  quite  a  remarkable  pro- 
duction, and  with  your  permission  I  will  read  a 
few  lines.  Mr.  Healy  began  by  stating  what  his 
ideas  of  public  recmirements  were  ana  said — 

"The  general  principles  of  the  Government,  as 
understood  by  its  founders,  cannot  be  more  terse- 
ly and  pithily  expressed  than  they  were  by  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  his  famous  inaugural  address,  'Equal 
and  exact  justice  to  all  men,  of  whatever  state 
or  persuasion,  religious  and  political;  peace,  com- 
merce and  honest  friendship  with  all  nations- 
entangling  alliances  with  none;  the  support  of 
the  State  governments  in  all  their  rights, 
as  the  most  competent  administrations  for'our 
domestic  concerns,  and  the  surest  bulwarks 
against  anti-republican  tendencies;  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  General  Government  in  its  whole  con- 
stitutional vigor,  as  the  sheet  anchor  of  our  peace 
at  home  and  safety  abroad;  a  jealous  care  of  the 
right  of  election  by  the  people— a  mild  and 
safe  corrective  of  abuses  which  are  lopped  by  the 
sword  of  revolution,  where  peaceable  remedies 
are  unprovided;  absolute  acquiescence  in  the  de- 
cisions of  the  majority— the  vital  principle  of  re- 
publics, from  which  there  is  no  appeal  but  to 
force,  the  vital  principle  and  immediate  parent  of 
despotism;  a  well-disciplined  militia — our  best  re- 
liance in  peace  and  for  the  first  moments  of  war, 
till  regulars  may  relieve  them;  the  supremacy  of 
the  civil  over  the  military  authority;  economy 
in  the  public  expense,  that  labor  may  be  light- 
ly burdened;  the  honest  payment  of  our  debts, 
and  sacred  preservation  of  the  public  faith;  en- 
couragement of  agriculture,  and  of  commerce  as 
ts  handmaid;  the  diffusion  of  information,  and 
the  arraignment  of  all  abuses  at  the  bar  of  public 
opinion;  freedom  of  religion;  freedom  of  the 
press;  freedom  of  person  under  the  protection  of 
the  habeas  corpus,  and  trial  by  juries  impartially 
selected.  These  principles  form  the  bright  con- 
stellation which  has  gone  before  us  andguided 
our  steps  through  an  age  of  revolution  and 
reformation." 

Later  on  in  his  argument  he  comes  back  to  the 
idea  that  the  young  men  of  the  country  were  to 
withdraw  themselves  from  the  active  pursuits  of 
politics,  and  these  words  seem  to  me  to  have  a 
personal  meaning  when  we  remember  that  he  was 
one  of  the  class  whom  he  described.    He  says — 

"But  to  those  whose  infancy  was  cradled  in  the 
stormy  times  of  war,  who  have  witnessed  from 
their  youth  up  the  exercise  of  unconstitutional 
powers  by  the  General  Government,  the  warning 
cannot  be  too  frequently  administered,  that  the 
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duty  imposed  upon  the  United  States  to  guaran- 
tee to  every  State  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, simply  inhibits  the  erection  in  any  State  of 
an  aristocratic  or  monarchical  form,  conferring 
upon  the  General  Government  no  power  to  set  up 
or  pull  down  the  Executive  of  a  State;  to  super- 
sede the  courts  of  law  by  the  drum-head;  to  over- 
awe the  legislative  body  by  military  force;  or 
even,  without  the  requisition  of  the  State  author- 
ities, constitutionally  expressed,  to  police  its  ter- 
ritory." 

I  venture  to  quote  these  words  as  showing  the 
deliberate  judgment  he  bad  passed  upon  the  In- 
stitutions of  nis  country,  and  the  feeling  with 
which  he  assumed  public  duties  himself.  At  the 
close  of  his  address— and  we  may  take  it  as  his 
final  public  expression  of  opinion— he  said — 

"The  interests  of  our  daily  life  require  as  ex- 
alted a  courage  and  as  true  a  love  of  country  as 
the  sterner  duties  of  the  field.  Let  us  cherish  and 
sustain  our  educational  institutions,  which  foster 
intelligence  and  morality,  and  give  that  intellec- 
tual training  and  mental  equipment  for  the  work 
of  life  without  which  even  generous  culture  and 
varied  scholarship  fail  of  their  due  result.  The 
debt  of  gratitune  we  owe  to  them  can  never  be  re- 
paid. Let  us  cherish,  too,  that  fidelity  to  con- 
science, that  unspotted  public  and  private  faith, 
that  integrity  which  quails  not  at  the  behest  of 
faction  or  self-interest,  that  fraternal  spirit  of 
generous  confidence  and  mutual  regard  which  in 
the  past  gave  to  us  our  strength,  and  which  in 
the  future  will  insure  its  perpetuity." 

These  are  indeed  good  words  timely  spoken.  I 
believe  that  the  advice  which  he  therein  tendered 
to  his  fellow  citizens  embraced  the  principles  by 
which  he  endeavored  to  direct  his  own  course. 
For  us  there  remains  only  to  regret  that  the  in- 
scrutable designs  of  Providence  have  left  but  this 
unfinished  performance  of  a  brief  life  to  serve  as 
a  hint  of  what  he  might  have  been. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  said — 

Mr.  President — It  is  with  feelings  of  most  pro- 
found grief  that  I  rise  to  pay  my  last  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  our  departed  brother.  There  may 
be  many  here  who  can  express  more  adequately 
than  I  can  the  emotions  which  have  prompted  us 
to  leave  our  various  vocations  and  gather  here 
to  pay  this  last  tribute;  but  none  have 
a  deeper  sense  of  the  loss  which  we  have 
each  personally  sustained.  My  acquaintance 
with  Mr.  Healy  began  thirteen  years  ago,  when 
we  were  members  of  the  same  class  at  Harvard 
College.  Though  not  taking  an  active  part  in 
the  various  sports  which  are  sometimes  consid- 
ered to  be  the  leading  characteristics  of  college 
students,  yet  he  showed  himself  a  diligent  stu- 
dent ana  the  same  kind  friend  to  those  with 
whom  he  was  intimate  there,  that  he  has  since 
been  known  to  us.  He  graduated,  taking  high 
rank  in  his  class.  1  afterwards  knew  him  in  the 
law  school,  where  we  were  classmates,  and  took 
the  degree  together.  There  he  showed  diligent  and 
careful  interest  in  his  studies,  which  prepared  him 
for  the  profession  he  has  since  so  ably  followed. 
Mr.  Healy  died  in  the  bright  promise  of  early 
youth,  leaving  to  his  parents  the  memory  of  an 
affectionate  and  dutiful  son,  to  his  wife  the  ten- 
der recollections  of  a  loving  husband,  and  to  his 
only  child  the  inestimable  inheritance  of  an  hon- 
ored name.  His  friends  will  not  soon  forget  him. 
To  the  city  of  Boston  he  has  left  the 
example  of  one  who  received  official  po- 
sition feeling  a  due  sense  of  all  the 
responsibilities  which  he  incurred  by  so  doing. 
A  Boston  boy,  the  only  son  of  an  honored  official 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  trained  and  educated  at 
Boston's  most  known  and  honored  school,  a  grad- 
uate of  Harvard  University  and  Law  School,  and 
one  who  had  taken  a  high  place  among  the  young 
men  at  the  bar  of  this  city,  if  he  was  to  be  called 
away  at  this  early  age,  it  was  most  fitting  that  he 
should  die  in  the  service  of  the  city.  He  has  died, 
as  it  were,  with  bis  harness  on.  I  do  not  know, 
Mr.  President,  that  I  can  say  more  to  express  my 
own  feelings  and  the  feelings  which  I  have  no 
doubt  actuate  those  present. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  said— 

I  suppose  we  all  feel  how  inadequate  words  are 
on  such  an  occasion  as  this,  but  I  cannot  allow 
those  resolutions  to  be  adopted  without  adding 
something  to  what  has  been  said  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Healy.  It  was  not  my  good  fortune  to  know  him 
previous  to  last  year.  He  came  into  this  body  at 
the  commencement  of  last  year,  and   I  had  the 


pleasure  of  sitting  by  his  side  through  all  our  de- 
liberations. At  this  time  I  wish  to  bear  the  testi- 
mony of  a  friend  to  his  worth.  We  became 
warm  personal  friends,  and  I  can  bear  testimony 
to  his  straightfoward  character,  and  his  posses- 
sion of  all  those  qualities  which  make  friend- 
ship enduring.  He  was  a  genial,  open-hearted 
man,  and  nothing  short  of  it.  Whatever  object 
he  wanted  to  attain,  he  went  for  it  directly.  He 
was  not  underhanded  in  any  sense  of  the  word. 
I  can  say  in  regard  to  Mr.  Healy  that  he  was 
in  all  respects  conscientious  and  straightforward 
in  all  his  dealings  with  members  of  this  body  and 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  I  suppose  if 
any  one  had  looked  over  the  members  of  this 
body,  he  would  hardly  have  selected  Mr.  Healy  as 
the  first  to  be  called  away.  Although  not  robust 
physically,  yet  he  was  the  picture  of  health .  I  re- 
member when  he  received  the  news  of  bis  father's 
illness  at  Washington,  and  the  anxiety  with  which 
he  undertook  the  journey  thither, "fearing  the 
worst  and  hoping  for  the  best.  Who  would  have 
thought  that  at- this  time  the  father  would  have 
been  left  and  he  taken  away  ?  I  want  to  bear 
testimony  to  his  goodness  and  to  the  love  I  feel 
for  him. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  said— Mr.  President,  I 
rise  at  this  moment  to  do  respect  to  the  illustri- 
ous dead,  because  I  feel  that  in  the  death  of  Mr. 
Healy  I  have  lost  a  personal  friend.  Since  my 
connection  with  this  Council  he  was  one  of  my 
most  intimate  friends;  one  who  seemed  to  be 
willing  to  give  assistance  to  any  requiring  it.  I 
can  only  say  that  I  indorse  everything  which  has 
been  said  upon  this  occasion  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Healy. 

The  President  said — 

It  is  most  difficult  for  us  to  realize  that  our  late 
associate  is  dead,  so  short  a  time  ago  he  sat  with 
us,  seemingly  strong  and  well,  with  the  promise 
of  a  long  life  of  usefulness  and  vigor.  I  have 
known  Mr.  Healy  intimately  for  many  years. 
Though  not  a  classmate,  he  was  in  Harvard 
College  during  three  years  when  I  was 
there,  and  I  met  him  very  frequently. 
Since  his  graduation,  rarely  has  a  week 
passed  that  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing and  talking  with  him.  In  this  Council  I  found 
him  a  most  valuable  associate.  I  often  sought  him 
for  advice  concerning  some  measure  pending,  and 
always  found  him  upright  and  straightforward, 'a 
man  "of  positive  convictions,  with  the  courage  to 
express  and  act  upon  them.  In  the  death  of  Mr. 
Healy  I  have  lost  one  of  my  most  intimate  and 
devoted  friends.  We  have  lost  a  pleasant  and  kind- 
hearted  associate,  the  city  a  faithful  and  efficient 
representative.  I  cannot  close  without  express- 
ing in  this  public  manner  my  sympathy  for  his 
afflicted  father.  Mr.  Healy  looked  upon  his 
father  with  that  respect,  love  and  devotion 
which  is  seemingly  unusual  in  our  sex.  He  always 
spoke  of  his  father  in  the  most  tender  and  devoted 
terms.  I  remember  very  well  the  occasion  that  Mr. 
Coe  of  Ward  23  has  referred  to,  when  Mr.  Healy 
heard  the  news  of  bis  father's  sickness  and  was 
about  starting  for  Washington.  I  never  can  for- 
get the  anxious  tone  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  in- 
formation be  had  received.  His  father  has  lost 
his  only  son — a  devoted  son,  and  a  young  man  of 
unusual  promise,  and  I  am  sure  we  all  feel  a 
sincere  sympathy  for  him  in  this  deep  and  severe 
affliction. 

The  resolutions  were  passed  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  our 
late  associate,  Joseph" Healy,  the  City  Messenger 
be  directed  to  cause  flowers  to  be  placed  upon 
the  desk  of  the  deceased  for  the  period  of  thirty 
days,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council.    Passed. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  President  and  five  members  of  the  Common 
Council  be  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for 
attending  the  funeral  of  our  late  fellow-member, 
Joseph  Healy  of  Ward  10,  the  expense  attending 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Passed,  and  the  President  appointed  Messrs. 
Wheeler  of  Ward  10,  Parkman  of  Ward  0,  Free- 
man of  Ward  10,  Coe  of  Ward  23,  and  O'Dowd  of 
Ward  6,  on  said  committee. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  12. 
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Special  meeting  at  12  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shepard, 
President,  in  the  chair. 

The  President  read  the  following: 

April  19, 1880. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Common 
Council :  Gentlemen— It  becomes  my  painful  duty 
to  officially  announce  to  you  the  death  of  Joseph 
Healy,  a  member  of  your  board  from  Ward  10.  I 
have  accordingly  called  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  at  twelve  o'clock  noon,  Tuesday, 
April  20,  in  order  that  you  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  taking  appropriate  action  in  recognition 
of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  city  in  the  death  of 
your  honored  associate. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

Placed  upon  rile. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  said — 

Mr.  President— I  find  very  great  difficulty  in 
performing  the  duty  upon  me.  The  announcement 
to  you  of  the  death  of  my  colleague,  Joseph  Healy, 
rills  me  with  sadness.  It  was  so  sudden,  it  seems 
so  mysterious,  the  recollection  of  him  is  so  fresh, 
that  I  hardly  know  what  to  say.  On  Friday  morn- 
ing last  he  went  as  usual  to  his  office,  but  soon 
complained  of  illness,  and  saying  that  he  would 
return  in  a  couple  of  hours,  he  went  home. 
During  the  day  he  suffered  most  intensely,  and 
■was  not  relieied  of  his  severe  and  increasing 
pain  till  very  late  in  the  night.  Saturday 
morning  he  sent  from  his  room  some  directions 
regarding  his  business.  At  noon  on  Sunday, 
though  very  much  weakened,  he  was  thought 
to  be  out  of  danger.  But  in  the  afternoon  he  be- 
gan to  sink;  his  life  was  soon  despaired  of,  and 
at  quarter  of  twelve  o'clock  on  Sunday  night  he 
died.  We  now  meet  without  him.  We  meet  to 
express  our  regard  for  him.  My  colleague  was 
boinin  Boston  in  August,  1849.  He  graduated 
from  the  Boston  Latin  School  in  I860,  from  Har- 
vard College  in  1870  and  from  Harvard  Law 
School  in  1873.  He  began  and  has  always  prac- 
tised his  profession  in  this  city.  This  he  has  done 
with  success  and  with  great  credit  to 
himself.  In  1878  his  Honor  the  Mayor  selected 
him  to  deliver  the  annual  Fourth  of  July  oration, 
and  the  manner  i n  which  he  acquitted  himself 
shows  the  wisdom  of  the  selection. 

Mr.  Healy  began  his  duties  in  this  Council  in 
January  of  last  year.  It  is  often  remarked,  Mr. 
President,  that  a  year's  service  here  is  needed  to 
acquaint  one  with  the  city  business.  My  col- 
league seemed  to  understand  it  at  once.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  our  proceedings  immediately. 
He  was  l?ithful  in  all  the  details,  and  careful  to 
inform  himself  fully  on  all  subjects.  We  shall 
miss  his  valuable  suggestions,  his  sound  advice, 
and  most  keenly  his  cordial  and  hearty  greeting. 

And  now,  sir,  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  my 
feeling  of  the  deepest  sympathy  for  the  honored 
father  of  our  friend,  one  of  the  most  patient, 


faithful  and  kind-hearted  of  men.  He  has  lost 
the  only  child  of  his  declining  years,  a  most  prom- 
ising son.  All  will  join  me  in  this  expression  of 
sympathy. 

Mr.  President,  I  beg  to  offer  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  we  receive  the  announcement  of 
the  death  of  our  associate,  Joseph  Healy,  with 
pain  and  sorrow; 

That  we  lose  one  of  the  most  faithful  and  up- 
right of  our  number,  and  the  city  an  especially 
useful  and  efficient  representative; 

That  we  found  in  him  a  valuable  associate,  a 
kind  and  generous  friend,  and 

That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  his  family  in 
the  loss  of  one  who  was  taken  away  in  an  early 
manhood  of  unusual  promise. 

Resolved,  That  we  attend  the  funeral  services 
of  our  late  associate. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  said- 
Mr.  President— In  rising  to  second  the  resolu- 
tions I  not  only  discharge  a  duty  imposed  upon 
me,  but  I  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  be  allowed  to 
pay  a  last  tribute  of  respect  to  one  whom  I  have 
known  not  only  as  an  honorable  opponent  but  as 
a  zealous  co-worker  for  the  public  good,  I  have 
been  familiarly  acquainted  with  Mr.  Healy  for 
the  past  six  years,  and,  while  I  have  happened 
to  be  opposed  to  him  politically,  the  as- 
perities of  debate  were  never  allowed  to 
extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Council  Chamber. 

I  am  glad  to  remember  now  that  my  last  inter- 
view with  him  last  week  was  on  a  public  matter 
in  which  we  were  both  interested,  and  that  his 
last  message  was  a  courteous  reply  to  some  in- 
formation with  which  I  had  furnished  him.  Mr. 
Healy's  public  service  has  been  comparatively 
brief  and  confined  to  his  work  with  us  in  this 
Council.  Yet  I  think  I  only  express  the  opinion 
of  our  fellow-members  of  last  year,  when  I  say 
that  he  was  conspicuous  for  a  careful  and 
conscientious  attention  to  his  duty,  and 
for  an  evident  determination  to  thoroughly 
examine  every  part  of  it.  The  most  conspicuous 
traits  of  his  character,  as  seen  by  his  associates, 
were  the  sobriety  and  sedateness  of  his  judgment 
and  the  self-reliance  evident  in  his  action.  A 
maturity  unusual  for  his  years  seemed  to  withdraw 
him  somewhat  from  easy  companionship,  while 
it  might  well  awaken  the  warmest  hopes  of  his 
friends  for  his  future  successes.  Yet,  Mr. 
President,  I  recall  with  pleasure  the  last 
dinner  of  the  Council  of  1879,  as  giving 
another  view  of  his  character.  Mr.  Healy 
was  one  of  the  few  who  stayed  on  that  evening  to 
see  the  old  year  out.  The  closing  hour  was 
marked  by  unusual  cheerfulness,  and  somewhat 
to  my  surprise  he  threw  off  his  usual  reserve  and 
was  one  of  the  merriest  and  most  entertaining  of 
the  party.  I  remember  well  remarking  to  some 
of  the  number  that  there  was  a  side  to  his  char- 


acter  to  which  many  of  us  had  before  been  stran- 
gers. Little  as  we  then  anticipated  that  a 
breach  would  so  soon  be  made  in  our 
number,  still  less  could  we  have  selected  him 
as  the  destined  victim.  Happy  do  I  esteem 
myself  in  feeling  that  I  am  not  called  upon  to  de- 
pict the  crushing  blow  which  has  fallen  upon  his 
family  circle  and  his  personal  intimate  friends. 
In  regard  to  his  public  life,  one  important  item 
remains  to  be  mentioned.  In  1878  he  was  selected 
to  deliver  the  Fourth  of  July  oration  before  the 
civic  authorities.  It  is  quite  a  remarkable  pro- 
duction, and  with  your  permission  I  will  read  a 
few  lines.  Mr.  Healy  began  by  stating  what  his 
ideas  of  public  reauirements  were  and  said— 

"The  general  principles  of  the  Government,  as 
understood  by  its  founders,  cannot  be  more  terse- 
ly and  pithily  expressed  than  they  were  by  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  his  famous  inaugural  address,  'Equal 
and  exact  justice  to  all  men,  of  whatever  state 
or  persuasion,  religious  and  political;  peace,  com- 
merce and  honest  friendship  with  all  nations- 
entangling  alliances  with  none;  the  support  of 
the  State  governments  in  all  their  rights, 
as  the  most  competent  administrations  for  our 
domestic  concerns,  and  the  surest  bulwarks 
against  anti-republican  tendencies;  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  General  Government  in  its  whole  con- 
stitutional vigor,  as  the  sheet  anchor  of  our  peace 
at  home  and  safety  abroad;  a  jealous  care  of  the 
right  of  election  by  the  people— a  mild  and 
safe  corrective  of  abuses  which  are  lopped  by  the 
sword  of  revolution,  where  peaceable  remedies 
are  unprovided;  absolute  acquiescence  in  the  de- 
cisions of  the  majority— the  vital  principle  of  re- 
publics, from  which  there  is  no  appeal  but  to 
force,  the  vital  principle  and  immediate  parent  of 
despotism;  a  well-disciplined  militia— our  best  re- 
liance in  peace  and  for  the  first  moments  of  war, 
till  regulars  may  relieve  them;  the  supremacy  of 
the  civil  over  the  military  authority;  economy 
in  the  public  expense,  that  labor  may  be  light- 
ly burdened;  the  honest  payment  of  our  debts, 
and  sacred  preservation  of  the  public  faith;  en- 
couragement of  agriculture,  and  of  commerce  as 
its  handmaid;  the  diffusion  of  information,  and 
the  arraignment  of  all  abuses  at  the  bar  of  public 
opinion;  freedom  of  religion;  freedom  of  the 
press;  freedom  of  person  under  the  protection  of 
the  habeas  corpus  and  trial  by  juries  impartially 
selected.  These  principles  form  the  bright  con- 
stellation which  has  gone  before  us  and  guided 
our  steps  through  an  age  of  revolution  and 
reformation." 

Later  on  in  his  argument  he  comes  back  to  the 
idea  that  the  young  men  of  the  country  were  to 
withdraw  themselves  from  the  active  pursuits  of 
politics,  and  these  words  seem  to  me  to  have  a 
personal  meaning  when  we  remember  that  he  was 
one  of  the  class  whom  he  described.    He  says — 

"But  to  those  whose  infancy  was  cradled  in  the 
stormy  times  of  war,  who  have  witnessed  from 
their  youth  up  the  exercise  of  unconstitutional 
powers  by  the  General  Government,  the  warning 
cannot  be  too  frequently  administered,  that  the 
duty  imposed  upon  the  United  States  to  guaran- 
tee to  every  State  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, simply  inhibits  the  erection  in  any  State  of 
an  aristocratic  or  monarchical  form,  conferring 
upon  the  General  Government  no  power  to  set  up 


or  pull  down  the  Executive  of  a  State;  to  super- 
sede the  courts  of  law  by  the  drum-head;  to  over- 
awe the  legislative  body  by  military  force;  or 
even,  without  the  requisition  of  the  State  author- 
ities, constitutionally  expressed,  to  police  its  ter- 
ritory." 

I  venture  to  quote  these  words  as  showing  the 
deliberate  judgment  he  had  passed  upon  the  In- 
stitutions of  his  country,  and  the  feeling  with 
which  he  assumed  public  duties  himself.  At  the 
close  of  his  address— and  we  may  take  it  as  his 
final  public  expression  of  opinion— he  said — 

"The  interests  of  our  daily  life  require  as  ex- 
alted a  courage  and  as  tiue  a  love  of  country  as 
the  sterner  duties  of  the  field.  Let  us  cherish  and 
sustain  our  educational  institutions,  which  foster 
intelligence  and  morality,  and  give  that  intellec- 
tual training  and  mental  equipment  foi  the  work 
of  life  without  which  even  generous  culture  and 
varied  scholarship  fail  of  their  due  result.  The 
debt  of  gratitune  we  owe  to  them  can  never  be  re- 
paid. Let  us  cherish,  too,  that  fidelity  to  con- 
science, that  unspotted  public  and  private  faith, 
that  integrity  which  quails  not  at  the  behest  of 
faction  or  self-interest,  that  fraternal  spirit  of 
generous  confidence  and  mutual  regard  which  in 
the  past  gave  to  us  our  strength,  and  which  in 
the  future  will  insure  its  perpetuity." 

These  are  indeed  good  words  timely  spoken.  I 
believe  that  the  advice  which  he  therein  tendered 
to  his  fellow  citizens  embraced  the  principles  by 
which  he  endeavored  to  direct  his  own  course. 
For  us  there  remains  only  to  regret  that  the  in- 
scrutable designs  of  Providence  have  left  but  this 
unfinished  performance  of  a  brief  life  to  serve  as 
a  hint  of  what  he  might  have  been. 
Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  said- 
Mr.  President— It  is  with  feelings  of  most  pro- 
found grief  that  I  rise  to  pay  ray  last  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  our  departed  brother.  There  may 
be  many  here  who  can  express  more  adequately 
than  1  can  the  emotions  which  have  prompted  us 
to  leave  our  various  vocations  and  gather  here 
to  pay  this  last  tribute;  but  none  have 
a  deeper  sense  of  the  loss  which  we  have 
each  personally  sustained.  My  acquaintance 
with  Mr.  Healy  began  thirteen  years  ago,  when 
we  were  members  of  the  same  class  at  Harvard 
College.  Though  not  taking  an  active  part  in 
the  various  sports  which  are  sometimes  consid- 
ered to  be  the  leading  characteristics  of  college 
students,  yet  he  showed  himself  a  diligent  stu- 
dent ana  the  same  kind  friend  to  those  with 
whom  he  was  intimate  there,  that  he  has  since 
been  known  to  us.  He  graduated,  taking  high 
rank  in  his  class.  1  afterwards  knew  him  in  the 
law  school,  where  we  were  classmates,  and  took 
the  degree  together.  There  he  showed  diligent  and 
careful  interest  in  his  studies,  which  prepared  him 
for  the  profession  he  has  since  so  ably  followed. 
Mr.  Healy  died  in  the  bright  promise  of  early 
youth,  leaving  to  his  parents  the  memory  of  an 
affectionate  and  dutiful  son,  to  his  wife  the  ten- 
der recollections  of  a  loving  husband,  and  to  his 
only  child  the  inestimable  inheritance  of  an  hon- 
ored name.  His  friends  will  not  soon  forget  him. 
To  the  city  of  Boston  he  has  left  the 
example  of  one  who  received  official  po- 
sition feeling  a  due  sense  of  all  the 
responsibilities  which  he  incurred  by   so    doing. 


A  Boston  boy,  the  only  son  of  an  honored  official 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  trained  and  educated  at 
Boston's  most  known  and  honored  school,  a  grad- 
uate of  Harvard  University  and  Law  School,  and 
one  who  had  taken  a  hia;h  place  among  the  young 
men  at  the  bar  of  this  city,  if  he  was  to  be  called 
away  at  this  early  age,  it  was  most  fitting  that  he 
should  die  in  the  service  of  the  city.  He  has  died, 
as  it  were,  with  bis  harness  on.  I  do  not  know, 
Mr.  President,  that  I  can  say  more  to  express  my 
own  feelings  and  the  feelings  which  I  have  no 
doubt  actuate  those  present. 
Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  said— 

I  suppose  we  ail  feel  how  inadequate  words  are 
on  such  an  occasion  as  this,  but  I  cannot  allow 
those  resolutions  to  be  adopted  without  adding 
something  to  what  has  been  said  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Healy.  It  was  not  my  good  fortune  to  know  him 
previous  to  last  year.  He  came  into  this  body  at 
the  commencement  of  last  year,  and  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  sitting  by  his  side  through  all  our  de- 
liberations. At  this  time  I  wish  to  bear  the  testi- 
mony of  a  friend  to  his  worth.  We  became 
warm  personal  friends,  and  I  can  bear  testimony 
to  his  straightfoward  character,  and  his  posses- 
sion of  all  those  qualities  which  make  friend- 
ship enduring.  He  was  a  genial,  open-hearted 
man,  and  nothing  short  of  it.  Whatever  object 
he  wanted  to  attain,  he  went  for  it  directly.  He 
was  not  underhanded  in  any  sense  of  the  word. 
I  can  say  in  regard  to  Mr.  Healy  that  he  was 
in  all  respects  conscientious  and  straightforward 
in  all  his  dealings  with  members  of  this  body  and 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  I  suppose  if 
any  one  had  looked  over  the  members  of  this 
body,  he  would  hardly  have  selected  Mr.  Healy  as 
the  first  to  be  called  away.  Although  not  robust 
physically, yet  he  was  the  picture  of  health.  I  re- 
member when  he  received  the  news  of  his  father's 
illness  at  Washington,  and  the  anxiety  with  which 
he  undertook  the  journey  thither,  fearing  the 
worst  and  hoping  tor  the  best.  Who  would  have 
thought  that  at  this  time  the  father  would  have 
been  left  and  he  taken  away?  1  want  to  bear 
testimony  to  his  goodness  and  to  the  love  1  feel 
for  him. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  said— M-.  President,  I 
rise  at  this  moment  to  do  respect  to  the  illustri- 
ous dead,  because  I  feel  that  in  the  death  of  Mr. 
Healy  I  have  lost  a  personal  friend.  Since  my 
connection  with  this  Council  he  was  one  of  my 
most  intimate  friends;  one  who  seemed  to  be 
willing  to  give  assistance  to  any  requiring  it.  I 
can  only  say  that  I  indorse  everything  which  has 
been  said  upon  this  occasion  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Healy. 
The  President  said- 
It  is  most  difficult  for  us  to  realize  that  our  late 


associate  is  dead,  so  short  a  time  ago  he  sat  with 
us,  seemingly  strong  and  well,  with  the  promise 
of  a  long  life  of  usefulness  and  vigor.  I  have 
known  Mr.  Healy  intimately  for  many  years. 
Though  not  a  classmate,  he  was  in  Harvard 
College  during  three  years  when  I  was 
there,  and  I  met  him  very  frequently. 
Since  his  graduation,  rarely  has  a  week 
passed  that  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing and  talking  with  him.  In  this  Council  I  found 
him  a  most  valuable  associate.  I  often  sought  him 
for  advice  concerning  some  measure  pending,  and 
always  found  him  upright  and  straightforward,  a 
man  of  positive  convictions,  with  the  courage  to 
express  and  act  upon  them.  In  the  death  of  Mr. 
Healy  I  nave  lost  one  of  my  most  intimate  and 
devoted  friends.  We  have  lost  a  pleasant  and  kind- 
hearted  associate,  the  city  a  faithful  and  efficient 
representative.  I  cannot  close  without  express- 
ing in  this  public  manner  my  sympathy  for  his 
afflicted  father.  Mr.  Healy  looked  upon  his 
father  with  that  respect,  love  and  devotion 
which  i-  seemingly  unusual  in  our  sex.  He  always 
spoke  of  his  father  in  the  most  tender  and  devoted 
terms.  I  remember  very  well  the  occasion  that  Mr. 
Coe  of  Ward  23  has  referred  to,  when  Mr.  Healy 
heard  the  news  of  his  father's  sickness  and  was 
about  starting  for  Washington.  I  never  can  for- 
get the  anxious  tone  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  in- 
formation he  had  received.  His  father  has  lost 
his  only  son— a  devoted  son,  and  a  young  man  of 
unusual  promise,  and  I  am  sure  we  all  feel  a 
sincere  sympathy  for  him  in  this  deep  and  severe 
affliction. 

The  resolutions  were  passed  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  our 
late  associate,  Joseph  Healy,  the  City  Messenger 
be  directed  to  cause  flowers  to  be  placed  upon 
the  desk  of  the  deceased  for  the  period  of  thirty 
days,  the  expense  attending  vhe  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council.    Passed. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  President  and  five  members  of  the  Common 
Council  be  appointed  to  make  arrangements  lor 
attending  the  funeral  of  our  late  fellow-member, 
Joseph  Healy  of  Ward  10,  the  expense  attending 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Passed,  and  the  President  appointed  Messrs. 
Wheeler  of  Ward  10,  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  Free- 
man of  Ward  10,  Coe  of  Ward  23,  and  O'Dowd  of 
Ward  6,  on  said  committee. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  12. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 
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Regular  meeting  at  VA  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 
a>"  APPorsT^rEirr. 

The  President— The  Chair  -will  take  this  oppor- 
tunity hefore  commencing  business  to  appoint  on 
the  committee  to  mate  arrangements  and  report 
a  plan  for  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniver- 
sary of  the  settlement  of  Boston  Mr.  Tucker  of 
Ward  14. 

BADGES. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— Mr.  President,  I  -wish 
to  present  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Badges 
in  order  that  they  may  he  distributed,  and  I  move 
a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  Mr.  Maguire  pre- 
sented the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Badges,  who  were  instructed 
ty  recall  the  badges  previously  procured  and  ob- 
tain others  that  should  be  suitable,  beg  leave  to 
report  that  they  have  complied  with  their  in- 
structions, and  now  present  the  members  of  the 
Council  new  badges  of  a  different  style  and  de- 
sign from  the  former  ones,  and  which  they  trust 
will  be  found  satisfactory.  An  arrangement  was 
made  bv  the  committee  with  the  manufacturers, 
Messrs.*  Shreve.  Crump  &  Low,  whereby  they 
agreed  to  take  back  the  old  badges,  make  new 
ones  from  an  entirely  new  design,  and  furnish 
them  to  members  of  the  Council  at  no  additional 
cost:  and  this  agreement,  the  committee  would 
state,  has  been  faithfully  performed. 

The  design  for  the  badges  first  presented  was 
approved  by  the  committee,  and  if  they  were  not 
satisfactory  the  entire  blame  should  not  rest 
upon  the  manufacturers.  The  committee  desire 
to  state  in  justice  to  Messrs.  Shreve,  Crump  & 
Low.  that  their  action  from  the  beginning  has 
been  perfectly  fare  and  generous,  and  they  have 
done  all  and  more  than  they  could  strictly  be 
called  upon  to  perform. 

Report  accepted. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDEBSIN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Papere  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sew- 
erage of  a  request  from  the  Board  of  Health  that 
Roxoury  Canal  be  dredged  as  often  as  necessary. 
Concurred. 

References  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  ef  the 
following  resolves  and  orders: 

For  the  extension  of  Essex  street  from  South  to 
Federal  street,  adjudged  expense  $50,865.  (City 
Doc.  56.  i    Concurred. 

For  the  widening  of  South  street  from  Summer 
to  East  street,  adjudged  expense  §119,750.  City 
Doc.  57.  i    Concurred. 

Report  of  reference  to  Street  Commissioners  of 
the  petition  of  T.  E.  Wilson  and  others  that  an 
opening  be  made  into  Orchard  park  from  Adams 
street.    Concurred. 

Reports  cf  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  viz.: 

Of  R.  H.  Stearns,  for  a  modification  of  condi- 
tions in  deeds  of  certain  estates  on  Treinont 
street  and  Union  park. 

Of  Calvin  Stevens,  that  certain  conditions  upon 
land  of  George  H.  Davis  on  East  Xewton  street 
be  cancelled.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  cancel  the  bond  and  issue 
a  new  agreement  for  a  certain  lot  of  land  on  East 
Dedham  street  owned  by  Orsamus  Xute.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  G.  W.  ForristaD  $48  due  the  late 
Edgar  Whitcomb,  an  employe  of  the  Health  De- 
partment, for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  funer- 
al expenses  of  the  deceased.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  for  the  necessary  amendments  to  the  or- 
dinances in  relation  to  the  City  Hospital  on  ac- 
count of  chapter  174,  acts  1880.  Read  twice  and 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  accept  chapter  126,  acts  1880— City  Doc. 
Xo.  54.    Read  tsvice  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  City  Hospital  to 
nominate  trustees  of  said  hospital,  as  required  by 
chapter  174,  acts  1880.  Read  twice  and  passed  in 
eoncurrence. 

Order  to  expend  $800  for  continuing  the  work 


of  transcribing  old  records  of  births,  marriages 
and  deaths.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitniore  of  Ward  12, 
and  passed  in  concurience. 

Order  to  grade  Randall  street  at  a  cost  not  to 
exceed  $1300.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10, 
and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  employ  additional  assistance,  and  pur- 
chase supplies  and  materials  and  incur  other 
necessary  expenses  for  the  Department  for  the 
Survey,  etc.,  ot  Buildings.  Read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpat- 
rick  of  Ward  S,  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  contract  for  and  purchase  articles  re- 
quired for  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Squares,  and  to  employ  laborers.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

THE  CITY  FORESTER'S  GREENHOUSE. 

The  order  to  pay  William  Doogue  $1200  for  the 
use  of  his  greenhouse  and  for  furnishing  fuel  and 
pots  was  read  once,  and  the  question  was  on  or- 
dering it  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — A  similar  order  to 
this  was  Introduced  last  year,  and  it  was  ex- 
plained to  some  extent.  Perhaps  it  would  be  ad- 
vantageous to  the  members  of  the  Council  to 
have  this  explained. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5— The  explanation  of  the 
matter  is  this:  Plants,  bulbs  and  other  material 
were  saved  from  the  public  grounds  last  year  and 
put  into  Mr.  Doogue's  greenhouse,  by  order  of 
the  committee,  and  Mr."  Doogue  has  "furnished 
coal  and  other  articles  to  take  care  of  them.  The 
plants  are  there  now,  and  it  needs  some  $600  to 
be  laid  out  for  heating  and  pots.  Mr. 
Doogue  will  receive,  besides  what  he  pays  out, 
not  over  $150  for  the  use  of  his  greenhouse.  The 
plants,  in  the  opinion  of  men  competent  to  judge, 
are  worth  today,  or  will  be  worth  at  the  time  they 
are  put  out,  $5000.  Last  year  we  spent  for  every- 
thing, plants,  trees,  shrubs  and  flowers,  $3400.  be- 
sides that  $1200— $2400  besides  the  $1200.  There 
has  been  no  year  that  it  has  cost  as  little  as  $5000. 
As  a  matter  of  economy,  the  committee  of  1S79 
and  1S7S  have  adopted  this  rule.  Other  places 
have  been  looked  at  for  greenhouses,  but  no  place 
was  found  as  cheap  and  convenient;  and,  there- 
fore, we  have  ordered  Mr.  Doogue  to  place  these 
things  in  his  greenhouse.  This  is  a  statement  of 
the  facts.  The  $1200  is  thought  by  the  committee 
to  be  an  economical  expenditure, "and  Mr.  Doogue 
is  entitled  to  the  money. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— In  answer  to  the  gen- 
tleman, who  is  a  member  of  the  committee,  I  will 
say  that  a  similar  explanation  was  given  last 
year.  It  was  as  follows:  For  mason' work  last 
year,  $34.50;  I  suppose  that  stands  there  and  there 
"wont  be  any  need  for  anything  this  year  on  that 
account;  for  carpentering,  $53.16;  "for  piping, 
$27.20;  for  lumber,  $68.31;  for  coal,  $251.24;  pots, 
$705.50— which  I  presume  he  has  on  hand  at  the 
present  time;  and  if  he  has  $705.50  worth  of  pots 
I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  supplying  a  similar 
amount  this  year.  Asking  nothing  for  the  use  of 
the  greenhouse  further  than  the  incidental  bene- 
fit of  the  repairs,  which  cost  about  $183.26.  In 
addition  to  this  I  understand  he  has  all  the  old 
trees  that  are  cut  down,  and  that  they  are 
chopped  and  split  up  by  men  who  are"  paid 
$1.50  or  $1.75  per  day  by  "the  city:  consequently 
his  expenses  for  fuel  cannot"  be  very  large. 
Subtracting  the  sum  paid  for  new  pots  which 
were  required  by  the  multiplication  of  the  plants, 
and  are  stock  oh  hand,  there  remains  $434.50  as 
the  net  cost  to  the  city  for  the  use  of  the  green- 
house, the  repairs  and  fuel.  All  the  plants  in  the 
greenhouse  and  the  30,000  or  40,000  at  the  aeer 
park  have  cost  to  date  not  over  $1600,  allowing 
$400  for  labor,  which  is  probably  the  outside  ex- 
pense for  that  item — 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  rise  to  a  point  of  or- 
der. I  would  like  to  know  whether  the  gentleman 
is  speaking  on  last  year's  order  or  this  year's 
order. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — I  am  speaking  on  this 
year's  order. 

The  Chair — The  gentleman  is  not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— In  addition  to  the 
plants  on  hand,  it  may  be  necessary  to  buy  a  few 
choice  or  new  varieties,  but  the  aggregate  bill  for 
the  season  is  not  expected  to  exceed  $2500.  Last 
year  it  was  about  $3400,  and  in  previous  years  it 
has  reached  as  high  as  $8000.  The  lowest  value 
placed  upon  the  plants  on  hand  is  $4500.  It  is 
necessary  for  the  City  Council  to  vote  to 
pay     the     $1200,     because      Mr.      Doogue     is 
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a  city  official  and  cannot  legally  have 
business  transactions  with  the  city  without  such 
a  vote.  The  season  is  nearly  a  fortnight  back- 
ward and  will  delay  somewhat  the  setting  out  of 
plants.  The  outride  squares  will  be  more  gener- 
erously  rememoered  in  the  floral  distribution 
than  has  heretofore  been  customary.  The  tulips 
upon  the  Public  Garden  are  generally  strong  and 
healthy,  and  promise  to  bloom  handsomely  in 
a  few  days.  The  pond  upon  the  garden  i3  to  be 
eleaned  as  soon  as  the  water  can  be  drawn 
out.  The  process  of  removing  it  is  very  slow,  es- 
pecially in  one  section,  where  it  has  to  be  clipped 
out. 

What  I  want  to  say,  Mr.  President,  is  this: 
That  S1200  was  appropriated  last  year,  and  we 
were  told  that  there  would  be  no  expense  hereaf- 
ter except  for  what  the  fuel  would  cost.  The 
flower  pots  were  furnished,  the  greenhouses  were 
repaired,  the  pipes,  lumber,  and  everything  else 
was  supplied."  Of  course,  it  is  standing  today. 
"What  amazes  me  most  is  a  similar  order  coming 
in  at  this  time  for  $1200.  I  do  not  think  the  com- 
mittee will  stand  up  before  the  City  Council  and 
say  that  the  $705.50  worth  of  pots  purchased  last 
year  have  either  been  destroyed  or  broken.  And 
if  the  pots  are  on  hand,  and  all  that  is  necessary 
is  for  the  plants  to  be  kept  in  the  greenhouse,  I 
think  this  is  not  necessary.  I  move  that  this 
order  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Public  Squares,  with  instructions  to  in- 
vestigate and  give  in  detail  a  statement  of  what 
is  wanted  at  that  greenhouse. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5 — As  the  gentleman  spoke 
very  low  I  was  not  able  to  hear  what  he  said.  As 
far  as  reporting  this  back  to  the  committee  is 
concerned,  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  that. 
The  committee  know,  or  think  they  know,  what 
they  are  here  asting  for.  I  believe  there  has 
been  no  more  economical  transaction  in  any  de- 
partment than  this  one  thing  which  is  now  before 
us.  To  say  that  there  is  nothing  more  to  bo  called 
for, — we  have  done  no  such  thing.  If  we  do  what 
we  hope  to  do,  there  will  be  other  flowers  and 
other  material  bought  for  the  public  grounds. 
But  this  matter  has  been  thoroughly  looked  over 
by  the  committee.  One  of  the  Aldermen — Alder- 
man Breck — who  I  think  is  competent  to  judge  of 
these  matters,  thinks  there  is  a  great  saving  here. 
As  for  Mr.  Doogue  being  anxious  to  have  these 
go  to  his  greenhouse,  he  never  has  shown  the  least 
interest  in  it.  In  regard  to  the  tree-tops,  I  guess 
the  city  of  Boston  will  make  a  good  bargain  if  it 
can  get  people  to  haul  them  off;  a  man  who  cuts 
up  these  knotty  elms  into  firewood  will  probably 
earn  his  money.  Mr.  Doogue  has  paid  his  atten- 
tion to  the  city's  business.  The  fuel  has  been 
used  for  heating  and  the  horses  have  been  used 
for  the  city  of  Boston.  When  the  bills  are  paid 
he  will  have  very  little  left. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8 — This  is  no  new  order. 
Every  year  there  has  been  an  expenditure  for 
this  purpose.  We  might  as  well  expect  one  coat 
to  last  a  man  all  his  life  as  to  expect  pots  and 
lumber  to  last  forever.  There  would  be  just  as 
much  propriety  in  that  as  in  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  19.  I  wish  to  say  I  have 
been  through  that  greenhouse  several  times  late- 
ly; and  any  gentleman  who  takes  the  trouble  to 
go  through  there  and  see  what  is  required  for  the 
protection  ot  these  plants  will  not  consider  this 
an  extravagant  expenditure. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — I  would  like  to  ask  the 

fentlemah  if  the  greenhouses  are  not  already 
ullt. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  thought  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  19  knew  that. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — Then  I  want  to  ask  the 
gentleman  what  he  wants  the  §1200  for. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8 — For  taking  care,  sup- 
plying lumber,  supplying  fuel,  and  all  other 
thin  s  necessary.  Xow,  I  should  like  to  know  if 
my  friend  from  Ward  19  has  taken  the  trouble  to 
go  there  and  see  for  himself,  or  if  he  comes  in 
here  and  makes  objection  to  something  that  he 
has  not  taken  the  trouble  to  investigate.  I 
know  he  loves  to  give  credit  to  whom  it  is 
due,  and  I  tnink  he  will  find  that  the  amount  is 
very  small  for  what  has  been  done.  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  order  being  recommitted,  but  I 
cannot  see  what  would  be  gained.  The  season  is 
progressing,  and  I  hope  that  the  order  will  not 
be  sent  back. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — I  do  not  see  that  the 
season  has  got  anything  to  do  with  this.  The  de- 
partment is  in  working  order  and  the  plants  be- 
long to  the  city.  I  do  not  think  the  committee 
will  say  they  cannot  use  these  plants,  or  that  they 


cannot  be  put  out  in  the  squares  until  this  money 
is  paid-  I  came  into  this  City  Council  disposed  to 
act  according  to  my  convictions.  We  might  as 
well  understand  first  as  last  if  this  S 1200  is  to  be 
paid  to  Mr.  Doogue  simply  for  taking  care  of 
these  plants.  IE  it  is,  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  it, 
provided  they  can  present  an  argument 
that  will  satisfy  me  that  he  should  have 
81200  in  addition  to  his  salary.  But  I  am 
not  disposed  to  vote  for  an  appropriation  of  this 
kind  for  goods  that  he  will  not  have  to  provide,  or 
for  goods  that  are  already  paid  for  by  the  city's 
money.  I  trust  this  matter  will  be  referred  back 
and  that  the  committee  will  be  obliged  to  bring 
in  a  detailed  statement  of  what  this  money  is  to 
be  spent  for. 

Mr.  C;e  of  Ward  23  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  it  was  ordered.  The  order  was  then  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  that  the  order  might  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward"! 9— I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  not  insist  on  the  passage  of  the  order  tonight. 
If  he  leaves  this  matter  until  the  next  meet- 
ing I  will  probably  ventilate  this  matter 
so  that  the  people  will  probably  have  a 
better  understanding  of  it  than  they  have 
at  the  present  time.  I  have  had  a  ma-n 
that  worked  in  the  greenhouse  call  on  me  today, 
and  he  states  that  he  himself,  although  paid  by 
the  city,  has  been  engaged  in  the  private  business 
of  Mr.  Doogue.  I  do  not  wonder  that  the  com- 
mittee are  in  haste  to  get  this  matter  through.  If 
the  committee  will  investigate  the  matter  I  will 
furnish  them  the  parties  that  will  produce  these 
facts  and  convince  that  committee  that  they  do 
not  know  what  they  are  talking  about  when  they 
bring  this  matter  to  this  Council.  I  hope  the 
committee  will  not  insist  on  the  passage  of  this 
tonight,  and  in  the  meantime  will  call  on  me  t  o 
produce  the  witnesses  who  will  satisfy  them  that 
what  I  say  is  true — that  Mr.  Doogue  is  attending 
to  his  own  business  more  particularly  than  to  the 
city's  business. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5 — I  presume  this  matter 
would  be  very  much  like  the  hearing  we  had  in 
regard  to  Mr"  Doogue — a  great  bluster. 

Mr.  Maguire — Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  ? 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5 — I  do  not  yield  the  floor. 
We  had  a  great  many  charges  brought,  and  when 
we  got  there  the  people  came  in  and  said  they 
were  mistaken ;  they  had  been  telling  what  some- 
body else  told  them.  2>ow,  if  the  gentleman 
knows  what  he  says  to  be  true,  that  is  one  thing; 
but  if  it  is  the  supposition  of  some  man  who 
worked  in  the  greenhouse  and  has  been  dis- 
charged, that  is  quite  another  thing. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  17 — This  man  has  worked 
in  the  greenhouse,  and  he  has  not  been  dis- 
charged. He  says  he  himself  has  sold  city 
plants  and  loam  and  turned  the  monev 
into  Mr.  Doogue  ;  he  has  worked  on  Mr . 
Doogue's  private  business  in  a  house  on 
Marlborough  street  at  the  "All  Xight's  Ball,"  and 
he  assisted  in  carrying  city  plants  to  decorate 
that  hall  in  the  eve'ning,  and  the  time  keeper  has 
paid  him  three  days'  pay;  showing  conclusively 
that  he  does  not  keep  a"  correct  record  of  the 
time  of  parties  that  are  employed  there  by  the 
city.  I  think  I  can  satisfy  the  committee  on  "other 
matters.  I  propose  to  furnish  those  gentlemen 
information  that  will  satisfy  the  committee. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13 — I  would  like  to  inquire 
if  the  person  referred  to  is  still  in  the  employ  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Common  and  Squares. " 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — I  will  say  that  he  is 
not;  but  he  has  been  invited,  within  "the  last  two 
days,  to  take  a  position  in  the  department  and  re- 
fused. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13 — While  I  am  not  particu- 
lar about  this  matter  going  through  tonight,  I 
will  say  in  regard  to  the  greenhouse  and  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Council  that  the  committee  have 
gone  into  this  matter  in  detail.  The  Superin- 
tendent has  been  before  us,  and  I  believe  that  if 
the  matter  is  referred  again  to  the  committee, 
everything  in  regard  to  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon and  Squares  could  be  shown  to  the  gentle- 
man to  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

.Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  17— If  you  have  gone  into 
this  matter  in  detail,  wont  yon  give  us  a  detailed 
statement  ? 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5 — I  hold  in  my  hand  bills 
that  Mr.  Doogue  has  paid,  and  estimates  of 
amounts  to  be  paid.  They  did  not  come  to 
me  early  in  the  evening,  because  I  did  not 
understand  that  the  gentleman  was  to  be  pre- 
pared  with    a    twelve-pounder  here  to    attack 
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this  measure.  If  they  are  figured  up  correctly 
they  amount  to  $1063.10.  I  have  no  objection  to 
reading  them  if  that  is  called  for.  Deducting  the 
amount  paid  and  to  be  paid  from  the  $1200  leaves 
$136.90  for  the  use  of  the  property. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  17— This  year  or  last  ? 

The  Chair — Gentlemen  must  confine  their  re-' 
marks  to  the  question  of  suspending  the  rule. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  am  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares,  and  the 
position  I  have  always  taken  in  this  Council  is 
that  if  anybody  really  desires  to  look  into  a  mat- 
ter it  should  not  be  pressed  through  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules.  Although  I  believe  fully 
that  this  money  has  been  expended  economically 
and  is  a  just  appropriation,  yet  if  any  man  here 
really  believes  to  the  contrary  I  do  not  think  it 
should  be  pressed  through  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  lost. 

FENCE  VIEWERS,  FIELD    DRIVERS,  ETC. 

Nomination  and  confirmation  of  the  following- 
named  officers: 

Inspector  of  Lime— Daniel  Higgins;  Fence 
Viewers— John  Dove,  Eben  W.  Whittemore, 
Woodbury  L.  Lewis,  John  R.  Wolston,  George  A. 
Spear;  Culler  of  Hoops  and  Staves— Horace  A. 
Sawyer;  Field  Drivers  and  Pound  Keepers— S.  E. 
Partridge,  Henry  Norse,  Bernard  Crosby,  James 
M.  Davis,  Joseph  E.  Page,  Thomas  Cunningham, 
Samuel  Deering,  William  T.  McChesney,  Michael 
Connor,  Henry  Griffith,  James  M.  WalKer,  Hugh 
Dunn,  Abraham  M.  Loring,  T.  J.  Burns.  Con- 
curred. 

TRUSTEES  OF  CITY   HOSPITAL. 

Messages  from  the  Mayor  appointing  the  fol- 
lowing named  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital : 
George  W.  Pope,  Henry  H.  Sprague,  Timothy  J. 
Dacey,  Israel  Cohen,  M.  E.  Gavin,  for  five,  four, 
three,  two  and  one  years,  respectively. 

Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  17,  Hosley  of  Ward  15 
and  Nason  of  Ward  3  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes,  and  a  ballot  was 
taken  on  the  confirmation  of  each  nominee  sepa- 
rately, with  the  following  result: 

On  the  confirmation  of  George  W.  Pope,  to  hold 
office  for  five  years: 

Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessaiy  for  a  choice 35 

Teas C3 

Nays 5 

And  Mr.  Pope  was  confirmed  in  concurrence. 

On  the  confirmation  of  Henry  H.  Sprague,  to 
hold  office  for  four  years: 

Whole  number  of   votes 64 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

Yeas - 55 

Nays 9 

And  Mr.  Sprague  was  confirmed,  in  concurrence. 
On  the  confirmation  of   Timothy  J.  Dacey,  to 
hold  office  for  three  years: 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  for  a  choice 31 

Teas 57 

Nays 4 

And  Mr.  Dacey  was  confirmed,  in  concurrence. 

On  the  confirmation  of  Israel  Cohen,  to  hold 
office  for  two  years:. 

Whole  number  of  votes 65 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

Teas 13 

Nays °" 

And  the  Council  refused  to  confirm  the  nomina- 
tion of  Mr.  Cohen,  in  non-concurrence. 

On  the  confirmation  of  M.  F.  Gavin  to  hold  office 
for  one  year: 

Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

Yeas 30 

Nays " 

And  the  Council  refused  to  confirm  the  nomina- 
tion of  Mr.  Gavin  in  non-concurrence. 

FIRE    COMMISSIONER. 

The  message  of  the  Mayor,  nominating  Henry 
W.  Longley  for  Fire  Commissioner  for  three  years 
came  down  for  concurrence  in  confirmation.  A 
ballot  was  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Bowker  of  Ward 
16,  Morrison  of  Ward  17,  and  Pray  of  Ward  5  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count 
votes.    The  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 65 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

Teas 60 

Nays 3 

And  Mr.  Longley  was  confirmed  in  concurrence. 


WATER    COMMISSIONER. 

The  message  of  the  mayor  nominating  Albert 
Stanwood  for  Water  Commissioner  for  three 
years  came  down  for  concurrence  in  the  confirma- 
tion. An  election  was  ordered,  and  Messrs. 
Greenough  of  Ward  9,  Viles  of  Ward  8  and  Lovell 
of  Ward  1  were  appointed  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes.    The  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

"Out," 1 

"Yah," 1 

Nays 2 

Yeas 58 

And  Mr.   Stanwood    was    confirmed   in  concur- 
rence. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  SINKING  FUNDS. 

The  report  nominating  and  certificate  of  the 
election  of  Thomas  B.  Harris  as  Commissioner  of 
the  Sinking  Funds  for  two  years  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coeof  Ward  23, 
the  rule  was  suspended  and  an  election  was  or- 
dered, Messrs.  Coe  of  Ward  23,  Plimpton  of  Ward 
21  and  Doherty  of  Ward  7  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  The  bal- 
lot resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  for  a  choice 28 

John  Reardon  had 1 

Daniel  A.  Duggan 1 

Thomas  B.Harris 53 

And  there  were  two  blanks.    Mr.  Harris  was  de- 
clared to  be  elected  in  concurrence. 

TRUSTEES  OF  MT.   HOPE   CEMETERY. 

Report  nominating  George  L.  Burt  and  El- 
bridge  G.  Knight  as  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery for  two  years,  and  certificate  of  the  election 
of  John  A.  Nowell  and  William  P.  Leavitt  as  such 
trustees,  came  down  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  the  rule 
requiring  the  nomination  to  lay  over  was  sus- 
pended, and  an  election  was  ordered,  Messrs. 
Fisher  of  Ward  24,  Taylor  of  Ward  16  and  Dona- 
hoe  of  Ward  15,  being  appointed  to  receive,  sort 
and  count  votes.    The  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

George  L.  Burt  had 53 

Elbridge  O.  Knight 52 

William  P.  Leavitt 20 

John  A.  Nowell 10 

and  George  L.  Burt  and  Elbridge  G.  Knight  were 
elected  in  non-concurrence. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  Charles  Hay- 
den  and  Albert  T.  Whiting  as  Directors  for  public 
Institutions  in  place  of  Oscar  B.  Mowry  and 
James  K.  Fagin  chosen  by  the  Council,  came 
down  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  an  elec- 
tion was  ordered. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  have  received  a  note 
from  Mr.  Mowry  in  which  he  thanks  the  Council 
for  the  complimentary  vote  which  they  have 
given  him,  and  requests  me  to  withdraw  his  name 
and  to  ask  those  of  his  friends  who  have  voted 
for  him  not  to  do  so  any  longer. 

Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21,  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward 
8,  and  Mr.  Viles  of  Ward  8  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  it  was 
ordered  that  votes  cast  for  James  K.  Fagan 
should  be  counted  for  James  K.  Fagin.  The  bal- 
lot resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  ballots 68 

Necessary  for  a  choice •.  35 

Charles  Havden  had 44 

Albert  T.  Whiting 43 

James  K.  Fagin 28 

H.D.  Bradt 8 

M.  P.  Leavitt 2 

Joseph  Fish 1 

Adofph  Hummill 1 

James  Crackey 1 

John  B.  Shields 1 

and  Charles  Hayden  and  Albert  T.  Whiting  were 
elected  in  concurrence. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR  FOR  WARD  TWELVE. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  Richard  F. 
Jennings  as  Second  Assistant  Assessor,  Ward  12, 
in  place  of  Richard  J.  Jennings,  chosen  by  the 
Council,  came  down  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  the  rule 
was  suspended  in  order  that  he  might  present  the 
following  report  of  the  Committee  jon  the  Judi- 
ciary: 
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The  Committee  on  Judiciary,  who  were  directed 
to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case  of 
the  election  of  Richard  J.  Jennings,  as  Second 
Assistant  Assessor  from  Ward  12,  and  obtain  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  whether,  in 
case  there  is  no  such  person  in  Ward  12  by  the 
name  of  Richard  J.  Jennings  eligible  to  said 
office,  the  certificate  of  election  can  be  given  to 
Richard  F.  Jennings,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  correspondence: 

For  the  committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore,  Chairman. 

[The  correspondence  will  be  found  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Monday, 
April  12.  The  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  is  as 
follows: 

"In  my  opinion,  votes  cast  for  Richard  J. 
Jennings  cannot  be  counted  for  Richard  F. 
Jennings,  and  that,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  a  certificate  that  the  latter  was  chosen 
by  the  Common  Council  would  be  erroneous."] 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the 
Council  proceed  to  ballot  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and 
I  desire  to  make  only  one  statement  in  the  matter. 
I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council 
in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  two  competitors  for 
the  office  but  I  wish  the  Council  to  remember  two 
or  three  facts.  In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Jennings 
was  recommended  by  the  three  Councilmen  from 
his  ward  for  the  position.  He  was  not  my  indi- 
vidual choice  any  more  than  that  of  the  other  two 
members  from  the  ward.  He  was  not  known  to 
me  until  his  name  was  presented.  In  the  second 
place,  the  vote  the  other  night  showed  that 
thirty-eight  members  were  willing  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Jennings,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Council 
and  lost  his  election  by  an  accidental  error  in  print, 
which  was  not  the  fault  of  the  committee  nor  of 
any  person  in  the  Council;  it  was  one  of  those 
accidents  in  the  arrangement  of  ballots  for  which 
nobody  could  be  held  to  account.  In  the  third 
place  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  he  is  the  choice 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Assessors'  Department, 
who  were  requested  to  name  suitable  candidates 
for  the  place.  For  these  reasons  I  entertain  a 
reasonable  hope  that  the  Council  will  stand  by  his 
election  of  the  other  night,  concur  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  take  this  matter  entirely  out  of 
dispute.  It  is  time  that  the  Assessor  was  elected. 
His  term  ot  office  commences  in  May,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  for  us  to  continue  this  wrangle  any 
longer. 

An  election  was  ordered,  and  Messrs  Kidney  of 
Ward  6,  Maguire  of  Ward  19,  and  Child  of  Ward 
17  were  appointed  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes. 
The  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  mimber  of  votes 67 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

John  Osborne,  Jr.,  had 39 

Richard  F.  Jennings  had 28 

and  Mr.  Osborne  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 

DIRECTOR  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21— Now  that  we  are  on 
this  matter  of  elections,  I  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  that  we  may  take  up  the  election  of  Paul 
H.  Kendricken  as  a  Director  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, in  place  of  John  Taylor,  chosen  by  this 
Council. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  matter  was  taken 
from  the  table,  and  an  election  was  ordered. 
Messrs.  Wyman  of  Ward  21,  Bailey  of  Ward  4,  and 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4,  the  commit- 
tee was  increased  to  four,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of 
Ward  8  being  added. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  after 
the  votes  had  been  collected  and  before  the  com- 
mittee retired,  the  roll  was  called  in  order  that  it 
might  be  known  how  many  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil were  present.  The  following-named  gentle- 
men responded  to  their  names: 

Messrs.  Anthony,  Austin,  Bailey,  Barry,  Big- 
elow,  Blakemore,  Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brint- 
nall,  Brown,  Child,  Christal,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H. 
Clapp,  Coe,  Cronin,  Denney,  Devine,  Devlin,  C. 
F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Farweli,  Fisher, 
Fitzpatrick,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Hancock, 
Hilton,  Hollis,  Hosley,  Howard,  Kendricken,  Kid- 
ney, Lauten,  Love'll,  Maguire,  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  Morrison,  Murphy,  Nason,  O'Dowd, 
Parkman,  Perkins,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  Pray, 
Roe-ers,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  N.  Sawyer,  Shepard, 
Sibley,  D.J.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweetser,  Swift,  Taylor, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Ward,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Whitmore,  Williams,  Wyman — 66. 


The  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 64 

Necessary  for  a  choice ..33 

John  Taylor  had 40 

Paul  H.  Kendricken 24 

And  Mr.  Taylor  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY  CELEBRATION. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  called  for  the  special  as- 
signment, which  was  the  order  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  Fourth  of  July  at  an  expense  not  to 
exceed  $10,000,  the  question  being  on  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  moved  to  amend  by 
Striking  out  "§10,000"  and  inserting  "$7500." 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5—1  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  Having  served  several  times 
on  the  Committee  for  the  Celebration  of  the 
Fourth  of  July,  and  I  think  it  is  pretty  fine 
business  if  you  do  what  is  required  for 
§10,000.  I  care  not  how  many  other  days  we 
have,  the  Fourth  of  July  does  not  come  but  once 
a  year,  and  I  believe  with  John  Adams  that  the 
day  should  be  celebrated  with  guns  and  fires — 
anything  to  celebrate  the  day.  Taking  into  con- 
sideration the  character  of  the  day,  I  think  the 
people  can  well  afford  §10,000  for  "it.  That  is  lit- 
tle enough— too  little  in  my  opinion. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — The  celebration  of  the 
250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston  will 
cost  something  like  thirty-odd  thousand  dollars, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
will  not  vote  §10,000.  I  thought  the  best  thing  we 
could  do  would  be  to  compromise  the  matter  at 
once. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7 — I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail,  but  that  the  original  order  will 
be  passed.  I  think  §10,000  is  as  little  as  can  pos- 
sibly be  required  for  the  celebration  of  the 
Fourth  of  July.  I  believe  last  year  there  were  a 
few  cents  of  the  appropriation  left,  and  it  was 
the  same  that  is  proposed  this  year.  I  think  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  overlook  the  250th  an- 
niversary and  celebrate  the  Fourth  of  July.  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  be  voted  down  and  that 
the  order  as  presented  will  pass.  WTe  cannot  say 
what  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  do,  nor  should 
we  be  governed  by  their  action.  We  are  to  pass 
upon  the  question  tonight  and  the  Aldermen  will 
pass  upon  it  next  Monday  afternoon. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  amendment,  and 
the  amendment  was  declared  to  be  lost.  Mr.  Lau- 
ten of  Ward  14  doubted  the  vote.  Mr.  Austin  of 
Ward  11  and  Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  were  appointed 
tellers  of  the  third  division.  A  division  being  had, 
19  voted  in  favor  of  the  amendment  and  38  against 
it;  it  was  therefore  lost.  The  order  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  the  question  was  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  was  not  in  favor  of  re- 
ducing the  appropriation  to  §7500,  because  I  think 
a  very  considerable  celebration  is  to  be  made,  and 
we  had  better  appropriate  the  sum  of  §10,000.  But 
it  does  seem  to  me  that  this  year,  with  the  other 
celebrations  which  we  shall  have,  we  might  very 
well  dispense  with  any  very  expensive  celebration 
on  the  Fourth  of  July,  particularly  as  that  comes 
on  an  odd  day  like  all  the  holidays  this  year,  and 
the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary  will  be 
very  extensive  and  will  be  a  matter  of  a  good  deal 
of  interest  and  public  parade,  and  too  many 
parades  in  one  year  are  not  desirable.  Too  many 
celebrations  are  not  desirable.  I  think  that  with  all 
the  expenses  of  the  City  Government  this  year  and 
the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  alluded,  we 
might  very  well  have  a- modest  and  quiet  celebra- 
tion on  the  Fourth  of  July  on  a  sum  something 
like  §3000  or  §5000.  We  might,  perhaps,  do  some- 
thing for  the  children,  make  a  little  show  for  the 
celebration  of  the  day,  but  not  lay  out  on  it  to  the 
amount  of  §10,000.  If  this  were  a  matter  which 
could  be  referred  to  a  committee  I  should  be  in 
favor  of  referring  it.  It  is  suggested  to  me  that 
a  special  committee  might  be  appointed,  and  I. 
would  therefore  move  that  the  matter  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee  of  three  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee consist  of  five.    Lost. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  a  special  committee  was 
lost  and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  47,  nays  18. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Austin,  Barry,  Bigelow, 
Blakemore,  Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brintnall, 
Brown,  Christal,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Cronin, 
Devine,  Devlin.  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Dona- 
hoe,  Dudley,  Farweli,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Green- 
ough,   Hancock,    Hosley,    Howard,  Kendricken, 
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Kidney,  Lovell,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  McKa- 
inara,  Morrison,  Murphy,  O'Dowd,  Perkins, 
Plimpton,  Pray,  Sibley,  D.J.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Viles, 
Ward,  Welch,  Wharton,  Whitinore,Williains,  Wy- 
man — 47. 

Nays — Messrs.!  Bailey,  Child,  Coe,  Folan,  Free- 
man, Hilton,  Lauten,  Nason,  Parkman,  Pratt, 
Rogers,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  N.  Sawyer,  Sweetser, 
Swift,  Taylor,  Tucker,  Wheeler— 18. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Messrs.  Denney,  Hart, 
Hollis,  Lane,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.— 5. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  following  committee: 
Messrs.  Kidney  of  Ward  6,  Lauten  of  Ward  14, 
Sibley  of  Ward  5,  Brown  of  Ward  23,  Wyraan  of 
Ward  21,  Devlin  of  Ward  13,  Howard  of  Ward  4, 
Lovell  of  Ward  1,  Doherty  of  Ward  2,  Bigelow  of 
Ward  25,  Ward  of  Ward  7,  Murphy  of  Ward  8, 
Hosley  of  Ward  15,  Barry  of  Ward  16. 

Subsequently  the  Chair  said — The  Chair  will 
take  this  opportunity  to  state  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  reappoint  upon  the  committee  upon 
the  Fourth  of  July  celebration  those  gentlemen 
who  are  now  members  of  the  Council  who  were 
members  of  the  committee  last  year.  In  the 
haste  of  writing  the  names  he  made  one  mistake, 
to  -which  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  has  called  his  at- 
tention. He  appointed  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23 
upon  the  committee,  and  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
Brown  he  appoints  Mr.  Blakemore  of  Ward  23, 
who  was  on  the  committee  last  year. 

EXCAVATING  MACHINERY. 

The  order  to  purchase  the  right  to  use  the  ex- 
cavating machinery  patented  by  Howard  A.Car- 
son, at  an  expense  not  exceeding  §2500,  came  up 
as  unfinished  business,  the  question  being  upon 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  G-reenough  of  Ward  9  moved  to  substitute 
the  following: 

That  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage,  act- 
ing under  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor,  be  au- 
thorized to  purchase  of  Howard  A.  Carson  and 
George  H.  Norman  the  right  to  use,  in  such  de- 
partments of  the  city  as  may  be  necessary,  the 
excavating  machinery  patented  by  said  Carson; 
the  expense,  not  exceeding  §2500,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Improved  Sewerage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  thatthe  mat- 
ter be  specially  assigned  for  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council,  because  I  am  informed,  on  what  I 
believe  to  be  good  authority,  that  this  invention 
was  made  by  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  city, 
the  experiments  were  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
city,  and  a  very  considerable  amount  has  been  ex- 
pended by  the  city  in  perfecting  the  matter,  what- 
ever it  may  be.  I  would  not  make  that  statement 
if  I  had  not  seen  the  items  on  the  books  showing 
that  several  hundred  dollars  were  expended  in 
the  course  of  two  or  three  months  in  regard  to  it. 
I  des-ire  to  obtain  further  information  in  regard 
to  it.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  improve- 
ment is  a  real  one,  and  that  the  machinery  in  its 
present  condition  is  advantageous  for  the  city  to 
use.  But  it  is  certainly  worth  while  for  us  to  learn 
whethei  or  not  these  gentlemen  should  not  in 
fairness  allow  the  city  to  have  the  use  of  the 
machinery  for  the  present  at  least,  without  pav- 
ing anything,  because  the  advantage  which  they 
will  gain  by  the  use  of  it  by  the  city  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  remunerate  them  tor  the  invention. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  would  like  to  ask  as  a 
matter  of  information  how  the  city  is  situated  in 
regard  to  this  machine  ? 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  -I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  use  in  assigning  this  matter  to  another 
meeting.  The  gentleman  has  already  had  two 
weeks  since  the  last  meeting  to  obtain  any  infor- 
mation. The  committee  will  not  deny  for  a  mo- 
ment that  a  portion  of  the  expense  attending  the 
perfection  of  the  machine  now  in  use  has  been 
borne  by  the  city.  We  do  not  consider  that  a  mat- 
ter of  any  consequence.  If  a  corpora- 
tion allows  an  intelligent  subordinate  to 
experiment  at  its  expense  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  corporation  should  then  steal  the  patent  of 
the  inventor  and  decline  to  pay  him  any  money 
for  the  advantage  which  it  has  been.  Mr.  Carson 
invented  a  similar  machine  to  this  in  1876,  when 
he  was  at  work  in  Providence.  He  improved  that 
machine  and  subsequently  worked  in  Brookline. 
He  afterwards  used  the  machine  on  Beacon  street 
and  has  since  then,  after  a  trip  in  Europe,  sub- 
stantially improved  the  machine  which  he  used 
on  Beacon  street.  He  has  expended  some 
§700  of  his  own  money  in  perfecting  the  inven- 
tion. He  now  comes  to  the  committee  and  says 
he  is  willing  to  give  them  the  use  of  that  machine, 


but  he  thinks  that  for  the  work  which  is 
going  to  be  done  in  the  future  he  is 
deserving  of  some  pay,  and  he  expresses 
his  willingness  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the 
consideration  of  a  committee  which  shall  consist 
of  a  sub-committee  of  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage,  specifying  myself,  the  City  Engineer 
and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment. The  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage 
have  examined  the  matter  and  decided  unani- 
mously that  although  Mr.  Carson  has  had  the 
benefit  of  experimenting  at  the  city's  expense, 
yet  he  is  unquestionably  entitled  to  considera- 
tion, and  that  §2500  is  a  very  inadequate  compen- 
sation for  the  immense  saving  it  will  secure  to 
the  city  of  Boston ;  and  that  he  will  get  the  larger 
portion  of  his  reward  from  the  fact  that  the  city 
of  Boston  has  adopted  it.  I  have  here  a  series  of 
papers  which  I  do  not  care  to  trouble  the  Council 
with,  for  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  nec- 
essary. I  have  letters  from  Mr.  Rice, 
who  has  been  Assistant  Engineer  in  that 
department,  from  Mr.  Galvin,  who  is  an  assistant 
now,  from  Mr.  Bradley  and  from  Mr.  Philbrick. 
The  only  reason  why  the  committee  come  before 
the  Council  at  all  is  simply  a  legal  question,  that 
to  secure  the  benefits  the  order  must  go  through 
the  Council.  It  has  been  suggested  that  it  would 
be  best  to  withdraw  the  order,  pay  for  it  from 
one  appropriation  and  allow  Mr.  Carson  to  pre- 
sent his  claim  to  the  city.  But  it  does  not  seem 
to  me  that  is  the  proper  way  until  the  Council 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  vote  upon  it,  which  I 
hope  they  will  do  tonight. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— As  the  gentle^nan 
remarks,  this  is  a  pretty  small  matter,  but  I  do 
not  know  that  the  principle  is  so  very 
small.  Never  having  had  the  pleasure  of 
serving  on  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage,  I  am  not  aware  how  vast  their  authori- 
ty is.  I  was  not  aware  before  that  they  had 
such  a  control  of  the  city's  funds  that  they  could 
put  inventors  at  work  to  spend  the  city  money  for 
the  sake  of  making  a  man's  fortune.  The  ques- 
tion has  arisen  in  my  mind  as  to  what  would  hap- 
pen to  the  city  if  the  gentleman,  like  so  many  in- 
ventors, had  succeeded  in  spending  a  few  thou- 
sands of  dollars  and  had  got  no  result.  It  was 
only  last  Monday  that  my  attention  was  called  to 
the  matter,  and  as  we  have  been  otherwise  em- 
ployed, as  you  all  know,  I  really  have  not  had  oc- 
casion to  look  the  matter  up.  My  impression 
was  that  perhaps  two  or  three  thousand  dollars 
had  been  expended  already  by  the  city 
to  enable  the  Superintendent  to  go  on 
with  this  invention.  I  judge  from  the 
amount  that  was  shown  me  as  having  been  spent 
in  two  or  three  months.  I  do  not  think  it  is  un- 
reasonable to  ask  for  a  delay  of  a  week. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— The  sum  of  money 
spent  by  the  city  upon  that  machine  is  some 
§200— a  very  trifling  sum.  As  far  as  the  machine 
goes,  I  have  here  figures  of  the  apparatus.  I 
think  nine  out  of  ten  have  seen  the  apparatus  in 
operation  on  Washington  street  and  on  Beacon 
street,  but  I  will  send  one  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12.  Does  he  wish  me  to  go  into  the  whole 
system  of  saving  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  will 
excuse  me,  but  the  beautiful  work  which  he  has 
sent  me  has  so  ensaged  my  attention  that  I 
did  not  catch  the  full  force  of  his  re- 
marks. I  cannot  say  by  an  inspection 
of  this  very  handsome  heliotype  whether 
there  is  any  saving  in  the  use  of  two  men  to  hoist 
a  bucket  or  not.  I  should  be  happy  to  take  any 
reasonable  time  when  the  Council  is  not  in  ses- 
sion to  go  over  this  matter  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9.  But  I  will  state  in  the  most  posi- 
tive terms  that  the  books  were  shown  me  by  the 
clerk  and  the  items  amounted  to  more  than  §400; 
and  I  understood  the  estimate  he  put  upon  it  to 
be  somewhere  about  §2500  for  labor  and  lumber 
and  one  thing  and  another  which  had  been  spent 
upon  it.  I  have  not  heard  it  intimated  that  any 
delay  will  happen  if  this  order  is  not  passed,  and 
[  think  that  if  we  wait  until  next  week,  and  the 
gentleman  will  have  the  kindness  to  obtain  from 
the  clerk  of  the  committee  a  statement 
of  what  has  been  expended  upon  it,  we 
can  do  justice  to  the  inventor.  I  do  not 
think  anybody  wishes  to  steal  anything  from  him. 
For  myself  Ishall  be  perfectly  willing  to  have 
him  paid  any  proper  sum. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— Supposing  we  do  not  vote 
this  sum,  shall  we  have  any  right  to  use  the  ma- 
chine ? 
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Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9 — No,  sir;  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage  can  purchase  it  for 
their  own  use. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  'Ward  4 — For  how  much? 

Mr.  G-reenough  of  Ward  9— He  is  perfectly  will- 
ing to  leave  it  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — Then  I  would  like  to  in- 
quire what  the  terms  were  on  which  this  money 
was  spent  by  the  committee  in  enabling  him  to 
make  his  experiment — whether  if  it  was  a  success 
the  city  was  to  be  allowed  to  use  it,  or  whether  he 
was  to  have  the  money  expended  on  it  anyway. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9 — That  is  a  matter 
which  t  am  not  competent  to  answer  definitely. 
The  machine  was  practically  perfected  before  I 
became  a  member  of  the  committee.  I  stated 
that  the  city  had  spent  §200  on  this  machine.  I 
am  willing  to  admit  that  the  city  has  paid  for  the 
whole  machine,  but  it  does  not  bear  on  the  ques- 
tion if  the  city  has  spent  $2500  in  building  a 
machine  for  him,  by  which  he  will  save  twenty 
times  that  amount  to  the  city.  I  have  here  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Philbrick,  for  a  long  time  engineer 
of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  saying  that  the 
saving  on  handling  each  cubic  yard  of  dirt  is 
about  fourteen  cents.  In  finishing  the  sewers  in 
Boston  we  have  got  to  move  133,000  cubic  yards.  If 
we  should  undertake  to  say  what  that  machine 
was  worth  to  the  city  of  Boston,  the  sum  would 
probably  be  twenty  times  the  small  sum  for 
which  he  agrees  to  sell. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  to  say  in  the  first  part  of 
his  speech  that  the  machine  had  been  used  before 
on  Beacon  street.  I  would  like  to  ask  if  Mr. 
Carson  received  any  compensation  for  the  use 
of  it. 

Mr.  Sweeney  (Sr.)  of  Ward  2 — This  matter  in  re- 
gard to  the  machine  came  before  the  committee 
some  weeks  ago,  and  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  who  went  out  to  Dorchester  to  see  it. 
He  stated  that  he  would  let  the  city  have  the 
machine  for  82500,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  has  stated.  The  largest  part  of  the 
work  on  that  machine  has  been  paid  for  by 
the  city;  but  the  right  to  use  the  machine  when 
he  gets'  through  with  his  job  the  city  cannot  have. 
Now,  Mr.  Bradley  of  the  Sewer  Department 
wishes  to  use  that  machine  in  a  great  many 
streets  in  digging  for  sewers  and  also  in  laying 
the  new  water*  main.  It  saves  the  trouble  of 
throwing  up  dirt  on  one  side  of  the  street  so  that 
teams  cannot  pass  through.  This  machine  takes 
the  dirt  up  and  carries  it  back  and  keeps  it  mov- 
ing, filling  as  fast  as  they  dig.  The  thing 
the  committee  want  to  get  at  is  to  have  the  city 
get  the  privilege  of  using  it.  We  can  now  use  it 
on  the  sewer,  and  will  most  likely  use  it;  but  other 
departments  in  this  building  want  to  use  it.  But 
we  want  to  buy  it  for  the  whole  city  of  Boston. 
1  do  not  see  any  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — 1  do  not  understand  why 
we  should  not  pass  this  order  tonight.  It  looks 
to  me  like  a  piece  of  penny-wise  and  pound-fcolish 
punctiliousness  on  our  part  to  intrust  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage  with  the  ex- 
penditure of  thousands  and  millions  of 
dollars,  and  when  it  comes  to  a  little  mat- 
ter of  $2500  to  entirely  distrust  them.  I  should 
certainly  be  in  favor  of  having  the  matter  go 
through  without  any  more  delay. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  am  surprised  that 
the  gentleman  who  was  so  ready  to  save  money  to 
the  city  of  Boston  in  regard  to' the  celebration  of 
the  Fourth  of  July  should  consider  this  a  small 
matter.  If  it  is  only  .§2500,  it  is  well  worth  saving 
on  the  appropriation  for  Imnroved  Sewerage. 
This  committee  have  neither  a  formal  agreement 
with  the  inventor  nor  the  papers  in  regard  to  the 
cost,  and  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  both  before  we 
pay  any  more  money. 

Mr.  Kendricken  of  Ward  20—1  believe  the  ea- 
siest way  out  of  this  is  to  pay  the  $2500.  If  we 
refuse  to  purchase,  and  allow  the  city  to  go  on 
and  use  the  machine,  he  will  put  in  a  claim  for 
§3000  or  $5000  a  year.  That  will  be  the  result  of 
it,  you  will  find. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  would  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  whether  in  one  year 
the  saving  will  not  be  greater  than  this  cost 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  pay  for  the  machine. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  saving  will  be  four  times  in  one  year 
what  we  are  called  upon  to  pay  for  the  machine. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— In  regard  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  I  certainly  think 
that  it  is  more  foolish  for  us  to  spend  large  sums 
of  money  for  luxuries  or  for  a  good  time  than  to 


pay  a  moderately  fair  sum  to  a  person  who  is  en- 
titled to  receive  it. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  would  be  perfectly 
willing  to  vote  for  the  $2500  if  we  could  only  know 
that  this  would  be  the  end  of  it;  but  to  me  it 
seems  that  the  city  has  got  to  go  into  the  patent- 
right  business.  • 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2 — The  committee 
will  buy  the  machine  anyway.  It  comes  out  of 
their  own  appropriation. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — Suppose  the  city  wants 
four  or  five  machines.  It  seems  to  me  if  you  buy 
this  right,  you  have  eot  to  go  to  work  and  build 
your  own  machines.    How  much  will  they  cost? 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9 — The  machines  can 
be  built  for  $2500  each.  I  have  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Bradley,  in  which  he  says — 

"It  can  be  demonstrated  that  a  certain  per- 
centage of  cost  can  be  saved  on  every  yard  of 
earth  excavated  from  trenches,  but  a  more  strik- 
ing advantage  in  its  use  by  the  city  is  in  the  nar- 
row space  required  for  its  operation. 

"The  public  can  thus  continue  tojuse  a  highway 
while  the  work  is  going  on;  and  the  abutters  who 
are  usually  blocked  up  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
time  are  scarcely  incommoded  at  all. 

"The  amount  of  work  necessary  to  be  done  in  re- 
building sewers  in  the  city  in  consequence  of  the 
intercepting  system  was  estimated  by  the  com- 
missioners at  $300,000,  and  I  should  think  the  ma- 
chine would  more  than  earn  its  cost  in  doing  this 
amount  of  work." 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost;  the  or- 
der offered  by  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  was  sub- 
stituted and  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

THE  LUXCH  ORDER. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  that  he  might  introduce  an  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — Before  the  motion 
is  put,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  state  his  pur- 
pose, according  to  the  custom  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — It  is  an  order  to  dis- 
pense with  lunch  tonight. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  -1— I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  words  "this  evening,''  and  insert- 
ing "hereafter." 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — I  accept  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  Chair  read  the  order— Ordered,  that  the 
lunch  which  the  City  Messenger  has  been  in- 
structed to  provide  at  half-past  eleven  o'clock  be 
omitted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  move  as  a  substi- 
tute that  the  Council  rescind  the  order  directing 
the  City  Messenger  to  provide  lunch  at  half-past 
eleven  o'clock  whenever  the  Council  shall  be  in 
session  at  that  hour. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  accept  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  motion  to  rescind  prevailed. 

BALLAST    INSPECTORS. 

The  report  nominating  and  certificate  of  elec- 
tion of  William  Dolan' (Inspector-in-chief),  John 
Kenney,  John  J.  Caddigan  and  Roger  Sullivan, 
Ballast  Inspectors,  came  up  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness, and  an  election  was  ordered.  Messrs.  Clapp 
of  Ward  14,  Austin  of  Ward  11  and  Rogers  of 
Ward  22  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.  The  ballot  resulted  as  fol- 
lows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 53 

Necessary  for  a  choice 27 

Inspectbr-in-Chief  Isaac  Rosuosky  had 1 

Inspector-in-Chief    John    Sawyer  Callendor 

Connors 1 

Inspector-in-Chief  William  Dolan 51 

Inspectors  Jerry  Mullone l 

P.  F.  McGaragle l 

"       '•       William  Leavitt l 

"       "       Lovell  Patrick  Clarence 2 

"       "       John  J.  Caddigan 52 

"        "        John  Kenny 51 

"       "       Roger  Sullivan 50 

And  William  Dolan  was  elected  Inspector-in-Chief , 
and  John  J.  Caddigan,  John  Kenny,  and  Roger 
Sullivan  Inspectors,  in  concurrence. 

THE  RECORD   COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  the  Record  Commis 
sioners: 

Boston,  April  22,  1880. 

To  the  City  Council  of  Boston— The  under- 
signed, Record  Commissioners  of  said  city,  re- 
spectfully represent  that  the    last    City    Govern- 
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ment  accepted  and  adopted  (Proceedings,  page 
625)  the  report  of  a  committee  "that  five  thousand 
dollars  ought  to  be  annually  appropriated  as  an 
element  of  the  appropriation  tor  Printing,  for  ex- 
penditure under  requisitions  by  the  Record  Com- 
missioners, in  accordance  with  special  orders  by 
the  City  Council. 

A  special  appropriation  to  this  amount  has 
been  made  this  year,  and  the.  commissioners, 
therefore,  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  following  dis- 
position of  a  part  of  it,  in  order  that  work  may  he 
seasonably  begun. 

First— The  Book  of  Possessions  and  similar  rec- 
ords of  the  town  of  Roxbury,  one  volume,  to  be 
about  like  the  Charlestown  volume.  " 

Secondly— A  volume  of  the  records  of  the  town 
of  Boston,  in  continuation  of  those  already 
printed. 

Thirdly — A  volume  of  annals,  to  contain  a  chro- 
nological record  of  all  the  births  or  baptisms, 
marriages,  deaths  and  burials  in  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton, obtainable  from  any  authentic  source,  with 
a  note  of  the  authority  therefor. 

Fourthly — A  reprint  of  such  portion  of  the  to- 
pographical notes  of  the  late  Nathaniel  I.  Bow- 
ditch  originally  published  in  the  Boston  Tran- 
script, as  may  be  deemed  judicious,  if  the  consent 
of  his  heirs  be  obtained. 

The  average  cost  of  these  four  volumes  would 
be  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  and 
the  Commissioners  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Wi.  H.  Whitmore. 
¥i.  S.  Appleton. 

Record  Commissioners. 

Ordered,  That  the  Record  Commissioners  of 
Boston  be  directed  to  have  copied,  printed,  in- 
dexed, bound  and  distributed,  in  the  manner  of 
their  former  reports,  the  four  volumes  specified 
in  their  communication  of  this  date  to  the  City 
Council;  the  total  expense,  not  to  exceed  three 
thousand  dolllars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Printing. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  presume  there  wlil 
be  no  particular  opposition  from  any  one  in  re- 
gard to  tliis  matter.  The  appropriation  has 
been  made  and  the  question  is  merely  In 
regard  to  what  books  shall  be  printed, 
and  the  original  order  contemplated 
that  the  Record  Commissioners  should  make  the 
selection.  In  support  of  the  order  I  will  state 
that  we  have  given  the  subject  a  great  deal  of  at- 
tention. We  have  already  printed  the  first  Book 
of  Possessions  of  Boston  proper,  Charlestown  and 
Dorchester,  and  it  was  perhaps  noMced  that  Rox- 
bury was  omitted  last  year.  I  think  there  is  no 
reason  why  this  should  not  he  printed  at  once. 
The  second  book  of  Boston  records  will  commence 
with  1060,  and  probably  take  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years.  In  reerard  to  the  third  volume  which  we 
recommend,  the  commissioners  reported  this  year 
that  they  had  already  copied  the  records  of  some 
seven  of  our  churches,  and  we  are  continuing  the 
work.  The  old  Boston  records  are  extremely 
fragmentary,  and  the  valuable  facts  are  to  be 
fonnd  in  various  places.  For  example,  a  number  of 
deaths  are  to  be  found  only  on  the  tombstones  in 
the  various  burial  grounds  or  are  to  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  records  of  public  offices.  For 
this  reason  and  to  enable  persons  who  desire  to 
use  these  records  to  have  them  brought  into  most 
convenient  space,  it  seemed  desirable  to  com- 
mence printing  a  series  of  annals,  taking  each 
year  and  stating  by  notes  the  place  from  what 
source  the  record  is  obtained,  whether  from  that 
of  the  First  Church,  or  King's  Chapel;  whether 
derived  from  a  will  or  anything  of  that  kind. 
This  would  necessarily  be  a  matter  taking  con- 
siderable time.  The  fourth  volume  I  hold  a 
copy  of  in  my  hand.  In  1855  the  late  Na- 
thaniel I.  Bowditch  published  a  ssries  of 
articles  in  regard  to  the  titles  of  land 
in  Boston,  and  these  communications,  though 
printed  in  a  newspaper,  possess  more  than  a  tem- 
porary interest  and  value.  Mr.  Bowditch  was 
well  known  as  the  most  skilful  conveyancer  in 
the  city.  His  collections  were  very  large  and  his 
own  recollection  went  back  to  the  period  when 
Boston  was  a  small  city  or  even  a  large  town. 
For  all  these  reasons  the  various  facts  which  he 
collected  and  which  he  wrote  out  in  a  very  inter- 
esting manner  are  contributions  to  history  fully 
equal  to  any  that  have  been  published  in  any 
town  or  city  in  the  State.  Some  years  ago  a 
proposition  was  made  to  reprint  them,  and  his 
family  very  willingly  assented  to  it,  with  a  few 
trivial  curtailments.    I  think  that  a  volume  could 


be  prepared  of  some  two  or  three  hundred  pages 
which  would  be  very  valuable  to  every  convey- 
ancer in  the  city,  and  also  of  a  great  deal  of 
interest  to  the  public  in  general.  I  should  be 
very  happy  to  have  it  my  fortune  to  speak  from 
the  floor  in  behalf  of  the  commissioners,  and  I 
should  be  happy  to  answer  any  question,  to  listen 
to  any  suggestion,  or  to  have  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  what  has  been  required  of  us.  With  this 
liberal  appropriation  already  made  and  put  in  the 
annual  tax  levy,  the  commissioners  desire  to  go 
to  work  before  hot  weather  sets  in,  and  the 
books  being  printed  by  the  City  Printer,  it  is 
also  desirable  to  use  the  summer  time,  when  per- 
sons are  comparatively  unemployed,  for  the  eco- 
nomical printing  of  these  documents.  I  have 
further  to  say  that  these  three  reports  which  the 
commissioners  have  issued  have  been  issued  at  a 
minimum  of  cost.  I  doubt  if  any  books  of  a  like 
value  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  have  ever 
been  issued  at  a  less  cost.  The  work  upon  it  is 
kept  at  the  lowest  possible  figure,  without  any 
charges  of  any  kind,  except  simply  for  the  print- 
ing, necessary  copying  and  indexing.  I  think  the 
city  can  safely  be  congratulated  on  the  economy 
which  has  attended  these  expenditures.  If  the 
motion  to  pass  to  a  second  reading  prevails,  I 
shall  move  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  that  the 
matter  may  go  through  at  once. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  ordered. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward"  12  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Sent  up. 

trSE  OP  THE    COUNCIL     CHAMBER. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6  submitted  the  following: 
Boston,  April  21 ,  1880. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston — 
The  Board  of  Assessors  and  Assistant  Assessors 
respectfully  request  the  use  of  the  Council  Cham- 
ber and  the  rooms  adjacent  for  their  meetings, 
say  on  April  30, 1880,  for  organization,  and  from 
June  10  to  Aug.  1  for  their  dooming  sessions. 
Respectfully,  for  the  Assessors, 

Benj.  Gushing. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  (i  then  offered  an  order, 
That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  cause  the 
Common  Council  chamber  and  the  ante-rooms  on 
the  easterly  side  thereof  to  be  opened  for  the  use 
of  the  Assessors  and  Assistant  Assessors  at  such 
times  during  the  present  municipal  year  as  they 
may  desire  to  hold  meetings,  when  the  Common 
Council  is  not  in  session. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  would  inquire 
whether  that  interferes  at  all  with  our  present 
rules  for  the  use  of  the  Council  Chamber. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6— Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed,  and  a 
motion  to  reconsider,  made  by  Mr.  Kidney  of 
Ward  6,  was  lost. 

MEDICAL  ATTENDANCE  FOR  THE  POOR. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following  for 
the  Committee  on  Health: 

The  Joint  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  within  order,  respectfully  submit  the 
enclosed  report  of  sub-committee,  the  same  hav- 
ing been  adopted  by  the  committee. 
For  the  committee, 

Francis  W.  Pray. 

Offic*  of  the  Board  of  Health,  1 

Boston,  April  17,  1880.     I 

The  sub-committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
older  "to  report  what  provision  has  been  made 
tor  supplying  poor  people  in  this  city  with  medi- 
cal attendance  and  medicines  at  the  public  ex- 
pense," beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  report  : 

The  Boston  City  Hospital  is  maintained  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  assistance  to  persons  who  by 
misfortune  or  poverty  may  require  relief  during 
temporary  sickness. 

The  report  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1879, 
shows  that  4035  patients  were  given  their  medical 
attendance,  medicines  and  hoard  in  the  hospital, 
and  that  10,419  patients  received  their  medical  ad- 
vice and  prescriptions  in  the  general  and  special 
departments  of  the  out-patient  service  of  this 
hospital. 

The  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital  provides  for  the 
poor  who  are  suffering  from  mental  disease. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  abundant  provision  which 
is  made  in  our  city  for  affording  medical  relief  to 
the  poor,  mention  must  be;  made  of  the  large 
amount  of  work  which    is    done"  without  pu'bhe 
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charge,  at  the  expense  of  private  funds   and  by 
the  voluntary  service  of  medical  men. 

At  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  there 
were  treated,  last  year,  1436  free  patients,  and  in 
the  out-patient  service  18,960  patients. 

The  Boston  Dispensary,  which  probably  dis- 
tributes its  assistance  more  widely  than  any 
other  institution  in  the  city,  treated  last  year  at 
its  central  office  19,733  patients;  attended  at  their 
homes  14,951  separate  cases;  and  also  provided 
medicine  at  the  dispensary  for  78,330  prescrip- 
tions ordered  by  the  medical  staff. 

Their  method  of  work  is  this:  A.t  the  central 
office  in  Bennet  ,-treet,  physicians  and  surgeons 
are  in  attendance  daily,  except  Sundays  and  legal 
holidays,  who  examine  and  prescribe  for  all  those 
needy  patients  who  present  themselves;  the  medi- 
cines which  are  ordered  are  given  to  the  patients 
in  the  same  building. 

To  provide  for  those  who  are  so  sick  that 
they  a.re  not  able  to  attend  at  the  central  office 
and  who  are  not  willing  or  able  to  go  to  a  hos- 
pital, the  city  proper,  including  South  Boston,  is 
divided  into  nine  districts,  a  visiting  physician  is 
assigned  to  each  district,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make 
a  daily  visit  to  all  proper  cases  which  he  may  be 
called  to  see  in  his  district,  the  requests  for  such 
visits  being  left  by  messenger  at  some  designated 
and  convenient  place. 

The  medicine  which  the  physician  may  order  is 
provided  at  the  dispensary,  and  of  late  years  a 
great  want  has  been  filled  by  orders  on  the  two 
Diet  Kitchens,  for  proper  food,  which  the  physi- 
cian is  allowed  to  give  to  such  destitute  cases  as 
seem  to  require  wholesome  food  as  much  as  medi- 
cine. 

If  we  add  together  the  free  patients  who  have 
been  treated  by  these  three  institutions  (City  and 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  Boston  Dis- 
pensary) as  shown  by  their  last  annual  reports, 
we  find  that  during  the  past  year  69,534  poor 
patients  have  received  medical  assistance  with- 
out cost  to  themselves,  or,  taking  the  population 
of  Boston  at  360,000,  about  one  person  to  every 
five  of  the  population. 

In  addition  to  this,  Charlestown  has  a  free  dis- 
pensary, and  in  the  city  there  are  sixteen  other 
free  hospitals  and  dispensaries  for  the  general 
and  special  treatment  of  disease  among  the  poor. 

When  we  consider  that  beside  all  this  there  is 
hardly  any  physician  who  is  not  often  called  upon 
to  give  his  services  to  those  from  whom  he  neither 
expects  or  asks  anything  in  return,  it  seems  that 
there  is  even  an  excess  of  provision  for  medical 
relief  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  that  the  order  is 
not  called  tor  by  any  existing  deficiency. 

The  details  as  to  government  and  admission  to 
these  various  hospitals  may  be  found  in  the  Medi- 
cal Register  for  New  England. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
Chas.  H.  Williams,  for  the  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5  the  report 
was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  "Ward  21,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Parks,  submitted  the  following  report: 
City  of  Boston,  ) 

In  Common  Council,  April  22, 1880. ) 

The  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  to  whom  were 
recommitted  the  reports  and  orders  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  land  for  the  West  Roxbury  and 
City  Point  parks,  having  carefully  reviewed  the 
estimates  and  consulted  with  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners, beg  leave  to  report  by  recommending  an 
appropriation  of  $800,000  for  the  "West  Roxbury 
park  and  $110,000  lor  the  City  Point  park,  makiug 
a  total  of  $910,000.  The  committee  respectfully 
urge  upon  the  City  Council  the  necessity  of  early 
action  upon  this  important  subject,  especially  in 
respect  to  the  "West  Roxbury  park.  This  will 
probably  be  the  last  opportunity  which  will  offer 
for  securing  what  has  always  been  regarded  as  the 
most  desirable  of  all  the  locations  that  have  been 
suggested  for  a  public  park.  The  land,  which  is 
at  present  owned  by  a  few  persons,  will  soon  be 
required  for  building  purposes.  It  is  understood 
that  plans  have  already  been  prepared  for  divid- 
ing the  property  and  putting  it  upon  the  market. 
The  revival  of  building  operations  and  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  city  in  that  direction  will  soon  cre- 
ate a  demand  for  building  lots,  and  the  value  of 
the  property  will  be  greatly  enhanced.  It  will 
then  be  too  late  to  purchase  the  land  for  any  such 
sum  as  it  can  be  at  present  obtained,  and  the 
idea  of  establishing  a  park  in  that  locality  will 
have  to  be  abandoned. 


It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  the 
desirabilty  of  securing  this  land.  It  is  well 
knov/n  that  the  tract  in  question  is  a  natural 
park,  and  needs  but  little  embellishment  to  fit  it 
for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  public.  Even 
the  opponents  of  the  park  scheme  admit  that  the 
natural  advantages  of  the  West  Roxbury  park 
are  very  great,  and  that  the  Park  Commissioners 
displayed  admirable  taste  and  foresight  in  locat- 
ing it.  Not  to  secure  it  will  be  an  irreparable  loss 
to  the  city. 

It  will  be  but  a  few  years  before  that  section  of 
the  city  will  be  thickly  settled,  and  the  character 
of  the  neighborhood  will  be  very  largely  deter- 
mined by  the  way  in  which  the  park  question  is 
decided.  If  the  AVest  Roxbury  park  is  estab- 
lished, a  superior  class  of  dwellings  will  undoubt- 
edly be  erected  upon  the  adjoining  property,  to 
be  occupied  by  many  of  our  business  men,  who 
now  reside  in  adjoining  towns,  but  who  would 
willingly  become  citizens  of  Boston  if  they  could 
enjoy  the  same  advantages  of  space,  light  and 
air  which  suburban  towns  afford.  This  cannot  be 
assured  in  any  part  of  a  growing  city  like  Boston, 
except  upon  the  borders  of  a  public  reservation. 
It  is,  therefore,  believed  that  the  establishment 
of  a  park  in  almost  any  locality  has  not  only  the 
effect  of  greatly  increasing  the  taxable  value  of 
the  surroundmg  property,  but  also  of  retaining 
as  citizens  and  taxpayers  many  who  would  other- 
wise seek  a  residence  beyond  the  city  limits,  and 
of  attracting  others  who  prefer  to  live  where 
their  business  interests  are  centred,  provided 
they  can  do  so  under  equally  favorable  condi- 
tions. 

Considering  the  case  in  its  financial  bearing,  the 
committee  would  call  attention  to  the  communi- 
cation from  the  Park  Commissioners,  received  on 
the  22d  of  March  last,  in  relation  to  the  Back  Bay 
park.  The  favorable  showing  in  that  communi- 
cation exceeds  the  most  sanguine  expectations 
of  the  friends  of  the  park  scheme.  It  is  believed 
that  the  financial  benefits  resulting  from  the  es- 
tablishment of  that  park  have  not  yet  been  fully 
realized;  in  fact  it  is  estimated  that  the  city  will 
realize  from  betterments  and  taxes  an  amount 
sufficient  to  reimburse  the  outlay  upon  the  Back 
Bay  park  and  to  also  repay  the  cost  of  land  for 
the  "West  Roxbury  park.  It  is  believed  that,  in  a 
degree,  the  favorable  results  which  have  followed 
the  establishment  of  the  Back  Bay  park  will  be 
repeated  in  other  localities,  and,  therefore,  re- 
garded simply  as  a  business  transaction,  the 
money  which  is  expended  for  park  purposes  is 
wisely  and  profitably  invested. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  would  be  a 
grave  mistake  not  to  take  favorable  action  upon 
the  subject  at  the  present  time.  It  is  clearly  the 
wish  of  our  citizens  that  suitable  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  embellishment  of  the  city  and 
the  recreation  of  the  public.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered with  what  expressions  of  satisfaction  the 
second  report  of  the  Park  Commissoners  was 
received  by  the  public.  Their  plan  of  a  park 
system  met  with  general  approval,  and  its  imme- 
diate adoption  would  have  been  sanctioned  by 
publi !  sentiment.  Since  that  report  was  made 
numerous  petitions  have  been  presented  to  the 
City  Council,  urging  favorable  action  upon  the 
subject.  These  petitions  were  largely  signed  by 
our  leading  business  firms  and  heaviest  taxpay- 
ers; by  persons  whose  circumstances  in  life  are 
such  as  to  render  them  independent  of  the  means 
of  recreation  which  parks  afford,  and  who  cannot 
therefore  be  charged  with  selfish  motives  in  advo- 
cating the  measure.  Neither  can  it  be  said,  as  is 
frequently  the  case  with  petitions  which  are  pre- 
sented to  the  City  Council,  that  the  petitions  in 
favor  of  public  parks  were  signed  without  due 
consideration,  for  among  the  petitioners  will  be 
found  the  names  of  many  of  our  citizens  who  are 
not  in  tue  habit  of  signing  petitions  for  any  ob- 
jects without  duly  considering  their  import,  es- 
pecially in  matters  which  involve  large  expendi- 
ture of  public  money. 

In  the  matter  of  public  parks  Boston  is  far  be- 
hind all  the  principal  cities  of  the  country. 
While  we  have  been  considering  the  subject,  other 
cities  have  established  parks,  and  spent  large 
sums  in  beautifying  and  improving  them.  In 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Chicago, 
Buffalo,  San  Francisco,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  princi- 
pal cities,  the  public  parks  are  regarded  as  the 
chief  ornament  of  the  place,  and  the  first  object 
ol  interest  to  he  shown  to  the  visiting  stranger. 
In  the  cities  mentioned  we  find  that  the  citizens 
take  pride  in  developing  their  parks,  and  could 
not  be  induced  to  part  with  them  at  auy  price 
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It  is  certainly  to  be  regretted  that  Boston,  with 
opportunities  not  to  be  surpassed  by  any  other 
city,  is  so  far  behind  in  this  respect,  and  the  com- 
mittee venture  to  express  the  hope  that  the  pres- 
ent City  Council  -will  see  the  wisdom  of  adopting 
a  more  liberal  policy  in  dealing  with  the  subject. 

The  committee  believe  that  it  is  useless  to  con- 
tinue the  dilatory  proceedings  which  have  marked 
the  treatment  of  the  park  question  in  former 
years.  The  issue  snould  be  squarely  met  and  the 
question  determined  upon  its  merits.  The  City 
Council  snould  decide  whether  it  will  sanction  the 
establishment  of  parks,  and  if  in  the  affirmative, 
the  Park  Commissioners  should  be  provided  with 
means  to  deal  with  land-owners  in  a  business-like 
manner.  Unless  this  is  done,  any  negotiations 
which  may  be  attempted  will  be  fruitless. 

The  committee,  in  conclusion,  respectfully  rec- 
ommend that  an  appropriation  cf  $910,000  be 
made  for  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  West  Rox- 
bury  and  City  Point  parks,  and  that  the  Finance 
Committee  be  requested  to  provide  the  means. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  H.  B.  Breck. 
Hugh  O'Brieis 
Charles  V.    Whitten. 
Charles  E.  Pratt. 
Henry  Parkman. 
P.  James  Magtjire. 
Frank  B.  Sweetser. 
John  E.  Blakemore. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  moved  to  refer  the  report 
to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— May  I  ask  if  that  will 
go  iuto  the  proceedings  of  this  evening? 

The  Chair— It  does. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  ask  in 
what  way  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance — for  what  purpose  ? 

The  Chair — The  Chair  cannot  answer  unless  he 
reads  the  report.  I  believe  there  is  no  order  at- 
tached to  the  report.  Perhaps  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  can  state  the  substance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— The  report  relates  to 
the  matter  of  the  West  Roxbury  and  City 
Point  parks.  The  previous  reports  of  the 
committee  have  been  recommitted,  and  the 
committee,  upon  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, thought  it  best  not  to  report  any 
order  at  this  time  but  to  report  upon  the  subject. 
If  it  were  not  so  late  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
have  the  report  read  to  the  Council.  But  as  we 
can  all  read  it  in  the  proceedings,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  we  will  with  great  interest,  I  am  willing 
that  the  reading  should  be  dispensed  with.  But 
I  should  hope  that  the  matter  might  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  finance.  There  is  no  order 
attached  to  the  report,  and  it  will  carry  the  sub- 
ject with  it.  One  of  the  most  important  questions 
to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  matter  is 
the  subject  of  the  provision  of  the  means  for  car- 
rying out  any  project  for  obtaining  those  two 
areas  for  parks;  and  it  would  seem  that 
the  leference  to  the  Finance  Committee 
with  a  view  to  their  consideration  of  the 
financial  question  would  be  the  most  appropriate 
thing  we  could  do  with  the  subject  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  think  it  is  usual  to  re- 
port a  measure  to  the  Finance  Committee  as  a 
last  step  and  not  as  a  first  one;  and  because  this 
matter  of  parks  has  not  been  considered  at  all,  I 
move  that  the  report  be  printed  and  specially 
assigned  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at 
eight  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed. 

LEGISLATIVE    MATTERS. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24  presented  the  eleventh 
report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Legis- 
ative  Matters.    Placed  on  file. 

ASSESSORS'    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  6,  for  the  Joint  Standing- 
Committee  on  Assessors'  Department,  reported 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  E.  Pierson 
Beebe  to  be  refunded  a  tax  assessed  upon  the  es- 
tate of  Waldo  Maynard,  deceased. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE   VACANCY  IN  THE  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order — That 
a  message  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
inform  them  that  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  Common 
Council,  caused  by  the  death  of  Joseph  Healy  of 
Ward  10.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

HOUSE  OFFAL  IN  WEST  ROXBURY. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5  submitted  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Health  be  and  they  are  hereby 


authorized  to  contract  with  Artemas  Winchester 
for  the  collection  and  removal  of  house  offal  from 
West  Roxbury  for  the  term  of  three  years  from 
May  1,  1880,  at  the  rate  of  $1000  per  annum,  and 
moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  that  the  contract 
might  go  into  effect  on  the  first  day  of  May. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — The  order  is  one 
which  I  do  not  fully  understand.  Does  this  come 
to  us  as  the  recommendation  of   any  committee? 

The  Chair — The  Chair  is  unable  to  state. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5 — It  is  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  on  Health,  and  is  the  custom- 
ary order  which  has  been  passed  in  previous 
years. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order 
that  the  joint  special  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  re- 
lates to  the  celebration  of  the  two  hundred  and 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston 
be  increased  by  adding  thereto  the  President  and 
three  members  of  the  Common  Council,  with  such 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  would  like  to  hear 
the  reason  for  offering  this  order  at  the  present 
time.  The  committee  having  this  matter  in 
charge  propose  to  report  very  soon . 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— The  reason  I  had  for 
offering  the  order  was  this:  The  committee  of 
five — three  Councilmen  and  two  Aldermen — ap- 
pointed at  the  first  of  the  year  have  broken  our 
rules  by  not  making  any  report  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  I  had  supposed,  iu  fact,  that  they  did 
not  exist.  But  beyond  that,  when  the  motion 
was  made  and  a  small  committee  was  appointed, 
I  raised  some  question  about  it  and  was  answered 
that  it  was  intended  to  enlarge  the  committee. 
Soon  after  that  an  informal  excuse  was  made 
that  the  committee  was  waiting  until  they  knew 
how  much  money  was  to  be  put  into  the  tax  levy 
before  they  decided  what  to  do.  The  tax  levy 
has  already  been  passed  two  or  three  weeks, 
and  now  I  think  as  a  matter  of  proprie- 
ty, as  we  have  decided  to  have  a  celebration 
and  voted  $30,000  to  be  expended  thereon,  it  Is 
time  that  a  committee,  which  shall  approximate 
at  least  the  size  of  the  final  committee,  should  be 
appointed  and  started  out.  It  seems  to  me  un- 
reasonable and  unfair  to  suppose  that  a  commit- 
tee of  five  persons  will  lay  out  all  the  programme 
for  a  great  celebration,  and  then,  at  the  last  min- 
ute, come  in  and  recommend  that  the  numbers 
be  increased  to  carry  out  their  plans.  It  seems 
to  me  the  committee  should  consist  of  the  mem- 
bers who  are  hereafter  to  have  the  expenditure  of 
the  money  and  have  an  interest  in  it.  One  other 
reason, — we  have  lost  the  Chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Council,  and  that  of  it- 
self must  very  much  have  disturbed  and  in- 
terfered with  the  plan  of  the  committee.  Because 
it  is  necessary,  as  the  Chair  has  already  done,  to 
fill  up  that  committee,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
proper  occasion  to  lay  the  frame-work  for  the 
large  committee  to  take  the  whole  celebration  in 
charge. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24— As  the  gentleman 
states,  the  committee  did  desire  to  wait  until  the 
appropriation  had  been  passed.  A  meeting-  of 
tue  committee  was  called  for  Tuesday  of  this 
week,  but  the  death  of  one  of  its  members  caused 
us  to  postpone  it;  except  for  that  a  report  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  made  this  evening.  I 
trust  no  action  will  be  taken  until  the  committee 
have  reported.  I  move  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— My  impression  is 
that,  if  the  gentleman  will  study  the  rules,  he  will 
not  only  find  that  the  committee  has  been  dere- 
lict for'  a  number  of  weeks,  but  besides  that,  if 
this  order  is  read  now,  it  will  not  be  considered 
until  the  next  meeting,  as  it  involves  an  expendi- 
ture of  money. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  think  the  committee 
understand  their  business  quite  as  well  as  you 
do. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table,  and  was  declared  carried.  Mr. 
Whitmore  of  Ward  12  doubted  the  vote,  and,  a 
division  being  had,  the  motion  prevailed— 29  for, 
21  against. 

ASSESSMENTS  ERRONEOUSLY  MADE. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order— That  the 
Park  Commissioners  be  and  they  hereby  are  au- 
thorized to  abate  assessments  for  benefit  derived 
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from  the  locating  and  laying  out  of  the  public 
park  on  the  Back  Bay  where  such  assessments 
have  erroneously  been  made. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  "Ward  21—1  will  say  in  brief  ex- 
planation of  the  order  that  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners have  found  one  or  two  instances  in  which 
errors  have  been  made  in  laying  assessments.  In 
illustration  of  my  point  I  might  mention  one  in- 
stance where  an  assessment  for  betterments 
was  laid  upon  one  lot  as  containing  5700 
feet  and  the  committee  afterwards  found 
that  by  the  correct  plan  it  contained  only  about 
3700  feet.  The  order  looks  to  the  Commissioners 
making  an  amendment  whereon  erroneous  assess- 
ment has  been  made  in  the  same  manner  a 
amendments  are  made  by  the  assessors. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

FBEE    CONCERTS. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  "Ward  19  offered  an  order — That 
a  Joint  Special  Committee  be  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  free  concerts  on  the  Common 
and  public  grounds  during  the  summer  months; 
the  expense  attending  the  same,  not  exceeding 
§2000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  In- 
cidental Expenses. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

THE  STEW  SQUABE  IN  DORCHESTER. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— "We  have  succeeded  pret- 
ty well  in  clearing  the  clandar,  and  I  would  now 


move  to  take  the  only  matter  on  the  table  from 
the  table,  namely,  the  order  to  take  from  the  files 
of  last  year  and  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon, etc.,  the  papers  relating  to  the  naming  of 
the  open  space  at  the  junction  of  Bowdoin,  Ad- 
ams and  Church  streets. 

Mr.Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  am  sorry  my  friend 
from  Ward  4  thinks  that  is  the  only  matter  on 
the  table.  It  is  the  only  motion  on  the 
programme,  but  I  think  the  Council  just  voted  to 
lay  a  motion  of  mine  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  expressly  said  the  cal- 
endar which  I  held  in  my  hand.  I  did  not  regard 
the  little  matter  just  tabled  of  any  account. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  trust  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  his  motion  and  let  it  go  over  anoth- 
er week. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  understand  there  is 
some  little  feeling  on  this  matter.  I  don't  know 
where  it  is  exactly,  but  it  is  somewhere  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  suppose  there  is  no  trouble  in  tak- 
ing it  from  the  table  and  referring  it  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  want  it  referred  to 
the  Street  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  withdraw  my  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    26,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Of  Edward  J. 
Fleming,  for  leave  to  run  a  passenger  wagon  from 
Park  square  to  the  excursion  boats. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Of  Cath- 
erine Portunats,  for  edgestones,  98  George  street; 
of  Uriah  H.  Coffin  for  brick  sidewalk  at  256  Com- 
monwealth avenue;  of  Silas  W.  Merrill,  for  brick 
sidewalk  at  125,  127  and  129  Newbury  street;  of 
Ruth  C.  Brown,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  119  Com- 
monwealth avenue;  of  H.  W.  Barnes,  for  brick 
sidewalk  at  316  Marlborough  street;  of  Annie  H. 
Bates,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  318  Marlborough 
street;  of  Laban  Pratt,  for  brick  sidewalk,  Wal- 
nut street;  of  Philenia  Tenney,  for  edgestone  and 
sidewalk  at  26  Langdon  street;  of  Patrick  Murray, 
for  a  change  in  the  location  of  a  telephone  pole 
on  Western  avenue,  near  Walnut  street,  Brighton; 
of  Joshua  L.  Drew  et  al.,  for  flagging  crosswalks 
on  K  street;  of  J.  Henry  Sears  et  al.,  that  the  city 
defray  a  part.of  the  expense  of  watering  Hum- 
phrey street  and  portions  of  Boston  and  Cottage 
streets;  of  J.  H.  Upham  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  the 
city  defray  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  watering  Dud- 
ley and  Stoughton  streets;  of  James  Guild  et  al., 
that  the  city  defray  a  portion  of  the  expense  of 
watering  Washington  street  between  Cliff  and 
Cedar  streets;  of  Joseph  Dorr  et  al.,  that  Ellery 
street,  between  Swett  and  Boston  streets,  be 
graded  and  macadamized;  also  that  edgestones 
be  set  in  said  Ellery  street. 

Remonstrance  of  C.W.  Studley,  trustee,  against 
the  location  of  a  pole  for  telephone  wires  at  the 
corner  of  City  square  aDd  Charles  River  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Servers.  Of  L.  S.  Howard 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Lincoln  street,  Ward  24;  of 
Henry  A.  Cooke  et  al.,  that  the  sewer  in  West 
Canton  street, west  of  Columbus  avenue,  here- 
paired. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets.  Of  Levina  M. 
Mcintosh  for  a  hearing  on  award  of  damages  for 
widening  West  Cottage  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Of  William  Finneron,  for  the  removal 
of  two  trees  from  the  corner  of  Tremont  and 
Downer  streets;  of  Luther  Gilbert  et  al.,  for  the 
removal  of  a  decayed  tree  in  front  of  estates  30- 
34  Perrin  street,  and  the  substitution  therelor 
of  a  rock  maple  tree;  of  Emil  Heidenreich,  for 
the  removal  of  a  tree  from  the  front  of  his  resi- 
dence, 73  Cedar  street;  of  Martin  J.  Connolly,  for 
the  removal  of  two  trees  from  sidewalk  of  122 
Vernon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  £ast  Boston  Ferries.  Of 
Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.  and  eighty-one  others  on 
Washington  street,  for  a  new  landing  lor  the 
East  Boston  ferry  boats;  of  Shepard,  Norwell  & 
Co.  and  forty-three  others  on  Winter  street,  for 
the  same. 

ro  the  Committee  on  Harbor.  Of  Massachusetts 
Humane  Society,  that  iron  ladders  be  attached  to 
the  sea  wall  on  Charles  River  for  the  purpose  of 
aid  in  case  of  accidents. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Of  Joseph  P.  Shaw,  for  leave  to  occupy 
an  old  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Eliot 
street,  corner  of  Eliot  place,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Of  R.  H. 
Stearns  et  al.,  for  the  modification  of  certain  con- 
ditions of  sale  of  certain  lots  on  Union  park  and 
Tremont  street. 

BOND   APPROVED. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Siegfried  Wolffsohn  was 
approved. 

INVITATION     ACCEPTED. 

The  Board  accepted  an  invitation  to  attend  the 
convention  of  the  Yard  Masters'  Mutual  Benefit 
Association. 

THE  MAYOR'S  OFFICE  ON  MEETING  DAYS. 

The  following  communication  was  received 
from  his  Honor  the  Mayor: 

April  26,  1880. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen — As 

the  Aldermen's  ante-room  affords  very  insufficient 

accommodation  to  the  Board  on  the  days  of  its 

session,  I  hereby  offer  them  the  use  of  the  Mayor's 


office  on  such  occasions,  and  hope  the  offer  will 
be  accepted. 

Frederick  O.  Prince, 
Mayor. 
Read  and  accepted,  with   the   thanks  of   the 
Board  for  the  same. 

HEARINGS    POSTPONED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  Board  post- 
poned until  the  next  meeting  hearings  on  pro- 
posed construction  of  a  sewer  in  Downer  avenue, 
280  feet  west  of  Pleasant  street;  on  petition  of  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  to  lay  an  additional 
track  on  Chelsea  street,  Charles'town,  between 
Henley  and  Mt.  Vernon  streets;  on  petition  of 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for  tracks  in  Park, 
Adams  and  Common  streets  and  on  the  east  side 
of  City  square,  and  to  change  the  location  of  other 
tracks  in  City  square;  on  petition  of  J.  S.  Hobbs 
&  Co.  and  others,  that  the  South  Boston  Railroad. 
Company  be  prohibited  from  running  empty  cars 
around  the  block  enclosed  by  Kneeland,  South, 
Beach  and  Federal  streets. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR  FOR  WARD  TWELVE. 

The  election  of  John  Osborne,  Jr.,  as  Second 
Assistant  in  Ward  12,  in  place  of  Richard  F.  Jen- 
nings, chosen  by  the  Board,  came  up  from  the 
Council.  An  election  was  ordered,  and  Aldermen 
Breck  and  Flynn  wsre  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  A  ballot  was  ta- 
ken with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

John  Osborne,  Jr.,  had 4 

Richard  F.  Jennings 7 

And  Mr.  Jennings  was  elected    in   non-concur- 
rence. 

DIRECTOR    FOR    PUBLIC     INSTITUTIONS. 

The  election  of  John  Taylor  as  a  Director  for 
Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Council,  in  place  of  Paul  H.  Kendricken,  chosen 
by  the  Board,  came  up  from  the  Council.  An 
election  was  ordered,  and  Aldermen  Slade  and 
Woolley  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.  A  ballot  was  taken,  with 
the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

John  Tavlor  had 7 

Paul  H.  Kendricken  had 4 

And  John  Taylor  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

TRUSTEES    OF    MT.    HOPE    CEMETERY. 

The  election  of  George  L.  Burt  and  Elbridge  G. 
Knight  as  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  instead 
of  John  A.  Nowell  and  William  P.  Leavitt,  chosen 
by  the  Board,  came  up  from  the  Council.  An 
election  was  ordered,  and  Aldermen  Walbridge 
and  Caton  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.  A  ballot  was  taken,  with 
the  following  result  : 

Whole  number  of  votes Jl 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

George  L.  Burt  had 9 

Elbridge  G.  Knight  had 9 

John  A.  Nowell  had 1 

William  P.  Leavitt  had 3 

And  George  L.  Burt  and  Elbridge  G.  Knight  were 
elected  in  concurrence. 

THE  VACANCY  IN  THE  COUNCIL. 

The  official  notice  of  vacancy  in  the  Common 
Council  caused  by  the  decease  of  Joseph  Healy  of 
Ward  10  was  placed  on  file. 

COMMITTEE  ON  250TH  ANNIVERSARY. 

The  official  notice  from  the  Common  Council  of 
the  appointment  of  Lewis  R.  Tucker  of  Ward  14, 
a  member  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  Mayor's  inaugural  address 
as  relates  to  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniver- 
sary of  the  settlement  of  Boston,  in  place  of  Jo- 
seph Healy,  deceased,  was  placed  on  file. 

PAVING  COMMERCIAL  STREET. 

On  motion  of  AJderman  Flynn  the  Board  recon- 
sidered the  vote  whereby  was  passed  the  order 
for  paving  Commercial  street  at  a  cost  of  $70,000, 
and  the  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

TRUSTEES  OF  CITY    HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Walbridge,  for  the  committee  to 
nominate  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  on  the 
part  of  the  City  Council,  presented  a  report  rec- 
ommending: the  election  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  jDseph  A.Tucker;  from  the  Common 
Council,  John  P.  Hilton.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Walbridge  an  election 
was  ordered.  Aldermen  Walbridge  and  Caton 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
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count  votes.    A  ballot  was  taken  with  the  follow- 
ing result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Joseph  A.  Tucker  had 10 

John  P.  Hilton  had;. 11 

And  Joseph  A.  Tucker  and  John  P.  Hilton  were 
elected.    Sent  down. 

THE  LATE  ALDERMAN  GEORGE  E.  BELL. 

The  Chair — Gentlemen  of  the  Board,  it  is  with 
feelings  of  sincere  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to 
announce  the  death  of  our  late  respected  associ- 
ate, Alderman  George  E.  Bell,  which  occurred  on 
Sunday  afternoon  after  a  short  illness.  Alder- 
man Bell  was  present  at  our  meeting  on  Monday 
last,  in  apparently  good  health,  and  his  sudden 
death  was  entirely  unexpected.  During  the  two 
years  that  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board,  he 
has  been  a  faithful  public  servant,  and  his  official 
life  has  been  marked  by  that  sterling  integrity 
which  was  a  prominent  characteristic  of  the  man 
in  all  the  relations  of  life.  Quiet  and  unpretend- 
ing in  his  manners,  sensible  in  his  views,  a  patient 
and  persevering  worker,  he  has  filled  the  position 
of  Alderman  in  a  manner  highly  satisfactory,  and 
leaves  a  name  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  It  is 
seldom  that  the  City  Government  has  been  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  two  of  its  most  promi- 
nent members  in  the  short  space  of  a  week.  It 
was  only  last  week  that  the  lower  branch  of  the 
City  Council  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
one  of  its  youngest,  most  gifted  and  most  prom- 
ising members,  the  late  Joseph  Healy,  and  we  are 
now  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  our 
most  valuable  and  respected  members,  in  the 
pride  of  life  and  the  full  vigor  of  manhood.  With 
these  brief  remarks  the  Chair  awaits  the  action 
of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Viles — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with  deep 
sorrow  that  I  rise  to  submit  for  adoption  by  the 
members  of  this  Board  resolutions  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  one  of  our  number  who  was  with 
us  but  yesterday,  as  it  seems,  and  occupied  his 
accustomed  seat  in  our  midst,  but  who  has  been 
suddenly  taken  away  by  the  hand  of  death.  A 
week  since  we  were  pained  and  shocked  by  the 
death  of  a  member  of  the  associate  branch  of  our 
City  Council,  and  before  we  have  recovered  from 
the  first  blow  a  second  comes  upon  us  with  re- 
doubled force,  for  one  of  our  own  immediate 
circle  is  called  upon  to  join  the  innumerable 
throng  that  have  gone  before.  It  is  not,  Mr. 
Chairman,  within  the  scope  of  a  few  formal  reso- 
lutions to  express  our  feelings  at  this  time,  either 
as  cherished  for  our  departed  associate  and 
friend,  or  as  called  forth  in  contemplating  this 
sudden  death,  and  events  of  this  kind  that  are 
continually  taking  place  around  us.  The  lesson 
most  forcibly  taught,  and  which  we  do  well  to  lay 
to  heart,  is  the  uncertainty  of  our  mortal  lives. 
We  shall  miss  our  esteemed  companion  from  his 
accustomed  seat;  but  while  we  mourn  the  loss  we 
have  suffered,  there  is  left  the  pleasant  memory 
of  the  geniality  which  marked  his  intercourse 
with  us,  the  fidelity  which  characterized  his  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  position,  and  the  hon- 
orable record  he  leaves  behind  him  as  a  citizen. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions and  orders: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  has  learned  with  pro- 
found  sorrow   the   sudden   death  of  Alderman 


George  E.  Bell,  which  has  occurred  since  its  last 
meeting,  at  which  he  was  present,  full  of  life  and 
hope. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  decease  of  our  associate 
the  city  has  lost  the  services  of  an  industrious, 
conscientious  and  faithful  officer.  Always  punc- 
tual and  attentive  to  his  public  duties,  both  at 
this  Board  and  in  the  committee  room,  he  became 
an  example  to  his  associates,  which  they  tried  to 
follow.  Though  he  was  gentle  in  expression  and 
undemonstrative  in  action,  he  had.  positive 
opinions  on  all  matters  of  public,  interest,  which 
were  conscientiously  held  and  were  therefore  re- 
spected by  all  the  members  of  the  Board,  for  they 
felt  that  his  single  purpose  was  the  promotion  of 
the  welfare  of  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  sudden  decease  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  equally  sud- 
den decease  of  a  member  of  this  Board  within  a 
few  days,  cannot  fail  to  impress  their  surviving 
associates  with  a  sense  of  the  uncertainty  of  life, 
and  to  remind  them  of  the  constant  obligation  of 
so  ordering  their  lives  and  of  conducting  their 
public  duties  as  to  entitle  them  also  to  that  re- 
spect and  affection  which  all  good  citizens  have 
manifested  to  those  who  have  just  passed  away. 

Ordered,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  at 
length  upon  the  records  of  this  Board,  and  that  a 
copy  thereof  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions and  order  be  transmitted  to  the  Common 
Council,  for  the  information  of  that  branch  of 
the  Government. 

Alderman  Slade — Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  the 
fourth  time  that  a  chair  at  this  Board  has  been 
made  vacant  by  the  death  of  one  its  members 
within  the  short  time  that  I  have  been  associated 
here.  All  of  these  gentlemen  came  here  appar- 
ently in  as  good  health  and  as  vigorous  as  any 
man  who  sits  at  this  Board  at  the  present  time.  I 
have  had  a  personal  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Bell 
for  a  great  many  years,  and  I  can  say  with  truth 
that  he  has  always  been  esteemed  by  myself,  as 
well  as  by  his  associates,  as  a  high-minded,  noble 
and  generous  good  man.  It  is  sad  for  us  to  have 
these  occurrences  come  upon  us  so  often,  but  our 
experience  heretofore  has  been  that  we  little 
know  whose  turn  it  will  be  next.  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  did  not  rise  to  make  any  remarks  particularly, 
as  the  good  qualities  of  Mr.  Bell  have  been  stated 
by  yourself  and  by  the  Alderman  who  has  offered 
these  resolutions.  I  simply  rise  to  second  the 
resolutions. 

The  resolutions  and  orders  were  unanimously 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  Alder- 
men   be  a   committee  with  full  powers  to 

make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the  attend- 
ance of  this  Board  at  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Bell, 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed;  and  Aldermen  Viles,  Slade  and  Wal- 
bridge  were  appointed  as  the  committee. 

Alderman  Walbridge  offered  an  order — That 
the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  cause  flowers 
to  be  placed  on  the  desk  of  our  late  associate,  Al- 
derman George  E.  Bell,  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days,  as  a  token  of  our  respect  for  his  memory; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Geotjr*  €.  Bell. 


DEATH  OF  ALDERMAN  GEORGE  E.  BELL. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN,         i 
Monday.  April  26, 1880. J 

Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

The  Chair— Gentlemen  of  the  Board,  it  is  with 
feelings  of  sincere  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to 
announce  the  death  of  our  late  respected  associ- 
ate, Alderman  George  E.  Bell,  which  occurred  on 
Sunday  afternoon  after  a  short  illness.  Alder- 
man Bell  was  present  at  our  meeting  on  Monday 
last,  in  apparently  good  health,  and  his  sudden 
death  was  entirely  unexpected.  During  the  two 
years  that  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board,  he 
has  been  a  faithful  public  servant,  and  his  official 
life  has  been  marked  by  that  sterling  integrity 
which  was  a  prominent  characteristic  ot  the  man 
in  all  the  relations  of  life.  Quiet  and  unpretend- 
ing in  his  manners,  sensible  in  his  views,  a  patient 
and  persevering  worker,  he  has  filled  the  position 
of  Alderman  in  a  manner  highly  satisfactory,  and 
leaves  a  name  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  It  is 
seldom  that  the  City  Government  has  been  callea 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  two  of  its  most  promi- 
nent members  in  the  short  space  of  a  week.  It 
was  only  last  week  that  the  lower  branch  of  the 
City  Council  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
one  of  its  youngest,  most  gifted  and  most  prom- 
ising members,  the  late  Joseph  Healy,  and  we  are 
now  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  our 
most  valuable  and  respected  members,  in  the 
pride  of  life  and  the  full  vigor  of  manhood.  With 
these  brief  remarks  the  Chair  awaits  the  action 
of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Viles — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with  deep 
sorrow  that  I  rise  to  submit  for  adoption  by  the 
members  of  this  Board  resolutions  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  one  of  our  number  who  was  with 
us  but  yesterday,  as  it  seems,  and  occupied  his 
accustomed  seat  in  our  midst,  but  who  has  been 
suddenly  taken  away  by  the  hand  of  death.  A 
week  since  we  were  pained  and  shocked  by  the 
death  of  a  member  of  the  associate  branch  of  our 
City  Council,  and  before  we  have  recovered  from 
the  first  blow  a  second  comes  upon  us  with  re- 
doubled force,  for  one  of  our  own  immediate 
circle  is  called  upon  to  join  the  innumerable 
throng  that  have  gone  before.      It  is  not,  Mr. 


Chairman,  within  the  scope  of  a  few  formal  reso- 
lutions to  express  our  feelings  at  this  time,  either 
as  cherished  for  our  departed  associate  and 
friend,  or  as  called  forth  in  contemplating  this 
sudden  death,  and  events  of  this  kind  that  are 
continually  taking  place  around  us.  The  lesson 
most  forcibly  taught,  and  which  we  do  well  to  lay 
to  heart,  is  the  uncertainty  of  our  mortal  lives. 
We  shall  miss  our  esteemed  companion  from  his 
accustomed  seat;  but  while  we  mourn  the  loss  we 
have  suffered,  there  is  left  the  pleasant  memory 
of  the  geniality  which  marked  his  intercourse 
with  us,  the  fidelity  which  characterized  his  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  position,  and  the 
honorable  record  he  leaves  behind  him  as  a 
citizen. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions and  orders: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  has  learned  with  pro- 
found sorrow  the  sudden  death  of  Alderman 
George  E.  Bell,  which  has  occurred  since  its  last 
meeting,  at  which  he  was  present,  full  of  life  and 
hope. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  decease  of  our  associate 
the  city  has  lost  the  services  of  an  industrious, 
conscientious  and  faithful  officer.  Always  punc- 
tual and  attentive  to  his  public  duties,  both  at 
this  Board  and  in  the  committee  room,  he  became 
an  example  to  his  associates,  which  they  tried  to 
follow.  Though  he  was  gentle  in  expression  and 
undemonstrative  in  action,  he  had  positive 
opinions  on  all  matters  of  public  interest,  which 
were  conscientiously  held  and  were  therefore  re- 
spected by  all  the  members  of  the  Board,  for  they 
felt  that  bis  single  purpose  was  the  promotion  of 
the  welfare  of  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  sudden  decease  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  equally  sud- 
den decease  of  a  member  of  this  Board  within  a 
few  days,  cannot  fail  to  impress  their  surviving 
associates  with  a  sense  of  the  uncertainty  of  life, 
and  to  remind  them  of  the  constant  obligation  of 
so  ordering  their  lives  and  of  conducting  their 
public  duties  as  to  entitle  them  also  to  that  re- 
spect and  affection  which  all  good  citizens  have 
manifested  to  those  who  have  just  passed 
away. 


Ordered,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  at 
length  upon  the  records  of  this  Board,  and  that  a 
copy  thereof  he  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions and  order  be  transmitted  to  the  Common 
Council,  for  the  information  of  that  branch  of 
the  Government. 

Alderman  Slade — Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  the 
fourth  time  that  a  chair  at  this  Board  has  been 
made  vacant  by  the  death  of  one  its  members 
within  the  short  time  that  I  have  been  associated 
here.  All  of  these  gentlemen  came  here  appar- 
ently in  as  good  health  and  as  vigorous  as  any 
man  who  sits  at  this  Board  at  the  present  time.  I 
have  had  a  personal  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Bell 
for  a  great  many  years,  and  I  can  say  with  truth 
that  he  has  always  been  esteemed  by  myself,  as 
well  as  by  his  associates,  as  a  high-minded,  noble 
and  generous  good  man.  It  is  sad  for  us  to  have 
these  occurrences  come  upon  us  so  often,  but  our 
experience  heretofore  has  been  that  we  little 
know  whose  turn  it  will  be  next.  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  did  not  rise  to  make  any  remarks  particularly, 
as  the  good  qualities  of  Mr.  Bell  have  been  stated 


by  yourself  and  by  the  Alderman  who  has  offered 
these  resolutions.  I  simply  rise  to  second  the 
resolutions. 

The  resolutions  and  orders  were  unanimously 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  Alder- 
men   be  a   committee  with  full  powers  to 

make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the  attend- 
ance of  this  Board  at  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Bell, 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed;  and  Aldermen  Viles,  Slade  and  Wal- 
bridge  were  appointed  as  the  committee. 

Alderman  Walbridge  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  cause  flowers 
to  be  placed  on  the  desk  of  our  late  associate,  Al- 
derman George  E.  Bell,  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days,  as  a  token  of  our  respect  for  his  memory ; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


APRIL    39,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions,  etc.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR,  WARD  TWELVE. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  Richard  F. 
Jennings  as  a  Second  Assistant  Assessor  for 
Ward  12,  in  place  of  John  Osborne,  Jr.,  chosen  by 
the  Council,  came  down  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. An  election  was  ordered,  and  Mr.  Child  of 
Ward  17,  Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2  and  Mr. 
Morrison  of  Ward  17  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  A  ballot  was 
taken,  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes - . . 54 

Necessary  for  a  choice 28 

John  Osborne,  Jr  ,  had 28 

Richard  F.  Jennings 26 

And  John  Osborne,  Jr.,  was  declared  elected  in 
non-concurrence. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  moved  for 
a  committee  of  conference.    Lost. 

TRUSTEES  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

The  report  nominating  and  certificate  of  the 
election  of  Alderman  Joseph  A.  Tucker  and  Com- 
mon Councilman  John  P.  Hilton  as  Trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital  came  down  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23,  unanimous 
consent  being  given,  the  rule  was  suspended  and 
an  election  was  ordered,  Messrs.  Lauten  of  Ward 
14,  Williams  of  Ward  11  and  McNamara  of  Ward 
19  being  appointed  to  receive,  sort  and  count 
votes.  A  ballot  was  taken,  with  the  following 
result: 

"Whole  number  of  votes 57 

Necessary  for  a  choice 29 

For  trustee  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men— 

J.  N.  O'Brien  had 1 

Charles  Stetson 1 

Jack  Dick 1 

William  Woolley 7 

Joseph  A.  Tucker 46 

For  trustee  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil— ' 

James  Denny  had 1 

George  Hill 1 

James  Jones 1 

John  P.  Hilton 64 

And  Joseph  A.  Tucker  and  John  P.  Hilton  were 
elected  in  concurrence. 

NOTICE  OF  THE  DEATH   OF    ALDERMAN  BELL. 

The  notice  of  the  death  of  Alderman  George  E. 
Bell,  with  copy  of  resolutions  and  orders  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  April  26,  1880,  came 
down  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— In  accordance  with 
the  precedent  established  on  the  occasion  of 
the  death  of  Alderman  Perkins  in  1878 
I  move  that  the  communication  be  placed 
on  file.  Last  year,  when  we  received 
notice  of  the  death  of  Alderman  Pope,  he 
having  been  so  recently  the  presiding  officer 
of  this  body,  the  usual  custom  was  departed 
from;  but  in  the  preceding  year,  in  the  case  of 
Alderman  Perkins,  the  communication  was  sim- 
ply placed  on  file.  As  we  know,  the  funeral  has 
already  taken  place,  and  the  admirable  resolu- 
tions which  have  been  passed  by  the  other  branch 
seem  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  case, 
and  nothing  remains  for  us  to  do.  I  therefore 
move  that  the  communication  be  placed  on  file. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  G.  W.  Forristall  $48  due  the  late 
Edgar  Whitcomb,  an  employe  of  the  Health  De- 
partment, for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
funeral  expenses  of  the  deceased.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  to  contract  for  and  purchase  articles  re- 
quired tor  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Squares,  and  to  employ  laborers.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 


THE   CITY  FORESTER'S  GREENHOUSE. 

The  order  to  pay  William  Doogue  $1200  for  the 
use  of  his  greenhouse  and  for  furnishing  fuel  and 
pots,  came  up  as  unfinished  business,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  made  a  motion  at 
the  last  meeting  to  have  this  matter  lay  over  one 
week  in  order  that  the  committee  might  be  able 
to  give  us  a  detailed  statement  of  what  this 
money  is  to  be  used  for,  and  I  believe  the  com- 
mittee so  understood  it. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— As  well  as  I  could 
hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward  19,  he  said  the 
matter  had  been  postponed  in  order  that  the 
committee  might  make  some  statement  in  regard 
to  it.  I  intended  to  do  so,  because  there  have 
been  so  many  attacks  made  upon  the  committee 
and  upon  Mr.  Doogue,  the  Superintendent,  that  I 
think  it  lequires  some  explanation.  This  matter 
was  before  the  Council  last  year,  and  was  very 
thoroughly  discussed  then.  To  those  mem- 
bers o?  the  Council  who  were  not  here  at 
that  time  I  will  say  that  in  the  autumn  there 
were  a  certain  number  of  plants  belonging  to  the 
city  in  the  Public  Garden  which,  in  the  previous 
years,  it  had  been  the  custom  to  give  away  at  the 
end  of  the  year;  and  in  the  beginning  of  each 
year  it  was  necessary  to  buy  a  new  stock.  Two 
years  ago  the  custom  was  changed;  and  after 
much  search  for  a  place  to  store  the  plants,  the 
committee  contracted  with  Mr.  Doogue  to  take 
up  these  plants,  store  them  in  his  greenhouse, 
take  care  of  them  during  the  winter,  and  have 
them  ready  to  set  out  last  spring.  The  agreement 
with  Mr.  Doogue  was  that  for  that  work  he  should 
be  paid  $1200.  Out  of  that  he  was  to  pay  himself 
for  coal,  pots,  lumber,  refitting  his  greenhouse 
for  the  purpose  of  storing  the  plants,  and  other 
expenses.  I  have  in  my  hand  here  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  amount  paid  by  Mr.  Doogue 
from  that  appropriation,  and  I  have  seen  the 
vouchers  and  the  checks  for  which  these  bills  were 
paid.  The  two  main  items  were  for  coal  $240.51, 
and  for  pots  nearly  $500.  There  were  43,550 
pots  bought.  For  other  expenses,  for  lumber, 
mason  work,  carpentering  and  piping,  there  was 
paid  a  sum  total  of  $1036.77,  leaving  to  Mr. 
Doogue  as  rental  for  the  winter's  use  of  his  green- 
house only  the  sum  of  $163.23,  which  no  member 
of  this  Council  will  consider  an  extravagant 
amount  for  the  use  of  the  land  and  greenhouse 
which  belonged  to  Mr.  Doogue.  As  an  economi- 
cal operation,  I  think  the  result  of  the  preserva- 
tion of  these  plants,  as  shown  in  the  Public  Gar- 
den last  year,  will  justify  the  co-nmittee.  The 
same  question  arose  last  autumn,  and  although  I 
am  not  a  member  of  the  committee,  I  am  told 
that  the  committee  told  Mr.  Doogue  to  store  the 
plants  in  the  same  manner.  I  have  several  times 
been  up  to  that  greenhouse  and  examined  the 
plants;"  and  though  not  a  florist,  and  not  being 
conversajt  with  plants,  I  think  it  will  be  appar- 
ent ti  any  one  that  there  are  many  thousands  of 
dollars'  worth  of  plants  there.  Certainly,  the 
number  of  plants  is  over  100,000.  Mr.  Doogue 
has  spent  the  winter  in  propagating  from 
these  plants,  so  that  this  spring  he  will 
have  nearly  double  the  number  to  set  out  that  he 
took  out  last  year.  From  one  variety  of  gerani- 
ums alone,  of  which  he  bought  thirty-six  speci- 
mens, he  showed  me  between  500  and  1000  cut- 
tings which  he  had  all  ready  to  set  out  in  the 
grounds  this  year.  For  this  winter's  work  Mr. 
Doogue  has  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket  $909.88. 
For  coal,  $210.87;  for  new  pots,  which  are  required 
for  the  increased  number  of  plants,  $456.31;  and 
there  are  more  pots  to  be  paid  for  out  of  this  ap- 
propriation. Mr.  Doogue,  as  I  have  said,  has  al- 
ready paid  out  of  his  own  pocket  $909.88;  and  he 
expects  to  pay,  as  I  believe,  nearly  $150  for  more 
pots,  which  will  belong  to  the  city  of  Boston; 
which  will  leave  then  to  Mr.  Doogue  as  rent  for 
the  last  winter's  use  of  his  greenhouse  rather  less 
than  what  he  received  last  year,  or  about  $150.  I 
think  a  statement  of  these  facts  will  convince  you 
that  it  has  been  an  economical  thing  for  the  city 
to  engage  in :  and  that  the  results,  as  shown  this 
summer,  will  fully  justify  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  have  no  doubt  that 
the  amounts  given  may  be  correct,  but  for  my 
own  information  1  should  like  to  ask  what  has  be- 
come of  the  flowers  he  has  raised  this  winter  ?  I 
have  not  seen  any,  but  I  presume  the  committee 
will  know  what  he  did  with  the  flowers.  There 
are  so  many  plants,  that  I  presume  there  must 
have  been  some  flowers. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9 — I  suppose  the  gentle- 
man is  as  little  conversant  with  this  matter   as  I 
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was  a  few  months  ago.  If  he  wi.l  go  up  to  that 
greenhouse  and  examine  the  plants,  he  will  see 
that  there  are  very  few  of  them  which  produce 
flowers  in  the  winter.  Mr.  Doogue  trims  them, 
keeps  them  all  back,  cutting  them  down  and 
propagating  from  them  in  order  that  they  may 
produce  flowers  after  he  has  set  them  out  in  the 
public  grounds. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  do  not  see  that  the 
gentleman  has  enlightened  me  any  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  is  the  same  story  that  we  had  last  year. 
In  talking  with  several  experienced  gardeners 
this  week  they  told  me  that  if  this  large  number 
of  pots  have  been  furnished,  the  greenhouse 
would  not  contain  them.  Here  is  a  similar  state- 
ment to  the  one  we  had  last  year,  that  §451  is  ex- 
pended on  pots.  Now,  what  I  want  to  know  is 
this:  how  these  pots  are  disposed  of — whether 
they  are  broken  or  what  becomes  of  them.  A  year 
i  ago,  in  1879 — and  1  think  there  is  nobody  here  who 
will  not  say  that  the  Common  and  public  squares 
looked  as  well  that  year  as  they  did  last— there 
was  expended  something  like  $3300  for  plants. 
Last  year  the  committee  came  in  here  with  a 
statement  that  they  had  $7000  worth  on  hand;  and 
on  looking  over  the  report  of  1880  we  find  that 
between  §3200  and  $3100  was  also  expended; 
making  a  total  of  almost  $11,000  for  flowers.  And 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  has  said,  I  would 
like  to  ask  what  becomes  of  these  flowers.  I 
made  a  statement  here  last  Thursday  night,  and  I 
made  it  because  I  was  requested  to  make  it;  and  I 
make  the  same  statement  here  tonight — that 
these  flowers  are  not  all  used  for  the  benefit  of 
the  city.  Parties  are  willing  to  come  forward 
and  say  that  they  are  propagated  and  disposed  of 
for  Mr.  Doogue's  benefit.  And  I  do  not  hesitate 
at  all  in  standing  up  here  and  telling  that  com- 
mittee that  if  they  will  call  upon  me  I  will  fur- 
nish the  proof.  I  also  hold  in  my  hand  sworn 
statements  of  men  that  are  willing  to  enlighten 
this  City  Council  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  re- 
gard to  what  becomes  of  this  property.  It  is  use- 
less for  any  committee  to  come  here  with  a  white- 
washing statement  and  try  to  make  us  believe 
that  everything  is  as  satisfactory  as  it  can  be 
in  that  department.  The  committee  do  not  give 
me  any  information.  They  say  there  are  so  many 
plants  and  so  many  flowers.  If  any  gentleman 
can  stand  up  and  say  there  were  any  more  plants 
distributed,  even  on  the  Common  last  year,  than 
the  year  previous,  I  would  like  to  hear  that  state- 
ment. The  first  vear  Mr.  Doogue  took  charge  he 
had  $3300  or  $3400.  Last  year  he  had  $11,000.  I 
would  like  to  know  where  it  goes. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5—1  would  like  the  privilege 
of  answering  that  question  if  the  gentleman  will 
give  way. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — Certainly. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5— The  gentleman  says  Mr. 
Doogue  had  $11,000  for  plants  last  year.  I  stand 
here  to  deny  it  in  toto. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — I  will  answer  the  gen- 
tleman. If  he  looks  at  the  report  he  will  find 
these  plants  were  valued  at  $7000.  And  if  he  looks 
at  the  report  for  1880  he  will  find  something  like 
$3300  or  $3400  expended  for  flowers.  1  believe  that 
seven  and  three  inakejten 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5— That  is  slightly  different. 
I  understood  the  gentleman  that  amount  was 
paid.  I  stated  here  one  year  ago  that  in  the  opin- 
ion of  men  we  believed  competent  to  judge  the 
plants  Mr.  Doogue  had  on  hand,  if  bought  at  the 
price  previously  paid,  were  worth  from  $5000  to 
$7000.  The  city  of  Boston  paid  last  vear  less  than 
$3400,  including  the  $1200  paid  Mr.  Doogue,  if  I 
recollect  rightly,  for  plants,  trees,  shrubs  and 
flowers.  In  previous  years  they  have  had  $5000. 
The  increase  in  the  number  of  pots  is  demanded. 
Were  I  at  liberty  and  could  I  have  the  privilege, 
I  would  like  to  pay  a  fair  sum  for  half  of  this  lot 
and  run  the  risk  of  selling  them  and  pay  the  $1200 
myself.  It  would  be  the  best  business  I  should  do 
this  year.  There  is  nothing  in  this  statement  that 
men  will  come  forward  and  swear  that  the  city  is 
not  getting  what  belongs  to  it.  These  men  had 
-all  the  privilege  that  was  necessary  at  the  hear- 
ing in  regard  to  Mr.  Doogue. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— The  committee  did 
not  call  in  anybody  thar,  could  make  a  statement, 
and  I  have  been  told  so  by  the  parties  invited  in 
there.  I  tell  the  gentleman  now  that  I  will  fur- 
nish these  men  at  any  time.  I  have  here  now  a 
statement  sworn  to  before  a  justice  of  the  peace; 
if  the  Council  want  it  read  I  will  read  it  to  them. 
The  gentlemen  had  no  opportunity  to  make  a 
statement  before  the  committee.  This  is  nothing 
that  I  am  particularly  interested  in,  but  I  fee 
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that  I  am  called  upon  to  do  my  duty.  I  have 
made  this  statement  to  the  Council,  and  if  they 
want  any  proof,  they  can  call  on  me  and  I  will 
furnish  it.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity 
for  this  Council  to  appropriate  $1200  and  ge't 
nothing  in  return  for  it.  The  property  belongs  to 
the  city,  and  there  is  no  question, in  my  mind  that 
Mr.  Doogue  ought  to  be  satisfied  to  have  his  pri- 
vafe  business  run  and  paid  for  by  the  city  without 
asking  this  in  addition. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  3—1  have  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  serving  on  this  committee,  and  I  think  now, 
as  I  did  then,  that  this  is  an  exceptionally  profita- 
ble investment  for  the  city.  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass,  and  I  move  that  when  the  vote  is  taken 
it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6—1  am  surprised  that  the 
gentleman  should  take  every  occasion  when  this 
committeee  comes  up  to  make  his  assaults,  not 
only  upon  the  Superintendent,  but  upon  the  com- 
,'inittee.  The  gentleman  does  not  seem  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  given  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9,  or,  to  put  it  in  his  own  words,  he 
has  not  been  enlightened  on  this  matter.  I  do 
not  believe  the  gentleman  can  be  enlightened. 
The  gentleman  has  stultified  himself  completely. 
Last  year  he  voted  against  contract  labor,  and 
this  year  he  is  in  favor  of  giving  this  contract  to 
John  Reardon. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — 1  want  to  inform  the 
gentleman- 
Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  3—1  do  not  give  way. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  from  Ward  19  will 
take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  3—1  suppose  it  is  for  the 
interest  of  the  city  of  Boston  that  some  progress 
should  be  made  in  this  department  every  year.  I 
presume  the  Common  and  public  grounds  will 
look  better  this  year  than  thejr  did  last  year,  just 
as  they  looked  better  last  year  than  tbey  did  in 
1878.  I  suppose  they  will  look  better  every  year 
under  this  very  competent  Superintendent.  I 
think  any  member  of  the  Council  could  do  a  good 
business  by  buying  these  plants  of  Mr.  Doogue 
and  selling  them  off. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Waid  8—1  feel  it  my  duty  to  say 
something  on  this  question,  because  I  have 
been  visited  by  a  gentleman  very  much 
advanced  in  years  and  of  very  good  standing 
who  made  some  complaints  about  this  depart- 
ment. I  went  directly  to  the  Superintendent  and 
told  him  I  had  heard  several  complaints  and  I 
wanted  to  see  for  myself.  He  said  he  would  be 
very  glad  to  show  me  about,  and  did  show  me  all 
over  the  house.  He  showed  me  the  number  of 
plants  and  the  vast  amount  of  care  they  required, 
and  how  one  plant  produces  five  or  six  others  by 
proper  care;  and  convinced  me  in  every  way  that 
this  $1200  was  a  very  small  amount  of  money  for 
the  work  done.  I  admire  tbe  courageous  spirit  of 
my  friend  from  Ward  19  at  not  being  convinced 
by  the  documentary  evidence  produced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9,  because  certainly  if  a 
man  is  willing  to  be  convinced  the  figures  ought 
to  convince  him.  Now  this  matter  has  been  made 
a  matter  of  discussion  in  this  Council  for 
the  last  year,  and  this  assault  has  been 
continually  made  upon  the  Superintendent. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  fair.  I  think  the 
better  way  would  be  to  have  an  investigation  of 
the  matter.  This  method  of  saving  these  plants 
has  been  sustained  by  some  of  the  most  able  men 
in  the  city  of  Boston.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass, 
and  I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered,  and  the 
motion  for  the  yeas  and  nays  prevailed.  The 
order  was  passed— yeas  57,  nays  3— Messrs.  Brint- 
nall,  Kidney  and  Maguire  voting  in  the  negative. 

FREE  CONCERTS. 

The  order  for  a  joint  committee  to  arrange  free 
•concerts  for  the  Common  and  squares,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $2000,  came  up  as  unfin- 
ished business,  the  question  being  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21— It  that  order  is  to  pass, 
it  is  desirable  that  the  concerts  should  be  given 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  and  I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  provision  for  a  special  committee 
and  to  insert  "the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds." 

The  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  question  was 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  would  like  to  know  how 
many  concerts  this  amount  of  money  will  pay  for 
— how  many  in  number. 
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Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— We  had  twenty  con- 
certs last  year. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  would  like  to  ask  by 
what  rule  these  concerts  are  divided. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— Ten  on  the  Common, 
and  the  other  ten  distributed  throughout  the 
city— Charlestown,  South  Boston,  East  Boston, 
the  Highlands  and  Dorchester. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — For  the  information  of 
the  gentleman,  I  will  state  that  South  Boston  had 
about  one  and  a  half  last  year.  It  rained  at  the 
time  of  the  last  concert. 

Mr.  -Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  was  thinking  that  was 
about  what  we  had.  I  think  we  had  one,  and  the 
other  I  have  a  very  faint  recollection  of.  I 
thought  I  would  like  to  understand  how  this 
thing  was  apportioned  off. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24 — I  would  like  to  know  if 
any  are  intended  to  be  given  in  Dorchester. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  suppo6e  these  are  ap- 
portioned by  the  rule  of  division,  and  we  shall  all 
have  one. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  did  n't  know  but  it  was 
by  double  rule  of  three. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— For  fear  this  debate 
may  extend  too  far,  I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered,  and  the 
order  was  passed — yeas  63,  nays  0. 

Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21  moved  to  reconsider. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

WEST  BOXBURY  AND  CITY   POINT  PARKS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  for  the  special 
assignment,  which  was  the  report  recotnniending 
an  appropriation  of  §800,000  for  West  Roxbury 
park  and  $110,000  for  City  Point  park,  and  for  ref- 
erence of  subject  to  Committee  on  Finance  to 
provide  means.    (City  Doc.  61.) 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— This  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks,  as  has  been  noticed  by  those 
who  have  looked  at  it  since  the  last  meeting,  is 
the  unanimous  report  of  the  committee,  urging 
the  importance  of  purchasing  the  land  for 
the  two  proposed  parks,  with  certain  rec- 
ommendations. The  committee  deems  the  sub- 
ject very  important,  and  has  reported  unanimously 
in  favor  of  immediate  action.  But  it  will  be  no- 
ticed that  the  report  does  not  conclude  with  an 
order.  The  committee  have  submitted  no  orders 
in  reference  to  the  subject.  The  matter  stands 
before  us  on  the  printed  report  of  the  committee 
on  this  subject:  and  the  motion  made  by  myself 
at  the  meeting  a  week  ago  is  that  the  report  and 
the  subject  to  which  it  refers  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance;  simply  that  and  nothing 
more.  I  make  this  statement  because  I  think 
there  may  be  a  little  misunderstanding  as  to  the 
step  that  is  proposed  to  be  taken.  In  the  hurried 
manner  in  which  it  came  up  a  week  ago,  without 
the  reading  of  the  report  and  with  the  very  brief 
explanation  on  my  part,  I  think  there  was  an  im- 
pression on  the  part  of  some  that  the  Council 
would  be  committed  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  committee  if  it  allowed  this  reference.  There 
may  be  an  impression  on  the  part  of  some  that  we 
should  enter  on  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
on  its  merits  tonight.  I  hope  that  will 
not  be  done;  and  I  will  state  very 
briefly  my  reasons  for  hoping  that  this  reference 
will  be  allowed.  When  a  matter  of  any  impor- 
tance comes  before  the  City  Government  of  course 
it  is  referred  to  a  committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port upon  the  expediency  of  doing  the  thing  sug- 
gested, or  the  manner  ot  doing  it.  This  matter  of 
the  West  Roxbury  park  and  the  South  Boston 
park  has  come  before  the  City  Government  upon 
petitions,  upon  motions,  upon  reports  of  commit- 
tees and  there  is  an  accumulation  of  papers 
which  has  been  referred  to  the  Park  Committee 
this  last  time,  upon  the  consideration  of  which 
this  report  has  been  submitted.  Now  if  it  is  well 
in  ordinary  cases  to  have  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee before  any  definite,  conclusive  action  is  taken 
on  the  part  ot  the  City  Council,  in  the  case  of 
such  an  important  matter  as  this  I  think  no  harm 
can  come,  at  least,  from  hearing  the  report  of 
more  than  one  committee  upon  that  subject.  If 
I  had  offered  here  the  suggestions  con- 
tained in  this  report  of  the  Park  Commit- 
tee as  a  member  from  Ward  21  simply, 
and  had  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  nobody  would  have  objected,  I  take  it. 
The  Council  would  have  done  me  the  courtesy, 
as  it  does  everybody  the  courtesy,  to  vote  the  ref- 
erence immediately  and  let  the  committee  con- 
sider it.  I  think  this  matter  comes  before  the 
Council  precisely  in  that  way,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception  that   eight  gentlemen  make  the  sugges- 


tion and  ask  its  reference  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee instead  of  one.  By  far  the  most  important 
matter  involved  in  this  subject  is  the  financial 
question.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Park  Committee, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  in  the  opinion  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council,  the  best  way  to  get  at  the 
financial  aspect  of  it  is  to  refer  it  to  the  Finance 
Committee.  Those  are  the  gentlemen  whom  we 
have  set  apart  to  keep  the  run  of  the  finances  of 
the  city.  They  are  the  gentlemen  whom  we  might 
ask  most  properly  whether,  for  instance,  the  pro- 
posed new  Court  House  project  is  in  such  a  stage 
or  is  of  such  a  prospective  magnitude  of 
expense  that  we  cannot  buy  these  parks.  They 
are  the  most  appropriate  persons  for  us  to  ask 
whether  our  limit  of  indebtedness  is  so  nearly 
reached  that  there  is  not  enough  for  us  to  buy 
both.  They  are  the  proper  persons  to  put  any 
question  arising  out  of  the  financial  phase  of  the 
subject  to.  They  are  the  men  we  should  like  to 
have  an  answer  from  before  we  consider  the  sub- 
ject upon  its  merits.  Now  I  do  not  propose  to 
attempt  to  discuss  this  subject  at  all  upon  its 
merits  if  I  can  avoid  it  at  this  time.  I  do  not 
think  we  are  ready  to  consider  it  in  all  its  bear- 
ings tonight.  I  think  by  referring  it  to  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  at  this  stage  we  are  simply 
taking  one  sttp  towards  the  easier  solution  of 
the  question  when  it  does  come  up  on  its  merits. 
I  think  if  looked  at  in  the  aspects  which  I  have 
tried  to  indicate  very  briefly,  the  Council  will 
agree  with  the  sense  of  the  Park  Committee 
that  this  had  better  be  refern-d,  by  a  simple 
motion  of  reference  to  consider  and  report 
upon  this  subject,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
as  it  would  be  referred  to  any  other  committee; 
and  that  this  would  be  a  different  thing  entirely 
than  it  would  be  had  we  appended  orders  to  the 
report,  and  had  those  orders  been  before  us,  and 
then  we  referred  those  orders  to  the  Committee 
en  Finance,  with  instructions  to  provide  the 
means.  That  is  the  point  I  want  to  point  out.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  at  all  necessary  that  the  matter 
should  be  discussed  upon  its  merits,  or  that  the 
council  should  come  to  any  final  conclusion  upon 
the  question  before  it  should  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee  under  these  very  conditions 
which  I  have  spoken  of.  That  rule  is  not  invari- 
ably followed.  I  recollect  some  time  ago  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Broadway  extension  was  referred  tc- 
the  Finance  Committee  before  it  was  discussed 
on  its  merits,  and  I  think  it  has  frequently  oc- 
curred, even  where  orders  are  before  the  Council, 
and  where  v,he  reference  is  with  instructions  to 
provide  the  means.    But  this  is  different. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9 — I  move  that  this  report  be 
laid  on  the  table.  My  reasons  are  these:  I  have 
great  confidence  in  the  capacity  of  the  Committee 
on  Parks,  which  is  so  ably  represented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  21,  to  perform  their  duties, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  refer  this 
matter  to  another  committee  to  do  what  should 
have  been  done,  and  what  I  have  no  doubt  has 
been  done,  by  the  Committee  on  Parks.  It  was 
their  duty  to  consider  the  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, and  they  have  considered  it  and  made  their 
report  upon  that  subject.  Now,  if  we  refer  this 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  we  must 
either  refer  it  to  them  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency again,  which,  as  I  have  said,  appears  tu  be 
quite  unnecessary;  or  we  must  refer  it  to  them  to 
provide  the  means;  and  this  latter  view  appears 
to  be  the  view  which  the  committee  take  in  mak- 
ing their  report.    The  report  closes  as  follows: 

"The  committee,  in  conclusion,  respectfully  rec- 
ommend that  an  appropriation  of"  $910,000  be 
made  for  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  West  Rox- 
bury and  City  Point  parks,  and  that  the  Finance 
Committee  be  requested  to  provide  the  means." 

That  is  the  report  which  is  signed  by  all  the 
members  of  the  committee.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  we  refer  that  report  to  that  committee,  we 
shall  be  taking  a  step  in  that  direction,  and  that 
direction  only— the  direction  of  requesting  that 
committee  to  provide  the  means  to  carry  out  a 
project  which  we  approve.  I  do  not  think  the 
Council  is  now  in  position  to  do  that.  This  is  a 
very  important  matter.  The  cost  is  enormous. 
We  have  approached  very  nearly  the  limit  of  our 
borrowing  power.  The  amount  that  we  can  bor- 
row is,  I  think,  somewhere  near  $800,000  or  $900,- 
000:  and,  as  is  well  known,  the  committee  of  the 
Aldermen  to  whom  the  subject  of  selecting  land 
for  a  new  Court  House  was  referred  have  already 
reported  upon  the  matter,  and  it  is  probable  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  soon  take  some  action 
upon  that  important  business.  Now,  it  seems  to  me 
that  providing  a  new  Court  House  for  the  city 
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stands  on  entirely  different  ground  from  providing 
a  park;  one  is  a  matter  of  necessity,  a  matter 
which  we  cannot  avoid;  the  other  is  a  luxury.  A 
park  may  he  ever  so  desirable,  and  yet  I  think  ev- 
ery one  will  concede  that  we  can  get  along  per- 
fectly well  without  it.  We  always  have  got  along 
without  it,  and  I  do  not  think  anybody  will  pre- 
tend we  cannot  get  along  without  it  now.  It  is  dis- 
tinctly a  luxury  instead  of  a  necessity.  Now, 
when 'we  have  a  necessity  coming  before  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  of  the  city,  this  question  of 
providing  land  for  a  Court  House,  which  it  is 
probable  will  nearly  if  not  wholly  exhaust  the 
amount  which  the  city  by  law  can  raise  by  loan, 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  an  improper  time  for 
us  to  refer  any  scheme  to  the  Finance  Committee 
for  their  opinion  before  that  Court  House 
project  has  been  settled.  If  we  refer 
this  to  the  Finance  Committee  now,  this 
will  be  the  only  matter  before  tliem.  The  subject 
of  taking  land  for  a  Court  House  is  not  before 
them  in  any  way  and  they  will  have  to  consider 
how  they  shall  provide  the  means  for  this.  Now, 
I  merely  propose  that  the  matter  shall  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  when  the  Aldermen  have  taken 
action  in  regard  to  this  other  matter  of  the  Court 
House,  and  that  shall  come  before  the  committee, 
it  may  then  be  proper  to  refer  this  matter  to 
them  in  order  to  see  whether  they  can  provide  the 
means  for  both  of  them  in  case  the  City  Govern- 
ment will  look  favorably  on  this  proposed  park. 
I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  the  merits  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  I  am  quite  unprepared  to  do  so;  but 
there  was  one  consideration  which  is  suggested 
to  me  by  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  it 
seems  to  me  may  properly  he  mentioned, 
because  it  applies  to  the  financial  feature  of  the 
subject.  The  committee  suggest  that  this  would 
probably  be  a  profitable  land  speculation  for  the 
city — making  this  park  in  West  Roxbury.  In  sup- 
port of  that  view,  they  cite  the  case  of  the  Back 
Bay  park,  which  is  called  by  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners the  Back  Bay  Improvement.  Now,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  committee  in  trying  to  draw 
this  analogy  are  going  upon  mistaken  ground. 
Nothing  could  be  more  different  than  the 
two  cases.  The  case  '  of  the  Back  Bay  park 
is  this:  There  was  a  portion  of  territory 
there  which  could  not  be  used  for  any  useful 
purpose.  It  was  a  mud  hole,  and  an  offensive 
mud  hold;  it  was  a  nuisance.  It  was  of  such  a 
nature  that  it  could  not  be  filled  properly  for 
building  purposes.  Besides  that,  Muddy  River 
and  Stony  Brook  ran  through  it.  The  problem 
was  to  do* something  with  it.  It  was  in  such  a 
state  that  property  around  it  was  impaired 
in  value  by  its  existence;  and  the  Back 
Bay  improvement  or  Back  Bay  park  was  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  that  nuisance  and  making 
the  best  possible  use  of  land  which  could  not  be 
used  in  any  other  way.  The  city  got  no  return 
whatever  from  that  property  and  probably  never 
would  have  done  so  if  the  Back  Bay  park  scheme 
had  not  been  proposed  and  adopted.  The  result 
has  been  that  the  neighboring  lands  have  risen  so 
greatly  in  value  that  the  Back  Bay  Improvement 
is  said  to  have  so  far  already  paid  for  itself,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  end  it  will  be  a  pecu- 
niary gain  to  the  city.  But  the  case  of  the  West 
Roxbury  park  is  quite  the  reverse.  We  do  not 
propose  to  make  any  improvement  there  at  all.  In 
fact,  I  understand  the  committee  to  say  that  this 
is  already  a  beautiful  place;  that  it  has  such 
natural  advantages  that  nothing  would  have  to 
be  done  to  it  to  make  a  park  of  it. 

The  gentleman's  time  having  expired  under  the 
rule  allowing  ten  minutes  for  debate  on  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more  of  Ward  12,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  Mr. 
Swift  was  allowed  to  proceed, 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  thank  the  Council  for 
their  courtesy.  I  have  only  one  word  more  to 
say.  I  only  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  committee  in  their  report  state  this: 

"The  land,  which  is  at  present  owned  by  a  few 
persons,  will  soon  be  lequired  for  building  pur- 
poses. It  is  understood  that  plans  have  already 
been  prepared  for  dividing  the  property  and 
putting  it  upon  the  market.  The  revival  of  build- 
ing operations  and  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city 
in  that  direction  will  soon  create  a  demand  for 
building  lots,  and  the  value  of  the  property  will 
be  greatly  enhanced." 

So  it  appears  that  if  we  leave  this  property 
alone  it  will  be  greatly  enhanced  in  value.  So 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  is  quite  a  different  thing 
from  the  Back  Bay  improvement.  Here  is  proper- 
ty which  is  valuable,  which  is  going  to  be  built  on , 


which  will  give  this  city  an  annual  return  in  taxes. 
I  only  suggest  this  consideration  upon  the  financial 
view  of  the  subject.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  material. 
We  have  not  only  got  to  pay  an  immense  sum  for 
this  property,  in  the  first  place,  but  the  city  has 
afterwards  got  to  lose  the  taxes  which  it  would 
otherwise  receive  from  the  house  lots  which 
would  be  made  out  of  that  park,  were  it  not  taken 
by  the  city  for  a  park.  So  I  really  think  the  com- 
mittee have  made  a  great  mistake  in  trying  to 
present  this  case  as  analogous  to  the  Back  Bay 
improvement.  I  do  hope  that  the  matter  will  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  in  order  that  we  can  take 
time  to  consider  it,  and  we  can  afterwards  refer  it 
to  the  Finance  Committee  when  we  shall  have  had 
time  to  discuss  the  question  on  its  merits,  if  after 
discussion  we  decide  to  adopt  the  plan. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  must  remind  the  Council 
that  gentlemen  must  confine  their  debate,  not  to 
the  merits  of  the  question,  but  to  giving  reasons 
why  it  should  or  should  not  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— I  simply  wish  to  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  that  he  should 
withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  upon  tlie  table  at  the 
present  time,  as  debate  can  be  extended  indefi- 
nitely one  way  or  another,  because  I  desire  to 
offer  a  substitute  in  the  way  of  an  amendment  to 
the  order,  and  wish  to  give  my  reasons  briefly  for 
it;  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  will,  of 
course,  cut  off  the  motion  to  amend.  The  gen- 
tleman can  renew  his  motion,  but  I  hope  he  will 
let  the  debate  go  on. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  will  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion, with  the  privilege  of  renewing  it  at  a  later 
stage. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— Then  1  object  to  its  being 
withdrawn.    The  motion  can  be  voted  down. 

The  Chair — The  motion  cannot  be  withdrawn, 
objection  having  been  made. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  motion 
to  lay  upon  the  table  will  not  prevail  at  this  time, 
because  it  has  the  effect  to  cut  off  all  debate.  I  do 
not  wish  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  Council 
at  the  present  time,  but  I  wish  to  offer  a  substi- 
tute, which  will  go  into  the  main  merits  of  the 
matter  at  least. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  hope  the  motion  will 
not  prevail.  If  the  matter  had  stood  in  the  light 
of  a  report,  accompanied  by  an  order  for  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means,  I 
should  have  been  willing  then  tu  lay  it  upon  the 
table;  but  standing  as  it  does  now,  a  simple  refer- 
ence to  a  committee,  it  does  not  bind  the  Coun- 
cil to  any  method  of  action  whatever. 
The  Council  simply  says,  by  the  refer- 
ence, that  it  will  have  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  upon  the  subject.  It  seems  to  me 
that  is  about  the  best  disposition  that  can  be 
made  of  it. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion 
will  prevail,  not  only  for  the  very  good  reason 
already  given,  but  also  that  we  may  hear  from 
the  Park  Commissioners  in  regard  to  the  Arnold 
Arboretum.  I  cannot  see  why  the  Arboretum 
should  not  be  as  good  a  park  as  any  other.  It 
will  certainly  be  a  beautiful  place,  and  will  do 
away  with  the  necessity  of  expending  $800,000  for 
this.  The  commissioners  will  probably  report  in 
a  week  or  two  weeks.  I  'shall  offer  orders  this 
evening  for  them  to  report  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  only  wish  to  say  that  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  has  misun- 
derstood me.  I  do  not  wish  to  have  this 
laid  upon  the  table,  because  I  think  it 
necessarily  commits  the  Council.  I  think  it  is  an 
improper  time  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  because  if  we  refer  it  to  thein  now  they 
have  got  to  look  at  this  matter  and  no  other. 
The  Court-house  project  is  not  before  them,  and 
I  think  we  should  delay  this  until  it  can  properly 
be  considered  by  the  committee.  I  think  the 
suggestion  about  the  Arnold  Arboretum  is  also  a 
very  proper  one. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  what  the 
Committee  on  Finance  can  do.  It  is  perfectly 
proper  for  that  committee  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject of  a  new  Court  House,  or  any  other  subject, 
that  is  liable  to  come  before  the  City  Govern- 
ment in  its  bearing  upon  the  finances  of 
the  city.  They  have  the  right  to  con- 
sider all  subjects,  whether  they  are  be- 
fore them  or  not.  So  far  as  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  is  concerned,  if  this  matter  is  referred 
to  a  committee  it  does  not  prevent  the  Park  Com- 
missioners from  making  their  report.  The  com- 
mittee can  keep  this  as  long  as  they  think  proper, 
look  upon  it  in  all  its  bearings  and  report  when 
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they  see  fit;  then  we  can  determine  what  we  will 
do  with  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  this  motion 
will  not  prevail.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9, 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  consumed  all 
the  time,— unintentionally,  of  course,  not  think- 
ing of  the  application  of  the  rule; — I  think  on 
both  sides  we  ought  to  have  a  chance  to  hear 
something  about  it,  and  for  that  reason  I  hope  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  will  be  lost. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that  laying 
on  the  table  is  a  pretty  safe  thing  to  do,  because 
it  can  be  taken  up  at  any  time  by  a  majority  vote. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  have  been  waiting  for 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  to  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table  until  we  find  what  amount  has  been  ap- 
propriated for  harbor  defences.  It  will  be  about 
as  necessary  as  some  of  the  suggestions  that 
have  been  made.  The  Arnold  Arboretum  matter 
stands  on  its  own  merits.  It  will  be  a  very  beau- 
tiful thing  if  accomplished  after  the  method  pro- 
posed. It  will  give  the  city  partial  use  of  a  very 
pleasant  spot  of  ground,  taken  care  of  by  good 
hands.  But  it  will  not  be  a  park.  It  has  no  con- 
nection with  this  park  or  any  park  that  the  city 
of  Boston  should  take.  But  I  do  not  wish  to  dis- 
cuss this  question  upon  its  merits.  I  hope  that 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  t?ble  will  not  prevail, 
for  two  or  three  reasons.  I  would  like  to 
have  this  subject  out  of  the  way,  so 
that  the  subject  which  is  so  distressing 
my  friend  from  Ward  9— the  Court-house  ques- 
tion—can command  all  our  attention.  It  is  so 
important  that  this  Council  should  be  taken  up 
with  the  thought  of  the  Court-house  question, 
which  the  Aldermen  have  in  hand;  that  if  we 
just  refer  this  to  a  committee  it  will  be  nicely  out 
of  the  way,  and  we  can  consider  that  or  anything 
else.  To  speak  more  directly  to  the  point,  how- 
ever, this  matter  of  a  park  has  been  before  the 
City  Council  constantly,  almost,  ever  since  last 
fall;  in  fact,  it  has  been  before  the  Council  ever 
since  1876;  and,  particularly  in  the  form  in  which 
it  comes  up  now,  it  has  been  before  the  Council 
for  a  long  time.  It  is  late  now  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  and  very  soon  we  come  to  vacation — a 
long  time  when  we  shall  not  take  up  these  large 
questions  or  do  anything  with  them.  This  is  a 
question  that  after  it  has  been  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, if  it  should  chance  to  be  reported  upon 
favorably  by  the  Finance  Committee,  will  then  be 
debated     perhaps     several     weeks     before    we 

fet  to  a  decision  upon  it.  It  is  very  desirable 
hat  it  should  be  taken  up  in  the  first  part  of  the 
year,  for  we  all  know  how  impossible  it  is  to  take 
up  and  act  upon  any  large  subject  during  the  last 
months  of  the  year.  If  we  would  avoid  the  trou- 
ble we  had  last  year  with  this  very  question,  we 
should  take  it  up  now  before  the  summer  vaca- 
tion and  have  it  disposed  of. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  offer  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Public  Parks  be  instructed  to  report  the  neces- 
sary orders  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  land  for 
a  park  at  City  Point  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed 
$110,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  of  the 
city  of  Boston  be  requested  to  furnish  a  state- 
ment of  the  advisability  of  taking  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  under  the  provisions  of-  chapter  144 
of  the  Acts  of  1880,  the  cost  of  so  doing  and  of 
maintaining  the  same  hereafter. 

The  Chair— The  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  is  to  com- 
mit,— the  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  is  to  amend. 
The  motion  to  amend  is  out  of  order,  as  the  mo- 
tion to  commit  takes  precedence. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — Under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed,  owing  to 
the  peculiar  position  which  the  Committee  on 
Parks  has  taken,  I  am  placed  at  a  disadvantage. 
I  propose  to  speak  uoon  the  question  of  commit- 
ment to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  hope  that 
motion  will  be  refused,  for  two  reasons.  If  we 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  we  must  desire 
one  of  two  things — either  to  know  how  the  city 
stands  financial  h  ,  or  what  the  committee  thinks 
of  the  advisability  of  spending  money  for  parks. 
It  has  already  been  pointed  out  that  the  commit- 
tee is  not  likely  to  take  any  responsibility  in  re- 
gard to  the  advisability  of  establishing  parks; 
that  will  rest  with  the  entire  Council.  But  I  pro- 
pose to  show  that  it  is  totally  unnecessary  to 
bother  the  Finance  Committee  to  find  out 
how  we  stand  at  the  present  time.  We 
have  fortunately  a  city  officer  whose  busi- 
ness    it     is     to     inform     us     all,     whenever 


we  ask  him,  as  to  the  financial  condition 
of  the  city,  and  that  is  the  Auditor.  Well, 
Mr,  President,  I  went  to  the  Auditor  today,  and 
inquired  of  him.  The  Mayor's  address  gives  us 
just  the  facts  and  figures  which  we  want.  On  the 
first  day  of  January,  as  he  points  out,  there  was 
$1,234,000,  which  was  the  borrowing  power  of  the 
city.  We  have  used  of  that  some  $300,000  or 
more;  and  today  the  Auditor  tells  me  the  city  has 
just  $914,000  which  it  can  use  for  the  purposes  of 
future  loans.  Still,  sir,  that  is  not  the  worst  of  it. 
I  made  some  further  inquiries  so  as  to  be  able  to 
satisfy  myself  how  and  why  we  were  in  that  posi- 
tion. We  are  a  great  deal  worse  off  than  that  in 
some  respects.  All  members  of  the  Council  may 
not  understand  how  we  arrive  at  the  limit  of  the 
borrowing  power  of  the  city.  Under  the 
act  of  1875,  generally  speaking,  no  city  can 
borrow  more  than  three  per  cent,  of  its  assessed 
value;  but  also  in  1875  they  were  allowed — those 
cities  which  had  borrowed  to  the  extent  of  more 
than  two  per  cent,  of  their  valuation — to  add  one 
per  cent,  of  the  then  assessed  valuation  on  the 
1st  day  of  May,  1875.  In  that  year  we  had  al- 
ready loans  outstanding  which  amounted  to 
about  two  and  one-quarter  per  cent,  of  the  valua- 
tion on  the  1st  day  of  May.  The  one  per  cent, 
amounted  to  seven  million  nine  hundred  and 
odd  thousand  dollars  more,  nearly  $8,000,000. 
That  was  on  the  highest  valuatio  n  we  have  had 
for  a  long  time.  The  valuation  then  was  nearly 
$800,000,000.  This  year  it  will  not  exceed  $630,000,- 
000.  What  was  the  result?  We  began  with  this 
balance  of  nearly  $8,000,000,  out  of 
which  we  could  form  loans,  and  we 
have  gone  on  until  we  have  got  $914,000, 
which  is  the  extreme  limit.  After  we  have  spent; 
that  we  can  only  fall  back  upon  the  three  per 
cent,  limit.  In  the  first  place  I  should  say  that 
when  we  had  completed  our  loans  our  loan  will 
stand  at  $27,000,000  net;  and  the  value  of  the  city 
being  $630,000,000,  the  three  per  cent,  would  he 
only  $18,900,000.  In  other  words,  we  are  $8,000,000 
or  $9,000,000  over  our  borrowing  power  under  the 
three  per  cent,  clause.  Now,  after  we  have  used 
up  tnis,  we  will  not  be  able  to  borrow  a  dollar 
until  we  have  received  by  taxes  or  by  the  slow 
process  of  the  Sinking  Fund  money  to  pay  about 
$6,000,000  of  our  debt,  or  until  the  total  valuation 
of  the  city  has  been  raised  fifty  per  cent, 
on  its  present  valuation.  That  is  why  I 
say  we  are  a  great  deal  worse  off  than  we 
sometimes  think.  I  think  I  am  within  the 
bounds  of  any  reasonable  probability  when 
I  say  that  for  six  years  from  the  present  time 
we  shall  not  be  in  a  position  under  the  three  per 
cent,  vote  to  borrow  money  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever; every  cent  we  intend  to  spend  we  have  got 
to  raise  by  direct  taxation.  I  am  confident  that  I 
have  obtained  the  facts  about  this  matter,  and  I 
think  the  Finance  Committee  will  bear  me  out. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  understood  by  the  or- 
der that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  put  in  that 
he  wanted  the  committee  to  report  some  way  to 
borrow  money.  Now,  if  we  cannot  borrow  one 
cent,  how  do  you  propose  to  borrow  $110,000? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  am  very  unfortu- 
nate in  not  explaining  so  as  to  be 
understood  that  there  is  $914,000  on  which 
we  can  borrow.  If  the  Finance  Co  nmittee 
authorize  a  loan  of  $110,000  it  does  seem  to  ine  we 
shall  have  money  left. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  understood  the  gentle- 
man to  be  demonstrating  that  in  going  into  the 
valuation  of  what  we  should  be  under  this  next 
estimate  we  should  not  have  authority  to  raise 
any  money. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  am  glad  to  have 
the  gentleman  interrupt  me,  because  I  want  to 
have  this  matter  in  such  shape  that  the  Council 
can  understand  it.  If  a  gentleman  of  the  mental 
culture  of  my  friend  from  Ward  4  cannot  under- 
stand it,  of  course  there  may  be  others  in  the 
same  position,  and  I  therefore  must  explain  my- 
self a  little  further.  Under  the  special 
clause  we  had  the  right  to  borrow  $8,000,- 
000,  of  which  we  have  borrowed  all  but 
$914,000.  That  $914,000  I  was  endeavoring  to 
point  out  must  last  us  for  the  next  six  years,  be- 
cause it  will  be  at  least  six  years  before,  under 
the  general  rule  of  three  per  cent.,  we  shall  be 
able  to  borrow.  After  we  have  spent  this  $914,000, 
instead  of  three  per  cent.,  it  will  be  four  and  a 
quarter  per  cent,  of  our  valuation,  that  we  are  in 
debt  today;  and  until  we  have  either  enormously 
increased  our  valuation,  or  by  direct  taxation  re- 
duced our  debt,  we  shall  not  be  able,  under  the 
three  per  cent,  rule,  to  borrow  any  money. 
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Mr,  Coe  of  Ward  23— Will  the  gentleman  give 
way  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Certainly. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— Before  lie  goes  on  with  his 
argument  I  would  like  to  set  him  right,  because 
he  may  go  on  upon  a  wrong  basis.  He  is  correct  in 
regard  to  the  $914,000  balance  we  have  left  under 
the  one  per  cent,  clause.  That  one  per  cent, 
clause,  as  he  has  said,  gave  us  something  like 
$8,000,000  that  we  could  borrow.  We  have  bor- 
rowed already  up  to  within  §914,000  under  the  one 
per  cent,  clause,  and  when  that  is  exhausted,  as 
he  says,  we  then  recur  to  thiee  per  cent.  But 
how  shall  we  stand  under  the  three  per  cent, 
clause?  That  is  the  point  in  question.  The 
amount  of  debt  authorized  and  issued  by  the  city, 
excluding  the  water  debt  and  deducting  the  sink- 
ing fucds  is  today  about  $18,610,000.  The  water 
debt  is  not  to  be  taken  into  account  in  this  compu- 
tation at  all.  Suppose  we  issue  this  $914,000  which 
we  have  the  right  to  issue;  our  net  debt  will  then 
be  $19,524,000,  as  I  figure  it.  Now  then,  if  our  val- 
uation for  this  year  should  be  $630,000,000,  the 
three  per  cent,  clause  would  allow  us  a  net  debt  of 
$18,900,000.  I  name  $630,000,000  because  that  is 
the  estimate  made  by  the  Auditor  as  to  what  our 
probable  valuation  will  be  this  year;  last  year  it 
was  $613,000,000.  Suppose  it  be  $630,000,000,  our  debt 
mav  amount  to  $18,900,000.  We  have  assessed  foi 
the' Sinking  Fund  this  year  $592,000.  That  will  go 
into  the  Sinking  Fund  the  1st  day  of  next  Decem- 
ber; it  is  available  this  year,  but  not  available 
this  moment.  There  will  probably  be  paid  in,  in 
betterments  from  the  Back  Bay  park  and  from 
other  sources— I  should  say,  within  bounds,  $300,- 
000.  I  should  not  like  to  be  committed  fully  to 
these  figures,  but  I  think  I  have  named  a  sum  be- 
low what  they  will  amount  to.  That  will  give  us, 
say  at  the  end  of  the  year,  $19,792,000,  so  that  at 
the  end  of  the  year  we  shall  then  have  a  balance 
of  about  $268,000  that  we  can  borrow,  and  also  the 
$914,000.  So  it  is  not  so  bad  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  represented.  We  shall  there- 
fore come  out  pretty  nearly  square  at  the  end  of 
this  year,  provided  we  exhaust  this  $914,000,  and 
our  valuation  amounts  to  $630,000,000.  That  Is 
about  as  I  make  it,  and  I  think  I  am  correct;  I  am 
very  confident  that  I  am.  Should  the  valuation 
exceed  or  fall  below  $630,000,000  it  will  affect  che 
amount  we  may  borrow  to  the  extent  of  three  per 
cent,  upun  such  excess  or  deficiency  of  valuation. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  am  very  glad  to 
have  the  explanation  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  because  it  shows  that  the 
committee  have  substantially  the  same  view  that 
I  had,  only  I  was  endeavoring  to  state  it  in  round 
numbers.  We  can  go  on  and  spend  our  $914,000, 
and  when  that  Is  gone  that  is  for  the  present  the 
limit  of  our  borrowing  power.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  referred  as  I  think  erroneously  to 
the  condition  in  which  the  Court  House  matter 
stands.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  the  matter 
had  been  reported  upon  by  the  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  As  I  understand  it,  the  com- 
mittee has  not  finally  decided  upon  any  place, 
and  therefore  the  matter  is  not  before 
them.  But  we  are  in  a  worse  position 
in  regard  to  that,  because  that  money  is  vir- 
tually pledged  for  it.  If  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  act  before  the  first  of  December 
and  take  the  land,  the  money  of  course  must  be 
forthcoming;  andif  they  do  not  act  before  the  first 
day  of  December  the  Supreme  Court,  by  the  law 
passed  this  year,  is  to  go  on  to  take  the  land.  So 
that,  as  I  understand  the  matter,  an  amount 
which  cannot  be  less  than  $750,000  is  absolutely 
pledged  at  the  present  time.  For  that  reason  I 
claim  that  we  have  no  longer  any  funds  over 
which  we  can  exercise  any  control.  In  offering 
my  order  for  the  park  in  South  Boston  I  did  it  for 
the  reason  that  the  park  is  much  smaller,  the  ap- 
propriation would  be  less  and  would  be  within  the 
amount  of  money  which  we  can  spend.  Moreover, 
it  is  an  expenditure  which  is  not  going  to  commit 
the  city  to  a  great  expense  hereafter  to  carry  out 
the  plan.  I  hope,  for  the  reasons  I  have  given, 
that  the  motion  to  commit  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  think  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  certainly  con- 
vinced me  that  this  matter  ought  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  He  made  a  statement  in 
the  first  place  of  the  finances  of  the  city,  and  then 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  made  a  statement 
entirely  different.  Now,  then,  if  this  matter  is 
referred  the  committee  will  give  us  a  full  report — 
what  the  actual  position  of  the  city  is  in  regard  to 
its  borrowing  capacity,  how  much  debt  we  have, 
how  much  we  are  likely  to  have.    Furthermore, 


under  this  reference  the  committee  can  give  us 
the  position  of  the  city  with  regard  to  the  new 
Court  House,  how  much  money  is  pledged  for  it, 
and  whether  we  should  go  on  with  the  South  Bos- 
ton park  or  the  West  Roxbury  park  or  both. 

Mr  Greenough  of  Ward  9  moved  to  amend  the 
committee's  report  by  adding  the  words  "and 
that  they  be  requested  to  report  a  statement  of 
the  financial  condition  of  the  city  at  the  present 
time." 

The  Chair— I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  gentleman 
that  the  motion  to  amend  the  report  cannot  be 
entertained  at  this  time.  The  question  now  be- 
fore the  Council  is  on  referring  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  gentleman 
will  allow  me  to  suggest  that  if  he  will  offor  that 
amendment  to  the  motion  to  refer  it  will  be  with- 
out objection. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  make  that  motion* 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  reduce  his  mo- 
tion to  writing. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  would  inquire  if 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair  is  that  such  an  amend- 
ment can  be  made? 

The  Chair — The  Chair  does  not  know  what  the 
amendment  is.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
flie  motion  can  be  entertained  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion to  commit  by  adding  with  instructions. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  this  subject  until  the 
next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  motion  will 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Will  the  Chair  he 
kind  enough  to  state  what  the  question  will  be? 

The  Chafr — The  main  question  will  be  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21,  to  refer  to  the 
committee  with  the  right  to  have  first  the  vote 
upon  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Greenough. 
of  Ward  9  to  add  with  instructions. 

Mr.  Whitmore  or  Ward  12— Do  I  understand 
that  the  gentleman  was  allowed  to  offer  his  mo- 
tion. 

The  Chair  —  Mr.  Greenough  first  offered  to 
amend  the  report,  which  the  Chair  ruled  out  of 
order.  He  then  offered  to  amend  the  motion  to 
commit  with  instructions,  and  that  the  Chair  en- 
tertained. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  Chair — The  question  is  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  believe  I  can  now  ac- 
cept that  amendment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17 -Will  the  Chair  have  the 
kindness  to  state  the  question  ? 

The  Chair— The  Chair  was  about  to  read  the  mo- 
tion as  now  before  the  Council :  That  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Parks  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  etc.,  with  these  words  added, 
"and  that  they  be  instructed  to  accompany  their 
report  with  a  statement  of  the  financial  condition 
of  the  city  at  the  present  time." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  commit  with  instructions  was 
carried— yeas  35,  nays  24— as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Barry,  Blake- 
more,  Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Christal,  J. 
Doherty,  Donahoe,  Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisher, 
Greenough,  Hancock,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten, 
Lovell,  Maguire,  McNamara,  Morrison,  Nason, 
O'Dowd,  Parkman,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  H.  N.  Saw- 
yer, N.  Sawyer,  Sweetser,  Tucker,  Viles,  Ward, 
Williams,  Wyman — 35. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Austin,  Bigelow,  Child,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Cronin,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty, 
Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Freeman,  Howard,  Kidney, 
McLaughlin,  Murphy,  Perkins,  Pray,  Sibley, 
Sweeney,  Jr.,  Swift,  Taylor,  Welch,  Wharton,. 
Whitmore— 24. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Brintnall,  Coe, 
Denney,  Devme,  Hart,  Hollis,  Kendricken,  I.ane, 
Rogers,  Shepard,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Wheeler — 12. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  moved  to  reconsider. 
Lost. 

THE  ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  that  he  might  offer  the  two  orders  to  which 
he  had  referred.  The  motion  was  declared 
carried. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  doubted  the  vote,  and 
a  division  being  had  the  motion  prevailed— 41  for, 
9  against. 

Mr.  Freeman  then  offered  an  order— That  the 
Broadway  Park  commissioners  be  requested  ta 


COMMON       COUNCIL 


report,  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible  what  terms 
can  be  made  with  the  president  and  fellows  of 
Harvard  College,  and  what  action  they  recom- 
mend under  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  1880, chapter 
144,  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  connection  of 
the  Arnold  Arboretum  with  the  system  of  parks 
of  the  city  of  Boston. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

OWNERS  OF  WEST   EOXBUEY  PARK. 

Under  the  same  suspension  of  the  rules  Mr. 
Freeman  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Coinmission- 
ners  be  requested  to  report  to  this  Council  at  its 
next  meeting  a  list  of  the  owners  or  persons  having 
on  the  date  of  this  order  any  interest  whatever  in 
the  land  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  tor  a  public 
park  at  West  Roxbury,  giving  upon  the  respective 
lots  shown  on  the  accompanying  plan  in  which 
estate  their  interest  lies  and  what  tneir  interest 
therein  is. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — Will  the  gentleman 
have  the  kindness  to  explain  wherein  that  differs 
from  the  document  123  of  1879.  If  that  contains 
the  same  information  it  might  be  reprinted.  If 
the  gentleman  offered  the  order  without  knowing 
of  the  existence  of  this  document  and  that  would 
answer  his  purpose,  it  might  be  reprinted. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  knew  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  document  of  1879,  but  I  think  possibly 
there  may  be  some  change;  certainly  there  has 
been  chance  enough  since  that  time.  That  report 
was  presented  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Dec.  15 
of  last  year.  I  want  the  names  of  owners  at  the 
present  day. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  do  not  know  that  I  get 
at  what  the  gentleman  wishes.  If  he  wishes  to 
ascertain  the  record  title  it;  seems  to  me  it  would 
be  better  to  direct  it  to  the  City  Solicitor's  de- 
partment. If  he  wants  the  names  of  those  to 
whom  the  property  is  assessed  I  presume  after 
the  assessment  has  been  made  this  year  it  will  be 
a  matter  easily  obtained  from  the  Assessors'  lists. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  the  ques- 
tion was  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  G-reenough  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that 
is  giving  the  Park  Commissioners  pretty  short 
time,  if  the  order  has  to  go  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— Do  I  understand  that 
the  order  has  to  go  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ? 
I  ask  for  the  information  on  the  p,rt  of  the  Coun- 
cil. 

The  Chair— It  does  not. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— Then  I  think  seven 
days  is  sufficient. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward 
10  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

WEST   WOOD    ISLAND    PARK. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  offered  an  order— That  the  Committee 
on  Finance  be  requested  to  provide  the  means, 
not  exceeding  $70,000,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
laying  out  a  public  park  for  East  Boston  on  West 
Wood  Island. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  the  question  was 
on  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21,  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parks.  Sent  up. 

EXPENDITURES    BY    THE    SCHOOL    COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction,  who  were  requested  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  printing  as  a  public  document 
the  argument  of  J.  L.  Stackpole  before  the  Legis- 
lative Committee  on  Education  relative  to  limit- 
ing the  expenditures  of  the  School  Committee  to 
the  amounts  appropriated  by  the  City  Council,  re- 
ported an  order  that  the  Committee  on  Printing 
be  requested  to  print  as  a  city  document  the  ar- 
gument of  J.  L.  Stackpole  before  the  Legislative 
Committee  on  Education  in  aid  of  the  petition  of 
the  city  of  Boston  for  an  act  limiting  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  School  Committee  to  the  appropria- 
tions made  by  the  City  Council;  the  expense,  not 
•exceeding  $100,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Printing. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  Sent 
up. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOL  NEAR  ASHMONT  STATION. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction,  reported  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  pri- 
mary schoolhouse,  a  lot  of  land  containing  21,838 


square  feet,  owned  by  Robert  Taft,  and  situated 
on  Bailey  street,  Ward  24,  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing $2729.75,  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appro- 
priation for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  erect  a  primary  schoolhouse 
of  wood  on  land  situated  on  Bailey  street,  Ward 
24,  according  to  plans  to  be  prepared  by  the  City 
Architect  and  approved  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction;  the  expense,  not  exceeding 
$2700,  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation 
for  that  purpose. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19,  for  the  Committee  on 
the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  reported 
the  following  orders  authorizing  permits  to  be 
issued  to  parties  to  erect  wooden  buildings  in  the 
following-named  locations: 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  situated  on 
Marginal  street,  Ward  2;  Beacon  Oil  Company, 
to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  situated  on  the 
Beacon  Oil  Company's  wharf,  Chelsea  street, 
Ward  1;  William  Austin,  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Forest  Hills  street,  Ward  23;  The  People's 
Ice  Company,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Corey 
street,  Ward  19. 

Severally  read  twice,  passed  and  sent  up. 

THE  250TH  ANNIVEESABY. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report  and  order: 

The  joint  special  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  Mayor's  inaugural  address 
as  relates  to  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settle 
ment  of  Boston,  with  instructions  to  consider  and 
report  in  what  manner  it  is  expedient  to  celebrate 
the  day,  having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  one  of 
the  principal  features  of  the  celebration  should 
be  a  civic,  military  and  trades  procession.  It  is 
believed  that  the  State  authorities  will  co- 
operate by  ordering  out  the  militia,  who  will  ap- 
pear for  the  first  time  in  their  new  uniforms.  As- 
surances have  been  given  that  arrangements  can 
be  made  for  a  trades  procession  which  will  be 
superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  which  has  taken 
place  in  this  city.  It  is  proposed  that  the  trades 
procession  should  comprise  not  only  an  exhibi- 
tion of  the  various  branches  of  the  present  day, 
but  also,  as  far  as  possible,  an  exhibition  of  the 
changes  which  have  taken  place  in  those 
branches  within  the  last  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years. 

The  statue  of  John  Winthrop,  who  may  appro- 
priately be  termed  "The  Father  of  Boston,"  will 
be  ready  for  dedication,  and  the  ceremony  will 
form  an  interesting  feature. 

Arrangements  should  be  made  foi  the  delivery 
of  an  oration  and  poem,  and  the  Old  South 
Church  has  been  suggested  as  an  eminently  ap- 
propriate place  for  the  exercises. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  an  exhibition  of 
fireworks  be  provided,  that  the  public  buildings 
and  places  of  interest  be  decorated  and  illumi- 
nated, and  that  our  citizens  be  invited  to  join  in  a 
general  illumination  of  the  city. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  Bos- 
tonians  residing  in  oth»r  places  will  undoubtedly 
take  the  occasion  to  visit  the  city  of  their  birth, 
and  as  it  is  also  probable  that  many  distinguished 
visitors  will  be  present  from  abroad,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to 
li  ild  a  reception  in  Faneuil  Hall,  on  the  evening 
of  the  16th  of  September,  when  such  exercises 
can  take  place  as  may  be  deemed  appropriate  to 
the  occasion. 

The  committee  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Jb. 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee  con- 
sisting of  three  Aldermen  and  five  members  of 
the  Common  Council  be  appointed  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  a  suitable  celebration  of  the  250th 
anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston  for  the 
17th  of  September  next,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $25,000,  to  be  charged  to  the  special  ap- 
propriation for  that  purpose. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  move  to  amend  that 
order  by  making  the  committee  consist  of  three 
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Aldermen,  the  President  and  five  members  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  do  not  desire  to 
oppose  this  motion,  hut  I  do  desire  to  amend  it, 
and  I  therefore  move  to  take  from  the  table  the 
order  and  resolve  which  I  submitted  at  the  last 
meeting,  so  that  it  can  be  disposed  of  at  once.  I 
think,  also,  that  the  Council  will  agree  with  me 
that  the  substitute  now  on  the  table  contains  a 
section  which  it  will  be  desirous  to  incorporate 
into  the  present  order.  It  amounts  to  nearly  the 
same  thing  as  the  amended  order,  except  it  does 
what  the  members  of  the  committee  themselves 
would  not  wish  to  do— it  provides  for  an  increase 
of  the  committee,  keeping  them  as  members. 
They  provide  for  a  committee  of  five  Councilmen, 
and  my  proposition  w«s  to  add  the  President  and 
three  other  members  of  the  Council. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  order  and  resolve 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special  committee 
to  arrange  for  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anni- 
versary of  the  settlement  of  Boston,  and  request- 
ing the  Mayor  to  act  with  the  committee,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  to  substitute 
this  order  and  resolve  for  the  order  reported  by 
the  committee. 

The  Chair  read  the  orders. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  by  this  order  the  Mayor  is 
invited  to  take  a  seat  and  act  with  the  committee. 
On  one  or  two  occasions  committees  have  been  ap- 
pointed and  the  Mayor  has  been  joined.  Several 
of  the  older  and  past  members  have  spoken  to 
me  about  it,  and  say  that  as  a  matter  of  form  the 
City  Council  had  no  right  to  join  the  Mayor  to  the 
committee,  and  that  the  better  form  was  to  invite 
him  by  resolve  to  take  part.  I  have,  therefore, 
followed  that  suggestion. 

The  motion  to  substitute  prevailed,  and  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  the  order  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time  and  passed — yeas  61,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

The  Chair  appointed  on  the  committee  Mr. 
Greenough  of  Ward  9,  Anthony  of  Ward  19  and 
Child  of  Ward  17. 

EXTENSION    OF    ESSEX    STREET. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  11,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
resolve  and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
for  the  extension  of  Essex  street  from  South 
street  to  Federal  street,  at  an  estimated  expense 
of  $i50,865,  reported  that  the  resolve  and  order 
ought  to  pass.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

WIDENING  OF  SOUTH  STREET. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  11,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolve  and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
for  widening  South  street,  from  Summer  street 
to  East  street,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $119,750, 
reported  that  the  resolve  and  order  ought  to 
pass.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

EXTENSION  OF    NEWBURY   STREET, 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  11,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  were. referred  the 
resolve  and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
for  the  extension  of  Newbury  street,  from  Here- 
ford street  to  West  Chester  park,  at  an  estimated 
expense  of  $19,036,  reported  that  the  resolve  and 
order  ought  to  pass.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

SOUTH  END  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Library,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  communication  from  the  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library  relative  to  the  expiration  of 
the  lease  of  the  room  now  occupied  by  the  South 
End  Branch  Library,  and  the  necessity  of  addi- 
tional accommodations,  having  considered  the 
subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 
The  South  End  Branch  Library  is  now  located 
in  the  basement  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Asso- 
ciation Building,  on  the  corner  of  Tremont  and 
Newton  streets.  The  premises  were  hired  on  the 
1st  of  June,  1877,  for  three  years,  at  the  rate  of 
$1000  per  annum,  and  the  lease  expires  on  the  1st 
of  June  next.  The  library  was  opened  in  Septem- 
ber, 1877,  with  8167  volumes,  of  which  thejjrincipal 
portion  were  books  presented  to  the  city  by  the 
Mercantile  Library  Association.  The  library  now 
contains  9575  volumes,  of  which  about  1400  are 
new,  having  been  purchased  since  the  opening  of 
the  library.  From  the  outset  the  library  has  been 
a  marked  success.  Up  to  the  1st  of  May  follow- 
ing its  opening  it  circulated  42,402  volumes.  The 
succeeding  year,  ending  May  1,  1879,  it  loaned 
75,867  volumes.    From  the  1st  of  May,  1879,  to  the 


1st  of  April,  1880,  it  loaned  71,664  volumes.  It  is 
believed  that  if  the  accommodations  had  been 
sufficient  the  circulation  would  have  been  much 
larger. 

In  view  of  the  probable  continued  growth  of 
the  library  and  the  inconvenience  and  expense 
which  attend  a  change  in  the  location  of  such  an 
institution,  the  committee  realize  the  impor- 
tance, in  making  any  new  arrangements,  of  pro- 
viding accommodation  which  will  be  perma- 
nent, or,  at  least,  sufficient  for  a  long  time 
to  come.  They  have,  therefore,  considered  wheth- 
er this  can "  best  be  done  by  enlarging  the 
present  quarters  or  securing  others  in  another  lo- 
cation. The  Mercantile  Library  Assoaiation  de- 
sires that  the  library  should  be  continued  in  its 
present  location,  and  offers  to  erect  an  addition 
to  the  building,  containing  two  rooms,  one  above 
the  other,  for  its  accommodation.  This  would 
give  about  3000  square  feet  of  floor  room  in  addi- 
tion to  what  is  now  occupied  by  the  library.  The 
premises  are  offered  to  the  city  on  a  five-years' 
lease  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per  annum,  heating  and 
janitor  included. 

The  committee  do  not  consider  it  advisable  to 
accept  this  proposition,  for  several  reasons.  They 
regard  the  location  of  the  building  as  being  in- 
convenient for  a  majority  of  the  persons  who 
patronize  the  library;  the  present  quarters  are 
low-studded,  damp  and  contracted;  the  proposed 
addition,  although  it  will  furnish  additional 
room,  will  not  remove  the  unfavorable  conditions 
that  now  exist,  while  it  will  considerably  increase 
the  running  expenses  of  the  library,  from  the  fact 
that  it  will  be  in  two  stories,  and  will  therefore 
require  two  sets  of  attendants. 

It  is  found  that  about  sixty  per  cent,  of  the 
persons  who  use  the  library  reside  south  of  its 
present  location,  and  the  trustees  believe  that 
the  public  would  be  better  accommodated  and 
the  usefulness  of  the  library  greatly  increased  if 
it  were  to  be  removed  farther  south;  the  commit- 
tee have,  therefore,  sought  a  location  in  that 
direction,  and  have  decided  to  recommend  the 
purchase  of  a  portion  of  an  estate  situated  on 
West  Springfield  street,  owned  by  James  M. 
Smith  and  Henry  Norwell,  and  occupied  by  the 
Olivet  Society.  This  estate  contains  5060  square 
feet  of  land,  and  upon  it  is  a  building  used  as  a 
chapel  36x58  feet,  with  an  addition  19x30  feet  in 
the  rear.  The  building  is  in  excellent  condition, 
and  can  be  fitted  up  for  library  pur- 
poses at  a  cost  of  about  $2500.  The 
estate  can  be  purchased  for  $15,000  and 
the  taxes  for  1879.  The  building  will  furnish  all 
the  accommodations  for  a  library  and  reading 
room  which  will  be  required  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  and  there  is  sufficient  land  to  admit  of 
future  enlargement  should  it  be  necessary. 

The  committee  believe  it  to  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  to  purchase  this  estate  rather  than  to 
renew  the  lease  with  the  Mercantile  Library  As- 
sociation, or  to  hire  rooms  in  another  location. 
It  is  estimated  that,  as  between  the  Mercantile 
Library  building  and  the  Springfield-street  estate 
there  will  be  a  saving  of  $1000  per  annum  in  favor 
of  the  latter.  It  will  cost  less  to  run  the  institu- 
tion, for  the  library  and  reading  room  being  on 
one  floor,  but  one  set  of  attendants  will  be  re- 
quired. The  building  is  easy  of  access,  well 
lighted  and  ventilated,  and  is  conveniently  situ- 
ated with  reference  to  the  population  which 
furnishes  a  majority  of  the  patrons  of  the  South 
End  Branch  Library. 

The  committee  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  they  be  authorized  to  purchase  the  es- 
tate on  West  Springfield  street,  and  fit  the  same 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  South  End  Branch 
of  the  Public  Library,  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing $18,000;  and  that  the  Committee  on  Finance 
be  requested  to  provide  the  means. 

George   L.   Thorndike. 
Lucius  Slade. 
Charles  V.  Whitten. 
Henry  F.  Coe. 
Otis  B.  Dudley. 
Andrew  A.  O'Dowd. 
Henry  E.  Hosley. 

Minority  liepoH. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  submitted  the  following 
minority  report  upon  the  same  subject: 

The  undersigned  feels  obliged  to  dissent  from 
the  recommendation  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, for  the  reason  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
wants  of  the  citizens  of  the  South  End  and  the 
best  interests  of  the  city  can  be  best  served  by 
retaining  this  branch  library  in  its  present  loca- 
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tion  at  the  corner  of  West  Newton    and   Tremont 
streets. 

Some  three  years  ago  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  presentea  to  the  city  of  Boston  a  val- 
uable collection  of  books  and  this  South  End 
Branch  Public  Library  was  established  and  lo- 
cated in  the  basement  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  Building, "under  a  three-years' lease 
at  a  very  moderate  rent.  The  branch  be- 
came immediately  popular  with  the  resi- 
dents of  the  South  End,  and  its  patronage  has 
annually  increased  until  it  has  now  outgrown  the 
present  accommodation.  The  Mercantile  Library 
Association  have  communicated  to  the  city  of 
Boston  their  willingness  to  erect  a  building  on 
their  vacant  land  on  West  Newton  street,  tit  it 
up  for  the  purposes  of  the  branch  library,  and 
lease  it  for  a  term  of  five  years  at  a  reasonable 
rent. 

The  advantages  of  this  location  over  that  pro- 
posed in  the  majority  report  will  be  readily  seen 
by  looking  at  a  map  of  the  South  End,  say  Wards 
17,  18,  19  and  part  of  Wards  11  and  16.  It  will  be 
seen  that  it  is  on  the  corner  of  two  thoroughfares 
— Tremont  street  and  West  Newton  street.  It  is 
in  just  about  the  centre  of  the  dense  population 
of  this  district  of  the  city.  It  is  the  focus  of  a  cir- 
cle of  public  schools  within  a  radius  of  half  a 
mile,  viz.,  the  Rice  Primary,  Rice  Grammar,  Lat 
in,  English  High,  Franklin,  Girls'  High,  D wight 
and  Everett  schools. 

The  natural  tendency  of  residents  of  the  South 
End  being  to  go  "down  town,"  those  living- 
south  of  Newton  street  are  better  ac- 
commodated than  those  living  north  of 
said  street  would  be  were  the  library 
removed  four  streets  farther  south,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  loss  of  patronage  from  a  re- 
moval of  the  location  would  be  greater  than  any 
increase  from  Ward  19.  The  undersigned  feels 
very  confident  that  he  is  following  the  wishes  of 
the  large  majority  of  the  residents  of  the  South 
End,  with  whose  opinions  he  feels  familiar,  being 
the  only  member  of  the  committee  resident  in 
that  district. 

Furthermore,  it  does  not  seem  advisable  at  the 
present  time,  when  the  city  debt  is  so  near  the  le- 
gal limit  and  the  tax  levy  is  so  large,  to  make  an 
expenditure  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars  or  more 
for  purposes  which  may  be  accommodated  for  a 
moderate  annual  payment. 

The  undersigned  would  therefore  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Dudley  R.  Child. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Library  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized   to 


contract  with  the  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion tor  a  lease  for  a  term  of  years  of  a  building 
to  be  elected  on  land  of  said  association,  and 
adapted  to  the  uses  and  wants  of  the  South  End 
Branch  of  the  Public  Library,  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  may  seem  proper  to  said  commit- 
tee, at  a  rental  not  exceeding  $1500  per  annum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17,  the  reports 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  specially  assigned 
for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  eight 
o'clock;  Mr.  Child  having  first  moved  to  sub- 
stitute the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

THE  NEW  SQUARE  IN  DORCHESTER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24,  the  order 
to  take  from  the  files  of  last  year  and  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  the  papers  relating 
to  the  naming  of  the  open  space  at  the  junction  of 
Bowdoin,  Adams  and  Church  streets,  was  taken 
from  the  table,  and  the  papers  were  referred  to 
the  Street  Commissioners.    Sent  up. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Bowker  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order  that 
the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  be  au- 
thorized to  visit  such  other  cities  as  they  may 
elect,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
any  improved  apparatus  or  methods  of  conduct- 
ing the  tire  departments  of  such  cities  can  be 
advantageously  introduced  in  the  city  of  Boston; 
the  expense  of  said  visit,  not  exceeding  $500,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidental 
Expenses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  the 
order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

NEW  SHEDS  FOR  THE   HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  to  construct  new  sheds  for 
the  Health  Department  at  the  South  yard;  also  to 
repair  the  several  stables  in  use  by  said  depart- 
ment, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $7000;  the  expense 
therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropria- 
tion provided  for  said  purpose. 

Read  once. 

WEST  CHURCH  SQUARE. 

Mr.  Viles  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  take 
measures  as  soon  as  possible  to  have  the  iron 
fence  surrounding  the  square  in  front  of  the 
West  Church  repaired  and  put  in  proper  and  safe 
condition.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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GITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    3,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-seven  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
May  term  of  the   Superior  Civil  Court,  and  four 

frand   jurors   for   the  May  term  of  the  United 
tates  Circuit  Court. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Public  Weigher — Michael  Finn.    Confirmed. 
Trustees  of  City  Hospital— Israel  Cohen,  for  two 
years;  M.  F.  Gavin,    for  one   year.    Confirmed. 

INSPECTOR  OF  VINEGAR. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
nominating  Horace  L.  Bowker  inspector  of  vine- 
gar under  the  provisions  of  chapter  113,  acts  of 
1880.    The  nomination  was  confirmed. 

The  following  communication  upon  the  same 
subject  was  received: 

May  3,  1880. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council — As  the  law 
requiring  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  per- 
sons to  be  Inspectors  of  Vinegar  (chapter  113, 
acts  of  1880),  provides  no  method  of  compensation 
for  the  services  of  such  inspectors,  I  respectfully 
call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  the 
necessity  of  making  such  provision  by  ordinance. 
Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneull  Hall  and  County 
'Buildings.  Of  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Company,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  June  7, 
for  the  celebration  of  their  anniversary. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Of  Charles  Bo- 
land  et  al.,  that  their  pay  as  lamplighters  may  be 
restored;  of  Albert  S.  Stafford,  for  lamps  on  Earl 
street;  of  the  Glendon  Company,  for  gas  lamps  in 
-East  Eagle  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Of  Leander  H. 
Jones,  for  a  sewer  in  Pleasant  street,  Ward  24, 
between  Pond  and  Pearl  streets;  of  William 
Bailey  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Lee  street,  between 
Childs  and  Keyes  streets,  Ward  23;  of  Samuel  C. 
Waterman  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Downer  street, 
Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Of  Arthur  B. 
Claflin,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  to  his 
horse  on  Beacon  street,  near  the  Boston  &  Albany 
'Railroad,  on  March  30, 1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 
OI  F.  Lyman  Winship,  for  leave  to  plant 
a  tree  in  the  sidewalk  of  Gardner  street, 
Ward  25;  of  Edward  L.  Keith,  for  the  removal  of 
a  tree  from  the  front  of  his  premises,  on  Bellevue 
street;  of  Mrs.  I.  A.  Tuck,  that  the  trees  in  front 
of  her  estate,  No.  25  Liverpool  street,  East  Bos- 
ton, be  removed;  of  D.  H.  Blauey  et  al.,  that  Pres- 
cott  square  be  laid  out  as  a  public  park. 

To  the  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries.  Of 
Cushman  &  Wight  and  forty-three  others  on 
Temple  place,  for  a  new  location  near  the  foot  of 
State  street  for  the  East  Boston  ferry. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Of  Edward  Raynolds,  for  leave  to  occupy 
a  new  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  Ward  21;  of  Thomas  Shay,  for  leave  to 
occupy  a  wooden  shed  for  a  stable  for  one  horse 
-on  Bartlett  street,  No.  C5,  Ward  21. 

To  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Of  John  P.  Sawyer,  for  leave  to  pro- 
ject a  lantern  from  24  Harvard  street. 

To  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage.  Order 
from  the  State  to  dredge  at  storm  overflows  of 
■Roxbury  Canal. 

To  Committee  on  Public  Parks.  Of  Boston 
Water  Power  Company,  for  the  removal  of  cer- 
tain restrictions  and  reservations  on  their  land. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Of  Boston 
Sugar  Refinery,  for  leave  to  lay  pipes  under  Web- 
ster and  Marginal  streets  to  their  sugar  house;  of 
R.  Holmes,  that  Heath  street  be  put  in  proper 
condition,  and  a  plank  walk  laid;  of  Atherton  T. 
Brown,  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  corner 
of  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue  and  Fairland  street;  of 
Martin  Brimmer,  for  a  brick  sidewalk  on  north 
corner  of  Atlantic  avenue  and  South  Market 
street;    of  B.  J.  Connolly,  for  brick  sidewalk  cor- 


ner of  Hingham  and  Middlesex  streets;  of  Will- 
iam Manning  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  portion 
of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Albany  street  be- 
tween Eustis  and  Hampden  streets;  of  S.  S.  Cud- 
worth,  that  East  Chester  park  be  put  in  proper 
condition  for  public  travel;  of  L.  H.  Jones  et  al., 
that  edgestones  be  set  and  gutters  paved  on 
Pleasant  street,  Dorchester,  and  the  road- 
way macadamized  ;  of  Charles  E.  Wig- 
gin,  that  West  Cottage  street  as  widened 
by  the  Street  Commissioners  may  be  grad- 
ed; of  S.  and  J.  W.  Shapleigh,  for  brick 
sidewalk  at  258  and  260  Commonwealth  avenue; 
of  Joanna  Smith,  tor  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk at  117  and  119  West  Sixth  streel ;  of  J.  C. 
Morehead  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the  track  of 
the  South  Boston  Railroad  to  the  centre  of  Fourth 
street  from  K  to  L  street;  of  J.  F.  Houghton  et 
al.,  for  a  crossing  on  Green  street  at  Call  street, 
of  B.  L.  Paige  et  al.,  for  a  crosswalk  on  Centre 
street  at  Burroughs  street,  Jamaica  Plain;  of 
George  N.  Bartlett  et  al.,  for  crossings  on  Eliot 
and  Burroughs  streets,  Jamaica  Plain;  of  Albert 
F.  Ring,  that  a  crossing  be  laid  across  Elm 
street,  opposite  Hillside  Schoolhouse;  of  J.  W. 
Gooduow  et  al.,  that  gutters  on  Centre  street, 
Jamaica  Plain,  be  paved;  of  John  Pearce  et 
al.,  that  Washington  street  between  Forest 
Hills  and  South  street  be  widened  and  mac- 
adamized; of  O  M  Wentworth,  for  brick 
sidewalk  at  182  Commonwealth  avenue;  of 
William  Carpenter,  that  Mercantile  street 
extension  be  graded  and  paved;  of  Nancy  G.  Par- 
ker and  Mary  F.  Wales,  against  edgestones  being 
set  in  front  of  their  estates  on  Washington  street, 
Ward  24;  of  H.  A.  Wright  et  al.,  that  Elmore 
street  be  macadamized;  of  Hugh  McLaughlin, 
that  the  paving  of  streets  be  let  out  by  contract; 
of  Charles  H.  Plimpton  et  al.,  that  Washington 
street,  Ward  21,  between  Dudley  and  Bartlett 
streets,  on  the  west  side,  be  paved  with  brick;  of 
Charles  W.  Hersey  et  al.,  that  Dorchester  street, 
from  Broadway  to  Eighth  street,  be  watered; 
of  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
connect  their  track  on  Emerson  street  with  their 
traek  on  East  Broadway;  of  S.  P.  Dexter,  that 
Trull  street,  Ward  24,  be  put  in  order  for  travel; 
of  Franklin  King  et  al.,  that  Ware  street,  Ward 
24,  be  put  in  order  for  travel;  of  the  Glendon 
Company,  that  Eagle  street  and  square 
be  graded  and  macadamized;  of  L.  B. 
Putnam  et  al.,  that  Eagle  street  from  Put- 
nam to  Preseott  street  be  graded  and  gravelled; 
of  James  Devine  et  al.,  that  the  city  would  de- 
fray a  portion  of  the  expense  of  watering  Orchard 
park;  of  Daniel  P.  Sullivan  et  al.  for  cross, 
walks  on  Orchard  park;  of  John  H.  Hunneman 
et  al.,  that  the  trees  on  his  estate  may  be  pre- 
served in  grading  Washington  street;  of  W.  R. 
Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  370 
West  First  street,  Ward  14,  to  West  First  street, 
corner  of  F  street,  Ward  13;  of  William  R.  Cava- 
nagh, to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  Ward  24,  to  Adams  street,  Ward  24. 

DOWNER-AVENUE  SEWER. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  proposed  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  in  Downer  avenue,  280  feet  west  of 
Pleasant  street.  No  one  appeared  to  object,  and 
the  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers. 

SOUTH  BOSTON    RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

A  hearing  was  given  on  the  petition  of  J.  S. 
Hobbs  &  Co.  and  others,  that  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  be  prohibited  from  running 
empty  cars  around  the  block  enclosed  by  Knee- 
land,  South,  Beach  and  Federal  streets. 

Hon.  P.  A.  Collins  appeared  for  the  petitioners, 
and  Paul  West  for  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company. 

Mr.  Collins  called  Mr.  Henry  F.  Wade,  wharf- 
inger of  Wade's  wharf  at  272  Federal  street.  Mr. 
Wade  said  that  from  100  to  200  teams  per  day 
passed  on  and  off  this  wharf.  The  empty  cars 
going  around  this  circuit  frequently  caused  a 
block  of  teams  out  past  this  wharf,  and  it  was 
sometimes  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  a 
team  could  gain  access  to  the  wharf.  Fed- 
eral street  is  frequently  blocked  away  back  to 
the  New  York  &  New  England  depot.  "  The  blue 
line  cars  loiter  on  the  street  and  frequently  cause 
a  blockade  of  five  cars  and  twenty  teams.  There 
has  been  a  general  complaint  against  this  partic- 
ular line  of  cars.  Mr.  Judkins,  a  large  carriage 
repairer,  refused  to  appear  because  he  feared  from 
the  statements  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  offi- 
cers that  he  would  be  called  to  accouut  for  block- 
ing the  street. 


Mr2 
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In  reply  to  Mi'.  West,  the  witness  said  his  son 
sometimes  sold  hay  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company,  and  that  he  had  seen  Middlesex  cars  go 
around  this  block. 

Mr.  William  Looney,  a  teamster,  said  he  had 
seen  the  same  blue  car  go  around  this  circuit  four 
times  in  succession  in  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour.  They  will  hold  other  cars  back  with  a  free 
track  before  them.  Mr.  Prescott,  an  official  of 
the  South  Koston  company,  gives  the  orders  for 
the  movement  of  the  cars.  The  slow  progress  of 
the  blue  cars  causes  frequent  blockades  on  Fed- 
eral street.  There  is  general  complaiDt  against 
it. 

James  Bradley,  another  teamster,  had  cause  to 
complain  of  this  blue  line  because  the  cars  block- 
ade the  street;  had  seen  Mr.  Prescott  signal  the 
drivers  of  these  cars  to  keep  back  when  they  have 
a  free  track. 

Mr.  Woodward  testified  that  on  Saturday  last, 
between  7  A.  M.  and  6  P.  M.,  car  No.  40  turned 
the  corner  at  Kneeland  street  eight  times,  twice 
in  succession  before  going  to  the  left  on  its  way 
down  town;  No.  46  turned  the  corner  foul  times; 
No.  60  turned  the  corner  five  times,  twice  in  suc- 
cession. On  Monday  he  observed  the  teams  and 
cars  passing  this  corner,  and  there  were  3788  be- 
tween morning  and  noon.  The  red  cars  of  the 
Middlesex  company  usually  ran  full. 

Mr.  West  submitted  plans  showing  the  location 
of  the  trades,  the  location  of  the  business  of  the 
petitioners  and  the  location  of  other  gentlemeis 
who  bad  signed  a  petition  in  favor  of  the  South 
Boston  Railroad,  representing  that  the  cars  occa- 
sion them  no  inconvenience  and  do  not  interfere 
with  their  business.  He  also  introduced  a  letter 
from  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  stating 
that  the  blue  line  cars  are  of  great  advantage  to 
their  passengers.  The  letter  was  indorsed  by  Mr. 
Hobart,  depot  master  of  the  Boston  &  Albany. 
He  also  offered  letters  from  the  managers  of  the 
northern  railroad  stations. 

President  Crosby  was  called  and  said  the  South 
Boston  cars  have  run  by  the  Old  Colony  Station 
for  seventeen  years,  and  the  blue  line  has  been  in 
operation  two  years.  The  curve  on  South  and 
Beach  streets  was  put  there  to  enable  cars  to  pass 
around  whenever  a  train  was  due  within  a  few 
minutes  and  come  about  the  circuit  instead  of 
waiting  in  the  street  and  obstructing  other  cars 
and  teams.  The  number  of  cars  going  arouniS 
this  curve  in  a  day  is  about  eighteen.  The  state- 
ments of  the  petitioners  in  regard  to  the  length 
of  time  the  blue  line  cars  loaf  on  the  circuit  can- 
not be  correct,  because  the  through  cars 
must,  pass  over  the  route  every  two  minutes. 
Mr.  Prescott,  the  roadmaster,  is  not  allowed  to> 
hold  cars  for  a  train:  the  orders  are  to  have  the 
cars  move  on  time;  never  heard  before  that  Mr. 
Prescott  was  responsible  for  any  delay;  have 
heard  complaints  that  conductors  and  drivers 
cause  the  delay  of  cars  at  the  Old  Colony  and 
Boston  &  Albany. 

In  answer  to  Alderman  Flynn,  Mr.  Crosby  saici 
he  had  had  some  complaint  that  these  cars  do  not 
accommodate  South  Boston  people. 

Mr.  Henry  M.  Prescott,  for  seventeen  years 
roadmaster  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Compa- 
ny, said  the  Middlesex  cars  which  run  around  this 
circuit  are  generally  empty  when  they  come 
there.  Had  never  seen  any  such  blockade  as  bad 
been  described.  The  conductors  keep  an  account 
of  the  number  of  times  they  make  a  turn  of 
the  South  street  curve.  April  22  they  made 
it  seventeen  times;  April  23,  twenty-two  times; 
April  24,  eighteen  times.  Should  send  cars  around 
the  curve  rather  than  allow  a  car  to  wait  for  an 
inward  train. 

To  Alderman  Slade— Supposed  the  curve  was- 
put  in  there  on  purpose  to  allow  cars  to  pass 
around  to  meet  their  trains. 

To  Mr.  Collins — The  cars  are  sent  around  the 
block,  not  because  the  blue  line  cars  are  ahead  of 
time,  but  because  the  Old  Colony  train  is  late. 
Supposed  the  curve  was  for  this  purpose.  Have 
directions  to  send  cars  around  this  curcuit  and 
not  hold  them.  The  blue  line  is  run  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  people  going  to  and  coming  from 
the  depots.  Have  some  of  the  best  drivers  on  the 
blue  line  cars;  do  not  allow  them  to  loaf.  This 
blue  line  is  a  better  way  of  taking  people  to  the 
depots  than  to  run  cars  of  the  long  lines  to  the 
stations  on  a  round-trip  time  of  two  hours  or  one 
hour  and  fifty  minutes. 

To  Alderman  Flynn— The  six  different  lines  run 
over  the  same  tracks  for  a  part  of  the  route  with 
the  exception  of  Bay  View  after  they  reach  Dor- 
chester street. 


To  Alderman  Slade— It  sometimes  happens  that 
two  cars  of  the  blue  line  reach  the  circuit  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  Coolidge,  the  civil  engineer  of  the  South 
Boston  road,  who  put  in  the  curve  at  Beach  and 
South  street,  testified  that  he  never  saw  the  red; 
line  cars  filled  while  on  this  circuit;  their  average 
is  two  passengers.  Have  seen  from  eight  to  ten, 
empty  teams  at  a  time  standing  in  front  of  Par- 
menter  &  Sumner's;  from  one  to  four  teams  in 
front  of  Judkins's  place;  and  sometimes  at  Mo- 
ley's  they  shoe  horses  in  the  street. 

To  Mr.  Collins— Made  observations  last  Monday 
and  Thursday  from  quarter  before  eight  in  the 
morning  to  quarter  before  three  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Mr.  Goldthwait,  Clerk  of  Police  Commission- 
ers, took  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  complaint 
made  by  Charles  E.  Powers  against  conductors 
and  drivers  of  the  South  Boston  for  their  acts  up- 
on this  circuit. 

Mr.  Collins  objected  to  the  introduction  of  the 
record. 

The  Chair  admitted  the  evidence. 

Mr.  Goldthwait  testified  that  on  the  7th  and 
10th  of  April,  on  complaint  of  Mr.  Powers,  a  con- 
ductor and  driver  were  tried  for  obstructing  the 
Middlesex  road,  and  in  both  cases  the  result  was 
a  verdict  of  not  guilty. 

Superintendent  Bates  said  he  had  talked  with 
those  who  had  signed  the  petition  of  Mr.  Hobbs, 
and  they  stated  that  they  signed  it  to  accommo- 
date Mr.  Wade. 

Mr.  West  in  his  argument  said  there  was  a  flood 
of  testimony  on  the  matter  of  this  curve  which 
must  be  understood  before  this  question  could  be 
passed  upon.  The  South  Boston  road  was  char- 
tered in  1854,  and  is  the  only  urban  road  now  op- 
erating under  a  first  charter.  The  petition  of  the 
petitioners  said  nothing  especially  about  the  blue 
line  cars  or  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,, 
and  yet  the  South  Boston  company  was  here 
alone  to  respond.  He  suggested  that  Mr.  Wade 
might  be  color-blind,  because  the  blocks  were  all 
occasioned  by  blue  line  cars.  Mr.  Wade's  son 
had  for  several  years  sold  hay  to  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company.  This  whole 
affair  had  been  brought  about  at  the  instigation 
of  the  Middlesex  Railroad— the  only  road  which 
had  found  any  difficulty  in  getting  along  with  the 
employes  of  the  South  Boston  mad.  The  South 
Boston  Road  last  year  carried  six  million  passen- 
gers against  four  and  a  half  millions  carried  by 
the  Middlesex;  and  was  twenty-five  per  cent, 
heavier  than  the  Middlesex,  as  a  railroad.  Mr. 
West  quoted  from  the  remarksjof  the  Alderman 
at  the  lime  the  location  was  granted  as  to  the  rea- 
son why  the  Middlesex  wished  the  right  to  run  to 
the  southern  depots.  The  South  Boston  thus  be- 
ing attacked  upon  its  own  grounds,  they  then 
petitioned  for  the  right  to  run  to  the  Northern 
depots. 

Alderman  Flynn  asked  what  this  had  to  do  with 
the  petition  before  the  Board. 

Mr  West  stated  that  the  South  Boston  company- 
were  not  only  called  npon  to  respond  in  regard 
to  any  obstruction  caused  by  empty  cars,  but  also 
to  show  cause  why  this  curve  should  not  be  taken 
up.  On  the  4th  of  December,  1878,  the  guillotine 
fell,  and  the  horse-railroad  locations  were  changed, 
and  since  this  revolution  occurred  the  cars  have 
been  running  with  comparatively  little  change. 
When  the  South  Boston  was  then  cut  down  to 
thirty-two  cars  an  hour,  the  Middlesex  was  al- 
lowed to  run  six  cars  an  hour  to  the  southern 
depots,  while  the  South  Boston  Company  was  al- 
lowed to  run  six  cars  an  hour  to  the  northern 
depots.  At  that  time  this  curve. was  put  in  to 
allow  the  cars  to  pass  around  the  circuit  to  wait 
for  inward  passengers  on  steam  roads,  and  also 
to  go  away  to  the  northern  stations.  The  curve 
had  been  used  as  the  Board  said  it  might  be  used. 
The  company  supposed  that  tbeBoardunderstood 
how  this  curve  was  to  be  used.  Supposing, 
however,  that  they  did  not  understand  it,  had  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  been  proved.  Mr.  Wade 
knew  he  was  after  the  blue  line  cars,  though  he 
didn't  state  it;  he  knew  he  was  to  attack  the 
South  Boston  company,  and  yet  he  said  "com- 
panies"; and  his  son  sells  hay  to  the  Middlesex 
company.  He  would  leave  the  case  with  one  ad- 
ditionarstateinent.  In  1862  the  South  Boston 
road  was  recognized  by  the  Legislature  as  having 
a  co-equal  right  with  the  Metropolitan  to  run  in- 
ter-city lines;  why  should  not  the  South  Boston 
now  have  the  same  or  similar  rights  that  are 
given  to  that  and  other  roads  to  run  a  belt  line 
of    cars  to   accommodate  its  short  travel?    The 
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men  who  sign  the  petition  and  not  the  railroad 
company  blookade  the  street  with  teams,  and  the 
petition  is  not  the  simple  thing  it  looks  to  be. 

President  Powers  of  the  Middlesex  road  said  so 
far  as  his  company  was  concerned,  they  were  run- 
ning six  and  only  six  cars  per  hour,  carrying  from 
1200  to  1500  passengers  per  day  to  the  southern 
station,  to  the  great  accommodation  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  insinuation  made  against  the  Middlesex, 
as  applied  to  this  petition,  and  also  the  insinua- 
tions in  regard  to  what  had  happened  before  the 
Police  Commissioners,  were  absolutely  and  un- 
qualifiedly false,  and  nobody  knew  it  better  than 
Mr.  West.  In  regard  to  purchasing  hay,  the  Mid- 
dlesex company  purchased  hay  of  twelve  differ- 
ent parties. 

Mr.  Collins  said  the  only  question  before  the 
Board  was  whether  the  streets  of  the  city  are  to 
be  used  as  a  loafing  place.  It  was  not  disputed 
that  the  petitioners  had  been  threatened  with  the 
vengeance  and  power  of  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company.  He  did  not  wonder  that  the  har- 
ness-makers and  the  blacksmiths  signed  the 
South  Boston  on  account  of  their  noticing  that 
there  is  so  much  prospective  business  in  taking- 
care  of  broken  harnesses  and  the  tender  feet  of 
horses.  He  did  not  object  to  the  use  of  the  tracks 
for  travel,  but  the  tracks  are  used,  by  their  own 
admissions,  as  a  loafing  place  for  cars  which  are 
waiting  for  passengers.  "Six  cars  an  hour'1 
meant  a  car  every  ten  minutes  and  not  two  cars 
in  two  minutes  and  another  in  eighteen. 
The  abuse  of  the  right  given  by  the 
Board  is  what  the  petitioners  complain  of.  The 
people  of  South  Boston  have  said  long  time  ago 
that  the  company  does  not  accommodate  them, 
but  rather  those  who  have  no  interest  whatever 
in  South  Boston. 

The  petition  and  accompanying  papers  were  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

MIDDLESEX     RAILROAD. 

A  hearing  was  given  on  the  petitions  of  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  to  lay  an  additional 
track  on  Chelsea  street,  Charlestown,  between 
Henley  and  Mt.  Verron  streets;  for  tracks  in 
Park,  Adams  and  Common  streets,  and  on  the 
east  side  of  City  square,  and  to  change  the  loca- 
tion of  other  tracks  on  City  square. 

No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  Mr.  Charles  E. 
Powers,  president  of  the  railroad  company,  pre- 
sented a  plan  showing  the  proposed  location. 
The  company  now  runs  eighteen  cars  an  hour, 
making  thirty-six  passages  through  this  portion 
of  Chelsea  street  over  a  single  track  500  feet  in 
length.  The  grade  is  heavy  and  there  are  frequent 
delays  caused  by  one  car  waiting  for  another  to 
pass  over  this  single  track.  In  connection  with 
this  subject  he  presented  a  petition  in  aid  signed 
by  Rev.  Father  Supple  and  many  others.  The 
second  petition  if  granted  would  accomplish  the 
same  purpose,  but  the  citizens  of  Charlestown 
preferred  the  location  in  Chelsea  street.  The 
proposed  change  in  City  square  is  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  a  sharp  and  dangerous 
curve  to  which  no  one  has  indicated  any  objec- 
tion. 

The  petitions  were  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to 
finance.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  the  compilation  of  the  municipal  his- 
tory of  the  public  parks,  at  the  expense  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  Printing.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE.  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Eleventh  report  of  the  Legislative  Committee. 
City  Doc.  60.  Accepted  in  concurrence.  Placed 
on  file. 

Report  of  Joint  Committee  on  Health  on  the 
present  mode  of  furnishing  medicines  and  medi- 
cal assistance  to  the  poor.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  Park  Commissioners  to  abate  assess- 
ments levied  for  Back  Bay  park  improvement, 
where  such  assessments  have  been  erroneously 
made.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  contract  with 
Artemas  Winchester  for  removal  of  house  offal 
from  West  Roxbury  for  three  years,  from  May  1, 
1880,  at  the  rate  of  §1000  per  annum.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Report  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  E.  Pier- 
son  Beebe,  trustee,  for  the  remission  of  a  certain 
tax  assessed  upon  the  estate  of  the  late  Waldo 
Maynard.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  print  as  a  city  document 
the  argument  of  J.  L.  Stackpole  before  the  Legis- 


lative Committee  on  Education,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  $100.  Referred  in  concurrence  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

Reports  and  orders  to  allow  the  following- 
named  parties  to  erect  wooden  buildings  on  their 
respective  premises,  viz: 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany, on  Marginal  street. 

Beacon  Oil  Company,  on  Chelsea  street,  Ward  1. 

William  Austin,  on  Forest  Hills  street. 

People's  Ice  Company,  on  Gary  street. 

Orders  severally  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  widening  South  street,  and 
passage  of  resolve  and  order  to  widen  said  street. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  extension  of  Essex  street, 
and  passage  of  resolve  and  order  to  extend  said 
street.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  extension  of  Newbury  street 
to  West  Chester  park,  and  passage  of  resolve  and 
order  to  extend  said  street.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  appropriation  of  S2000  for  music  on 
the  Common  and  public  grounds  during  the  sum- 
mer months  under  the  direction  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common,  etc.  As  amended  passed  in  con- 
currence— yeas  11,  nays  none. 

Order  for  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  to  re- 
port what  terms  can  be  made  with  the  president 
and  fellows  of  Harvard  College  under  chap.  144  of 
acts  of  1880,  relating  to  the  "Arnold  Arboretum." 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  proposing  to  repaint  the  fence  around 
"Lowell  square."  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common,  etc.,  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  purchase  a  site  for  a  pri- 
mary schoolhouse  on  Bailey  street,  Ward  24,  at  a 
cost  of  $2729.75,  and  erect  a  schoolhouse  thereon 
at  a  cost  of  $2700.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

THE  250TH  ANNIVERSARY. 

The  report  of  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Cele- 
bration of  250th  Anniversary  of  the  Settlement  of 
Boston,  with  order  to  increase  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements  by  the  addition  of  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council  and  three  other  mem- 
bers, with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join,  and  that  the  Mayor  be  invited  to  cooperate 
with  said  committee,  and  that  $25,000  be  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose,  came  up  from  the  Coun- 
cil, tbe  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  re- 
solve and  orders  in  concurrence. 

The  resolve  and  outers  were  passed— yeas  11, 
nays  none;  and,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck, 
the  Chair  appointed  to  be  joined  to  the  commit- 
tee Aldermen  Breck,  Caton  and  Woolley,  and  to 
them  the  chairman  was  added. 

FOURTH  OF    JULY  CELEBRATION. 

The  order  appointing  a  committee  of  fourteen 
members  of  the  Common  Council  with 'such  as  the 
Board  may  join  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
celebration  of  July  4,  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  came  up 
from  the  Council,  the  question  being  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  in  concurrence. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  11,  nays  none;  and 
the  Chair  appointed,  to  be  joined  to  the  commit- 
tee. Aldermen  Tiles,  Slade,  Flynn,  Walbridge, 
Whitten,  Thorndike,  Caton,  Tucker,  Breck  and 
Woolley. 

EXCAVATING  MACHINERY. 

The  order  to  purchase  the  right  to  use  the  ex- 
cavating machinery  patented  by  Howard  A.  Car- 
son, at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $-^500,  came  up 
amended  so  that  said  purchase  shall  be  made 
"under  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor."  The 
question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as 
amended  by  the  Council. 

Alderman  Woolley— That  seems  to  be  quite  a 
large  sum  for  such  a  purpose,  and  I  would  like  to 
have  a  little  explanation  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  as  to  what 
they  propose  to  purchase— what  they  are  to  have 
for  their  money;  whether  the  city  is  using  this  or 
whether  the  contractor  is  using  it  for  himself 
alone. 

Alderman  Slade— I  supposed  the  Aldermen  all 
understood  this  matter.  This  is  machinery  that 
Mr.  Carson  is  now  using  upon  the  improved  sew- 
erage work.  You  will  recollect  that  last  year  it 
was  used  on  Washington  street,  in  front  of  the 
old  Marlboro'  Hotel.  It  is  machinery  by  which 
you  take  dirt  from  a  trench  and  carry  it  back  and 
dump  it  without  throwing  it  into  the  street. 
They  have  a  patent  on  this,  and  we  consider  it  a 
valuable  thing  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  own.  We 
believe  we  are  getting  it  at  a  very  low  figure. 
The  city  of  Boston  has   the    right  to  use  it  here- 
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after  on  all  sewers.  Probably  when  we  come  to 
{ret  into  the  city  with  this  improved  sewer  we  can 
use  it  to  great  advantage  and  not  obstruct  the 
streets.  In  order  to  use  it  the  city  must  buy  it, 
and  we  think  the  price  is  very  low. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

THE    KECORD    COMMISSIONERS. 

The  request  of  Record  Commissioners  therefor, 
and  an  order  to  print  the  Book  of  Possessions  of 
Town  of  Roxbury— a  volume  of  the  Records  of 
the  Town  of  Boston — a  volume  of  the  Annals  of 
Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages  attainable  from  all 
sources — and  a  reprint  of  the  topographical  notes 
of  the  late  Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch — at  a  cost  of 
$3000,  came  up  from  the  Council,  the  question 
being  on  the  passage  of  the  orders  in  concur- 
rence. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  to  substitute  the  follow- 
ing orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Record  Commissioners  of 
Boston  be  directed  to  have  copied,  printed,  in- 
dexed, bound  and  distributed  in  the  manner  of 
their  former  reports  the  four  volumes  specified 
in  their  communication  of  this  date  to  the  City 
Council,  the  total  expense  not  to  exceed  $3000; 
the  cost  of  printing  and  binding  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Printing,  and  the  cost  of 
preparing  the  copy  for  printing  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Record  Commissioners. 

Ordered,  That  the  cost  of  printing  and  binding 
the  volume  of  Records  of  the  Town  of  Dorchester 
under  the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men Nov.  3,  1879,  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  printing,  and  that  the  cost  of  preparing  copy 
for  printing  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Record  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Viles— These  orders  make*no  change 
in  the  documents  to  be  printed,  but  merely  in  the 
method  of  paying  for  the  work.  The  auditor 
states  that  the  cost  of  preparing  the  records  be- 
longs to  the  Record  Commissioners  to  pay,  and 
should  come  from  their  appropriation-.  The 
printine  and  binding  belongs  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing.  That  is  all  the  change  made  by  the 
orders. 

The  orders  offered  hy  Alderman  Viles  were  sub- 
stituted for  the  orders  coming  from  the  Council, 
and  were  passed.    Sent  down. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR    IN    WARD    TWELVE. 

The  election  of  John  Osborne,  Jr.,  as  Second 
Assistant  Assessor  in  Ward  12,  in  place  of  Rich- 
ard F.  Jennings  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, came  up  from  the  Council. 

An  election  was  ordered,  and  Alderman  Thorn- 
dike  and  Whittier  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  A  ballot  was  taken 
with  the  following  result: 

"Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

John  Osborne,  Jr.,  had 8 

Richard  F.  Jennings  had 3 

And  John  Osborne,  Jr.,  was  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

CHURCH   SQUARE. 

The  Oder  to  refer  to  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners the  papers  of  1879  relating  to  Church 
square  in  Ward  24  came  up  from  the  Council  for 
passage  in  concurrence. 

Alderman  Breck  —  That  subject  has  already 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Parks;  there  have 
been  several  hearings  upon  it  and  a  great  deal  of 
time  has  been  spent.  If  in  order,  I  would  move 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parks. 

Alderman  Flynn—  I  would  suggest  to  the  Alder- 
man that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares.  I  think  that  is  the  most 
appropriate  reference. 

Alderman  Breck— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  state  that  if  we  refer 
this  to  the  Street  Commissioners  they  would  be 
obliged  to  send  it  back  here  for  confirmation. 
They  cannot  name  a  square  without  sending  the 
name  to  the  Board  for  confirmation.  I  would 
move  that  we  adhere  to  our  former  action  in  re- 
ferring it  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares. 

The  motion  to  adhere  prevailed,  and  the  sub- 
ject was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares  in  non-concurrence. 

CITY  POINT  AND  WEST  ROXBURY  PARKS. 

The  report  that  the  subject  of  appropriating 
$910,000  tor  the  purchase  of  the  contemplated  City 
Point  and  West  Roxbury  parks  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance   to   provide   the  means— 


also  that  they  accompany  their  report  on  this 
subject  with  a  statement  of  "the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  city  at  this  time,"  came  up  for  concur- 
rence in  the  reference. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  that  I  shall 
vote  against  the  reference  of  this  matter,  but  at 
the  same  time  I  want  to  have  it  understood  that 
I  do  not  commit  myself  at  all  to  the  purchase  of 
these  parks.  When  the  matter  comes  up,  at  the 
proper  time,  I  shall  feel  at  liberty  to  vote  as  I 
think  best.  I  do  not  propose  to  vote  to  purchase 
any  of  this  land  until  I  have  seen  it  and  know 
something  about  it. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  understands  that  it 
is  a  simple  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, and  the  Alderman  will  have  a  perfect 
right  to  vote  as  he  pleases  when  the  report  is  re- 
ceived. 

The  report  was  referred  in  concurrence. 

WEST    WOOD    ISLAND    PARK. 

The  order  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  pro- 
vide ths  means — $70,000 — for  laying  out  a  public 
park  at  East  Boston  on  West  Wood  Island,  came 
up  from  the  Council  for  concurrence  in  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Parks. 

Alderman  Slade— It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  little 
different  from  the  other  matter,  because  it  orders 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  mi  ans 
for  laying  out  the  park.  They  have  no  other  alter- 
native.   I  do  not  like  that. 

The  Chairman — The  order  is  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Parks. 

Alderman  Slade— All  right. 

The  Chairman— After  they  make  their  report  it 
will  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

The  order  was  referred  in  concurrence. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  PUBLIC  BOARDS. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital.  Notice  of  organiza- 
tion by  the  election  of  George  W.  Pope  as  presi- 
dent and  H.  H,  Sprague  as  secretaiy.  Sent 
down. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  Notice  of  or- 
ganization by  the  election  of  Samuel  Little  as 
president  and  W.  H.  Hodgkins  as  clerk.  Sent 
down. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Notice  of  or- 
ganization by  the  election  of  Thomas  L.  Jenks 
president  and  Horace  B.  Butler  clerk.  Sent 
down. 

POLICE  COMMISSIONERS'   MONTHLY  REPORT. 

The  report  of  the  Police  Commissioners  for  the 
month  ending  April  30,  1880,  was  accepted  and 
placed  on  file.  The  whole  number  of  men  on  the 
force  May  1,  1880,  was  697.  The  receipts  for 
licenses  for  the  month  of  April  were  $115.  The. 
number  of  arrests  in  April  was  1959.  The  expen- 
ditures during  the  month  were  $69,904.56.  Bal- 
ance in  the  treasury,  $797,687.44. 

HEARING  ORDERED. 

Petition  of  Jeremiah  Carew,  to  be  compensated 
for  damages  sustained  by  the  location  and  con- 
struction of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  tracks  upon 
and  over  his  land  in  South  Boston.  Order  of 
notice  issued  returnable  on  the  24th  of  May  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 

POLICE  CHARITABLE  FUND. 

The  trustees  of  the  Police  Charitable  Fund  sub- 
mitted their  annual  report  as  follows  for  the  year 
ending  April  30,  1880: 
Cash  on  hand  May  l,1879,belong- 

ingto  income $4,440.11 

Receipts. 
Income— Proceeds  of  sales  of  City 
of  Boston   bonds    (7000)    pur- 
chased with  income 8,409.50 

Interest  on  City  of  Boston  bonds     4,646.53 
Interest  on  deposit  in  City  Treas- 
ury    49.77 

13,105.80 

Fees  from  City  Treasurer  to  con- 
stitute Police  Charitable  Fund.  7,700.00 

25,245.91 

Payments. 

To  retired  policemen  on  requisi- 
tions of  Police  Commission $9,724.00 

Police  Charitable  Trust  Fund— in- 
vestment in  City  of  Boston 
bonds 7,700.00 

To  beneficiaries  of  the  fund 4,508.75 

Balance  of  cash  April  30,  1880, 
belonging  to  income 3,313.16 

25,245.91 
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The  Police  Charitable  Fund. 

Total  amount §85,950.00 

Invested  as  follows : 
Tn  City  of  Boston  6  per  cent,  cur- 
rency bonds $67,750.00 

JjiCity  of  Boston  5  per  cent,  cur- 

rencybonds 18,200.00 

85,950.00 

Income  Unexpended. 
Cash  on  deposit  ill  GloDe  Nation- 
al Bank §3,313.16 

There  are  twenty-six  beneficiaries  of  this  fund. 
The  retired  policemen  are  not  now  paid  their  pen- 
sions from  the  income  of  this  fund,  the  last  pay- 
aneut  being  Jan.  3,  1880,  for  the  reason  that  the 
interest  derived  from  the  investment  of  the  fund 
"was  found  to  be  only  sufficient  to  pay  the  bene- 
ficiaries entitled  to  the  same.  They  are  now  paid 
-from  the  Police  appropriation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frederick  O.  Prince. 
C.  H.  Dennie. 
Alfred  T.  Turner. 
Trustees  of  the  Police  Charitable  Fund. 

INVITATIONS  ACCEPTED. 

Invitation  of  Post  92,  G.  A.  R.,  to  participate  in 
^fhe  exercises  of  Decoration  Day,  Sunday,  May  30. 
^Accepted. 

Invitation  to  attend  convention  of  Yardmas- 
ters'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  in  Boston,  June 
A    Accepted. 

CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Siegfried  Woolfsohn 
'was  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

REPORTS   OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

City  Clerk.  Report  for  the  quarter  ending  April 
30,  1880.  Received  and  paid  to  City  Collector, 
.$777.71.    Sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  North  Scales.  Report  for  the 
^quarter  ending  April  30, 1880.    Sent  down. 

THE  BtTRRILL  CLAIM. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following  communica- 
tion from  the  City  Solicitor: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen— The 
order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy,  was  duly  transmitted  to  me, 
■yiz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  this  Board  his  opinion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  following  qui  stions,  which  is  desired 
zf  or  information  in  regard  to  the  non-payment  of 
a  draft  duly  transmitted  to  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts in  connection  with  an  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  Sept.  12, 
1870,  in  settlement  of  a  claim  of  Charles  Burrill 
against  the  city: 

1.  Has  not  the  City  Council  full  right  and 
power  to  settle  claims  against  the  city,  on  such 
terms  as  it  may  deem  proper;  and  after  such  set- 
tlement is  made  and  agreed  to  by  all  the  parties 
interested,  is  it  competent  for  a  succeeding  City 
Council  to  reinvestigate  the  grounds  of  action  of 
their  predecessors,  or  rescind,  annul  or  repudiate 
the  order  for  payment  according  to  the  agree- 
ment, unless  by  reason  of  the  allegation  of  fraud 
connected  with  the  transaction? 

2.  Are  you  aware  of  any  evidence  ascertained 
since  the  investigation  of  the  case  by  the  City 
Council  in  1869  which  would  tend  to  show  that  the 
City  Council  of  1870,  in  passing  the  order  for  the 
payment  of  $40,000  in  full  settlement  of  the  claim  of 
Charles  Burrill,  acted  under  any  such  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  facts  as  would  justify  a  reinvesti- 
gation by  its  successors  ? 

3.  Did  not  the  dissolving  of  the  injunction  ob- 
tained by  George  W.  Torrey  and  others,  restrain- 
ing the  city  officials  from  paying  the  amount 
voted  by  the  City  Council,  remove  the  only  ob- 
stacle to  the  payment  of  the  drafts  by  the  Audit- 
or, so  far  as  the  injunction  process  of  the  Court 
■was  concerned? 

4.  In  what  manner,  it  any,  did  the  act  of  the 
Legislature,  chapter  183,  1871,  which  was  passed 
in  response  to  the  personal  petition  of  Charles 
Burrill,  and  confirmatory  of  this  special  order  of 
the  City  Council,  authorize  or  furnish  grounds 
for  the  Auditor  to  refuse  payment  of  the  draft? 

•5.  If  either  of  these  proceedings  above  men- 
tioned, or  if  there  were  any  other  reasons  which 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Auditor  rendered  it  im- 
proper for  him  to  pay  the  draft,  in  your  opinion 
<to  the  city  ordinances  invest  him  with  discretion- 
ary power  in  such  case,  or  is  it  his  duty  to  report 
the  circumstances  to  the  City  Council,  and  ask 
for  instruction  as  to  his  authority  to  pay  the 
-draft  in  his  hands  ? 


I  respectfully  submit  the  following  reply  to  the 
several  questions  contained  in  the  order: 

1.  The  City  Council  has  not  only  the  right,  but 
the  duty,  to  settle,  or  provide  for  the  settlement 
of,  all  just  and  legal  claims  against  the  city,  and 
it  has  a  broad  discretion  in  fixing  the  terms  of 
such  settlements.  But  the  City  Council  has  not 
the  right  to  order  to  be  paid  from  the  city  treas- 
ury claims  which  have  no  legal  foundation;  and 
if,  by  mistake  or  misjudgment,  it  attempts  to  ex- 
ert its  power  in  this  direction,  its  action  may  be 
restrained  by  injunction  by  judicial  authority. 
The  fact  that  this  authority  has  been  twice  in- 
voked and  exercised  in  regard  to  the  claim  which 
is  now  the  subject  of  inquiry  illustrates  this 
principle.  The  City  Council  for  the  time  being 
has  the  same  right  to  reinvestigate  the  action  of 
a  preceding  City  Council,  and  to  rescind  or  annul 
any  order  passed  by  it,  that  the  Council  which 
passed  the  order  would  have  if  it  still  remained 
in  office.  I  fail,  however,  to  see  the  pertinency  of 
this  part  of  the  question  to  the  present  inquiry, 
because,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  nothing  has 
been  done  by  the  City  Council  in  any  year  which 
purports  to  rescind  or  annul  the  order  of  Septem- 
ber, 1870,  relating  to  Mr.  Burrill's  claim. 

2.  No  evidence  exists  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Burrill's  claim,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends, 
that  was  not  known  when  that  claim  was  under 
investigation  by  the  City  Council  in  the  year  1869. 

3.  When  the  injunction  referred  to  was 
dissolved,  it  was,  of  course,  no  longer  operative, 
and  could  not  control  the  action  of  the  Auditor 
or  any  other  officer  of  the  city. 

4.  Chapter  183  of  the  acts  of  1871  did  not 
and  was  never  supposed  to    "authorize  or  furnish 

f  rounds  for  the  Auditor  to  refuse  payment  of  the 
raft";  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  find  author- 
ity for  making  the  payment  before  it  could  be 
made.  The  question  assumes  that  that  statute 
"was  confirmatory  of  this  special  order  of  the 
City  Council."  I  did  not  so  construe  that  statute, 
and  advised  the  Auditor  on  his  application  that 
it  would  not  justify  him  in  allowing  the  payment 
of  the  order.  The  order  was  a  nullity  when  it 
was  passed,  because  the  City  Council  had  no  law- 
ful authority  to  pass  it,  and  on  this  ground  the 
injunction  against  its  passage  was  founded.  The 
statute  did  not  give  or  purport  to  give  validity  or 
force  to  this  order;  it  only  authorized  the  city  to 
pay  Mr.  Burrill  forty  thousand  dollars  if  it  should 
see  fit,  but  this  payment  could  not  be  made  with- 
out further  action  of  the  City  Council.  Mr.  Bur- 
rill's advisers  contended  that  the  order  of  Sept. 
12,  1870,  constituted  a  claim,  the  payment  of 
which  could  be  enforced  at  law.  Acting  upon 
this  theory,  after  an  ineffectual  effort  to  induce 
the  City  Council  to  take  further  action  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Burrill,  a  suit  was  brought  upon  that  order, 
and  the  Supreme  Court  decided  against  him.  The 
suit  was  instituted  in  the  name  of  Henry  W. 
Paine,  assignee,  and  the  decision  of  the  court  may 
be  found  in  the  12-ith  volume  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Reports,  page  486. 

5.  In  my  opinion,  neither  by  law  nor  ordi- 
nance, is  the  Auditor  required  to  refer  to  the  City 
Council  questions  of  law  in  regard  to  his  duties. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Healt, 

City  Solicitor. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck    the  communica- 
tion was  laid  on  the  table. 

MYSTIC  VALLEY  SEWER. 

Alderman  Thorn  dike,  for  the  Committee  on 
Water,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Water  Board  respecting  the  reconveyance  of  cer- 
tain lands  taken  by  the  city,  but  not  needed  for 
the  Mystic  Valley  Sewer,  submitted  a  report  that 
the  said  lands,  having  already  been  reconveyed 
by  the  Water  Board  under  authority  of  an  ordi- 
nance passed  in  February,  1879,  no  further  action 
is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

TELEGRAPH  AND  TELEPHONE  LINES. 

Alderman  Slade  called  for  the  special  assign- 
ment, which  was  the  report  and  ordinance  in  re- 
lation to  the  management  and  control  of  tele- 
graph and  telephone  lines  by  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, (Doc.  51),  with  substitute  therefor,  sub- 
mitted by  Alderman  Woolley,  to  place  such  man- 
agement, etc.,  under  an  ofhcer,  to  be  elected  for 
three  years  by  the  City  Council,  called  the  "Su- 
pervisor of  Telegraphs."    (Doc.  59.) 

Alderman  Slade— I  hold  in  my  hand  what  I  wish 
to  offer  as  a  substitute.  I  will  merely  say  that  the 
substitute  which  I  offer  has  been  examined  by 
the  telephone  and  telegraph  companies  and  by 
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the  Fire  Commissioners:  also  by  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  all.  I  move 
that  it  be  printed,  and  that  the  subject  be  as- 
signed ior  next  Monday. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Following  is  the  substitute  ordinance  offered  by 
Alderman  Slade: 

An  Ordinance 
In  Relation  to  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Lines. 
Be  it  ordained  by   the   Aldermen  and  Common 

Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follows: 

Section  1.  Every  line  of  wires  for  transmitting 
intelligence  by  electricity  shall  be  so  constructed, 
placed  and  maintained  as  not  to  interfere  with 
other  lines,  nor  with  the  operations  of  the  Fire 
Department;  and  for  carrying  out  this  provision, 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  by  general  regu- 
lations, or  by  special  order  in  any  particular  case, 
not  inconsistent  with  this  or  any  future  ordinance 
may  prescribe  the  position  of  wires  and  fixture, 
so  far  as  may  be  reasonably  necessary  to  prevens 
the  same  from  incommoding  the  public  use  of 
highways  or  public  roads,  endangering  or  inter- 
rupting the  navigation  of  any  waters,  or  interfer-, 
ing  with  the  operations  of  the  Fire  Department; 
and  all  wires  and  fixtures  shall  be  constructed 
and  maintained  in  conformity  with  such  regula- 
tions or  orders;  and  they  may  require  the  position 
of  wires  and  fixtures  heretofore  or  hereafter 
erected  to  be  changed,  at  the  expense  of  the 
owner  thereof,  to  conform  to  such  regulations 
and  orders. 

Any  person  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make 
such  change  and  who  shall  neglect  so  to  do  for 
more  than  ten  days  ;.fter  written  notice  of  such 
requisition  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
ten  dollars  for  each  offence. 

Sect.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  person 
who  owns  a  line  of  wires  within  the  city  of  Boston 
to  file  with  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
within  sixty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  ordi- 
nance and  its  approval  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
a  description  of  the  location  of  the  same;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  every  person  who  shall  here- 
after construct  a  line  of  wires  within  the  city  of 
Boston  to  file  a  like  description  with  said  board 
within  ten  days  after  the  completion  of  such  line. 
Any  person  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  file  such  de- 
scription, and  who  shall  fail  to  do  so,  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  a  fine  not  exceeding  $10  for  each  offence. 

Sect.  3.  No  lines  of  wires  shall  be  established 
or  maintained  in  the  city  of  Boston  along  or 
across  public  highways  except  from  the  roof  of 
one  building  to  another,  or  from  suitable  posts; 
and  in  all  cases  the  height  of  the  wires  shall  be 
not  less  than  thirty  feet  from  the  surface  of  such 
highways. 

Sect.  4.  The  City  Clerk  shall  furnish  the  Fire 
Commissioners  with  certified  copies  of  all  loca- 
tions of  wires  granted  by  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men. The  said  commissioners  shall  cause  to  be 
prepared  by  the  City  Surveyor  such  plans  of  said 
locations  as  they  deem  necessary. 

Sect.  5.  All  employes  or  any  person,  persons  or 
corporation  owning  or  operating  such  lines  shall 
be  furnished  with  a  license  from  them,  stating 
the  duties  of  such  officials,  which  shall  be  shown 
whenever  access  is  desired  by  them  to  any  build- 
ine.  Any  such  employe  refusing  to  exhibit  such 
license  when  seeking  to  enter  any  building  on 
such  business  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing $20. 

Sect.  6.  Any  person,  persons,  or  corporation 
to  whom  a  location  has  been  granted  may  sur- 
render the  same  by  giving  ten  days'  notice  there- 
of to  the  City  Clerk  in  writing.  After  thirty  days 
from  date  of  such  notice  any  wires  or  appliances 
remaining  along  or  across  any  public  highway 
shall  be  removed  by  the  Fire  Commissioners,  at 
the  expense  of  such  licensees. 

Sect.  7.  All  locations  of  wires  hereafter  made 
shall  be  held  to  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  ordinance,  or  any  modification  or  repeal 
thereof  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston. 

Sect.  8.  Nothing  contained  in  this  ordinance 
shall  apply  to  the  location  of  poles  in  the  public 
highways  nor  to  lines  laid  under  any  public  way 
or  square. 

HIGH   SERVICE  FOR  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Thorndike,  for  the  Committee  on 
Water,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
East  Boston  Trade  Association  for  a  system  of 
high  service  for  that  section  of  the  city,  submit- 
ted a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  or- 
der that  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  to  establish  a  system   of 


high  service  for  supplying  Cochituate  water  to 
East  Boston  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $33,500, 
to  be  paid  from  the  Cochituate  water  revenue. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

WATERS  OF  STONY    BROOK. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order  —  That  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  construct  a  covered  chan- 
nel to  carry  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook  from  the 
Back  Bay  park  to  Charles  River,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $110,000;  td  be  chaiged  to  the  special  ap- 
propriation for  that  purpose. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES  TO  MINORS. 

Alderman  Breck,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  li- 
censes to  twelve  newsboys.  Report  accepted  and. 
licenses  granted. 

CLAIMS  FOR  PERSONAL   INJURIES. 

Alderman  Breck,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following  reports: 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Ann 
O'Brien,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  Shawmut  avenue. 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  George 
A.  Langford,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Charles  street. 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  the.  petition  of  Albert  W. 
Daniels,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  Brighton  avenue. 

Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

CONTRACT  FOR    GAS. 

Alderman  Breck,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
offered  an  order  that  the  Committee  on  Lamps  be? 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract  with> 
the  Charlestown  Gas  Company  for  supplying  four 
cubic  feet  of  gas  per  hour  for  each  of  the  public 
lamps  in  that  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  city 
embraced  within  their  charter,  for  three  years 
from  April  15,  1880,  at  the  rate  of  $1.87y2  cents  per 
cubic  foot.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

COUNTY  COURTS,  CLERK  MIRE. 

Alderman  Tucker,  for  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, reported  the  following  requisitions  for 
clerk  hire,  made  by  the  clerks  of  courts,  as  fol- 
lows: John  Noble,  Clerk  of  Supreme  Court,  $118; 
Joseph  Willard,  Clerk  of  Superior  Court  for  Civil 
Business,  $145.82;  John  P.  Manning,  Clerk  of  Su- 
perior Court  for  Criminal  Business,  $200.  Ac- 
cepted. 

PRINTING  THE  AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order  that  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  for  the 
financial  year  1879-80  be  submitted  in  print,  and 
that  5500  copies  thereof  be  printed  for  distribu- 
tion at  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  City 
Hall,  and  the  several  police  station  houses,  and. 
that  public  advertisement  be  made  of  the  fact 
in  the  newspapers  that  said  reports  have  been  so 
placed  for  distribution  where  the  citizens  may  ob- 
tain them  upon  application. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS  TO  PROJECT  LANTERNS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  reports  from  the- 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  project  lan- 
terns to  Patrick  F.  Sheppard,  at  16  Hayward 
place,  and  to  John  Holmes,  at  669  Washington 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS   FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting: 
permits  to  Fitch  &  Jay  to  locate  and  use  a  steam, 
engine  and  boiler  at  377  Commercial  street;  and 
to  the  Highland  Street  Railway  Company  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  at  824  Shawmut  avenue. 
Severally  accepted. 

PAYMENT  FOR  LAND  TAKEN. 

Alderman  Flynn,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets,, 
reported  an  order  to  pay  Elizabeth  McDavitt 
$25,000  for  land  damages  on  Commercial  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Also  an  order  to  pay  Benjamin  Hadley  $91.60  for 
land  taken  on  Cambridge  street,  Charlestown. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

PROTECTION  OF  HIGH  BUILDINGS  FROM  FIRE. 

Alderman  Woolley  for  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department,to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Edward  Atkinson  and  others,  asking  the  city  to 
adopt  a  plan  for  the  protection  of  high  buildings- 
from  the  dangers  of  fire  by  the  establishment  of 
a  system  of  pipes  and  hydrants  upon  the  roofs 
of   such  buildings,  submitted  a  report  that  in. 
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their  opinion  the  proposed  scheme  should  prop- 
erly be  undertaken  by  private  enterprise,  and, 
therefore,  recommend  that  no  further  action  be 
taken  in  the  matter  by  the  City  Council.  Accept- 
ed.   Sent  down. 

ADORNMENT  OF  PRIVATE  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Flynn,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petitions  of  the  representatives  of  the  Insti- 
tute of  Technology  and  the  Natural  History 
Society,  asking  that  the  city  take  charge  of  the 
grounds  owned  by  those  societies  and  adorn  them 
with  plants  and  flowers, reported  that  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee  it  would  be  inexpedient  for 
the  city  to  assume  the  charge  of  any  grounds  not 
belonging  to  the  city,  and  therefore  recommend 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac- 
cepted.   Sent  down. 

ARMORIES. 

Ald«rroan  Flynn,  for  the  Committee  on  Armo- 
ries, reported  the  following  orders. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  Colonel 
Ezra  J.  Trull,  commanding  Fifth  Regiment,  M.  "V  . 
M.,  the  sum  of  $250,  on  account  of  fitting  up  and 
furnishing  the  headquarters  of  said  organization 
at  No.  15  Pemberton  square;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
of  Company  D,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M. 
V.  M.,  at  No.  348  Washington  street,  be  discontin- 
ued on  and  after  April  1,  1880,  and  that  the  sum 
of  §800  per  annum  be  allowed  for  the  rent  of  the 
armory  for  said  company  at  Boylston  Hall, 
corner  of  Washington  and  Boylston  streets, 
beginning  April  1,  1880,  to  continue  until 
otherwise  ordered;  and,  also,  that  the  sum 
of  §350  be  allowed  for  furnishing  and  fitting  up 
the  same,  provided  that  the  said  company  shall 
obtain  for  the  city  a  release  and  discharge  from 
all  liability  under  the  existing  lease  of  the  prem- 
ises No.  348  Washington  street;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  xhe  headquarters  of  the  Fifth 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  81  Main  street, 
Charlestown,  be  discontinued  on  and  after  April 
1, 1880,  and  that  the  sum  of  §600  per  annum  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  the  rent  of  headquarters  at 
No.  15  Pemberton  square,  beginning  April  1,  1880, 
and  continuing  until  otherwise  ordered;  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

FEDERAL-STREET    BRIDGE    NUISANCE. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
to  whom  was  referred,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health,  the  order  for  the  removal  of  a  nuisance 
at  Federal-street  Bridge,  reported  an  order— That 
the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  is  hereby  directed 
to  remove  the  deposit  of  sewage  matter  from  the 
lower  side  of  Federal-street  Bridge.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

THE  USE  OF  FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Slade,  for  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  leave,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  the  petition  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Club  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  May  26, 
for  a  dinner  therein.    Accepted. 

SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Alderman  Slade,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  reported  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  build 
an  addition  of  four  rooms  to  the  Prince  School- 
house,  furnish  an  additional  boiler  for  the  same, 
and  repair  the  ventilating  apparatus,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  §25,000;  the  plans  for  the  same  to 
be  drawn  by  the  City  Architect  and  approved  by 
the  Committee  on  Schoolhouses  on  the  part  of 
the  School  Board;  the  expense  thereof  to  be 
charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  such  pur- 
pose.   Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  erect 
an  eight-room  grammar  schoolhouse  of  brick  at 
Egleston  Square  on  land  now  occupied  by  the  pri- 
mary school,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $45,000,  the 
plans  for  the  same  to  be  prepared  by  the  City  Ar- 
chitect and.approved  by  the  Committee  on  School- 
houses  on  the  part  of  the  School  Board,  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appro- 
priation provided  for  such  purpose.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 


PORTRAITS     IN    FANEUIL     HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Faneuil  Hall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  renovate  the  portraits  and  paint- 
ings in  the  hall  of  said  building  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  §150,  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  incidentals.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

STREET    RAILWAY    LOCATIONS. 

Alderman  Slade,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following  : 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  extend  their  tracks  through 
Milk,  Oliver,  Franklin  and  Broad  streets,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order  of  location. 

For  the  Committee, 

■Lucius  Slade, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  clown  a  single  track  as  follows,  viz.: 

Commencing  at  a  point  in  the  tracks  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  as  now  laid 
down  on  Milk  street,  opposite  the  westerly  line 
of  Congress  street;  thence  extending  through 
Milk  street  to  Pearl  street,  through  Pearl  street  to 
Franklin  street,  through  Franklin  street  to  Broad 
street,  and  through  Broad  street  to  Atlantic  ave- 
nue, there  to  connect  with  the  tracks  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  as  now  laid  down  on  said 
Atlantic  avenue.  Said  company  shall  also  have 
the  right  to  lay  down  a  curved  track  at  the 
northerly  corner  of  Broad  and  High  streets,  to 
connect  the  track  located  by  this  order  on  Broad 
street  with  the  track  of  said  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road, as  now  laid  down  on  High  street.  The  tracks 
located  by  this  order  are  shown  on  plans  drawn 
by  Arthur  Hodges,  Civil  Engineer,  dated  April 
15, 1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  said  tracks,  the  form  of  rail  to  be 
used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material  used 
in  paving  said  track  shall  be  under  the  direction 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall 
be  approved  by  them.  Also  upon  condition  that 
the  said  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  shall  ac- 
cept this  order  of  location  and  shall  agree  in 
writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  therein 
contained,  aid  shall  file  said  acceptance  and 
agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days 
of  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  order;  other- 
wise it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

The  order  of  location  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
Sent  down. 

Alderman  Slade  also  submitted  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  douhle  tracks  commencing  at  a 
point  in  the  tracks  of  rhe  Metropolitan  and  High- 
land railroads  at  the  intersection  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Warren  street,  thence  over  said  War- 
ren street  to  Washington  street,  Dorchester  Dis- 
trict, and  thence  over  and  upon  said  Washington 
street  to  a  point  four  hundred  feet  south  of  the 
southerly  line  of  Norfolk  streer,  there  to  connect 
by  curved  tracks  with  the  car-houses  of  said  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  Company  on  said  Washington 
street.  The  tracks  located  by  this  order  being 
shown  on  plans  drawn  by  Arthur  Hodges,  civil 
engineer,  dated  April  10, 1880,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  said  tracks,  the  precise  location  of 
the  same,  and  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used,  shall  be 
under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  the  space  occupied  by 
said  tracks,  and  eighteen  inches  outside  thereof, 
and  the  space  between  the  double  tracks,  shall  be 
paved  with  small  granite  blocks,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
take  up  and  remove  the  single  track  on  the  side 
of  the  roadway  of  said  Warren  and  Washington 
streets,  between  the  points  above  designated,  and 
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put  said  roadway  in  good  condition  for  public 
travel,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets.  Also,  upon  condition  that  said  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order 
of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall 
file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City 
Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  this  order; 
otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following  reports  and  orders: 

Orders  to  sprinkle  portions  of  the  following- 
streets:  Harrison  avenue,  Dorchester  avenue, 
Pleasant  street,  Dorchester,  Commercial  street, 
Dorchester,  Washington  street,  Eliot  square, 
Roxbury  street,  Highland  street,  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue, Dudley  and  Stoughton  streets,  Humphrey 
street,  Cambridge  street,  Chestnut  Hill  avenue 
and  Washington  street,  Brighton  District,  Beach 
street,  Commercial  street,  Porter  street,  Warren 
street,  Roxbury,  Dudley  street,  Walnut  avenue, 
Roxbury,  First  street.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  to  repave  Charles  street  from  Cambridge 
street  to  Beacon  street;  estimated  cost  $5000. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  grade  and  macadamize  Mather  street 
from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Allston  street;  also  to 
furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  gut- 
ters of  said  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  Beacon  street  as  widened 
from  West  Chester  park  to  Brighton  avenue;  es- 
timated cost  $4500.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  around  the  square 
formed  by  the  intersection  of  Albany,  Mall  and 
Dearborn  streets;  also  to  furnish  and  set  the 
edgestones  and  pave  the  sidewalks  and  gutters  on 
the  westerly  side  of  Dearborn  street,  between 
Eustis  aDd  Mall  streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Orchard  Park 
street  and  Chadwick  street  adjacent  to  Orchard 
Park.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pave  Palmer  street  with  small  granite 
blocks  from  Aibany  street  to  Harrison  avenue, 
estimated  cost  $3000.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  the  estate  of 
Philenia  Tenny,  26  Langdon  street,  and  in  front 
of  estate  of  George  Wheatland,  Jr.,  on  Marl- 
borough and  Hereford  streets.  Severally  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front 
of  the  following  estates-  Otis  D.  Dana,  corner  of 
Broadway  and  M  street;  Laban  Pratt,  Walnut 


street,  Dorchester;  Joseph  B.  Bassett,  400  to  418 
Tremont  street,  79  to  87  Albion  street  and  on 
Castle,  Pond  and  Albion  streets;  James  H.  Up- 
ham,  765  to  777  Dudley  street;  Walter  Farnsworth, 
61  Dearborn  street;  Rice  &  Hutchins,  Troy  street; 
Henry  L.  Batchelder,  2999  Washington  street; 
Ruth  C.  Brown,  119  Commonwealth  avenue; 
Uriah  H.  Coffin,  256  Commonwealth  avenue;  H. 
W.  Barnes,  310  Marlborough  street;  Annie  H. 
Bates,  316  Marlborough  street;  Silas  W.  Merrill, 
125  to  129  Newbury  street.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Orders  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  in 
front  of  estates  of  Catherine  Portunato,  98  George 
street,  and  of  James  Smith,  on  Call  street,  West 
Roxbury.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  grant  permission  to  Silas  Potter  to 
occupy  the  sidewalk  and  six  feet  of  the  roadway 
in  front  of  his  estate  on  Alaska  street  while  re- 
building the  bank  wall  of  said  street;  and  order 
to  grant  permission  to  Mr.  Goggin  to  remove,  at 
his  own  expense,  the  rocks  on  Washington  street, 
near  Beach  street,  West  Roxbury,  lying  between 
the  travelled  roadway  and  the  line  of  his  estate. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  of  permits  to  move  wooden  build- 
ings on  the  usual  conditions  as  follows:  Timothy 
Ahern,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Plimpton 
street,  near  Albany  street,  to  Plimpton  street, 
near  Harrison  avenue,  Ward  17;  William  R. 
Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Washington  street,  through  Washington  and 
Rockwell  streets,  Ward  24;  Timothy  Ahern  and 
son,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Howard 
street,  Ward  20,  across  said  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  that  the  following  petitions  be  grant- 
ed: Of  B.  F.  S.  Bullard  et  al.,  for  crosswalks  at 
the  junction  of  Cabot  and  Culvert  streets;  of  J. 
G.  Woodman  et  al.,  that  crosswalks  be  laid  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue  at  Schuyler  street;  of  Smith  & 
Porter,  for  leave  to  change  the  location  of  an  un- 
derground shaft  in  Spring  lane;  of  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  Company,  for  a  flagging 
crosswalk  on  Columbus  avenue;  of  Mylod  &  Rich- 
ardson, for  a  crosswalk  from  Alexander  avenue 
to  Taylor  avenue;  of  Alfred  Papineau,  for  a 
flagging  crosswalk  on  Green  street  at  Union  ave- 
nue, Jamaica  Plain.    Accepted. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Will- 
iam R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Washington  street,  near  Euclid  street,  to 
Capen  street,  Ward  24.    Accepted. 

A  VAOANCT  FILLED. 

The  Chairman  appointed  on  the  Committee  on 
Celebration  of  the  Seventeenth  of  June  Alder- 
men Woolley  as  chairman,  and  Alderman  Slade 
in  place  of  Aldermen  Bell,  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Thorndike  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MAY    6,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7.30  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

A    QUESTION    OF    PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23 — I  -wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  I  was  paired  last  Thursday  evening 
on  the  question  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  of  the  park  matter,  with  Mr.  Wheeler  of 
Ward  10.  If  he  had  been  present  he  would  have 
voted  against  it  and  I  should  have  voted  for  it.  I 
wish  to  make  that  statement  in  justice  to  him.  I 
.should  have  made  it  at  the  time  the  vote  was 
taken. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  organization  of  Board  of  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions.    Placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  organization  of  Beard  of  Directors  of 
East  Boston  Ferries.    Placed  on  tile. 

Notice  of  organization  of  Board  of  Trustees  of 
City  Hospital.    Placed  on  file. 

Invitation  from  Post  92,  G-.  A.  R.,  to  participate 
in  ceremonies  of  Decoration  Day.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Invitation  to  attend  the  convention  of  the  Yard 
Masters'  Mutual  Benefit  Association.  Accepted 
in  concurrence. 

Notice  of  the  appointment  of  Alderman  Slade 
on  the  committee  for  the  celebration  of  the  Seven- 
teenth of  June.    Placed  on  file. 

Papers  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  of  a 
message  from  the  Mayor,  relating  to  the  compen- 
sation of  the  Inspector  of  Vinegar.    Concurred. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  viz. : 

Ann  O'Brien,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
from  a  fall  on  Shawmut  avenue. 

George  A.  Langford,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries from  a  fall  of  ice  on  him  from  buildings  on 
Charles  street. 

Albert  W.  Daniels,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries received  on  Brighton  avenue. 

Institute  of  Technology  and  Society  of  Natural 
History,  that  the  city  take  care  of  their  grounds. 
Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Reports  no  action  necessary  on  the  following- 
subjects: 

On  the  petitions  of  Edward  Atkinson  and  oth- 
ers, for  the  city  to  adopt  a  plan  for  the  protection 
of  high  buildings  from  fire,  as  requested  by  the 
petitioners. 

On  the  communication  from  the  Water  Board 
respecting  the  reconveyance  of  lands  not  needed 
for  the  Mystic  Valley  sewer.  Severally  accepted 
in  concurrence. 

Order  concerning  the  printing  and  distribution 
of  the  Auditor's  Annual  Report.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Order  to  build  an  addition  to  the  Prince  School- 
house,  furnish  a  new  boiler,  and  repair  the  venti- 
lating apparatus,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $25,000. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  erect  a  new  brick schoolbouse  at  Egles- 
ton  square,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $45,000.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  to  establish  a  system  of  high- 
water  service  for  supply  of  Cochituate  water  to 
East  Boston,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $33,500.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

THE  FANEUIL  HALL   PORTRAITS. 

The  order  to  renovate  the  portraits  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $150,  was  read  once, 
and  the  question  was  upon  ordering  it  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  ask 
how  they  propose  to  renovate  them. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  unable  to  inform 
the  gentleman.  The  order  does  not  appear  to 
have  come  from  any  committee,  but  to  have  been 
offered  by  some  member  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Carried.    Sent  up. 

THE  ORDINANCE  IN  RELATION  TO  FINANCE. 

The  report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  finance  came  down  from  the 


Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  ordinance  was  read 
once.  , 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  that  the  ordinance  might  take  its  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  have  no  objection  to  the 
suspension  of  the  rule,  but  before  I  vote  for  it  I 
would  like  to  know  what  the  effect  of  this  amend- 
ment will  be,  to  change  the  word  "and"  to  "the." 
As  it  is  reported  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  possible  to 
understand  what  the  amendment  is  without  some 
explanation. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — My  impression  is 
— perhaps  some  member  of  the  committee  can  in- 
form me — that  it  is  simply  the  division  of  a  sen- 
tence; that  is  my  recollection  of  it— that  where  a 
long  sentence  or  two  clauses  of  it  were  connected 
by  the  word  "and"  we  struck  out  the  "and"  and 
put  in  "the."  If  it  is  a  matter  which  the  gentle- 
man wishes  to  investigate,  I  will  withdraw  my 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule;  it  may  be  very  im- 
portant. 

STONY  BROOK. 

The  order  to  construct  a  covered  channel  to 
carry  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook  through  the 
Back  Bay  park  to  Charles  River,  at  a  cost  not  to 
exceed  $110,000,  was  read  once,  and  the  question 
was  on  ordering  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  would  inquire  if  that 
order  comes  from  any  committee? 

The  President— It  does  not  so  appear. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4-1  move  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Parks. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23 — I  presume  the  Committee 
on  Parks  can  explain  this  matter.  There  is  $110,- 
000  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  and  this  is 
simply  an  order  to  go  ahead  and  do  the  work. 
The  money  is  already  appropriated,  but  this 
order  is  necessary  in  the  same  way  that 
we  put  in  an  order  for  the  erection  of  a 
schoohouse  after  the  money  has  been  appropri- 
ated. The  matter  was  recommended  originally 
by  the  Committee  on  Parks,  and  this  amount  was 
appropriated  in  the  annual  appropriation  bill. 
There  is  therefore  no  reason  for  sending  it  to  the 
committee  again. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

TRUSTEES  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

The  message  from  the  Mayor,  appointing,  sub- 
ject to  approval,  Israel  Cohen  and  M.  F.  Gavin  as 
trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  for  two  and  one 
years,  respectively,  came  down  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  the  question  being  on  the  confirma- 
tion in  concurrence. 

A  ballot  was  ordered  on  the  confirmation  of 
Israel  Cohen  as  trustee  for  two  years,  and  Messrs. 
Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  Howard  of  Ward  4  and 
Swift  of  Ward  9  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  The  ballot  resulted 
as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  for  a  choice 31 

Yeas 22 

Nays 39 

And  the  Council  refused  to  confirm  Mr.  Cohen. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  confirmation  of 
M.  F.  Gavin  as  Trustee  for  one  year. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13—1  move  that  the  question 
be  taken  by  yea  and  nay  vote  on  the  confirmation 
of  Mr.  Gavin. 

The  President — The  rules  provide  that  the  vote 
on  confirmation  shall  be  taken  by  yea  and  nay 
ballot. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8,  a  ballot 
was  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Christal  of  Ward  8, 
Austin  of  Ward  11  and  Viles  of  Ward  8  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count 
votes.    The  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Yeas 31 

Nays 32 

And  the  Council  refused  to  confirm  Mr.  Gavin. 

CHURCH    SQUARE. 

The  papers  on  the  subject  of  the  name  of  the 
square  on  Meeting  House  Hill  came  back  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Parks,  in  non-concurrence  with  the  Coun- 
cil, which  referred  them  to  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  think  it  will  appear 
that  the  Aldermen,  in  refusing  to  concur  in  the 
reference  made  by  the  Council,  have  complied 
exactly  with  the  statute.  The  Council  will  re- 
member that  this  matter  was  taken  from  the 
files    last    year — all     the    papers    and    the    or- 


250 


COMMON       COUNCIL 


der — and  laid  upon  the  table,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24,  pending 
the  passage  of  a  law  by  the  Legislature.  That 
law  has  been  passed,  and  will  be  found  in  City 
Document  No.  28  of  this  year.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  makes  provision 
in  regard  to  the  names  of  all  public  ways  here- 
after laid  out  and  changing  those  already  fixed. 
It  seems  as  though  this  piece  of  land  is  not  to  be 
used  as  a  public  way,  and  for  that  reason,  per- 
haps, the  Board  of  Aldermen  were  more  nearly 
correct  than  we  in  refusing  the  reference.  Of 
course,  the  power  to  name  the  place  must  rest 
somewhere,  and  it  would  naturally  rest  with  the 
City  Council  unless  prohibited  by  statute.  For 
that  reason  I  would  ask  that  the  order  be  read 
now  for  the  first  time — it  never  having  been  read, 
but  simply  taken  from  the  files.  I  suppose 
the  proper  course  would  be  that  it  should 
take  its  first  reading,  and  it  will  then 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  of  this  year.  It 
may  then  be  passed,  referred  and  rejected.  I 
have  looked  up  the  proceedings  of  last  year,  and 
the  order  seemed  to  be  drawn  in  proper  form  and 
to  be  in  all  respects  unobjectionable.  The  only 
point  we  would  ever  desire  to  have  changed 
would  be  the  name  given  to  the  land,  and  on  that 
we  can  take  such  measures  as  we  deem  proper. 

The  President  read  the  order  to  take  the  papers 
from  the  files. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—  The  Chair  did  not 
understand  the  order  to  which  I  referred.  I  refer 
to  the  order  which  was  in  the  tiles  of  last  year 
and  which  I  supposed  would  now  come  before 
ns. 

The  Presidents — This  is  all  the  order  the  Chair 
finds  in  the  papers.  The  other  order  was  dis- 
posed of  last  year.  The  papers  only  were  re 
ferred. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — Then  in  that  case  I 
move  that  the  present  order  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. Then  1  will  move  that  the  order  intro- 
duced last  year  be  offered  new.  If  there  is  no 
objection  1  would  then  move  to  suspend  the  iule, 
that  the  order  may  be  taken  from  the  files  and  re- 
introduced. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  informed  that  the 
original  order  is  on  the  files  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  is  net  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Council. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  order 
before  the  Council  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  to  suspend 
the  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  order 
©f  last  year. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  would  ask  if  the  gen- 
tleman has  the  order  written. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — If  the  Council  is 
ready  to  entertain  it  I  will  introduce  it  at  the 
proper  time. 

The  rule  was  suspended  to  admit  the  order, 
which  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  subsequently 
presented,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  parcel  of  land  bounding 
upon  Bowdoin,  Adams  and  Church  streets,  in 
Dorchester,  acquired  by  the  city  in  settlement  of 
damages  for  the  widening  of  said  Bowdoin  street, 
and  containing  12,427  feet,  more  or  less,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  set  apart  and  dedicated  as  a 
puDlic  ground  under  the  name  of  Church  square; 
and  that  the  same  be  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  the  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  for 
the  meeting  of  the  Council  two  weeks  hence,  at 
eight  o'clock. 

THE   RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  amenament  to  the  order  concerning  the 
printing',  etc.,  of  the  volumes  to  be  prepared  by 
the  Record  Commissioners,  so  as  to  provide  that 
the  cost  of  printing  and  binding  shall  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Printing,  and  the  cost  of 
preparing  the  copy  to  the  appropriation  for  said 
Commissioners;  also,  that  the  cost  of  the  volume 
of  Dorchester  Records  he  charged  in  the  same 
manner,  came  down  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  to  concur 
with  an  amendment  by  adding  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
$1500  from  the  appropriation  for  Printing  to  the 
appropriation  for  Record  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — The  necessity  for 
ottering  this  amendment  is  that  the  Council  has 
already  voted  from  the  annual  appropriation  the 
sum  of   $5000,  to  he  expended  in  publishing  cer- 


tain records,  and  that  appropriation  was  put  in 
under  the  general  head  of  appropriation  for  Print- 
ing. The  City  Auditor,  as  a  matter  of  accounts, 
made  some  objection  and  had  this  amendment 
put  on  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. He  says,  very  properly  no  doubt,  that  it  is 
not  proper  to  charge  the  cost  of  preparing  any 
book  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing.  And  yet, 
as  the  Council  is  aware,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
prepare  copy  for  any  of  these  books  which  you 
have  already  signified  your  wish  to  have  printed 
without  having  copy.  We  cannot  send  the  old 
records  down  to  the  office  to  be  cut  up 
for  copy.  As  a  matter  of  detail  in  the 
Auditor's  Department  he  desired  to  have 
the  preparation  of  copy  kept  separate  from  print- 
ing. For  that  reason,  having  consulted  with  him 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Printing,  they  being 
entirely  agreed  with  me  as  to  this  new  amencU 
ment,  I  have  offered  it.  I  understand  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Printing  are  entirely 
satisfied  with  it.  It  is  simply  dividing  the  appro-  ' 
priation  under  two  heads  on  the  Auditor's  books; 
for  that  reason  I  hope  the  Council  will  be  ready 
to  accept  the  amendment  in  the  form  of  a  trans- 
fer, which  will  require,  of  course,  a  two-thirds 
vote. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  will  call  the  attention  of 
the  Chair  to  joint  rule  No.  17  and  ask  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  order  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  before  it  can  be  passed  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  have  no  wish,  sir, 
to  go  contrary  to  the  rule.  In  that  case  I  will 
withdraw  it,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  it  as  an 
order  to  be  referred  to  the  committee.  There  is 
no  reason  why  we  may  not  concur  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  in  regard  to  their  amendment. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  what  objection  there  is  to  re- 
ferring both  the  order  as  it  comes  from  the  Alder- 
men and  his  amendment  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  have  no  objection, 
only  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  delay  with  the 
matter  which  comes  from  the  Board."  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  have  the  whole  matter  go  the 
committee. 

The  President — No  objection  being  made,  the 
Chair  will  consider  the  amendment  made  by  Mr. 
Whitmore  as  still  pending,  and  entertain  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed. 

SHEDS   FOR  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

The  order  to  construct  new  sheds  for  the  Health 
Department  at  the  South  "Yard,  and  to  repair  the 
stables  of  the  department,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $7000,  came  up  as  unfinished  business,  the  ques- 
tion being  upon  the  passage  of  the  order.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

SOUTH  END  BRANCH    LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  called  for  the  special  as- 
signment which  was  the  majority  and  "minority 
reports  on  the  subject  of  a  location  for  the  South 
End  branch  of  the  Public  Library,  the  question 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  to 
substitute  the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  in  support  of  the  report  of  the  minority  on 
the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  South  End 
branch  of  the  Public  Library.  I  am  in  favor  of 
retaining  this  branch  in  its  present  location  for 
the  reason  that,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  all  the  citi- 
zens of  the  South  End  are  in  favor  of  leaving  it 
in  its  present  location  and  not  removing  it  to  a 
less  convenient  location  up  town.  And  I  believe 
I  am  correct  in  saying  that  all  the  South  End 
members  of  the  Council,  with  perhaps  two  excep- 
tions, agree  with  me  in  this  opinion;  and  that 
fact  alone  ought  to  have  great  weight  with  the 
other  members  of  the  Council  in  settling  this 
question.  Other  reasons  for  this  are  briefly  re- 
ferred to  in  my  report:  and  supposing  that  every 
member  of  the  Council  has  read  that  report  very 
carefully,  I  will  now  take  a  few  minutes  in  saying 
a  few  words  on  the  subject.  It  is  admitted 
in  both  the  majority  and  minority  reports 
that  the  present  room  occupied  by  the  South  End 
Branch  Library  is  inadequate  to  the  future  use  of 
the  library.  The  statement  in  the  majority  re- 
port that  the  present  quarters  are  low-studded, 
damp  and  contracted,  followed  by  the  statement 
that  the  proposed  addition  will  not  remove  the 
unfavorable  conditions  that  now   exist,  I    can 
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hardly  call  a  fair  statement  of  the  case.  The 
Mercantile  Library  Association  have  a  vacant 
lot  or  yard  in  the  rear  of  their  building,  con- 
taining a  little  more  than  1500  square  feet; 
and  on  this  they  offer  to  build  a  two-story 
brick  building  and  to  tit  it  up  in  accordance 
with  the  desire  of  the  city  authorities.  This 
building  will  face  the  south  and  have  permanent 
light  on  two  sides.  The  lot  on  the  third  side  may 
he  built  upon  in  some  indefinite  time  in  the  fu- 
ture. These  new  quarters  will  he  made  as  high- 
studded  as  necessary.  They  cannot  he  damp  with 
light  and  air  vipon  three  sides.  The  entire  floor- 
room  will  cover  about  3000  feet,  against  800  feet  in 
the  old  quarters.  Therefore  all  the  unfavorable 
conditions  referred  to  will  be  removed.  The  pro- 
posed building  on  Springfield  street  has  about 
1900  square  feet  in  the  main  room  to  he  used  for 
a  library  and  reading  room  purposes.  The  room 
in  the  rear  contains  570  square  feet.  In  regard  to 
the  running  expenses,  it  was  conceded  by  three 
or  four  members  of  the  committee,  at  our  last 
meeting,  that  in  their  opinion  there  will  be  sub- 
stantially no  difference  in  the  expense  for  re- 
quired attendants,  although  the  trustees  would 
make  it  appear  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  em- 
ploy extra  persons  to  take  charge  of  the  reading- 
room  if  it  was  located  up  stairs.  If  I  am  mis- 
stating anything  in  this  matter,  I  ask  the  mem- 
ber or  the  committee  from  Ward  15  to  set  me 
right.  I  consider  that  it  would  be  really  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  patrons  of  the  branch  li- 
brary^ to  have  the  reading  room  separate 
from  the  circulating  room;  it  could  be 
kept  more  quiet,  cleaner  and  more  pleasant 
in  every  way;  any  person  going  there  to 
quietly  read  a  book  would  prefer  to  be  separated 
from  the  incoming  and  outgoing  booktakers.  As 
to  the  terms  of  purchase  mentioned  in  the  report 
of  the  majority,  it  is  stated  that  the  Springfield- 
street  estate  can  be  purchased  for  §15,000  arid  the 
taxes  for  1879.  Now  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  a 
fact  which  does  not  appear  in  this  report,  but  it 
does  appear  in  the  bond  which  the  city  holds, 
that  the  owners  of  the  land  ask  $15,000  and  the 
taxes  for  1879  and  1880  on  the  12,697  feet  of  land 
owned  by  them,  only  5060  feet  of  which  they  pro- 
pose to  sell  to  the  city  of  Boston.  Thus  they  seek 
to  escape  the  taxes  for  1879  and  1880  on  land  with 
which  the  city  has  nothing  to  do.  The  taxes  on 
the  12,697  feet  of  laud  for '1879  amount  to  $528.19; 
while  the  tax  on  5060  feet  would  be  only  $210.  It 
would  be  more  fair  to  call  the  purchase  price 
what  it  really  is,  $15,000  plus  two  years'  taxes— 
about  $1100,  making  a  total  of  $16,100, 
or  thereabouts.  Another  point  which  is 
important  should  be  considered  in  this 
connectionrif  this  land  is  purchased,  the  city  will 
lose  this  tax  for  two  years,  and  the  annual  tax  on 
5060  feet  of  land,  amounting  to  over  $200.  The 
majority  report  also  states  that  the  committee 
sought  a  location  in  that  direction.  As  a  member 
of  the  committee  I  will  say  that  I  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  any  such  seeking.  On  the  contrary,  I 
believe  the  location  was  offered  by  the  owners, 
who  desired  to  sell  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  and  by  them  brought  to  our  attention; 
and  it  is  my  belief  that  the  only  anxiety  for  the 
removal  is  on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  the  land 
on  Springfield  street,  who  may  never  find  so  good 
a  customer  as  the  city  will  be.  I  say  in  conclu- 
sion—for  I  do  not  want  to  take  up  too  much  time 
on  this  matter— that  whatever  may  be  the  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  the  Springfield-street  lot,  noth- 
ing is  cheap  to  buy  which  the  city  does  not  want; 
and  there  is  no  pressing  necessity  for  increasing 
the  burdens  of  the  taxpayers  by  the  expenditure 
of  $18,000  or  $20,000  while  a  new  building  can  be 
had  at  a  moderate  rental. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
17  has  truly  stated  that  there  is  no  controversy  in 
the  Committee  on  Public  Library  with  regard  to 
the  present  location  of  the  branch  library  at  the 
South  End.  Something  has  got  to  be  done,  and 
the  committee  found  itself  tied  up  to  the  neces- 
sity of  choosing  between  two  things— either  to 
allow  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  to  put 
up  a  building  such  as  they  propose  to  erect,  and 
lea^e  it  of  them  for  a  term  of  years,  or  to  accept 
this  building  which  has  been  offered  to  them  on 
Springfield  street.  There  is  no  controversy  in  the 
committee  on  that  point.  The  city  must  do  one 
of  these  two  things.  The  committee  were  unable 
to  find  any  building  in  that  neighborhood  which 
would  answer  the  purpose;  so  we  are  called  upon 
tonight  to  decide  as  between  these  two  lo- 
cations. Now  I  wish  to  say  at  the  outset 
that    we     are    under    no     obligations     at     all 


to  the  Mercantile  Library  Associatior,  from  the 
fact  that  the  city  has  accepted  that  library  of 
them.  The  former  president  of  the  association 
appeared  uefore  the  committee  and  macie  a  state- 
ment to  the  committee  that  he  did  not  consider 
the  city  under  the  slightest  obligation  to  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  Association  to  use  the  rooms 
there  or  to  accept  of  the  location  which  they  pro- 
pose to  furnish.  And  Mr.  Greenough,  president 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  also  makes  the  state- 
ment that  the  city  in  accepting  that  library  re- 
ceived it  as  a  free  gift  from  the  Mercantile  Libra- 
ry Association,  binding  themselves  to  nothing  in 
the  future  except  to  locate  it  there  for  three 
years  at  $1000  per  year.  This  term  will  expire  on 
the  first  of  June,  so  that  from  that  time  we  can 
locate  it  where  we  please.  Now,  in  the  first  place, 
I  ask  the  members  of  the  Council  to  consider 
the  matter  financially.  If  we  purchase 
the  Springfield-street  estate  at  a  cost  of  $15,000, 
and  then  fit  it  up  at  a  cost  of  $2500  or  $3000,  we 
shall  not  be  obliged  to  borrow  any  money  on  ac- 
count of  it.  The  amount  would  probably  be  sup- 
plied by  transfer  from  the  reserved  fund  or  from 
funds  already  raised  or  to  be  raised  this  year  by 
taxation.  We  have  an  ample  reserved  fund, 
which  we  have  raised  for  just  such  matters  as 
this,  to  draw  from,  and  the  money  will  come  from 
that  source  if  at  all.  Now,  before  it  was  known 
that  the  committee  and  trustees  were  considering 
the  matter  of  securing  a  building  on  Springfield 
street,  the  proposition  was  made  by  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  Association  to  build  this  building, 
two  stories  high,  and  rent  it  to  the  city  for  $1700 
per  year  and  taxes.  After  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  committee  were  thinking  of  the 
Springfield  -  street  location,  the  President 
of  the  Library  Association  informed  the  commit- 
tee that  they  could  have  it  for  $1500  and  taxes 
per  year  instead  of  for  $1700  and  taxes— coining- 
down  $200  per  year  on  a  five  years'  lease.  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  difference  in 
the  expense  of  the  two  locations.  If  we  lease 
this  building  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion we  pay  $1500  per  year  and  the  taxes,  what- 
ever that  may  be.  The  building  being  two 
stories  high,  it  will  cost  us  $800  more  at  least  for 
additional  attendance.  And  in  proof  of  that,  I 
wish  to  read  a  note  which  I  received  from  one  of 
the  trustees  covering  that  point: 

"As  to  the  relative  cost  of  running  a  library  in 
the  building  on  Snringfield  street  and  running- 
one  in  the  two-story  building  proposed  by  the 
alteration  of  our  present  location,  I  would  say 
that  I  have  made  a  very  careful  estimate  of  the 
cost  in  each  case,  and  I  conclude  that  the  cost 
would  be  at  least  $800  greater  in  the  latter  than 
in  the  former  case.    Yours  very  truly, 

S.  A.  B.  Abbott." 

He  is  chairman  of  the  committee  which  has 
charge  of  this  South  End  Branch  Library.  I  have 
also  a  note  from  Judge  Chamberlain,  the  libra- 
rian of  the  main  library,  in  which  he  says — 

"If  the  library  accommodations  are  made  to  in- 
clude two  stories,  instead  of  being  on  one  floor, 
and  the  expense  of  those  accommodations  re- 
mains about  the  same  as  at  present,  then  in  my 
judgment  the  cost  of  service  would  be  increased 
about  $800.  But  if  the  South  End  Branch  is  to 
have  privileges  equal  to  those  of  other  branch 
libraries,  then  the  cost  will  ne  considerably  in- 
creased. Very  respectfully  yours, 

Mellen  Chamberlain." 

So  that  the  additional  cost  or  the  present  site 
will  be  $800.  The  cost  of  the  Springfield-street 
site  will  be  the  interest  on  the  outlay,  whatever 
that  may  be.  Calling  it  $18,000,  and  calling  the 
rate  of  interest  six  per  cent.— although  the  city  is 
borrowing  all  it  wants  at  four  per  cent.— the  dif- 
ference in  cost  amounts  to  $1224  in  favor  of  the 
Springfield-street  site.  Now,  the  gentleman  who 
has  signed  the  minority  report  has  spoken  of  the 
finances  of  the  city  as  not  being  in  condition  to 
warrant  the  expenditure  of  $18,000  for  this  estate. 
I  will  call  the  attention  of  ttie  Council  to  the  fact 
that  if  they  decide  to  remain  at  the  Mercantile 
Library  building,  instead  of  going  to  Springfield 
street  on  account  of  the  expenditure  of  $18,000,  it 
will  cost  them  thirteen  per  cent,  per  annum,  which 
is  rather  expensive  interest  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  pay;  that  is,  so  far  as  the  finan- 
cial aspect  of  the  case  is  concerned.  If 
the  library  were  better  accommodated,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  financial  aspect  should  weigh  so 
heavily.  But  I  assume  that  the  library  will  not 
be  as  well  accommodated  as  at  the  Springfield- 
street  location,  and  for  these  reasons:  The  build- 
ing which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  on  the  Mercan- 
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tile  Library  site  will  be  twenty-one  feet  in  width 
at  one  end  and  twenty-six  feet  in  width  at  the 
other  end;  the  uepth  is  s'ixtj-three  feet;  the  libra- 
ry being  in  one  story  and  the  proposed  reading 
room  in  the  second.  Now  I  ask  gentlemen  to  im- 
agine such  a  room  as  that  for  a  library.  The  build- 
ing on  the  Springfield-street  site  is  thirty-eight 
feet  wide  and  fifty-eight  feet  in  depth,  and  the 
ante-room  is  nineteen  by  thirty  feet;  so  that  we 
have  on  one  floor,  admirably  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pose, 2501  square  feet  all  on  one  floor;  whereas  in 
the  other  we  have  1500  feet  on  one  floor 
and  1500  feet  on  the  other.  Now,  all  the 
other  branches  that  have  reading  rooms 
have  them  on  the  same  floor  with  the  library,  and 
the  same  attendants  that  serve  at  the  library 
serve  in  the  reading  room.  By  going  to  Spring- 
field street,  therefore,  we  save  two  attendants  at 
a  cost  of  $800.  Now,  it  has  been  claimed  that  the 
present  location  is  nearer  the  centre  for  those 
who  take  books  in  that  vicinity.  I  have  requested 
Mr.  Abbott  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  send  me 
the  number  of  those  who  reside  north  of  Newton 
street,  at  the  present  location,  and  of  those  who 
reside  south  in  the  direction  of  Springfield  street. 
In  sixteen  days  there  were  5614  books  taken  from 
the  library.  Of  that  number  3225  came  from  the 
direction  south  of  the  present  location,  while  only 
2389  came  from  the  northerly  direction.  So  that 
about  sixty  per  cent,  came  from  the  south,  while 
only  forty  per  cent,  came  from  the  north.  Now, 
those  who  come  from  the  north  come  a 
very  short  distance,  because  the  present  location 
of  the  library  is  very  much  nearer  to  them  than 
to  the  people  of  the  south.  Those  who  live  below 
Hanson  and  Dwight  streets  generally  go  to  the 
main  library.  The  3325  takers  come  a  much 
longer  distance,  coming  from  Ward  19,  and  in  one 
case  as  far  out  as  Blue  Hill  avenue.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  Roxbury  Branch  is  the 
nearest  in  that  direction,  just  south  of  the  Nor- 
folk House,  on  Lambert  avenue,  I  think.  So  that 
moving  this  library  from  where  it  is  now  900  feet 
farther  south  to  Springfield  street  —  only  four 
blocks — brings  it  nearer  to  the  centre  of  popula- 
tion as  reckoned  between  the  main  library  and 
the  Roxbury  Branch.  It  also  brings  it  within 
reach  of  a  class  of  people  who  are  more  apt  to 
patronize  it  than  those  about  its  present  location. 
The  committee  looked  this  over  thoroughly,  and 
I  submit  for  myself  —  and  I  think  I  may 
speak  for  the  other  members  of  the  committee 
also — that  if  we  had  any  prejudice  at  all  it  was 
in  favor  of  locating  it  where  it  is,  *or  the  reason 
that  the  books  were  received  from  the  Associa- 
tion; and  although  we  were  under  no  obligation 
at  all  concerning  them,  yet  the  committee  en- 
tered upon  the  consideration  of  the  subject  with 
all  their  prejudices,  if  they  had  any,  in  favor  of 
the  Mercantile  Library  Association.  Simply  as  a 
business  matter  we  were  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Springfield-street  site  was  the  most  de- 
sirable. And  I  would  say  that  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Buildings  has  been  up  and  exam- 
ined this  building  on  Springfield  street;  and  he 
made  the  remark  to  me  that  it  was  admirably 
adapted,  he  thought,  for  its  proposed  use.  He 
thought  that  for  .$2500  he  could  put  it  in  shape  so 
that  it  would  be  one  of  the  best  branches 
that  the  city  of  Boston  would  have.  There 
was  no  difficulty  at  all,  he  thought,  in  the  way  of 
light.  There  was  only  one  story,  and  plenty  of 
light  could  be  admitted  from  the  roof  if  not  from 
the  sides.  I  have  endeavored  to  state  the  reasons 
why  the  committee  come  to  the  almost  unani- 
mous conclusion  which  they  have.  I  will  state 
further  that  the  Trustees  are  entirely  unanimous 
in  this  matter,  and  they  are  responsible  for  the 
library.  The  Mercantile  Library  Association  are 
very  desirous — it  will  be  a  very  good  thing  for 
them — to  put  up  a  building  that  will  cost  $4000 
or  $6000,  lease  it  to  the  city  of  Boston  for  four 
years  for  $1500  per  year,  and  thus,  before  their 
lease  has  expired,  receive  back  every  dollar  they 
have  expended;  but  I  think  we  should  hesitate 
before  we  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17 — I  hope  the  minority  re- 
port will  be  adopted  for  several  reasons;  first, 
perhaps,  on  the  score  of  economy.  If  the  pro- 
posed site  be  purchased  by  the  city  at  a  cost  of 
§15,000,  the  fitting  up  will  cost  $5000  more— I  know 
it  is  estimated  at  $3000;  but  before  the  fitting  up 
is  completed  the  site  will  have  cost  at  least  $20,- 
000.  Then,  again,  the  people  of  the  South  End  — 
Wards  16, 17  and  18— are  opposed  to  the  removal 
of  the  library  from  its  present  location.  As  now 
located,  it  is  in  about  the  centre  of  the  popula- 
tion using  it.    It  gives  accommodation  to  Wards 


16,  17  and  18  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  Back 
Bay;  it  is  located  centrally  upon  the  corner  of  two 
main  avenues,  namely,  Tremont  and  West  New- 
ton streets;  and  as  the  Mercantile  Library  Asso- 
ciation propose  to  build,  there  will  be  3000 
square  feet  of  space  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  library.  The  main  floor  will  be 
on  a  level  with  West  Newton  street,  thus  getting 
rid  of  the  objection  of  being  down  in  the  base- 
ment. As  tar  as  1  have  been  able  to  learn  from 
people  who  use  the  library,  I  know  of  but  one  per- 
son who  does  not  object  to  the  removal  from  this 
location.  If  the  new  location  is  accepted,  the  city 
will  not  only  have  to  pay  for  the  fitting  up,  but 
also  for  heating,  lighting  and  general  expenses, 
which  it  does  not  pay  at  present.  Again,  if  they 
go  there,  this  chapel  is  located  between  two  high 
buildings— a  church  on  one  side  and  a  very  high 
dwelling  on  the  other;  and  as  it  were  it  is  sand- 
wiched between  two  buildings.  Probably  after 
twelve  o'clock  noon,  you  will  have  to  use  gas;  it 
will  be  impossible  to  see  to  read  in  any  portion  of 
the  chapel.  That  is  another  objection.  I  do 
not  know  of  one  single  thing  in  favor  of 
the  new  location;  not  one  thing  can  be 
brought  forward  on  the  question  of  economy  or 
finance  or  anything  of  the  kind,  f  hope  the 
Council  will  look  this  matter  squarely  in  the  face 
and  decide  to  vote  for  the  minority  report.  An- 
other reason  in  favor  of  the  present  location  is 
the  fact  that  many  children  and  young  ladies  who 
attend  school  in  the  vicinity  of  this  location  pat- 
ronize the  library  very  extensively,  and  they  will 
be  put  to  great  inconvenience  if  it  is  removed.  I 
think  rather  than  attempt  to  please  a  few  officials 
in  connection  with  the  library  the  wishes  of  the 
citizens  should  be  considered;!  thinktheir  wishes 
and  desires  and  feelings  should  Le  considered 
before  those  of  any  librarian  or  servant  of  the 
city.  They  are  put  there  and  paid  their  salaries 
and  it  is  not  for  their  convenience,  but  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public,  that  the  libraries  are 
located  and  kept  open.  Therefore  I  hope  the 
minority  report  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  would  like  to  say 
simply  this:  I  am  quite  familiar  with  Ward  18, 
and  I  am  quite  positive  that  it  is  the  general  desire 
there  that  no  change  should  be  made  in  the  loca- 
tion of  this  library;  and  I  think  that  is  a  fact  that 
should  be  considered.  Furthermore,  if  a  change 
is  to  be  made,  I  certainly  should  oppose  the  pur- 
chase which  is  proposed.  I  have  previously  been 
somewhat  familiar  with  the  building,  anil  have 
examined  it  today.  The  building  is  really  not  a 
desirable  one.  As  has  been  said',  it  will  certainly 
be  very  dark,  being  between  these  walls  which 
rise  on  either  side  to  a  great  height.  As  it  has 
been  stated  by  the  Councilmen  who  represent,  the 
citizens  of  that  vicinity  that  they  are  opposed  to 
the  change,  I  think  it  should  have  great  weight. 
Furthermore,  the  Mercantile  Library  Association 
will  of  course  be  somewhat  aided  by  this, 
and  that  is  an  institution  which  has  been 
popular.  I  should  favor  retaining  the  present 
location  lor  that  reason.  It  would  be  a 
very  proper  thing  for  the  city  to  aid  it.  It 
is  well  known  that  it  is  an  institution  which 
was  founded  mainly,  I  think,  throngh  the  instru- 
mentality of  Mr.  Everett,  who  took  a  great  inter- 
est in  it.  Furthermore,  the  present  location  of 
the  library,  on  the  corner  of  the  street,  is  a  very 
bright,  cheerful  and  sunny  spot,  and  people  will 
be  attracted  there  by  the  beauty  of  its  location. 
I  certainly  hope  the  minority  report  will  be  sub- 
stituted. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9-  After  what  has  been  said 
I  shall  vote  for  the  substitution  of  the  minority 
report.  I  understand  that  this  branch  library  is 
used  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  at  the  South 
End,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  their  convenience  is 
the  proper  thing  to  be  considered.  If,  as  has 
been  stated,  the  people  who  use  the  library  pre- 
fer the  present  situation,  I  should  suggest  that  it 
ought  to  be  obtained  if  it  can  be  obtained 
without  excessive  expense.  If  it  can  rea- 
sonably be  obtained,  it  seems  to  me  that 
on  the  question  of  convenience  the  people 
who  use  the  library  ought  to  be  better 
judges  of  what  they  want  than  even  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  Without  knowing  anything  about  either 
of  these  places,  I  should  suppose  it  would  be  for 
the  convenience  of  the  people  at  the  South  End 
to  have  the  library  towards  the  lower  rather  than 
the  south  end  of  the  district,  because  this  is  a 
circulating  library  and  not  a  consulting  library. 
People  go  to  the  main  library  to  consult  books 
and  authorities.  All  these  branch  libraries  are 
used  mostly  for  the  purpose  of  taking  books  out; 
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and  for  that  use  it  is  extremely  convenient  to 
have  them  placed  where  one  would  naturally 
pass.  The  people  who  live  at  the  South  End  nat- 
urally pass  toward  the  south  more  than  they  do 
In  the  opposite  direction;  and  that  seems  to  he  a 
reason  why  the  library  should  not  be  put  farther 
south.  The  Springfield  street  location  is  consid- 
erably farther  south,  near  the  southern  extrem- 
ity of  the  South  End  district.  I  am 
unable  to  judge,  except  from  what  has  been  said 
here,  as  to  what  is  the  real  feeling  of  the  people 
in  that  district;  but  if,  as  has  been  represented, 
they  all  wish  the  present  site,  it  seems  to  me  we 
ought  to  vote  for  it.  I  do  not  believe  in  doing 
things  for  people  against  their  will;  I  think  it  is 
too  much  like  the  order  that  was  issued  by  the 
Postmaster  General  last  winter,  which  was  said 
to  be  for  the  benefit  of  New  England,  and  which 
caused  the  greatest  inconvenience  to  every  person 
in  New  England  who  could  read  and  write. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6—1  have  listened  with 
some  attention  to  the  remarks  of  the  various  gen- 
tlemen who  have  spoken  against  the  relocation 
of  the  South  End  branch  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary, but  as  yet  I  have  not  seen  any- 
thing beyond  assertion  to  prove  that  the 
relocation  suggested  by  the  committee  is  not  an 
advisable  one.  I  am  very  well  aware  that  the 
Mercantile  Library  Association  is  an  important 
factor  in  influencing  the  views  of  members  who 
are  here  from  the  South  End.  Perhaps  if  X  was  a 
member  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  I 
might  not  be  to  blame  for  having  a  slight  bias  in 
their  favor.  But  I  have  signed  this  report  as  one 
of  the  committee,  uninfluenced  by  considerations 
of  any  kind,  and  certainly  not  warped  by  any 
power  which  perhaps  I  might  not  be  to  blame  for 
if  the  situation  of  affairs  was  a  little  different.  I 
with  others  of  the  committee  have  looked  into 
this  matter,  and  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
in  the  first  place  that  the  Springfield-street  site 
is  the  one  which  will  be  most  convenient 
for  the  patrons  of  this  library.  As  has 
been  said  in  our  report,  the  present  location 
is  a  low-studded,  crowded,  ill-ventilated  place; 
and  the  accommodations  offered  as  a  substitute, 
in  the  rear  of  the  present  location,  do  not,  as  far 
as  the  plans  go,  show  that  the  building  to  be 
erected  will  be  a  great  improvement  on  the  one 
that  the  library  now  possesses.  The  location  on 
West  Springfield  street  is  as  good  a  site  as  the 
committee  could  find  in  the  neighborhood;  in 
fact,  it  was  the  only  site  that  could  be  procured 
at  a  like  expense  to  the  city,  ft  seems  to  me  the 
committee  have  demonstrated  that  the  patron- 
age mainly  comes  from  that  direction.  The  ten- 
dency of  population  is  southward,  and  in  ten 
years  from  now  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
argument  that  the  committee  offer  tonight 
will  have  tenfold  strength.  The  popula- 
tion is  moving  southward  and  westward, 
and  the  patrons  of  the  library  are  in- 
creasing in  that  direction.  It  is  no  argument 
that,  as  the  minority  report  states,  the  present 
location  is  the  locus  of  the  public  schools  within 
a  radius  of  half  a  mile.  It  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  the  patronage  comes  on  that  account. 
The  building  on  West  Springfield  street  culd 
not  be  better  if  it  had  been  built  especially  lor 
this  purpose.  It  is  not  crowded  in  between 
buildings;  there  is  land  on  both  sides  of  it,  in  the 
rear  and  in  front  of  it.  The  entrance  is  on  the 
front,  and  there  is  no  going  upstairs;  it  is  on  a 
level.  It  can  be  purchased  for  $15,000,  and  the 
expense  for  refitting  it  will  be  $2500,  or  at  the 
outside  $3000.  On  general  -principles  I  think 
it  is  better  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  be  the 
possessor  than  the  lessee  of  property,  especially 
when  it  can  be  procured  so  cheaply;  and  at  the 
present  time,  when  the  patronage  is  so  large  it  is 
essential  that  we  should  take  some  step  toward 
accommodating  it.  If  the  Council  determines 
tonight  that  we  shall  have  it  remain  where  it  is 
I  should  be  in  favor  of  purchasing;  but  I  do  not 
consider  it  to  be  in  a  good  place  at  all.  The  old 
location  does  not  begin  to  compare  with  the 
Springfield-street  site,  which  is  between  two 
main  avenues,  high  studded,  and  the  accommo- 
dations are  all  on  one  floor,  which  is  an  important 
item.  1  think  the  committee  who  have  looked 
into  this  matter  have  given  it  careful  and  mature 
consideration.  We  did  not  come  to  this  conclu- 
sion in  haste;  we  had  th*ee  or  four  meetings  and 
came  to  this  conclusion.  And  I  have  yet  to  see 
in  the  papers  a  statement  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  of  the  South  End  against  this  relocation. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7— There  seems  to  be  consid- 
erable difference  of  opinion  among  the  members 


of  the  Council  who  have  investigated  this  matter; 
and,  as  several  gentleman  have  expressed  to  me  a 
desire  that  the  matter  may  go  over  so  that  they 
may  investigate  it,  I  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  be  especially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— I  hope  the  subject 
will  not  be  postponed,  because  I  think  we  are 
pretty  nearly  over  this  matter.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  gentleman  who  just  made  his  motion 
has  heard  all  the  debate,  but  if  he  has  I  think  he 
must  have  made  up  his  mind.  I  think  we  are  so 
near  the  end  of  our  tether  that  we  ought  to  worry 
it  through.  I  have  looked  into  the  matter  myself, 
Mr.  President,  and  have  a  painful  duty  to  per- 
form, but  still  I  think  I  ought  to  do  it;  because  I 
was  requested  yesterday  by  a  prominent  Repub- 
lican lawyer  of  the  ward  to  look  into  the  matter, 
and  to  vote  as  I  could  conscientiously  on  the 
matter.  Having  taken  paiLS  to  go  up  and 
look  at  the  building  I  feel  that  I  am  com- 
pelled to  vote  on  the  subject.  I  wanted 
to  tell  the  Council  one  or  two  facts  as 
they  occurred  to  me  as  a  disinterested  specta- 
tor; but  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  made  up 
his  mind  belore  hearing  me,  and  it  is  rather  dis. 
couraging  now  to  air  my  oratory  before  gentle 
men  whom  I  cannot  convert.  But  there  may  be 
other  gentlemen  who  have  not  made  up  their 
minds,  and  I  may  be  able  to  give  them  some  fresh 
ideas  about  it.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  my  distin- 
guished Republican  lawyer— because,  you  know, 
if  there  is  anybody  I  would  like  to  accommodate 
it  is  a  lawyer,  and  especially  a  Republican  lawyer 
— to  state  the  reasons  why  I  cannot  conscien- 
tiously stand  up  and  vote  in  favor  of  the  minority 
report.  I  went  up  quite  prepossessed  in  favor  of 
the  minority  report.  I  got  out  of  the  horse  cars 
and  inquired  for  the  Mercantile  Library  Building 
— or  Mercantile  Association,  I  think  it  is.  1  went 
across  to  a  very  fine  building  which  was  pointed 
out  to  me,  naturally  went  up  the  front  steps, 
rang  the  bell  and  was  ushered  in  by  a  very  well- 
dressed  servant.  I  was  looking  around  for  the 
library  and  was  informed  that  those  rooms  be- 
longed to  the  Association  and  not  to  the  library. 
So  1  was  taken  down  stairs, around  the  side  street, 
down  into  the  place  where  the  library  is.  Now,  I 
really  felt  for  this  Association,  because  I  under- 
stand they  have  got  a  mortgage  on  their  proper- 
ty, and  it  will  take  them  some  four  or  five  years, 
perhaps,  if  this  lease  goes  through,  to  pay  it. 
But  they  have  shown  a  great  deal  of  financial 
ability,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  will  not 
come  to  want;  if  they  can  carry  on  their  bargains  as 
shrewdly  as  they  have  done  for  the  last  three  years 
they  will  do  well.  The  library  is  in  the  old  dining- 
room  and  kitchen  of  the  old  house.  It  is  halfway 
below  the  sidewalk.  You  go  down  three  or  four 
steps  to  get  to  the  library,  and  you  go  up  three  or 
four  steps  to  get  to  the  parlor;  and  very  nice  par- 
lors they  are,  too.  Well;  this  room  they  have 
been  letting  to  us  for  $1000  per  year;  and  the  esti- 
mated value  of  their  property  is  $18,300.  Really, 
it  seems  to  me  that  they  nave  shown  ability  as 
owners  of  real  estate  to  have  managed  to  let  their 
basement  for  a  sum  of  money  which  comes  to  six 
per  cent,  on  the  entire  value  of  their  house.  It  is 
a  very  good  house,  a  very  good  back  yard,  and 
they  have  got  it  all  with  no  expense  whatever.  I 
think  they  will  be  able  to  pay  their  way  hereaf- 
ter. As  for  the  room  itself,  it  is  certain- 
ly in  about  as  shabby  a  condition  for 
a  public  office  as  any  I  ever  saw.  The  walls  are 
so  damp  that  they  have  to  keep  a  fire  going  there 
about  all  the  time;  and  the  arrangements  around 
the  room  are  about  as  cheap  and  disheartening 
as  could  well  be  imagined — some  little  wooden 
shelves  here  and  there.  Then  I  went  out  to  see 
the  place  where  the  addition  is  to  be  made  for 
us.  I  found  they  had  a  little  back  yard  there, 
running  along  by  the  side  of  the  house.  Perhaps 
you  do  not  get  the  idea,  but  the  back  yard  runs 
along  under  where  this  gallery  is  now,  and  the 
distance  from  the  bottom  of  the  yard  to  the 
street  is  about  the  same  as  from  the  Council  floor 
up  to  the  floor  of  the  gallery.  This  new  building 
would  have  one  room  about  half  way  under 
ground,  and  the  other  room  up  above.  That  is  the 
addition  which  is  to  be  given  to  the  city  for 
.$1500.  I  do  not  say  it  is  not  worth  it,  hut  I  do  say 
you  could  get  almost  as  good  rooms  in  i  he  densely 
populated  portion  of  the  city  for  the  same  amount. 
Within  the  last  year  you  could  have  gone  out  into 
State  or  Devonshire  street  on  any  good  side 
street  and  you  would  find  land  that  was  not  pav- 
ing as  much  as  it  is  on  West   Newton  street.     But 
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I  am  sorry  to  say  that  real  estate  is  riot  doing  as 
well  all  about  that  locality.  I  went  up  as  far  as  from 
here  to  Park-street  Church  and  around  the  other 
block  and  there  I  found  a  nice  brick  building, 
just  what  you  would  imagine  people  would  like, 
about  fifteen  feet  high  in  the  clear  and  then  a 
V-shaped  roof;  reaching  back  to  a  twenty-feet 
passageway,  with  an  open  space  on  each  side. 
Now,  my  friend  from  Ward  10  says  that  building- 
is  always  going  to  be  dark.  1  never  heard  before 
that  if  you  took  a  building  in  the  middle  of  a 
block  it  was  going  to  be  dark  because  you  had 
a  house  on  each  side  of  ic.  Most  buildings  have 
to  be  lighted  trom  the  front;  but  this  building 
happens  to  be  located  so  that  it  has  light  on  four 
sides;  and  I  cannot  see  how  it  can  be  any  darker 
than  one  building  in  a  block.  As  there  is  but 
one  story,  I  suppose  they  can  open  their  skylights 
and  get  light  from  above  it  they  are  ever  blocked 
up.  ft  has  been  stated  in  the  newspapers— I  saw 
it  in  the  Transcript  last  night— that  if  somebody 
got  up  a  revival  in  the  church,  and  Moody 
and  Sankey  came  there  and  sang  their 
hymns,  it  '  would  be  very  hard  to  con- 
duct the  rest  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
reading  room.  But  I  inquired  about  that,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  this  very  exemplary  congre- 
gation which  put  up  rhe  church  is  not  likely  to 
have  any  proceedings  going  on  there  for  quite  a 
while.  In  fact,  owing  to  their  peculiar  circum- 
stances, the  property  is  going  to  be  sold  under 
foreclosure,  and  it  does  not  look  as  though  it 
would  be  a  very  noisy  neighborhood  for  some 
time  to  come.  The  silence  of  the  tomb  pervaded 
the  entire  district  while  I  was  there,  and  seemed 
likely  to  continue.  As  the  gentleman  of  the  com- 
mittee has  already  said,  it  is  cheaper  for  the  city 
to  buy  than  to  hire,  if  they  have  the  money;  and 
as  we  have  enough  money  in  the  reserved  fund 
to  buy  this,  calling  it  $20,000,  we  should  have 
to  figure  at  five  per  cent,  for  the  annual  cost 
of  the  building  we  now  have ;  and  we 
should  have  a  good  building,  with  an 
L,  for  that  amount,  instead  of  an  old  cellar  and  an 
old  kitchen  for  $1500.  f  was  certainly  satisfied 
with  the  building  I  saw  there  at  the  very  cheap 
price  set  upon  it.  Certainly,  if  land  at  theJSouth 
End  with  a  good  brick  building  upon  it  is  not 
worth  $3  per  foot,  I  think  it  is  hard  to  tell  what 
property  is  worth.  I  think  anybody  can  see  it  is  a 
pretty  g'ood  bargain.  So  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
committee  have  acted  wisely  in  endeavoring  to 
buy  that  particular  lot.  It  is  a  quiet  and  central 
location.  The  only  argument  which  has  not  been 
answered  is  in  regard  to  its  being  farther  toward 
the  South  End.  Now,  I  believe  it  is  little  if  any 
farther  from  the  old  location  than  from 
here  to  the  Park-street  Church,  and  I  do 
not  think  the  argument  means  any- 
thing one  way  or  the  other.  It  is 
just  as  likely  to  be  made  convenient  for  a  large 
number  of  people  as  the  present  location.  But 
there  is  one  thing  which  no  one  has  mentioned 
and  which  I  particularly  noticed.  The  great  cross- 
avenue  at  the  South  End  is  Northampton  street; 
that  is  where  all  the  cars  cross  from  one  avenue 
to  the  other,  and  Springfield  street  is  of  course 
four  blocks  nearer  to  that  cross-avenue,  which 
would  be  a  convenience  for  people  coming  from 
the  Back  Bay  and  Columbus  avenue.  As  I  said 
before,  the  distance  is  comparatively  small;  but 
I  do  think  that  the  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion, which  is  represented  here  by  the  gentle- 
man who  signs  the  minority  report,  has  had 
very  favorable  terms  from  the  city  here- 
tofore, and  I  think  that  now  they  are 
not  only  asking  too  much,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  if  they  would  give  up  the  parlors  which 
they  occupy  to  the  library  they  would  be  doing 
what  they  could  to  benefit  their  friends  who  wish 
the  library  to  stay  in  that  particular  place.  It 
does  seem  unreasonable  that  this  Association 
should  take  enough  out  of  the  city  for  rooms 
which  they  do  not  want  to  enable  them  to  main- 
tain this  clubhouse  free  of  expense.  I  do  not 
think  the  price  they  ask  bears  any  reasonable 
proportion  to  the  accommodations  they  propose 
to  give  the  city.  And  after  investigating  the 
matter  I  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were 
asking  outrageous  terms;  they  have  been  char- 
ging for  the  last  three  years  charges  which  people 
down  town  would  have  been  glad  to  accept  for 
land  which  cost  $15  or  $20  per  foot.  They 
have  had  a  good  bargain  up  to  this  time  and  now 
they  have  made  their  terms  too  high.  If  the  as- 
sociation wishes  to  keep  the  city  of  Boston  as  a 
tenant  it  ought  to  offer  them  the  best  part  of  the 
house  to  put  books  in.    At  present  they  have  got 


the  meanest  accommodations  I  ever  saw  for  a 
public  building.  It  struck  me  at  once  that  I  had 
got  into  one  of  those  cellars  where  they  keep  and 
sell  second-hand  books.  The  whole  surroundings 
were  damp,  unpleasant,  and  in  no  way  came  up 
to  mv  idea  of  what  the  South  End  Branch  was.  I 
hope  the  majority  report  will  be  accepted,  unless 
the  friends  of  the  minority  report  can  show  that 
it  is  not  a  decided  piece  of  jobbery  to  get  them  a 
first-rate  tenant  at  an  exorbitant  price. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— The  last  speaker  seems 
to  have  been  talking  principally  against  time. 
There  are  one  or  two" statements  in  his  remarks  I 
should  like  to  reply  to.  The  rent  of  $1000  for  the 
present  quarters  was  called  very  moderate  at  the 
time  the  contract  was  made,  by  the  city  author- 
ities and  by  all  concerned;  and  I  think  it  is  very 
evident  the  gentleman  did  not  carry  his  investi- 
gations so  far  as  to  find  that  the  Mercantile  Li- 
brary Association  spent  $1050  in  fitting  up  the 
rooms  for  the  present  tenant.  That  carried  over 
a  period  of  three  years  would  make  three  hun- 
dred and  odd  dollars  per  year  and  would  reduce 
the  rent  to  something  nearly  $600  that  they 
actually  received.  He  also  intimates  that 
his  understanding  was  that  the  new  building 
which  it  is  proposed  To  build  was  to  be  an  exten- 
sion of  the  present  building.  Now,  the  only  part 
of  the  building  that  would  be  underground  is  the 
cellar,  which  properly  belongs  wholly  under 
ground.  This  huilding*will  be  built,  as  I  stated, 
in  accordance  with  plans  to  be  submitted  to  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  city,  and  will  not  be  an 
extension  of  the  present  building,  but  indepen- 
dent of  it.  The  first  floor  will  be  on  a  level  with 
the  street;  the  cellar  will  be,  where  it  belongs, 
under  ground;  and  the  reading-room  will  be  where 
it  is  most  desirable — above.  As  to  the  rent  which 
is  to  be  charged  for  the  new  building,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  23  intimated  that  it  was  rather 
extravagant;  he  should  have  included  the  cost  of 
the  land  with  the  cost  of  the  building;  that  would 
make  considerable  difference  in  the  estimate. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— What  is  the  value  of  the 
land? 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— Something  like  $1.50  or 
$2  per  foot.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  23  in 
comparing  the  rent  of  the  proposed  new  building 
with  the  rental  on  Newton  street  forgets  the  fact 
that  the  rental  on  Newton  street  includes  heating 
and  a  janitor,  and  that  makes  a  considerable  dif- 
ference. Now  as  to  the  statistics  which  were 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23.  They 
were  furnished  by  an  employti  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary who  is  fully  committed,  for  some  reason,  to 
the  removal  of  this  library  to  the  Spring- 
field site.  I  do  not  propose  to  discredit 
his  figures,  because  I  have  not  the  means 
to  do"  so;  but  I  believe  if  the  line  had 
been  drawn  through  Springfield  street,  instead 
of  Newton  street,  the  figures  would  have  been 
entirely  reversed,  because  the  great  bulk  of  book 
takers  is  between  the  two  streets.  I  also  believe 
that  if  the  library  should  be  removed  four  streets 
farther  south,  there  would  be  a  great  falling  off 
in  the  patronage  of  Wards  16,  17  and  11— much 
greater  than  any  increase  from  the  southern 
wards.  There  is  another  important  item,  and 
that  is,  that  the  scholars  in  the  public  schools 
who  are  now  near  this  present  location  deserve 
great  consideration.  If  these  statistics  are  true, 
they  only  go  to  prove  that  the  people  follow  the 
tendency  mentioned  in  the  minority  report  of 
going  down  town  for  their  books. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17—1  want  to  say  that  I 
do  not  represent  the  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion; I  am  not  a  member  of  the  institution,  and 
have  nothing  to  do  with  its  interests.  But  I  do 
represent  the  people  of  Ward  17,  and  I  want  to 
say  that  the  people  of  Wards  16 ,  17  and  18  are  op- 
posed to  this  change.  If  the  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  lived  in  those  wards  they  would  know 
what  the  feeling  in  regard  to  this  change  is. 
Every  one  that  I  have  met  is  thoroughly  opposed 
to  the  change.  They  are  perfectly  satisfied  that 
this  building  should  be  put  up  in  the  rear  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  building,  and  it  seems 
to  me  they  are  the  people  to  be  consulted, 
not  the  servants  of  the  city.  This  whole 
movement,  as  I  understand  it,  has  been 
started  in  the  library  itself.  There  is  no  request 
from  the  patrons  of  the  library,  but  it  is  simply 
the  people  who  are  conducting  the  business  of 
the  library  under  pay  of  the  city.  That  is  the 
way  I  understand  it,  and  I  do  not  think  any  one  in 
such  a  position,  paid  for  the  services  rendered  to 
the  city,  should  have  any  voice  whatever  in  this 
matter.    The  people  who  use  it  and  the  people 
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who  pay  the  taxes  are  the  ones  to  be  consulted. 
Notwithstanding  the  funny  speech  which  was 
made  by  my  friend  from  Ward  lis,  it  does  not 
alter  the  thing  one  bit.  The  people  of  the  South 
End  are  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  location 
and  do  not  wish  any  change.  It  seems  to  me  it  is 
our  duty  to  consider  them  and  not  the  people  who 
are  paid  for  services  rendered. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  renewed  his  motion  to  spe- 
cially assign. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  wish  to  say  in  regard  to 
taxes,  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  that 
unless  the  Assessors  have  arrived  on  the  ground, 
the  taxes  for  this  year  have  not  been  assessed. 
With  regard  to  the  taxes  of  last  year,  there  is  a 
question  between  the  city  and  the  holders  of  the 
estate  whether  any  taxes  are  really  due.  The 
estate  is  held  for  church  purposes,  and  the  hold- 
ers claim  it  is  not  taxable.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  17  says  the  cost  of  fitting  up  will  be  $5000. 
If  he  were  in  his  seat  I  should  like  to  inquire 
where  he  gets  his  information.  The  estimates  for 
doing  the  work  for  $3000  have  been  made  by  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Buildings.  With  regard  to 
the  rental  of  $1500,  I  have  been  told  that  the 
proposed  building  would  cost  $4000.  If  you  add 
to  that  the  cost  of  land  and  getting  up,  whatever 
that  may  be,  the  rent  would  then  be  exorbitant, 
for  it  would  pay  for  the  whole  in  five  years,  even 
if  the  cost  was  $6000  or  $7000. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  moved  the  previous 
question  and  H  was  ordered. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  report 
and  order  for  those  of  the  majority  prevailed, 
and  the  order  appended  to  the  minority  report 
was  read  once  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Library 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract 
with  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  for  a 
lease  for  a  term  of  years  of  a  building  to  be 
erected  on  land  of  said  Association,  and  adapted 
to  the  uses  and  wants  of  the  South  End  branch 
of  the  Public  Library,  on  sueh  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  may  seem  proper  to  said  committee,  at  a 
rental  not  exceeding  $1500  per  annum. 

The  question  was  on  passing  the  order  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — It  has  been  suggested 
that  this  movement  for  the  Springfield-street  site 
originated  with  tke  employes  of  the  city.  I  be- 
lieve it  originated  with  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library.  It  was  their  business  to  take 
notice  of  the  fact  that  the  lease  expires  on  the 
first  of  June,  and  to  look  about  to  see  what  should 
be  done.  It  is  evident  that  some  change  must  be 
made,  and  I  am  still  opposed  to  the  minority  re- 
port because  I  think  better  things  could  be 
done.  The  present  rooms  are  entirely  unfit, 
and  it  was  never  the  opinion  of  the  trustees 
that  the  present  location  would  he  per- 
manent. But  here"  it  is  proposed  to  have  a 
shed,  I  was  going  to  say  an  annex,  a  small  brick 
adjunct  to  the  present  building,  run  out  into  the 
back  yaid  on  this  cross  street,  and  use  it  for  a 
public  library  building.  The  building  on  Spring- 
field street  is  unanimously  recommended  by  the 
trustees;  it  is  well  located,  it  has  light  on  three 
sides,  and  the  cost  of  fitting  up  will  not  be  large. 
While  I  have  no  personal  interest  in  the  matter,  I 
feel  I  would  be  expressing  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  of  which  I  happen  to  be  a 
member,  if  I  should  say  that  in  their  judgment, 
after  examining  the  matter  in  all  its  bearings 
and  from  a  very  careful  and  intelligent  knowl- 
edge of  the  wants  of  the  citizens  of  that  section 
of  the  city,  I  think  their  opinion  should  be  enti- 
tled to  some  respect. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  to  amend  the 
order  so  that  it  should  read  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Library  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  con- 
tract with  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  for 
a  lease  for  a  term  of  years  of  a  building  to  be 
erected  on  land  of  said  Association,  and  adapted 
to  the  uses  and  wants  of  the  South  End  branch  of 
the  Public  Library,  on  such  terms  as  may  seem 
proper  to  the  said  Association,  at  a  rental  not  ex- 
ceeding $1500  per  annum."    Lost. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "and  adapted  to  the  uses  and  wants  of  the 
South  End  branch  of  the  Public  Library." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  the 
previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Coe  wap  lost, 
and  the  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Child  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that 


the  order  might  take  its  second  reading.  Lost, 
yeas  24,  nays  29,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin,  Barry,  Bigelow,  Brirnbe- 
com,  Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Devlin,  Donahoe,  Fitz- 
patrick, Freeman,  Howard,  Kidr.ey,  Lovell,  Mc- 
Namara,  Nason,  Perkins,  Pray,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  N. 
Sawyer,  Sibley,  Tucker,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheel- 
er—24. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Blakemore,  Brewn, 
Christal,  H.  Clapp,  Coe,C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty, 
Dudley,  Farweil,  Fisher,  Folan,  Hancock,  Hilton, 
Hollis,  Lane,  McLaughlin,  Morrison,  O'Dowd, 
Parkman,  Pratt,  Rogers,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Si-., 
Swift,  Viles,  Ward,  Whitmore,  Williams,  Wyman 
-29. 

Absent  or  not  votir.g — Messrs.  Bailey,  Bowker, 
Brintnall,  Cronin,  Denney,  Devine,  Greenough, 
Hart,  Hosley,  Kendricken,  Lauten,  Maguire, 
Murphy,  Plimpton,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Sweetser, 
Taylor— 17. 

WEST  ROXBUKY  PARK. 

The  President  read  the  following  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Commissioners : 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston:  The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
having  received  the  following  order— "In  Com- 
mon <  ouncil,  April  29,  1880.  Ordered,  That 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  he  re- 
quested to  report  to  this  Council  at  its  next 
meeting  a  list  of  the  owners  or  persons  having  on 
the  date  of  this  order  any  interest  whatever  in 
the  land  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  for  a  public 
park  at  West  Roxbury  giving  upon  the  respect- 
ive lots  shown  on  the  accompanying  plan  in  which 
estate  their  interest  lies  and  what  their  interest 
therein  is,"  signed,  Harvey  N.  Shepard,  President 
— beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  prog- 
ress, the  short  time  allowed  by  the  order  being 
insufficient  for  a  complete  examination  of  the 
records  as  required. 

For  convenience,  the  estates  ou  the  plan  sent  to 
the  Board  and  returned  herewith  have  been  num- 
bered, which  numbers  correspond  with  the  estate 
numbers  in  this  paper. 

As  regards  estates  numbered  3,  17,  18,  19,  20  and 
30,  no  changes  in  the  records  are  found  from 
those  reported  in  City  Document  123, 1879,  a  copy 
of  which  accompanies  this. 

In  estates  numbered  1,  4,  5,  8,  9,  15,  21,  22,  29,  36, 
40  and  42,  the  records  show  the  following: 

Estate  No.  1.  Libro  1420,  fclio  187.  Moses  E. 
Hale  to  the  Institution  for  Savings  in  Newbury- 
port  and  its  Vicinity.  Quit-claim  deed,  dated  May 
7,  1878. 

Estate  No.  4.  Libro  1445,  folio  179.  Charles  F. 
King  to  the  Hingham  Institution  for  Savings, 
mortgage  for  $3500,  dated  Jan.  8, 1879. 

Estate  No.  5.  Libro  1476,  folio  313.  Edward  E. 
and  Henry  A.  Rice,  trustee,  to  Nathaniel  A. 
Thayer,  trustee.  Trustee's  deed,  dated  Nov.  22, 
1879. 

Estates  Nos.  8  and  9.  Libro  1405,  folio  138.  Ellen 
S.  Eldredge,  Elizabeth  A.  and  Emma  F.  Williams 
to  the  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, mortgage  on  these  and  another  large  tract 
for  $125,000,  dated  Dec.  20, 1879. 

Estate  No.  15.  Libro  382,  folio  290,  Norfolk 
County  Registry,  mortgage  held  by  Lewis  H. 
Keith  for  $25,000;  also  libro  385,  folio  8,  Norfolk 
County  Registry,  mortgage  held  by  Elizabeth  N. 
Nichols,  wife  of  Frederick  L.,  for  $25,000;  not  re- 
leased so  far  as  ascertained. 

Libro  1445,  folio  166.  Thomas  Sherwin,  collect- 
or, to  James  Deshon,  23,000  square  feet  on  Wal- 
nut street,  adjoining  land  formerly  of  Sargent, 
Collector's  deed,  dated  Jan.  4,  1879. 

Estate  No.  21.  Libro  1322,  folio  99.  H.  B.  Sar- 
gent to  Edward  S.  Rand,  trustee,  mortgage  for 
$8500  on  estates  Nos.  21  and  22. 

Libro  1352,  folio  86.  Thomas  Sherwin,  Collector, 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  Collector's  Deed,  dated  Oct. 
23,  1876. 

Libro  1431,  folio  269.  City  of  Boston  to  Fred- 
erick O.  Prince  and  George  S.  Cushing,  trustees, 
release,  dated  Sept.  10, 1878. 

Libro  1434,  folio  133.  Thomas  Sherwin,  Collect- 
or, to  Frederick  O.  Priuce,  trustee,  Collector's 
Deed,  dated  Sept.  6,  1878. 

Libro  1462,  folio  256.  Horace  B.  Sargent  to 
Frederick  O.  Prince,  Quit-claim  Deed,  dated 
March  17, 1879.  Consideration  $1,  etc.,  on  estates 
21  and  22. 

Libro  1470,  folio  158.  Thomas  Sherwin,  Collec- 
tor, to  the  city  of  Boston.  Collectors'  Deed,  dated 
Sept.  16,  1879. 

Estate  No.  22.        Libro  1352,  folio  82.    Thomas 
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Sherwiu,  Collector,  to  the  city  of  Boston.     Col- 
lector's deed,  dated  Oct.  23, 1876. 

Libro  1431,  folio  263.  Thomas  Sherwin,  Collec- 
tor to  the  city  of  Boston.  Collector's  deed,  dated 
Sept.  23,  1878. 

Same  libro  and  folio.  Thomas  Sherwin,  Collec- 
tor, to  the  city  of  Boston.  Collector's  deed,  dated 
Sept.  23,  1878. 

Estate  No.  29.  Libro  1402,  folio  43.  Ella  T.  Cook 
to  the  Home  Savings  Bank.  Mortgage  for 
$12,000,  dated   Dec.  5,  1877. 

Libro  1432,  folio  55.  Ella  T.  Cook  to  Elias  C. 
Varney.    Mortgage  for  $1000,  dated  Sept.  18,  1878. 

Estate  No.  36.  Libro  1378,  folio  90.  Ex- 
tension of  three  mortgages  amounting  to 
$0000,  now  held  by  Dudley  P.  CottoD, 
and  recorded  libro  339,  folios  248,  249  and 
250,  Norfolk  County  Registry.  Extended  for  three 
years  from  date,  June  1,  1877. 

Estate  No.  40.  Libro  404,  folio  27,  Norfolk  Coun- 
ty Kegistry.  John  Gfalvin  to  Seth  Adams,  mort- 
gage held  for  $37,350,  dated  March,  1871. 

Libro  1464,  folio  139.  John  Galvin  to  Harvey  D. 
Parker,  mortgage  for  $8000,  dated  Julv  14,  1879. 

Estate  No.  42.  Libro  1352,  folio  120.  Thomas 
Sherwiu,  Collector  to  the  city  of  Boston,  Collec- 
tor's deed,  dated  Oct.  23,  1876. 

Libro  1431,  folio  269,  city  of  Boston  to  Frederick 
O.  Prince  and  George  S.  dishing,  trustees,  re- 
lease, dated  Sept.  10,  1878. 

Libro  1434,  folio  181.  Thomas  Sherwin,  Collector, 
to  Frederick  O.  Prince  and  George  S.  dishing, 
trustees,  Collector's  deed,  dated  Sept.  10,  1878. 

Libro  1434,  folio  132.  Thomas  Sherwin,  Collector, 
to  Frederick  O.  Prince  and  George  S.  dishing, 
trustees,  Collector's  deed,  dated  Sept.  10,  1878. 

Libro  1468,  folio  9.  Entry  for  possession  by  Fred- 
erick O.  Prince  and  George  S.  dishing,  trustees 
under  will  of  Eliza  H.Otis,  deceased,  under  mort- 
gage recorded  libro  418,  folio  58,  Norfolk  County 
Registry,  for  $34,091.50,  dated  Jan.  1,  1872,  entry 
made  Aug.  23, 1879. 

The  report  will  be  completed  without  unneces- 
sary delay. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
Charles  H.  Dalton, 

Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  placed  on  tile. 

PETITION     REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Of  C.  Burnham  &  Son,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Burnham's  wharf, 
"Ward  15. 

NEW  PRIMARY    SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom 
was  referred,  as  a  part  of  the  unfinished  business 
of  1879,  the  request  of  the  School  Committee  for 
the  erection  of  a  two-room  wooden  primary 
schoolhouse  on  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Elmo  street 
and  Blue  Hill  avenue,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase  from  J.  P.  Putnam 
and  Lyman  Mason,  trustees,  as  a  site  for  a  two- 
room  wooden  primary  schoolhouse,  a  parcel  of 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  Elmo  street  and  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $4500;  to  be 
charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Order  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom 
was  referred  as  a  part  of  the  unfinished  business 
of  1879  the  request  of  the  School  Committee  for 
the  establishment  of  a  new  Primary  School  of  six 
rooms  in  the  vicinity  of  Seventh  and  D  streets, 
South  Boston,  having  considered  the  subject, 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase  from  the  receivers 
of  the  Mercantile  Savings  Institution,  as  a  site 
for  a  Primary  School,  a  parcel  of  land  on  Seventh 
street,  between  C  and  D  streets,  South  Boston, 
containing  about  16,560  square  feet,  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $7038,  to  be  charged  to  the  special  ap- 
propriation for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  brick  primary 
schoolhouse  of  eight  rooms  on  land  situated  oa 
Seventh  street,  between  C  and  D  streets,  accord- 
ing to  plans  to  be  prepared  by  the  City  Architect 
and  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 


struction, the  expense  not  exceeding  $42,962,  to 
be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  that 
purpose. 

The  orders  were  read  once. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— This  last  matter  covers  an 
appropriation  of  $50,000,  which  was  voted  in  the 
annual  tax  bill  for  a  new  schoolhouse  in  South 
Boston.  It  is  necessary  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended and  that  the  order  be  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage tonight  in  order  that  the  land  may  be  pur- 
chased. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  adopted, 
and  the  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
up. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

VANDALISM  ON  THE  PUBLIC  GARDEN. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  presented  the  following 
report : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  City 
Council  that  on  the  night  of  May  1  instant,  some 
persons  or  person  committed  a  malicious  trespass 
upon  the  Public  Garden  and  mutilated  and  in- 
jured a  large  number  of  rhododendrons. 

The  committee  desire  to  use  all  available  means 
to  secure,  if  possible,  the  detection  and  punish- 
ment of  the  persons  committing  this  trespass, 
and  accordingly  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
following  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  offer  a  reward  of  $100  for  information 
that  will  lead  to  the  detection  and  conviction  of 
the  person  or  persons  who  mutilated  and  injured 
the  rhododendrons  on  the  Public  Garden;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Inci- 
dentals. 

The  order  was  read  once,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sibley  of  Ward  5,  the  rnle  was  suspended  and  the 
order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed— yeas 
54,  nays  none.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  moved  to  reconsider. 
Lost. 

RESIGNATION  OF  COUNCILMAN  BRINTNALL. 

The  President  read  the  following  communica- 
tion: 

Boston,  May  8, 1880. 

Harvey  N.  Shepard,  Esq.,  President  of  Com' 
mon  Council:  Dear  Sir— My  business  engage- 
ments are  such  as  will  prevent  me  from  attending 
to  the  duties  incumbent  upon  me  as  a  member  of 
the  City  Council. 

I,  therefore,  tender  to  you  my  resignation  as  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  3. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Benj.  Brintnall. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23—1  move  that  Mr.  Brint- 
nall's  resignation  be  accepted,  and  I  will  say  that 
I  regret  very  much  to  sever  my  connection  with 
one  of  my  associates  with  whom  I  have  been  so 
long.  I  am  sorry  for  the  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  He  was  a  good  associate, 
he  was  a  good  Councilman.  He  was  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  and  I  can  say  on  the 
part  of  that  committee  that  his  resignation  is  a 
great  loss  to  the  committee. 

The  resignation  was  accepted  and  placed  on 
tile.  1 

notice  of  the  vacancy. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That  a 
message  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  in- 
form .that  body  that  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  Com- 
mon Council  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Benja- 
min Brintnall  of  Ward  3.  Read  twice  and  passed. 
Sent  up. 

the  vacancy  in  board  of  directors  of  east 
boston  ferries. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order — That 
the  Committee  on  the  Nomination  of  Directors  of 
the  East  Boston  Ferries  be  requested  to  nominate 
a  candidate  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  res- 
ignation of  Common  Councilman  Benjamin  Brint- 
nall.   Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

A  SQUARE  TO  BE  PUT  IN  ORDER. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  offered  an  order — That 
the  Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  be  directed  to  have  put  in  order  the  tri- 
angular lot  of  land  belonging  to  the  city,  on  Tre- 
mont,  Clarendon  and  Montgomery  streets;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  Public  Grounds.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares.    Sent  up. 

STREET     NOMENCLATURE. 

Mr.Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  appoint  a 
commission  of  five  citizens  of  Boston  to  consid- 
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er  and  report  upon  some  scheme  tor  reducing  the 
number  of  duplicate  names  of  highways  in  said 
city,  provided  he  deem  such  a  course  advisable. 
The  said  commissioners  are  to  serve  without  com- 
pensation, and  to  report  during  the  present  year. 
Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — This  motion  is  of- 
fered because  it  will  be  found  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  a  year  ago  with 
their  report  on  the  nomenclature  of  streets.  They 
stated  there  that  they  would  recommend  certain 
things — the  application  to  the  Legislature  for  a 
new  law— which  has  been  done  and  the  law  has 
been  passed.  They  also  said  that  in 
case  the  suggestion  should  be  adopted 
and  the  Legislature  passed  the  statute  desired,  it 
might  be  well  for  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a  special 
commitiee  of  live  persons  to  consider   the  matter 


of  enforcing  it.  It  is  a  part  of  a  continuous  plan 
of  which  we  have  already  taken  two  steps.  We 
had  a  report  prepared  giving  the  names  of 
streets,  showing  the  number  of  duplicates,  and 
then  we  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  a  new  law 
and  the  Street  Commissioners  will  take  the  au- 
thority hereafter.  The  proper  course  seems  to  be 
now  to  have  the  Mayor  appoint  some  suitable 
persons  to  look  over  the  matter  and  see  whether 
any  of  the  duplicate  names  can  be  altered,  or 
what  arrangement  can  be  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  the  sub- 
ject was  specially  assigned  for  eight  o'clock  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  the  Council 
adjourned. 


.'58 


BOAKD       OF      ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    10,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DEAVK. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows : 

Five  petit  jurors  for  the  May  term  of  the  United 
States  District  Court. 

Thirty-seven  traverse  jurors  for  the  April  term, 
Superior  Court,  first  session. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

CoDStable— William  E.  S.  Carter.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  E.  J.  Dimond,  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Taft's  place,  Ward  23;  H. 
E.  Marion,  to  occupy  new  wooden  stable  for  four 
horses  on  Sparhawk  street,  Ward  25;  E.  Noyes 
Whitcomb,to  occupy  a  new  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Maple  street,  near  Schuyler  street, 
Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  American 
Rapid  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to  project  a 
lantern  from  Blazer's  Building. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  John  L.  B. 
Pratt  et  al.,  that  a  watering  trough  be  located 
near  Oak  square. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Pastor  of  St.  Augustine's  Church,  for  a  new  iron 
fence  on  line  of  Shurtleff  School  yard. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Lewis  Wharf 
Corporation,  that  the  sewage  deposits  in  their 
dock  be  dredged  out:  Michael  Shannahan,  against 
pi  oposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Lee  street; 
Samuel  B.  Pierce  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Greenwich 
place,  Ward  24;  Hiram  B.  Robinson,  to  reconvey 
to  him  three  parcels  of  land  on  Brook  avenue, 
sold  by  the  city  for  non-payment  of  sewer  assess- 
ments; Benjamin  Franklin,  for  the  extension  of 
the  f  aimer-street  sewer. 

To  tlte  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries.  C. 
C.  Chamberlin  &  Co.  and  49  others  in  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  Banfield  Forristall  &  Co.  and  85 
others  on  Federal  street,  in  favor  of  ferry  location 
at  foot  of  State  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Eliza  A. 
Holmes,  for  damages  for  personal  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  Leverett  street,  April  11, 
1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  John  Connolly,  for  the  removal  of 
two  trees  from  sidewalk  of  127  Vernon  street; 
Herman  Susmann.for  removal  of  a  tree  from  side- 
walk of  42  Upton  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Leonard  Day,  for  the  approval  of  two  houses 
erected  on  land  on  Third  street,  South  Boston, 
purchased  of  the  city  Dec.  1, 1870. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Joseph  Swallow 
et  al.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  portionjof  street  and 
passageway  at  40  Faneuil  Hall  square,  while  re- 
pairing foundations;  J.  Henry  Sears  et  al.,  for 
the  grading  and  completion  of  East  Chester  park 
from  Albany  street  to  the  Five  Corners,  so  called; 
Tilly  Haynes  for  leave  to  insert  two  lamp-posts 
in  front  of  United  States  Hotel,  Beach  street; 
C.  B.  Murphy  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  portion 
of  the  expense  of  watering  Cabot  street,  near 
Linden  park;  Peter  Fay  et  al.,  for  a  crosswalk  on 
Cabot  street  at  Dallas  place;  A.  B.  Morse  and 
H.  B.  Taylor,  that  new  edgestones  be  furnished 
by  the  city  and  set  in  front  of  estates  12  to  28 
Pearl  place;  Lucy  Ella  Scribner,  for  brick  side- 
walk in  front  of  10  Cedar  street,  Charlestown; 
Joseph  E.  Hall,  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estate 
on  Dorchester  avenue,  at  Milton  Lower  Mills; 
Victoria  Shelhamer,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  at  127  West  Sixth  street;  Alice  Pender- 
gast,  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  at  125 
West  Sixth  street;  Ellen  E.  Rogers,  for  edgestone 
on  Gardner  street,  Brighton;  B.  F.  Sturtevant, 
et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  in  Revere  street, 
Ward  23;  also  that  said  street  be  graded  and  put 
in  order;  William  J.  R.   Evans    et  al.,   that   the 

§rade  of  Kneeland  street,  between  Albany  and 
outh  streets,  be  raised  and  established; 
Boston  Water  Works,  for  leave  to  occupy  tem- 
porarily a  portion  of   Albany    street,  in  front  of 


their  pipe  yara,  and  to  close  temporarily  Stough- 
ton  street,  near  Harrison  avenue;  W.  H.  Howard 
et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense of  sprinkling  the  street  around  Sullivan 
square;  East  Boston  Savings  Bank,  that  edge- 
stones and  sidewalks  be  laid  on  Terrace  street, 
from  Treuiont  street  to  the  end  of  Drury  Block; 
John  Quirk,  to  move  wooden  building  from  87 
and  89  Hampshire  street  to  Mahan  avenue,  Ward 
19;  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  to  lay  a 
temporary  track  on  Sixth  street;  Harrison  Mead, 
for  brick  sidewalk  at  561  East  Fifth  street. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Hill  &  Wright,  for 
leave  to  place  an  engine  and  boiler  on  their  prem- 
ises, 137-139  Sumner  street,  East  Boston,  and  an 
order  was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  May  31' 
instant,  at  4  P.  M. 

PAPERS    FROM   THE  COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Notice  of  resignation  of  Benjamin  Brintnall, 
member  of  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  3. 
Placed  on  rile. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Direc- 
tors for  East  Boston  Ferries  to  report  a  Director 
in  place  of  Benjamin  Brintnall,  resigned.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  purchase  land  and  erect  a  schoolhouse 
on  Seventh  street,  between  C  and  D  streets,  at  a 
cost  of  ¥50,000.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  construct  new  sheds  for  the  Health 
Department  at  the  south  yard,  and  to  repair  the 
stables,  at  a  cost  of  $7000.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

An  order  to  put  in  order  the  square  at  corner 
of  Montgomery,  Tremont  and  Clarendon  streets. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  in  con- 
currence. 

The  order  to  renovate  the  portraits  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $150,  came  up  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Concurred. 

The  amendment  to  order  concerning  the  print- 
ing, etc.,  of  the  volumes  to  be  prepared  by  the 
Record  Commissioners,  so  as  to  provide  that  the 
cost  of  printing  and  binding  shall  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Printing,  and  the  cost  of 
preparing  the  copy  to  the  appropriation  for  said 
Commissioners;  also,  that  the  cost  of  the  volume 
of  Dorchester  Records  be  charged  in  the  same 
manner;  also  an  order  to  transfer  from  appropri- 
ation for  printing  $1500  to  the  Record  Commis- 
sioners—all Game  up  referred  to  Committee  on 
Finance.    Concurred. 

THE  DESTRUCTION    OF    RHODODENDRONS    ON    THE 
PUBLIC  GARDEN. 

An  order  came  up  authorizing  a  reward  of 
$100  to  be  paid  for  information  which  shall  lead 
to  the  detection  of  the  person  who  injured  cer- 
tain rhododendrons  on  Public  Garden. 

Alderman  Slade— I  want  to  ask  if  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Squares  have  looked  into  this 
matter,  and  are  satisfied  that  this  cutting,  so  to 
speak,  has  been  done  to  the  rhododendrons.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  some  people,  and  the  suggestion 
has  been  made,  that  the  injury  was  done  by  the 
frost  or  from  some  other  causes,  rather  than  by 
the  knife.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  cleared  up,  and 
if  it  has  not  been  already  it  ought  to  be. 

Alderman  Breck— When  I  first  heard  of  the  out- 
rage that  had  been  committed  on  the  rhododen- 
drons on  the  Public  Garden,  I  went  down  there. 
I  called  there  on  my  way  into  the  city.  I  found 
that  the  stories  told  were  true;  that  the  buds  had 
been  nipped  up,  and  some  of  them  lay  there  un- 
der the  foliage.  1  think  no  one  but  a  skilled  gar- 
dener could  have  done  that;  and  certainly  no  one 
not  acquainted  with  rhododendrons  could  have 
done  it.  The  man  who  went  around  with  me  also 
directed  my  attention  to  the  footprints  about  the 
plants. 

Alderman  Slade— Were  they  cut  off?  Of  course 
it  they  were  destroyed  by  the  frost  they  would 
have  fallen  off. 

Alderman  Breck — I  have  no  doubt  they  were 
either  cut  off  or  wrenched  off.  A  gardener  has  a 
way  of  taking  off  the  bud  with  his  thumb,  so  that 
he  can  do  it  as  smoothly  as  with  a  knife.  More 
than  that,  I  found  the  buds  under  the  foliage. 
These  rhododendrons  are  of  a  hardy  variety  and 
will  stand  frost.  I  have  heard  the  story  the 
Alderman  refers  to,  that  it  was  a  put-up  job;  but 
it  led  me  to  believe  it  came  from  some  of  the 
gardeners  themselves. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  that  I  ought 
to  make  the  suggestion,  but  I  was  going  to  pro- 
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pose  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  employ 
an  expert.  1  do  not  like  to  have  these  insinua- 
tions go  abroad,  unless  the  public  can  be 
satisfied  there  is  something  or  nothing  in  them. 
If  the  committee  were  to  employ  an  expert  to 
look  into  the  matter,  so  that  we  could  be  assured, 
it  would  be  a  good  thing.  Of  course  1  don't 
doubt  the  word  of  the  Alderman  who  has  spoken, 
but  I  feel  as  though  the  public  ought  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  mischief  has  or  has  not  been 
done. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares  feel  that  they  have  one  of  the  best 
experts  in  the  city  to  superintend  that  depart- 
ment. "While  I  was  occupying  that  chair  last 
Monday  I  received  a  letter  from  him  stating  that 
some  malicious  person  had  committed  this  depre- 
dation on  the  rhododendrons;  that  they  had  either 
picked  off  these  buds  with  their  fingers,  as  the 
Alderman  suggested,  or  cut  they  off  with  a  knife. 
The  fact  is  apparent  that  the  rhododendrons  in 
other  places  on  the  Common  are  just  as  perfect 
as  they  ever  were.  These  rhododendrons  have 
evidently  all  been  cut  by  a  malicious  person. 

Alderman  Slade — Was  this  cutting  only  in  one 
place,  or  were  all  we  have  cut? 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  cutting  was  more  par- 
ticularly on  the  Public  Garden.  The  rhododen- 
drons on  the  Common,  I  understand,  are  just  as 
perfect  today  as  they  ever  were.  Then  there  is 
another  fact:  Our  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds  is  an  expert,  and  testifies  to  the  fact 
that  these  buds  were  clipped  off  by  some  mali- 
cious person,  for  reasons  best  known  to  the  per- 
petrator. I  think  we  have  all  the  expert  testi- 
mony we  could  possibly  have  in  the  matter.  A 
sub-committee  of  the  Committee  on  Common 
visited  the  place  and  verified  the  Superintend- 
ent's story.  I  don't  see  how  it  is  possible  to 
obtain  any  more  explicit  information  than  we 
have. 

Alderman  Slade  After  the  explanation  that 
has  been  made,  I  shall  not  press  the  matter. 
From  some  talk  outside  I  thought  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  employ  an  expert.  If  the  committee  are 
convinced  that  that  act  of  vandalism  has  been 
done,  I  am  satisfied. 

The  order  was  passed  in  consurrence— yeas  11, 
nays  0. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

INSPECTION  OF  MILK. 

The  twenty-first  annual  report  of  the  Milk  In- 
spector (City  Doc.  62)  was  received  and  sent 
down. 

Operations  for  1879-80. 

Number  of  wholesale  dealers  registered 82 

Number  of  retail  dealers  registered 192 

Number  of  retail  dealers  registered  in  1878-9...       25 
Number  of  visits  made  and  samples  of  milk  in- 
spected   1 ,605 

Number  of  samples  analyzed 50 

Number  of  samples  analyzed  and  not   adulter- 
ated          7 

Average  amount  of  adulteration 16.2 

Largest  amount  of  adulteration  (water  added  in 

100  parts)  per  cent 38 

Least  amount  of  adulteration 4 

Number  of  prosecutions 32 

Number  convicted : 22 

Number  defaulted  ( 1  bonds  sued) 2 

Number  not  convicted  (2  nol  pros.) 8 

Expenses  of  the  Office. 

Foranalyses 8395.00 

"    advertising 60.00 

"    printing  and  stock 46.76 

"    stationery 15.03 

"    inspector's  bills,  etc 25.40 

8542.19 
As  a  result  of  prosecution,  there  has  been  paid 

in  fines  and  costs  the  sum  of 8644.55 

There  has  been  paid  to  complainant,  in  accord- 
ance with  law 175.00 

It  would  be  a  matter  of  much  interest  if  the 
daily  amount  of  milk  consumed  in  Boston  could 
be  accurately  known;  but,  as  stated,  there  are  no 
reliable  means  of  ascertaining  it.  It  can  only  be 
estimated.  A  former  report  of  this  office  placed 
the 

Daily  supply  of  gallons  at 28,256 

Dailycost 86,216 

Number  of  gallons  for  year 10,313,440 

Cost  for  year 82,268,966 

After  a  careful  estimate  from  all  sources,  and 
ii.ll  investigation,  the  amount  might  be  stated  as 

Daily  number  of  gallons 29,000 

Daily  cost 86,960 

Number  of  gallons  for  year 10,585.(100 

Cost  for  year 82^540.000 

Sent  down. 


OVERSEERS  OF    THE   POOR. 

The  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the 
quarter  ending  May  1  was  received  and  sent 
down.  Balance  last  report,  $7381.73;  received 
since,  $46,036.36;  expended,  §50,136.78;  balance  on 
hand,  §3,281.31. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  on  the 
number  and  character  of  fires  and  alarms  during 
April  was  received  and  sent  down. 

POLICE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  organization  of  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  on  the  3d  inst.,  by 
the  choice  of  Colonel  Henry  Walker  as  chairman 
and  F.  J.  Goldthwait  as  clerk.    Sent  down. 

LOCATIONS  ACCEPTED. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company,  accepting  their  sixty- 
eighth  and  sixty-ninth  locations  granted  by  this 
Board.    Placed  on  file. 

REGULATION     OF    TELEGRAPH    AND      TELEPHONE 
WIRES. 

The  Board  next  took  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

Report  and  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  man- 
agement and  control  of  telegraph  and  telephone 
lines  by  the  Fire  Commissioners  (Doc.  51),  with 
substitute  therefor,  submitted  by  Alderman 
Woolley,  to  place  such  management,  etc.,  under 
an  officer,  to  be  elected  for  three  years  by  the  City 
Council,  called  the  "Supervisor  of  Telegraphs" 
(Doc.  59);  also  another  ordinance  on  the  same  sub- 
ject submitted  by  Alderman  Slade  in  place  of  the 
preceding.    (Doc.  64). 

The  question  was  upon  the  substitute  offered 
by  Alderman  Slade. 

Alderman  Slade— I  said  the  other  evening  all  1 
suppose  is  necessary  to  be  said  upon  this  subject. 
Neither  the  order  as  it  came  from  the  committee, 
or  the  substitute  offered  by  the  Alderman  oppo- 
site, seems  to  strike  one  as  being  the  proper  way 
to  settle  this  question.  There  is  a  chance  for 
conflict  between  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the 
Paving  Department,  the  Fire  Department,  and 
the  Telegraph  and  Telephone  companies.  This 
matter  has  been  carefully  considered  by  all  those 
departments,  and  my  substitute  has  grown 
out  of  that  consideration.  So  far  as  the 
other  substitute  is  concerned,  I  don't  know  that 
anybody  feels  there  is  any  necessity  for  making  a 
place  for  anybody.  I  don't,  and  I  think  my  sub- 
stitute will  cover  all  the  points. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  suppose  it  has  been  fully 
decided  by  the  City  Council  that  a  necessity  exists 
for  better  regulation  or  the  construction  of  the 
several  telegraph  wires  within  the  city  limits,  and 
I  believe  that  when  the  Mayor  was  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature,  the  City  Council 
were  fully  convinced  of  the  necessity  for  such 
legislation.  Now,  the  question  with  me  is,  what 
is  the  best  way  to  regulate  the  construction  and 
running  of  these  wires  ?  The  Alderman  opposite 
proposes  to  put  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners. While  I  would  not  in  any  way  take 
from  those  honorable  commissioners  anything 
which  belongs  to  them,  still  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
right  and  proper  for  the  City  Council  to  keep 
within  their  control  any  and  all  matters  which 
may  come  up  in  the  future.  I  believe  the  Fire 
Commissioners  are  gentlemen  of  ability,  but  I 
fail  to  see  that  any  one  of  those  gentlemen 
have  the  ability  to  run  telegraph  wires,  even  if 
they  had  had  the  experience.  Now,  it  is  not 
fair  to  presume  that  any  of  those  commissioners, 
provided  it  is  put  into  their  hands,  are  going  to 
ascend  to  the  tops  of  these  six,  seven  or  eight 
story  buildings,  and  regulate  and  advise  in  any 
way  in  regard  to  the  wires  to  be  run  or  disentang- 
ling those  now  run.  It  is  n't  fair  to  presume  that 
they  will  do  it,  even  if  they  possessed  the  ability. 
Is  it  fair  to  presume  that  any  man  can  sit  in  his 
office  and  dictate  the  way  these  wires  should  be 
run  ?  It  is  not  fair  to  presume  so.  My  idea  is, 
we  should  have  a  man  of  experience,  who  has 
grown  up  in  the  business,  and  who  is  competent. 
Therefore,  1  think  it  is  advisable  to  keep  it 
in  the  control  of  the  City  Government.  So  far  as 
the  effect  is  concerned,  whether  it  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  commission  or  the  City  Government,  you 
must  have  some  one  to  control  it.  The  expense  is 
the  same  no  matter  whether  the  commissioners 
or  the  City  Government  select  the  man.  It  has 
been  said  it  can  be  done  iu  connection  with  the 
duties  of  the  present  Superintendent  of 
Fire    Alarms.        The     present     Superintendent 


260 


BOAED       OF       ALDERMEN, 


has  everything  to  attend  to  that  this 
Government  or  the  commissioners  should 
ask  him  to  do,  in  taking  care  of  the 
independent  lines  belonging  to  the  city.  They 
are  not  in  the  condition  they  should  be.  That  is 
no  doubt  known  to  the  commissioners,  and  they 
are  working  vigorously  to  reconstruct  them.  I 
don't  say  it  is  any  fault  of  the  commissioners, 
but  it  seems  to  me  they  have  n't  paid  that  atten- 
tion to  the  telegraph  wires  in  the  past  that  they 
should.  No  doubt  they  see  the  defects  of  the 
past,  and  will  try  to  get  rid  of  them  in  the 
future.  But  it  is  necessary  that  these  wires 
should  not  be  left  too  long,  to  rust, 
wear  out  and  drop  down.  Now,  I  have  n't  but 
one  motive  in  this  matter,  and  that  is, 
what  is  the  best  interest  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  And  to  secure  that,  I  believe  this  mat- 
ter should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Council.  I 
don't  believe  in  putting  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Fire  Commissioners.  I  don't  believe  they  can 
satisfy  the  companies  running  wires  through  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  believe  we  will  have  trouble  if 
we  put  it  into  their  hands.  I  hope  the  ordinance 
recommended  by  myself  will  be  adopted.  I  have 
had  some  experience  with  the  workings  of 
the  Fire  Department,  and  given  some  study 
to  the  telegraph  system.  There  was  a  time 
when  parties  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
came  to  Boston  to  inspect  our  fire-alarm  telegraph 
system.  Boston  was  the  first  city  to  adopt  it,  and 
we  stood  a  little  ahead.  But  let  any  gentleman 
go  round  the  country  and  see  what  the  condition 
of  other  fire-alarm  telegraphs  is,  and  he  will  see 
Boston  is  a  trifle  behind  the  times.  No 
doubt  the  Fire  Commissioners  have  done 
the  best  they  could,  and  no  doubt,  with 
their  able  Superintendent,  they  are  doing 
their  best  to  remedy  it.  I  know  the  Su- 
perintendent's capabilities  as  an  old  fireman, 
and  that  he  is  qualified  to  do  anything  he  under- 
takes; but  we  should  not  expect  too  much  of  a 
new  man.  I  believe  the  greater  part  of  the  trou- 
ble with  our  fire-alarm  telegraph  has  been  owing 
to  a  little  too  rigid  economy.  The  commissioners 
wanted  to  keep  within  their  appropriation,  and 
perhaps  they  unthinkingly  neglected  the  wires.  I 
have  a  couple  of  samples  of  the  fire-alarm 
wires  here,  which  were  removed  about 
a  fortnight  ago.  Here  is  a  sample  of 
the  condition  of  the  wire  when  it  was 
run;  here  is  a  sample  of  the  condition  of  the  wire 
today.  When  the  wire  is  in  such  a  condition 
that  shows  it  has  been  neglected  by  some  one. 
It  may  be  said  this  is  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the 
former  Superintendent.  But  when  an  officer  in 
charge  of  the  department  represents  that  the 
wires  are  not  in  good  condition,  it  is  not  his 
fault.  The  parties  in  authority  may  not  under- 
stand it,  and  the  neglect  may  not  lie  their  fault. 
But  I  really  think  that  the  Fire  Commissioners 
have  all  they  can  do.  and  I  don't  believe  it  is 
right  to  put  this  additional  duty  upon  them.  I 
believe  it  is  right  that  our  servants  should 
give  a  certain  amount  of  time  to  their 
duties,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  better  for  the 
telegraph  companies  and  all  concerned  if  we  keep 
this  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Council  or  some 
committee.  I  am  not  particular  about  its  being 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  Let  it  be  the 
Committee  on  Paving.  It  seems  that  would  be 
the  proper  committee  to  have  charge  of  the  de- 
partment. I  am  earnest  when  I  say  it  is  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  city  that  this  should  be  in  the 
control  of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Slade — I  will  read  a  portion  of  chap- 
ter 64  of  the  General  Statutes  relating  to  tele- 
graph wires: 

"The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  or  Selectmen  of  any 
place  through  which  the  lines  of  a  company  are 
to  pass  shall  give  the  company  a  writing  specify- 
ing where  the  posts  may  be  located,  the  kind  of 
posts  and  the  height  at  which  and  the  places 
where  the  wires  may  run.  After  the  erection  of 
the  lines,  having  first  given  the  company  or  its 
agents  opportunity  to  be  heard,  they  may  direct 
any  alteration  in  the  location  or  erection  of  the 
posts,  piers  or  abutments,  and  in  the  height  of 
the  wires.  Such  specifications  and  decisions  shall 
be  recorded  in  the  records  of  the  city  or  town." 

That  we  cannot  give  away  to  anybody.  It  be- 
longs here,  and  is  placed  for  the  time  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  Paving.    Thea— 

"Nothing  herein  contained  shall  apply  to  any 
telegraph  company  which  has  the  right,  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  contruct,  main- 
tain or  operate  lines  of  telegraph  over  or  along 
any  of   the  military  or  post  roads  of  the  United 


States,  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  de- 
clared such  by  law,  or  over,  under  or  across  the 
navigable  streams  or  waters  of  the  United  States, 
nor  to  any  lines  or  wires  now  or  hereafter  con- 
structed, maintained  or  operated  over,  along,  un- 
der or  across  any  of  said  roads,  streams  or  waters 
by  any  such  company." 

We  cannot  interfere  with  them.  Now,  we  can- 
not give  the  right  of  way  to  any  one  to  run  on  to 
buildings,  or  the  corners  of  buildings.  What  the 
Fire  Department  want  is,  where  the  wires  come 
down  from  buildings  on  to  the  public  streets, 
that  the  commissioners  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  regulating  them;  and  we  ought  to  give  it  to 
them.  We  cannot  give  away  the  rights  conferred 
upon  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  If  you  will  read 
this  substitute  carefully,  you  will  find  it  takes 
care  of  all  those  provisions.  This  matter  has 
been  considered  carefully,  and  the  substitute  I  of- 
fer has  been  accepted  by  all.  I  don't  know  whether 
we  can  give  the  right  to  go  upon  anybody's  house, 
Suppose  you  appoint  a  person  to  have  the  super- 
intendence of  it  all,  I  don't  see  what  he  could  do. 
There  is  also  a  provision  in  here  that  if  there  are 
any  lines  left  not  used,  after  giving  notice  to  these 
parties,  they  can  be  taken  down.  I  believe  there 
are  some  lines  in  the  city  today  that  are  not  used, 
and  probably  the  specimen  that  the  gentleman 
showed  is  one  that  ought  to  have  been  taken 
down.  Still  I  don't  know  anything  about  that. 
We  have  the  statutes  on  the  one  side  and  the  dif- 
ferent departments  on  the  other  side  to  har- 
monize, and  my  opinion  is  that  the  substitute  is 
all  that  will  be  required. 

Alderman  Woolley— That  is  one  reason  why  I 
think  we  should  have  a  man  of  experience  in 
charge  of  this  matter.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
send  a  man  to  the  top  of  these  buildings  and  poles 
to  examine  into  them.  I  dare  say  there  are  many 
lines  in  the  city  which  are  not  used,  and  might 
be  discontinued;  and  it  is  for  this  Superintendent 
and  his  assistants  to  search  out  these  lines.  It  is 
very  easy  for  an  expert  to  decide  which  these 
lines  are.  Each  has  a  private  mark  upon  it.  There 
are  marks  upon  them  so  that  an  expert  can  decide 
whose  wires  they  are  and  what  company  was  run- 
ning them.  It  Js  not  fair  to  presume  that  any 
gentleman  sitting  in  his  office  in  City  Hall  can 
decide  what  wires  are  in  use  and  which  are  not, 
which  should  be  removed  and  which  are  in  a 
proper  location.  That  is  for  a  man  of  experience 
to  decide,  under  the  control  of  this  City  Council. 
It  is  necessary  for  a  man  to  know  where  these 
wires  should  be  run,  so  as  not  to  be  detrimental  to 
the  citizens,  the  buildings,  and  the  best  efficiency 
of  the  Fire  Department.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  I  argue  that  it  is  better  for  the  City  Council 
to  keep  control  of  it  than  to  put  it  in  charge  of 
the  commissioners,  or  indeed  of  any  one  man.  I 
don't  believe  in  this  one-man  power,  if  you  re- 
duce it  down  to  that.  The  City  Council,  com- 
posed of  two  branches,  are  eminently  able  to  de- 
cide who  should  be  the  man  to  have  charge  of 
them,  and  if  he  is  not  the  right  man  he  can  be  re- 
moved at  any  time.  I  hope  the  substitute  as  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  opposite  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  cannot  say  that  I  believe  in 
either  of  these  substitutes.  I  believe  the  matter 
is  well  enough  as  it  is.  There  are  great  inconsis- 
tencies in  the  ordinance  submitted  by  Alderman 
Klade.    Section  8  provides — 

"Nothing  contained  in  this  ordinance  shall  ap- 
ply to  the  location  of  poles  in  the  public  highways 
nor  to  lines  laid  under  any  public  way  or  square." 

The  first  section  provides— 

"Every  line  of  wires  for  transmitting  intelli- 
gence by  electricity  shall  be  so  constructed, 
placed  and  maintained  as  not  to  interfere  with 
other  lines,  nor  with  the  operations  of  the  Fire 
Department;  and  for  carrying  out  this  provision 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  by  general  reg- 
ulations, or  by  special  order  in  any  particular 
case,  not  inconsistent  with  this  or  any  future  or- 
dinance, may  prescribe  the  position  of  wires  and 
fixtures  so  far  as  may  be  reasonably  necessary  to 
prevent  the  same  from  incommoding  the  public 
use  of  highways  or  public  roads." 

Now,  if  they  have  the  power  provided  in  that 
section,  then  section  8  amounts  to  nothing  at  all. 
I  think,  and  I  believe  the  Alderman  agrees  with 
me,  that  at  no  very  distant  day  all  these  tele- 
phone and  telegraph  wires  will  be  obliged  to  be 
put  on  poles.  I  do  not  know  what  right  this 
Board  has  to  pass  an  order  allowing  companies 
to  put  wires  on  private  buildings.  This  ordinance 
really  gives  authority  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners to  give  permission  to  parties  to  place 
wires  where  they  please.    I  am  rather  in  favor  of 
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letting  this  matter  lay  over  for  a  while.  It  is  of 
great~importance  to  the  citizens  generally.  I 
move  that  further  consideration  be  postponed, 
and  that  the  subject  be  laid  upon  the  table  for 
the  present. 

Alderman  Slade — We  cannot  give  anybody  the 
right  to  go  upon  anybody's  bouse.  This  does  not 
give  anybody  that  right.,  and  if  it  does  they  are 
not  obliged  to  acknowledge  it.  All  the  Fire  De- 
partment ask  is  simply  this:  Look  at  the  Court 
House  and  you  will  find  that  the  wires  from  the 
Court  House  come  down  across  the  street  diag- 
onally. The  Fire  Department  say  those  wires  are 
in  the  way,  and  they  want  them  to  come  down 
straight.  If  they  are  not  to  be  used  in  the  build- 
ing let  them  come  down  straight. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  ask  if  we  have  not 
put  into  every  order  of  location  for  telephone 
wires  the  condition  that  the  Fire  Department 
shall  have  the  right  to  use  those  poles.  If  that 
is  the  case  what  harm  can  there  be  in  continuing 
that.  Then  you  are  not  legislating  for  house  tops 
and  allowing  them  to  run  their  wires  on  the  tops 
of  buildings.     • 

Alderman  Caton— It  seems  to  me  that  neither 
the  Fire  Commissioners  or  the  Supervisors  would 
have  any  control  of  wires  going  on  top  of  build- 
ings. They  only  control  those  on  poles.  It  is  only 
such  a  small  matter  that  the  Fire  Commissioners 
have  to  attend  to,  that  I  think  they  can  do  a  little 
more.  They  can  get  to  their  office  a  little  earlier 
and  stay  a  little  later.  It  seems  to  me  that  to 
have  an  officer  elected  for  this  purpose  will  be 
only  incurring  an  unnecessary  expense. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  lost. 

Alderman  Woolley — The  Alderman  opposite 
seems  to  infer  that  under  this  ordinance  the 
rights  of  the  Paving  Committee  will  be  interfered 
with.  I  do  not  so  understand  it.  The  gentleman 
opposite  speaks  of  running  the  wires  on  poles, 
l  think  he  is  aware  that  it  will  not  be  expedient  to 
ran  more  than  one  line  of  poles  on  one  side  of  the 
street.  It  will  be  impossible  to  accommodate 
them.  Unless  you  are  going  to  cut  off  the  tele- 
phone attached  to  the  building,  it  is  necessary 
that  there  should  be  wires  run  on  top  of  the  build- 
ing. It  is  also  well  known  that  the  companies 
cannot  attach  their  wires  to  the  tops  of  buildings 
without  the  consent  of  the  owners.  As  the  matter 
of  the  running  of  wires  here  in  the  city  is  impor- 
tant, so  much  more  is  the  necessity  that  they  be 
run  in  a  proper  manner,  in  order  to  protect  the 
wires  of  the  Fire  Department.  I  have  my  doubts 
whether  the  Fire  Department  wires  should  be  run 
on  the  top  of  buildings,  even  with  that  privilege 
from  the  owner.  I  can  see  an  objection  to  it.  Of 
course  those  poles  are  substantial,  but  the  time  is 
coming  when  they  will  be  worn  out,  buildings  will 
be  burned,  and  the  wires  be  thrown  down  in  a 
bunch  and  mixed  up  with  hundreds  of  others, 
and  it  is  going  to  be  hard  work  to  sort 
them  out.  But  such  things  may  not  hap- 
pen more  than  once  in  a  life  time.  But  it  is  true 
that  the  tops  of  these  poles  are  to  be  used  by  the 
Fire  Department  wires.  I  cannot  see  why  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  should  put  this  very  im- 
portant matter  into  the  hands  of  any  one  man,  or 
any  three  men  composing  a  commission.  It  is  the 
duty  of  this  City  Government  to  keep  such  mat- 
ters in  their  own  hands.  I  have  taken  considera- 
ble pains  to  inform  myself  upon  this  matter,  and 
find  that  in  other  cities  they  are  making  an  effort 
to  do  away  with  some  of  their  commissions,  and 
keep  their  business  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, near  the  people,  where  it  belongs.  I 
hope  the  Board  will  not  adopt  the  substitute  of 
the  gentleman  opposite. 

The  substitute  offered  by  Alderman  Slade  was 
adopted,  an'',  the  ordinance  as  amended  was 
passed. 

Sent  down. 

NEW    COURT    HOUSE; 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  : 
The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Henry  \V.  Paine  and  others  for  im- 
proved accommodations  for  the  courts  and  the 
administration  of  justice  in  this  county,  and  to 
whom  was  also  refd  red  so  much  of  the  Mayor's 
inaugural  address  as  relates  to  a  new  Court 
House,  and  who  were  requested,  to  consider  and 
report  such  action  as  they  may  deem  expedient  to 
take  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  128  of  the 
acts  of  1880,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

Early  in  January  last  a  bill  was  introduced  in 
the  Legislature  authorizing  the  Supremo  Judi- 
cial Court  to  appoint  commissioners  for  the 
purpose    of  taking  land  for  a  Court  House  site. 


The  bill  was  pending  when  your  committee 
were  appointed.  They  immediately  held  a  con- 
ference with  a  committee  of  the  Bar  Association 
and  others  interested  in  the  subject,  and  it 
was  agreed  to  unite  in  asking  for  an  amended 
bill,  giving  the  Board  of  Aldermen  another  op- 
portunity "to  select  a  site,  providing  that  if  it  was 
not  done  before  December  next,  then  the  Supreme 
Court  should  appoint  commissioners  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  bill  as  amended  passed  and  is  chapter 
128  of  the  acts  of  1880,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  taking  of  land  and  the  erection  thereon  of 
a  Court  House  for  the  county  of  Suffolk."  Vnder 
this  statute  the  present  Board  of  Aldermen  is  not 
called  upon  to  consider  whether  it  is  most  expe- 
dient to  erect  a  new  Court  House,  or  to  remodel 
the  present  one,  or  to  provide  separate  quarters 
for  the  civil  and  criminal  courts,  questions  which 
have  always  embarrassed  its  predecessors  and 
upon  whicb  there  has  always  been  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  The  o^ily  question  to  consider  is 
the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  new  Court  House. 

The  primary  considerations  in  selecting  a  site  for 
a  Court  House  are  that  ic  should  be  in  a  location 
wbere  quiet,  light  and  air  will  be  secured.  It 
should  be  convenient  to  the  business  centre  of 
the  city  and  to  other  public  buildings.  It  should 
be  large  enough  to  accommodate  ail  the  county 
offices  under  one  roof,  and  should  be  so  situated 
as  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  a  reasonable 
amount  of  architectural  display. 

Keeping  these  requirements  in  view,  the  com- 
mittee have  carefully  examined  the  various  loca- 
tions which  have  been  suggested.  Most  of  them 
may  be  dismissed  without  consideration,  and 
there  are  but  four  which  have  at  any  time  met 
with  any  approval,  viz.,  the  territory  bounded  by 
School  and  Bromfield  streets  and  Chapman  place; 
the  northerly  end  of  Pemberton  square;  the 
square  bounded  by  Mt.  Vernon,  Temple,  Hancock 
and  Derne  streets,  known  as  the  "Reservoir  lot"; 
and  the  westerly  side  of  Pemberton  square. 

The  School-street  site  is  an  excellent  one,  but 
the  cost  is  an  insuperable  objection.  In  order  to 
obtain  light  and  air  it  would  be  necessary  to  take 
101,800  square  feet  of  land — much  more  than  is 
needed — and  a  large  amount  of  valuable  property 
would,  therefore,  be  unnecessarily  sacrificed. 
The  assessed  value  of  this  property  in  1879  was 
.$1,648,322. 

There  have  been  two  locations  proposed  at  the 
northerly  end  of  Pemberton  square.  The  first, 
and  probably  the  one  which  has  received  the 
most  consideration,  contemplated  the  erection  of 
a  building  with  a  front  on  Pemberton  square  and 
the  rear  on  Howard  street.  The  civil  courts  were 
to  be  located  in  the  upper  part  of  the  building, 
with  an  entrance  from  the  square,  and  the  crimi- 
nal courts  in  the  basement,  with  an  entrance  from 
Howard  street.  The  objections  to  this  plan  were 
stated  in  a  report  made  in  1871,  as  follows:  "It  is 
of  the  first  importance  that  the  criminal  court 
rooms  should  be  so  located  as  to  give  the  freest  ad- 
mission to  light  and  air.  This  point  was  dwelt 
upon  with  great  earnestness  by  some  of  the  judges 
and  clerks  who  have  had  long  experience  in  these 
courts.  A  large  amount  of  space  is  required 
to  accommodate  the  witnesses,  sometimes  as 
many  as  five  or  six  hundred,  each  day,  most 
of  them  in  a  very  uncleanly  state,  who  are 
called  before  the  grand  jury  or  the  Superior 
and  Municipal  courts.  In  oroer  to  give  a  proper 
entrance  for  suGh  a  large  number  of  persons,  and 
facilities  for  receiving  and  Soiuling  off  priscners 
it  would  be  necessary  to  widen  Howard  street; 
and  the  consequence  would  be  that  a  large 
amount  of  heavy  travel  between  Bowdoin  square, 
Scollay  square  and  Hanover  street  would 
pass  over  this  street  ins'ead  of  Court  street. 
The  space  allowed  for  showing  the  front  of  the 
building  on  Pemberton  square  is  only  about  sev- 
enty feet,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  facade  would 
be  hidden  from  view  by  the  buildings  on  the 
easterly  and  westerly  sides."  Tliese  objections  . 
are  as  valid  now  as  when  that  report  was  made. 
In  1878,  partly  in  consequence  of  the  above  objec- 
tions and  partly  on  account  of  the  opposition  to 
taking-certain  estateslon  Howard  street,  another  lo- 
cation was  selected.  It  embraced  the  estates  atthe 
northerly  end  ol  the  square,  extended  back  to  the 
rear  line  of  the  estates  on  Howard  street,  and  in- 
cluded three  estates  on  the  westerly  side  and  four 
on  the  easterly  side  of  the  square"  Some  of  the 
principal  objections  to  the  first  location  were  . 
overcome,  but  the  shape  of  the  lot  was  unsuitable 
and  it  was  not  large  enough.  The  reservoir  lot 
has  been  strongly  urged  as  a  location  for  a  Court 
House.      It  contains  37,4S8  square  feet,  and  the 


Q62 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


plan  suggested  is  to  take  the  abutting  estates, 
which  front  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  which 
would  give  a  lot  containing  in  all  63,010  square 
feet.  This  location  is  very  objectionable  on 
account  of  its  distance  from  the  business  por- 
tion of  the  city  and  the  steep  grades  of 
the  surrounding  streets.  It  is  one-fourth  of 
a  mile  from  City  Hall  by  the  nearest  route.  The 
grade  at  Mt.  Vernon  street  is  fifty-four 
feet  above  Tremont  row,  and  to  reach  the  site 
from  any  direction  involves  a  long  and  difficult 
ascent.  It  has  been  urged  in  favor  of  this  site 
that  the  material  of  the  reservoir  can  be  utilized 
in  the  erection  of  the  CourtHouse  and  considerable 
expense  saved  thereby.  This  is  not,  however,  the 
opinion  of  experts  in  such  matters.  The  Commit- 
tee on  County  Buildings  of  1878  (one  of  whom  is 
one  of  our  ablest  builders)  in  a  report  upon  this 
subject  (City  Doc.  28, 1878)  say,  "It  has  been  sug- 
gested in  favor  of  the  present  site  (i.  e.,  the  reser- 
voir lot)  that  the  granite  blocks  of  which  the 
reservoir  is  constructed  might  be  used  in  building 
the  foundations  and  basement  story  of  the  new 
building,  thereby  decreasing  the  cost.  Your  com- 
mittee have  obtained  the  opinion  of  prominent 
builders  and  mechanics,  that  nothing  would  be 
gained  in  this  direction,  as  the  cost  of  removing,re- 
cutting  and  replacing  this  stone  would  be  as  much, 
if  not  more  than  new  stone  would  cost  if  deliv- 
ered at  the  site."  Another  objection  is  that  the 
difference  in  grade  between  Mt. Vernon  street  and 
Deine  street  will  add  considerably  to  the  cost  of 
erecting  a  building  on  this  site. 

The  location  on  the  westerly  side  of  Pemberton 
square  contains  72,350  square  feet  of  land,  which, 
with  the  buildings  and  fixtures  thereon,  was  as- 
sessed in  1879  for  §652,100.  The  easterly  line  on 
Pemberton  square  measures  334.40 feet;  the  south- 
erly line  measures  186.83  feet,  and  the  line  on  Mt. 
Vernon  street  426.02  feet.  This  location  combines 
all  the  requirements  for  a  Court  House  site,  being 
centrally  located,  light  and  airy,  and  secure  from 
the  intrusion  of  noise.  It  is  600  feet  from  the  cen- 
tre of  the  present  Court  House  to  the  centre  of 
this  site. 

The  situation  affords  ample  opportunity  for  the 
erection  of  a  Court  House  which  will  be  an  orna- 
ment to  the  city,  and  is  the  only  location  of  the 
four  which  have  been  considered  where  a  Court 
House  can  be  erected  which  will  combine  all  the 
elements  of  good  planning,  ample  space  and  per- 
fect adaptation  to  the  purpose. 

The  committee  believe  that  this  location  will 
commend  itself  to  a  majority  of  our  citizens, 
especially  those  of  the  legal  profession,  and  that 
it  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  judges  and  court 
officers.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  select  a 
site  which  will  satisfy  every  one  or  which  is  not 
open  to  criticism;  but  it  is  believed  that  of  all  the 
locations  which  have  been  suggested  this  combines 
the  most  advantages  with  the  fewest  objections. 
The  committee,  therefore,  unanimously  recom- 
mend that  this  location  be  selected,  and  submit 
herewith  the  necessary  orders  for  taking  the 
property. 

For  the  committee. 

James  J.  Flynn,  Chairman. 

Accompanying  the  above  was  an  order  (City 
Doc.  69)  taking  land  for  a  Court  House  site  on 
Pemberton  square  and  Somerset  street  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk.  Following  is  a  condensed 
statement  of  the  descriptive  portion  of  the  order, 
showing  the  location,  owners  and  number  of 
square  feet: 

No.  19  Pemberton  square;  Owner — Mary  M. 
Bourne;  square  Feet— 2890. 

No.  18  Pemberton  square,  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee, 
trustee,  2703. 

No.  17  Pemberton  square,  Annie  F.  Richards, 
wife  of  Reuben  A.  Richards,  2696. 

No.  16  Pemberton  square,  Edward  Bangs  and 
David  H.  Hodgkinson,  trustees,  2905. 

No.  15  Pemberton  square,  George  C.  Shattuck, 
2892. 

No.  14  Pemberton  square,  Caroline  M.  Richard- 
son, 2904. 

No.  13  Pemberton  square,  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch 
and  Mary  Lowell  Putnam,  trustees,  2899. 

No.  12  Pemberton   square,  William  Sohier,  2902. 

No.  11  Pemberton  square,  Benjamin  W.  Crown- 
inshield,  trustee,  3049. 

No.  10  Pemberton  square,  Ida  M.  Mason,  2825. 

No.  9  Pemberton  square,  Elizabeth  B.  Bowditch, 
3458. 

Common  passageway  leading  from  Pemberton 
square,  a  person  or  persons  unknown,  613. 

Northerly  end  of  Pemberton  square,  Samuel  W. 
Swett  and  others,  trustees,  4120. 


Common  passageway  leading  from  Somerset 
street,  a  person  or  persons  unknown,  648. 

No.  33  Somerset  street,  Ida  M.  Mason,  2128. 

No.  31  Pemberton  square,  Uriel  H.  Crocker  and 
Charles  A.  Cummings,  trustees,  and  Eunice  M. 
Coolidge,  2161. 

No.  20  Pemberton  square,  Uriel  Crocker,  2098. 

No.  27  Pemberton  square,  Samuel  W.  Swett,  and 
others,  trustees,  4285. 

No.  25  Pemberton  square,  Herman  L.  H.  Hoffen- 
dahl,  trustee,  2004. 

No.  23  Pemberton  square,  Franklin  F.  Patch, 
1903. 

Common  passageway  in  rear  of  No.  23  Somerset 
street,  a  person  or  persons  unknown,  103. 

Common  passageway  leading  from  Somerset 
street  to  Pemberton  square,  a  person  or  persons 
unknown,  1740. 

No.  21  Somerset  street,  James  W.  Kimball, 
1931. 

No.  19  Somerset  street,  John  Bacon,  1941. 

No.  17  Somerset  street,  Charles  S.  Bates  and 
others, 1955. 

No.  15  Somerset  street,  Samuel  Johnson,  execu- 
tor, 3032. 

No.  13  Somerset  street,  Thomas  Lamb,  3037. 

No.  11  Somerset  street,  William  Sohier  and  Hen- 
ry Gr.  Denny,  trustees,  2130. 

No.  9  Somerset  street,  Matilda  S.  Buck,  2205. 

No.  7  Somerset  street,  Edward  H.  Kendall  and 
Annie  F.  Freitag,  2193. 

Total,  72,350. 

Alderman  Breck— Since  1  have  been  in  the  hall 
I  have  been  handed  this  order  and  been  requested 
to  present  it: 

Ordered,  That  the  report  and  orders  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Special  Committee  on  Court  House 
Site,  with  instructions  to  hear  any  persons  inter- 
ested in  the  matter,  or  those  who  may  desire  to 
present  other  suitable  lots  of  land  for  sale. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  hope  that  order  will  not  be 
passed.  The  committee  have  given  this  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  attention,  and  I  believe  every 
member  of  the  Board  is  familiar  with  the  pro- 
posed location.  The  other  locations  have  been 
presented  in  the  form  of  plans,  so  that  members 
can  decide  for  themselves. 

Alderman  Breck — I  offered  the  order  simply  be- 
cause I  have  been  requested  to  do  so,  not  that  I 
differ  with  the  committee.  I  am  on  that  commit- 
tee and  agree  with  them.  I  believe  their  decision 
was  unanimous:  but- 1  could  not  refuse  to  offer  the 
order.  The  party  desiring  it  offered  wished  that 
a  hearing  should  be  had  in  regard  to  a  site  near 
the  one  selected.  He  said  that  if  this  order  was 
passed  he  would  send  in  a  list  of  names  as  peti- 
tioners. 

Alderman  Flynn— Is  it  a  site  which  the  commit- 
tee have  already  examined? 

Alderman  Breck— It  is  a  site  that  the  commit- 
tee have  not  reported  upon.  The  site  was  exam- 
ined two  years  ago,  and  includes  the  Methodist 
church  on  the  corner  of  Beacon  and  Somerset 
streets  and  the  Baptist  church  and  chapel.  The 
original  plan  contained  about  27,000  feet,  and 
with  the  additions  suggested  it  will  make  it  up  to 
47,000. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  hope  the  order  offered  by 
the  gentleman  on  my  Tight  will  pass.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  vote  today,  and  am  ready  to  receive 
more  light  on  this  subject.  We  should  give 
due  consideration  to  this  very  important 
matter,  for  it  involves  a  very  great  ex- 
penditure of  money.  If  any  light  can  be 
obtained  we  should  have  it.  While  the 
location  recommended  is  very  desirable,  and  will 
make  a  great  deal  of  show,  and  there  is  a  chance 
for  the  architect  to  put  up  a  very  handsome 
building,  still  I  don't  know  that,  it  is  the  object 
of  the  county  of  Suffolk  to  erect  ornamental 
buildings.  Our  object  is  to  accommodate  the 
courts,  and  we  should  consider  the  expense.  We 
are  to  give  all  the  needful  accommodations,  but 
are  to  spend  the  money  judiciously.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve with  this  committee  that  the  stone  could  be 
hauled  from  Quincy  or  some  other  point  at  a  less 
cost  than  we  can  use  that  on  the  reservoir  site. 
I  don't  know  but  that  site  can  be  utilized. 
I  think  the  gentlemen  connected  with  this  Board 
are  of  the  same  opinion.  I  think  I  have  hoard 
some  of  them  say  that  there  was  a  use  for  the 
stone  in  the  reservoir;  but  while  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  give  any  opinion  in'regard.tothis,  I  hope 
the  order  will  be  passed,  and  that  gentlemen  will 
have  a  chance  to  present  before  this  committee 
any  and  all  sites  they  propose. 
Alderman  O'Brien— I  feel  very  much   gratified 
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and  encouraged  by  the  remarks  of  the  Alderman. 
The  Massachusetts  Legislature  have  placed  most 
extraordinary  powers  in  the  hands  of  this  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  this  committee  have  brought 
in  orders  which  will  destroy,  even  at  a  low  valua- 
tion, property  amounting  to  $050,000.  I  say  we 
ought  to  give  this  matter  the  fullest  investiga- 
tion. We  should  not  act  hastily.  We  are  here 
without  a  full  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  a  mere 
majority,  six  members,  could  force  a  debt  of  over 
three  million  dollars  upon  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
believe  this  order  ought  to  pass,  and  that  we 
ought  to  give  a  full  and  fair  hearing  to  every- 
body who  has  anything  to  say  on  this  subject, 
because  it  concerns  every  citizen  and  taxpayer. 
If  the  gentleman  had  not  offered  an  or- 
der of  this  kind,  I  was  prepared  to 
offer  a  substitute  for  the  order  proposed 
by  the  committee.  That  substitute,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, would  be  to  take  the  reservoir  site  for 
a  Court  House,  that  unproductive  property  now 
lying  idle,  with  the  seven  adjoining  buildings  on 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  destroying  comparatively  lit- 
tle taxable  property.  Now,  when  we  are  running 
close  upon  the  limit  of  our  indebtedness,  when  we 
are  compelled  to  tax  the  citizens  of  Boston  $16  a 
thousand  this  year,  I  say  it  is  a  matter  for  the 
consideration  of  this  Board,  that  they  should 
place  their  Court  House  where  it  will  cost  the 
least  money,  and  that  is  on  the  finest  location  in 
the  city,  less  than  a  thousand  feet  from  the  lot 
recommended  by  the  committee.  If  the  members 
of  this  Board  want  to  save  two  millions  of  dollars 
to  the  city,  they  will  reject  the  orders  the  com- 
mittee have  brought  before  us;  but  before  they 
are  acted  upon  I  hope  the  committee  will  give  a 
hearing  to  all  parties  interested,  and  I  believe 
that  the  parties  most  interested  are  the  taxpayers 
of  this  city. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  think  the  order  a  very  wise 
and  proper  one,  and  should  be  passed.  I  do  not 
wish  to  make  any  comments  upon  the  Court 
House  question,  except  to  hope  that  we  shall  have 
a  fair  hearing  of  all  parties.  If  there  is  anything 
to  be  offered  in  the  interests  of  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston,  let  us  have  it. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass, 
but  that  the  Board  will  take  action  on  this  matter 
this  afternoon.  What  is  proposed  by  this  order  ? 
This  is  a  proposition  which  the  committee  have 
had  before  them.  It  is  to  take  47,000  square  feet 
at  an  assessed  valuation  of  $517,000— not  more 
than  half  land  enough  for  a  Court  House.  The 
committee  considered  this  site.  They  knew  it 
was  impossible  to  take  that  or  the  adjoining  sites 
for  less  than  $1,200,000.  The  committee  would  not 
think  of  it  for  a  moment,  when  we  can  buy  this 
lot  near  by  for  a  little  more  than  the  assessed 
valuation  of  $652,000. 

Alderman  O'Brien— What  assurance  has  he  that 
it  can  be  bought  for  that? 

Alderman  Flynn— I  don't  know  that  we  can  buy 
it  for  that,  but  we  can  take  it  at  the  assessed  val- 
uation. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Can  you  buy  it  for  twice 
that  amount? 

Alderman  Flynn — Yes.  I  think  we  put  it  high 
when  we  place  it  at  that  point.  I  think  the  com- 
mittee put  it  too  high  from  their  standpoint. 

Alderman  Tucker— If  the  order  offered  enter- 
tains the  project  of  bringing  forward  the  same 
property  that  the  Alderman  is  speaking  of  now, 
which  he  says  is  totally  inadequate  and  unfit  for 
a  Court  House,  what  objection  is  there  to  its  be- 
ing heard,  that  a  full  Board  may  understand  it? 

Alderman  Flynn — What  use  is  there  in  sending 
it  to  the  committee  when  they  have  considered 
the  matter  already?  They  did  not  tnink  it  a 
proper  place  for  a  site.  We  have  presented  a 
unanimous  report  from  a  committee  of  five  mem- 
bers. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  think  no  allusion  is  made 
in  the  report  to  the  site. 

Alderman  Flynn— No,  sir,  because  they  did  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  consider  it.  They  thouarht 
the  price  too  high  and  the  land  insufficient.  The 
Alderman  might  ask,  Do  you  think  it  can  be 
bought  for  that  price?  I  should  say,  No,  sir,  I 
do  not  think  it  can  be  bought  for  the  assessed 
valuation.  The  committee  think  that  some  addi- 
tional price  will  be  put  upon  the  houses  on  the 
site  proposed,  and  they  do  not  expect  to  get  it  for 
exactly  $650,000.  But  they  believe  they  can  get 
the  whole  estate  for  less  than  $900,000. 

Alderman  O'Brien— This  is  the  most  extraordi- 
nary proceeding  that  has  ever  taken  place  in  City 
Hall.  The  other  day  a  remonstrance  was  sent  to 
us   about   the    removal    of   an    almshouse   from 


Charlestown  and  we  gave  them  a  respectful  hear- 
ing. But  here  is  a  committee  appointed  to  locate 
a  Court  House  that  will  cost  "three  millions  of 
dollars  and  we  refuse  to  give  our  taxpayers  a  re- 
spectful hearing.  The  members  of  this  Board 
outside  of  the  committee  know  nothing  of  their 
doings.  If  they  have  a  hearing  and  call  upon  the 
taxpayers  to  remonstrate  or  approve  the  location, 
then  we  can  get  some  idea  of  what  the  taxpayers 
want.  But  this  has  been  a  close  committee.  We 
know  nothing  about  their  doings  until  an  ordei 
is  introduced  here  taking  property  that  will  nut 
a  debt  of  three  millions  of  dollars  upon  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  say  we  ought  to  give  the  taxpayers 
a  respectful  hearing  and  the  committee  should 
be  so  instructed.  If  I  understood  the  Alderman 
aright,  he  is  going  to  force  this  order  through  to- 
day without  any  consideration  whatever.  1  hope 
this  order  for  a  hearing  will  pass,  and  that  every 
taxpayer  may  have  an  opportunity  to  appear  be- 
fore the  committee  and  be  heard.  Then  the  other 
Aldermen  not  on  the  committee  can  form  some 
idea  of  what  the  wishes  of  our  citizens  and  tax- 
payers are. 

Alderman  Flynn— The  Alderman  lays  a  great 
deal  of  stress  on  this  order.  He  forgets  to  men- 
tion that  last  week  an  order  came  in  asking  for 
$950,000  for  parks,  but  the  public  were  not  allowed 
to  have  a  hearing  on  that  question.  That  was 
forced  through  the  Board  and  sent  to  the  Finance 
Committee  without  a  hearing,  and  my  friend  on 
my  right  has  given  notice  of  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider. Here  is  an  order  which  it  is  imperative  on 
this  Board  to  pass.  The  Legislature  says  it  must  be 
done.  It  must  be  done  before  the  last  day  of  Deceni- 
ber,or  the  Supreme  Court  come  in  and  do  it  for  you. 
Now,  the  committee  thought  that  as  we  are  pretty 
near  the  limit  of  our  indebtedness  they  had  bet- 
ter put  this  matter  in  this  year  and  let  the  parks 
go  to  some  future  time. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  will  never  be  a  party  to  a 
motion  to  force  parks  or  any  other  question  upon 
the  people  without  a  fair  hearing.  If  the  Alder- 
men know  anything  about  parks  they  know  that 
they  have  been  petitioned  for  by  thousands  of 
taxpayers  representing  millions  of  property.  It 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners by  the  very  men  whom  we  want  to  see 
here  on  this  Court  House  matter.  We  gave  them 
a  hearing  and  the  subject  was  referred  to  the 
next  City  Government  for  their  consideration. 
The  Committee  on  Parks  have  been  working  at 
that  matter  ever  since  the  new  City  Government 
came  in,  but  not  one  of  the  committee 
is  obliged  to  vote  for  the  appropriation  when 
it  comes  from  the  Finance  Committee.  It  is 
merely  referred  to  them  for  information.  I  have 
a  pe.fect  right  to  vote  against  it  if  it  does  not 
correspond  with  my  notions  of  what  it  ought  to 
be.  But  the  subject  came  before  us  by  the  peti- 
tions of  thousands  of  the  largest  taxpayers  of 
Boston,  and  that  is  precisely  what  I  want  this 
Committee  on  the  New  Court  House  to  do— notify 
these  large  taxpayers  and  see  what  they  have 
to  say. 

Alderman  Woolley — That  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  I  wanted  this  matter  recommitted.  It  is  to 
have  more  light  on  the  subject.  If  there  is  any 
more  desirable  site  to  be  utilized,  which  will  cost 
less  money,  I  want  time  to  examine  into  it.  The 
Alderman  opposite  seems  to  know  all  about  this 
site.  I  do  not.  If  the  committee  know  about 
it  and  have  not  given  the  parties  a  chance  to 
appear,  they  should  certainly  have  that  right, 
and  I  hope  the  order  offered  will  pass,  in  or- 
der that  we  may  get  more  light  on  this  subject, 
and  have  all  the  information  we  need.  As  the 
Alderman  has  said,  we  have  until  December  to 
decide  about  this  matter,  and  nothing  will  be 
done  until  we  decide.  The  City  Architect  cannot 
commence  his  plans  until  we  mane  a  decision  as 
to  the  site.  I  cannot  understand  why  we  should 
decide  upon  it  today. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  ask  whether  other 
people  cannot  come  in  aud  ask  for  a  hearing  upon 
other  locations.  If  you  are  to  give  a  hearing  at 
all,  it  should  be  to  parties  interested  all  over  the 
city.  Why  should  these  parties  who  own  lots  on 
Ashburton,  Bowdoin,  Beacon  and  Somerset 
streets  have  a  right  to  come  before  the  commit- 
tee, and  no  others?  In  the  first  place,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Architect  that  it  would  re- 
quire 70,000  feet  of  land  to  put  this  Court  House 
on.  This  lot  contains  only  47,000  feet,  aud  the 
committee  did  not  consider  there  was  land 
enough,  That  is  the  reason,  and  the  only  reason, 
the  committee  did  not  hear  those  parties. 

Alderman  Tucker— Has  any  order  been  passed 


26-4 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


authorizing'  the  City  Architect  to  make  a  plan  ? 
I  should  like  to  know  if  we  have  got  to  buy  land 
enough  to  meet  his  plan  ? 

Alderman  Flynn— No  sir.  But  there  are  so 
many  courts  to  accommodate,  and  he  knows  the 
room  it  will  require. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Does  the  Alderman  know 
liow  many  feet  of  land  the  present  Court  House 
occupies  ? 

Alderman  Flynn— Xo,  sir. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  can  tell  him;  about  12,000 
feet.  If  he  will  go  into  that  Court  House  he  will 
see  that  there  is  not  so  much  business  as  there 
has  been  before. 

Alderman  Flynn— Does  the  Alderman  know 
how  many  courts  there  are  held  outside  of  that 
Court  House  ? 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  know  there  are  many 
municipal  courts  outside,  but  does  he  intend 
to  abolish  them  ? 

Alderman  Flynn — I  am  not  speaking  about  the 
municipal  courts,  but  the  court  rooms  hired  out- 
side— the  Second  and  Third  Sessions,  which  can- 
not be  held  in  that  Court  House. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  was  notiu  favor  of  recom- 
mitting in  order  to  hear  about  any  particular 
site.  If  anybody  has  a  site  for  a  Court  House  I 
want  themto  have  a  hearing.  This  order  does 
not  restrict  them  in  regard  to  any  particular  lot. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  understood  the  gentleman 
who  offered  the  order  to  say  it  was  handed  him 
by  parties  interested  in  this  site  on  Somerset 
street. 

Alderman  Breck— I  cannot  say  whether  the  per- 
son who  handed  me  the  order  was  interested  in  it 
or  not,  but  I  understood  him  to  say  he  was  re- 
quested to  hand  it  to  me  by  persons  interested  in 
it. 

Alderman  Flynn— That  is  the  way  I  understood 
it. 

Alderman  Breck— The  committee  have  consid- 
ered quite  a  number  of  sites,  but  have  not  been 
requested  to  give  a  hearing.  I  did  not  suppose 
the  order  was  going  to  make  this  discussion.  Al- 
though I  aid  not  propose  to  vote  for  it,  still  I 
think  it  can  do  no  harm.  We  may  look  at  other 
sites,  but  I  do  not  think  we  shall  find  any  better 
than  the  one  proposed. 

Alderman  Slade— This  tjourt  House  matter  has 
been  before  the  Board  several  years,  and  I  have 
been  on  the  committee  every  year.  They  have  ad- 
vertised aud  given  hearings.  We  have  examined 
every  site  in  the  vicinity  and  every  time  the  com- 
mittee have  come  back  to  Femberton  square  as 
the  best.  I  believe  the  public  demand  some  re- 
lief in  regard  to  the  Court  House.  I  believe  some 
of  the  Aldermen  desire  that  the  reservoir  site 
should  be  taken.  That  has  been  looked  over 
every  year  and  abandoned  every  time.  It  is  too 
far  from  business.  It  carries  the  judges,  lawyers, 
jurors  and  witnesses  on  top  of  a  hill  that  is  diffi- 
cult to  climb  at  most  seasons  of  the  year,  and  very 
slippery  in  winttr,  when  it  is  the  worst  place  to 
get  to  in  Boston.  The  committee  have  endeav- 
ored to  get  the  cheapest  piece  of  property  that 
will  satisfy  the  people.  That  was  the  con- 
clusion come  to  two  years  ago.  This  matter 
has  been  carefully  considered  from  that  time  to 
this  by  the  judges  and  more  or  less  by  all  the 
people  interested  in  it,  and  it  has  finally  settled 
down  to  the  conclusion  that  this  is  an  eligible 
place,  that  can  be  purchased  as  cheaply  as  any 
in  this  vicinly  for  a  Court  House.  We  cannot  get 
anybody  to  give  us  the  land,  Some  leases  will  be 
hard  to  get."  That  is  a  matter  you  have  got  to 
look  at.  The  moment  you  touch  a  piece  of  land 
for  the  use  of  the  city  it  immediately  rises  in 
value.  If  the  Board  desire  to  print  this  report 
and  consider  it,  I  have  no  right  to  object.  But 
vou  cannot  do  anything  with  the  reservoir  lot  un- 
til the  stone  is  removed.  There  is  an  acre  of 
stone  nearly  100  feet  high.  Nearly  all  of  it  must 
be  got  out  of  the  way  before  you  begin  to  build. 
If  the  stone  could  be  got  away  then  it  would  be 
an  eligible  place  for  residences  if  we  could  get  at 
it.  If  we  go  to  Pemberton  square  and  begin  on 
one  end,  it  would  be  four  or  five  years 
before  we  got  to  the  other  end,  and 
then  many  of  the  leases  would  be  run  out.  I 
want  everybody  to  lay  aside  prejudice  and  come 
to  this  question  of  building  the  Coirt  House  and 
what  it  is  best  to  do  for  all  time.  I  don't  con- 
sider parks  at  all.  We  have  got  to  do  something 
with  this  matter  this  year,  and  if  we  don't  the 
courts  will  settle  it  themselves.  I  know  what  this 
order  for  a  hearing  means,  but  that  is  neither 
here  nor  there.  I  don't  want  anybody  to  think 
we    have    stifled  investigation.    Every  man  has 


made  up  his  mind  where  the  Court  House  ought  to 
be.  I  have  consulted  with  a  great  many  people, 
and  when  you  sum  it  up,  nine  out  of  ten  come 
down  to  Pemberton  square  as  the  proper  place. 

Alderman  O'Brien— f  was  not  aware  I  had  given 
any  reasons  for  the  reservoir  site,  but  I  intend  to 
do  so  when  the  matter  comes  up  for  action.  I 
acknowledge  the  intelligence  of  members  of  the 
present  Board,  but  when  I  take  up  the  list  of 
members  of  the  Board  of  1872,  I  find  such  men  as 
Moses  Fairbanks,  George  D.  Ricker,  William 
Woolley,  Samuel  Little,  Sidney  Squires,  William 
Say  ward,  Stephen  N.  Stackpole,  John  Taylor 
Clark,  William  C.  Poland,  James  Power  and  Leon- 
ard R.  Cutter.  These  gentlemen  went  over  pre- 
cisely the  same  ground  that  the  committee  of 
this  Board  have  gone  over,  and  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  fire  in  1872  the  Court  House  would  have 
been  located  on  the  reservoir  lot,  as  I  have  it 
from  one  of  the  members  of  that  board,  Mr.  Cut- 
ter, now  in  the  Water  Boaid,  and  from  Mr.  John 
T.  Clark,  that  they  would  have  located  the  Court 
House  on  the  reservoir  lot  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  fire.  I  would  not  have  alluded  to 
the  members  of  the  present  and  recent  boards. 
The  City  Government  in  1872  did  not  repudiate 
the  reservoir  lot.  But  I  don't  think  discussion 
on  this  question  ought  to  be  forced.  When  the 
question  comes  I  intend  to  give  good  reasons  for 
taking  the  reservoir  lot. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  heard  the  gentleman  was 
prepared  for  this  discussion  this  afternoon,  and 
have  understood  he  has  had  in  his  pocket  for  the 
last  three  weeks  a  substitute  order  for  any  which 
this  cr. mmittee  might  bfcjng  in.  He  cannot  say 
he  is  not  prepared  to  discuss  it.  Now  the  gentle- 
man speaks  in  relation  to  Mr.  John  Taylor  Clark. 
Only  last  Saturday  I  spoke  with  him  about  it, 
stating  what  the  committee  were  going  to  report, 
and  he  said  immediately  it  was  one  of  the  best 
sites  in  Boston,  and  the  Court  House  ought  to 
have  been  located  there  years  ago.  That 
is  the  gentleman  whom  the  Alderman 
cites  as  a  man  of  great  foresight  and 
thought.  If  the  people  did  not  want  the 
Court  House  located  on  the  site  proposed  by  the 
committee,  remonstrances  would  have  poured  in 
by  thousands.  This  site  has  been  talked  of  for 
at  least  a  month,  and  everybody  knew  a  majority 
of  the  committee  had  made  up  their  minds  what 
was  to  be  reported. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  gentleman  is  mistaken 
about  my  having  an  order  in  my  pocket.  When 
it  was  announced  a  week  or  two  ago  what  the 
report  was  to  be,  I  asked  Mr.  Lee  to  prepare  an 
order  for  a  substitute  in  favor  of  the  reservoir 
lot,  and  he  handed  it  to  me  just  before  this  ses- 
sion began.  I  knew  nothing  about  the  order  pre- 
sented by  the  Alderman  on  my  right  until  he 
told  me  it  was  handed  to  him  by  a  distinguished 
citizen.  We  ought  to  give  a  hearing  and  get  all 
the  intelligence  we  can. 

Alderman  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  offered  by  Alderman  Breck,  to  recom- 
mit with  instructions  to  give  a  hearing,  was 
passed — yeas  7,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  O'Brien,  Tucker,  Viles, 
Walbridge,  Whitten,  Woolley— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Caton,  Flynn,  Slade,  Thorn- 
dike— 4. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
John  Egan,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injur- 
ies caused  by  collision  with  a  hook  and  ladder 
carriage;  Samuel  Pillsbury,  to  be  compensated  for 
injuries  sustained  by  his  wife  while  crossing  the 
Common  in  February,  1879;  Thomas  Lally,  to  be 
compensated  for  loss  of  his  child,  killed  by  colli- 
sion with  a  hook  and  ladder  carriage.  Severally 
accepted.    Sent  down. 

POLICE    DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  : 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  re- 
quested to  report  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance 
relating  to  the  Police  Department,  to  establish 
the  office  of  property  clerk,  and  also  to  define  the 
duties  of  the  first  officer  and  deckhands  upon  the 
police  steamboat,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- ' 
lowing  ordinances: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  Ordinance  defining  the  Powers   and 

Duties  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  of- 

the  City  of  Boston. 
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Be  it  ordained,  etc., 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  denning  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 
of  the  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  amended  asjfol- 
lows: 

First — In  section  1,  before  the  item  of  "611 
patrolmen,"  insert  the.  words  "one  property 
clerk,  who  shall  be  selected  from  the  sergeants  in 
the  regular  force,  and  who  shall  perform  such 
duties  as  shall  be  annexed  to  such  office  of  prop- 
erty clerk  by  statute  or  by  the  rules  of  the  depart- 
ment." 

Second— Strike  out  "Gil"  before  the  word  "pa- 
trolmen," and  insert  "six  hundred  and  fourteen." 

Third— Strike  out  "1  First  officer  of  Police 
Steambuat"  and  "2  Deck-hands  of  Police  Steam- 
boat." 

Sect.  2.  In  section  two,  strike  out  in  line  two 
the  words  "the  public  money"  and  insert  the 
words  "any  money  or  other  property." 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  Ordinance  to  establish  the  Salaries 

of  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Police  Force. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc., 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  to  establish  the  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  police 
force  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  sections 
10  and  11,  and  substituting  the  following: 

Section  10.  The  salaries  of  the  clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners,  of  the  clerk  to 
the  Superintendent  and  of  the  property  clerk, 
shall  be  respectively  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per 
annum. 

Sections  12  and  13  shall  be  renumbered  as  sec- 
tions 11  and  12. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Publie 
Grounds: 

Report  on  petition  of  Paul  H.  Kendricken  etal., 
that  they  do  not  consider  it  expedient  to  erect  a 
new  fence  around  Orchard  park,  and  that  they 
have  under  consideration  a  different  plan  for  im- 
proving the  same,  and  recommend  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  the  order  to  have  Madison  square 
put  in  suitable  condition,  that  the  ordinary  care 
bestowed  upon  this  portion  of  the  public  grounds 
of  the  city  is  sufficient  to  properly  maintain  it, 
and  that  no  further  action  is  necessary.  Accepted. 
Sent  down. 

Report  on  petition  of  John  P.  Barnard  and 
others  in  regard  to  enlarging  Winthrop  square, 
Charlestown— That  it  is  inexpedient  to  enlarge 
the  square  in  the  manner  proposed  (by  taking  ad- 
joining land  now  laid  out  as  a  public  highway), 
and  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  remove  the  fences  enclosing 
certain  of  the  smaller  public  grounds  of  the 
city,  in  cases  where  the  committee  believe  it 
would  be  advisable,  in  order  to  avoid  the  ex- 
pense of  renewing  or  repairing  said  fences;  the 
expense  incurred  thereby  to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appropriation  for  Fences,  and  all  revenue 
derived  from  the  sale  of  old  material  to  be  paid 
over  to  the  City  Collector  as  income  from  the  de- 
partment.   Passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  further 
action  in  regard  to  enlarging  and  otherwise  im- 
proving the  enclosure  on  Maverick  square,  as  it 
cannot  be  done  without  taking  a  portion  of  the 
adjoining  streets,  which  they  do  not  think  is  de- 
sirable. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  in  regard  to 
petition  of  D.  H.  Blaney  and  others  that  Prescott 
square  be  laid  out  as  a  public  park,  as  it  is  already 
a  park. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

TREES  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Fljnn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  Lewis  G.  Pray  and  Einil  Heiden- 
reich  have  leave  to  remove  certain  trees  at  their 
own  expense.    Accepted. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn,  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  or- 
ders to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  oc- 


casioned by  laying  out  streets  as  follows :  Will- 
iam Minot  and  William  Minot,  Jr.,  trustees, 
§9955,  widening  of  Essex  street  at  the  corner  of 
South  street;  heirs  of  D.  N.  Skillings,  §10,000,  ex- 
tension of  Newbury  street;  trustees  of  Consump- 
tives' Home,  $791,  relocation  of  Blue  Hill  avenue; 
P.  A.  Collins,  $11,400,  widening  of  South  street; 
same,  $5400,  extension  of  Essex  street;  J.  P. 
Healy,  A.  N.  Whiting  and  J.  F.  Fuller,  trustees, 
$1447.50,  widening  of  Lincoln  street.  Severally 
passed. 

INDEX  OF    ATTACHMENTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  said  he  had  been  requested  to 
offer  the  following,  which  did  not  originate  with 
him: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts be  authorized  to  make  such  arrangements 
with  the  Register  of  Deeds  as  may  seem  to  them 
expedient  for  a  list  of  outstanding  attachments 
from  1860  to  1880,  classified  according  to  Christian 
and  surnames;  the  expense  not  exceeding  $1500, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County 
of  Suffolk. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Accounts 

TAX     DODGERS. 

Alderman  Tucker  said  he  had  been  requested 
by  a  heavy  taxpayer  to  offer  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  to  the  City  Council  a  list  of 
the  names  and  residences  of  persons  taxable 
in  Boston  who  have  moved  from  the  city  prior 
to  the  first  of  May,  1880,  to  avoid  taxation  in  Bos- 
ton, together  with  the  amount  of  property  in  each 
case  lost  to  the  city  for  the  purposes  of  taxation, 
by  such  action  of  the  owners. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

LEASES  OWNED  BY   THE  CITY. 

The  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  of  the 
leases  owned  by  the  city  (City  Doc.  70),  May  1, 
1880,  was  received  and  sent  down.  Following  is 
the  summary: 

Departments.  Annual  rates. 

Widening  streets..  §1,600  00 

Armories 200.00 

Bridges 1,525.00 

Fire  Department 1 ,404.00 

Markets 86,24744 

Public  Building  Department 23,300.00 

Publie  Land  Department 8,882  00 

Fort  Hill  wharf 1,800,00 

Total g!24  958.44 

RECAPITULATION   OF  MARKET  LEASES. 
Rents  from  stalls  and   cellars  in    Faneuil 

Hall  Market,  under  Quincy  Ball ,$65,911.24 

Bents  from  stalls  and  cellars  under  Faueull 

Hall 18,211.20 

Rents  from  outside  stands 1,725.00 

"  "      public  scales 400.00 

Total S86.247.44 


STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board 

Rep  -  its  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
dition8 to  occupy  stables  by  Richard  Fawcett,  382 
Maverick  street;  C.  M.  Bugbee,  on  Commercial 
street,  Ward  24;  Daniel  Havey  (addition),  188  Pyn- 
chon  street,  Ward  21.    Severally  accepted. 

TELEPHONIC     COMMUNICATION    FOR     HEALTH     DE- 
PARTMENT. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Health  be 
authorized  to  connect  by  telephone  his  office  in 
Pemberton  square  with  the  several  yards  of  the 
Health  Department  in  the  city  proper  and  Boston 
Highlands;  and  for  that  purpose  said  Superin- 
tendent of  Health  is  hereby  authorized  to  place 
wires  upon  the  poles  of  the  Fire  Alarm  and  Police 
Department  when  desirable  so  to  do,  with  the  ap- 
proval and  in  accordance  with  such  regulations 
as  said  department  may  prescribe;  the  cost  of 
said  work  not  to  exceed  $425,  to  be  charged  to  the 
Appropriation  for  Health. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  to  build  sewers  in  Downer  avenue, 
Dorchester,  from  Pleasant  street  280  feet  west- 
wardly;  in  Sunderland  street,  Roxburyjin  Linden 
street',  Dorchester,  between  Adams'  street  and 
Dorchester  avenue.    Passed. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of  con 
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s  true  ting  sewers  in  Washington  street,  between 
Ruggles  and  Eustis;  Camden  street,  west  from 
Tremont;  Downer  street,  Roxbury,  and  in  Tre- 
mont  street  from  Downer  street  to  the  sewer  in 
Brookline;  in  Forest  Hills  street,  West  Koxbury, 
from  estate  of  A.  D.  Weld,  Jr.,  to  estate  of  F.  A. 
Peters;  in  Adams  street,  Dorchester,  between 
Park  and  Lincoln,  and  in  Lincoln  street;  in  Pleas- 
ant street,  Dorchester,  between  Thornley  and 
Pond  streets;  in  Elmore  street,  Roxbury,  and  in 
Walnut  street,  between  Dale  and  Elmore;  in  Com- 
mercial street,  Dorchester,  between  Shamrock 
and  Linden  streets,  and  in  Linden  street,  between 
Commercial  street  and  Dorchester  avenue. 
Passed. 

_  Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  E. 
H.  Williams  and  John  D.  Brya-t,  trustees  for 
abatement  of  bills  for  sewer  in  Pond  and  Centre 
streets.    Accepted. 

DRAINAGE    OF     MUDDY    RIVER. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following: 

Boston,  May  10,  1880. 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen— The  city  of  Boston 
has  for  some  years  felt  the  necessity  for  an  out- 
let for  its  sewerage  in  the  valley  of  Muddy  Riv- 
er; and,  for  lack  of  any  main  sewer  along  this 
valley  has  discharged  its  sewerage  into  the  river 
itself.  Two  years  ago  the  town  of  Brookline  com- 
pleted a  main  sewer  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  present  negotiations 
have  been  going  on  between  the  officers  of  the  two 
corporations  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  Boston 
could  use  this  main  sewer.  The  town  of  Brookline 
has  at  last  agreed  that  if  Boston  will  pay  such 
proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  sewer  as  the  area 
which  Boston  bears  to  the  whole  area  naturally 
draining  to  the  sewer,  with  six  per  cent,  interest 
from  January,  1868,  that  the  sewers  from  the  city 
may  be  connected  with  that  of  the  town.  The 
sum  required  under  this  arrangement  for  all  the 
drainage  needed  at  present  is  $3258.41,  which  pro- 
vides for  Longwood  and  the  district  about  Dow- 
ner street.  An  order  for  that  amount  is  annexed. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

"W.  H.  Bradley, 

Supt.  of  Sewers. 

Alderman  "Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  town  of 
Brookline  the  sum  of  §3258.41  for  the  perpetual 
right  of  discharging  into  the  main  sewer  in  said 
town  from  the  sewers  of  the  city  of  Boston  in 
Downer  street  and  Francis  street;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Sewers. 

Alderman  Viles— That  matter  has  been  before 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  and  the  Superintend- 
ent and  the  town  of  Brookline  for  the  past  two 
years.  There  is  a  section  of  Boston  in  the  vicinity 
of  Brookline  where  there  is  no  chance  for  drain- 
age. Two  years  ago  the  town  of  Brookline  con- 
structed a  main  sewer  to  tide-water  at  a  cost  of 
$131,000.  The  Board  of  Health  have  frequently 
complained  of  this  section,  and  everything  that 
drains  into  it  goes  into  the  park.  It  would  cost 
the  city  $200,000  to  construct  a  sewer,  and  after 
consultation  it  was  thought  desirable  to  pay  so 
much  per  acre  for  the  privilege  of  draining  into 
this  sewer. 

The  order  was  passed. 

SPECIAL  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  the  meet- 
ings of  the  legal  voters  of  this  city  at  the  several 
polling  places  within  the  voting  precincts  of  the 
wards  in  which  they  respectively  reside,  on  Satur- 
day, the  fifth  day  of  June  next  at  seven  o'clock 
A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  votes  for 
one  inhabitant  of  this  city,  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  in  the  place  of  George  E. 
Bell,  deceased;  also,  to  notify  the  voters  in  Ward 
3,  at  the  same  time  and  on  the  same  ballot,  to 
bring  in  their  votes  for  one  able  and  discreet 
person,  a  legal  voter  and  inhabitant  of  said 
ward,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  in 
the  place  of  Benjamin  Brintnall,  resigned;  also, 
to  notify  the  legal  voters  of  Ward  10,  at  the  same 
time,  and  on  the  same  ballot,  to  bring  in  their 
votes  for  one  able  and  discreet  person,  a  legal 
voter  and  inhabitant  of  said  ward,  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council  in  the  place  of 
Joseph  Healy,  deceased.  The  polls  to  be  kept 
open  until  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  polling  places, 
selected  May  6  and  7,  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee on  that  department  on  the  part  of  this 


Board,  be  approved  for  the  purposes  of  the 
ensuing  election,  and  until  otherwise  ordered, 
viz.: 

Ward  4.    Precinct  3,  573  Main  street. 

Ward  7.    Precinct  4,  16  South  Margin  street. 

"Ward  8.  Precinct  2,  66  Poplar  street,  corner 
Spring  street. 

Ward  11.  Precinct  1,  Marlborough  street,  near 
Exeter  street. 

Passed. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  Ancient 
and  Honorable  artillery  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall, 
June  7,  for  celebration  of  their  anniversary;  and 
Otis  Munroe  and  fifty  others  for  use  of  said  hall, 
Sept.  8,  for  Firemen's  Veteran  Association.  Ac- 
cepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  Atherton  T. 
Brown,  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue  and  Fairland  street; 
Joanna  Smith,  117  and  119  West  Sixth  street;  Mar- 
tin Brimmer,  on  Atlantic  avenue;  O.  M.  "Went- 
worth,  182  Commonwealth  avenue;  S.  &  J.  W. 
Shapleigh,  258  and  260  Commonwealth  avenue;  B. 
J.  Connoly,-  Hingham  and  Middlesex  streets.  Or- 
ders passed. 

Order  to  pay  Mary  McCarthy  $650  tor  grade 
damages  at  corner  of  Ward  and  Hallock  street. 
Passed. 

Reports  granting  leave  to  John  Quirk  and  Will- 
iam R.  Cavanaoh  to  move  certain  wooden  build- 
ings.   Accepted. 

Order  granting  permission  to  D.  H.  Jacobs  & 
Sou,  to  close  Renfrew  street  against  public  travel 
while  shoring  up  and  supporting  the  unsafe  build- 
ing on  Renfrew  street,  corner  of  Harrison  avenue. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Company  to  construct  a 
tunnel  four  feet  in  diameter  under  and  across 
"Webster  street,  East  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  through  said  tunnel  steam,  water  and 
other  pipes  necessary  for  the  proper  operations  of 
said  sugar  refinery,  provided  that  said  company 
shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving  harmless 
said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses,  for  or  on  account  of  or  in  any 
way  growing  out  of  the  constiucting  or  main- 
taining of  said  tunnel  under  said  street.  Also 
upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  remeve 
said  tunnel  when  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  restore  said  street  into  as  good 
condition  as  it  was  in  before  said  tunnel  was  con- 
structed.   Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pave  Sumner  street,  East  Boston, 
from  the  North  Ferry  avenue  to  the  Eastern  Rail- 
road crossing,  with  small  granite  blocks,  estimat- 
ed cost  $18,500;  to  pave  Chelsea  street,  Charles- 
town,  between  Foss  and  Adams  streets, with  small 
granite  blocks,  estimated  cost  $3500;  to  pave 
Main  street,  Charlestown,  from  Auburn  street  to 
Lowell  Railroad  crossing,  with  small  granite 
blocks,  estimated  cost  $22,000;  to  underdrain  and 
macadamize  Neponset  avenue  from  Mill  to  Com- 
mercial street,  estimated  cost  $9000;  to 
grade  and  gravel  Greenwich  street  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  Commercial  street, 
estimated  cost  $3500;  to  set  edgestones 
and  pave  gutters  on  northerly  side  of  Beacon 
street,  between  West  Chester  park  and  Brighton 
avenue,  estimated  cost  $4000;  to  pay  E.  Mc- 
Guckian  $1600  for  grade  damages  on  Ward  street. 
Severally  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  a  hearing  on  Monday, 
May  31,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  to  connect  their  tracks  on 
Emerson  street  with  the  track  on  East  Broadway. 
Passed. 

Orders  to  grade  and  gravel  Dickens  street  from 
Adams  street  to  Clayton  street,  estimated  cost 
$3000;  to  grade  River  street  between  the  Liver- 
sage  estate  and  Blue  Hill  avenue,  etc.,  estimated 
cost  $10,000;  to  sprinkle  Adams  and  Albany 
streets  and  Longwood  avenue  in  conjunction 
with  the  abutters;  to  grade  and  pave  Saratoga 
street  from  Chelsea  street  to  Wordsworth  street; 
to  grade  and  gravel  Shelby  street  from  Saratoga' 
street  to  Eagle  street;  to  set  edgestones  and  pave 
sidewalks  with  brick  in  front  of  estates  on  Bates 
and  Ferrin  streets,  Charlestown.  Severally 
passed. 
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HOBSE  KAILROAD   LOCATIONS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  lay  down  tracks  on  P 
street,  from  Fourth  street  to  First  street,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order.  For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston, said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  a  single  track  on  P  street  be- 
tween East  Fourth  street  and  East  First  street, 
with  two  turnouts  on  said  street,  one  between 
East  Fourth  street  and  Broadway,  and  one  be- 
tween East  Third  and  East  Second  streets.  Said 
company  shall  also  have  the  right  to  connect  the 
said  track  on  P  street  with  the  most  northerly 
track  of  said  company  as  now  laid  down  on  East 
Fourth;  also  to  connect  said  track  on  P  street, 
by  means  of  three  curved  tracks,  with  the  car 
house  of  said  company  on  the  easterly  side  of  P 
street  between  East  First  and  East  Second 
streets.  The  tracks  located  by  this  order  being 
shown  on  plans  drawn  by  Daniel  Coolidge,  civil 
engineer,  dated  March  8,  1880,  and  deposited  iu 
the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  said  tracks  and  the  form  of  rail  to 
tie  used  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them;  also  upon 
condition  that  the  space  occupied  by  the  tracks 
and  eighteen  inches  outside  thereof,  and  the 
space  between  the  single  track  and  the  turnouts, 
shall  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
Also  upon  condition  that  said  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location 
and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall  file  said 
acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  the  passage  of 
this  order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company  for  additional  locations  in  Charlestown, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order  of  location. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
be  authorized  to  lay  down  a  double  track  on  Chel- 
sea street,  Charlestown,  from  Henley  street  to 
the  double  tracks  of  said  company  as  now  laid 
down  on  Chelsea  street,  opposite  Adams  street. 

Said  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  shall  also 
have  the  right  to  lay  down  a  single  track  across 
City  square,  Charlestown,  to  connect  the  westerly 
track  of  said  company,  on  Charles  River  avenue, 
with  its  track  on  Main  street. 

Also  a  track  across  said  City  square,  to  connect 
the  easterly  track  on  Charles  River  avenue  with 
the  track  on  Park  street;  the  tracks  located  by 
this  order  being  shown  on  plans  drawn  by  Arthur 
Hodges,  civil  engineer,  dated  April  24,  1880,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets. 

Said  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  is  hereby 
authorized  to  change  the  position  of  its  curved 
tracks  on  Main  street,  near  the  Lowell  Railroad 
crossing,  to  conform  to  the  position  shown  by  red 
lines  on  a  plan  drawn  by  Arthur  Hodges,  civil 
engineer,  dated  April  24, 1880,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  said  tracks  and  the  form  of  rail  to 
be  used  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved 
by  them.  Also  upon  condition  that  the  space  oc- 
cupied by  said  tracks  shall  be  paved  with  small 
granite  blocks  and  North  River  flagging  cross- 
ings, to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Superintendent  of 
Streets. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  Middlesex  Rail- 


road Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location, 
and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall  tile  said 
acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk 
within  thirty  days  of  the  passage  of  this  order; 
otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

WEST  ROXBURY  AND   SOUTH   BOSTON  PARKS. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Parks  be  re- 
quested to  make  arrangements  for  a  visit  by  the 
City  Council,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners,  the  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
and  assistants,  and  the  reporters  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  City  Council,  to  the  proposed  West 
Roxbury  and  South  Boston  parks;  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Incidental  Expenses.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
referring  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  the  prop- 
osition to  raise  $010,000  for  purchase  of  the  West 
Roxbury  and  City  Point  parks,  with  instructions 
to  report  in  regard  to  the  financial  condition  of 
the  city. 

Alderman  Slade— I  have  no  object  in  making 
this  motion  except  to  have  it  laid  upon  the  table. 
When  I  vote  to  send  a  matter  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  I  don't  want  to  vote  against  their  re- 
port. I  want  this  laid  upon  the  table  so  that  it 
may  be  considered  a  little  while. 

Alderman  Breck — The  reference  to  the  Finance 
Committee  is  for  information.  Their  reply  does 
not  bind  our  action  at  all,  and  we  can  vote  per- 
fectly independent. 

Alderman  Slade — What  hurry  is  there  ? 

Alderman  Breck — None  at  all.  About  8000  citi- 
zens have  petitioned  for  parks,  and  we  have  been 
trying  to  get  something  done.  This  is  a  good 
time  to  go  and  look  at  the  parks,  and  we  can  do 
that  while  the  Finance  Committee  are  consider- 
ing the  question. 

Alderman  Flynn  thought  Alderman  Slade's 
request  a  fair  one— to  have  it  laid  on  the  table 
until  they  could  examine  into  the  question  more 
thoroughly. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Breck  was  willing  to  have  it  laid  over 
a  week,  but  was  opposed  to  the  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Slade  thought  time  should  be  al- 
lowed any  member  to  consider  a  matter  if  he  de- 
sired to. 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  he  should  vote  for  this 
for  the  same  reasom  that  he  voted  to  recommit 
the  Court  House  matter.  The  Finance  Commit- 
tee were  instructed  to  accompany  their  report 
with  a  statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
city  at  the  present  time.  That  is  to  obtain  light 
and  information,  and  have  an  official  statement 
on  the  subject. 

Alderman  Slade  desired  an  opportunity  to  visit 
the  grounds  before  referring  the  matter  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Alderman  Caton  asked  if  the  reference  commit- 
ted the  Aldermen  in  any  way? 

Alderman  Slade  thought  the  reference  com- 
mitted them  to  voting-  for  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Alderman  Catoa  desired  all  the  information  he 
could  get  before  voting  on  the  question. 

Alderman  O'Brien  did  not  think  any  member  of 
the  Board  commits  himself  by  voting  for  the  ref- 
erence. When  the  committee  report  back  he 
should  feel  at  liberty  to  vote  as  he  vileased.  They 
are  to  ascertain  if  the  finances  of  the  city  will 
warrant  incurring  the  expenditure. 

Alderman  Tucker  askea  if  it  was  to  ascertain 
whether  there  was  money  enough  to  buy  the  park 
or  build  the  Court  House. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  City 
Clerk  read  the  concluding  portion  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Parks  and  the  amendment 
thereto  by  the  Common  Council,  referred  to  by 
Alderman  O'Brien. 

Alderman  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost — yeas  5,  nays  6: 

Yeas— Alderman  Caton,  Flynn,  Slade,  Thorn- 
dike,  Wi.lbridge— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Breck,  O'Brien,  Tucker,  Viles, 
Whitten,  Woolley— 6. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MAY    13,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  the  organization  of  the  Police  Com- 
missioners by  the  choice  of  Henry  Walker,  chair- 
man, and  F.  J.  Goldthwait,  clerk.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw,  viz: 

On  petition  of  Paul  H.  Kendricken  and  others, 
for  a  new  fence  around  Orchard  park. 

Of  Thomas  Lally,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  his  child 
killed  by  collision  with  a  hook  and  ladder  car- 
riage. 

Of  Samuel  Pillsbury,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries to  his  wife  while  crossing  the  Common. 

Of  John  Egan.  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
by  collision  with  a  hook  and  ladder  carriage. 

Of  John  P.  Barnard  and  others,  that  a  portion 
of  Winthrop  square,  Charlestown,  be  enclosed, 
etc. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Reports  "that  no  action  is  necessary,  viz.: 

On  the  order  to  have  Madison  square  put  in 
suitable  condition. 

On  the  order  concerning  the  enlargement  and 
enclosure  of  Maverick  square. 

On  the  petition  of  D.  H.  Blaney  and  others, 
t  hat  Prescott  square  be  laid  out  as  a  public  park. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  remove  fences  around  certain  of  the 
public  grounds  in  cases  where  it  is  deemed  advis- 
able. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18  offered  the  following  as 
an  amendment  to  the  order : 

"Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  order  shall  be 
construed  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  to  remove  any  of  the  iron 
fences  that  have  been  placed  around  any  of  the 
public  squares  by  virtue  of  agreements  made  by 
the  city  at  the  time  of  sale  ot  the  land  bounded 
by  them,  or  where  lanu  has  been  donated  for  a 
public  square  with  the  agreement  of  the  city,  in 
accepting  said  donation,  that  a  fence  should  be 
placed  around  said  laud." 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  asked  what  effect  the 
amendment  would  have,  and  what  it  would 
cover. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18 — There  are  several 
squares  at  the  South  End  where  the  land  was  laid 
out  and  sold  by  the  city  with  the  understanding 
that  the  city  should  take  care  of  them  and  main- 
tain fences  around  them.  Among  these  are  Rut- 
land square,  Concord  square,  Worcester  square, 
and  East  and  West  Chester  parks,  Union  park, 
and  the  land  at  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Mont- 
gomery streets;  and  for  this  reason  I  have  been 
requested  to  offer  this  amendment  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  regret  to  say  I 
have  been  unable  to  hear  a  word  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18  has  spoken,  and  as  the  amendment 
seems  to  be  a  long  and  important  one,  I  move 
that  the  order  and  the  amendment  be  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9, 
Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  the  motion  to  assign, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  the  order  and 
amendment  were  referred  to  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  connect  the  office  ot  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Health  by  telephone  with  the  yards  in  the 
city  proper  and  Highlands,  at  an  expense  not  to 
exceed  $425.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5,  and 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  furnish  a  list  of  the  names  of  persons, 
togetnerwith  their  residences,  who,  being  taxable 
in  Boston,  have  removed  from  the  city  to  avoid 
taxation,  together  with  the  amount  lost  to  the 
city  thereby. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  move  that  that  order 
be  indefinitely  postponed.  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
into  the  question  of  the  inexpediency  or  the  im- 
policy of  passing  such  an  order,  but  it  strikes  me 
that  the  order,  on  its  face,  would  be  impossible  to 


carry  out.  It  is  inconsistent  in  its  terms.  The 
Alderman  who  offered  it  said  he  had  been  re- 
quested to  do  so  by  somebody  else;  so  it  would 
not  be  a  discourtesy  to  him  if  we  indefinitely 
postpone  it.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  other  branch 
that  the  Assessors  are  to  furnish  a  list  of  the 
names  and  residences  of  persons  taxable  in  Bos- 
ton who  have  moved  from  the  city  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  May,  1880.  Those  two  things  are  in- 
consistent, because  if  they  moved  from  the  city 
prior  to  the  1st  of  May  they  were  not  taxable  in 
Boston.  In  the  next  place,  they  are  to  report  the 
names  of  those  who  moved  prior  to  the  1st  of  May 
to  avoid  taxation  in  Boston.  1  think  it  would  be 
impossible  for  our  Board  of  Assessors — although 
they  are  very  able  men — to  ascertain  the  motives 
of  everybody  who  moved  from  the  city  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  May.  Besides  being  inconsistent 
on  its  face,"  I  think  the  order  would  be  a  very  im- 
politic one  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  pass.  I  have 
no  sympathy  with  the  class  of  persons  who  are 
stated  at  the  head  of  this  order  to  be  tax-dodg- 
ers, but  looking  at  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, it  would  be  very  impolitic  to  pass  such  an 
order. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  hope  the  order  will  not 
be  indefinitely  postponed;  but  if  it  is  to  be  passed, 
I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment  or  two.  I  think 
the  object  to  be  gained  is  a  good  one.  It  is  not 
merely  to  obtain  the  names  of  those  who  seek  to 
move  away  from  the  city  to  avoid  taxation.  It 
is  true  that  is  what  it  says,  but  I  do  not  appre- 
hend that  to  be  the  real  scope  of  the  order.  The 
real  scope  of  the  order  is  to  ascertain  how  many 
do  move  away  prior  to  the  1st  of  Maj'.  It  has  been 
a  mooted  question  in  the  Legislature  for  years  as 
to  what  is  the  proper  time  for  fixing  the  residence 
of  a  person  for  the  purposes  of  taxation.  Various 
efforts  have  been  made  to  change  this  date.  Now, 
if  the  city  of  Boston  thinks  it  is  aggrieved  by  peo- 
ple who  five  here  during  the  winter,  and  move 
away  prior  to  the  1st  of  May,  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil can  find  out  how  many  of  such  people  there 
are,  it  -will  be  a  good  argument  to  use  before  the 
Legislature  to  change  that  date.  Now,  if  you 
strike  out  the  words  "taxable  in  Bostbn"  and  "to 
avoid  taxation,"  you  will    get    this  information. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4,  that  it  is  very  desirable  to 
obtain  this  information.  It  will  show  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
taxable  property  which  goes  out  of  the  city  on  ac- 
count of  high  taxation,  or  for  other  reasons.  But 
I  do  not  Delieve  it  is  good  policy  for  the  City 
Council  to  ask  for,  and  what  would  naturally  fol- 
low, to  publish  a  list  of  the  names.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  amend  the  order  by  striking  out  the 
words  requiring  a  list  of  names,  and  "to  avoid 
taxation  in  Boston,"  I  don't  know  that  I  shall 
have  any  objection  to  the  order.  I  think  every 
member  of  the  Council  will  see  it  is  not  the  true 
policy  of  this  city  to  hold  up  to  oppsobrium 
those  who  leave  the  city  for  reasons  best  known 
to  themselves,  and  perhaps  to  escape  paying  a 
portion  of  their  taxes  here,  but  who  do  pay  some 
taxes  here.  The  true  policy  is  to  make  this  city 
as  attractive  to  live  in  as  possible,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  will  be  the  result,  if  we  hold  this  class 
up  to  opprobrium.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  will  agree  with  me. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  differ  entirely  from  the  gentle- 
man as  to  the  effect  of  this  order.  It  does  not 
seem  to  me  that,  with  the  words  "taxable  in  Bos- 
ton," and  "to  avoid  taxation,"  stricken  out,  and 
having  the  list  of  names  printed,  they  can  be 
said  to  be  held  up  to  opprobrium.  Every  citizen 
has  a  right  to  move  away  from  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. He  has  a  perfect  right  to  select  his  place  of 
residence.  I  do  not  call  him  a  tax-dodger  for  so 
doing.  It  is  a  question  of  public  economy  wheth- 
er a  stop  should  be  put  to  such  action.  It  is  a 
question  of  public  policy  in  regard  to  those  who 
desire  to  move  away,  and  for  tie  city  which  de- 
sires to  retain  them.  It  is  a  question  of  public 
policy  whether  those  who  live  here  during  a 
greater  portion  of  the  year,  and  have  a  great  in- 
terest in  the  city  of  Boston,  shall  be  compelled  to 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  city,  or  whether 
thev  shall  be  allowed  to  select  some  other  place 
to  live,  or  call  their  residence  and  pay  their 
taxes.  It  is  no  opprobrium  upon  them.  As  I 
said  before,  every  man  has  a  right  to  select 
the  place  where  he  shall  be  taxed.  But  it  is  a 
question  of  public  policy,  whether  every  man 
shall  have  that  privilege,  or  be  taxed  in  the  place 
where  he  has  the  greatest  interest.  There  is  no 
question    of    opprobrium,  insult,  or  holding  any- 
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body  up  to  ridicule.  It  is  simply  to  obtain  this 
information.  No.  If  you  do  not  obtain  the 
names  of  the  persons,  you  do  not  know  what  in- 
terest is  at  stake.  If  you  have  the  names,  you 
can  see  whether  the  parties  are  connected  with 
the  city  of  Boston  or  not;  whether,  as  a  matter  of 
public  policy,  they  should  be  required  to  pay  taxes 
in  Boston,  or   be  allowed  to  go  out.    You  cannot 

fet  the  information  without  their  names.  While 
am  willing  to  strike  out  the  words,  "to  avoid 
taxation,"  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  strike 
out  the  "list  of  names." 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  do  not  think  the  or- 
der a  proper  one  to  pass  in  its  present  form. 
This  question  of  taxation  is  an  important  one, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  City  Council  should 
do  anything  to  make  the  city  obnoxious.  I  had 
intended  to  move  the  reference  of  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Assessors'  Department,  as 
I  do  not  think  it  should  be  passed  until  it  has 
been  considered  by  some  committee.  I  think 
nothing  should  be  done  to  render  the  City  Gov- 
ernment obnoxious  to  the  people.  We  know  that 
many  people  regard  the  avoidance  of  paying- 
taxes  in  a  different  light  from  what  they  do  the 
avoidance  of  some  other  obligations.  My  own  in- 
clination would  be,  and  I  think  it  would  be  agree- 
able to  the  Council,  to  refer  the  ordei  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Assessors'  Department.  I  make  that 
motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  think  this  order,  as 
it  appeared  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  was  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  occurrences  of  the  year. 
Next  to  that  I  must  rank  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4,  in  endeavoring  to  make  it  ap- 
pear that  the  order  is  an  innocent  one,  and  will 
perhaos  have  a  beneficial  effect.  I  take  here  the 
printed  report  of  the  proceedings,  on  page  2C5, 
and  find  the  order  headed  "Tax-dodgers."  Now 
sir,  I  think  that  shows  what  the  proof  reader,  if 
not  the  reporter,  understood  to  be  the  intent  of 
the  motion  when  it  was  made.  I  have  also  no- 
ticed what  the  newspapers  have  said  about  it  for 
the  last  two  or  three  days,  and,  although  they 
have  dealt  with  the  matter  in  a  very  gingerly 
fashion,  they  have  considered  it  to  be  aD  attempt 
by  some  one  to  cast  opprobrium  upon  those  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  or  fellow-inhabitants,  to 
take  whatever  protection  the  law  allows  them  to 
protect  their  property  from  the  rule  of  force 
which  would  take  it  from  them.  I  object  to  this 
order,  and  hope  we  shall  put  upon  it  in  this 
Council  the  ban  of  opprobrium,  by  reject- 
ing it  absolutely,  on  three  grounds.  In  the 
first  place  if  is  unjust;  in  the  second  place  it  is 
unwise;  and  in  the  third  place  it  is  illegal.  It  is 
understood  that  the  men  who  leave  Boston  to 
avoid  naying  taxes,  do  so  to  avoid  paying  taxes 
on  their  personal  property.  They  leave  their  real 
estate  here,  which  is  taxed  here.  It  is,  therefore, 
a  question  of  persons  owning  personal  property, 
on  which  they  do  not  want  to  pay  taxes  in  the 
city  of  Boston.  Now,  1  want  the  City  Council  to 
remember,  that  so  far  from  having  an  ingenious 
and  well-balanced  system  of  taxation,  Massachu- 
setts is,  today,  held  up  to  ridicule  among  politi- 
cal economists,  for  its  unwise,  unjust  and  unfair 
method  of  taxation.  More  than  that— For  the 
past  five  years  there  have  been  many  endeavors 
made  to  reform  the  system.  It  was  only  this  year 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  undertook  to 
repeal  the  law  by  which  mortgages  were  taxed 
twice,  but  the  Senate  refused  to  do  justice.  There 
was  not  a  newspaper  in  the  city  but  agreed  that 
the  system  in  that  particular  is  unjust. 
I  could  go  on  and  give  further  details, 
but  it  is  unnecessary.  I  only  wish  to  bring  to 
your  minds  the  fact  that  these  persons  who  leave 
the  city  do  it  to  avoid  taxation  on  property  not 
falling  within  the  city,  and  which  in  the  view  of 
every  writer  on  the  subject  is  not  a  proper  sub- 
ject for  taxation.  The  object  of  this  order,  I 
believe,  is  to  gratify  some  personal  spite  or  mal- 
ice, or  it  is  an  evidence  of  stupidity  on  the  part 
of  whoever  drew  it.  It  is  unwise  to  pass  it,  be- 
cause we  wish  to  make  this  city  as  attractive  as 
possible.  We  spend  money  for  good  police,  fire 
arrangements  and  parks  to  make  the  city  attrac- 
tive; and  yet  some  dunderhead  persuades  anAlder* 
man  to  put  in  an  order  to  obtain  a  list  of  those 
who  pay  taxes  on  real  estate  here  and  on  whose 
other  property  the  city  is  trying  to  get  taxes 
paid.  That  order  applies  also  to  those  who  might 
come  here  and  spend  several  months  in  each  year 
if  the  city  was  made  attractive  to  them.  Gentle- 
men, you  will  remember  how  it  was  conceded  by 
universal  consent  what  harm  was  done  when  the 
prohibitory     law     went     into     force.       We    all 


know  that  the  commerce  of  Boston  re- 
ceived a  blow  which  it  took  some  years 
to  repair.  In  the  same  way  much  smaller  matters 
have  done  harm.  It  is  unwise  to  pass  such  an 
order.  Lastly,  I  said  it  was  illegal.  I  think  the 
gentleman  opposite,  and  the  members  of  the  bar, 
will  agree  with  me,  that  this  power  is  one  which 
the  City  Council  ought  not  to  exercise.  If  these 
persons  leave  Boston  in  a  legal  manner,  it  is  not 
the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  express  any 
opinion,  by  resolution,  in  regard  to  it.  The  city 
of  Boston  does  not  exist  as  a  corporation  for 
moral  purposes.  It  is  not  here  to  pass  resolutions 
to  act  as  sermons  upon  the  conduct  of  any  per- 
son whatever.  If  the  city  has  a  legal  claim  upon 
any  man,  she  can  collect  it;  but  it  is  not  to  pass 
resolutions  concerning  any  persons  who  have 
debts  which  we  believe  to  be  due  the  city.  Of 
course,  the  Board  of  Assessors  would  have  a  very 
difficult  duty  to  perform  in  carrying  out  this  or- 
der. It  would  be  very  difficult  for  them  to  state 
that  the  following  is  a  list  of  the  persons  who 
have  left  the  city  to  avoid  taxation.  They 
would  be  personally  responsible  tor  pub- 
lishing such  a  black  list,  and  if  not, 
the  city  would  be  liable  for  requiring 
them  to  do  it.  Now,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  special 
argument  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4. 
I  wish  he  would  look  at  the  suggestion  he  made, 
and  see  where  it  would  lead.  If  he  strikes  out 
"taxable  in  Boston,"  and  "to  avoid  taxation,"  the 
order  will  then  read — 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  City  Council  a  list  of  the 
names  and  residences  of  persons  in  Boston  who 
have  moved  from  the  city  prior  to  the  first  of 
May,  1880,  in  Boston,  together  with  the  amount  of 
property  in  each  case  lost  to  the  city  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taxation,  by  such  action  of  the  owners."    - 

Now,  sir,  how  can  the  Board  of  Assessors  report 
the  number  of  persons  who  have  left  Boston  prior 
to  the  first  of  May  ?  The  moment  you  leave  out 
the  supposed  reason  for  leaving— for  the  sake  of 
avoiding  taxation — what  kind  of  a  list  are  they  to 
present  to  the  City  Council  ?  Are  they  to  present 
a  list  of  all  changes  that  have  taken  place,  and 
say  that  compared  with  last  year's  list,  and  report 
that  out  of  thirty  to  forty  thousand  poll  taxes, 
fifteen  t'o  twenty  thousand  have  disappeared? 
Are  they  to  bring  in  the  list  of  every  person  not 
found  on  the  tax  list  th  is  year  whose  name  was 
on  the  list  last  year,  with  a  schedule  of  his  prop- 
erty ?  Ihat  is  Che  purport  of  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  "Ward  4.  But  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  to  pass  such  an  order,  to  get  the 
information  which  the  gentleman  requires.  In 
1876  I  attended  several  meetings  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
an  outrageous  proposition  of  the  Board  of  As- 
sessors in  regard  to  taxation  in  Boston.  They 
proposed  that  every  man  who  stayed  one  day 
over  six  months  in  the  city  of  Boston — never 
mind  where  he  belonged — should  pay  taxes  here. 
That  proposition  was  killed  by  the  Legislature, 
and  never  was  renewed.  I  remember  that  Mr. 
Hills  came  up  there  with  evidence,  and  had  a  ta- 
ble prepared  showing  the  amount  of  property, 
according  to  his  estimate,  which  had  been  taken 
out  of  the  city.  It  amounted  at  that  time  to 
about  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  If  you 
inquired  of  Mr.  Hills  you  would  find  that 
with  the  exception  ot  a  few  capitalists  it 
is  simply  a  matter  of  judgment.  If  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  use  this  information  before  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Legislature,  Mr.  Hills  can  give  it  as  a 
matter  of  estimate,  and  without  this  formality  of 
passing  an  order  to  obtain  and  print  the  informa- 
tion. The  Board  of  Assessors  can  give  you  the 
amount  of  property  in  round  numbers  lost  to  the 
city  by  the  removal  of  individuals.  I  do  not  think 
this  is  a  good  time  to  move  in  the  matter,  be- 
cause the  Assessors  are  now  going  the  rounds 
making  up  the  lists  for  this  year,  and  they  will  be 
through  in  forty  days.  If  we  need  any  informa- 
tion to  present  to  the  Legislature  next  year,  let 
us  wait  until  next  fall,  and  then  the  Assessors 
will  have  made  up  their  figures.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  after  the  debate  that  has  taken  place  on  this 
Subject,  the  Assessors  will  collect  this  information. 
I  therefore  hope  we  shall  reject  this  order,  and 
hereafter, when  the  new  valuation  has  been  made 
and  the  Assessors  have  had  a  chance  to  see  afresh 
what  changes  have  been  made,  if  it  is  desirable  in 
October  or  November  to  obtain  such  informa- 
tion, in  a  more  or  less  extended  form,  then  will 
be  time  enough  to  press  the  order.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  has  a  chance  to  offer  any  such 
amendments  he  will  put  them  In  such  form  as  not 
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to  contradict  the  purpose  which  he  has  expressed 
— to  obtain  information.  I  hope  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department 
will  not  j)re vail,  because  I  doubt  if  they  aue  the 
parties  who  are  qualified  to  examine  into  it  at 
present,  as  their  duties  woula  not  have  led  them 
to  study  the  question.  As  I  have  said,  if  we  are 
to  get  the  information,  this  is  not  the  time  of  the 
year  to  apply  for  it.  The  Assessors  should  have 
time  to  get  the  information.  Statistics  a  year  old 
would  be  of  very  little  use  to  us. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  should  certainly 
much  prefer  to  see  this  order  indefinitely  post- 
poned, because  the  more  I  reflect  upon  it  the 
more  I  think  it  is  not  a  well-advised  order.  I  am 
quite  ready  to  withdraw  my  motion  to  refer, 
assuming-  that  perhaps  the  Council  may  be  ready 
to  act  upon  the  question  of  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. If  no  objection  is  made  I  will  withdraw 
the  motion  to  refer,  provided  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  will  renew  the  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— The  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  as  the  members  of  the 
Council  will  see,  is  entirely  against  the  order  as  it 
stands.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  order  as  it 
stands.  It  is  not  the  order  I  am  defending.  I  am 
defending  the  spirit  of  the  order,  which  seeks  to 
obtain  information  which  it  would  be  a  benefit 
to  the  city  of  Boston  to  have.  If  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone  does  not  prevail,  I  propose  to 
so  amend  the  order  as  to  carry  out  that  idea.  I 
differ  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
in  regard  to  the  system  of  taxation  in  Massachu- 
setts Deine  one  justly  held  up  to  contempt  and 
ridicule  by  those  who  ought  to  know  anything 
about  it.  On  the  contrary  it  is  a  system  held  up 
to  condemnation  only  by  "those  who  cannot  have 
their  pet  theories  in  regard  to  taxation  carried 
out.  I  make  that  broad  assertion.  I  will  quote 
the  commission  of  the  State  of  New  York,  ap- 
pointed in  1872  or  '73,  of  which  Hon.  David  A. 
'Wells  was  chairman,  and  which  was  one  of  the 
ablest  commissions  ever  appointed  on  that  sub- 
ject. They  made  an  exhaustive  report,  recom- 
mending a  different  system,  and  adding  at  the 
end,  "If  this  system  cannot  be  adopted  by  the 
State  of  New  York,  we  recommend  that  the  sys- 
tem prevalent  in  Massachusetts  be  adopted." 
That  is,  if  they  cannot  have  what  they  consider 
the  true,  scientific  method  adopted,  they  then 
recommend  the  system  prevalent  in  Massachu- 
setts. If  the  Massachusetts  system  could  have 
any  higher  commendation  in  this  country,  I  should 
like  to  hear  it.  The  gentleman  says  the  order 
is  unjust,  unwise  and  illegal.  He  has  not  cer- 
tainly to  the  mind  of  the  merest  dunce  shown  the 
slightest  ground  for  saying  it  is  not  legal.  He 
simply  says  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston 
not  to  say  it  is  illegal.  He  has  not  shown  in  his 
remarks  that  it  is  unjust.  He  has  attempted  to 
show  that  it  is  unwise.  But  the  merest  analysis 
of  his  argument  will  strengthen  the  order.  The 
argument  is,  it  will  drive  them  out  of  the  city. 
Now,  what  are  you  going  to  drive  out?  As  lie 
says,  they  pay  taxes  on  their  real  estate,  and  they 
cannot  take  that  away  with  them.  They  take 
away  everything  they  can  now.  They  take  away 
all  their  personal  property  and  leave  their  real 
estate,  and  they  cannot  take  away  that,  no  mat- 
ter how  many  orders  you  pass.  Now,  where  is  it 
unwise  in  any  sense  of  the  word?  We  simply  de- 
sire to  ascertain  the  names  of  those  who  do  go 
out  in  this  way,  to  have  their  names  here,  and  see 
what  effect  it  has  upon  the .  interests  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  The  gentleman's  argu- 
ment on  that  point  shows  the  weakness 
of  his  argument  on  the  whole  question.  Now,  is 
it  unwise  ?  Let  us  take  it  on  that  point.  What 
does  this  order  propose  to  do?  Simply  to  find  the 
names  of  those  persons  who,  having  a  residence 
in  Boston  during  the  winter  months,  do  move  out 
on  the  1st  of  May,  and  thus  escape  taxation  in 
Boston.  I  don't  say  it  is  to  avoid  taxation,  but 
they  do  move  out,  and  thus  escape  taxation. 
Suppose  we  should  find  that  one  man  was  the 
owner  of  the  whole  of  State  street,  having  an  im- 
mense interest  in  the  city  of  Boston,  anu  in  hav- 
ing proper  Government  here;  and  yet  that  party, 
having  such  an  interest  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
moves  out  on  the  1st  of  May,  avoiding  taxation 
on  his  personal  property,  though  he  does  pay 
taxes  on  his  real  estate.  Does  anybody  pretend 
to  say  that  such  a  party  has  no  interest  in  the  city 
of  Boston  ?  If  they  do,  we  will  drop  the  argu- 
ment. I  take  it  that  every  sensible  man  will  say 
that  that  man's  interest  is  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
Well,  what  next— what  is  it  for  the  interest  of  the 


Commonwealth  to  do  about  that?  This  man,  hav- 
ing an  interest,  and  I  may  say  a  vital  interest,  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  escapes  taxation  by  moving  out.  Is 
not  that  a  fair  argument  to  go  before  the  Legis- 
lature with,  as  a  matter  of  public  policy  ?  Is  it 
not  a  fair  argument  to  use  before  the  Common- 
wealth to  change  that  date,  or  else  adopt  some 
means  by  which  these  men  having  a  vital  inter- 
est in  the  city  of  Boston,  should  pay  their  taxes 
here  ?  There  is  no  opprobrium  upon  that  act.  It 
is  simply  a  question  of  public  policy.  How  can 
you  get  the  information  in  any  other  way  than 
by  having  the  names  of  these  persons  who  do 
have  this  interest  in  the  city  of  Boston,  so  as  to 
know  what  their  interest  is.  There  is  nothing  un- 
fair, nothing  unwise,  nothing  unjust,  and  certain- 
ly nothing  illegal  in  that.  That  is  all  we  ask.  If 
the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  does  not  pre- 
vail, I  pronose  to  offer  some  amendments  to  carry 
out  the  spirit  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— It  is  so  seldom  I 
differ  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  that  I  feel 
quite  at  a  loss  on  this  occasion.  But  I  call  the 
Council  to  witness  one  or  two  things— that  the 
gentleman  has  not  made  the  slightest  mention  of 
the  object  of  the  order,  which  was  to  put  a  mark 
of  opprobrium  upon  those  persons  who  avoided 
taxation  in  the  city  of  Boston;  he  changed  his 
ground  and  did  not  meet  that  question,  because 
the  evidence  was  too  strong.  Then  he  takes  up 
the  point  I  made,  that  the  matter  was  illegal.  I 
brought  it  forward  with  a  great  deal  of  diffidence, 
in  the  presence  of  so  many  legal  gentlemen,  not 
being  myself  a  lawyer.  Of  course,  if  he  says  I  am 
wrong,  1  will  take  it  back. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  did  not  say  the  gentleman  was 
wrong.  I  said  he  had  not  furnished  the  slightest 
proot  or  argument  of  its  being  illegal. 

Mr,  Whitmore— Then  I  will  take  it  back  again. 
I  was  quite  willing  to  say  I  was  wrong,  but  I  now 
feel  quite  encouraged  by  the  remarks  or  the  tone 
the  gentleman  gives  it.  In  regard  to  the  decision 
of  the  writers  on  political  economy,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  I  have  written  on  the  subject.  I  have 
written  a  pamphlet  on  the  system  of  taxation  in 
Massachusetts,  and  have  had  occasion  to  consult 
authorities  on  the  subject,  and  will  pledge  myself 
to  produce  them  at  the  next  meeting,  showing 
that  when  the  gentleman  made  the  celebrat- 
ed report  referring  to  the  system  of  Massa- 
chusetts, he  did  it  simply  because  he  regards  it  as 
the  finest  system  of  misapplied  ingenuity  on  rec- 
ord—as much  as  to  say,  If  you  mean  to  tax  a  man, 
and  squeeze  out  of  him  all  you  can,  then  take  the 
system  which  prevails  in  Massachusetts;  if  you 
will  not  take  a  proper  system,  then  take  the 
system  which  prevails  in  Massachusetts,  the 
worst  and  most  villanous  system  to  squeeze 
the  money  out  of  a  man.  The  remarks 
were  made  in  the  most  ironical  sense,  and  I 
can  prove  that  by  producing  the  report.  I  have 
been  in  consultation  with  the  distinguished  au- 
thor of  the  report  and  have  good  grounds  for  stat- 
ing that  that  was  his  opinion.  Now  I  have  stated 
that  this  attempt  was  unjust.  I  wish  gentlemen 
to  remember  one  thing — without  going  into  the 
question  of  political  economy,  I  say  it  is  unjust 
for  us  to  select  any  class  of  individuals,  who  by 
law  are  exempt  from  the  duty  of  paying  taxes  to 
the  city  of  Bostou,  and  try  to  make  a  list  of  their 
names,  and  hold  them  up  to  public  scorn.  Why, 
sir,  I  should  like  much  more  to  have  the  gentle- 
man move  for  the  Assessors  to  make  a  return  of 
those  persons  who  on  the  1st  of  May  held  United 
States  bonds  and  did  not  pay  taxes  on  them  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  If  it  is  any  wrong  for  a  man  hav- 
ing personal  property  which  does  not  belong  in 
Boston,  and  is  not  benefited  by  any  of  our  ex- 
penditures, to  leave  the  city  in  order  to  prevent 
that  property  being  taxed,  what  will  you  say  ol 
those  men  who  hold  United  States  bonds?  I 
say  it  is  unjust  to  attempt  to  select  any  class 
of  individuals  and  print  their  names  for  any  such 
purpose.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  farther 
into  this  subject  so  long  as  you  have  any  such 
specimen  of  inquisition  as  this.  Further,  as  tlie 
gentleman  has  entirely  shifted  his  motion,  I  do 
not  desire  it  amended*  so  that  it  shall  make  any 
such  inquiry.  I  do  not  want  this  order  sent  out 
as  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston.  It 
will  be  quoted  from  here  to  Florida  as  auother 
proof  of  the  manner  in  which  we  attempt  to 
manage  our  affairs  in  Massachusetts.  The  gen- 
tleman has  made  his  entire  argument  on  the  ba- 
sis that  it  would  be  fair  to  go  to  the  Legislature 
and  get  the  date  for  the  assessment  of  taxes 
changed  to  the  1st  of  January  from  the  1st  of 
May.    Now  what  will  be  the  effect  of  that  ?    The 
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persons  who  remove  now  temporarily  will  then 
remove  permanently.  There  are  many  who  feel 
that  they  have  much  personal  property  upon 
which  they  should  not  be  taxed.  Do 
we  wish  to  establish  the  system  of 
absentee  landlordism  and  have  the  men  own- 
ing property  here  spending  their  incomes  in  New 
York?  Go  on  the  Back  Bay  and  you  will  rind  the 
small  dealers  who  supply  the  people  down  there 
are  not  doing  any  business;  there  is  no  business 
there,  and  their  stores  are  virtually  closed  for  the 
next  six  months.  If  you  try  this  system,  those 
people  who  now  come  here  and  spend  their  win- 
ters will  be  driven  away.  1  say  the  order  as  pro- 
posed is  unjust.  The  gentleman  acknowledges 
that,  because  his  amendment  entirely  alters  the 
nature  of  the  order.  I  hope  we  shall  indefinitely 
postpone  this  order,  because  it  is  not  what  we 
want.  The  gentleman  has  a  whole  year  to  put  in 
the  right  order.  He  can  do  it  tonight;  but  if  he 
is  wise  I  think  he  will  wait  until  the  Assessors 
have  finished  their  returns  for  this  year.  I  will 
then  vote  for  any  reasonable  order  "for  returns 
made  up  to  the  first  of  the  year.  It  does  seem  to 
me  that  an  order  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  go  out  so  near  the  wording  of  the 
original. 

Mr.  Bailey — There  are  two  ways  of  arguing  a  ■ 
matter.  One  is  to  take  the  merits  of  the  case, 
hold  them  up  to  the  light,  consider  all  sides,  treat 
them  fairly,  and  give  tliem  a  fair  examination. 
Another  one  is  to  misrepresent  your  opponents. 
I  am  sorry  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  taken 
the  latter  method.  I  call  the  Council  to  witness 
that  among  the  first  remarks  I  made,  I  said  I  did 
not  approve  of  the  order  as  it  stood,  and  that  I 
proposed  to  offer  amendments.  The  gentleman 
says  that  this  is  not  the  proper  time  to  pass  such 
an  order.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  proper  time. 
Ihe  Assessors  are  just  starting  out  upon  their 
work,  and  can  make  arrangements  to  get  this  in- 
formation. If  you  wait,  they  will  reply  that  the 
order  was  not  passed  in  time,  and  they  have  not 
the  inclination.  We  should  adopt  a  lew  amend- 
ments, which  wid  have  to  go  back  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  then  the  Assessors  can  take  notice 
of  the  order  and  act  accordingly. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  de- 
clared carried.  Mr.  Bailey  doubted  the  vote,  the 
Council  was  divided— 28  for,  33  against— and  the 
motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— It  seems  to  me  this  is 
a  matter  upon  which  we  do  not  want  to  get  any 
black  list  of  names,  but  it  will  be  desirable  to 
know  how  much  property  has  gone  out  from  the 
city  within  a  definite  time,  say  within  the  last  five 
years,  and  has  escaped  taxation  in  that  way.  I 
should  like  to  offer  a  substitute  for  the  order,  not 
so  much  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  how  much 
property  has  been  taken  out  of  the  city  in  that 
way,  as  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
make  any  change  in  the  present  method  of  laying 
taxes,  so" that  in  the  future  this  difficulty  may  be 
avoided. 

Mr.  Williams  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  order  under  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  the 
amount  of  property  which  in  their  judgment  has 
been  withdrawn  from  the  city  within  the  last 
five  years  to  escape  taxation. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  desire  to  move  an  amendment  to 
the  order  which  has  come  down  to  us  from  the 
other  branch,  by  striking  out  the  words  "taxable 
in  Boston"  and  "to  avoid  taxation,"  and  after  the 
words  "residents  of  Boston"  add  "owning  resi- 
dences in  Boston."    The  order  will  then  read — 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  to  the  City  Council  a  list  of  the 
names  and  residences  of  persons  owninar  resi- 
dences in  Boston,  who  have  moved  from  the  city 
prior  to  the  first  of  May,  1880,  together  with  the 
amount  of  property  in  each  case  lost  to  the  city 
for  the  purposes  by  such  action  of  the  owners." 

Now,  I  want  to  say  one  thing.  I  do  not  consider 
it  a  fair  argument  to  say  you  are  making  a  black 
list.  It  is  not  so.  These  persons  have  a  perfect 
right  to  move.  To  me  there  is  no  ignominy  in  the 
fact  that  they  have  moved.  Everybody  has  a 
right  to  select  the  place  where  he  will  live.  But 
you  cannot  get  the  information  the  city  ought  to 
have  without  having  a  list  of  the  names,  because, 
as  I  said  before,  you  do  not  know  what  interest 
they  have  in  the  city,  if  you  simply  know  the 
amount  of  property  taken  away.  You  must  have 
a  list  of  the  owners  of  that  property  in  order  that 
you  may  trace  the  relation  between  them  and  the 
city,  in  order  to  frame  a  law  which  will  tax  them 


where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commonwealth, 
they  should  be  taxed.  It  is  no  black  list.  It  is 
simply  to  get  information. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— If  the  amendment  is 
adopted  limiting  the  information  to  persons  own- 
ing residences  in  the  city,  it  will  not  cover  the 
point  proposed  to  be  covered,  for  many  of  the 
class  referred  to  live  in  the  city  during  winter  in 
hotels,  and  other  houses,  they  do  not  own.  I  think 
the  wording  had  better  be  changed  to  cover  the 
whole  class. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  presume  the  gentleman  in- 
tends to  have  this  a  working  order,  and  wishes  to 
put  it  in  shape.  I  would  inquire  if  this  order  pro- 
vides any  limit  whatever  as  to  the  past.  It  does 
not  say  persons  who  have  moved  from  the  city 
within  a  year,  or  any  limited  time,  as  the  order 
stands  now,  it  would  require  the  Assessors  to  give 
us  a  list  of  persons  for  an  indefinite  period  who 
own  estates  here  and  have  moved  away.  I  pre- 
sume the  gentleman  does  not  so  intend,  and  hope 
he  will  put  a  limit — for  example,  removed  during 
the  past  year.  I  hope  he  will  give  some  such  clew 
to  the  Assessors  in  making  up  the  list.  If  a  man 
has  owned  a  house  here  and  moved  away  to  stay, 
that  is  one  thing.  I  do  not  think  the  hasty 
amendment  he  has  offered  will  put  it  in  proper 
form.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow  criticism 
to  enable  the  Assessors  to  give  the  information 
he  desires. 

Mr.  Bailey — The  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  17,  in  regard  to  owning  residences,  is 
a  good  one.  It  has  also  been  suggested  to  me 
that  the  word  householders  would  be  better.  It 
is  necessary  to  limit  it  somewherb.  In  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  32,  I  would  state  that 
the  last  clause — "lost  to  the  city  by  such  action  of 
the  owners"— is  the  instruction  to  the  Assessors. 
It  simply  says— Here  are  certain  persons  who  live 
here  during  the  winter,  and  are  gone  duiing  the 
summer,  and  we  want  you  to  find"  out  how  much 
property  is  lost  to  the  city  for  the  purposes  of 
taxation  by  such  action.  The  Assessors,  being- 
reasonable  men,  will  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly. I  think  the  order  will  be  definite  enough 
to  cover  that  point. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  would  like  to  renew  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  to  refer 
this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment. They  will  be  likely  to  consult  with  the 
Board  of  Assessors  and  report  an  order  in  proper 
shape. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  made  a  remark  before  that  I 
did  not  think  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment were  familiar  with  the  matter.  I  wish 
to  be  understood  that  I  meant  they  had  not  given 
it  any  consideration,  and  did  not  want  it  referred 
to  them  without  some  debate.  I  am  now  willing 
to  have  it  referred. 

Mr.  Bailey— If  this  is  referred,  it  goes  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  concurrence,  and  it  will 
be  another  week  before  the  committee  can  meet, 
then  it  will  have  to  pass  both  branches,  which 
will  throw  it  over  three  weeks.  If  you  lay  it  over, 
you  might  as  well  indefinitely  postpone  it. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  hope  the  reference  will  prevail. 
It  is  an  exceedingly  important  matter.  The  more 
I  reflect  upon  it,  "the  more  I  think  we  may  do  in- 
jury by  acting  hastily. 

Mr.  Coe— It  seems  to  me  this  debate  will  act  as 
a  notice  to  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and  they  will 
put  themselves  in  shape  to  respond  to  some  order 
when  we  adopt  it  hereafter. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Coe 
doubted  the  vote;  the  Council  was  divided— 24  for, 
32  against. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  amendments 
offered  by  Mr.  Bailey. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Now  that  the  Council  has  de- 
cided to  do  this  thing,  I  offer  an  amendment  to 
limit  the  time  to  two  years. 

The  President— There  are  two  amendments  now 
before  the  Council,  and  I  understand  this  to  be  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment,  which  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Bailey's  amendments  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  to  amend  the  order  as  amend- 
ed by  striking-  out  the  words  "persons  owning 
residences,"  and  insert  in  place  thereof  the  words 
"householders  during  the  winter  months." 
Adopted. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  substitute  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  hope  the  substitute  will  pre- 
vail, because  it  strikes  me  the  order  as  amended 
will  be  very  impolitic,  notwithstanding  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  that  the 
list  will  be  furnished  only  for  information,  as  that 
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will  necessarily  result  in  publishing  it  to  the 
whole  city.  We  are  desirous  of  getting-  at  the 
amount  of  property  taken  from  the  city  which 
thereby  escapes  taxation,  and  that  will  be  gained 
by  the  "substitute.  lam  sorry  to  say  I  am  in  a 
position  to  know  a  great  many  of  these  gentle- 
men. I  have  little  sympathy  with  them,  but  at 
the  same  time  they  are  residents  of  the  city,  and 
the  policy  of  the  city  should  be  to  treat  them  as 
erring  children,  whom  we  desire  to  get  back  as 
early  as  possible.  I  do  not  think  that  would  be 
done  by  publishing  the  names.  I  think  the  result 
would  be  just  the  rt verse.  Any  one  will  see  there 
are  very  respectable  names  in  the  list,  and  I  am 
afraid  the  publication  will  add  to  instead  of  de- 
creasing the  list. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  should  like  to  know  how  many 
householders  there  are  who  leave  before  the  first 
of  May.  If  the  substitute  prevails,  1  think  they 
should"  give  us  the  number,  if  not  their  names. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  the  substitute  by  adding 
"and  the  names  of  the  owners  thereof." 

Mr.  Pratt— With  all  due  respect  to  the  gentle- 
man who  offered  the  substitute,  I  have  an  idea 
that  it  does  not  ask  for  the  fact.  What  we  want 
is  facts.  We  don't  care  what  the  judgment  of 
the  Assessors  may  be.  We  want  to  know  how 
they  arrive  at  the  result.  If  there  is  anything  of 
value  it  is  to  know  the  number  of  persons  who  go 
away  to  escape  taxation,  and  the  amount  of  prop- 
erty thereby  withdrawn  from  taxation  in  this 
city;  and  we  also  want  to  know  who  the 
persons  are  that  go  away.  They  may  be 
erring  children,  I  know  many  of"  them  are 
estimable  people,  but  I  do  not  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  or  any  of  the  rest  of  us  will 
say  anything  to  justify  them  in  so  doing.  I  have 
no  adjective  at  command  sufficiently  strong  to 
apply  to  those  who  remain  here  during  most  of 
the  year  and  skulk  away  just  before  the  first  of 
May  to  prevent  paying  their  proportion  of  the  ex- 
pense of  running  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Williams— I  have  no  objection  to  putting  in 
the  list  of  persons,  but  it  seems  to  me  we  want  to 
know  the  amount  of  property  the  city  loses,  and 
do  not  want  to  gratify  any  particular  spite  by 
furnishing  the  names.  The  original  order  is 
directed  to  the  list  of  persons,  and  the  substitute 
covers  the  whole  ground  without  the  list. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  will  withdraw  my  amendment  to 
the  substitute,  and  will  ask  what  earthly  good  it 
will  do  the  city  of  Boston  to  know  the  amount  of 
property  taken  away  if  we  do  not  know  the  rela- 
tions of  the  owners  to  the  city? 

Mr.  Williams — It  seems  to  me  that  knowing  the 
amount  of  property  taken  away  and  the  number 
of  people  who  go,  if  it  is  found  to  be  sufficiently 
large  in  the  amount  lost  to  taxation,  then  will  be 
time  to  investigate  and  find  out  why  these  people 
go  and  who  they  are.  But  I  do  not  think  it  is  well 
to  begin  by  putting  in  an  order  which  will  only 
causa  a  great  deal  of  ill  feeling. 

Mr.  Williams's  substitute  was  lost. 

Mr.  Coe — It  seems  to  me  the  criticism  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  perfectly  proper. 
This  order  might  carry  us  back  to  1830. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the  sug- 
gestion and  in  order  to  meet  his  wish,  I  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  "prior  to"  and  inserting 
"between  the  first  day  of  April  and." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  read  a  second  time  and  passed,  in  the 
following  form: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  to  the  City  Council  a  list  of 
the  names  and  residences  of  householders  in  Bos- 
ton during  the  winter  months  who  have  moved 
from  the  city  between  the  first  day  of  April  and 
the  first  of  May,  1880,  together  with  the  amount 
of  property  in  each  case  lost  to  the  city,  for  the 
purposes  of  taxation,  by  such  action  of  the  own- 
ers. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.     Sent  up. 

Report  and  ordinance  in  relation  to  telegraph 
and  telephone  wires  (City  Doc.  51), with  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  said  ordinance  and  insert  the 
one  in  City  Doc.  No.  64  in  place  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitinore  of  Ward  12  the 
whole  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up; 

Order  to  arrange  for  a  visit  of  the  City  Council, 
Park  Commissioners,  City  Engineer,  City  Survey- 
or, the  Assistants  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 


and  the  reporters,  to  the  sites  proposed  for  parks 
in  West  Roxbury  and  South  Boston. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  and  passed 
in  concurrence— yeas  65,  nays  0. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Parkman,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

Report  and  two  accompanying  ordinances  to 
amend  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Police 
Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, both  ordinances  were  read  a  second  time 
and  passed  in  concurrence. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.Whitmore,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  concerning  the  printing  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  Auditor's  Annual  Report.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  to  build  an  addition  to  the  Prince 
Schoolhouse,  furnish  a  new  boiler,  and  repair  the 
ventilating  apparatus,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
§25,000.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  finance. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  this  was  merely 
to  make  one  long  sentence  into  two  short  ones, 
striking  out  the  word  "and"  a,nd  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  word  "he." 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

At  this  point  the  special  assignment  was  taken 
up  and  disposed  of,  after  which  the  order  of  un- 
finished business  was  resumed. 

Order  to  construct  a  covered  channel  to  carry 
the  waters  of  Stony  Brook  through  the  Back  Bay 
park  to  Charles  River,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed 
$110,000. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  21  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Parks. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  it  had  been  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks,  and  was  considered  carefully 
and  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Esti- 
mates, and  the  appropriation  made.  This  is 
merely  to  authorize  the  Park  Commissioners  to 
do  the  work. 

Mr.  Pratt  explained  that  the  consideration  of 
the  matter  had  been  only  incidental  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks,  and  its  merits  had  not  been  be- 
fore the  committee  in  uroper  form. 

Mr.  Austin  said  it  was  necessary  to  do  this  in 
order  to  complete  some  street  improvement,  and 
that  was  the  reason  the  appropriation  was  voted 
by  the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates. 

Mr.  Swift  explained  that  it  had  been  before  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  considered,  and  by  them 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parks.  It  had  ap- 
peared that  the  filling  of  Commonwealth  avenue 
could  not  be  proceeded  with  until  this  was  done. 

Mr.  Coe  read  from  the  Auditor's  estimates  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Parks,  including  this 
item  in  their  estimates,  and  thought  that  as  it 
had  been  before  three  committees,  the  reference 
was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  explained  that  this  had 
no  connection  with  the  Stony  Brook  matter  be- 
fore the  Government  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years.  It  should  really  be  called  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  Back  Bay  park. 

Mr.  Pratt  explained  that  there  were  several 
matters  in  connection  with  the  work  which  had 
not  been  considered  by  any  committee,  and  had 
really  not  been  before  the  Committee  on  Parks  in 
the  form  of  an  order;  and  a  question  of  such 
magnitude  should  be  considered  before  the  work 
was  done. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parks.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  order  to  establish  a  system  of  high- 
water  service  for  supply  of  Cochitiiate  water  to 
East  Boston,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  833,500. 
Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Greenough  moved  a 
reconsideration.    Lost. 

Order  to  purchase  from  J.  P.  Putnam  and  Ly- 
man Mason,  trustees,  a  parcel  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Elmo  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue,  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  S4500,  as  a  site  for  a  two-room, 
wooden  Primary  Schoolhouse.  Passed.  Mr.  Coe 
moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  contract  with  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  for  a  lease  for  a  term  of  years  of  a 
building  to  be  erected  on  land  of  said  association, 
adapted  to  the  uses  and  wants  of  the  South  End 
Branch  of  the  Public  Library,  at  a  rental  not  ex- 
ceeding §1500  per  annum.    City  Doc.  63. 
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Mr.  Coe  moved  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting 
at  eight  o'clock,  as  many  members  had  not  had 
an  opportunity  to  visit  the  library. 

Mr.,  Child  of  Ward  17  had  no  objection  to  ob- 
taining more  light,  but  there  was  a  full  discus- 
sion at  the  last  meeting  and  he  was  inclined  to 
think  members  were  prepared  to  vote. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Libra- 
ry, with  instruction  to  give  a  public  hearing. 

Mr.  Coe  withdrew  the  motion  to  assign  and  the 
question  came  upon  the  recommitment  with  in- 
structions. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  substitute  the  majori- 
ty report  for  the  report  of  the  minority  adopted 
at  the  last  meeting.  Since  the  last  meeting  an 
ex-Alderman  had  authorized  him  to  offer  to  the 
city  a  buildiag  on  Shawmut  avenue  within  two 
or  three  doors  of  New  con  street,  on  a  ten  years' 
lease,  for  one  thousand  dollars  a  year,  a  larger 
building  than  the  one  owned  by  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association. 

Mr.  Child  thought  there  might  be  something 
delusive  about  such  an  offer,  as  the  house  would 
probably  have  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  library, 
while  that  of  the  association  is  all  ready  to  be 
used,  with  light,  heat  and  janitor's  service  fur- 
nished. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  the  whole  subject 
was  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Library  with  instructions  to  give  a  public  hear- 
ing. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

DUPLICATE  NAMES  OF  HIGHWAYS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  Council  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  eight  o'clock,  viz.: 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a  commission  of 
five  citizens  to  consider  and  report  a  scheme  for 
reducing-  the  number  of  duplicate  names  of  high- 
ways, said  commission  to  serve  without  compen- 
sation. 

Mr.  Wheeler  said  this  is  an  important  matter, 
affecting  titles  to  real  estate,  and  be  would  not 
be  willing  to  vote  upon  it  until  it  had  been  con- 
sidered by  a  committee.  He  moved  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Streets. 

Mr.  Whitmore  siid  this  was  the  thiid  step  in 
the  scheme  recommended  unanimously  by  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  last  year.  The  Street 
Commissioners,  under  the  new  law,  can  change 
any  name  of  a  street  they  please,  and  that  is  a 
very  grave  responsibility.  The  Commissioners 
have  no  time  to  look  up  this  matter. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  asked  if  the  Commis- 
sioners could  not  consider  this  matter  as  well  as 
an  outside  commission. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  Commissioners  have 
other  duties  to  perform.  Any  recommendation 
will  have  to  be  submitted  to  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  said  he  had  understood 
the  Street  Commissioners  are  willing  to  consider 
it.    He  favored  reference  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wheeler  said  all  the  lawyers  familiar  with 
examination  of  titles  would  see  the  necessity  of 
acting  with  great  care  in  this  matter. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets— 26  for,  20  against. 

Mr.  Wheeler  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
will  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

TRUSTEES   OF  CITY  IIOKPITAL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  votes  rejecting  the  confirmation  of 
the  Mayor's  appointments  of  Israel  Cohen  and 
M.  P.  Gavin  as  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  it  is  desired,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  a  division  of  the  question.  This  matter  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  is  one  which 
calls  for  the  exercise  of  some  generosity  on  the 
part  of  the  majority  of  this  Council.  It  is  well 
known  than  one  political  party  has  nearly  a  two- 
thiras  vote  in  this  body,  with  power  to  keep  on 
rejecting  nominations  of  his  Honor  indefinitely. 
They  will  agree  that  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of 
the. city,  particularly  when  a  change  has  been 
made  in  the  management  of  the  hospital,  to  leave 
two  vacancies  any  longer.  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
has  heretofore  considered  political  matters  in  the 
nominations,  and  appointed  representatives  of 
the  opposite  party  on  boards  consisting  of  three 
members.  In  this  case  the  longer  terms  have 
been  given  to  the  Republicans,  and  only  the 
two  short  terms  to  the  Democrats.  No  objection 
has  been  made  to  the  services  of  the  nominees 
during  the  past  year.  Dr.  Gavin  has  long  been 
connected  with  the  hospital  as  a  member  of  the 


staff.  The  only  reason  urged  against  him  was 
that  one  member  of  the  Council  went  round  and 
said  he  was  opposed  to  the  incorporation  of  the 
hospital  and  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.  This  is 
not  the  way  to  encourage  the  expression  of  an 
honest  opinion.  Dr.  Gavin  is  amply  competent 
to  be  a  trustee.  Mr.  Cohen  represents  a  certain 
element  in  the  community,  many  of  whom  go  to 
the  hospital.  I  think  he  is  the  kind  of  person  we 
want  to  put  upon  the  board.  The  minority  should 
be  represented. 

Mr.  Perkins  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  inquire 
if  the  mover  of  this  reconsideration  voted  against 
the  confirmation  of  these  gentlemen. 

The  President — It  is  perfectly  in  order.  The 
rules  require  that  the  mover  of  a  reconsideration 
shall  vote  with  the  prevailing  party.  The  Chair 
does  not  know  how  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
voted. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  have  carefully  considered  this 
subject.  With  all  deference  to  the  Chair,  I  think 
the  rule  relates  to  a  motion  upon  which  there 
has  been  a  division  of  the  house.  It  is  impossi- 
ble for  a  person  to  say  definitely  which  way  he 
voted  on  a  ballot.  A  man  with  the  best  inten- 
tions may  have  intended  to  deposit  a  certain  bal- 
lot, and  still  cannot  tell  which  way  he  voted.  If 
the  Chair  will  refer  to  Cushing  he  will  see  that  all 
the  decisions  upon  this  question  are  in  regard  to 
such  action  upon  which  there  is  to  be  a  division 
of  the  house.  Cushing  states  that  where  there  is 
no  division  of  the  House,  the  presumption  is  that 
every  member  voted  in  the  prevailing  style.  I 
put  a  piece  of  paper  into  the  box,  but  I  cannot 
swear  whether  I  voted  yes  or  no.  I  understand 
this  rejection  was  made  after  a  private  consulta- 
tion, and  I  hope  it  will  be  reconsidered. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  no 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  move  a  reconsideration 
in  this  case  unless  he  voted  against  confirmation, 
but  the  Chair  has  no  evidence  which  way  the  gen- 
tleman voted. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  hope  the  reconsideration  will 
not  prevail.  After  this  Council  has  twice  ex- 
pressed its  preference,  it  seems  like  treating  this 
assemblage  like  a  parcel  of  boys  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter up  again.  There  is  no  question  as  to  the  deci- 
sion having  been  political  in  any  way  at  all.  Poli- 
tics were  not  brought  into  the  question.  What 
the  party  in  power  may  have  done  last  year  I 
have  nothing  to  say.  I  understand  Mr.  Cohen 
has  had  no  previous  training  or  qualifi- 
cation for  the  position  of  trustee  of  the  hospital. 
There  is  no  question  in  regard  to  the  ab.Uity  of 
Dr.  Gavin  as  a  physician  and  surgeon,  but  I  do 
not  think  he  is  a  proper  person  for  trustee  of  the 
hospital.  His  record  during  the  time  he  has  been 
trustee  is  such  as  should  not  lead  us  to  vote  for 
him  again. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  thought  Mr.  Whitmore 
was  mistaken  in  regard  to  there  having  been  a 
caucus,  for  he  had  not  been  invited.  He  should 
vote  against  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Devlin  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Bailey  said  he  should  vote  against  recon- 
sideration, although  he  voted  for  one  of  the  nomi- 
nees, because  after  two  rejections  the  Council 
should  adhere  to  their  deliberate  action. 

Mr.  Devlin— I  hope  the  reconsideration  will 
prevail.  I  do  not  think  the  matter  has  had  due 
consideration.  Dr.  Gavin  was  chosen  after  a 
competitive  examination  to  be  first  surgeon  at 
the  hospital.  He  afterwards  served  eight  years 
as  visiting  physician.  I  do  not  know  what  his 
disqualifications  are.    I  do  not   agree  with  the 

fentleman  from  Ward  12  in  regard  to  politics.  I 
now  Dr.  Gavin  personally,  as  a  scholar  and  a 
physician,  and  not  as  a  Democrat.  I  believe  many 
Republicans  voted  for  him.  The  people  of  South 
Boston  feel  they  could  not  have  a  better  repre- 
sentative on  that  board,  and  they  have  no  repre- 
sentative there  now.  . 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5—1  was  originally  not  in 
favor  of  these  boards  and  taking  away  the  power 
from  our  hands.  But  this  thing  has  been  crowd- 
ed through.  The  egg  is  laid,  and  the  chicken  has 
got  round  to  it.  I  am  not  disappointed.  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  has  the  prerogative  to  nomi- 
nate, and  knowing  nothing  against  the  candidate 
I  cannot  see  anything  to  make  me  vote  against  it. 
I  voted  for  Dr.  Gavin.  Two  trustees  who  have 
acted  with  him  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  Dr. 
Gavin.  What  better  evidence  could  you  have.  I 
hardly  know  the  gentleman  by  sight.  If  there  is 
anything  against  him,  out  with  it.  I  believe  it  is 
our  duty  to  reconsider  and  then  vote  to  confirm 
Dr.  Gavin. 

Mr.  Perkins — No  one  brings  any  charges  against 
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the  ability  or  education  of  Dr.  Gavin.  But  there 
is  a  general  feeling  among  the  trustees  that  it 
would  be  better  not  to  have  a  physician  there.  I 
am  told  that  Dr.  Gavin  has  pursued  such  a  course 
that  makes  him  objectionable  as  a  trustee. 

Mr.  Sibley— That  is  the  pith  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter. If  he  has  done  anything  objectionable  let  us 
find  it  out.  Rumors  have  been  afloat  that  one  or 
two  doctors  run  the  whole  institution.  When 
doctors  disagree  what  shall  we  do  ?  If  Dr.  Gavin 
is  a  man  of  education  and  has  advanced  opinions 
and  made  some  stir,  I  would  rather  have  him 
there  than  a  dozen  dead  men.  When  he  raises 
questions,  if  he  is  wrong  the  trustees  can  vote 
him  down.  I  like  a  man  with  blood  enough  in  his 
veins  to  stir  people  up,  and  has  boldness  enough 
to  advance  his  opinions. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— From  Dr.  Gavin's  ex- 
perience it  appears  that  he  has  been  a  No.  1  mem- 
ber. He  was  rejected  not  on  account  of  his  disa- 
bility, but  for  fear  he  will  prevent  some  of  their 
schemes.  I  think  the  action  of  the  Council  in  re- 
jecting him  was  not  based  upon  good  knowledge. 

Mr.  Wheeler  asked  for  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
whether  it  should  not  appear  affirmatively  that 
the  person  making  the  motion  to  reconsider  voted 
with  the  prevailing  party. 

The  President  read  Rule  66  and  said— The  Chair 
is  of  opinion  that  it  must  appear  affirmatively 
that  a  person  voted  with  the  majority  to  enable 
him  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Ward  inquired  if  it  is  not  the  presumption 
that  a  person  who  makes  the  motion  to  reconsider 
voted  with  the  majority. 

The  President  said  it  was  not,  and  to  carry  out 
the  spirit  of  an  intention  of  the  Council  it  is  prop- 
er that  it  should  appear  affirmatively  to  the  Coun-* 
cil  that  the  gentleman  voted  with  the  majority. 

Mr.  Coe  asked  if  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  to 
reconsider  was  out  of  order. 

The  President  decided  that  the  motion  to  re- 
consicer  was  out  of  order  unless  Mr.  Whitmore 
voted  with  the  majority. 

Mr.  Pray  moved  a  reconsideration  iu  The  case 
of  Dr.  Gavin,  stating  that  he  voted  against  con- 
firmation. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Christal,  the  Council  proceeded  to  ballot 
upon  the  question  of  confirming  the  nomination 
of  Dr.  Gavin. 

Committee— Messrs.  Christal  of  Ward  8,  Saw- 
yer of  Ward  24,  Pray  of  Ward  5. 

Whole  number  of  votes 60 

Necessary  for  a  choice 31 

Yes 33 

No 27 

The  nomination  of  Dr.  Gavin  was  confirmed  in 
concurrence. 

auditor's    exhibit. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  general  and  spe- 
cial appropriations  for  May  1  (City  Doc.  671)  was 
received  and  sent  up. 

Unexpended  balances,  §13,185,069.49. 

TREASURY      DEPARTMENT. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  City  Treasurer  and 
City  Collector,  and  City  Treasurer  as  Treasurer  of 
the  Dorchester  Trust  Fund,  were  severally  re- 
ceived and  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department.    Severally  sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7— Petition  of  John  Mc- 
Carthy to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  by  a  fall 
on  P  street  while  in  the  employ  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Common  and  Squares.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Common.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— Petition  of  J.  N. 
George  for  leave  to  locate  a  small  fixture  on  an 
engine  house  to  supnort  a  telephone  wire.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Sent 
up. 

RECORD     COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  request  of  the  Record  Commissioners 
in  relation  to  copying  and  printing  certain 
special  volumes  of  records,  with  certain  or- 
ders accompanying  the  same,  would  respect- 
fully report  that  the  orders  substituted  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  with  the  order  authorizing  a 
transfer  of  $1500  from  the  appropriation  for 
Printing,  etc.,  to  that  for  Record  Commissioners, 
ought  to  pass.  This  they  believe  to  be  the 
proper  method  of  meeting  the  expense  to  be  in- 
curred, each  appropriation  bearing  its  proper  pro- 


portion, and  showing  clearly  the  cost  of  copying 
and  printing  under  appropriate  heads. 
For  the  committee. 

Henry  F.  Coe. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  passed 
as  recommended  by  the  committee — yeas  65, 
nays  0. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Daniel  L.  Garfield  to  be  compensated  tor  injuries 
received  from  a  collision  with  a  hose  carriage. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

DIRECTOR  OF  THE   FERRIES. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19  submitted  a  report 
nominating  Henry  Parkman  of  Ward  9  for  a 
director  of  the  East  Boston  ferries,  in  place  of 
Benjamin  Brintnall,  resigned.  Accepted,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Anthony  a  ballot  was  ord&red. 

Committee — Messrs.  Anthony  of  Ward  19,  Blake- 
more  of  Ward  23  and  Lovell  of  Ward  1. 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  for  a  choice 30 

Clarence  B.  Lovell 1 

Paul  H.  Kendricken 1 

D.J.  Sweeney,  Jr 13 

Henry  Parkman 43 

Mr.  Parkman  was  elected.    Sent  up. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  3  offered  an  order— That 
the  hour  of  meeting  of  the  Council  be  at  eight 
o'clock  instead  of  7.30  P.  M.,  until  otherwise  or- 
dered. Declaied  rejected.  Mr.  Lovell  doubted 
the  vote,  the  Council  was  divided,  20  for,  23 
againt. 

THE  REGISTRATION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  the  City  Clerk  be  instructed  to  prepare,  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  a  new  edition  of  Docu- 
ment 100,  1879,  and  publish  the  same,  the  cost  not 
to  exceed  $300,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Printing. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  this  document 
was  a  collection  of  the  laws  in  relation  to 
assessments  and  voting.  There  had  been  many 
changes,  and  the  edition  was  nearly  exhausted. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  did  not  think  it  was 
necessary  to  have  the  document  printed,  as  the 
Legislature  had  printed  a  larger  number  of  the 
laws  and  resolves  than  usual. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Printing.    Sent  up. 

PLAY    GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Blakemore  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order- 
That  the  sum  of  $1000  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
in  providing  play  grounds  in  different  sections  of 
the  city.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

BATHING. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Bathing  con- 
sider and  report  if  any  ordinance  is  needed  to 
prevent  bathing  in  ponds  within  the  city  limits. 

Mr.  Bigelow — The  present  ordinance  was  passed 
before  annexation.  It  prohibits  swimming  in  wa- 
ters surrounding  the  city,  and  says  nothing  about 
ponds.  They  have  been  bathing  in  a  pond  in 
Ward  25;  the  police  were  notified,  but  the  judge 
refused  to  grant  a  warrant  on  account  of  the  ordi- 
nance not  covering  that  water. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

NEW    COURT    HOUSE. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  proposition  to  purchase  a 
site  for  a  Court  House  in  Peinberton  square,  thus 
involving  the  city  in  an  expenditure  tor  a  very 
large  amount,  is  uncalled  for  at  the  present  time, 
as  in  the  judgment  of  this  Common  Council 
ample  provision  can  be  made  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  courts  at  very  much  less  cost  else- 
where. 

Mr.  Bailey  asked  for  some  explanation. 

Mr.  Coe — I  do  not  propose  to  debate  it.  I  should 
not  feel  able  to  do  so  if  I  was  so  disposed.  The 
Court  House  question  is  pretty  well  understood. 
It  seems  to  be  settled  that  the  Common  Council 
has  no  voice  in  the  selection  of  a  site;  but  we  shall 
be  called  upon  to  vote  the  appropriation,  and  it 
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seems  no  more  than  right  that  we  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  our  opinion  upon  this 
very  grave  subject.  If  I  understand  the  sentiment 
of  this  body  aright  they  are  opposed  to  the  propo- 
sition now  pending  before  the  Aldermen  "to  in- 
volve the  city  in  this  very  large  expense.  I  there- 
fore offer  this  resclve  that  we  may  express  our 
minds  upon  it  before  being  called  upon  to  vote 
the  appropriation. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
whereby  the  order  in  relation  to  Stony  Brook  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parks,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  of 
Ward  9. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    17,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  May  17, 1880. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— The  Com- 
monwealth having  granted  the  city  of  Boston  a 
parcel  of  land  on  the  corner  of  Dartmouth  and 
Boylston  streets  for  library  purposes  (chap.  222, 
acts  of  1880,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted), I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  resolution 
accepting  the  grant  be  passed  by  your  honorable 
body.  Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Library.  Sent 
down. 

executive  appointment. 

Trustee  of  City  Hospital  for  two  years— Benja- 
min F.  Stacey.    Confirmed.    Sent  down. 
petitions  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions 
for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  Silas 
Potter,  27  and  29  Alaska  street;  S.  H.  Whitwell, 
corner  Beacon  and  Newbury  streets;  J.  J.  Smith, 
780  Dudley  street;  Asa  Wyinan,  on  Columbus  and 
New  Seaver  streets,  Dorchester;  Robert  Bishop, 
115  "West  Sixth  street,  and  167  West  Sixth  street. 

W. H. Fitzpatrick  et  a?., that  Dorchester  avenue 
be  graded  between  "Washington  and  Codman 
streets;  John  Finnerty  et  al.,  that  Conant  street 
be  graded,  and  edgestones  laid  near  Bumstead 
lane;  John  Bainard  et  al.,  that  Parker  street 
from  Tremont  to  Ward  streets,  be  watered; 
Joseph  E.  Hall  etal.,  that  Dorchester  avenue  at 
Milton  Lower  Mills  be  graded  to  established 
grade. 

Telephone  Despatch  Company,  for  leave  to  set 
poles  on  Charles  River  avenue,  "Water  and  Foss 
streets,  Charlestown;  E.  M.  McPherson  et  al.,  that 
the  city  defray  a  portion  of  the  expense  of  water- 
ing Putnam  square;  Boston  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Union  et  al.,  that  Farnsworth  street  be  graded 
and  put  in  order. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
lay  an  additional  track  in  Sumner  street,  as  far 
as  Maverick  square. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
lay  tracks  in  Dartmouth  street  from  Tremont  to 
Marlborough  street,  and  on  Huntington  avenue 
to  West  Chester  park. 

Proprietors  of  India  wharf,  for  brick  sidewalks 
in  front  of  253  and  257  Atlantic  avenue;  Lewis 
Whitaker  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  portion  of 
the  expense  of  watering  Norfolk  avenue. 

William  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  East  Fourth,  near  H  street,  to  East  Broad- 
way, opposite  horse-car  stables. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  by 
D.  S.  Ford,  new  brick,  ten  horses,  at  82  Northamp- 
ton street,  Ward  18;  J.  O.  Tubbs,  old  wooden,  two 
horses,  corner  Union  and  Winship  streets,  AVard 
25;  Mary  Laudin,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  Bailey 
street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Sarah  E.  Holland  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for 
land  claimed    by  them,  taken   to  widen  Beach 

StTGGt 

To  Committee  on  Licenses.  Highland  Street 
Railway  Company,  for  license  to  run  lines  of 
coaches  between  Forest  Hills  station,  West 
Roxbury,  and  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  and  between 
Grove  Hall  and  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Report 
on  the  decayed  condition  of  the  flagstaff  on  Lewis 
park. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Andrew 
P.  Wilson,  lor  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  Warren  Bridge;  Harriet  J.  Lothrop, 
to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  received 
on  Chandler  street;  Margaret  Maloney,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  injuries  received  on  Rutherford  ave- 
nue, May  7,  1880;  Michael  Barry,  to  be  compensat- 
ed for  damages  done  to  his  vehicle  in  Charles 
street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Notice  from  the  School  Committee  of  abandon- 
ment oi  the  Wall-street  Schoolhouse. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Leonard  Pickering,  to  extend 
a  wooden  building  on  47  Everett  street,  Ward  2. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  George  B.  Chad- 
bourn  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Washington  street, 
Ward  24,  from  School  to  Harvard  streets;  Edward 
Wise,  agent  for  a  sewer  in  Centre  street,  between 
Lamartine  and  Wise  place;  E.  A.  Perkins,  for  a 
sewer  in  Neponset  avenue  from  Walnut  and  Tay- 
lor streets. 

appeal  to  a  jury. 

Notice  was  received  from  Edward  H.  Williams 
et  a?.,  trustees,  of  an  appeal  to  a  jury  from  assess- 
ment for  a  sewer  in  Centre  and  Pond  streets. 
Placed  on  file. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company,  accepting  their  twen- 
ty-second location,  granted  by  this  board  May 
10th,  inst.    Placed  on  file. 

HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

Hearings  were  had  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing sewers  as  follows: 

In  Pleasant  street,  Ward  24. 

In  Adams  and  Lincoln  streets. 

In  Washington  street,  between  Ruggles  and 
Eustis  streets. 

In  Camden  street. 

In  Downer  and  Tremont  streets. 

In  Forest  Hills  street. 

In  Commercial  and  other  streets. 

No  objections,  and  severally  recommitted  to 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

A  hearing  was  also  had  on  the  expediency  of 
constructing  a  sewer  in  Elmore  and  Walnut 
streets. 

A.  H.  Bean  appeared  and  presented  a  remon- 
strance representing  all  the  estates  on  Walnut 
street  except  two. 

Mr.  Bradford  objected  to  being  assessed  for  the 
sewer,  as  his  land  was  so  depressed  from  the 
street  he  could  not  use  the  sewer.  There  is  no 
more  necessity  for  the  sewer  than  there  was  when 
the  sewer  in  Dale  street  was  built,  no  more  houses 
having  been  erected. 

Order  recommitted,  and  remonstrance  referred 
to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  order  to  remove  fences  from  some  of  the 
public  squares  came  up  with  an  amendment 
proposed,  so  that  said  order  shall  "not  apply  to 
fences  around  squares  which  were  erected  upon 
agreements  with  abutters,  etc.,"  and  referred  to 
Committee  on  Common.    Concurred. 

An  order  to  authorize  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a 
commission  of  five  persons  to  report  a  scheme  for 
reducing  the  duplicate  names  of  streets  came  up 
referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Con- 
curred. The  order  for  the  Park  Commissioners 
to  construct  a  covered  channel  for  waters  of 
Stony  Brook  in  the  Back  Bay  park  came  up  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks. 

Alderman  Breck— This  matter  was  considered 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  who  recom- 
mended an  appropriation  of  $110,000,  which  was 
reported  upon  favorably  by  the  Committee  on 
Auditor's  Estimates,  and  the  appropriation  was 
made  by  the  City  Council.  There  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  again  come  before  the  Committee 
on  Parks.  The  work  is  waiting  for  the  passage  of 
an  order  authorizing  it  to  be  clone. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  Board  non- 
concurred  in  the  reference.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order  to  purchase  a  parcel  of  land 
near  Elmo  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue  for  a 
primary  schoolhouse  site,  at  a  cost  $4500.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Auditor's  exhibit  for  the  mouth  of  May,  1880. 
(City  Doc.  71.)    Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  orders  for  copying  and  printing 
certain  old  volumes  of  records.  Orders  passed  in 
concurrence— yeas  10,  nays  0. 

Report  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  Dan- 
iel L.  Garfield,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received  by 
collision  with  a  hose  earriage.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Nomination  and  election  of  Henry  Parkman  as 
a  Director  of  the  East  Boston  Ferries  in  place  of 
Benjamin  Brintnall,  resigned. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Thorndike  an  election 
was  ordered.  Committee— Aldermen  Thorndike 
and  Whitten. 

Whole  number  of  votes 10 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Henry  Parkman 9 

Daniel  J.  Sweeny,  Sr 1 


MAY       17,      1880. 
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Mr.  Parkman  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

A  petition  from  John  McCarty  to  be  compen- 
sated tor  injuries  received,  came  up  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Common.  On  motion  of  Alder- 
man Breck  the  Board  non-concurred  in  the  refer- 
ence, and  referred  the  petition  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Claims.    Sent  down. 

Order  for  republication  of  City  Doc.  100  of  1879 
— being  a  compilation  of  the  election  laws  appli- 
cable to  Boston.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Finance  of  an  order 
to  appropriate  $1000  to  provide  playgrounds  in 
this  city.    Concurred. 

Order  proposing  to  prohibit  bathing  in  ponds 
within  this  city.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

The  annual  accounts  of  the  City  Collector  and 
City  Treasurer  for  1879-80  were  received.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department,  in 
concurrence. 

The  order  for  the  Assessors  to  furnish  a  list  of 
the  names  of  persons,  together  with  their  resi- 
dences, who,  being  taxable  in  Boston,  have  re- 
moved from  the  city  to  avoid  taxation,  together 
with  the  amount  lost  to  the  city  thereby,  came  up 
amended  so  as  to  read  "householders"  instead  of 
taxable  persons;  and  to  strike  out  "prior"  and 
insert  "from  the  first  of  April";  also  to  strike  out 
"to  avoid  taxation."    Concurred. 

Report  and  ordinance  in  relation  to  telegraph 
and  telephone  wires  (City  Doc.  51), with  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  said  ordinance  and  insert  the 
one  in  City  Doc.  No.  64  in  place  thereof,  came  up 
referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Con- 
curred. 

Order  to  contract  with  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  for  a  lease  for  a  term  of  years  of  a 
buildiDg  to  be  erected  on  land  of  said  association, 
adapted  to  the  uses  and  wants  of  the  South  End 
branch  of  the  Public  Library,  at  a  rental  not  ex- 
ceeding $1500  per  annum  (City  Doc.  63);  also  a  re- 
port of  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Library  recommending  the  purchase  of  a 
building  and  land  on  Springfield  street  for  $18,000, 
came  up  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Library;  with  directions  to  give  a  public  hear- 
ing on  the  subject.    Concurred. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  seventh  annual  report  (City  Doc.  58)  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  was  received,  and 
sent  down. 

Organization. 

The  number  of  men  in  the  department  does  not 
materially  differ  from  that  given  in  former  re- 
ports— 

Permanent  men 249 

Call  men 333 

Fire-alarm  branch 11 

Clerks 3 

Commissioners 3 

Total 599 

The  number  on  the"  permanent  force  has  been 
increased  by  three. 

Houses. 
The  houses  of  the  department  are  in  good  con- 
dition, and  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of 
similar  departments  throughout  the  country.  In 
the  houses  of  the  call  companies  it  was  usual  for 
the  members  to  assemble  on  the  floor,  no  sitting 
rooms  having  been  provided  for  them.  Within  a 
few  months  a  room  in  each  house  has  been  fitted 
up  for  the  use  of  the  call  members,  where  they 
are  obliged  to  assemble  once  a  week,  between 
the  hours  of  seven  and  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  to 
read  the  rule3  and  general  orders  of  the  board. 
In  many  of  these  rooms  the  members,  at  their 
own  expense,  have  placed  billiard  tables,  by  per- 
mission of  the  board.  The  change  from  the 
floor  system  has  proved  beneficial.  It  has  made 
the  floors  of  our  call  houses  quiet,  orderly,  and 
as  free  from  smoke  as  those  of  the  houses  of 
the  permanent  companies.  It  attracts  nightly  a 
larger  number  of  our  call  men  than  heretofore 
visited  the  houses,  and  makes  their  services  more 
effective  in  case  of  fire. 

This  board  has  for  some  time  felt  the  necessity 
of  utilizing  the  "Scott-Uda  Aerial  Ladder"  in  a 
quicker  space  of  time  than  heretofore.  It  has 
been  the  practice  to  send  for  it  from  the  scene  of 
the  Are,  if  it  were  needed,  and  much  valuable 
time  was  lost  thereby.  As  this  ladder  is  the  only 
one  which  can  reach  the  roofs-of  high  buildings- 
being  100  feet  long,  and  as  the  time  may  come 
when  it  may  be  necessary  to  have  it  first  on  the 
scene,  especially  in  case  of  fire  in  our  large  hotels 
and  model  buildings— the  board  has  equipped  it, 


taken  it  from  the  house  of  Engine  Company  25, 
refitted  old  Engines  house,  on  Washington  street, 
near  Dover,  and  there  located  it,  and  ordered  that 
it  respond  to  first  alarms  from  boxes  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  our  high  hotels  and  buildings.  The  change 
will  only  involve  the  employment  of  a  permanent 
driver  and  the  maintenance  of  a  pair  of  horses. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  this 
board,  the  City  Council  has  appropriated  the  sum 
of  $6000  for  the  establishment  of  a  call  hook  and 
ladder  company  in  the  Highland  District.  A  con- 
tract has  already  been  entered  into  tor  building  a 
truck  for  the  new  company,  and,  when  finished 
and  equipped,  it  will  be  located  in  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Hose  Company  No.  7,  on  Tremout 
street,  near  Cabot  street.  This  company,  when 
established,  will  supply  a  want  long  felt  in  that 
section  of  the  city.  It  will  respond  to  alarms  of 
tire  from  the  Tremont-street  section  of  the  High- 
lands and  the  Back  Bay.  This  latter  part  of  the 
city  will  in  a  few  years  be  tilled  with  costly  resi- 
dences, and  will  require  additional  protection 
from  tire.  In  the  judgment  of  this  board  it  would 
be  wise  economy  to  buy  a  lot  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Prince  School,  to  be  utilized  at  no  distant  day  for 
a  chemical  or  steam  tire-engine  company's  house. 
Apparatus. 

The  condition  of  the  several  pieces  of  apparatus 
is  good.  The  boilers  of  the  engines  that  are  get- 
ting old  are  being  replaced  with  new  ones  from 
time  to  time. 

No  new  apparatus  has  been  purchased  during 
the  year,  with  the  exception  of  a  Concord  wagon 
for  the  use  of  the  Chief  Engineer;  but  on  several 
pieces  of  apparatus  extensive  repairs  have  been 
made  at  the  repair  shop,  rendering  them  as  good 
as  new.    Among  those  thus  repaired  are — 

Engines  1,  8,  9,  10,  12,  14,  15, 16,  19,  20,  21,  26,  27 
and  29. 

Hose  Carriages  5,  6,  9  and  12. 

Chemical  Engines  4  and  7. 

Hook  and  Ladders  1,  7  and  8. 

Two  new  hose  carriages  have  been  built  at  the 
repair  shop,  as  also  a  sleigh  for  the  use  of  the 
Commissioners. 

The  Apparatus  Repiair  Shop>. 

The  establishment  of  this  shop  in  connection 
with  the  Fire  Department  has  proved  a  great  suc- 
cess. The  work  of  the  department  is  there  done 
in  the  shortest  space  of  time,  and  at  cost  prices. 
Ten  men  are  permanently  employed,  together 
with  detailed  men  from  the  department  when  ad- 
ditional help  is  required. 

The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  begs  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  City  Council  to  the  unsuit- 
able condition  of  the  repair  shop  for  the  work  of 
this  department.  The  shop  is  too  small  for  the 
work  required,  and  is  an  unsuitable  building  in 
which  to  do  the  painting  of  the  apparatus. 

The  hose  and  harness  shop  is  also   situated   in 
another  building,  and  it  would  bo  a  great  advan- 
tage if  both  shops  were  under  one  roof. 
The  cost  of  maintaining  the  repair  shop  1  ~. .  .89,423.32 
Less  old  mateiial  exchanged  for  new 606.09 

Total ,$8,817.23 

Distributed  as  follows  : 

Kepair  of  apparatus 85,752.24 

Fire-alarm  telegraph,  and  bells  and  clocks...      883.66 

Engine  houses,  hose  aud  harness  shop 1,558  95 

Tools  and  small  supplies,  hydrants  and  reser- 
voirs       622.38 

88,817.23 
The  Hose  and  Harness  Shoj>, 
situated  in  house  of  Engine  25,  on  Fort  Hill 
square,  is  used  for  the  making  and  repairing  of 
harness  and  the  repair  of  hose.  In  it  are  em- 
ployed one  permanent  harness  maker,  and  others 
detailed  from  the  department.  Since  the  last  re- 
port the  commissioners  have  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  patentee  of  the  Speddy 
swinging  harness  to  use  it  in  this  department.  It 
is  estimated  that  it  will  save  from  thirty  to  fifty 
per  cent,  in  the  wear  and  tear  of  harness,  while 
it  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  horses 
of  the  department  continuously  harnessed,  as  is 
the  case  now. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  in  repairing  hose.. .  g655.36 
Less  old  material  exchanged  for  new 98.40 

8556.96 
Making  and  repairing  harnesses 1,340.72 

Total 81,897.68 

Hose. 

The  condition  of  the  hose  in  this  department  is 

good.     During  the  recent  tires  on  Federal  aud 
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Albany  streets  a  large  part  of  the  hose  in  the  de- 
partment was  brought  into  requisition  and  stood 
the  test  well,  few  pieces  bursting.  The  board 
deemed  it  expedient  to  increase  the  amount  of 
hose  now  in  the  department,  and  asked  for  a 
larger  appropriation  than  usual  this  year  ($10,000) 
for  that  purpose,  which  the  City  Council  granted. 
This  will  enable  the  board  to  increase  the  amount 
of  hose  in  use  10,000  feet  or  more.  During  the 
present  year  7329  feet  of  hose  have  been  pur- 
chased, and  5921  condemned, 
The  amount  now  in  use  is  as  follows: 

Rubber 14.447  feet. 

Cotton 31,349    " 

Leather 16,117    " 

Chemical 3,706    " 

Hand 2,737    " 

Suction 790    " 

Horses. 
The  number  of  horses  in  the  department  is  137, 
and  with  few  exceptions  they  are  in  good  condi- 
tion. A  hospital  for  sick  horses  has  been  estab- 
lished by  the  board  in  Hose  No.  7's  house,  where 
they  are  attended  by  George  F.  Stimson,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  department,  who  is  an  excellent  veter- 
inary surgeon,  and  to  whom,  under  the  chief,  is 
confided  the  inspection  and  care  of  the  horses  of 
the  department.  During  the  year  4  horses  have 
died,  18  have  been  exchanged,  and  22  have  been 
purchased; 

Water  and  Hydrants. 
The  city  is  at  present  well  supplied  with  hy- 
drants and  reservoirs  to  furnish  water  in  case  of 
fire.  The  Water  Board  furnishes  the  necessary 
facilities  whenever  requested.  During  the  past 
year  additional  hydrants  have  been  added,  viz. : 
Dowry  21,  Post  32,  Boston  28,  and  Boston  Y  24, 
making  a  total  of  hydrants  for  supplying  water 
in  case  of  Are  4311.  In  addition  to  this  protec- 
tion, the  city  has  216  fire  reservoirs,  capable  of 
holding  from  300  to  500  hogsheads  of  water. 

The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  begs  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  City  Council  to  the  large  tax 
which  this  department  pays  for  the  use  of  water 
at  fires,  altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  cost 
of  the  article  used. 

If  this  department  were  to  pay  what  private  in- 
dividuals are  taxed  for  the  use  of  water,  viz., 
two  cents  per  one  hundred  gallons,  the  cost  for 
water  used  in  extinguishing  tires  during  the  year 
would  not  exceed  §3000,  and  yet  under  the  ordi- 
nance which  allows  a  water  tax  of  §18  for  each 
hydrant,  the  sum  of  877,364  was  paid  for  the  use 
of  water  this  year,  in  addition  to  $12  for  the 
maintenance  and  care  of  each  hydrant,  making  a 
sum  total  of  $128,940  paid  by  this  department  for 
the  water  account— an  amount  which  must 
necessarily  increase  each  year  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  hydrants. 

This  tax  has  increased  from  §59,730  in  1871-72  to 
§128,940  in  1879-80.  The  Commissioners  are  aware 
that  the  answer  to  the  above  statement  is,  that 
the  Fire  Department  water  tax  enables  the  Water 
Department  to  charge  lower  rates  to  household 
consumers.  This,  it  seems  to  us,  is  no  argument 
in  favor  of  continuing  this  tax  and  charging  it  to 
the  expenses  of  the  Fire  Department,  though  it 
might  have  weight  if  used  as  an  argument  in 
favor  of  charging  in  the  general  appropriation  a 
certain  amount  for  the  Water  Department  to  be 
raised  by  general  taxation  on  all  property,  and 
thus  lessen  somewhat  the  water  rates  of  house- 
holders. The  Commissioners  ask  whether  the 
time  has  not  come  to  revise  the  rates  fixed  in  the 
ordinance  for  the  use  of  water  and  the  mainte- 
nance and  care  of  hydrants, 

Fire  Alarm  Telegraph. 
Since  the  last  report  a  change  has  taken  place 
in  the  office  of  Superintendent.  The  Commission- 
ers deemed  it  expedient  to  discharge  John  F.Ken- 
nard,  who  held  that  position  for  many  years,  and 
appoint  in  his  place  Captain  Brown  S.  Flanders. 

Captain  Flanders  is  a  thorough  mechanic,  an 
able  and  zealous  officer;  has  been  connected  with 
the  Fire  Department  for  many  years,  and  under 
his  supervision  the  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment will  be  carefully  watched.  The  expenses  of 
this  department  during  the  ensuing  year  will  be 
necessarily  large  as  compared  with  former  years. 
The  wires  on  many  of  the  circuits  will  have  to  be 
replaced  by  new  wires  and  their  location  changed 
to  prevent  their  coining  in  contact  with  the  nu- 
merous telegraph  and  telephone  wires  that  have 
been  laid  in  the  past  few  years.  The  constantly 
increasing  numbers  of  these  wires  are  seriously 
interferinsr  with  the  workings  of  our  fire-alarm 
telegraph,  and  the  utmost  care  on  the  part  of  the 
Fire  Alarm  Department  cannot  prevent  it. 


The  remedy  is  rendered  still  more  difficult  when 
trouble  occurs  at  night,  for  then  the  buildings 
and  dwelling  houses  upon  which  our  wires  rest 
are  closed. 

If  the  wires  of  the  fire-alarm  telegraph  were 
Kin  on  poles  in  the  business  portion  of  the  city, 
and  such  poles  were  used  solely  for  tire-alarm 
purposes,  the  difficulties  which  now  beset  it  would 
in  a  great  measure  be  removed.  By  a  recent  act 
of  the  Legislature  the  City  Council  of  any  city 
may  permit  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  to  be 
laid  under  any  public  way  or  square.  Telephonic 
science  has  not  as  yet  arrived  at  such  perfection 
as  to  permit  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  meth- 
od; but  the  fire-alarm  wires  can  be  so  laid,  and 
with  the  multiplicity  of  other  wires  the  Commis- 
sioners think  the  time  has  arrived  when  either 
the  pole  system  or  the  underground  plan  must  be 
adopted  in  the  central  portion  of  the  city  to  pro- 
tect our  fire-alarm. 

As  a  temporary  expedient  the  board  is  at  pres- 
ent trying  insulated  wire  to  be  run  from  the  cen- 
tral office  through  that  portion  of  the  city  where 
telegraph  and  telephone  wires  are  very  numerous. 
A  new  eighteen-pen  register  will  soon  be  substi- 
tuted for  that  which  has  been  in  use  for  many 
years,  and  which  had  only  ten  pens  with  fourteen 
circuits  connected  with  it. 

Hereafter  each  circuit  will  have  an  independent 
pen,  and  thus  will  be  avoided  the  danger  of  two 
alarms  coming  simultaneously  from  different  cir- 
cuits and  registering  on  one  pen.  Connected 
with  the  fire-alarm  office  are  fifty  public  bells, 
weighing  from  2000  to  4000  pounds,  besides  ninety- 
six  gongs, fifty-seven  tappers,  twenty-three  vibrat- 
ors, in  the  various  houses  of  the  department,  and  a 
powerful  whistle  on  the  Brighton  abattoir, 
all  of  which  sound  each  alarm  of  fire.  Complaint 
is  made  that  sometimes  one  or  more  of  the  bells 
fails  to  strike  the  alarm  correctly;  but,  with  the 
utmost  care,  failures  of  this  kind  will  occur.  The 
position  of  these  large  bells,  the  delicacy  of  the 
machinery  connected  with  them,  and  its  exposure 
to  dust  and  atmospheric  changes,  make  failures 
of  this  kind  possible,  although  everything  else 
may  be  in  thorough  working  order.  Boston  is 
the' only  city  which  rings  these  bells  to  such  an 
extent;  if  there  were  no  call  companies  in  the 
department  this  board  would  have  no  hesitation 
in  ordering  the  discontinuance  of  such  ringing. 
The  advantage  to  be  obtained  from  such  a  change 
would  be,  first,  it  would  render  more  certain  the 
working  of  the  fire-alarm  apparatus  in  case  of  an 
alarm;  it  would  do  away  with  the  crowd  of  idle 
spectators  who  now  gather  at  fires,  some  for  no 
honest  purpose,  and  would  thus  enable  the  mem- 
bers of  the  department  to  work  more  efficiently 
and  expeditiously.  The  alarm  could  be  more 
quickly  struck  on  the  gongs  and  tappers  in  the 
houses  of  the  department,  and  time  would  thus 
be  saved;  instead  of  one  blow  each  3%  seconds, 
one  blow  in  every  second  could  be  struck.  Con- 
nected with  the  tire-alarmjiffice  are  277  fire-alarm 
boxes  located  in  different  sections  of  the  city, 
which  are  increased  from  time  to  time  as  they 
are  needed. 

Fires. 

The  loss  by  fire  during  the  past  year  was  the 
largest  in  the  aggregate  since  the  formation  of 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners;  but,  with  the 
exception  of  the  tire  on  the  28th  of  December 
last,  was  the  smallest,  with  one  exception,  for 
twenty-five  years. 

The  losses  and  insurance  are  as  follows: 

Loss.  Insurance. 

On  buildings #375. 754.00       #2.381,898.00 

Oncontents  874,736.00  2,220,693.00 

Total J?l  ,250,490.00       04,602,591.00 

Less  loss  Federal-street 
fire 905,393.00 

#345,097.00 

The  loss  by  the  fire  In  building  Nos.  91  and  93 
Federal  street,  on  the  night  of  Dec.  28  and  29, 
amounted  to  $905,393. 

The  fire  occurred  on  Sunday  evening,  and  must 
have  been  burning  some  time  before  its  discov- 
ery. The  first  alarm  was  rung  in  at  10.58  V.  M., 
and  was  quickly  followed  by  a  second.  A  third 
was  ordered  by  the  Chief  Engineer;  but  telegraph 
wires  had,  in  the  meantime,  fallen  on  the  wires 
of  the  tire-alarm  telegraph,  cutting  off  all  com- 
munication with  the  central  office.  When  this 
fact  was  discovered,  a  messenger  was  despatched 
to  the  City  Hall,  and  a  general  alarm  ordered. 
The  delay  in  giving  the  alarm,  occasioned  by  this 
accident,  was  aj  serious  detriment  to  the  depart- 
ment in  arresting  the  progress  of  the  tire.    The 
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building  contained  inflammable  material,  and,  all 
efforts  to  save  it  proving  unavailing,  the  depart- 
ment turned  its  attention  to  preserving  the  adjoin- 
ing buildings.  The  buildings  on  either  side  of  the 
Miller  Building,  on  Federal  street  —  one  of 
which  was  literally  packed  through  all  its  stories 
with  wool  or  cotton— escaped  with  little  damage; 
but  the  buildings  situated  on  the  rear  of  the 
Miller  Building,  viz  ,  the  Hunnewell  Building  and 
the  Cathedral  Building,  fronting  on  Devonshire 
street,  were  consumed  by  the  fire,  the  former  par- 
tially, and  the  latter  wholly.  The  Miller  Build- 
ing, on  Federal  street,  and  the  Hunnewell  Build- 
ing on  Devonshire  street,  are  on  a  direct  line,  and 
the  same  party-wall  extended  form  their  norther- 
ly and  southerly  boundary;  they  are  separated  on 
the  rear  by  a  narrow  area  twenty  feet  wide,  for 
the  admission  of  light  and  air,  and  form  the  east- 
erly and  westerly  side  of  said  area.  Overlooking 
this  area  were  forty-two  (42)  windows  on  the  Hun- 
newell Building,  arid  as  large  a  number  on  the  Mil- 
ler Building,  all  supposed  to  be  protected  by  iron 
shutters.  The  Cathedral  Building,  on  Devon- 
shire street,  is  situated  north  of  the  Hunnewell 
Building,  and  separated  from  it  by  a  narrow  pas- 
sageway, which  formed  the  rear  entrance  to  the 
Miller  Building.  The  southerly  party-wall  of  the 
Cathedral  Building  was,  for  a  distance  of  about 
forty  (40)  feet,  also  the  party-wall  of  the  Miller 
Building,  and  for  a  distance  of  twenty  (20)  feet 
formed  the  northerly  boundary  of  the  area  above 
mentioned.  Overlooking  this  area,  also,  was  a 
window  in  each  story  of  the  Cathedral  Building, 
and  protected  by  iron  shutters.  In  the  party- 
wall  separating  the  Miller  and  Cathedral  build- 
ings was  an  opening  connecting  the  fifth  stories 
of  these  buildings,  and  protected  by  iron  doors. 

On  the  rear  of  the  Cathedral  Building  was  also 
a  stairway  connecting  it  with  the  Miller  Building. 

The  members  of  the  department  tried  in  vain  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  the  flames  from  the  Miller 
Building  across  the  area  referred  to;  an  explosion 
threw  open  the  iron  shutters  on  the  Miller  Build- 
ing, projected  the  flames  into  the  narrow  and 
high  area,  converted  it  into  a  blow-pipe,  and 
warped  or  blew  off  the  shutters  on  the  windows 
of  the  Hunnewell  and  Cathedral  build- 
ings. The  men  at  work  on  the  Hunne- 
well Building  state  that  the  fire  communicated 
with  this  building  simultaneously  through  all  its 
stories,  and  in  the  Cathedral  Building  first  ap- 
peared in  the  second  and  third  stories,  near  the 
windows  on  the  area,  and  in  the  fifth  story  came 
through  the  doorway  in  the  party-wall,  and 
thence  through  all  the  building.  The  men  were 
obliged  io  retreat  and  fight  the  fire  from  the 
street.  The  Cathedral  Building  was  soon  un- 
roofed by  a  load  explosion  and  became  a  mass  of 
flames;  the  rear  wall  of  the  Miller  Building,  built 
on  iron  piers,with  granite  pillars  for  foundations, 
with  cast-iron  centres,  and  six  (6)  stories  high,  fell 
to  the  ground,  and  the  whole  building  was  de- 
stroyed. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners the  causes  of  the  spread  of  the  fire  were — 
the  great  headway  which  the  fire  attained  before 
its  discovery;  the  delay  occasioned  in  sounding 
the  third  and  general  alarms,  from  the  causes 
before  mentioned;  the  explosions  before  men- 
tioned; the  warping  and  blowing  off  of  the  iron 
shutters  protecting  the  windows  of  the  several 
buildings  overlooking  the  area,  and  the  close 
proximity  of  these  windows  to  each  other,  ren- 
dering communication  by  fire  as  easy  as  if  all  the 
buildings  were  one. 

While  some  insurance  companies  are  to  be 
found  who  will  take  risks  no  matter  how  danger- 
ous buildings  may  be;  while  property  owners 
barely  comply  with  the  building  laws,  and  try  to 
evade  them  all  they  can— let  them,  in  the  midst 
of  the  business  portions  of  the  city,  for  employ- 
ments in  which  dangerous  materials  are  more  or 
less  used,  or  highly  combustible  goods  (wool,  cot- 
ton, oils,  etc.)  are  stored  from  the  first  to  the 
sixth  stories;  while  this  property  is  often  left  to 
take  care  of  itself,  without  proper  watchmen,  as 
was  the  case,  we  are  informed,  in  the  Miller 
Building,  large  tires  are  liable  to  occur  at  any 
moment,  no  matter  how  efficient  a  fire  or  inspec- 
tion-of-buildings  department  may  be. 

This  fire,  as  also  the  late  fire  on  Broadway,  New 
York,  in  which  two  gallant  firemen  lost  their 
lives,  have  again  taught  the  lesson  which  the 
great  fire  of  '72  suggested,  viz.,  the  unreliability 
of  granite  or  iron  pillars  as  supporters  of  walls  in 
cases  of  fire.  When  subjected  to  intense  heat, 
granite  crumbles  into  sand,  and  iron  fractures, 
melts,  and  becomes  worthless.    This  fire  has  also 


shown  that  the  shutter  which  best  withstands  in- 
tense heat  is  that  which  is  tin  lined. 

From  the  tables  of  alarms  it  will  be  seen  that 
nearly  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  losses  by  fire  occur 
at  night.  These  losses  are  principally  confined  to 
the  business  section  of  the  city,  and  suggest  the 
necessity  of  private  watchmen,  who  should  be 
employed  in  all  our  large  warehouses  to  visit  at 
stated  times  in  the  night  all  parts  of  the  build- 
ing. The  expense  would  be  small  compared  with 
the  immense  amount  of  capital  saved,  and  which 
now  yearly  goes  out  of  existence  because  of  a 
neglect  of  this  precaution.  The  tax  which  the 
people  of  this  city  and  State  pay  in  the  shape  of 
loss  of  property  as  a  penalty  for  careless  construc- 
tion and  lack  of  precaution  is  very  large.  The 
premiums  paid  yearly  in  this  State  on  fire  risks 
will  reach  £8,003,000;  last  year  they  amounted  to 
$7,911,886,  and  if  to  this  be  added  the  cost  of  fire 
departments,  an  idea  can  be  formed  of  how  much 
money  is  annually  paid  by  our  citizens  in  this 
direction.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  property  to  the 
amount  of  $4,000,000  goes  out  of  existence  each 
year  in  this  State  alone — a  wiping  out  to  that  ex- 
tent of  the  accumulated  earnings  of  our  people. 
On  this  subject  we  cannot  do  better  than  quote 
from  the  admirable  report  of  Mr.  Edward  Atkin- 
son to  "The  Boston  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,"  which  should  be  read  by 
all  interested  in  fire  insurance  matters: 

"The  heaviest  single  tax  now  imposed  upon  this 
nation  is  the  fire  tax. 

The  owners  of  prop srty  adopt  unsafe  methods 
of  building  without  much  consideration,  because 
they  are  apparently  cheapest,  and  rely  upon  poli- 
cies of  insurance  in  companies  that  have  been 
licensed  by  the  State. 

The  art  of   combustible  construction  has  ade- 
quately accomplished  its  apparent  object. 
Duriaig  the  five  years  ending  Jan.  1,1879. 
the  Josses  by  lire  in  the  United  States 

and  Canada  aggregate '. . . 8412,759,935 

The  cost  ot  sustaining  insurance  compa- 
nies during  the  same  period  has  been  at 

least 150,000,000 

Cost  of  fire  departments  not  less  than 
S25,000,000  peryear 125,000,000 

Total £687, 759,935 

Average  per  year,  £137,500,000." 

The  above  figures  are  highly  suggestive,  both 
to  underwriters  and  to  the  insured  as  well.  Care- 
lessness among  the  latter  in  construction  and 
storage,  and  recklessness  among  the  former  in 
the  acceptance  of  risks,  bring  disaster  and  bank- 
ruptcy to  both.  It  is  often  said  that  the  business 
of  fire  underwriters  is  not  to  prevent  fires,  or  aid 
in  the  observance  of  the  building  laws,  but  to 
charge  a  higher  rate  for  premiums  in  proportion 
to  thi  risk  run.  This  pfinUpls,  if  carried  out, 
would  make  the  business  of  underwriting  a  mere 
betting  speculation,  and-  an  unprofitable  one  in- 
deed for  the  insurer  and  the  insured — more  dis- 
astrous than  it  has  been  heretofore.  Of  the  one 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  fire  insurance  compa- 
nies chartered  by  the  Massachusetts  Legislature 
during  the  century,  only  seventy-two  survive.  We 
are  convinced  that  the  insurance  companies  do- 
ing business  in  this  city  can  do  more  to  remedy 
defective  construction,  and  prevent  large  fires, 
than  the  most  stringent  building  act  which  the 
Legislature  can  pass. 

The  saddest  calamity  in  connection  with  the 
fire  record  of  last  year  was  that  which  occurred 
on  the  night  of  trie  17th  of  September,  in  the 
three-story  wooden  tenement,  No.  128  Gold  street, 
South  Boston,  occupied  by  four  families.  The 
families  had  retired  for  the  night.  The  fire  origi- 
nated in  an  ash-barrel  in  the  cellar,  under  the 
stairway,  and  worked  its  way  to  the  second  story, 
completely  burning  away  the  stairs.  Some  of  tlie 
tenants  were  suffocated  in  their  rooms,  while 
others  tried  to  escape  through  the  roof.  The 
alarm  was  sounded  at  1150F.  M.,  and  within 
three  minutes  from  the  first  stroke  Truck  5  was 
on  hand,  the  other  apparatus  following.  Those 
who  remained  on  the  roof  were  saved  by  the  fire- 
men; one  person  lumped  from  it  and  was  killed. 
The  house  was  only  partially  destroyed,  and 
the  loss  on  the  same  was  small;  but  seven 
persons  were  suffocated  or  burnt.  The 
building  was  only  thirty-seven  feet  high. 
This  calamity  suggests  a  lesson  in  connec- 
tion with  fires  of  this  kind,  which,  if  re- 
membered and  put  in  practice,  may  be  the  means 
of  averting  such  a  loss  as  this  mentioned.  When 
fires  occur  in  dwelling  houses,  and  it  is  found  im- 
possible to  escape  by  the  stairway  or  to  the  roof, 
the  doors  of  the  rooms  in  which  the  inmates  may 
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be  should  be  closed  and  the  windows  opened  to 
admit  pure  air.  An  ordinary  door  will  resist  fire 
for  more" than  five  minutes,  and  will  keep  smoke 
and  hot  air  out  of  the  room,  thus  preventing  suf- 
focation. In  the  thickly  settled  localities  of  the 
city  the  apparatus  of  the  department  is  always  on 
hand  within  three  minutes  after  the  first  stroke 
of  the  alarm.  Jumping  from  windows  and  roofs 
of  buildings  should  be  avoided.  It  adds  only  to 
the  danger  it  intends  to  relieve.  In  nearly 
every  instance  persons  who  have  been  killed 
or  maimed  by  jumping  from  windows 
would  have  bean  saved  if  the  above  direc- 
tions were  followed,  and  patience  exercised 
until  the  arrival  of  the  Fire  Department.  Per- 
sons should  remain  at  the  open  windows  as  long 
as  possible.  To  add  to  the  facilities  for  saving 
life  the  board  has  ordered  ''twelve  jumpers"  of 
strong  canvas,  to  be  used  when  needed.  Im- 
provements have  been  made  in  apparatus  to  save 
property  from  tire,  but  human  beings  are  sup- 
posed to  be  able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  The 
theory  is,  that  life  is  more  precious  and  above  all 
property;  but  we  venture  to  say  that  the  loss  on 
the  Federal-street  fire  will  be  written  about  and 
remembered  when  the  holocaust  on  Gold  street  is 
forgotten. 

All  dwelling  ho'ises  should  have  a  scuttle  in  the 
roof,  and  a  ladder  leading  to  it. 

Total  number  of  actual  fires 46fi 

Confined  to  one  building 433 

Extended  to  others 26 

Buildings. 

Slightly  damaged 287 

Considerably  damaged 86 

Totally  destroyed  25 
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Number  discharged  from  permanent  force 4 

"  "  "       call  *'       20 

Appointments. 

Appointments— Permanent  force 3 

Call  "       24 

Transfers— Permanent  force 4 

Call  "    2 

"  from  Call  to  Permanent  force 3 

Promotions— Permanent  force 1 

Call  "    l 

COLLECTOR   OF  TAXES. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  a  report  nomi- 
nating Thomas  Sherwin  for  collector  of  taxes. 
Accepted  and  an  election  ordered.  Committee- 
Aldermen  Thorndike  and  Whitten. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 10 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Thomas  Sherwin  had io 

Mr.  Sherwin  was  elected.    Sent  down. 

AUDITOR   OF  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  report  nominating 
Alfred  T.  Turner  for  Auditor  of  Accounts.  Ac- 
cepted and  an  election  ordered.  Committee — 
Aldermen  Breck  and  Flynn. 

Whole  number  of  ballots ...  10 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Alfred  T.  Turner  had 0 

Mr.  Turner  was  elected.    Sent  down. 

CITY  AND   COUNTY  TREASURER. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  a  report  nominat- 
ing Charles  H.  Dennie  City  and  County  Treasurer. 
Accepted  and  an  election  ordered.  Committee- 
Aldermen  Whitten,  Thorndike.  Charles  H.  Den- 
nie received  ten  votes,  the  whole  number  cast, 
and  was  elected. 

Sent  down. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department,  on  the  part  of 
the  Board,  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Beacon  Oil  Company,  for  licenses  to  manufacture 
petroleum  iu  Chelsea  street,  East  Boston,  and  to 
store  and  keep  for  sale  the  same  at  43  India 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

ROXBURY     CANAL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Harbor: 

Report  on  petition  of  George  Curtis  and  others, 
that  Franklin  Winchester  be  appointed  Harbor 
Master  for  Roxbury  Canal— That  upon  consulta- 
tion with  the  City  Solicitor,  it  appears  that  under 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  relating  to  the  har- 
bor,"the  city  has  no  authority  to  appoint  an  Assist- 
ant or  Deputy  Harbor  Master.  The  committee 
recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw.    Accepted.     Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  of 
Mary  Mahoney,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries 
occasioned  by  a  fall  on  Kneeland  street;  Mary 
Noonan,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Portland  street; 
Andrew  Williams,  to  be  compensated  fordamages 
caused  by  the  defective  drainage  of  the  Lawrence 
Schoolhouse.    Severally  accepted. 

REMOVAL   OF  TREES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Paving  of  petition  of  Edward  L.  Keith,  for  re- 
moval of  a  tree  from  the  front  of  his  premises  on 
Bellevue  street.  Accepted  and  referred  according- 
ly- 

Report  and  order— That  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  re- 
move two  trees  from  the  corner  of  Tremont  and 
Downer  streets.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order— That  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to 
remove  one  tree  from  the  sidewalk  of  122  Vernon 
street.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order — That  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to 
remove  a  decayed  tree  in  front  of  estates  30  and 
34  Perrin  street.    Order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  remove 
three  trees  from  Dearborn  place.    Passed. 

LAND     DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 
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Orders  to  pay  for  laud  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  laying  out  streets  as  follows:  Hen- 
Ty  W.  Wellington,  $4845,  widening  of  Bedford 
street;  Thomas  Goddard,  trustee,  $1290,  extension 
of  Essex  street  from  South  street  to  Federal 
street;  Thomas  Goddard,  trustee,  $7350,  widening 
of  South  street;  Asa  P.  Potter,  $9036,  extension  of 
Newbury  street  from  Hereford  street  to  West 
Chester  park  (for  laud  taken  in  name  of  Rufus 
Estabrook).    Severally  passed. 

GRADING  OF  COMMERCIAL  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  order  to 
grade  and  pave  Commercial  street  at  a  cost  of 
$70,000,  to  be  charged  to  the  Commercial-street 
loan,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  grade  Commercial  street  as 
widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
from  Eastern  avenue  to  Charlestown  street;  also 
to  set  back  the  edgestones  to  conform  to  the 
widening  of  said  street;  the  expense  thereof,  esti- 
mated at  $12,000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Widening  of  Commercial  Street. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

CHARLESTOWN  ALMSHOUSE. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions  for  leave  to  remove  the  inmates 
of  the  Charlestown  Almshouse  to  other  buildings, 
and  also  the  remonstrance  of  Moses  A.  Dow  and 
others  against  the  same,  having  carefully  consid- 
ered the  subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report:  The  committee  gave  the  remon- 
strants a  hearing  and  also  visited  the  Charles- 
town Almshouse  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying 
themselves  by  personal  examination  of  its  condi- 
tion. They  are  convinced  that  it  is  not  a  suitable 
building  for  the  purpose.  It  was  erected  in  1849, 
and  has  been  continuously  occupied  ever  since. 
It  is  now  very  much  out  of  repair, 
and  does  not  contain  the  modern  conven- 
iences which  are  essential  to  the  safe- 
ty and  comfort  of  the  inmates,  while  the  sur- 
roundings are  very  disagreeable.  It  would  require 
a  large  expenditure  to  repair  the  building,  and 
even  then  it  would  not  conform  to  the  modern  re- 
quirements of  such  an  institution;  and  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  there  are  ample  accommodations 
at  Rainsford  Island  and  Austin  Farm,  such  an 
expenditure  would  be  unwise.  The  committee 
are  satisfied  that,  not  only  will  the  comfort  of  the 
inmates  be  promoted  by  their  removal  to  other 
institutions,  as  proposed  by  the  Directors,  but 
that  there  will  be  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
expense  of  maintenance.  One  of  the  principal 
objections  of  the  remonstrants  to  the 
discontinuance  of  the  Charlestown  Alms- 
house was  that  it  would  cause  the  sep- 
aration of  several  aged  married  couples, 
and  women  with  children.  The  committee  are 
assured  that  such  would  not  be  the  case,  but  that 
the  Directors  purpose  making  room  for  these  per- 
sons so  that  they  will  not  be  separated.  With 
this  understanding  the  committee  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions be  authorized  to  discontinue  the  Charles- 
town Almshouse,  and  remove  the  inmates  to 
Rainsford  Island  and  Austin  Farm. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  Tilly 
Haynes,  for  leave  to  insert  two  lamp  posts  in 
front  of  the  United  States  Hotel,  Beach  street; 
and  Joseph  Swallow  etal.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
portion  of  street  and  passageway  at  40  Faneuil 
Hall  square,  while  repairing  foundations.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estate  of  Lucy  Ella  Seribuer,  10  Cedar  street, 
Charlestown.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  of  B.  F.  Bean,  23  and 
25  Clarence  street;  Ellen  E.  Rogers,  Gardner 
street,  Brighton;  Alice  Pendergast,  125  West 
Sixth  street;  Victoria  Shelhamer,  127  West  Sixth 
street.    Oraers  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  to  lay  a  tempo- 
rary track  from  its  northerly  track  on  East  Sixth 


street  into  the  "Safe  Factory  lot"  on  said  street, 
near  N  street,  provided,  that  said  track  shall  be 
constructed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets,  and  that  said  track  shall  be 
removed  whenever  the  Board  of  Aldermen  shall 
so  direct.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Water  Board  to  occupy  temporarily 
twenty  feet  in  width  of  the  roadway  of  Al- 
bany street  in  front  of  the  pipe  yard  of  the 
Waterworks;  also  to  close  and  occupy  Stough- 
ton  street  from  Harrison  avenue  to  a  point  near 
Albany  street,  for  the  temporary  storage  of  the 
water  pipes  for  the  new  forty-eight-inch  main. 
Passed. 

Orders — That  the  Superintendent  be  directed 
to  grade  new  Seaver  street,  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones, and  macadamize  the  roadway;  to  furnish; 
and  set  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  on  War- 
ren street,  from  Wabon  street  to  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue; to  grade  and  gravel  Howland  street,  furnish, 
and  set  edgestones,  and  pave  the  gutters  and. 
sidewalks;  to  grade  Blue  Hill  avenue,  from  War- 
ren street  to  Columbia  street,  furnish  and  set 
edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and  macadamize  the 
roadway;  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
gutters  and  sidewalks  on  North  avenue,  from 
Dudley  street  to  Brook  avenue;  to  grade  Cherry 
and  Dove  streets,  from  Quincy  street  to  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  pave  the 
gutters  and  gravel  the  roadway;  to  lay  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  on  Woodbine  street, 
and  on  the  westerly  side  of  Walnut  avenue  front 
Rockland  to  Bainbridge  street;  to  grade  and 
gravel  Meridian  street  from  Decatur  street 
to  Heath  place,  estimated  cost  $1200  ; 
to  grade  and  gravel  Howland  street,  furnish  and 
set  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks; 
to  grade  New  Seaver  street  from  Columbia  street 
to  Erie  avenue,  lurnish  and  set  edgestones,  pave 
the  gutters,  and  macadamize  the  roadway;  to- 
grade  Crawford  street  between  Warren  street 
and  Walnut  avenue,  estimated  cost  $5000;  to> 
grade  and  gravel  Wayne  street,  as  relocated, 
from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Maple  street.  Severally 
passed. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Police  of  petition  of  Massachusetts  Humane 
Society  that  iron  ladders  be  attached  to  the  sea- 
wall on  Charles  River  for  the  purpose  of  aid  in 
case  of  accident.  Accepted  and  referred  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  April  20, 
1880,  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to 
pave  Dorchester  street  from  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road to  Dorchester  avenue  with  small  granite 
blocks,  be  revoked,  and  that  said  Superintendent 
of  Streets  be  directed  to  pave  the  gutters  and 
macadamize  the  roadway  of  said  street.  Estimated 
cost,  $7000.    Passed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board, 
that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to 
occupy  stables  by  E.  N.  Whitcomb,  Maple  street, 
near  Schuyler  street;  H.  E.  Marion,  Sparhawk 
street,  Ward  25;  E.  J.  Diuiond,  Tafts  place,  Ward 
2S;  Edward  Raynolds,  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  21, 
Severally  accepted. 

LANTERNS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  Board,  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing a  permit  to  John  P.  Sawyer  to  maintain  a. 
plain  lantern  at  24  Howard  street.    Accepted. 

INSPECTION  OF  MILK. 

Alderman  Tucker  moved  that  the  annual  report 
of  the  Inspector  of  Milk  be  taken  from  the  files 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  don't  care  what  reference 
the  report  takes,  but  if  I  recollect  aright,  that 
department  has  heretofore  been  under  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  understand  that  a  law  was 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  ihe  Legislature  re- 
quiring venders  of  milk  In  the  city  of  Boston  to> 
pay  a  license  of  fifty  cents  a  year,  and  I  suppose 
that  matter  will  properly  come  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  files  and  refer  pre- 
vailed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 
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BOARD       OF      A  L  D  E  K  M  E  N  . 


Minors'  Applications  Granted— One  bootblack, 
se  ven  newsboys. 
Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers  as  fol- 
lows: 

la  Adams  street  (Dorchester)  between  Park 
and  Lincoln  streets,  and  in  Lincoln  street. 

In  Cimien  street,  west  from  Tremont  street. 


In  Washington  street,  between  Ruggles  and 
Eustis  streets. 

In  Pleasant  street  (Dorchester),  between  Thorn- 
ley  and  Pond  streets. 

Severally  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday 
next  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers  on  Palmer  street  (Roxbury)  near  Eustis 
street;  in  Greenwich  place  (Dorchester);  in  Lee 
street  (West  Roxbury),  between  Childs  and  Keyes 
stieets.    Orders  passed. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Caton. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY   20,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  V/i  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Directors  of  East  Bos- 
ton Ferries  (City  Doc.  74)  was  received  and  sent 
up.  They  say- 
It  is  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  be  awe  to 
record  a  reduction  in  the  running  expenses,  and 
increase  in  the  receipts,  notwithstanding  the 
reduction  in  the  price  of  tickets  for  foot  passen- 

The  expenditures  have  been  for  the  past  year- 
Ordinary,  $154,419.14;  new  boat,  $44,473.48;  ana 
the  receipts  have  been  $174,367.04. 

The  ferryboat  General  Grant  was  sold  by  order 
of  the  City  Council,  and  the  proceeds  paid  to  the 
City  Collector. 

There  remains  unexpended  from  the  regular 
appropriation  the  sum  of  $580.86,  and  $526.52  from 
the  appropriation  for  new  boat,  which  remains  in 
he  treasury.  ,      ..  .  _  .  , 

The  estimated  expenses  for  the  next  financial 
year  are  $170,000,  and  the  receipts  $170,000. 

The  boats,  drops,  slips  and  buildings  are  in  a 
very  good  condition. 

The  directors  would  respectfully  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  annexed  statements,  by  the  clerk 
of  the  board,  showing  in  detail  the  expenditures, 
receipts  and  nature  of  the  travel  for  the  past 
vear,  with  a  full  statement  of  the  expenditures, 
receipts,  travel,  and  cost  to  the  city  to  May  1, 
1880.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  L.  Jenks,  President. 
C.  H.  B.  Breok. 
M.  M.  Hancock. 
Benjamin  Brintnall. 
Ebenezer  Adams. 
William  Woolley. 
Patrick  F.  Griffin. 

Directors. 

Statement  of  th«  receipts,  from  May  1, 1879,  to 
April  30, 1880,  inclusive: 
Cash  received  for  ferriages  by        ,__,, 

tollmen 895,160.11 

Cash  received  for  ferriages  at 

nfFtnp  O.UU 

omce g95,168.11 

Cash  received  for  foot  passes  toy 

tollmen 853,802.50 

Cash  received  for  foot  passes  at       „.„_„ 

,  ,tiir,-  946.75 

offlce 54,749.25 

Cash  received  for  team  tickets 

by  tollmen $20,349.60 

Cash  received  for  team  tickets 

nt  nfflrp  294.80 

atomCe 820,644.40 

Cash  received  for  running  fer- 
ries free  Fourth  of  July,  from 
committee 300-00 

Total  for  ferriages,  etc $170,861.76 

Cash  received  from  sale  of  f er- 

ry  boat  General  Grant 83,150.00 

Cash  received  for  rent 209-XX 

old  material..        136.00 

Cash   received  for  old  tickets 

from  receivers  of  East  Boston 

Ferry  Company 19.05      S3,505.28 

Total 8174,867.04 

Statement  showing  the  cash  receipts  by  the 
tollmen  for  the  year: 

North  Ferry 886,661.97 

South  Ferry 82,760  24 

169,312.21 
From  all  other  sources 5,064.83 

Total 8174,367.04 

Statement  showing  the  value  of  tickets  taken 
for  toll  by  the  tollmen  for  the  year: 

North  Ferrv S38'573.95 

South  Feiry 34,376.06 

872,949,01 


Statement  of  the  travel  from  May  1, 1879,  to 
May  1,1880: 

North  Ferry. 
143,827  1-horse  teams. 
28,767  2-horse      ', 
537  3-horse      " 
1,477  4-horse      " 

1  5-horse  team 

14,060  handcarts,  etc.  (5c  toll). 
3,283  2-horse  carriages. 

2  4-horse        " 

160  1-horse  D  wheels,  or  long  loads. 
288  2-horse        "  " 

89  3-horse        "  '■ 

77  4-horse        "  " 

1  1-horse        "  light  loads. 

IS  2-horse        '•  " 

28  3-horse         "  •« 

20  4-horse        "  " 

1  4-horse  and  caravan. 
4,168,284  foot  passengers. 

South    Ferry. 
248,174  1-horse  teams. 
113,167  2-horse 
2,005  3-horse         " 
4,707  4-horse        " 
10,113  hand-carts,  etc.,  (5c  toll.) 
7,496  2-horse  carriages. 

19  1-horse  D  wheels  or  long  loads. 
14  2-horse  "  "        " 

1  3-horse  "  •■         " 
11  4-horse            "  "         " 

2  1-horse  "  light     " 
2  2-horse            "  "        " 

10  3-horse  "  "         " 

14  4-horse  "  "        •' 

2,687,786V«  foot  passengers. 

Statement  showing  the  difference  of  travel]  on 
the  two  ferries  for  the  year  : 

North    Ferry. 

Team  travel.by  tickets  86,187.20 

"       "    cash...  11,733.79 

817,920.99 

1,700,619  foot  passen- 
gers, by  cash, at  .02.  .834,012.38 
30,160  foot  passengers, 

by  tickets,  at  .01  9-16        471.25 
1,508,090  foot  passen- 
gers,  by   tickets,   at 

•01V2 22,621.35 

929.415     foot    passen- 
gers, by  tickets,  at 

.01 9,294.16 

866,399.13 

884.320.H 

South  Ferry. 
Team  travel,  by  tick- 
ets, value 814,424.33 

Team  travel,  by  cash, 

value 26,576.23 

1,141,885V2   foot    pas- 
sengers, by  cash  at 

.02 822,837.71 

15,920  foot  passengers, 

by  tickets,  at  .01 916        248.75 
880,434    foot    passen- 
gers,  by  tickets,  at 

.011/2... 13,206.62 

649,647    foot     passen- 
gers, by  tickets,  at  .01     6,496,47 

42,788.44 

883,789.00 


PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Li- 
brary of  a  message  from  the  Mayor  suggesting 
the  passage  of  a  resolve  to  accept  the  grant  by 
the  Commonwealth  of  the  parcel  of  land  corner 
of  Dartmouth  and  Boylston  streets,  for  library 
purposes.    Concurred. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions: 

Of  Mary  Noonan,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries from  a  defect  in  Portland  street. 

Mary  Mahoney,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  from  a 
fall  in  Kneeland  street. 

Andrew  Williams,  to  be  paid  for  damages  from 
the  defective  drainage  of  Lawrence  Schoolhouse. 

George  Curtis  and  others,  that  Franklin  Win- 
chester be  appointed  Harbor  Master  for  Roxbury 
Canal. 

Severally  accepted,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  grade  Commercial  street  as  widened 
from  Eastern  avenue  to  Charlestown  street  and 
to  set  back  the  edgestones,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $12,000.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Charlestown  Almshouse. 
Report  and   order   to  authorize  the  discontinu- 
ance of   the  CharleBtown   Almshouse,  and  to  re- 
move the  inmates  to  Rainsford  Island  and  Anstin 
Farm. 
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The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  move  the  reference 
of  this  whole  matter  to  the  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee on  the  Treatment  of  the  Poor.  I  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Council  to 
the  various  reports  of  the  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions in  regard  to  the  Charlestown  Alms- 
house since  annexation.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  Charlestown  was  annexed  in  1873.  In  the  re- 
port of  the  directors  in  May,  1874,  in  speaking  of 
the  Charlestown  Almshouse,  they  say — 

"The  almshouse  property  of  Charlestown  con- 
sisted of  a  three  and  one-half  story  brick  build- 
ing, located  on  the  Maiden  side  of  the  Mystic 
River,  the  estate  comprising  about  three  acres 
of  land,  divided  nearly  equally  by  the  turnpike. 
The  building  was  erected  in  1849,  is  100  feet  long 
by  45  wide,  with  two  wings  in  the  rear,  each  39x19 
feet,  one  of  which  has  been  used  as  a  receptacle 
for  the  insane.  The  building  is  capable  of  ac- 
commodating about  one  hundred  inmates.  At  the 
present  it  contains  forty-six  inmates.  The 
building  is  in  good  condition,  and  is  under  the 
superintendence  of  Captain  Edward  Carnes,  an 
intelligent,  kind-hearted  gentleman,  who  has  had 
charge  of  the  institution  for  the  past  fourteen 
years,  and  has  managed  its  affairs  with  marked 
economy  and  faithfulness." 

In  the  following  year,  the  directors,  in  their  re- 
port, state — 

"The  almshouse  in  the  Charlestown  district, 
under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  Edward 
Carnes,  has  been  used  to  good  advantage  during 
the  entire  year.  One  hundred  and  thirty-six  per- 
sons have  been  admitted  and  63  have  been  dis- 
charged. The  institution  now  numbers  73  in- 
mates, while  the  average  number  for  the  year 
has  been  59.  The  institution  has  been  well  con- 
ducted, and  the  inmates  seem  contented  and  hau- 
py.  No  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  build- 
ing, though  should  circumstances  require  an  in- 
crease of  accommodations,  there  is  ample  room  to 
enlarge  the  size  of  the  building.  Should  the  num- 
ber of  inmates  another  year  increase  in  the 
same  proportion  as  during  the  last  year, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  addi- 
tional accommodations  at  this  nlace.  *  *  * 
A  year's  experienej  in  conducting  the 
almshouse  at  Charlestown  demonstrates  the 
fact  that  it  is  more  economical  to  provide  for  the 
poor  in  smaller  buildings,  managed  upon  the  fam- 
ily principle,  than  to  incur  the  l  reat  expense  of 
erecting  a  mammoth  building,  and  congregating 
all  the  poor  in  one  large  institution.  One  or 
more  suitable  buildings  could  be  provided 
in  each  of  the  suburban  districts  of  the 
city,  where  the  poor  of  that  section  could  be 
maintained  in  the  vicinity  of  their  home 
and  former  associations,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  attending  church,  should  they  desire,  or 
of  receiving  visits  from  relatives  or  friends.  This 
plan  would  admit  of  a  better  classification  of  the 
inmates,  and  would  involve  less  expense  than  the 
care  of  all  the  pauper  class  in  one  establish- 
ment." 

In  the  following  year,  May,  1876,  they  said— 

"The  Charlestown  District  Almshouse  has  been 
used  to  its  full  capacity,  the  average  number  of 
inmates  being  81,  an  increase  of  over  21  over  the 
previous  year.  The  building  now  has  as  many 
inmates  as  it  can  well  accommodate,  so  that  no 
more  people  cau  be  provided  for  there  without 
overcrowding.  At  this  place  the  expenditure  for 
each  inmate  has  been  $94.72  for  the  year,  against 
$140.68  the  previous  year,  a  decrease  of  $45.96; 
and  the  actual  cost  has  been  $82.45  per 
year  against  $108.05  the  former  year,  a 
decrease  of  $25.60,  the  actual  cost  being  $1.58  per 
week  for  each  inmate.  In  addition  to  the  num- 
ber fuily  supported,  1095  persons  have  been  fed  by 
the  Superintendent  at  the  door;  an  average  of 
three  per  day,  the  cost  of  which  is  included  in 
statistics  above  given." 

In  the  following  year.  May,  1877,  they  said— 

"Almshouse,  Charlestown  District  —  Under 
the  careful  and  economical  superintendence  of 
Captain  Edward  Carnes,  this  institution  has  sup- 
ported an  average  of  ninety-two  inmates,  at  an 
actual  cost  of  $1.45  per  week,  which  is  the  mini- 
mum of  expense  in  any  of  our  institutions,  and 
remarkable  when  the  size  of  the  institution  is 
considered,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  supplied.  In  this  sum  is  included 
the  expense,  estimated  at  about  $100,  of 
feeding  1460  persons  at  the  gate,  an  av- 
erage of  four  each  day.  These  persons  are  gen- 
erally travellers  or  tramps,  going  from  one  place 


to  another  in  search  of  a  home  or  work,  who,  if 
respectful  in  their  application  for  food,  are  not 
turned  away  hungry.  *  *  *  The  inmates  are 
contented,  and  the  institution  is  well  managed 
and  effective." 

In  their  report  for  the  following  year,  May, 
1878,  they  said— 

"No  change  has  occurred  in  the  general  char- 
acter of  the  institution  during  the  year." 

In  their  report  for  1878-79,  dated  May  23,  1879, 
they  said — 

"  The  general  condition  of  this  institu- 
tion has  remained  unchanged  during  the  year. 
No  expenditure  has  been  made  for  repairs,  al- 
though a  considerable  outlay  will  become  neces- 
sary if  the  institution  is  to  be  retained  for  its 
present  use.  The  average  number  of  inmates  has 
been  93,  an  increase  of  three  over  the  former 
year.  The  actual  cost  of  maintenance  has  de- 
creased 11  cents  per  week,  being  $1.58.  The  Su- 
perintendent has  furnished  lodgings  to  33  persons 
and  has  fed  1553  travellers  and  passers-by  at  the 
gate.  He  estimates  the  expense  of  this  charity  at 
about  $100." 

It  is  well  known  to  members  of  this  Council 
that  in  1876  a  Board  of  Commissioners  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  this  subject  of  the  treatment 
of  the  poor,  and  in  1878  they  made  a  very  elab- 
orate report.    There  is  at  this  time  a  joint  special 
committee  on  this  subject.     I  will  merely  quote 
from  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  on  page 
thirteen,  in  which  they  compare  the  cost  at  the 
House  of  Industry  on  Deer  Island,  and  at  the 
almshouse  in  Charlestown.    They  state — 
"The  net  cost  per  inmate  in  the  year  1875-76 
appears  to  have  been  in  the  House  of  Indus- 
try on  Deer  Island glSl.89 

In  the  almshouse  at  Charlestown 85.55 

Showing  a  difference  of g46.34 

— a  comparison  which  indicates  that  a  number  of 
separate  institutions  managed  like  that  at 
Charlestown  would  be  more  economical  than  the 
collection  of  a  larger  number  of  inmates  in  those 
combined  under  the  term  'House  of  Industry.'  ' ' 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  this  matter 
had  better  be  referred  to  that  special  committee, 
as  the  question  is  likely  to  come  up  in  their  re- 
port whether  or  not  the  treatment  of  the  poor 
shall  be  taken,  as  it  were,  from  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  and  assigned  to  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor.  Of  course  that  will  necessitate  addi- 
tional legislation  at  the  next  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court.  I  understand  there  is  a  general 
feeling  in  Charlestown  that  this  almshouse 
should  be  retained  there.  There  certain- 
ly can  be  no  harm  in  referring  it  to  a 
committee,  which  will  give  members  and  those 
parties  in  Charlestown  interested  iu  the  matter 
further  time  to  consider  it,  as  I  understand  they 
desire.  I  therefore  move  that  this  whole  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the 
Treatment  of  the  Poor. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— In  the  month  of  Janua- 
ry the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  sent  a 
communication  to  the  City  Council  recommending 
that  the  inmates  of  the  Charlestown  Almshouse  be 
removed.  That  communication  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions.  Later  on,  a 
remonstrance  was  signed,  presented  to  the  City 
Government,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 
The  committee  gave  the  remonstrants  a  hearing. 
Some  five  gentlemen  appeared— Mr.  Field,  Mr. 
Carpenter,  Hon.  Francis  Child,  Mr.  Coburn  and 
Mr.  Fisher.  The  feeling  of  those  people  who 
appeared  to  remonstrate  against  the  removal 
seemed  to  relate  to  their  sympathy  for  the  in- 
mates, and  especially  to  four  or  five  married  peo- 
ple, that  they  did  n't  want  separated.  The  com- 
mittee gave  a  careful  and  impartial  hearing,  and 
later  on  visited  the  almshouse  iu  Charlestown  and 
examiued  it.  They  also  visited  the  institution  at 
the  Austin  Farm.  The  directors  met  the  commit- 
tee and  gave  their  reasons  for  presenting  their 
request  for  power  to  remove  them,  the  main  one 
being  that  it  will  be  more  economical.  They  had 
made  a  large  addition  to  the  institution  at  Austin 
Farm,  had  expended  a  large  sum  of  money 
in  enlarging  that  institution,  and  there  was 
ample  room  to  accommodate  the  inmates 
at  Charlestown  and  the  natural  increase 
of  the  poor  people  of  Boston.  They 
intended  to  transfer  the  males  to  Bnins- 
ford  Island  and  the  females  to  Austin  Farm. 
Another  reason  was,the  almshouse  at  Charlestown 
needed  a  great  deal  of  money  expended  upon  it  to 
make  it  comfortable,  and  the  directors  did  n't 
think  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  expend 
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any  more  money  for  that  purpose.  Another  rea- 
son was,  there  was  no  modern  manner  of  heating 
this  institution  at  Charlestown.  It  is  done  by 
stoves,  and  in  the  winter  there  are  some  thirteen 
fires  scatteied  over  this  small  space.  In 
their  opinion  that  was  very  dangerous, 
and  it  was  very  annoying  to  Mi.  Little's 
conscience  that  that  dangerous  system  of  heat- 
ing should  remain  in  that  building  any  longer.  If 
there  should  be  a  Are  there,  he  claimed  that  the 
citizens  of  Boston  would  demand  an  investiga- 
tion, and  he  might  be  indicted  for  manslaughter 
in  allowing  an  insiitution  to  remain  with  only 
one  superintendent,  and  so  many  stoves  and  coal 
fires,  subject  to  the  carelessness  of  inmates  and 
attendants.  On  the  whole,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions  were  unanimous  in  the  opin- 
ion that  it  was  for  the  best  interests  of  all  con- 
cerned that  this  transfer  should  be  made.  1  hope 
the  Council  will  consider  the  happiness  and  con 
venience  of  these  poor  people,  and  the  interest  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  vote  to  make  the  transfer. 

Mr.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21—1  understand  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse  has  been  maintained  for 
the  past  two  or  three  years,  not  especially  for  the 
poor  of  the  Charlestown  District,  but  as  a  place 
where  aged  and  respectable  married  couples 
could  be  sent  to  live  without  being  separated;  and 
also  for  women  and  their  children.  If  this  re- 
moval is  made,  as  contemplated,  I  understand 
these  married  couples  will  be  separated,  that  the 
men  will  be  sent  to  Rainsford  Island  and  the  fe- 
males to  Austin  Farm.  I  think  any  such  proposi- 
tion would  be  unwise  for  the  city  to  adopt,  and 
therefore  I  propose  to  amend  the  order  by  add- 
ing— 

"Provided,  that  in  such  removal,  and  for  the 
future,  arrangements  shall  be  made  to  maintain 
aged  married  couples  without  separating  man 
and  wife;  also  worthy  women  and  their  children 
together." 

The  President  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order,  the  motion  to  refer  taking  precedence. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  should  think,  with  all 
the  thought  gentlemen  have  bestowed  upon  this 
matter,  they  would  have  understood  the  object 
sought  by  this  amendment.  The  idea  has  never 
entered  the  heads  of  either  the  Directors  or  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  of  separating 
these  couples.  They  have  the  highest  regard  for 
those  people  who  have  lived  together,  and  they 
have  no  idea  of  separating  them.  It  is  merely  a 
matter  of  economy.  One  gentleman  proposes  to 
repair  that  institution  for  &3000.  We  have  it  from 
the  President  of  the  Directors  that,  in  order  to 
have  the  institution  fit  to  hold  these  inmates,  it 
will  cost  §20,000.  The  matter  has  been  fully  con- 
sidered by  the  Directors  and  the  committee.  I  do 
not  know  what  the  object  of  my  friend  from  Ward 
24  is,  whether  it  is  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Treatment  of  the  Poor  can  have  some  business  to 
consider,  or  what  it  can  be;  but  I  feel  that  all  the 
testimony  which  can  be  offered  before  that 
committee  has  already  been  placed  before 
our  committee.  A  statement  was  made  that  sev- 
eral people  have  been  removed  from  the  Charles- 
town almshouse  to  the  Austin  farm,  and  have 
been  asked  how  they  liked  the  change;  every  one 
of  them  has  stated,  as  I  understand,  from  a 
member  of  the  directors,  that  they  favor  it,  and 
like  the  position  they  now  occupy  much  better 
than  the  other.  When  asked  what  the  reason 
was  that  he  wished  to  retain  them  there,  one  gen- 
tleman stated  that  if  he  had  a  pleasant  neighbor 
he  would  n't  want  that  neighbor  removed.  The 
president  of  the  directors  said  it  would  be  cheaper 
to  board  these  few  couples  at  the  Revere  House 
than  to  maintain  this  institution.  As  I  under- 
stand, it  is  not  a  very  pleasant  place,  even  for 
these  people.  The  city  scavenger  deposits  his 
wares  in  front  of  the  building,  and  I  should  not 
imagine  it  would  be  very  pleasant  to  an  elderly 
married  couple.  As  a  point  of  dollars  and  cents, 
which  I  notice  the  City  Council  are  very  carefully 
considering  at  this  moment,  if  gentlemen  look  into 
it  they  will  see  it  is  policy  to  make  the  change 
and  put  them  at  the  Austin  Farm,  where  they  will 
be  well  cared  for,  and  the  others  will  be  taken 
care  of  outside.  As  I  understand  it,  they  propose 
to  board  the  aged  couples. 

Mr.  Brown — The  committee  tried  to  embody  in 
their  report  the  very  point  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  desires  to  effect  in  his  amendment, 
but  we  were  informed  that  the  City  Government 
had  no  authority  to  instruct  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors on  this  point.  Therefore  we  put  it  into  the 
report  as  favorably  as  we  could.  The  directors 
have  power  to  manage  this  subject  as  they  please, 


and  they  are  the  best  managed  institutions  of  the 
kind  on  the  earth.  Mr.  Little,  the  president, 
stated  at  the  hearing  that  the  directors  did  not 
intend  to  separate  these  married  couples.  There 
are  five  of  them,  one  from  Charlestown  and  four 
from  other  localities  of  the  city.  He  said  the 
directors  would  provide  for  them  and  never  in- 
tended to  separate  them.  He  assured  the  com- 
mittee there  was  no  such  intention  considered  or 
thought  of,  and  it  should  not  be  done. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— This  is  a  very  impor- 
tant question,  concerning  the  poor  of  the  city, 
and  ought  to  be  treated  justly  by  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. I  cannot  see  any  evil  in  referring  it  to 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Treatment  of 
the  Poor,  who  are  the  proper  parties  to  consider 
it.  There  seems  to  be  a  diversity  of  opinion 
among  the  gentlemen  on  this  committee,  some 
giving  it  one  way  and  some  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion. If  the  City  Government  consider  it  in  a 
just  manner,  they  will  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  something  is  wrong  in  the  committee.  The 
separation  of  these  poor  people  who  have  been 
joined  together  for  years  and  years  is  something 
that  ought  to  be  considered  justly  by  this  Govern- 
ment. Separating  them  will  be  infringing  upon 
the  laws  of  the  land,  and  upon  those  of  the  Lord 
himself,  for  he  has  said,  "What  the  Lord  hath 
joined  let  no  man  put  asunder."  I  am  in  favor  of 
taking  more  time  to  consider  the  matter,  and  hope 
the  motion  to  refer  will  be  carried. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — My  reason  for  moving 
the  reference  is  that  this  whole  subject  of  the 
treatment  of  the  poor  is  in  the  hands  of  that 
committee.  This  order  was  first  introduced  into- 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions.  Properly,  it 
should  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Treatment  of  the  Poor.  I  understand  the 
citizens  of  Charlestown  generally  desire  that  an 
almshouse  should  be  retained  in  that  section.  I 
would  like  to  quote  from  the  Commissioners'  re- 
port upon  this  subject: 

"The  Commissioners  deem  it  of  great  impor- 
tance, not  only  that  the  poor  should  be  separated 
from  the  criminals,  but  that  they  should  be  classi- 
fied in  respect  to  age.  physical  and  moral  condi- 
tion, and  previous  habits.  The  committee  of  1821 
'urged  on  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  the  duty  of 
discriminating  between  the  poor  by  reason  of 
misfortune,  old  age,  or  infirmity,  and  the  poor  by 
reason  of  vice;  asserting  the  impossibility  of 
making  such  a  discrimination  in  the  Boston  Alms- 
house. We  renew  this  recommendation.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  City  Council  to  provide  proper 
establishments  tor  the  better  classes  of  the  poor, 
distinct  from  those  whose  poverty  is  a  crime  as 
well  as  a  misfortune,  and  institutions  where  those 
who  are  able  to  work  may  be  received  and  com- 
pelled to  labor.  Hitherto  the  directors  have  been 
more  or  less  limited  in  their  power  of  making 
such  classifications.  The  various  buildings  now 
belonging  to  the  city,  of  which  one  in  Brighton 
and  one  in  Dorchester  are  not  now  in  permanent 
use,  with  such  additions  as  experience  will  show 
to  be  necessary,  will  furnish  means  lor  this  classi- 
fication." 

This  whole  subject  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  removal  of  the  inmates  from  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse  comes  properly  within 
the  scope  of  their  investigation. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13— Is  this  the  first  commit- 
tee that  has  had  charge  of  that  report  ? 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24— Does  the  gentleman 
refer  to  the  request  from  the  directors  or  to  the 
subject  of  the  treatment  of  the  poor  ? 

Mr.  Devlin— To  the  treatment  "of  the  poor.  The 
gentleman  is  reading  from  a  report  made  in  1876- 
77. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — When  the  committee 
was  first  appointed  in  1878,  Alderman  Whitou  of 
South  Boston  was  the  chairman.  The  result  of 
their  investigation  led  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Wayfarers'  Lodge  in  Hawkins  street,  but  owing 
to  the  sickness  of  Alderman  Whiton  nothing  else 
was  accomplished.  In  1879,  owing  to  the  death  of 
Alderman  Pope,  the  committee  were  not  called 
together  until  late  in  the  year.  On  account  of 
the  death  nf  Alderman  Bell,  the  matter  has  not 
yet  been  acted  upon  by  the  committee,  but  I  un- 
derstand from  the  present  chairman  that  it  is  his 
intention  to  have  it  acted  upon  soon. 

Mr.  Brown — If  the  proposed  amendment  is  car- 
ried, he  should  insert  a  proviso  that  the  Finance 
Committee  provide  the  means  to  support  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse,  as  there  is  no  appropria- 
tion for  that  institution  this  year.    The  Directors 
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considered  it  perfectly  sure  that  they  would  make 
the  change,  and  therefore  asked  for  no  appropri- 
ation. When  the  committee  visited  the  insti- 
tution, they  found  thirty-nine  people,  and  it  cost 
$1.80  apiece  to  support  them  at  the  Charlestown 
Almshouse,  not  including:  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  or  the  expense  of  his  family. 
The  average  cost  per  inmate  at  the  Austin  Farm, 
including  everything,  was  $1.65.  The  whole  move- 
ment is  in  the  interest  of  economy,  and  the  main 
thing  is  to  prevent  asking  for  money  to  fix  up 
that  building. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  23  made  a  mistake  in  regard  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Charlestown  Almshouse.  The 
Committeb  on  Auditor's  Estimates  were  given  to 
understand  that  liberal  provision  had  been  made 
for  Rainsford  Island  and  the  Austin  Farm,  and 
in  case  the  Charlestown  Almshouse  was  not  dis- 
continued the  appropriation  would  be  sufficient 
to  continue  it.  I  think  the  gentleman  will  tind  he 
has  made  as  much  mistake  in  regard  to  the  indi- 
vidual expense  as  on  the  other. 

Mr.  Brown — I  have  no  doubt  the  Directors  in- 
cluded in  their  estimate  a  sufficient  sum  to  sup- 
port these  thirty-nine  inmates  at  the  Charlestown 
Almshouse.  I  cannot  change  the  figures  in  re- 
gard to  the  expense  per  individual. 

Mr.  Lovell — I  would  like  to  have  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  24  define  the  duties  of  the  committees 
on  Public  Institutions  and  Treatment  of  the  Poor. 
It  is  very  peculiar  that  this  order  should  ever 
have  been  allowed  if  it  is  so  wrong  to  send  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions.  It  seems 
to  me  this  discovery  was  made  at  the  eleventh 
hour. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  think  I  can  answer 
the  gentleman.  It  appears,  in  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  Mayor  Cobb  to  in- 
vestigate the  treatment  of  the  poor, that  they  find 
the  poor  ought  to  be  placed  under  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  and  not  under  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions.  It  is  possible  this  committee 
may  recommend  that  the  poor  be  placed  under 
the' overseers,  where  they  belong.  It  is  nothing 
more  than  right  that  this  matter  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Treatment  of  the 
Poor. 

Mr.  Coe — We  have  listened  to  quite  a  debate  on 
this  matter,  but  have  had  nothing  from  the  gen- 
tlemen representing  Charlestown.  I  should  like 
to  hear  what  they  have  to  say  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  23  and  the  gentleman  trorn  Ward 
1  if  they  have  read  the  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers on  the  Treatment  of  the  Poor. 

Mr.  Brown— The  gentleman  from  Ward  23  has 
not. 

Mr.  Lovell— The  gentleman  from  Ward  1  has 
not. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  23  has  asked  for  some  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  members  from  the  Charlestown  District. 
If  the  matter  had  been  upon  the  final  adoption  of 
the  report  I  should  have  had  something-  to  say. 
The  question  is  now  simply  upon  committing  to 
another  committee,  and  of  course  I  am  in  favor 
of  that.  Therefore  I  sat  still  and  had  nothing  to 
say.  But  I  am  in  favor  of  it  for  this  reason :  As 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  24  has  said,  a  commis- 
sion was  appointed  to  consider  the  treatment  of 
the  poor.  Hon.  George  S.  Hale  was  the  chair- 
man. I  have  read  the  report  with  care,  and  the 
recommendations  commend  themselves  to  my 
mind.  As  long  as  there  is  a  committee  appointed 
to  take  this  matter  into  consideration,  I  hope  it 
will  be  referred  to  them.  The  real  merits  of 
the  question  of  the  transfer  of  the  inmates 
from  the  almshouse  in  Charlestown  is  not 
before  us.  The  question  is,  Shall  this  report  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider this  particular  subject?  On  that  there  can 
be  but  one  opinion.  It  iWll  be  better  to  have  the 
opinion  of  two  committees  on  a  subject  so  impor- 
tant as  this  than  to  have  the  report  of  one  com- 
mittee alone.  When  the  report  is  made  and  the 
final  disposition  comes  up,  the  other  members 
from  Charlestown  and  myself  will  have  something 
to  say. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  am  sorry  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Council,  but  I  have  one  word  to 
say.  Early  in  this  session  I  introduced  an  order 
to'have  the  report  of  the  commissioners  printed, 
which  has  been  done,  and  if  it  has  not  been  sent 
to  each  member  of  the  Council  I  hope  the  Mes- 
senger will  see  that  it  is  done. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5—1  can  indorse  the  remarks 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  in  favor  of 


the  reference  of  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Treatment  of  the  Poor.  The  member  from 
Ward  24  has  read  a  portion  of  the  annual  reports 
of  the  Directors,  who  state  that  the  Charlestown 
Almshouse  is  the  most  economically  managed 
institution  under  their  charge.  Now,  if  a  change 
has  taken  place,  perhaps  it  will  be  well  to  have 
another  committee  inquire  and  see  wherein  there 
is  a  difference  between  the  opinion  of  the  Direct- 
ors at  the  present  time  and  the  last  few  years. 
This  matter  of  the  appropriation  was  brought  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  was  on 
that  committee,  gave  us  to  understand  that  in 
case  the  Charlestown  Almshouse  was  continued 
there  was  enough  appropriation  for  the  Directors 
to  transfer  from  the  Austin  Farm  and  Rainsford 
Island  appropriation  to  maintain  the  almshouse 
at  Charlestown.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  motion  to 
refer  will  be  carried. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  Committee  on  Treatment 
of  the  Poor  was  carried.  A  motion  to  reconsider 
by  Mr.  Sawyer,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was 
lost.    Sent  iip. 

Covered  Channel  for  Stony  Brook. 

The  order  to  construct  a  covered  channel  to 
carry  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook  through  the 
Back  Bay  park  to  Charles  River,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $110,000,  came  down  with  the  non-concur- 
rence of  the  other  branch  in  the  reference  by  this 
Council  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  move  the  Council  ad- 
here to  its  former  action  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9 — I  hope  the  motion  will  not 
prevail.  The  Committee  on  Parks  have  not  given 
any  good  reasons  why  this  should  be  sent  back 
to  them.  They  have  considered  and  reported  fa- 
vorably upon  this  matter,  and  referred  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means.  It 
has  also  been  looked  into  by  the  Committee  on 
Streets  and  by  the  Citv  Engineer,  who  said  this 
was  the  only  way  in  which  the  problem  of  Stony 
Brook  could  be  solved.  The  present  City  Engi- 
neer is  in  favor  of  this  solution  of  tbe  difficulty. 
It  is  really  a  mere  form  to  send  it  back  to  the 
committee.  The  opinion  of  the  City  Engineer 
must  be  final  on  this  question,  and  the'fact  is  that 
unless  this  plan  is  carried  out  of  having  an  under- 
ground outlet  for  Stony  Brook,  the  plan  of  the 
Back  Bay  park  will  have  to  be  wholly 
changed,  and  the  extension  of  Common- 
wealth avenue  cannot  be  built.  It  will  be 
impossible  to  carry  out  the  p)  an  of  the  Back  Bay 
improvement  unless  this  is  done.  Unless  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks  can  give  better  reasons  why  it 
should  be  referred  back  to  them,  I  hope  the 
Council  will  not  adhere  to  its  former  action. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  hope  the  Council 
will  not  adhere  to  its  former  action.  Tue  appro- 
priation for  this  improvement  was  included  in 
the  Auditor's  estimates,  and  was  passed  in  the 
appropriation  bill.  Betterments  have  been  as- 
sessed on  all  the  property  adjoining  this  park, and 
are  to  be  collected.  If  this  Is  not  carried  out  at 
all,  this  improvement  on  the  Back  Bay  park  must 
come  to  a  standstill.  Nothing  can  go  on  until 
this  order  is  disposed  of.  According  to  the  state- 
ments of  the  City  Engineer  and  the  Park  Com- 
missioners, nothing  can  be  done  until  this  order  is 
disposed  of.  It  is  merely  authorizing  the  Com- 
missioners to  do  what  has  been  provided  for  in 
the  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  have  no  personal  wish 
in  this  matter.  I  have  simply  acted  as  I  thought 
I  ought  to  act  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council. 
I  am  not  aware  that  the  Committee  on  Parks  have 
any  wish  in  the  matter,  and  have  not  conferred 
with  them  except  casually.  But  I  reiterate  that 
the  Committee  on  Parks  have  never  considered 
this  matter.  I  explained  a  week  ago  how  it  came 
before  the  committee.  It  was  passed  around  like 
a  shuttlecock  from  one  committee  to  another. 
First,  the  Committee  on  Sewers  looked  at  it  and 
concluded  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and 
shouldered  it  off  on  to  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
who  looked  into  it,  considered  they  could  not 
take  it  up  inasmuch  as  it  went  through  the  al- 
leged park  on  the  Hack  Bay,  and  so  they  edged  it 
over  on  to  the  Park  Committee.  No  order  was 
ever  presented  in  this  Council  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Parks.  It  onlv  came  before 
them  by  a  suggestion  from  outside  and  by  the 
fact  that  it  was  alluded  to  in  the  report  of  the 
Park  Commissioners  as  a  thing  that  ought  i<>  ho 
done.  It  came  before  the  Committee  on  Parks  in 
that  way,  when  making  up  the  estimates  and 
sending  in  what  should  be  proposed  to  t»e  Audit- 
or  as   matters  claiming  consideration   by   the 
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Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  23  says  the  Committee  on  Audit- 
or's Estimates  considered  the  subject  and  had 
the  City  Engineer  before  them.  I  reiterate  that 
the  Committee  on  Parks  did  not  have  this  matter 
before  them;  but  if  they  insist  upon  it,  I  propose 
to  propound  certain  questions  to  the  committee. 
I  would  like  to  know  where  this  covered  channel 
begins  and  ends,  what  the  diameter  of  the  inter- 
nal channel  is  and  how  it  compares  with  the  in- 
terior capacity  of  the  other  pai  t  of  the  Stony 
Brook  sewer  where  it  is  proposed  to  begin  it; 
whether  the  commirtee  have  considered  that  the 
sewage  now  emptied  into  Stony  Brook  is  to  be  en- 
tirely removed,and  whether  the  brook  is  to  be  run 
by  an  open  channel  into  the  Back  Bay  park  into 
the  water  basins  which  it  is  proposed  to  keep 
open.  Those  are  perhaps  as  many  questions  as 
the  committee  can  answer,  and  if  they  can  it  will 
show  they  have  considered  the  appropriation.  I 
do  not  oppose  the  appropriation,  but  desire  its 
reference  so  it  can  be  understood.  I  have  taken 
some  pains  to  investigate  this  matter  since  the 
last  meeting,  and  the  more  I  investigate  it  the 
more  I  think  it  ought  to  be  considered  and  de- 
cided upon  its  merits.  We  do  not  make  an  ap- 
propriation of  $500  without  examining  into  it  by 
a  committee.  This  is  to  spend  §110,000,  ancl 
because  the  City  Engineer  says  it  is  needed  we 
propose  to  do  it  without  investigation,  and  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  not  join  with  the  Coun- 
cil. Tnat  is  not  the  right  way  to  do  business.  I 
don't  know  but  when  I  get  through  with  my  pres- 
ent investigation  I  may  conclude  it  is  the  only 
way  to  solve  the  problem,  but  until  I  am  assured 
of  that  by  a  committee  which  has  examined  into 
it,  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  it.  The  non-con- 
currence in  the  reference  has  already  taken  about 
as  much  time  as  would  have  been  consumed  by 
referring  it  to  a  committee  and  waiting  for  their 
report.  Why  not  let  it  go  to  the  Park  Commit- 
tee ?  I  have  no  hostility  to  it.  There  is  no  indi- 
cation that  the  Committee  on  Parks  will  report 
adverse  to  it.  I  am  a  park  man  first,  last  and  all 
the  time.  You  understand  that.  I  am  and  always 
have  been  ready  to  vote  generous  appropriations 
for  anything  of  this  sort;  but  I  say  that  within 
this  narrow  limit  $2,000,000  have  been  put  in  lor 
special  improvements— not  regular  ones — within 
the  last  five  years,  and  it  is  time  for  us  to  consid- 
er any  appropriation  involving  more  than  $130,000, 
which  is  not  more  exacting  or  delaying  than  the 
reference  to  a  committee,  which  I  submit — with 
all  due  modesty,  because  it  is  my  own  committee 
— has  been  as  prompt  in  treating  matters  referred 
to  it  as  any  other  committee. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  3 — I  am  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Parks  and  distinctly  remember  the 
City  Engineer  appearing  before  the  committee 
and  answering  all  the  questions  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  propounds.  I  would  ask  him 
it  he  was  present  at  that  meeting. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  was. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  don't  know  any  reason  why  this 
should  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parks. 
It  belongs  there  and  is  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  parks.  The  Park  Commissioners  always 
knew  this  water  would  have  to  be  diverted.  I 
remember  the  City  Engineer  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  said  nothing  could  be  done  with 
the  filling  of  Commonwealth  avenue  unless  those 
waters  were  diverted.  The  Committee  on  Streets 
decided  it  belonged  to  the  Committee  on  Parks. 
The  Park  Commissioners  did  n't  want  to  shoulder 
the  expenditure  of  $110,000,  and  acted  as  if  they 
did  n't  know  anything  about  it.  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks  is  the  proper  reference,  and  hope 
it  will  be  so  referred. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  sympathize  strongly  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  in  regard  to  the 
immense  amount  of  money  that  has  been  spent 
within  the  limits  of  this  Back  Bay  territory  with- 
in the  last  two  or  three  years.  Other  portions  of 
the  city  have  been  taxed  freely  for  the  benefit  of 
real-estate  holders  in  that  section.  Nevertheless, 
I  look  at  this  as  a  business  operation.  I  want  to 
read  the  vote  coming  from  the  Committee  on 
Parks,  which  I  read  at  the  last  meeting: 

"March  1,  1880. 

Voted,  To  request  a  special  appropriation  of 
$110,000,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  covered 
channel  to  carry  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook 
through  the  Back  Bay  park  to  Charles  River." 

I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
21  if  that  vote  was  passed. 

Mr.  Pratt — It  was. 

Mr.  Coe— Was  the  gentleman  present? 

Mr.  Pratt— I  was. 


Mr.  Coe — Then  it  seems  to  me  the  gentleman 
has  been  arguing  against  himself.  If  he  was  sat- 
isfied that  this  was  not  a  proper  appropriation  he 
should  have  opposed  it  in  the  committee  and 
when  the  appropriation  bill  was  put  through. 
But  he  sat  in  his  seat  and  the  appropriation  was 
made  for  this  purpose.  I  am  informed  that  this 
is  the  key  to  the  whole  position,  and  until  some 
arrangement  can  be  made  upon  the  Back  Bay  for 
taking  care  of  the  waters  of  this  brook  the 
other  improvements  we  have  voted  to  make  can- 
not be  done.  Everything  waits  for  this.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Parks  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  made  the  motion  in  antagonism  to 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21.  If  we  send 
it  to  the  committee  we  have  every  evidence  that 
they  will  report  back  in  its  favor,  and  shall  have 
lost  a  week  at  least.  If  we  are  to  do  anything 
here  this  spring  or  summer,  we  are  losing  time  by 
delay. 

Mr.  Pratt — The  gentleman  from  Ward  23  has 
put  me  in  a  wrong  position.  I  stated  clearly  that 
the  matter  had  been  before  the  Committee  on 
Parks,  but  that  it  had  not  been  considered.  It 
came  before  the  committee,  as  I  said,  on  the  view 
of  passing  things  along  to  the  Committee  on  Au- 
ditor's Estimates.  It  was  said  this  money  would 
have  to  be  expended  during  the  season.  Then 
it  was  said  if  that  was  the  fact,  as  it  ap- 
peared upon  the  short  time  we  considered  it 
— I  think  we  gave  it  about  fifteen  to  twen- 
ty minutes'  consideration  —  we  might  as  well 
have  it  put  into  the  appropriation  bill,  or  pass  it 
along  to  the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates, 
and  then  we  could  see  about  it  afterwards.  That 
may  not  be  the  light  way  to  do  business,  but  that 
is  the  way  it  was  done.  I  raised  the  question  in 
committee  whether  it  was  necessary  to  go  to  the 
expense  of  a  stone-covered  arch  for  the  waters  of 
the  brook  through  the  Back  Bay  park,  and  asked 
the  question  why  it  would  not  do  as  well  to  have 
an  open  channel,  since  it  would  be  clear  water  by 
and  by,  and  thus  add  to  the  park  a  handsome  fea- 
ture rather  than  a  disadvantage.  I  was  told  by 
one  of  the  Park  Commissioner  that  that  was  not 
so,  and  that  at  any  rate  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  consider  it  on  its  merits  when  it  came  back  up- 
on the  question  of  authorizing  the  expenditure. 
So  you  see  the  consideration  of  the  matter  was 
suppressed,  and  the  necessity  for  it  taken 
for  granted,  because  the  City  Engineer  and 
one  or  two  of  the  Park  Commissioners  said 
it  would  have  to  be  done.  Without  visiting  the 
site,  examining  the  plan,  knowing  that  the  pro- 
posed channel  is  sufficient  in  diameter,  as  the 
waters  which  will  come  into  it  are  from  two 
channels— one  nine  feet  in  diameter  amd  the  other 
six— without  considering  whether  it  is  best  to  let 
this  water  flow  into  the  basins  of  the  park  and 
out  with  the  falling  and  rising  of  the  tide,  and 
getting  rid  of  building  mason  work  over  all  that 
distance,  the  committee,  without  considering  all 
those  points,  said,  We  will  carry  it  along  to  the 
Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates;  and  it  was 
understood  that  the  merits  of  the  question  were 
to  be  considered  afterward*.  It  has  been  put  into 
the  appropriation  bill  for  the  year.  It  has  been 
stated  on  thi3  floor  year  after  year  that  the  fact 
that  an  amount  has  been  appropriated  for  a  cer- 
tain purpose^  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the 
money  shall  be  expended  for  that  purpose.  How 
does  this  Common  Council  know  that  this  cannot 
be  got  along  without;  that  this  is  not  some  pet 
project,  and  that  it  cannot  be  done  just  as  well 
tor  $25,000?  The  only  waters  that  pollute  the 
brook  are  from  four  or  five  sewers.  There  are 
two  covered  channels  down  to  Parker  street,  near 
the  alleged  Back  Bay  park, and  now  it  is  proposed 
to  take  off  the  water  from  them  by  a  channel 
seven  feet  in  diameter,  to  connect  with  those  two 
channels  at  Parker  street,  carry  it  up  very  near 
the  basins,  and  by  a  winding  s;ream  off  to  Charles 
River;  or  so  much  of  it  as  wili|not  flow  through 
the  seven-foot  channel  is  to  be  allowed  to  go  over 
into  the  basin.  I  asked  the  City  Engineer  why 
not  let  all  the  water  go  into  the  basins,  if  they 
could  let  the  overflow  go  in.  I  might.say  that  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  are  taking  up 
the  work  of  constructing  that  part  of 
the  sewer  to  intercept  the  sewage  from 
Stony  Brook,  and  it  will  all  be  pro- 
vided for  before  the  summer  is  over,  so  that  it 
will  all  be  carried  off  into  the  bay.  I  asked  the 
Engineer,  Why  not  let  all  the  water  go  in  there  as 
well  as  have  two-thirds  of  it  ?  He  said,  We  want 
that  channel' because  we  want  two  connections 
between  the  basins  in  the  alleged  Back  Bay  park 
and  the  Charles  River,  so  that  the  water  may  flow 
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in  one  and  out  the  other.  I  asked  if  that  would 
he  necessary  if  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook  were 
taken  care  of  otherwise,  and  he  said  he  did  not 
think  it  would.  I  do  not  want  to  misrepresent 
him,  but  I  state  his  words  as  nearly  as  I  can  recol- 
lect. I  asked  if  it  was  necessary  to  turn  off  the 
waters  of  Stony  Brook  if  the  water  from  the 
alleged  park  could  be  taken  care  of  otherwise, 
and  he  said  he  diet  not  think  it  would  be.  So  you 
see  I  could  not  find  the  bottom  of  it  in  my  exami- 
nation of  the  City  Engineer.  I  have  been  to  two 
or  three  other  departments  to  rind  the  bottom  of  it 
and  failed.  But  f  venture  to  say,  neither  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks  nor  Auditor's  Estimates  want  to 
stand  up  here  and  say  they  see  through  this  thing 
to  the  bottom,  and  that  it  should  be  put  through 
precisely  as  this  order  proposes.  This  proposed 
archway  extends  from  near  Barker  street  to 
Charles  River.  Now,  what  is  the  reason  Common- 
wealth avenue  cannot  be  built  up  to  that  chan- 
nel, or  that  the  other  improvements  cannot  be 
done  just  as  well  whether  this  channel  is  immedi- 
ately begun  or  not?  No  reason  has  been  urged 
why  the  sun  should  stand  still  or  the  earth  cease 
to  revolve,  if  this  chaunel  is  not  put  through  in  a 
week.  I  do  not  see  any  imperative  necessity  for 
putting  it  through  without  reference  to  a  com- 
mittee. It  is  not  the  custom  to  pass  appropria- 
tions here  without  referring  them  to  some  com- 
mittee and  having  it  understood  before  it  is 
passed.  For  those  reasons  1  have  taken  the 
course  I  have.  I  have  simply  done  it  in  the  inter- 
ests of  good  public  policy. 

Mr.  "Wheeler  of  Ward  10—  It  seems  quite  clear 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  detail  in  carrying  out  a 
larger  project,  and  must  be  decided  by  experts. 
I  do  not  see  that  the  members  of  the  Park  Com- 
mittee would  be  any  better  qualified  to  pass  upon 
it  if  they  knew  exactly  what  the  dimensions  of 
the  conduit  were  to  be.  It  is  a  part  of  the  project 
of  extending  Commonwealth  avenue  and  carry- 
ing out  the  park  scheme.  It  would  be  as  appro- 
priate to  suggest  that  the  Park  Committee  should 
be  consulted  as  to  what  the  span  of  a  bridge 
should  be.  It  is  important  that  the  extension  of 
Commonwealth  avenue  should  be  carried  out, 
because  it  is  well  known  that  property  in  that 
part  of  the  city  is  of  g?-eat  value,  and  that  a  large 
amount  of  additional  taxable  property  will  be 
added  to  the  city  when  it  is  completed.  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  that  the 
city  has  been  taxed  greatly  for  the  bene- 
fit of  that  locality.  It  has  been  taxed  for 
nothing  except  the  filling  of  the  Back  Bay 
park;  but  since  that  has  been  done  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  amount  spent  has  been  returned  in 
additional  taxes.  It  is  not  fair  to  charge  that 
section  in  that  way.  Furthermore,  the  amount 
spent  for  the  park  was  for  the  purpose  of  abating 
a  nuisance,  and  the  late  reports  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners show  that  when  the  betterments  have 
been  paid,  a  comparatively  small  sum  of  money 
will  have  been  expended  for  the  park. 

Mr.  Swift — I  am  not  quite  sure  that  I  compre- 
hend the  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21. 
I  first  understood  him  to  say  that  this  matter  had 
not  been  referred  to  any  committee.  He  after- 
wards explained  that  it  had  been  referred  to  four 
committees.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  cer- 
tain objections  had  not  been  raised;  and  after- 
wards that  he  himself  had  put  those  questions  to 
the  City  Engineer,  when  he  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks,  at  which  meeting  the  gen- 
tleman was  present.  If  the  gentleman  is 
still  in  doubt,  this  is  a  very  good  op- 
portunity for  him  to  obtain  information.  The 
City  Engineer  is  present,  and  if  the  gentleman 
desires  to  inquire  about  the  dimensions  of  this 
conduit,  it  is  a  good  opportunity  to  do  so.  He 
may  save  us  a  good  deal  of  time  by  asking  his 
questions  now. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  think  we  have 
had  about  talk  enough  on  this  matter,  and  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  Council  receded  from  its  former  action— 18 
for  adhering  and  35  against. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  would  ask  if  that  has 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Parks '? 

The  President — It  appears  not. 

Mr.  Christal — Then  I  move  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Parks. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  hope  the  gentleman 
■will  not  insist  upon  that  motion.    I  voted  at  the 


last  meeting  to  lefer  this  matter  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Parks.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  in 
favor  of  or  against  this  project,  but  I  maintain 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  Council  to  have  a  report 
from  some  committee  in  regard  to  putting  a  cov- 
ered channel  through  the  public  park,  as  pro- 
posed in  this  order.  We  have  no  data  upon  which 
we  can  rely  or  to  which  we  can  refer  to  justify 
our  vote  upon  this  question.  If  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question  does  not  prevail,  inasmuch 
as  the  Alderman  would  not  concur  in  the  refer- 
ence, I  shall  propose  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary,  which  is  a  committee 
of  this  Council.  AVe  shall  then  have  a  report 
of  some  committee  as  to  the  advisability  of 
putting  it  through  in  this  way.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  has  shown  how  this  appropriation 
was  passed.  It  is  exactly  as  if  this  Council,  be- 
lieving that  a  new  bridge  to  Charlestown  was 
necessary,  had  voted  that  an  appropriation  of 
§200,000  or  $1300,000  should  be  put  into  the  tax 
levy  for  that  purpose.  But  the  question  would 
come  before  this  Council  in  regard  to  the  proper 
construction  of  the  bridge  before  the  money 
could  be  expended.  The  appropriation  has  been 
made  for  this  covered  channel,  but  the  City 
Council  have  not  decided  how  it  shall  be  carried 
through.  I  maintain  it  is  the  absolute  duty -of 
this  City  Government  to  have  some  specific  re- 
port of  some  committee  to  which  they  can  refer 
as  their  justification  for  such   a  measure  as  this. 

Mr.  Austin  of  Ward  11— In  referring  to  the 
doings  of  the  Aldermen  last  Monday,  I  hud  that 
Alderman  Breck  said — 

[Mr.  Austin  read  the  remarks  of  Alderman 
Bieck  on  this  subject  and  then  continued.] 

It  seems  it  has  been  referred  to  two  committees 
already,  and  I  do  not  see  why  the  order  should 
not  go  through. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — In  answer  to  that  I  would 
say  that  all  the  information  the  City  Council  has 
in  "regard  to  it  is  contained  in  the  item  of  parks 
in  the  appropriation  bill — 

"Covered  channel  through  the  park,  for  the 
waters  of  Stony  Brook,  $110,000." 

That  is  all  the  information  the  City  Government 
has  in  regard  to  the  matter.  They  simply  said  if 
it  is  necessary  to  build  such  a  channel  we  will 
appropriate  S110.000,  in  order  not  to  detain  the 
tax  levy,  leaving  it  for  the  after  consideration  of 
this  City  Council.  There  is  no  other  report  from 
any  committee  in  regard  to  it.  Now  I  submit,  is 
it  fair,  is  it  consonant  with  the  interests  of  this 
city  of  Boston,  for  us  to  spend  |110,000  without 
knowing  what  it  is  for?  We  appropriate  a  cer- 
tain sum  for  incidental  expenses.  We  do  not  say 
how  it  shall  be  spent.  We  spend  certain  sums  in 
this  way,  and  some  in  another  way.  Each  item 
of  that  appropriation  is  considered  before  the 
money  is  spent.  It  is  just  so  with  this  matter. 
We  have  appropriated  §110,000  for  carrying 
the  waters  of  Stony  Brook  through  the  park, 
but  we  have  not  had  a  report  from  any 
committee  as  to  what  is  the  proper  way  of 
carrying  it  through.  1  am  not  prepared 
and  cannot  conscientiously;vote  to  spend  $110,000 
for  building  that  covered  channel  until  some  com- 
mittee has  made'a  report  that  will  enable  me  to 
found  an  idea  as  to  whether  that  is  the  proper 
way  of  doing  it.  If  the  committee  report  a  plan 
showing  how  the  covered  sewer  is  going  through 
there,  it  may  be  that  every  man  will  say  that  not 
one  dollar  shall  l:e  voted  for  such  a  project  as 
that.  We  are  not  doing  our  duty,  or  acting  ac- 
cording to  the  oaths  we  took,  until  we  have  "some 
xepert  showing  how  the  money  is  to  be  spent. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— I  made  the  motion  for  the  previ- 
ous question  because  I  thought  the  matter  had 
been  fully  discussed,  the  sense  of  the  Council  had 
been  taken,  and  it  might  be  settled  by  a  vote,  [f 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  had  any  'remarks  to 
make  he  should  have  made  them  at  that  time. 
But  after  the  decisive  vote  we  have  had,  I  tbinlc 
the  Council  is  prepared  to  act. 

Mr.  Christal— I  understand  there  is  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  the  Council  whether  this 
Should  be  a  covered  or  open  channel.  That  is  an 
important  question.  It  might  be  important  to 
have  a  clear  stream  of  water  go  through  there.  Ii 
it  is  going  to  be  a  covered  brook,  uobodv  will  see 
the  beauty  of  the  stream  of  water  without  going 
into  the  culvert.  Now,  sir,  I  move  to  strike  out 
the  word  "covered." 

The  President  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  or- 
der, pending  the  motion  for  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Christal— Gentlemen  will  consider  that  this 
is  not  understood.  I  was  absent  tonight  dining  a 
greater  part  of  the  debate.      I  hope  the  previous 
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question  will  not  be  put,  but  that  we  shall  have 
time  to  develop  the  facts. 

The    main    question    was   ordered — 35   for,   15 
against. 
The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  that  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  hope  the  reconsidera- 
tion will  prevail,  and  I  move  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table  for  one  week.  I  think 
the  Council  are  acting  hastily  in  this  matter.  No 
gentleman  who  votes  in  favor  of  this  project  can 
justify  himself  either  to  the  city  of  Boston  or  to 
his  constituents,  and  say  he  understands  this 
question.  If  he  can  say  he  understands  it,  and 
knows  where  this  channel  is  going,  I  am  willing 
to  withdraw  my  opposition.  Until  I  have  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  upon  which  to  base  my  vote, 
I  think  I  am  justified  in  opposing  it. 

Mr.  Coe — If  that  motion  prevails  we  might  as 
well  have  referred  it  to  the  committee.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  says  no  committee  has  con- 
sidered this  matter. 

Mr.  Bailey— 1  did  not  say  so.  I  say  this  Council 
have  no  report  of  any  committee  showing  how 
this  covered  channel  is  to  be  built,  how  it  affects 
the  Back  Bay  park  or  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook. 
There  is  no  report  of  any  committee  to  which 
they  can  refer  showing  what  this  thing  is.  All ' 
they  can  show  is  simply  the  naked  item  in  the 
Auditor's  estimates  for  the  appropriation.  As 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  said,  no  member  of 
this  Council  can  tell  where  this  covered  channel 
begins  or  where  it  ends;  and  yet  gentlemen 
stand  up  here  and  vote  $110,000  for  an  archway 
to  carrv  certain  waters  through  the  Back  Bay, 
when  perhaps  we  can  lay  an  open  channel 
as  well  for  §40,000.  No  committee  have  re- 
ported upon  it.  It  is  the  blindest  vote  ever 
passed.  There  is  nothing  to  justify  it.  No  mem- 
ber can  tell  us  about  the  covered  channel  or  what 
we  are  voting  to  do,  and  yet  we  are  voting  to 
spend  <U10,000. 

Mr.  Coe— That  is  a  very  long  answer  to  a  very 
short  question.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  an  engi- 
neer or  competent  to  consider  this  matter.  It  is 
a  question  for  experts.  In  voting  for  this  order 
we  do  so  with  as  much  information  as  we  gener- 
ally do  upon  matters  that  are  to  he  left  to  experts. 
I  will  refer  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  to  the 
report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Department 
of  Parks— their  last  report,  page  17— in  which  he 
will  find  the  whole  matter  fully  discussed.  It  was 
also  before  the  Committee  on  Streets.  I  don't 
know  how  much  they  considered  it.  It  was  also 
before  the  Committee  on  Parks,  where  it  met 
with  some  attention  and  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates,  consisting 
of  thirteen  members,  eight  from  this  branch 
and  five  from  the  Aldermen.  That  committee  were 
very  anxious  to  cut  down  the  appropriations. 
They  knew  how  high  taxes  will  have  to  be  this 
year,  and  they  scrutinized  these  appropriations 
for  the  Back  Bay  very  closely.  They  had  the  City 
Engineer  before  them  and  he  was  questioned 
very  closely  by  members  of  the  committee  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter'  After  that  hearing  the  com- 
mittee voted  unanimously  to  recommend  this 
appropriation  of  $110,000,  not  that  they  were 
capable  of  judging  of  the  details  of  the  matter, 
which  is  to  be  decided  by  experts,  but  they  had 
faith  in  the  engineer.  It  seems  to  me  we  should 
vote  to  spend  the  appropriation  we  have  made. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— Here  is  one  other  matter 
to  be  considered.  This  is  tne  only  plan  suggested 
since  the  plan  for  the  Back  Bay  park  has  been 
reported  upon,  for  disposing  of  the  waters  of 
Stony  Brook,  which  is  consistent  with  the  plan  of 
building  the  park  and  extending  Commonwealth 
avenue.  Betterments  have  been  assessed  tor  the 
park  and  the  extension  of  the  avenue.  People 
who  pay  them  will  have  something  to  say  if  those 
plans  are  abandoned,  as  they  will  have  to  be  if 
the  waters  of  Stony  Brook  are  not  diverted. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  do  not  see  how  the  gentleman  gets 
his  alarm.  He  says  this  whole  scheme  cannot  go 
ahead  unless  this  order  is  passed,  or  if  it  is  laid 
upon  the  table  for  one  week,  or  referred  to  the 
Park  Committee.  There  is  nothing  of  the  sort. 
Where  is  the  charm  about  this  covered  chan- 
nel ?  What  is  the  peculiar  feature  of  this  propo- 
sition that  takes  it  out  of  the  category  of  other 
orders  which  come  before  the  City  Council,  and 
make  its  immediate  passage  imperative,  which  is 
so  dazzling  in  its  brilliancy  and  attraction  of 
some  sort  of  other  that  a  majority  of  this  Coun- 
cil are  willing  to  vote  it  without  referring  it  to  a 
committee  for  a  report.    We  ought  to  have  re- 


spect and  cons'stency  enough  to  insist  that  when 
we  have  voted  to  refer  a  subject  to  a  committee, 
where  it  can  do  no  possible  harm,  to  insist  upon 
that  reference,  even  if  the  Aldermen  differ  with 
us.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  desires  this 
motion  to  reconsider  to  lie  over  one  week  in  or- 
der that  he  may  look  into  it,  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  cot  be  allowed.  I  should  certainly  vote  to 
lay  it  over  one  week. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— I  trust  the  motion  to  reconsider 
will  be  refused.  This  matter  has  been  debated, 
the  sense  of  the  Council  has  been  taken,  and  it 
would  seem  that  when  this  came  to  the  Aldermen 
if  it  had  been  wise  they  would  have  referred  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers.  It  would  be  against 
the  beauty  of  the  Back  Bay  park  to  have  an  open 
sewer  through  It.  We  all  agree  that  an  open 
sewer  would  be  a  nuisance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  the  rale 
limiting  debate  upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
table  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Bailey — The  report  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners has  been  referred  to  in  justification  of 
this  matter.  I  desire  to  read  what  the  commis- 
sioners 9ay  in  regard  to  Stony  Brook  in  their  re- 
port dated  Jan.  26, 1880.    It  is  as  follows: 

"Before  any  important  work  can  be  done  in  de- 
veloping the  Back  Bay  park,  it  is  imperative  that 
the  improvements  heretofore  contemplated  for 
controlling  the  waters  of  Muddy  River  and  Stony 
Brook  be  completed.  The  requisite  legislation 
for  carrying  Muddy  River  in  a  direct  course  into 
Charles  River,  west  of  Brookline  avenue,  by  the 
joint  action  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  town  of 
Brookline,  exists.  The  sewerage  from  the  lower 
part  of  Brookline  is  now  carried  into  Charles 
River  by  a  new  drain;  but  nevertheless  most  of 
the  surface-wash  and  swamp-water  of  that  unsa- 
vory region  of  the  town  bordering  upon  the  city 
is  still  brought  into  the  Back  Bay,  adding  to  the 
defilement  of  the  water  and  contamination  of 
the  air  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
most  rapidly  growing  part  of  the  city. 
Stony  Brook  is  the  natural  outlet  from  a  large 
water-shed  of  several  thousand  acres  in  West 
Roxbury.  During  parts  of  the  winter  and  spring 
months  the  low  lands  of  this  area  are  flooded, 
and  considerable  Dortions  are  kept  permanently 
swampy,  and  thereby  useless  for  building  pur- 
poses or  other  improvement.  This  condition 
will  continue  until  the  brook  is  enlarged,  as 
has  been  proposed.  When  this  is  done  the  or- 
dinary flow  of  the  brook  will  go  to  Charles  River 
through  a  continuation  of  the  conduit  from  Parker 
street,  where  it  now  ends;  while  for  floods  of 
storm  water  and  melting  snow  provision  is  made 
in  the  park,  in  order  to  avoid  the  excessive 
cost  of  so  large  a  conduit  as  would  be 
required  to  accommodate  these  floods,  and 
to  avoid  the  danger  of  a  back  flow 
into  cellars  and  drains  in  the  neighborhood. 
The  construction  of  the  four  new  water-ways, 
namely— first,  under  Beacon  street;  second,  under 
the  extension  of  Commonwealth  avenue;  third, 
under  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad;  and, 
fourth,  under  Boylston  street  in  the  park,  cannot 
be  completed  and  used  until  the  tidal  flow  of 
Muddy  River,  and  the  ordinary  flow  of  Stony 
Brook,  are  diverted.  The  volume  of  water 
now  flowing  up  and  down  thfe  creek  is 
too  great  to  pass  through  the  above-men- 
tioned ways  as  planned,  and  any  important 
enlargement  of  them  would  add  greatly 
to  the  expense  of  construction  and  maintenance, 
and  render  a  proper  treatment  of  the  premises 
impossible.  The  different  parts  of  the  work  are 
so  dependent  upon  each  other  that  the  whole 
should  be  prosecuted  and  completed  simulta- 
neously. It  will  probably  require  two  years  to 
fill  the  area  between  Beacon  street  and  the  rail- 
road (by  the  joint  action  of  the  city  and  private 
owners),  and  Boylston  street  in  the  park,  with 
the  necessary  water-ways  and  bridges. 

Now  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  two 
facts  stated  in  this  report  as  being  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Park  Commissioners  for  this 
project.  First  they  propose  a  certain  enlarge- 
ment for  a  water  way  tfcrough  the  park  because 
the  expense  will  be  so  much  for  a  covered  conduit 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  maintained.  Second,  it 
will  take  two  years  before  this  improvement  can 
be  done.  Yet  we  are  asked  to  pass  this  appro- 
priation tonight,  and  not  to  refer  it  to  a  com- 
mittee because  it  is  so  imperative  to  pass  it  now. 
I  submit  this  is  not  a  proper  course  for  this  Coun- 
cil to  take.  I  do  not  see  where  the  report  of  the 
commission  is  asking  for  this  covered  way.  I 
hope  it  will  at  least  be  laid  upon  the  table  until 
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we  can  obtain  more  information,  because  the 
Council  should  determine  whether  the  Park  Com- 
missioners are  right  and  whether  some  other 
way  cannot  be  determined  upon  to  carry  it 
through  the  park  by  a  covered  channel,  or 
whether  it  can  be  done  only  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— The  more  this  is  dis- 
cussed the  more  I  think  it  should  be  referred  to  a 
committee.  If  the  water  is  to  be  covered,  the 
surrounding  land  and  drain  should  be  covered. 
If  the  brook  is  covered  what  is  going  to  drain  the 
surrounding  land.  When  a  committee  consider 
it  they  will  be  likely  to  make  some  provision  for 
that  important  matter,  and  have  the  brook  di- 
verted at  the  lowest  exijense. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward"  11— I  should  like  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reply  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4.  He  has  read  us  in  a 
very  interesting  manner  a  part  of  the  report  of 
the  Park  Commissioners,  and  has  very  ingen- 
iously argued  from  what  he  has  read.  But  an 
assertion  he  ended  with  has  drawn  my  at- 
tention to  an  inaccuracy  in  his  statement 
as  drawn  from  the  report  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners. If  he  had  read  that  report  a 
little  more  carefully  he  would  have  seen  that 
on  page  ten  special  mention  is  made  of  this 
covered  conduit.    It  is  as  follows : 

"A  covered  conduit  is  to  be  formed  within  and 
near  the  southeastern  boundary  of  the  property  by 
which  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook,  when  at  an  or- 
dinary stage  and  when  the  tide  is  not  above  or- 
dinary high-water  level  in  Charles  River,  will  be 
discharged.  When  the  tide  rises  above  the  out- 
let of  this  conduit  it  is  to  be  self-closing." 

If  any  gentleman  in  this  Council  will  refer  for  a 
moment  to  the  elaborate  plan  of  the  proposed 
improvement  of  the  Back  Bay,  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  commissioners,  he  will  see  in  the 
southeastern  corner,  at  the  right  hand  corner  of 
the  first  pond — he  will  see  a  line  drawn  along 
the  edge  of  the  lake,  marked  Stony  Brook,  and  it 
is  very  easy  to  see  that  Stony  Brook  starts  from 
there  and  runs  under  the  ground  after  that  until 
it  gets  to  Charles  River.  It  appears  there  and 
does  not  appear  again.  As  it  is  to  pass  under  so 
many  streets,  Commonwealth  avenue,  Beacon 
street,  and  all  the  land  oh  the  northerly  side  of  the 
lakes,  any  gentleman  will  easily  perceive  it  is 
best  and  proper  that  there  should  be  a  covered 
conduit  to  convey  the  water.  This  plan  has  been 
adopted  all  through  as  regards  this  improve- 
ment, and  gentlemen  can  understand  from  it 
where  this  covered  conduit  is  to  run. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  would  ask  the  gentleman  to  state 
where  the  covered  conduit  begins  and  ends. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  have  already  endeavored  to 
indicate. 

Mr.  Bailey— Where  does  it  begin  and  where 
does  it  end  ? 

Mr.  Wharton— You  see  Stonv  Brook  marked 
at  a  point  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  lake  ? 

Mr.  Bailey — I  do. 

Mr.  Wharton— It  is  evidently  not  covered  there. 
It  disappears  there  and  begins  to  run  under 
ground.    It  says  so  especially  in  this  report. 

Mr.  Bailey — Designate  the  point. 

Mr.  Wharton— It  says  the  southeastern  bound- 
ary. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  know  the  southeastern  boundary 
goes  all  the  way  from  10.15  to  10.25. 

Mr.  Wharton — The  southeastern  boundary  is  on 
the  left-hand  side  of  the  map  as  I  place  it. 

Mr.  Bailey — It  is  on  the  right-hand  side  as  I 
place  it. 

Mr.  Wharton— If  the  gentleman  will  notice,  the 
north  is  in  the  upper  right-hand  corner  of  the 
map  and  the  south  in  the  left-hand  lower  corner. 
The  line  of  Stony  Brook  is  shown  on  the  souther- 
ly or  easterly  corner  of  the  first  lake. 

Mr.  Bailey— Do  I  understand  that  the  gentle- 
man gathers  from  that  map  that  the  covered  way 
goes  from  numbers  17,  which  is  out  at  Ruggles 
street,  clear  out  to  28.5?  Those  are  the  two  fig- 
ures at  the  beginning  and  end  of  what  is  called 
Stony  Brook  here. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  understand  that  the  covered 
conduit  is  to  extend  from  there  to  the  Charles 
River. 

Mr.  Bailey— Does  the  gentleman  understand  it 
goes  the  whole  length  of  the  park  ? 

Mr.  Wharton— I  so  understand  from  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners. 

Mr.  Bailey— That  is  all. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  merely  rose  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4,  who  stated  that  no  man  can 
understand  where  this  conduit  is  to  go.  I  rose  to 
state  that  any  gentleman  who  has  studied  this 


plan  can  understand  where  it  is  to  run.  As  has 
been  already  stated,  the  appropriation  has  been 
made,  the  expense  we  know  and  it  has  been 
agreed  upon.  I  think  we  can  draw  an  intelligent 
conclusion  as  to  where  this  conduit  is  to  run, 
which  seems  to  be  the  only  objection  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  has.  And  I  think  I  have 
satisfied  him  that  on  that  score  there  is  no  reason 
why  this  matter  should  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  not  interfere  in  this  de- 
bate, except  for  the  reason  that  I  have  consulted 
the  City  Engineer,  who  tells  me  there  is  nothing 
on  this  map  which  indicates  where  the  covered 
conduit  is  to  be.  He  says  that  if  yon  look  upon 
the  map  and  see  Stony  Brook,  it  is  where  the 
brook  comes  into  the  main  street  through  a  pas- 
sageway. The  idea  is  to  run  that  conduit  under 
the  road.  There  is  abs"lutely  nothing  on  the  map 
to  show  where  the  conduit  is.  The  conduit  comes 
in  where  you  see  the  words  "water  gate."  I 
think  it  is  a  pity  to  waste  time  in  explaining  a 
matter  on  the  map  which  is  not  represented 
there. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  11— I  hope  this  will  not 
be  reconsideied.  The  gentleman  says  we  have 
had  no  report.  We  have  had  a  report  and  passed 
the  appropriation.  When  we  have  a  commission 
to  consider  the  matter  and  they  have  reported  upon 
it,  and  we  have  the  testimony  of  Mr. Davis  our  late 
City  Engineer,  and  Mr.  Wjman,  the  present  City 
Engineer,  and  Mr.  Frederick  Law  Olmstead,  the 
landscape  architect,  I  think  we  must  defer  to  their 
judgment.  The  chairman  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners said  this  must  be  done,  otherwise  it 
would  delay  the  work  for  a  year. 

Mr.  Lauten — There  is  another  Council  meeting 
out  in  the  ante-room,  and  we  cannot  hear  a  word 
the  gentleman  says. 

The  President— The  members  in  the  ante-room 
must  keep  as  still  as  possible,  so  that  we  can 
hear. 

Mr.  Freeman— The  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners told  me  today  that  this  would  delay 
the  improvement  on  the  park  a  year  if  the  order 
is  not  passed.  If  gentlemen  will  refer  to  page  8 
of  the  report  they  will  see  that  it  says — 

"A  deposit  daily,  between  high  and  low  water, 
was  also  to  be_  apprehended  of  the  filthy  slime 
which  is  usually  found  where  the  organic  matter 
of  fresh-water  streams  is  first  thrown  into  salt 
water." 

That  is  the  opinion  of  an  expert,  and  those 
who  live  an  the  Back  Bay  do  not  want  any  over- 
flow of  the  slime.  There'has  been  about  enough 
of  it  already.  My  friend  from  Ward  21  says  he  is 
a  park  man,  first,  last  and  always.  I  don't  know 
that  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  say  so,  or  for  me  to 
say  that  I  am  not  a  park  man.  Evidently  he  is 
not  a  friend  of  the  Back  Bay  improvement,  for 
he  has  this  evening  called  it  an  alleged  park. 
This  is  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  the 
sewerage  of  the  city,  in  order  to  make  the  Back 
Bay  fit  to  live  in.  Unless  I  am  mistaken,  the 
Back  Bay  is  going  to  be  the  place  where  we  shall 
get  the  greatest  increase  in  assessed  values 
this  year.  If  we  are  going  to  take,  the  opinion 
of  the  Park  Commissioners,  the  two  engineers 
and  the  landscape  architect,  I  don't  believe  it  is 
necessary  to  take  further  action  upon  it.  There- 
fore I  hope  it  will  not  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
two  or  three  questions  if  he  will  permit  me  to, 
and  will  answer  them.  The  gentleman  says  there 
is  a  report  from  the  Park  Commissioners'  on  this 
subject.  I  will  ask  him  to  produce  the  report  or 
refer  to  it. 

Mr.  Freeman— I  refer  to  the  vote  read  by  the 
gentleman  from  AVard  23,  which  was  passed  by 
the  committee  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Auditor's  Estimates. 

Mr.  Pratt— Was  that  made  to  this  Council  ? 

Mr.  Freeman— I  referred  to  that  order. 

Mr.  Pratt— Why  is  it  that  all  the  other  improve- 
ments we  have  voted  for  on  the  Back  Bay  must 
be  kept  back  for  a  year  if  we  delay  for  one  week 
to  pass  this  order?  If  he  can  explain  that  I 
should  like  to  have  him. 

Mr.  Freeman — I  am  not  an  expert  and 
therefore  prefer  to  leave  such  things  to  experts. 
Mr.  Dalton  told  me  today  that  it  would  delay 
the  work  a  year;  that  the  extension  of  Common- 
wealth avenue  and  the  filling  in  connection  with 
the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  should  be 
done  at  the  same  time.  He  told  me  he  thought  it 
would  put  them  back  about  a  year. 

Mr.  Pratt— In  regard  to  the  first  matter,  I  will 
take  an  illustration.  The  erection  of  a  primary 
schoolhouse  of  two  rooms  at  Ashmont  Station,  in 
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Dorchester,  was  reterred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction.  The  committee  recommend- 
ed that  $5000  be  included  for  that  purpose  in  the 
Auditor's  estimates,  and  it  was  reported  and 
passed  in  the  appropriation  bill  the  same  as  this 
$110,000  was,  as  a  part  of  the  appropriation  for 
this  year.  Subsequently  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction  made  a  report  in  favor  of  the 
erection  of  that  schoolhouse,  told  what  the  cost 
would  be,  and  recommended  the  passage  of  the 
order  to  build  it.  That  is  the  kind  of  a  report  we 
have  from  committees  on  small  matters,  but  when 
it  comes  to  large  matters  like  this,  there  seems  to 
be  some  objection  to  giving  it  the  ordinary  treat- 
ment. The  statement  of  the  Park  Commissioners 
that  the  work  will  be  delayed  is  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  order  will  be  rejected,  and  not  upon 
the  proposition  to  put  it  over  for  a  week  that 
members  may  consider  it. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  hone  gentlemen  will  refer  to  the 
map  for  one  moment.  This  sewer  passes  over  to 
Commonwealth  avenue  on  a  sixty-feet  way.  The 
water  passes  from  one  open  passageway  into  an- 
other. It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the'  covered 
way,  as  explained  by  my  friend  from  Ward  11. 
Tet  we  are -told  if  we  don't  pass  this  vote  Com- 
monwealth-avenue extension  will  be  delayed  for 
one  year.  The  whole  question  is  as  to  the"  means 
of  conveying  the  water  from  one  side  to  the 
other,  and,  according  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  there  is  nothing  on  the  map  to 
show  the  course  it  is  to  take.  Yet  there  is  only 
sixty  feet  of  the  conduit  which  touches  Common- 
wealth avenue.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
has  quoted  from  the  report  as  follows: 

"A  covered  conduit  is  to  be  formed  within  and 
near  the  southeastern  boundary  of  the  property, 
by  which  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook,  when  at  an 
ordinary  stage,  and  when  the  tide  is  not  above 
ordinary  high-water  level  in  Charles  River,  will 
be  discharged.  When  the  tide  rises  above  the 
outlet  of  this  conduit  it  is  to  be  self-closing." 

So  much  he  read  to  us,  but  he  did  not  read  the 
rest,  which  is  as  follows: 

A  basin  is  to  be  formed,  into  which  the  waters 
of  Stony  Brook  will  flow  whenever  the  mouth  of 
the  conduit  is  closed,  and  in  which  they  will  be 
held  until  the  tide  falls  again  below  the  outlet  of 
the  conduit.  Within  this  basin  there  is  to  be  a 
body  of  water  nearly  thirty  acres  in  extent,  with 
outlines,  as  shown  in  the  drawing,  resembling^ 
those  of  a  salt-water  creek  with  coves.  This  will 
be  tide  water  but  with  no  more  ebb  and  flow  than 
is  necessary  to  avoid  stagnation,  the  efflux  and 
reflux  being  regulated  by  a  self-acting  water 
gate,  the  position  of  which  is  shown  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  drawing.  Its  surface  elevation 
under  ordinary  circumstances  is  to  cor- 
respond with  that  of  Charles  River  at 
mean  high  water.  There  will  also  be 
within  the  basin  a  body  of  level  land  of 
nearly  equal  extent  with  the  water,  having  an 
elevation  a  few  inches  higher.  When  freshets 
occur  in  Stony  BrooK  coincidently  with  east- 
erly winds  and  spriug  tides,  which  temporarily 
prevent  an  outflow  into  Charles  River,  the  water 
of  the  brook  is  turned  into  the  basin,  and  the 
creek,  rising,  will  overflow  this  level  ground. 
Usually  such  an  occurrence  could  be  anticipated, 
and,  by  drawing  down  the  water  of  the  creek  at 
the  preceding  ebb  of  the  tide,  a  rise  of  more  than 
a  foot  above  the  ordinary  level  avoided.  Having, 
when  at  this  height,  a  surface  of  fifty-two  acres 
to  spread  over,  a  rise  of  more  than  four 
feet,  by  reason  of  floods  of  Stony  Brook, 
will  not  be  likely  to  occur  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances.  Even  should  special 
precautions  be  neglected,  it  will  not  probably 
happen  more  than  once  in  ten  years,  nor  will  the 
water  ever  be  liable  to  stand  more  than  two  feet 
above  the  ordinary  level  longer  than  two  hours  at 
a  time.  As  the  lighter  fresh  water  will  not  at 
once  mingle  perfectly  with  the  salt,  when  the 
body  of  water  is  more  than  two  feet  above  its  or- 
dinary level,  there  will  be  an  upper  stratum  of 
but  moderately  brackish  water." 

I  want  the  Council  to  consider  that  when  the 
water  in  this  conduit  rises  above  a  certain  level, 
it  is  allowed  to  flow  out.  Now,  why  is  it  not  al- 
lowed to  flow  out  at  all  times?  The  plan  proposed 
may  be  the  best.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  not. 
But  I  say  the  facts  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  states  should  be  put  into  a  report  from  a 
committee  of  the  City  Council,  and  let  us  have 
the  benefit  of  it.  It  is  not  in  the  course  of  proper 
legislation.  We  should  have  the  opinion  of  the 
Park  Commissioners  and  the  City  Engineer  and 
any  others  who  favor  this  plan.    When   that  is 


done  we  can  vote  as  we  think  best.  Gentlemen 
will  observe  by  looking  at  the  map  that  after  the 
water  flows  through  the  conduit  it  flows  out  into 
an  open  stream.  If  that  water  is  impure  before 
it  goes  into  the  conduit,  it  is  certainly  impure 
when  it  comes  out  into  the  open  air  again.  If 
that  is  so,  we  might  just  as  well  save  the  expense 
of  a  covered  conduit  in  the  first  place. 

Mr.  Wharton — The  gentleman  will  see  by  the 
paragraph  he  has  just  read  that  the  basin  is  to  be 
formed  to  receive  the  water,  in  cases  of  high  tide, 
when  the  mouth  of  the  conduit  is  closed.  When 
the  tide  falls  the  water  is  to  be  let  out. 

Mr.  Bailey — But  the  plan  of  a  covered  conduit 
to  which  the  gentleman  has  referred  runs  along 
the  whole  length  of  the  map,  and  it  flows  into 
two  open  channels  before  it  gets  into  Charles 
River. 

Mr.  Freeman— Do  you  understand  that  the  cov- 
ered conduit  flows  into  the  park  before  it  gets  to 
the  Charles  River. 

Mr.  Bailey — The  gentleman  says  it  does,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  the  City  Engineer 
says  this  plan  don't  show  anything  about  it  at  ail. 
You  caunot  tell  anything  about  it.  All  we  ask  is 
to  refer  it  to  some  committee  so  that  we  can  tell 
something  about  it.  This  Council  has  no  business 
to  vote  such  an  appropriation  without  referring 
it  to  a  committee.  I  say,  ask  the  engineer,  and 
embody  his  statement  in  a  report  to  this  Council. 

Mr.  Williams— When  I  voted  on  this  subject  be- 
fore, it  was  with  the  idea  that  the  improvement 
was  a  necessity,  and  that  nothing  else  could  go 
on  until  this  was  disposed  of.  This  debate  has 
brought  out  pretty  thoroughly  the  fact  that  this 
matter  has  not  been  considered  to  the  extent 
which  I  supposed  it  had;  certainly  we  have  had 
no  printed  report  upon  which  to  form  an  opinion. 
For  that  reason  I  would  be  glad  to  have  it  recon- 
sidered. It  is  too  important  to  be  forced  through 
in  a  hurry,  and  delay  of  a  week  would  not  make 
any  difference  in  the  putting  it  through  during 
the  year.  I  certainly  think  it  ought  to  go  through, 
but  we  ought  to  be  very  sure  of  it  before  we  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  have  had  the  honor  to  consult 
the  City  Engineer  since  I  was  last  upon  my  legs, 
and  I  can  state  to  the  Council  upon  his  authority 
that  there  is  no  place  where  the  waters  of  Stony 
Brook  come  to  light  after  entering  the  conduit 
until  they  enter  Charles  River. 

Mr.  Bailey— But  this  Council  has  no  report  of 
that  kind  from  any  committee. 

Mr.  Swift  suggested  that  the  City  Engineer  be 
requested  to  explain  the  course  of  the  conduit. 

Mr.  Pratt  objected  and  insisted  that  the  matter 
should  take  its  usual  course,  that  the  statement 
of  the  Engineer  should  be  made  Defore  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  the  majority  should  be 
magnanimous  to  the  minority,  who  had  made  a 
very  brave  struggle,  and  allow  the  matter  to  go 
over  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  thought  the  reconsideration  and 
reference  would  merely  result  in  doing  again 
what  they  had  already  done. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  it  was  ordered  that 
the  debate  be  closed  in  one  minute. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble—yeas 33,  nays  28. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bailey,  Blakemore,  Bowker, 
Child,  Christal,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Devine, 
Donahoe,  Dudley,  Folan,  Hancock,  Hosley, 
Kendricken,  Kidney,  Lauten,  Maguire,  Mc- 
Laughlin, Morrison,  Murphy,  Nason,  Perkins, 
Plimpton,  Pratt,  Sibley,  Sweetser,  Taylor, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Ward,  Whitmore,  Williams,  Wy- 
man— 33. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Austin,  Barry,  Bigelow, 
Brown,  Coe,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Dolierty, 
Farwell,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman,  Hilton, 
Hollis,  Howard,  Lovell,  McNamara,  O'Dowd, 
Pray,  Rogers,  H.  N.Sawyer,  N.  Sawyer,  Sweeney, 
Sr.,  Swift,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler— 28. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Messrs.  Brimbecom, 
Cronin,Denney,  Greenough,  Hart,  Lane,  Parkman, 
Sweeney,  Jr.— 8. 

Elections  and  Confirmation. 

Reports  nominating  and  certificates  of  the  elec- 
tion of  the  following-named  officers: 

Auditor  of  Accounts  —Alfred  T.  Turner. 

City  Collector— Thomas  Sherwin. 

City  Treasurer— Charles  H.  Dennie. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted  in  concur- 
rence. The  rule  was  suspended  in  each  case,  and 
elections  were  had. 
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For  Auditor  of  Accounts — Committee,  Messrs. 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2,  Barry  of  Ward  16,  Bailey 
of  Ward  4. 

Whole  number  of  votes 59 

Necessary  for  a  choice 30 

Jack  Frost 1 

January  Chrvstal 1 

Benjamin  S.  Turner 2 

Thomas  Sherwin 2 

Charles  H.  Dennie 1 

Alfred  T.  Turner 53 

Mr.  Turner  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
City  Collector— Committee,  Messrs.  Morrison  of 
Ward    17,    Brimbecom  of  Ward  18,  Howard  of 
Ward  4. 

"Whole  number  of  votes 42 

Necessary  for  a  choice 22 

clear  Chrvstal -8 

Thomas  Sherwin 41 

Mr.  Sherwin  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
For  City  Treasurer— Committee,  Messrs. Wyman 
of    Ward  21,  Williams    of  Ward   11,    Taylor    of 
Ward  16. 

Whole  number  of  votes. 42 

Necessary  for  a  choice 22 

Charles  H.  Dennie 28 

George  A.  Shaw 1 

William  Doogue 1 

Tor  ineligible  candidates 2 

Mr.  Dennie  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Message  from  the  Mayor  appointing,  subject  to 
approval,  Benjamin   F.  Stacy  as  a  Trustee' of  the 
City  Hospital  for  two  years. 

A  ballot  was  ordered  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— MesM-s.  Lauten  ol  Ward  14, Williams  of  Ward 
11  and  Bowker  of  Ward  16. 

Whole  number  of  votes 59 

Necessary  for  confirmation 30 

Yes 53 

No 6 

Mr.  Stacy's  nomination  was  confirmed  in  con- 
currence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  erect  a  new  brick  schoolhouse  at 
Egleston  square  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $45,000. 
Passed  in  concurrence.  A  motion  to  reconsider 
was  lost. 

NEW    COURT    HOUSE. 

Mr.  Coe  called  for  the  special  assignment  at 
nine  o'clock,  viz.: 

Kesolve  adverse  to  the  location  of  .the  proposed 
new  Court  House  an  Pemberton  square. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following 
as  a  substitute  : 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee  be 
appointed,  consisting  of  three  Aldermen  and  live 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  on  the  subject 
of  erecting  a  new  Court  House  for  Suffolk 
County. 

Ordered,  That  said  committee  be  enjoined  to 
consider  the  absolute  necessity  of  economy  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  at  the  present 
time,  and  to  limit  its  recommendations  to  such 
measures  as  cannot  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  raised  the  point  of 
order  as  to  the  first  order,  whether  it  is  compe- 
tent for  the  Council  to  pass  it,  inasmuch  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  exclusive  jurisdiction 
in  the  matter. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  aware  that  this  is 
a  question  of  some  intricacy.  The  Board  of  Al- 
dermen have  the  exclusive  right  to  take  land, 
but  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  enjoin  the  build- 
ing of  the  Court  House  upon  the  City  Council  and 
not  upon  the  Board  of  Aldermen  alone,  and  the 
Chair  thinks  it  is  fair  to  lean  in  favor  of  giving 
all  the  power  to  the  Common  Council  as  a  branch 
of  the  City  Council,  and  therefore  will  entertain 
the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  —  The  unexpected  objection 
raised  by  the  gentleman  will  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  interfere  with  the  brief  argument  I  in- 
tended to  make.  Inasmuch  as  you  have  already 
overruled  it,  it  seems  to  me  the  question  is  simply 
this:  Have  we  the  power  to  pass  such  an  order, 
and  is  this  the  proper  time  to  pass  it?  I  intend 
to  be  very  brief.  I  will  first  read  the  short  sec- 
tion which  apparently  gives  the  power  to  the  City 
Council.  It  is  section  5  of  chapter  128  of  the  acts 
of  1880: 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston,  act- 
ing by  its  City  Council,  to  erect  within  a  reason- 
able time  after  any  taking  authorized  by  this  act, 
a  suitable  Court  House  for  the  use  of  the  courts 
of  the  Commonwealth  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  and  for  other  purposes  incidental  there- 
to, upon  the  land  so  taken." 

There  can  be  no  question  that  it  is  the  duty  of 


the  City  Council  to  build  a  Court  House  within  a 
reasonable  time  alter  the  laud  is  taken.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen  must  take  the  land  by  the  1st 
of  December,  during  the  present  year,  and  after 
that  time,  they  having  failed  to  act,  the  Commis- 
sioners o£  the  Supreme  Court  shall  take  the  land. 
It  is  an  open  secret  that  if  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
do  not  take  the  land,  the  commissioners  will  be 
appointed.  That  was  the  intention  of  those  who 
got  the  act  passed,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that 
will  be  the  result.  It  being  the  duty  of  the  City 
Council  to  take  into  consideration  the  building 
of  the  Court  House,  I  think  no  one  will  claim 
that  it  can  be  done  in  any  other  way  than  by 
a  joint  committee.  Inasmuch  as  joint  com- 
mittees have  successfully  carried  to  conclusion 
more  important  matters  than  this,  it  is  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  is  a  suitable  method  of  dis- 
charging the  duty  imposed  upon  us  by  the  law. 
The  only  question  is,  Is  this  a  proper  time  lor  the 
appointment  of  such  a  committee  ?  I  think  I  can 
show  certain  reasons  to  bring  the  Council  to  the 
same  conclusion  that  I  have.  This  new  Court 
House  will  cost  a  great  deal  of  money,  which 
would  be  well  applied.  When  anybody  under- 
takes to  build  a  house,  the  first  question  is,  how 
large  a  house  is  required  and  how  the  rooms  can 
best  be  arranged.  And  the  gentleman  generally 
calls  in  a  suitable  architect.  The  first  thing  for 
us  is  to  appoint  a  joint  committee  to  see  the  num- 
ber of  rooms  required  and  call  in  an  architect  to 
see  how  those  rooms  can  best  be  arranged. 
Whenever  that  preliminary  matter  is  settled,  it 
will  be  proper  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  go 
ahead  and  take  the  land  required.  That 
would  seem  to  be  following  the  course  which 
prudence  would  dictate.  Up  to  the  present 
time  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  had  no  idea  of 
what  is  required  for  a  Court  House.  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  looking  at  the  plans  for  the  new 
Court  House  drawn  by  the  City  Architect.  They 
were  submitted  at  the  public  hearing  last  Friday, 
owing  to  a  statement  I  made.  They  were  then 
seen  by  the  public  for  the  first  time,  and  were  se- 
verely criticised  by  members  of  the  bar,  especial- 
ly Mr.  Francis  E.  Parker,  a  well-known  member 
of  the  bar,  who  has  particularly  examined  into 
this  matter.  It  was  very  evident  to  any  one  who 
looked  into  it  that  there  was  a  most  remarkable 
outlay  required  for  the  scheme  drawn  by  the  City 
Architect.  It  seemed  to  me  and  almost  every- 
body else  there  that  the  object  was  to  produce 
enough  buildings  and  lay  out  enough  rooms  to 
cover  a  specified  space.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  plan  looking  to  as  small  a  Court  House 
as  we  cculd  get  and  do  justice  to  the 
persons  to  be  accommodated.  I  think  all 
of  you  will  agree  with  me  that  if  plans 
drawn  by  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
only,  without  the  consent  or  concurrence  of  the 
Common  Council,  take  up  a  space  of  ground 
which  seems  to  be  unnecessary,  a  suitable  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject and  get  proper  plans.  It  is  a  matter  in  which 
the  Council  has  great  interest,  because,  if  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  take  200,000  feet  of  land,  the 
Common  Council  is  not  bound  to  build  on  more 
than  12,  20  or  25,U0O  feet,  as  it  sees  fit.  More  than 
that,  it  is  necessary  for  this  Council  to  consider 
the  matter  and  refuse  to  appropriate  any  more 
money  than  is  necessary.  We  are  now  in  a 
place  where  we  have  to  talk  about  our  dollars. 
No  project  has  been  introduced  this  year 
which  does  not  require  a  wise  economy.  We 
all  know  we  have  a  loan  of  $900,000  that  we 
can  use,  and  we  understand  from  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committee  there  may  be 
$300,000  or  $400,000  come  in  during  the  year.  In 
my  opinion  it  will  be  a  wanton  waste  of  the  pub- 
lic money  for  this  Council  ever  to  concur  in  a 
plan  for  a  new  Court  House  which  will  take  sixty 
to  seventy  thousand  square  feet  of  land.  Every- 
body knows  that  the  present  site  occupies  only 
twelve  to  thirteen  thousand  feet,  and  there  is 
only  one  court  outside  of  that  building.  Conse- 
quently, when  a  committee  propose  to  take  70,000 
feet,  they  immediately  put  themselves  upon  the 
defensive  in  regard  to  their  action.  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  proper  to  enter  into  this  matter  with- 
out submitting  the  whole  subject  to  competition 
among  the  architects  of  the  country.  It  may  be 
that  we  have  the  best  talent  in  Boston  in'  the 
world.  I  hope  it  is  so,  and  hope  it  will  come  in 
competition  with  the  plans  of  architects  of  other 
cities.  In  building  a  structure  of  this  size  and 
cost  it  is  important  that  we  should  have 
the  best  talent  before  we  settle  upon  a 
plan.       We    should    have    a  committee  of  this 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


kind  to  do  what  I  am  sure  no  commit- 
tee of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  ever  done,  and 
that  is,  we  want  a  committee  to  see  what  rooms 
are  indispensable— how  many  court,  judges  and 
jury  rooms  are  actually  needed;  and,  having 
found  how  many  are  ample  for  the  purpose,  we 
ought  to  put  our  foot  down  and  say  we  will  spend 
do  more  money  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 
Now,  sir,  we  all  know  that  a  building  increases  in 
expense  in  accordance  with  its  mathematical 
size.  If  we  begin  with  a  building  covering  13,000 
feet,  and  jump  to  one  covering  five  times  as  much 
space,  these  great  corridors,  ample  stairways  and 
large  apartments  will  lead  us  to  an  enormous  in- 
crease in  the  cost  and  style  in  which  tie  building 
will  be  erected.  There  will  be  more  money  spent 
in  the  decoration  of  a  building  than  is  needed. 
It  is  almost  impossible  to  build  an  enormous 
building  without  being  led  into  untold 
extravagance,  because  everybody  will  say, 
Let  us  make  it  an  ornament  to  the 
city.  As  I  have  already  said,  this  is  time 
for  economy.  If  the  present  Court  House 
can  be  made  to  answer  for  the  next  hundred 
years,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Common  Council  to 
present  that  fact  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  But 
the  first  step  is,  I  think  we  ought  to  have  an  au- 
thoritative committee  to  call  before  them  the 
various  judges  and  officers  of  the  courts  and  find 
out  what  is  needed.  I  wish  to  state  a  thing  which 
made  a  very  unpleasant  impression  upon  my 
mind  at  the  "last  hearing,  as  upon  others.  The 
question  was  asked  the  architect,  Why  do  you 
need  to  jump  from  13,000  feet  to  70,000?  and  the 
only  answer  was,  It  is  not  enough.  What  reason 
is  there?  No  answer  was  vouchsafed  by  the  City 
Architect.  Everybody  who  has  built  a  house 
knows  that  the  architect  takes  his  tone  from  the 
employer.  If  he  believes  a  man  wants  a  house 
forty  feet  wide,  he  will  draw  a  plan  for  him  on  that 
basis;  but  if  the  man  savs  I  want  a  house  fifteen 
feet  wide,  the  architect  will  arrange  to 
give  him  as  good  a  house  as  he  cau  at  that 
width.  It  seems  to  me  the  city  of  Boston  ought 
not  to  go  into  such  an  extravagant  matter  as  this 
without  knowing  what  is  required  to  be  be  spent 
for  this  purpose,  and  what  is  actually  needed  for 
a  Court  House.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  se- 
lection of  a  site  belongs  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. I  do  not  pretend  that  the  intent  of  this  or- 
der is  to  interfere  with  that  authority.  But  after 
these  consultations  by  a  joint  committee,  and 
with  the  care  which  our  committees  usually  give 
to  every  subject,  if  that  committee  reports  that 
by  putting  a  building  three  or  four  stories  high, 
and  that  all  the  courts  can  be  accommodated  in 
such  a  building,  1  think  the  city  of  Boston  ought 
to  say,  we  will  stop  theie;  anu  I  think  it  will  be  a 
guide  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  selecting  a 
site  if  they  know  what  is  the  opinion  of  those  who 
have  investigated  the  subject  as  to  what  is  a 
sufficiently  large  piece  of  ground.  If  we  want  to 
take  a  piece  of  ground  70,000  feet,  the  selection 
may  be  confined  to  one  or  two  lots.  But  if  you 
take  an  ordinary  house  lot,  it  is  evident  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  an  increased  field  to 
select  from.  Consequently  an  investigation  made 
by  a  joint  committee  in  this  way  will  be  a  most 
valuable  aid  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the 
raorA  difficult  matter  which  peculiarly  belongs  to 
them  in  selecting  a  site.  If,  as  any  competent 
committee  will  find,  a  piece  of  land  of  25,000  or 
30,000  feet  will  accommodate  all  the  courts  in  the 
building,  and  the  offices  connected  with  it,  and 
if  they  report  that  fact  to  the  City  Council,  then 
1  think  the  Board  of  Aldermen  can  find  a  good 
many  sites  with  that  number  of  feet.  From  the 
debates  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  I  think  they  are  by  no  means  averse  to 
being  relieved  of  some  responsibility  in  this  mat- 
ter. I  have  followed  this  subject  for  many  years 
and  have  a  manuscript  book  of  all  the  hearings, 
and  about  all  the  newspaper  articles  in  regard  to 
a  Court  House.  To  me  this  is  an  old  story.  I  have 
seen  committees  come  in  and  report  unan- 
imously and  found  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen unable  to  agree  upon  a  site. 
I  believe  an  attempt  was  made  to  forestall  opin- 
ion in  this  matter,  and  I  think  that  will  be  the 
case  this  year.  At  the  last  meeting  the  Board 
steod  4  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
and  7  against  it.  From  the  arguments  made  by 
the  individual  members  of  the  Board  I  do  not 
think  the  Aldermen  would  consider  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  for  this  purpose  ill 
chosen.  These  considerations  are  so  entirely  in 
favor  of  proceeding  in  a  sensible  and  methodical 
manner,  that  I  hope  the  Council  will  be  disposed 


to  attend  to  the  matter  at  the  present  time.  This 
act  was  approved  by  the  governor  on  the  22d  of 
March.  We  have  waited  two  months  before  ex- 
ercising our  power.  It  cannot  be  said  we  are  un- 
courteous  to  the  Aldermen,  or  propose  to  inter- 
fere with  them  in  the  exercise  of  duties  peculiar 
to  them.  But  it  does  seem  to  me  it  is  time  for  us 
to  take  some  action.  I  have  only  to  remind  the 
Council  that  by  their  vote  twice  this  year  they 
have  signified  their  desire  that  the  Council 
should  bear  a  part  of  this  responsibility.  I 
have  only  to  refer  to  Document  31,  dated  the 
19th  of  February,  a  month  before  the  new  act  was 
passed.  Our  rights  and  duties  are  stronger  and 
more  imperative  in  the  new  act  than  under  the 
old.  I  hope  the  Council  will  favorably  consider 
the  substitute  I  have  offered.  I  believe  the  sec- 
ond order  embodies  the  same  idea  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  23  intended  to  embody  in  his. 
It  calls  for  the  strictest  economy  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  at  the  present  time.  This 
is  the  first  year  in  my  experience  when  it  has 
been  my  intention  to  bring  this  matter  before  the 
Council,  but  it  is  one  which  presses  upon  us  and 
it  will  continue  to  until  the  end  of  the  year. 
Every  project  which  presses  before  the  Council 
feels  the  weight  of  this  overlying  matter  which 
must  take  precedence  of  every  other. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Referring  to  that  part 
of  the  amendment  which  provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee,  I  desire  to  say  that  that 
is  exceedingly  objectionable.  The  appointment  of  a 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council 
to  consider  the  Court  House  question  was  gone 
into  in  1878,  but  the  committee  were  not  recog- 
nized— and  properly  so— by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, because,  as  a  matter  of  law,  the  Aldermen 
had  the  exclusive  right  in  1878,  under  the  act 
under  which  they  acted  a  year  ago,  when  they  ex- 
hausted their  powers,  ana  those  rights  were  re- 
vived by  act  of  the  last  Legislature.  Therefore, 
so  far  as  the  appointment  of  this  joint  commit- 
tee is  concerned,  to  consider  the  question  of  a 
site,  that  is  wholly  incompetent.  We  shall  make 
ourselves  a  laughing  stock  if  we  do  so,  for  as  a 
matter  of  law  we  have  no  right  to  appoint  such  a 
coihmittee.  Therefore  I  would  move  the  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  that  part  of  the  proposi- 
tion before  us.  So  far  as  the  resolve  is  concerned, 
I  believe  that  is  objectionable  and  that  it  is 
incompetent  for  us  to  pass  it,  and  give  notice 
that  I  shall  move  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table  in  order  that  members  of  the  Council 
may  inform  themselves  in  regard  to  it.  I 
am  very  sure  the  lawyers  of  this  body  who  have 
examined  the  subject  will  agree  with  me  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  acting  as  County  Commis- 
sioners, have  the  right,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  go 
on  and  provide  a  Court  House,  and  they  having 
done  so,  the  city  will  then  be  absolutely  liable  to 
pay  the  bills,  and  this  body,  as  a  matter  of  law.will 
practically  have  no  voice  in  the  question.  I  have 
the  best  authority  for  my  opinion  on  this  subject, 
and  it  is  also  The  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— What  is  the  opinion  of 
the  City  Solicitor? 

Mr.  Wheeler — That  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as 
County  Commissioners,  are  obliged  to  select  a 
site  for  a  Court  House  and  erect  a  building  upon 
it,  and  they  having  done  so,  the  city  will  be  re- 
sponsible to  pay  the  bills,  and  that  the  Common 
Council  practically  will  have  no  voice  in  the  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  Bailey— Is  that  the  opinion  of  the  City  Soli- 
citor in  regard  to  the  new  act  ? 

Mr.  Wheeler— That  is  as  I  understand  it. 

Mr.  Bailey— Will  the  gentleman  tell  me  the 
meaning  of  section  5  prescribing  the  duty  of  the 
City  Council  to  erect  a  suitable  building  upon  the 
site  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  land  is 
taken  ? 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  should  say  that  would  confirm 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Bailey— The  act  says,  "It  shf>ll  be  the  duty 
of  the  city  "of  Boston,  by  its  City  Council."  What 
is  the  meaning  of  those"  words?  Does  that  mean 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  ? 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  have  the  opinion  of  other  well- 
advised  legal  gentlemen  upon  the  subject,  and  it 
is  that  practically  under  the  act  the  City  Coun- 
cil will  not  have  a  voice  in  the  matter, 
inasmuch  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  acting  as 
County  Commissioners,  are  obliged  to  provide  a 
Court  House.  Therefore,  as  it  is  incompetent  for 
us  to  act,  and  as  we  do  not  wish  to  act  in  an  unbusi- 
nesslike way,  and  pass  resolves  or  orders  that  will 
be  really  improper,  and  particularly  is  it  ob- 
jectionable to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
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committee,  as  that  matter  was  gone  into  thorough- 
ly in  1878,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  appoint 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  this  branch,  and  the 
result  was  the  Common  Council  became  almost  a 
laughing  stock  in  that  Board  They  were  not 
recognized  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  So  far  as 
my  examination  of  this  question  is  concerned, 
there  is  a  competent  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  who  are  considering  this  mat- 
ter, and  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  them.  When 
the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  was  made 
the  act  passed  by  the  last  Legislature  was  not  in 
force.  The  act  of  1867,  under  which  the  Board 
acted  a  year  ago,  of  course  had  practical- 
ly been  repealed  because  their  powers  un- 
der it  had  been  exhausted.  But  the  con- 
dition of  things  since  that  report  has 
been  changed  by  reason  of  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  the  late  Legislature.  Referring  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  as  to  the 
matter  of  extravagance,  I  should  like  to  have 
every  member  attend  the  adjourned  hearing  be- 
fore the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Aldermen 
tomorrow.  I  am  very  sure  they  will  conclude 
that  all  parties  are  interested  to  act  as  economi- 
cally as  v>ossib)e  upon  the  subject,  and  that  the 
City  Architect,  who  has  examined  it  very  closely, 
is  disposed  not  to  construct  a  building  which  will 
cover  a  certain  amount  of  land,  but  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  proper  accommodations 
for  the  Court  House  business.  It  might  be  proper 
enough  to  say  in  reference  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  present  Court  House,  that  if  the  City  Gov- 
ernment can  have  that  building  to  be  used  in  con- 
nection with  City  Hall,  it  will  save  a  rental  of 
822,500  a  year,  just  the  amount  now  paid  for  out- 
side offices.  That  is  five  per  cent,  on  §500,000, 
and  it  is  urged  as  a  matter  of  economy 
that  the  present  building  would  be  used  for 
offices  now  outside  of  City  Hall  for  which  rooms 
have  to  be  leased  by  the  city.  There  is  this  great 
objection  to  the  resolve.  It  purports  to  state  that 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Common  Council  the  pres- 
ent proposition  is  not  desirable  or  the  one  which 
the  Council  prefer.  Now,  until  the  Council  have 
examined  the  subject  closely,  they  are  not  in  a 
condition  to  express  an  opinion  upon  it.  I  there- 
fore move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
portion  of  the  amendment  which  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee.  I  think  all 
parties  who  are  informed  upon  that  subject  must 
see  the  entire  impropriety  of  attempting  to  join 
with  the  Aldermen  in  the  selection  of  a  site. 

The  President— Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  a 
certain  resolve  and  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  has 
offered  a  substitute  for  that  resolve,  which  is  in 
the  nature  of  an  amendment.  It  will  be  impossi- 
ble to  apply  a  subsidiary  motion  to  an  amend- 
ment. The  Chair  cannot  entertain  the  motion  to 
indefinitely  postpone,  as  the  motion  to  amend 
takes  precedence. 

Mr.  Wheeler— Then  I  will  move  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  hope  the  order  will  not 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  for  the  reason  that  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  imperatively  necessary  for  the 
Council  to  adopt  some  such  order  as  this.  I  am 
surprised  to  hear  my  friend  opposite,  from  Ward 
10,  take  the  course  he  has  after  the  express  report 
he  made  to  this  Council  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Wheeler— 1  stated  that  since  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  1880  the  condition  of  things  had 
changed. 

Mr.  Bailey— Very  well.  I  am  still  more  sur- 
prised if  that  is  '  his  reason.  Before  that  act 
passed,  by  the  express  report  and  opinion  of  the 
gentleman,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  authority, 
under  the  act  of  1852,  to  build  the  necessary 
buildings  for  court  purposes,  except  that  any  ex- 
penditure the  estimated  expense  of  which  ex- 
ceeded $5000  was  required  to  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  concurrence.  There  is  no  pre- 
tence on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  or  anybody 
else  that  the  act  of  1852  was  changed  in  an'v  way 
until  tnis  act  of  1880.  Does  the  act  of  1880  give 
any  additional  powers  to  the  Board  of  Alderinen 
for  the  erection,  alteration  or  repair  of  anv  build- 
ing? This  act  is  to  provide  for  the  takingof  land 
and  erecting  a  Court  House  thereon.  The  first 
four  sections  deal  simply  with  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, authorizing  them  to  take  the  land. 
The  fifth  section  is  as  follows:  [Mr.  Bailey 
read  section  5,  as  above  printed. 1  Now,  does 
that  act  change  in  any  particular  the  rights  of 
the  City  Council,  or  takeaway  any  of  the  rights 
of  the  Common  Council  that  existed  before  that 
act  existed.    Does  the  gentleman  say  he  can  con- 


strue that  act  in  that  way?  After  it  gives  the 
power  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  take  land  for 
a  Court  House,  it  then  expressly  states  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston,  by  its 
City  Council,  to  erect  that  building.  Does  it  take 
away  any  of  the  powers  of  the  Common  Council 
in  regard  to  erecting  that  building.  I  cannot  un- 
derstand how  he  can  construe  it  in  that  way.  It 
does  not  limit  them  to  erecting  a  Court  House 
upon  all  the  land  so  taken.  It  says  the  City  Coun 
cil  shall  proceed  to  erect  a  suitable  CourtHouse. 
If  they  should  take  three  acres  of  land,  for  in- 
stance, and  provide  plans  for  a  building  to  cost  a 
million,  they  would  be  obliged  to  send  that  to  the 
Council,  who  have  power  to  alter  or  amend,  and 
the  Council  could  say  no,  it  is  only  necessary  for 
the  courts  to  occupy  one-third  of  that  land, 
and  you  cannot  go  on  and  put  a  single  brick  on 
that  land  until  the  Council  say  you  can.  Now  if 
that  is  the  law,  it  is  a  proper  reason  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  special  committee  to  consider  the 
subject.  Another  reason  is,  it  will  allow  the 
committee  to  consider  the  advisability  of  repair- 
ing the  present  Court  House.  I  believe  that  is  the 
only  way  to  get  a  good  Court  House.  Both  the 
approaches  to  the  square  can  be  closed  up,  addi- 
tional land  can  be  used,  and  we  can  put  up  a 
handsome  building  there,  building  out  from  this 
building  to  the  Court  House,  leaving  an  archway 
to  go  through,  which  will  leave  a  courtyard  abun- 
dantly suitable  for  all  purposes,  and  the  whole 
cost  will  not  exceed  $500,000.  I  believe  in  the 
adoption  of  this  order  to  confer  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  see  if  it  cannot  be  considered. 
It  will  also  give  them  an  opportunity  to  consider 
how  much  land,  in  the  opinion  of  both  bodies,  is 
essential  for  a  Court  House. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  merely  wish  to  correct  one 
mistake  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  I 
am  not  at  all  afraid  of  the  opinion  he  has  ex- 
pressed here,  because  I  have  followed  the  subject 
more  closely  than  he  has.  I  find  in  all  his  state- 
ments an  indefinite  haziness  which  has  no  effect 
upon  my  mind.  He  cannot  tell  where  there  has 
been  a  change  in  the  condition  of  things  since  the 
report  of  February  last,  whicn  he  drew,  or  at  all 
events  fully  indorsed.  I  think  the  Council  under- 
stand that  laws  are  made  to  be  such  as  we  can 
understand.  When  the  Legislature  says  the  City 
Council  shall  do  a  thing,  I  think  we  are  justified 
in  appointing  a  committee  to  attend  to  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  referred  to  the  proceed- 
ings in  1878.  I  will  not  trouble  the  Council  long 
enough  to  open  that  package  to  show  what  was 
said  in  1878,  but  it  is  a  fact,  which  I  can  substan- 
tiate if  required,  that  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Crocker  was  owing  to  a  curious  blunder  in 
which  he  desired  to  join  on  the  matter  of  taking 
land  to  the  erection  of  a  Court  House.  It  was  a 
curious  blunder  for  a  lawyer  to  make,  but  it  so 
stands  upon  the  record.  When  sent  to  the  Alder- 
men they  said  the  law  gave  them  control  of  the 
taking  of  the  land,  but  they  invited  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Council  to  come  and  see  it  with  them, 
which  they  retused  to  do.  The  fact&stand  entire- 
ly different  now,  although  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  tries  to  mix  those  babies.  Nobody  de- 
nies that  the  Aldermen  have  a  right  to  take  the 
land,  but  it  is  clearly  claimed  that  under  the  law 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  put  up  the 
buildings,  acting  by  its  City  Council.  It  is  clear 
that  when  the  City  Council  is  directed  to  do  any- 
thing, unless  it  is  something  requiring  the  pas- 
sage of  an  immediate  vote,  it  is  customary  and 
the  duty  of  the  City  Council  to  discharge  that 
duty  by  means  of  a'committee. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  substitute  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

The  Chair  appointed  on  said  committee  Messrs. 
Whitmore  of  Ward  12.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10,  Bailey 
of  Ward  -1,  Coe  of  Ward  23,  and  Swift  of  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Mr.  Wheeler — l  ask  to  be  excused  from  that 
committee  for  the  reason  that  I  think  it  is  an  un- 
businesslike way  for  us  to  proceed  and  wholly  in- 
competent for  us  to  take  the  steps  proposed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  venture  to  express  the  hope 
that  the  Council  will  not  excuse  Mr.  Wheeler.  If 
we  are  going  to  be  hanged,  let  us  all  be  hanged 
together.  I  think  the  committee  should  repre- 
sent every  shade  of  opinion  in  the  Council. 

The  President  said  he  had  endeavored  to  have 
gentlemen  of  different  opinions  upon  the  eom- 
mittee. 

The  Council  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  Wheeler. 
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EATON    SQUARE. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  called  for  the  special  as- 
signment for  8%  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Order  to  name  the  open  space  bounded  by 
Adams,  Bowdoin  and  Church  streets,  Dorchester, 
"Church  square." 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  was  my  misfortune  at  the 
last  meeting  to  have  brought  forward  this  matter 
at  the  request  of  a  friend,  and  it  stands 
in  my  name  as  giving  the  name  of 
Church  tS(luare  t°  this  locality.  I  have 
had  a  number  of  remonstrances  from  people  in 
consequence.  I  did  not  intend  to  indorse  the 
order,  and  in  proof  of  that  I  will  now  move  to 
strike  out  the  word  "Church"  and  insert  the  words 
"Mount  Ida."  Many  people  in  Dorchester  have 
stated  that  this  is  the  name  given  to  a  hill  rising 
immediately  in  front  of  the  square.  Persons  who 
have  been  righting  for  various  names,  "Lyman," 
"Upsall,"  "Percival,"  and  others,  seem  to  have 
taken  up  with  this  beautiful  name,  and  it  appears 
to  be  as  good  a  compromise  as  has  been  offered. 
If  it  is  rejected,  I  shall  shed  no  tears,  but  I  do 
wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  am  not  in  favor  of 
having  it  called  Church  square. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Waid  4—1  will  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  24  how  he  gets  over  the  chapter  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  requiring 
that  the  names  of  all  public  ways  in  the  city  of 
Boston  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  will  leave  that  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  to  answer,  as  I  believe 
he  was  the  father  of  the  act. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  child 
was  changed  in  the  nursing.  It  is  not  exactly  the 
one  I  carried  up  to  the  State  House;  but  I  have 
an  explanation  which  I  believe  to  be  sufficient, 
although  I  don't  undertake  to  give  any  opinion  of 
law  on  any  subject  except  court  houses.  But  this 
piece  of  land  is  jot  a  puDlic  highway.  It  is  to  be 
laid  out  as  a  common,  in  charge  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Grounds,  and  is  not  a  highway  or  by- 
way.   That  is  the  explanation  as  given  to  me. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  will  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  if  this  land  is  not  on  a  passageway  used  by 
teams  driving  through  there. 
.  Mr.  Whitmore— The  highway  still  retains  the 
name  of  the  street,  and  this  is  a  little  centre 
piece  of  ground,  no  longer  to  be  considered 
a  piece  of  the  highway.  I  understand  it  to  be  ex- 
actly like  Boston  Common,  which  is  surrounded 
by  Tremont,  Beacon,  Charles  and  Boylston  streets, 
but  is  not  a  highway.  By  the  terms' of  the  order 
I  suppose  this  little  piece  of  land  will  constitute 
all  the  Common,  and  the  highways  enclosing  it 
are  to  retain  their  present  names. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  propose  to  offer  as  an 
amendment  the  name  of  "Eaton."  This  place  has 
oeen  known  for  upwards  of  a  hundred  years  by 
the  name  of  Eaton's  Tavern.  I  have  here  a  book 
containing  a  survey  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity, 
showing  the  distance  from  the  Old  State  House  to 
all  the  prominent  towns  and  villages  within  fif- 
teen miles,  and  in  speaking  of  the  different  points 
in  Dorchester  reference  is  made  frequently  to 
Eaton's  Tavern.  From  the  Old  State  House  to 
Dorchester,  by  the  Five  Corners  to  Eaton's  Tavern, 
near  Dr.  Harris's  meeting  house;  also  from  the 
Old  State  House  to  the  Dorchester  Upper 
Meeting  House  and  Eaton's  Tavern.  I 
understand  it  was  also  put  In  all  the 
almanacs  from  1775,  and  reference  was  made  to  it 
as  Eaton's  Tavern.  The  present  residents  of  Dor- 
chester, or  a  majority  of  them,  desire  that  this 
spot  should  retain  the  name  of  Eaton,  which 
seems  to  me  to  be  tbe  most  appropriate.  I  trust 
the  amendment  will  be  passed,  that  we  shall  set- 
tle upon  that  name  tonight,  and  hear  nothing 
more  about  it. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  (to  call  it  E<.ton  Square)  was  passed. 

Mr.  Sawyer  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

Sent  up. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7— Petition  of  Mary  Malo- 
ney,  for  compensation  for  injuries  sustained  on 
Rutherford  avenue. 

By  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14— Petition  of  L.  H.  Hig- 
gins,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  his  wagon. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
Sent  up. 

•  SWEEPING    MACHINES. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  the  following  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13,  who  had  to 
leave: 


Ordered— That  the  Superintendent  of  Health  be 
requested  to  discontinue  the  sweeping  of  unpaved 
streets  with  sweeping  machines  in  South  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on  motion 
of  Mr.  O'Dowd.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Report,  That  it  is  inexpedient  that  master's 
offices  be  constructed  in  the  Adams  and  Bunker 
Hill  schoolhouses,  the  present  accommodations 
being  sufficient.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report,  That  the  order  authorizing  the  Commit- 
tee on  Faneuil  Hall  to  renovate  the  portraits  and 
paintings  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1050,  ought  to 
pass,  as  the  work  is  much  needed  and  the  cost 
reasonable.  Accepted,  and  said  order  was  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order— That  the  Telephone  Despatch 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  place  their 
fixtures  upon  the  roof  of  Engine  House  No.  4, 
Bultinch  street,  provided  the  same  is  done  with 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioneis. 
Order  passed.    Sent  up. 

PLAYGROUNDS. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  the  order  appropriat- 
ing $1000  to  playgrounds— That  inasmuch  as  the 
amount  expended  for  this  purpose  last  year  was 
only  §418,  and  as  a  portion  of  the  work  paid  for 
from  that  sum  will  not  be  needed  to  lie  done 
this  year,  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
order  in  a  new  draft  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
be  authorized  to  provide  playgrounds  in  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  city  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
§600;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
to  Common,  etc. 

Order  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  and  passed.  A  motion  1o 
reconsider  by  Mr.  Coe,  hoping  it  would  not  pre- 
vail, was  lost.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  submitted  reports  of 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  as  follows: 

Sarah  C.  Atkinson,  to  be  compensated  for  in 
juries  on  Tremont  street. 

Richard  Thomas,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his 
horse  aud  vehicle  on  Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18  offered  au  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Printing  be  directed  to  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  reporting  and  publishing  the 
proceedings  and  debates  of  the  City  Council  for 
one  year  from  the  first  day  of  July,  1880,  and 
make  a  contract  far  the  same;  the  expense  there- 
of, not  to  exceed  $0000,  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Printing.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PARKS. 

Mr.  Wheeler  oifered  an  order— That  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  one  member 
of  the  Common  Council  be  added  to  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Public  Parks. 

Mr.  Wheeler  requested  not  to  be  placed  upon 
that  committee  if  the  order  should  be  passed.  In 
reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Swift,  Mr.  Wheeler 
said  the  subject  was  very  important,  and  thought 
the  minority  should  be  represented  on  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Coe  said  the  members  had  considered  the 
whole  subject,  the  work  had  been  divided,  and  if 
a  new  member  was  appointed,  he  would  have  to 
begin  at  the  beginning,  a«d  by  easy  stages  arrive 
at  the  position  which  the  committee  had 
reached. 

Mr.  Wheeler  thought  it  was  not  quite  fair  to 
raise  such  an  objection.  The  Park  Committee 
are  all  of  a  mind,  apparently,  on  so  important  a 
subject,  while  there  are  many  in  the  Council  op- 
posed to  parks.  He  thought  the  citizens  at  large 
would  like  to  have  the  minority  in  the  Council 
represented. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  it  a  dangerous  precedent 
to  increase  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  creat- 
ing discord  in  it.  He  knew  it  was  unpleasant  to 
sit  in  the  minority,  but  it  is  better  to  suffer  a 
little  than  to  overturn  rules  which  are  well  set- 
tled. 

Mr.  Wheeler  thought  all  subjects  can  be  better 
considered  by  persons  representing  both  sides  of 
the  question." 

Mr.  Lauten  said  Mr.  Wheeler  had  told  him  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  City  Point  park,  and  there- 
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lore  he  did  not  see  what  the  gentleman  would 
gain  by  being  put  on  the  committee. 
The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading. 

DECORATION  DAY. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the  City 
Hall  and  public  offices  be  closed  on  Saturday, 
May  29,  at  noon,  and  that  all  employes  of  the  city 
whose  services  are  not  indispensable  receive  a 
half-holiday. 

Mr.  Christal  moved  to  make  it  a  whole  holiday. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  this  matter  had  grown  to  be 
a  custom  and  probably  will  be  for  the  present 
generation.  It  is  usual  to  give  a  half-holiday, 
and  he  hoped  no  change  would  be  made. 

Mr.  Christal  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  renewed  the  amend- 
ment for  a  full  holiday,  so  that  officers  of  the  city 
who  belong  to  the  Grand  Army  may  take  part  in 
the  forenoon  exercises. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  that  they  would  have 
a  half-holiday  anyhow,  and  he  would  accept  an 
amendment  to  make  it  apply  to  all  who  are  con- 
nected with  the  Grand  Army. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  many  employes  of  the  city  not 
members  of  the  posts  always  take  part  in  the 
parades,  and  a  whole  holiday  would  give  them 
that  opportunity. 


Mr.  Christal  coincided  with  Mr.  Perkins.  It 
would  give  many  an  opportunity  to  see  their 
friends. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  that  it  was  not  a  legal  holi- 
day, and  it  was  not  customary  to  make  this  a 
whole  holiday. 

Mr.  Perkins  did  not  believe  in  giving  people  a 
half-holiday  wheu  everything  was  over. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  to  strike  out  the 
word  half,  and  make  it  a  full  holiday. 

As  amended  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

APPORTIONMENT  OF  ASSESSMENTS. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24  offered  an  order— That 
chapter  187  of  the  acts  of  1880  relating  to  the  ap- 
portionment of  special  assessments  for  improve- 
ments in  the  city  of  Boston  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  accepted.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.    Sent  up. 

SPECIAL  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  offered  an  order— That  all 
persons  in  the  employ  of  the  city  be  allowed  suffi- 
cient time  to  vote  at  the  special  election  ordered 
on  Saturday,  the  5th  of  June  next,  without  loss 
of  pay.  Passed.  A  motion  to  reconsider  was 
lost.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of 
Ward  8. 
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BOARD      OF      ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    34,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Undertaker— John  A.  Finn.    Confirmed. 
Public  Weigher— Daniel  P.  Driscoll.  Confirmed. 
Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of  Wood  and 
Bark— Uriel  M.  Hutchins.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Horace  H.  Soule 
&  Co.,  for  leave  to  maintain  and  use  a  hoisting 
apparatus  at  537  Atlantic  avenue;  Augustus  Par- 
ker et  al.,  that  the  order  to  set  edgestones  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Warren  and  Columbia 
streets,  be  rescinded;  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  additional  tracks  in  Cambridge  and 
Alford  streets,  Charlestown;  H.  W.  Tilton  et  al., 
for  flagstone  crossing  from  Oliver  to  Kilby  street, 
across  Milk  street;  Edward  Maynz  et  al.,  that 
edgestones  be  set  en  Newbury  street,  from  Exeter 
to  Fairfield  street;  J.  E.  Bray,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct a  driveway  into  his  estate  on  Rutherford 
avenue. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
F.  A.  Keith,  193  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Franklin  King, 
on  Ware  street;  Julia  M.  Winter,  on  Gardner  ana 
Lincoln  streets,  Brighton;  Globe  Nail  Company 
to  lay  down  gas  pipes  under  Howard  street,  at 
their  premises. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Sarah  L.  Richardson,  Administratrix,  489,  491 
and  593  Saratoga  street;  Hewitt  &  Webster,  Rock- 
land street;  A.  H.  Rhodes,  Rockland  street. 

John  Soley,  to  move  wooden  buildings  from  29 
Henchman  street  to  7  same  street,  and  from  450 
Commercial  street,  Ward  6,  to  rear  of  7  Hench- 
man street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  National 
Lancers,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  June  14,  in  which 
to  celebrate  their  anniversary. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Thomas  W.  Carter,  for  reduction  oi  rent  of  wharf 
property  on  Albany  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as 
follows :  N.  &  A.  Tufts,  new  wooden,  four  horses, 
on  Beach  street,  near  Medford,  Ward  4;  A.  Hallen, 
old  wooden,  one  horse,  No.  22  North  Mead  street, 
Ward  4;  William  Fenno,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
Bowdoin  street,  near  Union  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Shepard  Rob- 
bins  <&  Co.,  that  the  dock  at  Tileston's  wharf  be 
dredged;  Charlotte  M.  Thurston  et  al.,  for  a 
sewer  in  Parker  street,  Charlestown;  East  Boston 
Citizens'  Trade  Association,  that  the  Porter-street 
sewer  may  be  relaid  from  Bremen  street  to  its 
outlet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Alexander  Mann,  to  extend  a  wooden 
building  on  rear  of  26  Williams  street,  Ward  5; 
John  Bertram,  to  extend  a  wooden  building  on 
287  West  Broadway,  Ward  13. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Catherine 
Foley,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  sustained 
by  a  fall  on  Hanover  street,  near  Parmenter 
street,  April  20,  1880;  Arthur  F.  Boardman,  to  be 
compensated  for  injuries  caused  by  the  defective 
condition  of  Merrimac  street,  near  Hay  market 
square,  May  11,  1880;  Joseph  L.  Boardman,  for 
compensation  for  injuries  done  to  his  wagon  on 
account  of  a  defect  in  Merrimac  street,  near  Hay- 
market  square,  May  11, 1880. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Ed- 
ward Strong  et  al.,  that  the  Speare  lot  on  Centre 
street,  West  Roxbury,  be  selected  for  a  play- 
ground: D.  H.  Blaney  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray 
a  portion  of  the  expense  of  watering  Maverick 
and  Central  squares. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  F.  Matchett 
et  al.,  that  the  court  leading  from  Oakland  street, 
Brighton,  be  lighted. 

HEARINGS. 

On  proposed  construction  of  sewers,  in  Lee 
street,  West  Roxbury;  in  Palmer  street,  Rox- 
bury; and  in  Greenwich  place,  Dorchester.  No 
objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

On  petition  of  Jeremiah  Carew,  vs.  Old  Colony 


Railroad  Company,  for  assessment  of  damages 
for  land  taken  in  South  Boston.    No  objections. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following: 

On  the  petition  of  Jeremiah  Carew,  that  this 
Board  would  estimate  the  damages  sustained  to 
his  leasehold  estate  on  West  Fourth  street  by  the 
location  and  construction  of  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road upon  and  over  the  same,  as  in  his  petition  is 
more  fully  set  forth,  it  now  appearing  that  due 
notice  has  been  given  to  the  said  respondent  cor- 
poration of  the  pendency  of  said  petition,  it  is 
upon  consideration, 

Ordered,  That  the  damages  sustained  by  the 
petitioner,  Jeremiah  Carew,  by  the  location  and 
maintenance  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  upon  his 
leasehold  estate,  and  to  his  shops,  works  and  ma- 
chinery, as  in  his  petition  is  more  fully  set  forth, 
be  estimated  to  this  Board  in  the  sum  of  one 
dollar. 

Passed. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Report,  no  action  necessary,  on  providing 
rooms  for  the  masters  of  the  Adams  and  Bunker 
Hill  schoolhouses.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

An  order  for  the  discontinuance  of  street 
sweeping  machines  on  unpaved  streets  in  South 
Boston.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health 
in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  play  grounds  in 
the  city  at  a  cost  of  $600.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  Telephone  De- 
spatch Company  to  attach  one  of  their  fixtures 
upon  Engine  House  No.  4.  Order  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petitions,  of 
Sarah  C.  Atkinson  to  be  paid  forpersonal  injuries 
received  on  Tremont  street;  of  Richard  Thomas 
for  compensation  for  loss  of  a  horse  and  damage 
to  his  vehicle  on  Washington  street.  Severally 
accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  all  employes  of  the  city  time  to 
vote  on  June  5.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  directors  of  East  Boston  ferries. 
(City  Doc.  74.)    Placed  on  file. 

The  report  and  order  for  the  discontinuance  of 
the  Charlestown  Almshouse  came  up  referred  to 
the  Special  Committee  on  the  Treatment  of  the 
Poor.    Concurred. 

Order  to  accept  chap.  187  of  the  acts  of  1880, 
relating  to  "special  assessments  on  real  estate  of 
a  portion  of  the  cost  of  public  improvements." 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  in  con- 
currence. 

Decoration  Day. 

Order  to  close  the  public  buildings  belonging  to 
the  city  on  the  29th  inst.,  "Decoration  Day,"  and 
to  allow  employed  a  holiday. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  understand  that  the  labor- 
ing men  in  the  Water  Department  have  never  re- 
ceived the  benefit  of  that  order.  I  don't  know 
why  such  a  distinction  should  be  made.  I  believe 
this  order  is  broad  enough  to  cover  that  depart- 
ment, and  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Water  Board  will  conform  tr>  the  order,  and  give 
their  employes  tne  benefit  ot  It  the  same  as  the 
other  departments  do. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
Eaton  Square. 

An  order  came  up  to  dedicate  the  vacant  land 
at  junction  of  Bowdoin,  Adams  and  Church 
streets  as  a  public  ground  under  the  name  of 
Eaton  square. 

Alderman  Caton— There  is  quite  a  feeling  in 
Dorchester  District  on  account  of  the  name  of 
this  square,  and  I  think  unnecessarily.  It  seems 
to  me  if  it  was  called  Church  square,  it  would  sat- 
isfy the  citizens  there  generally,  while  if  it  is 
called  Eaton  square,  it  will  displease  a  good 
many.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be  con- 
curred in. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  move  to  amend  by  substi- 
tuting "Church  square"  for  "Eaton  square." 

Alderman  Slade — I  do  not  suppose  we  can  please 
all  the  people  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  square 
by  giving  it  any  name  that  can  be  suggested.  But 
I  must  say  again,  as  I  have  said  on  this  subject 
before,  that  there  are  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
for  calling  it  Eaton  square.  It  was  the  residence 
of  the  Eaton  family  for  about  one  hundred  years, 
more  or  less.  Church  square  does  not  seem 
to  amount  to  anything  as  a  name.  Whether  there 
is  another  church  square,  so  called,  I  do  not 
know;  but  there  is  a  plenty  of  squares  around 
churches  that  might  be  called  Church  square  as 
well  as  this  place  out  there.  I  hope  this  board 
will  vote  to  give  it  the  name  of  Eaton  square,  as 
it  has  come  from  the  Council.    I  was  acquainted 
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with  Captain  Eaton  for  about  twenty-five  years, 
and  I  guess  thirty,  and  from  any  knowledge  I  had 
of  the  man  I  fail  to  see  any  good  reason  why  this 
square  should  not  be  called  after  his  name,  in 
honor  of  the  family  who  lived  there  so  many 
years.  I  don't  think  it  requires  much  to  be  said 
upon  the  subject. 

Alderman  Caton— There  is  a  good  deal  of  feel- 
ing out  there  if  I  may  judge  from  the  letters  I 
have  received  from  that  district.  I  think  it  will 
satisfy  the  people  by  calling  it  Church  squaie.  It 
is  appropriate,  because  there  is  a  Church  street 
nearly  opposite  this  piece  of  ground.  I  don't 
think  Mr.  Eaton  was  so  bad  a  man  as  some  peo- 
ple say;  but  it  seems  to  me  there  maybe  some 
prejudice  against  the  old  gentleman;  I  think  the 
best  thing  to  do  will  be  to  call  it  Church  square. 

Alderman  Slade— I  think  as  little  can  be  said 
against  Mr.  Eaton  as  against  any  other  person.  I 
never  knew  an  out  about  that  man  in  my  life.  In 
proof  of  that  you  may  refer  to  the  public  offices 
given  to  him  during  his  lifetime.  I  believe  he 
belonged  to  a  party  that  was  not  in  the  majority 
there,  but  still,  on  account  of  his  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity, the  people  chose  and  elected  him  to  vari- 
ous offices,  because  they  believed  in  his  honesty. 

Alderman  Woolley— The  naming  of  this  square 
took  up  a  good  deal  of  the  time  ox  the  last  City 
Government.  While  I  am  not  thoroughly  posted 
and  have  no  paiticular  interest  in  the  naming  of 
it,  still  I  would  like  to  satisfy  the  citizens  residing 
in  that  neighborhood,  and  having  been  ap- 
pr.  ached  by  several  distinguished  citizens  and 
taxpayers,  today,  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  not 
having  formed  any  real  opinion  a*  to  what  the 
name  should  be  myself,  I  should  like  a  little  fur- 
ther time  to  consider  it. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley,  the  subject 
was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  New  Court  House. 

Orders  came  up  for  the  appointment  of  a  Spe- 
cial Committee  (Messrs.  Whitmore,  Wheeler, 
Bailey,  Coe  and  Swift  to  be  joined),  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  new  Court  House;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee be  enjoined  to  consider  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money  at  the  present  time,  and  to  limit  its  recom- 
mendations to  such  measures  as  cannot  be  post- 
poned. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  intended  to  move  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone,  but  within  a  day  or  two  some 
gentlemen  have  been  to  me  and  asked  me  not  to 
do  that,  and  I  told  them  I  would  not.  But  I  hope 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  will  prevail. 
When  the  proper  time  comes,  the  order  can  be  so 
divided  that  a  joint  committee  can  be  appointed, 
and  that  will  be  when  this  Board  shall  have  de- 
cided where  they  will  locate  the  Court  House. 
Then  will  be  the  time  to  appoint  a  joint  commit- 
tee on  the  erection  of  the  building.  Under  the 
statute,  the  members  of  the  Council  have  no 
right  to  take  any  part  in  the  location  of  a  Court 
House.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  alone,  acting  as 
County  Commissioners,  have  the  sole  right  to  se- 
lect a  site  and  take  land  for  Court  House  pur- 
poses. 

Alderman  Woolley— While  I  have  no  particular 
objection  to  the  order  lying  on  the  table  for  one 
week,  or  for  a  limited  time,  so  that  gentlemen 
can  get  all  the  information  necessary  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  it  does  seem  to  me  it  is  a  proper 
order  to  be  introduced,  and  that  we  should  have  a 
joint  committee  to  consider  this  matter.  It  is  im- 
portant that  we  should  know  what  kind  of  a  Court 
House  we  require,  how  large  a  one  is  needed, 
that  we  should  not  buy  twice  as  large 
a  plot  of  land  as  we  need.  When  we  have  decided 
upon  the  size  of  the  Court  House  we  can  select  a 
lot  of  land  suited  for  it,  and  prepare  plans  for  a 
proper  building.  It  seems  to  me  the  subject  of 
this  order  should  be  considered  before  we  locate 
a  Court  House. 

Alderman  Caton — This  order  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  be  a  proper  one.  In  the  first  place,  if  I 
understand  the  order,  it  is  for  a  joint  committee 
on  the  erection  of  a  Court  House.  Now,  as  we 
don't  know  whether  the  Aldermen  will  decide  to 
take  land  for  a  Court  House,  it  seems  to  me  it 
will  be  premature  .to  appoint  a  committee  to  erect 
such  a  building.  I  have  no  objections  to  a  joint 
committee  at  the  proper  time,  and  presume  there 
will  be  one  when  the  time  comes. 

Alderman  Tucker— 1  don't  see  any  objection  to 
that  order  at  all.  I  certainly  cannot  perceive 
anything  unfair  in  the  proposition. 


Alderman  Flynn— The  objection  to  it  is  that  the 
statute  provides  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as 
County  Commissioners  shall  select  a  site  for  a 
Court  House.  The  order  provides  that  a  joint 
special  committee  consisting  of  three  Aldermen 
and  five  members  of  the  Common  Council  shall 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  erect- 
ing a  Court  House,  and  what  the  cost  shall  be, 
even  before  we  have  selected  the  site.  That  is  the 
purport  of  the  order.  Now,  until  we  select  a  site, 
what  right  have  we  to  join  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  a  committee  to  consider  the  subject,  and 
select  a  site  for  us?  The  act  does  not  so  pro- 
vide. It  provides  that  this  Board  as  County  Com- 
missioners shall  select  a  site.  The  act  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Section  1.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  acting  as  County  Commissioners  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  take  and  hold,  by  purchase  or  other- 
wise, so  much  land  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  erection  thereon  of  a  Court  House  by  the 
city  of  Boston  for  the  use  of  the  courts  of  the 
Common%vealth  within  and  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk  and  other  purposes  incidental  thereto, 
and  for  a  Court-house  yard  for  the  same;  and 
they  may  appropriate  and  use  therefor  any  land 
now  owned  by  the  city." 

The  act  doe's  not  p'rovide  that  the  City  Council 
shall  do  that,  but  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
shall  do  it.  There  is  another  section  which  gives 
power  to  the  City  Council  to  erect  a  Court  House: 

"Sect.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, acting  by  its  City  Council,  to  erect  "within  a 
reasonable  time  after  any  taking  authorized  by 
this  act,  a  suitable  Court  House  for  the  use  of  the 
courts  ot  the  Commonwealth  in  and  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk  and  for  other  purposes  inci- 
dental thereto  upon  the  land  so  taken." 

I  think  that  section  covers  the  whole  objection 
of  the  Alderman  opposite. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Tucker— Since  that  matter  has  been 
so  fully  explained,  it  impresses  me  strongly  that 
this  order  from  the  Council  should  pass,  for  the 
reason  that  the  two  branches,  consulting  togeth- 
er, can  tell  a  great  deal  better  what  Sirid  of  a 
Court  House  they  want,  and  decide  upon  what 
size  the  building' should  be,  and  give  the  County 
Commissioners  a  better  idea  of  it  than  this  Board 
can  from  acting  alone. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  appears  to  me  that  the 
order  before  ns  does  not  interfere  in  the  least 
with  the  duties  of  the  special  committee  of  this 
Board  appointed  to  select  a  site  for  the  Court 
House,  but  that  it  merely  complies  with  the  law 
in  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  the  Erection  of  a  Court  House. 
It  does  not  interfere  with  the  action  of  this  Board 
in  the  selection  of  a  site.  I  believe  it  is  an  ex- 
traordinary law,  and  never  ought  to  have 
been  passed  by  a  Massachusetts  Legisla- 
ture—giving this  Board  power,  by  a  vote  of 
6  to  5,  to  place  a  debt  on  (he  city  of  Boston 
of  millions;  because  the  act  places  no  limit  on 
the  amount  of  debt  this  Boarcl  may  incur,  and  I 
am  surprised  that  Aldermen  will  get  up  here  and 
object  to  the  City  Council  having  anything  to  do 
with  the  Court  House.  I  think  it  is  perfectly 
legitimate  for  the  City  Council  to  appoint  a  joint 
committee  to  consider  the  subject  of  a  Court 
House.  It  will  take  a  long  time  to  do  it;  it  will 
reauire  many  meetings  of  the  committee  to  look 
into  and  ascertain  all  the  wants  of  the  city  and 
county  in  relation  to  a  Couit  House,  and  I  believe 
the  order  ought  to  pass.  It  does  not  interfere  with 
this  Board  or  our  Special  Committee.  It  merely 
appoints  a  joint  committee,  under  an  act  passed 
by  the  last  Legislature,  to  look  into  what  is  really 
wanted  for  a  Court  House  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
This  Board  of  Aldermen  can  take  the  responsi- 
bility and  force  a  site  upon  the  city  if  they  please; 
but  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  the  City  Council, 
and  they  have  a  perfect  right,  to  appoint  a  joint 
committee  to  look  into  the  matter  of  a  Court 
House.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass,  although  I 
have  no  objection  to  its  being  laid  over  to  ascer- 
tain other  facts  bearing  upon  it. 

Alderman  Caton— I  do  not  object  to  a  joint 
committee  at  the  proper  time.  But  it  will  be  one 
or  two  years  hence,  even  if  this  Board  take  a  site, 
before  we  begin  to  do  much  about  building  a 
Court  House,  and  meantime  other  City  Govern- 
ments will  come  in.  I  cannot  see  what  use  the 
committee  will  be.  They  will  have  nothing  to  do  if 
they  haven't  the  power  to  select  a  site  for  a  Court 
House.  I  move  that  the  order  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 
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Alderman  Slade  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table. 

The  orders  were  indefinitely  postponed  by  a  ris- 
ing vote — 6  for,  5  against. 

Alderman  Flynn  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

LOCATION    ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  South 
Boston  Kailroad  Company  accepting  their  twen- 
ty-eighth location ,  granted  by  this  Board  May  10, 
1880.    Placed  on  rile. 

ALLEGED  EVASION  OP  TAXES. 

The  following  was  received : 

Assessors'  Office,  City  Hall,  I 
Boston,  May  22,  1880.     ) 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston— An  order  approved  on  the  18th  inst.  has 
been  received  by  this  department  requesting  the 
Board  of  Assessors  "to  furnish  to  toe  City  Coun- 
cil a  list  of  the  names  and  residence  of  persons  , 
householders  in  Boston,  who  have  moved  from 
the  city  from  the  first  day  of  April  to  the  first  day 
of  May,  1880,  together  with  the  amount  of  prop- 
erty in  each  case  lost  to  the  city  tor  the  purposes 
of  taxation  by  such  action  of  the  owners." 

The  Board  of  Assessors  desire  to  state  that  they 
have  received  during  the  current  year  and  pre- 
viously thereto,  notices  from  householders  in 
Boston  that  they  claimed  some  other  place  than 
Boston  as  their  legal  residence. 

There  is  no  law  that  requires  such  notice,  or 
that  makes  it  when  received  conclusive  evidence 
that  a  change  of  domicile  has  been  effected.  The 
board  can,  if  they  deem  that  any  of  the  persons 
who  reside  a  part  of  the  year  in  Boston  are  legally 
taxable  therein,  assess  such  persons  for  poll  or 
personal  estate,  at  any  time  before  the  work  of 
assessment  is  completed;  say,  about  the  first  of 
August  next.  Consequently  the  admission  of  the 
fact  of  removal  and  the  amount  of  taxable  valu- 
ation for  the  year  1880  lost  to  the  city  depends 
upon  action  yet  to  be  taken  by  the  Board  of  As- 
sessors after  consideration  of  each  case.  It  has 
been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  that 
persons  who  have  established  a  domicile  other 
than  Boston  can,  under  some  circumstances, 
maintain  it,  and  remain  in  continuous  residence 
in  their  city  dwellings  during  the  winter  and 
spring  months  of  any  year,  beyond  the  first  day 
of  May,  without  incurring  liability  to  taxation 
upon  their  polls  or  personal  estate  in  this  city.  A 
large  number  of  the  wealthiest  householders  of 
Boston,  who  pay  their  personal  taxes  elsewhere, 
do  not  in  any  year,  and  have  not  the  present  year, 
"moved  from  the  city"  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
May.  For  the  purposes  for  whiah  we  understand 
the  Government  desire  the  information  requested 
of  our  board,  this  class  should  be  included  in  our 
list.  They  are,  however,  clearly  excluded  by  the 
terms  of  the  order. 

The  information  requested  is  of  such  a  charac- 
ter that  the  Board  of  Assessors  feel  compelled  to 
construe  the  words  in  which  the  request  of  the 
two  boards  of  the  Government  is  transmitted  to 
them  with  some  strictness;  and  they  respectfully 
inform  the  City  Council  that  unless  otherwise 
directed  by  some  further  action  of  the  Council, 
they  shall  send  in  answer  to  the  request  contained 
in  the  order  above  quoted  only  the  information 
desired  for  that  class  who  they  understand  actu- 
ally "moved  from  the  city  from  the  first  day  of 
April  to  the  first  day  of  May,  1880."  This  course, 
the  only  one  we  consider  open  to  us,  will  exclude 
from  the  proposed  list  the  several  classes  above 
referred  to,  and  by  far  the  largest  in  number  and 
amount  of  those  who  were  probably  intended  to 
be  affected  by  your  order.  It  will  be  impossible 
to  answer  as  to  the  only  class  within  the  terms  of 
your  request  as  we  construe  it  until  the  canvass 
of  the  city  now  in  progress  is  completed. 

The  list  you  call  for  may  be  expected  from  this 
department  about  the  20th  day  of  June  next. 
Very  respectfully, 

For  the  Board  of  Assessors, 

Benj.  Cctshing,  Secretary. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  printed,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Flynn. 

the  back  bay  park. 

Alderman  Breck — I  have  been  requested  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  signed  by  a  large  number  of  peti- 
tioners that  the  proposed  park  on  the  Back  Bay 
be  called  Prince  Park,  in  honor  of  our  present 
Mayor.  I  have  been  requested  to  ask  that  it  be 
read,  to  show  the  character  of  the  citizens  mak- 
ing the  request. 


The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

The  undersigned,  citizens  and  taxpayers  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  respectfully  petition-  your  honor- 
able body  that  the  proposed  public  park,  located 
on  what  is  known  as  the  Back  Bay,  may  be  desig- 
nated and  entitled  "Prince  Park,"  in  honor  of 
the  present  mayor  of  the  city:  Alexander  H.  Bice, 
John  T.  Clark,  H.  W.  Paine,  Benjamin  Dean,  Na- 
thaniel J.  Bradlee,  E.  S.  Tobey,  F.  Haven,  Nahum 
Capen,  John  D.Long,  George  Wheatland,  Jr., 
David  H.  Coolidge,  John  W.  Candler,  H.  D.  Par- 
ker, Walter  H.  French,  Eben  D.  Jordan,  D.  N. 
Richards,  Charles  Whitney,  Oliver  Stevens,  Calvin 
A.  Richards,  P.  W.  Chandler,  George  V.  Lev- 
erett,  Samuel  W.  Creech,  Jr.,  P.  H.  Sears, 
Jeremiah  Harrigan,  Thomas  F.  Temple,  Joshua 
D.  Ball,  Asa  P.  Potter,  Albert  Bowker,  Charles 
Marsh,  Henry  Blaney,  D.  N.  Skillings,  J.  B.  Ken- 
dall, J.  Willard  Rice,  J.  G.  Abbott,  F.  G.  Pope, 
William  E.  Abbot,  Charles  J.  Noyes,  Thomas  Rus- 
sell, Jonas  H.  French,  A.  P.  Martin,  John  Boyle 
O'Reilly,  R.  M.  Morse,  Jr.,  Henry  Smith,  George 
A.  Shaw,  Charles  E.  Powers,  Jarvis  D.  Braman, 
William  S.  Whitwell,  John  A.  Loring,  John  M. 
Clark,  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  Horace  H.  Cool- 
idge, Georue  P.  Baldwin,  William  H.  Lincoln,  M. 
Freeman,  N.T.  Merritt,  P.  A.  Collins,  Moody  Mer- 
rill, C.  U.  Cotting,  A.  G.  Greeley,  John  Galvin, 
Julius  Adams,  John  N.  Devereux,  J.  P.  Tucker, 
Charles  R.  Train. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  to  substitute  the  name 
of  "Commonwealth  Park"  for  "Prince  Park,"  and 
that  the  petition  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  prevailed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  re- 
ports from  the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — Three  newsboys, 
two  bootblacKs.    Accepted. 

Reports,  That  licenses  be  granted  as  follows: 
To  Highland  Street  Railway  Company  to  run  a 
line  of  coaches  between  "Forest  Hills  station, 
West  Roxhury,  and  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  until 
Nov.  1,  fare  five  cents;  to  Edward  J.  Fleming  to 
run  a  passenger  wagon  from  Park  square  to  the 
excursion  boats,  tare  ten  cents;  to  Hiahland 
Street  Railway  Company  to  run  a  line  of  coaches 
between  Grove  Hall  and  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  fare 
five  cents.    Severally  accepted. 

The  Committee  on  Licenses,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Milk,  have 
examined  the  same  and  have  had  an  interview 
with  the  inspector,  and  they  learn  that  a  new  act, 
"chapter  209,"  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  the 
inspection  and  sale  of  milk"  was  passed  by  the 
recent  Legislature,  which  imposes  increased 
duties  upon  the  inspector,  who  desires  that  his 
compensation  be  adjusted  accordingly.  Inasmuch 
as  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of  Milk  is  deter- 
mined by  this  Board,  and  has  not  been  fixed  for 
the  present  year,  the  Committee  on  Licenses  re- 
port a  reference  of  this  subject  to  the  Committee 
on  Salaries  on  the  part  of  this  Board. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 

petition  for  a  pardon. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  desire  to  present  a  petition 
for  the  pardon  of  Matthew  Geary,  which  is  out  of 
the  regular  course.  It  is  presented  under  chap- 
ter 129  of  the  acts  of  1880,  which  provides  that — " 

"Any  probation  officer,  including  any  person 
appointed  an  officer  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 198  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1878,  may,  with  the 
consent  of  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  coun- 
ty in  which  he  is  appointed,  or  by  their  request, 
investigate  the  case  of  any  person  imprisoned  in 
any  jail  or  House  of  Correction  for  an  offence 
other  than  a  felony,  upon  sentence  of  not  more 
than  six  months,  or  upon  a  longer  sentence,  of 
which  not  more  than  six  months  remain  unex- 
pired, with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  probability 
of  the  reformation  of  such  person  if  released 
from  imprisonment." 

The  section  goes  on  in  that  way.  As  I  said,  it  is 
a  new  departure  from  the  old  way  of  asking  for 
pardons  for  persons  confined  in  jails  and  houses 
of  correction. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions 
on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

The  petition  is  signed  by  Catherine  Geary,  and 
is  for  the  pardon  of  Matthew  Geary,  sentenced 
Feb.  5,  1880,  by  the  South  Boston  Municipal  Court, 
to  six  months  in  the  House  of  Correction,  for 
assault  and  battery  on  said  Catherine. 
lanterns. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  the  following  from 
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the    Committee    on    Survey  and     Inspection   of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Report  that  the  American  Rapid  Telegraph 
Company  have  leave  to  project  a  plain  lantern 
from  Brazar's  Building.    Accepted. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  laying  out  of  streets  as  follows: 
Leopold  Morse,  $25,800,  widening  of  South  street: 
Caroline  A.  L.  Pomeroy,  §6400,  widening  of  South 
■street;  Leopold  Morse," $2150,  extension  of  Essex 
street  from  South  to  Federal  street;  Samuel  E. 
Brackett,  S8600,  widening  of  South  street.  Sever- 
ally passed. 

FENCES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.: 

Report  and  order  relative  to  removal  of  fences 
•with  proposed  amendment,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  same  in  a  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  remove  the  fences  enclosing  certain  of  the 
smaller  public  grounds  of  the  city,  in  cases  where 
the  committee  deem  it  advisable  to  do  so,  in  order 
to  avoid  tiie  expense  of  renewing  or  repairing  the 
same,  and  where  the  city  is  not  bound  by  any 
agreements  to  maintain  such  fences;  the  ex- 
penses incurred  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appropriation  for  Fences,  and  the  revenue 
received  from  the  sale  of  old  material  to  be  paid 
to  the  City  Collector. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  : 

Orders  to  build  sewers  as  follows:  In  Elmore 
street  (Roxbury),  and  in  Wilmont  street,  near 
Elmore  street;  in  Downer  street  (Roxbury),  and  in 
Tremont  street  from  Downer  street  to  the  sewer 
in  Brookline;  in  Reed's  court  (Roxbury);  in  Palmer 
street  (Roxbury),  near  Eustis.    Severally  passed. 

FANEUIL   HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Fanenil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
the  petition  of  Otis  Munroe  and  fifty  others  for 
use  of  said  hall  Sept.  8  for  the  Firemen's  Veteran 
Association.    Accepted. 

PUBLIC   BUILDINGS  IN    EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  respectful- 
ly represent  that  they  have  before  them  a  peti- 
tion from  the  Citizens'  Trade  Association  of  East 
Boston  for  the  removal  of  the  Municipal  Court 
Room  from  the  old  Lyman  Schoolhouse;  also  an 
order  from  the  City  Council  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  erecting  a  building  for  the  East  Boston 
High  School.  Your  committee  have  given  these 
various  requests  their  consideration,  and  see  no 
other  way  to  relieve  the  present  demands  of 
East  Boston  but  to  remove  the  Municipal 
Court  from  the  Lyman  School  building  to  Police 
Station  House  7,  and  the  room  thus  vacated  in 
the  Lyman  School  building  to  be  utilized  by  the 
high  school.  To  accomplish  the  change  would 
require  the  enlargement  of  Police  Station  House 
7.  This  can  be  clone  by  the  purchase  of  land  in 
the  rear,  on  Havre  street.  They  are  in  receipt  of 
a  communication  from  parties  that  own  said 
land,  who  will  sell  the  same  to  the  city  for  the 
sum  of  seventy  cents  per  foot.  Your  committee 
deem  the  price  a  reasonable  one,  and  would  urge 
its  purchase,  as  by  so  doing  a  beginning  will  have 
been  made  towards  the  increase  of  public-build- 
ing accommodations  in  East  Boston. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  of  Messrs.  Gerard 
&  Co.  4200  feet  of  land,  more  or  less,  situated  on 
Havre  street,  East  Boston,  for  the  sum  of  seventy 
cents  per  foot,  together  witn  the  taxes  on  the 
same  for  the  year  1880,  said  purchase  being  made 
to  accommodate  the  East  Boston  Municipal  Court, 
by  the  enlargement  of  Police  Station  House  7,  and 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  to 
be  made  for  that  purpose. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent  down. 

PAVING    REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 
Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  paved 


gutters  on  Perrin  street,  Roxbury;  to  remove  the 
decayed  wooden  pavement  from  Tremont  street, 
between  Lagrange  and  Eliot  streets,  and  repave 
said  street  with  small  granite  blocks,  estimated 
cost  $2100;  to  establish  the  revised  grade  of 
Saratoga  street,  between  Bremen  and  Moore 
streets,  East  Boston,  according  to  plan 
dated  May  17,  1880;  for  edgestones  and  paved 
sidewalks  on  the  southerly  side  of  Moreland 
street,  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  the  estate  of 
Ariel  Low;  to  grade  Rockland  street,  Brighton, 
as  laid  out  in  1879,  and  to  furnish  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters,  and  pave  the  sidewalks  on  the 
easterly  side;  for  edgestones  and  paved  gutters 
around  the  schoolhouse  on  Oak  square.  Brighton; 
for  edgestones  and  paved  gutters  and .  sidewalks 
on  Shepard  street,  between  Union  and  Washing- 
ton streets,  Brighton,  and  to  macadamize  the 
roadway;  to  grade  Western  avenue  to  its  full 
width  from  the  Cambridge  line  to  North  Harvard 
street,  and  to  macadamize  the  roadway;  esti- 
mated cost,  $12,000.    Orders  severally  passed. 

THE    BURRILL    CLAIM. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  following  papers: 

Auditor's  statement  of  reasons  why  a  certain 
draft  in  favor  of  payment  of  $40,000  to  the  as- 
signee of  Charles  Burrill  was  not  paid. 

Reply  of  City  Solicitor  in  response  to  certain 
questions  relating  to  the  claim  of  Charles  Burrill. 

Alderman  Slade — I  desire  to  ask  why  the  Alder- 
man wished  to  have  this  taken  from  the  table  at 
the  present  time? 

Alderman  Breck — For  the  very  good  reason,  Mr. 
Chairman,  in  reply  to  the  Alderman,  that  I  have 
been  asked  by  several  members  of  the  Board  why 
these  papers  have  not  been  taken  from  the  table. 
It  was  also  for  the  reason  that  I  was  not  lawyer 
enough  ro  reply  to  the  City  Solicitor,  and  was 
obliged  to  taks  advice.  When  these  orders  were 
offered,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  reli- 
able information  which  could  be  had  in  no  other 
way.  The  reply  of  the  City  Auditor  is  perfectly 
satisfactory  and  gives  in  full  the  reasou  why  the 
draft  for  $40,000  was  not  paid  after  it  had  'been 
signed  by  the  Mayor  and  received  by  him.  He 
tells  us  that  it  was  by  the  advice  of  the  City  So- 
licitor and  it  makes  the  reply  satisfactory. 

The  reply  of  the  City  Solicitor  is  of  such  a  com- 
plicated legal  nature  that  it  is  very  difficult  for 
the  Board  to  decide  upon  its  merits,  as  we  being- 
only  businessmen,  and  not  well  versed  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  profession  of  the  law,  are  not 
supposed  to  know  whether  or  not  the  replies  to  the 
questions  asked  are  right  or  not.  For  myself  I 
shall  not  pretend  to  criticise  them  in  the  least, 
but  in  order  that  the  Board  might  fully  under- 
stand the  answers  and  derive  such  information 
as  would  be  satisfactory  or  not  as  the  case  may  be, 
I  submitted  the  reply  of  the  Solicitor  to  ex-May- 
or Wightman,who  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
Burrill  case  for  the  past  nine  years,  and  have  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  him,  which  with  the 
permission  of  the  Board  I  will  read;  from  his  full 
knowledge  of  the  subject  I  think  you  will  find  the 
letter  interesting  and  instructive.  Mr.  Wight- 
man  was  before  "the  Committee  on  Claims  last 
year,  and  his  argument  in  favor  of  the  Burrill 
claim  was  so  convincing  that  six  out  of  the  eight 
members  reported  favorably  for  the  payment  of 
the  $40,000.  If  there  is  no  objection  I  will  read 
the  communication,  which  covers  the  whole 
ground. 

Alderman  Caton— I  suggest  that  the  communi- 
cation be  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Breck— If  it  is  not  the  desire  of  the 
Board  to  have  it  read,  I  will  not  object  to  its  be- 
ing printed.  I  also  have  an  order  here  which  I 
wish  to  offer.  I  move  that  it  take  its  first  read- 
ing at  this  time,  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  and 
that  all  the  proceedings,  orders  and  other  docu- 
ments of  this  present  year  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject be  punted  for  the  information  of  the  Board: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be.  and 
he  is  hereby  instructed  to  audit  for  payment  the 
draft  in  favor  of  Henry  W.  Paine,  assignee  of 
Charles  Burrill,  which  was  transmitted  to  him 
by  the  Mayor  in  conformity  with  an  order  of  the 
City  Council,  approved  by  the  Mayor  Sept  12, 
1804,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  according  to  the 
terms  and  provisions  of  said  order. 

The  motion  to  table  and  print  prevailed. 

The  communication  is  as  follows: 

Boston,  May  20,  1SS0. 

Alderman  C.  II.  K.  Breck:  Dear  Sir— I  accept 
with  pleasure  your  request  to  review  the  answers 
of  the  City  Auditor  and  Solicitor,   in   response  to 
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the  orders  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  in  relation 
to  the  Burrill  case.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  do  this, 
because  I  believe  that  the  course  of  action  adopt- 
ed by  the  City  Council  and  the  City  Solicitor  in 
this  matter  is  entirely  wrong  in  principle,  and  un- 
justifiable under  the  circumstances. 

Although  the  views  of  the  Solicitor  and  myself 
are  antagonistic,  I  am  quite  confident  that  as  the 
conflict  in  our  ideas  is  based  upon  our  honest 
convictions,  the  mutual  respect  and  friendship 
which  has  existed  between  us  for  nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century ,will  not  be  impaired  by  any  criti- 
cisms I  may  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  Solicitor  has  acted  on  what  he 
coneeived  to  be  his  duty,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  strict  letter  of  the  law.  He  has  exhibited  the 
acumen  of  an  able  counsel  for  the  city  in  his 
course  of  action,  and  a  laudable  zeal  in  its  inter- 
ests; while  I,  from  another  standpoint,  am  actu- 
ated by  a  desire  to  maintain  the  honor, 
dignity  and  reputation  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  to  advocate  that  which  is  right, 
even  it  it  is  not  technically  legal. 
In  advocating  the  claim  of  Mr.  Bur- 
rill, as  I  have  done,  it  has  been  from  no  pecunia- 
ry motives,  but  from  having  become  interested  in 
his  case  through  the  late  George  B.  Upton  and 
others,  who  had  originated  a  petition  which  was 
signed  by  nearly  one  hundred  of  the  merchants" 
of  Boston,  to  the  City  Council  in  February,  1870, 
for  a  just  and  proper  settlement  of  the  claim. 

To  Mr.  Upton  and  many  of  these  gentlemen  I 
was  deeply  indebted  for  their  kind  and  generous 
counsel  and  support  in  all  my  efforts  as  Mayor  of 
Boston  during  the  first  two  vears  of  the  "war — 
1861-2. 

Those  gentlemen,  as  well  as  myself,  could  from 
our  knowledge  and  experience  fully  appreciate 
the  importance  of  the  services  rendered  by  Mr. 
Burrill,  and  when  in  1871  the  City  Auditor  refused 
to  pay  the  order  duly  passed,  without  further  ac- 
tion by  the  City  Council,  an  appeal  was  made  to 
me,  to  use  my  influence  to  obtain  the  payment 
according  to  the  order,  for  the  credit  of  the  city, 
aelying  upon  my  familiarity  with  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  war  record  of  the  city,  the  gen- 
eral illegality  of  its  expenditures  for  recruiting 
purposes,  and  the  imperfect  and  irregular  man- 
ner and  form  in  which  agreements  and  contracts 
were  made.  I  flattered  myself  that  it  was  only 
necessary  for  me  to  explain  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims  these  peculiar  circumstances  and  apply 
them  to  this  case,  and  the  order  would  be  paid 
forthwith;  but  I  was  mistaken  -in  my  power,  and 
a  persistent  continuance  of  all  my  efforts  for 
nine  years  in  this  direction  have  been  without 
success. 

That  the  result  is  due  to  the  influence  of  the 
City  Solicitor  I  am  fully  aware;  but  the  main  diffi- 
culty under  which  I  have  labored  has  been  to  as- 
certain in  definite  form  the  grounds  of  his  oppo- 
sition, and  these  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain 
until  the  present  time. 

Heretofore  I  have  bf  en  obliged  to  argue  the 
case  on  general  principles  applied  to  ti.e  facts  as 
presented;  but  however  incontrovertible  the 
arguments  might  appear  to  me,  or  however  favor- 
ably they  were  regarded  by  the  committee,  all 
my  efforts  have  been  rendered  abortive  by  the 
simple  dictum  of  the  Solicitor,  that  Mr.  Burrill 
having  failed  in  establishing  his  legal  claims,  the 
city  had  no  lawful  authority  to  pay  to  him  any 
money  from  the  city  treasury. 

I  have  pleaded  to  the  committees  that  if  Mr. 
Burrill  could  not  sustain  a  legal  right,  he  was  en- 
titled to  compensation  on  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice and  equity ;  that  the  Mayor  in  1864  did  make 
an  agreement  with  him,  which  he  considered  as 
binding  upon  the  city;  that  Mr.  Burrill  accept- 
ed it  as  such  in  good  faith,  and  performed  his 
part  of  the  agreement  with  fidelity  and  success; 
That  the  Mayor  received  the  results  of  his  efforts, 
and  more  than  six  thousand  men  were  duly  cred- 
ited to  the  quota  of  Boston,  which  relieved 
the  Government  and  the  citizens  of  all 
anxiety  and  apprehension  of  a  draft; 
that  this  act  of  the  Mayor  was  sanctioned  by 
all  the  members  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Re- 
cruiting; that  Mr.  Burrill  was  justly  entitled  to 
his  pay,  under  the  agreement,;of  nearly  a  million 
of  dollars;  that  if  the  agreement  of  the  Mayor 
was  personal,  and  not  binding  on  the  city,  he 
ought  not  to  suffer  by  the  Mayor  making  an  ille- 
gal contract  with  him,  because  the  citizens  hav- 
ing derived  all  the  advantage  of  his  expenditure 
of  time  and  money,  it  was  proper  and  right  that 
he  should  be  paid  by  the  city.  I  admitted  that 
the  courts  were  justified  in  their  decision,  that 


the  contract  was  such  as  to  render  it  personally 
binding  on  the  Mayor,  and  not  upon  the  city. 
But  I  contended  that  there  was  no  reason  wny  a 
"compromise"  order  passed  by  the  City  Council, 
and  accepted  by  Mr.  Burrill  and  nis  assignee,  to 
settle  the  entire  claim  for  the  sum  of  $40,000, 
should  not  be  paid.  To  all  this,  "each  and  every," 
the  Solicitor  vouchsafed  hut  the  same  verbal  re- 
ply, He  has  no  legal  claim,  and  the  city  has  no 
right  to  pay  him  anything  on  that  order. 

With  these  preliminary  statements  which  I  con- 
sidered it  proper  to  submit  to  the  Board,  as  some 
justification  for  my  present  action,  I  proceed  to  a 
consideration  of  the  letter  received  from  the 
Auditor,  and  the  written  opinions  of  the  City  So- 
licitor. 

The  Auditor  states  "that  the  draft  drawn  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  City  Council,  Sept. 
12,  1870,  to  pay  Henry  W.  Paiue,  assignee  of 
Charles  Burrill,  $40,000,  with  the  required  receipts 
and  discharges  attached,  would  have  been  duly 
signed  by  me,  as  Auditor  of  Accounts,  for  pay- 
ment by  the  Treasurer,  but  for  the  injunction  is- 
sued by  the  Supreme  Court.  After  the  passage 
of  the'actof  1871,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  in- 
junction, I  declined  to  audit  and  allow  for  pay- 
ment a  draft  for  the  same,  acting  at  the  time  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  City  Solicitor,  who  gave 
it  as  his  opinion  that  I  could  not  do  so,  based  on, 
the  order  of  the  City  Council  of  Sept.  12,  1870,  but 
must  have  action  taken  by  the  City  Council  after 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  1871,  authorizing  the 
payment  of  $40,000,  said  act  being  an  enabling, 
act  and  requiring  that  action." 

The  City  Solicitor  states  that  in  his  opin- 
ion "the  order  was  a  nullity  when  it  was 
passed,  because  the  City  Council  had  no  law- 
ful authority  to  pass  it,  and  on  this  ground 
the  injunction  against  its  passage  was  founded. 
The  statute  did  not  give  or  purport  to  give  valid- 
ity or  force  to  this  order;  it  only  authorized  the 
city  to  pay  Mr.  Burrill  840,000  if  it  should  see  fit; 
but  this  payment  could  not  be  made  without  fur- 
ther action  of  the  City  Council." 

It  appears  from  the  foregoing,  that  the  reasons 
why  the  original  draft  was  not  paid  by  the  Au- 
ditor after  the  injunction  was  dissolved,  was  due 
to  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  who  assumes: 
1.  That  the  act  of  1871,  chapter  183,  was  an  en- 
abling act,  and  as  such  require!  to  be  acted  upon 
by  the  City  Council.  2.  That  the  order  was  null  and 
void  of  legality  when  it  was  passed,  and  conse- 
quently after  the  act  of  1871  the  City  Council  must 
proceed  to  pass  another  order  to  the  same  effect, 
and  until  this  was  done  and  another  draft  drawn 
by  the  Mayor,  the  Auditor  must  not  pay  the 
$40,000.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  by  what 
process  of  reasoning  the  City  Solicitor  arrived  at 
such  conclusions.  They  are,  however,  his  opin- 
ions in  regard  to  this  case,  but  unless  they  are 
based  upon  law  and  the  facts,  or  are  sustained  by 
precedents,  they  ought  not  to  influence  or  control 
the  judgment  of  the  Board  as  to  what  is  just  and 
equitable.  In  considering  these  opinions  of  the 
City  Solicitor  I  contend,  first,  that  the  act  of  1871 
is  not  an  enabling  act  in  the  usual  ac- 
ceptation of  the  term;  second,  that  if  it  be 
construed  as  such,  it  has  not  been  the  practice  of 
the  Auditor  to  refer  such  an  act  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil; third,  that  his  opinion  that  "the  order  was  a 
nullity  when  it  was  passed"  is  not  substantiated 
by  the  courts  nor  sustained  by  his  own  acts; 
fourth,  that  the  views  he  has  expressed  in  rela- 
tion to  the  act  of  1871  are  incompatible  with  the 
term,s  of  the  act,  and  a  compliance  with  these 
ideas  is  impossible. 

First— It  is  not  unfrequent  for  the  Legislature 
to  be  called  upon  to  exercise  its  prerogatives  in 
certain  cases,  in  which  some,action  is  desired  to  be 
had,  or  has  been  taken.which  is  contrary  to  existing 
laws.  When  the  Legislature  pass  favorably  upon 
such  applications,  it  is  done  in  the  form  of  an 
"enabling"  act  if  it  is  to  authorize  something  to 
be  done,  or  in  the  form  of  a  "confirmatory"  act 
if  it  is  to  render  valid  something  that  has  been 
ah-eady  done.  When  the  city  of  Boston  desires 
to  enlarge  or  extend  its  water  works,  or  to  make 
any  other  improvements  for  the  benefit  of  the 
city,  but  which  in  its  execution  involves  more  or 
less  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  towns,  cor- 
porations or  individuals,  the  Legislature  must  be 
petitioned  for  a  special  act  to  enable  the  city  to 
accomplish  the  object.  The  desired  form  of  the 
bill  may  be  prepared  by  the  City  Solicitor,  but  it 
may  be  so  altered  and  amended  by  opposing  par- 
ties that  the  form  in  which  it  is  finally  passed  may 
render  it  expedient,  if  not  necessary,  tor  the  City 
Council  to  have  the  power  to  accept  or  reject  it 
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and  it  is  usual  to  provide  for  this  contingency  in 
the  bill,  as  there  is  no  general  statute  in  relation 
to  the  acceptance  of  an  act  of  this  kind.  This  is 
an  illustration  of  what  is  known  as  an  "enabling 
act,"  and  empowers  the  city  to  initiate  and  proceed 
in  the  work,  if  it  sees  fit  to  do  so.  But  after  the 
city  has  done  something  entirely  within  its  cor- 
porate powers,  and  infringing  neither  corporate 
nor  individual  right-,  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to 
overrule  all  supposititious  illegality,  and  to  con- 
firm and  declare  valid  what  has  been  done,  may 
be  unnecessary,  but  it  cannot  properly  be  con- 
strued as  an  enabling  act.  Confirmatory  acts, 
so  called,  are  very  common,  and  more  or  less  are 
passed  at  every  session  of  the  Legislature.  If  a 
deed  or  other  instrument  is  discovered  to  be  de- 
fective in  its  legal  execution,  the  power  of  the 
Legislature  is  invoked,  and  an  act  or  resolve  is 
passed  "confirming  and  rendering  it  valid." 

Hence  there  is  a  marked  distinction  between 
an  "enabling"  and  "confirmatory"  act;  the 
former  giving  authority  to  do  something,  the  lat- 
ter to  confirm  something  which  has  been  already 
done.  An  enabling  act  may  properly  be  submit- 
ted to  the  town  alter  its  passage,  to  determine 
whether  or  not  it  will  proceed  under  the  terms  of 
the  act;  but  a  confirmatory  act  is  final  and  con- 
clusive, and  requires  no  further  action,  as  it 
simply  renders  the  previous  act  valid. 

The  characteristics  of  these  two  forms  of  legis- 
lative acts  establish  the  fact  that  the  act  of 
1871,  chapter  183,  was  a  "confirmatory"  act,  pure 
and  simple.  The  City  Council  of  1870,  having 
once  exercised  and  performed  all  its  functionary 
powers  in  relation  to  a  settlement  of  this  claim, 
and  expressed  in  proper  form  its  intent  and  will 
in  regard  to  it,  there  could  be  no  possible  cause 
for  reconsideration,  merely  because  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  one  party  for  an  injunction  of  the 
court  against  the  payment,  or  by  another  obtain- 
ing an  act  of  the  Legislature  to  confirm  the  ac- 
tion and  the  payment.  Neither  of  these  proceed- 
ings affected  the  order  passed,  nor  required  any 
action  of  the  Council;  the  act  neutralized  the  in- 
junctive process  and  left  the  action  intact. 

Second— If  it  is  conceded  that  the  act  of  1871 
was  in  the  nature  of  an  enabling  act,  as  assumed 
by  the  Solicitor,  then  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  precedent  to  sustain  his  opinion  that  such  aa 
act  would  require  further  action  by  the  City 
Council. 

In  1875,  certain  persons,  officially  connected 
with  the  City  Government,  were  allowed  to  fur- 
nish labor  and  materials  to  the  city.  By  the 
statute,  chapter  274,  1872,  all  such  persons 
are  prohibited  from  contracting  or  fur- 
nishing supplies  to  the  city  under  severe 
penalties.  The  bills,  however,  had  been 
incurred,  but  of  course  under  the  law  they  could 
not  be  paid  by  the  Auditor.  To  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty, the  Auditor  with  the  aid  of  the  City  Solici- 
tor applied  to  the  Legislature  to  authorize  the 
city  to  pay  these  bills,  and  an  enabling  act  was 
duly  passed,  and  constitutes  chapter  17  of  the 
statutes  of  1875.  In  this  case  the  City  Council 
directly  or  indirectly  employed  persons  to  do 
things  in  violation  of  an  express  statute  which 
was  in  force  at  the  time  when  the  bills  were  in- 
curred, and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the 
several  bills  were  paid;  it  is  also  a  significant 
fact  that  no  subsequent  action  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil was  deemed  necessary  by  the  Auditor,  inas- 
much as  the  records  do  not  show  that  any  action 
whatever  was  taken  by  either  branch  in  relation 
to  the  matter. 

I  conceive,  therefore,  that  these  facts  exclu- 
sively demonstrate  that  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor  as  given  to  the  Auditor,  that  this  act  of 
the  Legislature  passed  in  1871  was  an  enabling 
act,  and  as  such  required  further  action  by  the 
City  Council  prior  to  the  payment  of  the  draft, 
is  not  based  upon  any  legal  requirements,  nor 
upon  any  established  rule  or  precedent  of  the  City 
Council,  nor  recognized  by  the  Auditor  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties. 

Third— The  City  Solicitor  appears  to  at- 
tach great  importance  to  his  idea  that  "the 
order  was  a  nullity  when  it  was  passed, 
because  the  City  Council  had  no  lawful  authority 
to  pass  it,  and  on  this  ground  the  injunction 
against  its  passage  was  founded."  These  are  re- 
markable objections  to  be  made  by  the  legal  offi- 
cer of  the  city,  whose  special  duty  it  is  to  Furnish 
legal  advice  and  opinions  to  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, Common  Council  and  other  city  officials  in 
regard  to  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties. 
He  was  doubtless  cognizant  of  all  the  proceedings 
which  finally  resulted  in  the  passage  of  the  order 


to  pay  $40,000,  but  he  does  not  appear  to  have  in- 
terposed any  objection  to  its  passage,  to  the 
Mayor  approving  it,  or  to  his  signing  the  draft 
for  its  payment,  and  he  performed  his  official 
duty  as  required  by  the  terms  of  the  order,  with- 
out demur,  or  entering  any  protest  or  intimation 
that  the  order  was  a  "nullity"  and  contrary  to 
law. 

If  this  order  was  really,  in  his  opinion,  what 
he  now  represents  it  to  be,  why  did  he  not  at 
some  stage  in  the  proceeding's  denounce  all 
action  upon  the  claim,  warn  the  City  Council 
of  the  waste  of  time  which  would  be  spent  in  in- 
vestigating or  considering  what  to  do  with  a  mat- 
ter having  no  "legal  foundation,"  and  that  any 
vote  they  might  pass,  to  settle  or  compromise  it, 
would  be  a  "nullity"  and  he  should  deem  it  his 
duty  to  oppose  its  payment?  Why  did  he  not 
give  this  information  in  1809,  during  which  nearly 
three  hundred  printed  pages  of  testimony  were 
listened  to  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  by 
the  City  Solicitor  in  his  official  capacity,  the 
report  being  followed  by  long  discussions  at  in- 
tervals in  both  branches  until  September,  1870, 
when  the  order  was  passed?  "Why,  I  ask,  if  there 
was  no  authority  for  any  action  or  adjudication 
by  the  City  Council,  why  did  not  the  City  Soli- 
citor, at  the  beginning,  or  at  any  time  when  the 
subject  was  under  consideration,  express  his 
opinion  that  all  investigations  weie  useless  (for 
Mr.  Burrill  having  failed  in  his  suits  in  the 
courts,  there  was  no  "legal  foundation"  upon 
which  the  City  Council  could  do  anything),  and 
thus  put  a  stop  to  all  the  trouble  and  annoyance 
of  having  the  City  Council  expending  valuable 
time  year  after  year,  from  1869  until  the  present 
time?  But  although  the  City  Solicitor  has  now, 
for  the  first  time,  expressed  his  views  so  decided- 
ly, there  is  no  one  knows  better  than  he  does  that 
the  decisions  of  the  courts  do  not  warrant  nor 
sustain  his  opinion  "that  the  City  Council  has  no 
right  to  order  to  be  paid  from  the  city  treasury 
claims  which  have  no  legal  foundation."  From 
among  these  decisions  I  venture  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing abstracts: 

1.  It  is  a  clear  matter  of  law  that  the  City 
Council  may  settle  and  adjust  any  claims  which 
might  not  be  recoverable  in  a  suit  at  law  or  in 
equity;  and  it  may  disregard  a  judgment  in  actu- 
al trial,  and  settle  the  claim  if  the  claim  is  shown 
to  be  just. 

2.  it  may  vote  to  pay  a  debt  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations  on  the  strength  of  a  moral 
obligation. 

3.  It  has  authority  to  adjust  a  disputed  claim, 
and  allow  whatever  it  may  deem  proper,  irrespec- 
tive of  all  judgments  or  contracts. 

These  points  of  law  are  virtually  conceded  by 
the  City  Solicitor  in  his  reply  to  the  first  interrog- 
atory. He  says,  "The  City  Council  has  not  only 
the  right,  but  it  is  their  duty,  to  settle  all  just 
and  legal  claims  against  the  city,  and  it  has  a 
broad  discretion  in  fixing  the  term's  of  such  set- 
tlements." The  interpolation  of  the  word  "legal" 
is  the  only  discrepancy  between  his  opinion  and 
the  foregoing  decisions  of  the  courts,  which  de- 
clare that  the  City  Council  is  vested  by  lata  with 
power  to  settle  a  claim  not  recoverable  by  law  or 
in  equity,  if  it  is  deemed  to  be  "just."  And, 
further,  his  idea  that  an  injunction  could  be 
issued  by  any  court  to  restrain  the  City  Council 
from  passing  any  order  it  pleased,  however  illegal 
It  might  be,  is  entirely  without  foundation.  The 
city  can  be  enjoined  against  the  execution  of  an 
order,  and  the  injunction  which  was  obtained 
was  simply  against  the  payment  of  the  amount 
allowed  by  it. 

4.  Having  shown  that  the  act  of  1871  was  a 
"confirmatory,"  and  not  an  enabling  act,  I 
assume  further,  that  the  passage  of  this  act  set 
aside  all  questions  of  law  which  nad  been  urged  in 
the  courts  or  elsewhere  adverse  to  the  legality  of 
the  order  or  the  payment  of  the  amount  which  had 
been  voted.  It  confirmed  the  legal  right  of  the 
City  Council  to  pass  this  special  order  and  to  pay 
the  sum  of  $40,000  from  the  city  treasury.  This 
view  of  its  effect  is  indorsed  by  the  City  Solici- 
tor in  his  letter  to  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
dated  Feb.  17,  1879  (City  Doc.  57,  p.  7),  in  which  he 
says,  "By  virtue  of  that  statute  the  city  may,  in 
my  opinion,  if  it  sees  fit,  pay  to  Mr.  Burrill  forty 
thousand  dollars  in  conformity  to  the  order  of 
the  City  Council  of  Sept.  12, 1870,  but  it  can  make 
no  arrangement  with  him  upon  other  terms  of 
payment." 

1  beg  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the 
Board  to  the  admissions  in  this  opinion  corrobo- 
rative of  the  positions  I  have  taken.     1.  That 
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whatever  the  action  or  the  decisions  of  the  courts 
rnav  have  been,  heretofore,  the  legality  of  this 
order  at  this  time  is  not  vitiated  by  such  action 
or  decisions.  2.  That  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
any  City  Council,  since  the  passage  of  this  act,  to 
agree  to  pay  any  other  sum,  either  more  or  less 
than  §40,000,  nor  to  change  the  terms  of  settle- 
ment made  in  1870.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  as 
no  reinvestigation  or  discussions  of  the  merits  of 
the  claim  could  affect  the  terms  of  the  order  or 
the  amount  to  be  paid,  the  time  expended  by  the 
City  Council  in  debating  this  question  has  been 
entirely  wasted.  For,  according  to  the  Solicitor's 
opinion,  the  only  "further  action"  which  the  City 
Council  could  have  taken  was  to  go  through  the 
formality  of  accepting  the  act,  and  simply 
affirming  the  action  of  their  predecessors,  by 
whom  the  original  order  was  passed.  It  could 
not  be  rejected,  because  that  would  be  annulling 
or  rescinding  it,  and  as  the  order  was  passed,  ten- 
dered and  accepted  as  a  "compromise"  in  settle- 
ment of  the  claim,  it  became  in  law  a  contract, 
and  could  not  be  annulled  or  rescinded  by  any 
City  Council. 

Hence,  I  fail  to  discover  any  object  the  Solicitor 
could  expect  to  attain  by  such  an  apparent 
anomalous  proceeding. 

But  the  City  Solicitor  is  still  more  incom- 
prehensible in'  his  opinion,  that  "the  statute 
did  not  give  nor  purport  to  give  validity  or  force 
to  this  order;  it  only  authorized  the  city  to  pay 
Mr.  Burrill  §40.000,  if  it  should  see  fir,  but  this 
payment  could  not  be  made  without  further  ac- 
tion of  the  City  Council."  Here  again  th>'  Solici- 
tor interpolates  the  words  "if  it  should  see  tit"  to 
sustain  his  peculiar  views.  No  such  option  is 
given  by  the  act,  nor  is  it  warranted  by  its  words 
or  spirit.  The  city  had  not  asked  the  Legislature 
for  any  authority"  to  settli  the  claim  of  Charles 
Burrill.  The  City  Council  was  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  action  it  had  taken,  and  had  no  reason 
to  believe  otherwise  than  that  the  settlement 
was  right,  and  according  to  the  legal  powers  with 
which  it  was  vested.  "  Certain  citizens,  how- 
ever, considered  it  all  wrong  and  inter- 
fered by  an  injunction.  Mr.  Burrill,  whose 
interest  was  affected  by  this  action  of  these  citi- 
zens, succeeded  in  rendering  this  injunction  null 
and  void  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature.  These 
proceedings  were  by  outside  parties,  and  entirely 
independent  ol  the  City  Government,  and  they 
cannot  properly  be  brought  into  the  case  by  the 
Solicitor  as  a  reason  for  further  action  by  the 
City  Council,  for  it  was  not  only  his  official  duty 
to  defend  the  execution  of  this  order  of  the  City 
Council  against  this  injunction,  but  to  aid  in  the 
appeal  to  the  Legislature,  to  give  validity  to  the 
action  of  the  City  Government  if  any  question 
existed.  As  he  did  not  appear  in  behalf  of  the 
city  in  either  case,  it  is  proper  to  presume  that  he 
regarded  these  proceedings  as  in  no  wise  inter- 
fering with  the  action  already  taken  by  the  City 
Government  in  the  matter.  The  opinions  he  has 
now  expressed  are  also  inconsistent  with  his  pre- 
vious course  of  action.  After  the  order  was 
passed,  the  Solicitor  formally  accepted  the  re- 
quired receipts  and  discharges;  and  when  the 
Mayor  signed  the  draft  in  September,  1870,  the 
Auditor  was  prepared  and  intended  to  pay  over 
the  money,  and  would  have  done  so  had  he  not 
been  prevented  by  the  injunction.  Now,  If  the 
order  was  legal  enough,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Solic- 
itor and  Auditor,  to  be  paid  from  the  city  treasu- 
ry in  September,  1870,  what  had  been  done  by  the 
City  Government  between  that  date  and  May,  1871, 
to  vitiate  its  legality  ?  Or  if  the  order,  when  it 
reached  the  Auditor  in  1870,  was  sufficiently  legal 
to  be  paid  "without  further  action  of  the  City 
Council,"  what  circumstances  had  occurred  to 
make  this  same  order  require  further  action  of 
the  City  Council  in  May,  1871  ?  The  draft  had 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  Auditor  for  six 
months,  and  in  the  meantime  only  two  things  had 
occurred  in  relation  to  this  order.  First,  George 
\V.  Torrey  and  others  obtained  an  injunction,  in 

1870,  against  the  payment  of  the  §40,000,  which  be- 
came null  and  void  by  being  withdrawn  in  May, 

1871.  Second,  At  the  instigation  of  Charles  Bur- 
rill, an  act  of  the  Legislature  was  passed  declar- 
ing that  the  city  of  Boston  could  pay  the  $40,000 
voted  to  him,  and  raise  the  same  by  taxation  or 
otherwise.  In  view  of  these  facts,  what  possible 
construction  can  either  of  these  personal  'proceed- 
ings be  made  to  apply  to  the  acts  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment ?  It  certainly  appears  to  be  a  forced 
application,  and  contrary  to  all  precedent  and 
correct  judgment. 

■   The  Solicitor  lias  also  alluded  to  the  suit  upon 


this  order,  tried  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in  which 
a  judgment  was  rendered  for  the  city  in  1878. 
At  the  time  when  this  suit  was  commenced, 
the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  had  no  knowledge 
that  a  draft  to  pay  the  §40,000,  in  accordance 
with  the  order,  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Audit- 
or, and  they  only  ascertained  this  fact  when  it 
was  disclosed  by  that  official  at  the  investigation 
before  the  Committee  on  Claims  in  1879.  Had 
they  been  aware  of  this  fact  they  would  have 
based  their  declaration  on  the  draft,  and  not  on 
the  order.  Had  this  been  done  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  judgement  would  have  been  for  the 
plaintiff,  inasmuch  as  the  decision  of  the  court 
was  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  this 
vote  of  the  city  was  supplemented  by  a  draft  or 
order  for  the  payment  of  money,  thus  implying 
that  if  in  addition  to  this  order  there  was  a  draft 
for  the  money,  and  it  was  so  declared  on,  a  recov- 
ery could  be  had.  But  this  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  is  of  no  importance  at  the  present 
time,  because  the  act  of  1871  is  not  affected  in  the 
least  degree  by  that  judgment.  The  plenary 
power  ot  that  act  overruled  all  real  or  supposi- 
titious illegality  relating  to  this  order,  and  con- 
donpd  all  adverse  action  or  judgments  of  the 
courts.  This  is  conceded  by  the  Solicitor  in  his 
letter  of  Feb.  17, 1879,  and  hence  it  can  have  no 
effect  on  the  payment  of  the  draft. 

There  is  another  important  matter  for  consid- 
eration, which  shows  the  fallacy  of  any 
attempt  to  have  any  "further  action  by  the 
City  Council,"  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the 
act.  The  statute  is  as  follows:  "The  city  of  Bos- 
ton is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  Charles  Burrill 
the  sum  of  §40,000,  in  satisfaction  for  all  services 
rendered  and  money  expended  by  him  in  procur- 
ing credits  upon  the  quota  of  volunteers  of  the 
said  city  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  in  con- 
formity to  an  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  of 
said  city,  and  approved  Sept.  12,  1870,  and  may 
raise  said  sum  by  taxation  or  otherwise.  This 
act  to  take  effect  upon  its  passage."  (Acts  of 
1871,  chapter  183.) 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  act  did  not  authorize 
the  City  Council  to  settle  or  adjust  a  claim  of 
Charles  Burrill  "if  they  should  see  tit,"  as  inter- 
preted by  the  Solicitor.  The  language  and  intent 
of  the  statute  were  to  give  authority  to  the  city  to 
pay  to  him  §40,000,  in  accordance  with  the  order 
"approved  Sept.  12,  1870,"  and  none  other.  It  was 
and  is,  therefore,  impossible  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  act  by  passing  another  order,  as  con- 
templated by  the  Solicitor.  Inasmuch  as  it  only 
authorizes  the  city  to  pay  the  order  dated  Sept. 
12,  1870,  and  for  £40.000,  it  is  self  evident  that  no 
subsequent  City  Council  could,  by  any  possibility, 
pass  another  order  with  this  date,  aud  no  other 
would  be  covered  by  this  act. 

In  assuming  the  responsibility  of  reviewing  the 
opinions  and  conduct  of  the  City  Solicitor  in  re- 
lation to  this  remarkable  case,  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  elucidate  the  facts  and  present  the  evi- 
dence of  what  I  believe  to  be  grave  errors  of 
judgment,  resulting  in  the  exercise  of  an  influ- 
ence which  has  for  so  many  years  prevailed  and 
kept  this  case  in  abeyance  in'the  City  Council.  In 
his  zeal  tor  the  pecuniary  interest  of  the  city,  the 
Solicitor  has  exhibited  the  acumen  ot  a  lawyer 
for  his  client  in  a  personal  suit,  and  not  the  broad 
principles  of  a  public  officer  who  represents  the 
honor,  dignity  and  credit  of  a  municipality. 
Neither,  in  my  judgment,  do  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton desire  to  be  relievjd  ot  any  obligations  in- 
curred in  behalf  of  the  city,  by  mere  technical  ob- 
jections to  the  legal  formalities  of  the  contract. 

The  City  Council,  representing,  as  they  do,  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  cannot  properly  be  guided  in 
their  action  by  any  other  principles  than  those 
based  upon  right  and  justice. 

The  power  and  responsibility  vested  in  the  Gov- 
ernment are  to  be  exercised  with  prudence  and  dis 
cretion  for  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  witli  a  due 
regard  to  the  rights  of  every  citizen.  To  suffer  a 
citizen  to  be  wronged  ot  his  money  or  his  services, 
expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  city,  by  mere  legal 
informality,  is  unworthy  of,  and  discreditable  to, 
the  Government.  1  contend,  also,  that  the  main 
points  relied  upon  by  the  City  Solicitor  to 
sustain  his  opinions  in  relation  to  this  extraordi- 
nary case  are  unsustained  by  legal  authority,  and 
are  untenable  in  view  of  the  facts  as  presented. 

In  my  judgment  the  citizens  of  Boston  do  not 
desire  to  be  relieved  of  any  obligations,  incurred 
in  behalf  of  the  city,  by  any  mere  technical  ob- 
jections to  the  legal  form  of  "a  contract  or  agree- 
ment, and  the  City  Council,  representing  as  they 
do  the   citizens   of  Boston,  cannot   properly   lie- 
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guided  in  their  action  by  any  other  principles 
than  those  of  right  and  justice.  The  power  and 
responsibility  vested  in  them  is  to  be  exercised 
with  prudence  and  discretion  tor  the  interest  of 
the  city,  but  with  no  less  regard  for  the  rights  of 
every  citizen.  To  cause  or  in  any  way  to  suffer  a 
citizen  to  be  wronged  of  his  money  or  his  services 
expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  on  the  plea  of 
legal  informality  is  unworthy  of  and  discredit- 
able to  the  Government. 

Although  from  what  I  have  herein  expressed  it 
may  be  inferred  that  there  is  an  irreconcilable 
difference  in  the  views  of  the  Solicitor  and  myself, 
however  apparent  this  may  be,  it  has  no  real 
foundation.  I  have  deemed  it  necessary  for  me 
to  traverse  all  the  points  in  the  communications 
of  the  Solicitor  and  Auditor,  which  otherwise 
might  directly  or  indirectly  exert  an  undue  influ- 
ence on  the  members  of  the  Board.  But  singular 
as  it  may  seem,  I  find  from  a  careful  analysis 
of  the  various  issues  made  by  the  Solicitor,  that 
in  all  essential  points  there  is  no  controversy  be- 
tween us  at  this  time,  except  in  regard  to  the 
effect  of  the  act  of  1871  upon  the  order  of  1870. 
This  is  now  the  only  point  at  issue.  The  Solicitor 
claims  that  in  his  opinion  some  form  of  action 
should  be  taken  by  the  City  Council  to  authorize 
the  Auditor  to  pay  over  the  $40,000.  He  says  in 
his  letter  of  Feb.  17,  1879,  that  the  City  Council 
has  an  unequivocal  legal  right  to  pay  this  order 
"if  it  sees  fit."  I  claim  that,  in  my  opinion,  no 
further  action  can  be  had  upon  the  order  by  the 
City  Council,  which  would  be  authorized  by 
the  act;  consequently,  the  only  "further  action" 
which  can  properly  be  taken  by  the  Board  and 
Council  is  to  pass  an  order  instructing  the  City 
Auditor  to  pay  the  original  draft  of  September, 
1870.  I  contend  that  there  is  no  evidence  what- 
ever that  it  is  optional  with  the  City  Council  to 
pay  this  draft  or  not  at  its  pleasure. 

It  is  an  imperative  obligation,  as  binding  as  the 
payment  of  a  bond,  and  to  refuse  it  is  repudia- 
tion. Both  this  draft  and  the  bond  are  issued 
upon  the  same  authority,  viz. :  An  order  of  the 
City  Council  duly  passed  under  the  powers  vested 
in  it  by  statute. 

The  Solicitor  does  not  define  the  form  or  man- 
ner in  which  he  proposes  to  have  further  action 
on  the  order  by  the  City  Council,  and  if  the 
Board  have  any  doubts  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  the  order  to  pay  the 
original  draft,  I  respectfully  suggest  that 
the  City  Solicitor  be  requested  to  recommend  the 
form  and  manner  in  which,  in  his  opinion,  the 
City  Council  can  legally  act  upon  the  order  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  act. 

In  conclusion,  I  respectfully  submit  this  exposi- 
tion of  the  subject  as  it  is  now  before  the  Board, 
with  the  earnest  hope  that  the  facts  I  have  pre- 
sented, and  the  views  I  have  expressed  will  prove 
to  be  sufficient  to  justify  the  Board  in  voting  for 
an  order  which  will  Anally  dispose  of  this  whole 
matter,  to  the  great  relief  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, the  citizens  and  all  others  concerned. 

Joseph  M.  Wighiman. 

PAY  OF  LABOIIERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Thorndike,  the  Board 
took  from  the  table  the  order  for  the  several  de- 
partments and  boards  employing  day  labor  to  fix 
the  pay  of  able-bodied  first-class  laborers  at  $1.75 
per  diem,  and  that  of  other  classes  in  proportion. 

Alderman  Thorndike  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute: 

Ordered,  That  all  laboring  men  employed  by 
the  different  departments  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, from  the  first  day  of  May  and  throughout 
the  year,  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  $1.75  per  day. 

Alderman  Caton — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  I  believe  that  many  men  earn  $1.75, 
while  others  employed  by  the  city  are  not  worth 
so  much.  I  think  it  is  not  an  equitable  arrange- 
ment to  pay  all  $1.75  a  day,  and  it  is  a  thing  this 
Board  ought  not  to  do. 

Alderman  Thorndike — My  object  in  having  it 
taken  from  the  table  was  for  the  purpose  of 
equalizing  the  pay  of  the  laborers  employed  in  the 
departments  of  the  City  Government.  At  the 
present  time  there  is  no  regular  pay  established. 
In  some  departments  it  is  $1.75  a  day;  in  others 
$1.50.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  about  time  that  the 
laboring  classes  employed  by  the  city  should 
know  and  understand  what  they  are  going  to  get 
for  pay.  There  ought  to  be  iio  partiality.  As 
regards  the  labor  of  the  old  men,  which  has  been 
spoken  of,  I  don't  think  there  is  much  difference. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  old  men  are  generally  as 
able  to  do  a  good  day's  work  as  the  young  men. 


I  am  satisfied  from  my  own  experience  that  is  the 
case. 

Alderman  Caton — I  should  like  to  ask  the  Al 
derman  if  he  does  n't  discriminate  in  the  men  he 
hires  himself,  and  if  he  pays  them  all  alike.  If 
it  is  n't  injustice  to  an  able-bodied  man  and  an 
expert  workman  and  a  laborer  to  put  him  on  the 
same  grade  with  a  green  hand,  who  has  worked  a 
long  time  in  the  department.  Certainly  the  men 
who  have  worked  in  the  Paving  Department  for 
years  are  worth  more  than  green  hands  who  have 
worked  only  a  short  time.  I  think  we  should  act 
upon  the  same  principle  in  the  City  Government 
that  individuals  do.  If  a  man  is  not  worth  $1.75 
I  don't  see  why  we  should  pay  him  that  much.  I 
hope  the  substitute  will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Slade— In  the  Paving  Department  I 
believe  nearly  all  the  men  are  paid  81.75  a  day, 
and  some  are' paid  more.  In  the  Department  of 
Improved  Sewerage  I  know  the  men  are  paid  $1.75, 
except  a  few  of  the  older  men  and  boys,  who  are 
paid  a  less  price,  because  they  are  doing  lighter 
labor.  I  don't  see  why  a  man  would  be  entitled 
to  get  $1.75  if  he  cannot  earn  that,  and  if  you  pass 
this  order  no  man  will  be  able  to  get  any  less. 
We  have  a  few  men  who  are  paid  $1.50,  others 
$1.25,  and  some  $1.  If  this  order  is  passed  the  re- 
sult will  be  that  those  men  will  get  $1.75  a  day,  or 
be  discharged.  It  is  n't  just  the  thing  to  pay  a 
poor  laborer,  who  cannot  do  much,  the  same  as 
you  pay  a  robust,  hearty  man  who  can  do  twice 
the  work.  I  thought  this  matter  was  being  pretty 
well  regulated  this  year,  and  nothing  more  would 
be  heard  from  it.  I  am  in  favor  of  giving  good 
men  good  pay. 

Alderman  Thorndike— I  speak  by  authority, 
that  the  best  laboring  men  in  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment get  $1.50  a  day,  while  in  some  other  depart- 
ments they  get  $1.75.  Why  should  they  not  be 
paid  the  same  as  in  other  departments '?  That  is 
all  I  ask. 

Alderman  Caton— That  is  information  I  had  not 
received.  I  supposed  that  all  able-bodied  men 
were  getting  $1.75  a  day. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  hope  the  motion  of  Alder- 
man Thorndike  will  prevail.  A  week  ago  I  in- 
tended to  bring  the  matter  up  in  the~Paving 
Committee,  in  order  that  the  men  employed  there 
might  receive  $1.75.  I  had  been  informed  by 
some  that  they  were  not  receiving  that  amount  of 
money,  and  were  only  receiving  $1.50  a  day.  The 
pay-roll  is  made  up  to  the  20th,  and  has  not  been 
made  out  at  the  rate  of  $1.75.  The  Committee 
on  Common  and  Squares  voted  a  month  ago 
to  pay  the  men  in  that  department  $1.75, 
while  in  evtry  other  department  the  pay  is 
running  from  $1.25  to  $1.50,  and  that  is  the 
highest.  There  is  no  reason  why  one  department 
should  pay  $1.50  and  another  department  $1.75. 
I  believe  every  man  employed  in  those  depart- 
ments is  entitled  to  $1.75  a  day.  No  later  than 
last  week,  in  the  Paving  Department,  Mr.  Harris, 
for  cause,  discharged  17  to  18  men  in  South  Bos- 
ton, and  when  I  asked  him  the  reason  he  said  be- 
cause they  were  not  able  to  do  the  work.  Now,  if 
he  has  good  workmen  left,  able  to  do  a  fair  day's 
work,  they  ought  to  be  paid  at  least  $1.75  a  day. 

Alderman  Caton — At  the  time  this  matter  was 
originally  introduced  into  the  Board,  I  offered  a 
substitute  order  that  the  several  departments 
employing  labor  fix  the  pay  of  able-bodied  men  at 
the  rate  of  $1.75  a  day,  and  the  pay  of  other  class- 
es in  proportion.  I  believe  that  is  the  order 
which  has  been  taken  from  the  table,  and  I  renew 
the  motion  that  it  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Viles — The  last  time  the  pay-roll  was 
made  up  in  the  Sewer  Department  we  sent  to  the 
Paving  Department  and  ascertained  that  they 
were  paying  $1.50  a  day.  We  shall  make  it  $1.75  as 
soon  as  the  other  departments  do. 

Alderman  Flynn— With  that  explanation  I  hope 
the  motion  of  Alderman  Caton  will  not  prevail. 
I  hope  all  laboring  men  will  be  paid  $1.75  a  day 
without  distinction. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  think  that  is  unjust.  Many 
men  are  able  and  strong  enough  to  earn  $1.50  a 
day,  and  others  $2.  There  are  a  great  many  good 
men  in  the  city  who,  if  they  can  get  work  and 
earn  $1  and  $1.25  a  day,  will  get  employment, 
and  they  need  it  and  can  earn  that  much.  But  if 
you  make  the  pay  uniform,  that  every  man  shall 
receive  $1.75  a  day,  whether  he  earns  it  or  not,  it 
is  unjust.  I  think  each  department  should  regu- 
late its  own  affairs,  that  good  men  should  receive 
SI. 75  a  day,  and  if  they  earn  more  they  should 
receive  more.  It  is  all  wrong;  If  you  pass  the  sub- 
stitute, it  is  going  to  cut  on  a  good  many  good 
men  from    getting   work  who   can  earn  $1.50  or 
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SI. 25  a  day;  but  under  this  order  you  will  be 
obliged  to  pay  them  §'.75  a  day  or  discharge 
them. 

Alderman  Flyun— I  cannot  see  where  there  is 
anyihing  that  is  unjust  in  this  matter.  If  a  man 
is  employed  by  the  city  to  go  on  to  the  streets,  he 
is  certainly  entitled  to  $1.75  a  day  it  he  is  able  to 
work  at  all.  The  city  of  Boston  is  not  a  hospital 
to  care  for  people  because  they  are  sick  and  poor. 
A  man  who  goes  to  work  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment should  be  able  to  do  a  good  day's  work,  and 
if  he  is  able  to  do  that  he  is  certainly  entitled  to 
$1  75  a  day,  in  order  to  be  able  to  support 
his  family.  I  cannot  see  anything  unjust  in 
that.  If  a  man  goes  into  the  Sewer  Department, 
everybody  knows  he  has  got  to  work  hard  there, 
and  he  is  certainly  entitled  to  $1.75  a  day.  As  I 
said  before,  the  city  of  Boston  is  not  a  hospital 
for  aged  and  poor  men.  They  should  be  rated  the 
same  as  they  are  in  other  corporations.  Another 
thing,  when  the  city  fixes  the  pay  of  wages,  it  has 
its  influence  outside.  When  the  city  of  Boston 
pays  $1.75  a  day,  the  horse  railroads  and  steam 
railroads  and  other  large  corporations  employing 
large  numbers  of  laboring  men  ps,y  the  same 
wages  that  the  city  does.  It  has  a  good  influence 
all  over  the  city,  I  believe,  among  mechanics  and 
corporations  employing  labor. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  take  a  business  view  of 
this  matter.  I  employ  quite  a  number  of  men  and 
give  them  from  $1  to  $2  a  day.  I  pay  a  man  a 
dollar  a  day  who  earns  that,  and  many  men 
could  not  get  work  if  they  were  compelled  to  be 
paid  $1.75  a  day,  because  they  cannot  earn  that. 
They  would  be  ruled  out.  I  have  some  at  $1.25 
a  day,  some  at  $1.75,  some  at  $1.50,  and  some  at 
$2.  They  are  all  satisfied,  and  know  there  is  a 
difference  in  their  ability  to  work.  I  take  a 
business  view  of  it  here,  and  consider  it  my  duty 
to  treat  these  subjects— acting  in  the  capacity  I 
am — precisely  as  I  would  in  my  own  business.  I 
look  at  it  in  no  other  light. 

Alderman  Slade— I  have  not  seen  the  pay-roll  of 
the  Paving  Department  for  this  month.  I  don't 
think  the  Paving  Committee  have  acted  upon  it 
yet.  My  impression  has  been  that  Mr.  Harris 
would  make  out  the  pay-roll  this  month  at  $1.75 
a  day.  I  d.,n't  know  that  it  has  not  been  madn 
out  at  that  rate.  I  know  that  the  Improved  Sew- 
erage pay-rolls  have  come  in,  and  out  of  one  hun- 
dred men  I  don't  think  there  are  more  than  five 
or  six  who  get  less  than  $1.75.  If  my  recollection 
serves  me,  there  are  about  half  a  dozen  men  car- 
rying water  and  doing  light  work  who  sret  $1.50  a 
day.  If  this  order  passes,  the  committee  will 
have  to  pay  $1.75  a  dav;  no  more,  no  less.  I 
don't  hesitate  to  say  that  the  Paving  Department 
will  pay  $1.75  a  day.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  n't 
just  the  thing  to  make  this  order  quite  so  binding 
and  straight  as  this.  I  know  it  will  throw  a  good 
many  men  out  of  employment.  I  would  not  for 
the  city  any  more  than  I  would  for  myself  give  a 
man  $1.75  who  could  not  earn  more  than  a  dollar. 
They  don't  expect  it,  and  ought  not  to,  and  I  be- 
lieve in  paying  as  good  wages  as  anybody. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  should  like  to  ask  the  Al- 
derman if  there  has  been  any  distinction  in  the 
pay  of  the  laboring  men  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  know  there  has  been. 

Alderman  Flynn— Then  what  harm  can  it  be  to 
pass  this  order  ? 

Alderman  Slade— There  is  no  distinction  in  the 
Paving  Department,  for  the  reason  that  they 
would  n't  have  any  but  able  bodied,  strong  men 
there.  I  am  in  a  position  where  I  see  as  many 
men  who  want  work  as  the  other  Aldermen  do. 
Most  of  those  who  come  are  advanced  in  years. 
They  urge  me  to  get  them  places  in  the  Paving 
Department,  and  I  try  to  do  it.  When  I  see  the 
Superintendent  and  tell  him  I  want  him  to  give 
them  work,  he  says  he  would  be  glad  to  do  so,  but 
they  cannot  earn  anything  there;  "I  don't  want 
anybody  but  a  strong  man  in  my  department." 
If  "he  can  be  allowed  to  pay  some  men  $1.25,  $1.50 
and  $1.00  a  day,  it  would  do  a  good  deal  of 
good,  and  we  could  employ  a  great  many  men 
who  are  seeking  employment.  I  don't  think  the 
order  of  Alderman  Thorndike  is  one  we  ought  to 
pass.  I  believe  the  heads  of  departments  should 
be  allowed  to  hire  men  as  we  do  in  our  stores  and 
business,  and  get  the  best  men  they  can. 

Alderman  Flynn— My  own  idea  is  that  if  the 
class  of  men  that  the  Alderman  speaks  of  were 
employed,  it  would  entirely  demoralize  the  whole 
department.  I  don't  believe  in  employing  men  in 
the  Paving  Department  who  are  not  capable  of 
doing  a  good  day'6  work.    The  city  is  not  a  hospi- 


tal to  give  aged  and  weak  men  employment.  Put 
the  weak  men  beside  the  strong  men,  and  what 
would  be  the  result?  Would  there  be  any  good 
work  done  ?  Could  the  department  be  car- 
ried on  by  the  Superintendent  if  there  were 
ten  men  at  $1  a  day,  ten  at  $1.25,  ten  at 
$1.50  and  ten  at  $1.75  ?  What  kind  of  discipline 
would  you  have  in  a  department  run  on  that  ba- 
sis ?  Of  course  there  are  hundreds  of  men  that 
the  Alderman  speaks  of  who  have  large  families 
to  support,and  to  compel  them  to  work  for  a  dollar 
or  $1.25  a  day  I  think  would  be  an  outrage  on  hu- 
manity at  this  time. 

Alderman  Tucker — The  Alderman  opposite  does 
not  seem  to  take  a  business  view  of  the  case. 
There  are  different  branches  of  the  public  work, 
and  men  are  selected  to  work  upon  them  possess- 
ing different  qualifications,  and  in  the  different 
branches  different  men  are  required  to  do  different 
grades  of  work.  The  strong,  able-bodied  men  in 
the  labor  department  are  paid  the  highest  price, 
but  for  a  certain  class  the  work  is  graded.  Men 
working  for  a  dollar  a  day  are  not  expected  to  do 
as  much  or  the  same  kind  of  work  as  those  who 
get  a  higher  price. 

Alderman  Flynn— In  what  department  in  the 
Paving  Department  would  you  pay  a  man  a  dollar 
a  day  on  any  work  there  ? 

Alderman' Tucker— Breaking  stones  and  picking 
around  where  the  men  are  macadamizing  streets. 

Alderman  Flynn— Do  you  think  a  dollar  a  day 
enough  for  that? 

Alderman  Tucker— I  think  a  great  many  men 
could  go  to  work  breaking  stone  at  a  dollar  a  day 
who  could  not  do  other  work.  My  object  is  to 
give  every  man  a  chance  to  get  employment  and 
earn  his  daily  bread. 

The  question  came  up  on  the  adoption  of  the 
substitute  of  Alderman  Thorndike,  and  Alderman 
Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  substi- 
tute was  lost — yeas  4, nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Flynn,  O'Brien,  Thorndike, 
Woolley— 4. 

Nays — Aldermen  Breck,  Caton,  Slade,  Tucker 
Viles,  Walbridge,  Wlntten— 7. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  original  order, 
to  pay  first-class  laborers  $1.75  a  day  and  other 
classes  in  proportion. 

Alderman  Woolley  moved  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing that  no  laborer  be  paid  'ess  than  $1.75  per 
day. 

Alderman  Flynn  suggested  that  he  move  to 
strike  out  the  latter  clause,  "and  of  other  classes 
in  proportion." 

Alderman  Woolley  accepted  the  suggestion  and 
put  his  amendment'in  that  form. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  think  that  order  reads 
just  as  it  should.    I  think  it  is  a  proper  one. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  believe  that  every  labor- 
er is  worthy  of  his  hire,  and  that  $1.75  a  day  is  as 
low  as  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to  pay.  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  serving  on  two  committees 
where  this  matter  has  been  fully  discussed— the 
Committee  on  Salaries,  and  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee. There  was  a  unanimous  report  of  both 
committees  recommending  that  $1.75  be  estab- 
lished as  the  sum  to  be  paid  per  day  by  the  city 
of  Boston  for  its  labor.  This  is  small  enough  as 
times  are  now.  It  is  pretty  hard  to  discriminate 
between  a  man  who  is  able  to  do  a  first-class 
day's  work  and  one  who  is  not  quite  so  able.  But 
these  men  all  have  families  to  support,  and  it 
is  better  for  the  city  to  pay  them  enough 
to  enable  them  to  support  their  fami- 
lies than  to  have  the  charge  of  them  in  the  pub- 
lic institutions.  It  will  cost  more  to  support 
them  in  the  public  institutions  than  to  pay  them 
well  on  the  public  work. 

Alderman  Tucker— Do  you  pay  all  men  in  your 
employ  at  the  same  price? 

Alderman  Woolley— No  sir;  but  I  have  no  man 
that  I  nay  less  than  $1.75  a  day.  Of  course  1  pay 
the  foreman  who  has  charge  of  the  work  more 
than  that.  But  as  I  said  before,  these  men  are 
poor  and  we  have  had  hard  times.  It  is  not  as  if 
we  were  going  to  employ  these  men  all  the  year 
round.  Their  work  is  only  for  a  few  months, 
some  for  only  a  fortnight,  some  only  a  week, 
some  only  a  day  or  two,  and  then  they  are  dis- 
charged and  other  men  are  taken  on.  These  men 
do  not  average  more  than  two  weeks  in  a  month, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  a  low  average  for 
them.  I  do  not  believe  they  can  support  their 
families  on  less  than  $1.75  a  day.  I  hope  the  or- 
der offered  by  my  colleague  from  East  Boston 
will  pass,  for  I  think  that  sum  is  small  enough. 

Alderman  Slade— This  amendment  would  make 
the  order  precisely  like  the  one    we    have    voted 
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down.  I  know  there  are  some  boys  and  a  few  old 
fellows,  so  to  speak,  that  are  carrying  water  and 
doing  light  work  who  get  $1.25  a  day.  They  can- 
not earn  $1  75,  and  ought  not  to  have  it.  If  this 
order  passes  they  wilHose  their  positions.  Able- 
bodied  men  who  are  earning  $1.75  a  day  ought  to 
have  that  amount,  and  the  result  will  be  that 
more  or  less  men  will  be  discharged,  because  you 
will  readily  see  how  much  disaffection  it  will  cre- 
ate amongst  the  laboring  men,  if  a  weak  old  man 
or  a  youngster  was  getting  the  same  pay  they  got 
and  doing  not  a  fourth  part  of  the  work. 
I  think  this  amendment  would  make  it 
too  stringent  an  order.  I  agree  that  good 
laboring  men  should  get  $1.75  a  day.  It  is  the 
fault  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  if  the  pay  roll 
of  that  department  is  not  made  out  for  this 
month  at  $1.75  a  day.  I  am  willing  to  take  the 
responsibility  for  it,  if  we  have  neglected  it. 

Alderman  Flynn— Then  I  would  suggest  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  that  inas- 
much as  the  pay  roll  has  not  been  sent  to  him  for 
approval,  before  he  signs  it  he  require  that  the 
rate  of  wages  shall  De  $1.75  per  day. 

Alderman  Slade— That  will  be  for  the  com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Flynn— But  I  ask  you  now  not  to 
sign  it. 

Alderman  Viles— I  believe  there  is  no  depart- 
ment with  which  I  am  connected  where  the  la- 
borers receive  less  than  $1.75  a  day,  for  first-class 
men.  Of  course  there  are  some  boys  who  receive 
less,  and  if  the  amendment  passes  we  will  have  to 
discharge  them.    I  hope  it  will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Flynn — It  appears  to  me  that  Alder- 
men are  laboring  under  some  misapprehension. 
It  is  not  proposed  to  pay  boys  $1.75  a  day.  The 
order  calls  for  first-class  laborers  to  be  paid  $1.75 
a  day.  Nobody  has  said  a  word  about  boys.  You 
pay  boys  what  you  please,  but  you  pay  men  $1.75 
a  day.  That  is  no  way  to  get  out  of  this  matter 
by  saying  you  have  a  few  boys  and  will  have  to 
discharge  them.  We  do  not  ask  you  to  pay  boys 
$1.75,  but  to  pay  able-bodied  men  that  price. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  would  like  to  ask  Alder- 
man Woolley  what  objection  he  has  to  the  clause, 
"and  of  other  classes  in  proportion,"  and  if  he 
wishes  to  cut  off  these  boys  and  old  men. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  have  no  objection  to  it, 
if  I  can  put  my  own  construction  upon  it  that  the 
other  classes  shall  be  paid  not  less  than  $1.75  a 
day;  but  I  object  to  it  when  the  construction  of 
other  members  of  the  Board  is  put  upon  it  that 
they  shall  be  paid  less  than  that.  I  think  $1.75  a 
day  is  little  enough  to  pay  anybody  employed  by 
the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Whitten — Whether  he  be  boy  or 
man? 

Alderman  Woolley — We  are  talking  about  able- 
bodied  men. 

Alderman  Whitten — The  order  offered  by  Alder- 
man Caton  is  precisely  what  the  gentleman 
wants,  except  that  we  are  to  pay  other  classes  in 
proportion.  If  a  man  is  worth  $1.75,  we  pay 
$1.75.  If  worth  $2,  we  pay  $2;  and  if  $1.50,  we 
pay  $1.50.  I  understand  this  amendment  -will  cut 
down  to  $1.75  the  men  we  are  now  paying  more 
than  that,  and  will  compel  us  to  pay  $1.75  to  men 
we  are  now  paying  less.  This  does  not  seem  to 
be  just. 

Alderman  Flynn— What  department  pays  more 
than  $2  a  day? 

Alderman  Whitten— I  suppose  there  are  men  in 
the  Improved  Sewerage  Department  who  receive 
more  than  that.  I  do  not  happen  to  be  upon  any 
committee  which  employs  labor,  and  cannot 
speak  from  personal  knowledge.  I  can  only  sit 
here  and  learn  from  others.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  legislating  for  the  benefit  of  labor  is  a  bad 
business.  I  agree  with  the  Alderman  from  East 
Boston  that  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,  but 
when  you  attempt  to  make  one  man  receive  what 
he  is  not  worth,  it  is  not  right.  We  should  do  the 
city  business  just  as  we  do  our  own.  I  hope  the 
order  offered  by  Alderman  Caton  will  be  adopted. 


The  amendment  of  Alderman  Woolley  was  de- 
clared lost.  Alderman  Flynn  doubted  the  vote 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Yeas  —  Aldermen  Flynn,  O'Brien,  Thorndike, 
Woolley— 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Breck,  Caton,  Slade,  Tucker, 
Viles,  Walbridge,  Whitten— 7. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  a  reconsideration,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  hope  this  matter  will  be 
laid  over  for  one  week,  and  move  to  lay  it  upon 
the  table.  I  desire  time  to  investigate,  as  I  pro- 
pose to  look  into  the  pay  of  all  the  departments. 
I  think  the  pay  of  laborers  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment should  be  raised  somewhat  to  conform  to- 
this  increase.  Therefore  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  the  motion. 

Alderman  Slade— No,  I  want  to  fix  it  tonight. 

Alderman  Flynn— Then  I  move  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote — 
4  tor,  7  against. 

The  reconsideration  was  declared  lost. 

Alderman  Flynn  doubted  the  vote,  which  was 
verified  by  rising— 4  for,  7  against. 

Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  and  order— That  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument  or 
instruments,  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
whereby  the  city  shall  declare,  so  far  as  it  may  do 
so  without  affecting  the  legal  or  equitable  rights 
of  third  parties,  holding  title  under  it,  that  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  the  following  deeds  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  viz.:  A  deed  to  LeRoy  Hackett 
dated  May  12,  1857,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  lib.  719,  page  158,  being  of  lot  No.  67  on. 
plan  of  Union  park,  recorded  with  said  deeds  at 
end  of  lib.  626;  ana  a  deed  to  Uriah  Ritchie,  dated 
Nov.  28, 1857,  and  recorded  in  lib.  729,  folio  160,  of 
lot  No.  66  on  said  plan;  and  all  the  conditions  ex- 
cept the  second  in  thefollowing  deedsof  said  city, 
viz. :  A  deed  to  said  Ritchie,  dated  Nov.  28, 1857, 
recorded  lib.  729,  fol.  197,  of  lot  21,  on  said  plan;  a 
deed  to  said  Ritchie  dated  May  27,  1857,  recorded 
lib.  717,  fol.  275,  of  lot  20on  said  plan;  and  a  deed 
to  said  Ritchie  dated  March  23,  1857,  recorded  lib. 
715,  fol.  201,  of  lot  19  on  said  plan— shall  be  held  by 
the  said  city  to  be  restrictions  only  and  not  con- 
ditions, and  that  said  city  or  its  assigns  shall  not 
claim  a  forfeiture  of  said  estates,  or  any  of  them, 
by  any  breach  of  said  conditions.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

Report  and  order— That  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  in- 
strument made  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
approving  the  two  dwelling  houses  erected  upon 
land  on  L  street,  as  conveyed  by  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  Leonard  Day,  by  deed  dated  April  29,  1880, 
and  recorded  in  Suffolk  Registry  of  Deeds,  lib. 
1490,  fol.  403.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

CEDAK    GROVE    CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Whitten  presented  the  annual  report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery, 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  printed. 
Following  is  a  summary  of  the  transactions: 

Lots  sold  46,  single  graves  sold 163 

Intermentsln  proprietors' lots 91 

"    single  graves 203 

Deposited  in  receiving  vault 20 

Total  interments 314 

Lots  trenched  and  graded 2ft 

"  "  not       "        40 

Single  graves  prepared  for  use 250 

Lots  finished  and  ready  for  use 130 

"    in  process  of  preparation 70 

Single  graves  ready  for  sale 300 

Receipts   from   the   sales  of  lots,  superin- 
tendent, appropriation  and  balance $1 7, 554.18 

Balance  May  1, 1880 1,250.99 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 


COMMON       COUNCIL 


307 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY    37,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey 
N.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  approve  two  dwelling 
houses  on  land  on  L  street,  conveyed  to  Leonard 
Day  by  the  city  of  Boston.  Order  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  to  purchase  4200  feet  of  land, 
mere  or  less,  on  Havre  stieet,  at  seventy  cents 
per  foot,  including  taxes  for  this  year,  for  the 
purposes  of  a  Municipal  Court  for  East  Boston, 
and  the  enlargement  of  Police  Station  House  7. 
Referred  to  Finance  Committee.  Mr.  Coe  of 
Ward  23  said  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion already  had  before  them  the  subject  of  sup- 
plying accommodations  for  the  East  Boston  High 
School,  and  they  should  consider  tkis  order  also, 
as  it  related  to  that  matter.  On  his  motion  the 
Council  non-concurred  in  the  reference  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  referred  the  report  and 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Sent  up. 

Order  to  fix  the  compensation  of  able-bodied, 
first-class  laborers  at  the  rate  of  §1.75  per  day, 
and  other  classes  in  proportion.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading.  Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,the  rule  was  suspended  and 
the  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  A  motion 
to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Christal,  hoping  it  w»uld  not 
prevail,  was  lost. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  grade  Commercial  street  as  widened 
from  Eastern  avenue  to  Charlestown  street  and 
to  set  back  the  edgestones,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  §12,000.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  renovate  the  portraits  and  paintings 
in  Faneuil  Hall,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $150. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting 
and  publishing  the  proceedings  and  debates  of 
the  City  Council  for  one  year,  and  to  make  a  con- 
tract therefor,  at  not  exceeding  $6000.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

SINKING     FUNDS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  on  the 
Sinking  Funds  was  received  and  sent  up. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking 
Funds  for  the  payment  or  redemption  of  the  city 
debt  have  the  honor  of  presenting  their  four- 
teenth report,  covering  transactions  during  the 
period  embraced  within  the  financial  year  of  the 
city,  terminating  April  30, 1880. 
Total  amount  of  redemption  funds   in 

the  hands  of  the  commissioners,  April 

30,1879 815,794,035.69 

Total  amount  of  receipts  during  the  year     1,809,449.12 

817,603,484.81 
Total  disbursements  during  the  year. . .     3,817,376.52 

Total  amountof  redemption  funds,  April 
30,1880 813,786,108.29 

Total    amount   of    redemption    funds, 

April  30,1879 815,794,035.69 

Total    amount   of    redemption    funds, 

April  30,1880 13,786,108.29 

Decrease  of  redemption  funds  during 
the  year  ending  April  30,1880 82,007,927.40 

The  amount  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer 
during  the  year  ending  April  30. 1880, 
from  the  several  sinking  funds,  for  the 
redemption  of  debt  at  maturity,  was. .  83,670,690.87 

Amount  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer  dur- 
ing the  same  period,  cost  of  redemp- 
tion of  the  above  matured  debt 1,106.59 

Amount  of  revenue  received  and  paid 
to  the  City  Treasurer,  with  which, 
debt  held  by  the  commissioners  was 
paid  and  cancelled  during  the  same 
period 142,000.00 

Amount  of  premium  paid  on  city  of 
Boston  bonds  purchased 3,579.06 

Total  amount  of  disbursements  for  the 
year  ending  April  30, 1880 83,817.376.52 


The  annual  statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
board,  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts of  the  board  thereon,  will  be  found  ap- 
pended. Frederick  0.  Prince. 

Joseph  A.  Tucker. 

Henry  F.  Coe. 

Newton  Talbot. 

Thomas  B.  Harris. 

Alfred  T.  Turner. 
Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds 
for  the  Payment  or  Redemption  of  the  City  Debt . 

Annual  Statement  of  the  Sinking  Funds  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Total  sinking  funds,  April  30, 1879 815,794,035.69 

Receipts  in  1879-80. 
Revenue  from  betterments, 

sales  of  land,  etc 8207,626.75 

Interest  on  investments....    775,750,71 
Interest  on  bank  deposits.. .      40,574.90 
Interest  on  redeemed  ster- 
ling debt 22,087.46 

Appropriation    for  debt 495,704.00 

Excess  of  income  over  exDenditures — 
C  o  c  h  ituate 
W  a  t  e  r 

Works 8214,707.24 

Mystic  Wa- 
ter Works.         52.998.06 

267,705.30 

1,809,449.12 

817,603,484.81 
Disbursements  in  1879-80. 
Premium   o  n 
bonds  p  u  r- 

chased 83,579.06 

City   Treas- 
urer- 
Redemption 
of  debt  ma- 
tured  83,670,690.87 

Redemption 
of  debt 
from  mon- 
eys receiv- 
e  d  from 
better- 

ment8,etc.       142,000.00 
Cost   o  f   re- 
dempt  ion 
of  matured 

debt 1,106.59 

3,813,797.46 

3,817,376.52 

Total  Sinking  Funds  April  30, 1880 813,786,108.29 


Cash  and  Investments,  April  30,  1880. 

Cash  deposited  in  the  Mer- 
chants' National  Bank  ...:g361 ,108.29 

City  of  Boston 
6  per  cent, 
bonds,  city 
loans 86,841,000.00 

City  of  Boston 

5  per  cent, 
bonds,     city 

loans 147,000.00 

City  of  Boston 

4A/2  per  cent. 

bonds,    city 

loans 550 ,000.00 

City  of  Boston 

4   per  cent. 

bonds,    city 

loans 1,294,000.00 

8,832,000.00 

City  of  Boston 

6  per   cent.  ■.     •: 
bonds,      Co- 

chituate  wa- 
ter loans  ....83,806,000.00 
City  of  Boston 

4  per  cent, 
bonds,  Co- 
chituate  wa- 
ter loans....      588,000.00 

4,394,000. 00 

City  of  Boston 
6  per  cent, 
bonds.  Mys- 
tic water 
loans 8169,000.00 

City  of  Boston 

5  per  cent, 
bonds,  Mys- 
tic      water 

loans 30,000.00 

199,000.00 

813,786.108.29 


Statement  of  the  Debt  and  Siiiiina  Funds,  April  30. 18S». 
Sinking  Funds.         Debts. 

Old  Sinking  Fund 85,461,881.62    80,765,640.60 

Consolidated  Street  Im- 
provement Sinking 
Fund 1,314,774.79      3,332,107.05 
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Sinking  Funds.        Debts. 
Burnt    District    Sinking 

Fund 1,565,338.29      5,702,103.73 

Twenty-year    Sinking 

Fund 2,942,750.66    10,164,000.00 

Ten-year  Sinking  Fund..      259,067.94      2,766,000.00 
Public    Park    Sinking 

Fund 119,381.16  450,000.00 

CochituateWater  Sinking 

Fund 1,771,692.62    11,697,273.98 

Mystic     Water     Sinking 

Fund 318,137.06      1,153,000.00 

Moneys  for  the  reduction 

of  debt 33,084.15 

813,786,108.29  842,030,125.36 

C.  H.  DENNIE, 
Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds. 
Boston,  April  30, 1880. 

Boston,  May  24,  1880. 
The  Committee  on  Accounts  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  Trial  Balance  and  assets  of  the  Sink- 
ing Funds  of  the  city   of   Boston,    having    com- 
pleted their  examination,  report  as  follows: 
The  amount  of  assets  called  for  by  the 
Trial  Balance,  is 813,786,108.29 

We  have  examined  these  assets,  consisting  of  — 

Cash ,     8361,108.29 

City  bonds 8,832,000.00 

Cochituate  water  bonds 4,394,000.00 

Mystic  water  bonds 199,000.00 

813,786,108  29 
and  find  the  same  correct. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thos.  B.  Harris. 
Henry  F.  Coe. 

BACK  BAY  PARK. 

The  following  was  received: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston — The  Board  of  Park  Commission- 
ers beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  in 
completion  of  its  report  in  part  made  to  your 
honorable  body  May  6,  1880: 

As  regards  estates  numbered  2,  25,  26,  27,  31,  32, 
33,  34,  38,  39,  47,  49,  50,  no  changes  in  the  records 
are  found  from  those  reported  in  City  Document 
123,  1879. 

In  estates  numbered  6,  7,  10,  11,  12, 13,  14,  1G,  23, 
24,  28,  35,  37,  41,  43,  44,  45,  46  and  48,  the  records 
show  the  following: 

Estate  No.  6,  libro  290,  folio  210,  Norfolk  County 
Registry,  Thomas  H.  and  Augustus  Parker  to 
George  Billings,  subject  to  the  maintenance  for 
life  or  Sarah  Parker,  warranty  deed,  dated  July 
16,  18C0. 

Estate  No.  7,  libro  290.  folio  73,  Norfolk  County 
Registry,  partition  of  the  estate  of  George  J. 
Parker,  deceased,  set  off  and  assigned  to  Sarah 
Parker,  the  younger,  subject  to  the  maintenance 
for  life  of  Sarah  Parker,  dated  July  11, 1860. 

Estates  Nos.  10  and  11,  No.  16,329  Norfolk  County 
Registry  of  Probate,  will  of  Ebenezer  Seaver,  de- 
ceased, bequeathed  to  Sarah  Parker  maintenance 
while  she  remains  a  widow,  in  these  and  other 
estates.  Libro  290,  folio  73,  Norfolk  County  Keg- 
istry,  partition  of  the  estate  of  George  J.  Parker, 
deceased,  set  off  and  assigned  to  Thomas  H.  Par- 
ker %  undivided,  and  Lucy  E.  Billings  %  undi- 
vided, dated  July  11,  1860.  No.  1741,  Norfolk 
Registry  of  Probate,  will  of  Lucy  E.  Billings,  de- 
ceased, devised  to  George  Billings  life  estate, 
then  to  Julia  Billings  now  deceased  l/3  undivided, 
Frank  S.  Billings  %  undivided.  Libro  1256,  folio 
305,  Suffolk  County  Registry,  George  Billings  to 
Frank  S.  Billings,  life  estate  to  %  undivided 
quitclaim  deed,  consideration  one  dollar,  etc., 
dated  Feb.  13,  1875. 

Estates  Nos.  12,  13,  and  14,  libro  425,  folio  258, 
Norfolk  County  Registry,  Jonas  B.  Hildreth  to 
Jacob  Fottler,  mortgage  for  $160,000,  dated  June 
15, 1872. 

Libro  1266,  folio  137,  Suffolk  County  Registry, 
and  libro  466,  folio  59,  Norfolk  County  Registry, 
entry  for  possession  by  Jacob  Fottler  under  mort- 
gage recorded  libro  425,  folio  258,  Norfolk  County 
Registry.    Entry  made  April  13, 1875. 

Libro  441,  folio  221,  Norfolk  County  Registry, 
Jonas  B.  Hildreth  to  John  G.  Wallace  2-C  undi- 
vided, Willard  Broad  1-6  undivided,  Henry  Morse 
1-6  undivided,  subject  to  mortgage;  warranty 
deed,  dated  June  6,  1873.  Libro  441,  folio  222, 
Norfolk  County  Registry,  John  G.  Wallace, 
Willard  Broad,  and  Henry  Morse,  to  Jonas 
B.  Hildreth,  mortgage  ■  on  4-6  undivided  for 
$55,343.25,  dated  June  6,  1873,  now  held  by  Eliza- 
beth W.  Newman,  libro  442,  folio  105,  Norfolk 
County  Registry,  Jonas  B.  Hildreth   to  Elizabeth 


W.  Newman,  2-6  undivided.     Deed  dated  June  14, 
1873. 

Libro  1208,  folio  161,  Suffolk  County  Registry, 
and  libro  454,  folio  98,  Norfolk  County  Registry, 
Alexander  Dickson,  collector,  to  Stedman  W. 
Fottler.    Collector's  deed  dated  April  25, 1874. 

Estate  No.  16,  subject  to  a  right  of  way  to  Wal- 
nut street  for  estate  No.  47,  libro  424,  'folio  268, 
Norfolk  County  Registry,  William  S.  Bond  to 
Charles  R.  Lamb,  mortgage  for  $4959.25,  dated 
May  28,  1872. 

Libro  424,  folio  270,  Norfolk  County  Registry, 
William  S.  Bond  to  Charles  R.  Lamb,  trustee, 
mortgage  for  $2086.72,  dated  May  28,  1872. 

Estate  No.  23,  libro  396,  folio  153,  Norfolk  Coun- 
ty Registry,  Jeremiah  Williams  to  Moses  Will- 
iams, mortgage  for  $10,000,  dated  Aug.  9, 1870. 

Estates  Nos.  23  and  24,  No.  59,632,  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty Registry  of  Probate,  will  of  Jeremiah  Will- 
iams, deceased;  devised  to  Edward  H.  De«son, 
Joseph  S.  and  Jeremiah  Williams,  trustees,  % 
undivided;  Joseph  S.  Williams,  \U  undivided, 
and  Jeremiah  Williams,  V4  undivided. 

Libro  1415,  folios  308  and  313,  Suffolk  County 
Registry,  Joseph  S.  Williams  to  Edward  H.  Dew- 
son  et  al.,  trustees,  two  mortgages  on  14  undivid- 
ed of  these  and  another  estate.  The  first  for 
$9750.  The  second  for  $5000,  dated  June  1, 1877. 
Libro  1416,  folio  242,  Suffolk  County  Registry,: 
Joseph  S.  Williams  to  Jeremiah  Wiiliams,  mort- 
gage on  same  estate  for  $4875,  dated  June  1, 1877. 

Estate  No.  28,  libro  418,  folio  216,  Norfolk  Coun- 
ty Registry,  Charles  T.  Cook  to  the  Home  Sav- 
ings Bank,  mortgage  on  a  portion  (5943  square 
feet)  for  $2000,  dated  Jan.  9, 1872.  Libro  1386,  fo- 
lio 12,  Suffolk  County  Registry,  Alexander  M. 
and  Francis  L.  Davis  to  Hannah  M.  Cook,  now 
deceased,  mortgage  on  a  portion  (17,612  square 
feet)  for  $859,10,  dated  July  13,  1877. 

Estate  No.  35,  libro  257,  folio  69,  Norfolk  County 
Registry,  Sumner  Smith  to  William  and  Caroline 
R.  Chee'ver,  mortgage  for  $5000,  dated  July  2, 
1857,  now  held  by  Milton  A.  Straw,  Jr.  Libro  421, 
folio  59,  Norfolk  County  Registry,  A.  O.  Evans  to 
John  Galvin,  mortgage  for  $10,000,  dated  March 
23, 1872,  now  held  by  Milton  A.  Straw,  Jr.,  for 
$5000. 

Estate  No.  37,  No.  13,223,  Norfolk  County  Regis- 
try of  Probate,  will  of  Joseph  Morton,  deceased; 
devisees  interested  are  Mary  H.  M.  Thompson, 
Josephine  E.  M.  Safford,  Sarah  B.  Morton,  Mary 
J.  W.,  Arthur  A.,  George  W.  and  S.  Josephine 
Morton,  Mary  M.,  Jesse  D.,  Martha  M.,  Edith  and 
William  S.  M.  Woodbury. 

Estate  No.  41,  libro  390,  folio  209,  Norfolk  County 
Registry,  Joseph  P.  Ellicott  to  Henrv  and  Sam- 
uel K.  Whiting,  mortgage  for  $12,000,  dated 
March  1 ,  1870,  now  held  by  Samuel  K  Whiting. 

Estate  No.  43,  libro  222,  folio  186,  Norfolk  County 
Registry,  Charles  W.  Dabney  to  Joseph  W.  Alsop, 
trustee,  mortgage  on  a  portion  for  $4000,  dated 
Julvl,  1853.  Now  held  by  William  Minot,  Jr., 
trustee.  Libro  232,  folio  131,  Norfolk  County  Regis- 
try, Charles  W.  Dabney,  Jr.,  to  Francis  J.  Oliver 
and  Joseph  W.  Alsop,  trustees,  benefit  of  Susan 
H.  Dabney.  Warranty  deed,  dated  Dec.  18,  1854, 
libro  333,  folio  297,  Norfolk  County  Registry, 
William  H.  Hoit  and  John  A.  Hanson,  trustees  to 
Susan  H.  Dabrfey,  wife  of  Charles  W.,  Jr.  Trus- 
tees' deed  of  73,651  square  feet,  consideration 
$10,000,  dated  April  15,  1865.  No.  4967,  Norfolk 
Registry  of  Probate,  will  of  Charles  W.  Dabney, 
Jr.,  deceased,  devised  to  Susan  H.  Dabney  a  por- 
tion of  this  estate. 

Estate  No.  44,  libro  416,  folio  264,  Norfolk  Coun- 
ty Registry,  Francis  A.  Peters  to  Edward  D.  So- 
h'ier,  and  William  Minot,  Jr.,  trustees,  mortgage 
for  $15,000,  dated  Dec.  1, 1871.  Now  held  by  John 
Bryant. 

Estate  No.  45,  No.  16,023,  Norfolk  County  Regis- 
try of  Probate,  heirs  of  Mary  S.  Ross,  deceased 
(late  wife  of  M.  Denman  Ross),  are  Waldo  O. 
Ross,  John  H.  Ross  and  Henry  F.  Ross,  subject  to 
the  tenancy  by  the  courtesy  of  M.  Denman  Ross. 

Libro  440,  folio  85,  Norfolk  County  Registry,  M. 
Denman  RosS  to  Waldo  O.  Ross,  John  H.  Ross 
and  Henry  F.  Ross.  Release  of  54,492  square  feet, 
reserving  to  M.  Denman  Ross  life  estate.  Dated 
May  22,  1873. 

Estate  No.  46,  libro  282,  folio  216,  Norfolk  County 
Registry,  G.  Winthrop  Coffin  to  George  W.  Coffin, 
now  deceased,  mortgage  for  $15,000.  Dated  Oct. 
29   1859 

Estate  No.  48,  libro  336,  folio  158,  Norfolk  County 
Registry,  George  W.  and  Mary  R.  Pettes,  to  Will- 
iam R.  Robeson,  mortgage  for  $25,000,  dated  Nov. 
1,1865,  now  held  by  the  Suffolk  Savings  Bank  for 
Seamen  and  others  for  $15,000. 
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Libro  343,  folio  164,  Norfolk  County  Registry, 
George  W.  and  Mary  R.  Pettes  to  James  M. 
Beebe,  mortgage  for  $10,000,  dated  June  9,  I860. 
Now  held  by  the  Suffolk  Savings  Bank  for  Sea- 
men and  others. 

The  mortgage  on  estate  No.  15,  previously  re- 
ported as  held  by  Lewis  H.  Keith,  is  now  held  by 
William  B.  Isham. 

In  conformity  to  the  order,  the  interests  as  now 
found  have  been  put  upon  the  plan  returned 
herewith. 

The  sources  of  information  were  the  registries 
of  Deeds  and  of  Probate  for  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
counties.  The  board  has  proceeded  on  the  sup- 
position that  a  merely  cursory  searching  of  the 
records,  to  find  the  nominal  owners  and  interests, 
is  all  that  the  Council  desire  from  the  short  time 
allowed  in  which  to  report,  as  a  thorough  exam- 
ination of  the  titles  would  require  several  months. 
For  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 
Respectfully, 

Charles  H.  Dalton,  Chairman. 
Boston,  May  27,  1880. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt,  the  report  and  accom- 
panying map  were  ordered  printed. 

THE    NEW    MAIN    FROM    CHESTNUT    HILL    RESER- 
VOIR. 

.     Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  presented  the  follow- 
ing: 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  ( 
May  27, 1880.      ( 

To  the  City  Council— The  Boston  Water  Board 
respectfully  ask  for  authority  to  apply  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  appropriation  for  the  New 
Main  from  the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  to  the 
City  Proper  towards  the  expense  of  laying  the 
pipes  and  appurtenances  connected  therewith. 
Boston  Water  Board. 

By  Leonard  R.  Cutter, 

Chairman. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  ask 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  in  order  that  I  may  offer 
the  following  order  at  the  present  time: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  au- 
thorized to  apply  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  "New  main  from  the  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir  to  the  city  proper"  towards 
the  expense  of  laying  the  pipes  and  appurte- 
nances connected  therewith. 

There  is  no  money  to  be  paid  out  except  what 
we  have  in  the  balance  from  the  amount  appro- 
priated to  buy  the  pipe,  which  was  bought  much 
cheaper  than  was  expected. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  Mr.  Greenough  of- 
fered the  order  read  by  him. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Greenough — Before  the  order  is  passed  I 
wish  to  say  that  the  Water  Board  do  not  commit 
themselves  to  the  promise  that  it  will  not  be  nec- 
essary to  ask  for  more  money  to  finish  that  main. 
If  it  should  be  necessary  to  ask  for  another  ap- 
propriation, I  do  not  wish  it  said  that  we  prom- 
ised not  to  do  so.  We  have  a  large  balance,  and 
it  may  not  be  necessary  to  ask  for  more;  but  if  it 
should  be  I  do  not  wish  there  should  be  any  mis- 
understanding about  it. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

NEW    COURT  HOUSE. 

The  President  read  the  following: 

City  Clerk's   Office,  | 

Boston,  May  24,  1880.  ) 
The  orders  of  the  Common  Council  proposing  a 
joint  special  committee  to  consider  the  subject  of 
the  needs  of  a  new  Court  House,  and  also  the  ne- 
cessity of  economy  in  public  expenditure,  were 
indefinitely  postponed  this  day  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Attest:  S.  F.  McCleary, 

City  Clerk. 
To  Washington  P.  Gregg,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  Com- 
mon Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Wavd  12— In  relation  to  that 
certificate,  I  wish  to  offer  the  following  preamble 
ana  resolution: 

1.  Whereas,  The  Common  Council  did  at  its 
last  meeting  pass  an  order  providing  foi  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  special  committee  on  the 
subject  of  building  a  new  Court  House,  under  the 
requirements  of  section  5  of  chapter  128  of  acts  of 
1880;  and 

2.  Whereas,  The  Board  of  Aldermen  did  on 
Monday  last,  at  its  regular  meeting,  vote  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  consideration  of  such  or- 
der; and 

3.  Whereas,  The  Council  are  of  opinion  that 
under  the  thirteenth  joint  rule  such  action  is  not 
necessarily  final,  but  that  it  is  the  duty  and  de- 


sire of  the  Common  Council  to  take  every  possible 
method  of  securing  harmony  between  the 
branches  of  the  City  Council  in  the  discharge  of 
their  joint  business; 

4.  Resolved,  That  this  Common  Council  hereby 
insists  upon  its  action  in  regard  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  on  building  a  new 
Court  House,  and  upon  the  necessity  of  economy 
in  all  measures  connected  therewith. 

Mr.  Whitmore — This  matter  has  come  to  me  in 
its  present  form  very  unexpectedly.  It  was  not 
»ntil  a  very  few  moments  ago  I  was  informed 
that  the  City  Clerk  had  taken  that  view 
of  his  duty  which  would  lead  him  to  send 
this  notice.  So  far  as  my  recollection  goes, 
I  believe  this  is  the  first  occasion  upon  which 
either  branch  has  been  notified  of  the  indefinite 
postponement  by  the  other  branch.  I  de- 
sire to  call  the  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  a  very  brief  statement  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  matter,  which  I  have  been  able  to  get 
within  the  last  [few  minutes.  It  amounts  to  this: 
Cushing  states  that  although  the  ordinary  usage 
of  bodies  is  not  to  notify  each  other  of  a  rejection 
of  a  bill  which  originated  in  the  other,  in   Con- 

gress  it  is  the  custom  to  give  notice  to  the  other 
[ouse  in  which  the  same  has  been  passed.  I  turn 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  Congress,  in  the 
form  in  which  they  stood  up  to  the  present  ses- 
sion, and  which  I  presume  are  still  in  force,  and 
it  states  as  follows  on  page  146  of  the  Joint  Rules 
of  Congress: 

"When  a  bill  or  resolution  which  shall  have 
passed  in  one  House  is  rejected  in  the  other,  notice 
thereof  shall  be  given  to  the  House  in  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  passed. 

' '  When  a  bill  or  resolution  which  has  been  passed 
in  one  House  shall  be  rejected  in  the  other,  it  shall 
not  be  brought  in  during  the  same  session,  with- 
out a  notice  of  ten  days  and  leave  of  two-thirds  of 
that  House  in  which  it  shall  be  renewed." 

It  seems  very  clear  that  in  framing  our  thir- 
teenth joint  rule,  which  has  been  in  operation 
for  a  number  of  years,  we  were  following  the 
precedent  set  by  Congress,  and  it  is  perfectly  evi- 
dent that  in  Congress  the  idea  of  sending  a  notice 
to  a  branch  in  which  an  order  was  rejected  was 
for  the  express  purpose  of  making  an  effort  to 
secure  harmony  between  the  different  branches. 
As  Congress  holds  daily  sessions  it  is  necessary 
that  due  notice  may  be  given,  that  no  surprise 
may  be  created.  It  must  be  accepted  as  a  fact 
that  the  rule  requiring  the  giving  of  notice  is  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  harmony  between  the 
two  branches  in  their  action.  For  that  reason  it 
seems  to  me  this  preamble  and  resolve  deserve  to 
be  passed  in  order  that  we  may  again  send  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  a  notification  of  what  will 
seem  to  be  our  duty  tonight,  and  perhaps  that 
small  majority  which  rejected  our  proposition 
may  be  overcome.  I  desire  to  make  some  explan- 
ation in  regard  to  one  statement  in  regard  to  the- ac- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which  may  lead 
the  Council  to  be  inclined  to  make  this  further 
overture  on  our  part.  When  we  sent  that  order 
down  for  a  joint  committee,  which  everybody 
knows  we  had  a  right  to  do,  apparently  there  was 
some  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  they  rejected 
the  order;  and  more  than  that,  one  member 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.  Under  the  rules,  if  such  action  is  con- 
sidered final,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  can  take  no 
action  hereafter  on  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee.  Some  members  of  the  other  branch 
have  said  to  me  that  when  some  action  is  taken 
on  the  taking  of  land  for  a  site,  they  will  be  glad 
to  appoint  a  joint  committee.  That  statement 
displays  an  ignorance  which  an  Alderman 
ought  not  to  exhibit.  It  seems  to  me  an 
Alderman  ought  to  know  the  effect  of  his 
action  before  he  makes  his  motion.  It 
seems  to  me,  if  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have 
put  themselves  in  a  position  by  which  they  can- 
not discharge  their  duty  which  the  law  has  put 
upon  them  and  upon  us,  to  build  a  Court  House, 
we  ought  to  give  them  every  opportunity  to  re- 
treat from  their  position.  I  make  this  assertion, 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  done  this 
through  ignorance.  If,  as  was  suggested  by  one 
Alderman,  they  had  laid  it  upon  the  table,  they 
might  have  kept  it  there  six  mouths  without  be- 
ing open  to  the  charge  of  discourtesy  to  this 
branch.  But  when  tney  reject  it,  and  if  the  well- 
laid  schemes  which  are  talked  of  are  carried  out 
next  Monday,  it  may  be  necessary  for  them  to 
take  some  action  on  this  matter  very  soon,  it 
seems  to  me  we   ought    to  staud  in  this'  position  , 
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ana  send  back  this  notification,  stating  that  we 
think  we  are  right,  and  they  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  reconsider  their  action.  I  think  many 
consider  that  the  action  of  the  Board  the  other 
evening  was  an  unintentional  mistake,  which  has 
put  them  and  us  in  an  uncomfortable  position. 
The  passage  of  this  preamble  and  order  will  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  reconsider,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  passed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10 — I  am  certainly  op- 
posed to  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  I  have 
not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  arguing  the  question, 
except  to  restate  my  position  of  one  week  ago, 
believing  that,  as  a  matter  of  law  and  as  a  matter 
of  propriety,  we  have  nothing  to  do  at  least  with 
the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  court  house.  I  there- 
fore consider  the  passage  of  this  resolution  in- 
competent action  for  us  to  take.  I  disagree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 — although  he  has 
stated  what  everybody  knows — that  we  have  a 
voice  in  the  matter.  I  disagree,  also,  with  him 
in  regard  to  the  statement  as  to  the  position 
which  the  Board  of  Aldermen  take.  1  do  not 
think  they  have  put  themselves  or  us  in  a  false 
position.  1  desire  to  say,  as  a  lawyer,  that  as  the 
law  stands  i  do  not  consider  that  the  Common 
Council  have  anything  to  do  in  the  matter  of 
selecting  a  site,  and  it  is  quite  a  question  if  they 
will  practically  have  anything  to  do  in  the  matter 
at  all,  inasmuch  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  are 
bound,  as  County  Commissioners,  to  provide 
county  buildings  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  hope  this  order  will  not 
pass.  It  seems  unnecessary  to  take  any  further 
action  about  it.  I  have  felt  that  this  Council  was 
very  fortunate  in  being  free  from  the  responsibil- 
ity in  this  matter  of  deciding  upon  the  new  Court 
House.  It  is  a  very  difficult  question  to  decide, 
and  I  have  been  congratulating  myself  that  this 
body  have  not  got  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
deciding  it,  when,  after  hearing  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  I  was  satisfied  that 
we  aid  have  some  duty  to  perform;  that,  under 
the  statute  which  was  passed  by  the  Legislature, 
it  seems  to  me  we  must  take  some  part  in  the 
erection  of  the  building  after  a  site  is  chosen; 
and  so  I  voted  for  his  order  the  other  night.  But 
it  really  seems  to  me  that  we  have  discharged  our 
duty  in  the  matter.  We  have  passed  an  order  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee,  and  the  Alder- 
men have  rejected  it;  and  I  think  we  can  safely 
say  we  are  discharged  from  any  further  responsi- 
bility in  the  matter.  I  think  we  ought  to  be  glad 
of  it.  It  is  a  very  difficult  question  to  decide 
where  the  Court  House  shall  be  put  All  a  com- 
mittee could  say  would  be,  what  kind  of  a  build- 
ing should  be  constructed,  and  all  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  claimed  was,  that  the  com- 
mittee could  influence  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in 
regard  to  the  amount  of  land  to  be  taken.  His 
argument,  as  I  understand  it,  was  that  the  Com- 
mon Council,  having  a  voice  in  the  building  of  a 
Court  House,  would  of  course  have  a  voice  as  to 
the  size  of  the  building,  and  how  large  the  Court 
House  should  be.  And  in  that  way  it  would  be 
proper  and  competent  for  us  to  advise  the 
Aldermen  what  amount  of  land  they  should 
take.  But  we  could  not  control  their 
action;  for  after  giving  what  advice  we  chose, 
they  would  still  have  absolute  power  to  take  what 
land  they  chose,  whatever  we  might  say  to  the 
contrary.  The  committee  would  be  powerless  to 
prevent  the  taking  of  land.  Since  the  Aldermen 
have  taken  this  responsibility  upon  themselves, 
they  ought  to  have  it.  1  am  inclined  to  think  this 
sort  of  a  question  can  be  better  decided  by  a 
small  body  than  a  large  one.  I  think  we  have  a 
good  excuse  for  not  doing  anything  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  therefore  I  shall  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  very  thankful  for  one 
thing,  and  that  is,  on  so  hot  an  evening  we  are 
not  likely  to  be  led  into  any  lengthy  discussions. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  only  repeated  what 
he  said  the  other  evening,  and  I  believe  he  was 
the  only  member  who  voted  against  the  order  the 
other  evening;  otherwise  than  that,  it  was  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Council.  But  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  stated  the  law  to  be  so  and 
so;  but  he  has  n't  stated  a  single  chapter.  Al- 
though my  own  opinion  of  the  law  is  good  for 
nothing.  He  was  challenged  to  give  the  chapter 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  and  he  has  not 
done  so.  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
he  keeps  bringing  up  the  question  of  a  site,  which 
is  not  intended  to  be  done  by  the  Council.  All 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  said  would 


lead  one  into  that  error.  It  is  perfectly  well  un- 
derstood that  the  Common  Council  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  Court 
House.  It  was  said  over  and  over  again  in  the  de- 
bate at  the  last  meeting,  that  the  Council  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  selection  of  a  site,  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  rises  to  bring  up 
that  old  question  over  and  over  again. 
The  question  is  in  such  a  position  that 
we  ought  not  to  abandon  any  duty  we 
have  to  do.  The  gentleman  will  remember  that 
the  order  passed  the  other  night  was  a  substitute 
for  the  one  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
23.  His  aim  was  a  direct  censure  upon  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  after  their  ap- 
parently reckless  course  in  taking  so  costly  a  site 
at  the  present  time.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
was  willing  to  withdraw  it,  because,  however  just 
the  rebuke  might  be,  he  thought  it  ought  not  to 
come  from  one  branch  to  the  other.  I  believe  the 
matter  stands  today  with  the  public  as  it  did  then 
— that  the  public  are  looking  to  the  Common 
Council  to  take  some  action  in  regard  to  this  im- 
mense expenditure  with  which  we  are  threat- 
ened. I  think  we  are  pursuing  not  only  a  legal 
course,  but,  as  I  have  already  stated,  in  one  of 
the  whereases  of  the  preamble,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Common  Council  to  take  every  possible  meas; 
ure  which  will  bring  the  Board  of  Aldermen  into 
a  position  where  they  can  comply  with  the  law. 
I  wish  the  Council  to  remember  two  facts  which 
have  not  appeared  here  yet.  When  the  gentleman 
is  so  strenuous  to  talk  about  tbe  exact  legality  of 
the  measure,  I  wish  the  Council  to  remember  that 
this  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which 
are  acting  upon  the  site,  is  much  more  liable  to 
the  imputation  of  being  an  improperly  appointed 
committee  than  would  be  the  committee  we  are 
trying  to  appoint.  I  have  looked  at  the  12th  day 
of  February,  and  find  that  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  subject  of  taking  land 
and  obtaining  a  site;  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
had  no  power  at  that  time  to  take  land,  and 
that  it  was  not  until  forty  days  after  that  that 
they  had  that  power.  If  technicalities  are  to  be 
observed,  it  seems  to  me  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
should  be  observed.  In  the  second  place,  I  wish 
the  Council  to  remember  that  the  main  argument 
presented  by  that  committee  has  been  the  series 
of  plans  prepared  by  the  City  Architect.  If  we 
descend  to  technicalities,  I  should  like  to  know 
by  what  right  the  City  Architect,  or  by 
what  authority,  he  is  drawing  plans  for 
the  County  Commissioners  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  Suffolk  to  act  upon.  I  think  the 
question  of  technicalities  ought  to  be  left  out  of 
this  subject.  There  are  plenty  of  them  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  while  we  have 
none.  But  I  wish  the  Council  to  remember  that 
this  Is  a  matter  of  technical  parliamentary  law, 
and  it  is  offering  the  olive  branch  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen;  and  so  far  as  I  can  understand,  it  is 
the  only  possible  way  by  which  they  can  join  a 
committee  after  they  have  taken  the  land.  Of 
that  no  one  entertains  a  doubt  except  the  gentle- 
man from  Ware  10.  We  will  enable  them  to  take 
a  step  which  they  cannot  do  after  of  their  own 
motion.  If  we  do  not  give  them  this  chance  they 
have  blocked  themselves  up  forever  for  this  year. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  the  desire  of  either  the 
Council  or  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  hope  we 
shall  take  some  step  which  will  enable  them  to 
withdraw  from  the  very  uncomfortable  position 
in  which  they  have  placed  themselves. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  perfectly  correct  in  stating  that 
the  public  will  look  to  the  Common  Council  to 
prevent  the  Board  of  Aldermen  from  buying  a 
costly  site  for  a  Court  House.  I  think  it  is 
proper  for  us  to  do  what  we  can  to  stop  them.  I 
move  that  when  the  question  is  taken  on  this 
matter  the  vote  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17—1  hope  this  matter 
which  has  been  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  will  not  pass.  If  the  Council  had  any 
duty  to  perform  in  the  matter,  I  think  that  was 
done  last  Thursday  evening,  when  they  sent  the 
order  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  For  my  part,  I 
don't  believe  it  is  necessary  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter,  but  rather  let  it  remain  as  it  is.  I 
therefore  hope  the  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— You  will  recollect  that 
in  the  poem  entitled  "In  Memoriam,"  I  think  it 
is,  the  poet  speaks  of  himself  as  in  this  position: 

"An  infant  crying  in  the  night, 
An  infant  crying  for  the  light, 
And  with  no  language  but  a  cry." 
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I  think,  Mr.  President,  we  are  in  this  position  as 
members  of  this  Common  Council,  and  as  a  Com- 
mon Council  collectively.  While  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  been  presenting  this  matter  to 
the  Council,  that  feeling  has  been  coming  over 
me  like  a  cloud.  We  are  in  a  peculiar  position. 
We  cannot  vote  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
dollars  without  a  concurrent  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Coun- 
cil; but  by  an  ingenious  system  of  lobbying,  I 
suppose— for  I  can  account  for  it  in  no  other  way 
—and  by  a  peculiar  getting  at  the  sixes  and 
sevens  of  things  at  the  State  House  last  spring, 
it  has  been  put  in  the  power  of  six  men 
to  vote  the  city  into  a  debt  of  three  millions 
of  dollars,  and  the  Common  Council,  represent- 
ing the  people  of  Boston  by  districts  all  over  the 
city,  and  understood  to  be  the  popular  body  of 
the  City  Government,  and  representing  the  voice 
of  the  people  more  particularly  than  the  other 
branch,  is  found  not  to  have  a  word  to  say  in  the 
matter  Why,  sir,  the  Boston  Board  of  Trade  has 
a  hundred-fold  more  influence  in  the  matter  than 
we  have.  The  judges  in  one  of  the  courts  have  a 
hundred-fold  more  influence  in  this  matter  than 
we  have.  Almost  any  collection  of  three  or  up- 
wards of  men  in  this  city  have  more  influence 
than  the  Common  Council  have  in  this  matter, 
and  we  are  treated  to  the  doubt  whether  we  shall 
have  anything  to  say  about  the  building  when  the 
land  is  taken.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  and  others  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  that  we  have  discharged  our  duty,  that 
we  may  very  well  stop  here  and  go  no  further. 
But  I  cannot  help  using  the  language  of  a  cry, 
which  is  all  that  is  left,  and  make  in;  protest 
against  things  as  they  are.  I  cannot  help  looking 
at  any  proposition  which  leans  toward  taking  70,- 

000  feet  of  land  for  a  Court  House  for  the  city  of 
Boston  as  preposterous  and  extravagant,  one 
not  severely  enough  characterized  by  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
23.  I  undertake  to  say  there  is  not  two-thirds  the 
need  of  a  new  Court  House  today  that  there  was 
five  years  ago.  The  facts  obtained  from  the  clerks 
of  courts  in  regard  to  the  business  done  in  the 
Court  House  show  there  is  not  two-thirds  the 
need  of  a  new  building  that  there  was  five  years 
ago.  The  only  court  held  outside  of  the  present 
building  is  the  third  session  of  the  Superior  Court, 
which  occupies  a  room  and  sometimes  meets  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street.  There  is  no  more 
need  of  taking  the  Registry  of  Deeds  away  from 
the  building  they  now  occupy  than  there  is  for 
building  a  new  State  House,  and  there  is  no  sensi- 
ble reason  for  putting  it  in  the  same  building  with 
the  courts.  If  we  wanted  to  put  all  these  things 
in  the  same  building,  there  is  no  sense  in  taking  a 
lot  large  enough  to  house  the  courts  of  the  county 
of  Suffolk  in  three  times  the  amount  of  room 
they  occupy.  When  we  stand  in  the  face  of  so 
many  things  needing  large  outlays  of  money, 
in  the  face  of  what  we  have  already  incurred  in 
outlays  of  money,  in  the  face  of  what  we  have 
already  incurred  for  improvements,  and  In  the 
face  of  the  large  tax  levy  that  has  been  necessa- 
rily made  already,  it  is  n't  out  of  place  for  this 
branch  of  the  City  Government  to  say  that  and 
ask  for  its  courteous  consideration  by  the  other 
branch.  If  we  are  entitled  by  law  to  have  an  ad- 
visory voice  with  them,  if  we  are  often  treated  to 
the  courtesy  of  consultation  with  them  on  other 
matters  of  far  more  importance  than  this,  we  are 
entitled  to  the  courtesy  of  consultation  upon  this 
subject.  For  when  it  comes  to  the  question  of 
appropriating  the  money,  we  must  have  a  voice. 
But,  as  I  said  in  the  beginning,  we  have  no  lan- 
guage but  a  cry.  From  the  first  of  January  to 
this  time  we  have  been  learning  more  and  more 
of  how  little  importance  the  Common  Coun- 
cil is.  AVe  are  outwitted  here  and  at  the 
State  House.  We  have  no  voice  anywhere. 
If  I  am  here  next  year  I  shall  recommend  that 
instead  of  voting  an  appropriation  for  badges, 
we  buy  so  many  yards  of  sackcloth  and  sit  in 
them  all  the  year.  We  have  made  a  courteous, 
proper  and  appropriate  expression  of  the  opinion 
of  this  Council  upon  the  proposition  before  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  regard  to  taking  land  for  a 
Court  House,  such  as  we  nad  a  right  to  make,  and 
such  as  ought  to  be  considered  in  view  of  the 
things  that  are  coming  before  the  two  branches. 

1  shall  not  and  do  not  mean  to  oppose  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  but,  as  I  said,  simply  wish  to  express  my 
opinion  in  the  matter,  and  leave  it  to  the  Council 
to  vote  whether  or  not  we  shall  do  anything  in 
the      matter.       I      have     serious      doubts     as 


to  the  practical  wisdom  ot  doing  it.  I 
do  not  know  whether  we  want  to  coax 
the  Aldermen  into  appointing  a  joint  committee 
at  this  time.  I  do  not  know  that  we  are  particu- 
larly desirous  of  saving  them  from  a  box  on  the 
ears  by  and  by,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
anticipates  they  may  have.  I  do  not  suppose  any- 
thing will  be  done  about  building  a  Court  House 
this  year,  but  if  it  should  be  done  this  year,  I  think 
the  Aldermen  may  find  that  the  Council  will  not  be 
the  easiest  kind  of  a  body  to  agree  with  as  to  the 
details  of  the  building,  after  the  treatment  we 
have  received  in  the  matter  so  far.  Perhaps  that 
is  as  far  as  I  ought  to  go  in  speaking  of  it. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  this  resolve.  It  will  be  impossible  for 
me  to  characterize  the  proceedings  that  have 
thus  far  been  taken,  so  well  as  has  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21.  I  agree  with  every  word  he  has 
said  in  regard  to  this  matter.  For  myself  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  see  my  way  perfect- 
ly clear  to  vote  for  the  passage  of  this  resolve. 
It  seems  to  me  we  should  strain  a  point  to  assert 
our  rights  and  make  known  our  opinions  and  thus 
give  weight  to  our  opinions,  whatever  they  may 
be.  I  do  not  know  what  weight  this  resolve  will 
have  upon  the  other  branch;  but  we  are  called 
upon  to  do  our  dutj  here,  and  I  do  not  believe 
with  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  10  that  we  can 
shirk  our  responsibilities,  in  the  face  of  what  has 
already  been  expended  and  in  the  face  of 
an  additional  three  millions  for  a  new 
Court  House.  It  is  possible  we  may  be 
forced  into  this  expenditure  by  six  men.  "if  all 
we  hear  is  true,this  matter  is  to  be  forced  through 
next  Monday  by  the  votes  of  six  men,  in  a  Board 
which  is  not  full,  where  the  delay  of  a  week  will 
be  asked  for,  and  it  is  supposed  will  not  be  grant- 
ed.   I  shall  vote  for  the  resolve. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9 — I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying  I  disapprove  of  the  purpose  of 
the  resolve  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  "Ward 
12,  because  I  do  not  disapprove  of  it.  I  only  meant 
to  say  I  thought  it  would  be  unwise  for  us  to  pass 
it.  1  do  not  feel  like  urging  the  matter,  but  that 
is  the  way  in  which  I  look  at  it.  This  is  a  matter 
in  which  the  Aldermen  have  absolute  power.  The 
only  thing  we  can  do  is  to  offer  them  our  advice. 
We  did  offer  them  our  advice,  and  they  rejected 
it.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be  more  dignified  not 
to  offer  it  again. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9.  I  believe  this  matter  of 
a  Court  House  is  of  great  importance.  It  is  com- 
ing down  upon  us — I  mean  coming  up  upon  us. 
Whatever  has  been  done  at  the  State  House, 
whatever  ways  and  performances  have  been 
brought  about,  I  know  not;  but  if  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton builds  this  Court  House  it  must  pay  for  it, 
and  the  Common  Council  are  a  part  of  the  City 
Government.  Through  some  law  laid  down  here 
in  the  books,  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  acting  as 
County  Commissioners,  have  the  right  to  do  this 
and  that.  Now,  where  is  the  money  to  come 
from?  It  must  come  from  this  branch.  It  is  a 
duty  which  the  members  of  this  Common  Council 
owe  to  themselves  and  to  their  constituents  that 
they  should  not  sit  here  dumb  and  silent.  If 
there  is  any  discourtesy  about  it,  let  it  be  so.  I 
approve  every  word  in  those  resolves.  I  hope 
they  will  be  passed  unanimously  and  sent  up, 
believing  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  our- 
selves, to  the  dignity  of  this  branch,  and  to  our 
constituents.  I  do  not  believe  in  shirking  a  duty, 
and  I  thank  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  for 
bringing  it  up.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  have 
done  what  they  believed  to  be  their  duty.  Let  us 
act  boldly  and  defiantly  in  what  we  believe  to  be 
our  duty.  If  it  has  no" effect,  well  and  good.  If 
it  does  have  any  effect,  I  shall  be  thankful.  Mr. 
President,  I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  preamble  and  resolve  were  ordered  to  a 
second  reading,  read  a  second  time,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  on  their  passage. 

The  preamble  and  resolve  were  passed— yeas  45, 
uays  12: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthonv,  Barry,  Bigelow,  Blake- 
more,  Brimbecom,  Child,  Chr'istal,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
H.  Clapp,  Coe,  Cronin,  Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Donahoe,  Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisher, 
Folan,  Hancock,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Hosley,  Ken- 
dricken,  Kidney,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguiro,  Mc- 
Laughlin, McNamara,  Morrison,  Murphy,  Nason, 
O'Dowd,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  Rogers,  H.  N.  Sawyer, 
Sibley,  Tucker,  Viles,  Ward,  Welch,  Whitmore, 
Wyman— 45. 

Nays— Messrs.   Freeman,  Greenough,   Howard, 
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Parkman,  Perkins,  Pray,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Sr., 
Sweetser,  Swift,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams— 12. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Austin,  Bailey, 
Bowker,  Brown,  Devine,  J.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick, 
Hart,  Lane,  N.  Sawver,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Tay- 
lor—12. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping: 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

RESIGNATION  AND   APPOINTMENT. 

The  President  announced  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Austin  of  Ward  11  from  the  Committee  on 
City  Engineer's  Department.    Accepted. 

The  President  appointed  Mr.  Austin  of  Ward  11 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age.   Sent  up. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  Rose  Far- 
rell  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  caused  by  a 
defect  in  Sumner  street,  East  Boston,  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1880.  Referred  to  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

THE  DEATH  OF  JOSEPH  KENNEY. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  submitted  the  following: 
The  joint  special  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions  in  regard  to  the  death  of  Joseph 
Kenney,  with  instructions  to  fully  investigate  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  affair,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  have  complied  with  their 
instructions  and  pursued  the  investigation  of 
this  case  as  far  and,  they  believe,  as  fully  as 
possible.  A  visit  was  made  to  Deer  Island  by  your 
committee,  and  the  statements  of  the  officers 
having  any  knowledge  of  the  affair  were  heard. 
Every  effort  has  been  made  to  learn  the  wherea- 
bouts of  those  convicts  who  were  present  when 
the  event  happened,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
their  testimony,  but  these  men  having  served  out 
their  sentences  and  been  discharged,  the  search 
for  them  has  been  unsuccessful.  The  committee 
are  therefore  unable  to  furnish  any  additional 
facts  to  those  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Institutions. 

For  the  committee, 

J.  P.   J.  Ward. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

ASSESSMENTS   FOR  PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  accepting  chapter  187  of  the  acts 
of  1880,  having  considered  the  subject,  respectful- 
ly report  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

For  the  Committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
upon  giving  the  owler  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  that  the  matter  may  be 
explained  by  my  colleague  on  the  committee,  Mr. 
Fisher  of  Ward  24,  because  it  is  purely  technical, 
and  before  we  accept  a  law  of  the  General  Court 
some  explanation  should  always  be  made.  Mr. 
Fisher  is  fully  informed  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24— The  statute  to  which 
this  order  relates  was  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature,  and  is  to  this  effect: 

"Whenever  in  any  city  of  this  Commonwealth 
any  board  of  public  officers  having  authority  so 
to  do  shall  pass  any  order  to  lay  out,  alter,  widen, 
grade  or  discontinue  any  street,  to  establish, 
grade  and  construct  any  sidewalk,  or  complete 
any  partially  constructed  sidewalk  in  any  street, 
or  to  lay,  make  and  maintain  or  repair  any  main 
drain  or  common  sewer,  or  to  make  any  other 
public  improvement  for  a  portion  of  the  expense 
of  which  assessments  are  or  may  be  authorized 
to  be  made  upon  real  estate,  the  clerk  of  such 
board  shall  within  ten  days  thereafter  file  a 
declaration  thereof  in  the  registry  of  deeds  of  the 
county  or  district  wherein  such  city  is  situated." 

This  is  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  persons  who 
examine  titles  to  real  estate  to  find  in  a  form 
readily  accessible  a  description  or  minute  of  any 
real  estate  liable  to  be  assessed  for  betterments 
upon  those  improvements,  that  such  examiners 
may  not  be  obliged  to  run  to  thiee  or  four  offices 
in  City  Hall  to  ascertain  whether  any  such  assess- 
ments have  been  made.  As  it  stands  today,  peo- 
ple who  have  occasion  to  pass  upon  titles  find  it 
very  difficult  to  ascertain  whether  any  estate  is 
liable  to  be  assessed  for  taxes  in  the  way  of  bet- 
terments. The  acceptance  of  this  act  is  simply  to 
place  in  one  building,  where  they  may  be  easily 
obtained,  the  record  of  all  such  proceedings,  so 
that  it  may  be  ascertained  beyond  the  shadow  of 


a  doubt  whether  there  are  any  such  liens  upon  the 
property. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Swift  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Claims  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  of  J.  C.  Smith,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to 
estate  74-76  Westminster  street  by  surface  water. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

TAXES  ASSUMED. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That  in 
the  settlement  with  Robert  Taft  for  land  on 
Bailey  street,  Ward  24,  purchased  for  a  primary- 
schoolhouse  site,  the  taxes  assessed  in  1880  upon 
said  land  be  assumed  by  the  city,  and  that  it  be 
agreed  that  said  Taft  shall  not  be  subject  to  any 
liability  for  the  maintenance  of  a  division  fence 
or  wall  between  said  land  and  his  land  adjoining 
the  same. 

Mr.  Coe  explained  that  the  city  holds  a  bond  for 
the  property,  which  expires  on  June  1,  and  imme- 
diate action  is  necessary. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 
A  reconsideration  was  moved  by  Mr.  Coe,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

PROPOSED  TAX  UPON    STREET    RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Parks  be  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  defray- 
ing the  cost  of  establishing  public  parks  by  levy- 
ing a  tax  upon  the  street-railway  corporations 
which  would  |be  immediately  benefited  by  the 
establishment  of  such  parks.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Parks.    Sent  up. 

INSCRIPTIONS  ON  STATUES. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order — That 
the  Committee  on  the  Common,  etc.,  cause  the 
names  to  be  inscribed  on  the  several  statues  and 
monuments  in  the  public  grounds,  where  the  same 
are  not  now  suitably  designated;  the  expense 
therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidental  Expenses. 

Mr.  Christal — I  observe  that  the  statue  on  the 
Public  Garden  which  almost  everybody  sees, 
without  knowing  what  it  is,  has  no  inscription 
upon  it.  I  was  very  much  amused  last  Sunday  at 
a  conversation  which  took  place  there.  One  man 
asked,  "Who  is  that  man  on  the  horse?"  The  other 
replied,  "Why,  that  is  St.  Patrick."  "What  busi- 
ness has  he  there?"  said  the  first  man.  "So  that 
there  shall  be  no  snakes  in  Boston."  I  think  these 
statues  and  monuments  should  be  so  inscribed  that 
when  strangers  pass  by  they  may  know  who  is 
represented.  I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that 
the  order  may  be  passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10 — That  is  a  proper  mat- 
ter to  be  considered  by  a  committee,  and  I  move 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Christal— I  have  no  objection  to  its  going 
to  the  committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  DISABLED  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  by  ordinance, 
or  otherwise,  that  the  superintendents  of  the 
various  departments  employing  laborers  shall  be 
authorized  to  allow  such  laborers  to  receive  their 
usual  compensation  when  prevented  from  work- 
ing by  reason  of  injuries  received  in  the  employ 
of  the  city.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances.   Sent  up. 

SPECIAL  COUNSEL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested 
to  consider  and  report  whether  any  change  is  de- 
sirable in  the  method  of  employing  special  coun- 
sel to  attend  to  the  legal  business  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  state  to  the  Council 
that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  have  just  had 
occasion  to  settle  the  compensation  for  extra 
counsel  last  year.  It  is  believed,  as  I  understand 
the  view  of  a  majority  and  probably  the  entire 
membership  of  the  committee,  that  the  present 
system  of  employing  extra  counsel  is  extravagant, 
and  that  some  better  and  cheaper  plan  can  un- 
doubtedly be  arranged  during  the  season  by  the 
committee.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  order 
may  be  passed  for  the  committee  to  consider  the 
subject. 
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STONY     BKOOK      SEWER. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  moved  to  take  from 
the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  where- 
by was  passed  the  order  to  construct  a  covered 
channel  to  carry  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook 
through  the  Back  Bay  Park  to  Charles  River,  at  a 
cost  not  to  exceed  $110,000. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. We  all  know  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4,  who  was  most  strenuous  in  obtaining  the 
laying  of  the  matter  upon  the  table,  is  absent. 
It  is  a  very  hot  evening,  and  we  have  been  hoping 
to  get  home  early.  I  nope  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  will  not  press  the  matter  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4.  There  is  so  little  on  the 
docket  tliat  we  can  reach  it  at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — I  hope  this  motion 
will  prevail.  Since  the  last  meeting  I  have  looked 
into  the  subject  very  carefully,  having  seen  the 
Engineer  twice  and  been  twice  at  the  office  of 
the  Park  Commissioners.  This  seems  to  be  a 
measure  which  ought  to  be  put  through,  and  by 
delay  we  are  making  considerable  extra  expense 
to  the  city.  It  is  necessary  to  be  put  through  if 
the  plan  of  the  Back  Bay  improvement  is  to  be 
carried  out. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — If  it  is  in  order,  I  would 
like  to  have  the  gentleman  state  why  and  how  he 
arrives  at  those  conclusions. 

Mr.  Williams — Some  of  the  principal  reasons 
are  these:  In  the  first  place,  this  large  water 
basin  on  the  Back  Bay  Park  must  be  either  of 
fresh  or  salt  water.  You  cannot  have  a  mixture, 
on  account  of  its  making  a  nuisance.  The  amount 
of  fresh  water  that  will  come  down  through  Stony 
Brook  is  so  small  in  the  summer  time  that  it  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  supply  the  water  basin  for  the 
park.  Therefore  the  basin  will  be  filled  with  salt 
water  taken  from  the  river.  Now,  if  you  grant 
that  this  must  be  a  salt-water  basin,  this  conduit 
is  necessary  for  two  reasons  —  first,  to  carry 
oft  the  water  from  Stony  Brook;  second,  to 
bring  in  the  salt  water  from  Charles  River 
to  the  park.  The  plan  is  not  to  have  any 
of  the  salt  water  come  in  through  the  Beacon- 
street  entrance  under  the  Milldam,  because  it 
would  not  give  sufficient  circulation  of  water;  the 
upper  parts  of  the  pond  would  soon  become  stag- 
nant and  foul.  If  the  gentleman  refers  to  the 
plan  which  the  Park  Commissioners  have  pub- 
lished, he  will  find  tne  place  where  it  emt>ties 
into  the  river.  The  water  is  to  come  into  the  park 
from  the  conduit  at  every  high  tide,  and  when 
the  tide  runs  out  it  will  fall  about  a  foot,  running 
out  at  the  Beacon-street  entrance,  so  that  you 
will  have  a  constant  circulation  of  salt  water 
through  the  park  in  order  to  prevents  its  be- 
coming stagnant.  That  will  be  necessary  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  park.  The  same  circulation  must 
be  arranged  at  the  upper  end  of  the  park  through 
this  Muddy  Brook  sewer.    There  is  also  the  ob- 


jection to  using  the  water  of  Stony  Brook, 
because  it  is  not  only  insufficient  in  quan- 
tity, but  the  quality  is  poor;  every  storm 
of  rain  brings  down  a  large  quantity 
of  muddy  water  which  it  is  desirable 
not  to  flow  into  the  park.  If  there  is  any  other 
question  which  I  can  answer,  I  would  be  glad  to. 
It  is  a  complicated  problem.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
have  solved  it,  but  have  gone  so  far  as  to  satisfy 
myself  that  it  is  the  best  thing  to  do  and  the  only 
way  to  get  over  the  difficulty.  The  reason  why  it 
should  be  carried  through  now  is,  that  the  work 
on  some  of  the  sections  of  the  improved  sewerage 
is  about  coming  to  a  close.  It  is  desirable  to  put 
the  men  on  those  sections  at  work  on  this  con- 
duit, so  that  no  time  will  be  lost  by  discharging 
the  men  and  bringing  them  together  afterwards, 
and  also  because  none  of  the  work  on  the  Back 
Bay  improvement  can  go  on  until  this  water  from 
Stony  Brook  is  carried  off.  Another  reason  is, 
that  where  Boylston  and  the  other  streets  cross 
the  park,  the  filling  must  be  carried  from  one 
side  to  the  other,  entirely  closing  the  wa- 
ter way  for  the  water  to  flow  through, 
and  the  water  must  be  taken  out  through  the  con- 
duit. It  is  cheaper  to  put  in  the  filling  first, 
where  the  foundations  have  got  to  cross  the  sew- 
er, and  afterwards  dig  out  and  put  in  the  sewer, 
than  to  build  a  large  coffer-dam  and  build  the 
street  upon  it  afterwards. 

Mr.  Parkman— In  moving  that  this  matter  be 
taken  from  the  table,  I  had  no  desire  to  be  dis- 
courteous to  the  gentleman  from  Waid  4.  But  it 
is  a  very  important  subject  and  I  think  the  gentle- 
men understand  it.  I  suppose  they  have  looked 
into  it  and  ascertained  the  necessity  of  action  upon 
it  tonight. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  want  to  understand  every- 
thing that  has  been  said  on  this  thing  tonight 
and  desire  time  to  look  it  over.  I  move  the  Coun- 
cil now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Mr.  Coe  doubted  the  vote  and  on  his  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Blakemore,  Christal,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Denney,  Devine,  Devlin,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Donahoe,  Farweil,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan, 
Hancock,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Kidney,  Lauten,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Murphy,  Nason, 
Pratt,  Pray,  Sibley,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Viles, 
Ward,    Welch,  Whitmore, Wyman— 32. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom, 
Brown,  Child,  Coe,  Dudley,  Fisher,  Freeman, 
G-reenough,  Hollis,  Howard,  Kendricken,  Lovell, 
Morrison,  O'Dowd.  Parkman,  Perkins,  Plimpton, 
Rogers,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  Sweetser,  Swift,  Tucker, 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams — 27. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Austin,  Bailey, 
Bowker,  Cronin,  J.  Doherty,  Hart,  Lane,  N. 
Sawyer,  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Taylor— 10. 

The  motion  was  carried— yeas  32,  nays  27,  and 
the  Council  stood  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    31,    1880. 


Regular  meeting:  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
June  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Public  Weighers— Frank  W.  Dallenger,  Charles 
G.  Brett,  Joseph  Holly,  S.  P.  G-lover,  John  Fen- 
derson,  George  H.  Hills,  James  Carney,  Charles 
Dean,  J.  F.  Flynn.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  E.  H.  Williams  etal.,  trustees,  to  occupy 
a  wooden  stable  for  twenty  horses  on  unnamed 
court  off  Centre  street,  nearly  opposite  Seaverns 
avenue,  Jamaica  Plain;  William  Clafliu,  to  occu- 
py old  brick  stable  for  fourteen  horses,  at  58  West 
Cedar  street,  Ward  9. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  M.  Doherty  etal., 
that  North  street  be  paved,  from  Fleet  to  Clark 
street,  with  granite  blocks;  J.  H.  Kelly,  for  per- 
mission to  fun  hoisting  lines  over  Post  Office 
square,  whenever  the  necessity  therefor  requires, 
for  holding  off  stone  from  the  new  Post  Office 
Building;  N.  B.  Spooner,  tor  the  completion  of 
Michigan  avenue;  Knight  &  Mclntee,  for  brick 
sidewalk  at  corner  of  Columbia  and  New  Seaver 
s-treets;  Malachi  Kelly,  for  compensation  for 
grade  damages  to  his  estate  No.  20'  Ward  street, 
Ward  23. 

William  G.  Bell  &  Co.  etal.,  that  Clinton  street 
be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Telephone  Despatch  Company,  to  erect  poles 
on  Parker,  Centre,  Lamartine  and  Boylston  streets 
and  Boylston  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Charles  R. 
Smith,  to  run  a  passenger  wagon  from  the  corner 
of  Broadway  and  Dorchester  streets  to  Oakland 
Gardens  and  return. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  St. 
Elizabeth's  Hospital,  for  the  release  of  a  certain 
condition  on  the  estate  78  Waltham  street. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  David 
H.  Blaney  et  al.,  to  be  heard  on  proposed  laying 
out  of  the  approaches  to  East  Boston  ferries,  and 
remonstrating  against  the  proposed  laying  out. 

NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  the  following: 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston 
— The  undersigned  members  of  Ihe  Suffolk  Bar 
respectfully  represent  that  in  view  of  the  es- 
pecially convenient  location  of  the  present  Court 
House  "for  business,  they  would  prefer  the  present 
building,  enlarged  and  remodelled,  to  a  new  loca- 
tion either  in  Pemberton  square  or  on  the  reser- 
voir site,  and  they  respectfully  remonstrate 
against  said  locations  as  inconvenient  and  re- 
mote. 

Brooks,  Ball  &  Storey,  A.  A.  Ranney,  Brown  & 
Alger,  J.  H.  Bradley,  Richard  Olney,  Sohier  & 
"Welch,  John  C.  Dodge,  Benjamin  Dean,  Charles 
R.  Train,  Edward  A.  Kelly,  J.  M.  Pinkerton,  N. 
F.  Safford,  Thomas  F.  Nutter,  George  A.  Torrey, 
Andrew  Fiskr,  L.  S.  Dabney,  R.  H.  Dana,  Jr., 
Ellis  R.  Motte,  F.  Dabney,  W.  Minot,  W.  Minot, 
Jr.,  J.  S.  Holmes,  A.  P.  Browne,  John  J.  Clarke, 
George  Morrill,  George  H.  Poor,  Lemuel  Shaw, 
Grant  &  Peters,  W.  C.  Williamson,  C.  F.  Walcott, 

F.  J.  St;mson,  Charles  P.  Curtis,  P.  W.  Chandler, 
Codman  &  Johnson,  W.  S.  Hutchinson,  W.  H.  H. 
Tattle,  D.  E.  Ware,  Boardman  &  Blodgett,  J. 
Spaulding,  T.  H.  Talbot,  W.  G.  Chadbourne,  J.  H. 
Appleton,  W.  C.  Cogswell,  S.  M.  Fairfield,  D.  G. 
Haskins,    Jr.,   Turner    &    Scaife,    E.    T.    Luce, 

G.  E.     Smith,    J.    H.    Butler,    J.    F.    Farley, 

E.  A.  McLaughlin,  F.  I.  Amory,  C.  H.  Fiske,  G. 
D.  Soves,  Augustus  Andrews,  G.  H.  Woodman, 
C.  G.  Keys,  C.  T.  Lovering,  G.  A.  Sawyer,  H.  W. 
Putnam,  J.  R.  Bullavd,  Wadleigh  &  Fish,  A.  B. 
Ellis,  S.  D.  Charles,  A.  B.  Wentworth,  S.  W.Hath- 
eway,  J.  S.  Abbott,  Barton  &  McClellan,  P.  E. 
Tucker,  T.  L.  Wakefield,  G.  W.  Estabrook,  Fran- 
cis Dana,  J.  C.  Crowley,  C.  W.  Bartlett,  T.  F.  Cur- 
rier, E.  M.  Bigelow,  J.  Brown  Lord,  W.  W.  Do- 
herty, L.  W.  Howes,  J.  M.  Brown,  C.  Brigham,  D. 

F.  Crane,  H.  F.  Hopkin,  A.  H.  Skilton,  S.  W.  Mc- 
Daniell,  C.  W.  Clark,  Thomas  Dean,  John  A.  Lor- 


ing, 'J.  F.  Wakefield,  J.  B.  F.Thomas,  Godfrey 
Morse,  W.  H.  Orcutt,  O.  B.  Mowry,  Isaac  N. 
Lewis,  Isaac  C.  Wyroan,  Jonathan  Dorr,  P.  H. 
Cooney,  George  W.  Phillips,  William  Cummings, 
S.  K.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston— We  the  undersigned,  citizens  and 
taxpayers,  respectfully  represent  that  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  general  business  interests  of 
this  city,  and  especially  of  the  municipal  finances, 
do  not  justify  any  immediate  increase  of  the  city 
debt  for  the  purchase  of  Jand  for  a  new  court 
house,  and  hereby  ask  that  final  action  in  reoard 
to  Pemberton  square,  or  other  location,  may  be 
delayed  until  they  can  be  heard. 
William  Perkins.  G.  Higginson. 

C.  J.  Morrill.  John  Gardner. 

William  Gray,  by  W.  G.L.  Edward  Austin. 
Albert  Glover.  D.  R.  Whitney. 

James  Davis.  H.  C.  Brooks. 

Eben  Bacon.  Charles  Homer. 

T.  Quincy  Browne.  C.  O.  Whitmore. 

Abbott  Lawrence.  Osborn  Howes. 

Joseph  B.  Glover.  Henderson  Inches. 

Uriel  Crocker.  Robert  Codman. 

J.  P.  Bradlee.  George  C.  Richardson. 

James  S.  Amory.  Isaac  Sweetser. 

Charles  S.  Storrow.  George  W.  Wales. 

Isaac  Thacher.  J.  W.  Balch. 

Boston,  May  27,  1880. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  have  no  objection  to  re- 
ceiving those  petitions  and  having  them  referred 
to  the  proper  committee,  which  is  the  Special 
Committee  on  the  New  Court  House;  but  as  one 
member  of  that  committee,  I  shall  certainly  pro- 
test against  giving  any  more  hearings  to  certain 
parties  whose  names  are  appended  to  that  peti- 
tion, because  they  have  already  been  heard.  The 
committee  gave  Mr.  Gray  a  long  and  patient  hear- 
ing; also  Mr.  Codman,  and  others  I  might  name 
if  I  looked  over  the  paper.  As  one  member  of  the 
committee  I  shall  positively  object  to  giving  them 
another  hearing,  having  notified  them  for  two 
weeks  and  given  them  all  the  opportunity  to  be 
heard  they  ought  to  have. 

The  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  New  Court  House. 

Among  the  papers  received  from  the  other 
branch  was  a  preamble  and  resolve  insisting  up- 
on former  action  by  the  Common  Council  in  its 
previous  action  on  the  subject  of  a  new  Court 
House.  Laid  on  the  table  on  rnotiou  of  Alderman 
Caton. 

HEARINGS 

were  held  as  follows: 

On  petition  of  Hill  &  Wright,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  137  and  13!) 
Sumner  street,  East  Boston.  No  objections.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  petition  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  connect  their  track  on  Emer- 
son street  with  the  tracks  on  East  Broadway.  No 
objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

PAPERS    FROM   THE    COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Order  to  assume  tax  for  1880  on  estate  on  Bailey 
street,  bought  by  city  of  Boston  for  a  schoolhouse 
site.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  J.  C. 
Smith  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  estate  74  and  70 
Westminster  street,  caused  by  surface  water.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

lteport  that  no  further  facts  can  be  learned  re- 
specting tne  death  of  Joseph  Kenney  at  Deer  Isl- 
and.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Parks  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  od  taxing  street  railway 
companies,  running  cars  near  the  parks,  for  the 
support  thereof.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Parks  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  and  passage  of  order  to  ac- 
cept chapter  187  of  the  acts  of  1880,  relating  to 
special  assessments  on  real  estate  for  public  im- 
provements. 

Alderman  Breck  stated  that  he  had  been  re- 
quested by  several  heads  of  departments  to  have 
that  matter  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  as  they  wish  to  be  heard  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  on  his  motion  the  subject  was  rscoin- 
mitted  to  said  committee.    Sent  down. 

Request  ot  the  Boston  Water  Board  to  that 
effect — and  passage  of  an  order  to  authorize  the 
said  board  to  apply  the  unexpended  balance  of 
appropriation  for  a  "new  main"  towards  the  ex- 
pense of  laying  the  pipes  and  appurtenances  con- 
nected therewith.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  of  inquiry  whether  any  change  is    desira- 
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tile  in  the  method  of  employing  special  counsel 
lor  the  city.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Commissioners  on  Sinking  Funds  for 
1879-80.    Doc.  ]STo.  80.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  proposing  that  the  laborers  in  the  several 
departments  who  receive  injuries  while  in  the 
employ  of  the  city  shall  receive  pay  during  ill- 
ness. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  attach  names  to  such  monuments  and 
statues  in  this  city  as  are  not  now  designated. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  in 
concurrence. 

Order  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting 
and  publishing  the  proceedings  and  debates  of 
the  City  Council  for  one  year,  and  to  make  a  con- 
tract therefor,  at  not  exceeding  $6000.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

The  order  to  purchase  land  to  enlarge  Police 
Station  7,  in  East  Boston,  caraj  up  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  in  place  of  the 
reference  by  this  Board  to  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee.   The  Board  concurred. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — Five  newsboys. 
Accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  recommending  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage  of  petitions  of 
Edward  Mclntyre  to  be  paid  for  damages  by  the 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
Ward  24:  and  Edward  F.  Meaney  to  be  paid  for 
damages  to  his  estate  on  Wareham  and  Plimpton 
streets,  by  construction  of  the  improved  sewer- 
age. Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.  Sent 
down. 

BARREL  WAGONS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Commitlee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  re- 
quested to  report  an  ordinance  to  regulate  the 
size  of  vehicles  and  their  loads,  as  provided  in 
chapter  134,  acts  of  1880,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  ordinance: 

An  Ordinance 
To  regulate  the  width  of  vehicles  and  their  loads. 

Be  it  ordained: 

Section  1.  No  carriage,  wagon,  cart,  truck  or 
other  vehicle  the  width  of  which  or  of  its  load 
exceeds  eight  feet  and  nine  inches  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  pass  through  the  streets  or  public  ways 
of  the  city  of  Boston  without  first  obtaining  the 
written  permission  of  the  Inspector  of  Wagon 
Licenses. 

Sect.  2.  Any  person  violating  the  provisions 
of  this  ordinance  shall  be  liable  to  a  tine  of  not 
less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars  for 
each  offence. 

Sect.  3.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on  the 
thirtieth  day  after  its  approval  by  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  Caton — I  ask  to  have  that  laid  over 
for  one  week.  I  understand  this  will  affect  the 
interests  of  the  manufacturers  of  barrels  in  Cam- 
bridge, employing  hundreds  of  men,  who  will  lose 
employment.  I  would  like  to  look  into  the  ques- 
tion before  voting  upon  it. 

Alderman  Breck— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
ordinance  being  laid  over,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
cannot  see  what  use  it  will  be.  A  petition  came 
in  more  than  a  year  ago  to  have  something  done 
to  restrain  the  passage  of  these  large  barrel  wag- 
ons through  the  streets,  because  they  frightened 
the  horses  and  damaged  the  trees.  Nothing 
could  be  done  last  year,  according  to  the  views  ot' 
the  City  Solicitor,  who  state-1  that  we  had  no 
power.  We  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  power 
and  received  it,  and  since  then,  during  all  this 
year,  I  have  been  frequently  asked  when 
we  were  going  to  do  something  to  regulate 
the  size  of  these  wagons.  This  ordinance 
is  what  has  been  accomplished.  We  have  had  a 
number  of  b'earings,  and  one  public  one,  which 
was  advertised  for  a  week  in  all  the  evening 
papers.  All  persons  interested  were  requested 
to  be  present.  Quite  a  number  of  interested  par- 
ties came  to  favor  the  measure,  but  none  came 
to  oppose  it.  The  committee  believe  it  should  be 
done.    I  have  no  objection  to  its  lying  over. 

Alderman  Caton— Inasmuch  as  those  vehicles 
have  been  running  for  several  years,  it  will  not 
do  any  harm  to  let  it  lie  over  for  one  week.  It  is 
a  new  subject  to  me.  As  I  understand  it,  it  is 
against  the  interest  of  parties  who  employ  hun- 


dreds ot  men,  and  they  would  be  obliged  to  give 
up  business  if  the  ordinance  in  contemplation  is 
passed  as  reported,  reduciug  the  size  of  the  vehi- 
cles. Ot  course  it  will  be  a  great  loss,  and  throw 
many  men  out  of  employment.  I  presume  there 
should  be  some  regulation,  but  I  should  like  to 
have  it  go  over. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  seldom  object  to  having  a 
matter  laid  over  when  it  is  desired  to  obtain  in- 
formation. But  this  has  already  been  before  the 
Board  a  year.  Early  last  year  I  offered  an  order 
for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  regulate 
these  barrel  wagons.  They  reported  that  nothing 
could  be  done,  an  application  was  made  to  the 
Legislature,  and  we  got  this  act  through.  Mean- 
time, hundreds  oi  people — as  every  AldermaD 
who  drives  through  the  city  can  testify— have 
their  horses  frightened  on  account  of  the  size 
of  these  barrel  wagons.  Now,  in  regard 
to  the  turning  of  hundreds  of  peo- 
ple out  of  emuloyment,  I  understand  the 
manufacturer  of  "these  barrels  will  have  to  come 
to  South  Boston  and  make  them  there.  That  is 
just  what  we  want.  We  don't  want  to  legislate 
for  the  benefit  of  men  who  do  business  in  Cam- 
bridge and  pay  no  taxes  here.  If  we  can  get 
them  to  come  to  South  Boston,  it  is  just  what  we 
want.  1  think  some  action  should  be  taken  im- 
mediately. I  have  no  objection  to  laying  it  over, 
if  members  wish  to  obtain  information;  but  I 
shall  object  if  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  man  in  Cambridge  and  his  employes. 

Alderman  Caton— The  party  who  owns  the 
property,  and  is  most  affected,  resides  in  Boston. 
The  man  who  owns  the  team  resides  in  Cam- 
bridge. The  part>  who  does  the  manufacturing 
is  a  citizen  of  Boston,  I  understand. 

Alderman  Slade— While  I  am  not  going  to  ob- 
ject to  its  lying  over  for  a  week,  I  want  to  say 
just  this  word:  This  matter  has  been  before  the 
Board  a  year  or  more.  The  parties  who  own  and 
drive  these  large  wagons  knew  the  citizens  of 
Boston  were  dissatisfied  and  were  going  to  do 
something  to  put  a  stop  to  them.  The  idea  of 
putting  a  four-horse  load  upon  a  two-horse 
wagon  is  ridiculous.  I  have  n't  much  sympathy 
with  those  people,  because  while  they  knew  we 
intended  to  stop  it  if  we  could,  they  did  noth- 
ing. If  they  had  built  two  two-horse  wagons  and 
put  two  men  on  them,  I  should  n't  have  cared. 
But  they  have  done  nothing,  and  now  when  they 
are  brought  up  with  a  round  turn  they  want  to 
know  what  to  do.  I  have  had  some  difficulty  in 
driving  through  the  streets  myself,  and  sympa- 
thize with  those  who  complain. 

Aldern.au  Tucker — I  don't  think  this  matter  is 
fully  understood.  If  this  ordinance  passes,  it 
will  very  seriously  affect  the  sugar  interests  of 
South  Boston.  The  Standard  Sugar  Refinery  pay 
large  taxes  for  water  and  other  matters.  They 
receive  1500  barrels  a  day  from  Cambridge.  If  this 
ordinance  passes,  it  will  affect  them  §15  a  day. 
They  will  have  to  pay  $15  a  day  more  for  barrels, 
if  the  wagons  are  smaller  than  they  are  now.  The 
Continental  Sugar  Refinery  will  be  affected  to 
the  extent  of  about  $10  a  day,  and  some  of  the 
smaller  refineries  about  $5  a  day.  Here  is  at 
least  $30  a  day.  Captain  Thomas  feels  that 
this  ordinance  will  be  very  severe  upon  their 
institution.  The  maker  of  the  barrels  does  not 
contemplate  moving  his  manufactory  to  South 
Boston,  but  continuing  his  business  in  Cambridge, 
where  it  has  been  carried  on ;  and  there  is  no  pros- 
pect of  any  Cambridge  men  being  turned  out  of 
employment.  The  barrels  will  be  made  in  Cam- 
bridge, but  the  refineries  will  have  to  pay  a  larger 
price  for  them  than  now.  Mr.  Ames  informs  ine 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  assured  him  he 
should  be  heard,  but  the  order  of  notice  was  pub- 
lished during  his  absence  in  the  West,  and  he 
knew  nothing  about  the  hearing  until  he  returned. 

Alderman  Breck— Although  Sir.  Ames  was  ab- 
sent, his  attorney,  Mr.  Bancroft,  was  here.  I  sup- 
pose he  would  have  seen  the  notice  if  he  had 
looked  at  the  papers,  and  could  have  been  pres- 
ent. Perhaps  the  notice  was  overlooked.  Still, 
he  was  in  the  city  to  repiesent  Mr.  Ames. 

Alderman  Tucker— That  might  have  been,  but 
Mr.  Ames  had  no  notice  of  the  hearing.  If  he 
had  received  the  notice  he  would  have  been 
represented  by  counsel.  Another  thing:  he  said 
he  had  proposed  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  put  ou  any  man  they  saw  fit. 
to  go  with  one  of  his  teams,  and  he 
would  pay  the  expense;  and  if  any  accident  oc- 
curred he  would  have  his  wagon  taken  off.  He 
said  there  never  had  been  an  accident,  to  his 
knowledge.     In    the   interest  of   the    Standard. 
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Continental,  Bay  State  and  other  large  sugar 
refineries,  I  ask  that  if  the  committee  can,  with- 
out any  inconvenience,  let  the  matter  lie  over 
another  week,  and  give  Captain  Thomas  an  op- 
portunity to  talk  with  thein,  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  have  them  do  so. 

Alderman  Breck — I  have  no  objection  to  this 
matter  being  laid  over  tor  another  week,  but  I 
think  we  can  have  no  more  information  that  will 
be  of  any  benefit  to  us  than  what  we  have  re- 
ceived. The  Alderman  says  it  will  make  a  differ- 
ence of  S15  a  day  on  1500  barrels.  According  to 
the  information  received  by  the  committee,  the 
extra  cost  by  reducing  the  size  of  the  wagon 
would  be  about  §3.75  a  day.  Mr.  Ames  came  to 
me  last  week  and  told  me  he  would  like  to  be 
heard,  that  Mr.  Bancroft  had  n't  received  any  no- 
tice. I  told  him  the  committee  would  meet  today. 
We  met  at  one  o'clock  today.  I  was  absent 
with  another  committee,  and  Alderman  Thorn- 
dike  presided.  Mr.  Ames  was  present  and  had 
an  opportunity  to  remonstrate  against  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  size  of  the  wagons.  The  committee 
have  been  at  work  a  long  time  getting  at  the 
proper  size  of  the  wagons.  They  find  the  same 
"bodies  can  be  used  on  the  same  axles,  but  the 
framework  must  be  built  up  in  a  different  way, 
and  by  using  two  horses  instead  of  one  I  don't 
think  it  will  cost  them  as  much  extra  as  they  say. 
They  admitted  before  the  committee  that  the 
most  it  will  cost  extra  is  forty  per  cent,  on  a  load, 
or  about  ¥3.75  a  day.  I  have  heard  nothing  from 
those  gentlemen  of  the  sugar  refineries  except 
from  Mr.  Ames  and  his  attorney. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  have  seen  Captain  Thomas 
within  the  last  two  hours.  He  informs  me  that 
the  price  of  barrels  is  made  every  month,  and  no- 
tice was  received  today  that  if  the  proposed  sys- 
tem of  transportation  goes  into  effect,  the  charge 
will  be  one  cent  additional  per  barrel. 

Alderman  Breck — That  is  owing  to  the  advance 
in  the  price  of  material,  and  not  because  of  the 
change  in  transportation. 

Alderman  Tucker — That  is  not  so. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  ask  Alderman  Tucker 
if  he  knows  the  number  of  barrels  those  large 
wagons  carry. 

Alderman  Tucker— Three  hundred. 

Alderman  Flynn — And  they  are  drawn  by  four 
horses  ? 

Alderman  Tucker— Yes  sir. 

Alderman  Flynn— Now  suppose  you  reduce  the 
number  to  150  per  load,  and  two  horses  draw  150, 
you  draw  the  same  number  of  barrels  with  the 
same  number  of  horses,  with  an  expense  of  one 
extra  man.  How  is  the  expense  going  to  be  in- 
creased above  the  cost  of  that  man  ? 

Alderman  Tucker— The  expense  is  just  the  dif- 
ference between  carrying  a  load  of  150  and  300.  I 
will  furnish  all  the  statistics  next  Monday. 

Alderman  FlyDn— When  these  people  say  no 
accident  has  occurred,  they  say  what  is  not  true, 
because  1  have  seen  accidents  occur  to  people 
going  through  Kneeland  street.  People  have  to 
wait  there  until  tbose  large  barrel  wagons  get 
through,  and  the  cars  are  delayed  day  after  day 
for  the  same  cause. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  statement  I  made  in 
regard  to  the  expense  was  just  as  it  was  stated  to 
me  by  Mr.  Ames.  So  far  as  the  cost  of  transpor- 
tation, I  will  furnish  those  figures  next  week. 

Alderman  Breck— The  committee  have  given 
this  matter  very  careful  consideration,  and  spent 
a  good  deal  of  time  upon  it.  They  have  been  very 
careful  in  what  they  have  done,  because  they 
don't  want  to  interfere  with  any  of  the 
interests  of  citizens  of  Boston  or  Cam- 
bridge, or  injure  any  manufacturing  enter- 
prises. But  the  number  of  petitioners  that 
came  before  us  rendered  it  necessary  to  do  some- 
thing. We  should  have  been  glad  to  let  it  remain 
as  it  was.  We  were  satisfied,  but  the  people  were 
not.  People  came  in  making  complaints  every 
year.  I  have  heard  many  people  asking  what  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  are  going  to  do  about  tbose 
barrel  wagons;  and  finally  we  have  drawn  up  as 
simple  an  ordinance  as  possible.  We  have  four 
lawyers  on  the  committee,  and  it  ought  to  be  well 
done. 

The  subject  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

EATON     SQUARE. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz.: 
Order  to  put  the  name  of  "Eaton  square"  to 
the  enclosure  bounded  by  Adams,  Bowdoin  and 
Church  streets  in  Dorchester— with  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Alderman  Flynn  to  call  said  en- 
closure "Church  square." 


The  question  was  upon  tne  amendment. 

Alderman  Breck — A  few  moments  ago  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  citizen  of  Dorchester  which 
I  will  read  if  you  will  permit  me: 

Boston,  May  29, 1880. 

Hon.  Charles  H.  B.  Breck :  Dear  Sir — I  see  that 
the  name  for  the  square  at  the  termini  of  Bow- 
doin, Bellevue,  Hancock  and  Church  streets,  Dor- 
chester, is  again  before  your  Board.  I  last  year 
advocated  before  the  Council  the  name  of  Eaton, 
I  now  think  it  wiser  not  to  take  that  name,  be- 
cause of  the  strong  objection  by  many  of  the  best 
citizens,  and  because  there  are  already  four 
streets,  courts,  places  in  as  many  different  wards, 
named  "Eaton."  The  name  "Church"  which  has 
been  proposed  is  now  used  in  no  less  than  nine 
different  situations  in  eight  wards  for  streets, 
avenues,  courts,  places,  which  to  my  mind  is  a 
conclusive  objection.  I  will  venture  to  suggest 
two  names  which  cannot  be  objected  to  on  these 
or  any  other  grounds,  either  of  which  would,  I 
think,  be  acceptable  to  all  the  citizens— Dauforth 
square  or  Thaxter  square,  in  memory  of  the  re- 
nowned Dorchester  minister,  Rev.  John  Dan- 
forth,  or  of  the  eminent  Dorchester  physician, 
Dr.  Robert  Thaxter.  Both  of  whom  were  held  by 
all  the  people  in  high  esteem  and  love  while  they 
lived  and  whose  memory  is  held  in  universal 
gratitude  and  respect.  Their  homes  and  their 
labors  were  near  this  spot.  The  name  of  "Thax- 
ter" is  not  now  in  the  street  directory  at  all.  The 
name  of  "Danforth"  is  used  only  for  one  small 
place  in  Roxbury.  Either  of  these  names  will  be 
appropriate.  Either  I  think  might  be  adopted 
without  opposition. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Martin  L.  Bradford. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  that  another 
word  need  be  said  about  this  Eaton  square.  1  have 
said  all  I  need  to  say,  and  about  all  I  intend  to 
say.  Alderman  Breck  Ins  read  a  letter.  I  don't 
know  whether  it  is  for  or  against  Eaton  square, 
as  1  could  not  hear  ail  of  it;  but  I  have  a  letter 
from  an  old  citizen  of  Dorchester,  and  I  will  read 
a  few  lines: 

"Mattapan,  May  29, 1880. 

My  Dear  Sir — After  hearing  many  misstate- 
ments in  the  committee  room  and  elsewhere  and 
knowing  that  similar  ones  have  been 
made  to  some  members  of  thd  Board  of 
Aldermen,  aod,  having  good  reason  to  be^ 
lieve,  to  members  of  the  Common  Council  also, 
statements  which  their  authors  never  would  have 
dared  to  have  made  in  a  town  meeting  before  an7 
nexation,  by  those  persons  who  have  recently 
been  so  busy  and  unscrupulous  in  their  attacks 
on  the  good  name  and  memory  of  the  late  Captain 
Eaton,  I  feel  that  1  should  do  a  great  wrong  to 
remain  silent.  For  those  citizens  who  did  not 
know  our  friend  personally  and  have  moved  in 
this  matter,  I  have  no  measure  of  censure;  they 
have  simply  been  imposed  upon  by  others  who  had 
better  have  been  in  better  business.  For  those  who 
have  been  the  deceivers  and  who  would,  if  they 
could  deceive  you, I  can  have  no  measure  of  respect. 
I  wish  they  could,  after  a  long  life  of  usefulness 
like  that  of  our  friend.carry  to  their  graves  as  good 
a  record  as  his.  I  knew  Captain  Eaton  from  my 
boyhood  till  the  time  of  his  death,  and  for  a  peri- 
od of  fifty  years  intimately.  Few,  if  any,  of  the 
citizens  of  old  Dorchester  were  more  respected 
than  he.  No  one  through  life  enjoyed  a  greater 
measure  of  general  confidence.  From  1829  to  1835 
inclusive— a  period  of  seven  years— he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Selectmen;  again,  from  1850  to 
1863  inclusive— a  period  of  eight  years— he  was  a 
member  of  the  Board.  More  than  this,  before 
and  after  and  during  these  terms  of  office,  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  no  important  committee  was  con- 
sidered complete  unless  he  was  a  member  of  it. 
In  1859  and  1801  he  was  a  representative  from  the 
town  in  the  Legislature.  To  all  these  positions 
of  trust  and  honor,  the  duties  of  which  he  faith- 
fully and  acceptably  discharged,  he  was  elected 
by  the  people,  his  own  party,  politically,  never 
being  strong  enough  numerically  to  elect  him." 

There  is  more  which  I  don't  care  to  read.  Dr. 
Benjamin  Cushing  said  I  might  use  his  name  if  I 
chose  to.  He  was  here  and  would  like  to  have 
seen  many  members  of  the  Board  who  are  not 
going  to  vote  for  Eaton  square.  He  understood 
the  great  objection  to  naming  it  Eaton  square 
was — as  has  been  expressed  here — on  account  of 
the  profanity  of  Captain  Eaton,  and  from  the 
fact  that  he  had  sold  liquor.  He  says 
that  after  the  place  was  given  up  as 
a  tavern  Captain  Eaton  kept  a  grocery  store 
for    some     years,    that     he     voluntarily     gave 
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up  the  sale  of  liquor  and  kept  the  place  without 
selling  it.  He  felt  that  the  name  of  Captain  Eaton 
had  been  disgraced  here  by  the  flippant  manner 
in  which  it  had  been  alluded  to.  As  he  expressed 
it,  no  more  honest  man  ever  lived  there,  and  it  will 
please  nine-tenths  of  the  men  in  Dorchester  if  we 
should  name  it  Eaton  square.  Dr.  dishing  is  a 
man  of  importance  in  that  neighborhood,  being 
one  of  the  most  prominent  doctors  in  that  vicin- 
ity. I  hope  we  shall  not  be  squeamish  about  this 
thing,  but  name  it  Eaton  square. 

Alderman  Tucker  called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  amendment  (Church  square)  was  rejected — 
yeas  2,  nays  7: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Flynn,  O'Brien— 2. 

Nays — Aldermen  Breek,  Caton,  Slade,  Thorn- 
dike,"  Tucker,  Viles,  Walbridge— 7. 

The  Board  concurred  with  the  Council  in  pass- 
ing the  order  to  name  it  Eaton  square. 

Alderman  Slaoe— I  don't  know  as  anybody 
would  want  to  reconsider  it,  but  it  has  been  be- 
fore us  two  or  three  years,  and  I  would  like  to  see 
it  settled.     I  move  a  reconsideration. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost. 

COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Tucker,  from  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts,  submitted  statements  of  clerk 
hire  in  the  courts  for  May  as  followB: 

Superior  Civil  Court,  .$233.32;  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  $200. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  laying  out  streets  as  follows :  Taun- 
ton Savings  Bank,  §11,400,  extension  of  Weston 
street,  from  Cabot  street  to  Warwick  street,  at 
Madison  square;  Michael  Mulchinock,  $2350,  ex- 
tension of  Essex  street  from  South  street  to  Fed- 
eral street.    Severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  assume  and  pay  the 
taxes  for  the  cunent  year  upon  the  land  taken 
from  the  estate  of  David  N.  Skillings  for  the  ex- 
tension of  Newbury  street,  from  Hereford  street 
to  West  Chester  park,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  March  1, 
1880;  in  which  the  City  Council  concurred  May  3, 
1880. 

Alderman  Flynn — A  word  of  explanation  in  re- 
gard to  that  order;  that  lar;d  was  taken  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  last  March,  and  not  acted 
upon  by  the  City  Council  until  May  3.  At  the 
time  the  land  was  taken .  Mr.  Skillings  gave  a  bond 
to  sell  it  to  the  city  for  $10,000,  provided  they 
took  it  by  the  1st  of  May.  It  was  not  taken  until 
May  3,  and  the  heirs  think  the  city  should  assume 
the  taxes  for  this  year,  which  cannot  be  done 
without  an  order  by  the  City  Council.  It  has 
been  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Streets  on 
the  part  of  this  Board,  but  not  by  the  joint  com- 
mittee. If  t  he  rate  is  $15  on  $1000,  the  amount 
will  be  only  $150. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  by  Mary  Landen,  Bailey 
street,  Ward  24;  Daniel  S.  Ford,  82  Northampton 
street,  Ward  18;  William  Fenno,  Bowdoin  street 
near  Union  avenue.    Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  hearing  on 
Thursday,  June  10,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency 
of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Centre  street,  Roxbury, 
between  Lamartine  street  and  Wise  place;  in  Ne- 
ponset  avenue,  between  Walnut  and  Taylor 
streets;  in  Parker  street,  Charlestown.  Orders 
passed. 

Orders  to  construct  sewers  in  Greenwich  place, 
Dorchester;  in  Lee  street,  West  Roxbury, between 
Childs  and  Keyes  streets.    Passed. 

PROBATION    CASES. 

Aldeiman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of  this 
Board  be  authorized,  with  full  powers,  to  receive 
and  investigate  all  applications  for  the  release, 
on  probation,  of  such  inmates  of  the  jail  or 
House  of  Correction  as  may  be  entitled  thereto 
under   chapter   129   of  the   acts   of  1880,  and   to 


recommend  to  this  Board  such  cases  as  in  their 
judgment  should  receive  favorable  consideration. 
Passed. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part 
of  this  Board: 

Report  that  having  investigated  the  case  of 
Mary  Gillespie,  a  prisoner  held  in  the  county  jail 
upon  sentence  of  the  Superior  Court,  passed  upon 
her  on  the  19th  day  of  March  last,  for  the  crime 
of  disturbing  the  peace,  respectfully  recommend 
that  said  Gillespie  be  released  on  probation,  un- 
der the  provisions  of  chapter  129  of  the  acts  of 
1880.    Accepted. 

Report  that  Matthew  Geary  be  released  on  pro- 
bation in  accordance  with  the  same  act.  Ac- 
cepted. 

IMPROVED    SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  be 
authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners,  to  remove  the  fire  reservoir 
at  the  corner  of  Ruggles  and  Cabot  streets,  and 
to  build  a  new  one  about  fifty-live  feet  westerly 
therefrom,  in  the  square  formed  by  the  junction 
of  Cabot,  Ruggles  and  Hampshire  streets;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Improved  Sewerage.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING   REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aldermen  Slade  submitted  the  following  iroin 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday, 
June21,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of  granting 
petitions  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
for  leave  to  lay  an  additional  track  in  Sumner 
street,  as  far  as  Maverick  square,  and  to  con- 
struct tracks  in  Stoughton  and  Pleasant  streets 
and  in  Savin  Hill  avenue.    Orders  parsed. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to  move  certain 
wooden  buildings  by  William  Cavanagh  and  John 
Soley.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  F.  A.  Keith,  193  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Julia 
M.  Winter,  Gardner  and  Linden  streets;  Franklin 
King  on  Ware  street.    Orders  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  of  J.  J.  Smith,  780  Dudley  street;  Will- 
iam Tyner,  838-848  East  Fifth  street;  Hewitt  & 
Webster,  and  A.  H.  Rhodes,  on  Rockland  street; 
RoDert  Bishop,  115  and  117  West  Sixth  street;  Sa- 
rah L.  Richardson,  administratrix,  489-493  Sara- 
toga street;  HonoraDevme,  corner  C  and  Seventh 
streets;  proprietors  of  India  wharf,  253-257  Atlan- 
tic avenue;  Silas  Potter,  27  and  29  Alaska  street; 
S.  H.  Whitwell,  Beacon  and  Hereford  streets;  Asa 
Wyman,  Columbia  and  New  Seaver  streets.  Or- 
ders passed. 

Order  for  edgestones,  and  paved  gutters  and 
sidewalks,  on  West  Sixth  street,  between  C  and  F 
streets;  on  Tudor  street,  between  C  and  D  streets, 
and  for  macadamized  roadway;  tor  edgestones, 
paved  gutters  and  sidewalks  and  macadamized 
roadway  on  Tudor  street,  between  E  and  F 
streets;  for  edgestones  and  paved  gutters  on  M 
street,  between  Seventh  and  Ninth  streets;  to  re- 
set edgestones  and  repave  gutters  and  sidewalks 
on  West  Fourth  street,  between  F  and  Dorchester 
streets,  estimated  cost  $2500;  for  edgestones, 
paved  gutters  and  macadamized  roadway  on 
King  street,  from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Adams 
street;  to  pave  and  macadamize  Adams  street 
from  Pierce  avenue  to  Minot  street  and  set  edge- 
stones and  pave  the  gutters;  for  edgestones  and 
paved  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Eighth  street,  be- 
tweeen  K  and  M  streets;  for  edgestones,  paved 
gutters  and  sidewalks  and  macadamized  roadway 
on  First  street,  between  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad  and  E  street;  to  pave  and 
gravel  Ellery  street  from  Swett  street  to  Boston 
street,  estimated  cost  $3000;  for  edgestones, 
paved  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Warren  and  Washington  streets,  between 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Columbia  street;  to  remove 
the  cobble-stone  pavement  from  East  Fourth 
street,  between  Dorchester  street  and  the  easter- 
ly line  of  Atlantic  street,  and  to  pave  said  street 
with  small  granite  blocks,  estimated  cost  $2000; 
to  grade  and  gravel  First  and  Second  strf  ets,  be- 
tween P  and  Q  streets,  estimated  cost  $3000. 
Orders  severally  passed. 

Ordered— That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Globe  Nail  Company  to  lay  a  gas  pipe  under  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  their  premises  on  Howard 
street,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  satis- 
factory to  the  City  Solicitor  saving  harmless  said 
city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs 
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or  expenses  for  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of,  th  elaying  down  or  maintaining  of 
said  pipe  under  said  street;  also  upon  condition 
that  said  company  shall  agree  to  remove  said  pipe 
when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  he  granted  to  the 
Telephone  Despatch  Company  to  erect  poles  in 
the  Charlestown  District,  as"  follows,  viz. :  One 
pole  on  Charles  River  avenue,  near  Water  street; 
four  poles  on  Water  street;  one  pole  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Water  and  Foss  streets,  and  one  pole  on 
Foss  street;  said  poles  to  be  placed  in  the  posi- 
tions designated  by  red  circles  on  a  plan  drawn 
by  Charles  B,  Hunt,  dated  May  7,  1880,  and  depos- 
ited in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  the 
said  Telephone  Despatch  Company  shall  first  give 
to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  saving  harm- 
less said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  dam- 
ages, costs  or  expenses  tor  or  on  account  of,  or  in 
any  way  growing  out  of,  the  erecting  or  maintain- 
ing of  said  poles  on  said  streets.  Also  upon  con- 
dition that  said  poles  shall  be  painted  white,  and 
kept  well  painted  and  in  good  condition  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
and  that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles 
not  less  than  twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground. 
Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  al- 
low the  Fire  Department  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
top  cross-bar  and  upper  portion  of  each  pole  for 
the  purpose  of  placing  wires  thereon.  Also  upon 
condition  that  said  company  shall  agree  not  to 
remove  the  poles  located  by  this  order  without 
permission  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall 
agree  to  remove  said  poles  when  so  directed  by 
said  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Telephone  Despatch  Com- 
pany be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  remove  the  poles  located  by  this  Board 
April  12,  1880,  upon  Charles  River  avenue,  be- 
tween Water  street  and  City  square,  and  on  Chel- 
sea street,  between  City  square  and  Foss  street. 

Passed. 


ARTILLERY    ELECTION. 

Alderman  Flyun  offered  an  order — That  the 
City  Hall  and  the  several  departments  be  closed 
at  twelve  o'clock  on  Monday,  June  7,  it  being  the 
anniversary  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artil- 
lery.   Passed.    Sent  down. 

PAY  OF  TEAMSTERS. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order — That  the  pay 
of  double  teams  in  the  city  employ  be  increased 
to  five  dollars  per  day,  to  enable  the  owners  to 
pay  their  teamsters  the  same  as  is  paid  to  labor- 
ers in  city  work. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving,  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Breck. 

PENSIONING  DISABLED  FIREMEN. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  annual  report  of 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  as  relates  to 
pensioning  disabled  firemen  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department. 
Sent  down. 

THE  SPECIAL  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  that  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  examine  the  ballots  cast  at 
the  special  election  next  Saturday.  Cariied,  and 
Aldermen  Viles,  Slade  and  Flynn  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  rebuilding  a  portion  of 
Chelsea  Bridge,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
§65,000,  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropria- 
tion for  the  purpose.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

THE    BORRILL    CLAIM. 

Alderman  Breck  gave  notice  that  at  the  next 
meeting  he  should  call  up  the  order  in  relation  to 
the  Burrill  claim,  and  requested  members  to  be 
prepared  to  act  upon  it. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  and 
by  vote  previously  passed,  stood  adjourned  till 
Thursday,  June  10  at  4  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    3,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  P.  M. 
Called  to  order  by  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward 
2,  the  senior  member,  Hie  President  being  absent. 
The  hist  business  was  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent pro  tem.      Messrs.  Fitzpatrick  of   Ward    8, 
Kendrieken    of  Ward   20    and  Fisher  of  Ward  24 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 44 

Necessary  for  a  choice oi> 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 26 

JohnP.  J.  Ward 9 

James  Christal ■* 

Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Sr 5 

Malcolm  S.  Greenough 1 

William  H.  Whltmore 1 

Mr.  Bailey  was  declared  elected.  He  took  the 
chair,  and  tendered  his  sincere  thanks  for  the 
kindness  shown  in  selecting  him  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  Council. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Recommitment  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances of  the  report  and  order  to  accept  chapter 
187,  acts  of  1880.    Concurred. 

Reports  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Im- 
proved Sewerage  of  the  petition  of  Edward  F. 
Meaney,  and  of  the  petition  of  Edward  McEntyre, 
severally,  to  be  paid  for  damages  on  account  of 
the  construct'on  of  sewers.    Concurred. 

Order  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners as  relates  to  pensioning  disabled  fire- 
men.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  assume  the  taxes  for  the  current  year 
on  the  land  taken  from  D.  N".  Skillings  for  ex- 
tension of  Newbury  street.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  for  removal  of  fire  reservoir  at  corner  of 
Ruggles  and  Cabot  streets,  and  for  building  a 
new  one  in  square  bounded  by  Cabot,  Ruggles 
and  Hampshire  streets.  Passed  in  concurrence 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
AKthony  of  Ward  19. 

Order  to  contract  for  rebuilding  a  portion  of 
Chelsea  Bridge  at  not  exceeding  §05,000.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  close  the  City  Hall  and  the  several  de- 
partments at  twelve  o'clock  noon,  Monday,  June 
7,  Artillery  Election  Day.  Passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  removal  of  fences  from  certain 
squares  where  the  city  is  not  otherwise  bound  by 
agreements.    Passed  in  concurrence. 
Stony  Brook  Sewer. 

Under  the  head  of  unfinished  business  the  Chair 
took  up  the  motion  pending  at  the  adjournment 
of  the  last  meeting,  viz. :  To  take  from  the  table 
the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  was 
passed  the  order  to  construct  a  covered  channel 
to  carry  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook  through  the 
waters  of  Back  Bay  park  to  Charles  River,  at  a 
cost  not  to  exceed  $110,000. 

The  motion  was  taken  from  the  table  and  the 
question  came  upon  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  do  not  intend  to  dis- 
cuss this  matter  tonight.  I  merely  rise  to  say  I 
still  adhere  to  the  position  I  maintained  on  two 
previous  evenings,  that  it  is  an  order  which 
ought  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  for  a  report, 
which  has  not  been  done.  If  the  reconsideration 
prevails  I  shall  move  to  refer  to  some  committee. 
I  shall  vote  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  rise  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Council  to  the  peculiarly  awkward 
position  in  which  the  presiding  officer  is  placed. 
We  understand  it  is  improper  for  him  to  leave 
the  chair  to  debate  a  question.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing I  called  attention  to  the  absence  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4,  he  being  the  gentleman  whom 
we  expected  to  give  us  reasons  for  reconsidera- 
tion. As  he  is  not  on  the  floor  this  evening,  we 
should  not  proceed  to  act  until  another  meeting, 
and  1  move  a  special  assignment  to  8.30  P.M.  at 
the  next  meeting,  in  hopes   that   the   gentleman 


from  Ward  4  will  be  in  his   seat   to   discuss  the 
question. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— It  is  with  great  def- 
erence to  the  presiding  officer,  and  also  to  the 
gentleman  who  is  reading  the  newspaper,  that  I 
am  called  upon  to  approve  this  motion.  I  had 
not  the  pleasure  of  being  uresent,  but  understand 
the  position  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
was  merely  one  of  general  principle,  that  it  should 
go  to  a  committee,  and  he  did  not  express  him- 
self as  opposed  to  the  order.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Parks  wished  to  have 
it  go  to  that  committee  in  order  that  it 
might  be  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  the 
supervision  of  the  chairman  before  being 
acted  upon  by  the  Council.  I  have  taken  pains 
to  inform  myself  upon  this  matter.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  speak  at  length,  but  to  say  a  few  words 
which  I  think  ought  to  bring  this  matter  to  a 
focus  tonight.  It  has  been  reported  upon  by  sev- 
eral committees,  and  to  say  they  did  not  under- 
stand it  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  referred 
back  to  one  of  those  committees,  which  has 
already  reported  upon  it.  If  any  committee 
mullea  over  it  for  a  month,  they  would  have 
no  opinion  calculated  to  give  more  infor- 
mation to  the  Council.  It  was  very  care- 
fully considered  by  the  former  City  Engineer,  Mr. 
Davis,  and  by  the  present  City  Engineer,  Mr. 
Wightman.  They  pronounced  it  one  of  the  most 
difficult  subjects  which  had  come  under  their 
consideration  in  connection  with  the  Back  Bay 
improvements,  and  they  state  it  must  be  done  in 
that  way.  I  venture  to  say,  with  great  deference 
to  the  Committee  on  Parks,  no  committee  would 
gain  any  information  which  would  add  an  opinion 
worth  three  cents  to  the  opinions  of  the  engineers 
employed  by  the  city.  You  must  take  the  City  En- 
gineer's word  for  what  it  is  worth.  If  he  says 
it  must  be  done  so,  and  you  don't  think  so,  you 
had  better  put  him  out  and  put  in  one  in  whom 
you  have  confidence.  The  city  is  actually  suffer- 
ing on  account  of  delay  in  this  matter.  Nothing 
can  be  done  on  the  Back  Bay  until  this  is  attend- 
ed to.  The  Board  of  Health  wont  let  the  Park 
Commissioners  dig  out  a  foot  of  earth  until  this 
channel  is  provided  for.  It  is  the  keystone  upon 
which  the  whole  arch  of  the  Back  Bay  improve- 
ment rests.  There  is  no  use  in  sending  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Parks  to  mull  over.  I  hope  the  re- 
consideration will  be  refused. 

Mr  Pratt — I  could  very  cheerfully  throw  down 
my  newspaper  to  enjoy  the  well-phrased  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  who  always  speaks 
interestingly,  whether  he  does  convincingly  or 
not.  I  see  he  has  jumped  to  the  same  conclusions 
that  several  other  members  on  this  floor  have. 
He  leaps  to  the  conclusion  that  four  committees 
have  reported  on  this  matter,  and  if  I  challenge 
him  to  point  to  a  single  report  I  think  he  will 
give  way. 

Mr.  Greenough — Did  the  gentleman  say  I  stated 
that  four  committees  had  reported  upon  this 
matter  ? 

Mr.  Pratt— I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
so. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  did  not  understand  myself  to 
say  so.  I  stated  that  the  Committee  on  Parks 
had  reported  upon  it. 

Mr.  Pratt — Will  the  gentleman  point  me  to  the 
report  ? 

Mr.  Greenough — I  can  refer  him  to  my  colleague 
from  Ward  9,  his  colleague  on  the  Committee  on 
Parks. 

Mr.  Pratt — All  of  which  shows  that  the  gentle- 
man's brilliancy  of  intellect  sometimes  runs  away 
with  his  accuracy  of  fact.  The  fact  is,  the  Coun- 
cil has  no  report  upon  this  matter,  as  I  have  said 
repeatedly,  and  continue  to  say.  Tne  Committee 
on  Parks  has  not  had  it  referred  to  them  particu- 
larly by  the  City  Council.  I  moved  its  reference 
to  that  committee,  because  all  the  other  com- 
mittees had  shouldered  it  off  on  to  them,  and  it 
seemed  necessary  for  some  committee  to  report 
upon  it.  I  wish  to  say,  without  any  particular 
facetiousness,  that  where  a  matter  comes 
up  calling  for  an  expenditure  of  §110,000 — 
enough  to  buy  the  City  Point  park,  and  do  a 
great  many  things  we  would  like  to  do— from 
which  we  could  save  enough  to  do  many  desirable 
things,  it  ought,  at  least,  to  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee and  we  have  their  report.  It  may  be  this 
cannot  bo  dene  in  any  other  way.  Perhaps  even 
a  Court  House  cannot  be  built  until  that  chan- 
nel is  provided  for.  lint  I  make  tins  observation 
in  passing,  that  there  has  been  time  enough  since 
this  Council  voted  not  to  refer  it,  for  the  com- 
mittee to  have  reported  upon  it,  and  the    or- 
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der  to  have  been  passed.  What  has  been 
meant  by  refusing  to  refer  it  I  do  not 
see.  The  reasons  given  for  taking  care  of  the 
waters  of  Stony  Brook  in  that  particular  way 
don't  hold  water;  perhaps  the  channel  will  if  it  is 
built.  The  grounds  on  which  the  channel  are 
asked  for  don't  hold  water,  and  l  should  likfe  to 
refer  it  to  the  committee.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
committee  would  avoid  mulling.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  seems  to  think  the  Park  Committee 
have  a  method  of  mulling  over  matters  referred 
to  them.  Now,  sir,  1  have  not  seen  any  reason  to 
charge  the  Committee  on  Water  with 
that.  I  don't  think  they  take  any  mull  in 
theirs.  I  should  be  happy  to  have  this  order  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Water.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  this  question  to- 
night. I  have  investigated  it  as  much  as  any 
gentleman,  probably,  who  has  spoken  upon  it; 
that  is,  as  much  as  I  could  by  making  inquiries 
and  thinking  the  matter  over.  I  am  not  at  all 
convinced  that  this  is  the  best  way  to  do  it  by  the 
reasons  advanced  by  a  gentleman  in  one  of  the 
departments  who  desires  to  have  it  done  at  once 
and  without  any  reference.  His  reasons  are  not 
consistent;  they  do  not  satisfy  me.  I  have  no 
doubt  a  committee  could  have  this  matter  ex- 
plained to  them.  Almost  any  committee  here  i  s 
composed  of  gentlemen  of  sufficient  intellect  to 
have  that  matter  explained  so  as  to  be  satisfied 
that  it  is  a  proper  method  of  procedure.  I  shall 
not  urge  the  reference  to  any  committee,  though 
if  I  could  have  an  opportunity  I  should  vote  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  hardly  want  to  take 
part  in  this  debate.  I  understand  the  position 
my  colleague  on  the  Committee  on  Parks  has 
taken.  This  matter  came  before  that  committee 
and  they  reported  upon  it  when  they  reported  in 
favor  of  putting  the  §110,000  in  the  annual  appro- 
priation bill.  They  considered  it  then.  I  cannot 
remember  whether  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
was  present,  but  I  perfectly  remember  we  had 
both  the  City  Engineers  present;  we  discussed  it 
by  comparing  the  two  schemes,  whether  the  con- 
duit should  he  of  brick  or  wood.  On  the  assur- 
ance of  the  City  Engineer  that  the  wood  conduit 
would  be  under  water  and  be  preserved,  and  as 
good  for  the  purpose  as  a  brick  conduit,  we  voted 
in  favor  of  §110,000  for  that  purpose,  it  being  much 
cheaper.  I  remember  the  discussion  very  well. 
AS  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Parks 
I  voted  to  put  that  amount  into  the  annual 
appropriation  bill,  and  I  should  not  have 
done  so  unless  I  thought  it  was  proper 
to  do  so.  There  was  considerable  discussion 
about  the  matter.  It  was  first  considered  by  the 
Committee  on  Streets  and  then  referred  to  us. 
Few  matters  before  the  City  Government  have 
had  so  much  consideration  as  this.  My  colleague 
on  the  committee  has  suggested  no  other  scheme. 
Not  understanding  engineering  matters,  and 
learning  from  the  City  Engineer  that  this  is  the 
proper  way  to  do  it,  that  it  is  essentially  a  part  of 
the  Back  Bay  improvement,  in  the  carrying  out 
of  which  we  are  spending  a  great  deal  of  money, 
and  upon  the  completion  of  which  we  are  assess- 
ing betterments,  I  voted  in  favor  of  it.  I  coniess 
that  if  the  matter  was  referred  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks,  not  being  an  engineer  and  not 
understanding  such  matters,  I  should  feel  obliged 
to  accept  the  words  of  the  official  who  has  that 
duty  in  charge.  I  hope  the  reconsideration  will 
be  refused. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  will  not  detain  the 
Council  but  a  moment.  I  do  not  wish  to  have 
my  eloquence  complimented  at  the  expense  of  ac- 
curacy, and  should  like  to  refer  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  to  page  61  of  document  No.  34,  in 
which  the  following  clause  can  be  found: 

"March  1,  1880. 

"Alfred  T.Turner,  Esq.;  Dear  Sir — At  a  meeting 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  held  this  day, 
it  was 

"Voted,  To  request  a  special  appropriation  of 
§110,000,  for  the  purpose  of   building  a  covered 
channel    to    carry    the  waters   of   Stony  Brook, 
through  the  Back  Bay  Park,  to  Charles  River. 
"Respectfully  yours, 

"Chas.  H.  B.  Bbeck,  Chairman." 

If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  was  not  there  I 
do  not  think  he  should  expect  the  Council  to  give 
him  a  chance  to  look  the  matter  over. 

Mr.  Pratt — The  gentleman  from  Ward  21  was 
there,  and  still  holds  to  his  opinion  that  no  report 
of  any  committee  is  or  has  been  before  this  Coun- 
cil upon  this  matter.  The  matter  came  before  the 
Committee  on  Parks  just  before  suggestions  from 


the  various  committees  were  to  be  sent  in  to  the 
Auditor  for  making  up  the  annual  estimate.  It 
was  considered  some  fifteen  minutes  or  so.  Some 
questions  were  asked  as  to  whether  a  plank  con- 
duit would  endure  well  and  be  as  good  as  brick 
for  practical  purposes,  and  that  was  about  the 
only  point  discussed.  I  raised  another  question, 
to  be  sure,  which  was  rather  smiled  down,  and  it 
was  said  it  would  be  time  enough  to  discuss 
that  when  the  subject  came  to  be  considered 
upon  its  merits.  We  passed  it  along  to  the 
Auditor  because  it  would  have  to  be  done  during 
the  year,  just  as  we  do  many  other  things;  just 
as  we  did  the  250th  anniversary,  when  we  said  it 
would  be  well  to  have  some  money  in  our  pockets 
for  that  purpose,  and  we  would  consider  the  mat- 
ter on  its  merits  afterwards.  This  matter  has  not 
been  reported  upon  to  either  branch  of  the  City 
Government  by  any  committee. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Waf  d  9— As  the  gentleman  has  said, 
this  matter  may  never  have  been  technically  re- 
ported upon,  though  I  should  have  supposed  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Parks 
was  a  report;  but  whether  it  has  been  reported 
upon  or  not,  it  has  been  fully  considered.  I  am 
certainly  opposed  to  putting  any  important  meas- 
ure through  this  body  with  undue  haste.  We  ought 
always  to  afford  the  fullest  opportunity  for  oppo- 
sition and  consideration  to  every  important  matter 
that  involves  the  expenditure  of  the  city's  money. 
But  since  I  have  been  in  the  City  Government 
very  few  matters  have  had  so  full  an  opportunity 
to  be  considered  as  has  been  the  case  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  First  of  all  it  was  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  Sewers.  I  do  not  know  what 
was  done  in  that  committee.  It  was  then  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  where  I  know 
it  was  fully  explained.  The  City  Engineer,  Mr. 
Davis,  and  the  Park  Commissioners  explained  the 
plan  very  fully,  so  that  the  committee  understood 
and  approved  it.  But  they  did  not  consider  it 
the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  request 
an  appropriation,  they  believing  the  Committee 
on  Parks  ought  to  do  so.  They  therefore  referred 
the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Parks,  by  whom 
it  was  considered  at  a  meeting  at  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  21  was  present  and  at  which 
he  stated  he  raised  certain  objections,  and 
asked  certain  questions,  which  were  answered 
by  the  City  Engineer  or  by  the  Park 
Commissioners.  On  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Parks  it  was  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates,  who  did  not 
take  it  on  trust,  but  called  the  City  Engineer  be- 
fore them  to  explain  the  matter.  He  again  went 
through  the  explanation,  and  they  were  satisfied 
it  ought  to  be  done,  and  recommended  it  to  the 
City  Council.  The  appropriation  was  made.  Then 
theorder  came  before  us  here.  It  has  been  post- 
poned two  or  three  times  for  several  weeks,  and 
I  think  every  member  of  this  Council  has  had  the 
fullest  opportunity  to  investigate  the  facts  in  re- 
gard to  that  conduit  as  much  as  he  wished,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  has  told  us  he 
has  done  so.  He  has  not  only  had  time  to  inves- 
tigate it,  but  also  to  explain  to  us  very  fully  on 
several  occasions  his  views  on  the  subject.  If  the 
gentleman  believes  that  this  is  not  the  best  way 
to  dispose  of  the  water  from  Stony  Brook, 
if  he  thinks  the  plan  recommended  by  the 
City  Engineer  and  accepted  by  the  committees 
is  not  the  best,  it  is  perfectly  proper  and 
right  for  him  to  vote  against  it,  and  to  vote  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  this  measure  was 
adopted;  and  so  it  is  proper  for  any  other  gentle- 
man who  does  not  believe  the  plan  recommended 
by  the  Engineer  is  the  proper  one  to  vote  against 
it.  But  I  do  not  think  it  is  proper  or  right  or 
fair  for  anybody  to  vote  against  this  merely  on 
the  ground  that  it  has  not  been  considered  and 
referred  to  any  committee.  I  do  not  think  there 
has  been  any  measure  referred  to  so  many  com- 
mittees this  year,  and  I  doubt  if  any  measure  has 
been  so  fully  considered  and  explained. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  21,  as  I  understand,  wishes  to  give  the  im- 
pression that  this  matter  has  not  been  considered 
at  all— that  the  Committee  on  Parks  have  had 
no  chance  to  mull  over  it.  I  found  in  the 
offices  of  both  the  City  Engineer  and  the  Park 
Commissioners  a  map  of  this  proposed  Back  Bay 
improvement,  which  was  dated  in  1877,  three 
years  ago,  on  which  this  sewer  is  laid  down. 
From  that  time  until  now,  at  least,  the  Cify  Engi- 
neer has  had  the  matter  under  consideration,  as 
well  as  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  on  that  plan 
has  been  based  the  whole  of  this  Back  Bay  im- 
provement.   1  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 


JUNE 


1880 


321 


from  Ward  21  -whether  there  is  any  other  objec- 
tion besides  this  why  he  wishes  it  referred  to  the 
committee,  rather  than  following  out  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  City  Engineer— whether  there 
•was  any  other  objection  than  that. 

Mr.  Pratt— In  the  first  place  I  wanted  it  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  because  it  seemed  to  me 
that  was  the  general  course  of  doing  business 
here,  that  this  was  a  matter  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  take  the  usual  course  and  be  referred  to 
a  committee.  In  the  second  place  I 
thought  it  would  be  worth  while  for 
Them  to  consider  whether  the  objects  sought 
for  could  not  be  accomplished  with  a  less  ex- 
penditure of  money,  in  another  way,  and  I  sug- 
gested a  way  in  which  it  might  be  done  if  it 
should  be  found  practicable.  I  do  not  wish  to 
have  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parks.  I  do 
not  intend  now  to  insist  upon  having  it  referred 
to  a  committee.  I  have  merely  discharged  my 
duty  in  raising  those  points.  But,  Mr.  President, 
I  cannot  help  remarking  aloud,  what  I  have 
thought  for  a  good  while,  that  there  is  something 
certainly  very  peculiar  in  this  order.  There  is 
something  very  peculiar  at  the  bottom  of  it.  I 
should  like  to  know  why  the  whole  operations  of 
the  city  of  Boston  turn  on  having  the  fixing  of 
the  channel  ot  Stony  Brook  done  on  a  certain 
morning  of  a  certain  week.  Why  was  there  such 
precipitous  haste  that  it  cannot  be  referred  to  a 
committee  to  make  a  report?  Why  was  there 
such  precipitous  haste  that  it  had  to  be 
taken  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  when  they 
had  resolved  to  do  nothing  but  routine  busi- 
ness, because  one  of  their  comrades  had  fallen? 
Why  must  it  be  rushed  through  that  branch,  and 
why  should  one  gentleman  connected  with  one  of 
the'  departments  come  up  here  and  lobby  it 
through  without  the  reference?  I  should  like  to 
ask  some  other  questions  which  might  not  be 
courteous;  but  there  is  one  question  I  wish  to 
ask  which  there  can  be  no  objection  to.  The  gen- 
tleman who  preceded  me  stated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing as  one  of  the  reasons  for  this  covered  channel 
the  following: 

Another  reason  is,  that  where  Boylston  and 
the  other  streets  cross  the  park,  the  tilling  must 
be  carried  from  one  side  to  the  other,  entirely 
closing  the  waterway  for  the  water  to  flow 
through,  and  the  water  must  be  taken  out  through 
the  conduit.  It  is  cheaper  to  put  in  the  filling 
first,  where  the  foundations  have  got  to  cross  the 
sewer,  and  afterwards  dig  out  and  put  in  the 
sewer,  than  to  build  a  large  coffer  dam  and  build 
the  street  upon  it  afterwards. 

Perhaps  the  gentleman  himself  or  some  one  of 
the  Committee  on  Streets,  may  be  able  to  give  us 
a  little  more  light  on  that  point,  for  that  is  the 
-only  reason  which  has  been  urged  here  which  is 
not  faulty.  To  be  sure,  in  the  first  place  they  say 
this  is  the  only  way  to  take  care  of  the  waters  of 
Stony  Brook,  because  it  would  n't  do  to  have  salt 
and  fresh  water  mixed.  Well,  I  always  thought 
that  the  mouths  of  rivers  were  prettv  nleasant 
places,  and  there  has  never  been  any  objection 
raised  to  them.  When  I  come  to  look  at  the  mat- 
ter I  understand  the  arrangement  is  to  take 
about  one-third  of  the  water  of  StoDy  Brook  by 
this  channel  and  allow  two-thirds  of  it  to  go  into 
the  basin  and  mix  with  the  salt  water.  When  I 
asked  why  it  could  Dot  all  go  in,  they  said,  oh,  no, 
it  could  not  be  done.  Then  they  say  there  are 
some  other  reasons. 

The  time  for  debate  having  expired,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21-1  wish  to  express  my 
thanks  to  the  Council  for  extending  my  time.  I 
will  take  but  a  moment  or  two.  Another  reason 
urged  was,  they  wished  to  have  a  conduit  through 
this  channel  through  which  water  could  be  al- 
lowed to  flow  back  from  Charles  River  into  the 
park  basin,  so  that  they  neea  allow  no  water  to 
come  up  through  the  gateways  under  Beacon 
Street  and  get  back  that  way  into  the  park,  but  to 
allow  it  to  go  out  into  Charles  River  that  way. 
Then  of  course  1  am  curious  enough  to  know  how 
they  can  have  water  flowing  both  wajs  through 
the  same  channel.  Certainly  if  the  water  flows 
out  into  the  Charles  River  through  this  channel, 
it  being  a  7x4  feet  channel,  and  the  channels 
which  bring  the  water  to  it  being  two  and  nine 
feet  in  diameter,  how  is  there  going  to 
be  room  enough  for  the  water  to  pass  out 
into  Charles  River,  at  the  same  time  it  allows  wa- 
ter to  flow  into  the  basins  ?  However,  they  sav 
they  want  the  water  to  come  in  and  cleanse  the 
basins  and  go  out  another  way.  Then  I  say  you 
don't  bring  your  channel  far  enough  up.    If  you 


cleanse  the  basins  by  bringing  it  up  that  way,  I 
do  not  understand  why  you  cannot  cleanse 
them  by  stopping  nearer  down.  In  other 
words,  they  are  willing  to  close  half 
the  basin  and  don't  want  to  ckise 
the  other  half.  At  any  rate,  they  can  let  it  wait 
until  we  want  to  make  a  light  expenditure  for  the 
water  from  Muddy  Brook.  Then  I  say  if  we  can 
wait  for  the  upper  half  of  the  basin  to  be  cleansed, 
why  not  wait  a  little  while  longer  till  it  can  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee?  I  should  like  to  know  a  few 
things  which  some  gentlemen  down  stairs  and  up 
here  seem  to  know  about  the  filling,  and  why  it  is 
necessary  to  have  this  done  so  speedily  as  not 
to  allow  its  reference  to  a  committee. 
It  was  stated  for  another  reason  that 
the  wat3rs  of  Stony  Brook  are  impure  and  there- 
fore could  not  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  basin. 
Then  I  respectfully  say  in  answer  to  that,  that 
Stony  Brook  is  a  pure  country  stream  until  it  is 
spoiled  by  the  city  and  put  under  covered  chan- 
nels and  sewage  run  into  it.  The  Committee  on 
Improved  Sewerage  are  going  right  along  to  con- 
struct the  branches  of  the  sewer,  which  will  take 
away  all  the  sewage  flowing  into  the  brook  be- 
tween Ruggles  and  Elmwood  streets,  I  believe. 
During  this  summer  all  that  sewage  will  be  taken 
out.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  water  of 
Stony  Brook  is  a  rarity  for  pureness.  It  has  such 
purity  that  the  Boston  Belting  Company  claim 
enormous  damages  for  diverting  the  water,  and 
will  not  allow  the  city  to  bring  anything  into  it 
that  will  make  the  water  impure.  Now,  I 
say  that  when  an  order  comes  down  for 
a  covered  conduit  for  a  simple  coun- 
try stream  of  pure  water,  which  can 
just  as  well  flow  into  the  basins,  at  an  expense  of 
$25,000  to  $30,000,  as  a  part  of  it  can  be  carried 
out  to  sea  at  an  expense  of  $110,000,  and  the  rest 
of  it  thrown  into  the  basin.  At  any  rate,  I  claim 
there  is  sufficient  reason  for  having  an  intelligent 
committee  take  this  matter,  have  it  explained  to 
them,  and  they  consider  and  report  upon  it.  It 
does  not  seem  to  be  a  matter  so  far  removed  from 
the  ordinary  understandings  that  they  could  not 
make  a  report  to  this  Council  upon  it.  I  only  do 
this  because  it  has  been  the  pleasure  of  several 
gentlemen  to  refer  to  me  so  constantly  in  the 
course  of  this  debate.  I  took  the  stand  in  the 
first  place  because  it  was  technically  the  proper 
method,  as  I  thought,  of  doing  business  in  this 
Council.  In  the  second  place,  I  wished  to  see  if 
there  was  not  another  way  to  have  this  matter 
changed  at  a  less  expense.  Of  course  I  should  be 
wrong  if  I  wished  to  have  the  Council  consider 
my  private  notions  in  the  matter,were  it  not  urged 
from  the  fact  that  this  matter  has  not  been  con- 
sidered by  any  committee,  and  this  Council  have 
no  report  upon  it.  It  has  never  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Parks,  except  by  implication 
in  the  reference  of  the  report  to  the  Park  Com- 
missioners. It  was  referred  to  by  them  in  that 
report.  The  Committee  on  Sewers  undertook  to 
consider  it,  then  it  went  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  who  looked  into  it  and  came  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Park  Committee  and  got  them  to  take 
it  up.  It  caused  a  smile  whenever  the  matter 
was  mentioned  in  the  City  Hall.  It  came  into  the 
Committee  on  Parks  just" before  the  Auditor's  es- 
timates were  made  up.  They  did  not  consider  it 
in  any  way,  except  whether  it  should  be  by  a 
wood  or  bricic  sewer,  and  voted  to  pass  it  along, 
that  an  appropriation  might  be  included  for  it.  I 
think  very  strongly  there  is  something  pecu- 
liar about  this  order,  if  it  could  not 
have  been  submitted  to  a  committee.  I 
have  done  what  I  considered  right  and 
do  not  like  to  have  my  course  criticised  when  I 
simply  desired  to  have  this  matter  referred  to  a 
committee  in  the  ordinary  way  and  reported 
upon.  1  must  disclaim  any  aeslre  to  have  it  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Parks,  for  when  that 
reference  was  proposed  I  expressed  a  readiness 
to  have  it  referred  to  any  other  committee,  and 
should  be  very  glad  to  have  it  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Water  or  Sewers.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman will  not  provoke  me  to  making  any  more 
remarks  upon  this  question.  I  have  to  tha'nk  the 
Council  for  having  listened  to  me  so  many  times 
already. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11  -I  am  glad  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  has  seen  fit  to  ask  a  few  ques- 
tions, because  I  shall  bo  gratified  to  tell  him  what 
the  City  Engineer  and  the  Park  Commissioners 
have  said  to  me.  It  is  a  thing  which  they  have 
considered  for  three  years  or  more,  and  I  do  not 
think  any  committee  we  could  appoint  here  could 
give  it  more  careful  consideration  than  they  have 
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done  in  that  time.  In  the  first  place,  in  regard  to 
the  purity  of  Stony  Brook  water,  the  City  Engi- 
neer says  if  the  sewage  is  all  taken  out,  the  water 
in  times  of  heavy  rains  in  the  spring-,  coming 
clown  in  such  a  large  volume,  is  exceedingly  bad. 
The  brook  drains  many  streets  and  brings  down  a 
large  quantity  of  mud,  which  would  render  it  un- 
fit for  use  in  the  park.  That  is  one  of  the  objec- 
tions to  its  purity.  The  gentleman  does  not  under- 
stand how  it  is  intended  to  have  the  sewer  arranged 
so  as  to  carry  the  water  into  the  pond.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  have  any  of  this  Stony  Brook  carried 
into  the  park  except  at  times  of  large  rainfall  or 
freshets,  when  a  certain  amount  has  to  overflow. 
If  there  is  high  tide  and  a  freshet  in  the  river  at 
the  same  time  there  will  be  danger  of  bursting 
the  conduit  which  brings  the  Stony  Brook  water 
into  the  park.  It  is  arranged  that  a  portion  of 
this  water  can  overflow  on  an  area  of  marsh  on 
this  park  land.  This  is  arranged  to  be  done  only 
while  the  high  tide  lasts,  and  after  that  it  will 
flow  out.  There  will  be  gates  which  will  shut 
away  the  tide  at  a  certain  height  and  in  that  way 
prevent  the  water  from  coming  down.  Those 
gates  are  to  let  the  tide  water  flow  into  the  park 
and  in  that  way  place  it  up  about  a  foot  from 
what  it  was  at  low  tide.  There  is  to 
be  no  water  coming  into  the  park  from 
the  Beacon  -  street  entrance,  but  the  water 
will  be  carried  around  to  the  point  where  Muddy 
Brook  comes  into  it  now.  That  you  will  find  laid 
down  on  the  plans  made  in  1872  and  since  that 
time.  All  that  has  been  taken  into  consideration 
and  provided  for.  As  to  the  foundations  of  the 
bridges  I  think  my  remarks  were  a  little  obscure 
as  reported,  but  I  understand  the  facts  to  be 
these :  Boylston  street  is  to  be  continued  across 
this  park  Dy  a  bridge;  the  foundations  for  the 
bridge  mustbe  built  on  two  sides  where  the  abut- 
ments come  down.  It  has  been  found  it  will  be 
cheaper  to  dig  out  for  the  sewer  after  the  street 
is  built  than  to  build  a  coffer-dam  round  each  one 
of  those  places  where  the  foundations  are  to  be. 
If  the  filling  is  carried  out  straight  across,  and 
then  the  foundations  are  made,  alter  that  the  fill- 
ing in  the  span  of  the  bridge  can  be  dug  out 
again  or  water  allowed  to  pass  it  as  intended. 
That  is  simply  an  engineering  question,  which 
they  say  is  cheaper  than  it  will  be  to  erect 
a  bridge  in  any  other  way.  I  do  not  think 
there  was  any  special  desire  to  force  this 
thing  through.  The  gentleman  says  there  was 
haste  in  the  matter.  The  only  haste  was  the  sav- 
ing of  expense  to  the  city,  because,  the  other  sec- 
tions of  the  improved  sewerage  being  fin- 
ished, the  laborers  could  have  been  taken  from 
those  sections  and  placed  upon  this  work  at  a  less 
expense  than  they  could  be  dismissed  and  got  to- 
gether again,  as  will  be  the  case  now.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  this  was  simply  a  matter  of  routine, 
because  it  had  been  passed  in  the  committee,  had 
been  considered  with  the  other  estimates  fur- 
nished the  Auditor,  was  reported  to  the  Council 
and  was  passed  in  the  appropriation  bill.  Having 
been  so  thoroughly  considered  it  was  thought  to 
be  a  mere  matter  of  routine  to  bring  it  up  that 
way.  I  think  the  only  reason  for  haste  was  to 
save  expense  to  the  city.  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  have  explained  it  to  the  gentleman  satisfacto- 
rily, but  if  there  is  any  question  I  can  explain,  I 
should  be  glad  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — I  should  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  what  the  commissioners  propose 
to  do  with  the  mud  and  sewage  brought  down  by 
this  overflow — where  they  propose  to  put  it. 

Mr.  Williams— There  will  be  no  sewage.  By 
that  time  it  will  all  be  carried  out  through  the 
system  of  improved  sewerage.  The  only  part 
that  will  come  out  into  the  park  will  be  a  small 
amount  of  water,  which  will  come  out  at  the  time 
we  happen  to  have  a  freshet  and  high  tide  at  the 
same  time.  It  may  not  occur  once  in  five  years. 
This  matter  has  to  be  made  as  a  provision  against 
accident,  but  it  will  not  interfere  with  the  purity 
of  the  water. 

The  reconsideration  was  refused. 

PARK  COMMISSIONER. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
appointing  Charles  H.  Dalton  Park  Commission- 
er for  three  years  from  May  1,  1880. 

The  question  on  confirmation  was  taken  by  a 
yea  and  nay  ballot. 

Committee— Messrs.  Pray  of  Ward  5,  Greenough 
of  Ward  9,  and  Child  of  Ward  17. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 51 

Necessary  for  confirmation 26 

Yes 50 

Blank 1 


Mr.  Dalton's  nomination  was  confirmed.  Sent 
up. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21— Petition  of  Joseph 
Ham  et  al. ,  that  the  monument  at  Fort  Lot,  High- 
lands, be  enclosed  with  an  iron  fence  and  the  turf 
sodded.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common. 
Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  Michael 
Powell  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  his  horse  on  ac- 
count of  a  defective  cesspool  cover  in  Cambridge 
street,  at  the  corner  of  Joy  street.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Hollis  of  Ward  25— Petition  of  John  F. 
Moore  and  others,  that  the  land  on  Brighton 
avenue,  Malvern  and  Garden  streets  be  taken  as 
a  public  park  and  playground.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common.    Sent  up. 

PERMISSION  TO   USE  THE  COUNCIL  CHAMBER. 

Mr.  Kidney  of  Ward  16  presented  a  petition 
from  William  H.  Lincoln,  secretary  of  the  Indian 
Commission,  for  the  use  of  the  Common  Council 
chamber  for  a  public  meeting  in  aid  of  the  Hamp- 
ton Institution  for  the  Education  of  Indians. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  by  unanimous 
consent,  Mr.  Kidney  offered  an  Order— That  the 
City  Messenger  be  directed  to  cause  the  Common 
Council  chamber  and  the  ante-rooms  on  the  east- 
erly side  thereof  to  be  opened  on  the  afternoon 
of  Wednesday,  June  9,  between  the  hours  of  3 
and  6  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  public 
meeting  of  the  citizens  in  aid  of  the  Hampton 
(Va.)  Institution  for  the  Education  of  Indians. 

Mr.  Whitmore  hoped  the  Council  would  consid- 
er the  matter  carefully  before  passing  the  order, 
and  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  such  a  per- 
mit had  not  been  granted  since  1875,  when  the 
chamber  was  occupied  by  the  National  Typo- 
graphical Union.  The  hall  is  not  adapted  for 
public  meetings,  the  seats  are  limited,  and  halls 
can  be  had  cheap  in  the  city.  He  thought  the  use 
of  the  hall  would  be  taken  as  a  mark  of  public  fa- 
vor in  regard  to  the  measure.  He  knew  Mr.  Lin- 
coln and  those  associated  with  him  and  heard 
them  highly  spoken  of,  but  knew  nothing  of  the 
objects  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Kidney  said  he  was  requested  to  present 
the  petition  and  order.  The  meeting  is  to  be  of 
Boston  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  the  Mayor  is  to 
preside.  He  understood  the  institution  to  be  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  education,  which  all 
should  aid.  The  maeting  will  be  composed  of 
some  of  the  most  respectable  people  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Christal  moved  an  amendment  that  it  be 
referred  »o  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  so 
that  it  could  be  used  instead  of  the  Council 
chamber. 

Mr.  Kidney  opposed  the  amendment,  saying  the 
people  interested  in  this  work  gave  their  time 
and  labor  and  considerable  money.  He  did  not 
believe  in  putting  them  to  additional  expense. 

Mr.  Lovell  thought  the  objections  to  the  use  of 
the  hall  were  trivial.  He  knew  Mr.  Lincoln  very 
well.  The  hall  is  asked  for  by  citizens  of  Boston 
who  have  certain  rights  which  should  be  respect- 
ed by  their  representatives.  The  use  of  the  hall 
was  a  simple  courtesy  which  should  be  accorded 
for  so  praiseworthy  an  object. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  attention  to  the  proceed- 
ings in  1875,  when  it  was  urged  that  granting  the 
permission  then  would  be  a  precedent  for  the  fu- 
ture. If  this  permit  is  granted,  it  will  return  to 
plague  them  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  explained  the  object  of 
the  Hampton  Institution  to  be  the  education  of 
Indians  for  the  purpose  of  civilizing  the  tribes  of 
which  they  were  members.  The  measure  had 
been  attended  with  considerable  success  so  far. 
He  saw  no  pertinent  reason  against  granting  the 
privilege. 

Mr.  Coe  agreed  with  Mr.  Whitmore.  The  meet- 
ing was  not  for  city  purposes.  There  are  many 
objects  equally  worthy  for  which  the  use  of  the 
hail  might  be  granted. 

Mr.  Kidney  said  the  meeting  was  to  be  com- 
posed exclusively  of  citizens  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  it  would  be  as  unwise  to 
grant  such  a  petition  as  it  would  be  to  allow  the 
use  of  the  hall  for  a  candidate  for  Alderman  to 
hold  a  ratification  meeting.  ' 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2  understood  the 
meeting  was  to  be  held  in  the  Mayor's  office,  but 
it  was  too  small  for  forty  or  fifty  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, and  therefore  the  Council  chamber  was 
requested. 

Mr.  Christal  thought  the  object  a  good  one, 
and  might  not  object  if  he  knew  who  was  to  at- 


J  U  NE 


1880, 


323 


tend  the  meeting;  but  some  of  them  might  get 
excited  and  throw  the  ink  about  the  room.  He 
hoped  the  request  would  not  be  granted. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  hoped  the  request  would 
be  granted,  and  thought  those  who  would  partici- 
pate were  not  the  people  calculated  to  throw  ink 
around  and  destroy  the  furniture,  or  take  any- 
thing from  the  room. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  the 
main  question  was  ordered. 

The  order  was  declared  refused  a  second  read- 
ing. Mr.  Kidney  doubted  the  vote;  the  Council 
was  divided— 23  for,  26  against.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Kidney,  the  vote  was  verified  by  a  call  of  the 
roll,  and  the  order  was  refused  a  second  reading— 
22  for,  31  against: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J. 
Doherty,  Donahoe,  Dudley,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick, 
Folan,  Greenough,  Howard,  Kendricken.  Kidney, 
Lovell,  Maguire,  Murphy,  Xason,  Perkins,  Plimp- 
ton, Pratt,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Ward— 22. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Blakernore,  Bowker, 
Child,  Christal,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Coe,  Cro- 
nin,  Devine,  Farweil,  Freeman, Hart,  Hilton,  Hol- 
lis,  Hosley,  Lauten,  McLaughlin,  O'Dowd,  Park- 
man,  Pray,  Sibley,  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Svveetser,  Swift, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Wharton,  Whitmore,  Williams, 
Wyman— 31. 

Absent  or  not  votir.g— Messrs.  Austin,  Bigelow, 
Brimbecom,  Brown,  Denney,  Hancock,  Lane,  Mc- 
Namara,  Morrison,  Rogers,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  X. 
Sawyer,  Shepard,  Taylor,  Welch,  Wheeler— 16. 

SOUTH  END  BRANCH  OF  THE  PUBLIC   LIBKAKY. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Library,  to  whom 
were  recommitted  the  reports  upon  the  location 
of  the  South  End  Branch  Library,  with  instruc- 
tions to  give  a  public  hearing  on  the  question, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  complied  with 
their  instructions  and  given  two  hearings,  which 
were  well  attended,  and  which  the  committee 
believed  sufficed  for  a  full  expression  of  opin- 
ion unon  the  relative  merits  and  advan- 
tages of  the  two  sites  proposed  for  the 
library.  The  committee,  however,  after 
listening  to  the  evidence  presented  at  the  two 
hearings,  have  not  been  led  to  change  their  views 
upon  the  subject,  as  expressed  in  their  original 
report,  and  therefore  adhere  to  the  recommenda- 
tions therein  contained,  and  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order. 

For  the  majority,  Henry  F.  Coe. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Libra- 
ry be  authorized  to  purchase  the  estate  on  West 
Springfield  street  and  tit  the  same  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  South  End  branch  of  the 
Public  Library,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $18,- 
000,  and  that' the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  provide  the  means. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— Before  that  report  is  con- 
sidered I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the  state- 
ment in  it  in  regard  to  what  was  recommitted  to 
the  committee.  That  report  states  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  recommitted.  I  beg 
to  claim  that  the  subject  recommitted  was  the 
one  then  pending  before  the  Council,  it  being  the 
order  presented  in  the  minority  report.  A  ma- 
jority and  minority  report  were  first  presented  to 
the  Council.  A  motion  was  made  to  substitute 
the  minority  for  the  majority  report,  which  pre- 
vailed, and  the  order  contained  in  the  minority 
report  was  read  once.  Pending  its  passage  to  a 
second  reading,  the  matter  went  over  until  it  was 
recommitted.  The  motion  to  recommit  was 
made  while  the  minority  order  was  pending.  That 
being  the  fact,  and  the  committee  having  voted  to 
adhere  to  its  previous  action,  and  that  order  be- 
ing before  the  Council  at  the  time  of  recommit- 
tal, I  claim  the  subject  must  come  back  to  the 
Council  as  it  left  it,  and  I  ask  a  ruling  of  the 
Chair  as  to  what  is  now  the  proper  report  before 
the  Council. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  will  rule  that  the  matter 
immediately  before  the  Council  is  the  question 
whether  the  order  as  reported  by  the  committee 
shall  be  given  a  second  reading,  and  he  will  rule 
that  the  recommitment  of  the  matter  to  the  com- 
mittee destroys  in  effect  everything  done  before 
the  recommitment;  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee brings  the  subject  immediately  anew  be- 
fore the  Council,  the  same  as  if  no  action  had 
been  taken. 

Mr.  Child— If  it  is  in  order,  I  would  state  that 
the  matter  before  the  Council  was  a  bill,  and 
Cushing's  Manual  declares  that  if  a  bill  is  recom- 


mitted it  comes  back  in  the  same  condition  that 
it  left  the  body. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  has  considered  that  mat- 
ter, and  as  he  understands  the  section  referred 
to,  it  is  the  recommitment  of  a  bill  in  a  particu- 
lar stage.  A  bill  in  the  third  reading  cannot  be 
amended  in  that  manner.  In  this  case  there  was 
a  general  motion  to  recommit  the  whole  subject. 
This  does  not  come  under  that  section,  but  under 
the  rule  which  allows  a  bill  in  any  stage  to  be  re- 
committed. It  will  be  in  erder  for  the  gentleman 
to  move  any  substitute  which  he  may  offer. 

Mr.  Child  -The  ruling  being  such  as  you  have 
stated,  I  will  now  present  a  minority  report  and 
move  it  be  substituted  for  the  majority  report: 

Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned  submits  a  minority  report  on 
the  subject  of  the  South  End  Branch  Library,  for 
the  reason  that  the  preponderance  of  the  evi- 
dence at  the  hearing's  given  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library  was  in  favor  of  the  West  Newton 
street  locality,  as  shown  by  the  large  attendance 
of  South  End  citizens  and  the  petitions  of  nearly 
nine  hundred  persons  residing  above  and  below 
the  proposed  new  location,  in  favor  of  retaining 
the  present  location  on  West  Newton  street. 
The  Mercantile  Library  Association  exhibits  a 
willingness  to  furnish  a  new  building  giving  near- 
ly three  times  as  much  floor  room  as  the  present 
quarters,  in  the  locality  demanded  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  those  for  whose  benefit  the  South  End 
Branch  Library  is  intended,  and  at  a  rental  to  be 
determined  in  an  equitable  manner.  The  under- 
signed therefore  adheres  to  his  recommendation 
of  the  passage  of  the  order  which  passed  its  first 
reading  in  the  Council  and  was  recommitted  to 
the  committee.  Dudley  R.  Child. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Li- 
brary be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  con- 
tract with  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  for 
a  lease  for  a  term  of  years  of  a  building  to  be 
erected  on  land  of  said  association  and  adapted 
to  the  uses  and  wants  of  the  South  End  branch  of 
the  Public  Library,  on  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  may  seem  proper  to  said  committee,  at  a  rental 
not  exceeding  §1500  per  annum. 

Mr.  Child— The  Council  seems  to  have  thinned 
out  considerably.  The  hour  has  reached  twenty- 
five  minutes  of  ten  and  there  is  considerable  busi- 
ness of  importance  to  come  before  the  Council 
this  evening.  I  know  this  subject  has  created  a 
great  deal  of  interest  among  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  they  all  want  to  vote  upon  it.  For 
those  reasons  I  move  it  be  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17— Before  that  vote  is 
taken  I  should  like  to  amend  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  17,  to  the  effect  that  the 
evidence  taken  at  the  hearing  shall  be  printed 
and  placed  before  the  Council  in  print,  that  they 
may  act  intelligently  upon  it. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail,  because  almost  every  gentleman 
of  this  Council  has  visited  the  locality  and  seen 
that  the  present  location  is  unfit,  and  we  will  only 
be  throwing  it  back  to  where  it  was  three  weeks 
ago. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— I  hope  the  motioD  will 
not  prevail.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  members 
are  outside  in  the  third  house.  It  is  a  cool  even- 
ing, and  we  will  be  able  to  debate  the  question. 

Mr.  Coe — I  feel  entirely  indifferent  as  to  whether 
this  matter  is  acted  upon  tonight  or  postponed  to 
the  next  meeting.  I  presume  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  17  has  a  good  many  strong  reasons  to  pre- 
sent why  his  report  should  be  adopted.  Probably 
there  will  be  some  reasons— whether  equally 
strong  or  not — urged  in  reply  to  him.  It  is  for 
the  Council  to  say  whether  they  want  to  hear 
those  reasons  tonight  and  pass  upon  them.  I  am 
entirely  indifferent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Fisher  stated  that  he  had  paired  with  Mr. 
Tucker,  who  would  have  voted  for  retaining  the 
present  site,  and  requested  to  be  excused,  which 
was  granted. 

Mr.  Child  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the 
previous  question  applied  to  the  motion  to  assign, 
which  the  President  ruled  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Coe  hoped  Mr.  Child  would  have  ample  time 
to  express  himself. 

Mr.  Pray  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

The  question  upon  substitution  was  taken,  and 
the  motion  was  lost— yeas  10,  nays  32: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dona- 
hoe, Farweil,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Freeman,  Han- 
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cock,  Hart,  Lovell,  Magnire,  Nason,  Perkins, 
Plimpton,  Pray,  Sibley,  Sweetser,  Wyixian — 19. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bigelow,  Blakeraore, 
Brimbecom,  Christal,  H.  Clapp,  Coe,  Cronin,  De- 
vme,  (J.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Green- 
ough,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Howard,  Kendricken,  Kid- 
ney, Lauten,  McLaughlin,  Murphy,  O'Dowd, 
Parkman,  Pratt,  Rogers,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Swift, 
"Viles,  Ward,  Wharton,  Whitinore,  Williams— 32. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Austin,  Bowker, 
Brintnall,  Brown,  Denney,  Devlin,  Fisher,  Hollis, 
I,ane,  McNamara,  Morrison,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  N. 
Sawyer,  Shepard,  Sweeney,  jr.,  Taylor,  Tucker, 
Welch,  Wheeler— 19. 

The  order  reported  by  the  majority  was  passed 
to  a  second  reading  and  went  over. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Hall  and  the  public  offices  be  closed  on 
Thursday,  June  17,1880,  the  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  that  all  employes  of 
the  city  whose  services  are  not  indipensable  be 
granted  a  holiday  on  that  day  without  loss  of  pay. 
Passed.  Mr.  Christal  moved  to  reconsider.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order- 
That,  when  this  Council  adjourns,  it  be  to  meet 
on  Wednesday,  June  16,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  to  amend  so  that  the 
Council  would  adjourn  to  meet  next  Thursday 
evening  as  usual  and  then  adjourn  to  the  follow- 
ing Wednesday  evening. 

The  amendment  was  lost.  The  order  was 
passed — 28  for,  17  against.  A  motion  to  reconsid- 
er by  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  was  lost. 

VAULT  FOR,  MASON-STREET  BUILDING. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee that  a  vault  be  provided  in  the  Mason-street 
building  for  the  preservation  of  documents,  rec- 
ords, etc.,  having  considered  the  subject,  would 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  construct  a  vault  in  the  Ma- 
son-street building  for  the  preservation  of  rec- 
ords, documents,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  School 
Boai'd,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  §500,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

SOUTH    BAY    NUISANCE. 

Mr.  Donahoe  of  Ward  15  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  cause  to  be 
abated  the  nuisance  at  present  existing  in  the 
South  Bay,  east  of  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Health.  Refer- 
red to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.    Sent  up. 

FOURTH   OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Blakemore  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order- 
That,  in  addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  appro- 
priated for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July, 
there  be  allowed  the  sum  of  $200  to  be  expended 
for  a  rowing  regatta  on  Jamaica  Pond;  said 
amount  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 

Mr.  Blakemore  explaiued  that  it  had  been  the 
custom  to  have  such  a  regatta  on  Jamaica  Pond 
for  several  years,  but  there  was  not  money 
enough  this  year.  It  afforded  amusement  to  a 
very  large  number  of  people  and  he  hoped  the  or- 
der would  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Blakemore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended. The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  moved  to  amend  by  add- 
ing— 

"Also  one  hundred  dollars  to  be  expended  for 
bicycle  races." 

Mr.  Pratt  said  the  race  last  year  was  an  inter- 
esting feature,  that  interest  in  bicycling  had  in- 
creased very  much,  that  Boston  was  the  centre  of 
more  clubs  than  any  other  city  in  the  country, 
that  the  manufacture  of  bicycles  was  controlled 
largely  by  Boston  men,  and  $300  was  not  a  large 
amount  to  offer  in  prizes  for  professional  riders 
who  wished  to  compete.  Two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five dollars  had  been  set  aside  by  the  commit- 
tee, of  which  §25  was  required  for  incidental  ex- 
penses. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  a  further  amendment  as 
follows: 


"Also  S75  to  be  expended  by  the  City  Messen- 
ger in  rebuilding  the  ice  stands  on  the  Common." 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  stands  had  been  in  use 
for  many  years  and  need  repairing.  Thev  were  a 
great  benefit  to  the  multitude  who  go  to  the  Com- 
mon to  be  refreshed  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 

The  amendments  of  Mr.  Pratt  and  Mr.  Whit- 
more were  adopted.  The  order  as  amended  was 
passed — yeas  39,  nays  2  : 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Barry,  Blakemore, 
Brimbecom,  Child,  Christal,  H.  Ciapp,  Coe, 
Cronin,  J.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Dudley,  Farwell, 
Folan,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Hancock,  Hart,  Hos- 
ley, Howard,  Kendricken,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  Nason,  Perkins,  Plimpton, 
Pratt,  Rogers,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweetser,  Swift, 
Viles,  Ward,  Wharton,  Whitmore,  Williams, 
Wymau—  39. 

Nays— Messrs.  H.  B.  Clapp,  Parkman— 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Austin,  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  Brown,  Denney,  Devine,  Devlin,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Kid- 
ney, Lane,  McNamara,  Morrison,  Murphy,0'Dowd, 
Pray,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  N.Sawyer,  Shepard,  Sibley, 
Sweeney,  Jr.,  Taylor,  Tucker,  Welch,  Wheeler 
—28. 

Subsequently  a  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr. 
Blakemore,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 
Sent  up. 

TIME  NOT  ALLOWED. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That  the 
employes  of  the  city  who  are  deprived  of  the  holi- 
day on  the  Seventeenth  of  June  on  account  of 
their  peculiar  duties,  be  allowed  the  same  amount 
of  time  some  time  during  the  year.  The  order  was 
refused  a  second  reading. 

DECORATION  DAY. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  address  of  Rev.  L.  P.  Townsend, 
delivered  at  the  memorial  services,  given  under 
the  auspices  of  Francis  Washburn  Post  92,  G.  A. 
R.,  in  the  Unitarian  church,  Brighton  District, 
on  Sunday  last,  contained  insulting  misrepresen- 
tations of  the  religion  of  many  of  the  members  of 
the  City  Government  present,  and  of  the  clergy- 
men of  said  leligion,  and 

Whereas,  The  City  Government  were  all  invited 
to  be  present,  and  no  distinction  as  to  religion  or 
party  made  in  the  communication,  therefore  in 
justice  to  those  members  who  were  misled  to  at- 
tend and  then  insulted,  and  that  such  may  not 
again  occur,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  tendering  to  the  City 
Government  an  invitation  to  be  present  at  any 
gathering  which  the  said  Rev.  L.  P.  Townsend  is 
to  address,  are  requested  to  state  that  fact  in 
their  communication,  so  that  said  members  may 
govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7— Some  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  may  not  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  at 
the  exercises  which  we  attended,  the  remarks  of 
Rev.  L.  P.  Townsend  were  very  insulting  to  many 
members  of  the  City  Government  there.  The 
Council  will  remember  they  received  invitations 
from  various  posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  to  be  present  at  their  memorial  services 
on  Decoration  Day,  among  which  was  one  from 
the  post  referred  to  to  attend  service  at  the 
Brighton  Unitarian  Church  on  Sunday  last  under 
the  auspices  of  that  post.  Some  of  the  members 
of  the  City  Government  were  present,  including 
the  Mayor.  With  the  exception  of  Mr.  Townsend's 
address,  the  exercises  were  very  good  indeed. 
Mr.  Townsend  stated  that  he  should  depart  from 
the  usual  custom  and  preach  a  sermon.  He  took 
his  text,  and  the  second  part  of  his  sermon  he 
devoted  to  what  he  stated  was  the  need  of  a 
sword  in  the  hands  of  a  good  soldier.  He  said  the 
republic  was  in  danger  from  three  causes. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  this  debate  is  in  order. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  will  state  his  rea- 
sons for  raising  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  don  t  know  what  the  gentleman 
is  driving  at. 

The  Chair — The  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  of- 
fered a  resolve  and  is  giving  his  reasons  for  its 
adoption. 

Mr.  Ward— He  stated  that  the  republic  was  in 
danger  from  three  causes;  first,  the  Jesuits  and 
Roman  Catholics;  second,  the  mob;  and  third, 
the  secessionists.  There  may  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  second  and  third  reason, 
but  under  the  first  head  of  his  sermon  he  deliv- 
ered the  most  bitter  tirade  I  ever  lis- 
tened to.  I  know  something  of  what  he 
spoke    that     day,    being     a     Roman     Catholic 
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and  an  attendant  at  a  church  where  the  congre- 
gation is  presided  over  by  the  Jesuit  father,  and 
I  know  his  statements  were  entirely  false.  The 
City  Government  were  invited  to  attend  that 
memorial  service,  and  the  gentleman  knew  the 
members  of  the  City  Government  were  present. 
He  attacked  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He 
attacked  the  Democratic  party  —  but  we  may 
perhaps  excuse  him  for  that,—  and  delivered 
the  most  insulting  address  I  ever  listened  to. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2—1  would  ask  if 
that  was  n't  a  kind  of  a  Grant  boom. 

Mr.  Ward— I  should  say  it  was  somewhat  of  a 
Grant  boom,  or  rather  a  third  term.  The  gentle- 
man must  have  known  that  some  members  cf  the 
City  Government  present  were  also  members  of 
the  Church  that  he  attacked.  What  we  ask  is,  is  it 
fair  that  when  the  City  Government  of  Boston  is 
invited  to  attend  memorial  services,  any  person 
should  attack  and  insult  them  ?  If  we  went  to 
listen  to  a  gentleman  deliver  a  political  speech, 
or  if  we  understood  he  was  to  attack  any  sect  or 
party,  we  should  govern  ourselves  accordingly. 
But  we  attended  a  memorial  service.  We  went 
there  to  honor  the  heroes  who  fought  for  the 
country,  and  in  our  capacities  as  members  of  the 
City  Government  we  were  obliged  to  listen  to 
what  we  consider  the  most  insulting  remarks  we 
ever  heard,  and  which  are  wholly  unjustifiable.  I 
offer  the  resolve  in  order  that  hereafter  if  Rev. 
L.  P.  Townsend  should  deliver  an  address  the 
members  of  the  City  Government  who  were  in- 
sulted at  that  time  will  know  they  aie  not  want- 
ed tnere.  In  justice  to  Post  92,  G.  A.  R.,  I  will  say 
that  members  have  told  me  they  were  not  respon- 
sible for  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  that  they 
did  not  know  his  sentiments,that  they  understood 
he  was  a  good  speaker  and  asked  him  to  be  pres- 
ent. I  hope  the  resolve  will  pass,  that  hereafter 
when  a  communication  is  presented,  and  this 
Rev.  Dr.  Townsend  is  to  deliver  the  address,  that 
fact  will  be  stated  in  the  communication,  so  that 
members  of  the  City  Government  may  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25—1  hardly  know  wheth- 
er to  vote  for  this  resolution  or  not.  It  was 
through  me  that  the  invitation  was  extended  to 
the  City  Government  to  be  present  at  the  memo- 
rial service  in  Brighton,  and  in  justice  to  Post  92 
I  would  say  that  the  committee  appointed  to  se- 
lect a  speaker  for  that  occasion  was  Mr.  Perkins, 
one  of  the  most  radical  Democrats  we  have  in  the 
post.  This  reverend  gentleman  being  a  friend  of 
his,  he  engaged  him.  His  reputation  as  a  speak- 
er was  known  to  several  of  the  post,  but  it  was 
not  known  what  his  remarks  would  be  in  any  way 
or  shape.  I  was  very  sorry  that  the  gentle- 
man should  have  taken  so  radical  a  subject, 
and  been  so  abusive,  as  the  gentleman  says, 
to  the  Catholics  who  were  present;  but  I 
don't  know  as  it  would  do  any  good  to  pass  these 
resolves.  It  seems  to  me  the  City  Government 
has  no  business  entering  into  these  religious  dis- 
cussions. If  I  had  been  there,  and  he  had  come 
down  on  the  Protestants,  I  would  have  sat  and 
taken  it  as  those  did  who  were  there,  and  swal- 
lowed it,  and  spit  it  out  afterwards.  I  am  will- 
ing to  vote  for  the  resolves  if  that  will  make 
them  feel  any  better  over  it.  I  am  very  sorry  it 
occurred,  because  it  was  through  me  the  invita- 
tion to  the  City  Government  was  extended. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— That  was  one  of  my 
reasons  for  objecting  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Grand  Army  posts. 

Mr.  Perkins — Did  not  the  gentleman  vote  for 
the  appropriation  ? 
Mr.  Christal— I  opposed  the  appropriation. 
Mr.  Perkins— Did  not  the  gentleman  vote  for  it  ? 
Mr.  Christal— I  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  would  ask  if  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  are  in  order? 
Mr.  Christal — I  am  speaBing  of  the  resolutions. 
The  Chair— The  Chair  cannot  state   until  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  has  said  something. 

Mr.  Christal — That  was  one  of  the  very  reasons 
why  I  opposed  the  appropriation  at  the  time,  be- 
cause I  knew  very  well  it  would  be  an  opportunity 
for  some  abusive  man  to  take  advantage  of  his 
position  and  pour  out  a  tirade  of  abuse  upon  peo- 
ple who  could  not  be  present  to  defend  them- 
selves. I  regret  I  did  not  accept  the  invitation  to 
be  present.  A  member  of  the  post  has  said  that 
it  is  a  disgrace,  and  he  pledged  his  word  that 
next  year  the  Grand  Army  will  elect  some  other 
speaker  besides  L.  P.  Townsend.  I  hope  the  reso- 
lutions will  pass,  so  that  when  we  are  invited 
anywhere  we  will  know  whether  L.  P.  Townsend 
is  going  to  deliver  the  address,  or  anybody  else. 


Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  should  not  differ  with 
any  one  who  wishes  that  this  occurrence  had  not 
taken  place,  but  I  think  it  will  be  unwise  to  pass 
the  resolution.  It  would  be  a  reflection  upon  the 
post  who  sent  the  invitation,  and  the  resolve  it- 
self will  be  ineffectual.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  find  some  other  way  of  rebuking  Mr.  Town- 
send,  and  not  press  the  matter  before  the  Council 
to  a  vote. 

The  resolution  was  declared  rejected  on  the 
second  reading.  Mr.  Ward  doubted  the  vote  and 
on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Bigelow— If  it  is  in  order  I  would  state 
that  while  I  voted  against  the  resolution  I  do  not 
uphold  the  gentleman  in  his  tirade  against  Cath- 
olics. 

Mr.  Ward — At  the  suggestion  of  some  friends,  I 
hardly  think  we  will  receive  another  invitation 
to  any  gathering  at  which  Rev.  L.  P.  Townsend 
is  to  make  the  address,  and  if  there  is  no  objec- 
tion by  the  Council,  I  will  withdraw  the  resolu- 
tion. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  Chair  directed  that  the  vote 
upon  it  be  not  recorded. 

Mr.  Lauten  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  City  Council  why  the  order 
of  the  City  Government  was  not  complied  with  by 
the  department,  giving  permission  to  the  em- 
ployes of  said  department  and  members  of  the 
several  posts  of  the  Grand  Army,  to  parade  on 
Decoration  Day,  the  29th  of  May  last. 

Mr.  Lauten  explained  that  several  members  of 
the  Grand  Army,  who  are  members  of  the  Fire 
Department,  were  not  permitted  to  parade,  al- 
though they  could  have  furnished  substitutes, 
and  there  is  considerable  feeling  about  it. 

Mr.  Coe  asked  if  it  would  not  be  proper  to  refer 
the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 
and  Mr.  Lauten  thought  not,  because  the  commis- 
sioners were  an  independent  board. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Lauten  offered  the  following: 

Ordered — That  the  Police  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  City  Council  why  the  order 
of  the  City  Government,  giving  the  employes  in 
the  Police  Department  and  members  of  the  several 
posts  of  the  Grand  Army  permission  to  parade 
on  Decoration  Day  on  the  29th  of  May  last,  was 
not  complied  with. 

Mr.  Kidney  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Police,  who  have  certain  duties  in  connection 
with  the  department  and  are  the  medium  of  com- 
munication between  the  City  Council  and  the 
commissioners. 

Mr.  Lauten  had  no  objection  to  such  a  courtesy, 
but  did  n't  think  it  was  necessary,  as  the  commit- 
tee had  nothing  to  do  with  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions. 

Mr.  Coe  favored  the  reference,  the  committee 
being  the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  Council,  and  infor- 
mation is  obtained  through  them. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Police. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Swift  of  Ward 
9,  the  vote  passing  the  order  in  regard  to  the  Fire 
Commissioner's  furnishiii":  the  information  was 
reconsidered  and  the  order  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Severally  sent  up. 

SEATS  OX  THE  PUBLIC   GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  be  directed  to 
furnish  additional  seats  on  the  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Garden  for  the  convenience  and  comfort  of 
those  persons  who  visit  such  places;  and  that  the 
expenses  therefor  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Common,  etc.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Common,  with  instructions,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pratt,  to  consider  whether  additional  seats  should 
not  be  provided  for  Washington  Park  in  Ward 
21.    Sent  up. 

EIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  for  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment to  visit  other  cities  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed 
$500,  giving  notice  of  a  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone. 

Mr.  Ward  asked  if  the  committee  were  on  their 
travels  now.    He  understood  they  were. 

Mr.  Barry  did  not  think  they  were.  A  friend  of 
his  saw  Mr.  Bowker  today. 

Mr.  Ward  understood  that  the  committee  had 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  $200  or  $1100  they 
could    spend  in  that  way,  and   that   they    had 
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started  on  their  travels.     He  did  not  know  how 
true  it  was. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  table  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Barry  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

CHARLES  KIVER    EMBANKMENT. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  purchase  or  take,  for  the 
purpose  of  a  public  park,  the  estates  comprising 
so  much  of  the  proposed  Charles  River  Embank- 


ment as  recommended  in  their  report  for  1879,  and 
that  the  Finance  Committee  provide  the  means. 

Mr.  Ward  said  he  did  not  know  exactly  how 
this  matter  stood,  and  thought  the  best  way  to 
get  at  the  desired  information  was  to  offer  the 
order.  On  his  motion  the  order  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Parks.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward 
9,  and  stood  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  June  16,  at 
7%  P.  M. 


327 


BOARD       OF^       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JDNE    10,    1880. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 
4  F.  M.,  Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

THE    LATE    SPECIAL    ELECTION. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards  of  this 
city  on  the  5th  inst  ant  for  an  Alderman  in  place 
of  George  E.  Bell,  deceased,  and  also  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  in  Ward  3  in  place 
of  Benjamin  Brintnall,  resigned,  and  in  Ward  10 
in  place  of  Joseph  Healy,  deceased,  have  attend- 
ed to  that  duty,  and  report  that  the  returns 
are  all  properly  made  and  are  correctly  re- 
corded in  the  City  Clerk's  records,  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  following-named  persons, 
having  a  plurality  of  votes,  have  been  duly  elect- 
ed to  their  respective  offices  for  the  remainder  of 
this  municipal  year: 

Alderman— Joseph  Caldwell.  Common  Council- 
men— Ward  3,  Matthew  Walsh;  Ward  10,  Eugene 

t>    TT  00*3,1* 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk 
be  directed  to  notify  said  persons  of  their  elec- 
tion. 

For  the  Committee, 

Clinton  Viles, 

Chairman. 

Accepted. 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Alderman  elect,  was  conduct- 
ed into  the  chamber  by  the  City  Messenger,  the 
usual  oaths  of  office  were  duly  administered  to 
him  by  the  City  Clerk,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
Boarc.  _  ,, 

The  chairman  amiointed  Alderman  t  aldwell  to 
the  places  occupied"  by  the  late  Alderman  Bell  on 
the  following  committees: 

County  Accounts, Licenses,  Markets,  State  Aid, 
Assessors'  Department,  East  Boston  Ferries,  Har- 
bor, Health,  Overseers  of  Poor,  Public  Instruc- 
tion, Surveyor's  Department,  Treatment  of  the 
Poor,  Charlestown  Bridge. 

Notice  sent  down. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATION. 

Undertaker— William  P.  Costello.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS    BEFEKKED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  George  T. 
Sears,  tor  leave  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  in 
front  of  the  Blackstone  Bank  building,  at  corner 
of  Hanover  and  Union  streets. 

7  o  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Drivers'  Union  Ice  Company, 
to  erect  wooden  building  on  Rutherford  avenue, 
nearly  opposite  Winchester  street,  Ward  5;  Mrs. 
J  F  G.  Hunneman,  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  No  11  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue,  Ward  20;  Old  Colo- 
ny Railroad  Company,  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  rear  of  West  Fourth  street,  near  Old  Colony 
Railroad,  Ward  13;  T.  E.  Halleck,  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  East  Sixth  street,  City  Point, 
Ward  14;  South  Boston  Ice  Company,  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Foundry  street,  corner  of 
Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  13.  . 

To  the  Committee  on  I'aving.  Malachi  ivelly, 
for  compensation  for  grade  damages  to  his  estate, 
20  Ward  street,  Ward  22;  John  Dolan,  that  edge- 
stones  be  set  on  the  west  side  of  North  Margin 
street,  near  Lafayette  avenue:  Peck  &  Hall  et  al., 
that  Lancaster  street  be  macadamized  or  the  cob- 
ble pavement  covered  with  asphalt;  Anthony 
Holbrook  et  at.,  for  paving  a  portion  of  East  Ninth 
street  with  small  granite  blocks;  Sylvester  Rich- 
ards to  move  a  wooden  building  from  junction  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Norfolk  street  to  the  Milton 
line  Ward  24;  John  D.  &  M.  Williams  et  al.,  that 
Central  street,  between  the  custom  house  and 
Atlantic  avenue,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

I  Alba  Davis,  that  Rockview  street,  Jamaica 
Plain  be  graded;  W.  H.  &  S.  L.  Emery,  that 
license  be  granted  to  Daniel  Clark  to  sprinkle 
Federal  street,  in  place  of  L.  Tuttle;  American 
Bell  Telephone  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  poles 
on  Beacon  street,  Commonwealth  avenue  and 
other  streets  on  the  Back  Bay,  and  m  Brimmer, 
Beacon  and  Arlington  streets;  William  Wilson,  tor 
brick  sidewalk  on  Putnam  street;  Jacob  W.Sea- 
ver  for  edgestones  on  Washington  street,  Ward 


23;  Elizabeth  M.  Hart,  for  edgestones  on  Cedar 
street,  Charlestown;  John  Soley,  to  move  a  wood- 
en building  from  64  Saratoga  street  to  Border 
street,  near  Lexington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Petitions  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: Ruth  H.  Thompson,  new  wooden,  one 
horse,  rear  1278  Tremont  street;  Sophia  E.  Willis, 
new  wooden,  two  cows  and  one  horse,  on  Bellevue 
avenue,  Ward  23;  George  Haynes  &  Son,  old 
wooden,  one  additional  horse,  on  Washington 
street,  near  Richmond  street,  Ward  24;  Charles  A. 
Whittier,  new  brick  and  stone,  five  horses,  on 
Newbury  street,  Ward  11;  B.  O.  Tinkham,  two 
horses,  on  rear  of  his  lot  on  Dover  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common.  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  place  lan- 
terns upon  certain  trees  in  West  Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  B.  Callender 
et  al.,  for  lamps  in  Walnut  avenue,  near  Elmore 
street;  John  Brennan  et  al.,  that  Church  and  Mt. 
Vernon  streets,  in  Ward  25,  be  lighted  by  oil 
lamps. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Patrick  O'Con- 
nor, for  a  sewer  in  Tremont  street,  near  Phillips 
street;  East  Boston  Citizens'  Trade  Association, 
for  certain  sewer  improvements  at  East  Boston ; 
C.  S.  Johnson  et  al.,  against  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Parker  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  George  B.  Guild 
&  Co.,  for  leave  to  run  two  passenger  wagons 
from  Monument  square,  Ward  23,  through  Centre 
street,  to  Allendale  Springs. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Roland 
Worthington,  Jr.,  notice  of  damage  to  his  proper- 
ty by  reason  of  an  alleged  obstruction  in  Day 
street,  Roxbury,  on  May  10,  1880;  Roland  Worth- 
ington, notice  of  damage  to  his  properly  by  rea- 
son of  an  alleged  obstruction  in  Day  street,  Rox- 
bury, on  May  10,  1880;  David  Connor,  to  be  paid 
for  personal  injuries  caused  by  a  fall  in  Merri- 
mack street,  Jan.  23, 1879;  Albert  E.Arnold,  for 
damages  for  personal  injuries  received  by  an  al- 
leged delect  in  Lowell  street,  May  19,  1880;  An- 
drew P.  Wilson,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  Warren  Bridge. 

lo  the  Committee  on  Markets.  Albert  M.  Al- 
drich,  for  leave  to  transfer  the  lease  of  cellar  No. 
4  Faneuil  Hall  Market  to  George  A.  Aldrich. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries. E.  B.  Hull  &  Co.  and  seventy-live  others;  J. 
B.  Patten  and  101  others  from  Beach  street;  Dan- 
iel A.  Potter  and  twenty-two  others  from  Lincoln 
street;  A.  F.  Proctor  and  thirty-nine  others  from 
Kingston  street;  Henry  E.  Bradlee  and  twenty- 
one  others  from  Albany  street;  John  P.  Dorr  and 
ninety-three  others — severally  for  a  new  ferry 
location  near  State  street  from  Essex  place. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances.  R. 
Gardner  Chase,  that  the  acts  of  John  Dove  and 
William  L.  Lewis,  fence  viewers,  may  be  inquired 
into,  and  proper  regulations  adopted  in  regard 
to  fence  viewers. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part 
of  the  Board.  S.  Nolen,  to  have  a  tree  removed 
from  41  Upton  street. 

PETITION    FOB    STEAM    ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  A.  J.  Tower  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  of  twenty- 
five  horse  power,  on  Albany  street,  at  corner  of 
Dedham  street.  An  order  of  notice  was  passed 
tor  a  hearing  on  June  28th  inst. 

HEARINGS 

were  had  as  follows: 

On  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in  Parker 
street,  Charlestown;  in  Neponset  avenue,  Dor- 
chester, and  in  Centre  street,  Roxbury. 

No  objections.  Severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

BARBEL    WAGONS, 

The  ordinance  relating  to  the  size  of  vehicles 
and  their  loads  was  considered  under  unfinished 
business. 

The  Chairman  read  a  petition  from  the  propri- 
etors of  the  City  Flour  Mills  and  others  asking 
that  the  ordinance  be  recommitted  to  a  special 
committee  for  further  investigation,  as  the 
dimensions  named  in  the  ordinance  are  not 
practical.  As  at  present  proposed,  the  ordinance 
will  bear  very  hard  on  those  requiring  large 
quantities  of  barrels. 

Alderman  Tucker— Mr.  Russell  is  present  this 
afternoon  and  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  in 
explanation  of  that  petition. 

The  Chairman— If  there  are  no  objections  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  we  will  hear  Mr.  Russell. 
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Alderman  Flynn— I  have  no  objections  to  hear- 
ing Mr.  Russell,  but  I  do  object  to  the  reference 
of  that  petition  to  a  special  committee.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  it  would  be  a  direct  insult  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  after  they  have  inves- 
tigated the  subject  and  reported  an  ordinance,  to 
take  this  matter  out  of  their  hands  and  refer  it  to 
a  special  committee. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  understand  that  Mi .  Rus- 
sell desires  to  explain  the  objections  to  the  width 
named  in  the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Breck— It  seems  to  me  it  is  hardly 
the  thing  to  bring  this  matter  before  this  Board. 
The  subject  has  been  before  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  more  than  a  year;  they  have  been 
trying  to  frame  an  ordinance  to  suit  the  case  and 
do  no  injustice  to  the  manufacturers,  and  yet 
satisfy  the  citizens  who  have  complained  of  these 
large  barrel  wagons.  For  a  long  while  we  tried 
to  have  the  manufacturers  and  those  interested 
in  the  barrel  wagons  come  before  us  and  do 
something  about  it,  but  we  were  not  able  to  do  so. 
I  think  the  Police  Commissioners  were  able  to 
get  them  before  them,  but  they  found  it  was  im- 
possible foi  them  to  do  anything.  The  City  Coun- 
cil requested  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  an  act  to  enable  it  to  do  something  in  the 
matter.  After  we  received  this  act,  the  manu- 
facturer of  the  barrels,  Mr.  Ames,  and  his  at- 
torney, came  before  the  committee,  and  were  be- 
fore lis  for  some  time.  We  thought  we  had  heard 
everything  they  could  possibly  say.  We  told 
them  that  our  object  was  only  to  frame  an  ordi- 
nance that  would  satisfy  the  citizens  of  Boston 
and  those  who  travel  the  streets,  and  we  did  not 
want  to  injure  their  business  or  any  particular 
interest.  What  they  said  was  not  satisfactory  at 
all  and  did  n't  help  the  case.  Afterwards  we  ad- 
vertised in  all  the  morning  papers  that  we  would 
give  a  public  hearing,  and  all  interested  in  barrel 
wagons,  for  or  against,  were  requested  to  ap- 
pear. We  had  the  bearing.  There  were  only  those 
there  who  had  petitioned  against  them.  None 
others  appeared.  It  was  unfortunate  for  Mr. 
Ames  he  could  not  be  there;  but  if  he  had  been 
there,  I  think  we  would  have  heard  only  the  same 
story.  It  would  have  been  the  same  thiDg  if  Mr. 
Russell  had  been  there.  I  don't  object  to  hearing 
.Mr.  Russell,  but  I  don't  think  it  ought  to  go  to  a 
special  committee.  If  it  is  referred  at  all,  it 
should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 

Alderman  Caton— I  asked  to  have  this  laid  over 
one  week,  in  order  to  make  some  investigations, 
and  I  have  done  so.  I  find  this  ordinance  is  pro- 
posed in  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  enable  the  city  to  prevent  the  damages 
and  accidents  arising  from  these  barrel  wagons; 
but  I  am  afraid  it  is  going  to  injure  other  busi- 
ness besides  barrel  wagons.  There  is  a  great  deal 
of  hay  brought  to  this  city  in  bulk,  from  Ipswich 
and  other  places,  and  from  towns  away  down  on 
the  Merrimack  River.  The  loads  are  twelve  to 
fifteen  feet  wide,  and  they  bring  about  three  tons 
or.  a  wagon.  It  will  be  impossible  to  bring  that 
quantity  of  hay  into  this  market  on  a  vehicle 
eight  feet  wide.  It  seems  to  me  if  this  ordinance 
was  recommitted,  all  those  different  interests  can 
be  taken  into  consideration;  it  might  be  modified 
and  allow  people  to  bring  hay,  in  which  we  are 
all  interested,  and  other  things  into  this  market. 
This  applies  to  all  vehicles,  and  of  course  it  ap- 
plies to  hay  as  well  as  barrel  wagons. 

Alderman  Breck— In  reply  to  the  Alderman  I 
would  say  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  frame  an 
ordinance  to  apply  specially  to  these  barrel 
wagons.  We  want  to  pass  an  ordinance  applying 
to  trucks  of  all  kinds.  The  matter  of  loads  of 
hay  came  before  the  committee,  and  the  question 
was  raised,  Was  there  ever  such  a  thing  known  as 
a  horse  being  frightened  at  a  load  ot  hay  ?  We 
made  inquiries,  and  eould'not  hear  of  such  a  case. 
Horses,  mules  and  other  animals  know 
what  a  load  of  hay  is.  There  never 
was  known  to  be  a  case  of  a  horse 
being  frightened  at  a  load  of  hay.  Now,  in  case 
there  should  be  any  trouble  about  it,  and  any  one 
came  here  with  a  large  load  of  hay,  all  he  would 
have  to  do  would  be  to  go  to  Mr.  Page,  and  sav,  I 
want  to  drive  my  load  of  hay  through  the  city; 
and  Mr.  Page  would  say,  There  is  no  trouble 
about  that.  It  is  only  the  barrel  wagons  that 
frighten  horses.  The  wagons  the  marketmen  use 
are  piled  up  in  such  a  way  that  they  don't  frighten 
horses.  But  these  barrel  wagons  are  built  up 
from  the  wheels,  slanting  out  on  each  side,  so 
that  when  a  horse  comes  to  pass  uuder  one  of 
them,  he  gets  frightened.  I  have  a  mare  I  can 
leave   standing   or   drive  anywhere;  but  when  I 


come  to  a  barrel  wagon  I  have  to  cover  her  face 
with  a  handkerchief  and  lead  her  by. 

Alderman  Caton — Would  n't  it  be  better  to 
make  an  amendment,  so  that  the  ordinance  will 
apply  to  barrel  wagons? 

Alderman  Breck— We  can  hardly  do  that.  It 
should  apply  to  all  loads.  The  barrel  wagons 
make  the  mos':  trouble.  They  are  piled 
up  as  high  as  the  top  of  this  room, 
and  I  have  seen  some  that  looked  high- 
er. I  don't  object  to  the  matter  going 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  but 
I  do  object  to  its  being  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, because  it  is  altogether  out  of  place,  and 
would  be  an  unheard-of  thing.  The  subject  be- 
longs to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  which  is 
composed  of  four  or  five  lawyers.  They  have  had 
meetings  enough  to  know  how  to  handle  it  by  this 
time,  and  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  spend 
more  time  upon  it  if  requested  to  do  so. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  Chair- 
man read  the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Slade — Without  having  heard  the 
ordinance  read  recently,  I  supposed  it  had  more 
special  reference  to  the  wagon  rack,  and  that  a 
load  of  hay  would  not  exactly  come  under  that 
head.  The'  wagon  rack  of  a  load  of  hay  is  n't  gen- 
erally more  than  six  or  seven  feet  wide,  and 
sometimes  there  is  no  rack  at  all.  It  is  n't  very 
often  you  get  a  load  of  nay  as  wide  as  that,  and 
one  as  wide  as  that  is  a  pretty  wide  load.  I  don't 
believe  naif  a  dozen  loads  of  hay  as  wide  as  that 
come  into  Boston  in  a  year.  Tliey  are  not  so  wide 
as  you  think.  I  don't  believe  it  will  trouble  the 
hay  at  all. 

Alderman  Thorndike — I  merely  wish  to  say  that 
in  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
we  gave  Mr.  Ames  a  long  and  patient  hearing. 
The  result  was  he  said  he  would  have  to  give  up 
business  in  Cambridge  and  go  to  South  Boston. 
Now,  all  he  will  have  to  do  is  to  change  the  form 
of  his  wagon.  The  same  number  of  barrels  can 
be  put  on  those  wagons  if  you  make  them  a  little 
longer.  It  don't  say  anything  about  the  width  of 
those  wagons.  I  think  this  ordinance  should 
pass. 

The  motion  to  give  Mr.  Russell  a  hearing  was 
lost— 5  for,  5  against. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  move  that  the  report  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
with  instructions  to  give  the  parties  interested  a 
further  hearing. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  As  the  chairman  of  the  committee  has 
already  said,  they  have  been  considering  this 
matter  for  a  year.  They  have  given  their  petition- 
ers a  patient  hearing  and  advertised  in  the  public 
papers  that  a  hearing  would  be  given  to  the  par- 
ties in  favor  of  and  against  the  ordinance.  Thev 
have  all  the  opportunity  to  be  heard  that  I 
think  is  proper  to  give  parties.  This  matter 
has  been  under  consideration  a  year.  I  think  it 
is  about  a  year  ago  I  put  in  an  order  asking  that 
an  ordinance  be  framed  regulating  the  size  of 
these  barrel  wagons;  we  found  we  had  no  author- 
ity to  regulate  them,  and  it.  required  additional 
legislation.  We  petitioned  the  Legislature  and 
an  act  was  passed.  They  are  going  through  the 
streets  frightening  horses  every  day,  and  doing 
damage  to  the  trees.  No  later  than  today  a 
wagon  went  through  Charles  street,  as  I  am  told 
by  the  City  Clerk,  breaking  off  the  boughs  of 
trees.  They  have  had  a  fair  chance  to  be  heard  in 
the  matter.  I  think  the  Board  is  as  ready  to  act 
now  as  it  would  be  to  give  these  parties  another 
hearing. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  think  the  motion  for  a 
hearing  was  put  in  a  pretty  broad  sense.  I  be- 
lieve Mr.  Russell  desired  to  make  only  a  short 
explanation,  and  I  was  sorry  the  members  would 
n't  concede  more  than  five  minutes.  If  that  had 
been  granted,  I  should  not  have  been  disposed  to 
give  any  further  hearing.  But  inasmuch  as  it 
was  not  courteous  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  and 
as  I  don't  think  it  fair,  I  shall  be  disposed  to  fa 
vor  the  suggestion  offered  by  Alderman  Woolley. 

Alderman  Breck— I  am  opposed  to  its  being  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  for 
the  very  good  reason  that  they  have  already  been 
.  before  us.  Mr.  Ames  has  already  been  before 
us.  He  has  charge  of  the  manufacture  of  the 
barrels,  and  knows  what  is  best  for  the  interests 
of  his  concern.  He  made  a  long,  full  statement. 
His  attorney,  Mr.  Banker,  was  there,  and  put 
the  case  just  as  strong  as  he  could.  The 
committee  were  very  patient  and  heard 
them  through.  Not  only  that,  but  1  think 
they    heard     the    parties  '  separately,    at    their 
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places  of  business,  at  different  times.  If 
we  should  have  another  hearing-,  I  don't  see  what 
light  they  could  give  us  in  addition  to  what  has 
been  said.  This  matter  was  referred  to  a  sub- 
committee, who  took  it  in  chrrge,  did  the  best 
they  could  in  getting  a  drawing  of  the  forms  of 
the  wagons,  learned  how  many  barrels  each 
wa'gon  will  carry,  and  reported  to  the  full  com- 
mittee, where  it  was  discussed  carefully  and  at 
length.  The  matter  has  been  before  us  nearly  a 
year  and  a  half.  It  is  about  time  it  should  come 
to  a  close,  as  we  have  many  other  matters  before 
us. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  hope  this  will  be  recom- 
mitted. Although  it  has  been  before  the  City 
Government  a  long  time,  it  has  not  been  before 
this  Government  very  long.  While  I  believe  the 
present  size  of  the  wagons  too  large,  I  think  the 
size  proposed  rather  small.  I  understand  Mr.  Rus- 
sell has  never  been  before  the  committee,  and  I 
hope  lie  will  have  a  chance  to  make  a  statement 
before  them. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  would  ask  if  his  father,  who 
is  a  partner  in  the  concern,  has  not  appeared  be- 
fore the  committee? 

Alderman  Woolley— I  understand  he  has,  but  I 
understand  that  this  request  was  made  that  Mr. 
Russell  might  appear.  I  certainly  hope  that  Mr. 
Russell  or  any  other  party  may  be  heard.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  vote  today.  If  forced  to  vote,  I 
shall  have  to  vote  against  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, for  the  reason  that  I  think  Mr.  Russell 
should  have  a  chance  to  be  heard  either  before 
the  board  or  the  committee.  I  hope  this  Board 
will  see  fit  to  recommit  the  report  and  give  Mr. 
Russell  and  other  parties  a  chance  to  be  heard. 

Alderman  Breck — It  was  not  known  until  last 
Monday  that  Mr.  Russell  was  interested  in  this 
uiatter'at  all.  He  appeared  here  last  Monday  and 
spoke  to  several  members  of  the  Board.  If  he 
knew  about  it  he  could  have  appeared  before  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  when  those  interested 
had  the  same  opportunity.  Mr.  Russell  should 
have  appeared  before  this  ordinance  was  re- 
ported. 

Alderman  Slade— In  voting  against  reopening 
this  matter  at  this  time  I  didn't  intend  any  dis- 
courtesy to  Mr.  Russell.  After  committees  have 
had  subjects  before  them  many  months,  and 
given  hearings,  it  is  establishing  a  bad  precedent 
to  give  hearings  here.  Why  could  not  every  man 
who  is  interested  in  a  matter  before  any  commit- 
tee have  a  hearing?  And  why  not  reopen  the 
hearing  on  every  "report,  if  we  start  in  this  way? 
I  don't  like  it.  I  think  the  committee  are  capable 
of  managing  that  matter.  They  have  had  it  a 
long  time  and  I  don't  believe  in  sending  it  back 
to  them. 

Alderman  Viles— While  my  mind  's  made  up  on 
this  question,  and  I  believe  the  barrel  wagons  are 
too  large,  I  am  willing  to  give  people  who  come 
here  a  chance  to  present  their  views. 

The  motion  to  recommit  with  instructions  to 
give  a  hearing  was  lost— 5  for,  6  against. 

The  ordinance  was  passed. 

Alderman  Flynn  moved  a  reconsideration,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Sent  down. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE     COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Executive  appointment  of  Charles  H.  Dalton  as 
a  Public  Park  Commissioner  for  three  years  from 
May  1,  1880.    Approved  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Board  of  Health  to  abate  a  nuisance 
in  South  Bay,  near  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Health  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  Fire  Commissioners  to  inform  the 
City  Council  why  the  order  of  the  City  Government 
giving  the  employes  of  the  Fire  Department,  who 
are  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  leave  to  parade  on 
Decoration  Day,  was  not  complied  with.  Referred 
to   Committee    on    Fire  Department   in   concur- 

Order  for  the  Police  Commissioners  to  inform 
the  City  Council  why  the  members  of  the  Police 
Department,  who  belong  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  were  not 
allowed  to  parade  on  Decoration  Day.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Police  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Public  Park  Commissioners  to 
take  the  land  required  f..r  the  proposed  Charles 
River  embankment.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Parks  in  concurrence. 

Order  proposing  that  additional  seats  be  placed 
on  the  Common  and  Washington  park.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  the  Common,  etc.,  in  concur- 
rence. 


Order  to  close  the  City  Hall  and  public  depart- 
ments on  June  17,  and  that  "all  employes  of  the 
city  whose  services  are  not  indispensable  be 
granted  a  holiday  on  that  day  without  loss  of 
pay."    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  appropriate,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
already  allowed  for  the  celebration  of  July  4— $200 
for  Jamaica  Plain  rowing  regatta,  §75  for  re- 
building ice-water  stands  on  the  Common,  and 
.$100  for  bicycle  races.  Passed  in  concurrence- 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 

URINALS  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Health  requesting  permission  to  erect  two 
public  urinals  in  East  Boston;  one  in  Maverick 
square  between  the  watering  trough  and  the  ad- 
joining tree,  just  within  the  enclosure;  tne  other 
in  Central  square,  behind  the  watering  trough, 
on  the  inner  edge  of  the  sidewalk  and  partly 
within  the  enclosure. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Sent 
down. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 

The  Fire  Commissioners'  report  of  fires  and 
alarms  during  May  was  received  and  sent  down. 

MT.  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery  was  received.    Sent  down. 

The  amount  on  hand  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year  was  $15,780.03,  comprising  an  appropria- 
tion of  $14,000  by  the  City  Council,  and  an  unex- 
pended balance  from  the  preceding  year  of 
$1780.63. 

There  was  an  increase  of  the  receipts  during 
the  year  of  $1,985.09,  the  whole  amount  received 
from  all  sources  being  $14,441.14.  The  expendi- 
tures during  the  same  period  amounted  to  $26,- 
419.55— $1386  35  less  than  were  expended  during 
the  preceding  year— leaving  in  the  treasury  a 
balance  of  $3802.22. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  care  of  the  grounds, 
which  have  never,  at  any  previous  period,  pre- 
sented a  more  attractive  appearance,  460  feet  of 
new  avenues  have  been  made,  and  520  feet  of  old 
avenues,  which  had  long  before  been  imperfectly 
prepared,  have  been  excavated,  substantially  un- 
derlaid with  stone,  and  finished  in  the  most  thor- 
ough and  durable  manner. 

N ew  walks  have  also  been  laid  out  in  a  similar 
manner,  six  hundred  feet  in  extent,  while  many 
of  the  old  avenues  have  been  newly  gravelled. 

Thirty  lots  of  half  the  usual  size,  and  several 
smaller  ones,  have  been  made  during  the  past 
year.  Maple  Grove  and  the  city  cemetery  have 
been  enlarged,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  constant- 
ly increasing  number  who  desire  single  graves,  as 
well  as  those  who  are  wholly  without  means. 

Many  marked  improvements  have  been  made  in 
the  general  appearance  of  the  grounds.  Several 
iron  fences  and  hedges  have  been  removed  from 
as  many  iots,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remainder 
of  such  tasteless  and  unsightly  objects  will 
speedily  disappear  from  the  cemetery.  No  such 
enclosures  are  now  allowed  to  be  erected,  and 
the  contrast  that  the  new  lots  present  to  those 
now  disfigured  by  fences  and  hedges  will  un- 
doubtedly produce,  sooner  or  later,  a  willingness 
to  have  them  removed. 

Seven  lots  have  been  furnished  with  orna- 
mental posts  and  steps,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  tablets  erected.  Several  monuments, 
of  graceful  design  and  superior  workmanship, 
have  been  put  up,  adding  greatly  to  the  beauti- 
ful appearance  of  the  grounds. 

Not  the  least  of  the  improvements  made  during 
the  year  was  the  removal  of  the  old  receiving 
tomb,  and  the  erection  near  its  site  of  a  summer 
house,  which  overlooks  the  new  lake,  and  affords 
a  pleasant  and  agreeable  resting-place  for  the 
visitors. 

The  arrangement  made  with  the  Highland 
Street  Railway  Company  the  past  season,  to  con- 
vey passengers  to  the  cemetery,  has  proved  emi- 
nently satisfactory.  The  facilities  offered  for 
this  purpose  were  ample,  and  were  so  arranged 
as  to  secure  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  all 
who  used  them.  A  similar  arrangement  has  been 
made  for  the  present  season,  and  will.no  doubt, 
prove  equally  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  interments  in  the  cemetery  dur- 
ing the  year,  exclusive  of  those  in  the  city  ceme- 
tery, was  447 — 37  less  than  were  made  in  the  pre- 
ceding year. 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  on 
the  receipts  and  expenditures,  is  annexed. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  G-.  Walbridge,  President. 
Joseph  P.  Paine. 
Geo.  L.  Burt. 
Albert  F.  Dauten. 
Robert  Vose,  Jr. 
Elbridge  G-.  Knight. 
A.  T.  Brown. 

Trustees. 
Office  of  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  June  1, 
"1880. 

auditor's  exhibit. 
The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  June  1  (City  Doc.  85) 
was  received  and  sent  down — 

Appropriations,     $10,551,123.30;      expenditures, 
$1,182,365.81;  balance  unexpended,  §9,426,118.83. 
police  department. 
The  second  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Po- 
lice Commissioners,  for  the  year  ending-  May  1 
(City  Doc.  77),  was  received  and  sect  down. 
Number  of  members  of  the  force  allowed  by 

law 715 

Whole  number  on  the  force  May  1,  1879 693 

Number  of   officers  discharged    during   the 

year 5 

Number  of  officers  resigned  during  the  year. 8 
Number  of  officers  who  died  during  the  year. 6 
Number  of  officers  retired  on  pension  during 
the  year 4—       23 

669 
Number  of  officers  appointed  during  the  year.  28 

Whole  number  of  members  of  the  force  Mav 
1,1880.... '.  697 

Number  of  officers  promoted  daring  the  year.  7 

Number  of  officers  promoted  to  the  rank  of 

lieutenant 2 

Number  of  officers  promoted  to  the  rank  of 

sergeant 5—         7 

Number  of  officers  reduced  in  rank 1 

Birthplace  of  Members  of  the  Force. 

United  States 562 

England..,. 5 

Ireland 100 

Scotland 2 

Germany 6 

Prussia 1 

Canada , 5 

New  Brunswick 5 

Nova  Scotia 11 

Special  Police  Officers  appointed 54 

"  "  "       discharged 2 

"Department"  Police  Officers  (in  the  employ  of 
the  city  in  different  departments)  appointed  ....   11 

Department  Police  Officers  discharged 2 

Railroad  P  dice  Officers  appointed 5 

Statement  of  the  Expenditures  of  the  Department 
(exclusive  of  Liquor  Licences)  during  the  Year 
ending  April  30,  1879. 

For  pay  of  officers 8754,697.45 

"  fuel  and  gas  for  stations  and  City  Prison  10,697.77 
"water  and  ice  "  "  1,026.06 

"  furniture  and  bedding  for  stations  and 

City  Prison 2,752.00 

"  for  badges,  buttons,  wreaths,  clubs  and 

belts,  etc.,  etc 2,722.79 

"  printing  and  stationery,  postage   and 

telegraphing 4,417.36 

"  care  and  cleaning  of  stations  and  City 

Prison 8,169.77 

•"  repairs  of  stations  and  City  Prison....  2,330. OH 
"  supplies  audi epairs  of  police  steamer.  2.456.70 
"  care  and   repairs  of  police  telegraph, 

lines  and  apparatus 3,552.40 

"  keeping  of  19  police  horses,  repairs  of 

equipments  and  vehicles 7,392.70 

"  flags  and  flagstaff's,  ropes  and  stakes, 

etc., etc 778.11 

"  for  carting  prisoners  from  stations  to 

courts 2,672.80 

"  feeding  prisoners 921.70 

"  medical  attendance  on  sick  and  injur- 
ed persons 1,745.29 

"  horse  and  carriage  hire 527.81 

"  pursuit  and  detection  of  criminals 1,759.76 

"  pensions  of  retired  officers 4,218.00 

Total 8812,844.40 

There  has  been  earned  and  collected    by  the  de- 
partment during  the  year  the   sum  of   $25,506.58, 
which  has  been  turned  into  the  City  Treasury,  and 
credited  as  follows: 
To  Police  Denartment— 
For  all  licenses  (except   for   sale 

of  liquor) 84,979.00 

For    sale  of    unclaimed   proper- 
ty, old  junk,  etc 288.41 

For  extra  services  ot  officers 7,902.17 

813,169.58 


To  School  Department— 
For  dog  licenses   issued. 


.   12,337.00 
825,506,58 


Police  Work  during  the  Year. 

The  following  statements  show  the  work  per- 
formed by  the  Police  Department  rtuiing  the  year 
ending  April  30,  1880: 

Number  of  arrests  on  warrants 3,944 

Number  of  arrests  without  warrants 20,940 

Number  held  for  trial 18,126 

Number  discharged  on  examination .f',75S 

Number  of  males 19,864 

Number  of  foreigners 13,611 

Number  of  non-residents 5,987 

Number  of  minors 3,840 


Arrests  by  P 

olice  Divisions. 

Division. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1.189 

4,202 

..    1,063 

108 

1,171 

1,228 

4,271 

Fourth 

..    2,971 

961 

3,932 

Fifth  

..    1,387 

366 

1,753 

.    1,492 

243 

1,735 

..       955 

118 

1,069 

Eighth 

..    1,274 

169 

1,443 

Ninth 

..       855 

101 

956 

Tenth 

..    1,264 

210 

1,474 

367 

31 
41 

398 

Twelfth 

..       390 

431 

Thirteenth 

294 

27 

321 

..       258 

31 

141 

289 

..       913 

1,054 

79 

10 

89 

Supt.  office  (Inspectors).. 

..      266 

30 

296- 

Total 19,880         5,004       24,884 

Amount  of  propertv  taken  from  prisoners 

and  lodgers  and  restored  to  them 840,658.48 

Amount  of  prooerty  reported  stolen  in  the 

city : 878,714.00 

Amount  of  property  recovered,  which  was 

stolen  in  and  out  of  the  city 874,047.00 

Amount  of  fines  imposed  by  the  courts   . .   .862.222.00 

Amount  of  imprisonment  by  the  same 1736  years 

Number   of   days'   attendance  in  court  by 

officers 14,r,94 

Amount  of  witness  fees  earned  by  them $15,268.50 

Amount  received  for  dog  licenses  issued... 812,337. 00 

Regulation  of  Street  Cars. 

The  regulation  of  the  running  of  the  street  cars 
as  provided  for  by  law  has  been  strictly  enforced, 
Sergeant  Warren  and  four  patrolmen  having 
been  constantly  employed  on  that  duty  during 
the  year.  That  they  have  performed  the  work  as- 
signed to  them  efficiently  is  proved  by  the  almost 
entire  absence  of  any  complaint,  either  from  in- 
dividuals or  in  the  public  press,  of  street  block- 
ades. The  several  horse-railroad  companies  have, 
as  a  general  thing,  cheerfully  complied  with  the 
law,  and  upheld  the  Commission  in  the  perform- 
ance of  its  duty.  By  so  doing  they  have  them- 
selves been  greatly  benefited,  inasmuch  as  their 
employes,  holding  licenses  from  the  city  liable  to 
he  revoked,  have  been  more  careful  in  their  con- 
duct, and  more  obedient  to  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions laid  down  by  the  companies  for  their  own 
benefit. 

The  last  Legislature  saw  fit  to  change  the  law 
as  to  licensing  horse-railroad  conductors,  drivers, 
etc.,  so  that  no  license  can  he  revoked  without  a 
hearing.  This  has  proved  a  great  source  of 
trouble  both  to  the  Commission  and  the  corpora- 
tions. Very  many  of  the  persons  licensed  have 
no  permanent  place  oi  residence,  and  when  dis- 
charged, often  for  offences  flagrant  in  character 
and  dangerous  to  the  public  safety,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  serve  proper  notice  of  a  hearing  upon 
them,  no  one,  not  even  the  officers  of  the  compa- 
ny they  have  served,  knowing  where  to  find  them. 
The  result  is,  such  persons  remain  licensees  of  the 
city,  though  unable  to  obtain  a  position  as  such 
on  any  horse  railroad. 

The  law  should  be  changed  so  that  licensed 
conductors,  starters  and  drivers  be  compelled  to 
notify  the  Poliee  Commissioners  of  their  places  of 
residence  and  any  change  thereof.  Failure  so  to 
do  should  be  sufficient  ground  for  the  revocation 
of  any  license  without  a  hearing.  A  notice  left 
at  the  last-known  place  of  abode  of  any  licensee 
should  be  made  sufficient  notice  on  which  to  re- 
voke a  license,  the  accused  failing  to  appear  be- 
fore the  board. 

For  some  offences  a  revocation  of  a  license  is 
too  severe  a  punishment;  yet  that  is  the  only 
penalty  which  can  be  inflicted  as  the  law  now 
stands;  power,  therefore,  should  be  given  the 
Police  Commissioners  to  suspend  any  license  for 
such  time  as  may  he  decided  expedient  under 
the  circumstances  in  each  case. 
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Street  Railway  Licenses. 

Number  of  street-railway  licenses  granted 709 

"  "  "  "  cancelled 

and  surrendered 437 

Number  of  street-railway  licenses  revoked.  Ill 

"             '•               "      rejected...  2 

Total  amount  of  fees S177.25 

Pensions. 
During  the  year  four  patrolmen  have  been 
placed  on  the  pension  list,  making  the  total  num- 
ber of  pensioners — including  Enos  VVasgatt  and 
Samuel  B.  Ross,  who  receive  respectively  three 
dollars  and  one  dollar  and  a  half  a  day,  under 
special  votes  of  the  City  Council — forty-one,  ne- 
cessitating an  annual  expenditure  of  *14~,215.  An 
erroneous  impression  has  prevailed  that  under 
the  statute  authorizing  the  payment  of  pensions 
to  members  of  the  force,  any  one  who  had  served 
fifteen  years  is  necessarily  entitled  to  one.  The 
principle  on  wnich  the  commission  has  acted  has 
been  that  while  no  member  of  the  force  can  be 
pensioned  who  has  not  served  fifteen  years,  yet 
that  such  service  alone  is  not  a  conclusive  reason 
for  placing  any  one  on  the  pension  roll.  If  the 
officer  seeking  to  be  retired  has  done  only 
the  common  routine  duty  of  a  policeman's 
life,  and  has  become  incompetent  or  incapaci- 
tated, not  tor  any  extraordinary  services  or  cause, 
but  simply  from  the  natural  effect  of  increasing 
age  or  ordinary  routine  work,  he  should  not, 
without  other  reasons,  be  pensioned,  the  city  not 
being  an  insurer  of  the  life  or  health  of  its  em- 
ployes, each  of  whom  is  supposed  to  receive  a  full 
equivalent  for  bis  services  as  he  performs  them. 
The  board  believes  this  to  be  a  sound  view  of  the 
law,  and  one  which  does  justice  both  to  the  taxpay- 
er and  to  members  of  the  pol ice  force.  Any  broader 
construction  would,  in  a  fen-  years,  entail  on  the 
public  treasury  a  burden  greater  than  the  pubiic 
would  bear,  and  might  endanger  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  pensions.  Pensions,  therefore,  have  been 
granted  only  when  the  applicant  has  been  disa- 
bled from  further  service  by  extraordinary  causes 
out  of  the  common  line  of  his  duty,  and  in  some 
cases  on  account  of  remarkably  long  and  merito- 
rious services.  The  larger  part  of  the  money  paid 
for  pensions  during  the  year  was  drawn  from  the 
fund  for  the  relief  of '  disabled  police  officers, 
leaving  a  smaller  amount  to  be  provided  for  by  a 
special  appropriation. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors. 
The  number  of  licenses  granted  between  May  1, 

1879,  and  May  1,  1880,  is  as  follows: 

1st  class,  hmholders,  Class  A 59 

"     B 35 

1st  class,  victuallers    "     1,023 

2d  class,  victuallers     93 

4th  class,  druggists       3 

"  gTocers   390 

"  wholesale  dealers,  A 41 

B 11 

C   34 

"  distillers 3 

5th  class,  dealers 369 

"  brewers,  A 6 

H 7 

6th  class,  druggists 164 

Total  number  of  licenses  issued  during  the  year. 2,238 

Total  number  of  licenses  issued  during  the  year 
to  persons  to  sell  liquor  to  be  drunk  on  the 

premises 1,207 

Of  this  number  nineteen  have  been  forfeited, 

and   eight  persons  holding  licenses  of  this  class 

haTe  abandoned  the  business,  said  licenses  not 

being  now  in  use. 

Total  number  of  liquor  licenses  forfeited 32 

Leaving  the  total  number  of  places  authorized 
to  sell  liquor  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises...        1,180 

Total  number  of  licenses  issued  during  the 
year  to  persons  to  sell  liquor  not  to  be  duunk 

on  the  premises 1,028 

Of  this  number  thirteen  have  been  forfeited, 

and  seventeen  persons    holding    licenses    of   this 

class  have  abandoned  the  business,   such  licenses 

not  being  now  in  use. 

Leaving  the  total  number  of  places  author- 
ized to  sell  not  to  be  drunk  on  the  prem- 
ises   998 

Number  ot  places  holding  two  licenses 48 

Number  of  Licenses  not  in  use,  the  licensees 
having  abandoned  the  business 25 

Number  of  licenses  transferred  during  the 
year  from  one  place  to  another 80 

Total  number  of  licenses  in  force  May  1, 
1879 2,178 

Total  number  of  licensed  places,  May  1, 
1879 2,120 

Number  of  complaints  against  unlicensed 
places 33 

Number  of  complaints  for  violation  of  the 
conditions  of  their  licenses 74 


Number  of  hearings  called  on  complaints 

against  licensees 74 

Number  of  affidavits  of  liquor  dealers  re- 
ferred to  this  board  by  the  District  Attor- 
ney for  report  and  recommendations  as  to 

disposition  in  court 2^1 

Number  of  seizures  made 427 

Amount  of  liquors  seized  (galls.) 4,847 

Arrests  for  selling  without  license 711 

Amount  paid  into  City  Treasury  for  licenses 

and  fees  for  the  license  year  1879-80 §242,474 

Expenses  on  accouut  of  enforcement  of 
license  law  (including  payroll  of  police 
officers  specially  detailed  for  the  purpose, 

and  keeper  of  liquor  storehouse' §25,047.66 

Amount  paid  by  the  city  of  Bostou  to  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  as  by  statute  pro- 
vided, for  the  year  1878-79. .". g60.059.75 

By  the  statistics  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  intox- 
icating liquors  and  the  use  thereof  during  the 
year,  it  is  very  evident  that  drunkenness  certainly 
has  not  increased  in  the  city,  even  though  it  may 
not  have  been  diminished,  the  number  ot  arrests 
for  that  cause  having  been  less  than  the  average 
number  of  arrests  during  the  previous  ten  years. 
The  Commissioners  do  not  attempt  to  theorize  as 
to  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  gratifying  re- 
sult. While  upon  these  men  differ,  the  fact  can- 
not be  gainsaid,  and  any  advance  in  the  cause  of 
temperance  and  good  order  is  to  be  welcomed  by 
all.  The  laws  regulating  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  have,  as  a  general  thing,  worked  satisfac- 
torily, though,  in  several  matters  of  detail,  legis- 
lation is  needed  to  perfect  them. 

By  chapter  99  of  the  acts  of  1S75  the  power  of 
granting  licenses  for  the  sale  ot  intoxicating 
liquors  was  vested  in  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 
cities.  It  was  further  naturally  provided  that 
the  licenses  should  be  signed  by  the  Mayor  and 
City  Clerk,  tliey  being  respectively  the  presiding 
officer  and  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  statute  by  which  the  power  of  granting 
such  licenses  was  conferred  in  Boston  on  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  gave  to  that 
board  only  the  powers  and  duties  exercised  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  leaving  untouched  the 
method  by  which  licenses  should  be  signed.  This 
was  evidently  an  oversight  and  entailed  much 
useless  trouble  upon  the  Mayor,  the  City  Clerk 
and  the  Police  Commissioners,  and  a  large  and 
needless  expense  on  the  city.  The  licenses  when 
granted  by  the  Police  Commissioners  are  sent  in 
lots  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Clerk,  who  sign  them 
without  knowing  anything  about  the  parties 
named  therein,  or  having  any  veto  power  on  the 
action  of  the  Commissioners.  A  record  of  these 
is  kept  by  the  City  Clerk,  necessitating  an  ex- 
pense of  several  hundred  dollars  annually  for 
clerk  hire.  Upon  the  licenses  when  issued  no- 
where appears,  excepting  in  the  statutes  as  print- 
ed therein,  anything  to  show  by  whom  they  were 
granted  and  issued.  Application  was  made  to 
the  Legislature  by  the  commission  to  have  the 
law  so  changed  that  licenses  should  be  signed  by 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  board  and  the 
clerk  thereof.  This  application  was  refused  seem- 
ingly on  the  ground  that  the  office  of  the  City 
Clerk  was  more  public  in  its  character  than  that 
of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners,  and  that 
people  would  prefer  to  go  to  the  former  for  infor- 
mation. The  members  of  the  Police  Commission 
have  thus  far  failed  to  notice  any  diffidence  on 
the  part  of  the  community  in  applying  to  them 
separately  or  collectively  on  any  occasion,  or  for 
almost  any  purpose.  They  would  recommend  that 
the  City  Council  ask  the  next  Legislature  for 
such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  remedy 
the  evil  complained  of,  and  save  both  trouble  and 
expense  absolutely  useless. 

Somewhat  the  same  state  of  things  existed  in 
the  matter  of  granting  licenses  for  billiard  tables, 
intelligence  offices,  dealers  in  second-hand  arti- 
cles, etc.;  but  in  these  cases  remedial  legislation 
was  asked  for  and  obtained. 

The  act  should  further  be  amended,  so  as  to 
authorize  the  receiving  of  applications  for  and 
granting  licenses  during  the  months  of  March 
and  April,  for  the  year  commencing  on  the  first 
of  May  next  ensuing.  As  the  law  now  stands,  all 
sales  of  liquor  after  the  1st  of  May,  and  prior  to 
the  granting  of  licenses  therefor,  are  wholly  ille- 
gal. From  the  time  an  application  for  a  license 
is  filed,  to  the  time  of  granting  of  it  by  the  board, 
several  days  must  elapse  to  make  an  examination 
in  relation  thereto;  and  it  would  be  both  an  in- 
justice and  a  hardship  to  compel  applicants  who 
are  willing  and  anxious  to  obey  the  law  to  close 
their  places  of  business  and  suffer  the  pecuniary 
loss  that    would    be  entailed  upon   them  by  so 
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doing,  for  any  cause  which  is  no  fault  of  theirs, 
and  which  they  cannot  avoid. 

It  is  very  necessary  that  the  ordinance  estab- 
lishing the  Police  Department  be  changed  in 
other  respects.  Provision  should  be  made  for 
the  appointment  of  at  least  one  supernumerary 
officer  of  each  grade,  certainly  below  the  rank  of 
captain.  At  present  wnenever  a  captain,  lieuten- 
ant, or  sergeant  attached  to  any  division  is  com- 
pelled to  be  absent  from  duty,  from  sickness  or 
other  cause,  there  is  no  officer  of  rank  who  can  be 
sent  to  fill  temporarily  his  place,  and  the  disci- 
pline and  efficiency  of  the  division  suffer  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  as  the  absence  is  for  a  long- 
er or  shorter  time.  These  absences  are  continual- 
ly recurring,  and,  were  they  not,  such  supernu- 
merary officers  could  be  constantly  and  profitably 
employed.  Power  should  be  given  the  commis- 
sion to  appoint  one  or  more  "matrons"  to  attend 
to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  female  prisoners  at 
several  of  the  central  station  houses.  Women  of 
all  ages  and  conditions  of  health,  sober,  or  more 
or  less  intoxicated,  and  sometimes  insane,  are 
daily  arrested,  and  humanity  requires  that  at 
times  there  should  be  one  of  their  own  sex  to 
wait  upon  them.  It  is  still  more  important  that 
there  should  be  a  matron  at  the  city  prison.  Fe- 
male prisoners  are,  as  a  rule,  kept  at  the  several 
station-houses  for  a  very  short  time,  being  early 
each  evening  sent  therefrom  to  the  city  prison, 
there  to  remain  until  taken  into  court  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning.  A  woman  appointed  to  attend 
there  might  act  at  one  or  two  of  the  nearest  sta- 
tions, and  also  as  a  detective,  to  search  female 
prisoners,  at  the  office  of  the  inspectors  act  City 
Hall,  and  elsewhere.  At  present,  when  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  search  any  woman  that  has 
been  arrested,  some  one  has  to  be  sent  for  and 
well  paid  for  her  services.  This  can  be  easily  ar- 
ranged if  the  plan  of  placing  the  city  prison  en- 
tirely under  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners, 
as  hereinbefore  suggested,  be  carried  out. 

Revision  of  the  Manual. 

During  the  year  the  Manual  has  been  thoroughly 
revised  and  corrected,  many  changes  having  been 
made  in  the  rules  and  regulations,  tending  to  the 
enforcement  of  a  stricter  discipline  and  a  general 
improvement  of  the  torce;  the  most  important 
of  these  only  can  be  here  mentioned.  There  has 
been  in  the  past  no  settled  practice  as  to  the  cus- 
tody or  disposal  of  lost,  stolen,  or  abandoned 
property,  or  property  taken  from  persons  ar- 
rested for  crime,  coming  into  possession  of  any 
member  of  the  force.  It  was  suffered  to  accu- 
mulate in  the  several  station-houses,  often  finally 
disappearing,  no  one  knew  when  nor  how,  while 
lost  property,  in  many  cases,  was  retained  by  the 
finder,  the  statutes  in  relation  to  it  being  utterly 
disregarded. 

The  Commission  applied  to  the  last  Legislature 
and  obtained  the  passage  of  an  act  by  which  all 
property  coming  into  possession  of  any  member 
of  the  force,  as  having  been  lost,  abandoned, 
stolen,  or  taken  from  any  person  under  arrest,  is 
to  be  turned  over  to  such  officer  as  the  Commis- 
sion may  designate,  who  shall  thereafter  be  re- 
sponsible therefor,  and  for  the  carrying  out  of 
the  provisions  of  law  relating  thereto.  Authority 
was  also  given  to  the  Police 'Department  to  sell 
by  public  auction  any  of  such  property  that  may 
have  remained  in  their  possession  for  the  term  of 
six  months,  the  same  having  been  unclaimed,  and 
the  owner  thereof  and  his  place  of  business  or 
abode  being  unknown,  proper  notice  of  said  sale 
having  been  first  given. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  this  law  the  office  of 
Property  Clerk  was  established  by  the  board,  and 
to  him  the  officers  commanding  the  several  sta- 
tions were  ordered  to  turn  over  all  such  property 
above  named  as  might  be  in  their  possession,  to- 
gether with  a  description  thereof,  and  all  particu- 
lars relating  thereto  which  might  serve  to  identity 
it  or  its  owner.  Under  this  order  over  eight  hun- 
dred packages  were  so  turned  over,  some  of  it 
having  been  for  years  in  the  station-houses,  most 
of  it  being  of  but  little  value.  In  many  cases 
clothing  and  woollen  goods,  originally  of  consid- 
erable value,  had  become  worthless,  excepting  for 
old  rags,  from  having  been  so  long  kept  without 
care.  These  articles  were  properly  sorted  and 
scheduled,  and  will  be  sold  by  public  auction  as 
speedily  as  possible,  and  the  proceeds  thereof 
turned  into  the  city  treasury. 

As  regards  property  belonging  to  and  used  by 
the  department,  an  equal  looseness  of  manage- 
ment existed,  such  property  being  bought,  sold 
and  disposed  of  without  a  proper  responsibility 


on  the  part  of  any  one.  Under  the  new  system 
the  rule  is  that  no  expenditure,  even  to  the  small- 
est amount,  can  be  made  excepting  under  the  di- 
rection, in  each  case,  of  the  board.  All  property 
purchased  for  the  department  goes  into  the 
hands  of  the  Property  Clerk,  who  can  deliver  no 
portion  thereof  to  any  one  without  a  proper 
requisition  and  receipt  therefor.  Whenever  any 
property  becomes  unfit  for  use  it  must  be  so  re- 
ported by  the  person  having  it  in  charge  to  the 
Superintendent,  who  will  order  a  board  of  survey 
to  inspect  the  same  and  report  upon  its  condition 
to  the  Commissioners,  who  will  decide  as  to  the 
disposal  of  it. 

Estimates  are  to  be  made  by  the  Property 
Clerk,  on  the  1st  of  January  and  July  of  each 
year,  as  to  what  supplies  will  be  required  by  the 
department  during  the  ensuing  six  months.  Up- 
on" these  estimates  bids  are  asked  for,  and  con- 
tracts for  supplying  the  art  cles  needed  awarded 
to  such  persons  as  the  Commissioners  may  de- 
cide. 

When  possible,  samples  of  articles  needed  by 
the  department  are  kept  on  hand  by  the  Property 
Clerk,  and  supplies,  when  received,  are  compared 
therewith  and  rigorously  inspected  as  to  quantity 
and  quality. 

The  advantage  of  this  system  over  the  old  prac- 
tice may  be  proved  in  two  instances.  In  January 
last  the  Property  Clerk  made  out  a  schedule  of 
books  and  stationery  which  were  needed  by  the 
department.  Under  the  prices  paid  last  year 
these  articles  would  have  cost  S215:  under  the  new 
system  they  were  obtained  for  S195.  A  lot  of  mis- 
cellaneous supplies,  which,  according  to  the 
prices  paid  prior  to  January,  would  have  cost 
nearly  .$2300,  under  the  new  system  cost  about 
$1900,  making  a  saving  on  these  two  lots  of  about 
$400;  and  that,  too,  although  the  prices  of  the  va- 
rious articles  had  within  a  short  time  advanced 
from  ten  to  thirty  per  cent. 

A  school  of  instruction  for  members  of  the 
force  has  been  established,  for  the  purpose  of 
perfecting  them  in  their  knowledge  of  the  pow- 
ers, duties  and  privileges  of  police  officers,  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
the  ordinances  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment. Each  manT  when  appointed  on  the  force, 
is  ordered  to  report  to  some  division,  and  by  the 
commanding  officer  thereof  is  made  to  perform 
the  first  tour  of  night  duyin  company  with  an 
old  officer,  being  put  on  as  many  different  routes 
successively  as  may  be  deemed  best  for  at  least 
fourteen  days,  during  which  time  he  attends 
the  school  of  instruction  two  hours  each  day.  At 
the  end  of  fourteen  days  he  is  ordered  to  full  pa- 
trol duty,  and. goes  to  his  work  partiallv  fitted  for 
it,  ana  with  his  faculties  trained  to  comprehend 
it.  Under  the  old  system,  a  man  was  put  upon 
full  patrol  duty  immediately,  utterly  ignorant  of 
what  that  duty  was,  and  was  left  to  find  it  out 
little  by  little  as  best  he  might. 

Haete. 

The  schedule  of  fares  for  the  hire  of  hacks, 
which  had  existed  with  but  slight  alterations  for 
some  years,  was  found  to  be  very  unequal,  and 
olten  unjust,  in  its  details,  the  fares  allowed  bear- 
ing but  little  proportion  to  the  distance  to  be 
travelled.  The  ordinances  and  rules  relating 
thereto  have  been  revised,  and  these  evils  reme^ 
died  as  far  as  practicable,  changes  being  made 
chiefly  in  what  may  be  called  long-distance  fares. 

There  has  always  been  a  feeling  in  the  commu- 
nity that  there  should  be  a  class  of  one-horse  car- 
riages which  could  be  hired  at  a  less  rate  than 
the  heavy  two-horse  carriages  in"  use,  and  requests 
were  made  from  time  to  time  that  measures 
might  be  taken  to  bring  this  about.  Accordingly, 
the  fares  of  one-horse  carriages  were  established 
at  about  two-thirds  the  fares  allowed  for  two- 
horse  carriages,  they  having  previously  been  the 
same.  This  change  was  strongly  opposed,  but, 
after  due  hearing  and  deliberation,  the  Commis- 
sioners decided  to  give  the  new  rates  a  trial,  be- 
lieving they  would,  in  the  end,  prove  as  profitable 
as  the  old  ones  to  the  hack  owners,  and  more  sat- 
isfactory to  the  public. 

Each  passenger,  instead  of  being  allowed  two 
trunks,  is  allowed  but  one;  and  the  price  for  each 
additional  trunk  is  reduced  from  fifty  cent^  to 
twenty-five  cents. 

The  drivers  of  hackney  carriages  are  ordered  to 
report  all  property  which  may  be  left  in  their  car- 
riages and  not  returned  ti>  its  owner,  within 
twenty-four  hours  alter  having  been  so  left,  to 
the  inspector  of  carriages,  at   City  Hall,  where  an 
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accurate  record  is  kept  of  it  for  the  information 
of  the  public. 

No  branch  of  the  City  Government  comes  into 
closer  relationship  with  our  citizens  than  that 
whose  special  care  it  is  to  look  after  the  peace 
and  security  of  their  lives  and  property  through 
the  Dolice.  The  power  necessarily  given  to 
police  officers  is  very  great,  and  they  are  subject 
to  many  and  peculiar  temptations  to  abuse  it. 
They  should  possess  sobriety,  coolness,  courage, 
and^  above  all ,  honesty.  This  last  is  the  basic  virtue, 
and  when  a  member  of  the  force  ceases  to  possess 
it  he  is  no  longer  fit  to  be  intrusted  with  the  great 
responsibilities  o£  his  office.  Our  city  pays  for 
police  purposes  most  generously,  and  has  a  right 
to  demand  that  the  best  men  only  be  appointed  to 
office,  and  when  appointed  that  they  be  unflinch- 
ingly held  up  to  a  strict,  impartial  and  honest  per- 
formance of  their  duty. 

The  Commissioners  gladly  bear  testimony  to  the 
general  faithfulness  and  efficiency  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  department,  and  believe  it  will  com- 
pare most  favorably  with,  if  it  is  not  superior  to, 
any  Police  Department  in  the  country. 

Henry  Walker. 

Edward  J.  Jones. 

Thomas  J.  Gargan. 

Police  Commissioners. 

THE  CENTRE-STREET  (WARD  23)  SEWER. 

Alderman  Breck  presented  a  petition  and  said 
he  had  been  requested  to  call  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  Board  to  it.  The  chairman  read  it, 
as  follows : 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston— The  undersigned,  owners  and 
the  representatives  of  owners  of  real  estate  in 
"Ward  23,  on  Centre  and  Pond  streets,  in  front  of 
which  a  common  sewer  was  built  last  autumn, 
respectfully  represent  that  great  injustice 
has  been  done  them  in  the  assessments 
which  have  been  levied  on  their  es- 
tates for  the  cost  of  the  same,  and 
they  ask  tor  the  appointment  of  a  special  com- 
mittee to  hear  their  complaints,  ascertain  the 
facts,  and  make  such  recommendations  as  justice 
and  equity  demand. 

Elvan  D.  Hall. 
N.  G.  Manson, 

By  Edwd.  D.  Hall,  agent. 
Jamaica  Plain  Baptist  Society, 

By  Benj.  F.   Cutter,  Chairman  of 
Standing  Committee. 
John  C.  Pratt. 
Henry  D.  Morse. 
Benj.  F.  Cotter. 
Albert  Lewis,  Trustee. 
Ed-ward  H.  Williams,  )  Trlistpps. 
John  D.  Bryant,  (  lrustees- 

St.  John's  Episcopal  Church, 

By  Frank  W.  Reynolds,  John  Mc- 
Kinn,  wardens. 
May  25,  1880. 

Alderman  Niles— That  matter  has  been  before 
the  Committee  on  Sewers,  and  the  parties  were 
given  leave  to  withdraw.  They  feel  aggrieved  at 
the  construction  of  the  sewer  and  object  to  pay- 
ing their  assessments.  The  contract  was  not 
awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  parties  having  a  special  committee. 

Aldeiman  Breck— I  am  not  interested  in,  and 
know  nothing  about  the  merits  of  this  case.  I 
know  nothing  of  It  except  what  was  said  by 
some  of  those  who  have  seen  one.  They  said  they 
had  a  hearing  before  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
and  were  treated  in  a  rough  and  ungentlemanly 
manner.  They  said  the  sewer  had  been  built  at  a 
certain  price,  when  another  contractor  had  of- 
fered to  do  it  for  83  cents  a  foot,  and  had  such 
men  for  bondsmen  as  the  Curtises,  in  the  mar- 
ket, Mr.  Frank  Fuller,  and  some  others.  In  reali- 
ty the  sewer  was  let  out  for  $1.83,  instead  of  83 
cents.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  that  is  what  I  have 
been  informed.  When  they  objected  to  the  high 
rate  of  assessment  charged,  they  brought  this 
matter  up  and  were  informed  that  it  was 
all  bosh,  and  were  given  to  understand  the 
committee  didn't  want  to  hear  anything  more 
abort  it.  They  feel  aggrieved  and  now  ask  to 
have  this  referred  to  a  special  committee.  I 
would  n't  ask  to  have  it  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, if  the  Aldermen  consider  it  objectionable; 
and  the  chairman  has  said  he  does  not  object. 
Perhaps  it  will  be  best  to  let  it  go  to  a  special 
committee,  and  perhaps  it  will  be  found  that  the 
committee  did  everything  that  ought  to  be  done. 
Alderman  Slade— I  don't  believe  a  committee 
can  be  appointed  in  this  Board  that  I  should  have 


more  confidence  in  than  the  Sewer  Committee. 
They  have  looked  this  matter  over  and  reported. 
It  is  a  case  similar  to  the  other.  A  petition  came 
here  to  have  a  special  committee,  because  they 
could  not  do  just  what  they  wanted  to  do  with  the 
proper  committee  that  this  subject  was  before. 
Now  they  are  aggrieved  and  want  a  special  com- 
mittee. I  don't  believe  in  it.  I  believe  in  sus- 
taining our  committees.  The  Alderman  says  he 
don't  object;  but  at  the  same  time  I  don't  be- 
lieve he  wants  it.  He  says  the  matter  has  been 
before  them ;  they  have  considered  and  reported 
on  it,  and  it  has  been  accepted.  Now,  I  don't 
believe  in  opening  it  again  by  a  special  commit- 
tee, and  I  hope  such  a  committee  will  not  be 
raised. 

Alderman  Caton — If  it  is  in  order,  I  move  to  re- 
fer to  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  to  report  back. 

Alderman  Breck— In  reply  to  what  Alderman 
Slade  said,  I  should  say  it  is  not  exactly  a  parallel 
case.  In  the  case  of  the  barrel  wagons  they  had 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard;  the  parties  did  not 
come  here  and  say  they  felt  insulted  or  aggrieved 
by  anything  that  has  been  said,  they  say  they 
were  treated  gentlemanly.  But  in  this  case  the 
petitioners  say  they  have  been  treated  ungentle- 
manly,  and  they  want  to  be  heard  by  gentlemen 
who  will  treat  them  fairly.  They  may  be  wrong- 
about  it,  and  there  may  be  something  wrong.  If 
the  chairman  of  the  Sewer  Committee  says  he 
don't  object,  I  don't  think  any  other  member  of 
the  Board  should. 

Alderman  Viles— I  shall  take  issue  with  the  Al- 
derman when  he  says  they  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers  and  were  treated  discourteous- 
ly. If  there  is  a  committee  that  treats  people 
courteously  it  is  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  It 
was  before  the  committee  a  long  time.  It  is  true 
we  did  n't  award  the  contract  to  the  lowest  bid- 
der. He  bid  so  low  we  did  n't  consider  it  worth 
notice.  He  did  n't  bid  the  price  of  the  material 
to  be  put  in  the  ground. 

Alderman  Caton— Had  this  party  ever  done  any 
work  for  the  city  before  ? 

Alderman  Viles— I  don't  think  he  had.  I  don't 
know  the  gentleman,  and  I  aou't  know  the  con- 
tractor to  whom  we  awarded  the  contract.  It  is 
entirely  with  the  Committee  on  Sewers  to  award 
contracts.  They  have  a  right  to  reject  any  and 
all  bids.  We  did  in  this  case  as  we  do  in  others. 
I  shall  take  issue  when  they  say  they  were  not 
treated  courteously.    I  sav  they  were. 

Alderman  Breck— I  was  informed  that  the  con- 
tractor who  bid  eighty-three  cents  was  a  respon- 
sible man  and  could  obtain  any  amount  of  bonds. 
They  also  told  me  he  built  the  block  at  the  corner 
of  Essex  and  Washington  streets,  which  is  con- 
sidered a  credit  to  him  or  anvbody. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Viles — We  have  many  cases  where 
parties  making  the  lowest  bid  are  notifled,and  they 
don't  appear.  The  highest  bid  was  so  much,  and 
the  lowest  eighty-three  cents.  The  Board  can 
draw  their  own  inference. 

Alderman  O'Brien— As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Sewers,  I  think  1  ought  to  bear  testimony  to  what 
the  Chairman  said,  that  no  committee  in  City 
Hall  receives  everybody  more  patiently  and  cour- 
teously than  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  We  heard 
all  the"  signers  to  that  petition  patiently,  and  gave 
them  all  the  time  they  wanted.  The  great  trouble 
is,  they  have  got  to  pay  for  the  sewer  now  it  is 
built.  That  is  the  only  tiling.  If  they  go  up  into 
the  Sewer  Department  and  speak  to  Mr.  Bradley 
about  it,  he  has  to  tell  them  he  is  guided  by  the 
law,  and  cannot  go  over  and  beyond  it.  They 
want  him  to  do  something  he  cannot  do.  I  have 
no  objection  to  referring  this  matter  to  a  special 
committee,  but  I  pity  the  special  committee  it 
will  be  referred  to.  I  shall  vote  to  refer  it  to  a 
special  committee  if  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  do 
so. 

Alderman  Breck — Perhaps  these  petitioners  are 
not  so  well  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  com- 
mittees here,  or  with  the  rules  and  regulations, 
as  we  are  ourselves.  As  the  Alderman  says,  Mr. 
Bradley,  the  superintendent,  isfguided|by'the,law; 
perhaps  they  don't  understand  that,  and  it  may 
be  well  to  have  this  special  committee  appointed 
to  let  them  know  what  the  law  is,  and  that  the 
Sewer  Department  is  guided  by  it.  Perhaps  that 
will  be  the  best  thing  to  do.  I  don't  know  any- 
thing about  the  special  merits  of  the  case.  I 
don't  want  to  do  anything  that  is  disrespectful 
to  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  I  have  great  con- 
fidence in  them.  I  think  there  is  no  better  com- 
mittee in  the  City  Government,  and  no  better 
superintendent. 
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Alderman  Flynn — It  seems  to  me  this  case  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  barrel  wagon,  and  indeed 
almost  exactly  like  ft.  Those  parties  were  given 
a  hearing.  The  parties  in  this  case  were  given  a 
hearing,  and  I  consider  it  would  be  an  insult  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  to  appoint  a  special 
committee  upon  that  subject.  I  should  decline  to 
serve  upon  that  committee  if  appointed.  They 
have  reported  the  cost  of  the  sewer  and  awarded 
the  amount  these  people  have  to  pay  as  their  pro- 
portion of  the  assessment,  after  giving  the  par- 
ties a  hearing,  and  the  case  as  much  attention  as 
it  required.  And  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  an 
insult  to  appoint  a  special  committee  to  act  upon 
it. 

Alderman  Caton  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Alderman  Tucker  rei.ewed  the  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Alderman  Viles— I  trust  it  will  not  be  sent  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  again.  They  consid- 
ered it  carefully  and  patiently.  The  sewer  was 
built  last  year  and  we  gave  them  another  hearing. 

Alderman  Caton — My  reason  for  referring  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  was  to  get  more  light 
upon  it.  I  did  not  know  that  they  had  had  a 
hearing  before  that  committee,  but  this  discus- 
sion has  brought  out  that  fact. 

Alderman  Tucker— My  object  in  making  the 
motion  was  to  dispose  of  the  petition,  as  there 
would  be  no  farther  action  necessary  unless  the 
committee  should  see  fit. 

Alderman  Slade— I  suggest  that  leave  to  with- 
draw would  answer  every  purpose,  and  if  it  is 
proper  I  would  make  a  motion  to  give  the  peti- 
tioners leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Tucker  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer. 

Alderman  Breck— I  hardly  think  that  would  be 
treating  the  petitioners  right.  They  come  here 
in  good  faith  with  their  petition,  thinking  they 
have  not  been  treated  courteously  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers.  I  cannot  say  whether  they 
have  been  or  not,  except  what  they  tell  me.  I 
know  they  are  reliable  gentlemen  and  believe 
they  tell  the  truth.  According  to  their  account, 
when  they  came  before  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
the  hearing,  instead  of  being  a  long  one,  was  a 
very  brief  one.  They  were  treated  very  abruptly, 
turned  off  and  tola  it  was  all  bosh.  They  thought 
they  ought  not  to  be  treated  that  way. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  Alder- 
man express  himself  in  that  way.  He  says  he  be- 
lieves they  told  the  truth. 

Alderman  Breck — I  believe  them  because  they 
are  gentlemen  of  veracity  and  would  not  say  any- 
thing they  knew  to  be  untrue. 

Alderman  Flynn — The  committee  say  that  the 
parties  have  been  heard  long  and  patiently. 

Alderman  Breck — Then  I  believe  them  too. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  hope  we  shall  give  them 
leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  O'Brien — In  the  first  place,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers  have  to  hear  the  petitioners  for 
a  sewer,  and  then  they  hear  those  who  object  to  it. 
The  parties  signing  this  petition  objected  to  the 
sewer  in  the  first  place.  After  hearing  them,  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  thought  public  necessity 
demanded  the  building  of  that  sewer.  So  our 
first  movement  gave  offence  to  the  petitioners. 
We  built  it  against  their  remonstrance,  because 
we  believed  public  necessity  demanded  it.  The 
next  movement  was  to  advertise  the  contract  in 
the  market  for  bids.  We  did  so.  I  did  not  hap- 
pen to  be  at  the  committee  meeting  whan  the 
bids  were  opened,  but  I  understand  that  one  of 
the  bids  was  so  low  it  would  not  have  paid  for  the 
brick  actually  required  to  put  into  the  sewer.  Of 
course  the  committee  very  properly  rejected  that 
bid.  I  believe  the  party  who  offered  that  bid  re- 
joiced that  it  was  rejected,  because  he  would 
nave  been  subjected  to  great  loss.  They  accepted 
the  lowest  bid  except  that  one,  and  the  sewer  was 
built  at  the  least  possible  cost  to  the  abutters. 
Now  those  men  come  here  with  that  catch.  Be- 
cause the  committee  would  not  accept  a  bid  lower 
than  the  cost  of  the  material,  they  come  here  and 
9lur  the  committee.  I  say  that  if  they  were  the 
right  kind  of  gentlemen  they  would  pay  their  bills 
and  that  would  be  an  end  of  the  matter.  As 
I  said  before,  I  should  like  to  have  a  special 
committee  look  into  this  business,  and  if  they 
would  n't  And  the  longest  talkers  they  ever  met 
with,  I  shall  be  mistaken.  Certainly  some  of  the 
gentlemen  who  remonstrated  against  that  sewer 
occupied  our  time  for  a  whole  day.  I  don't  be- 
lieve  any  committee  ever  gave  men"  so  patient  a 
hearing  as  we  gave  them.  That  is  really  the  truth 
of  the  matter.    I  should  be  sorry  for  the  members 


of  such  a  special  committee,  for  I  think  it  would 
be  great  labor  for  them  to  give  such  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Breck— I  do  not  rise  to  defend  the  pe- 
titioners. But  here  the  committee  say  they  ac- 
cepted a  bid  for  §1.83  when  they  had  one  for  83 
cents  from  a  party  who  could  give  any  amount  of 
bonds.  The  objection  is  on  acconnt  of  the  com- 
mittee accepting  that  bid,  when  they  could  have 
had  the  same  work  done  just  as  well  for  much 
less.  That  is  why  the  petitioners  object  to  the 
large  assessment.  What  they  want  is  a  reducrion, 
I  suppose.  I  don't  know  anything  about  the  mat- 
ter except  what  I  have  been  told. 

Alderman  O'Brien — That  is  precisely  what  they 
want.  They  do  not  want  to  pay  their' bills.  When 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  decline  to  accept  their 
offers  they  have  their  recourse.  The  courts  are 
open  to  them  and  they  can  compel  the  city  of 
Boston  to  refund  every  dollar  taken  from  them 
wrongfully.  Every  citizen  of  Boston  has  recourse 
by  anappeal  to  the  courts. 

The  petitioners  were  given  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

REGULATION    OF    TELEGRAPH    AND     TELEPHONE 
WIRES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  re- 
committed the  report  and  ordinance  in  relation 
to  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  having  considered  the  subject,  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  the.  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance in  "a  new  draft  >ubmitted  herewith. 
For  the  committee. 

Chas.  H.  B.  Breck,  Chairman. 
An    Ordinance 
In  relation  to  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  in 

the  city  of  Boston. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
shall  have  the  supervision  of  all  telegraph  and 
telephone  lines  of  wires  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
shall  see  that  all  laws  and  ordinances  relating 
thereto  are  enforced. 

Sect.  2.  All  lines  of  wires  along  or  across  lands, 
streets,  ways  or  places  shall  be  placed  only  from 
the  roof  of  one  building  to  that  of  another,  or 
from  suitable  posts,  and  in  all  cases  at  a  height 
not  less  than  twenty  five  feet  from  the  ground, 
and  shall  be  so  constructed,  placed  and  main- 
tained as  not  to  interfere  with  other  lines,  nor 
with  the  operations  of  the  Fire  Department,  and 
no  line  of  wire  shall  be  used  until  the  same  has 
been  approved  by  the  Fire  Commissioners. 

Sect.  3.  The  City  Clerk  shall  furnish  the  Fire 
Commissioners  with  certified  copies  of  all  loca- 
tions of  wires  granted  by  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men, and  the  City  Surveyor  shall  furnish  the  said 
commissioners  with  such  plans  of  locations  as 
they  deem  necessary. 

Alderman  AVoolley  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute  for  the  report  of  the  committee: 

An  Ordinance 
In  relation  to  telpgraph  and  telephone  wires  in 
the  city  of  Boston. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  City  Coimcil  as- 
sembled, as  follows: 

Section  1.  Upon  the  passage  of  this  ordinance 
there  shall  be  elected,  by  concurrent  vote  of  the 
City  Council,  a  competent  parson,  who  shall  he  a 
resident  in  this  city,  to  be  styled  the  "Supervisor 
of  Telegraphs,"  who  shall  exercise  all  the  powers 
and  duties" prescribed  by  chapter  83  of  the  acts  of 
1880,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  telegraph  and 
other  wires."  and  also  by  any  regulations  con- 
cerning such  wires  which  maybe  passed  by  the 
City  Council  in  pursuance  of  said  act.  He  shall 
hold  his  said  office  for  the  term  of  three  years 
from  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1880,  and  on  the 
hist  Monday  of  February,  1883,  or  within  sixty 
days  thereafter;  and  on  every  third  year  from 
said  date,  at  said  time,  there  shall  be  elected,  by 
concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council,  a  "Super- 
visor of  Telegraphs,"  who  shall  hold  his  office  for 
the  term  of  three  years  from  the  first  Monday  of 
April  succeeding  his  election.  Said  Supervisor 
shall  have  the  supervision  of  all  telegraph  and 
telephone  lines  of  wire  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
shall  see  that  all  laws  and  ordinances  relating 
thereto  are  enforced. 

Sect.  2.  All  lines  of  wire  along  or  across  lands, 
streets,  ways  or  places  shall  be  placed  only  from 
the  roof  of  one  building  to  that  of  another,  or 
from  suitable  po9ts,  arid  in  all  cases  at  a  height 
not  less  than  twenty-five  feet  from    ihe    ground, 
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and  shall  be  so  constructed,  placed  and  main- 
tained as  not  to  interfere  with  other  lines,  nor 
with  the  operations  of  the  Fire  Department,  and 
no  line  of  wire  shall  lie  used  until  the  same  has 
been  approved  by  the  Supervisor  of  Telegraphs. 

Sect.  3.  The  City  Clerk  shall  furnish  the  Super- 
visor of  Telegraphs  with  certified  copies  of  all 
locations  of  wires  granted  by  the  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen, and  the  City  Surveyor  shall  furnish  the 
Supervisor  with  such  plans  as  said  Supervisor 
may  deem  necessary. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  report  and 
substitute  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
printed. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  the  monthly  ac- 
count of  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  clerk 
hire  for  May — §118 — whicri  was  ordered  paid. 

LICENSE  FOR  SALE  OF  OILS. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  tne  part  of  the 
Board  in  favor  of  granting  license  to  E.  O.  &  F. 
H.  Merrill  to  store  and  sell  petroleum  and  coal 
oils  at  45-51  Charlestown  street.    Accepted. 

PERMIT   FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Catou  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  that  Hill  &  Wright 
have  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  at  137-9  Sumner  street,  East  Boston.  Ac- 
cepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims  of  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Hugh  O'Donnell  to  be  paid  for  pergon- 
al injuries  occasioned  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Chauncy  street.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  inquire 
and  report  as  to  whether  any  changes  are  neces- 
sary in  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law  De- 
partment.   Passed.    Sewt  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Yiles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John 
S.  Casson  to  occupy  stable  at  24  Brooks  street, 
Ward  2.    Accepted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  N.  &  A. 
Tufts  to  occupy  stable  on  Beach  street,  near  Med- 
ford,  Ward  4,  provided  the  same  shall  be  placed 
on  rear  lot  near  railroad.    Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the.  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  to  build  sewers  as  follows:  In  Forest 
Hills  street  (West  Roxbury)  from  estate  of  A.  D. 
Weld,  Jr.,  to  estate  of  F.  A.  Peters;  in  passage- 
way between  West  Canton  and  Holyoke  streets, 
west  of  Columbus  avenue.    Severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  abatements  be 
made  in  sewer  assessments,  on  account  of  inabil- 
ity to  pay: 

Maria  Rickley,  Burroughs  street,  .¥34.91. 

Sarah  Simms",  Auburn  street,  §21.17. 

John  Lawler,  <  hilds  street,  S23.13. 

Also,  that  $20  09  be  abated  from  the  assessment 
levied  upon  Patiick  H.  Shea  for  a  sewer  in  Ken- 
nard  avenue,  and  that  the  same  amount  be  as- 
sessed upon  Artemas  R.  Holden. 

Passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Order  to  pay  devisees  under  the  will  of  Michael 
Rothe  §9400,  for  land  taken  in  widening  of  South 
street.    Passed. 

TELEPHONE    POLES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  in  favor 
of  granting  the  petition  of  the  Telephone  Despatch 
Company  to  erect  poles  on  Meridian  street  and 
bridge,  and  it  was  therefore  ordered — 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Telephone  Despatch  Company  to  erect  poles  in 
East  Boston,  as  follows,  viz. :  One  pole  on  Meridi- 
an street  and  six  poles  on  Meridian-street  Bridge; 
said  poles  to  be  placed  in  the  positions  designat- 
ed by  red  dots  on  a  plan  of  said  Meridian  street 
and  Meridian-street  Bridge,  dated  May  2fi,  1880, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets. 

■  This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  the 
said  Telephone  Despatch  Company  shall  first  give 


to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory 
to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving  harmless  said  city 
against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or 
expenses  for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of,  the  erecting  or  maintaining  of 
said  poles  on  said  street  and  bridge.  Also  upon 
condition  that  said  poles  shall  be  painted  white 
and  kept  well  painted  and  in  good" condition,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
and  the  City  Engineer,  and  that  the  wires  shall 
be  placed  on  said  poles  noc  less  than  twenty-five 
feet  from  the  ground.  Also  upon  condition  that 
said  company  shall  allow  the  Fire  Department 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  top  cross  bar  and  upper 
portion  of  each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
wires  thereon.  Also  upon  condition  that  said 
company  shall  agree  not  to  remove  the  poles 
located  by  this  order  without  permission  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall  agree  to  remove 
said  poles  when  so  directed  by  said  Board. 

FIELD    DRIVER    APPOINTED. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  Michael 
Wheyland  of  West  Roxbury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  a  Field  Driver  and  Pound  Keeper  for 
that  district.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

NAME   FOR    BACK  BAY  PARK. 

Alderman  Thorndike  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  petition  of  John  T.  Clark  and  others, 
that  the  park  on  the  Back  Bay  be  called  Prince 
park,  with  an  amendment  offered  by  Alderman 
Slade  to  substitute  the  name  of  Commonwealth 
park,  giving  novice  of  a  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Parks. 

Alderman  Slade — I  was  about  to  make  a  motion 
to  take  it  from  the  table  myself,  as  I  moved  to 
lay  it  there  in  the  first  place.  I  want  to  say  a 
word  before  it  is  passed  'along,  however. 

The  petition  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Slade — When  that  petition  came  be- 
fore us,  it  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  that  the 
matter  had  been  talked  about  by  anybody. 
Somehow  it  did  not  strike  me  favorably.  I  did 
not  seem  to  like  the  harmony  of  it,  or  something- 
else.  At  the  moment  and  now,  it  seems  to  me  no 
better  name  can  be  thought  of  than  Common- 
wealth park,  if  the  name  is  going  to  be  changed 
from  what  it  is  now  called  -Back  Bay  park.  I 
did  not  make  that  motion  out  of  any  disrespect 
to  the  Mayor.  I  suppose  it  was  intended  as  a 
compliment  to  Mayor  Prince,  although  no  one 
made  that  suggestion  at  the  time.  But  it  seems 
to  me  that  if  a  piece  of  ground  like  that  is  going 
to  be  given  the  name  of  a  person  who  ever 
did  live,  it  better  be  the  name  of  some  one  who 
is  dead.  It  is  very  well  to  give  the  names  of  our 
Mayors  to  schoolhouses  or  other  public  build- 
ings; but  the  Mayor  is  young  enough  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  mischief,  as  all  of  us  are,  and  we 
cannot  tell  what  sort  of  a  name  he  is  going  to 
leave.  But  setting  that  aside,  I  believe  the  name 
of  Commonwealth  park  is  good  enough  and  very 
appropriate.  We  have  the  Common  and  Public 
Garden,  and  Commonwealth  avenue  leading  to 
this  park.  If  the  name  is  going  to  be  changed,  it 
seems  to  me  that  Commonwealth  park  will  be 
very  appropriate.  With  these  remarks  1  was 
going  to  make  a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks. 

Alderman  Caton — I  would  suggest  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  allow  the  Park  Commissioners  to 
suggest  a  name  for  this  park.  They  have  given 
so  much  time  to  the  city  in  this  work  that  I  think 
they  should  have  that  privilege. 

Alderman  Breck— I  would  state  to  the  Alderman 
that  the  Committee  on  Parks  will  consider  all 
these  names  and  report  to  the  Board. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  want  to  say  a  word  in  reply 
to  my  friend  on  the  right.  I  was  in  hopes  the  pro- 
priety of  naming  this  park  would  not  have  been 
discussed  at  all,  until  after  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Parks  and  their  report  was  made. 
But  the  Alderman  has  taken  this  opportunity  to 
discuss  it  and  intimate  that  he  is  opposed  to 
naming  it  Prince  park.  As  the  matter  is  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parks,  if  they  re- 
port the  name  of  Prince  park, "and  he  opposes  it,  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  reply  to  liim. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parks.    Sent  down. 

THE  NEXT   MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on 
Monday,  June  21,  at  4  P.  M 

Alderman  Breck— I  gave  notice  at  the  last  ses- 
sion that  I  should  move  to  take  from  the  table 
the   Burrill   claim,  but   as  our  new  associate  has 


JUNE       10,      1880. 


336 


just  come  in,  and  is  probably  not  familiar  with 
the  question,  I  desire  to  call  his  attention  to  the 
document,  and  request  him  to  consider  it  between 
now  and  the  next  meeting,  that  we  may  be  pre- 
pared to  act  upon  it. 

Alderman  Flynn — For  the  same  reasons  given 
by  the  Alderman  opposite,  the  Committee  on 
Mew  Court  House  will  not  report  at  this  meeting. 
They  desire  the  newly  elected  Alderman  to  look 
into  the  matter,  and  give  careful  attention  to  the 
different  sites — the  one  suggested  by  the  commit- 
tee, the  reservoir  lot,  and  the  north  end  of 
Femberton  square.  Out  of  respect  and  def- 
erence to  the  new  Alderman,  I  concluded  not 
to  report  the  matter  this  afternoon,  so  as  to  give 
him  time  to  inform  himself  upon  the  subject. 
The  committee  will  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Caldwell— If  the  committee  think  it 
would  advance  the  interests  of  the  city  any,  they 
can  act  upon  the  matter  this  afternoon.     I  have 

fiven  this  subject  considerable  attention,  though 
never  supposed  I  should  be  required  to  act  upon 
it;  but  still  my  mind  is  pretty  well  made  up. 
I  have  followed  the  City  Government  along 
in  the  various  actions  taken  upon  the  subject  of 
the  new  Court  House,  and  if  the  Board  feel  that 
it  would  advance  the  interests  of  '.he  city  any,  I 
am  ready  to  act  or  to  have  it  postponed,  as  the 
Board  desire. 

Alderman  Flynn — The  committee  desired  to 
give  the  Alderman  all  the  time  to  consider  it  that 
is  possible  for  them  to  do.  The  City  Architect 
and  City  Surveyor  would  be  happy  to  give  the  Al- 
derman any  information  he  may  require  as  to  the 
sites,  the  cost  and  the  building. 


FANEUIL     HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  in  favor  of  granting 
the  petition  of  the  National  Lancers  to  use  said 
hall  on  June  14  in  which  to  celebrate  their  anni- 
versary.   Accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  sidewalks  and  edge- 
stones  in  various  streets,  with  orders  for  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  the  proportionate 
amounts.    Orders  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  resurface  a  portion  of  the  asphalt 
pavement  on  Columbus  avenue  with  the  Abbott 
asphalt  pavement;  estimated  cost  $14,000. 
Passed. 

Orders  to  grade,  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones, 
pave  the  gutters  and  macadamize  the  roadways 
of  Union  street,  West  Roxbury:  to  grade  Preble 
street  from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Rogers  street, 
set  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and  macadamize 
the  roadway.    Severally  passed. 

EXAMINATION  OF  BONDS. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order — That  Alder- 
men   ,  with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may 

join,  be  a  committee  to  make  the  annual  examina- 
tion of  the  bonds  of  the  several  city  officers. 
Passed,  and  Aldermen  Viles  and  Caldwell  were 
appointed  on  said  committee.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned  and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday, 
June  21,  at  4  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JUNE    16,    1880. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 
7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shepard,  President, 
in  the  chair. 

NEW  MEMBER  FROM  WARD  10. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  Mr.  J.  B.  Hagar,  member-elect  from  Ward 
10,  vice  Joseph  Healy,  deceased. 

The  President  appointed  Mr.  Wheeler  a  com- 
mittee to  conduct  Mr.  Hagar  to  the  ante-room  to 
be  qualifled,  and  he  departed  to  perform  that 
duty. 

The  President  proceeded  to  act  upon  some 
routine  papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  raised  the  point  that  no 
business  could  be  done  while  the  committee  was 
out. 

The  President  said  there  were  some  routine 
matters  which  could  be  disposed  of,  and  the  time 
of  the  Council  saved,  if  no  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  objected  to  proceed- 
ing with  business  while  the  committee  was  out. 

Mr.  Wheeler  returned,  introduced  Mr.  Hagar  to 
the  Council,  and  reported  that  he  had  been  duly 
qualified  by  the  City  Clerk  in  the  absence  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  Mr.  Hagar  took 
his  seat  at  the  Board. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDEhHEK. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  the  appointment  of  Alderman  Cald- 
well upon  certain  joint  committees.  Placed  on 
file. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit,  June  7,  City  Doc. 
No.  87, 1880.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Hugh  O'Donnell  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
from  a  defect  in  Chauncy  street.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Order  appointing  Michael  Wheyland  a  field- 
driver  and  pound-keeper.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  joint  special  committee  to  examine 
the  bonds  of  city  officers.  Passed  in  concurrence, 
And  Messrs.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21,  Christal  of 
Ward  8  and  Williams  of  Ward  11  were  appointed 
on  said  committee. 

Order  to  ascertain  whether  any  changes  are 
necessary  in  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law 
Department.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

BARREL  WAGONS. 

An  ordinance  came  down  to  regulate  the  size  of 
vehicles  and  their  loads. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  ordinance 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  move  to  lay  on  the 
table.  I  have  some  petitions  in  regard  to  that 
matter  which  I  would  like  to  present. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail,  but  that  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  it,  and  instead  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  so  he  can  present  his  petitions  at  the 
present  time.  The  petitions  being  germane  to 
the  subject,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  Council 
should  not  receive  them  at  the  present  time. 
Laying  the  matter  on  the  table  is  an  indirect 
manner  of  killing  it  off.  For  that  reason  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  not  insist  upon  his  motion, 
but  will  withdraw  it  and  move  to  suspend  the 
rule  and  present  the  petitions  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  have  petitions  here  signed  by 
several  persons  who  would  like  to  be  heard 
on  this  subject,  as  it  affects  not  only  the  barrel 
wagons,  but  six  or  seven  other  kinds  of  vehicles. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  desire  to 
present  the  petitions  at  the  present  time? 

Mr.  Lauten — I  should  like  to,  before  action  is 
taken. 

The  President— Unless  objection  is  made  the 
Chair  will  receive  the  petitions  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Lauten  presented  and  the  President  read 
the  following  petitions:  J.  Ames  &  Co.  and  others, 
J.  P.  Whitney  and  ten  others,  C.  H.  Smith  and 
others,  J.  G.  Holmes  &  Co.  and  others,  Standard 
Sugar  Refinery  and  rthers— severally  protesting 
against  the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  claiming 


they  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard 
and  desiring  a  further  hearing. 

The  President — Does  Mr.  Lauten  withdraw  the 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table? 

Mr.  Lauten— I  cannot  see  the  necessity  for 
haste  in  this  matter.  I  think  it  better  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  ordinance  is  not  upon  its 
passage,  and  if  ordered  to  a  second  reading  it 
will  come  up  for  action  at  the  next  meeting,  un- 
less there  is  a  desire  to  make  some  other  disposi- 
tion of  it.  If  it  is  allowed  to  be  ordered  to 
a  second  reading  and  laid  over,  I  do  not  wish  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  by  stating  the 
reasons  which  make  the  committee  make  this 
unanimous  report.  If  any  objection  is  made  to 
its  being  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  I  hope 
some  member  will  state  it,  in  order  that  we  may 
have  some  cause  for  stating  our  grounds.  This  is 
the  unanimous  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. It  has  been  fully  considered  by  the  other 
branch,  passed  and  sent  to  us.  As  I  said,  I  will 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  at  this  stage, 
unless  there  is  some  cause  for  it. 

Mr.  Lauten— All  the  interest  I  have  in  it  is  that 
those  parties  should  have  a  respectful  hearing. 
I  understand  notice  was  given  in  the  public  pa- 
pers, but  it  wrs  seen  by  only  one  or  two.  I  think 
they  should  be  heard. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  motion  the  gentleman  has 
made  is  hardly  the  one  he  intends.  If  the  matter 
is  laid  upon  the  table,  there  will  be  no  farther 
hearings,  of  course,  because  it  will  be  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  committee.  If  the  gentleman  de- 
sires more  hearings  and  wishes  to  bring  that 
matter  before  the  Council,  it  seems  to  me  he 
should  withdraw  his  motion  to  table,  and 
move  to  recommit,  and  that  will  avoid  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  effort  to  kill  it  off;  and 
I  hardly  think  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Council  to  do 
a  thing  of  that  kind  without  good  reasons  being 
given.  If  the  gentleman  desires  to  have  a  hear- 
ing, the  proper  motion  would  be  to  recommit  to 
the  committee  with  instructions  to  give  a  hear- 
ing. If  he  makes  that  motion,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  ask  the  Council  to  hear  my  reasons  against  it. 
Mr.  Lauten— I  would  agree  to  that,  if  I  thought 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  would  concur;  but  I  hard- 
ly think  they  will.  I  think  it  better  lay  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  in- 
sists upon  his  mot;on,  I  think  the  Council  should 
be  informed  as  to  what  has  been  done  on  this 
matter. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  allow  discussion 
of  the  general  merits  of  the  question  by  general 
consent. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  passage  of  the  ordinance 
came  before  the  committee  last  year.  Some 
members  will  remember  that  within  a  year  or  two 
it  has  become  the  custom  to  build  barrel  wagons 
flaring  from  the  bottom  to  the  top.  The  result 
has  been  that  the  wagons  have  become  an  un- 
mitigated nuisance  to  people  driving  along  the 
streets.  Last  year  an  effort  was  made  to  pass  an 
ordinance  ta  prevent  the  passage  of  these  wagons 
through  the  city.  The  matter  went  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances;  by  their  recommendation 
it  was  submitted  to  the  Police  Commissioners, 
and  it  was  found  the  city  had  no  authority 
to  regulate  the  size  of  the  loads.  In 
consequence  of  their  recommendations  applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  Legislature,  by  which  a  new 
law  was  passed  allowing  the  city  to  regulate  the 
size  of  loads  on  vehicles  passing  through  the  city. 
The  matter  went  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
this  year,  and  was  carefully  considered  by  them, 
they  having  the  benefit  of  the  hearings  last  year 
and  a  chance  to  examine  the  plans,  papers  and 
ordinances  submitted  at  that  time.  I  have  here  a 
record  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  the  Chair  to  allow  me  to  see  the 
petition  of  J.  B.  Ames  &  Co.,  just  read,  in  which 
is  a  statement  which  I  believe  is  intended  to  mis- 
lead the  Council.  I  think  it  has  a  very  great  bear- 
ing on  the  subject: 

"We  the  petitioners  say  that  they  intended  in 
good  faith,  with  others  interested,  to  be  present 
and  present  theirviews  at  a  hearing  on  this  subject, 
and  were  promised  by  the  committee  that  they 
should  have  due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  for 
a  hearing;  and  that  no  notice  was  given  them." 

Now  I  desire  to  make  this  statement  in  behalf 
of  the  committee.  At  a  hearing  by  the  commit- 
tee it  was  decided  to  give  a  public  hearing,  and 
notice  was  given  in  the  newspapers  in  the  ordl 
nary  and  usual  manner.  I  understand  that  the 
clerk  of  the  committee,  without  authority  of  the 
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committee,  stated  to  one  or  two  of  the  persons 
present  that  he  would  notify  them  also  of  the 

public  hearing,  and  that  by  some  accident  he 
neglected  to  do  it.    So  far,  these  petitioners  have 

a  show  of  justice  on  their  side.    But.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  record  stands  thus: 
The  Committee  on  Ordinances  met  on  a  certain 

day  and  Mr.  Ames,  the  maker  of  the  barrel 
wagons,  appeared  before  them  by  counsel.  If  he 
were  allowed  twenty  hearings,  he  could  not  be 

better  heard.  The  ground  which  he  took  was,  he 
had  a  right  to  carry  on  this  business,  that  it 
was  a  profitable  business,  and  he  intended 
to  continue  it  until  such  time  as  the  city 
stopped  him.  I  wish  the  Council  to  re- 
member that  not  the  slightest  attempt 
was  made  by  the  petitioners— these  barrel- 
wagon  men— to  assist  the  city  authorities  in  help- 
ing them,  as  well  as  the  general  public.  I  believe 
that  during  the  last  year  they  have  increased  the 
number  and  size  of  their  wagons.  My  impression 
is  that  up  to  last  year  they  had  no  four-horse 
wagons,  but  two-horse  ones.  I  may  be  wrong  in 
that,  however.  They  have  done  nothing  to  ac- 
commodate the  public,  but  have  gone  on  and  in- 
creased the  size  of  these  wagons  until  they  have 
become  a  nuisance.  Thus  on  moral  grounds 
we  have  a  right  to  insist  upon  their 
being  stopped.  These  wagons  go  through  Charles 
street  and  injure  the  trees.  But  we  are  met  with 
the  statement  of  the  petitioners  that  the  city  has 
no  right  to  have  trees  growing  in  the  street,  and 
they  are  not  bound  to  do  anything  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  those  trees.  That  may  be  legal 
grouDd,  but  it  is  not  good  ground  to  take  by  peo- 
ple who  come  here  as  petitioners.  They  break 
down  those  trees  which  are  a  benefit  to  thousands 
of  people;  and  they  say  the  city  has  no  busi- 
ness to  have  tree's  growing  in  the  streets. 
That  may  be  good  reason  for  not  treat- 
ing them  leniently.  I  should  state  that  Mr.  Ames 
was  heard  fully  by  the  committee,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  imagine  that  if  the  matter  is  sent  back, 
any  new  light  will  be  brought  before  them.  Now, 
the  question'to  be  considered  is,  are  these  barrel 
wagons  such  a  benefit  to  the  public  that  they 
ought  to  be  allowed  ?  We  all  Know  that  horse 
cars — 

The  time  for  debate  having  expired,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  the  rule  was  suspended. 

.Mr.  Whitmore — I  will  endeavor  to  be  as  brief  as 
possible,  but  the  Council  must  remember  I  am 
defending  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  not 
expressing  my  own  views.  The  last  question  I 
was  discussing  was  as  to  whether  there  is  any 
public  necessity  requiring  the  allowing  of  these 
barrel  wagons.  Now,  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
extra  profit  to  the  man  who  manufactures 
these  wagons.  It  was  stated  by  the  maker 
of  the  barrels  that  he  was  enabled  to 
save  a  cent  or  so  per  barrel  to  the 
users  by ..  using  these  wagons.  It  was  also 
confessed  by  him,  that  if  we  passed  this  ordi- 
nance the  consumer  would  have  to  pay  the  extra 
price,  and  after  his  present  contracts  were  out  he 
individually  would  lose  nothing;  that  it  would 
not  interfere  with  his  business  in  the  slightest 
degree,  but  that  the  sugar  refiners  would  have 
to  pay  a  cent  inore  for  a  barrel  than  if  the  wagons 
were  used.  Then  the  statement  was  made  that 
the  sugar  manufacturing  interest  would  suffer  if 
they  had  to  pay  this  extra  price  on  the 
barrel.  It  was  shown  that  the  price  of  a 
barrel  of  sugar  is  about  $25;  that  the 
business  is  conducted  on  the  general  estimate  of 
the  whole  transaction,  and  each  sugar  refinery 
turning  out  twenty  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
sugar  in  a  day;  that  their  profits  are  governed  by 
the  turn  of  the  market  on  these  large  operations. 
The  idea  that  this  little  item  of  one  cent  on  a 
barrel  was  going  to  drive  away  business  from 
Boston  is  too  utterly  absurd  to  be  consid- 
ered by  any  sensible  man.  There  was  no 
apparent  ground  for  continuing  these  bar- 
rel wagons  any  longer.  They  are  a  nuisance 
to  the  public  and  no  profit  to  the  manu- 
facturer, except  for  the  time  being.  As  I  have 
said,  the  matter  was  considered  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  a  strenuous  effort  was  made  to  recom- 
mit it  on  those  same  misrepresentations  that  par- 
ties had  not  been  heard,  and  it  was  passed  with 
only  one  negative  vote.  I  hope  the  Council  will 
refuse  to  lay  this  matter  upon  the  table,  and  pro- 
ceed to  pass  the  ordinance  to  a  second  reading. 
They  will  have  another  wee<  to  investigate  the 
matter  themselves,  and  at  the  .  next  meet- 
ing, if  any  member  desires  to  make  a 
change    in     the    ordinance,    he    will    have    an 


opportunity  to  do  so.  But  this  attempt  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  14,  to  kill  it  by  indirection, 
is  something  I  hope  the  Council  will  not  follow, 
as  it  is  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  that  we 
have  petitioned  to  the  Legislature  and  obtained 
authority  for  this  action.  I  hope  the  motion  to 
table  will  be  voted  down,  and  the  ordinance 
passed  to  a  second  reading,  which  it  will  not  take 
until  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward"  5— I  understand  the  oppo- 
nents of  this  ordinance  say  they  have  not  been 
heard.  Of  that  matter  I  know  not.  I  have  not 
seen  a  coDy  of  the  ordinance  as  they  propose  to 
pass  it.  But  if  it  is  as  I  understand  it,  these  bar- 
rel wagons  are  not  alone  affected.  C  understand 
the  width  is  not  to  exceed  eight  feet.  Well,  how 
about  a  load  of  hay?  How  about  furniture 
wagons?  How  about  all  these  large  flagging 
stones  laid  on  our  sidewalks?  I  can  go  on  and 
cover  over  eight  feet  nine  inches.  Now,  this 
ordinance,  even  if  passed,  will  hardly  ever  be 
executed.  I  admit  that  these  barrel  wagons  are 
large,  uncouth  and  bad  to  be  in  the  streets.  But 
how  often  do  you  find  a  building  moved  in  the 
streets  ?  They  come  here  and  get  permits.  They 
move  them  in  Charlestown  and  go  through  the 
streets  at  night.  They  are  more  than  eight  feet. 
Now,  in  the  first  place,  what  is  the  great  damage 
by  those  barrel  wagons  ?  It  is  one  of  those  things 
that,  if  any  damage  occurs,  that  man 
is  liable.  I  think  that  is  as  plain  as 
anything.  A  teamster  is  held,  to  my  cer- 
tain knowledge,  if  he  does  damage.  Now, 
if  this  is  coming  down  to  eight  feet  nine  inches, 
I  don't  know  but  what  some  men  will  be  shut  off 
every  week  in  the  year.  A  great  many  of  the 
wagons  cannot  be  altered  in  their  dimensions. 
Then  it  becomes  a  dead  letter.  Now,  I  say  there 
has  not  been  a  sufficient  hearing,  and  which  I 
don't  say  only  by  report;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  committee,  and  then,  if 
they  bring  it  in,  as  the  gentleman  has  well 
stated,  I  propose,  after  examining  it 
more  fully,  to  have  something  to  say.  If  1  am 
voted  down  and  don't  make  out  a  case  against  it, 
well  and  good.  But  as  it  stands  now,  I  don't  con- 
sider it  a  thing  which  is  necessary.  I  believe  we 
better  not  have  it  than  to  have'it.  I  hope  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  will  pass. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  ask 
he  gentleman  from  Ward  12  how  this  size  eight 
feet  nine  inches  was  arrived  at. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  answer  to  the  gen- 
man,  I  can  make  this  statement — The  information 
was  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
in  relation  to  the  widest  wagons  used,  with  the 
exception  of  these  barrel  wagons.  He  took  about 
a  week  to  investigate  this  matter,  and  then  re- 
ported that  the  width  specified  in  the  ordinance 
would  be  sufficient  to  include  any  wagons  other 
than  those  used  for  the  transportation  of  barrels. 
I  mieht  add  further,  that  the  ordinance  does 
not  touch  either  the  height  or  length  of  the 
wagons.  Further  than  that,  it  there  are  any 
wagons  other  than  barrel  wagons  wider  than  8 
feet  9  inches,  it  is  only  necessary  under  this  ordi- 
nance to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Inspector  of 
Wagon  Licenses.  I  think  that  is  the  effect  of  the 
ordinance,  so  far  as  any  vehicles  are  concerned, 
except  these  barrel  wagons,  and  it  will  not 
practically  interfere  with  their  use. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  ft— For  my  part  I  shall 
support  the  motion  to  laj  upon  the  table.  I 
would  have  no  objections  to  recommitting  it,  but 
I  have  no  hope  they  will  report  it  in  any  shape 
other  than  it  is  now.  It  is  very  appareut  that  if 
this  ordinance  is  passed  as  it  is  now,  it  will  kill, 
by  indirection,  this  small  industry.  It  is  small, 
but  should  be  protected.  As  the  gentleman  has 
just  declared,  all  other  business  will  be  al- 
lowed to  go  scot-free.  It  is  very  apparent 
to  many  of  us  that  it  is  an  attempt, 
under  cover  of  the  statute,  to  interfere  with  the 
industry  of  making  barrels.  It  certainly  will,  if 
it  Is  passed.  I  don't  believe  it  would  have  passed 
the  Legislature  under  the  caption  of  an  act  to 
regulate  the  size  of  barrel  wagons.  But  it  was 
passed  under  a  different  caption.  It  seems  to  me 
a  great  tempest  in  a  teapot  has  been  made  in  this 
matter.  It  is  very  well  known  that  the  route 
pursued  by  these  barrel  wagons  interferes  not 
in  any  degree  with  the  business  of  the 
teamsters  of  the  city.  I  have  heard  some  little 
objection  to  them,  but  not  much.  The  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  ou  my  left,  who  is  in  that 
line  of  business,  are  enough  to  convince  me  to 
vote  against  the  ordinance.  The  route  pursued  is 
through  Charles  and  Eliot  streets,  and  through 
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Kneeland  street,  directly  over  Mt.  Washington- 
avenue  Bridge  to  South  Boston.  It  is  a  small  in- 
dustry and  should  not  be  discriminated  against. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  other  interests  will  get 
proper  permits  from  the  authorities  to  exceed 
eight  feet  nine  inches. 

Mr.  Whitrnore — I  did  n't  intend  to  say  anything 
more  in  regard  to  the  main  question,  but  I  wish 
to  correct  a  mistake  made  by  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat.  Whatever  his  opinion 
may  be  about  this  small  industry,  I  think  he  will 
agree  with  me  that  Mr.  Ames  is  entitled  to  give  a 
more  authoritative  opinion.  Mr.  Ames  was  asked 
by  the  committee  whether  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance  would  break  up  his  business.  It 
was  unfortunately  stated  by  an  Alderman 
in  the  other  branch  that  the  effect  of 
this  would  be  to  drive  this  business  to  South 
Boston,  nearer  where  the  customers  are.  Mr. 
Ames  stated  emphatically  that  it  would  not  have 
the  effect  to  break  up  the  business.  The  sugar 
refiners— and  I  venture  to  speak  of  them,  having 
been  one  ten  years  myself— don't  conduct  their 
business  to  foster  any  small  industry.  They  buy 
barrels  where  they  can  buy  cheapest.  If  it  is 
better  to  buy  flour  barrels,  as  it  was  in  my 
time,  they  do  so.  The  manufacturer  can  get  for 
his  barreis  whatever  price  it  will  cost  the  refiners 
to  import  them  from  anywhere  else.  It  was  the 
evidence  of  the  manufacturer  that  it  was  not  go- 
ing to  break  up  his  business,  and,  except  on  some 
pending  contracts,  he  would  not  lose  a  cent.  It 
has  been  attempted  to  say  this  was  a  blow  at 
the  sugar-refining  interest  of  Boston.  I  have  al- 
ready shown  that  an  additional  cost  of  one  cent  a 
barrel  is  too  small  to  affect  the  business.  I  think 
I  have  shown  that  neither  the  user  nor  the  manu- 
facturer of  the  barrels  is  going  to  be  taxed.  The 
present  system  is  simply  a  saving  of  one  extra 
teamster  a  day  in  the  transportation,  and  the 
■change  will  not  affect  the  great  sugar  interest  of 
the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Williams  ot  Ward  11 — I  should  like  to  state 
to  the  Council  what  I  have  seen  myself.  I 
watched  these  barrel  wagons  coming  through 
Charles  street  many  times  last  year.  They  touch 
the  trees  on  both  sides  of  the  street,  breaking  off 
branches.  If  you  walk  along  beside  them  you 
will  see  teams  in  front  turning  oft  on  to  side 
streets  to  avoid  them.  Every  little  while  I  have 
noticed  people  get  out  of  their  carriages  and 
wagons  to  hold  their  horses  by  their  heads 
until  the  teams  go  by.  People  living  on 
Charles  street,  who  keep  teams,  cannot  leave 
their  horses  in  front  of  their  houses,  on  account 
of  the  danger  of  their  being  frightened  by  these 
wagons.  We  do  not  allow  horse  cars  to  run 
dummy  engines  in  the  streets  because  they  are 
supposed  to  frighten  horses,  and  I  don't  see  any 
reason  why  we  should  allow  this  nuisance  of  bar- 
rel wagons  in  the  streets,  when  it  makes  the 
streets  unsafe.  I  think  it  has  been  clearly  shown 
there  will  be  no  great  loss  of  business  from  the 
passage  of  this  ordinance. 

Mr.Lauten — I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
how  it  is  about  the  locomotives  running  all  day 
on  Atlantic  avenue  and  Federal  street. 

Mr.  Williams— I  don't  think  locomotives  should 
be  allowed  on  streets  where  there  is  much  driv- 
ing. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— Many  things  are  tolerated  that 
frighten  horses.  Horses  differ  in  their  natures. 
Some  are  very  nervous,  and  others  can  stand  a 
great  deal  in  the  appearance  of  objects 
on  the  street.  I  have  frequently  seen 
horses  on  Atlantic  avenue  and  Commercial 
street  frightened  by  the  passage  of  those 
locomotives,  and  it  was  as  much  as  teamsters 
could  do  to  control  them.  I  have  seen  horses 
frightened  out  in  the  suburbs  by  the  sudden  ap- 
pearance of  a  funeral  procession.  Many  things 
in  the  city  frighten  horses  that  are  strange  qu  the 
streets. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  acknowledge  I  am 
somewhat  at  a  loss  about  saying  anything,  for  the 
reason  that  it  seems  to  me  the  ordinance  ought  to 
commend  itself  to  the  consideration  of  the  Coun- 
cil. We  simply  provide  that  no  team  and  no 
load  beyond  eight  feet  and  nine  inches  shall  be 
allowed  to  go  through  the  city  of  Boston  without 
permission  from  the  Superintendent  of  Wagon 
Licenses.  We  don't  say,  No  load  over  that  shall 
go;  but  we  say.  No  load  over  that  shall  go  without 
permission.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the  necessity  for 
it?  I  don't  propose  to  confine  myself  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  barrel  arrangement,  but  I  ask 
any  member  of  the  Council  to  consider  whether 
any  load,  which  is  at  least  a  foot  and  six  inches 


beyond  any  load  carried,  and  beyond  the 
width  of  any  team  in  the  city  cf  Bos- 
ton, today,  be  it  truck,  baggage  wagon, 
express  wagon,  or  anything  else,  should  be  al- 
lowed. We  have  allowed  six  inches  more  than 
the  width  of  any  load  carried  through  the  city  to- 
day If  I  am  wrong,  my  friend  over  opposite" will 
correct  me.  I  say  it  is  six  inches  beyond  the 
width  of  any  team  or  ordinary  load  carried 
through  the  city  of  Boston  today.  I  will  yield  to 
my  friend  from  Ward  5,  as  he  seems  anxious  to 
say  something.  I  say  it  is  simply— and  I  leave 
out  the  simply— six  inches  beyond*  the  width  of 
any  team  or  the  width  of  any  load  carried  through 
the  city  today.  Is  n't  that  so  ?  How  much  is  it  ? 
I  yield  to  my  friend  from  Ward  5. 

Mr.  Sibley— My  friend  is  a  lawyer,  and,  like  all 
lawyers,  whenever  it  is  possible,  he  works  in  his 
trade.  He  knows  there  are  tanks  and  other 
things  carried  through  the  city  measuring  over 
8  feet  9  inches— loads  of  hay,  ehairs,wool  and  fur- 
niture. He  can  find  all  those  heights,  if  he  will 
measure  the  top  of  the  cart  loads  that  go  to 
East  Boston. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  will  acknowledge  the  gentleman 
is  right,  but  I  need  to  say  this:  That  there  is  no 
team  ever  made  that  goes  through  the  city  of 
Boston  that  measures  over  eight  feet  three  inches 
in  the  axle. 

Mr.  Sibley — He  is  talking  of  the  team.  We  use 
teams  to  carry,  and  he  knows  the  load  is  the 
main  substance  that  goes  through  the  street.  The 
barrel  wagon  is  n't  the  thing.  It  is  the  load  of 
barrels  people  are  afraid  of. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— Will  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
tell  me  the  width  of  the  axle  on  a  barrel  wagon  ? 

Mr.  Bailey — It  is  about  seven  feet  six  inches. 
It  is  the  widest  axle  that  goes  through  the  streets 
of  Boston.  Now  I  am  willing  to  take  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  because  I 
invited  it.  It  is,  as  he  says.  Many  loads  go 
through  the  city  of  Boston,  nine  to  twelve  feet  in 
width,  and  the  axle  is  only  six  to  seven  feet.  In 
other  words— I  yield  to  the  gentleman,  am  I  right? 
Yes,  sir.  In  other  words,  the  load  overhangs  the 
axle  iy2  to  three  feet;  so  that  if  a  man  is 
driving  by  a  certain  load  of  lumber,  or  barrels,  or 
anything  else,  he  thinks  how  he  is  going  to  clear 
that  load;  and  if  he  goes  by  the  axle  he  will  find 
the  load  overhanging  him  two  or  three  feet,  and 
the  tap  of  his  buggy,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  will 
be  taken  off  when  he  thinks  it  is  going  past  that 
team.  That  is  exactly  the  condition  of  things. 
Now  I  ask  the  Council,  is  n't  it  fair,  right 
and  proper  to  establish  the  width  of 
loads  in  comparison  with  the  axle,  so  that 
if  a  man  is  driving  by  on  that  line,  he 
knows  if  he  allows  a  foot  and  a  half 
he  is  going  to  clear  every  single  load  that 
goes  through  the  city  of  Boston.  That  is  all.  It 
is  n't  barrel  wagons.  I  admit  that  the  barrel 
wagons  brought  this  question  before  the  commit- 
tee. But  when  we  come  to  examine  it,  we  found 
something  beyond  barrel  wagons  that  bore  upon 
this  question.  We  found  loads  of  lufnber,  iron 
and  other  things  going  through  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, while  the  axles  were  limited  to  61/,  or  seven 
feet— that  is  the  widest  axle  w  i  could  learn  of 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Streets— the  loads 
varied  from  six  to  ten  and  fifteen  feet.  We  said, 
if  that  is  the  case  it  is  time  to  establish  here  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  where  there  is  so  much  carting 
and  travel,  a  certain  relation  between  the  width 
of  the  load  and  the  axle.  We  said  if  there  is  no 
axle  wider  than  seven  feet  six  inches,  we  will 
put  three  inches  on  that,  and  call  it  seven  feet 
nine  inches.  Then  we  said,  if  the  widest  load  ever 
known,  so  far  as  our  Superintendent  of  Streets  is 
concerned,  is  eight  feet  six  inches,  we  will  call 
it  eight  feet  nine  inches,  and  then  we 
said  that  is  the  widest  load  that  ever 
should  be  carried  through  the  streets  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Wagon  Licenses.  Is  n't  that  fair  ?  We  simply 
state  that  no  wider  load  than  that  shall  be  carried 
without  permission  of  the  Inspector.  That  is 
where  we  stand.  Now,  I  submit  to  any  gentle- 
man in  this  Council  who  has  ever  gone  through 
the  city  of  Boston  in  a  horse  car,  and  had  topping 
over  him  a  load  of  lumber,  hay  or  barrel  wagons, 
if  this  is  not  right,  and  that  no  wider  load  should 
go  through  the  streets,  without  permission  from 
the  Superintendent?  We  don't  say  they  shall 
not.  Now,  suppose  a  tanner  out  at  Lexing- 
ton has  a  load  of  hay  ten  feet  wide.  That  is  ;ill 
right.  Go  to  the  Inspector  and  get  a  permit,  be- 
cause no  load  of  hay  ever  frightened  a  horse, 
But  if  a  load  of  barrels  comes  along,  stretching 
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out  fifteen  feet,  I  want  it  understood  that  if  bar- 
rels wagons— on  the  floor  they  measure  about 
six  feet,  and  on  the  top  fifteen  feet  across ;  from 
six  to  sixteen  feet,  more  than  double,  and  there 
they  overtop  passing  teams — we  say  that  if 
they  want  to  run  these  things  we  have  no 
objection,  but  we  want  them  to  obtain 
permission  of  the  Inspector  of  Wagon  Licenses 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  We  don't  cut  them  off, 
hut  say,  There  is  our  agent,  who  is  in  honor  and 
oath  bound  to  look  after  the  interest  of  this  city. 
We  say,  Go  to  him  and  see  if  what  you  have  to  car- 
ry is  against  the  good  policy  of  the  city  to  allow 
it  to  go  through.  Get  his*  permission,  and  you 
have  the  right  to  go  through.  We  don't  cut  them 
off.  We  simply  say,  Get  permission  of  our  agent  to 
carry  it  through,  and  if  you  get  his  permission 
you  are  all  right. 

Mr.  Lauten— There  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in 
what  the  gentleman  has  stated,  and  I  withdraw 
my  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  and  move  that  the 
report  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  with  a 
request  that  they  give  these  parties  who  petition 
tonight  a  hearing. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desired  to  have  the  motion 
withdrawn  before  this  debate  began;  but  as  the 
gentleman  would  not  withdraw  it,  I  now  object 
to  his  doing  so. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  recommit  with  instruc- 
tions to  give  a  public  hearing. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  the  Council  will  not  be 
led  astray  by  any  mistaken  idea  of  the  necessity 
for  giving  these  hearings.  On  the  contrary  I 
thinK  the  committee  have  heard  everything  that 
can  be  urged  in  behalf  of  these  wagons.  There 
was  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to 
shut  them  out.  On  the  other  hand  they  had  no 
evidence  to  present  except  the  fact  that 
it  was  very  convenient  and  profitable  to  run 
these  wagons.  They  did  n't  deny  a  fact  in  regard 
to  the  sizes  of  the  wagons  and  the  loads  they  car- 
ried. They  had  and  can  have  no  other  evidence 
to  present  in  regard  to  the  general  question  as  to 
whether  the  city  ought  to  regulate  the  size  of 
teams  going  through  the  streets.  Beyond  that 
they  are  not  entitled  to  a  hearing.  It  is  evident 
to  my  mind,  from-  all  the  hints  made,  tnat  they 
intend  to  stave  this  matter  off  until  after  the 
summer  adjournment.  It  seems  to  me  they 
have  acted  with  that  intent  all  the  way  through. 
They  paid  no  attention  to  the  wishes  of  the  City 
Government  in  the  past  year.  They  are  running 
them  openly  and  apparently  in  a  defiant  manner. 
I  hope  the  Council  will  remember  that  these  gen- 
tlemen come  here  with  a  petition  which  makes 
a  misstatement.  The  evidence  stands  here  on 
the  record  kept  by  the  clerk  that  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  after  that 
public  hearing  they  didn't  hear  of,  Mr.  Ames,  a 
barrel  manufacturer,  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  he  and  his  counsel  were  heard.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  a  principle  of  law  and  justice  that  if  a 
man  has  come  in  and  attended  a  second  hearing, 
he  is  bebaf red  from  the  claim  that  he  did  not  at- 
tend the  first  hearing.  He  has  had  all  the  hear- 
ing he  is  entitled  to.  I  believe  the  object  is  to 
send  this  back  to  the  committee  and 
keep  it  there  until  alter  the  summer 
vacation.  This  same  matter  of  a  public 
hearing  was  brought  up  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. It  has  been  pursued  and  lobbied  in  this 
Council,  and  gentlemen  have  attempted  to  per- 
suade gentlemen  to  vote  to  send  it  back  to  the 
committee.  I  believe  I  state  the  entire  wishes  of 
the  committee  when  I  say  there  is  no  reason  to 
imagine  that  any  fresh  evidence  will  be  pro- 
duced at  such  a  hearing.  The  object  of  the 
motion  is  delay,  and  tbe  object  of  de- 
lay is  to  allow  the  manufacturers  to  run 
their  barrel  wagons  all  summer  long  with- 
out having  the  ordinance  adopted.  The 
Council  will  remember  that  the  parties  have  thir- 
ty days  in  which  to  change  the  wagons.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that,  if  the  necessity  arises, 
the  inspector  would  allow  them  a  longer  time.  I 
hope  the  ordinance  will  take  its  second  reading 
at  the  next  meeting,  which  will  give  a  week  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — While  I  have  no  confi- 
dence in  referring  this  back  to  the  committee, 
and  believe  that  a  committee  convinced  against 
their  will  are  of  the  same  opinion  still,  I  would 
vote  for  anything  to  defeat  this  ordinance.  It  is 
a  baa  thing  to  pass.  They  talk  about  going  to  the 
Inspector  of  Licenses,  and  he  will  give  a  permit 
to  go  through  the  city  of  Boston.  Now,  it  affects 
not  only  the  barrel  wagons,  but  I  was  going  to 


say  one-half  of  the  teaming  of  Boston.  I  have 
been  in  a  position  to  notice  the  teaming  business 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Bailey — How  does  it  affect  one-half  the 
teaming  business  ? 

Mr.  Lovell—  From   my  observations  most  of  the 
loads  are  more  than  eight  feet  nine  inches. 
Mr.  Bailey— It  is  n't  so, 

Mr.  Lovell— It  would  take  all  the  clerks  in  City 
Hall  to  find  out  these  permits.  1  believe  there  is 
something  back  of  the  mere  interest  of  the  city 
of  Boston  in  this  matter.  Members  of  the 
committee  have  said  it  is  n't  the  barrel  wag- 
ons alone,  but  it  is  the  barrel  wagons 
alone.  That  is  what  it  is.  Any  other  goods 
can  be  carted  through  the  streets;  but  if  a  per- 
mit is  asked  for  the  barrel  racks,  it  will  not  be 
granted.  These  teams  have  carted  barrels  to  and 
from  my  place  many  years.  I  never  saw  them 
frighten  horses.  The  horses  on  these  driveways 
may  be  different  from  the  horses  in  other  parts  of 
the  city.  There  are  loads  of  wool  larger 
than  the  barrels,  or  as  large,  and  I  don't 
believe  this  hue  and  cry  would  have  been 
raised  but  for  the  barrel  racns.  I  think  there  is 
something  behind  it,  although  I  don't  know  what 
it  Is.    I  don't  believe  in  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  wish  to  correct  an  error  into 
which  some  of  my  friends  have  fallen.  The  only 
person  who  had  any  possible  claim  to  be  heard 
was  Mr.  Ames.  The  public  hearing  was  adver- 
tised. Mr.  Ames  claims  the  clerk  promised  to 
notify  him,  and  did  not  do  so.  One  or  two 
newspapers  mentioned  the  hearing  editorially. 
No  one  besides  Mr.  Ames  has  a  right  to  complain. 
The  notice  was  ample. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  rise  to  reply  to  a  few  remarks  of 
my  friend  from  Ward  1.  He  said  no  objections 
are  made  to  anything  except  barrel  wagons.  It  is 
true  the  barrel  wagons  were  the  origin  of  this  or- 
dinance, but  when  we  came  to  look  the  whole 
thing  in  the  face  and  see  where  we  stood, 
the  crowded  condition  of  the  streets,  the  number 
of  teams,  horse  cars,  drays  and  trucks,  etc.,  we 
instructed  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  find 
out  the  width  of  the  widest  team  or  vehicle  car- 
rying a  load  in  the  city,  and  it  was  eight  feet  six 
inches — except  the  barrel  wagons.  We  said,  "If 
that  is  the  case,  put  three  inches  on  that,  and  call 
it  eight  feet  nine  inches,  and  say  that  is  the 
widest  axle  or  load  that  shall  be  carried  through 
the  city  without  consent  of  the  officer  to  be  ap- 
pointed." 

Mr.  Lovell— Does  the  gentleman  mean  that  is 
the  widest  load  carted  through  the  city? 

Mr.  Bailey— It  is,  except  the  barrel  wagons. 

Mr.  Lovell — How  was  the  information  ob- 
tained ? 

Mr.  Bailey — From  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Mr.  Lovell— How  did  he  get  it  ? 

Mr.  Bailey — By  measurement.  If  that  is  the 
widest  load  is  n't  it  fair  to  say  that  anything 
wider  must  have  a  permit  from  the  duly  appoint- 
ed city  officer?  I  yield  to  my  friend  from  Ward  5; 
he  wants  to  ask  a  question.  That  is  the  evidence 
on  which  the  committee  founded  their  report. 
That  is  all.  We  don't  limit  it,  but  it  is  the  widest 
load  that  can  go  through  the  city  without  a  per- 
mit of  the  sworn  officer.  I  leave  it  to  this  Coun- 
cil to  say  if  it  is  not  as  fair  an  ordinance  as  was 
ever  presented. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  5,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

NEW  MEMBER  FROM  WARD  THREE. 

Mr.  Sibley  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
Matthew  Walsh,  member  elect  from  Ward  3,  vice 
Benjamin  Brintnall,  resigned. 

Mi.  Sibley  was  appointed  a  committee  to  con- 
duct Mr.  Walsh  to  the  City  Clerk  to  be  qualified, 
which  was  done,  and  Mr.  Walsh  took  his  seat  at 
the  Board. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  assume  the  taxes  for  the  current  year 
on  the  land  taken  from  D.  N.  Skillings  for  exten- 
tion  of  Newbury  street.    Passed  in   concurrence. 

Order  to  contract  for  rebuilding  a  portion  of 
Chelsea  Bridge  at  not  exceeding  $65,000. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  he  noticed  in  the  papers  that 
the  rebuilding  of  the  bridge  had  commenced,  and 
asked  whether  it  was  customary  to  begin  such 
work  before  the  appropriation  was  made. 

The  President  said  the  Bridge  Committee  was 
an  aldermanic  committee. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 
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Order  to  construct  a  vault  in  the  Mason-street 
building  for  trie  preservation  of  records,  etc.,  of 
the  School  Board,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $500. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

SOUTH  END  BBANCH  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  order  to  purchase  an  estate  on  West 
Springfield  street  and  fit  the  same  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  South  End  branch  of  the  Public 
Library,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $18,000,  was  con- 
sidered under  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  believe  there  is  a 
motion  to  reconsider,  which  comes  up  at  the 
same  time. 

The  President — There  was  a  notice  filed  of  in- 
tention to  make  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  order  was  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing, but  Mr.  Coe  has  already  moved  to  refer,  and 
that  will  take  precedence. 

Mr.  Parkman — I  overlooked  that.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  hope  that  motion  will 
riot  prevail.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil when  this  question  came  up,  a  vote 
was  forced  on  the  library  question,  and 
I  am  quite  certain  that  many  members  were  not 
fully  ureijared  to  vote  upon  the  subject,  i  hope 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  will  prevail  and 
that  time  will  be  given  for  a  fair  discussion  of 
this  question.  The  first  hearing  was  given  ac- 
cording to  the  vote  of  the  Council,  and  there  was 
a  large  interest  manifested  in  the  question.  The 
testimony  did  not  go  to  show  that  the  proposal 
to  remove  the  South  End  branch  originated  with 
the  citizens  of  the  South  End,  or  was  desired  by 
them.  On  the  contrary,  the  owners  of  the  land 
on  West  Springfield  street  were  represented  by 
counsel  who  conducted  the  hearing  of  that  side 
of  the  case  and  the  most  important  testimony 
was  given  by  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  who 
were  known  to  be  committed  in  favor  of  purchas- 
ing that  land.  The  majority  of  the  committee, 
by  their  second  report,  seem  to  give  more 
weight  to  the  desire  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Libary  to  try  an  experiment  with  larger  and  much 
more  expensive  quarters  in  a  new  location  than 
to  the  undoubted  desires  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  citizens  of  the  South  End,  as  expressed  by 
their  representatives  at  the  hearing  and  by  all 
the  South  End  members,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions. Now,  Mr.  President,  I  don't  believe  that 
the  South  Boston  members  would  be  satisfied  to 
have  any  measure  which  was  manifestly  for  the 
best  interests  of  their  section  voted  down  by  a 
majority  of  the  Council  at  the  suggestion  of  any 
board  oi"  commission,  and  I  believe  that  the  mem- 
bers from  the  Charlestown  and  other  districts  ex- 
pect consideration  for  their  local  claims  in  the 
same  manner  that  we  of  the  South  End  ask  fair 
consideration  in  this  matter.  As  to  the  accommo- 
dations offered  by  the  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion, they  otter  the  city  a  new  building  with  nearly 
three  times  as  much  floor  room  as  in  the  present 
quarters,  at  a  rental  to  be  fairly  determined.  The 
building  on  West  Springfield  street  may  have 
struck  some  members  of  the  Council  somewhat 
favorably,  as  compared  with  a  vacant  lot  of  land 
surrounded  by  a  high  fence,  which  always  looks 
smaller  than  when  built  upon;  but  the  larger 
amount  of  floor  room  on  Springfield  street  will 
not  cut  up  to  any  better  practical  ad.vanta.ge 
than  the  new  building,  and  there  is  no  question 
but  that  the  annual  expense  to  the  city  will  be 
greater  if  the  Springfield-street  estate  is  pur- 
chased and  renovated,  than  if  the  West  Newton 
street  estate  is  hired  for  a  term  of  years  at  a 
definite  rental.  It  will  cost  additional  for  heat- 
ing say  $100;  for  repairs  say  $200;  for  janitor  say 
$150;  for  cost  of  taxes  $225,— which,  added  to  in- 
terest at  6  per  cent,  on  the  alleged  cost  of  $18,000, 
say  $1080,  makes  about  $1750  as  the  annual  ex- 
pense of  a  building  on  Springfield  street.  When 
we  compare  with  this  the  rental  of  $1500  or  less, 
with  heating,  janitor,  repairs,  etc.,  thrown  in,  it 
is  very  evident  which  is  the  most  economical  for 
the  city. 

I  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  am  not  rep- 
resenting the  Mercantile  Library  Association  in 
this  matter,  but  the  citizens  and  schools  of  the 
South  End.  And  I  would  say  that  the  schools 
ought  to  receive  great  consideration  in  determin- 
ing this  matter.  If  it  is  found  to  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  citizens  not  to  hire  the  quarters 

Froposed  by  the  Mercantile  Library  Association, 
shall  advocate  any  location  near  by  the  present 
one  which  is  adapted   for  the  purpose  of  a  South 


End  branch,  and  I  assure  you  that  any  re- 
moval to  Springfield  street  or  any  other  in- 
convenient locality  will  be  stoutly  resisted 
by  those  most  interested  in  the  matter. 
At  the  hearings  there  were  present  Hon.  Charles 
L.  Flint,  Hon.  Charles  W.  Slack,  Master  Hyde 
and  William  H.  Baldwin,  who  spoke  especially  on 
the  subject  of  the  schools.  They  are  all  residents 
of  the  South  End,  and  in  addition  to  their  inter- 
ests as  citizens,  they  came  to  advocate  the  inter- 
ests of  the  schools.  The  Rice  Primary  ana  Gram- 
mar, the  English  High  and  Latin,  the  Franklin, 
and  the  Girls'  High  and  Normal  schools  are  all  at 
or  below  this  location,  and  there  is  no  question 
but  that  it  is  a  great  convenience  to  them.  In 
addition  to  that  the  master  and  many  of  the 
teachers  of  schools  above  West  Springfield  street 
signed  petitions  in  favor  of  the  present  location. 
These  petitions  were  signed  largely  by  citizens 
in  all  parts  of  the  South  End.  There 
was  a  very  large  number  of  signatures  of  well- 
known  citizens  on  West  Springfield  street,  West 
Chester  park  and  streets  above  the  West  Spring- 
field-street location.  They  were  satisfied  to  let 
well  enough  alone.  I  have  heard  no  demand  or 
request  from  Ward  19  or  that  section  of  the  city 
to  change  the  location  of  the  South  End 
branch  library.  It  originates  wholly  with 
the  trustees,  who  seem  to  desire  a  larger 
field  and  oppDrtunity  to  spread  out,  as 
you  might  say.  The  floor  room  in  the  chapel 
on  Springfield  street  is  no  doubt  a  little  larger 
than  is  now  provided  on  West  Newton  street,  but 
it  is  a  grave  question  whether  the  larger  floor 
room  there  can  be  cut  up  to  good  advantage.  I 
hope  this  motion  to  refer  will  not  prevail,  for  the 
reasons  which  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  Coe — I  am  very  glad  this  matter  was  re- 
committed and  a  public  hearing  given.  It  enabled 
the  committee  to  ascertain  two  or  three  things 
which  are  important  to  know.  When  it  was  up 
for  consideration  before,  it  was  stated  by  gentle- 
men representing  Wards  17  and  18  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  South  End  were  united  in  their  desire 
for  this  library  to  remain  where  it  is,  the  hear- 
ing developed  the  fact  that  the  people  of  the 
South  End  were  not  united,  that  there  is  much 
difference  of  opinion,  and  as  much  as  there  is 
over  many  other  matters  that  come  up  before  us 
where  people  are  honestly  divided.  About  as 
many  residents  of  the  South  End  testified  in 
favor  of  the  Springfield  site  as  there  were  in 
favor  of  the  Newton-street  site.  I  want  the 
Council  to  understand  that  those  who  advocated 
the  library  remaining  in  Newton  street,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  were  either  members  of  the 
Mercantile  Library  Association  or  residents  of 
Union  park  and  its  vicinity.  I  think  one  gentle- 
man resided  on  Springfield  street  and  another  on 
Columbus  avenue  who  favored  the  present  site. 
They  also  took  into  account  that  it  was  carrying 
it  farther  from  them,  and  did  not  take  into  ac- 
count that  it  was  going  nearer  some  one  else. 
The  hearing  gave  us  au  opportunity  to  study  the 
plans  of  the  building  proposed  by  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association.  They  are  here,  and  I  shall 
refer  to  them  hereafter.  At  the  hearing  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  17  took  pains  to  ask  one  or 
two  persons  whether  they  were  members  of  the 
Olivet  Church.  I  want  to  say  that  none  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  belong  to  the  Olivet 
Church,  neither  are  they  members  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Library  Association.  Perhaps  if  they  were 
members  of  the  association  their  views  might  be 
changed  and  they  might  favor  its  remaining  where 
it  is.  Not  being  members  of  either  the  association  or 
the  church,  we  claim  we  have  no  interest  in  lo- 
cating this  anywhere  except  where  it  will  benefit 
most  neople.  Before  the  hearing  we  knew  the 
present  quarters  were  entirely  inadequate.  The 
floor  contains  only  386  square  feet  for  the  stor- 
age and  delivery  of  books,  and  it  is  used  as  a 
waiting  room.  On  Saturdays  especially,  or  at  any 
time  when  there  is  a  large  attendance,  the  quar- 
ters are  entirely  inadequate  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  South  End.  Admitting 
that,  I  want  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
plans  furnished  by  the  association  propose  to 
give  for  the  storage  and  delivery  of  books  and 
waiting  room  only  1082  square  feet,  the  present 
quarters  being  ssn.  They  propose  to  give  us  only 
190  feet  more.  I  submit  whether  that  is 
adequate  for  the  South  End  branch.  At 
one  end  ot  the  room  it  is  18'..  feet  wide, 
and  is  made  narrower  in  consequenc'i'  ol  a  stair- 
case; is  twenty-four  feet  wide  at  the  other  end, 
and  about  fifty-four  feet  long,  with  windows  onlv 
.on  one  side  and  at  one  end,  and  a  blank  wall  on 
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one  side,  so  that  the  opportunities  for  ventilation 
and  air  through  the  room,  when  the  sun  is  on  the 
south  side,  are  very  meagre,  and  they  have  no 
opportunity  to  take  fresh  air  from  the  cool  side. 
That  is  the  delivery  room  down  stairs.  The  ob- 
jection to  the  room* they  propose  up  stairs  is  that 
it  makes  necessary  the  attendance  of  two  more 
persons  at  a  cost  of  §800  a  year.  That  is  partially 
offset  by  the  amount  to  be  expended  for  coal  and 
janitor  at  the  Springfield-street  site:  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  17  has  spoken  of  the  petitions 
signed  by  seven  or  eight  hundred  individuals  from 
the  South  End.  I  suppose  there  are  many  thou- 
sand people  in  the  South  End  wards.  These  peti- 
tions were  sent  around  and  men  and  women  signed 
them.  I  want  to  read  the  heading  of  the  peti- 
tions so  that  the  Council  can  judge  whether 
the  plans  submitted  by  the  association  have  met 
the  case: 

"The  undersigned  residents  of  the  South  End 
respectfully  protest  against  the  removal  of  the 
South  End  branch  of  the  Public  Library  to  West 
Springfisld  street,  and  we  pray  that  it  may  be  re- 
tained at  the  present  site  on  West  Newton  street 
as  being  the  most  convenient  location  for  its 
patrons,  it  being  understood  that  new  and  en- 
larged accommodations  are  to  be  furnished  in  a 
new  building  to  be  erected  for  its  use." 

I  want  the  Council  to  pay  particular  attention 
to  the  last  clause  and  consider  wliether  1082  feet 
for  a  delivery  room  is  sufficiently  enlarged  ac- 
commodations over  886  feet.  1  submit  that 
those  petitions  were  signed  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  accommodations  were 
to  be  much  larger  than  the  association  pro- 
pose to  give.  Contrast  that  with  the 
Springfield-street  site  which  many  members  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  view.  Those  who  have 
seen  it  require  very  little  to  be  said  in  recom- 
mending it.  It  is  situated  so  that  light  is  acces- 
sible at  all  times,  and  the  best  possible  light  for 
a  reading  room.  It  can  be  bought  for  $15,000, 
which  everybody  knows  is  a  fair  value,  and  it  can 
be  fitted  up  for  $3000,  making  $18,000.  The  inter- 
est on  which  at  six  per  cent,  is  $1080.  The  city 
can  borrow  all  it  wants  at  four  per  cent.,  but  as 
the  money  comes  from  the  taxpayers,  it  is  worth 
six  to  them.  The  association  say  they  are  willing 
to  put  the  rental  at  a  fair  price.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  their  first  thought  was  for  $1700 
on  a  ten-year  lease.  When  this  matter  was  un- 
der discussion  before,  I  stated  that  the  associa- 
tion came  down  in  their  terms  to  $1500  and  a  five- 
year  lease.  I  am  told  by  an  officer  of  the  associa- 
tion that  that  was  voluntary,  before  they  knew 
the  Springfield-street  location  was  talked  of.  I 
say  this  to  exonerate  them,  because  if  this  prop- 
osition is  adopted  I  want  it  carried  on  its  merits. 
Now  as  to  the  cost  of  running  the  two  buildings. 
The  trustees  state  that  the  additional  expense  of 
the  Newton-street  site  is  $800  a  year  for  messen- 
gers for  the  two  rooms.  To  offset  that  will  be  the 
cost  of  heating  and  janitor  in  the  Springfield- 
street  site,  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17 
sets  at  $150.  The  repairs  will  be  trifling.  The 
difference  is  at  least  $400  a  year  in  favor  of  the 
Springfield-street  site.  That  would  leave  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Newton-street  site  remaining  at  $1900 
and  the  expense  of  the  other  site  at  $1100.  By  mak- 
ing the  change  we  save  $800  a  year.  An- 
other point  was  developed  at  the  hearing, 
that  if  this  building  was  erected  by  the 
association  it  would  injure  the  value  of 
property  on  the  north  side  of  it.  That  was 
admitted  by  Mr.  Pope,  who  exhibited  the  plans. 
A  gentleman  who  resided  there  said  it  would 
damage  his  property  $3000.  Of  course,  that  is  his 
estimate.  Members  of  the  Council  can  give  it 
whatever  weight  they  please;  but  it  is  true  that 
the  property  will  be  damaged.  Now  as  to  the  lo- 
cation. A  good  deal  has  been  said  about  moving 
this  library  four  blocks.  I  wish  to  state  that  an 
account  was  kept  for  sixteen  days  where  the 
books  were  taken  from,  and  it  was  found  that 
of  5000  people,  3225  resided  south  of  Newton 
street,  and  2375  north  of  it,  showing  that  about 
sixty  per  cent,  resided  south  of  the  present  loca- 
tion. If  this  was  moved  up  to  Springfield  street, 
possibly  those  figurfs  would  be  reversed,  and 
sixty  per  cent,  would  be  north  and  forty  south. 
But  it  shows  that  the  centre  of  population  is 
somewhere  between  those  two  points.  Residents 
of  Ward  19  who  testified  in  favor  of  removal 
showed  that  in  Kendall,  Hammond,  and  other 
streets  in  that  section,  a  very  large  number  will 
come  down  and  patronize  the  library. 

Mr.  Coe's  time  having  expired,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23,  the  rule  was  suspended. 


Mr.  Coe— I  thank  my  colleague  and  the  Council 

Mr.  Parkman  of3Ward"9— I  rise  to  a  point  of  or. 
der.  I  suggest  that  the  question  is  on  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  gentleman 
has  been  talking  on  the  merits  of  the  question. 

The  President— The  debate  will  be  confined  to 
rea  sons  for  commitment  to  the  Finance  Committee 

Mr.Coe — The  gentleman  who  preceded  me  was  al- 
lowed to  give  reasons  affecting  the  main  question. 

The  President— The  gentleman  understands  that 
the  Chair  has  allowed  it  because  no  objection  was 
made. 

Mr.  Coe — Does  the  gentleman  withdraw  his 
point  of  order  ? 

Mr.  Parkman — I  have  made  no  motion  I  wish  to 
withdraw. 

Mr.  Coe— Do  I  understand  I  am  not  allowed  to 
go  on  and  discuss  the  main  question  ? 

The  President— Objection  having  been  made,  the 
Chair  will  be  obliged  to  enforce  the  rule  that  de- 
bate on  the  main  question  will  not  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Coe — I  wish  to  inquire  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  withdraws  his  objection. 

Mr.  Parkman— 1  do  not,  Mr.  President. 

Mr.  Coe — Mr.  President,  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Child— May  I  ask  what  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  ? 

The  President— The  passage  of  the  order. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Child,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Donahoe  was  excused  from  voting,  having 
paired  with  Mr.  Hosley. 

Mr.  Coe  was  excused  from  voting, having  paired 
with  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18. 

The  order  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee was  passed— yeas  34,  nays  21: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Blakemore,  Brinibe- 
com,  Brown,  Christal,  H.  Olapp,  Cronin,  De- 
vine,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Fitzpatrick,  Green- 
ough,  Hancock,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Kendricken,  Lau- 
ten,  Maguire,  McNamara, Murphy,  O'Dowd, Pratt, 
Rogers,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Swift,  Viles, 
Ward,  Welch,  Wharton,  Whitinore,  Williams, 
Walsh,  Hagar— 34. 

Nays — Messrs.  Austin,  Barry,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Child,  Devlin,  Farweil,  Folan,  Freeman,  Hart, 
Lovell,  Morrison,  Parkman,  Perkins,  Plimpton, 
H.  N.  Sawyer,  Sibley,  Taylor,  Tucker,  Wheeler, 
Wyinan— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bailey,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Coe,  Denney,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Donahoe, 
Fisher,  Hosley,  Howard,  Kidney,  Lane,  McLaugh- 
lin, Nason,  Pray,  N.  Sawyer,  Sweetser— 16. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

The  annual  report  (City  Doc.  66)  of  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions  was  received  and  sent  up. 
liecapitulation    of    Expenditures. 

House  of  Industry $158,301.51 

House  of  Correction 79,223.94 

Lunatic  Hospital 44,999.42 

Mar cella-street  Home..  ~. .  24,704.75 

Almshouse,  Austin  Farm 13,249.48 

Almshouse,  Charlestown  District 6,428.64 

Pauper  expenses 82,011.50 

Steamer  JT  Putnam  Bradlee ...      13,610.34 

Office  expenses 7 ,059.79 

8429,589.37 


Items  of  Expenditures  for  House  of  Industry, 
House  of  Correction,  Lunatic  Hospital,  Marcel- 
la-street  Home,  Almshouse  (Austin  Farm),  and 
Almshouse(Charlestotvn  District)  classified: 

Subsistence $125,833.99 

Salaries 73,112.12 

Clothing  and  bedding 37,389.12 

Fuel  and  lights 22,406.49 

Repairs  and  alterations 18,933.33 

Furniture  and  utensils 6,447.72 

Labor  and  contract  account 10,182.12 

Agricultural  department 9,897.51 

Waterrates 5,547.52 

Medical  department 7,737.87 

Soap  and  soap  stock 2,554.60 

School  books,  printing  and  stationery 1,929.35 

Miscellaneous 4,936.00 

S326.907.74 


House  of  Industry §158,301.51 

House  of  Correction 79,223.94 

Lunatic  Hospital 44,999.42 

Marcella-strtet  Home 24,704.75 

Almshouse,  Austin  Farm 13,249.48 

Almshouse,  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict         6,428.64 

8326,907.74 
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The  income  of  tlie  several  institutions,  pauper 
expenses,  steamboat,  and  stone-cutting  depart- 
ment for  the  financial  year  1879-80  has  been  as 
follows,  viz. : 

House  of  Correction 847 ,698.95 

House  of  Industry 11,525.82 

Lunatic  Hospital 4,606.99 

Pauper  expenses 1,242.36 

Almshouse,  Austin  Farm 1,588.66 

Almshouse,  Charlestown  District 514.13 

Stone  cutting  Department 5,892.05 

Steamboat 2,048.04 

Marcella-street  Home 93.53 

875,270.55 


This  sum  has  been  paid  into  the  city  treasury, 
and  is  §4411.28  less  than  the  amount  paid  in  dur- 
ing the  previous  year,  which  sum,  however,  in- 
cluded §6120  69  earned  at  House  of  Correction 
in  former  years.  Deducting  this  amount  to  ascer- 
tain the  actual  income  of  last  year,  the  excess  of 
earnings  of  the  past  over  the  previous  year 
amounts  to  $1709.41. 

The  sum  ol  §355.28  has  been  received  from  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  being  interest  on  the 
Mason  Fund  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of 
chaplain  at  Deer  Island,  which  amount  is  not 
included  in  the  comparison  of  income. 

Statement  showing  the  sources  from  which  the 
income  of  the  financial  year  1879-80  has  been  de- 
ived: 

House  of  Correction. 

Labor  of  prisoners §44,565.69 

Sale  of  rags,  junk  and  pork 2,311.89 

Gas  furnished  Lunatic  Hospital 821.37 

847,698.95 

Bouse  of  Industry. 

Labor  of  boys  in  printing  department g4.646.53 

Sales  of  farm  products 2,413.16 

Sales  of  pigs  and  pork 1,850.59 

Labor    discharging  cargoes  of  bricks  and 

coal 730.59 

Sales  of  junk,  bones  and  barrels 590.50 

Pasturage  at  "Winthrop  and  sales  of  grass 

and  hay 541.21 

Labor  of  prisoners  making  clothing 310.05 

Fr*/ui  State,  cities  and  towns  for  support 
of  persons  at  House  of  Industry  and  Alms- 
house          277 .09 

From  Health  Department  for  board  of  As- 
sistant Port  Physician 166.10 

811,525.82 


Lunatic  Hospital. 

Board  of  Patients 84,366.99 

Medical  attendance  at  House  of  Correction .        300.00 


84,666.99 


Pauper  Expenses. 

From  cities,  towns  and  individuals  for  sup- 
port ot  sundry  persons  in  various  State 
institutions 81,242.36 


Almshouse,  Austin  Farm. 

From  sales  of  farm  products,  and  supplies 
furnished  Marcella-street  Home 81,588.66 

Almshouse,  Charlestown  District. 

For  support  of  paupers  of  other  cities ,$312.00 

Sales  pork  and  junk 202.13 

8514.13 


Stone-Cutting   Debt. 
For   sales   of    finished   stone,  and    labor  of 


85.892.05 


Steamer  J.  Putnam  Bradlee. 

Rent  of  dock  to  Cochituate  Water  Board....  82.000.00 
Sales  old  iron 48.04 

82,048.04 


Marcella-street  Home. 
From  sales  of  old  junk 


893.55 


Actual  Running  Expenses  of  the  Institutions. 
Total 
Expenditures.      Income.     Actual  Cost. 

House  of  Indus- 
try  8158,301.51    $11,525.82    8146,775.69 

House  of  Cor- 
rection       79,223.94      47,698.95         31,524.99 

Lunatic  Hospi- 
tal       44,999.42         4,666.99         40,332.43 

Marcella-street 
Home 24,704.75  93.55         24,611.20 

Almshouse , 
Austin  Farm..       13,249.48         1,588.66         11,660.82 

Almshouse, 
Ch  a  r  1  estown 
District 6.428.64  514.13  5,914.51 

Pauper  E  x- 
penses 82,011.50        1,242.36         80,769.14 

Steamer  J. 
Putnam  Brad- 
lee        13,610.34       2,048.04         11,562.30 

Office  Expenses        7,059.79    7,059.79 

Totals 8*29,589.37    860,378.50    8360,210.87 


Running  Expenses,  1879-80. 

Total  expenditures 8429,589.37 

Income  from  institutions  and  steamboat.        69,378.50 

Actual  cost 


3,210.87 


Total  expenditures,  1878-79 8420,644.50 

1879-80 420,58:1.37 


855.19 


Actual  cost,  1878-79 8360,717.93 

"      1879-80 360,210.87 

Decrease  in  actual  cost,  1879-80 


8507.06 


The  expenditures  have  increased  and  decreased 
as  follows: 


House  of  Correction decreased 

Lunatic  Hospital " 

Almshouse,  Charlestown " 

Steamer  J.  Putnam  Bradlee. . . .         " 
Office  expenses " 


House  of  Industry     increased  84,884.83 
Marcella-street  Home        "  2,352.37 

Almshouse. Austin  Farm   "  2,938.81 

Pauper  expenses  "  4,832.08 


Total  decrease. 


85,420.32 

6,093.05 

1,595.20 

1,344.29 

610.42 

815,063.28 


815,008.09 
855.19 


The  expense  of  carrying  on  the  stone-cutting 
business  for  the  year  amounts  to  $8203.51. 

The  sum  of  §5892.05  has  been  received  from  the 
sales  of  finished  stone,  and  there  is  due  from  the 
Street  and  Sewer  departments  the  sum  of 
§1854.60.  The  income  derived,  together  with  the 
stock  now  on  hand,  amounting  to  §6178.66,  shows 
a  balance  of  §3021.81  to  the  credit  of  this  depart- 
ment, against  §1432.19  the  previous  year. 

The  cost  of  the  buildings  and  additions  for 
which  special  appropriations  were  made  is  as 
follows,  viz.: 

Brick  extension,  House  of  Industry 815,989.90 

Addition  to  building,  Austin  Farm 14,998  99 

Rebuilding  steamboat  wharf.  Deer  Island. .     6,852.38 
Barn  at  Austin  Farm ; 2,348  99 


840,190.26 


The  new  buildings  at  Marcella-street  Home 
now  in  course  of  construction,  and  the 
payments  made  thus  far  on  this  account, 
amount  to 836,860.58 

The  whole  number  of  inmates  remaining 
several  institutions  on  the  30th  of  April,  18 
1880,  was  as  follows: 

1879. 


in  the 
79  and 


House  of  Correction.   ...  540 

House  of  Industry 556 

Almshouse.     Deer     and 

Ralnsfurd  islands 417 

Almshouse,  Austin  Farm.  123 

Marcella-street  Home....  203 

Almshouse.  Charlestown  94 
House  of  Reformation— 

,  Boys 161 

House  of  Reformation- 
Girls 27 

Truant  School,  Deer  Isl- 
and   171 

Lunatic  Hospital 200 


1880. 
456 
679 

437 

15S 

218 

39 

112 


148 
172 


Totals 2,492        2,441 


Inc. 

123 

20 
35 
15 


19:; 


Dec. 
84 


55 

49 

5 

23 

28 

244 
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The  following  table  shows  the  average  expendi- 
ture for  each  inmate  of  the  several  institutions 
during  the  year,  and  the  actual  cost  of  the  same 
for  the  year  and  per  week: 

Total  Expenditure.    Actual  Cost. 
•-d  *"d  ^  ^d 

Cb  (0  <D  CD 

H  H  .  M.  H 

£  3  ^  3 

s  §  ^  a 

r      *  w 

House  of  Correction $160.39    $3.08    $63.81    $1.23 

House  of  Industry, 
Almshouses,  Deer  and 
Rains  ford  Islands, 
Houses  of  Reforma- 
tion and  Truant 
School,  Deer  Island...  114.38      2.19    106.13      2.04 

Lunatic  Hospital 269.45       5.18    241.51      4.64 

Marcella-street  Home..,  112.29  2.15  112.29  2.15 
Almshouse.Austin  Farm  97.42  1.87  85.74  1.65 
Almshouse.Charlestown  85.71  1.65  78.86  1.51 
Notwithstanding  the  considerable  increase  in 
the  price  of  nearly  all  the  commodities  necessary 
to  the  maintenance  and  supply  of  the  public  in- 
stitutions, the  expenditure  during  the  past  year, 
as  the  preceding  tables  show,  has  not  increased. 
The  total  expenditure  has  been  §55.19  less,  and 
the  actual  cost  $507.06  less  than  the  same  items  in 
the  former  year.  While  the  amount  of  this  de- 
crease is  very  slight,  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  cause 
for  congralulation,  and  indicates  careful  supervi- 
sion over  the  expenditures.  The  average  num- 
ber of  inmates  in  the  city  institutions  has  been 
2480,  or  sixty-three  less  than  the  average  number 
maintained  the  year  previous;  but  this  decrease 
has  been  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  in- 
creased number  of  city  patients  supported  in  the 
State  Lunatic  Hospitals. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  TOOK. 

The  annual  report  (City  Doc.  81)  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  was  received  and  sent  up. 

The  applicants  for  relief  have  been  less  numer- 
ous the  past  year  than  for  many  years  before. 
Few,  and  we  think  not  one,  with  reason,  went  un- 
satisfied away.  The  total  number  of  families 
aided,  4586,  is  1041  less  than  in  1878-79, 1305  less 
than  in  1877-78,  and  2327  less  than  in  1876-77.  Of 
those  relieved,  chargeable  to  Boston,  there  were, 
however,  425  more  this  year  than  the  last,  from 
which  may  be  gathered  the  operation,  in  some 
measure,  of  the  recent  changes  in  the  laws  of  set- 
tlement. 

Eight  hundred  and  thirty-two  new  registration 
papers  were  filed,  making  the  present  aggregate 
on  our  files  and  books  19,862.  These  tiles,  easily 
accessible  to  the  public,  and  especially  to  those 
engaged  in  charitable  work,  with  their  excellent 
index,  afford  information  of  the  character  and 
history  of  all  applicants  for  municipal  aid  for  the 
last  sixteen  years.  They  are  much  used,  and 
might  be  to  a  greater  extent  to  advantage  in  as- 
certaining when  anc?  how  much  to  bestow. 

Twelve  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twelve 
visits  have  been  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
board,  exclusive  of  medical  attendance  by  its 
physicians. 

Three  hundred  and  nine  families  chargeable  to 
Boston  have  been  relieved  in  seventy-one  other 
cities  and  towns  of  the  State,  and  the  expense  in- 
curred reimbursed  by  us  to  the  overseers  of  these 
several  places. 

Five  hundred  and  one  families  have  been  aided 
by  us  here  on  account  of  other  cities  and  towns 
to  which  they  belong. 

Our  appropriation  for  1879-80  was $118,000.00 

Special  appropriation  for  changes  at  the 

Lodge 2,00000 

$120,000.00 
Amount  of  our  drafts  and  requisitions 104,007.49 

Balai  ce  to  our  credit,  April  30,  1880 $15,992.51 

Disbursed  from  City  Appropriations $106,147.38 

From  income  of  Trust  Funds 2  (,672.16 

Total 8127.819.53 

We  have  received  from  other  cities  and  towns 
for  disbursements  made  on  account  ef  their  poor 
residing  here,  from  occupants  of  Charity  Build- 
ing for  heating,  and  from  sundry  sources  for 
burials,  $24,G18.93,which  deducted  from  amount  of 
City  Appropriation  expended,  $106,147,.38,  leaves 
$81,528.45  as  the  net  charge  to  the  city  for  this  de- 
partment. 

The  pensioners  and  beneficiaries  on  the  Trust 
Funds  now  number  287,  a  reduction  from  last 
year  of  52,  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  change  of 
settlement  of  many  on  the  list  in  consequence  of 
their  residence  five  years  in  other  places  or  va- 


cancies by  death.  A  portion  of  the  income  of  the 
Boylston  Education  Fund  has  been  for  some  years 
applied  to  the  education  and  support  of  youth 
coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  bequest  at 
the  Farm  School  on  Thompson's  Island.  The 
present  number  of  boys  so  maintained  is  twenty. 

The  income  of  the  Lucy  Bullman  Fund  has  been 
appropriated  toward  the  temporary  relief  of  per- 
sons who  have  seen  better  days  and  come  to  want, 
for  whom  no  other  adequate  provision  is  available. 
Twenty-two  persons  have  been  aided  from  this 
source. 

We  should  do  injustice  to  what  we  conceive 
our  official  obligations  if  we  confined  our  reports 
to  the  amounts  we  have  disbursed  or  numbers  re- 
lieved. We  are  favorably  placed  to  observe  what 
causes  or  aggravates  poverty,  and  where 
our  experience  can  be  of  uss  to  the  public,  it 
shoufd  not  be  withheld.  Important  improve- 
ments are  often  proposed  in  the  care  of  the  poo  r, 
reforms  in  those  methods  of  relief  that  tend  to 
foster  pauperism  rather  than  go  it  away,  and 
their  adoption  depends  upon  the  subject  being 
well  understood.  The  questions  involved  are 
complicated,  and  the  responsibility,  where  mis- 
take is  of  such  serious  consequences,  not  iight  in 
undertaking  to  solve  them;  but  by  comparison  of 
different  views  and  discussion  ever  open  to  con- 
viction, whatever  is  entitled  to  weight  will  be 
considered,  and  whatever  is  most  sensible  pre- 
vail. 

The  labor  test,  of  late  years  more  rigorously  ap- 
plied, requiring  adults  unemployed  to  labor  two 
days  iu  the  woodyard  for  two  dollars'  worth  of 
groceries  for  the  family  support,  works  well  and 
has  very  considerably  reduced  the  number  of  ap- 
plicants for  aid.  In  extreme  cases,  where  the  idle 
by  their  example  pauperize  others,  and  come 
within  its  provisions,  the  vagrant  act  is  enforced. 
Recourse,  however,  is  rarely  had  to  such  harsh 
measures,  and  gentler  methods  taken  for  reform. 
An  invitation  to  come  before  the  committee  and 
explain,  often  answers  every  purpose.  Four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  persons  worked  2321  days, 
receiving  one  dollar  a  day  in  groceries;  seventy- 
seven,  who  were  requested  to  work,  declined,  and 
in  several  instances  their  working  was  made  a 
condition  on  which  their  families  were  to  have 
assistance.  A  few  considered  such  employment 
as  was  proposed  derogatory,  and  a  part  did  not 
know  how  to  do  what  was  required,  not  having 
been  instructed  in  the  simplest  tasks. 

Some  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  inability 
to  find  employment  from  want  of  instruction  in- 
dispensable to  earning  a  livelihood.  The  rudi- 
ments of  education  which  all  learn  at  school  are 
invaluable,  but  the  pursuits  for  which  they  are 
the  only  qualifications  needed  are  overcrowded, 
and  consequently  unremunerative. 

The  income  of  the  Sears,  Boylston,  and  Pem- 
berton  funds,  amounting  to  $23,000,  is  distributed 
among  nearly  300  pensioners,  generally  females, 
some  of  whom  have  been  on  the  list  over  twenty 
years.  Some  few  who  had  long  resided  in  other 
States  without  intention  of  returning  have  been 
left  off,  no  longer  coming  within  the  definitions 
of  the  trusts  as  belonging  to  Boston.  A  few  more 
whose  condition  had  improved  were  suspended, 
but  not  without  some  difference  of  opinion  in  the 
Board  where  their  little  accumulations  were  due 
to  their  own  self-denial  in  order  to  guard  against 
vicissitudes  in  the  future.  The  recent  change  in 
the  settlement  law  compelled  us  to  drop  thirty  or 
forty  persons  who  were  residents  of  Boston  when 
admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  trusts,  and  here 
had  their  settlements,  but  who,  for  the  sake 
of  economy,  or  to  be  with  friends  or  kin- 
dred, had  removed  to  other  places  in  the  State, 
and  there  acquired  a  new  settlement  by  rive  years' 
continued  residence  without  receiving  pauper  re- 
lief. Many  who  were  not  aware  of  the  law  were 
in  sad  consternation  at  being  deprived  of  what 
they  had  counted  upon  so  long  as  they  lived.  In- 
dulgence was  shown  by  continuing  their  stipends 
for  a  brief  period.  But  as  there  were  residents 
here  who  had  stronger  claims  to  be  considered, 
there  seemed  no  remedy.  The  pensioners  dropped 
had  acquired  claims  on  the  towns  they  had  select- 
ed for  their  home,  and  fifty  dollars,  the  amount  of 
the  lost  pension,  was  less  than  what  is  usually  al- 
lotted to  the  class  of  charges  to  which  they  be- 
long, persons  advanced  in  life,  destitute,  and  who 
had  been  once"well  off.  It  might  not  be  to  all  a 
matter  of  indifference  whether  the  money  re- 
ceived came  from  trusts  or  the  public  treasury. 
In  some  places  it  would  be  attended  by  a  publici- 
ty which  we  seek  to  save  our  own  poor,  in  hav- 
ing their  names  printed  in  the  annual  report,  but 
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under  our  instructions  no  other  course  was  left 
us  but  to  discontinue  their  stipends  when  other 
places  were  under  obligation  to  provide  for  them. 

Occasional  instances  like  this  of  hardship  aris- 
ing out  of  our  settlement  laws  have  led  at  times 
to  an  impression  that  they  should  be  abolished, 
and  each  city  or  town  relieve  all  the  destitute 
within  its  precincts.  It  is  argued  that  since  our 
poorer  population  has  become  so  fluctuating  it 
would  be  economy  to  abandon  what  entails  ex- 
pense to  no  good  purpose.  Our  present  lim- 
its do  not  admit  of  discussing  so  com- 
plicated a  question,  but  being  all  of  a 
mind  that  any  such  change  would  be  in 
many  ways  prejudicial  to  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  State,  cities  and  towns,  rich  and  poor, 
we  trust  it  will  never  be  attempted  without  due 
consideration.  One  original  object  of  these  laws, 
in  force  since  the  sixteenth  century  in  the  mother 
country,  and  brought  over  by  the  earliest  colo- 
nists to  these  shores,  was  to  make  It  incumbent 
on  parents  and  kinsfolk,  town  and  village,  to 
train  the  young  to  lucrative  pursuits  and  prudent 
habits,  that  they  might  earn  their  own  living 
and  not  become  chargeable;  another  to  distrib- 
ute more  equally  the  burden  of  their  support  if 
they  did.  It  was  long  the  usage  of  our  fore- 
fathers to  warn  new  comers  out  of  town  to  pre- 
vent their  acquiring  by  residence  a  right  to  sup- 
port at  the  expense  of  the  inhabitants  who  had 
enough  to  do  to  support  their  own  families. 

Various  reasons  for  making  no  radical  change 
in  these  laws  of  settlement  have  been  publicly 
set  forth  in  a  recent  controversy  on  the  subject 
by  a  member  of  this  board  in  the  journal  report- 
ing the  proceedings  ot  the  City  Council.  We 
should  be  glad  to  be  consulted  whenever  changes 
are  proposed  in  these  laws,  having  had  our  share 
of  experience  as  to  their  operation.  We  do  not 
pretend  that  the  questions  arising  under  them 
are  not  often  perplexing.  The  decisions  of  our 
courts  during  the  past  year  that  have  come  to 
our  knowledge  exemplify  the  intricacies  involved 
in  their  solution.  But  they  are  not  more  difficult 
of  comprehension  to  those  who  have  not  made 
these  laws  a  study  than  is  the  case  with  other 
branches  of  jurisprudence.  The  decisions  will 
be  found  in  the  appendix. 

Our  statistical  tables  still  prove  the  wisdom  of 
the  city  in  establishing  the  Lodge  for  Wayfarers. 
The  general  prosperity  of  the  country  and  abun- 
dance of  work  have  diminished  the  number  left 
without  home  or  money  to  seek  shelter  beneath 
its  roof;  but  still  an  average  of  over  forty  a  night 
— 14,648  for  the  last  twelve  months— affords  some 
criterion  of  its  usefulness.  The  crowds  that 
thronged  for  years  the  station  houses,  disturb- 
ing their  discipline,  tainting  their  atmosphere, 
and  interfering  with  the  more  legitimate  duties 
of  the  department,  have  disappeared.  Tramps 
who  shirk  work  no  longer  infest  our  streets  by 
day  or  night,  and  to  judge  by  the  account  given 
of 'himself  by  each  applicant  at  the  lodge  room 
upon  his  admission,  they  are  for  the  most  part 
persons  seeking  honestly  for  employment.  By  the 
assistance  of  the  Industrial  Aid  opposite,  they 
are  in  the  best  way  of  finding  it  by  testifying 
their  readiness  to  earl)  their  own  living  by  per- 
forming with  diligence  and  in  good  temper  the 
easy  and  healthful  tasks  assigned  them.  Thor- 
oughly cleansed  and  well  nourished,  they  are 
much  more  likely  to  find  what  they  want — 
good  places  and  fair  pay— than  if  they  presented 
themselves  on  the  labor  market  in  a  worn  and 
tattered  condition.  Occasionally  their  clothing 
is  utterly  ragged,  and  we  would  suggest  to  the 
kindly  disposed  to  imitate  some  examples  already 
set  them,  and  send  to  the  Lodge,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  wayfarer,  either  new,  strong,  cheap  gar- 
ments, or  such  still  serviceable  clothing  as  they 
have  no  longer  any  use  for  themselves.  Tho  cost 
of  the  Lodge,  partly  defrayed  by  their  work,  is 
not  great;  their  numbers  are  not  so  considerable 
as  to  interfere  with  our  own  labor,  and  our  citi- 
zens at  their  dwellings  or  in  the  streets  are  no 
longer  disturbed  by  them. 

The  arrangement  made  in  the  autumn  for  de- 
stroying the  vermin  by  subjecting  the  garments 
of  the  wayfarer  to  superheated  steam  in  a  tank 
has  answered  expectation.  Twenty  minutes'  ex- 
posure to  the  heat  kills  all  animal  life  to  its  very 
spores,  and  an  hour  in  the  adjacent  drying  room 
removes  every  particle  of  moisture.  The  state- 
ment given  elsewhere  of  the  cost  may  be  of  use  to 
other  cities  disposed  to  try  our  methods.  It  is  a 
hardship  in  our  worst  weather  to  cut  wood  in  the 
open  air,  and  a  shed  would,  besides,  protect  the 
fuel    from  wet.     Such  a  one  as  we  would   like 


would  cost  a  few  hundred  dollars,  but  in  the 
present  pressure  on  the  treasury  we  are  reluctant 
to  ask  for  it.  Appended  is  a  statement  of  the 
wood  bought,  cut  and  sold.  A  large  part 
of  it  is  used  in  the  public  buildings  and 
for  the  schoolhouses ,  and  we  hope  the 
present  favorable  balance  will  be  largely  in- 
creased in  future  years.  A  part  of  the  work  is 
done  by  our  own  settled  poor,  who,  for  two  days' 
work,  become  entitled  to  two  dollars'  worth  of 
groceries.  The  number  of  meals  given  at  the 
lodge,  36,984,  seems  excessive,  amounting  in  value, 
at  about  five  cents  each,  to  $1800.  This  included 
order-men,  wayfarers  and  such  persons  as  were 
formerly  sent  to  the  Home  for  their  food,  all  the 
males  now  being  fed  at  the  Lodge.  The  demand 
for  the  cut  wood  just  now  exceeds  the  supply. 
The  explanation  to  this  seems  reasonable,  that 
very  few  men  willing  to  work  are  out  of 
steady  employment.  In  summer,  competent 
men  are  rarely  idle.  Of  course  in  a  large  city, 
where  numbers  depend  for  subsistence  on  occa- 
sional jobs,  the  completion  of  such  works  as  the 
sewers  may  leave  many  for  a  time  without  wages 
and  their  families  in  distress. 

The  exterior  wood-work  of  the  Charity  Build- 
ing, after  ten  years,  needs  repainting,  and  this  is 
to  be  done  this  summer.  The  building  has  be- 
come, as  designed,  the  centre  of  charitable  effort 
in  Boston ;  where  the  poor  are  sure  of  the  con- 
sideration to  which  their  needs  entitle  them; 
where  the  benevolent  can  concert  and  carry  out 
their  plans  for  the  amelioration  of  their  con- 
dition; where  both  rich  and  poor  can  meet  and 
be  mutually  helpful— for  more  blessed  are  often 
those  that  give  than  those  that  receive. 

The  Temporary  Home  sheltered,  in  the  last 
twelve  months,  2011  women  and  children;  among 
them  were  237  lost  children,  who,  having  strayed 
away  from  their  natural  protectors  and  been  sent 
to  the  Home,  were  restored  to  their  parents.  Fe- 
male adults,  strangers,  or  if  belonging  to  Boston, 
without  other  refuge,  found  here  an  asylum 
while  waiting  to  hear  from  their  friends  or  seek- 
ing employment.  They  render  some  partial  equiv- 
alent for  their  maintenance  in  work  about  the 
house.  Foundlings  picked  up  on  doorsteps  and 
sent  from  the  stations,  or  brought  by  other  per- 
sons who  have  them  in  charge,  require  much 
care,  and  the  inmates  thus  often  make  them- 
selves useful.  Such  children,  if  not,  as  is  often 
the  case,  adopted  by  parents  who  have  lost  their 
own,  are  sent  to  Deer  Island,  Tewksbury,  the 
Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  or  boarded  out  by 
Dr.  Wheelwright  as  sick  poor,  when  they  come 
withiu  that  description  of  State  charges. 

We  have  lost  one  of  our  members  by  death 
during  the  year — Mr.  William  Gorman — who,  as 
one  of  the  committee  on  the  Lodge,  took  an  active 
part  in  its  organization  and  management.  Mr. 
Augustus  Parker,  one  of  the  commission  ap- 
poiuted  in  1876  to  consider  our  poor-law  adminis- 
tration, and  whose  term  of  service  as  overseer 
ended  in  April,  felt  constrained  by  other  duties 
to  decline  a  reelection. 

If  we  have  dwelt  at  greater  length  than  we 
ought  upon  subjects  connected  with  our  depart- 
ment, upon  which  the  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil have  little  to  learn,  and  to  which,  from  the 
multiplicity  of  their  responsibilities,  they  can 
give  but  little  attention,  it  will  be  remembered 
that  the  public  at  large,  and  especially  all  who 
are  engaged  in  similar  charitable  duties,  take  an 
interest  in  our  work.  The  overseers  ot  the  large 
cities  of  the  State  have  a  wide  field  for 
observation,  and  the  comparison  of  their  views  on 
what,  in  so  many  ways,  affects  the  whole  commu- 
nity, can  hardly  fail  to  be  at  least  suggestive. 
These  annual  reports  for  a  series  of  years  are  our 
best  guide  in  adapting  general  rules  to  what  is 
peculiar  in  the  condition  of  the  poor  under  our 
charge.  They  afford,  too,  fitting  occasion,  when- 
ever our  practice  or  policy  is  put  upon  the  de- 
fensive by  honest  criticism  or  laudable  desire  to 
reform  what  seems  susceptible  of  improvement, 
to  explain  what  is  not  understood. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
In  behalf  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Foor, 
Thomas  C.  A.aiory, 
Chairman. 

Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
year  ending  April  30,  1880: 

Jtcceipts. 

Cash  on  hand,  May  1, 1870 ,95,418.15 

Drafts  on  City  Treasurer,  anil 
requisitions  for  Temporary 
Home  and  Wayfarers'Lodge.  ;?104,007.49 
(lash  from  cities  and  towns.. .       12.GU4.53 
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Cash  from  occupants  of  Char- 
ity Building,  for  heating....  512.64 

Cash  from  Cornmonwealth.for 
relief,  §10,212.71;  burials, 
81133 11,345.71 

Cash  for  sundry  burials 154.05 

Aid  returned  by  paupers 5.05 

,9128,629.47 

Expenditures. 

Amount  paid  for  burials 82,530.36 

"  "  "  cities  and 
towns  for  relief  of  Boston 
poor 11,666.70 

Amount  paid  expenses  City 
Temporary  Home 5,849  42 

Amount  cash  paid  for  imme- 
diate relief  of  persons  hav- 
ing no  settlement 229.76 

Amount  paid  expenses  Haw- 
kins-st  Lodge  for  Wayfarers        7 ,346.09 

Amount  paid  for  improve- 
ments at  the  Lodge 1,811.98 

Amount  paid  pensions  and 
grants  at  office 19,665.84 

Amount  paid  for  fuel(1277Va 
tons  coal,  2b3/8  cords  wood, 
and  7  tons  coke ) 6,853.86 

Amount  paid  for 
groceries  and  ex- 
pense of  delivery.827 ,720.38 

Less  amount  re- 
ceived for  old 
barrels 343.11 

Net 27,377.27 

Amount  paid  salaries  of  treas- 
urer and  secretary 3,800.00 

Amount  paid  salaries  of  book- 
keeper and  clerks 4,100.00 

Amount  paid  salaries  of  visi- 
tors and  agents 7,757.00 

Amount  paid  office  expenses.  587.03 
"           "     transportation..            315.75 
"          "     Charity  Build- 
ing expenses 3,921.44 

Amount  paid  medical  attend- 
ance arid  medicine 2.334.8S 

8106,147.38 
Cash  paid  treasurer  of  city —  24,618.93 
Cash  balance,  April  30, 1880..        3,281.31 

8134,047.62  8134,047.62 


Statistics  of  the  Home. 
Admitted. 

American  females 415 

Foreign 912 

Children  under  12  years  of  age 675 

Births   9 

Total 2,011 

Child  adopted 1 

Lost  children  re3tored  to  their  parents  or  guar- 
dians      237 

Persons  furnished  with  employment 397 

Adults  sent  to  almshouses 93 

Children"    "  "  71 

Persons    "       their  friends 225 

Children  who  left  with  their  parents 251 

Deaths 6 

Eight  hundred  and  thirty  single  meals  fur- 
nished,the  Lodge  having  provided  tor  males  since 
June,  1879. 

Lodge  for  Wayfarers. 

Salaries 83,226.50 

Groceries  and  provisions 2,033.89 

Furniture,  bedding,  etc 490.82 

Fuel  and  gas 773.95 

Alterations  and  repairs 25178 

Cleaning 184.00 

Stationery  and  printing 140.70 

Wood  for  use  in  the  yard 108.00 

Bent  of  telephone 30.00 

Sundries '..         89.21 

Papers 17.24 

87,346.09 
Improvements 1,811,98 

89.158.07 
Statistics   of   the    Lodge,  May  1,  1879,   to   April 
30,  1880. 

Number  of  lodgers 14,648 

Single  meals  furnished 36,984 

Birthplace  of  Lodgers. 

Ameiica 6,944  I  British  Provinces...  .1,184 

England 1,656    Germany 149 

Scotland 377  I  Fiance 35 

Sweden.... 78  I  Denmark 9 

West  Indies 28    Other  countries 20 

Ireland 4,168  | 

Number  and  Description  of  Persons  aided  during 

the   Year  ending  April  30,  1880. 
1,056  having  tax  settlements  here,  aided  directly  from 
this  office,  or  by  agents  in  the  new  districts. 
231  having  military  settlements  here,  aided  directly 
from  this  office,  or  by  agents  In  the  new  dis- 
tricts. 


1,356  settlements  gained  by  women  by  residence  only, 

aided  here. 
128  having  tax  settlements  here,  aided  in  other  cit- 
ies and  towns  through  the  Overseers  of  the 

Poor  of  those  places. 
164  having  military  settlements  here,  aided  in  other 

cities  and  towns  through  the  Overseers  of  the 

Poor  of  those  places. 
17  wonien  settlements,  cases  aided  in  other  cities 

and  towns  through  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 

of  those  places. 

2,952  families  having  settlements  here. 
501  residing  here, having  settlements  inothercities 

and   towns    which   refund   amount  or   relief 

granted. 
712  unsettled  cases  aided  on  account  of  the  State. 
421  non-settlement  cases  temporarily  aided. 

4,586  families,  representing  15,286  persons. 
POLICE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  Police  Commission- 
ers lor  May  was  received  and  sent  up. 

WATER  WORKS. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  Water  Board 
lor  a  modification  of  the  order  authorizing  the 
use  of  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  new 
main  for  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  and  for  author- 
ity to  contract  for  materials.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Water.    Sent  up. 

RESIGNATION    OF  A  MEMBER. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  John  A.  Kidney  of  Ward 
6  was  received  and  accepted. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Sweeney  of  Ward  2— Managers  of  Citi- 
zens' Trade  Association  of  East  Boston,  for  suita- 
ble playgrounds  for  boys  in  that  district.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Common,  etc.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19— Monroe  &  Arnold, 
to  erect  a  wooden  building,  45  Everett  street, 
Ward  2.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Inspection  of 
Buildings.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— H.  P.  Kidder  & 
Co.,  for  the  use  of  the  standpipe  to  water  a  part 
of  the  road  at  Milton.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Water.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— Petitions  of  Annie  N. 
Baldwin  and  J.  E.  Pratt,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

■DECORATION  DAY. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Committee  on  Police,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  order  of  inquiry  concerning  the  action  of  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  on  the  order  rela- 
tive to  the  observance  of  Decoration  Day  by  the 
employes  of  the  city,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, beg  leave  to  report  as  follows:  Whatever 
was  contemplated  in  the  order  for  the  observ- 
ance of  Decoration  Day,  it  merely  provided  for 
the  closing  of  City  Hall  and  public  offices  at 
noon,  May  29,  and  that  all  employes  of  the  city 
whose  services  were  not  indispensable  should 
receive  a  holiday,  so  that  the  question 
whether  or  not  city  employes  were  allowed  to 
parade  on  that  day  should  not  be  discussed.  The 
Police  Commissioners  stated  to  the  committee 
that  under  a  proper  interpretation  of  the  order 
they  considered  the  services  of  the  police  indis- 
pensable on  that  day,  and  acted  accordingly,  and 
the  committee  believe  that  the  commissioners 
had  full  authority  to  decide  in  the  matter. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Ham 
and  others,  that  the  monument  on  the  Fort  lot, 
Roxbury,  be  enclosed  and  the  mound  sodded, 
respectfully  recommend  its  reference  to  the 
Water  Board,  inasmuch  as  it  appears  that  the 
grounds  referred  to  are  in  charge  of  that  board. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.    Sent  up. 

The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry 
Baldwin  and  others  that  the  city  purchase  and 
s"et-apart  as  a  public  square  the  triangular  lot  of 
land  betweeu  Rockland  street  and  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue,  Ward  25,  having  considered  the  subject, 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  purchase  of  B.  Prank  Ricker  and  George 
A.  Wilson,  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  square,  a 
triangular  lot  of  land  at  the  junction  of  Rockland 
street  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Brighton,  con- 
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taining  about  25,000  square  feet,  tor  the  sum  of 
fifty  cents  a  foot;  the  said  Ricker  and  Wilson  to 
be  allowed  to  remove  the  buildings  located  upon 
said  land,  and  the  city  to  assume  the  taxes 
upon  the  property  for  the  year  1880;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for 
the  purpose. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims  of  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petition  of  L.  ft.  Higgins  to  be  paid  for  dam- 
ages done  to  his  wagon  and  contents,  on  account 
of  alleged  carelessness  of  agents  of  the  city.  Ac- 
cepted.   Sent  up. 

REPORTS  CALLED   FOR. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  for  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  on  the  order  relative  to  a  com- 
mission upon  the  duplication  of  the  names  of 
streets. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  said  the  committee  had  not  had  a 
meeting  since  the  order  was  offered. 

Mr.  Whitmore  gave  notice  that  he  would  call 
for  a  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Donahoe  of  Ward  13  gave  notice  that  he 
should  call  for  a  report  in  two  weeks  upon  the 
order  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  D  street. 

Mr.  Folan  called  attention  to  the  order  offered 
in  March,  and  erroneously  credited  to  Mr.  Barry 
of  Ward  10,  in  relation  to  certain  nuisances  near 
Federal-street  Bridge,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
would  call  for  a  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

TAX    ASSUMED. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  2  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  as  an  additional  consideration  for 
the  land  to  be  purchased  of  the  receivers  of  the 
Mercantile  Savings  Institution,  on  Seventh  street, 
between  C  and  D  streets,  under  authority  of  an 
order  of  the  City  Council  passed  May  12, 1880,  the 
city  assume  the  taxes  assessed  upon  said  land  for 
the  year  1880. 

Mr.  Coe  explained  that  this  came  irom  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  The  negotia- 
tions were  begun  before  the  1st  of  May  and  with 
the  understanding  that  taxes  should  not  be  as- 
sessed for  this  year,  and  were  not  completed  until 
after  the  1st  of  May. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe,  the  rule  was  suspended 
ana  the  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

EXCURSION  TO  THE  WATER  WORKS. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  annual  visit  on  the 
25th  of  June,  1880,  of  the  Common  Council,  Clerk 
and  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  the 
Water  Board  and  clerk  of  said  board,  the  City 
Engineer  and  assistant,  the  Water  Kegistrar  and 
the  reporters  of  the  proceedings  ot  the  City 
Council,  to  the  works  for  the  introduction  of  wa- 
ter from  Sudbury  River;  also  that  the  City  Mes- 
senger be  requested  to  provide  refreshments  and 
cigars  on  the  occasion  of  the  above  visit;  the  ex- 
pense attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Devlin  suggested  that  the  25th  comes  on 
Friday,  and  that  the  23d  b«  substituted. 

Mr.  Greenough  had  no  objection  if  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  Council,  and  accepted  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2  suggested  that 
there  were  many  matters  coming  off  soon,  and  he 
moved  to  substitute  the  14th  of  July.  This  amend- 
ment was  adopted  and  the  order  as  amended  was 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

STONY    BROOK. 

Mr.  Brow;n  of  Ward  23  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  when  this  Council  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  Monday,  the  21st  instant,  at  7.30  o'clock 
P.  M. 

Mr.  Browu  said  a  crisis  had  been  reached  in  the 
hearing  before  the  referees,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  have  a  meeting  to  pass  an  important  order  by 
the  City  Council.. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Brown  moved  a  re- 
consideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

SINKING     FUNDS. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  special  commission  consisting  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  the  City  Treasuier,  Auditor  and  City 
Solicitor,  created  in  December  last  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defining  certain  matters  relating  to  the 
Sinking  Funds,  be  requested  to  report  at  as  early 
a  day  as  possible.  Passed.  Sent  up.  Subsequent- 
ly, Mr.  Wheeler  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 


FOURTH   OF  JULY  MUSIC. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That  in 
addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  appropriated 
for  celebrating  the  Fourth  of  July  there  be 
allowed  the  sum  of  $100  to  be  expended  for 
music;  said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Incidentals. 

Mr. Lovell  explained  that  the  sub-Committee  on 
Music  were  very  much  in  need  of  money  and  that 
is  the  reason  the  order  is  offered. 

The  order  was  declared  refused  a  second  read- 
ing. Mr.  Lovell  doubted  the  vote;  the  Council 
divided— 27  for,  22  against. 

Mr.  Lovell  moved  "a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that 
the  order  might  be  passed. 

Mr.  Devlin  thought  enough  money  had  been 
spent  for  music  this  year,  and  this  additional 
sum  would  be  useless. 

Mr.  Swift  thought  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent, 
and  if  this  is  passed,  other  subcemmittees  might 
come  in  and  ask  for  an  additional  appropriation. 

Mr.  Lovell  withdrew  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  order  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading.  He  thought  the  expenditures  for  these 
celebrations  were  already  very  large,  and  that 
citizens  had  justly  complained. 

Mr.  Lovell  explained  that  the  committee  were 
very  short  of  money,  having  only  about  twenty 
dollars  left,  that  many  bands  have  to  do  without 
several  men,  and  some  sections  of  the  city  can- 
not be  supplied  with  music. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  said  there  was  as  good 
reason  for  this  additional  appropriation,  as  there 
was  for  the  regatta  at  Jamaica  Pond,  and  lie 
hoped  the  reconsideration  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  asked  Mr.  Whitmore  for 
some  reason  for  the  reconsideration.  If  the  ap- 
propriation is  to  be  made  it  should  be  done  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  tbey  ought  not  to  pass  such 
an  order— first,  en  moral  grounds,  because  it  will 
give  a  bad  opinion  of  the  City  Council,  that  it  is 
spending  money  unnecessarily;  second,  they  had 
already  passed  an  order  to  meet  next  Monday 
evening,when  it  is  hardly  probable  there  will  be  a 
full  attendance,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  settled 
tonight. 

Mr.  Bailey  said  he  wanted  to  bear  some  reason 
for  not  appropriating  the  additional  §100  for 
music  on  Fourth  of  July. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  there  would  be  all  the 
music  in  Wards  4  and  1  that  is  necessary  on  the 
Fourth.  Every  step  of  this  kind  taken  is  a  mis- 
take, and  should  not  be  repeated  because  one  had 
been  unwisely  taken  before. 

Mr.  Viles  of  Ward  7  favored  the  appropriation, 
thinking  the  additional  hundred  dollars  was  not 
a  large  amount  for  the  purpose  intended. 

Mr.  Lovell  said  there  were  many  calls  for  mu- 
sic from  various  sections  of  tne  city,  to  which 
they  could  not  respond  without  this'  additional 
amount. 

Mr.  Devlin  asked  where  the  applications  came 
from. 

Mr.  Lovell  said  from  Boston,  Dorchester,  South 
Boston  and  some  other  sections. 

Mr.  Devlin  asked  if  it  is  to  be  spent  in  East 
Boston. 

Mr.  Lovell  thought  perhaps  some  of  it  would. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  appropri- 
ation if  it  was  shown  that  some  section  was  to  be 
neglected. 

Mr.  Lovell  said  about  §75  was  needed  for  East 
Boston,  and  there  were  other  expenses  connect- 
ed with  the  general  celebration.  The  committee 
all  understand  about  it. 

Mr.  Christal  did  not  think  a  small  amount  like 
this  is  going  to  increase  or  decrease  the  pleasure 
of  the  celebration,  and  he  opposed  it. 

The  reconsideration  was  declared  carried.  Mr. 
Lovell  doubted  the  vote.  The  Council  was  divid- 
ed—29  for,  17  against. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone 
the  order. 

Mr.  Bailey  opposed  indefinite  postponement. 
No  member  of  the  Council  could  contemplate  the 
idea  of  Ward  1  being  left  without  music  the 
Fourth  of  July  without  feelings  ot  horror,  lie 
shrank  from  the  contemplation  of  such  a  possi- 
bility. What  would  the  constituents  of  Mr.  Lov- 
ell say '.'  That  gentleman,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
committee,  had  appropriated  all  the  money  for 
music  in  other  sections  and  left  his  own  ward  out 
in  the  cold,  and  without  any  baud  for  the  Fourth 
of  July.  It  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  ex- 
amples of  self-control  ever  seen  or  heaul  of  in 
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any  City  Government.  He  appealed  to  Mr.  Whit- 
more  to  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  the  best  thing  to  do  was 
to  give  the  order  a  quiet  and  decisive  indefinite 
postponement. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed— 30  for,  21 
against. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  1  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  by  an  order  passed  by  this  Council 
Feb.  19, 1880,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  March  1, 1880,  the  various  heads  oi  de- 
partments were  directed  to  base  their  estimates 
for  day  labor  at  the  rate  of  §1.75  per  day;  and 

Whereas,  the  same  has  been  allowed  in  the 
appropriation  for  said  purpose;  and 

Whereas,  the  laborers  working  in  other  depart- 
ments receive  the  increase  as  based  in  the  esti- 
mates; therefore 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  three 
members  of  this  Council  be  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain the  reason  why  the  laborers  in  the  Paving 
Department  do  not  receive  the  aforesaid  increase. 

Mr.  Folan— I  offer  these  resolves  and  order  in 
justice  to  the  laborers  in  the  Paving  Department. 
Gentlemen  will  recollect  we  passed  an  order  for 
the  heads  of  departments  to  base  their  estimates 
for  appropriations  upon  the  wages  of  laborers  at 
§1.75  per  day.  The  Council  was  of  the  opinion 
that  $1.75  per  day  was  sufficient  for  a  laborer  to 
receive  in  order  to  support  himself  and  family 
decently.  I  venture  to  say  that  that  is  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Council  now.  In  the  Department  of 
Common  they  have  received  this  increase  for  the 
last  two  months,  and  I  believe  they  have  in  the 


Department  of  Seweis,  but  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment they  have  not  received  it  yet.  In  justice  to 
those  men  I  think  the  order  should  pass  and  the 
committee  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9 — I  think  this  is  a  matter 
which  may  need  to  be  considered.  I  move  its 
special  assignment  to  the  next  meeting  at  nine 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Folan — I  hope  that  motion  will  not  prevail. 
I  don't  see  why  we  cannot  act  upon  it  as  well  to- 
night as  next  Monday  night.  The  evening  is  not 
so  far  gone  but  that  "we  can  attend  to  some  other 
business,  and  I  think  we  better  attend  to  it  right 
away. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  nine  o'clock. 

COMMITTEE  APPOINTMENTS. 

The  President  presented  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Hancock  of  Ward  1  from  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
veyor's Department.    Accepted. 

The  President  announced  the  following  com- 
mittee appointments:  _ 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10,  upon  the  Committee  on 
Claims  and  Legislative  Matters. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  3,  upon  Committee  on  New 
Bridge  to  Charlestown  and  Engineers'  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Rogers  of  Ward  22,  upon  Committee  on  Sur- 
veyor's Department. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16,  upon  Committee  on 
Police. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  upon  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Fourth  of  July. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1,  upon  Cemmittee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow,  and  stood 
adjourned  to  Monday  evening  next. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    21,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  P.  M.,  Alderman  O'Brien, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN". 

Three  grand  and  two  petit  jurors  were  drawn 
for  the  June  term  of  the  United  States  District 
Court. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  D.  F.  Flagg  et 
al.,  that  Endicott  street,  Ward  7,  he  paved  with 
granite  blocks;  R.  Worthington  et  al.,  that  side- 
walks be  laid  on  the  east  side  of  Thornton  street 
and  in  Oakland  street;  M.  W.  Costello  et  al.,  that 
Station  street  be  graded,  etc.;  C.  J.  Whitmore  et 
al.,  trustees,  that  plank  walks,  etc.,  be  laid  on 
Hancock  street;  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Com- 
pany, against  proposed  change  in  the  grade  of 
Kneeland  street:  Natural  History  Society  and 
Institute  of  Technology,  that  the  sidewalk  adja- 
cent to  their  premises  on  Newbury  street  be  con- 
structed. 

Charles  R.  McLean  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalks  on 
Eutaw  street  be  repaired;  L.  K.  Bail,  for  edge- 
stone  and  brick  sidewalk  on  Seventh  street;  J. 
W.  Shapleigh,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk 
at  90  West  Cottage  street;  George  F.  Emery,  trus- 
tee, 139  Marcella  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestonesin  front  of  estates  of 
F.  W.  Kittredge,  109  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Samuel  B. 
Pierce,  Columbia  street;  Morris  Dorr,  on  Renfrew 
street;  Ellen  Ratigan,  100  George  street. 

T.  M.  Rhoades  et  ah,  that  King  street  be  put  in 
order. 

Paving  Department,  to  erect  telegraph  poles  on 
Shawmut  avenue,  also  in  Commercial  street,  Dor- 
chester; Police  Commissioners,  to  erect  telegraph 
poles  on  Shawmut  avenue,  also  on  Warren  ave- 
nue, Charlestown;  William  W.  Dwyer  et  al.,  that 
Chelsea  street  from  Maverick  square  to  Decatur 
street  be  macadamized;  Telephone  Despatch  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  erect  poles  on  certain  streets  in 
Dorchester. 

John  T.  Waring,  to  run  a  pipe  to  convey  steam 
under  or  over  short  Sudbury  street  from  building 
occupied  by  A.  D.  Puffer  &  Sons  to  building- 
owned  by  Levi  Bolles. 

J.  W.  Johnson  et  al.,  that,  Brattle  square  be  re- 
paved  with  wood. 

Jarvis  D.  Braman  et  al.,  that  Parker  street  be 
put  in  order  and  be  called  Parker  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Hugh  Morgan 
et  al.,  tor  street  lamps  on  Canterbury  street, 
from  Walk  Hill  street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Michael 
Fitzgerald  et  al.,  that  lamps  be  placed  and  lighted 
on  portions  of  Bremen  and  Pope  streets;  Thomas 
Restieaux  eta?.,  for  lamps  on  Summer  street,  Dor- 
chester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  -part  of  the 
Board.  John  D.  "W.  Joy,  for  leave  to  excavate 
cellar  at  the  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and  Beach 
street  to  three  feet  below  grade  10. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as  fol- 
lows: William  Donaldson,  new  wooden,  two 
horses,  91  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  21;  Munroe  & 
Arnold,  new  wooden,  nineteen  horses,  47  Everett 
street,  Ward  2;  D.  B.  Gray,  new  wooden,  ten 
horses,  271  Eighth  street,  Ward  15;  W.  S.  Mitchell, 
new  wooden,  one  horse,  Beach  street  near  Centre 
street,  Ward  23;  John  Sweeney,  new  wooden,  one 
cow  and  one  horse,  on  Earl  street,  next  to  rail- 
road, Ward  15;  A.  T.  Sinclair,  new  wooden,  one 
horse,  Fuller  street,  "Ward  24. 

Angus  McKillop  et  al.,  against  the  erection  of  a 
stable  at  47-49  Everett  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Paine  &  Canterbury,  to  en- 
large a  wooden  building  on  Chelsea  street,  near 
Centre  street.  Ward  1. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  on  rear  of 
.Marginal  street,  near  Jeffries  street,  Ward  2. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  Stearns  & 
George,  for  leave  to  erect  poles  on  Congress-street 
Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries.  R. 
H.  Kemp  and  208  others  on  Washington  street; 
A.  G.  Wilbor  and  84  others  on  Eliot  street;  Lally, 
Lynch  &  Collins  and  90  others  on  Bedford  and 
Oiauncy  streets;   A.  8.  Blood  and  84  others    on 


Harrison  avenue  and  Kneeland  street,  severally 
in  favor  of  a  new  ferry  landing. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Michael  Doherty,  to  be  released  as  surety 
from  bond  of  "W.  H.  Warren,  constable. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Henry  N. 
Sawyer  et  al.,  lor  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  June  30, 
for  a  political  meeting. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Setvers.  George  W. 
Taylor  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Pembroke  street,  be- 
tween Tremont  street  and  Columbus  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Chase  Langmaid,  to  be  paid  for  land 
taken  in  1872  in  "West  Roxbury  to  lay  out  Metro- 
politan avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Peter 
S.  Wheelock,  Judge  of  Roxbury  Municipal  Court, 
for  allowance  of  a  bill  of  $59  for  examination  of 
insane  persons. 

HEARINGS 

were  had  as  follows: 

On  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  construct  tracks  in  Stoughton 
and  Pleasant  streets,  and  in  Savin  Hill  avenue, 
Dorchester. 

On  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  lay  down  an  additional  track  in 
Sumner  street,  as  far  as  Maverick  square,  in  East 
Boston. 

No  obj*ctions.  Severally  recommitted  to  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Report  of  the  Police  Commissioners  for  the 
month  of  May.    Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  for 
1879-80  (City  Doc.  00).    Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  Overseers  of  Poor  for  1879-80  (City 
Doc.  81).    Placed  on  file. 

Request  of  Boston  Water  Board  for  a,  modifica- 
tion of  order  of  June  1,  1880,  so  that  work  on 
main  pipes  be  done  by  day  labor.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Water,  in  concurrence. 

Order  that  the  special  commission  on  appropria- 
tions for  Sinking  Fund  be  requested  to  report  as 
soon  as  possible.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  assump  the  tax  on  the  Seventh  street 
estate  purchased  for  a  schoolhouse  site.  Passed, 
in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  construct  a  vault  in  the 
Mason-street  building  for  the  storage  of  books 
and  documents  therein.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  referring  to  Boston  Water  Board  the 
subject  of  enclosing  the  monument  on  the  Old 
Fort  Lot,  Roxbury.  Accepted  and  referred,  in 
concurrence. 

Report  on  order  to  allow  employes  in  Police 
Department  whose  services  were  not  indispensa- 
ble a  holiday  on  Decoration  Day.  Accepted,  in 
concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  L.  H. 
Higgins  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  his  vehicle  at 
corner  of  E  and  Silver  streets.  Accepted,  in  con- 
currence. 

Notices  of  changes  in  and  tilling  of  vacancies  in 
certain  joint  committees.    Placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  a  vacancy  in  the  Common  Council, 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  John  A.  Kidney  of 
Ward  0.  'Placed  on  file. 

South   End    Branch    Library. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Library,  and  order  to 
purchase  an  estate  on  West  Springfield  street  for 
accommodation  of  "South  End  Branch  Library," 
and  to  fit  up  the  same  at  an  expense  of  §18,000, 
and  for  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the 
means. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten  the  report  and 
order  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Library  be  requested  to  as- 
certain whether  or  not  a  suitable  lot  of  land  can 
be  purchased  on  or  near  West  Newton  street  at  a 
reasonable  cost,  adapted  for  a  South  End  Branch 
Library.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

EXTENSION  OF    BROADWAY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  transmitting  for  the  concurrence 
of  the  City  Council  a  resolve  and  order  of  this 
date  (City  Doc.  83)  for  the  extension  of  Broadway 
from  Albany  to  Washington  street,  under  the 
betterment  law,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $176,- 
100.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 
Sent  down. 

PETITION   FOR  STEAM    EXCISE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Michael  McGin- 
ness  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine 
and  boiler  of  ten  horse-power  on  Beaeham  street, 
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near  Arlington  avenue,  and  au  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday, 
July  12,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

PABDON  BEFU/SED. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  against  the  release  of  Andrew  Ander- 
son from  the  House  of  Correction.    Accepted. 

PAVING  BEPORTS  AND    OBDEES. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
and  pave  sidewalks  on  Howard  street  from 
Hampden  street  to  Gerard  street;  also  to  pave 
the  roadway  of  said  street  with  small  granite 
blocks;  estimated  cost,  $5700.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  granting  the  Boston  &  Alba- 
ny Railroad  Company  leave  to  remove  edgestones 
and  brick  sidewalk  from  the  easterly  side  of 
Albany  street  adjacent  to  its  new  freight  house 
between  Kneeland  and  Harvard  streets,  and  to 
substitute  therefor  a  granite  driveway,  the  work 
to  be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  lor  edgestones  in  front  of  es- 
tates of  Jacob  W.  Seaver,  on  Washington  street, 
Ward  23,  and  Elizabeth  M.  Hart,  Cedar  street, 
Charlestown.    Order  passed. 

Report,  That  a  permit  be  granted  to  Sylvester 
Richards  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  junc- 
tion of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Norfolk  street  to 
Milton  line,  Ward  24.    Accepted. 

Report  on  petition  from  tbe  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  for  the  right  to  extend  their  track 
from  the  present  terminus  at  Adams  street, 
through  Bowdoin  street  to  Geneva  avenue,  with 
suitable  curves,  connections  and  turnouts,  with 
an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  tnereon  on  Mon- 
day, July  12,  at  4  P.  M.    Order  passed. 

WOODEN     BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  erect  wooden 
buildings  as  follows:  South  Boston  Ice  Comnany 
(to  enlarge),  on  Foundry  street,  Ward  13;  T.  E. 
Halleck,  on  East  Sixth  street,  near  P  street,  Ward 
14;  C.  Tilden,  Jr.,  on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  corner  of 
Central  avenue,  Ward  24;  Mrs.  F.  J.  G.  Hunne- 
man  (to  enlarge),  on  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue,  Ward 
20;  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  (to  enlarge),  on 
West  Fourth  street,  Ward  13;  Alexander  Mann 
(to  enlarge),  on  26  Williams  street,  in  rear,  Ward 
5;  Choate  Burnham,  in  Burnham's  wharf,  Ward 
15;  Drivers'  Union  Ice  Company  (to  enlarge),  on 
Rutherford  avenue,  Ward  5;  John  Bertram  (to 
enlarge),  on  287  Broadway,  Ward  13.  Orders  sev- 
erally passed. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  Leonard  Pickering  to  enlaige  a  wooden  build- 
ing, 47  Everett  street,  the  proposed  enlargement 
having  been  abandoned.     Accepted.      Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Ariles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports,  that  leave  be  granted  to  occupy  sta- 
bles on  the  usual  conditions  as  follows:  Charles 
A.  Whittier,  11  Newbury  street;  Edward  H.  Will- 
iams et  al.,  trustees,  on  unnamed  court  opposite 
Centre  street,  nearly  opposite  Seaverns  avenue, 
Jamaica  Plain;  George  Haynes  &  Son,  Washing- 
ton street,  near  Richmond  street,  Ward  24;  So- 
phia E.  Wills,  Bellevue  street,  Ward  23.  Several- 
ly accepted. 

SEWEBS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Order  to  construct  a  sewer  in  Commercial  street 
(Dorchester),  between  Shamrock  and  Linden 
streets,  and  in  Linden  street,  between  Commer- 
cial street  and  Dorchester  avenue.    Passed. 

STONY    BROOK. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Stony  Brook  Improvement: 

Ordered,  That,  whereas,  by  chapter  196  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  1874,  the  city  of  Boston  was 
authorized,  for  the  purpose  of  surface  drainage, 
to  remove  obstructions  in  or  over  Stony  Brook 
and  the  tributaries  thereof,  so  far  as  the  said 
brook  and  tributaries  flow  within  the  limits  of 
said  city,  to  divert  the  water  thereof,  and  alter 
the  couise  and  deepen  the  channel  thereof;  and, 
the  more  effectually  to  make  said  improvements, 
to  take  or  purchase  land  not  exceeding  four  rods 


in  width  on  either  side  of  the  present  channel  of 
said  brook  and  of  its  tributaries,  or  of  any  chan- 
nel into  which  said  waters  may  be  diverted  with- 
in the  limits  of  said  city;  and, 

Whereas,  Said  city,  by  its  City  Council,  has  de- 
termined, in  pursuance  of  the  authority  granted 
by  said  act,  to  establish  a  new  location  for  said 
brook  from  the  former  boundary  line  between 
the  town  of  West  Roxbury  and  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, to  a  point  on  Tremont  street  at  its  junction 
with  Roxbury  street,  as  shown  by  parallel  red 
lines  on  two  plans  marked  "Plans  Numbers  1  and 
2,  for  the  Improvement  of  Stony  Brook,  dated 
April  15,  1880,"  which  plans  are  to  be  recorded 
herewith  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds;  and. 

Whereas,  Said  city,  by  its  City  Council,  has  de- 
termined to  make  and  will  make  no  change  in  the 
location  or  chanuel  of  said  brook  below  the  point 
fixed  as  above  stated  and  easterly  thereof,  and 
will  take  no  land  and  do  no  act  in  reference  to 
the  improvement  of  said  brook,  under  said  stat- 
ute, below  or  easterly  of  said  point  on  the  brook, 
but  will  leave  the  channel  thereof  in  its  present 
condition  and  undisturbed, 

Now,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  surface 
drainage,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  chan- 
nel of  said  brook,  and  m  accordance  with  said 
chapter  196  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1874,  the  city 
of  Boston,  by  its  City  Council,  does  hereby  take 
the  following  described  parcels  of  land,  situate 
within  the  limits  of  said  city,  and  shown  upon 
said  plans,  to  wit: 

From  John  Roessle,  a  parcel  of  land  bounded 
and  described  as  follows,  viz.:  Beginning  at  a 
point  in  the  division  line  between  said  Roessle 
and  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Pynchon  street, 
twenty  seven  feet  distant  west wardly  from  said 
Pynchon  street;  thence  northwardly  by  the  red 
line  shown  on  a  plan  heretofore  described,  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  5-10  feet  to  Rox- 
bury street;  thence  northwardly  by  said  street, 
ten  feet  to  the  land  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company;  thence  southwardly  by  said  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company,  and  by  the  centre 
line  of  the  present  channel  of  Stony  Brook  on  an 
irregular  line  to  other  land  of  the  said  Metropol- 
itan Railroad  Company;  thence  eastward!}'  to  the 
point  of  beginning;  containing  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-two  square  feet,  more 
or  less. 

From  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  a 
parcel  of  land  bounded  and  described  as  follows, 
viz.:  Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  division  line  be- 
tween said  railroad  company  and  John  Roessle 
on  Pynchon  street,  at  a  point  twenty-seven  feet 
distant  westwardly  from  said  Pynchon  street;" 
thence  running  southwestwardly  by  the  red  line 
as  shown  on  a  plan  heretofore  described,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  feet  to  land  of  Henry 
Pfaff,  lessee;  thence  northwestwardly  by  said 
land  twenty-three  4-10  feet;  thence  northeast- 
wardly and  northwardly  by  the  red  line  shown  on 
said  plan,  five  hundred  and  fifteen  5-10  feet  to 
Roxbury  street;  thence  southwardly  by  Roxbury 
street,  twenty  feet  to  landof  John  Roessle;  thence 
by  land  of  said  Roessle,  by  an  irregular  line,  be- 
ing the  centre  of  the  present  chanuel  of  Stony 
Brook,  to  the  division  line  first  described;  thence 
by  said  line  to  the  point  of  beginning;  containing 
seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  square 
feet,  more  or  less. 

From  the  Trustees  of  the  Roxbury  Grammar 
School,  owners  in  fee,  and  from  Henry  Pfaff, 
lessee,  a  parcel  of  land  bounded  and  described  as 
follows,  viz.:  Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  division 
line  between  land  of  said  Pfaif  and  the  Metropol- 
itan Railroad  Company  on  Pynchon  street,  dis- 
tant sixty  5-10  feet  westwardly  from  said  Pynchon 
street;  thence  southwestwardly  by  the  red  line 
shown  on  a  plan  heretofore  described,  one  hun- 
dred  and  fifty-seven  feet;  thence  northwestward- 
ly by  landof  the  Boston  Belting  Company,  lessees, 
twenty  feet;  thence  northeastwardly  by  a  red 
line  as  shown  on  the  plan  before  described  one 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  5-10  feet;  thence  south- 
eastwardly  by  laud  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  twenty-three  4-10  feet  to  the  point  of 
beginning;  containing  three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

From  the  Trustees  of  the  Roxbury  Grammar 
School,  owners  in  fee,  and  from  the  Boston  Belt- 
ing Company,  lessee,  a  parcel  of  land  bounded 
anil  described  as  follows,  viz.:  Beginning  at  the 
most  northwardly  corner  of  said  Belting  Com- 
pany's land;  thence  southwestwardly  by  landof 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  feet;  thence  south - 
eastwardly    by    land   of    Alfred    Ziegler,   lessee 
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twenty  feet;  thence  northeastwardly  by  a  line 
parallel  to  and  twenty  feet  distant  from  the  first 
described  line,  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
feet;  thence  northwestwardly  by  land  of  Henry 
Pfaff,  lessee,  twenty  feet  to  the"  point  of  begin- 
ning, containing  three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
sixty  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

From  the  Trustees  of  the  Roxbury  Grammar 
School,  owners  in  fee,  and  from  Alfred  Ziegler, 
lessee,  a  parcel  of  land  bounded  and  described  as 
follows,  viz. :  Beginning  at  the  most  northward- 
ly corner  of  said  Ziegler's  land;  thence  running 
southwestwardly  by  land  of  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  Company  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
5-10  feet;  thence  eastwardly  by  land  of  William 
H.  Allen  twenty-one  feet;  thence  northeastward- 
ly by  a  line  parallel  to  and  twenty  feet  distant 
from,  the  first  described  line,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  feet;  thence  northwestwardly  by  land 
of  Boston  Belting  Company,  lessee,  twenty  feet  to 
point  ot  beginning;  containing  two  thousand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-five  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

From  William  H.  Allen,  a  parcel  of  laud,  bound- 
ed and  described  as  follows,  viz. :  Beginning  at 
the  most  northwardly  corner  of  said  Allen's  land; 
thence  southwestwardly  by  land  of  Boston  &  Prov- 
idence Railroad,  forty-sixfeet;  thence  southeast- 
wardly  by  land  of  heirs  of  James  P.  Thorndike, 
twenty  feet;  thence  northeastwardly  bv  a  line 
parallel  to  and  twenty  feet  distant  from  the  first 
described  line,  fifty-one  feet;  thence  westwardly 
by  land  of  Alfred  Ziegler,  lessee,  twenty-one  leet 
to  the  point  of  beginning;  containing  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventy  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

From  the  heirs  of  James  P.  Thorndike,  a  parcel 
of  land  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  viz.: 
Beginning  at  the  most  northerly  corner  of  said 
Thorndike's  land;  thence  southwestwardly  by  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  feet;  thence  southwardly  by  a  curve  of 
forty  feet  radius,  sixty-one 7-10 feet;  thence south- 
eastwai  dly  by  a  line  parallel  to  and  fifteen  feet  dis- 
tant from  the  most  northerly  brick  foundry  on 
said  estate,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  1-10  feet 
to  Pynchon  street;  thence  northeastwardly  by 
Pynchon  street,  twenty  feet;  thence  northwest- 
wardly by  a  line  parallel  to  and  thirty-five  feet 
distant  from  said  brick  foundry,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  1-10  feet;  thence  northwardly  by 
a  curve  of  twenty  feet  radius,  thirty  8-10  feet; 
thence  northwestwardly  by  a  line  parallel  to  and 
twenty  feet  distant  from  the  first-described  line, 
two  hundred  and  twelve  feet;  thence  northwest- 
wardly by  land  of  William  H.  Allen,  twenty  feet 
to  the  point  of  beginning;  containing  seven  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  thirty-seven  square  feet, 
more  or  less. 

From  Miles  Sweeney,  a  parcel  of  land,  bounded 
and  described  as  follows,  viz.:  Beginning  at  a 
point  in  said  Sweeney's  land  on  the  east  side  ot 
Centre  street,  distant  thirty-eight  feet  northerly 
from  land  of  Aaron  Davis;  thence  running  south- 
wardly by  the  red  line  shown  on  a  plan  heretofore 
described,  fifty-two  feet;  thence  eastwardly  by 
land  of  Aaron  Davis,  twelve  feet;  thence  north- 
wardly by  the  centre  of  Stony  Brook,  about  forty- 
four  feet;  thence  northwardly  by  a  line  parallel 
to  and  twenty  feet  distant  from  thefirst  described 
line,  thirty-nine  feet;  thence  southwestwardly  by 
Centre  street,  twenty-eight  5-10  feet  to  the  point 
of  b"ginning;  containing  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred square  feet,  more  or  less. 

From  the  Newburyport  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 
a  parcel  of  land  bounded  and  described  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  channel  of 
Stony  Brook,  distant  sixty-one  feet  southerly 
from  the  southerly  li'je  of  Centre  street;  thence 
running  southwardly  by  the  red  line  as  shown  on 
a  plan  heretofore  described,  two  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  feet;  thence  westwardly  by  laud  of 
city  of  Boston,  fifteen  feet;  thence  northwardly 
by  the  centre  line  of  Stony  Brook  to  the  point  of 
beginning;  containing  two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ten  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

From  Aaron  Davis,  a  parcel  of  land  bounded 
and  described  as  follows,  viz.:  Beginning  at  the 
point  where  the  division  line  between  said  Davis 
and  Wiles  Sweeney  meets  the  centre  of  Stony 
Brook;  thence  northwestwardly  by  said  division 
line  twelve  feet;  thence  southerly  bv  a  red  line  on 
a  plan  heretofore  described,  eighty-eight  feet; 
thence  eastwardly  by  laud  of  Richard  Weekes 
nine  feet;  thence  northwardly  by  the  centre  line 
of  Stony  Brook  to  the  point  of  beginning;  con- 
taining seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  square 
feet,  more  or  less. 

From  Richard  Weekes,  a  parcel  of  land  bound- 
ed and  described   as   follows,  viz. :    Beginning   at 


the  point  where  the  division  line  between  said 
Weekes  and  Aaron  Davis  meets  the  centre  of 
Stony  Brook;  thence  westwardly  by  said  division 
line  nine  feet;  thence  southwardly  by  a  red  line 
shown  on  a  plan  heretofore  described,  seventy- 
eight  feet;  thence  eastwardly  by  land  of  George 
W.  Parker,  seven  feet;  and  thence  northwardly 
by  the  centre  line  of  Stony  Brook  to  the  point  of 
beginning;  containing  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

From  George  W.  Parker,  a  parcel  of  land  bound- 
ed and  described  as  follows,  viz. :  Beginning  at 
the  point  where  the  division  line  between  said 
Parker  and  Richard  Weekes  meets  the  centre  of 
Stony  Brook;  thence  westwardly  on  said  division 
line,  seven  feet;  thence  southwardly  by  a  red 
line,  on  a  plan  heretofore  described,  forty-one 
feet;  thence  eastwardly  by  land  of  Oliver  Burke 
seven  feet;  thence  northwardly  by  the  centre 
line  of  Stony  Brook  to  the  point  of  beginning; 
containing  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  square 
feet,  more  or  less. 

From  Oliver  Burke,  a  parcel  of  land  bounded 
and  described  as  follows,  viz.:  Beginning  at  the 
point  where  the  division  line  between  said  Burke 
and  George  W.  Parker  meets  the  centre  of  Stony 
Brook;  thence  westwardly  on  said  division  line, 
seven  feet;  thence  southwardly  by  a  red  line  on  a 
plan  heretofore  described,  thirty  5-10  feet;  thence 
eastwardly  by  land  of  a  person  unknown,  seven 
feet:  and  thence  northwardly  by  the  centre  line  of 
Stony  Brook  to  the  point  of  beginning;  contain- 
ing one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  square  feet, 
more  or  less. 

From  a  person  or  persons  unknown,  a  parcel  of 
land  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  viz.:  Be- 
ginning at  the  point  where  the  division  line  be- 
tween said  party  and  Oliver  Burke  meets  the  cen- 
tre line  of  Stony  Brook;  thence  westwardly  on 
said  division  line,  seven  feet;  thence  southwardly 
by  a  red  line  on  a  plan  heretofore  described,  ten  5- 
lu  feet;  thence  eastwardly  by  land  of  Sweeney  and 
Burke,  seven  feet;  and  thence  northwardly  by 
the  centre  line  of  Stony  Brook  to  the  point  of  be- 
ginning; containing  sixty-nine  square  feet,  more 
or  less. 

From  Miles  Sweeney  and  Oliver  Burke,  a  parcel 
of  land  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  viz. :'. 
Beginning  at  the  point  where  the  division  line 
between  said  Sweeney  and  Burke  and  W.  R.  Ches- 
ter meets  the  centre  of  Stony  Brook;  thence  west- 
wardly  by  said  line,  twelve  feet;  thence  north- 
wardly by  a  red  line  shown  on  a  plan  heretofore 
described,  forty-seven  5-10  feet;  thence  eastward- 
ly by  a  passageway,  seven  feet;  and  thence  south- 
wardly by  the  centre  line  of  Stony  Brook  to  the 
point  of  beginning;  containing  three  hundred 
and  ninety-two  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

From  the  city  of  Boston,  a  parcel  of  land  bound- 
ed and  described  as  follows,  viz.:  Beginning  at 
the  point  where  the  division  line  between  said 
city  and  the  Newburport  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank  meets  the  centre  line  of  Stony  Brook; 
thence  eastwardly  by  said  division  line,  fifteen 
feet;  thence  southwardly  by  a  red  line  shown  on 
apian  heretofore  described,  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two  feet;  thence  northwardly  by  the  centre 
line  of  Stony  Biook  to  the  point  ot  beginning; 
containing  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

From  William  P.  Mason,  a  parcel  of  land  bound- 
ed and  described  as  follows,  viz. :  Beginning  at 
the  point  on  the  east  side  of  Amory  street  where 
the  centre  line  of  Stony  Brook  meets  said  line  of 
street;  thence  south  wardly  by  said  street,  ten 
feet;  thence  eastwardly  by  a  red  line  shown  on  a 
plan  heretofore  described,  two  hundred  and  one 
5-10  feet;  thence  westwardly  by  said  centre  line 
of  brook  to  the  point  of  beginning;  containing 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  square  feet, 
more  or  less. 

From  Walstein  R.  Chester,  trustee,  a  parcel  ot 
land  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  viz. :  Be- 
ginning at  the  point  where  the  centre  line  of 
Stony  Brook  meets  the  easterly  Hue  of  Amory 
stieet;  thence  northwardly  by  sa>d  street  ten  feet; 
thence  eastwardly  and  northwardly  by  a  red  line 
shown  on  a  plan  heretofore  described,  four 
hundred  and  seven  5-10  feet;  thence  eastwardly 
by  land  of  Sweeney  and  Burke,  twelve  feet;  thence 
southwardly  by  centre  line  of  Stony  Brook,  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty-five  feet;  thence  southwest- 
wardly by  a  curve  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  radius,  eighty  feet;  thence  westwardly  by 
said  centre  line  of  brook,  about  one  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning;  con- 
taining five  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  square  feet,  more  or  less. 
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From  Marietta  C.  Chester  and  Harriet  C.  Hum- 
phrey, a  parcel  of  land  bounded  and  described  as 
follows,  viz.:  Beginning  at  the  point  on  said  land 
where  the  centre  of  Stony  Brook  meets  the  west- 
erly line  of  Amory  street;  thence  running  north- 
wardly on  said  street  fifteen  feet;  thence  west- 
wardly  by  the  red  line  shown  on  apian  heretofore 
described,  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  feet;  thence 
southwardly  by  land  of  the  city  of  Boston,  twenty- 
four  feet;  thence  eastwardly  by  the  centre  line  of 
Stony  Brook  to  the  pointof  beginning; containing 
four  thousand  and  twenty-four  square  feet,  more 
or  less. 

From  J.  Amory  Codman,  a  parcel  of  land 
bounded  and  described  as  follows,  viz.:  Begin- 
ning at  the  point  where  the  centre  line  of  Stony 
Brook  meets  the  westerly  line  of  Amory  street; 
thence  running  southwardly  on  said  street  fifteen 
feet;  thence  westward ly  and  southwest wardly  by 
the  red  line  shown  on  apian  heretofore  described, 
five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  feet;  thence  west- 
wardly  by  land  of  Wilson  and  others,  five  feet; 
and  thence  northwardly  and  eastwardly  by  the 
centre  line  of  Stony  Brook,  being  an  irregular 
line,  to  the  point  of  beginning;  containingjseven 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  square  feet, 
more  or  less. 

From  Charles  B.  Wilson,  E.  Gertrude  Wallis  and 
James  H.  Young,  a  parcel  of  land  bounded  and 
described  as  follows,  viz. :  Beginning  at  the  point 
where  the  northerly  boundary  of  said  land  meets 
the  centre  of  Stony  Brook;  thence  eastwardly  by 
land  of  J.  Amory  Codman,  five  feet;  thence  south- 
westwardlv  by  a  line  parallel  to  and  thirty  feet 
distant  Horn  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
land,  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  feet;  thence 
northwestwardly  by  landjof  Whittier  and  Ander- 
son, twenty  feet;  thence  northeastwardly  by  the 
centre  line  of  Stony  Brook  to  the  point  of  begin- 
ning; containing  four  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  square  feet  more  or  less. 

From  Charles  A.  Whittier  and  John  F.  Ander- 
son, a  parcel  of  land  bounded  and  described  as 
follows,  viz. :  Beginning  at  the  point  where  the 
northerly  boundary  of  said  land  meets  the  centre 
of  Stony  Brook;  thence  southeastwardly  by  land 
of  Wilson  and  others,  twenty  feet;  thence  south- 
westwardly  by  the  red  line  shown  on  a  plan  here- 
tofore described,  thirty-three  feet;  thence  north- 
wardly by  the  centre  line  of  Stony  Brook  to  the 
point  of  beginning;  containing  three  hundred  and 
thirty  nine  square  feet;  more  or  less. 

From  the  trustees  of  Roxbury  Grammar  School, 
a  parcel  of  land  bounded  and  described  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  Beginning  at  the  point  where  the 
southerly  boundary  of  said  land  meets  the  centre 
line  of  Stony  Brook;  thence  southeastwardly  by 
land  of  Anna  M.  Amory,  twenty-two  feet;  thence 
northeastwardly  by  a  line  parallel  to  the  Boston 
&  Providence  Railroad  and  thirty  feet  distant 
therefrom,  eighty-one  feet;  thence  westwardly  by 
the  centre  line  of  Stony  Brook  to  the  point  of  be- 
ginning; containing  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

Alderman  Viles — This  order  is  in  relation  to  the 
Stony  Brook  improvement.  This  matter  has  been 
before  the  referees  selected  by  the  city  and  the 
Boston  Belting  Company.  The  company  have  put 
in  a  large  claim  for  damages,  for  the  reason,  as 
they  allege,  that  the  city  can  go  through  their 
property,  or  take  four  rods  of  it  in  width;  while 
the  fact  is,  we  do  not  go  within  500  feet  of  it. 
This  is  the  last  meeting  we  shall  have  before  the 
referees  meet  again,  and  this  is  the  last  taking  we 
can  make  under  the  present  act.  It  is  necessary 
that  the  order  go  to  the  Council  tonight,  and  I 
move  it  take  its  second  reading.  This  order  has 
been  drawn  by  the  City  Solicitor  and  Mr.  Morse, 
the  associate  counsel. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Ordered — That  the  license  issued  to  N.  &  A. 
Tufts  on  the  10th  inst.,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
with  four  horses,  on  certain  conditions,  on  Beach 
street,  near  Medford  street, Ward  4,  be  rescinded, 
and  that  a  similar  license  upon  the  same  condi- 
tions be  issued  to  Noah  M.  Engley,  he  being  the 
owner  of  said  building. 

Passed. 

Minors'  Licenses  Granted— Three  bootblacks,  6 
newsboys.    Accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  a  license  to  Charles 
R.  Smith,  to  run  a  passenger    wagon    from    the 


corner  of  Broadway  and  Dorchester  street,  to 
Oakland  Garden  and  return  during  this  season, 
the  rate  of  fare  not  to  exceed  ten  cents  per  pas- 
senger each  way.    Accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  license  to  George 
B.  Guild  &  Co.,  to  run  two  passenger  wagons 
from  Monument  square,  Ward  23,  through  Cen- 
tre street  to  AJlandale  Springs,  for  the  present 
season,  the  rate  of  fare  per  passenger  not  to  ex- 
ceed five  cents  each  way.    Accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Caroline  Stevens  to  be  paid  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  Broadway,  Dec.  25,  1879; 
Mary  Ann  Tracy  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  nccount  of  an  alleged  defect  in  Prince 
street,  Dec.  1,  1876;  Mary  H.  '  Niles,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  personal  injuries  received  from  a 
fall  in  Green  street,  Charlestown,  Feb.  4,  1880; 
Eliza  A.  Holmes  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Leverett 
street,  April  11,  1880.  Severally  accepted.  Sent 
down. 

LINCOLN     SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  enlarge  the  yard  of  the  Lincoln  School 
as  requested  by  the  School  Committee.  Accept- 
ed.    Sent  down. 

PROJECTING     SIGN. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  George  T.  Sears  to  project  a  drug- 
gist's mortar  in  front  of  Blackstone  Bank  Build- 
ing at  the  corner  of  Hanover  and  Union  streets. 
Accepted. 

LAMPS. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  contract  with  the  Brookline  Gas 
Light  Company,  the  Jamaica  Plain  Gas  Light 
Company,  and  the  Dorchester  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany, for  supplying  four  cubic  feet  of  gas  per 
hour  for  each  of  the  public  lamps  in  that  portion 
of  the  territory  of  the  city  of  Boston  embraced 
within  their  respective  charters,  for  three  years 
from  June  15, 1880,  at  the  rate  of  $2.25  per  1000 
cubic  feet.    Passed. 

SPECIAL  ELECTION  IN  WARD  SIX. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  war- 
rants be  issued  for  the  meeting  of  the  legal  vot- 
ers of  Ward  6  at  the  several  polling  places  within 
the  voting  precincts  of  said  ward  m  which  they 
respectively  reside,  on  Saturday,  the  3d  day  of 
July  next,  at  seven  o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and  there 
to  give  in  their  votes  for  one  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  being  a  qualified  voter  and  an  in- 
habitant of  said  ward,  in  the  place  of  John  A. 
Kidney,  resigned;  the  polls  to  be  kept  open  until 
two  o'clock  P.  M.    Passed. 

STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Ordered,  That  in  the  settlement  with  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Consumptives'  Home  for  land  taken 
from  and  damages  occasioned  to  their  estate  by 
the  relocation  of  Blue  Hill  avenue,  under  the 
Street  Commissioners'  order  of  Nov.  6,  1879,  the 
city  accept  a  deed  for  said  land  taken  from  said 
trustees,  and  that  th<s  award  for  said  land  and 
damages  be  paid  to  them  without  any  release 
from  the  Institution  for  Savings  in  Roxbury, 
their  mortgagee.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  sum  ordered 
to  be  paid  to  the  Roxbury  Gas  Light  Company, 
by  an  order  of  this  Board  of  June  3,  1879,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  June  4,  1879,  for  land  taken 
from  and  damages  occasioned  to  their  estate  by 
the  extension  of  East  Chester  park,  there  be  paid 
to  said  company  the  further  sum  of  $500  upon 
their  making  to  the  city  the  release  for  said  land 
and  damages  called  for  in  said  order  above  re- 
ferred to;  said  sum  of  $500  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  widening  streets.    Passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  damages  oc- 
casioned by  laying  out  streets  as  follows:  Heirs 
of  Benjamin  R.  Nichols,  $24,G00,  widening  of 
South  street;  James  T.  White,  $77.50,  widening  of 
Tremont  street;  David  Simonds,  $225,  relocation 
of  Columbia  street  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Washington  street;  David  H.  Geer,  $400,  laying 
out  of  Preble  street,  from  Dorchester  avenue  to 
Rogers  street;    Salome  M.  Stearns,  $99.75,  reloca- 
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tion  of  Adams  street,  between  Ashmont  and  Mi- 
not  streets;  Henry  A.  Bancroft,  $3088,  extension 
of  Essex  street,  from  Semi  to  Federal  street; 
Anne  Coalman,  $3000,  extension  of  Geneva  ave- 
nue, from  Columbia  street  and  via  Marston  ave- 
nue to  Warren  street;  heirs  or  Benjamin  R.  Nich- 
ols, $2327,  extension  of  Essex  street,  from  South 
to  Federal  street.    Severally  passed. 

EMANCIPATION    GROUP. 

Alderman  Flynn  presented  a  communication 
from  the  City  Architect  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  work  of 
putting  in  order  and  fencing  the  lot  around  the 
Emancipation  Group. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order— That  in  ad- 
dition to  the  amount  of  $4500,  which  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  were  authorized  to  ex- 
pend under  authority  of  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  Aug.  5,  1879,  in  putting  in  order  and 
fencing  the  lot  of  land  ai'ound  the  Emancipation 
Group  at  the  junction  of  Columbus  avenue,  Park 
square  and  Pleasant  street,  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  expend  for  said  purpose  a  further 
sum  of  $186.99,  said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the 
income  derived  from  the  Phillips-street  fund. 
Passed. 

FOURTH    OF   JULY. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order— That  the 
Harbor  Master  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
prevent  any  person  or  persons  mooring  or  fas- 
tening any  boats  or  rafts  to  or  against  the  sea- 
wall on  Charles  River  during  the  rowing  regatta 
on  ihe  5th  of  July,  and  to  remove  any  and  all 
boats  or  rafts  so  moored  or  fastened.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

Alderman  Thorndike  offered  an  order— That,  in 
addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  appropriated 
for  1he  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  there 
be  allowed  the  sum  of  $200,  to  be  expended  in  East 
Boston ;  said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  incidentals. 

Alderman  Thorndike— About  $300  have  been 
subscribed  by  citizens  of  East  Boston  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  the  oeople  there  on  the  Fourth  of 
July.  These  entertainments  attract  people  large- 
ly from  other  parts  of  the  city  and  the  suburbs. 
All  that  is  necessary  for  success  is  that  the  city 
shall  appropriate  this  small  sum  of  money. 

The  order  wis  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Alder- 
man Thorndike  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following: 

Ordered— That  the  Committee  on  the  Celebration 
of  the  Fourth  o*  July  be  directed  to  pay  from 
their  appropriation  the  sum  of  $300  to  the  direc- 
tors of  the  East  Boston  Ferries. 

Ordered— That  the  directors  of  the  East  Boston 
Ferries  be  instructed  to  accept  said  sum  of  $300 
in  lieu  of  tolls  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  to  run  said 
ferries  free  on  that  day;  and  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts is  directed  to  make  the  entries  necessary 
to  carry  these  orders  into  effect. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

EXAMINATION    OF     MANUFACTURING     ESTABLISH- 
MENTS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
of  Buildings  have  had  under  consideration  chap- 
ter 197  of  the  acts  of  1880,  entitled  "An  act  in  rela- 
tion to  proper  means  of  egress  from  manufactur- 
ing establishments  where  five  or  more  parties 
are  employed."  The  committee  find  that  the 
first  steps  to  be  taken  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  which  are  somewhat  mandatory,  are  to 
have  the  buildings  designated  as  "manufac- 
turing establishments"  examined.  This  cannot 
be  done  in  a  satisfactory  manner  bj  the  present 
force  in  the  Inspector's  Department  without 
neglecting  other  work.  The  present  force  is  now 
taxed  to  its  utmost  capacity.  Therefore,  to  ac- 
complish the  work,  it  will  be|necessary  to  employ 
examiners  for  the  purpose  in  the  Inspector's  De- 
partment, and  an  additional  appropriation  will 
be  required  to  accomplish  the  object.  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  ask  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order  authorizing  the  employment  of 
temporary  examiners  and  an  appropriation  of 
$2000  to  meet  the  expense  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Huildings,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Joint  Standing  Coinuiit- 
tee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  appoint  three  "Examiners 
of  Buildings,"  to  make  the  necessary  examina- 
tions of  buildings  in  which  parties  are  employed, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
chapter  197  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1880. 

Alderman  Caton— I  would  call  attention  to  the 


copy  of  the  act  which  is  on  the  desk  of  each  mem- 
ber. It  affects  a  very  large  number  of  manu- 
facturing establishments  in  Boston— so  many 
that  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  finds  it  impossi- 
ble to  carry  it  out  with  his  present  force.  He  re- 
ferred the  matter  to  the  City  Solicitor,  who  in- 
forms him  the  only  way  is  to  enforce  the  act.  To 
do  that  he  must  have  temporary  inspectors  ap- 
pointed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caton  the  report  and 
order  were  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  to 
provide  the  means.    Sent  down. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage  of  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Edward  McEntyre,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  damages  to  bis  estate  occasioned  by 
the  construction  of  a  sewer  it  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
Dorchester.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

TELEGRAPH  AND  TELEPHONE  WIRES. 

Alderman  Breck  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  report  of  committee  and  ordinance  in  new 
draft  (City  Doc.  88),  to  regulate  the  construction 
of  telegraph  and  telephone  lines;  also  a  substitute 
to  ordiuance  submitted  by  Alderman  "Woolley  to 
create  the  office  of  a  Supervisor  of  Telegraphs,  to 
be  chosen  every  third  year.    (City  Doc.  89.) 

Alderman  Flyr.n — These  printed  documents 
were  only  put  on  the  desks  this  afternoon.  Not 
having  had  an  opportunity  to  look  them  over, 
unless  there  is  some  necessity  for  acting  upon 
them  I  hope  the  Alderman  will  allow  them  to  go 
over. 

Alderman  Breck — The  report  made  by  the  com- 
mittee is  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving.  I  proposed  to  take  it  from  the  table 
to  make  one  or  two  verbal  changes. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  hope  it  will  be  laid  over.  I 
am  opposed  to  putting  more  power  into  the  hands 
of  any  commission.  One  section  of  this  puts  more 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  Fire  Commissioners, 
which  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  tor. 

Alderman  Breck — Whe  we  have  taken  out  two 
or  three  lines,  I  think  the  Alderman  will  with- 
draw his  objections. 

Alderman  Flynn— My  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  first  section,  which  says  the  "Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  shall  have  the  supervision  of  all 
telegraph  and  telephone  wires  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  see  that  all  laws  and  ordinances  in  rela- 
tion thereto  are  enforced."  That  was  the  first 
section  that  struck  my  eyes.  I  have  not  had  time 
yet  to  read  Alderman  Woolley's  substitute. 

Alderman  "Woolley — While  I  have  no  objection 
to  having  the  matter  taken  from  the  table  today, 
still  if  any  member  of  this  Board  wishes  further 
time  to  consider  it,  f  have  no  objection  to  its  ly- 
ing over.  I  hope  every  gentleman  will  have  time 
to  read  and  consider  it. 

Alderman  Breck  withdrew  the  motion  to  take 
from  the  table. 

EVASION    OF    TAXES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  communica- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Assessors  respecting  the 
order  of  the  City  Council  relating  to  persons 
evading  taxes  by  'removal  from  the  city  in  April, 
1880  (City  Doc.  No.  79),  was  taken  from  thf-  table 
and  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assess- 
ors' Department.    Sent  down. 

A    PERSONAL    EXPLANATION. 

Alderman  Breck — At  the  last  session  of  the 
Board  I  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  citizens  of 
Jamaica  Plain,  requesting  to  be  heard  in  regard  to 
an  assessment  laid  on  a  sewer  built  last  year  on 
Pond  and  Centre  streets.  They  desired  to  have 
the  petition  referred  to  a  special  committee,  for  the 
reason,  given  me  by  one  of  the  petitioners,  that 
one  or  more  of  them  have  already  been  heard  by 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  and  have  not  been 
treated  courteously  and  could  obtain  no  satisfac- 
tion. I  was  requested  to  call  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  the  Board  to  the  petition.  There  was  op- 
position to  its  being  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee, and  I  then  urged  it  by  repeating  the  very 
words  given  me,  not  intending  to  cast  any  reflec- 
tions on  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  for  each  mem- 
ber of  which  I  have  the  highest  respect.  I  merely 
repeated  what  was  said  to  me,  supposing  of 
course  that  in  doing  so  I  should  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  petitioners.  I  can  only  say  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  that  Ido  not  consider  it 
beneath  my  dignity  to  apologize  for  anything  1 
might  have  said  that  they  think  reflected  upon 
their  honor  or  good  judgment— and  I  do  it  with 
pleasure.  At  the  saine  time  I  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  this  apology  concerns 
only  myself. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Caton. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    21,    1880. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 
7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shepard,  President, 
in'tbe  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  enlarge  the 
yard  of  the  Lincoln  School.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  of  petitions  of 
Caroline  Stevens,  Mary  Ann  Tracy,  Mary  A.  Niles 
and  Eliza  A.  Holmes,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries.   Severally  accepted,  in  concurrence. 

Communication  from  the  Board  of  Assessors  re- 
specting the  order  relating  to  persons  evading 
taxes  by  removal  from  the  city  in  April,  1880 
(City  Doc.  79).  Referred  to  Committee  on  Assess- 
ors'Department,  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  Leonard  Pickering  to  enlarge  a  wooden  build- 
iDg,  47  Everett  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  erect  or  en- 
large wooden  buildings  by  South  Boston  Ice  C'om- 
panj,  T.  E.  Halleck,  C.  Tilden,  Jr.,  Mrs.  F.  J.  G. 
Hunnernan,  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  Alex- 
ander Mann,  Choate  Burnham,  Drivers'  Union 
Ice  Company  and  John  Bertram.  Orders  several- 
ly passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  ascertain  and  report  whether  or  not 
a  suitable  lot  can  be  purchased  on  or  near  West 
.Newton  street,  and  at  a  reasonable  cost,  adapted 
for  a  South  End  branch  library.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Communication  from  Street  Commissioners 
transmitting  resolve  and  order  to  extend  Broad- 
way from  Albauy  to  Washington  street  at  an  ad- 
judged expense  of  $176,100.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Ed- 
ward McEntyre  for  compensation    for  damages 
occasioned  by  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Mt. 
Vernon  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 
Stony  Brook  Improvement. 

Order  taking  certain  lands  for  the  improvement 
of  Stony  Brook. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  the  order  was  read  a  second 
time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  have  no  desire  to 
delay  the  passage  of  the  order,  but  I  hope  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  will  explain  "to  the 
Council  the  particular  object  of  it.  This  special 
meeting  has  been  called  at  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  as  this  document  gives  no  informa- 
tion to  me — I  don't  know  how  it  is  with  the  other 
members — I  hope  the  chairman  will  explain  the 
effect  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Brown— It  is  well  understood  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  that  the  question  of  damages 
to  the  Boston  Belting  Company  by  the  proposed 
improvement  of  Stony  Brook  has  been  left  to 
referees.  They  have  had  two  meetings,  and  in 
presenting  their  claims,  the  Belting  Company 
stated  that  the  city  has  the  right  under  the  act  of 
1874  to  take  land  through  their  property,  which 
will  be  of  great  damage  to  them.  In  presenting 
their  case  they  made  considerable  of  a  handle  of 
that,  claiming  it  would  be  ruinous  to 
their  business.  The  City  Solicitor  stated 
to  the  Boston  Belting  Company  and  their 
attorneys,  that  the  city  of  Boston  did  not  intend 
to  take  any  land  of  the  company,  or  touch  their 
premises  in  the  least.  Mr.  Durant  said  to  Mr. 
Healy,  "Perhaps  the  present  City  Council  do  not 
intend  to  interfere  with  it,  but  under  the  act  any 
future  City  Government  have  the  right  to  come 
in  and  destroy  our  property,  and  we  want  pay  for 
it."  The  City  Solicitor  ruled  that  whatever  the 
city  of  Boston  did  under  the  act  at  this  time  was 
final,  and  that  no  future  City  Government  could 
take  any  more  land  to  improve  the  channel  of 
Stony  Brook  without  going  to  the  Legislature  for 
another  act.  In  order  to  present  that  matter  prop- 
erly before  the  referees  in  the  interest  of  the  city, 
it  was  desirous  that  the  City  Council  should  take 
the  necessary  land  and  file  the  description  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds,  which  we  could  present  to  the 


referees  as  final,  and  showing  all  the  lands  that 
could  be  taken  under  this  act.  Therefore,  this 
special  meeting  was  called  so  that  the  order  of 
taking  could  be  concurred  in  by  both  branches, 
and  we  could  properly  present  our  case  before  the 
referees.  I  have  the  maps  here,  if  any  gentleman 
would  like  to  trace  it;  but  the  taking'of  this  land 
is  only  a  matter  of  form. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  for  the  lucid  explanation  he  has  made. 
1  only  want  to  ask  one  or  two  more  questions  on 
the  subject,  and  they  are  m  regard  to  the 
whereases  of  the  order.  The  order  states  that  it 
has  been  determined  by  the  City  Council  to  es- 
tablish a  new  location  for  the  brook,  as  shown  by 
the  map.  I  want  to  know  whether  that  determi- 
nation has  been  previously  arrived  at,  or  whether 
it  is  to  be  voted  upon  tonight. 

Mr.  Brown— That  determination  has  been  ar- 
rived at  previous  to  this  meeting.  The  City  Coun- 
cil have  appropriated  the  money,  have  passed 
orders  to  make  this  improvement,  and  appointed 
their  committee  on  Stony  Brook  improvement. 
These  whereases  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
speaks  of  were  compiled  by  the  City  Solicitor  and 
Hon.  R.  M.  Morse,  Jr.,  and  we  calculated  that 
they  whereased  pretty  near  right. 

Mr.  Whitniore—  The  gentleman  has  failed  to  an- 
swer the  question  I  asked,  which  was,  whether 
we  have  before  this  time  established  any  new 
boundary,  or  whether  we  have  before  this  time 
determined  to  rnake  and  have  made  any  changes, 
or  whether  this  is  the  first  exercise  of  our  powers 
under  the  act.  If  we  have  passed  any  previous 
order,  I  wanted  to  have  a  reference  to  it.  If  this 
is  the  only  order  passed,  we  will  know  exactly 
where  we  are. 

Mr.  Brown— I  will  state  for  the  information  of 
the  gentleman  that  this  City  Government  have 
never  passed  any  order  for  the  taking  of  land  for 
the  improvement  of  Stony  Brook.  Under  the  act 
of  1870  the  town  of  West  Roxbury  accomplished 
all  they  desired  before  it  was  annexed  to  Boston, 
and  since  that  time  the  city  of  Boston  has  never 
passed  any  order  taking  any  land.  This  is  the 
first  order  ever  offered  in  that  direct. on  in  the 
City  Council,  and  it  is  the  final  order  of  taking 
which  can  be  passed. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  net  prevail.    Lost. 
Examination  of  Manufacturing  Establishments. 

A  report  and  order  to  appoint  three  Exam- 
iners of  Buildings,  to  make  the  necessary  ex- 
aminations of  btuldings  iu  which  parties  are  em 
ployed,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  chapter  197 
of  the  acts  of  1880,  came  down  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee  to  provide  the  means. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore — For  what  reason? 

Mr.  Bailey — Simply  to  gain  time.  I  don't  think 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  appreciated  what 
they  passed.  Therefore,  the  more  time  we  can 
gain  the  better. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19 — I  move  as  an  amend- 
ment that  It  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8.30  o'clock. 

The  President — The  motion  to  table  takes  prece- 
dence. 

Mr.  Bailey — Is  there  any  particular  necessityfor 
considering  it  immediately.' 

Mr.  Anthony— I  understand  there  is. 

Mr.  Bailey — Is  the  statute  under  which  this 
order  is  introduced  in  the  hands  of  the  Chair,  so 
he  can  read  it  ? 

The  President  read  the  following: 
[CHAPTER  197.1 
An  Act  Relative  to  Better  Means  of  Egress  from 

Manufacturing  Establishments. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Every  room  in  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments or  workshops  in  which  five  or  more 
operatives  are  employed,  above  the  second  story, 
shall  be  provided  with  more  than  one  way  of 
egress  by  stairways  on  the  inside  or  outside  of 
the  building;  and  such  stairway  shall  be  located 
as  near  as  may  be  practicable  at  opposite  ends  of 
the  room.  In  the  case  of  a  stairway  on  the  out- 
side of  the  building,  such  stairway  shall  have 
suitable  railed  landings  at  each  story  above  the 
first,  and  shall  connect  with  each  story  of  the 
building  by  doors,  or  by  windows  opening  out- 
ward; and  said  doors,  windows  and  landings 
shall  be  kept  at  all  times  clear  of  obstruc- 
tions; provided,  however,  that  no  manufacturing 
establishment  or  workshop  which  shall  have  been 
already  provided  with  proper  fire  escapes,  in  ac- 
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cordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  214  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  1877,  shall  be  required  to  conform 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  unless  since  such 
fire  escapes  were  constructed  there  shall  have 
been  such  changes  in  the  building,  or  in  the  em- 
ployes therein,  as  to  make  it  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Inspector  necessary  for  the  protection  of  human 
life;  and  provided,  further,  that  the  Inspector 
may  accept  of  such  other  provision  for  escape  in 
case  of  fire  as  may  seem  to  him  to  be  ample  for 
the  purpose;  but  nothing  in  this  last  provision 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  permit  the  Inspector 
to  allow  of  the  employment  of  women  or  children 
in  any  room  above  the  second  stoiy  from  which 
there  is  only  one  way  of  egress. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  pas- 
sage.   [Approved  April  15, 1880.1 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8— As  I  understand, 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings  has  obtained  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Solicitor,  who  says  it  is  necessary 
that  some  action  should  be  immediately  taken 
upon  the  enforcement  of  the  act.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman to  withdraw  his  motion  and  consent  to  an 
assignment  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  think  the  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
He  says  that  some  action  must  be  taken  immedi- 
ately upon  it.  Gentlemen  will  see  there  is  not  a 
room  in  which  there  are  five  persons  above  the 
second  floor  but  which  must  be  provided  with 
two  stairways.  I  venture  to  say  there  is  n't  half 
a  dozen  buildings  in  the  business  part  of  the  city 
but  the  owners  will  be  compelled  to  put  in  new 
stairways.  I  think  the  proper  way  is  to  lay  it 
upon  the  table  and  consider  whether  there  is  not 
some  way  to  prevent  this  expenditure  of  §2000, 
because  I  believe  the  next  Legislature  will  repeal 
the  act,  and  in  the  second  place  to  consider 
whether  we  cannot  do  something  to  avoid  the 
changes  contemplated. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19—1  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman why  he  wishes  the  delay.  Here  is  a  law 
passed  by  the  Legislature.  If  I  remember  aright, 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings  is  informed  by  the  City 
Solicitor  that  we  must  take  some  action  upon  it, 
and  ic  must  be  enforced. 

Mr.  Bailey — We  are  taking  some  action  on  it 
now. 

Mr.  Anthony — Why  do  you  propose  to  lay  it 
upon  the  table? 

Mr.  Bailey — Because  I  want  to  see  if  we  can- 
not find  some  way  to  prevent  this  expenditure. 

Mr.  Anthony — Why  not  assign  it  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council? 

Mr.  Bailey — Because  I  think  we  ought  to  take  a 
longer  time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  his  desire  to  have  the  matter 
killed,  is  not  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  raising 
his  objection  at  a  stage  when  the  Council,  not 
being  familiar  with  the  subject,  cannot  pass  upon 
it  properly.  This  motion  is  to  refer  to  a  commit- 
tee. I  remember  hearing  the  gentleman  say  that 
committees  were  the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  Council. 
It  seems  to  me  the  proper  way  will  be  to  send  it 
to  the  committee,  let  the  gentleman  appear  before 
the  committee;  and  if  he  shows  them,  as  I  have 
no  doubt  he  can,  that  we  should  do  nothing,  the 
committee  will.so  report.  But  to  refuse  to  have 
it  investigated  by  the  usual  plan  and  not  have  it 
referred  to  a  committee,  is  to  suppose  that  gen- 
tlemen are  well  informed  on  the  question.  I  con- 
fess I  am  unfamiliar  with  the  matter,  having  just 
heard  the  act  read.  But  I  am  all  the  more 
desirous  of  having  it  go  to  the  committee  and 
letting  them  recommend  whether  it  should  be 
acted  upon  or  not.  The  order  is  not  on  its  pass- 
age at  the  present  time.  When'  the  act  was 
passed-  it  was  certainly  believed  it  would  work 
well,  and  it  is  not  desirable  for  the  Council  to  re- 
fuse to  have  the  matter  investigated. 

Mr.  Bailey— How  does  the  order  come  before 
the  Council? 

The  President— It  is  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  don't  understand  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  We  have  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  and  they  want  the  Finance 
Committee  to  raise  §2000.  I  want  to  consider  the 
report  upon  its  merits,  and  see  if  we  cannot  find 
some  way  of  doing  it  without  spending  §2000.  I 
do  not  want  it  to  go  to  the  Finance  Committee 
with  instructions  to  provide  §2000. 
The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  lost. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19  the  sub- 
ject was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
at  half  past  eight  o'clock. 

Fourth  of  Jitlij. 
Order  for  Harbor  Master  to  prevent  craft  from 
being   moored   or   fastened   to   the  seawall  on 


Charles    River    during  the  regatta  on     July  5. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  the  ferry  directors  §300  from 
Fourth  of  July  appropriation,  amd  to  run  the  fer- 
ries free  of  tolls  on  July  5.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  to  appropriate  $200  additional  for  the 
Fourth  of  July  celebration,  to  be  expended  in 
East  Boston,  and  charged  to  incidentals. 

The  order,  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and 
Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  so  that  it  could  be  passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Wheeler  suggested  that  the  preceding  order 
be  considered  in  the  same  connection. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  objected. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  think  the  objection  stated  to  a 
similar  order  at  the  last  meeting  is  more  valid  in 
this  case.  We  have  passed  an  appropriation  for 
the  4th  of  July,  and  made  several  additions  to  it. 
It  seems  to  me  it  should  stop  where  it  is.  I  do 
not  know  but  this  may  be  a  praiseworthy  object, 
but  I  hope  the  rule  will  not  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5 — Our  appropriation  for 
the  Fourth  of  July  is  not  very  extravagantly 
large,  and  in  thinking  oyer  this  matter  I  grow  a 
little  more  liberal.  Whatever  use  they  desire  to 
put  this  to,  they  know  best;  but  I  do  not  think  it 
is  extravagant,  and  I  hope  the  rule  will  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.JSweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2 — I  also  hope  the  rule 
will  be  suspended  on  this  matter,  but  not  because 
I  am  from  the  Island  Ward,  This  feature  of  the 
Fourth  of  July  celebration  has  been  taken  hold 
of  by  the  citizens  of  East  Boston  for  quite  a  number 
of  years  past; — more  so  than  in  any  other  section  of 
the  city.  It  really  gives  entertainment  not  only 
to  the  people  of  East  Boston,  hut  to  parties  com- 
ing from  all  parts  of  the  city  to  witness  this  an- 
tique celebration.  I  do  not  think  any  part  of  the 
celebration  on  the  coming  5th  of  July  will  give 
more  satisfaction  to  the  public  at  large,  and  to 
the  citizens  of  East  Boston  particularly,  than  this 
entertainment.  I  hope  the  rule  will  be  suspended 
on  that  account. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  have  no  doubt  this  may 
be  a  very  desirable  feature  of  the  celebration,  and 
that  there  is  goon  reason  for  paying  for  it  out 
of  the  regular  appropriation.  But  we  made 
an  appropriation  for  the  Fourth  of  July, 
and  if  there  were  gentlemen  who  wished 
a  larger  amount,  they  had  an  opportunity 
to  be  heard  at  that  time.  In  fact  they  were 
heard.  My  impression  is  it  was  proposed  to  ap- 
propriate a  larger  sum,  and  that  was  voted  down. 
But  when  the  appropriation  is  once  made  and  a 
committee  appointed  upon  the  celebration  of  the 
Fourth  of  July,  it  is  their  duty  to  spend  the 
money  appropriated  and  not  come  in  here  and 
ask  for  additional  sums  merely  because  one  plan 
or  another  which  some  members  of  the  commit- 
tee take  an  interest  in  cannot  be  carried  out.  As 
the  gentleman  said  the  other  night,  it  is  a  matter 
which  ought  to  be  settled  in  the  committee. 
This  is  not  a  proper  time  to  consider  whether 
the  appropriation  is  large  enough  or  not.  I 
should  suppose  it  is  a  liberal  one.  Certainly  last 
year  there  were  no  additional  appropriations 
made  after  the  regular  one  was  passed.  I  hope 
the  rule  will  not  be  suspended. 

Mi.  Christal  of  Ward  8 — I  understand  the  great- 
er portion  of  this  appropriation  is  going  to  the 
Ancients  and  Horribles  over  there.  1  consider 
that  display  one  ot  the  first  guns  for  the 
Fourth  of  July,  and  if  it  is  sent  off  all  well  the 
celebration  goes  off  in  good  shape.  I  have 
changed  my  mind  since  the  last  meeting.  I  know 
a  great  many  people  from  out  of  town  and  other 
parts  of  the  city  come  to  see  this  display.  Con- 
sidering the  amusement  it  gives  to  the  women  and 
children,  and  the  good  send-off  for  the  Fourth, 
I  shall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  not  altered  my  opinion 
from  what  the  Council  did  the  other  night;  but  I 
merely  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this 
appropriation  will  require  a  two-thirds  vote  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  in  order  to  save  time  I  would 
move  that  the  question  on  suspending  the  rules 
be  taken  by  a  rising  vote.  If  tw  i-thitds  vote  to 
suspend  the  rule,  they  will  back  it  up  by  the  yeas 
and  nays  for  the  passage  of  the  order.  If  less 
thriithat  number  are  present,  it  will  not  be 
worth  while  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  on  the  suspension  of  tlie  rule  was 
taken  on  a  rising  vote— 37  for,  17  against— and  the 
rule  was  suspended. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  rime  and  passed  in 
concurrence. 
Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailev,  Barry,  Bigelow  , 
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Blakemore,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Christal,  Coe, 
Devine,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Dud- 
ley, Farwell,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick.Folan,  Freeman, 
Hancock,  Hilton,  Howard,  Kendricken,  Lovell, 
McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Murphy,  Nason, 
O'Dowd,  Perkins,  Pratt,  Pray,  Rogers,  Sibley, 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Ward,  Welch,  Wheel- 
er, Wyman,  Walsh — 41. 

Kays — Messrs.  Austin,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp, 
Greenough,  Hart,  Hagar,  Parkman,  Plimpton, 
H.  N.  Sawyer,  Sweetser,  Swift,  Taylor,  Tuck- 
er, Viles,  Wharton,  Whitmore,  Williams— 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bowker,  Child, 
Cronin,  Denney,  Devlin,  Hollis,  Hosley,  Lane, 
Lauten,  Morrison,  N.  Sawyer — 11, 

Mr.  C.  F.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  moved  a  reconsid- 
eration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

[See  later  in  the  proceedings  for  further  action 
on  the  subject.] 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  purchase  of  B.  F.  Ricker  and  Or.  4.. 
Wilson,  for  a  public  square,  a  lot  of  land  at  the 
junction  of  Rockland  street  and  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue,  Brighton  (about  25,000  feet),  for  fifty 
cents  a  foot,  as  in  said  order  set  forth.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

Order  for  a  visit  of  the  Common  Council  and 
others  to  the  works  for  the  introduction  of  water 
from  Sudbury  River,  on  July  14  next.  Amended, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough,  so  as  to  include 
the  Mayor  and  Mayor's  clerk  and  passed  as 
amended. 

Barrel    Wagons. 

An  ordinance  to  regulate  the  size  of  vehicles 
and  their  loads. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  moved  the  special  assign- 
ment of  the  subject  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  feel  it  my  duty  on 
behalf  of  the  committee  to  object  to  any  such 
motion.  This  matter  has  been  fully  considered. 
No  new  evidence  or  arguments  can  be  present- 
ed. Everything  has  been  said  for  and  against 
the  ordinance  that  can  possibly  be  imagined.  I 
am  constrained  to  think  this  is  a  mere  attempt  to 
delay  the  matter,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  go  over 
the  summer  recess.  The  parties  interested  have 
taken  all  kinds  of  usual  and  unusual  means  to 
prevent  its  adoption.  The  matter  has  been  fully 
considered  by  the  committee,  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  by  this  branch  at  its  last  meeting. 
For  this  reason  I  hope  we  shall  come 
to  a  vote  at  once.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  motion  to  specially  assign  is  made  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Council.  If  by  any  chance  there 
is  a  majority  here  sufficient  to  reject  the  ordi- 
nance, the  committee  will  have  done  their  duty. 
I  see  no  reason  to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  may  have  fully  considered  this  matter, 
aud  perhaps  it  is  also  the  duty  of  every  member 
of  this  Council  to  have  considered  and  looked 
carefully  into  the  merits  of  the  question.  But  for 
myself  and  for  other  members  of  the  Council  who 
have  spoken  to  me,  I  would  say  we  have  not  as 
yet  received  all  the  information  we  desire,  or 
looked  into  this  matter  as  fully  as  we  would 
wish.  Therefore  we  wish  to  have  it  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting.  I  can  see  no  reason 
for  pushing  it  to  a  vote.  A  week  has  not  elapsed 
since  the  last  meeting,  and  as  this  is  a 
special  meeting,  I  hope  the  ordinance  will 
go  over  to  the  next  regular  meeting;  then  if 
ft  is  passed,  well  and  good.  I,  and  other  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  to  me  this  evening,  wish 
further  time  to  consider  it.  There  are  several 
things  connected  with  it  we  do  not  fully  under- 
stand. Undoubtedly,  the  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  has  looked  into' the  matter,  and  possibly  it 
may  have  been  our  duty  to  do  so,  but  we  have 
not. 

Mr.  Bailey— This  is  the  last  order  upon  the  pro- 
gramme, it  is  only  half-past  eight,  and  the  best 
way  for  the  gentleman  is  to  state  what  he  desires 
to  know,  arid  then  if  there  is  anything  new  or 
anything  we  do  not  understand,  we  can  let  it  lie 
over.  1  hope  the  gentleman  will  give  us  some  of 
his  objections  to  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  wish  again  to  repeat  to  the 
Council  that  this  matter  comes  to  us  in  this  way: 
The  desire  for  this  ordinance  comes  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Boston  particularly,  who  live  on  or 
near  the  streets,  or  are  in  the  habit  of  driving 
through  the  streets  where  these  barrel  wagons 
pass.    The  committee  have  given  it  a  large  meas- 


ure of  attention,  and  having  done  that  I  do  not 
propose  to  defend  it  unless  some  attack  is  made 
upon  it.  I  believe  the  Council  fully  understand 
it,  and  when  we  come  to  a  vote,  whether  the  ordi- 
nance is  passed  or  rejected,  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mittee will  have  been  discharged.  The  only  rea- 
son for  delay  is  to  prevent  its  passage.  I  know  it 
is  the  intention  of  those  interested  in  this  busi- 
ness to  put  the  matter  off  in  hopes  that  no  ordi- 
nance of  this  kind  can  be  passed  this  year. 
Therefore  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  it  delaye'd.  I 
should  be  still  more  sorry  to  see  the  ordinance 
rejected,  but  if  it  is,  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee will  feel  that  they  have  done  their  duty. 
Those  teams  are  an  annoyance  and  a  nuisance  to 
some  one  every  day  they  are  allowed  to  go 
through  the  streets.  For  that  reason  the  Council 
ought  to  make  up  its  mind  whether  they  will  re- 
ject the  ordinance  or  not. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  --I  would  like  to  ask  if 
there  has  been  printed  a  draft  of  this  ordinance 
they  propose  to  have  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  was  reported  in  the  other 
branch  and  printed  in  the  proceedings,  where  it 
will  be  found  at  length,  which  is  the  customary 
form  of  printing  all  ordinances  first  reported  in 
the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  do  not  think  it  is 
very  necessary  to  say  a  great  deal  about  this 
question.  It  was  very  thoroughly  discussed  the 
last  time  the  Council  met.  1  happen  to  have 
the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  the  committee, 
and  should  like  to  state  from  my  own  personal 
experience  with  what  care  this  ordinance  was 
drawn,  aud  how  very  careful  the  committee  were 
not  to  hurry  about  it.  We  adjourned  several 
times — I  cannot  state  exactly  how  many;  but  af- 
ter giving  the  hearings  we  adjourned  from  time  to 
time,  in  order  that  we  might  consider  the  ordi- 
nance privately,  and  then  come  back  to  the  com- 
mittee and  discuss  it.  We  gave  every  possible 
opportunity  for  persons  to  be  heard  upon  the 
question.  As  was  stated  at  the  last  meeting,  we 
advertised  our  first  hearing  in  the  newspapers. 
Not  a  single  person  appeared  in  opposition  to  the 
measure.  Subsequently  Mr.  Ames  petitioned  to 
have  a  hearing  for  himself,  and  we  gave  it.  We 
talked  with  him  a  long  while,  and  after 
all  that  we  came  to  the  conclusion  which 
the  Council  have  seen.  I  wish  to  say  once 
more  we  did  not  come  to  that  conclusion  in  a 
hurry.  MTe  were  very  careful.  Perhaps  it  is 
worth  while  to  add  one  word  more  in  regard  to 
the  ordinance  itself.  It  is  not  directed  exclusive- 
ly against  barrel  wagons,  and  it  is  a  mistake  for 
members  to  say  that  it  is.  The  committee  thought 
the  time  had  come  when  it  was  necessary  to  fix  a 
certain  size  for  loads  passing  through  the  streets. 
The  barrel  wagons  drew  our  attention  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  possible,  under  existing  laws,  for  such 
huge  loads  to  pass  through  the  streets.  They  also 
drew  our  attention  to  the  fact  that  such  loads 
might  be  a  very  serious  inconvenience  to  the  pub- 
lic. Having  our  attention  so  directed  to  the  sub- 
ject, we  came  to  the  conclusion  that,  considering 
the  growing  business  of  the  city  and  the  in- 
creasing traffic  in  the  streets,  the  time  had  come 
to  fix  the  size  of  leads  generally. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  G— I  trust  this  matter  may 
be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  After  the  con- 
sideration given  to  it  by  members  of  the  commit- 
tee I  have  no  doubt  they  are  conversant  with  the 
subject.  But  many  members  of  the  Council  re- 
quire almost  as  much  consideration  as  a  week 
will  aWow,  and  they  certainly  have  not  had  that 
opportunity,  only  four  days  having  elapsed  since 
the  last  meeting.  They  want  more  time  to  con- 
sider it  and  see  if  the  statements  made  by  gentle- 
men of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  are  correct. 
Some  of  their  statements  were  certainly  very 
strong.  Before  we  put  any  hinderance  upon  com- 
merce and  traffic  in  the  city  of  Boston  we  ought 
to  consider  the  steps  we  are  going  to  take.  I 
should  like  to  know  if  other  large  cities  in  the 
Union  have  adopted  ordinances  of  this  kind  for 
the  regulation  of  traffic  in  their  streets,  and  if 
not,  I  should  like  to  consider  whether  it  would  be 
wise  for  Boston  to  take  the  initiative.  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether  this  ordinance  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Solicitor,  and  whether  it  will 
hold  good  in  law. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  suppose  there  are 
few  things  that  come  before  the  Council  which 
have  been  more  thoroughly  considered  than  this 
matter  of  the  barrel  wagons,  or  at  least  the  nuis- 
ance this  ordinance  is  intended  to  prevent.  In  the 
first  place,  the  makers  of  these  barre'  wagons  had 
a  hearing  before  the  Police  Commissioners,  which 
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was  thorough.  They  had  a  hearing  before  the 
committee  of  the  Legislature,  which  was  also 
thorough,  and  the  result  of  that  hearing  was  the 
passage  of  this  acl,  after  a  full  consideration  of 
all  the  circumstances.  Then  they  had  two  hear- 
ings before  a  committee  of  the  City  Council.  I  do 
not  see  what  we  are  to  gain  by  putting  this  thing 
off  except  some  additional  delay.  I  do  not  see 
that  those  gentlemen  who  oppose  it  give  any 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  considered  on  its 
merits  tonight. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  do  not  intend  at  this 
moment  to  enter  into  any  discussion  upon  this 
matter.  I  did  not  suppose  any  discussion  would 
arise,  but  that  we  should  come  to  a  vote  at  once. 
Therefore,  I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7— What  disposition  will 
that  make  of  the  motion  to  assign? 

The  President — The  main  question  cuts  oft'  the 
assignment. 

Mr.  Lovell — That  is  one  of  my  blunders.  I 
wished  to  reach  a  vote  on  the  special  assignment. 
I  withdraw  my  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  object  to  the  withdrawal  of 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  ob- 
ject. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5—1  hope  the  main  question 
will  not  be  ordered.  I  wish  to  say  something  in 
answer  to  what  has  been  said.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  says  the  time  has  come  when  some- 
thing should  be  done  in  regard  to  the  increased 
traffic  in  our  streets.  I  have  thought  just  that 
thing  myself  when  I  have  seen  the  city  of  Boston 
charter  railroads  and  not  leave  a  chance  for  a 
man  in  the  street  with  a  team,  and  when  Atlantic 
avenue  has  been  used  for  cars  standing  as  a  pota- 
to market  for  days  and  weeks.  The  city  of  Bos- 
ton has  done  that.  Now  they  have  come  here 
with  an  ordinance  to  regulate  the  size  of  a  load. 
Yes,  and  the  individual  that  owns  a  team,  you 
grind  him  up,  but  let  the  corporations  all  go  free. 
1  have  seen  a  horse  car  trimmed  with  banners 
passing  along  and  seen  a  horse  run  out  of  sight 
with  two  women  in  the  carriage  holding 
him,  and  I  thought,  he  was  scared.  The 
city  of  Boston  allows  it  because  they  can  make 
money.  But  if  I  have  a  team  and  am  called 
upon  by  a  merchant  to  move  goods  that  cannot 
be  separated,  the  city  of  Boston  says  to  me,  "You 
must  stop  your  business."  The  gentlemen  on  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  of  high  legal  learning, 
have  come  in  here  and  told  us  the  teamsters 
should  submit  to  it.  There  was  considerable  said 
the  other  night  about  the  extreme  generosity  of 
three  inches.  Now,  I  saw  two  tanks  going  to  East 
Boston  today,  each  wider  than  this  ordinance 
provides.  How  can  you  separate  them,  and  how 
are  you  going  to  get  them  to  the  place  of  manu- 
facture? 

Mr.  Bailey — If  you  have  such  a  load  as  that,  the 
Inspector  will  give  you  a  permit  to  carry  it 
through. 

Mr.  Sibley— There  is  just  where  the  point  comes. 
You  wish  to  put  a  man  to  all  this  trouble.  He 
will  have  to  come  to  City  Hall  and  get  a  permit. 

Mr.  Bailey — Why  do  you  want  wagons  licensed, 
■except  to  have  them  under  proper  regulation? 

Mr.  Sibley — I  never  said  I  did  want  to  have 
them  licensed. 

Mr.  Bailey— Does  the  gentleman  want  to  do 
away  with  wagon  licenses  ? 

Mr.  Sibley — It  has  been  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  no  right  to  take 
a  license  for  any  team  in  the  city.  We  do  it  for 
this  reason:  We  want  to  have  a  place  on  the 
street  where  we  can  make  a  home  and  have  a 
stopping  place.  It  is  a  mere  privilege.  There  is 
no  law  or  gospel  that  can  prevent  me  from  back- 
ing up  to  a  building  and  taking  a  load  in  a  rea- 
sonable time,  if  a  merchant  hires  me.  Here  is  a 
matter  that  somebody  complains  of,  and  they 
wish  to  regulate  it.  Who  is  going  to  decide  it? 
The  gentleman  is  a  lawyer,  and  he  knows.  I  say 
you  are  making  an  ordinance  that  wont  amount 
to  anything.  As  I  said  a  week  ago  there  are  loads 
of  hay,  hides,  wool  aDd  many  other  articles 
moved  through  the  streets  which  cannot  be  di- 
vided. For  instance,  a  merchant  says  to  me,  "I 
want  a  load  of  goods  from  East  Boston."  I  send 
my  team  to  East  Boston  and  I  find  I  must  come 
back  to  get  a  permit  before  I  can  bring  the  load 
through  the  city.  Now,  what  is  the  consistency  of 
doing  all  this,  until  some  one  has  committed  a 
crime?  I  do  not  want  to  compel  a  man  to  labor 
for  nothing,  when  he  will  do  no  injury  if  you  let 
him  alone.    I  admit  these  barrel  wagons  are  an 


uncouth,  disagreeable  thing  to  look  at,  but  I  have 
yet  to  hear  of  one  person  being  injured  by  them. 
We  hear  about  the  limbs  of  trees  being  injured; 
you  will  find  a  great  many  requests  coming  in 
about  trimming  trees.  One  man  wants  the  trees 
trimmed,  and  another  does  not.  What  is  one 
man's  meat  is  another  man's  poison.  Now,  who  is  to 
be  punished  ?  There  are  thousands  of  sugar  barrels 
delivered  through  the  city.  If  the  people  did  n't 
want  them  they  would  n't  buy  them.  I  don't 
know  the  gentleman  who  manufactures  them. 
But  I  am  not  in  favor  of  putting  a  Chinese  wall 
around  Boston  ana  keeping  people  out  of  the  city. 
I  am  in  favor  of  the  manufacturers  having?  the 
privilege  of  transporting  these  barrels. 

Mr.  Bailey— The  gentleman  says  he  is  in  favor 
of  bringing  business  to  Boston.  I  understand  the 
strongest  argument  is  that  if  this  ordinance  is 
passed  it  will  cause  these  barrels  to  be  manufac- 
tured in  Boston. 

Mr.  Sibley— That  is  just  the  pith  of  this  argu- 
ment. They  want  to  force  something,  and  put  an 
inconvenience  upon  somebody  and  plague  some- 
body who  are  peaceably  and  quietly  doing  their 
own  business.  Why  not  say  they  shall  not  haul 
so  many  barrels  on  a  team?  There  is  an  ordi- 
nance saying  that  a  load  of  hay  shall  not  be  larger 
than  three  tons,  and  yet  there  are  many  loads  of 
ten  tons.  Men  have  followed  them  through  the 
city  and  seen  no  damage  done.  When  there  is  n't 
^ny  damage  done,  it  don't  make  any  difference. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— I  would  ask  if  this  ordinance  has 
been  referred  to  the  City  Solicitor  ? 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 
limiting  debate  on  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  and  Mr.  Bailey  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  sorry  to  object,  but  I  think 
everybody  has  asked  about  all  the  questions  they 
can. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  question. 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  should  like  to  know  from  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  if  a  draft  of  this  ordi- 
nance has  been  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor 
for  his  approval. 

Mr.  Bailey— The  act  authorized  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  pass  an  ordinance  limiting  the  width  of 
vehicles  and  their  loads.  That  is  all  we  are  doing. 
We  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  submitting  it  to 
the  City  Solicitor  tor  his  opiniori. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— I  suppose  the  gentlemen  on  that 
committee  are  very  good  lawyers,  but  I  believe  it 
is  customary  in  this  City  Government  to  submit 
drafts  of  ordinances  to  the  City  Solicitor,  and 
I  think  his  opinion  upon  this  matter  would  be  of 
considerable  importance.  It  appears  to  me,  al- 
though I  am  not  a  lawyer,  that  this  ordinance  is 
open  to  some  objections  even  in  law. 

Mr.  Whitmore-  Having  been  on  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  for  the  last  two  years,  I  must  in- 
form the  gentleman  that  it  is  not  the  custom  to 
submit  ordinances  to  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  would  like  to  say  just  one  word 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  in  answer  to  my  friend 
from  Ward  5.  There  is  a  law  in  this  State  limit- 
ing the  weight  of  loads  which  pass  over  bridges. 
Yet,  I  dare  say,  loads  go  over  bridges  over  and 
above  that  weight,  and  no  complaint  is  made. 
Yet  there  is  a  law  which  keeps  people  in  check, 
so  they  will  not  carry  a  load  much  above  that.  I 
do  not  think  anybody,  even  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  will  deny  it  is  a  good  law.  So  in  regard 
to  licenses.  We  require  drivers  of  hacks  to  have 
licenses,  in  order  to  keep  them  under  restraint, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  do.  So  now  we 
make  an  ordinance  that  there  shall  be  a  certain 
width  for  wagons  and  their  loads.  Although  we 
think  that  is  as  wide  as  any  load  should  be  al- 
lowed to  go  through,  we  leave  it  to  the  discretion 
of  one  of  the  sworn  officers  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, in  case  of  exigency,  so  that  if  a  man 
has  a  large  load  he  can  come  here 
and  get  a  permit.  The  gentleman  talks 
about  the  hardship  of  coming  here  yet 
he  comes  here  every  day  to  attend  to  business. 
If  he  had  a  very  heavy  load  to  carry  on  one  of  his 
teams  it  is  in  the  line  of  his  business  to  come  here 
and  get  a  permit.  It  isn't  a  very  bad  bugbear, 
after  all,  and  the  gentleman  knows  it.  When  the 
gentleman  made  the  remark  that  he  is  anxious  to 
bring  business  to  this  city,  I  stated  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  was  that  it  would  bring  this 
business  to  Boston.  Its  effect  upon  business 
made  the  committee  hesitate  a  long  time  to  make 
this  change.  Yet  the  gentleman  comes  up  here 
and  dodges  the  point  ana  savs  he  don't  care 
about  bringing  this  business  here. 

Mr.  Sibley— I  have  dodged  no  point.  I  said  I 
don't  believe  in    placing   a   Chinese  wall  around 
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Boston  to  keep  people  out.  You  said  you  wished 
to  pass  this  ordinance  to  force  these  men  to  do 
their  business  here.  I  say  I  don't  wish  to  pass  it 
to  force  them.  If  that  is  dodging  the  point  you 
don't  understand  the  English  language. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  stated  that  if  this  ordinance  is 
passed  it  will  bring  business  into  the  city,  and 
the  gentleman  said  he  did  n't  want  to  bring  busi- 
ness here  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Sibley— I  don't  want  to  force  them. 

Mr.  Bailey — Then  I  suppose  the  gentleman 
would  say  that  no  sugar  could  be  manufactured 
here  because  it  could  be  manufactured  cheaper 
than  anywhere  else,  and  that  if  we  could,  by  pass- 
ing an  "ordinance,  cause  all  the  sugar  to  be  man- 
ufactured here,  we  should  not  pass  it. 

Mr.  Sibley— I  don't  care  about  arguing  the  mat- 
ter tonight  with  the  gentleman.  I  will  take  an- 
other evening  with  him.  I  don't  believe  in  for- 
cing it  in  this  way.  The  width  you  have  stated  is 
inconvenient,  because  I  don't  wish  to  force  every 
man  to  leave  his  team  and  run  to  City  Hall  for  a 
permit  whenever  he  has  a  wide  load. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man speaking  on  this  question  whether  there  is 
any  limit  to  the  length  ot  these  wagons  ? 

Mr.  Bailey — None, 

Mr.  Christal — I  don't  see  but  what  they  would 
make  it  fifty  feet,  and  they  would  be  more  incon- 
venient than  now. 

Mr.  Bailey— Then  we  should  go  to  the  Legisla- 
ture and  get  another  act  passed.  Any  gentleman 
who  knows  anything  about  teams  and  is  not  in- 
terested, is  in  favor' of  this  ordinance.  Alderman 
Slade  and  the  Fire  Commissioners  know  about 
teams,  and  they  are  in  favor  of  it.  We  have  n't 
bad  a  person  up  there  to  oppose  this  except  those 
who  favor  these  barrel  wagons  and  keeping  them 
as  they  are. 

Mr.  Sibley — The  probable  reason  they  did  not 
appear  was  because  nobody  supposed  the  com- 
mittee would  bring  forward  such  an  ordinance. 

Mr.  Bailey — That  may  be,  but  after  it  is  adver- 
tised for  a  week,  and  hearings  have  been  had, 
and  it  was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  a 
week  ago,  does  he  think  the  people  of  Boston  are 
fools  and  don't  read  the  proceedings  of  the  City 
Government,  and  don't  know  what  is  going  on? 
I  don't  think  his  constituents  would  think  such 
a  thing.    It  is  absurd  to  bring  up  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— Have  n't  the  people  to  the  number 
of  fifty  come  before  us  with  a  petition  and  asked 
for  a  hearing  ? 

Mr.  Bailey — I  don't  believe  a  member  of  this 
Council  can  get  up  here  and  name  a  single  prac- 
tical business  man  in  the  city  of  Boston  who  ob- 
jected to  it,  except  among  those  interested.  I 
can  get  a  dozen  petitions  tomorrow  to  cut  off  the 
Mayor's  head.  There  is  no  trouble  about  getting 
petitions  any  time.  The  only  question  before  this 
Council  is,  Is  this  a  proper  ordinance  to  pass? 
We  say,  show  us  where  it  is  improper  in  the 
slightest  respect.  Nobody  can  do  it.  My  friend 
from  Ward  5  brings  up  the  argument  that  he  may 
have  a  load  which  cannot  be  separated.  Well, 
imagine  a  load  eight  feet  nine  inches  square,  or  a 
cube,  that  is  going  to  be  put  upon  a  team  and 
carried  through  the  city  of  Boston.  How  many 
such  loads  go  through  the  city  ?  Very  few  indeed. 
I  think  it  is  but  fair  and  proper  in  such  a  case  to 
come  before  the  appointed  officer  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  specify  what  streets  you  propose  to  go 
through  with  such  a  load  as  that,  in  order 
that  precaution  may  be  taken  to  prevent 
loss  of  life  and  injury  to  property.  That  is  what 
ought  to  be  done  tor  the  protection  of  the  people. 
Now,  the  gentleman  says  there  is  no  demand  "for 
this  bill.  As  my  friend  from  Ward  11  has  said, 
last  year  a  very  strong  petition  was  laid  before 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  the  matter 
was  taken  to  the  Police  Commissioners,  who  went 
into  it  very  thoroughly,  and  left  it  to  the  City  So- 
licitor, who  said  they  had  no  authority  to  act. 
The  matter  went  to  the  Legislature,  and  these 
same  gentlemen  opposed  it.  There  were  gentle- 
men in  the  Legislature  from  all  the  towns  and 
cities  of  this  Commonwealth.  The  parties  inter- 
ested in  these  barrel  wagons  made  a  fight  there, 
but  these  gentlemen  of  the  Legislature  said  it 
was  proper  to  allow  the  city  of  Boston  to  regulate 
the  size  of  loads  passing  through  its  streets  if  it 
desired  to.  They  had  every  opportunity  to  be 
heard.  Mind  you,  gentlemen,  these  men  who  car- 
ried these  barrels  on  teams  are  the  only  parties  who 
appeared  in  opposition  to  this  measure  before  the 
Police  Commissioners  or  any  other  body.  Now,  I 
say  where  is  the  injustice  of  allowing  us  to  regn- 
] ate  those  loads ?    Then  we  say  the  width  of  the 


widest  load  shall  be  eight  feet  nine  inches.  We 
say  that,  after  consultation  with  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets.  We  say,  that  shall  be  the  width  of 
the  widest  axle.  I  am  reported  as  saying  at  the 
last  meeting  that  it  is  the  widest  load.  I  have 
no  doubt  I  did  say  so;  but  we  mean  it  is  the  width 
of  the  widest  team.  We  are  informed  that  eight 
feet  six  inches  is  the  width  of  the  widest  team, 
and  we  said  if  that  is  the  case  we  will  put  on 
three  more  inches,  and  say  that  shall  be  the 
widest  team  which  shall  go  through  the  city 
without  a  permit  from  the  sworn  Inspector  of 
Licenses. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7—1  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  the  gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  ques- 
tion before  the  house,  which  is  on  the  assign- 
ment of  the  matter. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  right. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  submit  that  one  of  the  strongest 
arguments  against  the  assignment  of  the  matter 
is  that— 

The  President — The  gentleman's  time  has  ex- 
pired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5,  Mr.  Bailey's 
time  was  extended. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  am  against  this  assignment  be- 
cause I  think  this  ordinance  should  be  passed  to- 
night, for  the  reason  that  it  is  such  a  proper  meas- 
ure that  no  delay  ought  to  be  made.  I  propose  to 
show  why  it  is  a"  proper  act,  and  if  I  show  that, 
then  I  think  I  show  why  there  should  be  no  de- 
lay. I  ihink  that  no  load  ought  to  be  put  upon  a 
team  wider  than  the  team  itself.  If  anybody  can 
show  that  any  particular  branch  ot  business  will 
be  incommoded  by  this  width,  they  have  not  un- 
dertaken to  do  so  yet.  When  they  do  that,  then  I 
will  be  willing  to  tali,  about  it.  The  only  objec- 
tion is  to  these  barrel  wagons,  and  I  am  willing  to 
leave  it  to  the  consideration  of  any  gentleman  if 
they  do  not  furnish  the  strongest  reason  for  pass- 
ing it. 

Mr.  Christal — I  was  not  in  favor  of  having  it 
specially  assigned,  but  after  hearing  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  who  preceded  me,  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  special  assignment.  The  more  I 
hear  this  ordinance  discussed  the  more  complicat- 
ed it  seems  to  be  and  the  more  defective  it 
appears.  Amongst  all  these  reasons  they  do  not 
define  the  length  of  these  wagons.  They  might 
make  them  fifty  feet,  which  will  be  a  long  train. 

Mr.  Bailey — If  the  gentleman  will  read  the  law 
he  will  find  it  only  allows  us  to  regulate  the 
width.  I  am  informed  that  twenty  feet  is  the 
longest  team  allowed  by  law. 

Mr.  Christal— Then  if  that  is  the  law,  the  gen- 
tleman takes  some  other  proof.  I  want  an  oppor- 
tunity to  find  some  authority  and  see  if  that  is 
the  law.  The  more  I  look  at  it  the  more  it  seems 
defective.  If  it  is  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
it  will  give  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to  consider 
this  matter,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  recommitted 
with  instructions  to  report  a  proper  ordinance. 
If  that  was  done  we  would  have  more  discussion, 
and  perhaps  things  would  be  more  agreeable  to 
all  parties. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  am  sorry  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,who  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  thinks  that  the 
committee  desire  to  push  this  thing  through  to- 
night. That  is  not  the  desire  of  the  committee  in 
any  way.  I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  not 
a  single  motion  has  been  made  by  the  committee 
to  hasten  this  matter.  They  have  said  they  are 
ready  to  answer  any  question.  They  only  object 
to  its  being  specially  assigned  for  the  reason  that 
they  think  it  has  received  sufficient  considera- 
tion, that  they  have  been  careful  in  preparing  it, 
and  are  ready  to  answer  any  questions  that  may 
be  raised.  The  committee  are  ready,  and  we  have 
time  to  go  into  this  matter  now,if  there  is  anything 
to  be  said  about  it.  I  would  say  one  word'aDout 
referring  this  ordinance  to  the  City  Solicitor: 
As  is  very  well  known,  the  only  opinion  the 
City  Solicitor  would  give  us  is,  as  to  whether  we 
were  drawing  an  ordinance  within  the  power 
given  us  by  the  statute.  To  avoid  any  question 
of  that  kind,  we  were  particularly  careful  in 
drawing  the  ordinance  to  follow  the  words  of  the 
statute  wherever  there  would  be  any  question. 

Mr.  Lovell — I  understand  from  tne  gentlemen 
not  in  favor  of  assigning  this  matter,  that  it  has 
been  thoroughly  and  carefully  considered  by  the 
committee,  that  they  have  given  all  proper  hear- 
ings, in  fact  more  than  it  is  customary  to  give.  I 
have  it  from  the  lips  of  the  gentleman  most  in- 
terested in  this  matter,  that  he  came  before  the 
committee  in  an  informal  way,  that  he  was  going 
away,  and  they  told  him  they  could  not  do  any- 
thing  until    he    was    personally    notified;     that 
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he  went  away,  that  an  advertisement  was 
placed  in  the  papers  —  and  was  after- 
wards told  it  was  placed  in  the  Globe  alone,  but 
I  will  not  vouch  for  that  statement — that  he  has 
tried  several  times  since  then  to  get  a  heating, 
and  the  hearing  has  not  been  had. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  imagine  the  gentleman  . 
wishes  to  mislead  the  Council.  What  he  is  stat- 
ing is  unqualifiedly  false.  The  information  he 
has  received  is  false.  I  have  stated  it  before  on 
the  authority  of  the  records  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  gentle- 
man referred  to  did  not  attend  the  advertised 
hearing,  but  the  records  of  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances show  that  two  days  afterwards  he  did 
attend  a  meeting  of  the  committee  and  was  heard 
by  counsel.  One  reason  why  the  Aldermen  and 
Council  have  been  misled  is  by  this  attempt  at 
falsehood.  The  gentleman  did  attend  the  second 
meeting  and  was  heard,  and  the  record  can 
be  produced  at  any  time.  For  that  reason 
I  wish  to  stop  the  matter  where  it  is.  More 
than  that,  I  wish  to  state  that  he  was  asked  if  he 
wanted  any  further  time  to  produce  any  more 
evidence,  and  he  said  no,  it  was  no  use.  I  ven- 
tured to  interrupt  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1 
to  prevent  his  going  on  in  the  erroneous  course 
in  which  he  started. 

Mr.  Lovell — I  have  stated  the  matter  as  it  was 
stated  to  me.  I  believe  few  members  of  this 
Council  know  the  number  of  barrel  racks  run 
into  the  city  of  Boston,  and  very  few  know  how 
many  of  them  come  within  the  law.  Very  tew 
understand  how  many  teams  pass  through  the 
city  with  wool,  hides  and  other  merchandise  that 
will  be  affected  by  this  ordinance.  There  is  one 
concern  in  the  city  that  handles  more  than  50,000 
hogsheads- 
Mr.  Wheeler— Is  the  gentleman  ready  to  state 
positively  that  those  people  will  be  affected 
by  it  ? 

Mr.  Lovell — These  statements  were  made  to  me 
by  a  man  in  the  teaming  business.  I  am  not  in 
that  business  myself,  but  I  went  to  him  for  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Christal— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  one  question,  whether  these  gentle- 
men will  be  affected  by  the  special  assignment  to 
the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Lovell — I  will  admit  that  the  gentleman 
has  got  me.  I  cannot  answer  that  question.  Now 
I  understand  that  these  parties  have  offered  this 
committee — X  should  not  make  this  statement 
unless  they  had  said  they  had  thoroughly  con- 
sidered this  matter;  I  may  be  misinformed,' and  I 
don't  wish  to  state  it  as  an  actual  fact— that  they 
are  willing  to  pay  for  a  man  who  will  be  selected 
by  this  Council  or  by  the  City  Government,  to 
ride  upon  these  teams  for  twTo  weeks  or 
ten  days,  and  they  will  pay  all  his  expenses, 
and  allow  him  to  report  back  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council,  just  as  it  may  be 
determined  upon,  the  amount  of  damage  and 
number  of  teams  frightened  by  those  barrel 
racks.  It  seems  to  me  as  if  that  was  a  fair  propo- 
sition. I  am  only  arguing  in  favor  of  the  special 
assignment,  because  I  think  that  when  the  vote 
is  taken  it  should  be  taken  understandingly,  and 
when  people  are  voting  upon  such  a  matter  they 
ought  to  know  what  they  are  doing.  I  don't 
tbink  they  understand  it  tonight. 

Mr.  Williams— One  of  the  arguments  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  brought  up  is  rather  in 
favor  of  this  ordinance  than  against  it.  He 
states  that  he  has  seen  horses  frightened  by  cars 
which  corporations  run  through  the  streets. 
That  is  the  same  case  as  these  barrel  wagons.  I 
think  we  have  rather  got  away  from  the  main 
point,  which  is  that  these  wagons  have  made  a 
nuisance  in  our  streets;  that  the  whole  object  of 
the  ordinance  is  to  prevent  that  nuisance  and 
not  interfere  with  anybody's  business,  but  to 
make  the  streets  of  Boston  equally  free  to  all,  so 
that  the  proprietor  of  no  team  shall  have  the 
right  of  way  through  a  street  and  prevent  other 
people  from  using  it,  but  that  everybody  shall 
have  an  equal  right  to  the  use  of  the  streets. 

Mr.  Coe — I  want  to  make  a  motion  that  the  vote 
be  taken  in  one  minute. 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  should  like  to  amend  the  motion 
to  assign,  that  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  submit  the  ordinance  to  the  City  So- 
licitor. 

Mr.  Ward — I  should  like  to  inquire  if  the  refu- 
sal to  order  the  main  question  did  not  remove  the 
whole  subject  from  the  Council  this  evening. 

The  President — No,  sir. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  order  to  close  the  debate,  I 


call  for  the  special  assignment  (the  order  in  re- 
gard to  pay  of  laborers),  and  move  that  it  be 
specially  assigned  to  half-past  nine  o'clock  this 
evening. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13  objected,  thinking  it 
rather  spiteful  to  that  order  to  postpone  it  again, 
he  understanding  that  the  motion  was  to  post- 
pone to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  the  effect  of  his  mo- 
tion would  be  simply  to  bring  it  up  later  in  the 
session. 

Mr.  Ward  thought  there  should  be  a  direct  vote 
upon  this  matter,  and  could  see  no  reason  for 
the;assignment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  desired  to  put  the  other 
matter  in  a  position  where  the  Council  could  act 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Sibley  hoped  the  assignment  would  prevail. 
The  gentlemen  who  don't  understand  teaming 
and  hauling  loads  seemed  to  be  floundering  about, 
and  a  little  rest  would  do  them  good. 

The  matter  was  re-assigned  to  half-past  nine. 

Consideration  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
vehicles  and  their  loads  was  resumed. 

The  President  cautioned  members  that  argu- 
ments should  be  confined  to  giving  reasons  for  or 
against  the  assignment. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  say  only  a  word  in 
regard  to  the  special  assignment.  The  result  of 
the  vote  just  taken  is  that  any  one  may  move  the 
previous  question.  I  do  not  intend  to  do  so.  I 
am  willing  to  let  debate  go  on  as  long  as  members 
wish.  I  want  the  Council  to  understand  that  this 
measure  is  no  hobby  of  mine  or  any  other  member 
of  the  committee.  The  matter  was  brought  up 
last  year.  The  public  were  so  much  interested 
that  the  Council  appealed  to  the  Legislature 
for  a  new  law.  The  new  law  was  passed, 
and  we  were  ordered  to  draw  up  an  or- 
dinance. We  are  perfectly  willing  to  be  de- 
feated, but  the  committee  have  not  been  dere- 
lict in  regard  to  giving  all  proper  hearings.  I  am 
willing  to  state  another  matter:  One  gentleman 
interested  in  those  barrel  wagons  came  to  me 
today  and  tried  to  explain  matters,  the  long  and 
short  of  which  is,  they  want  no  ordinance  passed. 
It  is  no  use  to  postpone  it.  It  is  only  an  indirect 
way  of  killing  it  off.  It  is  a  great  deal  more  man- 
ly and  proper  for  this  Council  to  come  to  a  vote. 
The  committee  will  not  trouble  you  again  in  any 
shape  or  manner.  We  shall  have  discharged  our 
duty,  and  are  willing  to  let  it  rest  when  the  vote 
is  taken.  After  studying  the  matter  over  today, 
I  told  the  man  he  would  have  thirty  days  in  which 
to  study  up  a  form  of  wagon  to  carry '200  barrels 
without  violating  the  ordinance.  If  he  did  n't 
succeed  in  thirty  days,  there  was  no  doubt  the 
Superintendent  of  Licenses  would  give  him  an- 
other month.  He  wants  to  have  his  wagons  at 
least  twelve  feet  wide  on  top.  It  did  not 
seem  to  me  as  an  individual,  that  was  a  good  style 
of  wagon  to  be  going  through  the  streets  of  Bos- 
ton, and  neither  do  I  think  that  our  citizens 
want  them.  That  is  a  matter  wbich  no  amount 
of  postponement  will  enable  us  to  understand 
better  than  now.  The  whole  thing  is,  the  owners 
of  these  wagons  do  not  want  any  ordinance,  and 
tke  committee  cannot  frame  a  more  sensible  one 
than  we  have.  There  is  no  suggestion  to  lead  us 
to  think  we  would  get  any  more  information  in 
twenty  hearings  than  we  have.  No  change  can 
be  made  that  will  satisfy  the  maker  of  the"se  bar- 
rels. As  I  understand  my  friend  from  Ward  5.  he 
don't  want  any  ordinance  at  all. 

Mr.  Sibley- 1  have  n't  said  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  you  have  not  told  us  so  in 
words  you  have  stated  as  much.  Having  ob- 
tained the  law  and  been  instructed  to 
get  the  ordinance  passed,  we  have  done 
the  best  we  could  If  any  gentleman  had 
moved  to  extend  the  width  to  twelve  or  fifteen 
feet,  that  would  have  been  a  practical  suggestion; 
besides,  I  wish  gentlemen  to  rememVer  that 
there  is  an  undercurrent  of  talk  tonight  about  an 
adjournment  over  this  week,  and  if  that  is  done 
it  will  make  it  a  better  chance  for  no  ordinance 
to  be  passed.  If  the  friends  of  the  barrel  wagons 
are  in  the  majority,  let  us  get  up  and  have  a  vote. 
If  defeated,  the  committee  will  not  make  any 
trouble.  We  shall  have  discharged  our  duty  anil 
be  relieved  of  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  that  the  vote  be  taken  in  one 
minute. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7— I  don't  think  we  need 
hurry  this  matter,  and,  as  I  favor  the  special  as- 
signment. I  would  say  for  the  benefit  of  my  friend 
from  Ward  12,  if  I  was  opposed  to  this  ordlna 
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and  really  understood  this  matter,  I  would  stand 
and  vote  against  its  passage  tonight.  I  want  to 
understand  this  matter.  It  Is  not  a  motion  to  kill 
the  ordinance.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  should 
vote  in  favor  or  against  it.  I  thing  we  have  giv- 
en good  reasons  for  a  special  assignment.  We 
say  we  don't  understand  it.  If  the  committee 
understands  it,  so  much  the  better  for  the  com- 
mittee; but  several  members  of  This  Council  say 
they  do  not.  I  hope  it  will  go  over.  The  haste 
seems  altogether  with  the  gentlemen  who  are  in 
favor  of  the  ordinance.  I  am  a  little  mite  worked 
up  about  it  now,  seeing  that  the  gentleman  is  in 
such  a  hurry  to  push  it  through.  It  seems  to  me 
there  must  be  something  in  it.  I  want  to  investi- 
gate it  a  little  further,  and  hope  the  Council  will 
specially  assign  it.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  was 
only  by  a  vote  of  5  to  6  that  the  Aldermen  re- 
fused to  recommit  it  with  instructions  to  give  a 
hearing. 

Mr.  Wheeler — Is  the  gentleman  quite  sure  that 
the  iast  vote  in  the  Aldermen  stood  5  to  6  ?  I  un- 
derstand there  was  one  negative  vote. 

Mr.  Ward— 1  stated  that  the  vote  of  the  Alder- 
men was  5  to  6  in  refusing  to  recommit  it  with  in- 
struction. 

Mr.  Coe— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the  mo- 
tion is  that  the  vote  be  taken  in  one  minute,  and 
that  the  gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  that  ques- 
tion. 

The  President — Inasmuch  as  the  time  has 
elapsed,  that  motion  cannot  he  taken. 

Mr.  Coe— Does  not  the  time  begin  from  the 
adoption  of  the  motion  instead  of  the  time  when 
it  was  made? 

The  President — It  might  be  so,  if  properly 
worded. 

Mr.  Coe — I  asked  for  a  ruling. 

The  President— As  the  motion  was  made,  I 
think  it  would  be  from  the  time  the  motion  was 
made,  but  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  was  speaking  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Ward— I  was  endeavoring  to  speak  to  the 
question,  and  was  answering  a  question  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  askert  me.  No  time  will  be 
lost  if  we  assign  it  to  the  next  meeting.  We  will 
come  to  a  final  conclusion,  be  able  to  understand 
the  matter  and  vote  upon  it.  If  I  believe  the 
ordinance  is  a  good  one,  I  shall  certainly  favor 
it.  If  I  believe  differently,  I  shall  oppose  it.  At 
this  time  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote,  and  I  make 
this  statement  because  the  gentleman  has  inti- 
mated I  am  opposed  to  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Christal — My  reason  for  specially  assigning 
this  question  is  very  brief  and  very  short.  Per- 
haps some  gentleman  more  elequent  in  interview- 
ing the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  may  have  more 
influence  with  him.  Perhaps  he  might  be  able  to 
give  him  more  sound  reasons  than  the  last  gen- 
tleman he  had  an  interview  with.  Something 
might  be  developed  in  the  interests  of  all  parties 
that  would  be  satisfactory  to  this  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  wish  to  make  but  one  remark, 
and  that  of  a  personal  nature.  The  gentleman 
has  just  stated  there  has  been  an  attempt  to 
hurry  this  matter.  I  wish  the  Council  to  distinct- 
ly understand  that  this  matter  has  not  been  hur- 
ried. It  has  stood  on  the  usual  forms  and  read- 
ing. This  is  the  proper  time  to  put  it  upon  its 
passage.  The  delays  have  come  from  the  other 
side.  No  attempt  at  haste  has  been  made  by  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Folan  called  for  the  special  assignment  for 
half  past  nine. 

The  President— It  is  not  quite  half-past  nine. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  that  the  vote  he  taken  in 
one  minute  from  the  time  the  question  is  put. 
Carried. 

Mr.  Pratt — As  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  special 
assignment  and  against  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance, I  merely  wish  to  occupy  a  second  in  ex- 
plaining why  I  shall  so  vote.  It  appears  that  the 
committee  gave  one  advertised  hearing,  and — 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  have  to  give 
way;  the  minute  has  expired. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  to  the  next  meet- 
ing at  half-past  eight  was  declared  carried.  Mr. 
Wh'tmore  doubted  the  vote  and  the  Council  was 
divided.  The  tellers  announced  25  for  and  22 
against,  but  before  the  result  was  declared  by  the 
President  Mr.  Whitmore  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  tbey  were  ordered. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  was  excused  from  voting,  having 
paired  with  Mr.  Sweetser. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost— yeas 
6,  nays  20— the  President  voting  in  the  negative. 

Yeas  —  Messrs.    Austin,     Harry,     Brimbecom, 
Brown,  Christal,  H.  Clapp,  Devine,  C.  F.  Doherty, 


J.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Farwell,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan, 
Lovell.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Murphy,  Nason, 
Perkins,  Pratt,  Rogers,  Siblev,  Sweeney,  Sr., 
Sweeney,  Jr.,  Ward,  Welch— 20. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Blakemore, 
Bowker,  Coe,  Dudley,  Fisher,  Freeman,  Hancock, 
Hart,  Hilton,  Howard,  Hagar,  Farkman,  Plimp- 
ton, Pray,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  Swift,  Taylor,  Tucker, 
Viles,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams, 
Wyman— 20. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bigelow,  Child,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Cronin,  Denney,  Devlin,  Greenough,  Hol- 
lis,  Hosley,  Kendricken,  Lane,  Lauten,  Maguire, 
Morrison,  O'Dowd,  N.  Sawyer,  Sweetser,  Walsh 
—18. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  passage  of 
the  ordinance. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  0  moved  to  recommit  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  with  instructions 
to  give  a  public  hearing  to  the  parties  interested. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  already  stated  that  a 
motion  ol  that  Kind  cannot  be  attended  with  any 
good  effect.  The  gentlemen  have  all  been  heard 
who  desired  to  be.  We  have  got  so  near  a  deci- 
sion of  the  question,  I  hope  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit will  not  prevail,  but  that  we  may  dispose  of 
the  matter  and  be  done  with  it. 

Mr.  Pratt — 1  do  not  propose  to  debate  the  mat- 
ter, hut  to  state  very  briefly  that  it  appears  from 
the  discussions,  from  the  questions  asked  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  and  their  answers,  that  the 
committee  gave  one  public  hearing,  which  was 
advertised,  and  one  only,  and  that  they  gave  a 
hearing  to  only  one  of  the  parties  who  signed 
these  petitions.  Those  petitions  appear  to  be 
signed  by  twenty-five  or  more  respectable  firms, 
protesting  against  this  action  and  asking  for  a 
public  hearing.  When  respectable  petitioners 
ask  for  a  public  hearing  I  cannot  understand 
why  it  should  not  be  granted.  I  shall  vote  in 
favor  of  recommittal  with  instructions  to  give  a 
hearing. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  hope  this  ordinance  will  not 
be  recommitted.  I  should  like  to  explain  in  regard 
to  one  clause  in  section  1  a  fact  which  may 
weigh  with  gentlemen  who  think  that  the  ordi- 
nance had  better  go  back  to  the  committee. 
That  clause  provides  that  the  written  per- 
mission of  the  Inspector  of  Wagon  Licenses 
shall  be  first  obtained  before  any  cart, 
wagon,  truck  or  vehicle  whose  load  exceeds  the 
width  provided  in  the  ordinance,  shall  be  allowed 
to  go  through  the  streets.  That  permission  may 
be  obtained  for  a  month  at  a  time,  if  the  Inspect- 
or sees  fit.  He  has  to  exercise  his  discretion. 
In  such  cases  as  loads  of  hay  and  certain  other 
articles  of  merchandise  he  could  give  a  license  to 
pass  through  the  city  for  a  month  at  a  time,  or 
even  longer.  It  is  entirely  within  his  discretion. 
It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance  will  cause  great  inconvenience  to 
such  persons  as  chose,  for  instance,  who  bring 
loads  of  hay  into  the  city. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— 1  am  very  glad  there  has  been  so 
much  admitted  by  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat.  I  was  possessed  of  the  suspicion 
myself,  that  for  a  great  length  of  time  some  in- 
dustries might  get  permission  to  come  into  the 
city  of  Boston  without  regard  to  the  width  of 
their  ioad  and  having  nobody  to  oversee  them. 
We  know  very  well  that  teams  will  pass  through 
the  city  at  any  time.  The  Inspector  of  Wagon 
Licenses  cannot  be  everywhere.  He  is  not  ubiq- 
uitous, and  the  team  must  be  delayed  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  city  until  the  driver  can  come 
to  City  Hall  and  return.  Everybody  in  the 
Council  is  possessed  of  that  idea,  and  now  at 
the  last  moment  that  information  has  been 
wrung  from  the  committee.  This  is  why  gen- 
tlemen wanted  this  matter  assigned  so  they  could 
find  out  if  the  Inspector  of  Wagon  Licenses  is  to 
give  licenses  for  any  great  length  of  time 
without  knowing  what'  size  the  loads  may 
be,  and  to  continue  for  any  length  of  time. 
It  will  be  more  decent  tor  the  committee  to  frame 
an  ordinance  to  regulate  the  width  of  barrel 
wagons  and  not  to  strike  them  awkwardly  by  in- 
direction, as  I  believe  they  have.  This  ordinance 
is  directed  specially  against  the  barrel-wagon 
industry,  although  some  gentlemen  on  the  com- 
mittee say  it  is  not,  and  some  others  on  the  same 
committee  say  it  is.  They  have  admitted  it  and 
denied  it  in  the  same  breath.  I  don't  believe  a 
city  in  the  United  States  discriminates  so  disad- 
vantageously  against  a  weak  interest  as  this.  It 
is  an  interest  that  is  growing  every  day  and 
ought  to  be  protected.  We  will  have  a  sugar  re- 
finery in  operation  in  East  Boston  before  the  year 
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is  out  that  will  produce  over  a  thousand  barrels 
of  sugar  per  diem.  I  have  no  doubt  that  will  be 
their  lowest  figure.  I  am  credibly  informed  that 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  have 
no  discriminating  ordinance  on  their  books,  but 
that  they  allow  all  kinds  of  teams  to  pass 
through  the  street.  This  matter  is  beautiful  in 
the  abstract,  but  when  you  come  down  to  the 
concrete  of  it,  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
don't  know  much  about  it  by  their  own  eyesight, 
as  from  what  they  have  heard  others  say,  and 
without  taking  into  account  whether  those  par- 
ties are  prejudiced  in  this  matter.  It  has  been 
stated  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  could 
have  the  privilege  of  selecting  an  agent  to  travel 
the  streets  on  one  of  those  barrel  wagons  for  the 
space  of  four  weeks,  or  more  if  necessary,  and 
his  expenses  would  be  paid  by  the  parties  in  this 
interest,  and  the  agent  would  be  selected  by  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  That  was  a  splendid 
•way  to  find  out  the  truth  of  this  matter  and  see 
whether  any  property  and  life  were  injured. 
I  spoke  to  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
since  last  meeting  and  asked  him  if  the 
trees  on  Charles  street  had  been  stripped 
by  these  vehicles.  He  informed  me  that  no 
team  would  cut  off  the  branches  of  the  trees. 
I  have  also  been  informed  that  the  ex-Superin 
tendent  of  Common  is  willing  to  testify  that  dur- 
ing the  long  time  he  was  in  the  position  the  pass- 
age of  those  vehicles  was  observed  by  him  every 
day,  and  he  says  that  they  used  maximum  care, 
and  that  there  was  a  minimum  danger  in  their 
passage  through  the  streets.  Now  we  want  to  get 
information  from  these  gentlemen  rather  than 
from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  or  anybody 
else  who  may  instruct  them— rather  than  from 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  have  refused 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  give  us  information 
that  would  be  of  more  value  than  any  we  have 
received.  I  believe  you  cannot  force  this  indus- 
try out  of  Boston.  The  sugar  refiners  want  a 
supply  of  barrels.  The  contracts  are  made  for  a 
year  ahead.  It  would  certainly  be  to  their  great 
disadvantage  and  expense  if  they  have  to  change 
all  their  teams  within  thirty  days.  In  all  fairness 
to  those  gentlemen  the  ordinance  should  take 
effect  from  the  expiration  of  their  contracts 
for  barrels,  or  as  nearly  as  possible  from 
six  months  from  the  date  of"  its  passage; 
those  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  I  should  like 
to  see  this  matter  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  and  these  petitioners,  who  repre- 
sent so  much  property  in  the  city,  and  certainly 
have  as  great  stakes  in  the  city  as' any  gentleman 
on  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  allowed  a  hear- 
ing. I  believe  the  sugar  refineries  pay  taxes  to 
the  city,  State  and  county,  including  water  tax, 
of  over  $36,000  a  year.  These  parties  are  willing 
that  these  barrel  racks  should  go  through  the 
streets  of  Boston.  No  one  has  shown  that  any- 
body has  been  injured  or  maimed.  How  many 
people  have  been  run  over  and  killed  since  the 
introduction  of  those  engines  on  Atlantic  avenue  ? 
Certainly  three  or  tour  every  year.  Here  is  an  in- 
dustry running  through  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
we  have  not  yet  heard  of  a  life  lost  or  any 
property  endangered.  All  this  talk  has  been 
in  the  abstract.  We  have  had  nothing 
of  solid  information  that  should  influence  our 
votes.  I  confess  I  do  not  know  as  much  about 
this  matter  as  I  might,  and  that  is  the  reason  I 
am  willing  to  let  these  men  come  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  again.  Since  this  ordi- 
nance was  drawn  up  they  have  asked  tor  a  hear- 
ing, and  I  think  they  should  have  it,  with  all  due 
respect  to  the  committee.  They  have  not  had 
that  hearing  yet.  It  remains  foryou,  gentlemen, 
to  say  whether  they  shall  have  that  scant  cour- 
tesy at  your  hands.  Are  we  going  to  lose  any- 
thing by  it,  when  for  six  years  these  teams  have 
been  going  throueh  the  city  of  Boston  without 
doing  any  damage  ? 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  wish  to  say  simply 
this:  I  should  have  no  serious  objection  to  the 
special  assignment  to  the  next  meeting,  if  the 
members  of  the  Council  really  and  honestly 
desire  information;  but  so  far  as  the  recommit- 
ment is  concerned,  I  think  that  would  bo  wholly 
unnecessary.  I  feel  quite  positive  these  parties 
■who  sent  this  document  here  did  not  come  before 
the  Police  Commissioners  or  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  I  am  positive  these  petitions  have 
been  secured  by  parties  specially  interested  in 
these  barrel  wagons.  I  feel  that  it  would  be  use- 
less to  refer  it  to  the  committee  again,  being 
positive  these  petitioners  would  not  present 
themselves  before  the  committee.    I  accidentally 


met  a  gentleman  largely  interested  in  one  of  the 
sugar  refineries  and  took  occasion  to  ask  liim  in 
relation  to  this  matter.  He  said  it  would  be  ab- 
surd to  suggest  that  the  sugar  interest  would  be 
affected  by  the  passage  of  the  proposed  ordi- 
nance, and  he  entirely  coincided  with  the 
ideas  which  have  been  expressed  here,  that  the 
barrel  wagons  are  a  nuisance.  It  has  been  urged 
that  the  committee  are  attempting  to  injure  this 
special  business.  It  appeared  in  evidence  that  this 
business  as  carried  on  today  is  exceedingly  prof- 
itable, that  much  money  was  made  by  the  parties 
interested  in  it.  All  that  this  ordinance  will  do 
will  be  to  reduce  those  profits  by  a  very  small 
amount.  I  asked  the  question  myself  in  relation 
to  the  profits  which  this  particular  business  re- 
sulted in,  and  it  appeared  that  the  profits  are 
large.  So  far  as  other  cities  are  concerned  there 
was  some  evidence  which  came  directly  to  my 
knowledge  that  some  steps  are  being  taken  to 
relieve  the  streets  of  those  peculiar  barrel 
wagons. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  it  was  voted  that  the 
question  be  taken  in  one  minute. 

Mr.  Bailer — I  should  like  to  suggest  in  reply  to 
the  remark  as  to  whether  any  other  cities  or 
towns  have  passed  this  kind  ot  an  ordinance,  that 
there  are  some  cities  which  allow  garbage  to  be 
thrown  in  the  streets,  and  allow  dogs  to  run  at 
large  without  a  license,  but  Boston  does  not  allow 
that.  This  may  be  a  good  thing  for  Boston  to 
take  the  initiative  in  and  for  other  cities  to  copy. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Allow  me  to  say  that  the  city 
of  Boston  has  paid  something  like  nineteen  mill- 
ions of  dollars  for  street  widening.  That  is  one 
reason  why  we  should  be  careful  to  prevent  clut- 
tering them  up. 

Mr.  Sibley— I  understand  this  means  that  the 
interest  of  a  few  is  to  be  sacrificed  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  many.  This  is  what  it  means,  is 
it?  Grind  up  small,  if  you  will,  and  strike,  but  I 
intend  you  shall  hear.  Take  a  man  with  only  one 
team  and  let  corporations  run  as  many  as  they 
please.  Gentlemen,  it  is  all  right.  Vote  it  if  you 
will,  but  I  intend  to  sound  the  loudest  note 
against  it,  believing  it  is  not  right. 

The  motion  to  recommit  with  instructions  to- 
give  a  public  hearing  was  declared  carried.  Mr. 
Whitmore  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was  di- 
vided,—25  for,  23  against,— but  before  the  result 
was  declared,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  recommit,  with  instructions  to 
give  the  parties  a  hearing,  prevailed— yeas  25, 
nays  24: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Austin,  Barry,  Bowker,  Brimbe- 
com,  Brown,  Christal,  H.  Clapp,  Donahoe,  Far- 
well,  Folan,  Hancock,  Hilton,  Kendricken,Lovell, 
McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Nason,  O'Dowd,  Per- 
kins, Pratt,  Rogers,  Sibley,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Ward, 
Welch— 25. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Blakemore, 
Coe,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Fisher,  Freeman,  Hart, 
Howard,  Parkman,  Plimpton,  Pray,  H.  N.  Saw- 
yer, Swift,  Taylor,  Tucker,  Viles,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams,  Wyman,  Hagar 
—24. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bigelow,  Child, 
H.  B.  Clapp,  Cronin,  Denney,  Devine,  Devlin, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Greenough,  Hollis, 
Hosley,  Lane,  Lauten,  Maguire,  Morrison,  Mur- 
phy, '  N.  Sawyer,  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Sweetser. 
Walsh— 21. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Sent  up. 

PROPOSED  REVISION  OF  THE   ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  re- 
quested by  an  order  of  the  City  Council  to  consid- 
er and  report  whether  a  codification  of  the  exist- 
ing ordinances  should  be  made,  having  considered 
the  question,  would  respectfully  report  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  is  inexpedient  to 
make  the  proposed  codification  at  the  present 
time.  For  the  committee, 

Charles    Whkeler. 
Minority    Report. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  in  regard  to  the  advisability  of  a 
revision  and  codification  of  the  City  Ordinances, 
begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Although  the  power  to  pass  by  laws  and  orders 
has  always  been  exercised  by  the  town  and  its 
selectmen,  and  though    various    standing    rules 
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were  thus  established  equivalent  to  our  ordi- 
nances, it  would  be  useless  to  enter  upon  details 
of  the  subject  extending  to  so  remote  a  date.  The 
ordinances  of  the  city  present  a  continuous  chain, 
and  it  will  be  sufficient  to  confine  our  investiga- 
tions to  them. 

There  have  been  seven  distinct  editions  of  the 
ordinances,  each  representing  an  attempt  to  per- 
form the  necessary  duty  of  revising  and  consoli- 
dating the  accumulations  of  the  intervening 
periods. 

These  editions  vary  considerably  in  size  and 
somewhat  in  plan;  but  in  every  case  they  express- 
ly repeal  their  predecessors,  and  are  now  of  value 
only  as  matters  of  reference  to  guide  us  in  tracing 
the  course  of  municipal  legislation. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  editions  is- 
sued : 

1.— 1827.  The  Charter  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  Ordinances  made  and  established  by  the  May- 
or, Aldermen  and  Common  Council,  with  such 
Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  as  re- 
late to  the  Government  of  said  City.  Compiled 
under  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Josiah  Quincy,  Mayor  of  the  city,  chairman. 

2. — 1834.  The  Charter  and  Ordinances  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  together  with  the  Acts  of  the 
Legislature  relating  to  the  City.  Collated  and 
revised  by  Thomas  Wetmore  and  Edward  G. 
Prescott. 

3.— 1850.  The  Charter  and  Ordinances  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  together  with  the  Acts  of  the 
Legislature  relating  to  the  City.  Collated  and 
revised  by  Peleg  W.  Chandler. 

4. — 185U.  The  Charter  and  Ordinances  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  together  with  the  Acts  of 
the  Legislature  relating  to  the  City,  and 
an  Appendix  containing  the  Constitution  of 
Massachusetts,  Amendments  to  the  Charter,  etc. 
Compiled  by  A.  K.  P.  Joy,  F.  L.  Washburn  and 
Charles  Mayo. 

5.— 1863.  The  Charter  and  Ordinances  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  together  with  the  Acts  of  the 
Legislature  relating  to  the  City,  and  other 
Municipal  Laws.  Codified  and  revised  by  George 
P.  Sanger  and  John  G.  Locke. 

I860.  A  Supplement  to  the  Laws  and 
Ordinances,  containing:  (1.)  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions of  the  different  departments;  (2.)  Special 
Acts  incorporating  companies  to  hold  large 
amounts  of  real  estate  within  the  city  limits;  (3.) 
Agreements  chiefly  between  the  City  of  Boston 
and  other  corporations  and  parties  in  respect  to 
the  new  lands  on  the  Back  Bay;  (4.)  Trusts;  (5.) 
Decisions  of  Supreme  Judicial  Court  on  Municipal 
Law;  (6.)  Index  to  City  Documents  from  1834  to 
1864.  Compiled  by  H.  T.  Rockwell,  James  C. 
Davis  and  J.  M.  Kugbee. 

6.— 1869.  Ordinances  and  Rules  and  Orders  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  together  with  the  General  and 
Special  Statutes  of  the  Massachusetts  Legisla- 
ture relating  to  the  City.  Compiled  by  John  P. 
Healy,  Samuel  F.  McCleary  and  James  M.  Bug- 
bee. 

1874.  Ordini-^es  and  Rules  and  Orders  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  passed  between  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1870,  and  the  1st  of  August,  1874.  Compiled 
by  Samuel  F.  McCleary  and  James  M.  Bugbee. 

7.— 187G.  Ordinances  of  the  City  Council  and 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
Boston,  together  with  the  General  and  Special 
Statutes  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  relat- 
ing to  the  City.    Compiled    by  James  M.  Bugbee. 

Pamphlet  Supplements,  compiled  by  the  City 
Clerk,  are  issued  annually  in  January,  containing 
the  Laws  and  Ordinances  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  second  edition,  that  of  1834,  expressly  cen- 
sures its  predecessor  as  faulty;  and  it  seems  to 
have  been  so  satisfactory  itself  that  it  sufficed  for 
our  citizens  for  sixteen  years,  or  nearly  twice  as 
long  as  any  of  its  successors. 

In  all  these  volumes  the  plan  has  been  followed 
of  combining  with  the  ordinances  a  reprint  ol  all 
special  acts  of  the  Legislature  affecting  the  city, 
and  even  such  portions  of  the  general  laws  of  tlie 
Commonwealth  as  seemed  to  bear  upon  the  city 
affairs.  The  result  has  been  that  the  latest  edi- 
tion, that  of  1876,  contains  970  pages,  exclusive  of 
an  index  of  253  pages,  of  which  space  less  than 
one-quarter  is  devoted  to  the  ordinances  them- 
selves. 

There  is  no  other  single  volume  giving  the 
public  a  knowledge  of  wliat  the  city  ordinances 
really  are;  and  it  is  difficult  for  any  one  to  obtain 
a  clear  estimate  of  their  extent  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  huge  volume  cited. 

The  first  question  to  be  considered  by  your 
committee  is,  therefore,  whether  the  present  plan 


should  be  longer  continued,  or  whether  the  ordi- 
nances should  be  issued  oy  themselves,  and  all 
illustrative  and  related  laws  should  be  placed  in 
a  separate  volume. 

The  undersigned  believes  that  the  time  has  ar- 
rived for  a  division  of  the  ordinances  from  the 
statutes,  for  the  following  reasons :  The  great 
increase  in  the  size  of  the  city  and  in  the  number 
of  interests  concerning  which  its  City  Council 
must  legislate,  renders  it  necessary  to  have  that 
legislation  put  in  a  form  accessible  to  all  its  citi- 
zens. The  ordinances  are  peculiarly  the  work  of 
the  city.  They  are  of  local  application,  and  they 
should  be  subject  to  the  constant  scrutiny  and 
criticism  of  the  persons  affected  by  them.  They 
need  to  be  revised  and  arranged  upon  a  definite 
system;  and  we  are  confident  that  such  an  exam- 
ination as  can  be  made  when  they  are  viewed  in 
one  mass  will  show  that  they  need  additions  in 
some  particulars.  In  brief,  our  ordinances  are 
redundant  in  some  directions  and  defective  in 
others. 

Again,  the  changes  in  our  City  Charter  and  the 
constitution  of  our  City  Government  have  been 
numerous  and  impor.ant  since  1876.  The  system 
of  commissions  has  received  a  vast  expansion, 
and  various  duties  and  powers  heretofore  defined 
and  regulated  by  city  ordinances  are  now  trans- 
ferred by  law  to  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  exercise.  It  is  even  probable  that  the 
most  determined  opponent  of  the  principle  of 
commissions  will  allow  that  since  we  are  forced 
to  have  them  it  is  advisable  to  make  them  fit  into 
the  framework  of  existing  machinery  as  neatly 
as  may  be.  When  a  department  has  control  of 
essentials,  it  is  wise  to  place  in  its  charge  also  all 
similar  matters  of  small  account. 

It  is  true  that  though  the  edition  of  statutes 
and  ordinances  of  1876  is  nearly  exhausted,  the 
city  owns  the  stereotype  plates  thereof.  But  the 
fact  that  the  Legislature  has  ordered  a  revision 
of  the  statutes  warns  us  that  these  plates  must 
soon  be  entirely  revised.  The  references  must  all 
be  changed,  and  the  wording  of  many  statutes 
will  be  entirely  changed,  or  they  will  be  omitted 
from  the  new  code.  Hence  any  change  such  as  is 
proposed  may  as  well  be  made  this  year  as  at  any 
future  time. 

It  may  also  be  properly  urged  that  many  per- 
sons will  wish  to  use  the  ordinances  who  do  not 
need  the  statutes.  The  old  plan  is  really  very  am- 
bitious, inasmuch  as  it  attempts  to  give  the  read- 
er a  full  account  of  the  law  in  regard  to  nearly 
every  subject  wherein  he  is  interested  as  a 
citizen. 

But  with  the  growth  of  the  city  and  the  multi- 
plication of  governing  bodies,  the  time  has  passed 
when  any  one  expects  to  get  so  much  information 
in  one  volume.  Each  department  now  has  its 
rules  and  its  manual,  and  the  citizen  naturally  ex- 
pects to  seek  any  desired  information  there. 
These  manuals,  separately  printed,  are  thus  cir- 
culated among  those  persons  only  who  seek  them, 
and  the  city  is  saved  the  expense  of  giving  also 
a  great  amount  of  costly,  but  undesired,  informa- 
tion. 

For  example,  the  Ordinance  on  Taxes  takes  five 
pages,  but  the  compilation  of  laws  thereon  takes 
fifty  pages  of  much  smaller  print.  The  law  is  of 
service  to  the  department,  but  not  necessarily  to 
the  ordinary  citizen. 

To  give  a  more  detailed  view  of  this  matter,  it 
may  be  well  to  submit  the  following  list  of  ordi- 
nances. It  will  be  noted  that  many  have  been 
added  since  1850,  while  no  matters  treated  of  at 
that  date  are  now  unrepresented.  Four  ordi- 
nances of  1850  (Commons,  Lunatics,  City  Marshal 
and  Truants)  are  really  incorporated  in  other  ex- 
isting rules. 

[The  list  is  given.] 

Since  1876  we  have  repealed  and  substituted 
new  ordinances  for  those  on  the  Police  Depart- 
ment and  the  City  Solicitor's  Department.  We 
have  added  one  on  explosive  compounds,  besides 
amending  at  least  a  dozen  of  other  important 
ordinances.  Moreover,  in  1878  the  duties  and 
powers  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  regard  to 
manv  affairs  were  transferred  to  the  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners.  The  ordinances  of  the 
city  or  rules  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  these 
topics  are  no  longer  needed  and  should  be  re- 
pealed. 

So,  again,  such  ordinances  as  those  on  chim- 
neys, criers,  bonfires  and  kilns,  and  public  wells, 
treat  of  mere  details,  which  may  well  be  hereafter 
transferred  to  some  department. 

Again,  some  matters,  as  those  of  electing  trus- 
tees of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  weighers  of  hay, 
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field  drivers,  cullers  of  hoops,  fence  viewers,  etc., 
really  need  to  be  regulated  by  ordinance,  certain- 
ly as  to  the  mode  of  election  and  number  of 
officials. 

It  happens  very  fortunately  that  these  recom- 
mendations can  be  submitted  to  the  City  Council 
at  a  very  slight  expense,  and  the  opinion  of  that 
body  on  the  merits  of  the  plan  be  obtained.  I 
herewith  submit  a  memorandum  of  a  few  g-eneral 
ordinances  which  embody  the  existing  pla'j  of 
the  City  Government,  but  which  give  in  a  concise 
form  trie  same  results  as  are  now  reached  by  du- 
plicate sections  in  the  various  ordinances.  Even 
these  sections  require  revision,  but  it  has  been 
deemed  best  to  print  them  as  they  now  are.  All 
the  new  sections  are  carefully  marked  in  the 
margin. 

Should  such  general  ordinances,  or  others  sub- 
stantially the  same,  be  approved,  the  special  or- 
dinances could  then  be  revised  during  the  pres- 
ent season,  and  a  complete  draft  be  presented  to 
the  Council  after  the  summer  recess.  But  should 
the  Council  now  reject  the  plan,  no  time  nor 
money  would  be  wasted  on  the  details  of  a  plan 
unsatisfactory  when  completed. 

The  undersigned  therefore  respectfully  submits 
the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  hereby  ap- 
proves of  the  suggestion  that  tnere  should  be  a 
volume  printed,  to  consist  of  the  city  ordinances 
distinct  from  any  statutes. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  hereby  ap- 
proves of  the  scheme  of  general  ordinances 
marked  A,  submitted  as  an  appendix  to  this  re- 
port, reserving  the  right  to  amend  the  same  be- 
fore any  final  enactment. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  hereby  in- 
structs its  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  report  in  print  on  or  before  Oct.  1, 
18S0,  a  volume  of  ordinances,  to  consist  of  such 
general  ordinances  and  of  a  revision  of  the  other 
special  ordinances. 

Resolved,  That  such  report  may  contain  such 
additional  sections  or  ordinances  as  the  commit- 
tee may  deem  advisable,  but  it  shall  contain  a 
clear  explanation  of  all  the  changes  in  the  exist- 
ing ordinances  made  in  the  new  draft. 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hun- 
dred dollars  may  be  expended  by  said  Committee 
on  Ordinances  for  clerical  services  in  such  work, 
and  that  the  sum  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  incidentals;  but  that  the  expense  of  printing- 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  printing. 
William  H.  Whitmore, 
Of  the  Common  Council 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  report  was 
ordered  printed  and  placed  in  the  order  of  un- 
finished business  for  the  next  meeting. 

ASSESSMENTS  ON  REAL  ESTATE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  order  daced  May 
20,  1880,  recommending  the  acceptance  of  chapter 
187  of  acts  of  A.  D.  1880,  beg  leave  to  report  as  fol- 
lows: Your  committee  gave  a  public  hear- 
ing and  heard  the  testimony  of  certain 
conveyancers  who  were  in  favor  of  the 
new  law  and  of  certain  heads  of  depart- 
ments who  were  opposed  to  it.  It  appears  that 
the  new  law  was  not  satisfactory  in  all  respects 
to  any  one,  and  was  not  the  act  presented  by  the 
conveyancers  to  the  Legislature.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  has  seemed  most  advispble  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  a  new  law  next  year,  and  not 
to  accept  a  statute  by  which  the-  city  might  con- 
tinually lose  considerable  assessments.  Your 
committee  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  orders  and  resolve: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  City 
Council  to  accept  chapter  187  of  the  acts  of  1880. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Ordinances  be  instructed  to  prepare  the  draft 
of  a  law  in  regard  to  the  levying  and  recording  of 
assessments  on  real  estate  in  this  city. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session 
for  a  change  in  the  law  in  regard  to  said  assess- 
ments in  conformity  with  such  draft  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  may  recommend. 

The  resolve  and  orders  were  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  will  endeavor  to  be  very  brief. 
In  the  first  place,  the  committee  repoi  ted  it  was 
expedient  to  accept  this  act.  The  matter  was 
recommitted  and  we  gave  a  hearing.  The  heads 
of  departments  and  association  of  conveyancers 
were  both  represented.    It  was  the  opinion  of 


both  sides  that  it  was  not  advisable  to  accept  the 
present  law.  A  copy  of  the  act  which  the  con- 
veyancers wished  passed,  and  which  they  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature, 
has  been  furnished  to  me,  and  I  will  be 
obliged  if  the  reporter  will  embody  it  in 
my  speech  as  a  matter  for  reference  here- 
after. We  have  recommended  that  a  petition  be 
sent  to  the  Legislature  to  amend  the  present  law. 
The  result  of  the  hearing  was,  we  agreed  that 
something  should  be  done,  while  if  we  take  the 
present  law,  any  error  on  the  part  of  the  clerk  of 
any  board,  or  the  City  Clerk,  would  invalidate  an 
assessment.  I  am  authorized  to  say  that  the  con- 
veyancers and  heads  of  departments  desire  that 
the  City  Council  shall  not  accept  any  imperfect 
law. 

The  resolve    and  orders  were  passed.     Sent  up. 

Following  is  the  draft  of  the  act  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Whitmore: 
An  Act  relating  to  special  assessments  on  real 

estate  of  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  public  im- 
provements. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc., 

Section  1.  Every  board  of  public  officers  of 
any  city  of  this  Commonwealth  having  authority 
to  make  special  assessments  on  real  estate  for 
betterments,  sidewalks,  edgestones,  main  drains 
or  common  sewers,  putting^in  safe  condition  land 
adjoining  a  street  or  way,  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  or  for  any  other  public  improvement, 
shall  give  notice  of  every  such  assessment  by 
filing  a  copy  of  the  order  of  assessment  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  of  the  county  or  district 
wherein  the  lands  assessed  lie. 

Sect.  2.  Every  such  assessment  shall  consti- 
tute a  lien  upon  the  real  estate  assessed,  and  such 
lien  shall  take  effect  at  the  time  of  the  filing  of 
the  copy  of  the  order  of  assessment  in  the  Regis- 
try of  Deeds  and  continue  foi  two  years  there- 
after, and  every  such  assessment  shail  be  collect- 
ed and  shall  be  liable  to  abatement  as  taxes  upon 
real  estate  now  are. 

Sect.  3.  Every  such  order  of  assessment  shall 
contain  a  description  (sufficient  for  identification) 
of  each  parcel  of  real  estate  assessed,  the  name 
of  the  owner  thereof,  and  the  sum  assessed  there- 
on. The  Register  of  Deeds  shall  cause  every  such 
order  of  assessment  so  filed  in  the  Registry  to  be 
forthwith  entered  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose, 
classified  according  to  the  street  Or  locality  upon 
or  in  which  every  parcel  of  real  estate  assessed  is 
situate,  and  also  according  to  both  the  Christian 
names  and  surnames  of  all  owners  of  estates 
assessed  therein. 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  any  changes 
in  the  ordinance  in  regard  to  the  City  Hospital 
rendered  necessary  by  the  passage  of  chapter  174 
of  the  acts  of  1880,  having  considered  the  same, 
beg  leave  to  report  the  following  draft  of  an  or- 
dinance: 

An  ordinance 
To    amend  an  ordinance  in  regard  to  the  City 

Hospital. 

Section  1.  The  first  section  of  said  ordinance 
in  regard  to  the  City  Hospital  as  printed  in  the 
edition  of  Statutes  and  Ordinances  of  A.  D.,  1876, 
is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  first  fifteen 
lines  and  inserting  the  following: 

"In  the  month  of  April  annually  the  Mayor 
shall  nominate,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
City  Council,  one  citizen  of  Boston  not  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital.  He  shall  hold 
office  for  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  first 
Monday  in  May  in  the  year  in  which 
he  shall  be  appointed.  In  the  month  of 
January,  annually,  the  City  Council  shall  elect 
by  concurrent  vote  of  both  branches,  one  Alder- 
man and  one  member  of  the  Common  Council  to 
be  members  of  said  Board  of  Trustees,  to  hold 
office  during  the  remainder  of  the  municipal 
year  in  which  they  are  elected  and  until  others 
are  elected  in  their  places. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  IN  THE  PAVING   DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment, viz.: 

Preamble  and  order  for  a  committee  to  ascer- 
tain why  laborers  in  the  Paving  Department  do 
not  receive  $1.75  a  day. 

Mr.  Swift  stated  that  all  orders  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment had  been  complied  with;  that  the  order 
establishing  the  pay  of  laborers  at  $1.75  a  day  was 
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approved  on  the  28th  of  May,  and  the  pay 
roll  had  previously  been  made  up  to  the 
20th;  that  inquiry  at  the  Paving  Department 
showed  the  payroll  would  he  maae  up  from  the 
20th  of  May  to  the  20th  of  June  at  the  rate  of  $1.75 
a  day,  and  the  department  really  allowed  that  rate 
to  begin  before  they  were  technically  authorized 
to  do  so.  Unless  Mr.  Folan  would  withdraw  the 
order  he  should  move  its  indefinite  postponement, 
as  it  is  useless. 

Mr.  Folan  said  the  men  in  the  Common  and 
squares  and  other  departments  received  81.75  a 
day,  and  those  in  the  Paving  Department  do  not. 
They  went  to  work  one  month  earlier  than  the 
previous  year,  beginning  on  the  11th  of  April, 
whereas  last  year  they  went  to  work  on  the  11th 
of  May.  Every  man  "ought  to  get  that  pay  from 
the  day  he  began  work.  The  order  referred  to 
provided  that  able-bodied  men  should  receive 
§1.75  a  day,  and  he  would  like  to  know  who  was 
going  to  be  the  judge  of  it. 

Mr.  Christal  said  the  man  in  charge  of  the  la- 
borers could  tell  whether  they  were  "able-bodied 
or  not. 

Mr.  Folan  said  he  had  talked^with  the  Superin- 
tendent,who  told  bim  he  would  be  glad  to  pay  the 
men  SI. 75  a  day  as  soon  as  provision  was  made 
for  it.  The  Superintendent  bad  always  treated 
him  like  a  gentleman  whenever  he  went  to  see 
him.  The  Council  have  had  so  much  talk  about 
millions  this  year  that  they  don't  think  much  of 
a  request  for  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  a  day.  The 
proposed  committee  would  not  take  any  power 
from  the  committee  having  the  regulation  of  the 
pay. 

Mr.  Christal  said  he  had  been  to  the  Paving  De- 
partment and  could  substantiate  the  statements 
of  Mr.  Swift. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  hoped  the  order  would  be  with- 
drawn, having  learned  of   the  facts  by  Mr.  Swift. 

Mr.  Folan  asked  if  Mr.  O'Dowd  knew  they  were 
going  to  receive  those  figures  from  the  first  day 
they  went  to  work  in  the  department. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  understood  not;  that  the  pay  dated 
only  from  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Swift  thought  no  inquiry  would  be  necessa- 
ry, as  the  department  has  complied  with  the  order 
of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Folan  said  every  other  department  made 
provision  for  those  who  had  worked  long  in  the 
department,  while  in  the  PaviDg  Department, 
after  working  thirty  or  forty  years,  they  must  be 
thrown  aside.  He  was  glad  deserving  men  in 
the  Police  and  Fire  departments  should  be  pen- 
sioned, and  thought  it  wrong  to  discriminate 
against  the  laborers  in  the  Paving  Department. 

Mr.  Christal  thought  Mr.  Folan  got  mixed  up 
in  this  matter.  If  that  gentleman  wished  to  pen- 
sion the  laborers  in  the  Paving  Department,  it 
would  be  very  easy  to  introduce  an  order  to  that 
effect,  and  he  would  be  very  happy  to  vote  for 
it. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Mr. 
S.viit  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.    Lost. 

PETITION    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Tucker  of  Ward  14 — Ellen  Curran,  to  be 
compensated  for  personal  injuries.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  "Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Thurs- 
day, July  1,  at  7.30  P.  M.  Passed.  Mr.  Sawyer 
moved  a  reconsideration, hoping  it  would  not  pre- 
vail.   Lost. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That  th3 
additional  sum  of  §200  appropriated  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Fourth  of  July  to  be  expended  in 
East  Boston,  shall  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Sub-Committee  on  Music  of  the 
Fourth  of  July  Celebration. 

Mr.  Whitniore  suggested  that  no  such  commit- 
tee was  known,  and  on  his  motion  the  order  was 
amended  so  that  the  money  would  be  expended 
by  the  Ccmmittee  on  the  Fourth  of  July  Celebra- 
tion, and  as  amended  the  order  was  passed.  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Sent  up. 

SUMMER  VACATION. 

Mr.  Parkraan  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourns  on  July  15,  it   be  for 


the  summer  vacation,  and  to  meet  on  the  second 
Thursday  in  September  next,  at  7.30  o'clock,  P.M. 
After  a  short  discussion  by  Mr.  Christal  and 
Mr.  Wheeler  as  to  the  advisability  of  fixing  the 
time  at  this  meeting,  Mr.  Parkman  not  object- 
ing, the  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

SEATS  ON  THE  PUBLIC   GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18  offered  an  order — 
That  the  Committee  on  Public  Grounds  be  re- 
quested to  cause  additional  seats  to  be  placed  on 
Franklin  and  Blackstone  squares;  the  exoense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Parkman  explained  that  new  seats  had 
been  ordered,  and  these  squares  will  receive  their 
share. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Swift,  the  order  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Common.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order — That 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  and  report  whether  any  contracts 
have  been  made  in  regard  to  the  employment  of 
any  instructors  or  officers  in  connection  with  the 
public  schools  which  are  not  authorized  by  law, 
and,  if  any  such  contracts  have  been  made,  to 
consider  whether  any  action  is  expedient  in  re- 
gard to  them.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

THE   EXCURSION  TO  THE  WATER  WORKS. 

Mr.  Lovell  offered  an  order— That  the  City  Mes 
senger  be  directed  to  invite  the  Board  of  Alder 
men  to  accompany  the  Common  Council  on  the 
occasion  of  its  proposed  visit  to  the  Sudbury 
River  water  works  on  the  14th  of  July  next. 

Mr.Lovell  explained  that  the  order  was  offered, 
inasmuch  as  the  Mayor  and  his  clerk  had  been 
invited. 

Mr.  Whitmore  raised  the  point  that  it  had  not 
been  customary  in  previous  years. 

Mr.  Ward  hoped  the  courtesy  would  be  extend- 
ed to  the  other  branch. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  asked  to  have  it  go  over  until  the 
next  meeting,  until  Mr.  Greenoiigh  could  be  pres- 
ent. 

Mr.  Lovell  said  Mr.  Greenough  left  early,  and 
this  order  had  been  handed  to  himself  by  another 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  who  he  sup- 
posed had  consulted  with  Mr.  Greenough. 

Mr.  Sibley  would  be  very  sorry  to  deprive  the 
Aldermen  of  any  of  their  privileges,  for  it  is 
known  their  powers  are  limited.  They  have  a 
pretty  good  fund  at  their  disposal,  and  this  is 
stretching  a  point  in  the  wrong  direction. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  it  would  be  a  mistake. 
The  list  had  already  been  enlarged  this  year. 
The  junketings  of  the  two  branches  had  been 
kept  separate  for  tweuty  years,  and  it  would  not 
be  best  to  depart  from  their  old  custom. 

Mr.  Lovell  did  not  see  anything  very  improper 
in  it. 

Mr.  Parkman  raised  the  point  that  no  quorum 
was  present.  The  President  ordered  a  call  of  the 
roll,  which  was  made  with  the  following  result: 

Present  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Austin,  Bailey, 
Blakemoie,  Brimbecom,  Brown.  Christal,  H. 
Clapp,  Coe,  Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick, 
Freeman,  Hagar,  Hancock,  Hart,  Kendricken, 
Lovell,  McLaughlin,  Nason,  O'Dowd,  Parkman, 
Perkins,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  H.  N.  Sanver,  Shepard, 
Sibley,  Swift,  Tucker,  Viles,  Ward,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Williams,  Wyman— 37. 

Absent — Messrs.  Barry,  Bigelow.Bowker,  Child, 
H.  B.  Clapp,  Cronin,  Denney,  Devine,  Devlin, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Donahoe.  Folan, 
Greenough,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Hosley,  Howard, 
Lane,  Lauten,  Maguire,  McNamara,  Morrison, 
Murphy,  Pray,  Rogers,  N.  Sawyer,  Sweeney,  Sr., 
Sweeney,  Jr.,  Sweetser,  Taylor,  Walsh,  Welch, 
Whitmore— 34. 

A  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  by  Mr.  Whit- 
more was  lost. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  thought  the  order  was  proper 
and  hoped  it  would  pass.  The  Aldermen  had 
been  present  at  all  the  excursions  this  summer, 
and  proved  to  be  good  company. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  adjourn.  Declared 
lost.  A  doubt  was  raised,  the  Council  was 
divided— 27  for,  8  against— and  the  Council  was 
declared  adjourned  until  Thursdav,  Julv  1,  at  7.30 
P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    28,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DKiTX. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
July  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  J,amps.  W.  H.  Davis  et 
a?.,  that  lamps  be  placed  and  lighted  on  Capen, 
Evans  and  Nelson  streets,  Ward  24;  W.  F.  Mitch- 
ell et  al.,  that  the  court  leading  from  Oakland 
street,  Brighton,  be  lighted;  Moody  Merrill,  for 
additional  lamps  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Colum- 
bia street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Rowland 
Ellis  et  al.,  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  put  the 
passageways  in  the  rear  of  Tremont  street  in  a 
healthy  condition. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Improved  Seiv- 
erage.  John  Joyce  to  be  compensated  for  person- 
al injuries  received  while  at  work  for  the  city  on 
the  uew  sewer. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Powers,  Melvin  &  Co.  for 
leave  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  on  the  rear  of 
Cambridge  street,  opposite  Brighton  street.  Ward 
4;  Webb  &  Watson,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a  wood- 
en building  on  17  Border  street,  Ward  2. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Currier  &  San- 
ders, for  leave  to  run  a  passenger  wagon  from 
Sullivan  square  to  Litchfield's  wharf. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  John  I.  Haley,  old  brick,  twenty-five 
liorses,  Warwick  street,  Ward  19;  Leonard  Cov- 
ington, new  wooden,  two  horses,  Virginia  avenue, 
Wrard  20;  Constant  F.  Drury,  new  wooden,  one 
horse,  5  Mt.  Pleasant  place,  Ward  20;  George 
Leuth,  new  wooden,  three  horses,  on  Culvert 
place;  J.  Frank  Perry,  new  wooden,  three  cows 
and  two  horses,  on  Adams  street,  corner  of  Ash- 
mont  street,  Ward  24;  E.  P.  Pierce,  new  wooden, 
two  horses,  on  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Green- 
wich street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving,  Edward  I. 
Browne  for  leave  to  construct  a  tunnel  under  and 
across  Lincoln  street,  opposite  his  estate,  for  the 
purpose. of  transmitting  steam  power;  Annie 
Corbett  for  edgestones"*  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  Newman  street;  Patrick  O'Nei)  for  edge- 
stone  and  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  139  C  street; 
A.  W.  Putnam  et  al.,  that  Sumner  street  from  the 
railroad  to  Cottage  street  be  macadamized;  Sam- 
uel Downer  et  al.,  that  D' Wolf  street  in  Dorches- 
ter be  graded,  and  that  edgestones  be  set;  W.  C. 
Appleton  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  62  Clif- 
ford street;  W.  L.  and  C-  J.  Prescott  et  al.,  that 
Motte  street  be  paved  with  sinal!  granite  blocks; 
Margaret  Ring  to  be  allowed  compensation  for 
grade  damages  to  her  estate  on  WTinship  street, 
Brighton. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  John 
Howson  and  others,  that  a  suitable  play-ground 
lie  selected  in  AUston. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  H. 
R.  Plimpton,  for  a  correction  in  certain  convey- 
ances from  the  city  to  him. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Nathan  Robbins 
and  others,  that  the  sewer  in  Commercial  street, 
between  Prince  and  Hanover  streets  be  macadam- 
ized. 

HEA-RING  ON  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  A.  J.  Tower, 
to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  on  Albany 
street,  at  the  corner  of  Dedhani.  No  objections. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  place 
additional  seats  on  Franklin  and  Blackstone 
squares.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Common, 
etc.,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  to 
inquire  and  report  upon  the  employment  of  offi- 
cers by  the  School  Committee,  not  authorized  by 
law.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  place  the  additional  expenditure  of 
§200  for  celebration  of  July  4,  under  direction  of 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  that  subject. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 


Report  inexpedient  to  accept  diaper  187,  of  the 
acts  of  1880,  and  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  a  new 
act. providing  that  the  several  departments  shall 
file  a  copy  of  all  assessments  in  the  office  of 
Registry  of  Deeds.  Accepted,  and  resolve  and 
order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  purchase  and  set  apart  for 
a  public  square,  the  triangular  lot  of  land  be- 
tween Rockland  street  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue 
iu  Brighton,  containing  25,000ft.  Order  passed  in, 
concurrence. 

The  ordinance  to  regulate  the  size  of  vehicles 
and  their  loads,  comes  up  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  with  instructions  to 
give  a  public  hearing.    Concurred. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Weigher  of  Coal — Samuel  Hosea,  Jr.  Confirmed. 

Deputy  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— John 
J.  Conley,  in  place  of  John  P.  Sawin,  deceased. 
Confirmed. 

THE   NEW  ORLEANS  PRESENTATION  FLAG. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall,  I 
Boston,  June  28, 1880.  ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— The  city  of 
New  Orleans  having  presented  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton a  stand  of  colors,  now  temporarily  displayed 
in  this  office.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  City 
Council  designate  some  proper  place  and  manner 
for  its  preservation  and  exhibition. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Build 
ings,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flym.  -  Sent  down. 

STEAM  FIRE  WHISTLE  IN  BRIGHTON. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  City-  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  June  28,  1880,  ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— I  transmit 
herewith  the  petition  of  his  Honor  the  Mavor  of 
the  city  of  Cambridge,  praying  for  the  discontin- 
uance of  the  steam  fire-alarm  whistle  on  the 
Brighton  Abattoir,  which  I  commend  to  your 
consideration. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 
City  of  Cambridge,  ) 
Mayos's  Office, 

June  25,  1880.  ) 
Hon.  F.  O.  Prince,  Mayor  of  the  Citi/  of  Boston  : 
Dear  Sir— I  enclose  an  order  relative  to  the  Brigh- 
ton Abattoir  whistle,  adopted  at  our  last  Council 
meeting.  From  a  trying  persoual  experience  I 
can  endorse  the  complaint  made,  and  there  is  but 
one  opinion,  I  think,  in  our  city,  that  the  noise 
from  that  whistle  is  an  unmitigated  annoyance, 
which  we  trust  our  neighbors  will  not  continue 
1o  subject  our  citizens  to. 

Yours  truly, 

James  M.  W.  Hall, 

Mavor. 
City  of  Cambridge,  in  Common  Council,  , 

June,  23,  18S0. 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  peti- 
tion the  City  Council  'of  Boston  to  take  such 
measures  as  may  be  in  their  power  to  discontinue 
the  steam  fire  alarm  whistle  on  the  abattoir  m  the 
Brighton  District,  the  same  being  a  source  of 
great  annoyance  to  the  citizens  of  Cambridge. 
Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Attest:  J.  W.  Cotton,  Clerk. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  23,  18S0.  Con- 
curred. 

'  Attest:  Justin  A.  Jacobs,  City  Clerk. 

Approved  June  25,  1880. 

James  M.  W.  Hall,  Mavor. 
A  true  copy. 

Attest:  Justin  a.  Jacobs.  Citv  Clerk. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 'Fire  De- 
partment.   Sent  down. 

DRAINAGE  of  the  back  bay-. 
The  following  was  received: 

Park  Department.  Boston,  | 
July  25,  1880.  ( 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston— Consequent  uroh  the  annexation  o'f 
the  city  of  Roxbury  to  the  city  of  Boston,  the  lat- 
ter succeeded  to  the  right  to  lay  out  and  maintain 
a  drain  or  sewer  in  or  through  certain  lands  then 
and  now  belonging  to  the  Boston  Water  Pow- 
er Company,  extending  from  Parker  street  to 
the,  at  present,  boundary  of  the  Back  Bay 
Tark.  The  course  of  'the  drain  i*  from 
Parker  street  diagonally  across  the  property 
of  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company.  305 
feet  in  length,  ami  the  location  contains 
15,250  square  feet,  thereby  cutting  disadvan- 
tageously  twelve  house  lots  oi   twenty-five  leet 
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front  each.  The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
have  suggested  to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Com- 
pany an  alteration  of  the  location  of  said  pro- 
posed drain,  so  that  it  will  pass  at  a  right  angle 
from  Parker  street  to  the  boundary  of  the  park,  a 
distance  of  2.6  feet,  and  the  exchange  of  an  equal 
amount  of  land;  that  is,  that  the  city  shall  re- 
lease to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  its 
rights  in  that  part  of  the  present  location  which 
requires  the  longer  drain,  and  that  the  Bos- 
ton Water  Power  Company  shall  release  to  the 
city  the  same  rights  in  an  equal  number  of  feet 
for  a  location  in  the  shorter  line.  This  exchange 
will  be  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  parties,  and 
to  the  disadvantage  of  neither.  The  city  will 
save  the  expense  of  the  longer  drain,  and  the 
Boston  Water  P«wer  Company  will  be  injured  in 
four  house  lots  instead  of  in  twelve.  The  accom- 
panying plan  from  the  City  Engineer's  office 
shows  the  proposed  change  in  location.  The 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  recommend  that 
the  exchange  as  proposed  be  made. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Dalton,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Parks.    Sent 
down. 

CITY    SOLICITOR'S    REPORT. 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  City  Solicitor 
was  received  and  placed  on  file. 

EAST    BOSTON    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following  : 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  fn- 
struction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of 
the  School  Committee  for  additional  accommoda- 
tions for  the  East  Boston  branch  of  the  English 
High  School,  having  carefully  considered  the  sub- 
ject, respectfully  recommend  that  the  sum  of 
$40,000  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  a  site 
at  the  corner  ol  Lexington  and  Marion  streets, 
and  the  erection  of  a  building  thereon,  and  that 
the  Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to  pro- 
vide the  means. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  County  Accounts: 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order 
(referred  to  them)  for  the  preparation  of  au  in- 
dex of  attachments  from  1860  to  1880,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $1500. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  was  passed. 

WATERING  TROUGH  IN  EAST    BOSTON. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Water,  recommending  refer- 
ence to  Boston  Water  Board  of  the  petition  of 
John  L.  B.  Pratt  and  others,  that  a  watering 
trough  be  located  near  Oak  square.  Accepted 
and  referred  r.ccordingly.    Sent  down. 

THE  NEW   MAIN  PIPE  FROM  CHESTNUT  HILL 
RESERVOIR. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Water,  on  the  request  of 
the  Boston  Water  Board,  for  a  modification  of  the 
recent  order  relating  to  the  construction  of  a 
new  main  pipe  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  to 
the  city  proper,  and  for  authority  to  lay  said  pipe 
by  day  labot  instead  of  by  contract,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  occompanying  orders  and 
ordinance: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  approved  June  1,  1880, 
authorizing  the  Boston  Water  Board  to  apply  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  new 
main  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  to  the  city 
proper,  the  expense  of  laying  the  pipes  and  ap- 
purtenances connected  therewith,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  appropriation  of 
$280,000  for  new  main  pipe  from  Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir  to  the  citv  proper,  authorized  by  an 
order  of  the  City  Council,  dated  March  2,  1880,  as 
will  not  be  needed  to  meet  the  contracts  entered 
into  by  the  Boston  Water  Board  for  main  pipes 
may  be  expended  by  said  board  in  laying  said 
main  pipe  and  performing  other  work  connected 
therewith. 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  ordnance  in  relation  to  water. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Section  6  of  thp  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  water,  printed  on  page  93  of  the  edition  of 
statutes  and  ordinances  for  1870,  is  hereby  amend- 
ed by  adding  thereto  the  following  words:  '-Pro- 
vided, also,  that  the  provisions  of  this  section 
shall  not  apply  to  the  work  of  laying  the  new 
main  pipe  from  Chestnut  Hill  reservoir  to  the 
city  proper." 


The  ordinance  and  orders  were  passed.  Sent 
down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  followiug. 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  and  order— That  the  Collector  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  receive  for  the  year  1880, 
upon  the  lease  as  given  by  Thomas  W.  Carter, 
and  dated  Jan.  1,  1874,  the  sum  of  $2000,  payable 
in  monthly  instalments  of  $166.62  each,  upon  con- 
dition that  the  said  Thomas  W.  Carter  shall  pay 
to  the  Collector  the  sum  of  $1000  within  ten  days 
from  the  passage  of  this  order,  and  shall  execute 
an  agreement,  with  the  city  satisfactory  to  the 
City  Solicitor  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  this 
change  in  the  terms  of  said  lease.  Order  passed. 
Sent  down. 

Report  and  Order— That  the  Mayor  be  and  is 
hereby  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument  or 
instruments  drawn  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solici- 
tor, whereby  the  city  shall  declare,  so  far  as  it 
may  do  so  without  affecting  the  legal  or  equitable- 
rights  of  third  parties  holding  title  under  it,  that 
the  condition  numbering  five,  as  set  forth  in  a 
deed  from  the  city  of  Boston  to  John  Famngton, 
dated  Feb.  24,  1853,  and  recorded  in  Registry  of 
Deeds,  lib.  693,  fol.  222,  shall  be  regarded  and  held 
by  said  city  to  be  a  restriction  only,  and  not  a 
condition,  and  that  said  city  will  allow  the  own- 
ers of  said  real  estate  to  use  the  same  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  hospital,  and  that  said  city  or  its  as- 
signees shall  not  claim  a  forfeiture  of  said  estate 
by  reason  of  any  breach  of  said  condition  No.  5. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  lot  of  land  situated  on  West 
Camden  street,  as  shown  upon  a  plan  drawn  by 
Thowas  W.  Davis,  and  entered  within  the  Book 
of  Plans,  lib.  2,  fol.  212,  in  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Lands,  which  land  was  bar- 
gained to  Brice  S.  Evans,  Sept.  1,  1874,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  declared  forfeited  to  the  cicy  of 
Boston  for  nonfulfilment  and  breach  of  the  con- 
ditions of  sale,  and  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  is  hereby  directed  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  aforesaid  lot  of  land  in  behalf  of  and 
to  the  use  of  the  said  city  of  Boston. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Collector  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cancel  the  bond  numbered  2478,  the 
amount  being  $1095.00,  and  which  was  given  by 
Brice  S.  Evans,  Sept.  1,  1874,  for  a  lot  of  land  on. 
West  Camden  street. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

EXTENSION  OF  BROADWAY. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  extension  of  Broadway 
from  Albany  to  Washington  street,  at  an  esti- 
mated exnense  of  $176,000. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  said  resolve  and 
order  were  passed.    Sent  down. 

STREET    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  laying  out  streets  as  follows:  Luke 
Mitchell,  $600,  extension  of  Geneva  avenue  from 
Columbia  street  and  via  Marston  avenue  to  War- 
ren street  at  Gr.ove  Hall;  heirs  of  George  Holden, 
$112,  widening  "of  Commercial  street.  Severally 
passed. 

DUPLICATING   NAMES  OF  STREETS. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  recommending  the 
reference  to  the  Street  Commissioners  of  the  or- 
der in  regard  to  appointing  a  commission  to  de- 
vise a  scheme  to  prevent  duplicating  names  of 
streets.  Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.  Sent 
down. 

LADDERS  ON   SEA  WALL  ON  CHARLES  RIVER. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Police,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Humane  Society,  that  iron  ladders  be 
attached  to  the  sea-wall  on  Charles  River,  for  the 
purpose  of  saving  lite  in  case  of  accident,  having 
considered  the  subject  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized, with  the  consent  of  the  owner  of  the 
sea-wall  on  Charles  River,  to  attach  five  iron  lad- 
ders to  said  wall,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $150,  to 
be  defrayed  from  the  receipts  from  the  sale  of  un- 
claimed property  in  the  Police  Department. 
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PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  occupy 
stables  as  follows:  William  Donaldson,  91  Blue- 
hill  avenue;  W.  S.  Mitchell,  Beach  street,  near 
Centre  street;  A.  T.  Sinclair,  Fuller  street,  Waid 
24.    Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses  : 

Reports  granting  minors'  applications— three 
news'boys.    Accepted. 

CARE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  the  ordinances  of  this  city  are  violated 
daily  on  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  the 
trees  mutilated,  the  green  sward  trespassed  upon, 
the  seats  removed  from  their  positions  to  the  in- 
convenience of  the  public  and  occasioning  large 
expense  to  the  city  tor  sodding  each  year,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioners  be  di- 
rected to  detail  sufficient  force,  during  the  sum- 
mer season,  to  protect  the  public  grounds  of  the 
citv  and  to  enforce  the  ordinances  relating  there- 
to. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

CHELSEA  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  the 
portion  of  Chelsea  Bridge  maintained  by  the 
city  of  Boston,  lying  northeasterly  from  the 
wharf  of  the  Mystic  River  Corporation,  be  closed 
to  public  travel  on  July  8  and  remain  closeu  dur- 
ing the  rebuilding  of  the  same.    Passed. 

VACATION    ORDER. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  when 
this  Board  adjourns  on  July  12  it  be  to  meet  by 
successive  adjournments  6n  July  26,  Aug.  9  and 
23,  and  Sept.  6,  and  that  all  orders  of  notice  De 
made  returnable  accordingly.    Passed. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
the  use  of  said  hall  to  Henry  N.  Sawyer  and 
others  on  June  30,  and  to  Patrick  Maguire  and 
others  on  July  1,  for  political  meetings.  Several- 
ly accepted. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  be  requested  to  keep 
Faneuil  Hall  open  for  public  inspection  during 
such  hours  as  they  deem  advisable  on  July  5, 
1880. 

Alderman  Slade  explained  that  many  strangers 
had  tried  to  gain  admission  to  the  hall  on  holi- 
days, aud  one  offered  ten  dollars  for  the  privilege. 
It  would  prove  a  great  accommodation  to  many 
visitors  in  the  city  on  that  day. 

The  order  was  passed. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  that  leave  be  granted  Al- 
bert M.  Aldrich  to  transfer  the  lease  of  cellar  No. 
4,  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  George  H.  Aldrich. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  ask  that  that  be  laid  over 
until  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Slade — I  would  ask  if  there  is  any 
special  reason  for  it? 

Alderman  Woolley— I  don't  known  any  special 
reason,  except  that  several  parties  have  waited 
upon  me  and  asked  that  it  be  looked  into.  I 
don't  know  but  it  is  strictly  in  accordance  with 
the  ordinance,  as  it  has  come  from  the  commit- 
tee, but  as  the  parties  asked  that  it  be  laid  over 
and  looked  into,  I  have  mado  the  motion.  I  don't 
do  it  with  any  feeling  of  disrespect  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Slade  —  There  was  some  objection 
raised  to  that.  Some  parties  did  come  to  the 
committee  and  oppose  it,  but  they  have  with- 
drawn their  objections.  Unless  the  Alderman 
has  seen  some  of  these  parties  within  two  or 
three  days,  there  is  no  further  reason  for 
delay. 

Alderman  Woolley — The  explanation  of  the 
Alderman  is  satisfactory,  and  I  withdraw  the 
motion. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

PAVING   REPORTS    AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  July   12,  on   petition   of  American   Bell 


Telephone  Company  for  leave  to  erect  poles  on 
Beacon  street,  Commonwealth  avenue,  and  other 
streets  on  the  BacK  Bay.    Order  passed. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  John  Soley  to- 
move  a  wooden  building  from  64  Saratoga  street 
to  Border  street,  near  Lexington  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Mouday,  July  12,  at  four  o'clock  P.  i\I.,on  petition 
of  Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for  additional 
tracks  in  Cambridge  and  Alford  streets,  Charles- 
town.     Order  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  of  Knight  &  Mclntee,  Columbia  street ; 
Joel  W.  Tuttle,  Dorchester  avenue;  George  F. 
Emery,  139  Marcella  street;  William  Wilson,  Put- 
nam street;  and  in  iront  of  estates  on  Bolton: 
street,  between  F  and  Dorchester  street;, 
for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
F.  W.  Kittredge,  169  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Sam'l  B. 
Pierce,  Columbia  street;  Ellen  Rattigan,  10S 
George  street;  Morris  Dow,  Renfrew  street;  and 
for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  of  J.  W.  Shapleigh,  90  West  Cottage  street 
aud  L.  K.  Bail,  on  Seventh  street.    Orders  passed. 

Ordered.  That  permission  be  given  to  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company  to  close  Beacham  street,, 
south  of  West  street,  against  public  travel  for  a, 
term  of  sixty  days,  while  taking  down  the  old 
buildings  aud  erecting  new  on  the  estate  of 
said  company.    Passed. 

Orcered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  John. 
T.  Waring  to  run  a  steampipe  under  »nd  across 
Short  Sudbury  street  (so  called)  from  the  building, 
occupied  by  A.  D.  Puffer  &  Sons  to  the  building 
owned  by  Levi  Boles.  (The  usual  conditions  are 
embodied  in  the  order.)    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Police  Department  to  erect  four  telegraph  poles- 
on  Warren  avenue  between  Warren  Bridge  and 
City  square,  Charlestown;  said  poles  to  be  placed 
in  the  positions  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  June  21,  1880,. 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets.    Passed. 

Orders  to  cover  the  cobble-stone  pavement  on. 
Lancaster  street  with  the  Abbott  asphalt  pave- 
ment, estimated  cost|§1500;  to  cover  the  cobble- 
stone pavement  on  Brattle  square  with  the  Ab- 
bott asphalt  pavement;  estimated  cost,  $1000. 
Passed. 

Orders  to  pave  Clinton  street,  from  Mercantile 
street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  with  small  granite 
blocks,  estimated  cost  §5000;  to  pave  Endicott 
street,  from  Hanover  street  to  Cooper  street,  with 
small  granite  blocks,  estimated  cost  §8000;  to  pave 
North  street,  from  Fleet  street  to  Clark  street, 
with  small  granite  blocks,  estimated  cost  §3000. 
Severally  passed. 

CEDAR  GROVE  CEMETERY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten,  the  annual 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery  was  taken  from  the  table  and  sent 
down. 

THE   SPECIAL  ELECTION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Yiles,  it  was  voted  that 
a  committee  of  two  be  aopointed  to  examine  the 
returns  of  votes  at  the  special  election  in  Ward  6 
on  Saturday. 

Aldermen  Viles  and  Slade  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

THE  BURRILL   CLAIM. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  statement  of  Joseph  M.  Wight- 
man  in  relation  to  the  legal  position  of  the  Bur- 
rill  claim,  together  with  an  order  to  direct  the 
Auditor  '-to  audit  for  payment  a  draft  in  favor  of 
the  assignee  of  Charles  Burrill  approved  Sent.  12, 
1804."     (City  Doc.  No.  76.) 

Aldermaii  Breck— This  subject  of  the  Burrill 
claim  has  been  before  the  City  Government  for  so- 
many  years  that  I  believe  the  time  has  now  come 
when  it  should  and  can  be  definitely  settled.  To»- 
review  in  detail  all  the  proceedings  of  the  City- 
Council  for  the  past  ten  years  would  be  tedious 
and  occupy  too  much  time;  this  I  think  is  entire- 
ly unnecessary,  as  the  whole  matter  can  be  sum- 
med up  in  a  very  lew  words,  and  we  can  then  de- 
termine whether  or  not  there  is  any  good  reason 
why  this  should  or  should  not  be  settled. 

In  1864,  when  another  draft  for  more  men  was 
expected,  the  whole  community  was  alarmed, 
fearing  riots  and  bloodshed;  recruits  were  scarce, 
volunteers  had  ceased  to  come  forward,  and  the 
prospect  was  indeed  perplexing  and  gloomy 
enough. 
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At  this  time  Mr.  Burrill,  who  had  been  obtaining: 
names  for  the  quotas  of  a  number  of  cities  and 
towns,  was  applied  to,  and  he  offered  to  furnish 
the  number  required  by  the  city  of  Boston  at  the 
rate  of  $125  per  name;  accordingly,  a  bargain  was 
made,  and  contract  signed  by  the  Mayor,  agree- 
ing to  take  some  7000  or  more  names,  which  was 
cot  supposed  to  be  too  many,  as  there  would,  in 
all  probability,  be  another  draft  before  the  war 
was  over,  when  they  would  be  needed.  The  draft 
•Was  ordered,  but  it  was  found  that  only  about 
2100  credits  would  be  wanted  by  the  city  of  Boston 
at  this  time.  The  quota  was  filled  from  the 
number  furnished  without  any  trouble  or  excite- 
ment. 

Afterwards,  and  at  the  proper  time,  Mr. 
Burrill  came  to  the  Mayor  and  presented  his  bill 
for  settlement,  by  whom  he  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Recruiting,  the  chairman  of  which, 
after  expressing  surprise  at  the  large  amount  of 
the  bill  (for  it  was  for  nearly  or  quite  §800,000) 
offeied  to  pay  him  $125,000  in  full  payment.  Mr. 
Burrill,  surprised,  inquired  of  him  on  what  ground 
lie  made  this  offer,  to  which  he  received  no  satis- 
factoiy  answer,  but  only  this:  tuat  be  could  ac- 
cept it,  or  he  could  carry  the  case  into  court,  as 
$125,000  was  all  the  committee  would  allow  him. 
On  the  8th  of  September,  before  he  could  accept, 
the  offer  was  withdrawn,  and  his  only  alternative 
was  to  recover  by  suit  of  law,  and  that  is  what 
they  wanted  of  him.  He  carried  his  case  to  court, 
audit  was  decided  against  him. 

In  1869  he  petitioned  the  City  Government  for 
compensation  for  services  rendered  and  money 
expended  in  obtaining  names  to  fill  the  quota  iii 
1864.  In  1870,  after  a  full  investigation  and  care- 
ful consideration,  the  Committee  on  Claims  of 
that  year  decided  to  report  an  order  to 
pay  him  §40,000  in  full  settlement  ot  his 
claim,  which  was  passed  by  both  branches 
of  the  City  Government,  and  a  draft  for  the 
amount  was  signed  by  the  Mayor,  sent  to  and  re- 
ceived by  the  City  Auditor,  and  it  would  have 
been  paid  if  those  interested  for  Mr.  Burrill  could 
have  agreed  upon  a  division  of  the  $40,000  after 
they  had  met  at  the  Auditor's  office  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  the  money;  but  they  could  not 
do  so;  the  Auditor  remained  some  time  in  his 
office  after  business  hours  to  accommodate  them, 
but  still  they  could  not  come  to  an  agreement; 
the  engagements  of  the  Auditor  did  not  allow 
him  to  stay  longer  that  afternoon,  and  they  finally 
concluded  to  meet  there  the  next  morning 
and  take  the  order  for  the  payment  of 
the  money.  In  the  meantime  an  injunction 
signed  by  twelve  citizens  was  issued  and  served 
ou  the  Treasurer  restraining  Mr.  Burrill  or  his 
assignees  from  receiving  and  the  city  of  Boston 
from  paying  the  §40,000,  and  consequently  the 
draft  could  not  be  collected.  The  old  saying  that 
"delays  are  dangerous"  was  fully  proved  in  this 
case.  In  May,  1871,  the  injunction  was  dissolved, 
of  which  here  is  a  copy: 

"Injunction  dissolved.  George  W.  Torrey  el  al., 
petitioners,  vs.  Charles  Burrill,  City  of  Boston  et  al. 
Neither  party  shall  be  entered,  and  injunction 
dissolved. 

[Signed]  Dwight  Foster, 

Petitioners'  Counsel. 
Henry  W.  Paine,  for  Defendants. 

Boston,  May  26,  1870." 

There  was  notbing  after  the  injunction  was  dis- 
solved to  prevent  the  payment  of  the  draft,  but 
to  this  day  it  has  not  been  paid— although 
lull  authority  was  given  by  the  Legislature  tor 
that  purpose. 

I  submit  a  copy  of  the  act  of  1871,  chap.  183,  au- 
thorizing the  payment: 

"The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay 
to  Charles  Burrill  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  satisfaction  for  all  services  rendered  and 
money  expended  by  him  in  procuring  credits 
upon  the  quota  of  volunteers  of  said  city  during 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  in  conformity  to  an  or- 
der passed  by  the  City  Council  of  said  city,  and 
approved  Sept.  12,  1870,  and  may  raise  said  sum 
by  taxation  or  otherwise.  This  act  to  take  effect 
upon  its  passage." 

Here,  also,  is  the  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council,  and  approved  Sept.  12,  1870, which  should 
also  be  kept  sight  of: 

"Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Henry  W.  Paine,  as  assignee  of  Charles  Burrill, 
the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  in  full  settle- 
ment of  all  claims  against  the  city,  and  all  per- 
sons acting  personally  or  in  behalf  of  the  city  in 
this  matter,  for  services  rendered  and  money  ex- 
pended by  said  Burrill  in  procuring  credits  upon 


the  quota  of  the  city  in  1804,  and  that  the  same  be 
charged  to  the  lurid  appropriated  for  Incidental 
Expenses;  provided  that  such  receipts  and  dis- 
charges snail  be  executed  both  by  said  Burrill 
and  by  said  Paine,  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Solicitor." 

All  that  was' required  on  Mr.  Bun-ill's  par,t  has 
been  duly  complied  with,  and  nothing  remains  to 
prevent  the  payment  of  this  jusc  claim  but  the 
p3S*age  of  the' oicier  now  before  us. 

Of  the  justice  of  Mr.  Bun-ill's  claim  there  can- 
not be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  as  every  one  now 
living  who  was  subject  to  the  draft  in  1864  can 
fully  testify,  as  well  as  all  those  who  remember 
the  alarm  and  anxiety  that  existed  at  that  time, 
fearing  as  they  did,  that  riots  and  bloodshed  and 
destruction  of  valuable  property  would  be  the  re- 
sult if  the  draft  were  enforced,  for  the  Cooper- 
street  riot  had  not  yet  been  forgotten:  what  a 
sense  of  relief  was  felt  when  it  was  announced 
that  the  quota  of  the  city  had  been  filled,  and  that 
the  necessity  of  the  draft  no  longer  existed. 
Many  persons  paid  large  sums  for  substitutes 
while  in  painful  suspense  they  were  expecting  a 
draft.  Some  paid  as  high  as  "§1000,  others  §1200, 
and  even  §1500  for  substitutes,  for  fear  of  being 
drafted. 

When  it  became  known  by  citizens  that  enough 
names  had  been  obtained  to  fill  the  quota,  quiet 
and  tranquillity  were  restored,  and  there  was 
general  rejoicing;  everybody  said  the  Mayor  had 
acted  wisely  and  well  in  "making  the  contract 
with  Mr.  Burrill.  No  ons  found  fault  then,  and 
the  thought  never  occurred  to  ar.y  one  that  he 
would  not  be  paid.  That  he  has  not  been  paid  is 
a  shame  and  disgrace  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  a 
stain  upon  its  fair  name  and  credit  that  should 
be  wiped  out.  Let  this  just  claim  be  settled  as 
agreed  upon  by  the  City  Council  of  1870— a  Coun- 
cil composed  of  as  high-minded  and  honorable 
men  as  ever  assembled  in  City  Hall. 

Do  not  let  it  De  said  that  the  city  of  Boston  re- 
pudiates a  just  claim  for  services  rendered,  and 
renders  null  and  void  a  contract  signed  in  good 
faith  by  one  of  its  most  honored  Mayors  of  the 
past.  This  small  part  of  the  amount  that  the 
contract  with  the  Mayor  entitled  him  to  should 
not  in  justice  be  withheld  from  Mr.  Burrill. 

For  a  long  time  the  question  has  been  in  regard 
to  the  legality  of  the  City  Government  to  act  in 
this  matter.  This  power  has  now  been  settled  by 
the  information  received  from  the  Auditor  and 
City  Solicitor,  and  from  the  communication  of 
Hon,  Joseph  M.  Wightman,  wherein  he  has  finally 
and  conclusively  disposed  of  the  question.  In 
the  passage  of  the  order  the  City  Council  were 
not  only  justified  on  equitable,  but  also  on  legal 
grounds.    I  trust  the  order  will  pass. 

Aldarman  Yiles — This  is  a  matter  of  considera- 
ble importance  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  as  it  has 
not  been  considered  by  any  committee  of  the  City 
Council  of  this  year,  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  that  they  may  consider 
it  and  report  to  the  City  Council.  The  two  per- 
sons most  conversant  with  this  movement  are  "our 
City  Solicitor  and  ex-Mayor  Wightman,  the  coun- 
sel foi  Mr.  Burrill.  They  know  more  about  the 
matter  than  anybody  else;  they  can  be  invited  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Claims  to  give  their  views 
in  regard  to  the  claim. 

Alderman  Breck— I  do  not  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat  that  it  should  be 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  again.  It  has 
been  before  them  year  after  year,  and  the  result 
has  always  been  the  same.  Last  year  the  vote 
was  almost  unanimous  in  favor  of  paying  Mr. 
Burrill  forty  thousand  dollars.  The  report  was 
signed  by  every  member  of  the  committee  except 
two— only  one  Voting  against,  and  the  other  being 
absent.  'The  tacts  have  already  been  stated  fair- 
ly and  fully,  and  there  will  be  nothing  gained  by 
sending  it  to  the  committee.  The  matter  has 
already  been  decided  upon  by  a  previous  City 
Council,  whether  he  should  or  should  not  be  paid, 
and  I  do  not  believe  it  should  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  again. 

Alderman  Slade— It  has  seemed  to  me  from  the 
beginning  that  this  was  a  singular  way  of  bring- 
ing this  matter  before  this  Board.  It  seems  to 
come  from  Mr.  "VVightnian,  who  is  a  paid  employe 
of  the  city,  and  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  a  city 
official  coming  here  to  criticise  the  law  officers  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  It  has  seemed  haish  to  me  all 
the  time.  I  hope  this  will  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  and  that  they  will  let  us  know  just  what 
we  should  do  if  we  are  going  to  do  anything. 

Alderman  Breck— The  Alderman  says  he  thinks 
it  harsh  that  this  should  come  before  the  Board 
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in  the  way  it  has,  and  that  it  has  come  through 
Mr.  Wightruan,  Mr.  Burrill's  counsel.  In  reply 
to  that,  I  will  say  that  when  I  put  Id  the  order,  X 
stated  at  the  time  that  I  was  entirely  ignorant  in 
the  matter  and  didn't  understand  it,  and  know- 
ing Mr..  Wightman  as  well  as  I  did,  know- 
ing that  he  had  beea  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  and  having  heard  the 
arguments  which  were  so  conclusive,  I 
believed  he  was  the  proper  one  to  go  to  lor  in- 
formation, and  I  requested  him  to  write  the  com- 
munication which  has  been  printed  ana  laid  be- 
fore us.  Mr.  Wightman  did  not  bring  the  matter 
up  at  all.  I  brought  it  up  myself,  because  I  was 
interested  in  it  from  being  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  last  year.  I  do  not  see  any 
necessity    for   sending   it   to  the  Committee  on 


Claims.    We  can  either  decide  in  favor  of  passing 
the  order  or  rejecting  it. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Claims — 7  for,  4  against.    Sent  down. 

REGULATION     OF      TELEGtlAPE     AND     TELEPHONE 
WIRES. 

Alderman  Woolley  moved  to  take  from  the  ta- 
ble the  report  of  committee  and  ordinance  in 
new  draft  (City  Doc.  88)  to  regulate  the  construc- 
tion of  telegraph  and  telephone  lines;  also  a 
substitute  to  ordinance  submitted  by  Alderman 
Woolley  to  create  the  office  of  a  Supervisor  of 
Telegraphs,  to  be  chosen  every  third  year  (City 
Doc.  89).    The  motion  was  lost— 2  for,  8  against. 

Adjourned,  and  stood  adjourned,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Viles,  to  Tuesday,  July  6,  at  4  P.  M. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JULY    1.    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7.30  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings of  a  message  from  the  Mayor  asking  that  a 
suitable  place  be  provided  for  the  stand  of  colors 
presented  to  this  city  by  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Parks  of  a  com- 
munication from  the  Park  Commissioners  in  rela- 
tion to  the  city's  right  to  drain  through  certain 
lands  on  Parker  street.    Concurred. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  the  Water 
Board  of  J.  L.  B.  Pratt  and  others  that  a  watering- 
trough  be  located  near  Oak  street.    Concurred. 

Report  of  reference  to  the  Street  Commission- 
ers of  the  order  for  a  commission  to  devise  a 
scheme  for  reducing  the  number  of  duplicate 
names  of  highways.    Concurred. 

Report  and  order  to  change  to  a  restriction,  as 
therein  set  forth,  the  fifth  condition  in  a  deed  to 
John  Farrington,  dated  Feb.  24,  1853.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  declare  forfeited,  a  lot  of  land  on 
Camden  street  sold  to  B.  S.  Evans,  Sept.  1,  1874. 
Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  of 
Ward  10. 

Order  to  receive  $2000,  payable  monthly,  from 
Thomas  W.  Carter  on  his  lease  as  in  said  order 
set  forth.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Preamble  and  order  requesting  the  Police  Com- 
missioners to  detail  during  the  summer,  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  officers  to  protect  the  public 
grounds.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Reoorc  and  order  to  attach  five  iron  ladders  on 
the  Charles  River  sea-wall  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 
ing $150.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

THE  SEW  MAIN  FOR  CHESTNUT-HILL  RESERVOIR. 

Report  and  orders  to  rescind  the  order  to  ap- 
ply the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation 
for  new  main  pipe  from  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir 
to  the  city,  toward  the  expense  of  laying  pipes, 
etc.,  and  providing  that  so  much  nf  the  appropri- 
ation of  $280,000  as  will  not  be  required  to  meet 
contracts  for  main  pipes  may  be  expended  in  lay- 
ing sa-d  main  pipe,  etc., —an  ordinance  to  amend 
an  ordinance  in  relation  to  water. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  1— I  have  an  order  to  offer 
in  relation  to  that  matter  which  I  have  not  had 
time  to  draw.  1  will  ask  the  Council  to  lay  this 
matter  over. 

Mr.  Greenough— What  is  the  nature  of  the 
order? 

Air.  Bailey — I  desire  to  have  this  balance  ex- 
pended in  laving  a  main  from  Chestnut  Hill  Res- 
ervoir to  the  Mystic  pumping  station. 

Mr.  Greenough— if  the  gentleman  will  consider 
the  matter  for  a  moment  he  will  see  it  will  be  im- 
proper to  expend  this  balance  for  such  a  purpose. 
This  is  an  order  to  apply  the  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  buying  the  pipe  to  the  expense  of 
laying  the  mam.  They  will  not  have  sufficient 
means  to  lay  the  pipe  with  from  this  balance. 
That  must  be  done.  If  the  gentleman  succeeds  in 
carrying  through  an  order  to  expend  this  balance 
for  a  pipe  to  the  Mystic  pumping  station,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  the  Water  Board  to  come  here 
and  ask  lor  an  additional  appropriation 
to  lay  this  main  from  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir  to  the  city  proper.  I  shall 
ask  that  this  order  be  passed  tonight, 
because  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  desirable 
that  this  pipe  be  laid  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. The  putting  in  of  the  high  service  system 
in  East  Boston  is  going  to  reduce  the  pressure  in 
the  city  proper,  and  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the 
city  that  the  advantage  from  this  new  main  may 
be  derived  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  If 
the  gentleman  desires  to  put  in  an  order 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  contracting 
for  pipe  for  a  new  main  to  the  Mystic 
pumping  station,  that  is  another  and  en- 
tirely different  matter,  and  should  be  con- 
sidered. But  it  is  entirely  a  different  matter. 
This  has  got  to  bs  done  at  once.     If  this  money 


should  be  taken  for  a  purpose  other  than  the  one 
for  which  it  was  appropriated,  the  AVater  Board 
must  come  here  and  ask  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation to  lay  this  main.  The  appropriation  was 
originally  made  for  buying  the  pipe;  it  was  bought 
for  much  less  than  was  supposed,  and  this  order 
is  to  allow  the  Water  Board  to  spend  the  balance 
in  laying  the  pipe.  If  the  gentleman  understands 
the  matter,  he  will  introduce  a  sapafate  order  for 
the  pipe  to  the  Mystic  pumping  station. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  wish  to  ask  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  that  the  order  may  take  its  second  read- 
ing tonight.  The  Council  has  passed  upon  the 
matter,  and  this  is  simply  changing  the  wording 
of  the  order  passed  some  time  ago  allowing  the 
Water  Board  to  spend  the  balance  of  the  appro- 
priation remaining  after  purchasing  the  pipe.  It 
is  necessary  for  this  money  to  be  used  in  laying 
the  pipe,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better. 
They  have  the  pipe,  it  must  be  laid  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  they  must  have  the  money  for  it. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. I  do  not  object  to  the  order  being  passed 
to  a  second  reading  and  laying  over  until  the 
next  meeting.  I  take  it  that  when  the  Board 
asked  for  a  certain  appropriation  to  buy  that 
pipe  and  lay  it,  they  knew  what  they  were  about, 
and  asked  for  the  money  necessary  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Greenough — They  did  not  ask  for  an  appro- 
priation to  lay  the  pipe,  but  for  an  appropriation 
to  buy  it.  That  was  the  only  appropriation 
asked  for. 

Mr.  Bailey — What  was  the  appropriation  asked 
for? 

Mr.  Greenough— $280,000.  They  estimated  that 
the  pipe  would  cost  $55  a  ton,  and  they  bought  it 
for  about  $42. 

Mr.  Bailey— Then  I  understand  that  after  that 
appropriation  had  been  passed,  they  intended  to 
ask  for  another  appropriation  to  lay  the  pipe. 
They  did  not  say  anything  about  it  when  they 
asked  for  that  appropriation. 

Mr.  Greenough— If  the  gentlemen  did  not  un- 
derstand it,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Water  Board 
or  the  committee. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  remember  distinctly  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  stated  when  this  appro- 
priation was  asked  for  that  it  was  for  buying  the 
pipe  and  not  for  laying  it,  and  they  would  have 
to  come  here  and  ask  for  another  appropriation. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  understood  this  appropriation  of 
$280,000  was  for  buying  the  pipe  and  laying  it. 
But  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  give  them  another 
appropriation  for  laying  the  pipe  when  they  ask 
for  it.  I  say  now  that  if  there  is  any  money  unex- 
pended after  laying  this  pipe,  then  I  desirs  to 
have  this  project  brought  forward  for  laying  a 
new  main  from  the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  to 
the  Mystic  pumping  station.  Anybody  familiar 
with  the  Mystic  water,  and  its  effect  upon  the 
people  of  Charlestown,  Somerville  and  East  Bos- 
ton, knows  it  is  not  proper  water  to  be  used  to 
supply  the  citizens  of  Boston  or  any  other  peo- 
ple. The  sooner  that  fact  is  recognized,  and  the 
sooner  we  take  some  steps  to  repair  this  condi- 
tion of  affairs,  the  better.  Therefore  I  want  to 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  I  possibly  can  to 
bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the  City  Governmont. 
For  this  reason  I  ask  that  this  matter  go  over 
under  the  rule  till  the  next  meeting  when  an  or- 
der will  be  offered  for  this  purpose.  If  there  is  a 
necessity  for  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  laying  this  pipe,  I  am  willing  to  vote 
for  it:  but  I  do  want  the  necessities  of  the  people 
consuming  the  Mystic  water  considered  and  act- 
ed upon  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Mr.  Greenough— 1  do  not  wish  to  express  my- 
self at  the  present  or  at  any  other  moment  as  be- 
ing opposed  to  the  project  of  the  gentleman  from 
Charlestown.  who  wishes  to  have  a  new  pipe  from 
Chestnut  Hill  reservoir  to  the  Mystic  pumping 
station.  That  is  a  matter  to  be  considered,  and 
more  especially  in  connection  with  the  city  of 
Cambridge,  with  which  the  Water  Board  have 
had  more  or  less  conferences,  all  tending  to  the 
point  that  the  main  shall  be  laid  across  to  the 
Mystic  pumping  station,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying Crmbridge  and  all  the  other  localities  now 
receiving  the  Mystic  supply.  But  that  ques 
tion  is  entirely  different  from  the  one  in- 
volved in  this  order.  I  do  not  wish  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  to  misunderstand  me. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  23  remembered  my 
statement  that  this  appropriation  of  $280,000  did 
not  include  the  laying  of  the  pipe.  I  expect  to 
come  here  and  ask  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion to  complete  it.    I  do  not  believe  this  unex- 
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pended  balance  will  be  sufficient  to  lay  the  pipe. 
The  estimated  expense  of  laying  the  pipe  was 
$75,000;  we  have  not  that  amount.  We  simply 
want  to  take  the  money  left  and  go  ahead  as  iar 
as  we  can.  Nothing  will  be  left  over  to  apply  to 
laying  the  pipe  to  the  Mystic  pumping  station. 
If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  bring  in  an  order  next 
week  authorizing  the  Water  Board  to  contract  for 
pipe  for  a  main  to  the  Mystic  station,  which  will 
cost  about  §380,000  besides  the  laying,  that  is  a 
matter  altogether  different  from  tins,  and  I  shall 
not  ohject  to  its  consideration,  but  I  hope  he  will 
not  impede  the  passage  of  this  motion.  There  is 
nothing  new  in  this  order.  It  is  simply  changing 
the  wording  of  an  order  passed  some  weeks  ago 
upon  which  the  Auditor  declines  to  pay  for  laying 
the  pipe.  I  hope  this  order  will  be"  passed  to- 
night, and  that  no  other  question  will  be  entau- 
gled  with  it. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  do  not  desire  to  impede  the  course 
of  laying  this  extra  pipe  at  all.  That  is  not  my 
intention.  But  if  the  question  is  coming  up  on 
the  laying  of  additional  lines  of  pipe  from  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir  to  the  city  proper,  I  think  the 
whole  needs  of  the  city  of  Boston  should  be  taken 
into  consideration.  That  is  the  way  it  seems  to 
me.  The  gentleman  on  my  right  will  bear  in 
mind  that  at  a  meeting  some  time  ago  I  said  not 
a  word  about  providing  an  appropriation  for  sup- 
plying the  high  service  to  East  Boston.  But  I 
felt  at  that  time  that  if  we  could  have  a  pipe  laid 
over  to  the  Mystic  pumping  station  it  would  be 
all  that  is  required.  I  said  not  one  word  against 
it.  But  now  when  we  have  appropriated  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  the 
pipe,  and  this  money  is  laid*  over  or  un- 
expended from  a  specific  appropriation  for  a 
specific  purpose,  I  bring  this  subject  forward.  I 
want  to  impress  upon  the  attention  of  the  City 
Council  that  it  is  in  vain  to  look  for  pure  water 
from  Mystic  Pond.  We  must  provide  for  what  is 
inevitably  to  come.  Now,  by  making  this  dispo- 
sition of  an  unexpended  balance  of  an  appropria- 
tion, we  can  settle  the  policy  of  the  city  of  Boston 
for  the  next  hundred  years.  If  we  say  now  that 
we  will  take  the  balance  of  this  appropriation  and 
lay  this  pipe  to  the  Mystic  pumping  station,  we 
show  to  the  people  using  the  Mystic  water  that 
we  propose  to  do  the  best  we  can  to  give  them  the 
best  supply  of  pure  water  we  can  find.  If  we 
don't  do  it,  and  let  it  go  by,  the  summer  vacation 
is  coming  on,  and  nothing  can  be  cione  this  year. 
They  will  say  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  taking  no 
notice  of  them  whatever,  and  leaving  them  to 
drink  the  dregs  of  this  Mystic  Pond;  that  the 
Water  Commissioners  have  provided  no  way  of 
cleansing  that  water;  that  here  is  a  simple  and 
cheap  ana  economical  way  of  supplying  us  with 
pure  water,  and  they  refuse  us  anything.  I  say  it 
is  a  cheap  and  simple  way  of  settling  this  ques- 
tion. Take  the  whole  sum  of  buying  the  pipe  and 
laying  it,  and  it  is  only  about  §400,000.  Put  that 
pipe  through  there  and  the  city  of  Cambridge  is 
ready  at  any  time  to  make  a  contract  for  a  sup- 
ply of  water  from  it,  and  the  cities  of  Chelsea  and 
Sornerville  are  ready  and  anxious  to  do  the  same. 
If  »e  make  an  appropriation  of  this  miserable 
pittance  of  $75,000  or  §80,000  for  this  purpose,  at 
this  time,  it  is  a  guarantee  to  these  people  that 
the  city  of  Boston  intends  to  do  what  it  should 
do,  and  furnish  them  with  mire  water  at  the  earli- 
est possible  moment.  On  the  contrary,  if  we  let 
it  go  by  we  say  we  do  not  know  how  long  it  will 
be  before  it  is  done.  This  is  why  I  oppose  the 
suspension  of  the  rule.  If  we  let  it  go  over  till 
next  week  I  will  offer  an  order  to  lay  this  pipe  to 
the  Mystic  pumping  station.  At  the  same  time 
I  am  willing  to  vote  tor  any  amount  neces- 
sary to  finish  laying  this  pipe  we  have  already 
commenced.  But  having  appropriated  a  certain 
amount  for  this  pipe,  and  having  a  balance  unex- 
pended, I  want  to  appropriate  it  for  this  pur- 
pose, in  order  that  the  city  may  commit  itself  to 
the  project  of  supplying  these  people  with  pure 
water,  who  are  now  compelled  to  drink  the  Mys- 
tic. 

Mr.  Greenough— Do  I  understand  that  the  gen- 
tleman wishes  simply  to  appropriate  the  balance 
of  $75,000  or  thereabouts  for  the  purpose  of  buy- 
ing the  pipe  to  the  Mystic  pumping  station,  and 
then  he  will  vote  for  §75,000  to  lay  the  other 
pipe  ? 

Mr.  Bailey — I  do. 

Mr.  Greenough— Then  why  not  vote  for  the 
passage  of  this  order,  and  then  ask  for  another 
appropriation  for  the  pipe  to  the  Mystic  station? 

Mr.  Bailey— For  the  purpose  of  committing  the 
city  to  a  guarantee  to  those  parties  who  now  take 


Mystic  water  that  it  will  take  the  best  means  for 
furnishing  them  with  pure  water. 

Mr.  Greenough— There  does  not  seem  to  lie  anj 
necessity  for  going  in  such  a  roundabout  manner 
as  that.  I  am  very  loth  to  push  any  matter  upon 
the  Council  that  the  members  are  not  familiar 
with.  This  is  to  appropriate  an  unexpended 
balance  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
the  original  object  of  the  appropriation.  But 
after  that,  if  there  is  to  be  a  consideration  of  this 
other  question,  which  is  a  general  one,  I  should 
not  object  to  its  being  considered. 

Mr.  Bailey— Did  I  understand  the  gentleman  to 
say  there  has  been  some  conference  with  the  city 
of  Cambridge  by  the  Water  Board? 

Mr.  Greenough— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bailey— Will  the  gentleman  state  how  far 
that  conference  has  gone? 

Mr.  Greenough— 1  am  not  familiar  with  the 
position  which  the  city  of  Cambridge  has  taken, 
but  it  was  thought  best  to  wait  and  see  what 
condition  the  Mystic  water  was  going  to  be  in, 
and  the  position  iu  which  the  city  of  Cambridge 
is  going  to  put  itself.  The  gentleman  speaks  of 
the  Mystic  supply  as  the  dregs  of  the  pond.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  a  fair  way  of  putting  it.  The  city 
of  Boston  has  spent  a  large  sum  of  money  for 
building  the  Mystic  sewer.  Pretty  nearly  all  the 
impurities  of  those  towns  have  been  turned  into 
the  sewer.  They  have  practically  all  gone  in 
there.  There  are  two  or  three*estab)ishments 
which  have  been  obliged  to  use  other  means  of 
drainage,  but  I  believe  I  am  justified  in  say- 
ing that  nothing  .  goes  into  the  Mystic 
that  will  compare  with  the  filth  now  go- 
ing into  the  Cochituate.  The  Mystic  is  at  present 
the  cleaner  system.  Here  is  this  green  plant, 
which  is  called  the  Polycoctus,  of  which 
Horn  jPond  is  full.  This  matter  has  entire- 
ly baffled  all  the  science  which  has  hitherto  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  it.  Two  basins  of  the  Sud- 
bury ttiver  are  full  of  it,  and  it  may  be  that  a 
third  will  be  full  tomorrow.  Horn  pond  is  also 
full  of  that  peculiar  green  stuff,  which  nobody 
knows  the  origin  of,  or  how  to  make  it  go  away. 
One  of  the  basins  is  so  full  that  it  is  like  soup. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  Mystic  supply  as  bad  as 
there  is  iu  the  Sudbury  River.  As  for  commit- 
ting the  city  to  laying  that  pipe  across  there,  1  do 
not  think  the  City  Council  is  prepared  to  do  it. 
We  want  to  wait  until  we  know  what  the  city  of 
Cambridge  has  made  up  its  mind  to  do.  If  the 
city  of  Cambridge  will  come  in  here  and  say 
they  will  pay  the  same  rates  the  rest  of 
Boston  does,  the  Water  Board,  I  believe,  will  im- 
mediately come  in  and  recommend  the  laying 
of  a  new  main  to  the  Mystic  station.  I 
state  this  under  correction  from  the  Water  Board 
or  the  city  of  Cambridge,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  city  of  Cambridge  is  trying  to  play  sharp; 
they  wanted  Boston  to  sell  them  water  for  what  it 
will  cost  them  to  pump  it  from  their  present  sup- 
ply. They  do  not  suppose  the  citizeus  of  Boston 
are  fools  !  The  city  of  Boston  cannot  afford  to 
do  it.  If  we  do  the  entire  water  rates  of  the  city 
have  got  to  be  changed.  While  things  were  pend- 
ing in  this  condition  it  seemed  advisable  to  us  to 
relieve  the  present  wants  of  the  inhabitants  of 
East  Boston  and  then  see  what  conditiou  of  things 
there  would  be  in  the  Mystic  system  iu  a  year.  I 
do  not  wish  tue  gentleman  to  understand  that  I 
am  opposed  to  laying  that  main.  Things  may 
change  and  in  two  weeks  I  may  come  here  and 
advocate  it.  But  it  stands  on  an  entirely  differ- 
ent basis  from  this.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  his  motion,  let  this  order  go  through, 
and  then  bring  in  a  separate  order  and  have  it 
considered  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  Bailey— The  gentleman  in  hoping  that  I 
will  withdraw  my  opposition  to  this  thing  is  sim- 
ply asking  that  1  shall  suffer  this  opportunity  to 
go  by  to  give  a  binding  effect  to  what  the  people 
of  my  section  of  the  city  need.  The  question  of  a 
water  supply  from  this  source  has  been  consid- 
ered by  the  Water  Board,  and  certainly  by  the 
committee.  I  think  they  have  had  it  before  "them 
for  at  least  a  year.  One  of  the  very  vital  points 
is  the  putting  of  this  pipe  through' there  to  the 
Mystic  pumping  station.  If  they  had  done  that 
before,  East  Boston  and  Charlestown  could  have 
been  supplied  with  pure  Cochituate  water  with- 
out any  extra  expense.  The  citizens  of  E?st  Bos- 
ton came  in  heie  and  said,  AVe  will  not  wait  any 
longei  ;  we  have  suffered  under  what  wc  think  is 
a  supply  of  inferior  water;  we  want  to  be  divorced 
from  the  Mystic  supply.  They  got  divorced 
from  the  Mystic  water  aiid  took  "the  Cochituate. 
We  let  that  slip  by  and  did  not  object  to  it.    Then 
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we  said,  The  Committee  on  Water  will  consider  it 
on  its  merits,  and  the  Water  Board  will  do  it,  and 
we  will  say  no  more.  Then  East  Boston  said,  The 
water  that  comes  from  the  Cochituate  does  not 
reach  high  enough  to  supply  our  houses,  and  we 
want  a  new  pumping  station.  That  was  granted. 
But  all  of  this  could  have  been  supplied  for  noth- 
ing but  the  bare  cost  of  a  pipe  to  the  Mystic  sta- 
tion, and  the  citizens  of  both  East  Boston  and 
Charlestown  could  have  been  supplied. 

Mr.  Greenough— Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
4  understand  that  the  city  of  Boston  went  to  any 
extra  expense  for  supplying  East  Boston  with 
Cochituate  water  last  year? 

Mr.  Bailey— I  understand  the  city  pays  $30,000 
for  supplying  East  Boston  with  water.  I  say  that 
if  East  Boston  had  not  had  this,  we  would*  have 
had  an  additional  leverage  to  use  for  this  Mystic 
pipe.  Now,  sir,  I  am  the  last  to  decryany  of  the 
institutions  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  have  held  my 
tongue  when  I  know  that  we  are  compelled  in 
Charlestown  to  drink  water  that  is  not  Bt  for  a 
brute.  The  gentleman  may  say  what  he  pleases 
about  what  goes  into  Sudbury  River.  But  no 
man  can  take  a  pitcher  of  Mystic  water  and  let 
it  stand  over  night,  without  having  his  stomach 
turned  when  he  sees  it  the  next  morning.  I 
have  been  waiting  here  in  my  seat  for  some  rec- 
ommendation to  come  from  the  Water  Board, 
but  nothing  has  been  done.  Here  is  the  last 
chance,  and  I  say  I  should  not  sit  here  and  let  it 
pass  without  raising  my  voice  in  protest,  when 
there  is  a  chance  to  remedy  it.  The  gentleman 
says  let  it  go  by  now,  and  bring  it  upalterwards 
as  an  independent  measure!  I  do  not  want  it  to 
go  by,  and  be  brought  on  as  an  independent 
measure.  If  there  is  anything  i  can  tack  it  on  to, 
I  shall  do  it.  We  have  sat  here  and  waited  too 
long.  We  have  recognized  the  claims  of  every 
other  section  of  the  city  for  pure  water, 
but  nothing  has  been  done  for  us.  We 
should  no  longer  sit  here  in  silence,  if 
an  appropriation  is  made  for  buying  pipe,  and 
that  pipe'has  been  bought,  and  there  is  a  balance 
unexpended,  I  say  it  is  time  to  turn  round  and 
say  to  the  people  of  those  three  wards  in  Charles- 
town, This  money  shall  be  expended  for  laying  a 
pipe  to  give  youa  supply  of  pure  water.  What 
do  I  care  whether  the  city  of  Cambridge  takes 
this  water  or  not.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question  whatever.  It  is  an  incidental  question 
entirely.  If  the  city  of  Cambridge  will  take  that 
water,  that  is  all  right.  But  the  thing  is,  in  just- 
ice to  those  three  wards  of  Boston  that  have  been 
suffering  from  the  use  of  this  impure  water,  that 
pipe  should  be  laid.  If  the  city  of  Cambridge  will 
take  water  from  us,  ana  lessen  the  expense  of 
laying  it,  well  and  good.  That  is  the  real  condi- 
tion of  affairs.  I  submit  to  every  gentleman  on 
this  floor  that  week  after  week  and  month  after 
month  we  have  seen  these  little  things  go 
by,  and  waited  lor  justice  to  be  done 
to  us  by  the  committee.  I  say  it  is  incum- 
bent upon  us  now  as  representatives  from  those 
three  wards  to  take  some  recognition  of  the  fact 
that  we  are  using  a  supply  of  impure  water. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— At  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  March  11,  the  need  of  a  better  water 
supply  for  Boston  was  shown.  There  was  plenty 
of  water  at  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  from  the  Sud- 
bury River  if  it  could  be  used.  It  was  referred 
to  the  Finance  Committee,  who  reported  to  the 
Council  on  March  18  an  order  for  a  new  main  to 
bring  this  water  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  to 
the  city.  I  do  not  see  that  the  danger  we  are  in 
from  having  a  limited  supply  of  water  is  any  less 
now  than  if  was  then.  Iu  fact  it  is  greater  now. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  have  this  matter  de- 
layed, because  the  new  pipe  for  the  Mystic  sup- 
ply is  something  that  can  be  attended  to 
when  the  Council  are  convinced  that  the 
necessity  for  it  exists.  The  money  was 
appropriated  for  buying  this  pipe,  and 
it  was  purchased  at  such  a  bargain  to  the 
city  that  we  had  this  surplus  left.  All  that  is 
asked  now  is  that  they  begin  laying  this  pipe  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  the  expense  be  defrayed 
from  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  purchasing  the  pipe. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  have  listened  with 
great  interest  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  and 
fully  appreciate  his  feelings  in  regard  to  the  Mys- 
tic water.  I  am  glad  to  know  he  is  so  familiar 
with  it,  and  I  know  he  is  speaking  the  truth.  I 
am  in  favor  of  giving  the  people  of  Charlestown 
pure  water;  nut  there  is  one  thing  I  don't  like 
about  this,  and  that  is  the  way  they  propose  to 
accomplish  it.    I  am  willing  to  vote  for  an  appro- 


priation to  lay  that  main  to  the  Mystic  pumping: 
station,  but  I  don't,  like  the  idea  of  their  coming 
here  and  taking  the'  city  of  Boston  by  the  throat 
and  saying,  We  will  have  this  $75,000  anyway  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  Bailey — The  gentleman  states  me  unfairly. 
I  said  I  was  willing  to  vote  for  that  additional 
appropriation  of  875,000  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Lovell— The  gentleman  does  not  under- 
stand me.  He  proposes  to  take  this  .$75,000  and. 
begin  laying  the  pipe  to  the  Mystic  pumping  sta- 
tion, when  it  was  appropriated  for  another  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Bailey— If  this  $75,000  is  appropriated  for 
laying  the  pipe  to  the  Mystic  station,  will  it  not 
show  what  the  disposition  of  the  city  is  toward 
that  improvement? 

Mr.  Lovell— That  is  just  what  I  object  to.  The 
gentleman  says  he  is  willing  to  tack  it  on  to  any- 
thing so  as  to  get  this  appropriation.  Now,  that 
being  the  case,  how  do  we  know  but  that  they 
will  refuse  to  give  us  the  additional  $75,000  to  lay 
the  pipes  already  purchased  for  the  new  main 
from  Chestnut  Hill,  unless  we  vote  the  additional 
amount  necessary  to  complete  the  purchase  and 
laying  of  the  pipes  from  Chestnut  Hill  to  the 
Mystic  pumping  station  over  ana  above  the 
$75,000  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  wishes- 
to  appropriate  ?  Because  we  got  the  high  ser- 
vice in  East  Boston  I  don't  ieel  that  we  are  all 
right  and  care  nothing  about  Charlestown.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  will  introduce  an 
order  for  an  appropriation  to  carry  the  pipe  to 
the  Mystic  pumping  station,  I  should  be  most 
happy  to  vote  for  it  and  advocate  its  passage;  but 
I  don't  like  this  plan  of  forcing  it  through  tha 
City  Government. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  wish  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion which  has  given  me  some  trouble  to  investi- 
gate during  this  discussion,  and  that  is,  whether 
this  question  will  not  require  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
the  entire  Council  ?  I  have  tried  to  find  where  the 
original  appropriation  was  made,  but  have  not 
been  able  to.  On  page  309  I  find  the  original  or- 
der introduced  by  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9,  and 
he  speaks  about  an  appropriation  for  laying  the 
pipe  for  a  new  main  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir 
to  the  city  proper.  It  seems  to  me  this  will  be  a 
transfer  of  a  balance  of  an  appropriation  to  an- 
other purpose  and  for  another  object,  and  it  comes 
perilously  close  to  a  transfer,  which,  under  the 
eighteenth  joint  rule,  requires  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  the  whole  Council.  If  that  is  so,  I  think  it  had 
better  go  over,  as  there  are  hardly  any  members 
present. 

Mr.  Coe— Page  143  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  gives  the  original  order,  and 
page  146  the  Council   proceedings  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  obliged  to  the  gentleman. 
On  page  143  is  the  report  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee with  an  order  that  the  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  borrow  the  sum  of  $280,000  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  cost  of  iron  pipes  for  the  new 
main  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.  It  seems  to 
me  it  is  a  specific  appropriation,  and  now  they  re- 
quire an  appropriation  for  laying  the  pipe,  and 
desire  to  transfer  the  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion to  the  other.  I  do  not  raise  this  as  a  techni- 
cality but  it  seems  to  me  it  requires  a  two- 
thirds  votej  of  the  Council.  I  doubt  if  it  can 
be  obtained  tonight,  and  it  occurred  to  me 
there  might  be  no  necessity  for  continuing  the 
contest  over  the  suspension  of  the  rule.  I  desire- 
to  add  that  if  the  measure  is  so  desirable  a  one,  it 
will  be  perfectly  easy  to  obtain  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  votes  in  a  full  Council.  I  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  0  that  it  will  be  better  to 
withdraw  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  unless 
he  is  sure  of  the  forty-eight  votes  required  to 
pass  it. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  that  this 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  transfer  and  will  require 
forty-eight  votes. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  don't  blame  the  gen- 
tleman lor  getting  somewhat  excited  on  this 
question.  I  am  sorry  he  is  compelled  to  driuk 
this  filthy  water,  but  there  is  a  remedy  for  this, 
and  the  best  way  would  be  to  compel  the  Water 
Board  to  use  what  is  known  as  the  Grant  filter. 
If  he  could  see  the  water  after  going  through  it, 
I  don't  think  it  would  be  so  bad. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule  temporarily,  and  ask  for  a  call 
of  the  roll. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  object. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  desire  to  get  enough  mem- 
bers from  the  lobby  to  make  forty-eight  votes. 

Mr.  Coe— I  do  not  object  to  the  decision  of  the 
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Chair,  but  I  notice  that  this  matter  was  passed 
hy  the  Board  of  Aldermen  without  a  roll  call. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  only  indicated 
what  his  decision  will  be  when  occasion  comes  to 
make  it.  The  question  now  is  upon  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  believe  the  City  Solicitor  has 
decided  that  when  a  matter  has  passed  either 
branch,  although  done  contrary  to  the  rules,  it  is 
too  late  unless  objection  is  raised  at  the  time.  Of 
course  the  decision  of  the  Chair  would  not  be 
affected  by  any  action  in  the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  shall  try  my  chances  on  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule.  There  are  enough  in  the 
lobby  if  they  will  come  in  and  vote  upon  it. 

The  rule  was  suspended— 32  for,  10  against. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  reeret  to  say  it  is  impossible 
to  pass  the  order  tonight,  forty-eight  votes  being 
necessary.  I  move  it  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  make 
that  motion.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  the 
Council  cannot  see  the  justice  of  the  course  we 
presented.  If  the  Council  is  so  strong  in  op- 
posing such  a  measure  as  we  ask  for,  and  does 
not  wish  to  attend  to  our  fair  and  legitimate 
wants,  I  hope  they  will  pass  this  order.  I  am  ready 
to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Greenough— We  have  not  forty-eight  votes 
here. 

Mr.  Bailey— If  there  are  I  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  am  obliged  to  the  gentleman 
for  his  kindness  and  courtesy.  There  are  not 
forty-eight  votes,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  assigned. 

The  order  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at 
eight  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  the  ordinance 
accompanying  the  report  and  order  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting. 

Subsequent,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the 
reference  was  reconsidered,  and  the  ordinance 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 
Broadway  Extension. 

Report  in  favor  and  passage  of  resolve  and  or- 
der for  the  extension  of  Broadway  from  Albany 
to  Washington  street,  at  an  estimated  expense  of 
$176,100. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — This  matter  has  been 
considered  carefully,  and  should  be  passed  to- 
night. The  committee  are  ready  to  state  that 
$400,000  will  be  sufficient,  and  the  Engineer  says 
there  will  be  a  handsome  sum  left. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  don't  think  a  sufficient 
reason  has  been  given  for  suspending  the  rule.  I 
hope  it  will  take  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  Lauten— The  Engineer  has  made  all  the 
plans,  and  is  ready  to  proceed  with  the  work.  The 
stone  abutments  should  be  laid  this  summer,  and 
it  is  now  July.  I  don't  know  why  it  should  be  de- 
layed any  longer. 

Mr.  Pratt— Will  it  suffer  by  lying  over  until 
next  meeting? 

Mr.  Lauten — There  may  not  be  a  quorum.  The 
contract  should  be  given  out  immediately.  It 
will  take  some  time  to  lay  the  stone  wall. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  resolve  and 
order  were  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Lauten 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost. 

The  Burrill  Claim. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  of  an  or- 
der to  audit  for  payment  the  draft  in  favor  of 
Henry  W.  Paine,  assignee  of  Charles  Burrill 
(City  Doc.  No.  76, 1880).    Concurred. 

Buildings  in  which  Operatives  are  Employed. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8V2  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Report  and  order  for  the  appointment  of  three 
examiners  of  buildings  in  which  operatives  are 
employed. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  read 
a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  17— This  matter  might  be 
done  by  the  Inspector's  Department  without 
further  expense,  just  as  well  as  by  new  men.  Un- 
less the  committee  can  give  some  good  reason  for 
an  appropriation  to  carry  it  out,  I  shall  vote 
against  it.  The  Building  Inspectors  can  make 
the  proper  examination  better  than  any  special 
commission  likely  to  be  appointed,  t  should  like 
to  hear  some  explanation  from  the  committee. 

The  order  was  rejected — 1C  for,  24  against. 


SUPPLY  OF  WATEB    IN  THE  STREETS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  1 
Boston,  July  1,  1880. ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston — I 
have  the  honor  to  transfer  herewith  a  communi- 
cation touching  the  supply  of  water  in  our  streets 
and  other  public  places  to  our  citizens  during  the 
hot  weather,  trusting  you  will  take  such  action 
thereon  as  may  be  proper. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 
Boston,  July  1, 1880. 
To  His  Honor  F.  O.  Prince,  Mayor  of  Boston; 
Respected   Sir — In    accordance  with  a  wish   ex- 
pressed in  many  quarters,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  the  expediency  of  supplying  the  pub- 
lic, in  the  streets,  squares  and  elsewhere,   good 
water  for  the  purposes  of  drinking. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Yours  truly, 

A.  A.  Miner, 
petitions  presented. 
By  Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6— Petition  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  John  O.  Ginn  as  Superintendent  of 
Charles  River  Bridge.  Referred  to  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Nomination  of  Superintendents  of 
Bridges.     Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— Petitions,  of  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company,  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  East  Third  street,  near  K  street, 
Ward  14;  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Company,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Grand 
Junction  wharf,  Marginal  street,  Ward  2.  Sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings.    Sent  up. 

city  hospital. 
The  annual  report  (City  Doc.  82)  of  the  Trustees 

of  the  City  Hospital  was  received  and  sent  up. 
City  Hospital,  Boston,  April  30, 1880. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council— The  Board  of 

Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  in  compliance  with 

the    ordinances,    respectfully    present    herewith 

their  sixteenth  annual  report. 

Number  of  patients  remaining  in  the  hospital, 
April  30. 1879 303 

Admitted  during  the  year — 

Medical 2,444 

Surgical 1,463 

Ophthalmic 88 

3,995 


Treated  during  the  year 4,298 

Discharged 3,608 

Died 401 

4,009 

Remaining  in  hospital,  April  30, 1880 289 

Largest  number  in  hospital  at  anv  time 328 

Smallest  number  in  hospital  at  any  time 223 

Daily  average  number  of  patients 2722/3 

Average  length  of  stay  of  each  patient  (days). .   23  1-5 
Number  of  patients  treated  in  the  out-patient 
department,  classified  according  to  their  dis- 
eases— 

Meaica]  diseases 2  583 

Surgical        "        4,092 

Diseases  of  the  eye 1,860 

"  "         ear 329 

"  "         skin 715 

"       ~f  women 274 

"        "    nervous  system 146 

"        "  the  throat 311 


Total 10,309 

Number  of  visits  to  the  hospital  classified  ac- 
cording to  diseases: 

Medical  diseases 4,722 

Surgical       "         11,308 

Diseases  of  the  eye 10.S64 

"  "       ear 2.089 

"  "       skin 1.447 

"        of  women 764 

"         "    nervous  svstem 862 

"    the  throat 1,00S 

Surgical  out  patients  treated  at  accident  room, 
and  not  elsewhere  included 946 

34.010 
The  report  of  the  superintendent  and  resident 
physician,  presented  herewith,  contains,  besides 
other  information,  a  statement  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  year,  and  is  accompanied  by  the  re- 
ports of  the  medical  staff.  These  reports  give  in 
detail  the  number  of  patients  treated  in  the 
hospital,  and  the  number  treated  in  tho  out- 
patients' department  during  the  year,  with 
classified  statements  of  their  diseases  and  the  re- 
sults of  treatment. 
The  whole  number  of  patients  in  the  hospital 
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during  the  year  was  4298,  and  they  were  under 
treatment  an  average  of  23.20  days  each,  making 
a  total  of  99,580  days,  or  14,225.5  weeks.  The  en- 
tire cost  of  maintaining  the  hospital  during  the 
year,  including  every  expenditure,  except- 
ing the  cost  of  additions  and  reconstruc- 
tion    of      buildings,     was     at     the      rate      of 

#8. 26  5-10  per  week ,$117,58S.37 

But  of  the  patients  enumerated  above,  297 
paid,  for  1,053  5-7  weeks'  board 8,366.11 

Leaving,  therefore,  the  sum  of $109. 222.26 

as  the  cost  to  the  city  of  treating  4001  non-paying 
patients,  for  a  total  of  13,072  weeks,  which  is  at 
the  rate  of  §8.43  1-10  per  week.  But  after  deduct- 
ing money  received  from  pay  patients,  stock  on 
liand,  etc.,  and  averaging  the  net  cost  of  main- 
taining the  hospital  for  the  year  among  all  the 
patients  treated,  we  find  the  average  cost  to  the 
city,  of  board  for  each  patient,  was  $7.46  3-5  per 
week. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  explains  in 
detail  the  expenditures  made  during  the  year  in 
maintaining  the  hospital. 

By  his  statements  and  the  above  figures,  and  by 
a  comparison  with  previous  reports,  it  will  be 
seen  that  during  the  past  year  the  largest  number 
of  patients  in  the  hospital  at  any  one  time  was 
forty-two  less  than  last  year;  the  smallest  number 
at  any  one  time  was  five  less;  the  daily  average 
was  16  5-6  less,  and  the  average  length  of  stay  of 
each  patient  was  1  1-5  days  less. 

The  net  cost  of  maintaining  the  hospital  has 
been  $2489.32  less  than  last  year;  but  the  decrease 
in  the  total  weeks'  board  has  been  1861  1-10  weeks; 
aud  while  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  10  3-10  per 
cent,  in  net  cost,  there  has  been  11  2-10  per  cent, 
decrease  in  total  weeks'  board,  which  explains 
the  slight  increase  in  cost  per  week. 

During  the  past  year  no  very  extensive  work 
has  been  done  in  the  way  of  reconstruction.  The 
total  expenditure  for  the  year  has  been  nearly 
§10,000  less  than  any  year  for  the  last  five  years, 
and  the  annual  appropriation  was  harely  enough 
to  meet  our  immediate  wants. 

Much,  however,  has  been  done  in  carrying  out 
the  previously  contemplated  improvements. 

The  new  dispensary  has  been  completed,  giving 
improvements  much  needed,  and  facilitating  the 
methods  of  work  in  that  department.  The  old 
dispensary  has  been  entirely  reconstructed,  and 
is  now  admirably  adapted  to  the  requirements  of 
a  stewards  office. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  wards  for  infec- 
tious diseases  in  Pavilion  3  has  long  been  defec- 
tive, in  the  arrangement  of  bathrooms,  water 
closets, "kitchen,  etc.  "Radical  changes  have  been 
made  in  Ward  L,  by  which  at  moderate  expense 
there  have  been  obtained  a  dining  room,  clothes 
room,  linen  room,  water  closets  and  bathroom  for 
patients,  and  also  a  separate  bathroom  and  water 
closet  for  nurses,  all  without  taking  away  any 
room  from  patients.  Similar  improvements  are 
to  be  hoped  for  during  the  coming  year  in 
Ward  K. 

We  would  respectfully  renew  the  recommenda- 
tion of  last  year's  report  in  regard  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  securing  additional  land  adjoining  the 
hospital  grounds,  between  East  Springfield  street 
and  East  Chester  park,  for  hospital  purposes. 
The  land  will,  before  many  years,  be  required  for 
the  further  extension  of  the  hospital,  and  our 
own  grounds  are  now  nearly  all  occupied.  To 
secure  the  land  now,  at  a  moderate  price,  would 
in  the  end  be  an  economical- measure,  and  like- 
wise ward  off  various  encroachments  which  are 
fast  growing  up  on  the  water  side  of  the  hospital 
grounds. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Superintendent  in  regard  to  a  separate  build- 
ing, to  be  used  as  a  home  for  nurses.  Such  a 
building  is  one  of  our  pressing  needs,  and  it 
would  place  the  hospital  on  a  footing  with  other 
first-class  hospitals. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  will  give 
further  information  in  regard  to  the  Training 
School  for  Nurses. 

Early  in  the  year  the  school  lost  the  valuable 
services  of  Miss  Linda  Richards,  its  lady  super- 
intendent, who  was  obliged  to  withdraw  on  ac- 
count of  overwork  and  loss  of  health.  The  excel- 
lent basis  on  which  the  school  was  inaugurated, 
the  efficiency  of  its  methods  of  work,  and  its 
present  reputation,  are  largely  due  to  her  zeal 
and  ability. 

The  school  was  fortuuate  in  securing  the  ser- 
vices of  Miss  A.  C.  Davis,  who  had  the  technical 
knowledge   and   experience     necessary   for   the 


work.  It  is  believed  by  those  most  competent  to 
judge,  that  the  school  has  done  much  to  improve 
the  quality  of  the  nursing,  advance  the  moral  at- 
mosphere of  the  hospital  and  is  in  a  position  to 
send  out  to  the  public  competent  and  trained 
nurses. 

During  the  past  year  better  methods  have  been 
adopted  to  make  the  ambulance  system  more 
available  and  efficient.  Through  the  liberality  of 
the  City  G-overnment,  the  superintendent's  office 
at  the  hospital  has  been  connected  by  telephone 
with  police  headquarters,  so  that  now  the  ambu- 
lance can  be  readily  summoned  from  any  part  of 
the  city  if  needed.  ' 

It  should  be  stated,  however,  that  the  hospital 
ambulance  is  not  a  public  carriage,  subject  to 
the  call  of  any  person,  to  serve  as  a  convenience, 
or  to  save  carriage  hire,  but  is  for  the  convey- 
ance, to  and  from  the  hospital,  of  patients  who, 
by  reason  of  accident  or  serious  sickness,  cannot 
toe  properly  carried  by  the  usual  methods.  Such 
persons  as  are  able  are  expected  to  pay  a  reason- 
able sum  for  the  service  rendered. 

There  has  been  no  change  during  the  last  year 
in  the  Board  of  consulting  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, os  or  the  hospital  staff. 

By  act  of  the  present  Legislature,  the  Trustees 
of  the  City  Hospital  were  made  a  corporation, 
and  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  will  be  reorgan- 
ized under  that  act.  It  is  hoped  that  the  many 
advantages  which  were  urged  as  a  reason  for  this 
change  will  take  place,  and  that  the  hospital  will 
be  remembered  by  way  of  legacies  or  donations 
of  money. 

We  would  respectfully  urge  upon  the  City  Gov- 
ernment  a  continuation  of  its  liberal  policy  tow- 
ards the  hospital,  in  order  that  its  present  high 
reputation  may  be  maintained,  and  that  it  may 
continue  to  be  conspicuous  amongst  Boston's  char- 
ities. 

On  the  first  day  of  June,  last  year,  the  resigna- 
tion of  Dr.  Edward  Cowles  as  Superintendent  and 
resident  physician  took  effect.  Dr.  Cowles's  con- 
nection with  the  hospital  extended  over  a  period  of 
seven  years,  and  during  that  time  he  labored  most 
zealously  and  successfully  for  the  advancement 
of  the  institution.  The  trustees  regret  that  the 
city  should  lose  his  services.  Dr."  Cowles  was 
succeeded  by  Dr.  G.  H.  M.  Eowe,  who  was  former- 
ly connected  with  the  Lunatic  Hospital  at'  South 
Boston,  as  its  First  Assistant  Superintendent. 
From  the  manner  in  which  he  has  performed  his 
duties  during  the  past  official  year,  the  trustees 
have  every  confidence  that  the  successor  to  the 
retiring  Superintendent  has  been  well  chosen, 
and  that  the  hospital  will  continue  to  enjoy  its 
present  high  reputation. 

Mr.  Samuel  N.  Nesmith  continues  a  faithful  aud 
most  satisfactory  steward,  and  has  proved  a 
valuable  officer  to  the  hospital  and  the  city. 

The  vacancy  in  the  office  of  apothecary  was 
tilled,  in  October  last,  by  the  election  of  Mr.  G. 
R.  Tucker,  who  ha3  performed  the  duties  of  his 
office  efficiently  and  with  commendation. 

The  clergy,  as  heretofore,  have  given  many 
hours  of  ministration  to  the  sick  and  dying.  The 
thanks  of  the  board  are  due  the  many  friends  of 
the  hospital  who  have  aided  the  management  by 
contributing  flowers,  pictures  and  reading  mat- 
ter, and  whose  personal  visitations  have  brought 
comfort  aud  consolation  to  the  weary  hours  of 
the  sick.  Such  tokens  are  matters  of  annual 
recognition,  but  are  always  worthy  of  mention, 
not  only  on  account  of  the  generous  impulses 
that  prompt  the  acts,  but  also  for  the  unspeak- 
able good  to  the  sick  and  the  dying. 

To  the  gentlemen  of  the  hospital  staff  the 
thanks  of  the  city  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  are 
specially  due  for  their  constant  and  laborious  at- 
tendance on  the  sick,  and  their  interest  in  matters 
relating  to  the  good  of  the  hospital. 
Respectfully  submitted,  T.  J.  Dacby, 

President  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital. 

AUDITOR'S     REPOET. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
was  received  and  sent  up. 

Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  ) 
City  Hall,  June  1, 1880.     J 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council':  Gentlemen — 
The  undersigned,  Auditor  of  Accounts,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  ordinance  in 
relation  to  finance,  herewith  submits  the  annual 
report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk  for  the  finan- 
cial year  1879-80,  commencing  May  1,  1879,  and 
terminating  April  30,  1880. 

The  payments  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county 
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of  Suffolk  during  tbe  financial  year  1879-80,  drawn 
for  by  the  Mayor,  through  the  office  of  the  Audit- 
or of  Accounts,  and  amounts  allowed  for  pay- 
ment by  the  Auditor  of  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
were  as  follows,  viz.: 

On  account  of  the  city  of  Boston $10,760,071.28 

On  account  of  the  couLty  of  Suffolk —         292,495.55 

,$11,052,566.83 

To  which  add  debt  paid  with  money  re- 
ceived from  Board  of  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  and  the  cost  of  re- 
demption of  matured  loans 3,813,797.46 

Interest     paid      on     City 
Loans $1,670  147.66 

Cochituate  water  loans...     643f037.93 

Mystic  water  loans 03,865.00 


Bank  tax  collected  and  paid  State 

State  tax 

County  of  Suffolk 

Other  payments  by  the  Treasurer, 
which  did  not  pass  directly  through 
the  Auditor's  office,  the  details  of 
which  may  be  found  under  the  bead 
of  Auditor's  Aggregates,  and  iu  the 
Treasurer's  report 
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645.27 


690,010.22 
$18. 624,020.72 


These  payments,  as  shown  by  the  Auditor,  pre- 
sent the  following  results  as  divided  between  the 
city  and  county,  viz.: 

City  of  Boston ..   818,327,879.90 

County  of  Suffolk 296,140.82 

$18,624,020.72 


The  actual  payments,  as  shown  by  tbe  annual 
report  of  the  City  and  County  Treasurer  to  tbe 
City  Council  were  as  follows,  viz.: 

On  account  of  the  city  of  Boston $18,327,400  70 

On  account  of  the  county  of  Suffolk..  296,112.62 

$18,623,519.32 
Add  to  which  the  checks  drawn  bv  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  on  account  of 
the  city  of  Boston  f$473.20)  and 
county  of  Suffolk  (§28.20)  during 
the  year,'but  not  paid 501.40 

We  have   the  total,  as  given  by  the 
Auditor,  of 918,624.020.72 


The  Treasurei   reports  that  the  cash 

balance  in  the  treasury,  April    30, 

1879,  was $2,489,784.27 

Total    receipts    during 

the  year  1879-80 $20,115,617.47 

Total  payments  during 

the  year  1879-80 18,623,519.32 

1,492,098.15 


Balance  in  the  treasury,  April  30,1880     $3,981,882.42 


1.42   is  subject 


This  treasury  balance  of  §3,981 
to  the  following  payments,  Tiz.: 
Balances  of  appropriations  carried  to 

1880-81 $3,521,589.80 

To    meet   the   tax    appropriations    of 

1880-81.   being  the  amount  derived 

from  the  balances  of  appropriations, 

excess  of  revenue  and  ot  license  rev- 
enue over  expenditures,  at  the  close 

of  the  financial  year  1879-80,  April 

30,1880.  viz 445,781.81 

Sundry  items  shown  under  the   head 

of  treasury  aggregates  and  balance 14,510.81 

$3,981,882.42 

The  actual  expenditures  of  the  city  and  coun- 
ty, including  the  amount  of  the  percentages 
taxed  and  paid  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
on  the  Sinking  Funds,  as  required  by  law,  State 
tax,  liquor  revenue  paid  to  the  State,  soldiers' 
relief  payments,  less  the  temporary  loan,  bor- 
rowed and  paid,  and  other  items,  are  shown  as 
follows,  viz.: 

City  of  Boston  payments  in  oross $18,327,870.90 

Less  payments  of  city  debt,  temporary 
loan,  to  Sinking  Fund  Commission- 
ers, bank  tax  to  State,  and  sundry 
items,  details  of  which  are  given  un- 
der payments,  page  16 6,423,622.52 


We  have  the  total  actual  expenditures 

of  the  city  of  Boston ,  1879-80 $11,904,257.38 

Add  county  of  Suffolk  expenditures, 

1879-80 296,14  0.82 

We  have  the  actual  expenditures  of 
the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suf- 
folk for  1879-80 $12,200,398.20 


Against,  in  1878-79 $12,505,748.91 


The  expenditures  for  the  county  of  Suffolk 
1879-80,  it  appears,  were  §296,140.82;  in  1878-79, 
$327,833.50,  a  reduction  of  $31,692.68.  The  reve- 
nue, principally  court  fees  of  the  county,  received 
during  the  financial  vear  1879-80,  was  $71, 515.80; 
in  1878-79,  §62,644.02,  a  gain  of  $8871.78.  The  bal- 
ance against  the  county  over  the  revenue  re- 
ceived, inet  by  taxation  specifically  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  during  the  year  187*9-80,  was  $224,- 
585.02,  against  $265,189.48  in  1878-79,  showing  a  re- 
duction of  $40,604.46.  Of  the  county  payments 
made  during  the  financial  year  1879-80",  $3645.27 
were  drawn  for  by  requisitions  of  the  judges  of 
the  courts  previous  to  May  1,  1879,  $13,854.89  on 
the  Mayor's  draft  through  the  Auditor's  office, 
May  1, 1879,  and  $278,640.66  were  allowed  for  pay- 
ment by  the  undersigned,  acting  as  the  Auditor 
of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  under  authority  of  chap- 
ter 256  of  the  acts  of  1879,  which  took  effect  May 
1, 1879,  by  whom  all  accounts  are  to  be  examined, 
audited,  and  allowed  for  payment  prior  to  their 
being  paid  by  the  Treasurer. 

There  is  remaining  in  the  treasury,  resulting 
from  the  regular  transactions  of  the  financial 
year,  April  30,  1880,  derived  from  the  excess  of 
revenue  for  liquor  licenses  over  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  issuing  of  the  same,  $159,614.10;  ex- 
cess of  taxes  and  other  income  over  estimated  re- 
ceipts, $172,013.62;  balances  of  appropriations 
unexpended  at  the  close  of  the  year,  $114,154.09, 
making  a  total  of  $445,781.81,  to  be  used  toward 
meeting  the  expenditures  for  the  financial  year 
1880-81.  The  Auditor,  in  his  estimates,  submitted 
to  the  City  Council  in  print,  March  3  last,  esti- 
mated that  there  would  be  derived  from  these 
sources  $333,000.  The  increase  of  the  actual 
amount  remaining  in  the  treasury  for  meeting 
the  wants  of  1880-81,  over  that  estimated,  was 
caused  principally  by  the  more  prompt  payment 
of  taxes  daring  the  months  of  March  and  April 
than  was  anticipated,  and  of  course  leaving  the 
amount  of  outstanding  taxes  so  much  less,  and 
the  receipt  of  some  $25,000  from  books  sold  by 
tbe  School  Committee,  not  calculated  upon. 

The  excess  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works 
revenue  over  expenditures  and  interest  on  out- 
standing loans  for  the  year  ending  April  30, 1880, 
which  was  paid  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on 
the  Sinking  Funds,  and  placed  in  the  sinking- 
fund  for  the  special  redemption  of  loans  issued 
for  defraying  the  cost  of  the  works,  was  $214,707.24, 
and  the  excess  derived  from  the  Mystic  Water 
Works  for  the  same  period,  and  paid  to  the  com- 
missioners, to  be  placed  in  the  Mystic  Water 
Works  Sinking  Fund,  was  $52,998.06. 

The  net  receipts  from  the  taxes  levied  and  due 
in  1879,  and  those  outstanding  of  previous  years, 
are  in  excess  of  the  amount  required  from  both 
by  $65,377.28;  the  revenue  from  this  source  hav- 
ing been  paid  in  with  even  more  than  the  usual 
promptness.  Care  should,  however,  be  taken  that 
this  disposition  of  our  cftizens  to  pay  their  taxes 
promptly  is  not  placed  beyond  their  powers  of 
compliance  by  such  an  increase  of  taxation  as  to 
make  it  a  very  great  hardship  for  tbe  owners, 
particularly  of  small  estates,  to  earn  sufficient, 
after  paying  other  pressing  expenses  of  living,  to 
meet  the  same.  The  tax,  the  present  year,  to  de- 
fray the  expenditures  of  the  financial  year  1880-81 
will  be  quite  a  heavy  one. 

There  is  nothing  more  paralyzing  to  a  business 
community  than  heavy  and  burdensome  taxa- 
tion. A  good  government,  prudently,  faithfully 
and  honestly  administered,  and  a  low  rate  of  tax°- 
ation,  based  on  as  low  a  valuation  as  the  law  will 
allow,  sufficient  for  a  wise  and  liberal  but  not  ex- 
travagant administration  of  affairs,  are  most  im- 
portant elements  towards  promoting  the  pros- 
perity of  our  community.  This  question  of  taxa- 
tion is  second  to  none  other  in  its  importance 
brought  before  the  City  Council  annually  in  mak- 
iug  the  appropriations  necessary  for  the  several 
•departments. 

The  Collector's  return  presents  the  following  as 
a  comparative  statement  of  unpaid  taxes  for  the 
last  five  years,  showing  that  during  each  succes- 
sive year  a  larger  percentage  of  the  tax  has  been 
paid  in  up  to  the  date  of  the  report  than  during 
the  year  preceding,  viz.: 

Remaining  uncollected  April  30,  1S80,  of  the 
levy  of  1879,  7.606  per  cent. 

Remaining  uncollected  April  30, 1879,  of  the  levy 
©f  1878,  8.383  per  cent. 

Remaining  uncollected  April  30, 187S,  of  the  levy 
Of  1877,  8.741  per  cent. 

Remaining  uncollected  April  30,  1877.  of  the  lew 
of  1876, 10.016  per  cent. 
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Remaining  uncollected  April  30,  1876,  of  the  levy 
of  1875,  11.176  per  cent. 

The  percentage  of  old  taxes  outstanding  April 
30, 1880,  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Tax  of  1874 593  percent 

"    "    1875 934    " 

"    "    1876 832    " 

"    "    1877 999    " 

"    "    1878 1.301    "       " 

The  following  is  an  exhibit  of   the   total  uncol- 
lected taxes  of  the  city,  dating  from  its  establish- 
ment, in  1822,  to  May  1,  1880: 
Poll  taxes,  from  1822  to  1879-80  inclu- 
sive, uncollected $1,632,468.00 

Taxes  upon  property,  mostly  personal, 
from  1822  to  1879-80  inclusive,  uncol- 
lected     '. 205,152.99 

Taxes  upon  property,  from  1869  to 
1879-80  inclusive,  in  bankruptcy  and 

insolvency 37,422.45 

Taxas  upon  property  now  owned  by  the 

United  States  Government 20,284.80 

Taxes  upon  property  now  owned  by  the 

city  of  Boston 1,505.44 

Amount  of  taxes  estimated  as  collecti- 
ble          500.000.90 

Total  amount  of  taxes  uncollected  April 
30, 1880  (see  Collector's  report) g2.396.833.68 


This  total  is  divided  thus:  68  per  cent,  poll,  and 
11  per  cent,  real  and  personal  taxes;  21  per  cent, 
is  estimated  collectible. 

The  assessment  of  taxes  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk  for 
the  financial  year  1879-80,  less  the  revenue  to  be 
received  from  other  sources;  also,  to  pay  the 
State  tax  levied  on  the  city  of  Boston,  1879,  was— 
Tax  levy,  1879,  including  supplement- 
ary bills,  $3107 §7,675,353.01 

Bank  tax,  1879 173,123.48 

Total  tax  levy,  1879 g7 .848,476.49 

Collections  to  April  30, 1880,  inclusive..  86,992.282.70 

Bank  tax  received 173,123.48 

Abatements 99.323.53 

Outstanding 583,746.78 

S7.848.476.49 

Total  collections- 
Account  of  1879  taxes £6,992,282.70 

Account  of  bank  tax  1879 173,123.48 

Account  of  1878  and  previous  years..       587,329.89 

,97,752,736.07 


The  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking 
Funds,  for  the  payment  or  redemption  of  the 
debt  of  the  city,  paid,  through  the  Treasurer  of 
the  city,  during  the  financial  year  ending  April 
30, 1880,  §3,812,690.87  of  debt;  the  certificates  of 
which  were  cancelled  and  filed  in  the  {Auditor's 
office  as  follows: 
Paid  at  maturity— 

City  loans $2,920,950.00 

Cochituate  water  loans 684,900  00 

Purchased  with  revenue  set  apart  for 

the  purpose  and  cancelled— city  loans.       142,000.00 
Consolidated  street  improvement  star- 
ling loan  purchased  in  London,  accord- 
ing to  contract 59,740.87 

Due  previous  to  1879-80,  but  not  called 
for  until  1879-80— 

City  loans 04,000.00 

Cochituate  water  loans 2,000.00 

6,000.00 

83.812,690  87 


The  cost  of  redeeming  the  matured  debt,  as 
stated  above,  was  $1106.59,  paid  for  exchange  on 
remittances  to  London. 

Of  the  debt  which  became  due  1879-80  there  re- 
mains unpaid,  not  called  for,  on  which  interest 
has  ceased.  .S77.500;  due  in  1873-74,  §1000;  due  in 
1876-77,  S7000;  total,  §85,500. 

This  is  the  largest  amount  of  debt  ever  paid 
directly  by  the  city  in  one  year,  with  moneys  not 
borrowed  for  its  accomplishment,  and  its  pay- 
ment is  the  result  of  the  successful  workings  of 
the  wise  provisions  made  for  that  lmriiose  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1870;  previous  to  which,  when 
large  amounts  of  debt  became  due,  they  were 
paid  by  the  issuing  of  renewal  loans. 

The  debt  statement  shows  that  the  gross  funded 
debt,  April  30,  1880,  was  §42,030,125.36,  against 
§42,359.816.23  at  the  same  date  last  year— a  reduc- 
tion of  S329, 090.87.  The  debt,  less  the  means  for 
paying  the  same,  April  30,  1880,  was  §27,842,104.28, 
against  $26,229,665.81  at  the  same  date  last  year — 
an  increase  of  §1,612,438.47.     This  great  increase 


of  the  debt,  less  the  means  for  paying  the  same,, 
is  in  consequence  of  the  using  of  the  cash  in  the 
sinking  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  large 
amount  of  debt  which  became  due,  and  at  the- 
same  time  funding  the  loans  which  had  been  au- 
thorized by  the  City  Council,  §2,853,000  of  which 
was  for  purposes  other  than  for  water  works, 
§1,967,000  being  under  orders  passed  in  1877;- 
§41.000  in  1878;  §525,000  in  1879;  §320,000  in  1880, 
and  §630,000  for  the  Cochituate  Water  Works,  of 
which  §350,000  was  for  additional  supply  works,, 
and  §280,000  for  a  new  main  to  the  city.  There  is 
to  be  added  to  the  gross  funded  debt  the  balance 
of  the  loan  authorized  by  the  City  Council  of  Aug. 
9, 1877,  not  negotiated,  of  $1,055,000  for  improved, 
sewerage. 

Of  the  debt  paid,  §3,306,000  were  bearing  six  per 
cent,  interest;  §426,540.87,  five  per  cent.;  §11,000, 
four  per  cent.;  §10,000,  6%  per  cent.;  and  §59,000v 
seven  per  cent.  Of  the  new  loans  issued,  §1000- 
bear  six  per  cent,  interest;  §27,000,  five  per  cent.;- 
§718,000,  4%  per  cent.,  and  §2,737,000,  four  per 
cent.,  making  §78,720  less  interest  to  be  raised 
annually  by  taxation. 

The  city  of  Boston,  at  this  date,  under  the  one- 
per-cent.  clause  of  the  municipal  indebtedness 
act  of  1875,  a  most  timely,  wholesome,  and  judi- 
cious restraining  law,  can  borrow  only 
§914,618.  This  right  being  exhausted,  the 
three -per -cent,  restrictive  clause  of  the 
act  takes  effect,  which  is,  that  cities 
and  towns  shall  not  be  indebted,  less  the  sinking; 
funds  for  meeting  its  payment,  more  than  three 
per  cent,  for  purposes  other  than  for  wate-  works, 
on  the  last  preceding  valuation  of  the  cities  and 
towns  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  will  depend  on 
the  valuation  of  the  city  by  the  assessors  the 
present  year,  and  the  amount  of  the  contribu- 
tions to  the  sinking  funds,  whether  any  more 
money  can  be  borrowed  than  is  allowed  by  the 
one-per-cent.  clause.  After  borrowing  §914,618, 
the  restrictive  provision  of  the  act  takes  effect  on 
iudebtedness  other  than  for  water  purnoses,  and^ 
with  the  valuation  of  the  city  last  year,  the  debt 
will  be  §1,053,510.04  in  excess  of  three  per  cent- 
on  that  valuation,  as  exhibited  by  the  following 
table: 

Gross  funded  debt,  April  30,  1880....  $42,030.125.3S 
Less  gross  water  debt,  April  30,1880,     12,850,273.98 

Leaving  gross  debt  other  than  for  wa- 
ter   purposes 829,179,851.38 

Less  sinking  funds,  for  its  redemp- 
tion and  payment 11,696,278.61 

Leaving  funded  debt,  other  than  for 
water  debt,  less  means  for  payingit,  $17,483,572,77 

To  wnich  add  balance  of  Improved 
Sewerage  Loan  authorized  bv  City 
Council,  not   negotiated 1,055,000.00- 

The  remaining  right  to  borrow  under 
the  one  per  cent,  clause  of  the  Mu- 
nicipal Indebtedness  Act 914,619.00 

We  have  a  total  of 819,453,190.77, 

The  valuation  of  the  city,  May  1, 1879, 

was $613,322,691.00- 

Three  per  cent,  of  which  is 18,3iiii,»8i>,73 

Debt  other  than  for  water  purposes, 
less  the  sinking  funds  to  meet  the 
same $19,453,190.77. 

Bight  to  issue  under  the  three  per 
cent,  clause  of  Municipal  Indebted- 
ness Act,  on  valuation  of  May  1, 
1879 18,399,680.78 

Excess  of  right $1,053,510.04: 

The  statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners,  which  is  contained  in  this  docu- 
ment, furnishes  an  account  of  the  transactions  of 
said  Board  and  the  condition  of  the  funds  held 
by  them.  The  following  tables  give  a  clear  ex- 
hibit of  the  payment  aiid  creation  of  debt,  with 
the  means  of  redeeming  the  same  with  the  sink- 
ing funds  ana  other  means  pledged  for  its  re- 
demption: 

The  Debt  of  the  City. 
The  amount  of  the  funded  debt  of  the 

city,  of  all  kinds,  April  30,  1879,  was  $42,359,816.28 
Add  amount  of   bonds  issued  ou  ac- 
count of  city  and  Cochituate  water 
loans  during  the  vear  1879-80— 

City  loans $2,853,000.00 

Cochituate     water 

loans 630,000.00 

3,483,000.00 

$45,842,816.23 
Less  amount  of  funded  debt  paid  and 
cancelled  by  the  Board  of  Conimis- 
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sioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds  during 

the  year  1879-80 3,812,690.87 

Total  debt,  April  30,1880 842,030,125.36 

Total  debt,  April  30, 1870 842,359,816.26 

Total  debt,  April  30, 1880 42 ,030,125.33 

Showing  a  decrease,  1879-80,  ol   the 
debt.of 8320,690.87 

The  indebtedness,  as  stated  above,  the  Auditor 
classifies  as  follows : 

City  debt  proper 825,731,710.78 

Cochituate  water  loans 11,697,273.98 

War  debt  (loans  outstanding) 1,645,500.00 

Boxburydebt  "  287,000.00 

Dorchester  debt      "  68,500.00 

Charlestown  debt    "  1,060.000.00 

"  Mystic  water  debt  (loans 

outstanding) 1,153 ,000.00 

Brighton  debt  (loans  outstanding) 57,140.60 

West  Roxbury  debt         "  330,000.00 

Total,  as  above 842,030,125.36 


The  Means  on  Hand  for  Paying  the  Debt. 
Sinking  funds  in  charge  of  the  Board 

of    Commissioners    on  the    Sinking 

Funds  for  the  payment  or  redemp- 
tion of  the  debt  of  the  city 813,786,108.29 

Public  land  bonds  and  mortgages  in 

the  hands  of  the  Collector,  secured 

on  lands  purchased  of  the  city,  all 

payments  on  which  are  made  to  the 

Board   of    Commissioners     on    the 

SinkingFunds 64,700.11 

Street  improvements  and  other  bonds, 

do 337,206.68 

Total  redemption  means,  April  30, 

1880 814,188,021.08 

Total   redemption    means,   April   30, 

1879 816,130,150.42 

Total   redemption   means,   April   30, 

1880 14.188,021.08 

Decrease  of  means  in  1879-80 81,942.129.34 


The  Debt  of  the  City,  less  Means  for  paying  it. 
Total  debt  of  all  descriptions  of  the 

city  of  Boston,  April  30,  1880 $42,030,125  36 

Total  means  on  band  for  paying  the 

same,  April  30, 1880 14,188.021.08 

The  debt  of  the  city,  less  the  means 

for  paying  the  same,  April  30, 18S»>. .   827,842,104.28 
The  debt,  less  means,  April  30, 1879. .     26,229.665.81 

Showing  an  increase  of  the  debt,  less 
means  for  paying  the  same 81,612,438.47 


City  debt,  exclusive  of  Cochituate  and 

mystic  water  loans ,$29,179,851 .38 

Sinking  funds  for  its  payment 11,696,278.61 

817.483.572.77 
Bonds  and  m  ortgages,  pledged  for  pay- 
ment of  debt 399,982.79 

City  debt,  exclusive  of  water  loans, 
less  means  for  paying 817,083,589.98 

Cochituate     water 

loans 811,097,273.98 

Mystic  water  loans 1,153,000.00 


CochituateWater  Sink- 
ing Funds 81,771,692.62 

Mystic  Water  Sinking 
Funds 318,137.06 


812,850,273.98 


82,089,829i68 


Bond  pledged  for  pay- 
ment of  Cochituate 
water  debt 1,930.00 

2,091,759.68 

Water  loans,  less  means  for  paying  810,758,514.30 


The  Payments. 
City  of  Boston . 
Ordinary  expenses,    including  interest 

on  city   deot   and    premium   and   ex- 
change on  part  of  the  interest  (82,377,- 

050. o9)     and    street     improvements 

charged  to  general  appropriations 89,041,828.28 

Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking 

Funds,  amount  required  to  be  raised 

annually,  to  be  paid  into  the   sinking 

funds 495,704.00 

Improved  sewerage 642,292.83 

Street  improvements  charged  to  special 

appropriations 474,009.03 

Northampton-street  District 237,238.18 

Additional  supply  of  water 213,350.97 


State  tax 206,370.00 

New  schoolhonses 136,878.45 

Public  park,  Back  Bay 125,546.28 

Soldiers' relief 91,445.66 

Erecting  new  buildings 90,193.62 

Roxbury  Canal  improvement 65 ,159.66 

Liquor  license  revenue,  State's  propor- 
tion   60,059.75 

Orchard  park 19 ,927.07 

Mystic  sewer 2,027.28 

Park  nursery,  Austin  Farm 1,630.05 

Suffolk-street  District 596.27 

Actual  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  including  State  tax. .811,904,257.38 

The  Treasurer's  payments  in  addition 
to  the  actual  expenditures  on  account 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  as  given  above, 
were— 

City  debt,  redeemed  with 
money  furnished  for 
that  Durpose  by  the 
Board"  ot  Commission- 
ers on  the  Sinking 
Funds 83,812,090.87 

Cost  of  re- 
demption of 
matured  do.  1,106.59 

83,813,797.46 

Temporary  loan  redeemed.  1,500,000.00 

To  the  Board 
of  Commis- 
sioners on 
the  Sinking 
Funds;  rev- 
e  n  u  e  re- 
ceived for 
the  redemp- 
tion of  debt,    8208,278.05 

Coch  i  t  u  a  t  e 
W.  Works 
Sink'g  F'd, 
excess  of  in- 
come over 
expendit'rs      214,707.24 

Mystic  Wat'r 
W'ks  Sink- 
ing Fund, 
excess  of  in- 
come over 
expendit'rs        52,998.06 

475,983.35 

State  bank  tax 480.580.35 

Cochituate  Water  Works, 
paid  Mystic  Water  Works 
for  water  furnished  East 
Boston 44,013.24 

Mystic  Water  Works, 
paid  cities  of  Chelsea 
and  Somerville,  and 
town  of  Everett,  ac- 
cording to  contract, 
and  Cochituate  Water 
Works  amount  refund- 
ed from  moneys  re- 
ceived for  use  of  water 
in  East  Boston 43,582.53 

Taxes  refunded,  1878, 
and  older 19,038.33 

Taxes  refunded,  1879 4,522.87 

Police  Charitable  Fund. . .  7,700.00 

Interest  on  refunded 
taxes 1,552.33 

Betterments,  etc.,  re- 
funded   651.30 

Refunded  costs  on  tax- 
es.etc 224.53 

School  instructors  —  paid 
from  revenue  for  dog 
licenses,  for  killing 
dogs,  and  damages  by 
dogs 747.00 

Refunded  on  account  oi 
deeds,  rfal-estate  ad- 
vertising, etc 310.46 

Refunded  sewer  assess- 
ments   105.93 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  Trust 
Fund 3,000.00 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery 
Trust  Fund  2,000.00 

Trustees  Public  Library, 
money'  received  irom 
Dorchester  and  Milton 
Library 335.13 

Refunded  liquor  license..  26.00 

Refunded  bank  taxes 4.51 

Phillips-street  Fund 25.39S.20 

Refunded  Cochituate  wa- 
ter revenue 50.00 

6,423,622.52 

Total  for  city  of  Boston 81S.327 ,S79.90 

Count  a   of   Suffolk. 
Expenses  of  all  the  courts, 

except  the  Probate 8230,661.61 

Expenses  of  Probate  Court 

and    Registry  of  Deeds, 

including   r  e  p  airs    on 

building  20,350.60 

.fall  expenses,  salaries   of 

officers,  repairs,  keeping 
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and  feeding  prisoners 

Expenses  of  Medical  Ex- 
aminers,    examinations, 

etc 

Expenses  in  insanity  cases 
before  the  judge  of  Pro- 
bate...,   

Miscellaneous 

Total  for  county  of  Suf- 
folk  

Total  payments  of  the  city 
of  Boston  and  county  of 
Suffolk -. 


',930.65 
,207.91 


296,140.82 


§18.624,020.72 


The  Receijjts, 
City    of   Boston. 

Taxes  of  1879 ,$6,992,282.70 

"       "  1878  and  previous 
years 587 .329.89 

Taxes,  Bank,  of  1879 173,123.48 

Taxes, Corporation,  receiv- 
ed from  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts       293,501.18 

Cochituate  Water  Works, 
rates,  etc 1,109,488.68 

Several  departments,  in- 
cluding income  from 
trust  funds  credited  to 
certain  appropriations. . .      619,865.52 

Mystic  Waterworks 264,859.29 

Liquor  licenses  and  fees, 
etc 

Interest  on  bank  balances, 
taxes,  paving  and  sewer 
assessments,  andaccrued 
interest  od  bonds  sold.... 

Collecting  bank  tax 

County  of  Middlesex,  for 
money  due  city  of 
Charlestown  and  town  of 
Brighton,  dog  licenses, 
1873 1,1'51.07 

Hav  scales 792.44 

Pedlers 400.00 

Total  ordinary  revenue,  in- 
cluding taxes  §10,402,119.91 

City  loans. ...  §2,853,000.00 

Cochitu- 
ate water 
loans 630.000.00 

State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, 
Soldi  ers' 
Belief  pay- 
ments for 
1878,  and 
pr  e  vious 
years 109,498.00 


242,746.51 


111,740.15 

4,839.00 


3,592,498.00 


,§3,813,797.46 


651.30 
1,500,000.00 


479,061.27 


Total  receipts  to  meet  actual  expendi- 
tures  ,$13,994,617.91 

Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds,  for 
payment  of  debt  and 
cost  of  redemption,.. 

Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds, amo't 
for  reimbursements 
of  betterments,  etc., 
refunded 

Temporary  city  loan.. 

Bank  tax,  collected  by 
the  city  of  Boston, 
assessed  on  non-resi- 
dent stockholders 
and  paid  to  State.... 

Instalments  on  bonds 
for  proceeds  of  es- 
tates sold,  better- 
ments for  v&rious 
street  wideniugs,  in- 
terest on  bonds  and 
betterments  and  pub- 
lic land  sales,  rents, 
etc., revenue  received 
and  paid  to  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  on 
Sinking  Funds  for 
redemption  of  debt,. 

Phillips-street  fund — 

Premium  on  bonds  sold 

Police  charitable  fund 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery 
trust  fund 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
trust  tund 


208,090.55 

24,281.15 

12,742.50 

7,406.20 

2,203.33 

1,250.00 


County  of  Suffolk. 


6,049,483.76 
820,044,101.67 


From  fines,  fees  and  costs  collected  in 
the  courts  of  the  county,  and  by  the 
Sheriff  at  the  jail,  the  Master  of  the 
House  of  Correction,  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  House  of  Industry, 
etc 


71,515.80 


Total  receipts  of  the  city  of  Boston  and 
county  of  Suffolk '. $20.115.617.47 

Expenses  of  the  Departments. 
The  regular  expenditures,  and  income  to  meet 
the  same,  of  the  departments  of  the  city  for  the 
financial  year  1879-80,  are  given  below,  including 
the  salaries  of  all  officers  attaclied  to  each,  com- 
pared with  1878-79,  viz.: 

Expenditures. 

1879-80.  1878-79. 

Advertising $740.50              $1,133.52 

Architect's  Departm't..  10.281.S7              12,034.86 

Armories 19,938  11              19,688.62 

Assessors'  Department  93.99S.32             93,991.44 

Auditor's  Department.  15,728.04             15,619.50 
Board  of  Health,  viz. : 

Board  of  Health 52,000.00              54.500.00 

Evergreen  Cemetery.  1,900.06                2,028.42 

Public  baths 20,999.67              21,676.64 

Quarantine      Depart- 
ment   13,492.32              17,546.18 

Boston  Harbor 1,946.40                2,252,55 

Bridges 57,653.38              54,517.69 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  16,303.19             12,673.96 
Chestnut      Hill    drive- 
way   2,999.76                3,336.39 

City'debt 495,704.00            664,903.00 

CityHospttal 120,181.92           125,521.35 

City  Begistrar's  Dep't.  9.54S.19                 9,597.83 
Cochituate     Water 

Works 850,718.20            854,432.55 

Collector's  Department  44,494.78              44,811.09 
Common,      public 

squares 43,992.61              45,129.79 

Contingent  funds 11,070.38                 5,820.86 

Deeds,  real  estate  ad- 
vertising, etc.,  ex- 
clusive   of    refunded 

by  Treasurer 11,667.83             16,318.19 

East  Boston  ferries...  154,419.14           164,237.69 

Eastern-avenue  wharf.  2,171.77                        .... 

Engineer's  Departm't.  24.692.12             26,158.06 
Fencing    and    grading 
around     Army      and 

Navy  Monument 4,412.13                     68.50 

Fire  Department,  viz.. 

Fire  Department 548,485.43            548,957.00 

Fire  alarms 18,099.68             17  772.41 

Bells  and  clocks 859.65                 1,654.70 

Health  Department....  322,973.25            321,117.60 
Health      and      paving 

sheds,  etc 3,484.35 

Homeless  wanderers..  1,811.98                7,41144 

Incidental  expenses....  66,415.84              40,521.63 

Inspection  of  buildings  17,269.07              17,931.71 

Interest  and  premium.  1,670,147.66        1,666,754.56 

Lamps 396,75S.20            443,336.69 

Law  Department 21,722.83             19,820.45 

Liouor  license  ex- 
penses   25,047.66              27,352.33 

Markets 9,253.86                9,658.23 

Mt.  HopeCemeterv....  26,419.55              27,705.90 

Mystic- Water  Works..  108,278.70            173,774.07 

New  ferryboat 44,473.48 

Old  claims 705.76                 1,401.02 

Old  records 600.00 

Overseers  of  the  Poor..  102,195.51            102,025.00 

Park  Department 5,000.00                4,300.00 

Paving  Department. ...  650,031.28           694,936.61 

Playgrounds... 582.00 

Police  Department 810,154.19            810,555.35 

Piinting  and  stationery  22,996.07             23,936.53 

Public  buildings 67,801.31              73,765.49 

Public  Institutions,  viz. 

House  of  Industry....  159,205.18           154,254.35 

House  of  Correction..  79,223.94              84,644.26 

Lunatic  Hospital 44,999.42             51,092.47 

JPauper  expenses 82,011.50             77,179.42 

Office  expenses 7,059.79                7,670.21 

Steamboat  J.  Putnam 

Bradlee 13,610.34             14,954.63 

Marcella-street  Home  24,704.75             24,803.36 
Almshouse,       Austin 

Farm 13,249.48              10,310.67 

Almshouse,    Charles- 
town  District 6,428.64               8,023.84 

Stone-cutting.  Deer 
and    Bainsford 

islands 8,203.51              12,023.01 

Steamboat   wharf, 

Deer  Island 6,852.38 

Publiclands 3,995.83                2,597.98 

Publlic  Library 121,978.69           125,036.99 

Record  Commissioners  2,069.95                         .... 
Registration  of  voters 

and  election  expenses  32,346.85             36,161.64 
Salaries      other     than 
those  provided  for  in 

appropriations 32,215.19             31,898.15 

Schools     and     school- 
house*,  viz., 

School  instructors...  1,108,578.87        1,117,027.51 
School      expenses, 

School  Committee.  254,593.39           233,157.91 
Salaries     of    officers, 

School  Committee..  53,679.74              65,462.18 
Schoolhouses,  public 

buildings 98,514.84            114,015.32 

healer  of  Weights  and 

Measures 5,699.66               5,767.80 
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Sewer  Department 102,717.92  140,136.93 

Sinking  Fund  Commis-  „„„  _- 

sioners 750.78  860.75 

Stony  Brook  sewer, 
Back  Bay 4.996.20  „nn-~ 

Surveyors'  Departme't         24,802.26  31,799.52 

Tax  and  other  fees  ex- 
clusive  of    refunded 
by  Treasurer (Charged    Col- 
lector's Dept.)  2.922.93 

Treasurer's  Dep't 22,963.02  22,507.79 

Tremont  st't,  repaving.  2,679.97  — 

West  Boston  and  other 
bridges 6,417«9  5,830  02 

Widening  and  extend- 
ing streets     130,300.90  99,518.56 

Regular  departm'nt  ex- 
p^ndifres  and  income  $9,537,532.28      $9,772,345.78 

Special  items,  includ- 
ing loans 2,366,725.10         2,405,569.63 

Total  actual  expenses 
and  income  on  acc't 

of  City  of  Boston. ...gll.9C4.257. 38    gl2,177,915.41 
do.  County  of  Suffolk.        296,140.82  327,833  50 

gl2, 200,398. 20    812,505,748.91 
Reeen  ue. 

1879-80.  1878-79. 

Armories 810,083.34            £10,200.00 

Board  of  Health,  viz. : 

Board  of  Health 5.31                 8,650.33 

Evergreen  Cemetery.  530.00                  325.00 

Public  baths 95.00  

Quarantine      Depart- 
ment   3,565.97                 3,737.71 

Boston  Harbor  ....                      30.00 

Bridges 1.4S8.76                1,998.79 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  11,972.77                9,1,99.76 

City  Hospital 10,657.96                8,505.42 

City  Registrar's  Dep't.  1,931.50                1,815.00 
Oochituate    Water 

Works 1,109,488.68         1,080.479.57 

Collector's  Departm't.  5,580.89       See  tax  and 

Deeds,  real-estaie    ad-  other  fees, 
vertisiug,     etc.,     ex- 
clusive   of   refunded 

by  Treasurer 12.457.S2              15,128.48 

Kast  Boston  ferries....  174,437.00            166,530.31 
Fire  Department,  viz., 

Fire  Department 2,222.<*8                3,206.35 

Fire  alarms 1.10                      49.27 

Health    Department...  32,583.85              37,690.57 

Incidental  expenses 1,171.73  ■            8  821.80 

Interest  and  premium.  111,740.15           121,786.44 

Lamps 20                       29.50 

Liquor  license  ex- 
penses   242,746.51            223,388.00 

Markets 85,971.16            101,477.29 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery....  14.441.14             12.45H.05 

Mystic  Waterworks...  26±,S59.29            268,701.10 

Overseers  of  the  Poor..  24,618.93              29.895.S7 

Paving  Department....  16,650.19              17,739.06 

PoUce  Department 13,447.08              10,186.52 

Printingand  stationery  42.61                    102.36 

Public  buildings 22,678.00              24,826.80 

Public  Institutions,  viz. 

House  of  Industry 11,525.82              15.859.77 

House  of  Correction..  47,698.95              43,116.58 

Lunatic  Hospital 4,666.99                 5,822.92 

Pauper  expenses 1,242.36                 1.944.6S 

Steamboat  J.Putnam 

Bradlee 2.048  04 

Marcella-street  Home  93.55  

Almshouse,  Austin 

Farm 1,588.66               1,810.75 

Almshouse,   Charles- 

townDistrict 514.13                    371.93 

Stone-cutting,  Deer 
and    Rainsford 

islands 5,892.05              10,755.20 

Public  lands Revenue  paid  to  Sink.  Funds 

Public  Library 9,962.81             11,036.10 

Salaries  other  than 
those  provided  for  in 

appropriations 5,329.32                 5,000.20 

Schools  and  school- 
houses,  viz.. 

School  instructors...  24,001.53              32,508.19 
School     expenses, 

School  Committee..  25,S35.75                   406.35 
Schoolhouses,  public 

buildings Revenue  paid  to  Sink.  Funds 

Sewer  Department 35,519.60 

Tax  and  other  fees  ex- 
clusive of    refunded 
by  Treasurer (Credited   Col- 
lector's Dept.)  6,943.02 
West  Boston  and  other 

bridges 4S.40 

Widening  and  exteud- 
ing  streets Revenue  paid   to  Sink.  Funds. 

Regular  departm'nt  ex- 
penditu's  and  income  ,?2.34S,700.15      g2,33S,001.04 

Special  items,  includ- 
ing loans 3,592,498.00         2,430, 730.8S 

Taxes  and  miscellane- 
ous items S,053,419.76         8.451.767.97 

Total  actual  expenses     r.X3 ;     «,  '  _^^^s^^^_ 


and    income  on  acc't 

of  city  of  Boston.... §13,994,617. 91  §13,220.499.89 

County  of  Suffolk           71,515.80  62,644.02 

£14,066,133.71  gl3,283,143.91 


I  call  your  attention  to  the  details  of  the  report 
which  follow,  and  to  the  statistical  information 
respecting  the  fiscal  affairs  and  property  of  the 
city,  taxation,  and  the  condition  of  the  trust 
funds,  which  may  be  found  in  the  appendix,  the 
whole  complying  with  the  requirement  of  the 
city  charter  that  the  City  Council  "publish  and 
distribute  annually,  for  the  informatian  of  citi- 
zens, a  particular  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  all  public  moneys,  and  a  particu- 
lar statement  of  all  city  property."  The  annual 
reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Collector  accompany 
the  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alfred  T.  Turner, 

Auditor  of  Accounts. 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19  submitted  reports 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  with  orders  granting  per- 
mits as  follows:  Pierce  &  Canterbury,  to  enlarge 
a  wooden  building  on  Chelsea  street,  Ward  1 ; 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company, 
to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  on  the  rear  of  Mar- 
ginal street,  Ward  2.    Orders  passed.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC     GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Grounds: 

Report,  That  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  part 
of  the  City  Council  on  the  order  to  provide  addi- 
tional seats  for  Franklin  and  Blackstone  squares, 
additional  seats  having  been  provided.  Ac- 
cepted.   Sent  up. 

WATERING  STREETS. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water,  recommend- 
ing reference  to  the  Boston  Water  Board  of  the 
petition  of  H.  P.  Kidder  and  others,  for  leave  to 
take  water  from  the  stand-pipe  at  Milton  to 
sprinkle  streets.  Accepted,  and  referred  accord- 
ingly.   Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

An     ordinance     to     amend  an    ordinance    in 
regar    to  the  City  Hospital.    Passed.    Sent  up. 
Codification  of  the  Ordinances. 

Majority  and  minority  reports  on  the  codifiea 
tion  of  city  ordinances."   (City  Doc.  92.) 

Mr.Whitmore— I  move  to  substitute  the  minority 
for  the  majority  report.  This  appears  as  a  minor- 
ity report,  but  at  the  meeting  of  the  committee 
at  which  it  was  finally  considered,  only  five  mem- 
bers were  present  and  the  vote  stood  3  to  2.  I  be- 
lieve I  am  justified  in  saying  that  this  report  in  re- 
gard to  inexpediency  gets  its  whole  strength  from 
the  concluding  words,  --at  the  present  time."  The 
reasons  why  it  should  be  done  at  the  present  time 
are  found  in  the  minority  report.  The  only  ques- 
tion between  the  members  of  the  committee  is  as 
to  whether  it  better  be  done  the  present  year.  I 
believe  the  gentleman  decided  finally  that  it  was 
best  not  to  do  it  this  year,  acted  under  a  misap- 
prehension, and  would  not  particularly  oppose 
the  matter  if  the  Council  should  see  fit  to  adopt 
the  minority  report.  The  recommendations  of 
the  minority" are  that  it  is  desirable  to  have  the 
city  ordinances  printed  in  a  single  volume  by 
themselves.  At  present  we  have  only  this  large 
volume,  printed  in  1876,  containing  the  statutes 
and  ordinances.  After  carefully  examining  the 
matter,  I  feel  warranted  in  saying  that  a  revised 
edition  of  the  ordinances  could  be  printed  in  a 
volume  of  not  over  250  pages,  at  a  cost  of  about 
§700.  When  a  person  desires  to  know  what  the 
city  has  done  distinctly  from  the  State,  we  should 
be  able  to  have  a  volume  containing  simply  the 
ordiuances.  In  the  second  place,  these  ordinances 
liave  never  been  revised.  We  have  several  ordi 
nances  on  our  books  which  have  been  virtually 
repealed  by  acts  of  the  Legislature.  The  Police 
and  Fire  departments  have  been  transferred 
to  commissions,  and  yet  the  ordinances  stand 
on  our  books.  A  number  of  the  ordi- 
nances are  simply  ridiculous.  I  don't  suppose 
many  of  the  members  have  read  that  in  regard  to 
•chimneys,  by  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  go  round  and  inspect  smoky  chim- 
neys. There  is  an  ordinance  in  regard  to  town 
pumps  and  wells  which  we  do  not  have.  There 
are  various  other  obsolete  ordinances.  It  seems 
to  me  it  is  desirable  to  revise  the  ordinances  by 
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themselves  and  get  rid  of  a  great  deal  of  useless 
lumber.  Then  there  are  a  good  many  ordinances 
which  require  to  be  passed.  To  give  one  illustra- 
tion: "When  we  took  the  town  of  Dorchester  we 
came  in  charge  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  By 
the  old  town  laws  one  person  was  elected  com- 
missioner of  the  cemetery  at  town  meeting; 
when  the  union  took  place  we  assumed  the  pow- 
ers of  the  town  and  have  elected  a  commissioner 
every  year.  "We  have  an  ordinance  in  re- 
gard to  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  but  there  is  none 
in  regard  to  Cedar  Grove.  This  is  because 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  in  past  years 
had  not  considered  the  matter.  I  mention 
this  to  show  that  the  ordinances  need  revision. 
They  are  superfluous  in  some  respects  and  defi- 
cient in  others.  I  might  enlarge  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Every  person  with  whom  I  have  conversed, 
lawyers,  heads  of  departments  and  others,  have 
agreed  that  the  revision  should  be  made.  The 
only  expense  will  be  S300  for  clerk  hire  and  S'OO 
for  printing.  There  is  no  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  minority  to  interfere  with  our  present  ma- 
chinery. They  do  not  desire  to  smuggle  in  any 
ordinance  not  now  in  existence  which  would  be 
contrary  to  the  present  wishes  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. "We  do  not  wish  to  bring  in  new  legislation, 
but  to  clean  up  the  underbrush  and  give  all  the 
ordinances  in  good  form.  Every  lawyer  will 
agree  that  the  ordinances  should"  be  by  them- 
selves, for  he  will  rely  upon  his  own  examination 
of  the  statutes.  The  only  objection  of  the  major- 
ity was  that  there  is  going  to  be  a  revision  of  the 
statutes  this  year  and  we  should  wait  till  next 
year  before  issuing  a  new  volume  of  statutes 
and  ordinances.  But  the  ordinances  should  be 
revised  independent  of  the  statutes.  AVhen  we 
wish  to  print  the  statutes  and  ordinances  to- 
gether, we  will  have  to  print  a  new  volume. 
Consequently  if  we  do  not  revise  the  ordinances, 
our  successors  will  have  the  double  work  of  re- 
vising the  ordinances  and  compiling  the  statutes. 
It  is  usually  the  work  of  a  year  to  get  up  a 
satisfactory  volume,  because  there  has  been  so 
much  legislation.  The  statutes  were  last  revised 
in  1860,  and  we  have  had  twenty  years  of  legisla- 
tion. Whoever  undertakes  to  collect  statutes 
will  have  a  whole  year's  work  and  no  time  to  re- 
vise the  ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  time  having  expired,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Parkman  it  was  extended. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  thank  the  Council 
and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  It  seems  to  me 
the  revision  of  the  ordinances  can  be  done  by  a 
committee  of  one  year,  and  the  revision  of  the 
whole  volume  can  be  better  done  another  year. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  it  is  unfair  to  take 
this  matter  up  in  the  absence  of  the  gentlemen 
opposed  to  it  so  far  as  to  make  the  majority  re- 
port. In  case  the  Council  should  substitute  the 
minority  report,  I  have  no  intention  to  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  as  one  of  the  orders  re- 
quires an  expenditure  of  money,  and  I  should  be 
willing  to  lei.  it  go  over  to  the  next  meeting. 
The  whole  question  is  in  a  nutshell.  Is  it  desir- 
able to  have  a  revision  of  the  ordinances  once 
and  for  all?  The  present  committee  have  con- 
sidered the  matter  pretty  thoroughly,  and  made 
themselves  quite  familiar  with  it.  It  stands  as 
good  a  chance  to  be  carefully  considered  the  pres- 
ent year  as  in  any  succeedingyear.  I  know  it  is  very 
hard  to  make  the  Council  understand  how  desir- 
able this  Is,  because  so  few  have  occasion  to  look 
over  the  ordinances  at  length,  but  having  been 
obliged  to  consult  them  repeatedly  tor  the  last 
year  and  a  half,  I  can  assure  the  Council  they 
need  revision  as  much  as  any  set  of  laws  in  this 
world.  In  many  cases  they  are  framed  in  the 
original  language  of  fifty  to  sixty  years  ago. 
Times  have  changed,  and  it  is  proper,  to  make 
our  laws  correspond  with  the  changes  in  the 
time.  I  shall  be  happy  to  reply  to  any  objections. 

Mr.  Parkman — The  gentleman  made  one  state- 
ment which  he  can  perhaps  explain.  I  would 
ask  him  why  delay  now  will  necessarily  delay  it 
for  several  years  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  remark  was  not  based  upon 
any  very  deep  calculation,  but  simply  from  expe- 
rience with  the  proceedings  of  this  council  and 
all  other  deliberative  bodies.  I  am  willing  to 
confess  this  matter  has  been  to  me  a  sort  of 
hobby.  I  have  taken  an  interest  in  it,  I  venture 
to  say  that  no  other  member  has,  of  this  year,  last 
year,  or  any  other  year  in  which  I  have  noticed 
the  proceedings.  The  chances  are  no  member 
will  be  here  another  year  who  is  willing  to  take 
the  drudgery  or  push  the  measure.  I  can  only 
say  if  the  Council  rejects  it,  after  the  suggestion 


of  a  member  who  feels  a  strong  interest  in  it,  I 
believe  it  will  not  be  heard  from  again.  That  is 
my  fear,  and  it  is  based  upon  the  customs  of  most 
deliberative  bodies. 

Mr.  Parkman— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is 
very  well  known  to  be  indefatigable  in  matters 
like  this,  and  he  has  been  very  careful  and  labori- 
ous in  proposing  a  scheme  for  us  to  start  upon.  I 
will  grant  that  it  is  desirable  for  us  to  revise  the 
ordinances,  but  it  should  be  entered  into  with 

treat  consideration.  I  do  not  think  it  should  be 
etermined  upon  gpnight  with  this  slim  meeting 
of  the  Council.  The  appendix  to  the  report  was 
only  received  this  morning,  not  having  been  pub- 
lished in  the  proceedings.  One  of  the  resolves  is 
to  approve  the  scheme  of  codification  proposed  by- 
the  minority.  I  do  not  think  we  should  pass  that 
resolve  without  having  more  time  to  look  at  it 
than  we  have.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  to  assign 
it  to  the  next  meeting.  I  do  not  wish  to  oppose 
it,  but  to  have  it  carefully  considered. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  stated  I  do  not  intend  to  press 
the  matter  to  a  second  reading  tonight,  because 
one  of  the  orders  requires  a  suspension  of  the 
rule.  If  the  motion  to  substitute  prevails,  the 
orders  will  be  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
go  over  to  the  next  meeting,  which  is  substan- 
tially what  the  gentleman  desires.  But  if  we 
put  off  all  the  orders  until  the  next  meeting,  I 
shall  be  saddled  with  one  of  them  which  requires 
a  two-thirds  vote  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Parkman — I  merely  want  time  to  see  if  it 
is  a  proper  plan  and  give  the  Council  time  to  ex- 
amine it  thoroughly.  Such  an  important  subject 
should  not  be  actvanced  a  stage  without  full  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Whitmore — If  the  gentleman  desires  to  kill 
the  order  he  could  adopt  no  better  plan.  If  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting,  they  will  come  up  for 
a  second  reading,  and  one  of  them  will  require  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  to  pass  it.  The  postpone- 
ment may  prevent  their  passage  before  the  sum- 
mer vacation.  If  this  work  is  to  be  done  at  all, 
it  should  be  done  during  the  summer,  when  there 
are  no  other  claims  upon  our  attention  and  when 
it  can  be  done  carefully. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  have  no  desire  to  assume  the 
position  the  gentleman  places  me  in.  I  think  the 
members  of  the  Council  have  not  had  time  to 
consider  it.  There  are  two  more  meetings  before 
the  summer  vacation,  and  it  can  go  regularly 
through  and  be  passed  at  the  last  meeting.  I 
have  no  desire  to  express  an  opinion  one  way  or 
the  other,  but  if  I  have  an  opinion  it  is  that  the 
codification  of  the  ordinances  would  be  a  good 
thing.  As  a  lawyer  and  member  of  this  Council, 
I  think  we  should  have  a  little  more  time  before 
action  is  taken. 

The  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock— 38  for,  13  against. 

THE  EXCURSION  TO  SUDBURY  RIVER. 

Order  to  invite  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  ac- 
company the  Common  Council  on  its  visit  to  the 
Sudbury  River  Water  Works. 

Mr.  Lovell  desired  to  withdraw  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  objected. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading. 

LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  re- 
quested to  inquire  and  report  as  to  whether  any 
changes  are  necessary  in  the  ordinance  relating 
to  the  Law  Department,  having  considered  the 
subject,  would  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  ordinance  to  amend  the  said 
ordinance  relating  to  the  Law  Department. 

For  the  committee.  W.  H.  Whitmore. 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law  De- 
partment. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law 
Department  is  hereby  amended  as  follows:  In 
section  2,  in  the  third  and  in  the  sixteenth  lines 
strike  out  the  word  "Mayor,"  and  insert  "Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances."  Also  strike  out  the  sec- 
ond paragraph  of  said  section,  being  line  19  to 
line  27  inclusive,  and  insert  the  following:  "In 
case  the  City  Solicitor  shall  decline  or  neglect  to 
till  any  vacancy  in  the  foregoing  offices,  for  the 
space  of  sixty  days  after  he  has  the  power  so  to 
do,  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  may  fill  such 
vacancy."  Strike  out  section  5  and  insert  the  fol- 
lowing section: 

"Section  5.  Whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  additional  assistance 
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is  temporarily  required  in  the  law  department, 
the  said  committee  may  by  a  vote  of  a  majority 
of  all  its  members  engage  suitable  counsel  and 
fix  the  compensation  therefor;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  no  amount  exceeding  three  thousand 
dollars  in  any  one  year  shall  be  so  expended  un- 
less the  consent  of  the  City  Council  has  been  first 
obtained." 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— This  seems  to  be  a  very 
impoitant  matter.  Last  year  we  passed  an  ordi- 
nance relating  to  the  Law  Department  which  was 
carefully  considered  and  very  fully  discussed.  If 
any  change  is  to  be  made  in  that  ordinance  it 
ought  to  be  done  with  great  care.  It  ought  to  be 
discussed  and  its  bearing  fully  understood  before 
any  action  is  taken.  As  we  seem  to  have  busi- 
ness enough  before  us  during  all  the  warm  weath- 
er before  vacation,  I  move  that  this  matter  be 
specially  assigned  to  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Council  in  September  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  —  I  presume 
the  gentleman  feels  a  parental  interest  in 
the  ordinance  passed  last  December  con- 
trary to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances of  last  year.  The  changes  then  made  were 
chiefly  at  the  instigation  of  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat.  It  is  a  fact  that  these 
changes  have  not  worked  for  the  public  interest. 
One  of  the  changes  we  propose  now,  and  which  is 
a  return  to  the  old  system,  cr.n  probably  be  shown 
to  be  greatly  to  the  public  interest  in  preventing 
extravagant  expenditures  which  are  now  being 
made.  I  refer  to  section  7,  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  assistants  in  cases  of  emergency. 
It  is  true  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  have 
power  to  fix  the  compensation,  but  whenever 
they  do  it  they  are  met  by  the  reply  that  it  is  not 
professional  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  make  any 
bargain  with  a  lawyer  in  advance  for  his  services. 
I  venture  to  speak  on  this  matter,  however  dis- 
tasteful it  may  be  to  discuss  such  subjects  in  hot 
weather,  because  we  cannot  tell  what  may  hap- 
pen in  this  respect.  We  had  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  today  and  were  obliged 
to  audit  bills  for  the  sum  of  §1400  for  extra  legal 
services  rendered  to  the  city  of  Boston.  A  very 
few  weeks  ago  we  were  obliged  to  audit  another 
bill  for  another  highly  respectable  member  of  the 
Boston  bar,  and  we  paid  him  for  six  weeks'  ser- 
vice at  the  Legislature  a  larger  sum  than  we  used 
to  pay  him  lor  the  entire  year  for  his  services  as 
Assistant  City  Solicitor.  Sow,  it  may  be  well  and 
desirable  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  let  matters  run 
on  m  this  reckless  manner.  Instead  of  postpon- 
ing this  matter  until  next  September,  I  say  we 
ought  to  attend  to  it  now,  because,  as  I  have  had 
occasion  to  say  repeatedly  to  this  Council, 
the  city  of  Boston  is  not  in  a  position 
where  small  sums  of  money  are  to  be  disre- 
garded. The  temper  of  the  Council  this  year  has 
been  much  more  protuse  than  it  was  last  year.  I 
feel  bound  to  make  that  comparison,  because  I 
hope  it  will  sink  into  the  minds  of  some  mem- 
bers present.  This  Council  have  not  felt  loth  to 
part  with  the  public  money  this  year,  and  on  one 
or  two  occasions  I  have  felt  bound  to  check  it. 
Now,  while  we  all  intend  to  act  wisely  and  pru- 
dently, I  do  not.  think  this  is  a  good  suggestion 
to  lay  this  matter  over  until  next  September.  We 
probably  will  have  a  large  crop  of  bills  contracted 
during  the  recess.  It  was  only  a  fortnight  ago, 
at  the  request  of  one  of  the  joint  committees  of 
this  City  Council,  we  were  compelled  to  sanction 
the  expenditure  of  another  §2000  for  assistance 
in  the  City  Solicitor's  department.  Today 
it  is  brought  to  our  notice  that  a  City 
Conveyancer  has  been  appointed,  and  a  new 
Assistant  Solicitor  will  have  to  be  appointed  in 
his  place.  I  understood  that  when  the  two 
young  men  were  appointed  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Carret,  no  other  expenditure  was  to  be  made  in 
that  direction.  But,  sir,  one  of  those  young  men 
has  been  appointed  City  Conveyancer  at  a  salary 
of  §3000,  more  than  his  predecessor  drew  before 
him,  and  he  is  to  have  two  assistants  also.  Now, 
sir,  with  these  examples  before  our  eves,  I  do  not 
think  we  ought  to  postpone  this  matter  until 
next  September.  We  ought  to  take  it  up  and 
have  some  check  upon  that  very  large  leak  in 
that  department.  This  matter  being  a  technical 
one  I  will  not  ask  the  Council  to  follow  me 
through  it.  If  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his 
motion,  let  the  ordinance  take  the  usual  course, 
the  changes  will  he  printed  and  come  before  the 
Council  at  the  next  meeting,  and  some  member 
of  the  committee  will  be  prepared  to  give  rea- 
sons why  the  changes  should  be  made.  At  all 
events   it   does   seem   to   me   to    be   unwise    to 


throw  this  matter  over  until  next  Septem- 
ber, because  the  weather  is  a  little*  hot. 
We  are  here  to  do  the  public  service,  and 
whether  it  is  hot  or  cold,  whether  the  vacation  is 
near  at  hand  or  not,  it  seems  to  me  we  should 
attend  to  the  public  business.  This  matter  goes 
along  in  regular  course  from  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  If  it  is  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
it  will  lie  over  until  the  next  meeting.  All  will 
have  time  to  consider  it,  and  the  gentleman  can 
bring  forward  his  objections.  Certainly  there  is 
no  reason  why  we  cannot  attend  to  a  matter 
coming  from  a  committee  as  their  unanimous  re- 
port. Therefore  I  hope  the  motion  to  put  it  over 
until  next  fall  will  not  prevail — that  it  will  take 
the  usual  course  it  would  have  done  if  reported 
upon  in  March,  April  or  May. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9 — I  think  the  apprehensions 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  are  quite  ground- 
less. I  don't  think  any  danger  is  to  be  incurred 
from  the  employment  of  extra  counsel  during  the 
summer  vacation.  Neither  the  courts  nor  the 
Legislature  will  be  in  session,  so  I  don't  think  we 
can  possibly  lose  anything  by  putting  it  over  un- 
til the  first  meeting  in  September. 

Mr.  Bailey— They  have  already  put  in  a  request 
for  additional  assistance  in  the  Conveyancer's 
office. 

Mr.  Swift — That  I  did  not  know  of.  But  it  be- 
ing referred  to  a  committee  they  will  report  to  us 
about  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore — It  is  very  easy  to  incur  bills  for 
legal  services,  even  when  the  courts  or  the  Legis- 
lature are  not  in  session.  The  expenditure  of 
S2000  authorized  within  a  fortnight  was  a  hear- 
ing before  referees,  and  referees  will  sit  just  as 
long  as  anybody  will  pay  them.  There  are  other 
means  by  which  bills  may  be  incurred  besides 
those  mentioned. 

Mr.  Swift — There  may  be  some  extra  expense 
arising  in  the  Law  Department,  but  I  do. not  thmk 
there  is  such  a  heavy  expenditure  as  has  been 
suggested.  We  ought  not  to  amend  so  important 
an  ordinance  hastily.  I  think  the  present  ordi- 
nance is  a  proper  one:  that  the  way  in  which  the 
matter  is  regulated  is  wise.  At  the  same  time  I 
think  the  proposition  is  a  perfectly  fair  one  to 
discuss,  and  the  objections  should  receive  a  fair 
hearing.  The  committee  may  be  able  to  con- 
vince the  Council  that  the  changes  ought 
to  be  made,  but  at  the  same  time  1  think 
we  ought  to  give  it  careful  attention.  I  do  not 
think  we  can  do  this  in  a  single  night.  There  are 
several  matters  coming  up  at  the  next  meeting, 
which  will  take  some  time  for  discussion,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  more  proper  to  put  this  over  until 
September. 

Mr.  Bailey — If  it  was  n't  for  the  extraordinary 
proposition  that  has  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
I  do  not  think  I  should  have  said  anything  in  ad- 
dition to  what  has  been  stated  by  the  chairman 
of  my  committee.  But  in  view  of  such  an  ex- 
traordinary proposition  as  this,  on  the  unanimous 
report  of  the"  committee  on  the  first  reading  of  an 
ordinance,  and  then  having  it  go  over  under  the 
rule  to  come  up  for  consideration  at  the  next 
meeting,  that  somebody  should  be  interested 
enough  to  move  an  indefinite  postponement,  be- 
cause laying  it  over  until  the  first  of  September 
is  virtually  an  indefinite  postponement,  I 
submit  that  if  the  committee  have  given 
it  careful  consideration  and  made  a  report,  if 
proper  and  candid  treatment  of  that  report  does 
not  consist  in  having  it  printed  and  then  having 
it  come  up  regularly  for  action,  then,  if  my 
friend  from  Ward  9  wants  to  have  it  laid  over 
until  next  September,  it  is  all  right.  But  to  do  it 
now  seems  to  be  strange  treatment  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  wish  to  state,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  in  regard  to  the  tendency  of  this  Council  tow- 
ard profuse  expenditures.  The  principal  oppor- 
tunity we  had  to  vote  for  appropriations  was  when 
the  appropriation  bill  was  under  consideration.  I 
believe  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  voted  for 
every  amendment  offered  increasing  the  appro- 
priations, and  he  also  offered  amendments  to  that 
effect.  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  Council  that  that 
matter  should  be  stated. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Swifts — I  hope  that  motion  will  not  prevail, 
because  it  will  cut  oft  the  motion  to  assign. 

The  main  question  was  ordered— 34  for,  II 
against. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  to  a  second  reading 
and  laid  over. 


COMMON       CO  UN  CI  I.. 


VEHICLES    AND    THEIR    LOADS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing : 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  were 
recommitted  the  report  and  draft  of  an  ordinance 
relating  to  the  size  of  vehicles  in  the  streets,  with 
instructions  to  give  the  parties  interested  a  fur- 
ther hearing  upon  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  in  compliance  with  instructions  they  have 
heard  the  parties  interested,  at  a  public  hearing 
duly  advertised  in  all  the  daily  papers,  and  after 
thus  reviewing  the  subiect  the  committee  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  in 
a  new  draft  submitted  herewith. 

For  the  Committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 
An    Ordinance 
To  Regulate  the  width  of  Vehicles  and  their  Loads. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  No  carriage,  wagon,  cart,  truck  or 
other  vehicle,  the  width  of  which,  or  of  its  load, 
exceeds  ten  feet,  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  through 
the  street  or  public  ways  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
without  first  obtaining  the  written  permission  of 
the  Inspector  of  Wagon  Licenses. 

Sect.  2.  Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of 
this  ordinance  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars  for  each 
offence. 

Sect.  3.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on  the 
thirtieth  day  after  its  approval  by  the  Mayor. 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a"  second  reading 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

STREETS. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  11  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  of  Boston  accept  from 
Dwight  Foster  and  others,  trustees,  and  the  Bos- 
ton Water  Power  Company,  releases  of  the  four 
parcels  of  land  containing  60,091  feet,  adjoining 
the  Beacon-street  entrance  to  the  Back  Bay  Park, 
referred  to  in  the  order  passed  March  26,  1880, 
containing  the  provision  that  the  city  shall 
assume  such  a  proportion  of  the  taxes  for  1880 
and  of  the  park  betterments  assessed  on  the  large 
tracts  of  land  of  which  said  four  parcels  are  a 
part,  as  their  contents  bear  to  the  entire  contents 
of  said  large  tracts;  but  this  order  and  the  accep- 
tance of  said  releases  shall  in  no  way  affect  the 
Tight  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  taxes  and 
betterments  assessed  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  that  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested  to  consider  and  report  to 
the  City  Council  during  the  present  year  a  scheme 
for  reducing  the  number  of  duplicate  names  of 
highways  in  the  city  of  Boston;  any  expense  in- 
curred by  said  board  in  connection  with  such 
duty  for  advertising  and  printing  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals.  Order 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
contract  for  the  construction  of  Broadway  from 
Albany  street  to  Washington  street,  and  to  enter 
into  such  agreements  with  abutters  for  the  erec- 
tion of  retaining  walls,  bridge  abutments,  etc.,  as 
may  be  necessary ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  special  appropriation  for  the  extension  of 
IB  road  way. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lauten — The  committee  respectfully  ask 
-that  it  be  put  upon  its  passage  tonight. 

Mr.  Gre-mough  of  Ward  9— Is  it  customary  for 
such  matter  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  or  the  Street  Commissioners? 
Are  the  Committee  on  Streets  usually  authorized 
to  make  such  contracts?  And  why' are  not  the 
:Street  Commissioners  the  proper  ones,  they  being- 
paid  officers  of  the  city? 

Mr.  Lauten— The  Committee  on  Streets,  with 
the  City  Engineer,  have  authority  to  enter  into 
such  contracts. 

Mr.  Greenough— The  Street  Commissioners  at- 
tend to  the  widening  of  Commercial,  and  why 
should  the  Committee  on  Streets  have  this  mat- 
ter in  their  hands  instead  of  the  Street  Confmis- 
sioners? 

Mr.  Lauten— This  is  to  give  the  City  Engineer 
authority  to  make  contracts,  build  abutments  and 
lay  walls.  If  the  committee  had  n't  the  power 
they  would  n't  ask  for  it. 

Mr.  Swift— The  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  was  present  when  this  order  was 
read,  and  recommended  its  adoption.  I  suppose 
he  approves  of  it. 


The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
passed.    Sent  up. 

VACATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman,  the  order  to  ad- 
journ to  the  second  Thursday  in  September  when 
the  Council  adjourns  on  Julv[15  was  taken  from 
the  table  and  passed. 

VACANCY    IN*    COMMITTEE    ON    ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18  offered  an  order— That 
the  committee  appointed  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  municipal  year  to  nominate  a 
standing  committee  on  accounts  be  requested  to 
nominate  a  candidate  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  said 
Committee  on  Accounts,  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  John  A.  Kidney  of  Ward  6,  and  that 
Thursday  next,  at  8*4  o'clock  P.  M.,  be  assigned 
as  a  time  for  the  election  of  a  person  to  till  said 
vacancy.    Passed. 

THE    BACK-BAT  NUISANCE. 

Mr.  Austin  of  Ward  11  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Health  consider  the  expedien- 
cy of  abating  the  nuisance,  in  part  or  wholly,  now 
existing,  of  foul  odors,  arising  from  the  outlet  of 
Stony  Brook  on  the  Back  Bay. 

Mr.  Austin — Last  year  I  had  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent quite  a  number  of  petitions  signed  by  many 
inhabitants  of  the  South  End,  representing  that 
they  had  suffered  from  these  foul  odors.  The 
nuisance  was  temporarily  abated  at  that  time. 
Now  these  odors  are  again  arising,  and  I  wish  to 
bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health,  trusting  that  they  will  give  it 
their  immediate  attention. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

ADVERTISING    WAGONS. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  instructed  to 
prepare  the  draft  of  an  ordinance  which  shall 
provide  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  practice 
which  prevai.s  of  distributing  hand-bills,  circu- 
Jars,  etc.,  from  vehicles  passing  through  the 
streets  of  the  city,  as  great  liability  of  accident 
to  children  is  occasioned  by  such  means  of  dis- 
tribution. 

Mr.  Barry— My  attention  was  called  to  this 
matter  the  past  week.  I  have  seen  as  many 
as  thirty  to  fifty  little  boys  and  girls  fol- 
lowing these  teams  through  the  streets,  while  the 
tally-ho  coaches,  horse  cars  and  other  vehicles 
were  passing  along.  It  seems  that  the  more 
children  gather  around  these  cars  the  more  bills 
they  distribute;  and  I  have  seen  horses  frightened 
with  them.  In  the  section  where  I  live,  the  chil- 
dren often  stoop  to  pick  up  these  bills,  and  the 
cars  would  be  right  behind  them.  I  think  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  stop  them. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 
the  order  was  amended  by  Mr.  Barry  by  striking- 
out  "prepare  the  draft"  and  inserting  "consider 
the  expediency,"  and  as  amended  was  passed. 
Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  A  DECEASED  EMPLOYE. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  to  Joel  C. 
Bolan  the  amount  due  the  late  Joel  R.  Bolan  for 
services  as  Superintendent  of  Charles  River 
Bridge.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

STONY  BROOK   IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Stony  Brook 
be  requested  to  report  in  print  at  their  earliest 
convenience  a  statement  of  all  such  matters  con- 
nected with  said  improvement  as  can  be  made 
public  without  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore — It  may  injure  my  own  cause  to 
state  the  reason  I  ask  for  it,  but  I  have  had  a  num- 
ber of  inquiries  made  in  regard  to  the  Stony 
Brook  improvement,  and  find  that  all  the  printed 
documents  go  back  to  1877.  I  don't  imagine  any 
objection  will  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittee. It  is  only  to  report  such  matters  as  can 
be  communicated  without  injury  to  the  interests 
of  the  city.  There  may  be  some  matters  in  dis- 
pute which  the  committee  cannot  print.  I  hope 
the  order  will  pass  and  the  committee  give  us  the 
information. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  HARBOR. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Police  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
•examine  and  report  whether  the  existing  ordi- 
nances, etc.,  regulating  the  steamboats  in  Boston 
Harbor  are  properly  complied  with. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  order 
was  amended  by  substituting  "Committee  on 
Police"  for  "Police  Commissioners,"  and  as 
amended  passed.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    6,    1880. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 
4  P.  M.,  Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Methodist 
ministers,  against  Sunday  concerts  at  South  Bos- 
ton and  elsewhere. 

to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Sarah  E. 
McDonald,  for  damages  for  personal  injuries  on 
account  of  an  alleged  defect  in  the  sidewalk  at 
the  corner  of  Causeway  and  Leverett  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  E.  G.  Pond,  to  occupy  new  wooden  stable 
for  three  horses  on  F  and  Dove  streets,  Ward  14; 
Amory  F.  Sherman,  to  occupy  new  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Poplar  street,  corner  Albion 
street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Requests  of  School  Committee  for  inscription 
upon  Latin  Schoolhouse;  for  the  attachment  of 
Grant's  reversible  filter  to  the  main  water  pipes 
in  the  schoolhouses;  for  furniture  for  the 
Thetford-avenue  Schoolhouse;  and  complaint  of 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Eustis-street 
primary  schoolhouse. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  John  J.  Fitzpat- 
rick  for  gaslight  on  Tufts  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  J.  H. 
Hathorne  to  be  heard  in  relation  to  the  abate- 
ment of  a  nuisance  on  his  premises. 

7  o  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Request  of  School  Committee  for  additional  ac- 
commodations for  Avon-place  School. 

I'e  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Benjamin  F. 
Bayley  et  al.,  for  a  cross  walk  on  Walnut  avenue, 
at  Bainbridge  street;  H.  H.  Johnson  et  a/.,  that 
Linden  street,  Dorchester,  be  macadamized  aud 
put  in  order;  Weymouth  Iron  Company  et  al.,  for 
leave  to  set  telegraph  poles  in  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, Adams  street  and  Neponset  avenue;  R.  S. 
Wright  et  al.,  that  Sycamore  street  be  graded; 
W.  T.  Cheswell,  that  Bulfineh  street  be  put  in 
proper  condition. 

Magnus  Lofstrom,  for  edgestones  at  207  Centre 
street;  C.  P.  Harding,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  54 
Clifford  street;  Mary  E.  Bragg,  for  brick  side- 
walk at  58  Clifford  street;  J.  C.  &  E.  A.  Loud  et 
al.,  that  Commercial  street  be  sprinkled  by  the 
city;  Edward  A.  Taft,  manager,  et  al.,  that  Har- 
vard street  bepaved  with  small  granite  blocks; 
John  Soley,  to  move  wooden  building  from  Mar- 
ginal street  (Grand  Junction)  to  301  Marginal 
street;  George  B.  Tay'or,  for  edgestones  on  Ber- 
wick park,  corner  of  Columbus  avenue. 

Bernard  Foley  et  a?.,  for  brick  sidewalks  in  a 
portion  of  Edgewood  street,  Ward  21 ;  also  that 
said  street  be  put  in  order;  Patrick  H.Rogers, 
that  Station  street,  Roxbury,  be  graded. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  referring  to  Boston  Water  Board  the 
petition  of  H.  P.  Kidder  and  others,  for  leave  to 
take  water  from  the  Milton  standpipe.  Con- 
curred. 

Report,  no  further  action  necessary,  on  order 
to  provide  additional  seats  on  Blackstone  and 
Franklin  squares.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Streets  to  contract  for 
construction  of  bridge  on  Broadway  Extension 
over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  to  accept  four  parcels  of  land  from  Bos- 
ton Water  Power  Company  at  Beacon-street  en- 
trance to  Back  Bay  Park  on  certain  conditions. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  to  allow  Pierce  &  Canter- 
bury to  enlarge  their  wooden  building  on  Chelsea 
street;  also  to  allow  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroad  Company  to  enlarge  their  wooden 
building  in  rear  of  Marginal  street.  Orders 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Auditor's  annual  report  of  receipts  and  expend- 
itures for  financial  year  1879-80.  (City  Doc.  No. 
86.)    Placed  on  file. 

Communication  from  the  Mayor  enclosing  peti- 
tion from  A.  A.  Miner  that  water  be  furnished  in 
streets  and  squares  to  the  public  for  drinking 
purposes.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Water  in 
concurrence. 


Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  abate  nui- 
sance on  Back  Bay  caused  by  odors  from  Stony 
Brook  outlet.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  City  Hospital. 
Ordinance  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  proposing  an  ordinance  to  prevent  the 
distribution  of  handbills,  circulars,  etc.,  from 
vehicles  in  the  public  streets.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Stony  Brook  to  report 
in  print  upon  all  matters  connected  with  the  pro- 
jected improvement  of  that  watercourse.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Police  to  inquire  if  the 
existing  ordinances  regulating  steamboats  in 
Boston  Harbor  have  been  observed.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

The  semi-annual  repoit  of  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings  was  received  and  sent  down. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

The  eighth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Health 
(City  Doc.  90)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

To  the  City  Council  of  Boston— Agreeably  to  the 
ordinances  relating  to  the  public  health,  we  here- 
by submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
April  30,  1880.  During  the  year  our  attention  has 
been  given,  as  usual,  to  such  matters  as  are  com- 
prehended in  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  exam- 
ination of  vacant  lots,  drains,  offensive  trades, 
tenement  houses,  smallpox,  scarlet  fever,  fish 
pedlers,  grease  collectors,  removal  of  manure, 
care  of  burial  grounds,  infant  boarding  houses, 
lying-in  hospitals,  adulteration  of  food,  and  quar- 
antine. Some  of  the  subjects  mentioned  require 
a  more  extended  notice,  as  will  be  seen  else- 
where. 

Nuisances   Abated  from    May   1,  1878,  to  April 
30,  1880 

Vaults  and  privies ..1,966 

Drainage 2 ,693 

Cellars 433 

Yards 337 

Cesspools 268 

Vacant  lots 104 

Passageways 95 

Stagnant  water  removed 415 

Exposed  manure       "      51 

Other  nuisances 1,220 

7,582 
In  addition  to  the  above  list  of  nuisances,  all  of 
which  have  required  careful  examination  by  in- 
spectors and  regular  notices  to  responsible  par- 
ses, there  have  been  21,178  minor  nuisances 
abated  by  cleansing  and  disinfecting.  This  class 
of  nuisances  includes  filthy  courts,  places,  yards, 
vaults,  cellars,  cesspools,  gutters,  etc.,  which 
have  required  constant  attention  during  the  sum- 
mer months. 

Mill  Pond  Nuisance. 

The  work  of  filling  on  the  flats  belonging  to  the 
Boston  &  Maine,  Eastern  and  Fitchburg  rail- 
roads, and  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  Cliarles- 
town  District,  has  been  pushed  iu  a  very  satisfac- 
tory manner  since  our  last  report.  This  work  is 
being  done  under  notice  from  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Health,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1878. 

That  portion  of  the  flats  lying  between  the 
Eastern  Railroad  and  Canal  street,  also  the 
Old  Mill  Pond  connected  therewith,  will  be 
kept  covered  with  water  during  the  coming 
season.  This  will  be  connected  with  the  outer 
tide  water  by  means  of  a  sluiceway  and  gate, 
which  is  now  being  constructed  by  the  Eastern 
Railroad  Company. 

The  pond  and  flats  on  the  west  side  of  the  East- 
ern Railroad,  belonging  to  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad,  will  very  shortly  be  disconnected  from 
the  mill  pond  by  the  filling  now  going  on  by  the 
Eastern  Railroad.  This  body  of  water  will  "then 
have  no  outlet,  aud,  receiving  the  contents  of  a 
sewer  from  Soinerville,  will  soon  become  trouble- 
some and  require  attention. 

The  commendable  progress  with  which  the  rail- 
roads have  been  and  are  now  filling  their  lands  in 
this  section  leads  us  to  predict  that  within  the 
next  year  the  entire  Hats  of  this  district  will  be 
covered  with  clean  gravel,  and  the  present  nui- 
sance effectually  abated. 

There  exists  a  small  area  of  flats  near  the  old 
prison  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth  which 
has  been  cut  off  from  tide  water,  is  now  covered 
with  offensive,  stagnant  water,  and  will  need  to 
be  filled  before  warm  weather  begins.    The  proper 
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State  officers  have  been  notified  of  the  case,  and 
have  signified  their  intention  to  attend  to  the 
matter. 

South  Boston  Flats. 

The  flats  between  Dorchester  avenue  and  the 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad,  near  Wash- 
ington village,  are  left  bare  at  low  tide,  and  are 
a  source  of  very  offensive  odors.  The  deposit 
from  sewers  and  the  unclean  filling  which  takes 
place  more  or  less  each  year  a'ld  very  much  to 
their  offensive  condition. 

Each  year  since  complaints  have  been  made,  the 
Board  of  Health  have  added  clean  gravel  to  cover 
the  worst  part  of  the  nuisance,  and  with  good 
effect;  but  to  remedy  the  whole  evil  would  in- 
volve an  expenditure  of  money  too  large  for  the 
appropriation  of  this  department. 

If  the  whole  of  those  flats  above  the  Norway 
Iron  Works  could  be  kept  covered  with  water  to 
a  depth  of  two  feet,  by  means  of  a  dam,  we  think 
that  all  reasonable  complaints  would  subside; 
but  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain, 
from  good  authority,  the  great  cost  of  the  dam, 
and  the  risk  of  damage  to  adjoining  structures, 
would  not  justify  us  in  the  attempt.  Clean  grav- 
el and  deep  water  alone  will  effectually  abate  the 
nuisance,  which  must  till  then  continue  to  arise 
from  such  filthy  mud. 

A  plan  is  now  under  advisement  by  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Health  by  which  it  is  hoped  that 
an  inexpensive  dam  can  be  built  from  the  rear  of 
the  Norway  lion  Works,  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
to  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad,  and 
which  would  keep  the  flats  covered  at  all  times. 

Charles  Kiver  Flats. 

The  extent  of  flats  in  Charles  River,  Mystic 
River,  Chelsea  Creek,  and  around  East  Boston, 
that  are  constantly  subjected  to  this  sewer  depos- 
it, and  are  left  bare  at  low  tide,  is  as  follows: 

In  Charles  River,  25,060,000  square  feet;  Mystic 
River,  18,060,000  square  feet;  Chelsea  Creek,  11,- 
660,000  square  feet;  and  around  East  Boston  35,- 
960,000  square  feet.  Total,  90,140,000  square  feet, 
or  2069  acres. 

The  sewage  of  not  less  than  two  huudred  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  by  means  of  sixty-five  public 
sewers,  flows  upon  and  finds  lodgment  iu  this  vast 
area  of  mud,  which  is  from  one  to  four  feet  in 
depth. 

This  does  not  include  the  large  number  of  sew- 
ers now  discharging  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and 
which  will  be  provided  for  by  the  new  intercept- 
ing sewer  within  the  next  year.  Nor  does  the  ex- 
tent of  flats  given  include  all  the  shoals  and  foul 
mud  that  may  be  seen  around  our  city  and  in  the 
docks  at  low  tide,  and  which  are  constantly  pol- 
luted by  sewage. 

Many  persons  are  disinclined  to  think  any  odor 
can  come  to  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  her 
neighboring  cities  from  these  flats.  There  are 
persons  who,  although  believing  the  flats  to  be 
somewhat  odorous,  cannot  believe  thein  to  be  of- 
fensive to  anybody;  and  others  who,  although  ad- 
mitting that  the  flats  may  be  somewhat  offensive 
to  a  few  sickly  persons,  yet  cannot  for  a  moment 
believe  that  such  odors  can  exert  the  slightest  in- 
jurious effect  upon  any  person. 

Fur  the  benefit  of  those  who  doubt  the  offensive 
condition  of  this  mud  we  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  a  specimen  be  taken  from  Charles 
River,  Mystic  River,  Chelsea  Creek,  or  the  fiats 
around  East  Boston,  carried  home  and  examined. 
We  assure  you  that  no  microscope  or  crucible 
will  be  needed;  your  own  senses  will  furnish  all 
the  proof  necessary  for  a  complete  conviction. 

For  those  who  doubt  that  these  offensive  odors 
reach  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  cities,  we 
would  suggest  that  after  a  personal  examination 
of  the  mud  in  question,  a  drive  or  walk  be  taken 
along  the  banks  of  the  Charles  at  low  tide,  with 
the  wiud  blowing  off  the  flats;  or, uuder  like  con- 
ditions, drive  along  Parker  street  on  the  back 
Bay;  Swett  and  Albany  streets,  Atlantic  avenue 
and  Commercial  street  in  the  city  proper;  Dor- 
chester avenue  and  First  street  in  South  Boston; 
Marginal,  Maverick,  Bremen  and  Border  streets 
in  East  Boston;  Canal,  Medlord  and  Chelsea 
streets  in  the  Charlestown  district.  After  ob- 
serving the  odors  along  such  streets  as  border  on 
the  flats,  and  their  identity  with  the  odor  from 
the  specimen  of  mud  previously  examined,  drive 
in  the  direction  of  the  wiud  into  almost  any  part 
of  the  city,  and  the  same  offensive  odor  will  be 
recognized. 

It  should  here  be  stated  that  there  are  other 
offensive  odors  which  come  to  the  same  sections 
of  the  city,  and  from  the  same  directions,   which 


are  not  identical  with  those  from  the  flats,  and 
which  are  both  noxious  and  traceable  to  other 
sources. 

For  careful  inspection,  and  tor  chemical  exam- 
ination, we  obtained  fourteen  specimens  of  mud 
from  various  places  along  the  flats  of  Charles 
River  on  the  Cambridge  side,  from  the  Mystic 
River,  Chelsea  Creek  and  around  East  Boston. 
They  were  taken  at  various  distances,  not  less  than 
100  feet,  and  generally  500  to  1000  feet  from  the 
sewers.  They  were  brought  into  the  office  and 
examined,  and  then  given  to  Professor  William 
Ripley  Nichols  for  chemical  examination. 
Privy  Vaults. 

Few  things  have  given  the  Board  of  Health 
more  annoyance,  or  the  residents  of  the  older 
parts  of  the  city  more  serious  cause  for  complaint 
and  disgust,  than  privy  vaults.  Among  the 
nuisances  attended  to  by  the  board  during  the 
year  there  were  over  seven  thousand  which  arose 
from  privy  vaults  alone. 

Two  thousand  of  these  were  defective  or  over- 
flowing, or  leaking  into  somebody's  cellar,  yard  or 
well  of  water,  or  in  some  way  so  faulty  as  to 
bring  complaints  to  this  office  and  require  record, 
orders  to  repair,  and  several  visits  from  the  offi- 
cers of  the  board  before  being  repaired. 

The  other  five  thousand  vaults  were  made  en- 
durable by  frequent  and  powerful  disinfection. 

Thousands  of  these  vaults  are  old  and  decayed, 
and  many  others  are  illegally  constructed  from 
wood.  Most  of  them  have  leaked  into  the  ground 
until  the  earth  about  them  is  thoroughly  saturat- 
ed, and  has  become  a  bed  of  the  most  poisonous 
miasm.  They  are  sometimes  cleaned  out  once  a 
year,  and  sometimes  once  in  twenty  years.  More 
frequently  only  a  load  is  removed,"  leaving  much 
solid  ma  iter  in  the  bottom  from  year  to  year  for 
an  indefinite  period. 

For  a  very  short  time  after  the  vault  is  cleaned 
and  disinfected  some  relief  is  experienced  by  the 
tenant  and  the  neighbors,  but  the  same  offensive 
condition  soon  returns. 

They  are  generally  situated  iu  the  yard  and  be- 
neath many  windows  which  open  into  sleeping- 
rooms,  kitchens  and  dining  rooms. 

They  are  sometimes  located  in  an  L  of  the 
house',  and  occasionally  in  the  cellar.  In  which- 
ever of  these  places  they  are  found  they  always 
contaminate  the  atmosphere  about  thein,  and  are 
more  or  less  offensive  to  somebody. 

It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  add  that  these 
vaults  are  among  the  most  intolerable  private 
nuisances  with  wliich  we  have  to  deal,  and  whose 
construction  or  continuance  in  the  city  should  be 
discouraged  in  every  reasonable  way.  They  are 
more  expensive  iu  their  construction  and  main- 
tenance than  the  watercloset,  and  more  trouble- 
some and  injurious  to  the  health  and  comfort  of 
those  who  live  about  them. 

In  the  suburbs  and  the  more  sparsely  settled 
districts,  where  no  opportunity  exists  for  using 
the  water-carriage  system  of  sewers,  where  laud 
is  less  valuable,  and  space  may  be  obtained  be- 
tween the  vault  and  dwelling,  or  where  dry  earth 
can  be  inexpensively  and  conveniently  used,  the 
vault  may  be,  but  is  not  always,  kept  inoffensive 
and  unobjectionable. 

In  tenement  houses,  and  wherever  large  num- 
bers of  careless  or  unmanageable  persons  are  to 
use  the  same  privy  or  series  of  privies,  a  large 
vault  or  receptacle  may  be  made  of  brick  and 
cement,  with  egg-shaped  bottom  pitching  toward 
one  end,  where  a  drain  pipe  may  connect  the 
vault  with  the  sewer;  this  pipe  being  closed,  with 
about  two  feet  of  water  in  the  vault,  may  be 
opened  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  vault 
thoroughly  flushed  out  and  clean  water  replaced. 

This  vault,  originally  designed  by  the  City 
Architect,  has  been  very  successfully  managed  in 
some  of  our  school  houses,  and  also  in  several 
tenements,  where  the  old  vaults  could  no  longer 
be  tolerated.  We  commend  thein  in  the  highest 
degree  for  places  where  the  water  closet  canuot 
be  successfully  used,  and  where  the  street  isewer 
can  be  reached.  They  are  economical,  and  re- 
quire very  little  but  fai'hful  oversight. 
House  Drains. 

The  subject  of  house  drainage  has  occupied 
more  time  and  attention  of  the  board  during  the 
last  year  than  ever  before.  We  have  sought  to 
make  its  importance  second  only  to  public  drain- 
age, and  we  have  been  gratified  to  see  the  rapidly 
increasing  interest  shown  by  householders  all 
over  the  city. 

Seven  years  ago  sanitary  inspectors  were  driven 
off  the  premises   by  landlords,  and  in  many  ways 
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the  Board  of  Health  were  defied,  and  the  Inspec- 
tor's duty  made  onerous. 

Today  It  would  be  difficult  for  the  board,  with 
the  same  force,  to  promptly  meet  all  the  requests 
made  by  landlords  and  owners  of  private  dwell- 
ings for  the  inspection  of  their  house  drains  and 
plumbing. 

The  most  recently  built  and  expensive  dwell- 
ings have  been  no  exception  to  the  popular  de- 
mands for  an  inspection.  Illness  from  any  pre- 
ventable or  doubtful  cause  is  apt  to  lead  to  a  sus- 
picion of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house. 

We  are  glad  to  see  this  rimelv  awakening,  and 
believe  it  is  shared  alike  by  all  classes. 

The  fact  that  an  insalubrious  dwelling  or  local- 
ity would  cause  disease  and  retard  recovery  has 
been  admitted  by  physicians  and  sanitarians  for 
ages:  but  the  practical  application  of  sanitary 
laws  for  the  preAejition  of  disease  is,  with  few 
exceptions,  comparatively  of  recent  date. 

.Last  year  we  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
City  Council  the  necessity  of  some  additional  act 
or  ordinance  by  which  a  more  perfect  system  of 
house  drains  and  plumbing  might  be  secured. 
We  still  believe,  what,  we  then  urged,  that  all 
house  drains  and  house  plumbing  should  oe  con- 
structed under  competent  inspection  and  accord- 
ing to  approved  plans. 

The  Legislature  of  1878  empowered  the  local 
Boards  of  Health  to  create  certain  regulations 
concerning  house  drainage  and  its  connection 
witn  the  public  sewers  where  such  connection 
had  been  made,  but  the  Boards  of  Health  have 
not  the  officers  sufficient  to  enforce  such  regula- 
tions if  they  were  made;  and  a  greater  obstacle 
obtains  from  the  fact  that  any  official  visitation 
of  the  Board  of  Health  or  its  agents,  upon  private 
property,  must  presuppose  the  existence  of  a 
nuisance. 

It  will  be  plainly  seen  that  under  the  present 
circumstances  such  regulations  created  by  the 
Board  of  Health  could  avail  ©nly  where 
a  nuisance  had  already  begun  or  was 
suspected,  and  iu  that  event  the  old 
law  is  already  ample.  What  we  ear- 
nestly seek,  is  to  prevent  bad  construction  in 
the  first  place.  To  do  this,  every  mason  and 
plumber  who  is  allowed  to  take  charge  of  such  re- 
sponsible work  should  hold  a  license, which  would 
guarantee  honest  and  efficient  work.  Every 
drain,  pipe  and  trap  should  be  shown  on  a  plan 
approved  and  deposited  iu  the  Health  Office  for 
future  reference.  A  competent  inspector  should 
see  that  the  plan  is  strictly  adhered  to. 

We  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  people 
of  Boston  are  ready  and  anxions  for  this  reform 
They  desire  a  guarantee  for  good  work,  protec- 
tion against  the  evils  of  inefficient  work  and  a  fail- 
return  for  their  money.  WTeare  in  a  position  to  see 
a  great  many  men  who  are  obliged  to  dig  up  bad 
drains  and  put  in  new  ones,  and  who  are  obliged 
to  tear  up  floors,  ceilings  and  walls  of  compara- 
tively new  houses,  and  put  in  better  plumbin° 
and  we  are  familiar  with  their  complaints  We 
should  not  expect  every  man  who  needs  to  have  a 
job  of  plumbing  done  in  his  house  to  be  an  expert 
plumber,  any  more  than  we  should  expect  the  pa- 
tient  to  be  capable  of  directing  his  physician 
Ihe  physician  generally  has  the  confidence  of  his 
patient,  and  so  does  the  plumber;  but  the  treat 
trouble  in  this  .section  is  that  the  mischief  has 
been  done  and  paid  for  before  the  patient  finds 
out  that  he  has  been  deceived,  or  the  householder 
that  he  is  not  protected  against  sewer  gas. 

It  is  not  always  the  fault  of  the  mechanic  when 
the  best  plan  is  not  adopted.  A  first-class  me- 
-chamc  may  be  employed  to  lay  a  drain  or  a  waste 
pipe  without  a  trap,  or  a  soil-pipe  without  an" 
ventilation.  He  may  even  urge  the  householder 
to  make  the  job  complete,  but  the  slight  addition- 
al expense,  or  a  non-belief  in  its  necessitv  on  the 
part  of  the  householder,  may  prevent  the  mechan- 
ic from  doing  what  is  ru  lit.  It  makes  no  differ- 
ence, however,  whether  the  fault  belongs  to  the 
householder  or  to  the  mechanic,  the  result  is  al- 
ways the  same -a  slow  poisoning  of  the  inmates 
■01  the  house  by  the  foul  gas  from  the  cesspool, 
drain  or  pipes,  or  the  less  odorous  but  potent  gases 
from  the  sewer.  s^c 

No  one  should  be  allowed  the  legal  right  to 
poison  Ins  .family  or  tenant  by  sewer  gas  any 
more  than  he  has  the  right  to  poison  them  bv 
arsenic  or  strychnine.  If  any  man  claims  that 
sewer  gas  is  not  a  poison,  we  answer  that  ignor- 
ance should  be  no  more  of  an  excuse  for  hirn-wfth 
sewer  gas  than  with  arsenic.    Manslaughter  is  the 


crime     actually      committed 
We     believe    that    as    often 


i     either     case, 
one    person    is 


killed  by  arsenic  or  strychnine,  one  hundred  are 
killed  by  sewer  gas,  and  hence  one  hundred 
times  more  need  of  a  law  and  penalty  for  its  vio- 
lation in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other. 

It  has  been  our  custom  each  year  for  the  last 
three  to  select  several  sections  in  different  parts 
of  the  city,  and  examine  each  house  in  such  sec- 
tion with  reference  to  its  sanitary  condition  a 
special  feature  being  the  examination  of  its 
drainage. 

Sclioolhovses. 
The  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  school 
buildings  throughout  the  citv  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  thorough  investigation  during  the  vear 
both  by  the  board  and  by  a  sanitary  expert 
especially  employed  for  the  purpose  by  the  City 
Council.  Attention  was  again  dnected  to  this 
subject  by  the  repeated  complaints  of  the  teach- 
ers employed  in  some  of  the  schools,  notably  the 
Sherwin  School,  the  Franklin-place  School  and 
the  W  eston-street  Primary  School,  Defective 
ventilation  of  the  school  rooms  was  the  principal 
ground  of  complaint,  and  the  chemical  tests  of 
the  atmosphere  in  these  buildings,  made  bv  Pro- 
fessor William  Ripley  Nichols,  the  sanitary  ex- 
pert employed  by  direction  of  the  Citv  Council 
showed  that  the  average  condition  of  the  air 
breathed  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  school 
rooms  was  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  same  conclusion  was  arrived  at  five  years 
ago  by  Dr.  F.  W.  Draper,  then  one  of  the  medical 
inspectors  of  this  board,  who  was  at  that  time 
directed  to  make  investigations  concerning  the 
ventilation  of  schoolhouses  of  the  city,  with  the 
assistance  of  Professor  Nichols.  Ris  report  con- 
taining the  result  of  this  inspection,  may  be  found 
appended  to  the  third  annual  report  of  the  Board 
of  Health.  The  evils  resulting  from  defective 
ventilation,  and  the  necessity  of  radical  methods 
of  improvement  in  this  direction,  have  in  no 
sense  diminished  since  that  time.  It  is  °Tatifvmo- 
to  be  able  to  state  that  the  defects  complained  of 
are  now  in  a  fair  way  to  be  remedied,  authority 
having  been  obtained  from  the  Citv  Council  bv 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  improve  so 
far  as  is  practicable,  the  means  of  ventilating  the 
various  school  buildings  during  the  coming  sum 
mer  vacation,  and  the  work  will  no  doubt  bl  prop- 
erly attended  to.  '  ' 
The  investigation  made  by  the  board,  of  the 
general  sanitary  condition  of  the  148  school  build- 
ings in  the  city,  resulted  as  follows: 

In  good  sanitary  condition r± 

Imperfectly  drained 2~ 

Imperfectly  trapped  drains...  .'. Vo 

Offensive  privies Js 

Offensive  urinals ?° 

Cellars  in  bad  condition .'..'.....'...'.'.'.'.'.' in 

These  defects  were  promptly  attended  to  bv  the 
proper  authority  immediately  upon  notification 
of  their  existence,  and  with  thePintiod„cUon  0f 
the  proposed  improved  system  of  ventilation 
there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  sanita-v 
condition  of  the  school  buildings  of  the  citv  win 
be  brought  to  a  proper  standard.  It  deservesto 
be  statect  however,  that  some  of  the  bulletin's 
occupied  tor  school  purposes  are  rendered  unit 
for  their  -uses  quite  as  much  by  reason  of  their 
surroundings  as  by  any  defects  of  drama"  e  or  of 
ventilation.  These  are  situated  on  narrow  Streets, 
with  no  yards. or  breathing  spaces  surrounding 
them,  abutting  upon  stables  and  tenement  bouses" 
and  no  sanitary  appliances  can  render  hem  fit 
for  school  buildings;  This  was  found  to  be  the 
case  with  the  Walbstreet  school  building,  and  fo? 
this  reason  the  board  recommended  its  abandon- 
ment for  school  purposes. 

Inspection  of  Provisions. 
The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  inspection 
of  provisions,  as  at  present  conducted  in  the  citv 
is  far  from  what  it  should  be,  and  that  radical 
measures  should  be  taken  by  the  nroner  au 
thorny  to  bring  this  department  up  to  a  'h  .-her 
standard  of  efficiency.  The  statute  under  which 
the  Inspector  is  appointed  provides  for  the  ar> 
ponHmmt  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  one  or 
more  inspectors,  whose  duty  it  is  t„  inspect  all 
animals  intended  for  slaughter  and  all  meats 
fash  vegetables,  produce,  fruits  and  provisions  of 
all  kinds  found  in  the  city,  or  exposed  for  s 
or  kept  with  intent  to  sell  therein.  The  inspec- 
tion of  animals  intended  for  slaughter  is  per- 
formed by  the  Inspector  at  the  Abat- 
toir, and  the  inspection  „t  bVovtaions 
at  Faneuil  Hall  Market  by  the  sS 
n-mh.ntoftlu.  market.  The  wo,  U  ...  ,„  ,Vi  „" 
elsewhere  throughout  the  city  is  assigned   o  the 
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Inspector  at  Large,  Mi.  William  F.  Brooks,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  who  devotes 
only  a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  work.  The  fact 
that  the  duties  of  this  important  office 
cannot  be  properly  performed  under  exist- 
ing arrangements  will  be  readily  recognized 
when  it  is  stated  that,  in  supplying 
the  markets  throughout  the  city,  vessels 
are  constantly  arriving:  at  the  wharves  laden 
with  every  variety  of  provisions,  not  to  mention 
the  inland  supply  from  every  direction.  In- 
creased vigilance  in  the  performance  of  the 
work  of  this  department  would  avert  the 
dangers  to  which  the  public  is  now  too 
much  exposed.  According  to  the  reports  fur- 
nished by  the  inspector  at  large,  the  following  i3 
the  amount  of  provisions  seized  by  him  during 
the  year:  Veal,  2376  pounds;  poultry,  8571  pounds; 
lamb,  360  pounds;  beef,  538  pounds;  miscellane- 
ous, thirty  pounds;  one  barrel  potatoes,  one  bar- 
rel pigeons,  six  barrels  string  beans,  eight  crates 
squash,  fifty  crates  peas.  Ivo  prosecutions  have 
been  made. 

Ashes   and    Offal. 

The  work  of  collecting  ashes  and  offal  by  the 
Health  Department  has  been  performed  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  Board.  The  details  of 
the  work  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  superintend- 
ent's report,  which  will  be  found  appended  here- 
to. Of  the  135,799  loals  ot  ashes  collected,  35,838 
loads  were  used  for  filling  on  the  new  Back  Bay 
park,  making  in  all  104,467  loads  of  ashes  de- 
posited on  the  site  of  the  new  park  since  the  work 
was  begun  in  January,  1878.  The  remaining 
99,961  loads  collected  during  the  year  were 
dumped  in  various  parts  of  the  city," for  filling 
purposes.  The  number  of  loads  of  street  dirt 
collected  during  the  year  was  55,280,  which  were 
deposited  on  various  dumps,  chiefly  at  Boston 
wharf.  The  total  receipts  from  the  sale  of  offal 
during  the  year  amounted  to  §22,749.47.  The  re- 
ceipts from  this  source  have  shown  a  gradual 
falling  off  for  the  past  three  years.  Last  year  the 
income  from  this  source  was  §27,821;  in  1878  it 
was  §29,999.57;  and  in  1877  it  was  §30,255.53.  The 
falling  off  is  explained  by  the  price  per  cord  re- 
ceived for  the  offal  sold,  which  has  diminished  in 
a  larger  ratio  than  the  amount  of  offal  collected 
has  increased.  The  price  received  per  cord  pre- 
vious to  last  year  was  §5,  §6  and  §8,  according  to 
the  location  of  the  depot  where  it  was  sold.  Last 
year  the  price  per  cord  at  the  same  depot  was 
§3.60,  §5  and  §6.  The  contents  of  cesspools  are 
removed  to  flats  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  and 
immediately  covered  with  ashes  or  gravel  to  pre- 
vent any  nuisance  arising  therefrom. 

Mortality. 

The  whole  number  of  death  certificates  pre- 
sented at  this  office  for  approval  during  the  year 
ending  Dec.  31,  1879,  was  7398,  exclusive  of  still- 
births. 

Estimating  the  population  in  July,  1879,  at  375,- 
000,  the  death  rate  was  19.82  per  thousand  of  the 
population. 

The  number  of  certificates  of  stillbirths  pre- 
sented for  the  same  purpose  during  the  year  was 
453. 

This  number  of  deaths  does  not  necessarily 
agree  with  that  given  by  the  City  Registrar,  who 
reports  7435.  Death  certificates*  are  sometimes 
received  at  the  Registrar's  office  without  the  ap- 
proval or  knowledge  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
hence  the  discrepancy  between  the  records  of  the 
two  offices. 

The  following  tables  present  a  few  of  the  more 
noticeable  facts  connected  with  the  mortality  of 
the  city,  also  a  copy  of  a  most  valuable  table  re- 
cently prepared  by  John  T.  Xagle,  M.  D.,  deputy 
registrar  of  records  of  New  York  city,  which 
gives  for  convenient  comparison  the  vital  statis- 
tics of  American  and  foreign  cities  for  the  year 
1878.  These  are  the  latest  available  figures  for 
comparison,  and  represent  much  patient  labor  on 
the  part  of  the  compiler: 
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There  were  two  deaths  by  smallpox  in  1874,  1 
in  1875,  2  in  1876,  4  in  1877  and  none  in  either  1878 
or  1879. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  ex- 
aminations grouped  together  with  a  view  of  pre- 
senting more  clearly  the  relative  proportion  of 
healthy  and  unhealthy  dwellings  in  which  diph- 
theria had  occurred: 


Diphtheria  on  arrival 

Direct  contagion 

Premises  in  good  sanitary  condition 

Mistakes  in  physicians' report 14 

Examination  refused 2 

Houses  closed 3 

Public  institutions 9 

Unhealthy  and  overcrowded  tenements 3 

Air  box  of  furnace  in  bad  location 1 

Bad  sanitary  location 3 

Filthy  yards 1 

Filthy  cellars 3 

Filthy  cesspools 1 

Full  and  offensive  vaults 39 

Defective  drainage 774 

Premises  in  bad  sanitary  conditiou 


17 
6 

291 


Total  number  of  cases  reported. 


1.107 

Of  these  1167  cases  of  diphtheria,  391  were  fatal, 
giving  a  mortality  of  about  33  per  cent.,  which 
was  the  same  percentage  as  was  observed  in  the 
reported  number  of  cases  during  the  preceding 
year,  and  which  Dr.  Oertel  of  Munich  has  given 
in  his  recent  monograph  on  diphtheria  as  the 
usual  average  mortality. 

Of  the  houses  in  which  diphtheria  occurred,  73 
per  cent,  were  found  to  be  in  a  defective  sanitary 
condition.  It  is  not  of  course  to  be  understood 
that  all  the  houses  in  which  no  defect  were  found 
were  in  a  perfect  sanitary  condition,  as  some  de- 
fect might  have  escaped  notice. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expenses  of 
this  department  during  the  year  : 

Board  of  Health g9,000.00 

Clerkhire 4,816.00 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances 10,936.00 

Horse  and  yebi.de.  Board  ot  Health 599.95 

Stationery 238.43 

Printing 531.66 

Advertising 641.63 

Abatement  of  nuisances 2.171.79 

Smallpox 2.104.33 

Public  urinals 6.083.(12 

Burial  grounds 4.828.24 

City  Physician  and  assistant 3,900.00 

Inspector  of  Provisions 1,500.00 

Evergreen  Cemetery 1,903.06 

Horse  (mil  ycbiilc.  City  Physician 439.09 

Contingencies 1,809.26 

Inspector  at  Abattoir 1,500.00 

8(53,903.00 


HOUSES  OK   DETENTION. 


Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  (.City 
Doc.  93): 

The  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men appointed  to  visit  the  jail  and  other  houses 
of  detention  within  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  to 
make  the  examinations  and  inspection  required 
by  law,  respectfully  submit  their  first  semi-annual 
report. 

Jail. 

The  committee  visited  the  jail  on  the  25th  day 
of  June,  on  which  day,  at  the  hour  of  their  visit, 
the  whole  number  of  inmates  was  one  hundred 
and  forty. 

Though  the  day  was  exceedingly  warm,  the 
committee  found  that  the  building,  in  all  its 
parts,  was  very  comfortable  and  cool.     Many  of 
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the  prisoners  were  consulted  apart  from  the  pres- 
ence of  the  officers  upon  their  treatment  and  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  rations.  No  com- 
plaints were  made  by  any  one  in  these  respects. 
Nevertheless,  the  committee  personally  examined 
and  tasted  the  rations  which  were  served  that 
day,  and  they  were  found  to  be  very  good  and 
palatable.  The  committee  believe  that  every- 
thing which  can  possibly  be  done  for  the  instruc- 
tion, reformation  and  comfort  of  the  inmates  of 
the  jail,  whether  waiting  for  trial  or  under  sen- 
tence, is  provided  at  this  institution. 
House  of  Correction. 

The  committee  visited  this  institution  on  the 
23d  of  June,  and  found  every  department  in  the 
most  excellent  condition.  All  the  prisoners  were 
at  work,  except  the  few  who  were  sick  in  the 
hospital.  They  were  all  orderly,  and,  in  reply  to 
the  questions  put  to  them  individually,  they  uni- 
versally expressed  satisfaction  with  their  treat- 
ment and  with  their  food.  The  workshops 
were  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  the 
cells  were  models  of  neatness  and  clean- 
liness. The  number  of  prisoners  on  the 
day  of  their  visit  was  four  hundred  and 
forty-one— males,  three  hundred  and  eighty-six; 
females,  fifty-five.  Female  criminals  are  now 
usually  sentenced  to  the  female  prison  it  Sher- 
born,  but  a  few  are  sent  to  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  doing  such  work  there  as 
is  usually  required  of  females.  The  condition  of 
the  buildings  was  very  satisfactory.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  request  of  the  Inspectors  of  Prisons 
for  1879,  the  City  Council  of  the  present  year  ap- 
propriated the  necessary  sum  of  money  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  reception  room  and 
luundry,— an  improvement  which  was  imperative- 
ly needed.  This  building  is  now  in  course  of  erec- 
tion, and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  next 
winter. 

Lunatic  Hospital. 

This  institution  was  also  visited  on  the  23d  of 
June.  On  that  day  the  number  of  patients  was 
165;  of  these,  eighty-seven  were  males  and  seven- 
ty-eight were  females.  The  transfer  of  about  fifty 
patients  to  the  Danvers  Asylum,  in  1879,  has  re- 
lieved the  former  crowded  condition  of  the  Bos- 
ton Lunatic  Hospital,  and  has  afforded  a  better 
opportunity  for  classifying  the  patients,  and  of 
materially  increasing  the  "comfort  of  those  who 
remained.  The  ventilation  and  temperature  of 
the  halls  were  good,  and  the  committee  was  im- 
pressed by  the  fact  that,  though  this  hospital  is 
an  old-fashioned  structure,  with  but  few  of  the 
modern  conveniences,  yet  the  constant  care  and 
watchfulness  of  the  Superintendent  and  his  assist- 
ants have  rendered  it  as  cheerful  and  comforta- 
ble as  possible. 

From  the  nature  of  the  case  no  satisfactory  or 
reliable  information  could  be  derived  from  the 
inmates  themselves  respecting  their  treatment. 
The  patients  appeared  to  be  comfortably  fed  and 
sufficiently  clothed. 

Marcella-street  Home. 

This  institution  was  visited  on  June  23,  and  the 
boys  who  were  sentenced  here  were  seen  by  the 
inspectors.  The  number  of  these  boys  was  nine- 
ty-eight, which,  together  with  the  pauuer  boys 
(122),  made  a  young  family  of  220.  The"boys  ap- 
peared to  be  well  treated,  clothed  and  fed,  and 
they  seemed  very  happy  and  contented;  their 
rations  were  sweet  and  palatable.  They  are 
taught  by  competent  teachers,  and  are  quite 
attentive  to  their  lessons.  Very  few  boys  were 
sick;  the  juvenile  disorders  of  ringworm  and  oph- 
thalmia, which  had  prevailed  to  a  limited  extent, 
were  fast  disappearing.  The  new  brick  addition  to 
the  dormitories,  which  is  intended  for  the  female 
pauper  and  neglected  children  now  at  Deer  Isl- 
and, will  be  residy  for  occupancy  this  winter, 
when  the  transfer  of  these  children  from  Deer 
Island  to  this  institution  will  be  made.  This  large 
addition  to  the  number  of  inmates  at  the  Mar- 
cella-street Home  will  render  it  necessary,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  inspectors,  that  the  whole  of  the 
ground  within  the  original  enclosure  of  this  de- 
partment should  be  set  apart  for  the  use  and 
recreation  of  these  children.  It  is  stated  that  a 
street  has  been  or  will  be  laid  out  directly  through 
these  grounds  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
which  course  is  wholly  inexpedient,  and  is  not  de- 
manded by  the  public;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
this  land,  the  whole  of  it,  is  imperatively  needsd 
for  the  use  of  the  inmates  of  this  institution.  To 
keep  these  grounds  open  will  be  mutually  benefi- 
cial to  this  institution  and  to  the  orphan  asylum, 
its  immediate  neighbor.  , 


House  of  Industry,  etc. 

The  committee  visited  the  House  of  Industry 
and  other  institutions  at  Deer  Island,  on  June  25, 
and  found  them  all  in  their  usual  satisfactory 
condition.  The  bread,  coffee  and  other  articles 
of  food  furnished  to  the  inmates  were  examined, 
and  no  complaints  on  the  score  of  quality  or 
quantity  were  heard.  The  opportunities  for  uti- 
lizing the  labor  of  the  prisoners  at  this  island  are 
many  and  various,  and  all  who  can  work  are  re- 
quired to  work  in  some  form  or  other;  and  the 
schools  kept  lor  the  education  of  the  truant  boys 
are  equal  in  many  respects  to  those  under  the 
care  of  our  School  Committee.  The  value  of  this 
truant  school  can  hardly  be  estimated,  for  it  is 
certain  that  in  no  other  place  cr  way  could  these 
boys  be  made  attentive  to  their  studies. 

The  number  of  inmates  at  the  House  of  Industry 
was 465 

The  number  of  inmates  at  the  House  of  Reforma- 
tion   141 

Truants  and  absentees 156 


Yet  this  large  family  of  prisoners  was  admirablj 
managed  and  controlled  by  the  Superintendent 
and  his  assistants. 

During  the  last  six  months  there  was  one  attempt 
on  the  part  of  a  prisoner  to  escape  from  the  isl- 
and, which  was  attended  by  a  fatal  result;  but  as 
the  City  Council,  of  which  this  boardforms  apart, 
made  a  searching  examination  into  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  relieved  the  officers  in  charge  from 
blame,  this  committee  sitnply  report  the  fact. 

Appended  to  this  report  will  be  found  the 
usual  statistics  furnished  by  the  several  superin- 
tendents. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
Lucius  Sladk. 
C.  H.  B.  Breck. 
Charles  V.  Whitten. 
Committee  of  Inspectors  of  Prisons. 
Accepted. 

THE  SPECIAL   ELECTION. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  the  several  precincts  of 
Ward  6  on  the  3d  inst.  for  a  memher  of  the  Com- 
mon Council    in  place  of   John  A.  Kidney,  re- 
signed, have  attended  to  that  duty  and  report 
that  the  returns  appear  to  be  properly  made,  and 
the   results    are    correctly  recorded  in  the  City 
Clerk's  office,  from  which  it  appears  that  Edward 
Dixon,  who  has  a  plurality  of  votes,  is  according- 
ly elected;  and  your  committee  recommend  that 
the  City  Clerk  notify  him  of  hir,  election. 
Clinton  Viles. 
Lucius  Slade. 

Committee. 
Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  : 

Order  for  a  hearing  on  Monday  next  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Commercial 
street,  between  Prince  and  Hanover  streets. 
Passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Currier  & 
Sanders,  to  run  a  passenger  wagon  from  Sullivan 
square  to  Litchfield's  wharf.    Accepted. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— 1  bootblack,  1 
newsboy. 

Accepted. 

TREASURY     DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Whltten  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accounts 
of  the  City  and  County  Treasurer  and  the  City 
Collector  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1880,  hav- 
ing completed  the  examination  of  the  accounts, 
beg  leave  to  submit  their  report,  as  follows: 

The  accounts  of  both  the  Treasurer  and  Col- 
lector were  found  to  correspond  with  the  receipts 
and  vouchers  on  file.  The  cash  on  hand  in  the 
treasury  and  the  bank  deposits  were  examined 
and  found  to  be  correct.  The  Treasurer's  trial 
balance  of  same  date  was  found  to  be  correctly 
taken  off  and  i.ccompanied  by  the  proper 
vouchers.  The  cash  held  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  amounts  outstanding  upon  pay  rolls  was 
examined  and  found  to  be  correct.  The  Collec- 
tor's report  of  collections  on  accourt  of  the  city 
of  Boston  and  county   of  Suffolk  was  examined 
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and  the  items  have  been  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  several  accounts  to  which  they  belong.  The 
total  amount  of  the  collection  agrees  with  the 
amount  receipted  icr  by  the  Treasurer.  The  Col- 
lector's trial  balance  to  April  30,  1S80,  was  ex- 
amined and  proved  correct,  and  the  amount  of 
collections  from  May  1  to  May  1  was  found  to 
agree  with  the  amount  received  by  the 
Treasurer  during  that  time.  The  amount 
of  outstanding  bills,  bonds,  etc.,  as  cer- 
tified to  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  correspond- 
ed with  the  Collector's  trial  balance.  The  bonds 
for  public  improvements  and  public  lands,  and 
the  abatements  upon  the  same,  we  found  to  be 
correct. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Charles  Y.  Whitten, 
Chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 
Fraxk  E.  Sweetser, 
Chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Common  Council. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

WISTHBOP    STATUE. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  the  Winthrop  statue,  in  consulta- 
tion with  the  Committee  on  Paving,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  to  select  a  suitable  site  for 
said  statue  in  Scoilay  square.    Passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to  occupy  stables 
as  follows:  George  Lentb,  Culvert  place;  J.  Frank 
Perry,  Adams  street,  corner  Ashmont,  Ward  24: 
Leonard  Covington,  Virginia  avenue,  Ward  20. 
Accepted. 

SUNDAY  AFTERNOON  CONCERTS. 

Alderman  Walbridge  presented  remonstrances 
from  Mr.  and  Mrs.C.  J.  Little  field  and  1045  others; 
the  Phillips  Congregational  Church,  and  the  man- 
agers of  the  Church  Home  tor  Orphan  and  Desti- 
tute Children,  against  the  proposed  sacred  con- 
certs on  Sunday  afternoons  in  South  Boston. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Walbridge,  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  with  in- 
structions to  give  the  parties  a  public  hearing. 
Sent  down. 

CLERK    HIRE    IN    THE    COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  duly  certified  re- 
ports of  the  expense  of  clerk  hire  in  the  courts  for 
June,  viz.,  Supreme  Judicial,  §136.00;  Superior 
Civil,  §233.32;  Superior  Criminal,  §200.00.  Ap- 
proved, and  ordered  paid. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM   ENGINE. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing a  permit  to  A.  J.  Tower  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  engine  of  25-horse  power  on  Albany  street. 
Accepted. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  land  taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  laying 
out  streets  as  follows:  Boston  Gaslight  Company, 
§49,500,  widening  of  Commercial  street;  John  E. 
and  Catherine  M.  Woods,  §2500,  relocation  of 
Western  avenue  at  Brighton;  Paulina  N.  Lewis, 
§200;  laying  out  of  Treble  street  between  Dor- 
chester avenue  and  Rogers  street.  Orders  passed. 

BUNKER    HILL    .MONUMENT  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
detail  for  duty  on  the  grounds  of  the  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  Association  on  Sundays,  more  espe- 
cially Sunday  evenings,  a  sufficiently  large  force 
for  the  preservation  of  order. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  offer  that  order  at  the 
request  of  the  directors  of  the  Monument  Associ- 
ation, and  for  the  protection  of  our  own  citizens 
who  reside  in  that  neighborhood.  This  lias  been 
a  growing  nuisance  for  several  years,  and  it  grows 
worse  and  worse  every  year.  The  police  do  not 
take  care  of  it  in  the  least.  If  one  or  two  police- 
men could  be  detailed  for  duty  there  on  Sunday 
evenings,  it  would  be  a  great  relief  to  our  citi- 
zens who  reside  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
David  Connor,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  caused  by  a 


fall  in  Merrimac  street,  Jan.  23,  1S79;  Margaret 
Moloney,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  received 
from  falling  on  Rutherford  avenue,  Charlestown; 
Melinda  G.  Witherell,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries caused  by  a  fall  in  Warren  street.  Jan.  15, 
1880.    Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
arid  they  are  herebv  authorized  to  make  necessary 
repairs  upon  Broadway  Bridge  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  §1900,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  bridges.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make' necessary- 
repairs  on  Essex-street  Bridge  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  §1500,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  bridges.    Passed. 

Report  that  the  Committee  on  Bridges  have  ap- 
proved the  appointment  of  the  following-named 
persons  to  act  as  Assistant  Superintendents  of 
the  bridges  named: 

Broadway  Bridge— Michael  O'Brien,  James 
Monahan,  George  W.  Gifford. 

Cambridge  street,  North  Harvard  and  Western 
Avenue  Bridges  (to  Cambridge)— Hugh  Norton, 
Henry  Edgeworth. 

Charles  River  Bridge— John  C.  Bolan. 

Chelsea-street  Bridge— John  Gill,  Jr. 

Congress-street  Bridge — Timothy  Harkins,  Hen- 
ry P.  Boyle,  Cornelius  J.  Callahan! 

Dover-street  Bridge— William  Nelson,  David  C. 
Nelson,  James  A.  Hovt. 

Fedeiivl  street  Bridge— O.  D.  Cook,  William  H. 
Moirison. 

Maiden  Bridge— Hugh  McNerlin. 

Meridian-street  Bridge— James  Morrison. 

Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge — T.  Heaphy,  D. 
J.  Maloney,  T.  O'Donnell. 

"Warren  fridge  —  (eorge  Ersdforcl,  A\  illnm 
Kneelaud. 

Accepted. 

PERMITS    FOR  WOODEN   BUILDINGS    DURING    VACA- 
TION. 

Alderman  Caton  offered  an  order— That  during:  the 
recess  of  the  Common  Council  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  allow  the  erection  of  wood- 
en buildings  larger  than  allowed  by  the  ordi- 
nance, on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  deem 
expedient.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

FOURTH   OF  JUliV   ORATION— THANKS   FOR. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  the 
thanks  of  the  City  Council  be  tendered  to  Robert 
Dixon  Smith,  Esq.,  for  the  very  appropriate  and 
eloquent  oration  upon  the  life  and  services  of 
Samuel  Adams,  which  was  delivered  before  the 
municipal  authorities  of  this  city  July  5,  18S0, 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the  statue 
of  that  Revolutionary  patriot  in  this  city;  and 
that  a  copy  of  said  oration  be  requested  for  pub- 
lication.   Passed.    Sent  down. 

COMMON   AND  PUBLIC    GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
W,  H.  Howard  and  others  that  the  city  defray  a 
portion  of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  the  streets 
around  Sullivan  square;  D.  H.  Blaney  and  others, 
that  the  city  defray  a  portion  of  the  expense  of 
watering  Maverick  and  Central  squares.  Sever- 
ally accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Compa- 
ny have  leave  to  place  lanterns  upon  certain 
trees  in  West  Roxbury,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.    Accepted. 

RELEASE  ON   PROBATION    REFUSED. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  against  granting  a  release  to  Thomas 
Alexander  from  the  House  of  Correction,  he 
having  been  sentenced  for  a  felony.    Accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  of  Samson  A.  Tentler,  218  West  Seventh 
street;  William  C.  Appleton,  <;2  Clifford  street;  on 
Bast  Eighth  street,  between  Dorchester  and  Low- 
land streets.    Orders  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  H.  H. 
Hunnpwell,  Attorney  for  Jane  Welles,  to  raise  the 
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grade  of  and  remodel  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  her 
estate,  corner  of  Washington  and  State  streets, 
for  the  better  security  and  convenience  of  the 
public;  provided  that  said  work  shall  be  done  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  without  ex- 
pense to  the  city  of  Boston. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Ed- 
ward I.  Browne,  Alexander  Moseley,  Alverse  L. 
White,  William  H.  Alien  and  William  Minot,  Jr., 
trustee,  to  construct  a  tunnel  under  and  across 
Lincoln  street  from  the  estate  of  said  Edward  I. 
Browne  to  the  estate  of  Arthur  N.  Whiting  and 
others,  trustees,  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting 
steam  power  by  a  shaft  or  belt:  Provided,  that  said 
parties  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement 
in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  sav- 
ing harmless  said  city  against  any  and  all  claims 
for  damages,  costs  or  expenses  for,  or  on  account 
of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of,  the  construct- 
ing, maintaining  or  using  of  said  tunnel  under 
said  street.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  par- 
ties shall  discontinue  the  use  of  and  shall  remove 
said  tunnel  when  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Telephone  Despatch  Company  to  erect  poles  in 
the  Roxbury  and  West  Eoxbury  Districts  as  fol- 
lows, viz.:  Ten  poles  on  Parker  street,  between 
Fisher  avenue  and  Centre  street;  three  poles  on 
Centre  street,  between  Parker  and  Lamartine 
streets;  fourteen  poles  on  Lamartine  street,  be- 
tween Centre  and  Boylston  streets;  three  poles  on 
Boylston  street,  between  Lamartine  street  and 
Boylston  avenue,  and  sixteen  poles  on  Boylston 
avenue;  said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said  streets  in 
the  positions  designated  by  red  dots  on  plans 
drawn  by  Clarence  A.  Perkins,  surveyor,  dated 
May  31,  1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  said 
Telephone  Despatch  Company  shall  first  give  to 
the  city  an  agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory  to 
the  City  Solicitor,  saving  harmless  said  city 
against  any  and  all.  claims  for  damages,  costs  or 
expenses,  for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of,  the  erecting  or  maintaining  of 
said  poles  on  said  streets.  Also  upou  condition 
that  said  poles  shall  be  kept  well  painted  and  in 
good  condition  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets,  and  that  the  wires  shall  be 
placed  on  said  poles  not  less  than  twenty-five  feet 
from  the  ground.  Also  upon  condition  that  said 
company  shall  allow  the  Fire  Department  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  top  cross  bar  and  upper  portion 
of  each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires 
thereon;  and  if  required  by  said  Fire  Department 
shall  remove  such  poles  "as  may  be  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  said  department  on  the  above 
described  streets,  and  place  wires  for  said  depart- 


ment on  the  poles  of  said  Telephone  Company 
without  expense  to  the  city  of  Boston.  Also  upon 
condition  that  said  company  shall  agree  not  to 
remove  the  poles  located  by  this  order  without 
permission  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall 
agree  to  remove  said  poles  when  so  directed  by 
said  Board. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  an  additional  location  in  Sumner 
street,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
following  order  of  location. 

For  the  committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  an  additional  track  on  Sumner 
street,  East  Boston,  from  a  point  in  the  double 
tracks  of  said  company  on  said  Sumner  street, 
between  London  and  Liverpool  streets,  to  the 
double  tracks  of  said  company  on  Maverick 
square. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  track  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  said  track,  and  the  form  of  rail  to  be 
used,  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved 
by  them.  Also  upon  condition  that  the  space  oc- 
cupied by  said  track  shall  be  paved  with  small 
granite  blocks  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  Also  upon  condition  that 
said  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  shall  accept 
this  order  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing 
to  comply  with  the  conditions  therein  contained, 
and  shall  file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with 
the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of 
this  order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

AKMORY  BUILDING. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Order  —  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  be  and  he  is  authorized  to  re- 
move and  reset  the  partitions  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  Armory  building,  Wareham  street;  also, 
to  lathe  and  plaster  the  ceilings,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $450,  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  public  buildings.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

EAST  BOSTON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  acceptance 
of  the  report  of  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
in  favor  of  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  branch 
high-school  building  at  East  Boston  was  recon- 
sidered, and  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Walbridge 
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COMMON       COUNCIL 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY    8,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7.30  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shep- 
ard  presiding. 

QUALIFICATION   OF  A  NEW  MEMBER. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  of  Ward  6  presented  the  cre- 
dentials of  Mr.  Edward  Dixon,  member-elect 
from  Ward  6,  vice  John  A.  Kidney,  resigned.  Mr. 
McLaughlin  was  appointed  a  committee  to  con- 
duct Mr.  Dixon  to  the  City  Clerk  to  be  qualified, 
which  duty  he  performed.  Mr.  Dixon  was  intro- 
duced to  the  Council,  and  took  his  seat  at  the 
hoard. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions,  etc  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  etc., 
viz.: 

Of  David  Connor,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries from  a  fall  in  Merrimac  street. 

Of  Margaret  Mahoney,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  received  in  Rutherford  avenue. 

Of  Malinda  G.  Witherell,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  irom  a  fall  in  Warren  street. 

Of  W.  H.  Howard  et  ah,  that  the  city  would  de- 
fray a  portion  of  the  expense  of  watering  the 
streets  around  Sullivan  square. 

Of  D.  H.  Blaney  et  al.,  that  the  city  would  de- 
fray a  part  of  the  cost  of  watering  Maverick  and 
Central  squares. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  granting  the  petition  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company. for  leave  to  place  lanterns 
on  certain  trees  in  West  Roxbury.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Depart- 
ment on  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  and  collec- 
tor.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  Robert  Dickson  Smith 
for  his  oration  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  requesting 
a  copy  for  publication.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  Sur- 
vey, etc.,  of  Buildings  to  issue  building  permits 
during  the  recess  ot  the  Common  Council.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  requesting  a  police  detail  for  duty  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Associa- 
tion on  Sundays.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  rearrange  the  partitions  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  Armory  Building,  on  Wareham  street, 
and  to  cause  the  ceiling  to  be  lathed  and  plas- 
tered, at  an  estimated  cost  of  §450.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Joel  C.  Bolan  the  amount  due  the 
late  Joel  R.  Bolan  as  Superintendent  of  Charles 
River  Bridge.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  attach  five  iron  ladders  to  the  Charles 
River  sea  wall,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $150. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Street  Commissioners  to  report  a 
scheme  for  reducing  the  duplicate  names  of  high- 
ways, the  expense  for  advertising  and  printing  to 
be  charged  to  Incidentals.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Vehicles   and  their  Loads. 

New  draft  of  an  ordinance  to  regulate  the 
width  of  vehicles  and  their  loads. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  matter  was  quite  fully  dis- 
cussed heretofore,  hut  the  Council  in  its  wisdom 
directed  the  committee  to  give  a  farther  hearing. 
The  hearing  wa3  held,  and,  as  was  anticipated,  no 
persons  except  those  directly  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  barrel  wagons  appeared  to  be 
heard.  Tbe  manufacturer  himself  and  several  of 
his  drivers  were  there,  and  two  or  three 
persons  connected  with  him  in  business. 
The  evidence  taken  was  in  no  wise 
different  from  what  we  had  heard  at  a  former 
meeting.  The  drivers  of  these  wagons  were  pre- 
pared to  state  that  they  never  did  any  harm;  that 
they  never  broke  tbe  limb  of  a  tree  on  Charles  or 
any  other  street;  that  they  never  scared  a  team, 
and  that  it  was  a  most  harmless  amusement  to 
drive  these  wagons  through  the  streets.  Outside 
of  these  witnesses  we  had  one  expert,  a  dealer  in 


horses,  who  stated  that  he  never  drove  a  horse  a 
second  time,  and  that  he  was  driving  constantly 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  business,  having  horses  for 
sale;  that  he  had  never  been  run  away  with 
in  his  life  or  had  an  accident  happen  to 
him,  and  altogether  he  was  such  a  remarkable 
performer  behind  a  horse  that  he  did  n't  see  how 
any  accident  could  happen  to  him.  But  the  evi- 
dence furnished  was  not  enough  to  shake  the  pre- 
vious witnesses  in  their  testimony  as  to  the  effect 
of  these  barrel  wagons.  Although  the  committee 
thought  there  was  nothing-  to  cause  them  to  make 
a  report  different  from  their  first  report,  they 
concluded  that  it  was  best  to  attempt  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  remonstrants;  and  if  the  time 
had  come  to  limit  the  size  of  teams  and  their 
loads,  we  would  begin  at  the  extreme  limit 
and  recommend  to  the  Council  the  draft  of 
of  an  ordinance  in  which  we  put  the  limit  at  ten 
feet.  The  Council  will  remember  that  the  widest 
team  used  in  Boston  was  only  eight  feet  in  width 
from  the  extremes  of  the  hubs.  That  was  stated 
by  the  Inspector  of  Wagons,  and  was  not  contro- 
verted. The  Inspector  stated  he  had  never  seen  a 
load  which  would  extend  over  ten  feet,  except  in 
very  rare  instances,  where  the  load  could  not  be 
brought  within  that  limit  by  the  ordinary  and  cus- 
tomary methods  given  to  loading.  For  example, 
he  stated  that  there  were  wagons  in  which  loads  of 
hides  were  carried,  making  a  width  more  than  ten 
feet.  The  hides  were  thrown  in  across  the  wagon, 
and  projected  over  the  sides;  and  he  could  see  no 
reason  why  they  could  not  be  packed  in  the  wagon 
lengthwise,  and  not  exceed  ten  feet  in  width.  It 
was  stated  that  there  were  loads  where  the 
smallest  dimensions  must  be  more  than  ten  feet, 
and  in  such  cases  the  inspector  would  at  once 
grant  a  permit  for  the  use  of  the  streets.  For 
those  reasons — which  were  those  which  have  been 
given  before— the  committee  felt  that  if  they 
recommended  a  width  of  ten  feet,  they  would 
meet  all  reasonable  objections  which  could  be 
made.  For  those  reasons,  and  because  public  in- 
terest in  the  matter  has  not  diminished  at  all,  and 
from  the  fact  that  those  living  in  the  vicinity 
where  these  barrel  wagons  pass,  have  not  chang- 
ed their  views,  1  hope  the  Council  will  pass  the 
ordinance  tonight. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6—1  feel  rather  loth  to  dis- 
cuss this  matter  again,  but  I  do  not  see  that  any- 
thing has  transpired  since  the  last  discussion  to 
make  me  alter  my  views  in  regard  to  this  meas- 
ure. It  is  well  known  to  members  of  this  Council 
now-  or  if  there  were  any  doubts  heretofore,  I 
think  they  have  been  removed,  and  it  must  be 
clear  to  every  member  now — that  this  is  an  as- 
sault upon  the  industry  of  manufacturing  barrel 
wagons.  Now,  why  cannot  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances bring  in  an  ordinance  to  prevent 
the  driving  of  these  vehicles  through  the 
streets,  or  limiting  the  width  of  them.  They  have 
done  neither.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  a  direct  way 
to  meet  this  issue.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  believe 
it  is  quite  time  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  begin  to 
cater  to  a  puny  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  pass- 
age of  these  vehicles  through  the  streets.  They 
injure  no  property  and  destroy  no  life.  I  admit 
they  are  an  uncouth  affair.  But  It  does  not  fol- 
low that  everything  unpleasant  to  the  eye  should 
be  removed.  If  that  were  so,  many  things  which 
do  not  please  the  fastidious  would  be  removed.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  the  right  way  to  meet  this 
thing.  I  do  not  think  the  sentiment  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  Boston  is  in  favor  of  passing 
this  ordinance.  This  is  the  entering  wedge,  per- 
haps, to  meet  the  views  of  the  people  of  Boston 
who  do  not  take  much  interest  in  city  affairs.  It 
is  the  same  sentiment  that  stopped  the  ringing;  of 
the  bells  at  nine  o'clock— a  good  old  custom— and 
the  ringing  of  the  bells  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  1 
think  this  matter  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, and  to  get  the  sense  of  the  Council  I  will 
make  that  motion. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1—1  move  to  amend  the 
ordinance  by  striking  out  the  word  "ten"  before 
"feet,"  and  inserting  "twelve."  As  my  friend 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  says,  I  have  not 
changed  my  views  at  all  in  this  matter.  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  make  any  lengthy  argument  upon 
the  matter  tonight,  as  I  think  it 'has  been  pretty 
well  ventilated.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  city  of 
Boston  making  any  ordinance  of  this  kind, 
in  the  first  place,  and  limiting  the  size  of 
wagons.  All  discussion  having  been  done 
away  with  in  regard  to  everything  ex- 
cept the  barrel  wagons,  I  understand  the  parties 
interested  in  them  are  perfectly  willing  to  make 
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a  digression  from  their  views.  As  the  wagons 
are  now  fifteen  feet,  they  are  perfectly  content  to 
accept  a  reduction  of  three  feet  on  their  part.  I 
think  there  is  hardly  a  gentleman  in  this  Council 
tonight  but  if  he  should  stand  in  the  street  and 
see  one  of  these  vehicles  pass,  he  could  possibly 
detect  whether  it  was  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  wide. 
I  do  not  believe  that  as  a  horse  goes  by  he  would 
look  up  and  see  if  it  was  twelve  feet  and  be 
frightened,  or  see  that  it  was  ten  feet  and  not 
be  frightened.  It  does  not  look  to  me  as 
though  it  would  do  any  damage  to  the  trees  in 
the  streets  through  which  it  passed.  I  believe 
the  evidence  produced  is  conclusive  that  there 
has  been  no  damage  done  by  these  teams,  and  no 
great  number  of  people  have  lost  their  lives  or 
property  through  these  teams.  It  seems  to  me  as 
though  "this  industry— although  it  may  be  looked 
down  upon  by  some  people  here;  I  mean  the 
teaming  of  these  barrels,  not  the  manufacture  of 
them — it  certainly  has  some  merit  and  should  be 
considered  in  that  light.  That  is  the  reason  I 
have  proposed  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  shall  not  weary  the  Council, 
because  I  think  the  members  have  made  up  their 
minds.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  1  says  he  does 
not  wish  any  ordinance  of  this  kind.  The  Council 
have  disposed  of  that  matter,  and  the  only  ques- 
tion remaining  to  be  determined  is  the  size  of  the 
load.  If  the  limit  be  fixed  at  twelve  feet,  the  ob- 
jectionable feature  is  not  removed.  The  objection 
is  that  these  wagons  are  built  flairing,  the  horses 
see  them  overhead,  and  that  is  what  frightens 
them.  All  experts  agree  upon  that  point,  includ- 
ing the  gentleman  who  drove  the  horses  so  well. 
The  thing  that  frightens  the  horse  is  the  projec- 
tion. The  effect  of  the  amendment  would  give  no 
practical  relief  whatever.  Ten  feet,  which  is  a 
foot  wider  than  the  widest  team,  it  seemed  to  the 
committee,  would  be  a  good  point  to  try  the  ex- 
periment. If  it  should  prove  that  we  are  injuring 
our  fellow  citizens  and  their  business,  the  City 
Council  will  repeal  the  ordinance  before  the  year 
is  out.  Ten  feet  seems  to  be  a  compromise  be- 
tween the  extreme  views  of  both  sides. 

Mr.  Loveli— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  has 
any  idea  how  much  more  flaring  there  would  be 
on  a  team  of  twelve  feet  than  on  one  of  ten  feet? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  a  very  distinct  idea  of  it. 

Mr.  Loveli— Will  the  gentleman  be  kind  enough 
to  state  it. 

Mr.  C'hristal  of  Ward  8—1  have  always  been  in 
favor  of  free  trade  myself,  and  always  thought 
there  should  be  some  limit  to  it.  I  think  there 
should  be  some  limit  to  this  matter.  Now,  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1  says  twelve  feet  is 
enough.  Now,  while  the  streets  are  narrow  in  a 
great  many  respects,  this  will  bring  many  of  the 
teams  very'near  the  sidewalks.  I  know  "it  is  not 
the  wish  of  the  citizens  that  the  sidewalks  shall 
be  encroached  upon.  The  gentleman  knows 
these  are  uncouth  wagons  to  be  going  about  the 
streets.  I  am  in  favor  of  limiting  these  manufac- 
turers the  same  as  others  have  been  limited. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  LovelPs  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  ordinance  was  passed.  Mr. Whitmore  moved 
a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

Law  Department. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  relating 
to  the  Law  Department  (City  Doc.  95). 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9,  the  prop- 
ositions contained  in  the  ordinance  were  taken 
up  separately,  and  the  question  came  first  upon 
the  amendment  to  section  2,  giving  the  power  of 
confirming  appointments  of  Assistant  City  Solic- 
itors to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  instead  of 
the  Mayor. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  regret  exceedingly  that  the 
gentleman  with  me  on  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances— Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— is  absent,  because 
he  had  particular  charge  of  this  bill,  and  it  seems 
rather  hard  on  the  Council  that  they  have  to 
listen  to  so  many  remarks  from  me;  but  I  am 
only  discharging  a  duty  and  standing  by  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.  I  agree  with  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  two  topics  should  be  disconnected. 
They  are  two  separate  matters.  The  first  change 
is  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  Assistant 
City  Solicitors.  Previous  to  last  year  the  Mayor 
nominated  and  the  Committee  "on  Ordinances 
confirmed  those  officers.  The  feeling  entertained 
last  year  was  that  it  was  desirable  to  give  the 


City  Solicitor  the  power  of  appointing  his 
assistants.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  a  report  was  made 
by  them  which  is  contained  in  Doc.  118  of  last 
year.  They  proposed  that  the  City  Solicitor 
should  nominate  his  deputies,  who  should  ne 
confirmed  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  The 
matter  came  up  in  December,  and  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  "Committee  on  Ordinances"  and  insert 
the  word  "Mayor."  Now,  sir,  the  change  recom- 
mended this  year  is  exactly  the  one  recommend- 
ed by  the  committee  last  year,  that  the  City  Solici- 
tor should  nominate  his  subordinates,  who  should 
be  confirmed  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Now,  sir,  to  have'  those  appointments  nominated 
and  confirmed  by  one  man,  totally  disconnected 
from  the  City  Government,  is  not  in  accordance 
with  our  system  of  government.  The  Mayor  is  an 
executive  officer  of  the  City  Government.  Now, 
sir,  if  we  have  faith  in  the  City  Solicitor,  we 
should  let  him  appoint  his  own  deputies.  If  those 
appointments  are  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  that  committee  being  composed  of 
members  of  the  City  Council  is  exercis- 
ing the  powers  of  the  City  Council.  I  be- 
lieve in  almost  every  case  where  a  city 
officer  exercises  any  such  function,  it 
has  to  be  confirmed  by  a  joint  committee 
by  the  Aldermen  alone,  or  by  both  branches  cf 
the  City  Council.  It  is  a  good  rule  and  has  been 
acted  upon  for  many  years.  That  was  the  opinion 
arrived  at  last  year"  by  a  competent  committee, 
and  it  is  what  the  present  committee  desire.  The 
old  ordinance  giving  the  power  of  nomination  to 
the  City  Solicitor,  and  the  confirmation  to  the 
Mayor,  was  entirely  an  experiment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  and  injudiciously  ac- 
cepted by  the  City  Council  last  year.  It  is  not  to 
be  defended  on  any  ground.  The  crisis  for  which 
it  was  made  last  year  has  passed.  For  this  rea- 
son I  hope  the  Council  will  not  revert  to  the  old 
rule  and  give  the  mayor  either  the  nower  of  ap- 
pointing the  Assistant  City  Solicitor,  or  confirm- 
ing the  appointment,  but  will  concur  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  of 
last  year  and  this  year,  and  let  the  City  Solicitor 
nominate  his  assistants,  and  let  them  be  confirmed 
by  the  City  Council  or  its  committee. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  --At  the  last  meeting  or 
the  Council  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  sug- 
gested that  I  felt  a  parental  interest  in  this  ordi- 
nance of  1879,  especially  in  the  provisions  which 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  now  propose  to  re- 
peal. In  regard  to  that  I  wish  to  state  that  only  one 
of  the  provisions  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  re- 
peal, was  offered  or  advocated  by  me,  and  that  is 
the  particular  section  now  under  discus- 
sion in  regard  to  confirming  the  appointments  of 
Assistant  City  Solicitors.  I  have  no  responsibili- 
ty whatever  in  regard  to  the  section  providing 
for  the  employment  of  extra  counsel,  in  regard  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  made  ln's  ar- 
gument at  the  last  meeting.  That  was  not  pro- 
posed by  me,  and  1  had  nothing  to  do  with  its 
adoption.  Tne  provision  that  the  appointment  of 
Assistant  City  Solicitor  should  be  approved  by 
the  Mayor,  and  not  by  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
•nances,  was  proposed  by  me,  and  was  at  first 
opposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Council  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  stated  that  he  had 
changed  his  views,  and  proposed  to  vote  for  that 
provision,  which  he  did,  and  it  was  adopted  by 
the  City  Council.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  reasons 
which  influenced  the  Council  last  year  m  adopt- 
ing that  provision  are  good  now.  It  is  not  in  any 
way  a  personal  matter.  The  appointments  of 
assistants  for  this  year  have  all  been  made  and 
confirmed,  so  that  the  present  Committee  on 
Ordinances  are  not  to  be  considered.  No  doubt 
the  present  Committee  on  Ordinances  is  a  very 
able  one,  but  that  we  are  not  to  consider  in  vot- 
ing upon  this  question.  We  cannot  say  who  the 
Mayor  or  Committee  on  Ordinances  will  be  next 
year,  and  the  question  cannot  arise  this  year  on 
account  of  the  appointments  and  confirmation 
having  been  already  made.  The  reasons  which  I 
urged  last  year  for  the  adoption  of  this  provision, 
and  which  the  Council  saw" fit  to  adopt,  are  brief- 
ly these:  Before  the  ordinance  of  1879  the  Assist- 
ant Solicitors  were  appointed  by  the  Mayor 
subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  It  was  proposed  by  the  committee 
last  year  that  the  City  Solicitor  should  be  given 
the  power  t->  appoint  his  own  assistants  subject 
to  confirmation  by  the  committee.  When  the 
matter  came    before  the  Common  Council  that 
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suggestion  was  amended  so  far  as  to  give  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  assistants  to  the  City  Solicitor 
subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Mayor.  Now, 
the  reason  why  the  confirmation  should  be  given 
to  the  Mayor  is  in  my  view  this:  The  Mayor  is 
the  executive  officer  ot  the  city.  He  ought  "regu- 
larly to  make  all  the  appointments,  so  that  he 
can  be  held  responsible  for  them;  no  appoint- 
ments ought  to  be  made  by  a  committee;  a  com- 
mittee is  an  irresponsible  body  and  cannot  be 
held  responsible  for  bad  appointments;  but  every- 
body knows  that  the  Mayor  is  held  very  directly 
responsible  for  all  the  appointments  he  makes. 
Now  in  this  case,  owing  to  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  Law  Department,  it  was  thought 
best  to  take  away  this  power  of  appointment 
which  rightfully  belongs  to  the  Mayor,  for  the 
reason  that  the  Law  Department  requiring  spe- 
special  knowledge,  it  was  thought  best  that  the 
appointment  of  Assistant  City  Solicitors  should 
be  given  to  the  City  Solicitor  instead  of  the 
Mayor,  who  is  not  generally  a  lawyer.  For  that 
reason  I  think  the  City  Solicitor  should  be  al- 
lowed to  appoint  his  assistants.  But  if  there  is 
any  way  by  which  we  can  fix  the  responsibility 
for  those  appointments  upon  the  Mayor,  we  ought 
to  do  so.  The  only  question  is,  who  shall 
confirm  the  appointments  of  the  City  So- 
licitor. Shall  it  be  the  Mayor  or  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances'?  If"  it  is  done 
by  the  Mayor,  he  can  be  held  responsible; 
if  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  nobody  will 
be  held  responsible;  for,  as  everybody  knows, 
nobody  is  responsible  for  appointments'  made  by 
a  committee.  Before  the  ordinance  ot  1879, 
when  our  assistants  were  appointed  by 
the  Mayor,  there  was  good  reason  why 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  should  con- 
firm those  appointments,  because  the  May- 
or not  being  generally  a  lawyer,  and  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  being  generally  com- 
posed largely  ot  la  wyers,  it  was  proper  they  should 
have  the  power  of  confirmation.  But  after  the 
change  in  1879,  that  reason  did  not  exist,  be- 
cause the  City  Solicitor  being  a  lawyer  could  best 
judge  of  the  qualifications  of  his  assistants.  The 
object  is  to  get  a  check  upon  that  department, 
and  in  doing  so  it  is  necessary  to  place  the  power 
of  confirmation  where  the  greatest  responsibility 
will  lie.  For  that  reason,  I  prefer  the  present 
provision  as  it  stands  in  the  ordinance  of  1879.  I 
believe  it  to  be  the  true  theoretical  provision, 
true  in  theory  and  proper  and  expedient  in  prac- 
tice. The  reasons  which  governed  the  Council  in 
adopting  this  provision  last  vear  should  govern 
them  now.  As  I  say,  it  cannot  in  any  sense  be  a 
personal  matter.  It  is  only  a  theoretical  matter, 
and  looking  at  it  as  it  is  likely  to  affect  cases  aris- 
ing in  the  future,  I  think  it  is  the  right  principle 
to  adopt.  I  do  not  oppose  the  repeal  of  the  last 
part  of  the  section,  which  provided  for  a  special 
power  to  be  exercised  last  year,  which  has 
been  exercised.  There  is  now  no  reason  for 
its  continuance.  I  am  also  not  opposed  to 
the  provision  that  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances shall  fill  vacancies,  in  case  of  failure  to 
make  appointments  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Council,  because  the  gentleman  who" 
has  preceded  me  has  stated  his  case  very  fairly. 
The  question  before  the  Council  is  this:  we  have 
changed  the  nominating  power.  We  have  given' 
it  to  the  City  Solicitor,  because  it  seemed  that  we 
ought  to  make  that  change,  and  as  the  gentleman 
from  Waid  9  says,  the  question  is  on  the  matter 
of  confirmation.  Are  you  willing  or  do  you  pre- 
fer to  give  it  to  the  Mayor,  or  to  bold  it  in  your 
own  hand?  The  change  has  answered  its  purpose, 
and  I  do  not  care  to  go  into  the  history  of  it.  The 
committee  of  last  year  and  of  this  year  recom- 
mend to  the  City  Council  to  take  back  into  their 
own  hands  a  power  they  have  never  parted 
with  except  for  the  last  six  months,  and 
that  is  that  a  committee  consisting  of 
eight  members  of  the  City  Council  should  be  the 
confirming  body  for  these  appointments,  instead 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  Inasmuch  as  the  pres- 
ent system  is  a  change  from  the  practice  tor 
many  years,  and  which  I  venture  to  say  has  not 
been  found  to  work  well,  I  hope  the  Council  will 
go  back  to  the  former  rule  and  accept  the  report 
of  the  committees  of  this  and  last  year. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  report  of 
the  committee  will  be  accepted.  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  views  of  my  colleague  of  Ward  9  on  tbis 
question.  When  this  matter  came  up  last  year  I 
believe  I  expressed  the  same  view,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on   Ordinances  of  this  Council   were  the 


proper  body  to  confirm  appointments  by  the  City 
Solicitor.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  stated 
very  truly,  and  I  agree  with  him  so  far,  that  the 
Mayor  is  the  proper  appointing  power,  but  be- 
yond that  I  do  not  go.  I  do  not  think  one  man 
should  have  the  power  to  confirm  appointments. 
The  whole  system  of  our  City  Government  is  based 
upon  other  considerations.  I  think  this  is  the  only 
case  in  our  City  Government  where  one  man  ap- 
points and  one  confirms.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
the  proper  way  to  confirm  appointments.  If 
these  appointments  are  not  confirmed  by  the 
whole  City  Council,  they  should  certainly  be  ap- 
proved by  a  committee. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  want  to  say  a  word  in 
regard  to  one  term  used  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  about  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  not 
being  a  responsible  body.  It  seems  to  me  they 
are  a  very  responsible  body.  They  are  appointed 
by  whom?  Three  of  thera  are  appointed  by  the  man 
who  is  chosen  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  preside  over  their  deliberations. 
They  pick  out  that  man  and  say, You  shall  preside 
over  this  body  and  appoint  our  committees.  The 
chairman  of  that  body  appoints  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Is 
that  an  irresponsible  body,  selected  by  the  man 
chosen  by  a  majority  of  that  Board?  When  we 
come  to  the  Council,  who  compose  the  majority  of 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  branch  ?  We 
place  in  the  chair  here  a  man  whom  we  desire  to 
preside  over  us,  for  his  fairness  and  impartiality; 
he  selects  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances on  the  part  of  this  Board.  Are  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council  an  irresponsible 
body  ?  A  committee  appointed  by  men  selected 
by  a  majority  vote  of  each  branch,  and  yet  while 
so  constituted  it  is  called  an  irresponsible  body ! 
Now  I  submit  to  this  Council  whether  it  is  not 
better  to  have  the  appointments  by  the  City  So- 
licitor confirmed  by  a  committee  appointed  as  I 
have  shown,  instead  of  by  the  Mayor.  If  the 
Council  think  it  is  an  irresponsible  committee,  I 
want  them  to  say  so,  and  they  will  say  so  if  they 
vote  against  this  ordinance.  I  am  willing  to  leave 
it  to  this  body  to  say  whether  or  not  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  is  an  irresponsible  body. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
4  has  entirely  misinterpreted  my  meaning.  I 
meant  no  disrespect  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, of  whom  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  is 
so  distinguished  a  member.  What  I  meant  to  say 
was,  that  any  committee,  however  able  its  mem- 
bers, is  not  a  proper  board  to  make  an  appoint- 
ment, because  they  are  irresponsible  in  the  sense 
of  being  held  to  account  for  appointments  they 
make.  Like  the  other  joint  committees,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  consists  of  eight  members. 
No  one  of  those  eight  men  can  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  the  action  of  the  committee.  He  can  shift 
'  the  responsibility  upon  the  other  seven.  Nobody 
ever  heard  of  any  member  of  a  committee  being 
held  responsible  for  the  appointments  made  by  a 
committee,  aud  losing  his  election  n«xt  year  on 
that  account.  But  it  is  easy  to  hold  the  Mayor  re- 
sponsible, and  you  can  directly  trace  the  loss  or 
gain  of  votes  in  certain  cases  to  the  effect  of  ap- 
pointments made  by  the  Mayor  in  the  previous 
year.  The  Corninittee  on  Ordinances,  like  any  othe» 
committee,  is  entirely  irresponsible  in  regard  to 
appointments.  The  responsibility,  to  be  brought 
home,  must  be  fixed  upon  one  num.  If  it  is  unu- 
sual to  put  the  power  of  confirmation  in  the 
hands  of  the  Mayor,  then  I  say  it  is  unusual  to 
deprive  the  Mayor  of  the  power  of  appointment. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  other  case  where  it  has  been 
done.  We  restore  to  the  Mayor  a  very  insignifi- 
cant part  of  the  power  that  we  have  taken  away 
from  him,  that  of  confirming  appointments  of 
the  City  Solicitor,  in  order  that  there  may  be 
more  responsibility  in  the  selection  of  these  offi- 
cers. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  say  one  word  in  re- 
ply to  the  most  remarkable  argument  made  by 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  If  a 
committee  of  eight  persons  is  not  competent  to 
pass  upon  such  an  appointment,  it  seems  to  me 
the  City  Council  is  ten  times  as  incompetent. 
Yet  nearly  all  our  elections  are  based  upon  nomi- 
nations made  to  the  City  Council  and  confirmed 
by  them.  I  think  the  whole  system  is  that  the 
nominations  should  all  be  submitted  to  the  City 
Council,  and  on  minor  offices  the  next  best  sys- 
tem is  to  let  them  go  before  a  committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  President  ot  the  Council  selected  by  a 
majority  of  this  body. 
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The  amendment  under  consideration  was 
adopted. 

The  amendment  empowering  the  committee  to 
rill  vacancies  in  case  the  City  Solicitor  declined 
or  neglected  to  do  so  was  adopted. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  amendment 
to  section  five.,  which  the  committee  reported  in 
the  following  form :    - 

"Sect.  5.  Whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  additional  assistance  is 
temporarily  required  in  the  Law  Department,  the 
said  committee  may,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of 
all  its  members,  engage  suitable  counsel,  and  lix 
the  compensation  therefor;  provided,  however, 
that  no  amount  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars 
in  any  one  year  shall  be  so  expended,  unless  the 
consent  of  the  City  Council  has  been  first  ob- 
tained." 

Mr.  Wharton  ottered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  above: 

"Section  5.  Whenever,  upon  the  representa- 
tion in  writing  of  the  City  Solicitor  that  addi- 
tional assistance  is  temporarily  required  iu  the 
Law  Department,  it  shall  be  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  that  such  assistance  is 
required,  the  said  committee  may  authorize  the 
City  Solicitor  to  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  tne  said  committee,  suitable  counsel,  the  com- 
pensation therefor  to  be  fixed  by  the  said  com- 
mittee; provided,  however,  that  no  amount  ex- 
ceeding three  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year 
shall  be  so  expended  unless  the  consent  of  the 
City  Council  has  been  first  obtained." 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — Perhaps  it  may  seem 
rather  anomalous  to  the  Council  that  a  member 
of  a  committee  should  offer  a  substitute  for  the 
report  of  that  committee.  I  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  absent  from  the  meeting  at  which  this  sub- 
ject was  considered,  and  therefore  had  no  chance 
to  consider  it  or  say  anything  about  it.  If  I  had 
been  at  that  meeting  I  should  have  ottered  the 
substitute  I  now  offer.  I  should  like  to  state  to  the 
Council  exactly  in  what  way  this  amendment  dif- 
fers from  section  5  as  reported  by  the  committee. 
In  the  first  place  there  is  a  clause  inserted  in  the 
amendment  providing  that  every  communication 
asking  for  additional  assistance  for  the  Law  De- 
partment should  come  from  the  City  Solicitor. 
That,  I  think,  is  proper,  because  unless  we  have  a 
communication  to  that  effect  from  the  City 
Solicitor  we  never  can  be  sure  that  the 
Law  Department  is  not  perfectly  competent  to 
deal  with  the  subject  in  hand.  1  think,  further, 
that  the  City  Solicitor  should  be  held  responsible 
in  every  case  for  the  employment  of  additional 
assistance.  I  have  therefore  provided  that  the 
demand  made  by  the  City  Solicitor  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  shall  be  in  writing,  so  that 
it  shall  go  upon  the  records  of  the  committee  and 
speak  for  itself.  There  is  nothing  iu  the  section 
reported  by  the  committee  making  any  such  pro- 
vision as  that.  It  is  entirely  new.  There  is  also 
this  difference  between  the  substitute  and  sec- 
tion 5  as  reported  by  the  committee:  It  is  pro- 
vided in  the  section  reported  by  the  committee 
that  whenever  the  committee  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  an  emergency  has  arisen  requiring  additional 
assistance  in  the  Law  Department,  then  they  shall 
by  vote  employ  such  additional  assistance  as  may 
be  required.  The  substitute  provides  that  after 
the  City  Solicitor  has  made  his  request,  if  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  shall  be  of  opinion  that 
an  emergency  has  arisen  for  additional  assistance 
in  the  Law  Department,  then  they  shall  by  vote 
authorize  the  City  Solicitor  to  appoint  suitable 
counsel,  subject  to  their  approval.  That  is  to  say, 
the  City  Solicitor  has  the  appointment  and  en- 
gagement of  the  counsel,  always  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  committee.  I  offer  that  tor  this 
reason :  The  City  Solicitor  is  the  proper  person  to 
make  an  engagement  of  additional  counsel.  The 
machinery  of  making  contracts  by  means  of  a 
committee  is  very  cumbersome.  One  person  can 
do  it  much  better  than  eight.  The  substitute 
provides  for  all  that  is  desired  by  the  committee, 
by  empowering  the  City  Solicitor  to  make  the 
contract  after  the  committee  have  approved  the 
name  he  proposes,  and  after  they  have  fixed  the 
compensation  they  are  willing  to  allow.  I  would 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  particularly  to 
the  fact  that  beyond  those  two  changes 
there  is  no  difference  between  the  sub- 
stitute and  the  amendment.  The  committee 
still  have  power  to  fix  the  compensation,  and  I 
have  taken  the  pains  also  to  add  the  provision 
contained  in  section  5  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, namely,  that  no  amount  exceeding  §3000  shall 
be  expended  in  any  one  year  unless  the  consent 


of   the    City    Council    shall  thave  been  first  ob- 
tained. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  Council  will  notice  that  the 
changes  suggested  by  my  friend  are  not  very 
great,  but  I  think  on  further  consideration  they 
will  see  that  the  changes  are  not  proposed  in  the 
best  manner.  As  far  as  the  first  point  is  con- 
cerned, that  it  is  best  to  have  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  in  a  written  communication,  I  think 
the  gentleman  may  not  remember  in  what  way 
these  matters  generally  come.  This  cry  for  addi- 
tional assistance  will  come  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  either  from  some  other  committee  or 
board,  or  else  for  the  purpose  of  employing  lob- 
bying agents  at  the  State  House  or  elsewhere, 
those  are  the  two  classes  for  which  these  addi- 
tional counsel  are  to  be  engaged.  Now,  sir,  the 
gentleman  in  front  of  me,  from  Ward  23,  whose 
recent  remarkable  and  fortunate  escape  from 
drowning  is  thankfully  remembered  by  members 
of  the  Council,  and  who  is  engaged' in  the  im- 
provement of  Stony  Brook,  came  before  our  com- 
mittee because  his  committee  wanted  additional 
counsel  to  attend  to  the  necessities  of  that  well- 
known  tributary  to  Charles  River.  It  was  not 
necessary  for  us  to  refer  to  the  City  Solicitor  for 
his  written  opinion  on  the  subject,  because  he 
was  the  counsel  of  the  committee  and  advised 
this  application.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  on  all 
occasions  the  first  question  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances will  put  is,  Cannot  the  City  Solicitoi's 
department  do  this?  I  should  as  soon  make  it 
necessary  to  demand  a  written  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  that  it  is  necessary  to  do 
this  as  I  would  instruct  the  members  of 
this  Council  on  matters  of  ordinary  good  breed- 
ing. It  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  will  first  respectfully  ask  the  City 
Solicitor  if  he  cannot  attend  to  this  matter.  But 
the  real  difference  between  the  substitute  and 
the  report  of  the  committee  is  as  to  the  engage- 
ment of  counsel.  There  I  wish  the  Council  to 
understand  I  take  issue  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11.  He  proposes  that  the  City  Solicitor 
should  appoint  and  make  the  engagement  with 
the  additional  counsel.  1  wish  every  member  of 
this  Council  to  understand  that.  It  is  not  a 
prudent  method  to  put  this  matter  into  the  hands 
of  the  City  Solicitor — not  meaning  the  present 
incumbent— nor  in  the  hands  of  any  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  unless  he  is 
hampered  by  conditions.  Now,  sir,  take  the 
instance  to  which  I  referred  at  the  last 
meeting.  The  City  Solicitor  engaged  special 
counsel  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and  work 
foi%  a  month  and  a  half.  That  gentleman, 
a  worthy  member  of  the  Suffolk  bar,  put  in 
his  bill.  The  Committee  on  Ordinances  were  to 
fix  the  pay  of  that  gentleman, but  did  not  do  it 
until  after  the  services  were  rendered.  We  re- 
ferred the  bill  to  the  City  Solicitor.  It  was  ren- 
dered item  by  item.  The  City  Solicitor  looked  it 
over  and  said  he  did  n't  see  anything  wrong  about 
it.  Yet,  sir,  this  was  a  larger  sum  than  we  pay 
our  Assistant  Solicitor,  and  had  paid  that  same 
gentleman  for  performing  those  duties  while  he 
was  Assistant  City  Solicitor.  As  a  layman  I  say 
it  is  not  well  for  a  body  like  this,  composed  of 
business  men,  to  delegate  to  a  member  of  a  close 
guild  the  power  to  make  bargains  with  members 
of  the  same  guild,  because  it  is  thought  scrupu- 
lous to  make  bargains  with  men  in  the  same  pro- 
fession, which  is  very  different  from  the  manner 
of  conducting  business  by  those  of  us  who  have 
to  knock  about  the  world  m  seaich  of  money.  If 
my  friend  from  Ward  23  will  allow  me  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  matter  again,  iu  this  case  one 
or  two  lawyers  on  the  committee  demurred 
against  going  to  Mr.  Morse  and  making  a 
bargain  in  advance,  but  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23, 
be  it  said  to  his  credit,  said  that  If  the  lawyers 
objected  to  going  to  another  lawyer  and  making 
a  bargain,  he  would  not  be  afraid  to  do  so.  I 
have  no  doubt  he  did  so,  and  that  the  work  was 
well  performed.  For  those  reasons  I  think  the 
Council  should  decline  to  accept  the  professional 
emendations  offered  by  my  friend  from  Ward  11. 
It  is  not  only  to  engage  lawyers  to  attend  to  the 
affairs  of  Stony  Brook,  in  the  legislative  depart- 
ment, or  to  go  and  finht  the  interests  of  the  city 
as  lobbyists^  it  is  unfortunately  a  fact  that  the 
city  of  Boston  is  often  attacked  by  many  persons 
who  do  not  understand  our  interests  as  well  as 
we  think  we  do,  and  we  have  to  employ  some  one 
to  go  to  the  State  House  every  year  and  see  that 
no  ridiculous  acts  are  passed  which  are  going  to 
affect  our  welfare.  I  think  my  friends  who  are 
not  lawyers  will  believe  that  a  committee,  or  even 
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the  whole  Council,  can  just  as  well  pass  upon  the 
peculiar  qualifications  of  a  lobby  agent  as  the 
City  Solicitor  can,  and  in  point  of  fact  we  know 
that  in  the  preceding  year,  when  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  had  the  appointing  power,  subject  to  the 
confirmation  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  he  em- 
ployed persons  fully  as  competent  as  the  member 
of  the  Suffolk  bar. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23 — I  desire  to  state  for  the 
information  of  the  Council  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  that  I  was  appointed  chairman  of 
the  sub-committee  to  take  care  of  tne  interests  of 
the  city  in  the  case  of  the  hearing  before  the  ref- 
erees in  the  Stony  Brook  improvement.  Finally 
the  referees  notified  the  city  of  Boston  that  they 
were  ready  to  hear  the  case.  The  city  appeared 
with  its  sub-committee  and  Mr.  Healy,  the  City 
Solicitor.  To  the  surprise  of  the  committee  and 
Mr.  Healy,  the  demand  of  the  Boston  Belting 
Company  from  the  city  of  Boston  was  for  half 
a  million  dollars.  We  sat  there  quivering  —  I 
must  confess  I  did.  Mr.  Healy,  the  City 
Solicitor,  managed  it  like  a  hero,  but 
this  large  sum  of  money  unexpectedly  demanded 
of  the  city  for  this  improvement  was  a  surprise 
to  the  committee  and  to  Mr.  Healy.  Being  there 
the  chairman  of  a  small  sub-committee  of  three 
to  take  care  of  this  great  interest  in  behalf  of  the 
city,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  call  in  additional  legal 
advice,  and  my  opinion  was  that  additional  legal 
advice  should  come  from  people  who  knew  the 
circumstances  in  relation  to  this  matter;  and  of 
all  the  lawyers  in  Boston,  in  my  opinion  at  that 
moment,  the  one  most  competent  to  give  that  ad- 
vice was  the  Hon.  R.  M.  Morse,  Jr.,  who  was  one 
of  the  commissioners  under  the  town  of  West 
Roxbury  in  this  matter,  and  knew  as  much  about 
Stony  Brook  as  I  do  myself.  I  whispered  to  the 
City  Solicitor  and  asked  his  consent  that  on  the 
next  day  we  should  have  Mr.  Morse  for  additional 
advice. "  Mr.  Healy  approved  of  it.  A  member  of 
this  sub-committee  with  me  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  He  said  there  was 
going  to  be  a  meeting  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  at  ten  o'clock  the  next  day; 
that  he  would  call  the  matter  before  the  commit- 
tee and  have  them  approve  our  action.  Mr. 
Morse  was  employed  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  a  certain  day,  and  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances were  to  meet  on  that  day.  They  did  meet, 
and  I  came  up  to  City  Hall  to  see  my  associates 
and  whether  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  had 
approved  our  action.  He  said  they  had  not: 
there  was  just  a  quorum,  including  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  who  did  n't  approve  the  sanc- 
tioning of  that  transaction  of  granting  this  addi- 
tional legal  assistance  unless  he  knew  how  much 
it  was  going  to  cost.  As  I  understood  it,  the  rest 
of  the  committee  were  in  favor  of  granting  the 
assistance  without  this  obstruction  in  the  way, 
and  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  left  the  meet- 
ing there  was  no  quorum,  and  nothing  was  done. 
But  on  the  following  day  there  was  a  quorum  and 
a  full  meeting  of  the  committee,  I  believe,  and  as 
I  udderstood  it  was  unanimously  passed.  I  went 
into  the  committee  room  on  the  first  day  and 
he  gave  me  his  objection  to  concurring  with  his 
associates  on  the  committee,  and  I  thought  it  was 
quite  wise,  because  I  thought  you  could  make  a 
trade  with  a  lawyer  as  you  could  make  a  trade 
with  a  man  for  a  box  of  oranges  or  a  yoke  of  oxen. 
The  lawyers  said  it  was  not  customary  for  them 
to  go  and  say,  "How  much  will  you  go  and  fight 
the  Boston  Belting  Company  for?"  The  next 
question  would  be,  "How  long  have  I  got  to 
work?"  It  might  be  one  day  or  two  days,  and  it 
might  be  a  month.  So  I  desired  with  Mr.  Whit- 
more  that  there  might  be  a  bargain  made  with 
Mr.  Morse  as  to  how  much  he  would  charge  a  day. 
But  the  lawyers  associated  with  me  did  not  see 
fit  to  go  to  go  to  Mr.  Morse  and  ask  what  he 
would  work  for,  and  I  told  Mr.  Whitmore  I  would 
go  and  see  him.  But  one  of  my  associates  told 
me  he  had  seen  Mr.  Whitmore  and  there  was  no 
necessity  for  making  a  trade  with  Mr.  Morse.  I 
don't  know  what  his  bill  was.  I  hope  it  was  light 
«n  ough.    He  did  us  good  service. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  am  in  favor  of  this 
amendment.  It  seems  to  me  the  substitute  is  an 
improvement  upon  the  report  of  the  committee 
in  several  respects.  In  the  first  place,  I  approve 
its  method.  This  Government  is  composed  of 
many  departments,  among  which  is  the  Law  De- 
partment. The  various  departments  have  occa- 
sion to  consult  the  Law  Department  and  hand 
their  business  over  to  it.  The  Law  Department 
should  be  the  first  to  know  whether  it  is  crowded. 
It  should  indicate  when  it  is  overcrowded.    It  is 


highly  proper  that  the  Law  Department  should 
send  some  formal  communication  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  to  show  that  it  has  more 
work  than  it  can  do.  In  the  second  place,  the 
substitute  is  necessary  in  order  to  have  our  ordi- 
nances consistent.  As  it  stands  now,  the  City 
Solicitor  appoints  his  permanent  assistants  and 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  confirm  them. 
The  City  Solicitor  appoints  to  fill  vacancies 
and  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  confirm.  In 
cases  where  extra  assistance  is  required,  why 
should  not  the  City  Solicitor  nominate  his  assist- 
ants and  have  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  con- 
firm them?  If  the  method  is  good  in  the  case  of 
permanent  assistants,  if  it  is  good  in  case  of  va- 
cancies, why  should  it  not  be  good  in  case  extra 
assistance  is  needed  ?    In  the  third  place,  in  re- 

fard  to  compensation,  I  have  not  the  amendment 
efore  me,  but  I  believe  there  is  no  greater  dis- 
advantage in  regard  to  compensation  than  is 
provided  in  the  section  submitted  by  the  commit- 
tee. As  I  recollect  the  substitute  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11,  the  compensation"  is  as 
completely  under  the  control  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordiuances  as  it  is  under  the  section  submit- 
ted by  the  committee.  In  both  cases  the  commit- 
tee have  complete  control  of  the  compensation. 
They  can  make  their  trade  with  any  extra  lawyer 
nominated  by  the  City  Solicitor  and  confirmed  by 
them,  just  as  well  as  they  can  under  the  provision 
reported  by  them.  It  is  perfectly  proper  that  the 
matter  of  compensation  should  be  under  the 
charge  of  the  committee.  Lawyers  are  rather 
delicate  about  speaking  upon  pecuniary  matters, 
and  perhaps  that  is  the  reason  they  are  so  impe- 
cunieus.  But  it  the  committee  see  fit  to  enforce 
their  rights,  they  can  make  their  trade  with  the 
lawyers  as  well  under  the  substitute  as  under  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Swift— I  am  in  favor  of  the  substitute  offer- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  for  the  reasons 
so  conclusively  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10,  which  were  the  very  reasons  I  was  about 
to  give  myself.  It  is  only  necessary  to  say  in  ad- 
dition that  this  power  which  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  would  acquire,  if  the  report  of  the 
committee  were  adopted,  would  be  an  extraordi- 
nary one.  It  gives  them  power  to  employ  coun- 
sel whenever  in  their  opinion  it  is  necessary,  with- 
out consulting  the  Law  Department  at  all.  This  is 
a  very  extraordinary  power.  It  gives  them  power 
to  assist  the  City  Solicitor  in  his  work  whether  he 
wants  assistance  or  not.  If  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  happened  to  think  that  somebody 
they  can  select  could  manage  a  certain  case  bet- 
ter than  the  Law  Department  of  the  city  can,  they 
would  have  a  perfect  right  to  employ  extra  coun- 
sel without  consulting  the  City  Solicitor.  I  don't 
say  they  would  do  it,  hut  they  would  have  a  per- 
fect right  to  do  so  if  this  ordinance  were  passed. 
I  am  very  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  bear  wit- 
ness that  since  I  have  been  thrown  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  in  the  City  Government,  I 
have  seen  constant  evidence  that  he  has  never 
shirked  either  work  or  responsibility,  and  his 
wish  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  committee 
of  which  he  is  chairman,  on  the  part 
of  this  body,  is  quite  consistent  with  his 
usual  energy  and  public  spirit.  But  I 
really  think  this  extreme  power  had  better 
not  be  lodged  in  that  committee,  however  able. 
In  the  first  place  we  cannot  be  sure  that  the  com- 
mittee will  always  be  as  able  as  it  is  now,  and 
even  if  it  were  it  seems  to  me  a  matter  of  common 
sense  that  the  City  Solicitor  ought  to  know  when 
he  has  i»ore  work  then  he  can  do,  and  requires 
outside  assistance.  The  objects  the  committee 
apparently  have  in  view  in  recommending  this 
amendment  seem  to  be  fully  satisfied  by  the  sub- 
stitute of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  which 
sufficiently  guards  the  exercise  of  the  power  of 
employing  extra  counsel  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  have  listened  very 
carefully  to  the  remarks  which  have  been  made 
here  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
must  be  something  wrong  in  the  City  Solicitor's 
Department  that  he  employs  men  who  do  not 
earn  their  money.  For  this  reason  I  hope  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  committee  will  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— The  remarks  of  my  friend 
would  seem  to  imply  that  he  does  not  understand 
the  provision  of  section  5  as  it  now  stands.  He 
thinks  the  City  Solicitor  ought  to  be  the  judge 
whether  there  is  an  emergency  for  the  employ- 
ment of  additional  counsel.  This  is  not  in  his 
mind.  It  is  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to 
determine  whether  it  is  necessary  to  employ  ad- 
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ditional  counsel.  Now,  sir,  when  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  employ  additional  counsel  at  the  State 
House,  he  came  before  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances and  said  he  wanted  the  Mayor  and  the 
committee  to  decide  that  there  was  an  emergency 
requiring  additional  counsel,  without  saying  who 
was  to  be  emDloyed;  and  the  Mayor  and  the  com- 
mittee had  to  decide  the  question.  Then  the 
City  Solicitor  goes  oft  and  employs  an  assist- 
ant, not  to  take  care  of  cases  in  court, 
but  to  go  up  to  the  State  House.  Then, 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  having  decided 
that  there  was  an  emergency,  they  had  to  de- 
cide upon  the  question  of  compensation.  Now, 
what  we  ask  is,  that  if  we  decide  there  is  an  emer- 
gency, we  shall  have  the  employment  of  the  man 
and  the  fixing  of  his  compensation.  Probably  the 
only  case  we  shall  have  will  be  the  employment 
of  counsel  to  help  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters.  We  shall  ask  the  Legislative  Committee 
who  they  want  to  represent  them  at  the  State 
House,  for  they  are  the  best  judges;  just  as  I  say 
that  my  friend  from  Ward  23  was  best  fitted  to 
judge  who  he  wanted  to  assist  him  in  the  Stony 
Brook  hearing.  There  is  no  necessity  for  this  red 
tape  to  get  the  written  consent  of  the  City  Solic- 
itor, then  go  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
and  get  their  approval,  then  have  the  City  Solic- 
itor appoint,  and  have  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances confirm  the  appointment  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation. The  Committee  on  Ordinances  are  a 
responsible  body.  If  any  ccmmittee  of  this 
City  Government  comes  before  them  and  says 
"We  want  a  responsible  person  to  assist 
ns,  that  committee  will  be  ready  to  determine 
that  there  is  an  emergency,  if  there  appears  to 
be  one.  Therefore  I  hope  the  ordinance  will  be 
passed  as  reported. 

Mr.  Swift — I  am  very  glad  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  has  made  the  explanation  he  has  just 
made,  because  I  believe  the  objects  of  the  com- 
mittee as  he  explains  them  are  fully  carried  out 
by  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11.  By  that  amendment  the  commit- 
tee are  to  judge  of'  the  necessity  and  expediency 
of  employing  extra  counsel,  and  any  appointment 
of  extra  counsel  made  by  the  City  Solicitor  will  be 
subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  The  only  difference  is  that  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  the  motion  does  not  come 
in  the  first  place  from  the  City  Solicitor,  but  im- 
mediately from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
who  can  act  without  any  reference  to  the  Law 
Department.  In  order  to  treat  the  Law  Depart- 
ment with  due  respect,  it  seems  only  proper 
that  when  any  committee  of  this  City  Govern- 
ment wish  toemploy  extra  counsel,  they  should 
first  go  to  the  City  Solicitor  and  ask  his  advice 
whether  the  department  is  able  to  attend  to  it; 
and  if  the  Law  Department  recommend  extra 
assistance,  then  they  should  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  to  obtain  it.  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  proper  for  the  Committee  on  Water  or 
Stony  Brook  to  have  power  to  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  ana  employ  extra  counsel,  in- 
volving the  city  in  extra  expense,  without  first 
going  to  the  Law  Department  and  seeing  whether 
extra  counsel  should  be  employed. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary 
to  say  much  more  upon  this  subject,  but  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  or  two  in  answer  to  some  suggestions 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4.  There  has  been  a 
great  deal  of  confusion  upon  this  question.  The 
simple  procedure  in  the  matter  as  1  have  offered 
it,  is  that  whenever  additional  assistance  is  re- 
quired by  the  Law  Department, — and  I  will  say, 
in  parenthesis,  that  the  City  Solicitor  is  the  only 
person  to  determine  that;  if  he  thinks  in  his  own 
mind  that  his  department  is  not  fie  to  carry  a  mat- 
ter through,  then  he  is  the  only  person  fit  to  make 
a  representation  of  that  fact — he  then  sends  a 
written  notice  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
that  additional  counsel  is  needed.  That  is  all  that 
comes  from  the  City  Solicitor  so  far.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  said  that  the  City 
Solicitor  gives  his  opinion.  I  want  to  cor- 
rect the  impression  that  might  create  in  the 
Council.  He  gives  no  legal  opinion  whatever.  He 
merely  says  that  to  his  own  mind  an  emergency 
has  arisen  for  additional  assistance  in  his  de- 
partment. That  is  all.  Well,  that  written  notice 
from  the  City  Solicitor  is  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  who  can  consider  the  ques- 
tion as  long  as  they  like,  and  call  in  as  many  peo- 
ple as  they  choose  to  hear  their  opinion  up"on  it. 
After  they  have  considered  it  they  can  come  to  a 
conclusion;  and  if  they  conclude  that  additional 
assistance  is  needed  in  the  LawDepartment,what 


do  they  do  then?  They  say  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
You  can  get  additional  assistance,  but  we  must 
approve  the  man  you  appoint,  and  fix  his  com- 
pensation; moreover,  we  will  not  give  any  man 
compensation  which  exceeds  $3000.  The  City  So- 
licitor then  submits  the  name  or  names  to  the 
committee,  who  approve  or  disapprove,  and  then 
thev  are  to  fix  the  compensation,  know- 
ing" whether  the  appointee  is  fully  compe- 
tent to  deal  with  the  subject.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  has  dwelt  upon  the 
fact  that  this  substitute  is  less  economical  in  its 
working  than  the  method  of  appointment  by  the 
committee  itself,  and  instances  the  case  that  hap- 
pened before  the  committee  this  year  when  ad- 
ditional counsel  was  employed  to  "go  before  the 
Legislature.  To  my  mind  it  is  very  unfortunate 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  brought  up 
that  instance,  because  it  reflects  on  nobody  but 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  We  were  derelict 
in  our  duty,  and  were  ashamed  of  it  when  we  re- 
flected upon  it.  In  that  case  the  City  Solicitor 
said  he  wanted  additional  assistance;  ail  we  could 
do  under  the  existing  ordinance  was  to  determine 
that  an  emergency  had  arisen  and  authorize  him 
to  make  the  appointment.  We  had  power  to  fix 
the  compensation.  We  did  not  know  who  was 
going  to  be  appointed,  and  could  not  compel  the 
City  Solicitor  to  disclose  the  name.  We  ought 
to  have  said  then  and  there  what  we  intended  to 
give  the  additional  counsel,  but  we  did  not  do  it, 
and  there  is  no  reflection  upon  anybody 
but  the  committee.  The  City  Solicitor  went 
out  and  got  a  man  to  do  the  work  before  the 
Legislature,  as  he  was  empowered  to  do,  and  told 
him  to  charge  as  any  lawyer  would.  I  remember 
what  was  said  at  the  meeting  of  the  committee — 
Wait  until  the  work  is  done  and  we  will  see  what 
has  been  done.  But  we  will  never  do  that  again.  I 
hope  our  successors  on  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, when  they  see  how  we  were  entrapped  in 
that  case,  will  take  care  never  to  be  caught  in  the 
same  way  again.  There  is  no  reason  why,  under 
the  substitute  I  have  offered,  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  should  not  fix  the  compensation  im- 
mediately when  the  name  is  given.  They  ought 
to  do  it,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  dc  so.  They  can 
then  know  exactly  who  is  to  be  appointed"  and 
what  he  ought  to  receive. 

Mr.  Bailey— My  friend  from  Ward  11  has  called 
attention  to  the  practical  working  of  his  amend- 
ment. I  don't  think  he  has  gone  quite  far  enough 
and  shown  exactly  what  the  work  is.  I  will  take 
the  example  of  "my  friend  from  Ward  23,  who 
desired  special  counsel.  If  the  substitute  of  my 
ITiend  from  Ward  11  was  in  force,  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23  would  have  to  go  to  the  City  Solic- 
itor and  get  him  to  mate  a  written  representa- 
tion that  additional  services  were  required;  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  would  have  to  meet, 
determine  that  an  exigency  has  arisen,  and  notify 
the  City  Solicitor  of  that  fact;  the  City  Solicitor 
has  got  to  call  together  the  committee  represent- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23,  consult  with 
them,  make  his  appointment,  call  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  together,  and  ask  them  to  confirm 
that  appointment  and  fix  the  compensation. 
That  is  the  practical  working  of  the  substitute  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11.  Suppose  the  City  So- 
licitor does  not  think  there  is  an  emergency,  but 
that  he  is  nerfectly  competent,  and  my  triend 
from  Ward  23  still  thinks  there  should  be  some 
redress.  He  cannot  come  before  any  committee 
to  get  special  counsel  without  the  written  con- 
sent of  the  City  Solicitor.  There  is  nobody  to 
stand  between  any  committee  who  wants  extra 
counsel  and  the  City  Solicitor.  It  rests  entirely 
with  the  City  Solicitor  to  employ  extra  counsel. 
Now,  under  the  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
tee, my  friend  from  Ward  3  would  say  they  want 
to  employ  this  special  man;  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances would  invite  him  and  the  City  Solicitor 
to  come  before  them;  the  Solicitor  would  state 
his  objection,  and  my  friend  from  Ward  23  would 
state  his,  and  when  the  matter  was  settled  by  that 
tribunal  that  would  be  an  end  of  it.  Whereas, 
under  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from  Ward  11 
there  will  have  to  be  a  written  communication 
from  the  City  Solicitor  and  three  commit- 
tee meetings  to  settle  it.  If  the  Council 
desire  to  have  all  this  machinery  they  will 
adopt  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from"  Ward 
11.  But  if  they  wish  a  simple  mode  of  procedure, 
they  will  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  want  to  strike  while  the  iron  is 
hot,  and  say  a  word  iu  answer  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4.  He  intimates  that  my  amendment 
will  clog  the  business,  that  any  committee  who 
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wants  additional  counsel  has  to  go  to  the  City  So- 
licitor tirst  and  send  his  opinion  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances.  That  is  right.  But  how  does 
it  clog  business  any  more  than  when  recommend- 
ed by  the  committee.  It  does  not  in  any  way. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  himself  said  we 
never  in  such  a  case  as  that  would  do  anything 
until  we  consulted  the  City  Solicitor.  We  would 
do  it  in  every  case. 

Mr.  Bailey— Is  not  there  a  difference  between 
my  friend  from  Ward  23  coming  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  asking  the  City  Solicitor  to  serve  |a 
written  notice  on  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
that  there  is  a  necessity  for  employing  additional 
counsel,  and  having  them  come  directly  to  the 
committee  and  saying  so? 

Mr.  Wharton— It  is  only  in  a  degree.  There  is 
no  practical  difference  whatever.  The  gentleman 
knows  he  has  to  send  a  note  to  the  City  Solicitor 
when  he  is  consulting  them,  and  he  does  not  get 
an  opinion  then  and  there.  The  City  Solicitor 
must  have  time  to  consider  it;  it  is  splitting  hairs 
to  say  there  is  any  difference  between  the  con- 
dition of  things  that  would  result  from  adopting 
the  substitute  or  the  report  of  the  committee. 
There  is  no  difference  whatever,  practically,  in  the 
matter  of  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  the 
main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Wharton's  substitute  was  lost — 21  for,  25 
against. 

Section  P,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  was 
adopted. 

All  the  recommendations  of  the  committee 
havinn  been  adopted,  and  the  ordinance  passed, 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

NEW  MAIN  FROM  CHESTNUT  HILL  RESERVOIR. 

Mr.  G-reenough  of  Ward  9  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  eight  o'clock,  viz. — 

Orders  to  rescind  the  order,  to  apply  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  appropriation  for  a  new 
main  pipe  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  to  the 
city,  toward  the  expense  of  laying  pipes,  etc.; 
and  providing  that  so  much  of  the  appropriation 
of  $280,000  as  will  not  be  required  to  meet  con- 
tracts for  main  pipes  may  be  expended  in  laying 
said  main  pipes,  etc. 

The  orders  were  passed  in  concurrence — yeas 
52,  nays  0.  Mr.  Greenough  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

PROPOSED  NEW   MAIN     TO   MYSTIC  PUMPING  -  STA- 
TION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  he  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Water  consider  the  expediency  of 
laying  a  new  main  pipe  from  Chestnut  Hill  Res- 
ervoir to  the  Mystic  pumping-station  at  Medford. 
Passed.  Mr.  Bailey  moved  a  reconsideration 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  8V4  o'clock,  being  the  choice  of  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  on  the 
part  of  John  A.  Kidney,  resigned.  Mr.  Fisher 
submitted  a  report  nominating  James  G.  Free- 
man. Accepted  and  an  election  ordered.  Com- 
mittee—Messrs. Fisher  of  Ward  24,  Greenough  of 
Ward  9,  and  Welch  of  Ward  7. 

Whole  number  of  votes 49 

Necessary  for  a  choice  ....25 

James  G.  Freeman  had 36 

Thomas  H.Devlin 8 

John  B.  Fitzpatrick 2 

Edward  Dixon 2 

James  Christal 1 

Mr.  Freeman  was  elected,    Notice  sent  up 

EXAMINERS   OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Anthony  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  Council  non-concurred  in  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  order 
for  the  appointment  of  three  examiners  of  build- 
ings in  which  operatives  are  employed. 

Mr.  Anthony— I  hope  the  motion  will  prevail. 
At  the  last  meeting,  when  this  matter  was 
brought  up,  it  was  not  fully  explained.  If  it  is 
reconsidered  I  will  endeavor  to  explain  it  so  that 
the  members  can  act  intelligently  upon  it. 

Mr.  Coe  raised  the  point  of  order  as  to  whether 
Mr.  Anthony  was  eligible  to  make  the  motion. 

The  President— Will  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
19  be  kind  enough  to  state  whether  he  voted  for 
or  against  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  object  to  the  form  in  which 
the  inquiry  is  made.  It  seems  to  me  it  should  be 
bv  vote  of  the  Council,  on    the   motion  of  some 


gentleman  that  the  gentleman  be  requested  to 
state  how  he  voted.  The  question  is  one  which 
the  gentleman  is  not  compelled  to  answer  except 
upon  a  command  from  the  Council.  I  would 
suggest  that  the  Chair  put  the  inquiry  in  the 
form  of  a  motion  and  that  the  Council  pass  upon 
it. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  rule  that  it  is  the 
right  of  any  member  to  raise  an  objection  that 
the  rules  of  the  Council  are  not  in  force.  The 
Chair  will  also  rule  that  it  must  affirmatively 
appear  that  the  gentleman  who  moved  the  recon- 
sideration voted  with  the  majority.  Of  course 
the  gentleman  can  answer  or  not.  If  he  cannot 
answer  it  in  that  way,  the  Chair  will  rule  that  he 
cannot  make  the  motion. 

(See  later  in  the  proceedings.) 

SUMMER    VACATION. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider  the  passage 
of  the  order  for  the  summer  vacation,  and  on  his 
motion,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

auditor's  exhibit. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  July  1  (City  Doc.  97), 
was  received  and  sent  up. 

Total  appropriations,  transfers  and  credits, 
$14,295,265.25;  expended,  $2,650,463.91;  balance  un- 
expended, $11,554,802.34. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Greenough — Petition  of  Nathan  Apple- 
ton,  that  the  pleasure  boats  on  the  Public  Gar- 
den Pond  may  be  used  on  Sundays.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5— Petitions  in  favor  of 
the  appointment  of  Harriet  A.  Bolan,  and  Alex- 
ander Southworth  as  superintendent  of  Charles 
River  Bridge.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  to  Nominate  Superintendents  of 
Bridges.    Sent  up. 

LAYING    OF    WATER    PIPES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Committee  on  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in 
relation  to  water,  having  considered  the  subject, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying ordinance,  it  being  a  new  draft  of  the 
one  which  was  referred  to  them. 

For  the  Committee. 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 
An  Ordinance 

To  amend  an  Ordinance  in  Relation  to  Water. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Section  6  of  the  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  water,  printed  on  page  959  of  the  edition 
of  Statutes  and  Ordinances  for  1876,  is  hereby 
amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words: 

"Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to 
apply  to  expenditures  by  said  Water  Board  for 
laying  pipe." 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  that 
the  order  might  be  passed.  He  said  the  custom 
of  the  Water  Board  had  been  to  lay  the  water 
pipes  under  the  charge  of  their  own  superin- 
tendent, and  if  it  was  right  to  make  a  special  ex- 
ception in  this  case,  it  was  right  to  do  it  for  all 
time. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  ordinance  in  a 
new  draft  was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— i  think  perhaps  the 
explanation  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  ought  to  be  somewhat  supplemented.  The  sec- 
tion of  the  ordinance  which  this  is  designed  to 
amend  provides  that  no  contract  or  purchase  ex- 
ceeding $10,000  shall  be  made  without  advertising 
for  contracts,  and  the  ordinary  rule  is  that  when 
they  lay  a  section  of  pipe  costing  more  than  $10,- 
000,  it  comes  under  this  ordinance,  although  it 
allows  them  to  lay  a  great  deal  more  than  that 
amount  of  pipe  in  separate  streets.  But  when 
they  have  a  long  main,  it  comes  under  this  ordi- 
nance, and  we  are  obliged  to  make  a  contract  or 
an  exception.  So  instead  of  making  this  separate 
provision  for  this  particular  pipe,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  decided  to  make  a  general 
amendment. 

The  ordinance  was  passed.  Mr.  Greenough 
moved  a  reconsideration  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

INSPECTION  OF  VINEGAR. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  in  regard  to  providing  for  the  pay 
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merit  of  the  Inspector  of  Vinegar,  appointed  un- 
der chapter  113  of  the  acts  of  1880,  having  consid- 
ered the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

By  the  statute  above  referred  to,  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  are  required  to  appoint  one  or  more  In- 
spectors of  Vinegar,  but  no  provision  is  made  for 
the  payment  of  said  inspectors,  either  by  salaries 
or  fees.  The  extent  of  the  work  to  be  performed 
is  as  yet  a  matter  of  conjecture,  and  it  would  be, 
perhaps,  unwise,  therefore,  to  fix  the  compensa- 
tion for  the  same  by  ordinance.  It  is  understood 
that  one  inspector  has  already  been  appointed, 
and,  therefore,  some  provision  must  be  made  for 
his  payment.  It  is  yet  unknown  whether  any 
other  appointments  will  be  made  this  year.  The 
committee  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  orders. 

For  the  Committee. 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  one  Inspector  of 
Vinegar  be  andjthe  same  is  hereby  established, 
until  otherwise  ordered,  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per 
annum,  beginning  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1880, 
payable  monthly,  subject  to  the  deduction  of  any 
and  all  sums  due  from  such  officer  to  the  city. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
instructed  to  consider  and  report  what,  if  any, 
changes  are  required  in  the  law  relating  to  the 
inspection  of  vinegar. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  gentleman  who  had  been 
appointed  had  been  at  work  more  or  less  for  the 
last  two  or  three  months,  and  tha  committee  had 
been  somewhat  remiss  in  fixing  the  salary.  On 
his  motion  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  orders 
were  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

BATHING  IN  PONDS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  as  to  whether 
any  ordinance  is  needed  to  prevent  bathing  in 
ponds  within  the  city  limits,  having  given  the 
subject  their  attention,  would  respectfully  re- 
port that  in  their  opinion  it  would  be  inexpedient 
to  adopt  such  an  ordinance,  for  the  rea- 
son that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
there  is  a  question  as  to  the  power  of  the  city  to 
pas's  such  an  ordinance,  and  also  that  the  exist- 
ing statutes  relating  to  indecent  exposure  of  the 
person  and  to  prevent  pollution  of  sources  of 
water  supply  for  cities  and  towns  are  sufficient, 
if  properly  enforced,  to  regulate  abuses  in  the 
matter  of  "bathing,  as  referred  to  in  the  order. 
For  the  Committee. 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

CODIFICATION  OF  THE  ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  the  special  assignment 
for  8%  o'clock,  viz.,  majority  and  minority  re- 
ports on  the  codification  of  the  citv  ordinances. 
(City  Doc.  92.) 

The  minority  report  was  substituted  for  that  of 
the  majority. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  resolve  and  orders 
appended  to  the  minority  report  may  be 
passed.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  second 
resolve  on  page  9,  in  regard  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  printed  scheme.  The  appen- 
dix was  printed  as  a  sample,  and  the  resolve  was 
so  worded  that  it  might  seem  the  Council  had 
approved  it  without  consideration.  That  was  not 
my  intention  at  all. 

The  second  resolve,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Whit- 
more was  stricken  out. 

The  question  came  upon  ordering  to  a  second 
reading  the  remaining  resolves  and  orders  of  the 
minority  report. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  hope  that  this  order  will  not  be 
adopted.  The  last  revision  of  the  Ordinances  was 
in  1876,  four  years  ago.  That  is  one  reason  why  I 
consider  this  revision  premature.  In  the  second 
place  there  is  now  pending  before  the  Legislature, 
under  chapter  40  of  this  year,  a  revision  of  the 
existing  laws  of  Massachusetts  to  be  put  in  the 
same  form  the  General  Statutes  are  at  present. 
Now,  as  I  understand  the  proposition  of  the 
minority  report  it  is  that  the  volume  of  Ordinances 
should  be  printed  separately  from  the  volume  of 
statutes.  But,  of  course,  those  ordinances  would 
be  of  no  service  whatever  to  anybody  consulting 
them,  unless  reference  was  made  to  the  statutes 
upon  which  they  are  founded  Now,  if  the  commit- 
tee are  to  draw  up  a  volume  of  ordinances,  as  pro- 
posed, we  cannot  make  any  reference  to  the 
statutes  at  all,  as  we  would  not  know  what  chap- 


ter the  commissioners  would  put  the  particular 
statute  under  to  which  it  refers.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose anybody  would  say  there  should  be  a  codifi- 
cation of  the  ordinances  unless  there  is  some  ref- 
erence to  the  laws.  Almost  all  tne  ordinances  are 
founded  upon  some  sta'ute.  Take  the  ordinances 
upon  health,  it  will  be  necessary  under  the  propo- 
sition of  the  minority  to  take  them  out  and  print 
them  alone,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  any 
reference  to  the  statute,  because  the  revision  of 
the  statutes  will  not  be  finished  for  a  year  at  any 
rate.  Therefore,  the  publication  of  a  volume  of  or- 
dinances by  themselves  will  be  absolutely  futile 
at  the  present  time.  Let  us  wait  until  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes  are  out  and  then  we  can  make  our 
revision  of  the  ordinances  with  proper  references 
to  the  statutes.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
proposition  of  the  minority  may  not  be 
necessary  at  some  time,  but  we  must  make 
our  references  to  tne  statute.",  and  it  will 
he  impossible  to  do  that  unless  we  wait  a 
year  or  more.  Furthermore,  I  do  not  think  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  is  the  proper  body  to 
make  such  a  revision.  It  maybe  said  that  the 
revision  will  be  a  very  simple  one;  but  it  is  pro- 
posed to  take  out  some  of  the  obsolete  ordinances 
and  make  changes  here  and  there  in  existing  ordi- 
nances, and  put  in  absolutely  new  sections.  The 
Committee  on  Ordinances  is  noc  a  competent  body 
to  do  that.  We  are  all  occupied  and  have  not  the 
time  to  give.  Those  of  us  who  are  lawyers  are 
mostly  young  men,  and  I  do  not  think  young  men 
without  any  experience  in  drawing  ordinances  or 
statutes  are  competent  to  make  any  such  revision 
as  this.  When  the  proper  time  comes  the  revi- 
sion should  be  made  by  commissioners  of  knowl- 
edge and  experience  especially  appointed  for  the 
purpose.  Perhaps  it  would  ba  well  to  form  a 
committee  composed  partly  of  heads  of  depart- 
ments, and  partly  of  experienced  lawyers.  The  re- 
vision should  not  be  d  ne  hastily.  If  it  was  given 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  that  would  result 
in  one  or  two  gentlemen  doing  it  entirelv,  be- 
cause the  others  have  not  the  time  to  devote  to  it. 
We  are  only  given  from  the  present  time  until  the 
first  of  October,  and  it  is  impossible  to  do  a  work 
of  this  kind  in  that  time.  We  cannot  give  out- 
whole  time  to  it.  As  I  have  said,  it  will  result  in 
one  or  two  gentlemen  doing  it,  and  bringing  it 
into  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  The  commit- 
tee wall  accept  it  through  ignorance,  be- 
cause they  are  not  able  to  meet  the  arguments 
of  the  gentlemen  who  have  studied  the  matter 
and  brought  the  subject  before  them.  Therefore, 
I  say  we  should  wait.  There  is  no  great  hurry 
about  it.  It  is  only  four  years  since  the  last  re- 
vision. It  will  be  only  a  year  before  the  new 
statutes  will  be  out,  and  then  we  will  know  what 
obsolete  statutes  they  have  struck  out,  and  what 
obsolete  ordinances  we  may  strike  out. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  am  not  going  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Council  on  this  matter  much  longer. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  was  not  here  at  the 
last  meeting.  The  Council  will  find  that  I  did 
him  full  justice,  because  I  stated  what  would  be 
likely  to  be  said  by  him  if  he  were  here.  I  do  not 
wish  to  take  the  gentleman  at  his  own  estimate. 
WorkiDg  with  hfm  on  the  committee,  I  have 
found  him  capable  of  doing  the  work,  and  I  think 
he  undervalues  his  own  lesources  and  experience. 
One  reason  why  I  wish  it  done  now  is  because 
I  think  we  have  an  exceptional  Committee  on 
ordinances,  except  myself.  One  or  two  of  us 
may  not  be  here  next  year,  and  we  cannot  do  it. 
Dropping  all  the  modesty  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11,1  hope  you  will  vote  to  put  the  commit- 
tee on  the  changes.  The  gentleman  states  that 
the  ordinances  are  founded  upon  the  statutes.  It 
is  very  true  we  have  a  large  volume  containing 
both  the  statutes  and  ordinances.  Undoubtedly 
we  will  require  another  volume  in  two  or  three 
years,  but  we  must  wait  for  that  until  we  get  the 
new  statutes.  The  statutes  cannot  be  revised 
now.  The  ordinances  never  have  been  revised. 
The  gentleman  talks  about  the  revision  being 
done  Uy  a  commission.  That  big  volume  was 
done  by  one  man— Mr.  Bugbee.  It  is  a  i  .ii^-  thing 
to  look  at,  but  it  is  not  much  work  at  all.  The 
appropriation  of  $300  is  intended  to  put  the  mat- 
ter in  the  hands  ot  some  competent,  lawyer, who  in 
three  months  will  tell  us  what  we  want  to  know, 
The  fact  is,  there  are  two  things  to  be  done.  One  is 
to  revise  the  ordinances  passed  by  the  city  and  the 
other  is  to  cull  out  all  those  statutes  that  should 
be  bound  up  in  that  big  volume,  The  two  things 
are  entirely  different.  When  we  have  done  our 
work  this  year  and  gone  overour  ordinances,  next 
year  we  can  turn  tnem  over  to  our  city  solicitor, 
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or  any  coinmi-sion  of  lawyers,  and  say,  gentle- 
men there  are  our  ordinances,  now  please  cull  out 
all  the  statutes  bearing-  on  those  points.  What  I 
am  pleading  for  now  is  the  necessity  of  doing  this 
work  now.  There  are  many  ordinances  contain- 
ing sections  that  need  to  be  repealed.  Take  tor 
example  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  law  de- 
partment. It  is  full  of  trivialities.  It  defines  the 
duties  of  an  office  boy,  and  how  a  clerk  lor  the 
City  Solicitor's  department  sin  11  be  hired.  I  say 
you  should  put  your  department  in  charge  of  a 
City  Solicitor  in  two  or  three  sections,  and  hold 
him  responsible  for  it.  It  is  belittling  the  City 
Council  to  pass  such  ordinances.  1  think  no 
one  can  do  the  revision  so  well  as  a  committee 
from  your  own  body,  composed  of  working  mem- 
bers, who  can  get  the  ordinances  in  proper  form 
and  cut  out  the  trivialties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  II,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

The  resolves  and  orders  were  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  rule  was  suspended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more,  and  the  resolves  and  orders  were  passed. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Sent  up. 

EAST  CHfcsTER  PARK  EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  upon  the  expe- 
diency of  commencing  the  work  of  grading  East 
Chester  Park  between  Albany  street  ana  Five 
Corners,  so  called,  in  Dorchester,  during  the 
present  municipal  year.  Passed.  Mr.  Sawyer 
of  Ward  24  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.     Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  G  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  order  in  relation 
to  the  subject  of  wages  of  the  city  laborers, 
passed  May  27,  as  relates  to  the  classification  of 
labor  and  the  grading  of  pay,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  heads  of  depart- 
ments be  instructed  to  make  up  their  pay  rolls 
for  this  and  the  succeeding  months  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  basing  the  wages  of  the  city  laborers 
upon  SI. 75  as  the  rate  per  day. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  O'Dowd, 
to  the  next  meeting  at  8.30  P.  M. 

PUBLIC    LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  the  order  to  declare 
forfeited  the  lot  of  land  on  Camden  street,  sold 
to  B.  S.  Evans.  Sept.  1,  1874,  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands.    Sent  up. 

ASSESSMENTS    ASSUMED. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That  as 
an  additional  consideration  for  the  land  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  city  of  Boston  by  the  receivers  of 
the  Mercantile  Savings  Institution  on  Seventh 
and  Tudor  streets,  between  C  and  D  streets,  un- 
der authority  of  an  order  of  the  City  Council 
passed  May  12, 1880,  the  city  assume  and  pay  any 
assessments  that  may  be  laid  on  said  land  for 
edgestones  and  sidewalks  on  Tudor  street,  under 
proceedings  already  begun  in  the  Department  of 
Streets.  Passed.  Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

EXAMINERS   OF    BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following — 

Moved,  To  rescind  the  vote  whereby  the  Coun- 
cil non-concurred  in  the  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  of  the  order  for  the  appointment 
of  three  Examiners  of  Buildings  in  which  opera- 
tives are  employed. 

Mr.  Bailey  raised  the  point,  that  it  was  simply  a 
motion  to  reconsider,  and  could  not  be  enter- 
tained. 

Mr.  Whitmore  cited  the  case  of  the  orders 
passed  in  relation  to  laying  water  pipe,  this  even- 
ing, and  contended  that  a  motion  to  rescind  is 
entirely  distinct  from  the  motion  to  reconsider. 
It  had  been  the  universal  custom  of  both  branches 
to  rescind  orders  previously  passed. 

Mr.  Bailey  thought  a  bad  custom  does  not  make 
a  law.  If  votes  of  this  kind  had  been  passed  it  is 
because  attention  had  not  been  drawn  to  the 
matter.  If  a  vote  is  passed  to  rescind  another 
vote,  it  accomplishes  nothing.  The  order  stood 
and  would  be  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  difference  between  a 


motion  to  reconsider,  and  rescind,  is  very  clearly 
and  carefully  explained  by  Cushing  in  his  larger 
work,  which  he  had  examined  this  very  day.  The 
motion  to  reconsider  is  limited  to  a  certain  time, 
and  really  amounts  to  giving  a  third  reading  to  a 
bill  in  such  a  house  as  this.  If  an  order  takes  ef- 
fect immediately,  of  course  it  cannot  be  rescind- 
ed; but  where  it  does  not  go  into  operation  im- 
mediately it  is  perfectly  competent  to  rescind  it. 
The  President  ruled  that  a  motion  to  rescind  is 
different  in  its  nature  from  a  motion  to  reconsid- 
er, and  therefore  the  motion  to  rescind  is  in  or- 
der. The  question  now  before  the  Council  was 
upon  giving  the  motion  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  "Whitmore  said  he  only  desired  to  give  the 
commqfitee  an  opportunity  to  make  out  their 
case,  which  they  did  not  have  at  the  last  meeting. 

The  motion  to  rescind  was  read  a  second  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  that  the  Council  concur 
in  the  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of 
the  order  for  the  appointment  of  three  examiners 
for  buildings  in  which  operatives  are  employed. 

Mr.  Bailey  raised  the  point  of  order  that  that 
question  having  been  already  voted  upon  and  a 
reconsideration  refused,  it  cannot  be  considered 
again. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Will  the  President  be  kind 
enough  to  inform  me  what  has  become  of  that 
order  ? 

The  President— The  Chair  feels  that  that  is  a 
legal  question  upon  which  he  is  not  now  called 
to  give  an  opinion. 

Sir.  Whitmore— The  Chair  will  perhaps  have  the 
kindness  to  direct  the  Clerk  to  refer  to  the  files 
in  regard  to  the  measure  offered  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  proper  inquiry  as  to 
what  has  become  of  the  motion. 

The  President— That  is  a  question  the  gentle- 
man can  find  out  by  consulting  the  records  of  the 
Clerk  and  proceedings  of  the  City  Council.  The 
Chair  does  not  feel  authorized  to  give  the  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  that  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee be  instructed  to  provide  means  to  appoint  two 
Examiners  of  Buildings. 

The  President  directed  that  the  motion  be  re- 
duced to  writing. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Whitmore  raised  the  point  that  the  motioii 
could  not  be  entertained  while  he  was  writing  a 
motion  by  direction  of  the  President. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  not  well  taken, 
as  the  motion  was  not  before  the  house. 

The  Council  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order — That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  be  directed  to  furnish  means 
for  the  payment  of  two  additional  inspectors  in 
the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  Council  will  pass  the 
order,  because  it  will  enable  us  to  keep  this  mat- 
ter alive,  and  now  I  desire  to  say  what  I  could  not 
properly  say  before.  I  have  spent  some  time  this 
afternoon  consulting  the  Department  of  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  some  additional 
time  in  looking  at  the  statutes.  I  am  informed 
by  the  department  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  that  that  department  of  the  city 
will  be  liable  unless  we  do  something  under  this 
law.  There  is  no  question  but  that  this  law  has 
been  passed.  Whether  we  like  it  or  not  it  is 
imperative.  In  order  to  carry  out  the 
law  we  should  appoint  from  five  to  ten 
inspectors.  But  if  we  appoint  two  it  will 
show  we  intend  to  look  into  it.  Suppose  next  week 
there  is  a  lire  in  a  building  where  operatives  are 
employed  and  there  are  not  stairways?  I  confess 
I  am  coward  enough  not  to  wish  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  such  an  accident  as  that.  The  law 
may  be  objectionable,  foolish  and  unwise  in  some 
of  its  features,  but  it  is  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
should  be  respected. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  want  to  know  why  the  city  has 
got  to  do  anything?  The  inspector  has  notified 
the  people  that  he  is  following  the  law.  If  any- 
body has  people  in  the  upper  stories  without  two 
staii'wayshe  is  violating  the  law  and  is  liable  to 
be  orosecuted  by  any  person. 

Mr.  Anthony— The  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of 'Buildings  were  unanimous  in  their 
opinion  that  something  should  be  done.  The  In- 
spector had  a  consultation  with  the  Mayor  and 
City  Solicitor,  and  they  both  decided  that  this 
law  ought  to  be  carried  out  in  a  measure.  To 
carry  it  out  fully  would  take  at  least  a  dozen  men. 
There  are  eight  inspectors   who  cover  a   great 
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deal  of  territory  and  their  work  is  heavy.  The 
department  is  very  economically  managed.  If  a 
fire  should  occur  in  any  of  those  places  which  the 
Inspector  had  not  been  to  look  at  and  it  was  not 
according  to  law,  the  city  of  Boston  would  be 
held  accountable  for  it.  For  this  reason  the  In- 
spector has  done  all  in  his  power  to  carry  out  this 
law  and  put  it  in  force. 

Mr.  Pratt; — I  believe  it  is  pretty  generally  un- 
derstood that  this  meeting  is  prolonged  some- 
what painfully  to  our  worthy  President,  who  for 
thirty-two  years  has  waited  for  some  proceedings 
that  are  to  be  had  in  East  Boston  this  evening.  I 
therefore  offer  the  following  motion  : 
Whereas,  Our  worthy  President 

An  added  birthday  counts,  and  guests 
Await,  with  cordial  intent 

And  greetings  fit,  his  home  return, 
Now  moped,  that  we  pull  down  our  vests, 
And  that  the  Council  now  adj  ourn. 
The  President  said  it  could  only  be  entertained 


by  general  cement,  and  the  notion  vtas  retd  fcr 
the  infoimation  of  tie  house. 

Mr.  'Whilrtore  said  the  City  Solicitor  had  given 
his  opinicn  that  the  law  slculd  le  enforced,  ai.d 
he  thei  efore  hoped  the  matter  would  le  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the 
means. 

The  main  ciuesticn  was  crtleied,  and  the  order 
was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  "Whitirore  moved  the  reference  of  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Bailey  raised  the  point  of  order  that  having 
taken  its  second  reading,  the  order  is  out  of  the 
possession  of  the  Council,  unless  the  rule  is  sus- 
pended, or  a  separate  order  offered. 

The  President  mled  the  point  well  taken. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  to  adjourn.  Carried— 21  for, 
15  against— and  the  Council  was  declared  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    12,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P.M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE     APPOINTMENTS. 

Constable — David  B.  Keith.    Confirmed. 

Weigher  of  Coal,  Inspector  of  Hay  and  Straw, 
and  Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark— John  E.  Cous- 
ens.    Confirmed. 

Public  Weigher— Henry  C.  Robbins.  Con- 
firmed. 

PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Of  J.  W.  Johnson 
&  Co.,  for  a  street  lamp  at  the  corner  of  Brattle 
street  and  Brattle  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Of  John  Lin- 
scott  and  105  others,  in  favor  of  granting  a  license 
to  Currier  &  Landers  to  run  a  passenger  wagon 
from  Hancock  square,  Charlestown,  through  cer- 
tain streets  to  the  harbor  boats  and  return,  during 
July  and  August. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Of  J.  V.  Da- 
kin  and  others.,  that  Blakemore  street  be  graded; 
of  Henry  Souther,  for  brick  sidewalk  from  15  to 
25  Emerson  street;  of  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  brick  sidewalk  on  the  easterly  side  of  P 
street,  between  First  and  Second  streets;  of  Pat- 
rick O'Brien,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  at 
227  Cabot  street;  of  E.  H.  M.  Huntington,  for 
edgestones  on  Forest  Hills  street,  corner  of  Green 
street:  of  Lansing  Millis,  for  edgestones  on  Ana- 
wan  avenue;  of  John  T.  Clark,  that  Pleasant 
street,  Dorchester,  be  macadamized;  of  Isaac  D. 
Allen  &  Co.,  for  a  crosswalk  in  Winter  street,  op- 
posite No.  21;  of  Henry  B.  White  et  al.,  that  Bat- 
terymarch  street,  between  Milk  and  Broad  streets, 
be  repaved  with  granite  blocks;  of  E.  S.  Todd  et 
al.,  for  a  crosswalk  on  end  of  Ferdinand  street, 
from  Chandler  to  Tremont  street;  of  K.  R.  Hig- 
gins  et  al.,  that  Ridge  way  lane  be  paved  with 
grani'.e  blocks. 

/  v  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Of  John  J.  Fra- 
ney,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  done  to  his  horses  on 
account  of  a  defect  in  Zeigler  street,  July  2;  of 
John  Quinn,  to  be  compensated  for  alleged  per- 
sonal injuries  sustained  by  him  for  carelessness 
of  city  officers. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Of  Michael  Burke,  for  leave  to  occu- 
py a  new  wooden  stable  for  four  cows  in  rear  of 
Sumner  street,  near  Jeffries  street,  Ward  2. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  health.  Of  James  E. 
Bowe,  for  removal  of  a  nuisance  near  his  house 
on  G  street,  and  tor  compensation  for  existence 
of  the  same. 

To  the  Committee  on  Imvroved  Sewerage.  Of 
Robert  Thompson,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuiies 
sustained  while  at  work  upon  the  great  sewer. 

HEARINGS. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  proposed  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  in  Commercial  street,  between 
Prince  and  Hanover  streets.  No  one  appearing 
to  object,  the  subject  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  proposed  location  and 
use  of  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  of  ten  horse- 
power, by  Michael  McGinnis,  on  Beacham  street, 
Cnarlestown.  No  person  appearing  to  object,  the 
subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  petition  of  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company,  for  additional  tiacks 
in  Cambridge  and  Altord  streets,  Charlestown. 
No  person  appeared  to  object,  and  the  subject 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  petition  of  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  extend  their 
track  through  Bowdoin  street  to  Geneva  avenue, 
in  Dorchester.  No  parties  appeared  to  object, 
and  the  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

AMERICAN  BELL  TELEPHONE  COMPANY. 

A  hearing  had  been  assigned  on  the  petition  of 
the  American  Bell  Telephone  Company  for  leave 
to  set  telegraph  poles  in  portions  of  Beacon 
street,  Brimmer  street,  Arlington  street,  New- 
bury street,  Commonwealth  avenue,  etc. 


The  Chair  tead  the  remonstrances  of  John  P. 
Putnam  et  al.  against  location  of  telegraph  poles 
in  Commonwealth  avenue;  of  Stephen  G.  Deblois 
et  al.  against  the  location  of  telegraph  poles  in 
Newbury  street;  and  of  Henry  Morgan  against 
the  erection  of  any  telephone  poles  near  Morgan 
Chapel. 

Alderman  Slade — I  will  make  a  motion  that  this 
hearing  be  postponed  for  four  weeks.  My  reason 
for  making  the  motion  is  that  in  all  probability 
this  matter  will  be  managed  without  placing  the 
poles  where  it  has  been  suggested  they  should  be 
placed.  I  have  seen  one  of  the  managers  of  the 
telephone  company  within  a  few  days,  and  he 
suggested  that  if  this  hearing  should  be  post- 
poned they  could  probably  get  along  without 
making  this  trouble. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  hearing  for  four 
weeks  prevailed. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  state  of  the  several  ap- 
propriations July  1,  1880.  (City  Doc.  97.)  Placed  on 
tile. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  laying  a  new  main  pipe  from  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir  to  the  Mystic  pumping  station. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report,  inexpedient  to  enact  an  ordinance  to 
prohibit  bathing  in  ponds — as  the  statutes  are 
sufficient  for  this  purpose.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Passage  of  minority  report,  resolves  and  orders 
(see  page  9  of  City  Doc.  92),  declaring  it  expedient 
to  codify  existing  ordinances  of  the  city,  and  di- 
recting that  work  to  be  done.  The  second  resolve 
is  struck  out  wholly.    Concurred. 

Notice  of  the  election  of  James  G.  Freeman  on 
Committee  on  Accounts,  in  place  of  John  A.  Kid- 
ney, resigned.    Placed  on  tile. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Streets  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  grading  East  Chester  park,  be- 
tween Albany  street  and  Dorchester.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  city  to  assume  and  pay  sidewalk  and 
edgestone  assessments  on  land  on  Tudor  street 
sold  to  city  by  Mercantile  Savings  Institution. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  declare  forfeited  a  lot  of  land  on  Cam- 
den strett,  sold  to  B.  S.  Evans  Sept.  1,  1874.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in  con- 
currence. 

order  to  pay  Joel  C.  Bolan  the  amount  due  the 
late  Joel  R.  Bolan  as  Superintendent  of  Charles 
River  Bridge.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Street  Commissioners  to  report  a 
scheme  for  reducing  the  duplicate  names  of  high- 
ways; the  expense  for  advertising  and  printing  to 
be  chargeo  to  Incidentals.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to 
water,  in  section  0.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  relating  to 
thi  Law  Department,  so  that  the  appointment  of 
Assistant  Solicitors  be  confirmed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

THE  WIDTH  OF  VEHICLES  AND  LOADS. 

The  ordinance  (in  new  draft)  to  prohibit  pass- 
age of  vehicles  and  loads  measuring  more  than 
ten  feet  in  width,  without  permit  from  Inspector 
of  Wagons,  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Alderman  Flynn  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

INSPECTOR  OF  VINEGAR. 

The  report  and  orders  to  pay  the  Inspector  of 
Vinegar  $1500  per  annum  from  July  1,  1880,  and 
for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  what 
changes  in  the  statutes  are  expedient  upon  this 
subject,  came  up  from  the  Council  for  concur- 
rence in  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Alderman  Slade— I  suppose  we  shall  have  to 
pass  this,  as  we  have  a  law  which  rather  compels 
the  Mayor  to  make  this  appointment.  But  I  think 
it  is  about  as  ridiculous  a  law  as  was  ever  made. 
What  we  want  of  an  Inspector  of  Vinegar  is 
more  than  I  can  understand.  We  might  as  well 
have  an  inspector  of  butter,  cheese  and  every- 
thing else  that  is  sold.  Still,  there  is  the  law  up- 
on the  statute  book,  and  I  suppose  we  shall  have 
to  comply  with  it. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  would  like  to  inquire  what 
additional  expense  the  city  is  going  to  be  called 
upon  to  pay— if  it  is  simply  a  salary  of  $1500.  The 
order  would  naturally  carry  with  it  an  outfit.  If 
it  is  going  to  involve  an  expense  of  $5000  or  $0000 
per  year,  I  am  opposed  to  the  order 
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Alderman  Breck— This  matter  came  before  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  merely  for  them  to  fix 
thesrlary.  They  found  that  the  law  had  been 
complied  with  and  an  inspector  already  ap- 
pointed and  it  was  only  for  the  committee 
to  fix  the  salary.  Although,  as  Alderman 
Slade  says,  they  did  not  see  why  they  should 
have  one,  still  the  salary  was  fixed  at  $1500,  and 
he  is  to  take  care  of  himself.  There  is  no  other 
outlay  on  the  part  of  the  city;  he  finds  his  own 
office  and  pays  his  own  expenses. 

Alderman  Tucker — The  explanation  is  satisfac- 
tory as  far  as  it  goes;  but  does  the  proposed  order 
cover  that,  or  is  an  amendment  necessary? 

The  Chairman  read  the  order  and  said— The 
order  does  not  provide  for  any  other  expense  but 
the  salary. 

Alderman  Tucker— Is  it  not  customary  for  every 
Inspector  to  have  an  office?  Does  not  the  city 
provide  offices  for  its  inspectors? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  understands  that 
such  has  been  the  case  when  other  salaried  offi- 
cers have  been  appointed. 

Alderman  Tucker — That  order  seems  to  appoint 
an  inspector  who  is  to  be  paid  a  salary  of  $1500, 
without  making  any  provision  for  an  office.  It 
appears  to  me  the  matter  is  left  open  so  that  the 
city  would  be  liable  for  other  expenses.  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  order  of  itself,  for  I  have  no 
doubt  it  must  be  done,  although  I  think  it  is 
ridiculous. 

Alderman  Viles — I  would  inquire  whether  the 
inspector  would  not  be  required  to  have  this  vin- 
egar analyzed  at  large  expense  in  order  to  get  at 
its  quality. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  but  this  had 
better  lie  over  until  we  understand  it  a  little 
better.  Perhaps  a  clause  might  be  put  in  that 
this  $1500  should  cover  all  the  expenses  of  the 
inspector.  But  I  move  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  matter  be  laid  over  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Breck — In  the  discussion  before  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  it  was  distinctly  and 
fully  understood  that  the  $1500  should  cover  the 
whole  expense;  and  when  he  should  analyze  vine- 
gar from  any  person  or  persons  they  were  to 
pay  the  expense  of  it  according  to  law.  I 
have  no  objection  to  its  lying  over,  and  I  should 
prefer  to  have  it  so. 

Alderman  Slade— I  move  that  the  matter  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners, showing  the  number  and  character  of 
fires  and  alarms  in  Boston  during  the  month  of 
June,  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Paymaster  of  State 
Aid  for  April,  May  and  June,  was  received  and 
sent  down.  Receipts,  $24,060;  disbursements, 
$23,901;  balance,  $759. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Weighers  and  In- 
spectors of  Lighters  was  received  and  sent  down. 
Received,  $745.65;  expenses,  $17.50;  divided  by  the 
incumbents,  $730.15. 

EASTERN    AVENUE. 

The   following   communication    was    received 
from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners: 
Office  of  the 
Board    of   Street  Commission 
Boston,  July 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen— The 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  submit  for  your 
confirmation  the  accompanying  order  changing 
the  name  of  Eastern  avenue  to  Congress  street. 
The  abutters  upon  the  street  were  notified  of  the 
intended  change  of  name,  and  were  invited  to  ap- 
pear and  state  any  objections  they  might  have  to 
it.  The  owners  of  Russia  wharf  and  the  Boston 
Wharf  Company  answered  that  they  desired  the 
change  made.  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts and  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad 
Corporation  made  no  appearance,  and  the  Com- 
missioners assume  therefrom  that  they  had  no 
objections  to  offer, 

The  necessity  for  this  change  of  name  arises 
from  the  fact  that  the  commissioners  are  about 
to  lay  out  as  public  ways  the  approaches  to  the 
East  Boston  ferries.  That  upon  the  citj  side, 
leading  from  Commercial  street  to  the  South 
Ferry  has  always  been  known  as  Eastern  avenue, 
but  the  Commissioners  cannot  confirm  that  name 
by  accepting  the  street  under  that  title  while  it  is 
in  use  elsewhere,  an  act  of  the  Legislature  at  its 
last  session  regarding  the  nomenclature  of  streets 


oners,     j 

12,  1880.) 


forbidding  the  duplication  of  names  for  the   pub- 
lic streets  of  the  city  henceforth. 
By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 

J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 
Ordered,  That  the  name  of  the  street  called 
Eastern  avenue,  leading  from  Atlantic  avenue 
opposite  Congress  street  to  the  southeasterly  side 
of  C  street,  extended  across  said  Eastern  avenue, 
be  changed  to  and  that  it  be  hereafter  known  as 
Congress  street. 

Passed  and  sent  to  theBoaidof  Aldermen  for 
confirmation. 

Newton  Talbot. 
Isaac  H.  Wright. 

Street  Commissioners. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade    the    Board  con- 
curred with  the  Commissioners  in  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

metropolitan,  railroad. 
The  following  communication  was  received  and 
placed  on  file: 

To  che  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston— The  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany hereby  accepts  the  seventieth  location  of 
tracks  granted  by  your  honorable  Board  on  the 
6th  of  July,  1880. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company, 

C.  A.  Richards, 

President. 
Boston,  July  8,  1880. 

AWNINGS     AND     SHADES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following:  That 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  consider  and  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  amending  the  city  ordi- 
nance relating  to  streets  passed  June  16,  1876,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "Superintendent  of 
Lamps,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  give  such 
permits  when  in  hisopmion,"  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  words  "Police  Commissioners 
who  are  hereby  authorized  to  give  such  permits 
when  in  their  opinion." 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

TRUANTS   AND  ABSENTEES   FROM  SCHOOL. 

Alderman   Breck,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, reported  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
In    Relation   to    Truants    and    Absentees    from 
School. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Any  of  the  persons  described  in  the 
first  section  of  the  act  concerning  truant  children 
and  absentees  from  school,  passed  on  the  second 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-three,  upon  conviction 
of  any  offence  described  in  said  act  or  any  act  in 
amendment  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  com- 
mitment to  the  house  for  the  employment  and 
reformation  of  juvenile  children  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  two  years. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Alderman  Breck— l  will  say  for  the  information 
of  the  Board  that  this  matter  did  not  come  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  in  the  regular 
way— by  petition  or  from  this  Board;  but  it  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  chairman  of  the  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions  in  consequence  of 
a  decision  made  by  Chief  Justice  Gray  in  relation 
to  one  of  the  truants  last  week.  By  that  decision 
it  would  seem  that  there  is  something  wanting  in 
the  ordinance  passed  by  this  Board  in  1876,  and 
this  is  to  supply  that  deficiency.  Now.  although 
this  did  not  come  before  the'  committee  in  the 
regular  way  yet  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of 
the  committee  that  it  ought  to  be  passed  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  put  in  at  the  earliest  possible  day, 
so  that  when  the  schools  come  together  in  Sep- 
tember, the  Directors  will  have  some  way  of  tak- 
ing these  boys  into  their  hands.  Therefore  I  do 
not  ask  for  a  second  reading  of  the  ordinance  to- 
night. I  simply  wanted  to  introduce  it  so  that  it 
could  be  acted  upon  at  the  next  meeting,  or  when 
the  Council  come  together.  The  City  Solicitor 
was  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  this  amendment  was  submitted 
by  him.  The  meeting  was  called  last  Saturday 
morning  and  we  met  today,  the  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  the  City  Solicitor  being 
present. 

The  Chairman — The  ordinance  will  go  over  un- 
der the  rule. 

Alderman  Flynn— In  order  that  the  ordinance 
may  go  to  the  Council  next  Thursday  night,  I 
move  that  it  take  its  second  reading  now. 

Alderman  Breck— There  is  no  objection,  if  the 
Board  is  willing.     The  City  Solicitor  thought  it 
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was  necessary  that  something  should  be  done  and 
that  the  ordinance  of  1876  should  be  amended. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  ordinance  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC   LIBRARY  SITE. 

Alderman  Thorndike,  lor  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library,  to  whom  was  referred  the  mes- 
sage of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  relative  10  the  grant 
by  the  Commonwealth  of  a  parcel  of  land  on  the 
Back  Bay  tor  library  purposes,  recommended  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  city  of  Boston  hereby  accepts 
from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  the 
grant  of  the  parcel  of  laud  situated  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Dartmouth  and  Boylston  streets,  described 
in  chapter  222  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1880,  to  be 
used  for  library  purposes,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  and  provisions  set  forth  in  said  act. 

Alderman  Thorndike  moved  that  the  resolution 
take  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  do  not  think  I  am  quite 
ready  to  vote  for  that  order  this  afternoon.  I 
understand  that  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  if  the  city  accepts  this  lot  of  land,  the 
city  must  sustain  the  library,  and  people  from  the 
outlying  districts  will  have  the  right  to  come  in 
here  and  use  the  library;  it  being  on  these  terms 
that  the  land  is  given  to  the  city,  lam  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  such  are  the  terms,  but  1  am 
not  ready  to  accept  this  land,  and  votebefore  this 
year  goes  out  to  put  a  building  on  that  territory. 
I  would  ask  that  the  resolution  may  lie  over  un- 
til the  next  meeting. 

The  Chairman— The  resolution  will  lie  over  un- 
der the  rule. 

THE    ACCOUNT     OF    THE  LATE   MICHAEL    NORTON. 

Alderman  Whitten,  for  the  Committee  on  Treas- 
ury Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ac- 
count of  the  late  Michael  Norton,  Treasurer  and 
Collector  of  the  town  of  Brighton,  together  with 
the  bill  for  services  rendered, reported  as  follows: 

That  upon  examination  it  appears  that  the  ac- 
count rendered  is  substantially  correct,  and  that 
the  executors  of  Mr.  Norton's  estate  have  in  their 
possession  the  sum  of  810,634.61  belonging  to  the 
city  of  Boston. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  action  is  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  with  regard  to  the 
payment  of  this  sum  to  the  city  of  Boston;  the 
Collector  will  receive  it  whenever  the  executors 
are  prepared  to  pay  it  to  him. 

With  regard  to  the  compensation  the  commit- 
tee believe  that  §2000  would  be  sufficient  remu- 
neration for  the  services  which  Mr.  Norton  ren- 
dered, and  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  that  sum. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Joseph  D.  Fallon,  J.  Stuart  MacC'orry  and 
Joshua  S.  Duncklee,  executors  of  the  estate  of 
Michael  Norton,  late  treasurer  of  the  town  of 
Brighton,  the  sum  of  §2000,  the  same  being  in 
full  compensation  tor  all  services  performed  by 
said  Norton  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Brighton 
and  the  city  of  Boston. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Caton,  for  the  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  reported  an  order, 
That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
issue  a  permit  to  Powers,  Melvin  &  Co.,  to  en- 
large a  wooden  building  at  the  rear  of  Cambridge 
street,  Ward  4.  Read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

Also,  that  leave  be  granted  to  Michael  McGin- 
nis  to  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  of  ten  horse- 
power on  Beacham  street,  near  Arlington  avenue. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  CLAIM  OF  JAMES  F.  ROACH. 

Alderman  Breck,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds,  reported  an  order  that 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  Richard 
Roach  the  amount  due  the  late  James  F.  Roach 
for  services  in  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

LOADING  VESSELS  ON  THE  SABBATH. 

Alderman  Breck,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Doherty  and  others  for  the  passage  of  an 
ordinance  to  prevent  the  loading  and  discharging 
of  vessels  on  the  Sabbath,  reported  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee   it   is   inexpedient  to 


adopt    such    an    ordinance.     Accepted.      Sent 
down. 

ORDERS   TO  PAY. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  or- 
ders: 

To  pay  William  M.  Rumery  $3950  for  land 
taken,  and  all  damages  occasioned  to  his  estate 
by  the  extension  of  Essex  street  from  South 
street  to  Federal  street. 

To  pay  John  Weld  ©321.20  for  land  taken  and 
all  damages  occasioned  to  his  estate  by  the  laying 
out  of  Blakemore  street. 

To  pay  Mary  A.  F.  Kendall  890  for  land  taken 
and  all  "damages  occasioned  by  the  laying  out  of 
Preble  street,  from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Rogers 
street. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

NOTICE  TO  VACATE. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  an  order  that  due 
notice  be  given  to  John  White,  Thomas  McNeily, 
and  all  other  persons  interested,  to  cut  off,  pull 
down,  remove  and  carry  away  all  buildings  or 
obstructions  standing  on  or  projecting  over  the 
line  of  the  relocation  of  Western  avenue,  be- 
tween North  Harvard  street  and  Charles  River, 
as  established  by  resolve  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners, or  to  move  and  set  back  the  same  and 
vacate  the  premises  aforesaid,  on  or  before  the 
20th  of  July  next.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWER  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Tiles  submitted  the  following  orders: 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be  and  he 
is  hereby  directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer 
in  Centre  street,  between  Lamartine  street  and 
Wise  place,  and  to  report  a  schedule  of  the  ex- 
pense thereof.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

That  due  notice  be  given  that  this  Board  will 
on  Monday,  July  26,  at  4  P.  M.,  take  into  con- 
sideration the  expediency  of  rebuilding  the  com- 
mon sewer  in  Pembroke  street,  from  Warren 
avenue  to  No.  95.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

That  due  notice  be  given  that  this  Board  will  on 
Monday,  July  26,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  take  into 
consideration  the  expediency  of  constructing  a 
common  sewer  in  Tremont  street,  Roxbury,  be- 
tween Phillips  street  and  the  Church  of  the  Re- 
demptorist  Fathers.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

To  pay  to  William  I.  Bowditch  et  al.,  trustees, 
$200  for  the  right  of  way  for  a  sewer  at  the  foot 
of  Francis  street,  in  Biookline,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  on  file  in  the  sewer  department.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

PUBLIC   HEALTH. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Health,  submitted  the  following  reports: 

On  petition  of  John  D.  W.  Joy,  for  leave  to  ex- 
cavate a  cellar  at  corner  of  Harris&n  avenue  and 
Beach  street  to  three  feet  below  grade  16;  that 
leave  be  granted,  provided  for  storage  only,  and 
in  conformity  with  section  30,  chapter  377,  acts  of 
1872.    Accepted. 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Jordan,  Marsh 
&  Co.  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable  for  lit  teen 
horses  between  Washington,  Harrison  avenue, 
Essex  and  Beach  streets.    Accepted. 

That  leave  be  granted,  on  usual  conditions,  to 
B.  O.  Tinckham  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  for 
two  horses  iu  rear  of  his  lot  on  Dover 
street;  on  petition  of  Ruth  H.  Thompson, 
for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  building 
for  one  horse  on  Tremont  street,  rear  of  1278;  oi 
John  Sweeney,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  cow  and  one  horse*  on  Earl  street, 
next  to  railroad,  Ward  15;  of  Thomas  Shaw,  for 
leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  shed  for  stable  for  one 
horse  an  Bartlett  street,  No.  65,  Ward  21.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

No  further  action  required  on  the  order  to  dis- 
continue the  sweeping  of  unpaved  streets  in  South 
Boston.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

An  order,  that  the  Board  of  Health  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  to  construct  one  urinal  in 
Maverick  square  between  the  watering  trough 
and  the  adjoining  tree  just  within  the  enclosure. 
Also  one  other,  in  Central  square  behind  the  wa- 
tering trough,  on  the  inner  edge  of  the  sidewalk, 
and  partly  within  the  enclosure;  the  expense  at- 
tending the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Health.  Read  twice  and 
passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  SOUTH    BAY  FLATS. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  on  the  petition  of  Daniel  J.  Cross  and 
others  for  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  on  South 
Bay  flats— 
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That  the  subject  has  been  duly  considered  and 
by  them  referred  to  a  sub-committee,  said  com- 
mittee having  consulted  the  City  Engineer,  who 
submits  a  statement  that  a  temporary  dam  as 
high  as  grade  5,  city  base,  can  be  built,  which 
would  flood  to  a  depth  of  two  feet,  and  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  which  would  be  $4000:  and  they 
would  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing preamble  and  order: 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Health  has  declared  a 
nuisance  exists  consisting  of  offensive  flats,  on 
the  territory  between  the  track  of  the  New  York 
&  New  England  Railroad  Company  and  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  which  can  be  abated  by  the 
construction  of  a  dam  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  84000,  and  as  the  annual  appropriation 
granted  to  said  board  does  not  contemplate  such 
an  expenditure,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  the  means  for  the  abatement  of 
the  aforesaid  nuisance. 

Report  accepted,  and  order  read  twice  and 
passed.    Sent  down. 

STONY  BROOK  NUISANCE. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Committee  on  Health, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  order  for  abating  the 
nuisance  at  Stony  Brook,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  fully  considered  the  subject,  and  had 
requested  a  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Health,  which  communication  they  reported  to 
the  Board,  as  follows: 

To  the  Committee,  on  Health:  Gentlemen — In 
response  to  your  request  for  an  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Health  concerning  the  offensive  condi- 
tion of  the  Back  Bay  flats,  and  the  means  of  re- 
lief from  the  offensive  odors  arising  therefrom, 
we  beg  leave  to  say  that  this  territory  has  been 
the  subject  of  complaint  from  citizens,  and  under 
the  surveilance  of  the  Board  of  Health,  for  more 
than  seven  years. 

During  that  time  two  forces  have  been  con- 
stantly operating,  one  to  improve  and  the  other 
to  aggravate  its  offensive  condition.  Several  de- 
partments of  the  City  Government,  including  the 
Board  of  Health,  have  striven  to  mitigate  the 
nuisance,  while  the  flow  of  filth  from  the  sewers 
and  other  sources,  and  its  accumulation  on  the 
remaining  territory,  has  increased  every  year. 
The  shallower  parts  of  the  basin  have  been  filled, 
and  nearly  all  the  creeks  leading  into  it  have 
been  cut  off,  and  sluice-ways  inserted  to  change 
the  water  above  them.  The  extent  of  flats  at  the 
present  time  is  not  more  than  half  of  what  it  was 
seven  years  ago.  The  nuisance  at  the  present 
time  arises  from  a  variety  of  sources.  The  out- 
let of  the  Stony  Brook  sewer  and  its  immediate 
surroundings;  the  partially  stagnant  condition  of 
the  contaminated  waters  in  the  principal  basin, 
and  in  the  several  sections  which  have  been 
dammed  off  by  constructing  the  border  of  the  new 
park  and  the  abolishment  of  "Red  Bridge" ;  the  dis- 
turbance of  the  most  offensive  mud  by  the  new 
park  filling,  and  the  digging  for  the  new  channel 
of  Stony  Brook  to  Charles  River,  are  the  factors 
which  make  up  the  annoyance  from  this  particu- 
lar section.  It  should  not  be  forgotten,  however, 
that  nearly  the  same  wind  that  brings  the  offen- 
sive smell  from  the  territory  mentioned,  to  the 
people  who  complain  most,  and  who  have  great 
reason  lor  complaint,  brings  from  the  flats  in 
Charles  River  the  same  offence.  The  flats  there 
consisting  of  over  25,000,000  square  feet  of  mud 
exposed  to  the  air  and  the  sewage  of  more  than 
200,000  inhabitants  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  to  say  nothing  of  that  which  is  now  nearly 
provided  for  on  this  side,  was  laid  before  our  City 
Council,  with  all  its  evils,  last  year,  In  our  annual 
report,  and  again  this  year. 

The  remedy  for  this  great  annoyance  to  the 
south  and  west  portions  of  our  city  is  extremely 
simple.  First— The  sewers  have  caused  the  trou- 
ble, and  they  must  be  provided  for.  Second— The 
mischief  that  has  already  been  done  by  them 
must  be  removed. 

The  new  intercepting  sewer  will,  when  com- 
pleted, accomplish  a  part  of  the  first  object,  and 
a  similar  sewer  for  Cambridge,  Somerville, 
Charlestown,  Chelsea  and  East  Boston  will  ac- 
complish the  remaining  part. 

Filling  with  good  gravel  to  proper  grade  in  one 
part  and  dredging  for  deep,  clean  water  in  anoth- 
er part,  will  alone  abate  the  nuisance  which  has 
been  created  in  the  Back  Bay  and  Charlrs  River 
by  sewage  and  accomplish  the  second  object. 
The  sewer  on  this  side  will  be  completed  proba- 
bly within  a  year;  the  completion  of  the  much 
needed   one   on   the   other    side   of     the     river 


is  altogether  problematical.  The  filling  is 
now  rapidly  taking  place  at  the  Back  Bay  and 
although  it  disturbs  the  mud  and  aggravates  the 
nuisance  it  may  be  better  to  proceed  with  clean 
earth  filling  throughout  the  year  than  to 
delay.  The  whole  project  of  filling  and  complet- 
ing the  work  for  the  new  park  should  be  pushed 
with  all  possible  speed  inasmuch  as  it  will  great- 
ly contract  the  area  which  is  now  offensive. 

All  temporary  measures  such  as  flowing  the 
territory  by  a  dam  at  the  sluiceway  and  in  the 
creeks,  and  covering  small  portions  of  filthy 
banks,  etc.,  which  could  be  done  by  this  Board 
have  been  attended  to.  We  regret  to  say  that 
there  are  no  more  temporary  expedients  that  we 
would  suggest  as  worth  their  cost,  but  we  ear- 
nestly recommend  that  the  radical  measures  in- 
dicated above  may  be  pushed  with  all  possible 
haste,  and  especially  di>  we  recommend  that  a 
united  action  by  the  several  cities  be  instituted 
by  the  Boston  City  Council  for  the  Charles  River 
flats.  Respectfully, 

Samuel  H.  Durgin,  Chairman. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  that  the  report  be  ac- 
cepted and  placed  on  file.. 

Alderman  Flynn  It  seems  to  me  that  the  prop- 
er disposition  would  be  to  refer  this  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health,  in  order  that  they  may  submit 
an  order  by  which  some  action  may  be  taken  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Health  to  abate  this 
nuisance.  The  mere  acceptance  of  the  report 
will  not  do  away  with  the  nuisance  which  exists. 
Some  action  should  be  taken  to  do  away  with  it. 

Alderman  Viles — This  is  a  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health.  We  requested  the  Board  of 
Health  to  give  us  the  facts,  and  they  have  gone 
into  it  and  given  us  the  details.  Nothing  can  be 
done  the  present  year.  They  are  building  this 
sewer  in  the  brook,  which  disturbs  this  matter  in 
a  measure,  and  also  Stony  Brook,  by  throwing  up 
the  mud.  A  great  deal  of  the  odor  comes  from 
this  source.  The  Board  of  Health  are  doing  all 
that  can  be  done  at  the  present  time  to  remedy 
the  evil. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  after  the  explanation 
which  has  been  made. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

SUPERINTENDENTS    OF    BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  or- 
ders : 

That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  requested  to 
nominate  a  suitable  person  for  the  office  of  Super- 
intendent of  Chelsea  Bridge  (North). 

That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Nomina- 
tion of  Superintendents  of  Bridges  be  requested 
to  report  the  name  of  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the 
vacancy  existing  in  the  office  ol  Superintendent 
of  Charles  River  Bridge. 

That  the  Committee  on  Salaries  be  requested  to 
report  a  suitable  salary  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Chelsea  Bridge  (North). 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Order  to  repair  the  city  bridges  over  the  Boston 
&  Albany  and  Boston  &  Providence  railroads,  on 
West  Chester  park,  Berkeley  street,  Ferdinand 
street,  Columbus  avenue,  Dartmouth  street  and 
Huntington  avenue;  estimated  cost  $2800.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  underdrain  Pond  street  from  May 
street  to  the  Brookline  line,  and  to  macadamize 
the  roadway  of  said  street;  estimated  cost,  S3500. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  grade  and  macadamize  Dix  street, 
as  laid  out  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  from 
Adams  street  to  Dorchester  avenue;  also  to  fur- 
nish and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters 
on  said  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  grade  and  gravel  Milton  avenue  as 
laid  out  by  the  Street  Commissioners  from  Nor- 
folk street  to  Fuller  street;  estimated  cost,  §4500. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  grade  and  gravel  and  pave  the  gutters 
in  a  portion  of  Parker  Hill  avenue  laid  out  by  the 
Street  Commissioners;  estimated  cost,  S4000 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pave  the  sidewalks  in  Seaverns  avenue 
from  Centre  street  to  Elm  street  and  to  macada- 
mize the  roadway.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  grade  and  gravel  Auawan  avenue  as 
laid  out  by  the  Street  Commissioners  from  Park 
street  to  the  Providence  Railroad;  estimated  cost 
$3000.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  grade  and  gravel  Birch  street,   West 
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Roxbury,  as  laid  out  by  Street  Commissioners ; 
estimated  cost  §1800.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pave  Fourth  street  between  L  and  N 
streets  with  small  granite  blocks;  estimated  cost 
§4000.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pave  Avery  street  with  small  granite 
blocks;  estimated  cost  §800.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  to  pave  Tamworth  street  with  small  gran- 
ite blocks,  from  Boylston  street  to  Lagrange 
street;  estimated  cost  §800.  Read  twice  and  passed, 

Order  to  pave  "West  Sixth  street  between  C  and 
D  streets  with  small  granite  blocks;  estimated 
cost  §4000.    Read  twice~and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  to  furnish  and  set  the  edge- 
stones  in  front  of  estates  of  George  B.  Taylor, 
Berwick  park;  Magnus  Lefstrom,  207  Centre 
street.    Orders  severally  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  to  furnish  and  set  the  edge- 
stones  and  pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick  in  front 
of  estates  of  Franz  Duard,  193  and  195  Centre 
street;  Patrick  O'Neil,  139  C  street;  Annie  Cor- 
bett,  Newton  street;  J.  M.  Swett,  15  West  Cottage 
street.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  on  the  southerly  side  of  Emerson 
street,  between  H  street  and  Broadway;  in  front 
of  estates  on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Eighth 
street,  between  H  and  I  streets;  in  front  of  estates 
of  Charles  P.  Harding,  54  Culvert  street,  and  of 
Mary  E.  Bragg,  58  Culvert  street;  in  front  of  es- 
tate of  East  Boston  Savings  Bank,  on  Ferry 
street.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report,  that  leave  be  granted  to  John  Soley  to 
move  a  wooden  building  from  Marginal  street, 
Grand  Junction,  to  301  Marginal  street.  Accept- 
ed. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD  LOCATION. 

AJderman  Slade,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  construct  tracks  on  Stough- 
ton  and"  Pleasant  streets  and  Savin  Hill  avenue, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order. 

For  the  Committee. 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  extend  its  double  tracks  from  Dudley 
street  at  Upham's  Corner  (so  called)  upon  and 
over  Stoughton  and  Pleasant  streets  and  Savin 
Hill  avenue  to  the  double  tracks  of  said  company 
on  Dorchester  avenue;  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  being  shown  by  red  lines  on  plans  drawn  by 
Arthur  Hodges,  civil  engineer,  dated  July  3,  1S80, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole  work 
of  laying  down  said  tracks  and  the  form  of  rail 
to  be  used  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  aud  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  and  shall  be  approved 
by  them.  Also  upon  condition  that  the  space  oc- 
cupied by  said  tracks  and  eighteen  inches  on 
each  side  thereof  shall  be  paved  with  small  gran- 
ite blocks  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets.  Also  upon  condition  that  the  said 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this 
order  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  therein  contained, 
and  shall  file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with 
the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of 
the  passage  of  said  order;  otherwise  it  shall  be 
null  and  void. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
vacancies  in  the  board  of  aldermen. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order — That  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  upon  the  expedi- 
ency of  petitioning  the  Legislature  for  a  change 
in  the  method  of  filling  vacancies  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  Read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

MARCELLA-STREET    HOME. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order— That  so 
much  of  the  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Prisons 
for  Suffolk  County  (City  Doc.  No.  93)  as  relates  to 
the  grounds  of  the  Marcella-street  Home  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY    15,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers  were  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Sundry  remonstrances  against  the  Sunday  af- 
ternoon concerts  in  South  Boston  came  down  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Common  with  in- 
structions to  give  the  parties  a  hearing.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21  the  Council  struck 
out  the  provision  requiring  a  hearing  to  be  given 
to  the  parties.  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  inquired 
the  reason  for  such  action  and  Mr.  Wyman  said 
one  concert  had  already  taken  place;  if  a  hearing 
is  had  there  will  not  be  a  report  until  after  the 
summer  vacation,  when  all  the  concerts  will  have 
taken  place.    Sent  up. 

Report,  inexpedient  to  adopt  an  ordinance 
to  prevent  the  loading  or  discharging  of  vessels 
on  Sundays.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report,  no  further  action  necessary  on  the 
subject  of  discontinuing  the  sweeping  of  unpaved 
streets  in  South  Boston.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the 
order  for  abatement  of  a  nuisance  in  Stony 
Brook.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  build,  to 
be  issued  to  Powers,  Melvin  &  Co.,  rear  of  Cam- 
bridge street.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  nomination  of  a  Superintend- 
ent of  Charles  River  Bridge.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets  by  striking 
out  "Superintendent  of  Lamps  who  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  give  such  permits  when  in  his  opin- 
ion," and  inserting  "Police  Commissioners  who 
are  brreby  authorized  to  give  such  permits  when 
in  thUr  opinion."    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  report  a  salary  for  Superintendent  of 
Chelsea-street  Bridge  (North).  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  petitioning 
for  a  change  in  the  method  of  filling  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  for  the  provision  of  the  means 
(84600)  for  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  on  South 
Bay  Flats.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Prisons  (City  Doc.  No.  93,)  as  relates  to  the 
grouuds  of  Marcella-street  Home. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10,  the  or- 
der was  amended  by  striking  out  "Committee  on 
Public  Lands"  and  inserting  "Joint  Committee 
on  Streets,"  and  as  amended  passed.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  order  for  the  location  of  urinals  in 
Maverick  and  Central  squares.  Ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading.  Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lovell  of  Ward  1,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the 
order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  Richard  Roach  the  amount  due 
the  late  James  P.  Roach,  for  services  in  the  de- 
partment of  Common, 'etc.  Ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading.  Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
"Ward  of  Ward  7,  the  rule  was  suspended  and 
the  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Accounts  of  Late  Treasurer  of  Brighton. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  the  Executors  of 
Michael  Norton  §2000,  in  full  for  all  services  ren- 
dered by  said  Norton  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Brighton  and  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— -I  would  like  to  inquire 
from  some  member  of  the  Comalttee  on  Treas- 
ury Department  why  this  sum  of  $10,000  has  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  executors  so  long,  be- 
longing to  the  city. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25 — That  is  a  conundrum. 
The  money  seems  to  have  been  there  for  some 
years,  the  City  Treasurer  and  Collector  know 
nothing  of  it,  and  unless  the  executors  of  the 
estate  had  come  forward  and  disclosed  it,  I  don't 
think  the  city  of  Boston  would  have  got  a  dollar 
of  it.  There  were  some  betterment  assessments 
and  taxes  to  be  collected  after    annexation,  and 


by  a  decision  of  the  City  Solicitor  they  were  to 
be  paid  to  Mr.  Norton.  After  he  died,  a  little 
over  a  year  ago,  the  executors  found  this  money 
in  the  bank,  deposited  in  his  name,  and  by  some 
papers  kept  in  an  inaccurate  manner  they  con- 
cluded this  amount  was  due  to  the  city.  I  don't 
think  there  is  anything  very    positive    about    it, 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading.  Sub- 
sequently Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  suspend  the  rule, 
that  the  order  might  be  passed.  The  rule  was 
suspended— 47  tor,  0  against,  and  the  order  was 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  asked  whether  it  was 
proposed  to  pay  the  executors  82000,  and  let  them 
retain  what  they  have,  or  deduct  it  from  the 
amount  due  the  city. 

Mr.  Bieelow — The  executors  hold  the  money 
and  propose  to  deduct  the  $2000.  They  asked 
for  $3000,  but  the  committee  were  unani- 
mous in  favor  of  reporting  $1800  for  his 
services.  Then  there  is  a  bill  of  $200  for  ad- 
vertising, which  is  included  in  this  $2000;  so  that 
he  gets  ouly  $1800  for  his  services  during  the  peri- 
od from  1873  to  1878.  One  of  the  executors  told 
me  he  had  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  in  helping  to 
make  up  these  accounts,  and  he  thought  the  com- 
mittee was  very  unjust  to  cut  the  amount  down 
to  $1800;  he  thought  this  bill  for  advertising 
should  certainly  be  outside  of  the  amount  allowed 
for  services.  I  told  him  the  committee  had  re- 
ported in  that  way,  and  he  said  he  was  glad  to 
get  it  off  his  hands.  They  will  no  doubt  be  satis- 
fied with  that  arrangement. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Truants  and  Absentees  from  School. 

An  ordinance  in  relation  to  truants  and 
absentees  from  school. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  ordinance 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  ordi- 
nance be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  and  I  will  briefly  state  the 
reasons  for  the  motion.  Although  the  matter  has 
once  been  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, it  was  at  a  special  meeting,  and  without 
its  ever  having  been  referred  to  them  by 
the  City  Council.  The  fact  was,  that  last 
Thursday  or  Friday  the  Supreme  Court  gave 
a  decision  by  which  all  the  truant  boys  at 
the  Island  are  said  to  be  illegally  imprison- 
ed, and  they  can  be  released  at  any  time  their 
parents  choose  to  call  for  them.  The  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions  very  naturally  wished  to 
see  if  any  remedy  could  be  applied,  and  per- 
suaded the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  hold  a 
special  meeting  on  Monday.  The  matter  was 
hastily  considered,  and  the  draft  of  an  ordinance 
was  put  in  by  the  vote  of  a  part  of  the  members 
present;  but  it  is  not  the  report  of  the  committee. 
For  myself,  I  wish  to  say  that  when  I  arrived  at 
the  meeting  it  was  nearly  over,  and  what  little  in- 
formation I  got  was  not  entirely  satislactory. 
Since  then  I  have  looked  at  the  matter  still  more, 
and  I  believe  this  ordinance  should  be  very 
carefully  considered  before  it  is  passed. 
In  the  meantime  I  wish  the  Council  to 
understand  that  this  particular  ordinance, 
which  has  just  been  read  by  the  Presi- 
dent, cannot  possibly  go  into  effect  until  next 
September,  I  state  on  the  authority  of  the  City 
Solicitor  that  it  is  impossible  for  this  ordinance 
to  have  any  effect  upon  the  boys  who  have  been 
tried  and  sentenced  to  the  island.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  unlikely  that  any  child  will  be  convict- 
ed during  vacation.  I  really  hope  the  Council 
will  lie  inclined  to  send  the  matter  back  to  the 
committee,  because  however  proper  the  ordinance 
may  be  in  the  matter  of  form,  I  think  the  Council 
will  wish  to  1  x>k  into  the  subject  more  before 
they  decide  it  is  right  in  spirit.  The  whole  ob- 
ject of  this  ordinance  is  that  every  child 
convicted  of  truancy  shall  be  committed 
to  the  House  of  Reformation  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  two  years.  To  my  mind  the  law  of 
1873  seems  to  anticipate  that  the  city  of  Boston 
shall  try  to  send  those  children  to  a  school.  If  we 
have  neglected  or  misunderstood  our  duty  hereto- 
fore, it  may  be  providential  that  the  whole  mat- 
ter has  fallen  through.  The  ordinance  cannot  go 
into  effect  before  September,  and  when  the  Coun- 
cil come  to  look  into  the  matter  I  think  they  will 
feel  that  this  is  a  harsh  measure  in  itself.  The 
fact  that  we  are  now  without  any  legal  truants  in 
our  charge  gives  us  time  enough  to  consider  what 
is  the  best  course  to  take  heieafter.  For  these 
reasons,  and  because  the  committee  have  nut  had 
proper  time  to  consider  the  subject,  I  move  the 
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reference  of  the  ordinance  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24 — I  hope  this  matter  will 
not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
A  meeting  ot  the  committee  was  called  one  day 
this  week  for  the  very  purpose  of  considering  this 
matter.  The  City  Solicitor  was  in  attendance 
and  fully  explained  the  measure;  and  the  City 
Clerk,  who,  from  his  long  experience  in -city  mat- 
ters, knew  just  what  the  difficulty  was,  was  also 
present.  The  difficulty  was  this:"  For  a  number 
of  years  previous  to  1873,  I  think  it  was,  this  ordi- 
nance in  reference  to  truant  children  and  their 
punishment  was  among  the  ordinances  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  a  proper  penalty— a  flue  of  S20— 
was  attached.  For  some  reason  or  other,  when 
the  ordinances  were  revised — through  an  error  of 
somebody— the  penalty  was  left  out,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  and  all  the  children  who  have  been  com- 
mitted for  truancy  since  1873  have  been  wrong- 
fully committed.  Now,  I  do  not  know  of  a  better 
time  than  this,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  what  we 
may  call  hasty  action,  to  put  in  and  attach  to  the 
ordinance  a  proper  penalty.  The  fact  that  it 
cannot  have  any  effect  untilSepteruber,  when  the 
schools  come  in  again,  should  have  no  weieht 
affixed  to  it.  The  ordinance  should  be  in  proper 
working  order  when  the  schools  come  together  in 
September.  The  gentleman  says  he  was  not 
present  at  the  full  committee  meeting;  but  my 
remembrance  of  the  meeting  is  that  he  was  there 
quite  a  long  time,  and  appeared  to  fully  under- 
stand the  whole  subject.  I  think  there  was  but 
one  member  of  the  committee  absent.  The  mat- 
ter was  lully  considered.  It  seemed  to  be  the 
common  feeling  of  all  the  other  memliers  of  the 
committee  that  this  thing  should  be  attended  to 
at  once.  I  hope  it  will  not  lie  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  have  already 
fully  considered  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— My  colleague  oq  the  committee, 
1  believe  the  Council  will  notice,  stated  nothing 
different  from  what  I  have  said.  I  suppose  he  did 
not  pay  so  much  attention  to  the  moment  I  ar- 
rived at  the  committee  meeting  as  I  did  myself.  I 
was  not  there  at  the  time  the  matter  was  virtually 
decided,  but  the  committee  let  me  read  the  pa- 
pers before  the  subject  was  finally  passed  upon. 
But  the  main  consideration  I  have  to  offer  is  that 
we  are  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the  ordiuauce 
drawn  by  the  City  Solicitor  is  in  a  proper  form. 
It  may  be  that  if  the  penalty  was  death,  the  ordi- 
nance would  be  in  proper  form;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  this  Council  would  like  to  put  that 
penalty  upon  the  crime  of  truancy.  It  is  not  be- 
cause the  penalty  is  not  in  proper  form  that  I  ask 
to  have  it  sent  back,  but  because  it  is  of  so  much 
importance  that  the  committee  ought  to  give  more 
than  half  an  hour's  attention  to  it  before  attempt- 
ing to  push  this  order  through  in  this  hasty  manner. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  passing  this  ordinance 
until  next  September,  and  I  hope  that  between 
this  time  and  then  some  committee  will  look  over 
the  matter  and  see  whether  we  are  doing  the  best 
thing  that  can  be  done  under  the  statutes.  I  ven- 
ture to  call  attention  to  chapter  362  of  the  acts  of 
1873.  The  first  section  provides  that  each  city 
shall  make  all  needful  arrangements  for  the  con- 
finement of  truant  children  in  some  house  of 
reformation.  Tbe  third  section  speaks  of  its  be- 
ing lawful  to  send  these  children  to  any  suitable 
nstitution.  Section  5  provides  that  three  or  more 
cities  and  towns  may  unite  and  form  a  school  for 
the  discipline  and  instruction  of  these  children. 
Section  7  provides  that  any  city  or  town  may  elect 
to  send  these  children  to  the  State  institution  at 
Monson.  Now,  .Mr.  President,  I  claim  that  this 
matter  has  not  been  fully  considered  by  any  com- 
mittee, and  it  .surely  cannot  have  been  by  the 
Council.  We  have  no  right  to  avoid  our  duty 
to  these  truants  by  simply  passing  an  ordinauce, 
and  saying  that  the  penalty  for  truancy  is  con- 
finement at  Deer  Island  for  a  period  up  to  two 
years.  I  do  not  think  it  oucht  ever  to  have  been 
passed,  and  certainly  when  the  defect  in  the  law 
is  seen,  and  this  ordinance  must  be  passed  over 
again,  it  seems  to  me  we  should  take  a  little  time 
to  look  it  in  the  face  and  see  whether  it  is  what 
we  need.  In  1875  this  matter  was  very  fully  dis- 
cussed in  regard  to  the  building  at  the  Marcella- 
street  Home.  I  remember  distinctly  that  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  spoke  earnestly  and  warmly  on  the 
subject.  It  was  decided  that  the  truant  boys 
were  to  be  taken  from  the  island  and  placed  at 
the  Marcella-street  Home.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  said, 
over  and  over  again,  and  it  was  the  main  part  of 
his  argument,  that  truancy  was  not  a  crime,  and 
we  should  not  treat  it  as  such.   By  some  accident, 


after  we  got  the  Marcella-street  Home  fitted  up, 
they  sent  the  pauper  boys  up  there  instead  of  the 
truaut  boys,  saying  they  were  still  more  innocent. 
But  that  does  not  meet  the  objection,  which  is, 
that  we  are  to  enact  a  law  which  provides  that 
truant  children  shall  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Reformation.  As  I  understand  it,  there  have 
been  three  classes  of  children  there — pauper  chil- 
dren, simply  the  poor  taken  up  by  the  city;  then 
the  truant  children,  who  were  sent  down  there 
because  they  would  not  go  to  school,  and  are  kept 
imprisoned  from  one  month  to  two  years:  and 
besides  that  there  are  all  these  House'  of  Refor- 
mation boys  who  were  gathered  from  the  street 
and  who  can  be  retained  there  until  their  majori- 
ty. I  believe  the  directors  have  done  all  they  can 
to  separate  these  classes.  But  it  has  always 
seemed  to  me  that  it  is  unfair  to  pvit  a  crime 
upon  a  boy  by  saying  that  he  has  been  sent  down 
to  Deer  Island.  It  is  a  severe  penalty  upon  a  boy 
whose  only  crime  is  that  he  has  too  much  life  anil 
energy,  and  don't  like  to  go  to  school.  If  the  mat- 
ter was  sent  back  to  the  committee,  I  think  that 
they  will  find  that  some  other  place  can  be  pro- 
vided to  send  these  boys  to  instead  of  Deer  Island. 
If  tbe  Council  pass  this  they  will  have  to  reenact 
a  law  not  now  in  force.  I  hope  they  will  send  it 
to  some  committee.  If  it  is  not  best  "to  send  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  send  it  to  some 
other  committee,  instead  of  passing  an  ordinance 
about  which  the  only  thing  that  can  be  said  is  that 
the  City  Solicitor  says  it  is  right  in  law,  when 
the  Council  may  not  wish  to  do  that. 

Mr.  Swift  of  \Vard  9—1  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary to  refer  this  ordinauce  to  the  committee. 
There  can  be  no  hann  in  passing  it  now  in  its 
present  form.  H^cannot  properly  lie  regarded  as 
a  change  in  the  law.  It  is  merely  supplying  what 
everybody  supposed  existed.  It  is  merely  making 
the  law  what  every  one  thought  it  was,  what 
every  one  concurred  in,  apparently  with  satisfac- 
tion, until  this  test  case  was  brought  up  and  it 
was  discavered  that  no  penalty  was  attached.  Now 
if  the  plan  or  change  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  were  adopted  by  this  Council,  it 
would  be  a  very  radical  change  in  our  school  poli- 
cy. If  we  are  going  to  cany  out  the  system  of 
compulsory  education  which  has  always  "been  the 
policy  of  this  Commonwealth,  we  must  have  a 
penalty  for  truancy,  and  whether  you  call  it  a 
house  of  reformation  or  a  truant  school  does  not 
make  any  difference  in  regard  to  the  nature  of 
the  institution.  The  boys  must  be  sent  up  there 
or  else  they  cannot  be  made  to  do  their  tasks  and 
learn  their  lessons.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
stigma  attached  to  being  sent  as  a  truaut  to 
Deer  Island.  I  do  not  think  a  boy  is  regarded  as 
a  criminal  because  he  is  sent  there  as  a  truaut, 
and  I  had  always  supposed  they  were  treated 
with  great  wisdom  ana  discretion.  But  however 
that  may  be,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  harm 
in  passing  this  ordinance  now  to  make  the  law 
what  it  was  supposed  to  be.  Afterwards,  if  there 
is  a  desire  to  change  the  law  on  this  subject,  the 
proper  form  would  be  to  propose  an  amendment 
to  the  ordinance.  That  would  be  a  very  radical 
change  in  our  school  policy,  and  ought  properly 
to  come  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the 
ordinance.  Such  a  procedure  would  not  be  inter- 
fered with  in  any  way  by  the  passage  of  this  ordi- 
nance now.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  whatever 
wiry  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  It  seems  proper  that  it.  should  be 
passed  tonight. 
-Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7—1  hope  this  ordinance  will 
be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
or  some  other  committee,  and  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  is  the  proper  one.  As  the 
member  of  the  committee  who  first  spoke  on  this 
matter  has  said,  this  is  being  passed  through 
hastily;  the  committee  have  not  given  it  the  con- 
sideration they  should  give  any  new  ordinance 
before  it  comes  up  for  passage."  It  could  not  in 
any  way  be  passed  this  evening  without  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  which  I  hardly  think  the  Council 
will  grant.  1  believe  that  nothing  will  be  gained 
by  refusing  to  refer  it. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— After  the  remarks  of  my 
friend  from  Ward  9  1  feel  some  hesitation  about 
saying  anything  on  this  matter.  He  looks  at  the 
subject  just  as  1  do,  and  what  I  may  say  might 
appear  to  be  repeating  what  he  said.  The  statute 
of  1860  went  into  effect  prescribing  a  penalty  for 
truancy.  In  1862  another  law  was  passed  which 
also  punished  truancy,  and  another  class  of  of- 
fenders who  are  called  absentees  from  school. 
That  law  allowed  cities  and  towns  to  pass  by-laws 
fixing  penalties  upon  those  guilty  of  truancy  and 
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absenteeism  from  school— a  fine  of  §20.  At  the 
same  time  another  section  of  that  law  of  1862  al- 
lowed the  court  having  cognizance  of  the  case  to 
send  them  to  some  institution  of  correction.  The 
city  passed  a  by-law  under  that  law,  and  it  re- 
mained a  law  until  1870,  I  think, when  another  law 
was  passed  defining  almost  in  the  same  words  as 
in  the  statutes  of  18G2  the  crime  of  truancy;  but 
one  section  enacted  that  after  the  passage  of  this 
law,  the  other  law  (chapter  207,  I  think,  1862) 
should  no  longer  have  any  effect  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  From  the  time  of  the  passage  of  that 
law  until  1873,  there  was  no  penalty  lor  truancy 
or  absenteeism  from  school  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
while  in  the  rest  of  the  State  there  was  a  penalty. 
In  187a,  that  oversight  was  apparently  detected, 
and  the  law  of  1862  was  substantially  reenacted 
by  chapter  262  of  the  acts  of  1S73.  The  statute  of 
1873  allowed  cities  and  towns  the  same  as  the  stat- 
ute of  1862  did,  to  pi  ss  ordinances  punishing  tru- 
ancy and  absenteeism,  except  that  it  took  away 
the  fixing  of  a  fine,  and  provided  instead,  for 
sending  them  to  some  institution  for  instruction 
and  correction.  That  law  was  apparently 
neglected  by  the  City  Government,  and  no  ordi- 
nance was  ever  passed  making  truancy  a  crime 
or  giving  the  Court  authority  to  take  any  cog- 
nizance of  the  matter.  And  so  the  matter  has 
stood  until  the  present.  From  1870  until  the  pres- 
ent time  there  has  been  no  law  allowing-  the 
courts  to  take  cognizance  of  children  guilty  of 
truancy  or  absenteeism  from  school.  Everybody 
supposed  it  was  wrong  under  the  law  to  be  a 
truant  or  absentee  from  school.  Not  only  have 
people  in  general  supposed  so,  but  the  courts  and 
officers  of  the  city  have  supposed  so,  and  com- 
plaint after  complaint,  and  conviction  after  con- 
viction have  been  made  in  the  courts  on  that  sup- 
position. Now,  suddenly  we  are  informed  there 
is  no  law  which  makes  truancy  punishable.  What 
shall  we  do  ?  We  are  in  the  beginning  of  the 
summer  vacation,  and  are  about  to  take  a  vaca- 
tion ourselves.  What  is  the  proper  thing  for  the 
city  to  do  ?  Isn't  it  proper  to  put  that  law  where 
everybody  supposed  it  was,  not  making  it  any 
more  onerous,  and  leave  it  there  until  any  gen- 
tleman who  desires  a  different  system  can 
propose  it  in  a  proper  way,  as  suggested 
by  my  friend  from  Ward  9.  Is  it  not  proper 
to  put  that  law  where  everybody  supposed  it  was 
and  not  make  the  change  now.  I  agree  with  my 
friend  from  Ward  12  in  many  things  in  regard  to 
caring  for  truant  children.  No  one  will  go  farther 
than  I  will  in  that  direction.  I  have  believed  in 
it  ever  since  1  have  been  in  public  life,  but  this  is 
not  the  time  to  make  a  change.  We  want  to  put 
the  law  just  where  it  stood.  If  we  are  going  to 
take  a  vacation  until  after  September,  we  don't 
know  how  long  the  committee  may  be  in  report- 
ing upon  the  matter.  It  may  be  one  or  two  meet- 
ings after  the  vacation  before  any  action  can  be 
had  if  the  ordinance  is  referred  to  them.  The 
best  we  can  do  today  is  to  put  the  law  where  it 
should  be.  We  should  not  leave  the  city  for  a 
month,  at  least,  without  any  penalty  attached  to 
truancy.  That  is  not  the  way  to  leave  such  a 
matter  in  a  great  city  like  Boston.  Therefore  we 
should  pass  this  ordinance  and  leave  the  law 
where  we  supposed  it  was,  and  then  let  the  gen- 
tleman from  WTard  12  offer  an  order  to  consider 
whether  the  present  method  of  dealing  with  tru- 
ant children  is  the  best,  and  I,  for  one,  will  be 
glad  to  back  him  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  make  one  rejoinder 
to  the  gentleman.  I  think  the  Council  will  be 
convinced  that  the  legal  argument  is  rather  fine 
to  the  comprehension  of  most  of  us.  If  the  law 
is  good,  it  ought  never  to  be  toucned  again;  but, 
if  the  gentleman  does  not  feel  it  is  the  best  thing 
to  be  done,  still  we  had  better  put  the  old  law- 
back  and  then  go  to  work  and  alter  it.  I  cannot 
understand  the  propriety  ot  that  course.  It  is 
not  as  if  we  had  two  hundred  children  and  had  to 
provide  for  them  at  once.  Xo  ordinance  passed 
tonight  will  make  it  legal  to  keep  them  down 
there.  No  children  will  be  caught  and  tried  un- 
der this  new  ordinance  until  next  September,  if 
we  pass  it.  More  than  that,  it  stands  to  reason 
that  these  habitual  truants  will  nut  become  so 
until  after  school  has  opened.  I  think  the  most 
inflexible  officer  would  give  a  child  at  least 
a  month  before  complaining  ot  him  as 
an  habitual  truant.  I  do  not  believe  there  would 
be  a  case  under  the  ordinance  until  the  first  of 
October,  and  perhaps  not  until  the  first  of 
November.  If  we  do  not  think  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  is  the  proper  committee,  let  us 
send  it  to  another  committee,  and    let  them  re- 


port back  whether  it  is  desirable  to  make  a 
change.  It  seems  to  me  when  we  begin  to  look 
at  it,  we  cannot  justify  our  action  on  moral 
grounds  for  moving  to  reenact  that  law  and  then 
going  to  work  to  have  it  changed.  Besides  I  be- 
lieve there  is  another  reason  for  passing  the  ordi- 
nance at  this  time.  I  believe  the  members  of  the 
committee  know  it  well,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
good  one.  I  do  not  believe  the  haste  in  pushing 
this  ordinance  is  in  the  interests  of  good  legis- 
lation and  public  morality.  Without  going 
into  the  discussion  of  the  other  matter,  I 
fall  back  upon  this  proposition,  that  the 
members  of  the  committee  who  have  looked 
into  this  matter  do  not  believe  it  is  a 
system  which  should  be  reestablished;  second, 
there  is  no  reason  for  hurrying  it  for  the  next 
two  months;  and,  third,  any  committee  will  be 
able  to  look  into  the  matter  and  make  an  intelli- 
gent report  by  next  September.  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  not  pass  any  ordinance  which  they  expect 
to  be  compelled  to  modify  by  next  September. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances was  lost  by  a  rising  vote — 24  for,  28 
against. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
Mr.  Bailey  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  5: 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

EXAMtJTERS  OF    BTJILDIXGS. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council  members  will  remember  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  19,  Mr.  Anthony,  undertook 
to  make  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby 
the  Council  refused  to  refer  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, the  order  to  furnish  the  means  to  pay 
three  additional  inspectors.  It  was  evident  to 
me  and  other  members  of  the  Council,  by  the 
votes  which  took  place,  that  a  majority  of  the 
Council  were  in  favor  of  passing  that  order,  and 
were  really  prevented  from  carrying  out  their 
wishes  by  the  neglect  of  somebody  who  voted 
with  the  majority  to  move  a  reconsideration. 
Now,  sir,  in  order  to  give  the  Council  an  opportu- 
nity to  vote  upon  the  motion,  I  move  that  the 
rule  be  suspended  in  order  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  19  may  have  an  opportunity  to  maKe 
his  motion  to  reconsider  tonight. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Whitmore — In  consultation  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  19,  I  have  written  out  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider,  and  make  it  because  there  is  a 
difference  between  the  printed  report  and  the 
statement  just  made  Dy  the  gentleman,  and  I 
think  we  had  better  go  by  the  official  report. 

The  President— The  record  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Common  Council  is,  that  the  Council  non-con- 
curred in  the  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  President  read  the  following,  offered  by 
Mr.  Whitmore: 

"Moved,  To  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting  the 
order  for  the  appointment  of  three  examiners  of 
buildings  in  which  operatives  are  employed, 
passed  by  the  Council  July  1,  1880,  and  orinted  on 
page  373  of  the  proceedings." 

Mr.  Whitmore — It  is  a  matter  of  fact,  however— 

Mr.  Parkman — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
rule  was  suspended  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  19  might  move  the  reconsideration.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  put  the 
motion  in  that  way. 

The  President— the  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the 
record  of  the  Clerk  being  that  the  Council  refused 
to  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  refer- 
ring the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  that 
is  the  official  record  of  the  Council,  and  that  a 
motion  must  be  made  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  we  refused  to  concur  in  that  reference. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19 — I  move  that  we  re- 
consider the  vote  whereby  this  Council  refused 
to  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  ref- 
erence to  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  matter  in 
relation  to  three  examiners  of  buildings. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  hope  this  matter  will 
not  be  reconsidered.  I  think  the  action  we  took 
before  was  a  very  proper  one.  It  seemed  to  be 
the  general  sentiment  of  the  Council  when  the 
matter  came  up,  the  other  night,  that  the  law 
passed  by  the  Legislature  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter of  staircases  in  buildings  where  operatives 
are  employed,  is  a  very  impractical  one;  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  enforce  it  literally,  and  if 
it  was  enforced  it  would  produce  great  injustice 
and  hardship.  It  was  admitted  by  the  committee 
that  the  three  inspectors  they  proposed  to  ap- 
point would  be  inadequate  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law.    The  gentleman  from  Ward  19 
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stated  that  a  dozen  extra  inspectors  would  be 
needed  it  it  were  intended  to  really  carry  out  tne 
law.  But  their  idea  was  that  something  ought  to 
he  done  about  it,  and  they  thought  that  if  the 
City  Government  took  some  steps  in 
this  matter  and  appointed  some  extra  in- 
spectors, in  some  way  the  city  would 
be  relieved  from  a  possible  liability.  It  was  said 
the  City  Solicitor  thought  something  of  that  sort 
ought  to  be  done.  I  asked  the  City  Solicitor 
whether  he  had  given  such  an  opinion.  He  told 
me  the  only  opinion  he  had  given  on  the  subject 
was  to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  who  had  come 
to  him  and  asked  him  whether  he  would  be 
obliged  to  carry  out  such  a  law  as  that,  whether 
it  would  be  necessary  to  do  anything  about  it; 
and  the  City  Solicitor  told  him  that  statute  was 
as  much  law  as  any  other  statute  of  the  Common- 
wealth. The  Inspector  therefore  gave  notice  to 
all  persons  who  were  violating  the  law  that  they 
were  violating  it,  and  that  they  must  risk  the  con- 
sequences. It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  do  about  it.  I  do  not  believe  it  can 
be  seriously  contended  that  the  appointment  of 
an  insufficient  force — avowedly  insufficient,  and 
acknowledged  to  be  such  by  the  committee— is 
any  better  than  appointing  no  inspectors  at  all.  It 
is  acknowledged  by  everybody  that  it  would  be 
impractical  and  impolitic  for  the  city  to  strictly 
enforce  this  law  in  all  cases.  Yet  it  is  proposed 
not  to  eniorce  it,  but  to  pretend  to  do  something 
towards  enforcing  it,  by  appointing  inspectors 
who  the  committee  admit  cannot  do  the  work.  I 
think  such  action  is  useless,  inconsistent  and 
foolish.  I  hope  the  former  action  of  the  Council 
will  be  adhered  to  and  the  vote  will  not  be  recon- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19—1  hope  the  vote  will 
be  reconsidered.  The  gentlemen  is  in  error  if  he 
states  that  I  had  anything  to  say  with  the  City 
Solicitor.  I  stated  plainly  that  the  chief  inspect- 
or had  an  interview  with  "the  City  Solicitor,  and 
his  statement  was  that  something  ousrhf.  to  be 
done  about  it.  He  also  had  an  inter- 
view with  the  Mayor.  It  is  very  plain 
to  the  committee  that  the  present  eight 
inspectors  of  the  department  have  a  great 
deal  of  work  to  perform,  and  there  is  not 
enough  of  them  i*  carry  out  this  new  law,  con- 
sequently, when  it  came  before  the  committee 
they  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  at  least 
three  more  examiners  should  be  appointed  to 
make  examinations  and  recommendations.  For 
that  reason  the  order  was  brought  forward.  I 
hope  it  will  be  passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  17— Do  I  understand  the 
committee  to  state  that  these  inspectors  are  to 
be  permanent? 

Mr.  Anthony — Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Morrison — Then  I  take  the  same  view  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  does.  I  pretend  to 
say  that  it  the  law  is  to  be  carried  out  according 
to  the  letter  a  hundred  men  could  not  do  it.  I 
pretend  to  say  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  should 
be  carried  out.  If  anybody  will  take  the  report 
and  read  it  I  think  he  will  see  that  nine-tenths 
of  what  the  inspectors  do  is  entirely  uncessary 
for  the  interests  of  the  city  and  the  protection  of 
property.  For  instance,  they  must  go  around 
and  peak  into  everybody's  chimney.  If  this  law 
is  to  be  carried  out,  let  it  be  done  by  the  present 
inspectors.  If  the  present  force  is  inadequate, 
amend  the  ordinance  so  that  the  work  can  be 
done  thoroughly,  and  not  have  any  mincing 
about  it.  But  I  shall  not  vote  to  spend  $2001)  for 
two  examiners,  because  I  don't  believe  the  intent 
is  to  carry  out  the  law  even  in  spirit.  But  I  think 
the  spirit  of  the  law  can  be  carried  out  by  the 
present  force;  but  if  the  force  is  insufficient,  let 
us  amend  the  ordinance  and  have  a  sufficient 
force  to  do  it. 

The  reconsideration  was  carried,  and  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  in  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Anthony  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

PAT  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  eight  o'clock,  viz.: 

Orders  to  rescind  so  much  of  the  order  of  May 
27  as  relates  to  the  classification  of  labor  and 
grading  of  pay,  and  instructing  the  heads  of  de- 
partments to  base  the  wages  of  city  laborers  for 
the  present  and  succeeding  months  at  $1.75  per 
day. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6— At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council,  on  account  of  the   lateness   of   the 


hour,  I  moved  to  specially  assign  this  to  half-past 
eight  tonight.  My  reasons  for  introducing  this 
order  may  be  briefly  stated.  I  might  state  that  I 
was  not  in  favor  of  the  order  passed  on  the  27th 
of  May  in  concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, which  is  on  page  304  of  the  records.  The 
order  was  passed  during  my  absence  from  the 
chamber  and  a  reconsideration  was  refused  the 
same  evening.  Since  then  I  have  had  my  worst 
fears  realized  in  regard  to  this  order,  as  it  is  now 
working  disadvantageously  and  unfairly,  as  I 
have  heard  from  those  in  the  departments  who 
are  not  paid  properly.  There  is  an  inequality  of 
pay.  The  original  order  did  not  contemplate 
that.  The  Council  did  not  intend  by  the 
original  order  that  there  should  be  any 
unfairness  about  this.  On  the  loth  of 
January  an  order  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee  to  consider  this  matter  of  the  pay 
of  laborers,  and  on  the  12th  of  February  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  the  basis  of  pay  should  be 
one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents,  rather  that 
the  heads  of  departments  be  requested  to  figure 
on  that  basis  in  making  up  their  estimates  for 
the  ensuing  financial  year.  1  find  there  are  some 
who  are  paid  $1.75  a  day,  some  $1.G2V.>  and  some 
§1.50.  This  is  especially  so  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment. In  the  debate  on  this  matter  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  on  the  24th  of  May  it  was  stated  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  quot- 
ing the  language  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  that  he  would  not  have  anybody  in  his 
department  but  men  who  could  do  the  work  and 
do  an  equal  share  with  the  others.  It  was  also 
stated  that  the  pay  roll  for  that  month  would  be 
made  up  at  that  rate.  But  it  was  not  made  up  at 
that  rate  for  that  month,  and  has  not  been  made 
up  at  that  rate  since.  Some  of  the  men 
who    have    come     to     me     and     stated     their 

frievances  in  this  respect  have  every  evi- 
ence  in  their  physical  appearance  of  men  who 
are  first  class  for  mauual  labor;  and  they  have 
stated  to  me  that  they  have  not  been  paid  higher 
than  .$1.50  a  day.  It  is  also  stated  that  in  some  of 
the  other  yards  of  the  city  the  foremen  have  not 
shown  this  partiality,  and  that  the  men  have  been 
uniformly  paid  at  $1.75  a  day.  In  the  Department 
of  Common  and  Squares,  which  was  the  first  to 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  City  Council  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  vote  accepting  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Laborer's  Pay,  the  Superintendent 
has  from  the  commencement  made  up  his  pay 
rolls  at  $1.75  a  day,  and  has  kept  only  men  who 
could  do  the  work  well.  The  city  of  Boston  is  not 
an  eleemosynary  institution  for  the  lame,  the 
blind  and  the  halt.  It  should  have  first-class 
labor  and  pay  first-class  wages.  I  understand 
that  in  the  Sewer  Department  they  do  not  have 
this  unfair  discrimination  which  is  apparent  to 
many,  on  the  testimony  of  those  who  work  in  other 
departments.  The  citizens  of  Boston  are  willing,  as 
has  been  expressed  by  this  Council  heretofore, 
that  the  rate  of  pay  should  be  on  the  basis  of 
$1.75  a  day.  The  citizens  have  been  taxed  on  that 
basis,  it  has  gone  into  the  tax  levy,  the  money 
will  be  realized  to  pay  them,  and  shall  we  take  a 
retrograde  step  in  this  matter  ?  Shall  we  stulti- 
fy ourselves  after  saying  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote  of  both  branches,  that  the  basis  shall  be 
$1.75  ?  Shall  we  leave  it  to  the  men  working  the 
different  departments,  many  of  whom  have  been 
lately  removed,  and  some  censured  for  conduct 
unbecoming  their  position,  and  who  have  hereto- 
fore brought  discredit  on  some  of  the  heads  of 
departments,  causing  investigation  —  shall  we 
leave  it  to  these  men  to  make,  perhaps  by  their 
bias  or  prejudice,  a  discrimination  among  the 
men  under  thorn  ?  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to  do 
so.  I  do  not  think  the  members  of  this  Council 
who  look  into  the  matter  will  disagree  with 
me  in  saying  that  we  should  not  make  an  un- 
fair discrimination  against  them.  Mind  you, gen- 
tlemen, the  Superintendent  of  Streets  has  stated 
through  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing that  he  does  not  want  anybody  but  strong 
men  in  his  department,  and  the  chairman  pre- 
viously stated  that  there  is  no  distinction  in  the 
Paving  Department,  for  the  reason  that  they 
would  not  have  anybody  but  strong,  able-bodied 
men.  The  chairman  of  the  Paving  Committee 
said  he  was  in  a  position  where  he  saw  as  many 
men  who  want  work  as  the  other  aldermen  do. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  it  Is  apparent  to  me  there  is 
a  discrimination  in  that  department,  and  I  think 
there  is  an  unfair  distinction.  I  have  seen  able- 
bodied  men  who  work  in  that  department  for 
$1.50  a  day,  and  who  really  do  more  than  some  of 
those  who  are  paid  $1.75.    You  can  see  how  that 
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will  engender  bad  blood  in  the  department, 
although  I  hope  no  trouble  will  arise  from  it. 
As  I  said  before,  the  order  of  May  27  was 
passed  while  I  was  outside  of  the  chamber,  and 
a  reconsideration  was  refused,  so  that  I  was  cut 
off  from  representing  what  I  reared  would  be  the 
case,  and  what  has  really  become  so. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8 — I  remember  that  I  was 
one  of  a  special  committee  appointed  to  consider 
this  matter,  and  my  friend  from  Ward  9  was  on 
the  same  committee,  and  said  SI. 75  a  day  was  lit- 
tle enough  for  a  man  to  receive  and  support  his 
family.  I  am  not  on  the  Paving  Committee,  but 
I  can  stand  here  and  say  that  that  department  is 
abused  more  than  any  other.  I  do  not  believe 
the  men  in  the  Paving  Department  are  superior 
to  any  other  class.  It  is  true  that  discrimination 
has  arisen  in  the  Paving  Department,  but  it  is 
not  from  the  action  of  the  Superintendent.  The 
committee  recommended  that  the  change  be 
made  and  it  was  done.  No  blame  should  be  at- 
tached to  the  Superintendent.  I  hope  the  order 
will  be  passed  tonight  and  a  uniform  rate  of 
wages  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  had  the  honor  to 
be  on  the  committee  of  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  8  was  a  member.  I  went  to  the  office 
of  the  Paving  Department,  and  I  must  say  the 
arrangements  they  have  made  are  admirable.  I 
have  certainly  seen  men  working  for  the  Paving 
Department  in  the  streets  of  Boston,  who  1 
thought  were  not  worth  three  cents  a  diy.  The 
system  now  is  that  the  men  who  attend  to  their 
lousiness  aDd  do  their  work  well  get  $1.75  a  day. 
If  he  is  a  poor  workman  and  loafs,  he  gets  $1.50*  a 
day,  If  he  does  a  little  better,  he  gets  $1.62%, 
and  if  he  is  a  first-class  laborer  he  gets  $1.75.  It 
seems  to  me  the  grading  of  the  pay  from  .$1.50  to 
Sl-"*5  is  an  admirable  incentive  to  men  to  do  the 
work  well.  If  they  do  not  work  well  they  get 
§1.50  a  day  only.    I  shall  vote  against  the  order. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  say  a  few  words,  called  out  by  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken.  In  the 
first  place,  I  do  not  know  that  any  one  has  ac- 
cused the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  until 
that  is  done  it  hardly  comes  with  good  grace  from 
the  gentleman  from'Ward  8  to  excuse  him.  I  am 
very  sorry  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  cannot 
agree  with  this.  Probably  he  has  received  con- 
siderable new  light  upon  the  matter  since  the  re- 
port was  made.  Heretofore  we  have  paid  all  the 
laborers  at  a  uniform  rate.  Why  not  pay  them 
uniformly  now?  If  they  loaf,  is  that  an  argument 
that  the  others  should  be  paid  at  a  different  rate  ? 
If  they  loaf,  they  are  not  fit  to  work  while  men  are 
willing  to  work  in  their  places.  Heretofore  there 
was  no  distinction,  and  now  we  are  asked  to  make 
a  distinction  like  this.  If  there  are  men  unable  to 
work  I  do  not  think  the  Paving  Department  is  the 
place  for  them,  and  the  gentleman  must  impeach 
what  has  been  said  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  When  the  Superintendent  sayg,  "I  don't 
want  anybody  but  strong  men  in  my  department," 
-and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
says  "There  is  no  distinction  in  that  department," 
I  think  it  is  time  to  place  more  importance  upon 
their  statements  than  upon  the  words  of  an  indi- 
vidual. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  think  a  great  deal 
depends  upon  the  foreman.  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be  any  loafing"in  the  streets  if  the  foremen 
do  their  duty.  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  loafing 
on  the  streets,  but  it  was  because  the  foreman 
was  not  about.  If  the  Superintendent  is  allowed 
to  appoint  foremen  who  know  their  business  and 
are  not  simply  politicians,  I  think  there  would 
be  no  trouble.  The  great  trouble  aiises  from 
the  effort  of  certain  parties  to  have  certain 
others  appointed  foremen,  and  of  course 
they  have  their  friends.  I  know  of  a 
case  where  a  foreman  rated  a  man  as  first  class 
who  could  not  do  a  decent  day's  work.  I  did  not 
believe  it  myself.  The  Superintendent  was  as- 
tonished that  the  man  was  getting  SI. 75  a  day.  I 
think  if  we  had  foremen  who  understood  their 
business,  and  were  not  politicians,  we  should  have 
less  trouble. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13 — I  think  a  great  deal  de- 
pends upon  the  foreman.  I  notice  that  over  in 
my  district  the  foreman  acts  partially,  and  dis- 
criminates among  the  men.  I  have  been  a  labor- 
er since  I  was  fifteen  years  old,  and  ought  to  be 
conversant  with  it.  Parties  came  to  me  within  the 
last  week  or  two  who  are  able-bodied  men,  and 
said  they  were  getting  $1.62  and  some  §1.50  a  day. 
I  thought  myself  we  would  never  reach  the  limit 


of  our  indebtedness  by  the  expenditures  in  the  Pav- 
ing Department.  If  there  is  any  grading  at  all,  it 
should  be  that  the  best  men  receive  S2  a  day,  for 
I  think  they  are  worth  that.  I  offered  an  order 
here  two  oi  three  weeks  ago  which  was  defeated. 
My  object  was  then  that  those  men  should  receive 
the  wages  which  the  Council  was  of  opinion  they 
should  receive.  I  called  at  the  Auditor's  office 
and  found  that  in  the  Common,  Sewer  and  Health 
departments  the  laborers  were  paid  $1.75  a  dav. 
It  seems  rather  strange  to  me  that  the  Paving  De- 
partment cannot  pay  $1.75  a  day  when  they  have 
the  money  to  do  it.  If  in  order,  I  would  offer  the 
following  amendment  : 

"Also  to  allow  and  pay  the  difference  between 
this  rate  and  the  amount  which  said  laborers 
have  received  from  the  date  of  their  employment 
in  the  present  year." 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23—1  do  not  believe  in 
either  of  the  orders,  and  I  will  give  my  reasons. 
There  are  many  laborers  in  the  ward  which  I 
have  the  honor  "to  represent,  and  I  have  known 
them  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  They  were  ac- 
quainted with  me  at  that  time,  and  have  grown 
up  in  the  Paving  Department  under  the  town 
government,  and  were  transferred  to  the  Paving 
Department  of  the  city  when  annexation  took 
place,  and  many  of  them  have  held  their  positions 
to  this  day.  Some  of  them  are  getting  old  and  can 
earn  about  a  dollar  and  forty-nine  cents  a  day, 
and  they  are  willing  to  work  for  a  dollar  and' a 
half.  All  the  good,  sprightly  young  laborers, 
who  are  able-bodied,  get  a  dollar  and  seventy-five 
cents  a  day,which  is  right,  and  I  think  they  ought 
to  have  it.  Now,  if  this  order  is  passed  to  make 
it  equal  all  round,  I  tell  the  members  of  this 
Common  Council  that  those  old  laborers  are 
going  to  be  cut  off  from  work  in  the  Paving  De- 
partment, which  is  not  right.  They  have  served 
all  their  lives  in  that  capacity:  they  are  pretty 
good  men  now,  but  cannot  earn  a  dollar  and  sev- 
enty-five cents  a  day,  and  the  foreman  at  West 
Eoxbury  would  not  be  justified  in  hiring  them  at 
that  rate;  and  if  this  order  is  passed  1  should  have 
to  see  them  suffering  before  I  could  come  to  City 
Hall  to  beg  the  Superintendent  to  give  them  em- 
ployment. Those  men  would  have  to  be  pen- 
sioned after  their  long  services,  as  the  policemen 
are,  for  they  must  be  taken  care  of .  I  don't  like 
to  see  these  men  cut  off.  We  have  some  widow 
women  in  West  Roxbury  whose  boys  are  driving 
teams  at  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day.  If  those  wo°- 
men  were  here  tonight  they  would  vote  against 
those  boys  having  a  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents 
a  day,  because  they  are  too  honest  to  allow  it.  I 
believe  they  are  too  honest  to  receive  it,  and  they 
would  want  to  take  their  boys  home.  Now  here  are 
these  old  loafers  around  the  city  of  Boston  for  an 
opportunity  to  get  work.  When  this  classifica- 
tion was  made  they  were  cut  down  to  SI. 50  a  day, 
and  it  waked  them  up.  They  undertook  to  re- 
deem themselves  and  many  have  come  up  to  time 
and  are  getting  $1.75  a  day.  This  classification  is 
made  every  month.  If  the  $1.50  man  has  im- 
proved and  done  his  work  well  he  gets  $1.75  a  dav 
the  next  month.  If  a  man  is  getting  $1.50  a  dav 
and  can  earn  $1.75,  he  is  sure  to  get  it. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  S— Fearing  the  Council 
might  misunderstand  the  aentlemau  from  Ward 
9  on  this  matter,  I  should  like  to  ask  him  when  he 
saw  this  loafing  occur  ?  I  know  the  impression  is 
that  there  is  no  loafing  in  that  department. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  did  not  find  it  necessary  to 
certify  the  time  when  I  saw  the  loafing.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  does  not  say  there  is  no  loafing  in 
that  department.  I  have  a  recollection  in  my  own 
mind  when  it  occurred,  although  I  did  not  state 
it.  It  is  useless  to  say  that  no  men  in  the  Paving- 
Department  are  not  young  men.  I  had  occasion 
to  be  in  the  oifice  of  a  member  of  this  Council  one 
day  when  he  was  visited  by  an  employe  of  the 
Paving  Department,  who  said  that  the  boss  bein°- 
awi-y  he  had  slipped  off  for  a  few  minutes.  Thai 
man  was  a  loafer:  if  he  works  along  and  does  not 
stop  when  the  boss  goes  away  he  will  get  $1.75  a 
day.  I  looked  over  the  pay  rolls  today  and  find 
that  about  one  man  in  fifty  gets  $1.50  a  dav.  As 
soon  as  they  show  that  they  are  worth  it  they  get 
$1.62%,  and  afterwards  $1.75. 

Mr.  Folan  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Christal— I  think  it  is  wrong  for  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  to  classify  all  the  districts  of 
the  city  with  his  district.  In  other  localities 
they  have  not  that  story  to  tell,  and  the  men  per- 
form more  labor  than  in  other  corporations. 
They  are  constantly  at  work,  and  toil  long  hours 
and  walk  long  journeys  to  their  work.  "T  think 
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the  Council  will  bear  me  out  in  the  opinion  that 
§1.75  ajlay  is  small  enough  pay  for  those  men. 

Mr.  Brown — If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  is  and 
all  the  Councilmen  paid  the  same  attention  to 
their  constituents  that  I  do,  they  would  tell  the 
same  story  that  I  do.  I  look  after  my  people 
night  and  morning.  We  were  once  a  nourishing 
town.  We  elected  our  Selectmen  to  look  after  our 
people;  then  when  we  were  annexed  the  Select- 
men came  here  as  the  Councilmen  whose  duty  it  is 
to  personally  represent  the  interests  of  the  ward 
in  all  these  cases,  and  understand  their  wants  and 
needs,  and  I  want  it  to  go  on  record,  that  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets  may  know  what  I  say, 
that  Ward  23  will  compare  as  well  for  good  labor 
as  any  other  ward  in  the  city.  These  men  who 
want  work  from  the  city— and  the  woods  are  full 
of  them— need  to  be  sifted;  and  scaling  the  wages 
is  the  most  honorable  and  direct  way  to  do  it.  Ne- 
man earning  $1.75  a  day  will  get  §1.50  but  a  short 
time. 

Mr.  Christal— I  wish  it  to  go  on  record  that 
Ward  8  has  many  of  the  class  of  men  that  my 
friend  from  Ward  23  speaks  of. 

Mr.  O'Dowd— I  do  not  know  but  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23  can  use  a  great  deal  of  judgment 
and  discretion  in  the  selection  of  laborers.  I  try 
to  use  as  much  discretion  and  judgment  in  that 
respect  as  he,  and  I  do  by  the  city  the  same  as  i 
would  in  consulting  my  own  interests.  If  men 
are  found  loafing,  their  pay  should  be  docked 
the  same  as  employes  of  other  corporations  are 
docked  when  they  are  absent.  Things  have  not 
changed  so  much  within  a  year  that  we  need  to 
classify  the  laborers  and  scale  their  pay.  This 
matter  has  been  pretty  well  discussed,  and  I 
move  the  previous  question. 
^The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  question  on  giving  the  orders  a  second 
reading  was  taken  by  a  rising  vote  24  for,  30 
against,  but  before  the  result  was  declared  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
O'Dowd  of  Ward  6. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading— yeas 
24,  nays  29:— 

Yeas— .Messrs.  Anthony,  Barry,  Bowker,  Chris- 
tal. Cronin,  Devine.  Dixon,  J.  Doberty,  Donahoe. 
Farwell,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Kendricken,  Lane, 
McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Murphy,  O'Dowd,  Rog- 
ers, Sweeney,  Sr.,  Walsh,  Ward,  Welch,  tVhit- 
more — 24. 

Xays  —  Messrs.  Austin,  Bigelow,  Blakemore, 
Brimbecom,  Brown,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Coe, 
Dudley,  Fisher,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Hagar, 
Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Nason, 
Parkman,  Perkins,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  Pray,  H.  N. 
Sawyer,  N.  Sawyer,  Tucker,  Viles,  Wymau— 29. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bailey,  Child, 
Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doberty,  Hancock,  Hollis, 
Howard,  Maguire,  Morrison,  Sibley,  Sweeney, 
Jr.,  Sweetser,  Swift,  Taylor,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Williams. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  furnish 
means  for  payment  of  two  additional  Inspectors 
in  Department  of  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings.  Laid 
on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Order  to  rearrange  the  partitions  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  Armory  Building  on  Wareham  street, 
and  to  cause  the  ceiling  to  be  lathed  and  plas- 
tered, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $450.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

USE  OF  THE  COUNCIL  CHAMBER. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  Clerk's  Office,  July  14, 1880. 
To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Common 
Council— The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  of  this  city,  respectfully  request  leave 
to  make  use  of  the  chamber  of  your  honorable 
body  for  such  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
as  occur  while  repairs  are  in  progress  upon  the 
chamber  of  said  Board. 

S.  F.  McCleary,  City  Clerk. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  the  request 
was  granted. 

fire  department  repair  shop. 
The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  1 
July  15, 1880.  ) 
To  the  City  Council :  Gentlemen— The  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  beg  to  inform  the  City  Coun- 
cil that  the  building  on  Harrison  avenue,  corner 
of  Wareham  street,  now  used  by  this  department 
for  a  repair  shop,  is  an  unsuitable  building  for 
that  purpose.  The  work  done  there  saves  much 
to  the  city,  and  in  order  that  it  may  be  done  well 


and  expeditiously,  larger  quarters  are  necessary. 
This  board,  in  its  annual  report,  represented  the 
necessity  for  a  larger  building  and  would  most  re- 
spectfully ask  that  immediate  action  be  taken  in 
the  matter.  Respectfully, 

John  E.  Fitzgerald, 
For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16.    Sent  up. 

petition  presented. 
By  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— Petition  of  Simin- 
ton  &  Gill  and  others,  for  a  crossing  from  Marion 
street  across  Bunker  Hill  street.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Perkins  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Ellen  Curran,  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  on  Anderson  street,  and 
John  McCarthy,  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  received  while  in  the  employ  of  the  city. 
Severally  accepted.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  following, 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 
The    Statue   of  "  Victory"    in   High  and  Latin 
School. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  would  re- 
spectfully submit  the  accompanying  request  from 
the  Boston  Latin  School  Association,  containing 
the  demands  of  said  association  for  the  removal 
of  the  statue  of  "Victory"  from  the  hall  of 
the  I  present  Latin  Schoolhouse  to  the  new 
English  High  and  Latin  School  buildings, 
and  placing  the  same  upon  suitable  founda- 
tions. Your  committee  deem  it  proper  that  the 
city  should  assume  the  cost  of  removal  of  this 
valuable  work  of  art  which  is  to  adorn  their  new 
building,  and  would  recommend  the  passage  of 
an  order  In  furtherance  of  the  same. 

For  the  Committee. 

Howard  Clapp. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  remove 
the  statue  of  "Victory"  from  the  hall  of  the  Latin 
Schoolhouse  on  Bedford  street  to  the  hall  of  the 
new  English  High  and  Latin  School  buildings 
and  provide  a  suitable  foundation  for  the  same 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1000,  the  work  to  be  per- 
formed under  the  direction  of  the  City  Architect, 
and  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the 
Reserved  Fund. 

The  communication  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

To  Alderman  Slade,  Chairman  of    the    Commit- 
tee on    Public    Buildings,  City  Hall,  Boston— The 
undersigned,  a  committee    of   the   Boston  Latin 
School  Association  appointed   with  full    powers, 
respectfully  represent   that  the    association  has 
heretofore  at  great  expense    provided  a  statue  of 
"Victary"  in  commemoration  of  the  services  for 
the    Union    of   graduates    of   the  Boston    Latin 
School,  which  statue  has  heretofore  found  appro- 
priate   place    in    the  hall    of   the    public    Latin 
Schoolhouse,  where  the  same  now  stands.    The 
committee  respectfully  request  that  provision  be 
made  by  the  City  Government  for  the  removal  of 
the  statue  to  the  new  school  building,  and  for 
placing  it  on  a  suitable  foundation  and  pedestal 
in  the  place  which  has  been  designated  therefor. 
Moses  Merrill. 
-Charles  Capen. 
.In hn  D.  Bryant. 
John  T.  Hassam. 

Boston,  June  23,  1880. 

Mr.  Coe  raised  the  point  that  the  order  was  not 
in  proper  form,  as  it  required  a  transfer  from  the 
reserved  fund,  and  should  go  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken,  and 
the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee.   Sent  up. 

The  JVew  Orleans  Flag. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  accompanying  communication 
from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  reference  to  the 
place  of  deposit  of  the  New  Orleans  (lag,  would 
respectfully  recommend  the  reference  of  said 
communication  to  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall.  For  the  Committee. 

Howard  CLArp. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.    Sent  up. 
Sale  of  Schoolhouse  Lots. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  at 
public  auction,  at  such  time  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
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pedient,  the  Bowditeh  Sclioolhouse  and  land  on 
South  street,  the  High  and  Latin  Sclioolhouse 
-with  land  on  Bedford  street,  and  the  Savage 
Primary  Sclioolhouse  with  land  on  Harrison 
avenue.  The  proceeds  of  said  sales  to  be  paid  the 
City  Collector,  and  the  amounts  to  be  applied  to 
the  redemption  ot  the  debt  authorized  by  the  City 
Council,  May  25, 1877,  for  the  erection  of  the  new 
English  High  and  Latin  School  buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  the  order  was  passed.  Sent 
up. 

EXTENSION  OF  D  STREET. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  message  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  certain  orders  relative  to  the  ex- 
tension of  D  street  across  the  tracks  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  in  South  Boston,  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  they  have  the  matter  under 
consideration,  and  have  conferred  with  parties 
interested,  with  a  view  of  perfecting  plans  for 
the  extension  of  said  street.  The  plan  not  hav- 
ing been  determined  upon,  however,  the  commit- 
tee are  not  prepared  to  report  at  present,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  for  further  time. 

For  the  Committee. 
Albert  F.  Lauten. 

Accepted  and  further  time  granted.    Sent  ur>. 

Mr.  Donahoe  of  Ward  15  said  he  hoped  the 
committee  would  not  relax  their  efforts,  as  it 
was  a  measure  of  great  importance  to  the  people 
of  South  Boston. 

FEDUCING  MOTIONS  TO  WRITING. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  AVard  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  forty-sixth  rule  of  the  Common  Council 
be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  by 
the  member  making  the  same,  if  the  President 
shall  so  direct;  and  no  other  motion  shall  be  en- 
tertained until  a  reasonable  time  be  afforded  for 
compliance  with  such  direction." 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  the  reference  of  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  had  no  particular  objection  to 
the  reference,  but  desired  some  reference.  The 
ruling  of  the  Chair  at  the  last  meeting  was  differ- 
ent lrom  the  usual  custom  of  the  Council,  and 
the  rule  should  be  in  accordance  with  what  is 
established  practice. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  the  reference  to  a  committee 
was  a  good  precedent  which  Mr.  Whitmore  had 
established;  the  rules  should  not  be  changed  be- 
fore the  proposed  changes  had  been  fully  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Bailey  favored  the  reference.  The  adoption 
of  the  rule  would  enable  any  one  to  keep  the 
Council  waiting  a  long  time  to  put  a  motion  in 
writing. 

Mr.  Whitmore  agreed  with  Mr.  Parkman,  but 
said  that  gentleman  had  not  voted  with  him  ear- 
lier in  the  evening  on  referring  the  matter  to  a 
committee.  Ho  moved  to  amend  the  motion  to 
refer  by  requesting  the  committee  to  report  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules  and  Orders|of  the  Common  Council,  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  the  next  regular  meeting. 

TREATMENT     OF  TRUANT     CHILDREN 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances 
be  instructed  to  consider  and  report  if  any 
change  is  necessary  in  the  method  of  treating 
truant  children  and  other  neglected  children. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  Council  will  remember 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  said  he  would 
be  happy  to  vote  for  any  such  motion  if  the  ordi- 
nance was  passed  as  far  as  it  could  be  tonight. 
This  order  will  not  interfere  with  the  ordinance 
or  the  present  system. 

Mr.  Bailey — The  gentleman  must  have  mis- 
understood me.  I  did  not  say  I  would  vote  for 
the  order.  I  said  I  would'  go  as  far  as  he 
would  in  making  provisions  for  the 
care  of  truant  children.  I  very  much  doubt 
the  propriety  of  referring  such  a  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  The  method  of  deal- 
ing with  truant  children  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Directors  of  Public  Instituticus,  and,  therefore, 
any  proposed  changes  ought  to  go  to  the  com- 
mittee on  that  department  rather  than  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  I  have  no  objections 
to  the  tenor  of  the  order,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
is  the  proper  committee  to  consider  it.  I  move 
to  strike  out  "Committee  on  Ordinances"  and 
insert  "Committee  on  Public  Institutions." 


Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
is  one  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  which 
acted  upon  this  subject  and  reported  an 
ordinance  last  Monday.  They  have  devoted  more 
attention  to  this  subject  in  the  last  three  days 
than  any  other  committee,  and  having  done  all 
the  mischef  they  can,  the  gentleman  wishes  to 
have  it  take  some  other  course.  If  in  order,  I 
would  call  upon  the  shorthand  reporter  to  state 
what  he  said 

Mr.  Bailsy— The  gentleman  is  wrong  again. 
The  Committee  on  Ordinances  did  not  report  an 
ordinance  in  regard  to  truant  children.  They  con- 
sidered it  informally.  They  were  called  together 
informally.  The  chairman  was  instructed  that 
he  could  not  make  any  report  whatever.  He  was 
authorized  to  state  that  the  matter  had  been  con- 
sidered informally  by  the  committee,  but  there 
was  no  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  is  the  merest  quibble  to 
get  out  of  the  matter.  I  stated  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  did  consider  the  matter.  The 
committee  met,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  24 
has  said  every  member  was  there  but  one.  Six 
members  of  the  committee  out  of  eight,  meeting- 
there  in  charge  of  the  chairman,  drafted  an  ordi- 
nance which  was  reported  by  their  chairman.  1  have 
grave  doubts  whether  they  should  have  consid- 
ered it  in  the  first  place,  but  as  they  have  discussed 
the  matter  I  think  it  should  be  referred  to  them, 
as  it  is  a  matter  of  law.  I  contend  that  the  law  is 
not  complied  with  in  .the  ordinance  acted  on  to- 
night. The  law  looks  to  the  establishment  of  a 
school,  and  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  have 
reported  an  ordinance  making  it  a  penal  offence 
to  be  a  truant.  We  have  substituted  a  jail  for  a 
school.  For  that  reason  I  was  in  hopes  it  would 
be  sent  to  the  committee  containing  so  many  dis- 
tinguished lawyers.  I  have  no  objection  to  any 
other  committee  considering  it. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  dislike  very  much  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  Council  on  this  matter,  and 
would  not  do  so  were  it  not  for  the  extraordinary 
statements  of  the  gentleman  on  this  subject.  The 
gentleman  says  it  is  strictly  a  matter  of  law.  It 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  law  whatever.  It 
concerns  the  proper  treatment  of  truant, 
children.  The  law  says  you  shall  provide 
a  place  where  they  shall  be  sent.  The 
■  gentleman  wishes  to  inquire  into  the  proper 
method  of  dealing  with  truant  children.  Is  that 
a  matter  for  a  committee  of  lawyers  to  determine? 
or  is  it  a  proper  subject  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions,  who  are  familiar  with  the 
treatment  of  juvenile  offenders? 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Bailey  was  adopted,  and 
the  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

SUMMER    VACATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  the  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  to  adjourn  for  the  summer  va- 
cation on  July  15  was  taken  from  the  table. 

After  some  discussion  and  explanations  as  to 
the  necessity  of  attending  to  important  business, 
the  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  the  order  was 
amended  so  that  when  the  Council  should  ad- 
journ tonight  it  be  for  two  weeks,  to  meet  at 
12  M.  As  amended  the  order  was  passed.  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

INSPECTOR  OF  VINEGAR. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order — That  the 
salary  of  the  Inspector  of  Vinegar,  as  established 
by  the  City  Council,  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Health  Department,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  be  instructed  to  provide  the 
necessary  means  by  transfer  to  that  department 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Coe  explained  that  the  salary  had  been 
fixed  and  this  order  is  to  provide  a  fund  from 
which  it  can  be  paid. 

The  order  was  passed.  Sent  up. 

BACK  PAY  OF   LABORERS. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13  offered  an  order— That 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  order  May  27,  1SS0,  in 
relation  to  the  pay  of  the  employes  of  the  Paving 
Department,  be  extended  so  that  the  employes  in 
said  department  may  receive  the  increase  of 
wages,  according  to  said  order,  from  the  date  of 
their  employment  in  said  department  in  the  pres- 
ent year,  and  that  the  amount  so  paid  out  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Mr.  Folan— Judging  from  the  feeling  expressed 
iu  regard  to  the  other  order  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  I  suppose  a  majority  of  the  Council  will 
object  to  passing  this  order. '  It  merely  asks  that 
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the  pay  of  these  men  at  $1.75  a  day  shall  begin 
from  the  aate  of  their  employment,  which  I  think 
is  nothing  more  than  right. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  to  lay  on  the  table.  Declared 
carried.  Mr.  Folan  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  Council  refused  to 
order  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  order  was  laid  on 
the  table— 21  for,  15  against. 


CHANGES  IN  COMMITTEES. 

The  President  presented  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Dudley  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ferries, 
and  the  President  appointed  Mr.  Dixon  of  'Ward 
6  on  said  committee,  and  Mr.  Dudley  on  the  Conx- 
mittee  on  Assessor's  Department. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of 
Ward  8,  and  stood  adjourned  for  twojweeks,  at 
12  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    36,    1880. 


Kegular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUB0RS  DRAWS. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
August  term  of  the   Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENT. 

Undertaker— Michael  E.  Donahoe.    Confirmed. 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston— I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
great  number — which  is  annually  increasing — of 
patients  who  receive  medical  treatment  at  the 
City  Hospital,  the  cost  of  which  is  legally  charge- 
able to  the  State,  or  to  other  cities  and  towns  in 
the  Commonwealth. 

For  the  year  ending  April  30,  1880,  the  number 
of  non-paying  patients  at  this  institution  was 
4001;  the  cost  of  whom  to  the  city  was  §109,222.26, 
and  it  is  believed  that  one-half  of  these  are  justly 
chargeable  to  the  State,  and  probably  two-thirds 
legally  chargeable  to  the  State  and  to  other  cities 
and  towns,  although  the  whole  amount  of  their 
cost  could  not  be  collected. 

The  attention  of  the  City  Government  was 
called  to  this  matter  some  years  ago,  but  no  action 
seems  to  have  been  taken  therein;  so  that  large 
sums  have  been  lost,  which,  if  collected,  would 
have  paid  a  considerable  part  of  the  expenses  of 
the  hospital.  I  am  informed  that  this  neglect  has 
resulted  from  the  fear  that  if  reimbursement 
were  demanded,  the  rights  of  suffrage  of  those 
receiving  hospital  assistance  might  be  affected. 
It  is  difficult  to  find  here  a  sufficient  reason  for 
the  abandonment  of  the  just  claims  of  the  city 
for  the  large  sums  annually  expended  in  behalf 
of  the  poor  of  other  places.  The  rights  of  our 
taxpayers  are  paramount  to  all  such  sentimental 
considerations.  The  question  which  has  paralyzed 
the  action  of  the  Government  has,  however,  been 
settled  by  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  of  this  State,  given  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  1878,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
suffrage  rights  of  poor  patients,  who  have  re- 
ceived hospital  treatment,  are  not  impaired  by 
the  demand  and  receipt  of  reimbursement. 

When  other  cities  and  towns  have  similar 
claims  against  Boston,  there  is  no  delay  in  their 
collection.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  prompt  meas- 
ures will  be  taken  to  get  what  is  already  due  the 
city  in  this  matter,  and  secure  her  rights  in  the 
future,  before  they  are  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations. 

I  submit  the  above  for  such  action  as  may  seem 
to  you  proper. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  City  Hospital. 
Sent  down. 

drinking  fountains. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  July  26, 1880.     ( 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— I  transmit 
herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Boston  Memorial  Association,  enclosing  a  let- 
ter from  a  member  of  that  association,  suggest- 
ing the  establishment  of  cold-water  drinking 
fountains  at  several  points  in  this  city,  and  offer- 
ing t  ,  present  the  city  with  two  or  more  such 
fountains  on  certain  conditions. 

l  commend  to  your  consideration,  for  such  ac- 
tion as  may  seem  fit,  this  proposition  of  the  Bos- 
ton Memorial  Association. 

Frederick  O.  Prince, 

Mayor. 

Boston,  2(itn  July,  1880. 
Hon.  Frederick  O.  Prince,  Boston,  Mass.:  Sir  — 
A  prominent  member  of  the  Boston  Memorial 
Association  (who  does  not  wish  his  name  to  be 
known  In  this  connection),  has  sent  me  the  en- 
closed letter  which  -will  explain  itself.  It  is  im- 
possible at  this  season  of  the  year  to  secure  any 
formal  action  of  the  Memorial  Association,  but  I 


have  no  doubt  it  will  gratify  the  members  of  the 
society  to  have  two  suitable  drinking  fountains 
erected  in  its  name  in  the  manner  proposed;  and 
I  forward  his  letter  to  you  to  lay  before  the  proper 
officers  of  the  city,  trusting  they  will  cooperate  so 
far  as  is  necessary  in  the  premises. 

One  thing  only  I  will  suggest  for  your  considera- 
tion. The  donor  is  willing  to  give  fountains  of 
marble  or  iron  as  the  City  Government  may  choose ; 
and  as  these  fountains  are  likely  to  be  followed 
by  others,  it  might  be  well  to  have  one  erected  of 
each  material,  so  as  to  afford  opportunity  to  com- 
pare the  relative  merits  of  the  two.  A  marble 
fountain  would  be  much  more  expensive  than  one 
of  iron,  and  to  my  mind  far  more  elegant;  but 
there  may  he  practical  advantages  in  the  working 
of  an  iron  fountain  and  in  keeping  it  in  order. 
All  these  matters,  however,  are  respectfully  re- 
ferred to  your  Honor  and  the  city  authorities. 
I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Prentiss  Cumjungs, 
Sec'y  of  the  Boston  Memorial  Association. 

Boston,  July  26th,  1880. 
Prentiss  Cummings,  Esq.,  Secretary  Boston 
Memorial  Association  :  Dear  Sir — It  would  be  a 
great  public  convenience  if  cold-water  fountains 
were  placed  on  Washington  street  at  the  corner 
of  Hanover,  State,  Milk  (or  Summer)  audBoylston 
streets;  and  also  on  Tremont  street  at  the  corners 
of  Pemberton  square  and  School  street. 

In  Pawtucket.  drinking  fountains  have  been 
constructed,  with  cooling  boxes  (coils  of  pipe 
packed  with  ice)  below  the  sidewalk,  and  the 
water,  though  not  so  cold  as  ice  water,  is  kept  at 
a  very  agreeable  temperature  through  the  hottest 
weather. 

I  would  like  to  present  the  city  of  Boston, 
through  your  association,  with  two  or  more  such 
fountains  (with  the  plumbing  ready  for  street 
connections),  if  the  city  will  place  the  fountains 
in  position,  keep  them  in  order,  and  supply  water 
and  ice.  The  fountains  to  be  of  iron  or  marble, 
and  to  be  placed  either  on  the  sidewalk  or  against 
the  walls  of  buildings. 

I  have  designs  of  iron  fountains  ready  to  be 
submitted  to  the  city  authorities,  and  I  will  ar- 
range to  have  drawings  of  marble  fountains  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Carl  Fehmer,  or  some  other  compe- 
tent person,  if  desired.  I  will  also  procure  from 
Pawtucket  drawings  and  full  particulars  of  the 
cooling  boxes  used  there. 

I  wish  you  would  bring  the  matter  before  the 
city  authorities  in  the  name  of  the  association, 
and  not  allow  my  own  name  to  appear  in  any 
way. 

Yours  truly, 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  Sent 
down. 

A  petition  was  received  from  W.  H.  Whitmore 
for  a  drinking  fountain  at  junction  of  Shawmut 
avenue  and  Tremont  street.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Water.    Sent  down. 

petitions  referred. 
To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Simonton 
&  Gill  et  al.,  for  a  crosswalk  on  Bunker  Hill 
street  at  Marion  street;  William  P.  Sullivan,  to  be 
paid  for  grade  damage  to  his  estate,  310  Bolton 
street,  South  Boston;  Parker  H.  Berry  et  al., 
for  street  crossings  on  Fifth  street  at  corner  of 
X  street,  South  Boston;  George  R.  Fowler  et  al., 
for  sidewalks  on  the  northerly  side  of  Burroughs 
sti'eet;  John  S.  Walsh  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be 
laid  on  Williams  street  from  Shawmut  avenue  to 
Westminster  street;  D.  O'Callaghan  et  al.,  that 
F  street  be  put  in  order  between  Seventh  and 
Eighth  streets;  John  Gal vin,  offering  to  sell  the 
city  paving  gravel  at  $1.25  per  square  yard;  F.  A. 
Whitwell  et'al.,  for  edgestones  and  paved  gut- 
ters in  Fairfield  street,  between  Newbury  and 
Boylston  streets,  also  that  said  portion  of  the 
street  be  graded  and  put  in  order  for 
travel;  A.  R.  Coolidge  et  al.,  for  flag- 
ging cross-walk  on  Clinton  street;  for  edge- 
stones  and  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of 
William  P.  O'Brien,  130  West  Sixth  street;  for 
edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of  MaryE.  B.  Huse, 
Walnut  street,  near  Xeponset  avenue,  and  G.  W. 
Wheatland,  Jr.,  Marlborough  street;  for  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  William  H.  Bowd- 
lear,  2(1  and  22  Clifford  street;  Joseph  Ilcrtkorn, 
170  West  Seventh  street;  Martha  A.  McKay,  Dor- 
chester avenue,  corner  Victoria  street;  J.  W. 
Tobey,  327  Commonwealth  avenue;  James  H.  Up- 
haiu,  12  and   14  Hancock  street;  Boston  Catholic 
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Cemetery  Association,  for  leave  to  place  signs, 
■with  a  hand  and  the  words,  "Mt.  Benedict  Ceme- 
tery" thereon,  at  the  corner  of  certain  streets  in 
West  Roxbury;  Robert  McKelvey  et  al.,  that  side- 
walks be  laid  on  Orchard  Park  street;  Henry 
Morgan,  for  removal  of  the  telegraph  pole  near 
Morgan  Chapel. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  First  German  Baptist  Church,  against 
the  erection  of  stable  by  George  Lenth  on  Cul- 
vert place,  Ward  19;  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  brick  stable  for 
144  horses  on  P  street,  near  Second  street, 
Ward  14;  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company, 
for  leave  to  construct  the  cellar  of  their 
new  passenger  station  three  feet  below  grade  12°. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 
Thomas  D.  Mitchell,  wooden,  one  additional 
horse,  Basto  place,  near  Salem  street,  Ward  23; 
E.  D.  Jordan,  new  brick,  five  horses,  on  street 
rear  of  46  Beacon  street;  E.  Farnsworth,  old 
wooden,  one  horse,  Harvard  avenue,  Ward  20; 
Ira  R.  Worcester,  old  wooden,  one  additional 
horse,  13  Ottawa  street,  Ward  22;  J.  H.  Burt  & 
Co.,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  on  Blue  Bill  avenue, 
near  Oakland  street,  Ward  24;  Maria  H.  Davis, 
new  wooden,  three  horses,  in  Enfield  street,  Ward 
23. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  John  D.  W. 
Joy,  for  a  change  in  the  terms  of  sale  of  land  at 
the  corner  of  Beach  and  Harrison  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  JohD  D. 
O'Keeffe,  for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  at  corner 
of  Fifth  and  P  streets,  South  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  McNeeley,  to  be  paid  for  land 
taken  to  widen  Western  avenue,  Brighton. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Request 
of  Board  of  Health  that  the  proposed  urinal  in 
Central  square  be  placed  100  feet  south  of  the  au- 
thorized location. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  A.  M.  Howland 
etal.,  for  &  sewer  in  Melville  avenue;  Henry  B. 
Williams,  for  a  sewer  in  St.  James  avenue;  Faulk- 
ner &  Chanman  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Hancock 
street,  Charlestown:  St.  Elizabeth  Hospital,  for  a 
sewer  in  Fort  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Thomas 
Keyes,to  be  reimbursed  a  portion  or  cost  of  build- 
ing a  bath  house  for  this  city. 

THE  HOSPITAL  ON     FORT    AVENUE. 

Petitions  were  received  from  the  Home  Savings 
Bank  against  the  establishment  of  a  hospital  at 
Fort  avenue;  E.  S.  Rand  and  others,  to  prohibit 
the  establishment,  occupation  or  use  of  a  certain 
building  as  a  hospital  on  Highland  park,  High- 
lands.   The  latter  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 
Boston — Respectfully  represent  the  undersigned 
that  they  are  all  abutters  upon,  or  residents  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of,  Fort  avenue,  in  Boston, 
and  that  they  are  credibly  informed  that  a  hos- 
pital is  about  to  be  established  and  maintained  in 
a  building  already  occupied  upon  said  avenue, 
adjoining  the  Highland  Park.  They  therefore 
respectfully  present  this  their  petition,  praying 
your  honorable  body  to  prohibit  the  establish- 
ment, occupation,  or  use  of  said  building  for 
such  purpose,  for  the  following  among  other  rea- 
sons: 

1.  The  spot  is  historic  ground;  and,  to  com- 
memorate it,  the  city  has  recently  erected  a  mon- 
ument which  stands  in  full  view  of,  and  within 
one  hundred  feet  from,  the  building  which  it  is 
intended  to  convert  into  a  hospital;  and,  being 
so  commemorated,  many  public  days  will  be 
there  celebrated,  thereby  rendering  the  spot  and 
its  immediate  vicinity  an  unfit  place  for  hospital 
purposes. 

2.  Taken  together  with  Highland  Park,  the 
land  forms,  on  one  of  the  most  elevated  sites  in 
the  city,  a  beautiful  and  finished  park,  which 
men,  women  and  children  are,  and  have  for  a 
long  time  been,  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  for 
pleasure  and  relaxation.  It  can  answer  no  fur- 
ther purpose  as  a  park,  if  the  premises  adjoining 
and  the  building  thereon,  which  is  within  less 
than  fifty  feet  of  the  park,  are  convei  ted  to  the 
use  intended;  because  then  the  entire  grounds 
become  hospital  grounds,  or  a  constant  and  ex- 
clusive resort  for  its  sick  or  convalescent  pa- 
tients: and  a  park,  with  all  its  surroundings, 
should  be  pleasant  to  the  eye  and  mind,  at  least 
it  should  be  associated  with  nothing  unpleasant 
to  either. 

3.  The  drainage  of   a  hospital  of  titty  or  a  hun- 


dred patients  is  a  matter  of  great  importance. 
The  city  has,  at  great  expense,  adopted  a  system 
of  sewerage  to  which  every  other  method  should 
yield  if  possible.  The  solid  rock  on  which  this 
hospital  is  to  stand  renders  it  substantially  im- 
practicable for  its  occupants  to  avail  themselves 
of  this  new  system,  and  any  other  method  is 
wholly  out  of  the  question. 

4.  If  it  were  possible  to  obtain  on  this  spot  the 
needed  proper  drainage  for  a  large  number  of 
sick  people,  it  would  be  at  such  immense  eosc 
that  this,  added  to  the  destruction  of  the  park 
now  there,  and  to  the  depreciation  of  value  of 
property  already  greatly  improved  in  the  vicinity, 
would  make  the  project  an  impolitic  and  unwise 
one,  and  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
city,  unless  it  is  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity. 

5.  Many  of  your  petitioners  have  bought,  built 
and  reside,  upon  Fort  avenue— some  very  near 
this  building.  While  they  claim  no  easement  of 
light  or  air,  and  ask  no  exemption  from  payment 
of  taxes,  and  while  they  are  in  full  sympathy  with 
all  humane  objects,  and  acknowledge  the  humane 
purpose  of  those  who  seek  to  establish  the  hos- 
pital, they  submit  that  no  necessity  exists  for  its 
establishment  on  this  spot;  and  that  there  are 
many  places  within  the  city  better  adapted  to  the 
purposes  of  a  hospital,  easier  of  access,  more  re- 
mote from  a  settled  community  like  this,  with 
ready  facilities  for  perfect  drainage,  embracing 
light,  air,  dryness,  and  every  other  requisite  for  a 
hospital  site. 

6.  We  are  prepared  to  show,  that  even  if  this 
institution  were  one  of  means  and  could  pay  its 
way,  the  thing  itself  is  entirely  unnecessary  and 
uncalled  for,  and  can  answer  no  purpose  in  the 
community  that  is  not  already  fully  answered. 
We,  therefore,  put  ourselves  under  the  protection 
of  your  honorable  body  and  ask  if  it  would  not 
be  more  consistent  with  right,  justice  and  equity, 
that  such  an  institution  should  be  required  to  lo- 
cate elsewhere,  if  it  be  found  necessary  to  locate 
it  at  all,  than  to  require  those  of  us  who  have 
established  our  homes  here,  with  no  suspicion  of 
a  hospital  coming,  to  abandon  our  homes,  break 
up  associations  that  are  dear  to  us,  and  seek  new 
homes  elsewhere  ? 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Health 
on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

TRACKS  IN  LIVERPOOL  STREET. 

Alderman  Woolley  presented  petitions  from  I). 
D.  Kelly  and  seventy-two  others,  that  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  be  required  to  run 
cars  upon  their  tracks  on  Liverpool  street,  and  in 
default  thereof  to  give  the  location  to  some  other 
company;  and  P.  Keenan  and  fifty-three  others, 
C.  H.  Day  and  37  others,  and  George  E.  Young 
and  110  others,  in  aid  of  the  same.  Severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  ou  Paving. 

HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

Hearings  were  held  as  follows:. 

On  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in  Pem- 
broke street  and  in  Tremont  street  in  Roxbury. 
No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

BACK  BAY   SITE  FOR   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  considered 
the  report  and  order  to  accept  the  parcel  of  land 
for  a  Public  Library  site  described  in  chapter 
222  of  the  acts  of  1880,  on  the  conditions  therein 
set  forth. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der. 

Alderman  Flynn— At  the  last  meeting  I  asked 
that  this  matter  might  lie  over  for  one  week  in 
order  that  it  might  be  discussed  by  the  Board. 
In  lookiiiK  over  the  statute  I  find  that — 

"The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  granted  perpet- 
ual right  to  hold,  occupy  and  control,  free  of  rent 
or  charge  by  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  and  maintaining  thereon  a  building 
for  the  use  of  the  Public  Library  of  said  city,  a 
parcel  of  laud  now  owned  by  the  Commonwealth 
and  situated  in  that  part  of  said  city  called  the 
Back  Bay,  on  the  southerly  corner  of  Dartmouth 
and  Boylston  streets." 

It  goes  on  to  state  under  what  conditions  the 
land  shall  be  grarted: 

"This  grant  is  made,  however,  subject  to  the 
following  stipulations,  namely :  The  city  of  Bos- 
ton shajl,  within  three  years  from  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  this  act,  commence  the  erection  of  a 
library  building  on  said  parcel  of  land,  and  shall, 
in  respect  to  such  erection,  be  subject  to  the  re- 
strictions heretofore  contained  in  other  convey- 
ances by  the  Commonwealth  of  its  land  upon 
Boylston  street." 
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I  understand  from  the  CitySolicitor  that  no  imme- 
diate action  by  the  City  Council  in  relation  to  this 
matter  is  required,  but  that  it  can  lie  over  three 
vears;  meantime  the  city  can  have  the  library 
buildings  now  occupied  and  not  be  obliged  to 
erect  a  new  one,  which  will  cost  certainly  half  a 
million  dollars,  and  nearly  a  million  if  the  present 
library  is  given  up  and  the  books  are  transferred 
to  the  new  building.  I  see  no  reason  myself  why, 
if  the  present  building  needs  to  be  enlarged,  plen- 
ty of  land  cannot  be  purchased  on  Boylston 
street  and  a  proper  building  erected  for  one-quar- 
ter of  what  it  will  cost  to  put  up  this  one. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE   COMMON  COUNCIL. 

i  Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Ellen  Curran  and  of  John  McCarthy,  to  be  paid 
for  injuries  on  highway.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report,  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall  the  subject  of  the  custody  of  the  New  Or- 
leans flag.    Concurred. 

Report  and  order  to  appropriate  $1000  for  ped- 
estal and  erection  of  statue  of  "Victory"  in  the 
new  Latin  Schoolhouse.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  to 
report  if  any  change  in  care  of  truants  can  be 
made.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Request  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  an 
improved  repair  shop.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Public   Buildings  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
sell  by  auction  the  Bowdltch  Schoolhouse,  the  Old 
High  and  Latin  schoolhouse,  and  the  Savage 
School,  and  pay  proceed  to  City  Collector. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

The  order  relating  to  disposition  of  land,  etc., 
on  Marcella  street,  came  up  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  instead  of  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.    Concurred. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide 
means  for  payment  of  salary  of  Inspector  of  Vin- 
egar.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

The  Committee  on  Streets  asked  further  time 
in  which  to  report  on  the  extension  of  D  street 
over  the  Old  Colony  Railroad.  Granted  in  con- 
currence. 

Notice  of  certain  changes  in  committees  on 
East  Boston  ferries  and  Assessors'  Department. 
Placed  on  file. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  David  B.  KeitirT  constable,  being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Compjny  accepting  their  seven- 
ty-first location,  granted  "by  this  Board  July  12, 
1880.    Placed  on  file. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  William  Beeching 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  at  61- 
63  Blackstone  street.  An  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Mondav,  Aug.  9, 
1880,  at  4  P.  M. 

SOUTH    BAY    NUISANCE. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Health, 
covering  an  order  that  this  committee  furnish  the 
means  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  existing 
on  the  territory  between  the  track  of  the  New 
Vork  &  New  England  Railroad  and  Dorchester 
avenue,  would  respectfully  report  the  accompany- 
ing order  granting  the  request: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  §4600,  and  that  said  sum 
constitute  a  special  appropriation  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  a  temporary  dam  across  South 
Bay  between  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
road track  and  Dorchester  avenue  for  the  abate- 
ment of  the  nuisance  ou  the  flats  therein  located; 
and  the  Board  of  Health  is  hereby  authorized  to 
have  said  temporary  dam  constructed  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  the  sum  herein  provided. 

Passed — yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

BETTER    EGRESS    FROM    MANUFACTURING    BUILD- 
INGS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom    was    re- 
lerred  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Survey 


and  Inspection  of  Buildings  asking  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $2000  for  the  emploj  ment  of  tempora- 
ry examiners  of  manufacturing  establishments  in 
relation  to  better  egress  from  the  same,  as  re- 
quired by  chapter  197  of  the  acts  of  1880,  would 
respectfully  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pro- 
vide the  means,  and  report  the  following  order 
authorizing  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  depart- 
ment with  its  present  force: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  is 
hereby  directed  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of 
chapter  197  of  the  acts  of  1880  with  his  present 
force,  and  charge  the  expense  thereof  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Alderman  Caton— I  can  only  say  it  is  impossible 
for  the  present  force  of  Assistant  Inspectors  of 
Buildings  to  do  anything  towards  carrying  out 
the  act  of  the  Legislature.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  passage  of  the  order,  but  the  work  cannot  be 
done  by  the  present  force. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS    FOR    STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  by  Munioe  &  Arnold, 
47  Everett  street,  Ward  2,  on  condition  that  such 
safeguards,  by  external  brick  walls,  as  the  loca- 
tion of  the  building  demands,  shall  be  construct- 
ed and  the  same  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Buildings:  E.  J.  Pierce,  Dorchester  avenue, 
near  Greenwich  street,  Ward  24;  Michael  Burke, 
rear  Sumner,  near  Jeffries  street,  Ward  2:  Ainory 
F.  Sherman,  Poplar  street,  corner  Albion  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  Aug.  9,  on  the  expediency  of  construct- 
ing sewer  in  extension  of  Essex  street,  formerly 
South-street  court.    Order  passed. 

Orders  to  construct  sewers,  as  follows:  In  Tre- 
niont  street,  Roxbury,  between  Phillips  street 
and  the  Church  of  the  Redemptorists;  in  Pem- 
broke street,  from  No.  95  to  Warren  avenue;  in 
Commercial  street,  between  Prince  and  Hanover 
streets;  in  Parker  street,  Charlestown,  between 
No.  23  and  Cambridge  street.    Severally  passed. 

Orders  for  hearings  on  Monday,  Aug.  9,  on  the 
expediency  of  constructing  sewers  in  St.  James 
avenue,  between  Clarendon  street  and  the  Mu- 
seum of  Fine  Arts;  in  Hancock  street,  Charles- 
town;  in  Fort  avenue  (Roxbury),  between  High- 
land Park  avenue  and  Beech  Glen  avenue;  in 
Melville  avenue,  between  Washington  and  All- 
ston  streets;  and  in  Allston  street,  between  Mell- 
ville  avenue  and  Mather  street. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  street  widening  as  follows:  Lurana 
A.  Grover  .5*109.08,  for  laud  taken  in  name  of 
Henry  C.  Cowles,  for  the  widening  of  Cambridge 
street  at  Charlestown;  E.  J.  Bispham,  H.  N. 
Glover  and  A.  K.  Teele,  trustees  of  Liversidge 
Institute  of  Industry,  §50,  for  damages  occa- 
sioned the  estate  of  Thomas  Liversidge  by  the 
widening  of  River  street;  William  A.  Prescott. 
§2670,  widening  of  Commercial  street,  and  also 
for  all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  a 
parcel  of  land  taken  from  unknown  owners  and 
being  a  portion  of  Globe  alley,  so  called.  Sever- 
ally passed. 

NUMBER  OF    CONSTABLES. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  a  spe- 
cial committee  consisting  of  three  members  of 
this  Board  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  number  of 
constables  appointed  for  duty  in  this  city. 
Passed,  and  Aldermen  Flynn,  Whitten  and  Cald- 
well were  appointed  said  committee. 

PASSENGER   WAGON   LICENSE. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  Currier  & 
Sanders  to  run  a  passenger  wagon  from  Hau- 
cock  square,  Charlestow'n,  over  Main  street. 
Charles  River  Bridge,  Charlestown,  Union  and 
Exchango  streets  (or  Merchants'  Row).  State,  Kil- 
by  and  Oliver  streets  to  Litchfield's  and  Rowe's 
wharves,  and  to  return  by  the  same  route.  The 
lare  each  way  between  said  wharves  and  Charles- 
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town  not  to  exceed  ten    cents    and   in   the  city 
proper  not  to  exceed  five  cents.     This  license  to 
continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  September 
next. 
Passed. 

CITY  CONVEYANCER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  for  additional 
assistance  in  the  permanent  force  employed  on 
the  work  of  conveyancing  in  the  Law  Depart- 
ment.   Passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  authorized  to  employ 
such  additional  assistance  on  the  work  of  convey- 
ancing in  the  Law  Department  as  said  committee 
may  deem  expedient,  the  expense,  not  exceeding 
S3840.00,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Law  Department.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  LATE  TREASURER  AND  COL- 
LECTOR OF  BRIGHTON. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order — That  the 
amount  of  $2000  to  be  paid  to  Joseph  D.  Fallon,  J. 
Stuart  MacCorry  and  Joshua  S.  Duncklee,  execu- 
tors of  the  estate  of  Michael  Norton,  late  Treas- 
urer and  Collector  of  the  town  of  Brighton,  under 
authority  of  the  order  of  the  City  Council  of  July 
16, 1880,  be  taken  from  the  collections  of  the  late 
Michael  Norton,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  by 
the  aforesaid  executors.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

WINTHROP  STATUE. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order — That  the 
Special  Committee  on  Adams  and  Winthrop 
Statues  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
erection  in  Scollay  square  of  a  suitable  pedestal 
for  the  statue  of  John  Winthrop;  the  expense, 
not  exceeding  S2800  to  be  paid  from  the  income 
of  the  Phillips  street  fund.    Passed. 

FIRE  ALARMS. 

Alderman  Caton  offered  an  order — That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
consider  the  possibility  and  expediency  of  con- 
fining the  first  alarm  of  any  fire  to  the  district  in 
which  the  said  fire  occurs;  the  second  alarm  to 
the  two  or  three  adjacent  districts,  and  the  third 
alarm  to  the  whole  city. 

Alderman  Caton— My  reason  for  offering  the 
order  is,  I  noticed  that  co  give  the  alarm  twice 
from  Box  578,  at  the  corner  of  Brooks  and  New- 
ton streets,  necessitates  sixty  blows.  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  unnecessary  to  sound  it  so  often  and  for 
the  people  in  the  city  to  be  annoyed  by  those 
alarms,  unless  there  is  a  general  alarm,  and  that 
there  may  be  some  means  of  obviating  it. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

ADVERTISING     CARS. 

Alderman  Caton  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Paving  be  requested  to  ascertain  if 
the  band  cars  and  advertising  cars,  with  four 
horses  attached,  are  included  in  the  number  of 
possenger  cars  which  the  several  street  railway 
companies  are  allowed  to  run  around  the  circuit 
on  Cornhill.    Passed. 

PROPOSED  FREE   USE  OF  WARDROOMS. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the 
use  of  wardrooms  which  are  located  in  public 
buildings  be  granted  for  political  and  other  pur- 
poses free  of  charge,  subject  to  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
may  direct.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Woolley,  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings.   Sent  down. 

PROPOSED  FREE  USE   OF  FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  the 
use  of  Faneuil  Hall  be  granted  for  political  and  oth- 
er public  purposes  free  ot  charge,  subject  to  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Committee  on  Fan- 
euil Hall  may  direct.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Woolley,  to  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Market: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  George  E.  Robin- 
son to  transfer  to  Eugene  M.  Niles  his  interest  in 
stall  27,  new  Faneuil  Hall  Market;  and  Daniel  G. 
Hartwell  to  transfer  his  interest  in  stall  24  and 
cellar  No.  8  in  new  Faneuil  Hall  market  to  George 
E.  Robinson.    Severally  accepted. 

PROBATION  REFUSED. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of 


the  Board,  declining  the  request  of  Warren  A. 
Pollard  to  be  released  from  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection. 

The  Chairman— It  is  proper  to  state  that  these 
pardons  are  granted  when  they  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  committee  of  this  Board,  the  pro- 
bation officer  and  the  District  Attorney.  In  this 
instance  the  District  Attorney  declined  to  give 
his  consent,  although  the  release  was  approved 
by  the  probation  officer;  therefore  the  petition 
could  not  be  granted. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Schedules  of  cost  of  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walks in  sundry  streets,  with  orders  for  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  the  same.    Orders  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  John 
Stetson  to  erect  lampposts  in  front  of  Essex- 
street  entrance  to  the  Globe  Theatre;  John 
Cavanagh,  to  move  wooden  building  from  321 
Dudley  street  to  Langdon  street;  Matthew  Hack- 
ett,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Western 
avenue,  near  North  Harvard  street  to  North  Har- 
vard street  (rear)  near  Western  avenue,  Ward  25. 
Severally  accepted. 

Order  granting  permission  to  Edward  I.  Browne 
to  construct  a  tunnel  under  and  across  Lincoln 
street,  from  his  estate  to  the  estate  of  Arthur  N. 
Whiting  and  others,  trustees,  for  the  purpose  of 
transmitting  steam  power.  Attached  to  the 
order  are  the  usual  conditions.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  William  Lynch  §500  for 
grade  damages  at  8  Ward  street.    Passed. 

Orders  to"  grade  Tremont  street,  from  Concord 
street  to  Lenox  street,  with  small  granite  blocks, 
estimated  expense|5;28,000;  to  grade  and  macadam- 
ize Newbury  street,  from  Dartmouth  street  to 
Hereford  street,  furnish  ana  set  edgestones,  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  said  street. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  Patrick  O'Brien, 
227  Cabot  street;  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  of  Henry  Souther,  15  to  25  Emerson  street, 
and  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  on  P  street, 
between  First  and  Second  streets;  for  edgestones 
in  front  of  estates  of  E.  H.  M.  Huntington,  Forest 
Hills  street,  and  Lansing  Millis,  Anawan  avenue. 
Orders  severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  au- 
thorized to  contract  for  the  building  of  a  new 
bridge  on  Beacon  street  with  its  abutments,  pier, 
wing-walls,  wooden  dam,  etc.,  at  an  estimated 
expense  of  §44,000;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving,  etc.,  said  bridge  to  be 
built  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications 
drawn  by  the  City  Engineer.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  to  erect  two 
telegraph  poles,  one  on  Eliot  street  near  Pleasant 
street,  and  one  on  Eliot  street  near  Columbus  av- 
enue; said  poles  to  be  placed  in  the  positions  des- 
ignated by  red  dots  on  a  plan  drawn  by  George 
F.  Loring,  surveyor,  dated  June  9,  1880,  and 
deposited  in  tne  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  the 
said  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  shall 
first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  sat- 
isfactory to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving  harmless 
said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses  for  or  on  account  of  or  in  any 
way  growing  out  of  the  erecting  or  maintaining 
of  said  poles  on  said  Eliot  street. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be 
kept  well  painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the 
satisfaction  ot  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not 
less  than  twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground.  Also, 
upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  allow  the 
Fire  Department  the  exclusive  use  of  the  top 
cross-bar  and  upper  portion  of  each  pole  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  wires  thereon.  Also,  upon 
condition  that  said  company  shall  agree  not  to 
remove  said  poles  without  permission  of  tho 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall  agree  to 
remove  said  poles  when  so  directed  by  said 
Board. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  extend  its  tracks  through 
Bowdoin  street,  Dorchester,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
For  the  Committee. 

Luchts  Slade,  Chairman. 
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Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  down  double  tracks  on  Bowdoin 
street,  from  Hancock  street  to  Geneva  street;  the 
tracks  located  by  this  order  being  shown  on 
plans  drawn  by  Arthur  Hodges,  civil  engineer, 
dated  July  24,  1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  said  tracks  is  upon  con- 
dition that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  the 
same,  and  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used,  shall  be 
under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also 
upon  condition  that  the  space  occupied  by  said 
tracks  and  eighteen  inches  outside  thereof  shall 
be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  Also 
upon  condition  that  the  said  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location, 
and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall  file  said 
acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  the  passage  of 
this  order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 


BACK  BAY  PARK. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Parks, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from 
the  Park  Commissioners  relative  to  an  exchange 
with  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  of  cer- 
tain rights  of  drainage  on  the  line  of  the  exten- 
sion ol  Stony  Brook  sewer,  having  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  release  to  Dwight  Foster  and  others,  trus- 
tees, a  parcel  of  land  situated  on  Parker  street, 
containing  15,250  square  feet,  as  shown  in  a  plan 
made  by  the  City  Engineer,  dated  June  18,  1880, 
and  deposited  in  his  office,  provided  that  said 
trustees  and  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company 
will  grant  and  convey  to  the  city,  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  feet  of  land,  situated  on  Parker  street  and 
shown  on  the  plan  above  referred  to. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  and 
stood  adjourned  to  Monday,  Aug.  9,  at  4  P.  M. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JULY    29,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  12  M.,  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Called  to  order  by  Mr.  D.  J.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of 
Ward  2,  the  senior  member. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  PRO  TEM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  TV  ard  5,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  collect  and  count  votes  for 
President  pro  tem.,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Sibley 
of  Ward  5,  Parkman  of  Ward  9  and  Christal  of 
Ward  8. 

Whole  number  of  votes 45 

Necessary  for  a  choice 23 

Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Sr 41 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 2 

W.  H.  Whitmore 1 

Malcolm  S.  Greenough 1 

And  Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  was  elected. 

The  Chair— I  wish  to  state  to  the  members  in  re- 
lation to  this  matter  that  I  must  positively  de- 
cline to  serve  in  this  capacity  today.  I  have  made 
up  my  mind,  and  have  told  certain  friends  here, 
that  I  would  not  act  as  your  presiding  officer  to- 
day. For  that  reason  some  other  member  must 
be  chosen  to  preside  today. 

Mr.  Coe— If  that  decision  is  fiual,  I  move  we 
proceed  to  another  ballot. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Allow  me  to  suggest  to  the 
President  pro  tem.,  who  has  already  been  elected, 
that  instead  of  putting  us  to  the  bother  of  an- 
other ballot,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  call  somebody 
else  to  the  cnair. 

The  Chair— I  don't  know   as  it  will  be  a  great 
deal  of  bother  to  have  another  ballot. 
A  second  ballot  was  ordered. 

Whole  number  of  votes 52 

Necessary  for  a  choice 27 

Andrew  3.  Bailey  had 20 

H.W.Swift 16 

W.  H.  Whitmore 11 

A.  S.  Brown 1 

Henry  Parkman 1 

Charles  E.  Pratt 2 

Henry  F.  Coe 1 

There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lau- 
ten  of  Ward  14  another  ballot  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Swift,  Mr.  Coe  and  Mr.  Parkman  withdrew 
their  names. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  IS  moved  to  adhere  to  the 
first  ballot. 
Ruled  out  of  order. 

Whole  number  of  votes 53 

Necessary  for  a  choice 27 

Stony  Brook  Brown 1 

John  E.  Blaken-ore 1 

C.  Patrick  lowell 1 

A.  S.  Brown 1 

Alfred  S.  Brown 1 

D.J.Sweeney,  Sr 1 

Charles  E.Pratt 3 

H.W.Swift 4 

W.  H.  Whitmore 9 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 31 

Mr.  Bailey  was  declared  elected  ana  took  the 
chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  City  Hospital 
of  a  message  from  the  Mayor,  suggesting  that 
measures  be  taken  to  recover  from  the  State  the 
expense  of  supporting  paupers  at  the  City  Hos- 
pital.   Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Water  of  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Mayor,  transmitting  a  proposal  of 
the  Boston  Memorial  Society  to  provide,  at  its 
own  expense,  two  drinking  fountains  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2—1  think  it  would 
be  well  to  amend  that  reference  by  giving  the 
committee  full  powers.  The  summer  is  half  gone, 
ana  the  Council  will  not  meet  again  until  Sep- 
tember; if  the  committee  have  to  report  back,  we 
shall  not  have  the  drinking  fountains  this  year. 
I  move  to  amend  so  that  the  message  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Water  with  full 
powers. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  have  no  objection  to  such 
a  reference  if  the  committee  have  any  funds  to 
draw  from,  but  I  think  they  have  not. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Sweeney  was  adopted 
by  a  rising  vote— 23  for,  14  against. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  amended  reference  was 


in  the  nature  of  an  order  for  the  expenditure  of 
money,  requiring  two  readings. 

The  reference  as  amended  was  passed.  Sent 
up. 

An  order  came  down  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  for  the  free  use  of  ward- 
rooms in  public  buildings,  for  political  and  other 
public  purposes. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  don't  think  it  is 
necessary  to  refer  that  order  to  a  committee.  It 
was  fully  discussed  last  year  and  thought  not  to 
be  expedient.  I  move  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. (Mr.  Sawyer  read  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  of  last  year,  that  it 
was  inexpedient  to  grant  the  free  use  of  ward- 
rooms, which  was  accepted  by  the  City  Council.) 
I  cannot  see  any  necessity  for  a  reference  of  the 
subject  again  this  year,  and  therefore  hope  it  will 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  Council 
will  send  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  let  them  decide  it» 
The  probability  is  that  some  persons  wish 
to  be  heard,  and  if  they  have  any  rep- 
resentations to  make  in  regard  to  the  matter, 
the  committee  can  hear  them.  Certainly  it  is 
hardly  worth  while  to  get  into  a  debate  over  it  to- 
day, and  to  decide  it  at  an  unusual  meeting.  As  it 
is  only  a  reference  to  the  committee,  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  let  it  go  over  and  if  parties  desire 
to  be  heard,  they  may  have  this  tribunal  to  appeal 
to. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  refer  it  to  the  committee.  The  ward- 
rooms are  practically  free  today.  A  small  fee  is 
charged  to  cover  the  expense  of  lighting  and 
cleaning  the  rooms,  and  putting  the  respective 
wardrooms  in  proper  order.  1  don't  believe  in 
sending  these  old  matters  back  to  committees 
which  have  been  consiaered  and  decided.  I  think 
committees  have  enough  to  attend  to  with  new 
matters. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  said  before,  I  trust  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  24  will  not 
prevail  today.  For  my  own  part,  I  should  feel 
unwilling  to  vote  for  indefinite  postponement 
without  looking  into  it  a  little  further.  It  did 
not  come  to  us  as  a  matter  to  be  looked  up  today, 
but  is  merely  upon  the  reference.  Undoubtedly, 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  24  has  had  the  advan- 
tage of  looking  up  the  records  of  last  year  to  see 
what  action  was  taken.  Others  of  us  have  not 
had  that  opportunity.  I  did  not  expect  it  would 
be  discussed  today.  There  is  no  necessity  for  dis- 
cussing it  today.  I  therefore  hope  the  Council 
will  reject  the  indefinite  postponement,  and  let 
it  go  to  the  commitcee,  and  let  it  be  discussed 
when  their  report  is  made.  This  is  something  of 
a  political  question,  and  it  is  rather  springing  a 
trap  upon  us  in  the  way  in  which  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  deny  the  charge  that 
this  is  springing  a  trap.  This  is  no  new  matter. 
It  has  already  been  considered  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  ana  reported  upon  adverse- 
ly. The  gentleman  is  as  capable  of  voting  upon  it 
now  as  at  any  other  time,  and  he  knows  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  don't  know  but  I  am  more 
capable  of  voting  upon  it.  But  I  say  it  is  only 
upon  the  matter  of  reference,  and  I  hope  we  will 
let  it  go  over  until  the  fall. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  de- 
clared lost.  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  doubted  the 
vote  and  the  Council  "was  divided— 31  for. 

Before  the  negative  was  declared,  Mr.  Whit- 
more doubted  the  vote,  and,  on  his  motion,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed — 
yeas  34,  nays  23. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin,  Bigelow,  Blakemore, 
Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
H.  Clapp,  Coe,  Dudley,  Farwell,  Freeman,  Green- 
ough, Hagar,  Hancock,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Howard,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Morrison,  Nason,  Park- 
man,  Perkins,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  Pray,  H.  N.  Saw- 
yer, N.  Sawyer,  Sibley,  Viles,  Wheeler— 34. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Christal,  Cronin,  De- 
vine,  Devlin,  Dixon,  Donahoe,  Fitzpatrick,  Ken- 
dricken,  Lane,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  McNama- 
ra,  O'Dowd,  Rogers,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweeney,  Jr., 
Swift,  Walsh,  Ward,  Welch,  Wharton,  Whit- 
more— 23. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barry,  Denney, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Fisher,  Folan,  Hollis, 
Murphy,  Shepard,  Sweetser,  Taylor,  Tucker, 
Williams,  Wyinan— 14. 

Petitions,  etc.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  arranging 
fire  alarms  as    follows:    1st  alarm,  to    district  in 
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which  tire  occurs;  2d,  to  two  or  three  adjacent 
districts;  3d,  to  the  whole  city. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  would  ask  whether  this 
being  referred  to  the  fire  commissioners,  instead 
of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  they  will 
report  back  to  the  City  Government.  It  covers 
more  ground  than  might  at  first  be  imagined.  I 
move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  17—1  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail,  from  the  fact  that  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department,  or  rather  their 
opinion,  will  have  no  weight  in  this  matter  at  all. 
The  Fire  Commissioners  run  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment as  they  seem  to  think  best.  I  should  like 
to  accommodate  the  gentlemen,  but  I  don't  think 
their  opinion  will  amount  to  anything  at  all.  The 
commissioners  do  not  consult  the  committee  at 
all. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— It  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  don't  amount  to 
anything,  it  is  about  time  they  did.  I  move  to 
amend  the  order  by  substituting  "Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department"  for  "Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners." I  think  we  should  adhere  to  the 
custom  of  making  committees  the  eyes  and  ears 
of  the  City  Council,  to  receive  information  and 
make  reports. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— It  seems  to  me  the  Fire 
Commissioners  know  more  about  the  arrange- 
ment of  this  matter  than  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  do,  and  therefore  I  think  it  was  the 
part  of  wisdom  of  the  Aldermen  to  refer  it  to  the 
Commissioners  as  they  did.  The  Fire  Commis- 
sioners devote  all  their  time  to  this  business,  and 
must  understand  it  better  than  the  committee  do. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  not  interested  in 
it,  but  I  think  the  course  of  the  Commissioners 
for  the  past  few  years  will  better  enable  them  to 
make  a  proper  report. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17—1  hope  this  matter  will 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  if  they  have  any  rights  they  will  assert 
them,  and  not  be  frightened  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, but  take  this  matter  into  consideration 
and  make  such  report  as  they  see  fit. 

Mr.  Lovell— My  friend  from  Ward  8  says  the 
Fire  Commissioners  know  a  great  deal  about  this 
matter,  and  spend  all  their  time,  and  that  the 
committee  don't  amount  to  anything.  But  I  be- 
lieve the  committee  have  the  privilege  of  sam- 
moning  any  persons  before  them,  especially  the 
heads  of  departments,  to  testify  before  them, 
and  give  them  all  the  information  they  are  in 
possession  of.  If  we  act  upon  the  ground  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8,  I  don't  think  there  is 
any  committee  connected  with  the  City  Council 
that  amounts  to  anything.  Committees  can  get 
possession  of  all  the  information  that  the  heads 
of  departments  possess,  and  certainly  I  am  very 
much  in  favor  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment considering  this  matter. 

Mr.  Bowker  of  Ward  16—1  hope  this  matter  will 
not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment. As  the  gentleman  says,  it  is  very  difficult 
for  us  to  accomplish  much  of  anything.  "We  have  a 
fire  commission  which  is  very  high-toned.  A  few 
weeks  ago  we  had  some  difficulty  in  getting  meals 
allowed  to  the  firemen  on  the  fireboat,  and  we 
finally  got  half  a  loaf.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Coe— It  seems  to  me  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  do  amount  to  something,  according 
to  the  gentleman's  statement.  There  is  a  right 
way  and  a  wrong  way  of  transacting  our  business. 
It  seems  to  me  that  committees  should  be  the  me- 
dium of  communication  and  the  means  of  giving 
information  to  us. 

Mr.  Christal— I  am  sorry  the  remarks  of  my 
friend  from  Ward  23  did  not  apply  to  the  former 
order,  as  that  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings.  1  have  not  made  any  charge 
that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  did  not 
amount  to  anything.  I  have  stated  that  the  Fire 
Commissioners  appear  to  be  more  competent  to 
judge  of  this  matter  than  the  committee.  They 
have  more  experience  and  have  skilled  men  in  the 
department  to  attend  to  it.  Therefore,  in  order 
to  get  this  matter  thiough  in  a  more  speedy  man- 
ner, I  was  in  favor  of  concurring  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Do  I  understand  the 
Chair  to  rule  that  the  commissioners  would  have 
power  to  make  the  change,  or  would  they  report 
back  to  the  City  Council  ? 

The  President  pro  tern.— The  Chair  has  made  no 
ruling  whatever  upon  it.     Mr.  Lovell  has  moved 


the  reference  of  the  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  asked  the  question  whether  they 
would  reoort  back  as  a  committee  would  report, 
and  then  I  moved  the  reference. 

The  President  pro  tern.— Of  course  the  Fire 
Commissioners  could  report  directly  to  the  City 
Council  if  instructed  to.  The  Fire  Commissioners 
are  the  only  ones  who  could  make  the  change. 
The  Committee  on  Fire  Department  would  con- 
sider the  subject,  and  if  they  deemed  it  expedient 
to  make  the  change  they  would  report  back  that 
th.e  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Lovell  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

Order  to  employ  additional  assistance  on  work 
of  conveyancing  in  the  Law  Department  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  .?3840. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  that  the  order  may  be  passed"  today, 
and  for  this  reason,  it  is  purely  a  technical  or- 
der, arising  from  the  change  recently  made  in 
the  ordinance;  the  clerks  who  are  employed  in 
the  department  today  were  employed  under  the 
emergency  clause  by  the  City  Solicitor,  in  the 
city  conveyances  branch  of  his  office.  The  money 
is  already  provided  in  the  annual  appropriation, 
but  by  the  change  iu  the  ordinance  it  is  necessary 
to  reappoint  them  and  restate  their  salaries. 
There  will  be  no  change  made  by  the  committee, 
either  in  the  persons  or  their  pay.  It  is  a  mere 
matter  of  form,  and  as  it  is  desirable  that  these 
gentlemen  should  get  their  money  on  the  first  of 
the  month,  I  move  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order 
that  the  order  may  take  its  second  reading  and 
be  put  upon  its  passage  tonight. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  concur'  ence.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a 
roconsiderationl  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  having  ad- 
ditional assistance  in  the  permaneut  force  em- 
ployed in  the  work  of  conveyancing.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  that  the  amount  of  $2000,  to  be  paid  the 
executors  of  Michael  Norton,  be  taken  from  the 
collections  of  said  Norton  to  be  paid  into  the  city 
treasury.  Passed  in  concurrence.  Subsequently 
Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Report  and  order  to  release  to  Dwight|Foster  and. 
others,  trustees,  15,250  square  feet  of  land  on 
Parker  street,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  set 
forth  in  said  order.  Order  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  §4600  from 
the  Reserved  Fund,  for  the  construction  of  a 
temporary  dam  across  South  Bay,  between  the 
New  York  &  England  Railroad  track  and  Dor- 
chester avenue,  for  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance. 
Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23,  and  passed  in  concur- 
rence— yeas  58,  nays  0.  Mr.  Coe  moved  a  recon- 
sideration hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Examiners  of  Buildings. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Inspector  of  Buildings 
to  execute  chapter  197  of  acts  of  1880,  with  his 
present  force,  and  to  charge  the  expense  to  the 
Department  for  the  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19 — I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  this  report  and  order.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  with 
their  eight  inspectors,  have  not  force  enough  to 
attend  to  enforcing  this  act.  According  to  the 
original  order  three  special  inspectors  would  be 
required  to  do  it.  The  Chief  Inspector  informs 
me  that  his  present  force  cannot  do  it,  so  that  the 
fault,  if  there  is  any,  must  rest  with  the  Finance 
Committee  and  the  City  Council.  I  don't  know 
that  it  is  necessary  to  say  anything  more  upon 
this  subject,  but  they  must  take  the  responsi- 
bility. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— This  is  a  unanimous  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  law  pro- 
vides tor  no  penalty,  and  if  it  is  not  enforced  the 
city  is  not  responsible.  It  is  an  absurd  law  in  it- 
self, and  incapable  of  being  enforced.  If  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  will  issue  his  notices  to  such 
parties  as  employ  labor  in  these  places,  it  will  cer- 
tainly he  all  that  we  are  called  upon  to  do  as  a 
city.  We  are  called  upon  to  spend  a  large  amount 
of  money  to  enforce  this  law— as  this  will   be  an 
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entering  wedge  it  it  is  passed — and  the  law  will 
certainly  be  repealed  or  amended  next  winter, 
and  the  Committee  on  Finance  were  of  the  opin- 
ion that  we  should  not  enter  upon  any  expendi- 
ture of  this  kind  to  enforce  an  impractical  law. 
Therefore,  they  have  reported  as  they  have. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurience.  MivCoe 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  pier 
vail.    Lost. 

TRUANTS  AND   ABSENTEES   FROM  SCHOOL. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  consid- 
ered the  ordinance  in  relation  to  truants  and 
absentees  from  school. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  shall  offer  a  substitute  for  the 
ordinance  as  it  stands,  and  before  it  is  read  I  de- 
sire to  make  a  very  brief  explanation  in  regard 
to  it.  The  ordinance  as  proposed  states  that  any 
person  committing  the  crime  of  truancy  shall  be 
punished  by  being  committed  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years  to  the  House  for  the  Employ- 
ment and  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Offenders.  As 
I  stated  to  the  Council  at  the  last  meeting,  £ 
thought  this  an  unnecessarily  harsh  method  of 
stating  it.  Although  we  have,  unfortunately,  no 
other  place  of  putting  tbese  children,  I  thought 
it  was  an  unnecessarily  harsh  way  of  stating.  I 
have,  therefore,  re-drafted  the  ordinance,  which 
is  in  a  form  which  amounts  to  the  same  thing, 
but  it  is  not  so  objectionable  in  its  terms. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  ordinance  under  consideration : 

Ac  Ordinance 
Concerning  Truant  Children  and   Absentees  from 

School. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Any  of  the  persons  described  in  the 
first  section  of  chapter  262  of  the  acts  of  1873, 
upon  conviction  of  any  offence  described  in  said 
act,  or  any  act  in  aineudment  thereof,  may  be 
committed  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years  to 
any  institution  of  instructiou,  or  suitable  situa- 
tion provided  for  the  purpose. 

Sect.  2.  The  house  for  the  employment  and 
reformation  of  juvenile  offenders  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk  is  hereby  assigned  and  provided  as  a 
suitable  location  for  the  confinement,  discipline 
and  instruction  of  children  convicted  of  offences 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  or  acts  specified 
in  section  1. 

Sect.  3.  In  order  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of 
such  children,  it  is  hereby  enacted  that  they  shall 
be  subject,  while  committed  to  such  house  for 
the  employment  and  reformation  of  juvenile  of- 
fenders, to  all  the  provisions  applicable  to  them 
contained  in  the  "Rules  and  Regulations  for  the 
several  institutions  of  the  city  of  Boston  under 
charge  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions," approved  bv  the  City  Council  and  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  on  April  19,"l8Cl,  and  Aug.  16, 
lit'f-  and  all  legal  amendments  thereto. 

Sect.  4.  The  fourth  section  of  the  ordinance  in 
regard  to  schools,  as  printed  in  the  Statutes  and 
i  Ordinances  of  1876,  page  695,  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  was  {intending  to  move  that 
the  ordinanoe  and  the  substitute  be  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  so 
ithaf.  ttiev  might  be  printed.  I  should  not  make 
tail's  motion,  but  I  have  showed  the  ordinance  in 
manuscript  to  one  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  who  was  foremost  in  opposition  to 
me  at  the  last  meeting,  but  unfortunately  tor  me, 
he  is  now  occupying  the  chair.  If  I  understood 
the  gentleman  rightly,  I  believe  he  will  say 
that  the  ordinance  in  its  present  lorra 
is  a  better  one  than  the  other,  in  his  pri- 
vate opinion.  But  still  as  it  is  a  technical  mat- 
ter, and  the  Council  ought  to  see  the  ordinance 
for  itself ,  I  move  that' the  original  and  the  sub- 
stitute be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting, 
because  the  ordinance  cannot  go  into  effect  until 
after  the  vacation,  and  then  it  will  be  two  weeks 
before  any  are  convicted.  I  assure  the  Council 
this  is  no  attempt  on  my  part  to  deieat  the  ordi- 
nance. I  must  again  state  that  I  think  the  ordi- 
nance as  originally  drawn  is  unnecessarily  harsh 
in  its  terms.  1  do  not  believe  the  Council  should 
be  unfair  to  any  class  of  children,  even  truants. 
Therefore  I  hope  the  ordinance  will  be  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  and  printed.  The 
Council  will  then  see  the  truth  of  what  I  have  said. 
The  only  difference  between  the  two  bills  is  in  the 
form,  and  the  substitute  treats  these  poor  chil- 
dren more  humanely.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  neces- 
sary to  put  the  ordinance  in  the  form  in  which  it 
was  first  offered,  and  I  don't  believe  anybody  de- 
sires a  defective  ordinance  passed. 


Mr.  Wharton — I  think  this  matter  ought  to  go 
back  to  the  committee.  Here  is  a  substitute  for 
an  important  ordinance,  apparently  much  longer 
than  the  one  originally  before  the  house.  An  ordi- 
nance referring  to  as  important  a  matter  as  this 
should  not  be  passed  without  first  having  been 
through  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  If  the 
matter  is  postponed  until  the  next  meeting,  we  do 
not  know  when  that  will  be.  A  reference  to  the 
committee  will  not  seriously  delay  the  passage  of 
the  ordinance,  and  the  committee  can  report  the 
substitute  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  if  that 
is  a  proper  one.  I  therefore  hope  the  motion  to 
specially  assign  will  not  prevail,  and  if  in  order  I 
move  that  all  the  papers  on  the  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.     Sent  up. 

STATUE   OF  VICTORY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23,  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  he  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  with  an  order  for  the  removal  of  the 
statue  of  "Victory"  from  the  hall  of  the  Latin 
Schoolhouse,  Bedford  street,  to  the  new  English 
High  and  Latin  School  buildings,  and  appropri- 
ating §1000  for  the  same,  would  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order 
in  lieu  of  the  one  referred: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  remove 
the  statue  of  "Victory"  from  the  hall  of  the  Latin 
Schoolhouse  on  Bedford  street  to  the  hall  of  the 
new  English  High  and  Latin  School  buildings, 
and  provide  a  suitable  foundation  for  the  same, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  #1000,  the  work  to  be  per- 
formed under  the  direction  of  the  City  Architect, 
and  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Sehoolhouses,  Public  Buildings, 
and  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  that  appropriation  the  sum  of  #1000  for 
that  special  purpose. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Coe  the  rule  was  suspended. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed— yeas  6-4, 
nays  1— Mr.  Whitmore  voting  nay.  Mr.  Coe 
■moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

REDUCING  MOTIONS  TO  WRITING. 

On  motion  ^f  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  he  submitted  the  following: 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Or- 
ders of  the  Common  Council  on  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  forty  sixth  rule,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  tollowiug,  it  being  a  new 
dra't  of  the  order  referred  to  them: 

Ordered,  That  the  forty-sixth  rule  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  be  amended"  by  adding  the  following 
words: 

"And  no  other  motion  shall  be  entertained  until 
a  reasonable  time  be  afforded  for  compliance  with 
such  direction." 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  46th  rule  at  present 
read  as  follows:  "Every  motion  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing  if  the  President  shall  so  direct." 

Mr.  Hasrar  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  that  i9  a 
very  injudicious  amendment.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  ever  the  custom  of  any  member  of  this 
body  to  consume  time,  but  it  seems  to  me  this 
amendment  offe'S  a  great  temptation  to  any- 
body to  attempt  to  do  so.  It  would  be  very  easy 
for  a  member  to  rise  and  make  a  long  motion, 
and  have  it  reduced  to  writing;  then  he  might  be 
succeeded  by  another  one,  accompanied  by  a  de- 
mand that  it  slum  id  be  reduced  to  writing.  It 
seems  to  me  the  rule  is  very  well  as  it  stands,  and 
better  than  it  will  be  amended. 

Mr.  Sibley — The  committee  have  no  desire  to 
curtail  the  "powers  of  the  Chair.  But  supposing 
the  Chair  does  see  fit  to  require  a  motion  to  be 
reduced  to  writing,  and  gives  the  floor  to  some 
one  else,  and  other  business  intervenes,  how  is 
the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  ever  going 
to  get  the  floor  again '.'  That  man  has  a  right  to 
a  proper  time  to  reduce  his  motion  to  writing, 
and  to  bring  it  before  the  House  after  it  is  re- 
duced to  writing.  The  rule  as  it  stands  is  all 
very  well,  only  we  wish  to  give  each  member  the 
right  to  the  floor  after  reducing  his  motion  to 
writing.  I  can  conceive  of  nothing  more  fair 
than  that.  I  cannot,  conceive  that  any  man  would 
take  such  an  opportunity  as  that  to  delay  busi- 
ness. I  have  never  seen  many  unfair  men  here. 
Still  it  is  true  that  a  member    might  do    that.    I 
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believe  in  adopting  the  forty-sixth  rule  as  the 
committee  have  proposed  it  should  be  amended. 

Mr.  Whitinore — I  should  not  have  said  anything 
except  for  the  unfortunate  circumstance — the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  probably  not  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  previous  stage  of  the 
matter,  and  having  started  a  new  bugbear.  The 
order  as  amended  by  the  committee  simply  looks 
to  protecting  the  rights  of  a  member  which  were 
for  the  first  time  involved  by  a  decision  of  the 
Chair.  This  is  restoring  by  words  the  custom 
which  has  always  prevailed  in  the  Council.  The 
danger  feared  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is 
purely  imaginary.  The  rule  makes  it  the  duty  of 
a  member  to  reduce  his  motion  to  writing  when 
the  Chair  directs  it.  That  can  be  used  to  annoy 
the  Council  no  more  than  any  other  parliament- 
ary action.  A  member  may  get  up  here,  as  one 
did  last  year,  and  speak  against  time,  in  order  to 
prevent  certain  action,  a  thing  which  can  always 
be  done;  but  we  do  not  expect  anything  of  the  kind. 
The  danger  which  made  this  rule  a  necessity  is  one 
which  happened  here  and  is  perfectly  under- 
stood. I  hope  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
committee  will  prevail,  because  it  puts  things 
just  where  they  were  three  months  ago,  and 
which  was  always  understood  to  be  the  case.  It 
is  to  remedy  an  apparent  defect  in  the  rule.  It  is 
a  custom  which  has  always  prevailed  in  this 
body. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — Petition  of  Sarah 
B.  Lightbody,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  in- 
juries caused  by  au  alleged  defect  in  Sumner 
street,  July  6,  1830.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

Back  Bay  Lands. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  presented  the  follow- 
ing: 

To  the  City  of  Boston— You  are  hereby  notified, 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an  indenture  of 
three  parts,  dated  December  31st,  1864,  made  by 
and  between  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  and  the 
City  of  Boston,  that  the  parcel  of  land  designated 
as  "reserved"  on  the  plan  referred  to  and  adopted 
by  said  indenture,  and  lying  between  West  New- 
ton street  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  and 
on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Huntington  avenue, 
bas  been  filled  to  the  established  grade  mentioned 
in  said  indenture;  and  demand  is  hereby  made 
that  the  city  of  Boston  elect  whether  or  not  it 
will  purchase  said  i  arcel  of  land  at  the  price  iu 
said  indenture  specified. 

The  Boston  Water  Power  Company  does  not 
hereby  waive  any  right  in  law  or  equity  to  resist 
in  behalf  of  itself  or  its  assigns  any  claim  of  the 
city  of  Boston  to  make  such  election. 

Dated  at  Boston  this  9th  day  of  June,  1880. 
Boston  Water  Power  Company, 

By  J.  D.  Braman,  President. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Boston 
"Water  Power  Company,  duly  called,  and  held  at 
Boston,  June  3,  1880,  (a  quorum  being  present  and 
voting)  the  foregoing  notice  of  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  to  the  City  of  Boston  relating  to 
a  certain  lot  designated  as  "reserved,"  as  de- 
scribed in  said  notice,  having  been  duly  read  and 
considered,  it  was  voted  that  Jarvis  D.  Braman, 
the  President  of  this  corporation,  be  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  and  directed  to  sign  and  deliver 
said  notice  to  the  oity  of  Boston,  in  behalf  of  this 
corporation. 

A  true  copy  from  the  records,  page  120. 
Attest: 

W.  B.  Brown,  Clerk. 

To  the  City  of  Boston— The  undersigned,  Frank- 
lin Haven,  Alexander  H.  Rice  and  Peleg  W. 
Chandler,  trustees,  assigns  of  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  and  owners  of  the  "reserved  lot" 
described  in  the  communication  hereto  annexed 
of  the  said  company  to  the  city  of  Boston,  dated 
June  9th,  1880,  hereby  join  said  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  An  said  communication,  and 
notify  said  city  of  Boston  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  said  indenture  in  said  communication 
mentioned,  that  said  reserved  lot  has  been  filled 
to  the  established  grade  mentioned  in  said  inden- 
ture, and  demand  is  hereby  made  that  the  city  of 
Boston  elect  whether  or  not  it  will  purchase  said 
parcel  of  land  at  the  price  in  said  indenture 
specified. 

The  undersigned  do  not  hereby  or  iu  any  man- 
ner waive  any  right  in  law  or  equity  to  resist  any 
claim  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  make  such  election. 


Dated  at  Boston  this  29th  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1880. 

,         Franklin  Haven. 
Alexander  H.  Rice. 
P.  W.  Chandler. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lauds. 
Sent  up. 

Flag  Staff  on  Lewis  Park. 

By  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— Petition  of  J.  L.  S. 
Roberts  and  others,  representing  that  the  flagstaff 
on  Lewis  Park  had  lately  been  cut  down,  and  ask- 
ing that  a  suitable  staff  be  placed  there.  Mr. 
Pratt  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  with  instructions  to  give 
the  parties  a  hearing 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5—1  have  not  the  least  ob- 
jection to  its  being  referred  to  that  committee, 
but  the  Police  Commissioners  have  the  handling 
of  the  flagstaffs  in  the  city  of  Boston.  I  have 
been  trying  to  get  one  on  Winthrop  square  for 
some  time,  and  failed.  This  matter  seems  to  be- 
long to  the  Police  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  have  been  informed  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Grounds  pulled  down  that  flag- 
staff, and  had  great  difficulty  in  doing  so.  If 
this  matter  is  referred  to  them,  I  suppose  they 
will  investigate  the  facts  and  find  out  whether 
the  patriotic  reasons  exist  for  erecting  another 
which  have  been  so  well  stated  in  the  petition, 
and  renort  some  method  by  which  the  staff  can 
be  placed  there.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5, 
who  has  had  such  long  experience  on  that  com- 
mittee, is  of  the  opinion  that  they  will  be  power- 
less in  the  matter,  I  will  not  press  the  proposed 
reference.  I  think  it  should  be  referred  to  some 
committee  to  ascertain  the  facts. 

Mr.  Pratt's  motion  to  refer,  with  instructions  , 
prevailed.    Sent  up. 

stok/t  brook  improvement. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  presented  the  following 
(City  Doc.  101): 

In  Common  Council,  July  29,  1880. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Improve- 
ment of  Stony  Brook,  in  compliance  with  the  or- 
der approved  July  8,  1880,  requesting  a  statement 
of  such  matters  connected  with  said  improvement 
as  can  be  made  public  without  injury  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  city,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report: 

:  In  1877,  a  joint  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Aldermen  O'Brien,  Burnham  and  Dunbar,  and 
Councilmen  Brown  of  Ward  23,  Flynu  of  Ward  13, 
Pratt  of  Ward  21,  Wilbur  of  Ward  20  and  Thorn- 
dike  of  Ward  1,  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject  of  improving  Stony  Brook.  The  report  of 
this  committee  may  be  found  in  City  Document 
86,  1877.  In  accordance  with  the  recommenda- 
tions therein  contained,  an  appropriation  of 
S133,000  was  made,  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
the  brook,  and  the  same  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  take  charge  of  the  matter.  The  subiect 
was  not  finally  acted  upon  by  the  City  Council 
until  December,  too  late  in  the  season  for  any- 
thing to  be  done  upon  the  brook. 

In  1S78  a  joint  special  committee  was  appointed 
upon  the  subject,  consisting  of  Aldermen  Robin- 
son, Viles  and  McLean,  and  Counciimen  Brown  of 
Ward  23,  Ward  of  Ward  21,  Taylor  of  Ward  25, 
Sautry  of  Ward  19,  and  Taylor  of  Ward  16.  The 
committee  were  made  aware  at  the  outset  that 
the  Boston  Belting  Company  was  opposed  to  the 
improvements  being  made;  they,  nevertheless, 
concluded  that  it  was  expedient  to  proceed  with 
so  much  of  the  work  as  could  be  done  without  en- 
croaching upon  the  Belting  Company's  premises, 
believing  that  when  the  work  was  finished  it 
could  be  shown  that  the  company  had  not  been 
injured.  Negotiations  were  concluded  with 
abutters  along  the  brook,  for  the  right  of  way, 
and  work  was  about  to  be  commenced,  when  the_ 
Belting  Company  notified  the  city  that  it  should 
apply  for  au  injunction,  claiming  that  the  im- 
provement would  be  an  infringement  upon  the 
rights  of  the  company  within  the  meaumg  of  the 
miich  section  of  chapter  196  of  the  acts  of  1874, 
which  is  quoted  in  full  hereafter. 

Operations  were,  therefore,  suspended,  and  the 
Mayor  was  requested  to  petition  the  Legislature, 
then  in  session,  for  the  lepeal  of  the  restrictive 
clause.  This  was  after  the  time  for  admission  of 
new  business  had  expired,  and  the  petition  could 
only  be  received  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 
The  Senate  received  the  petition,  but  there  being 
some  doubt  as  to  whether  the  House  would  con- 
cur, the  following  statement  was  submitted 
to  the  Representatives: 
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Statement  of  Facts  in  Relation  to  the  Improve- 
ment of  Stony  Brook,  giving  Reasons  why  the 
Petition  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  a  Modifica- 
tion of  the  Provisions  of  Chapter  196,  Acts  of 
1874,  should  be  admitted. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  ok  the  Improvement  of  Stony  Brook 
desire  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  tacts 
for  the  purpose  of  showing;  why  the  petition  of 
the  city  of  Boston  for  a  modification  of  section  9 
of  chapter  196  of  the  acts  of  1874,  relating  to  the 
improvement  of  Stony  Brook,  should  be  admitted 
by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  times  of  freshets,  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook 
overflow  the  low  lands  in  the  West  Roxbury  Dis- 
trict, flood  the  cellars  of  many  dwellings,  and,  be- 
coming stagnant  and  impure,  endacgerthe  health 
of  the  inhabitants. 

In  1868  the  physicians  of  West  Roxbury  notified 
the  seltctmen  that  the  town  must  fake  measures 
to  abate  the  nuisance  as  a  matter  of  public  health. 
In  the  same  year  the  town  of  West  Roxbury  and 
the  city  of  Boston  petitioned  for  and  received 
authority  to  take  lands,  and  to  straighten  and 
improve  the  channel  of  the  brook  within  their 
several  limits.  (Chapter  223,  acts  of  1868.)  The 
town  of  West  Roxbury  immediately  proceeded  to 
make  the  improvement  authorized  by  the  act, 
but  soon  found  that  it  could  be  better  carried  out 
under  the  direction  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners. 
The  citv  of  Boston  and  town  of  West  Roxbury 
were  thereupon  granted  (Acts  of  1870,  chapter  220) 
authority  to  appoint  commissioners  to  exercise 
the  power  granted  by  the  previous  act.  The  town  of 
West  Roxbury  at  once  appointed  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, who  proceeded  to  take  a  strip  of  land 
thirty  feet  in  width,  extending  along  the  course  of 
the  brook  from  Hyde  Park  to  the  Roxbury  bounda- 
ry line.— a  distance  of  about  three  and  one-half 
miles,  and  to  widen,  deepen  and  straighten  the 
channel  of  the  brook  for  its  entire  length  within 
the  limits  of  West  Roxbury.  From  the  fact, 
however,  that  the  city  of  Boston  did  nothing  to 
lower  the  brook  within  its  limits,  no  benefit  was 
experienced  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
West  Roxbury  affected  by  the  freshets. 

In  1873  West  Roxbury  was  annexed  to  Boston, 
and  the  citizens  of  that  district  appealed  to  the 
City  Council  to  abate  the  nuisance,  and  steps 
were  taken  in  that  direction.  But,  as  the  previous 
acts  gave  to  the  city  die  right  to  use  Stony  Brook 
for  sewer  purposes," the  Boston  Belting  Company, 
who  use  the  waters  of  the  brook  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  rubber,  estimated  its  damage  by  having 
the  waters  rendered  impure,  at  a  sum  which 
would  forever  provide  them  with  Cochituate  or 
other  pure  water,  to  the  extent  of  their  maximum 
consumption— about  120,000  gallons  daily.  To  fur- 
nish this  supply  would  cost  the  interest  on  $150,- 
000  to  £200,000. 

The  city  thereupon  decided  to  preserve  the 
purity  of  the  water  of  the  brook  by  building  a 
sewer  along  its  valley,  to  receive  all  the  house 
drainage,  and  to  lower  and  improve  the  channel 
for  the  purpose  of  draining  the  meadows,  as  a 
separate  project,  and  for  that  purpose  obtained 
the  act  of  1874  (chap.  196). 

In  1877  the  physicians  of  the  West  Roxbury 
District  again  called  the  attention  of  the  City 
Council  to  the  unhealthy  effects  produced  by  the 
overflow  of  the  brook.  The  Board  of  Health  was 
requested  to  examine  into  the  subject,  and  the 
following  report  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  ) 
April  19,  1877.  J 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston  : 
Gentlemen— In  compliance  with  an  order  of  the 
City  Council,  passed  the  10th  inst.,  requesting  the 
Board  of  Health  to  examine  the  cellars  and  dwell- 
ings along  the  borders  of  Stony  Brook,  in  Ward 
23,  we  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  premises  have 
been  examined  with  the  following  result: 

On  Lamartine,  Washington,  Bovlston,  Keys  and 
Green  streets,  Bovlston,  Union,  Greenwood  and 
Brookline  avenues,  we  found  over  one  hundred 
dwellings  whose  cellars  were  flooded,  during  the 
recent  high  state  of  Stony  Krook,  to  the  extent  of 
from  two  inches  to  three  feet  of  water  in  depth, 
which  remained  in  said  cellars  from  two 
or  three  days  to  three  weeks.  The  evi- 
dence showed  that  the  same  condition  of 
the  cellars  occurred  whenever  the  brook  had  sud- 
denly been  rai>ed.  From  the  examination  made, 
and  the  evidence  obtained,  we  are  satisfied  that 
of  124  dwellings  examined,  at  least  100  cellars 
were  flooded  as  above  stated  by  the  high  state  of 
Stony  Brook.  It  is  a  well-established  fact  that 
wet  cellars  and  damp  dwellings  are  prejudicial  to 


health,  and  it  is  the  unqualified  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Health  that  the  recent  and  present  con- 
dition of  the  above-named  cellars  and  premises 
was  and  is  such  as  to  jeopardize  the  health  of 
tuose  living  over  them,  and  that  some  remedy 
against  the  evil  should  be  applied. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  H.  Dtjrgxn, 

Chairman. 

After  carefully  considering  the  subject,  the 
City  Council  of  1877  appropriated  $133,000  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  Stony  Brook,  as  authorized 
by  the  act  of  1S74.  The  negotiations  with  the 
owners  of  lands  along  the  brook  were  finished, 
and  preparations  were  being  made  to  commence 
the  improvement,  when  the  Boston  Belting  Com- 
pany, early  in  the  month  of  March,  1S78,  notified 
the  Mayor  that  they  should  object  to  the  im- 
provement being  made,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  "interfere  with  their  rights  to  the  use  of 
the  waters  of  the  brook,"  contrary  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  1874,  which 
reads  as  follows: 

"Section  9.  This  act  shall  not  be  construed  to 
authorize  the  said  city  to  restrain  or  dam  up  any 
of  the  streams  now  flowing  into  Stony  Brook  or 
into  the  tributaries  thereof.  Neither  shall  it  au- 
thorize any  interference  with  the  estate  owned  by 
the  Boston  Belting  Company  or  its  rights  in  said 
brook  as  to  the  use  and  purity  of  its  waters." 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  section  gives  the  Bos- 
ton Belting  Company  absolute  power  to  veto  this 
great  public  i  provement,  and  they  propose  to 
exercise  that  power. 

In  consequence  of  the  notice  from  the  compa- 
ny, the  City  Council  requested  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion for  such  an  amendment  to  the  act  as  will 
place  the  Boston  Belting  Company  in  the  same 
position  as  other  abutters  upon  the  brook  in  re- 
gard to  damages  and  betterments. 

It  is  desired  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
will  concur  with  the  Senate  in  admitting  this  pe- 
tition, and  refer  the  subject  to  a  committee, 
where  a  hearing  may  be  given  to  all  parties  inter- 
ested, and  the  facts  fully  set  forth. 

The  damage,  if  any,  to  the  Boston  Belting  Com- 
pany can  only  be  ascertained  when  the  improve- 
ment is  completed.  If  it  is  found  that  their 
rights  are  interfered  with,  the  proper  remedy 
can  then  be  applied.  But  the  consummation  of  a 
public  improvement,  designed  to  protect  the 
health  of  the  community,  should  not  be  prevent- 
ed by  the  supposition  that  it  may  at  some  future 
time  interfere  with  the  privileges  of  a  single  cor- 
poration. 

Jos*ah  S„  Robinson. 
Clinton  Vilf.s. 
Charles  R.  McLean. 
Alfred  S.  Brown. 
Francis  J.  Ward. 
Jacob  F.  Tavlor. 
John  P.  Santrw 
John  Taylor. 
Committee  on  Stony  Brook  Improvement. 

The  House,  however,  refused  to  admit  the  peti- 
tion, and.  in  consequence  of  the  threatening  atti- 
tude of  the  Belting  Company,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  suspend  action  von  the  work  of  im- 
provement. Later  in  the  year  the  Mayor  was  re- 
quested to  petition  the  next  General  Court  for  the 
repeal  of  the  restrictive  section. 

In  1879  a  joint  special  committee  was  appointed 
upon  the  subject,  consisting  of  Aldermen  Robin- 
son, Viles  and  O'Brien,  andCouncilmen  Brown  of 
Ward  23,  Taylor  of  Ward  16,  Ward  of  Ward  23, 
Murphy  of  Ward  20,  and  Barry  of  Ward  19.  The 
petition  for  a  change  in  the  law  was  presented 
and  referred  to  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee, 
who  reported  a  bill,  which  was  passed  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee  or  that 
branch.  This  bill  was  not  satisfactory  to  the 
Belting  Company,  who  opposed  it  with  such  suc- 
cess that  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported 
against  it,  and  reported  a  substitute  bill,  drawn 
entirely  in  the  interest  of  the  "citing  Company. 
This  bill  passed  the  House,  but  was  defeated  in 
the  Senate. 

Having  failed  in  getting  relief  by  legislation, 
the  Committee  on  Stony  Brook  endeavored  to 
arrive  at  some  understanding  with  the  Belting 
Company  as  to  the  amount  which  the  company 
would  accept  as  compensation  for  the  damage 
which  might  be  done  to  their  property.  It  will 
be  understood  that  these  damages  were  merely 
conjectural.  The  Belting  Company  maintained 
that  their  property  and  business  would   be  seri- 
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ously  injured,  while,  ™  the  other  hand,  the 
agents  of  ihe  city  believed  that  the  improvement 
could  be  made  without  damaging  the  company  in 
the  slightest  degree.  Negotiations  in  this  direc- 
tion were  fruitless,  and  it  was  finally  agreed  that, 
with  the  consent  of  the  City  Council,  the  matter 
should  be  decided  by  arbitration.  Accordingly, 
upon  recommendation  of  the  committee,  the  fol- 
lowing order  was  adopted,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor,  Nov.  4, 1879: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Stoi>y  Brook 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  enter  into 
an  agreement  with  the"  Boston  Belting  Company 
to  submit  to  the  judgment  and  determination  of 
three  impartial  referees,  to  be  chosen  by  said 
committee  and  said  Boston  Belting  Company, 
what  sum  shall  be  paid  by  the  city  of  Boston  to 
said  Boston  Belting  Company  for  the  tight  to  im- 
prove Stonv  Brook  in  the  manner  provided  by 
chapter  196  of  the  acts  of  the  year  18i4,  the  award 
of  the  referee  so  chosen  to  be  obligatory  on  both 
parties,  and  the  expense  of  the  reference  to  be 
charged  to,  and  the  award,  if  any,  to  be  paid  from, 
the  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  Stony 
Brook. 

The  committee  and  the  representatives  of  the 
Belting  Company  held  several  conferences  upon 
the  subject,  and  in  December,  1879,  agreed  upon 
Alexander  H.  Kice,  Franklin  Haven  and  J.  War- 
ren Merrill  as  referees.  The  final  arrangements 
were  not  concluded,  however,  before  the  close  of 
the  municipal  year. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  present  committee 
the  following  indenture  was  executed: 
"An  Indenture  made  this  tenth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty, 
by  and  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  Bos- 
ton Belting  Company,  a  corporation  duly  estab- 
lished by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts. 

Whereas,  by  chapter  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  of  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  said  Common- 
wealth, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-four,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize 
the  city  of  Boston  to  improve  Stony  Brook  and 
its  tributaries'  [the  said  city  was],  were  empow- 
ered and  authorized  to  do  all  acts  and  things  in 
the  said  act  specified;  and  whereas  it  is  provided 
by  the  ninth  section  of  said  act  that  said  act  shall 
not  authorize  any  interference  with  the  estate 
owned  by  the  Boston  .Belting  Company,  or  its 
rights  in  said  orook  as  to  the  use  and  purity  of  its 
waters;  and  whereas  it  is  agreed  by  the  said  City 
of  Boston  and  said  Boston  Belting  Company  that 
the  said  City  of  Boston  may  use  and  exercise  all 
the  rights  and  powers  it  could  use  and  exercise  if 
the  restrictive  provision  in  said  ninth  section 
were  not  in  said  act,  paying  to  said  Boston  Belt- 
ing Company  such  sum  for  damages  caused  to  its 
estate  thereby  as  shall  be  assessed  and  deter- 
mined by  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Franklin  Haven 
and  J.  Warren  Merrill,  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
referees; 

Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby  agreed  between  the 
said  parties,  in  consideration  of  the  execution  of 
this  instrument,  that  said  City  of  Boston  may 
proceed  to  use  and  exercise  all  the  rights  and 
powers  aforesaid  without  restriction,  and  that 
the  amount  of  damage  caused  or  to  be  caused  to 
the  said  Boston  Belting  Company  thereby  shall  be 
referred  to  said  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Franklin 
Haven  and  J.  Warren  Merrill,  the  aw;,rd  and  de. 
termination  of  whom,  or  a  majority  of  whom, 
duly  certified  in  writing,  shall  be  final  and  con- 
clusive between  the  said  parties.  And  the  said 
City  of  Boston  agiees  to  pay  to  the  said  Boston 
Belting  Company  the  amount  of  said  award,  on 
demand. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  City  of  Boston  has 
caused  this  instrument  to  be  signed  by  Frederick 
O.  Prince,  its  Mayor,  thereto  duly  authorized, 
and  the  said  Boston  Belting  Company  has  caused 
the  same  to  be  signed  by  E.  S.  Couverse,  its  treas- 
urer, thereto  duly  authorized,  the  day  and  year 
first  above  written. 

[Signed]  The  City    of  Boston, 

By  Frederick  O.  Prince.  Mayor. 
Boston  Belting  Company, 

By  E.  S.  Converse,  Treasurer. 
A  hearmg  was  had  before  the  referees,  June  15, 
at  which  the  city  was  represented  by  the  City  So- 
licitor, as  counsel,  and  Messrs.  A.  S.  Brown, 
Charles  Wheeler  and  Nathaniel  Briinbecom  of  the 
Committee  on  Stony  Brook.  The  Belting  Compa- 
ny was  represented  by  Hon.  E.  R.  Hoar  and  S. 
W.  Bates.  The  hearing  was  continued  on  the 
10th  and  24th  days  of  June.  On  the  21st,  upon 
the   advice  of  the  counsel  for  the  city,  orders 


were  passed  by  the  City  Council  (City  Doc.  91> 
taking  certain  parcels  ot  land  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  improvement.  Hon.  R.  M.  Morse, 
Jr.,  was  employed  as  associate  counsel  on  behalf 
of  the  city,  by  reason  of  his  great  familiarity  with 
the  subject  since  the  town  of  West  Roxbury  com- 
menced to  agitate  it. 

The  counsel  for  the  Belting  Company  took  the 
ground  that  the  measure  of  damages  to  be  paid 
by  the  city  was  the  entire  value  of  the  company's 
property  located  upon  the  brook. 

The  counsel  for  the  city  denied  this,  and  urged; 
that  the  damages,  if  any,  could  not  be  determined, 
until  action  had  been  taken  by  the  city. 

The  referees  took  this  view,  and  stated,  among- 
other  things,  that  the  articles  of  arbitration  con- 
templated the  submission  of  the  question,  "WThat 
damages  will  be  sustained  by  the  Belting  Com- 
pany if  the  city  shall  ever  exercise  all  those  pow- 
ers?" and  the  hearings  were  thereupon  suspend- 
ed. A  stenographic  report  of  these  hearings  will 
be  found  in  the  appendix. 

The  work  of  improvement  is  new  progressing; 
satisfactorily. 

The  total  amount  expended,  from  the  date  of 
the  passage  of  the  original  order  in  187 1  up  to  the 
present  time,  is  §689.36. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Clinton  Tiles. 
Hugh  O'Brien. 
George  L.  Thorndike. 
Alfred  S.  Brown. 
John  Taylor. 
Benjamin  F.  Anthony-. 
Charles  Wheeler. 
Nathaniel  Brimbecom. 
Committee  on  Stony  Brook. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

VACATION. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order  that 
when  this  Council  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  September  next,  at  7.30  P.  M. 
Passed.  Mr.  Parkman  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

ELMO-STREET  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14 offered  an  order — That  t>e 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
erect  a  primary  schoolhouse  of  wood  on  land  sit- 
uated on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Glen  road 
and  McLellan  avenue,  Ward  24,  in  accordance 
with  plans  prepared  by  the  City  Architect  and 
approved  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion; the  expense,  not  exceeding  $3000,  to  be" 
charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  Primary 
Schoolhouse,  Elmo  street. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clapp,  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed and  the  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  SEPTEMBER. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order — That 
all  persons  employed  by  the  city,  whose  services 
can  be  dispersed  with,  be  allowed  a  holiday  on 
the  17th  of  September  next,  without  loss  of  pay. 

Mr.  Christal — My  object  in  offering  that  order 
is  that  the  17th  of  September  is  going  to  be  a 
great  day  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  many  of 
these  men  belong  to  organizations  which  will  take- 
part  in  the  celebration. 

On  motion  of  Sir.  Christal  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, the  order  was  passed,  and  a  reconsidera- 
tion was  refused.    Sent  up. 

Subsequently  Mr  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  offered 
an  order— That  the  City  Hall  and  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  City  Government  be  closed  on. 
the  17th  of  September  next.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

PROPOSED  VISIT  TO    THE    M\"STIC  WATER  WORKS. 

Mr.  Dudley  of  Ward  4  offered  an  order — That 
the  City  Messenger  be  requested  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  a  visit  of  the  Common  Council,  the 
Clerk  and  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the 
members  of  the  Water  Board,  the  City  Engineer 
and  his  assistants,  the  Superintendent  and  Clerk 
of  the  Mystic  Water  Works,  and  the  reporters  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council,  to  the  Mystia 
Reservoir  and  its  surroundings  in  the  town  of 
Winchester  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  10,  1880,  and  that 
the  Messenger  be  authorized  to  provide  refresh- 
ments and  cigars  on  the  occasion;  the  expense  at- 
tending the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  give 
us  some  explanation  of  the  order,  and  how  longr 
it  has  been  customary  for  the  City  Council  to- 
make  an  annual  visit  to  the  source  of  the  Mystic 
supply.    We  did  so  last  year  on  a  special  occasion, 
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and  I  should  like  to  inquire  whether  it  was  done 
before  last  year. 

Mr.  Dudley — I  don't  know  that  it  was  ever  done 
before  last  year,  as  I  was  not  in  the  Council.  1 
know  it  was  last  year. 

Mr.  Whitinore — Under  those  circumstances  I 
move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Wheeler — If  there  are  parties  who  really 
desire  to  visit  the  Mystic  Water  Works,  I  should 
like  to  know  what  objection  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  to  their  doing  so.  I  suppose  the 
gentleman  who  offered  the  order  desired  to  have 
the  Council  examine  the  works,  as  they  have  be- 
come very  important.  I  have  never  visited  them 
myself.  I  should  not  want  an  excursion  on  my 
own  account,  but  if  a  large  number  of  the  Coun- 
cil are  earnestly  desirous  of  visiting  those  works, 
for  one  I  should  be  happy  to  join  them. 

Mr.  Whit-more— I  have  this  mvich  to  say  about 
it:  We  have  had  one  excursion  this  year  and  I 
presume  the  members  had  a  very  good  time.  The 
excursion  to  the  City  Water  Works  has  been  an 
annual  custom  for  many  years.  Whether  it  is  a 
good  or  bad  one  I  will  not  say,  but  it  has  existed. 
1  do  not  know  that  the  City  Council  ever  went  to 
the  Mystic  supply  before  last  year,  when  there 
was  a  special  reason  for  it.  There  was  great 
complaint  against  the  nuisance  created,  and  it 
was  deemed  essential  that  the  members  of  the 
Council  should  see  for  themselves.  It  was  thought 
such  an  inspection  would  be  very  beneficial.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  free  to  say  it  was 
worth  going  to  see,  and  we  had  an  opportunity  to 
see  the  amount  of  filth  the  unfortunate  inhab- 
itants of  Charlestown  had  to  consume.  But 
I  have  heard  it  stated  that  this  year  the  water 
supply  of  Charlestown  is  very  good  for 
Charlestown.  As  a  matter  of  principle,  I 
object  to  establishing  a  new  annual  junket. 
We  are  going  to  have  a  great  civic  display 
in  September,  and  can  wait  until  then.  Unless 
there  is  some  special  reason  for  going  there,  I 
hope  we  shall  not  do  it.  For  my  part  I  should 
much  prefer  to  have  the  Committee  on  Stony 
Brook  invite  us  to  survey  their  territory.  I  have 
no  doubt  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  seen  there 
which  would  open  our  eyes,  and  much  more  than 
the  source  of  the  Mystic  supply,  where  we  have 
been .    The  expense  will  be  considerable.    I  think 


this  Council  have  clone  enough  junketing  for  a 
jubilee  year.  As  we  are  going  to  spend  §30,000  on 
the  17th*  of  September,  I  don't  think  it  is  well  to 
make  this  a  precedent.  If  any  members  of  the 
Council  want  to  go  up  and  inspect  the  water  sup- 
ply in  the  Mystic  regions,  I  have  no  doubt  the 
committee  have  power  to  give  them  a  free  pass 
and  a  ride  up  and  clown,  and  no  doubt  they  will 
be  much  entertained.  But  to  go  as  a  Council, 
with  all  these  invited  guests,  is  a  heavy  bill.  1 
hope  we  will  exercise  enough  self  denial  to  say  we 
will  not  have  it  this  year. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— We  had  a  special  com- 
mittee to  inspect  the  Mystic  Water  Wrorks  last 
year,  and  I  move  that  Mr.  Devlin,  Mr.  Clapp  and 
Mr.  Doherty  be  a  special  committee  to  inspect 
the  Mystic  water  this  year,  as  they  did  it  last 
year. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

ADDITION  TO  THE  POLICE  FORCE. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That  the 
report  of  the  Police  Commissioners  for  the  pres- 
ent year  be  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Police,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port upon  their  request  for  an  addition  to  the 
force  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council  in  Sep- 
tember next.  Passed.  Mr.  Coe  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

ENGINE 'HOUSE  ON  BACK  BAY. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners (City  Doc.  58)  as  relates  to  the  purchase 
of  land  on  the  Back  Bay  for  a  chemical  or  steam 
fire-engine  company's  house,  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

EXAMINERS  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  to  appoint  two  additional  inspect- 
ors, to  act  as  examiners  of  buildings. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  this  subject  is  taken  up,  I 
understand  it  will  be  likely  to  produce  a  long  de- 
bate. I  therefore  move  that  the  Council  ad- 
journ. 

Carried;  and  the  Council  stood  adjourned  to 
the  second  Thursday  in  September  next,  at  7.30 
■o'clock  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    9,    1880. 

Regular  meeting',  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Al- 
derman O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  J.  W.  Johnson 
&  Co.,  tor  leave  to  place  a  street  lamp  on  Brattle 
street  in  front  of  the  Quincy  House;  Thomas 
Have  f  et  al.,  for  grade  damages  at  Nos.  292  and 
294  Bolton  street.  South  Boston;  E.  T.  Cowclry  & 
Co.,  to  lay  steam  pipe  under  Wells  street; 
Hiram  Ames,  that  the  edgestones  in  a  por- 
tion of  Falmouth  street  be  reset;  W.  H. 
Emery  et  al.,  that  Weston  street  be 
graded  from  Oabot  to  Warwick  streets;  Thomas 
Heaney  and  Ellen  Fagan,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  to  estates  292  and  294  Bolton  street; 
Hunton  &  Co.,  that  the  pipe  connecting  their 
store  and  work  rooms  on  Taiuworth  street  be  al- 
lowed to  remain;  rtobert  D.  Griggs  et  al.,  for 
edgestones  in  Jenkins  street,  South  Boston;  Wil- 
liam Q.Wales  et  al.,  for  a  plank  sidewalk  on  Oluey 
street,  from  Geneva  avenue  to  Bowdoin  street; 
Charles  H.  Fuller  et  al.,  that  the  prices  for  double 
and  single  teams  on  the  Street  Department  be  in- 
creased. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Katherine  Balduf,  307-9  West  Third  street, 
Catherine  Lvnch,  251  E.  Eighth  street,  J. R  Glover, 
24  Mather  street,  Joseph  I).  Tallon,  142  Ruggles 
street,  R.  H.  Jenness,  26  Mather  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  Frank  H.  Skinner,  372  Marlbor- 
ough street;  Charles  A.  Dean,  two  houses  on  east 
side  of  Wilmot  street;  Thomas  McFarland,  Cabot 
street;  Samson  A.  'rentier,  218  West  Seventh 
street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
J.  W.  Fiqld,  Melville  avenue;  W.  L.  Brown,  For- 
est Hill  street;  James  M.  Conlan,  24,  26  and  28 
Vale  street. 

Daniel  McConologue  et  al.,  that  Cooper  street, 
Ward  7,  be  repaved;  East  Boston  Savings  Bank 
et  al.,  for  sidewalks  and  edgestones  on  Chelsea 
street,  East  Boston;  William  Taylor  et  al.,  that 
Spring  street,  between  Allen  and  Poplar  streets, 
be  paved  with  asphaltum;  Richard  Roach 
et  al.,  that  Cooper  street,  between  Charlestown 
street  and  Stillman  place,  be  paved  with  concrete; 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company';  to  be  allowed  tem- 
porarily to  run  additional  cars  to  the  Old  Colony 
and  Albany  depots  until  the  greater  part  of  the 
summer  depot  travel  is  over;  J.  Henry  Stevenson 
and  twenty-six  others,  Nellie  L.  Fowle  and  thirty- 
two  other  ladies,  that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  be  required  to  run  cars  on  Liverpool 
street,  East  Boston;  J.  Lowell  Parker  et  a?.,  that 
Rockwell  street,  Ward  24,  be  graded  and  built, 
and  brick  sidewalks  be  laid. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Michael  Purcell, 
for  damages  for  personal  injuries  received  by 
reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in  Chelsea  street, 
Charlestown,  June  1,  1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Samuel  Weld 
et  at.,  for  a  sewer  in  Devon  street  from  Blue  Hill 
avenue  toward  Warren  street;  St.  Elizabeth  Hos- 
pital, for  a  sewer  in  Fort  avenue;  William  Shaw, 
for  a  sewer  in  Dix  street,  Ward  24;  Dennis  S. 
McAvoy  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  C  street  between 
Fourth  and  Fifth  streets,  South  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  W.  W.  New- 
ton, for  leave  to  project  two  lanterns  from  655 
Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  William  McLaughlin,  for  an  increase  of 
award  for  damages  to  his  estate  by  the  widening 
River  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  William  H.  Leatherbee,  new  wooden, 
ten  horses,  on  Albany  street,  Ward  16;  William  R. 
Reeve,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  Linden  street, 
Ward  24;  Timothy  Warren,  wooden,  seven  cows, 
on  Whitney  street,  Ward  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  D.  H.  McKay,  for  the  removal  of  a  tree 
from  Dorchester  avenue,  opposite  Victoria  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks.  O.  M. 
Went  worth  et  al.,  that  the  park  on  the  Back  Bay 
lands  be  called  Commonwealth  Park. 


To  the  Committee  on  faneuil  Hall.  S.  B.  Steb- 
bins  et  al.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  Sept.  18,  1880; 
N.  E.  Chase  et  al.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  a 
political  meeting.  The  latter  was  referred  with 
full  powers,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Nathaniel 
Seaver  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the  urinal  in 
Maverick  square,  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  J.  L.  Parker  et 
al.,  for  lamps  on  Rockwell  street. 

To  the  Committebon  Public  Buildings.  Charles 
Freide  et  al.,  that  the  use  of  the  several  ward 
rooms  for  public  meetings  be  granted,  free  of 
charge. 

PETITION    FOR    ASSESSMENT    OF    DAMAGES. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Otis  Drury,  ad- 
ministrator and  trustee,  for  assessment  of  dam- 
ages lor  land  taken  by  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
Company,  and  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for 
a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Sept.  6  next,  at 
4  P.  M. 

CAMBRIDGE     AND    SOUTH     BOSTON    RAILROAD 
ASSOCIATES. 

The  following  was  received,  and  upon  the  same 
the     accompanying    order,    printed    below,    was 
passed: 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston 

in  the  County  of  Suffolk  and  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts: 

The  Cambridge  and  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  Associates,  which  association  was 
formed  and  is  now  existing  under  the  laws  of 
said  Commonwealth,  proposing  to  locate  and 
construct  a  railroad,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the 
provisions  of  the  372d  chapter  of  the  laws  of  the 
year  1874,  and  any  acts  in  addition  thereto  or 
amendatory  thereof,  from  the  City  of  Cambridge, 
to  a  point  in  the  said  City  of  Boston  hereinafter 
described,  desire  to  have  the  route  of  the  pro- 
posed railroad  fixed  within  the  limits  of  said 
City  of  Boston. 

Said  associates  respectfully  represent  that  hte 
initial  or  starting  point  of  the  proposed  route  of 
said  railroad  in  said  City  of  Boston  is  situated 
in  the  division  line  between  said  City  of 
Boston  and  the  City  of  Cambridge,  County  of 
Middlesex,  at  a  point  at  or  near  the  centre  of  the 
draw  in  West  Boston  Bridge,  as  shown  upon  map; 
thence  to  extend  in  an  easterly  direction  over  and 
across  Charles  River,  on  to,  over  and  across,  or  by 
the  line  of  said  West  Boston  Bridge  as  said  bridge 
is  now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Cam- 
bridge street;  thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direc- 
tion into,  through,  over  and  across  said  Cam- 
bridge street  as  said  street  Is  now  laid  out  in  said 
city  of  Boston,  to  Charles  street;  thence  to  extend 
in  a  southerly  direction  into,  through,  over  and 
across  said  Charles  street,  as  said  street  in  now 
laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Park  square; 
also  crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  inter- 
secting said  Charles  street;  thence  to  extend  in 
the  same  direction  into,  through,  over  and  across 
said  Park  square  as  said  square  is  now  laid  out  in 
said  city  of  Boston,  to  Pleasant  street;  also  cross- 
ing over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said 
Park  square ;  thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direction 
into,  through,  over  and  across  said  Pleasant 
street,  as  said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city 
of  Boston,  to  Eliot  street;  also  crossing  over  ail 
streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said  Pleasant 
street;  thence  to  extend  in  an  easterly  direction 
into,  through,  over  and  across  said  E'liot  street, 
as  said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Bos- 
ton, to  Kneeland  street;  also  crossing  over  all 
streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said  Eliot 
street;  thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direction 
into,  through,  over  and  across  said  Kneeland 
street,  as  said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city 
of  Boston,  to  Federal  street;  also  crossing  over 
all  streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said  Knee- 
land street;  thence  to  extend  in  a  southerly  di- 
rection into,  through,  over  and  across  said  Fed- 
eral street,  as  said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  said 
city  of  Boston,  to  Federal-street  Bridge;  also 
crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  in- 
tersecting said  Federal  street;  thence  to  ex- 
tend in  the  same  direction  to,  over  and 
across  Fort  Point  Channel,  into,  over,  across  or 
by  the  line  of  said  Federal-street  Bridge,  as  said 
bridge  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to 
Dorchester  avenue;  thence  to  extend  in  the 
same  direction  into,  through,  over  and  across 
said  Dorchester  avenue,  as  said  avenue  is  now 
laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Broadway;  also 
crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersect- 
ing said  Dorchester  avenue;  thence  to  extend  in 
an  easterly    direction    into,   through,   over  and 
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across  said  Broadway  as  the  same  is  now  laid  out 
in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Dorchester  street;  also 
crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersect- 
ing said  Broadway;  tnence  to  extend  in  a  north- 
erly direction  into,  through,  over  and  across  said 
Dorchester  street,  as  said  street  is  now  laid  out 
in  said  city  of  Boston  to  second  street,  also 
crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersecting 
said  Dorchester  street;  thence  to  extend  in  an 
easterly  direction  into,  through,  over  and  across 
said  second  street  as  said  street  is  now  laid  out 
in  said  city  of  Boston;  also  crossing  over  all 
streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said  Second 
street,  to  a  point  at  or  near  tide- water  on  land 
now  or  formerly  owned  by  Manning  Dean  and 
Russ  and  Augustus  Euss  on  the  northerly  side  of 
said  Second  street,  between  P  and  Q  streets  at 
City  Point,  so  called,  as  shown  upon  map  in  that 
part  of  said  city  of  Boston  called  South  Boston. 

The  proposed  route  of  said  Cambridge  and 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  is  to  include  a 
proposed  route  starting  from  a  point  of  intersec- 
tion with  other  proposed  route  of  said  railroad  at 
a  point  at  or  near  the  corner  of  Charles  street 
and  Ca  bridge  street,  as  said  streets  are  now 
laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston  as  shown  upon 
map;  thence  to  extend  in  an  easterly  direction  to, 
into,  through,  over  and  across  said  Cambridge 
street,  as  said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city 
of  Boston,  to  Chambers  street,  also  crossing  over 
all  streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said  Cam- 
bridge street;  thence  to  extend  in  a  northerly  di- 
rection into,  through,  over  and  across 
said  Chambers  street  as  said  street  is 
now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston 
to  Green  street ;  also  crossing  over  all  streets  on 
said  route  intersecting  said  Chambers  street; 
thence  to  extend  in  an  easterly  direction  into, 
through,  over  and  across  said  Green  street  as 
said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  said  City  of  Boston, 
to  Bowdoin  square  ;  also  crossing  over  all  streets 
on  said  route  intersecting  said  Green  street  ; 
thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direction  into, 
through,  over  and  across  said  Bowdoin  square  as 
said  square  is  now  laid  out  in  said  City  of  Boston, 
to  Court  street  ;  also  crossing  over  all  streets  on 
said  route  intersecting'  said  Bowdoin  square ; 
thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direction  into, 
through,  over  and  across  said  Court  street  as 
said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  said  City  of  Boston  ; 
also  crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  Inter- 
secting said  Court  street,  to  a  point  of  intersec- 
tion with  the  proposed  route  of  the  Bo9ton  & 
Brookline  Railroad  Company  at  or  near  Scollay 
square,  as  said  square  is  now  laid  out  in  said  City 
of  Boston,  as  shown  upon  map. 

A  more  particular  description  of  said  proposed 
route,  showing  the  kind  and  amount  of  excava- 
tion, rilling,  bridging  and  masonry  required,  the 
proposed  grades,  the  number  of  highways  and 
railroads  to  be  crossed,  the  general  profile  of  the 
■country  through  which  the  road  will  pass,  the 
feasibility  of  the  route,  the  manner  of  construct- 
ing the  road,  and  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  cost 
■of  construction,  will  be  found  by  reference  to  the 
accompanying  map  entitled  "Map  showing  the 
proposed  route  of  the  Cambridge  and  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad  from  the  city  of  Cambridge  to  a 
point  in  the  city  of  Boston,  with  profiles  and 
grades";  and  also  the  accompanying  report  of 
said  proposed  route,  both  dated  July,  1880,  and 
signed  Whitman  &  Breck,  Civil  Engineers,  and 
in  order  that  said  route  may  be  fixed  in  said  city 
of  Boston,  said  associates  respectfully  request 
that  a  time  and  place  be  appointed  for  a  hearing 
of  all  parties  interested  in  the  same,  and  that  no- 
tice thereof  be  given  to  such  parties,  to  the  end 
that  said  route  may  be  agreed  upon  by  said  asso- 
ciates and  the  Board  or  Aldermen  of  the  said 
city,  and  fixed  as  provided  in  chapter  372  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  1874. 

Dated  at  Boston,  Aug.  9,  1880. 
Cambridge  and  South  Boston  Railroad  Company 

Associates,  by  their  President, 

W.  R.  Clark. 

Upon  the  application  of  the  Cambridge  and 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  Associates  to 
this  Board  this  ninth  day  of  August,  1880,  setting 
forth  that  said  associates  propose  to  locate  and 
construct  a  railroad  from  the  city  of  Cambridge 
to  a  point  in  the  city  of  Boston,  according  to  a 
map,  profile  and  report  thereof,  signed  by  Whit- 
man &  Breck,  Civil  Engineers,  and  submitted 
with  said  application;  and  that  it  desires  to  have 
the  route  thereof  fixed  within  said  city  of  Boston; 
and  requesting  that  a  time  and  place  be  appoint- 
ed for  a  hearing  for  all  parties  interested;  it  is 

Ordered,  That  a  hearing  be  granted  upon  said 


apnlication  on  Mondav,  the  sixth  dav  of  Septem- 
ber, 1880,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M„  at  the  City  Hall,  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  the  route  of  said  proposed 
railroad  within  the  limits  of  said  city  of  Boston, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  372 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  1S74,  and  it  is  further 

Ordered,  That  notice  of  said  application  and  of 
the  hearing  thereon  be  given  by  publication  in 
the  Boston  Post  and  Daily  Evening  Traveller, 
newspapers  published  in  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
tor  two  successive  weeks,  the  last  publication  to 
be  at  least  two  days  prior  to  said  hearing;  and  by 
pasting  copies  of  the  notice  in  two  public  places 
in  said  city  of  Boston  at  least  two  weeks  before 
said  hearing. 

PETITION    FOE    STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Potter  &  Watson, 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  of  forty 
horse-power  in  the  rear  of  112  Beach  street.  An 
order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon 
on  Aug.  23,  at  tour  o'clock  P.  M. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Public  Weigher— George  F.  Stebbins.  Con- 
firmed. 

PAY  OF  A  DECEASED   POLICEMAN. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Poliee  Commissioners,  representing  that  J.  C. 
Carr,  an  ex-partrolman  on  the  pension  list,  had  de- 
ceased, to  whom  a  small  amount  is  due,  and  re- 
questing that  an  order  be  passed  to  enable  his 
widow  to  draw  the  same.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police.    Sent  down. 

HEARINGS. 

Hearings  were  had  as  follows: 

On  proposed  construction  of  sewer  in  Fort 
avenue. 

H.  W.  Putnam  appeared  for  several  property 
owners  in  opposition,  who  had  ample  facilities 
for  drainage,  and  had  been  assessed  for  it.  They 
also  objected  to  this  question  being  settled  until 
the  decision  is  made  in  the  matter  of  locating  the 
hospital. 

John  T.  Clark  objected  on  behalf  of  the  Home 
Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  trustees, 
and  for  the  same  reasons  given  by  Mr.  Putnam. 

Mr.  Freeman  and  Mr.  Batchelder  objected  for 
similar  reasons. 

Mr.  Putnam  presented  a  remonstrance  signed 
by  interested  property  owners. 

The  whole  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

On  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in  St. 
James  avenue — Essex  street  lextended)— Hancock 
street,  Charlestowu — Melville  avenue  and  Allstou 
street,  Dorchester.  Trinity  Church,  by  a  commu- 
nication from  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr,  objected  to  being 
assessed  for  the  St.  James  avenue  sewer.  No  oth- 
ers objected.  Severally  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

On  location  and  use  of  a  steam  engine  and  boil- 
er of  six  horse-power,  at  Gl-03  Blackstone  street, 
by  William  Beeching.  No  objections.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Steam  Eucines. 

On  location  of  telegraph  poles  by  the  American 
Bell  Telephone  Company,  on  portions  of  Beacon 
street,  Arlington  street,  Commonwealth  avenue 
and  other  streets  on  the  Back  Bay  District.  Post- 
poned for  four  weeks,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Slade,  at  request  of  petitioners. 

PAPEES   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

The  order  for  the  Fire  Commissioners  to  inquire 
into  a  new  method  of  giving  1st,  2d  and  3d  alarms 
came  up  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire 
Department.    Concurred. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Improvement  ofJStony 
Brook.    (City  Doc.  101.)    Placed  on  file. 

An  ordinance  in  a  new  draft,  being  a  substitute 
for  the  ordinance  passed  by  this  Board,  relating 
to  truant  children,  came  up  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances.    Concurred. 

Notices  from  the  Boston  Water  Power  Com- 
pany, and  from  Franklin  Haven  and  others,  that 
certain  "reserved  lots"  have  been  filled  to  grade, 
and  asking  the  city's  determination  as  to  the  pur- 
chase thereof,  at  the  price  named  in  tripartite 
indenture,  Dec.  31,  1864.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  in  concurrence. 

Order  referring  to  Committee  on  Police,  so 
much  of  the  Police  Commissioners'  report  as  re- 
lates to  an  increase  of  the  force.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  to  build  a  primary  schoolhouse  on  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  near   Glen   road,    Ward   24,    at  an 
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expense  not  exceeding  §3000.     Passed  in  concur- 

T6DC6. 

Order  that  City  Hall  be  closed  on  Sept.  17,  1880, 
and  that  all  employes  whose  services  are  not  in- 
dispensable be  allowed  a  holiday  without  loss  of 
pay.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  the  removal  of  the  statue 
of  "Victory"  to  the  new  Latin  School  building;, 
and  to  appropriate  §1000  for  a  new  pedestal  arid 
foundation.  Order  passed  in  concurrence— yeas 
12,  nays  0. 

Order  referring  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Fire  Commissioners  as  relates  to  a  new  steam  fire 
engine  house  on  the  Back  Bay  to  the  Committee 
on  the  fire  Department.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Reports  were  received  from  city  officers  as  fol- 
lows: 

Audit  or  of  Accounts. 

Exhibit  of  the  appropriations  for  Aug.  1— Total 
appropriations,  §14,608,076.33;  expended,  §4,096,- 
155.74;  balance  unexpended,  §10,512,^20.59.  Sent 
down. 

City  Clerk. 

Report  for  quarter  ending  July  31— Received 
and  paid  to  City  Collector,  §769.    Sent  down. 
Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Report  for  the  quarter  ending  July  31— Balance 
last  report,  §3281.31;  payments,  §21,619.81;  balance 
on  hand,  §4567.78.    Sent  down. 

Trustees  of  the  Public  Library. 

Report  of  the  Trustees  for  the  year  ending 
April  30, 1880  (City  Doc.  94): 

The  Trustees  have  the  honor  to  present  to  the 
City  Council  their  twenty-eighth  annual  report, 
it  being  the  second  madeunder  their  Act  of  In- 
corporation, and  comprising  details  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  library  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
30  of  April  last. 

Two  other  reports  also  form  part  of  this  docu- 
ment ;  the  first,  that  of  the  Examining  Commit- 
tee, required  by  the  ordinance,  consisting  for  the 
present  year  of  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Duryea.  D.  D., 
Thomas  Dwight,  M.  D.,  Clement  Hugh  Hill,  Esq., 
James  F.  Hunuewell,  Esq.,  Hon.  Otis  Xorcross, 
Samuel  H.  Russell,  Esq.,  with  Samuel  A.  B.  Ab- 
bott, a  member  of  the  Board,  as  Chairman  ;  and 
the  other,  of  the  librarian,  including  the  Ap- 
pendixes. 

Neither  of  these  reports  requires  any  special 
comment  here.  Some  of  the  more  important 
topics  to  which  they  refer  are  also  subjects  of 
notice  in  the  statements  of  facts  given  by  the 
Trustees. 

The  necessity  of  increased  accommodations  for 
the  Public  Library,  strongly  stated  by  his  honor 
the  Mayor  in  his  inaugural  address  of  1879,  has 
terminated  in  a  result  most  important  to  the 
future  of  the  institution.  On  petitions  to  the 
last  Legislature  by  the  city  of  Boston  and  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  library,  there  was  granted  to  the 
city,  for  the  site  of  a  new  building,  a  lot  of  land 
favorably  situated  at  the  southwesterly  corner 
of  Dartmouth  and  Boylston  streets,  mainly 
upon  the  condition  that  the  structure  should  be 
begun  before  the  lapse  of  three  years.  This  gift 
will  afford  the  desired  opportunity,  at  a  suitable 
time,  for  the  erection  of  a  property  planned  edi- 
fice, adapted  to  the  preservation  of  the  invalua- 
ble contents  of  Bates  Hall  and  of  the  southwest 
tower;  to  be  strictly  fire-proof,  isolated  from  sur- 
rounding structures,  systematically  arranged  for 
all  the  uses  of  the  institution,  and  erected  not 
for  ornament,  but  for  utility.  The  financial  con- 
dition of  the  city  requires  great  economy'  in  its 
expenditures,  and  during  the  interval  of  time 
fixed  by  tne  Legislature  for  the  beginning  of  the 
structure,  plans  can  be  elaborated  so  that  the 
process  of  construction  can  be  arranged  to  ex- 
tend over  such  reasonable  time  as  may  be  con- 
venient to  the  revenues  of  the  Government,  and 
the  gradual  removal  of  the  books  may  be  effected 
in  a  systematic  way  to  the  portions  of  the 
edifice  ready  for  their  reception.  It  is  impracti- 
cable now  to  offer  any  well-considered  scheme  of 
the  future  building,  with  the  most  convenient 
arrangement  of  the  present  contents  of  the  great 
reference  library,  and  with  stiSl  further  storage 
for  its  prospective  growth;  but  it  is  evident  that 
whatever  structure  is  built  should  receive  the 
best  preparation  afforded  by  modern  experience, 
in  the  convenient  arrangement  of  the  volumes, 
in  the  proper  separation  of  the  departments  of 
administration,  and  in  the  general  fitness  for  the 
working  students,  no  less  than  for  the  library  or- 
ganization. 


The  Trustees  of  the  library  at  a  suitable  time 
will  prepare  a  memorandum  of  the  details  of  the 
internal  arrangement  of  the  edifice,  which  they 
will  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

The  usual  summary  of  the  extent  of  the  library 
collections,  and  their  work  for  the  past  year,  is 
herewith  presented: 

The  aggregate  number  of  volumes  contained  in 
Bates  Hall  is  220.683;  in  the  lower  hall,  36,861;  in 
the  basement,  16,719;  in  the  branches,  102,962; 
making  a  total  of  377,225,— a  net  increase  for  the 
year  of  16,262  volumes,  or  41 2  per  cent. 

The  libraries  were  open  to  the  public  307  days, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Charlestown  branch, 
which  was  closed,  for  the  purpose  of  rearrange- 
ment ol  the  books  to  conform  to  the  newly  issued 
printed  catalogue,  from  20th  of  April  to  1st  of 
May. 

The  number  of  books  loaned  shows  a  decrease 
of  23.844  from  the  previous  year,  amounting  in 
1878-79  to  1,180,565,  and  in  1879-80  to  1,156,721,  as 
appears  in  detail  in  the  following  table,  from 
which  the  collections  in  the  basement  are  ex- 
cluded: 


Lower  Hall...   36,116 

East  Boston..   10.362 
.     So.  Boston....      9.279 

=;     Roxbury 11,749 

■2     Charlestown..  19,675 

E    Brighton 12,724 

=     Dorchester...     9,325 
^    South  End....     9,240 

Jamaica  Pl'n.      7,290 

West   Roxbu- 
ry  


363,193     36,861  316.517 

98,681     10.605  108,201 

118.844       9.633  143.570 

113.763     12,228  107,083 

88.740     22.059  74,748 

28.928     12,970-  27,980 

59,673     10,086  56.716 

75,867       9,498  79,291 
52.960  (  7,811 

54,626 
,068 


52,960  <  1$ 
....   \  3,0 


125,700  1,000.649  134,818 

968,732 

Bates  Hall. ...212,545      163.790  220.6S3 

170.142 

Fellowes  Ath- 

ena;um 4.678        16,126       5,005 

17.847 

(S  342,983  1.180,565  360.506  1.156,721 

In  taking  note  of  these  various  channels  of  the 
distribution  of  books,  the  question  naturally 
arises,  with  the  increasing  desire  for  branches 
and  deliveries  in  districts  where  the  inhabitants 
have  no  library  within  moderate  reach,  what  is 
the  comparative  expense  of  each  issue  from  the 
branches  and  from  the  central  library? 

The  following  collections  are  housed  in  build- 
inigs  belonging  to  the  city,  and  consequently 
pay  no  rent;  viz.,  the  central,  or  Boylston  street; 
the  East  Boston;  the  Charlestown;  the  Brighton; 
the  Dorchester;  and  the  Jamaica  Plain. 

The  premises  occupied  for  the  South  Boston, 
the  Roxbury  and  the  South  End  are  leased. 

In  comparing  the  expenses  of  circulation,  cer- 
tain items  are  necessarily  excluded.  The  bind- 
ing, rebinding  and  repairs  of  books,  the  catalogue 
work  and  the  printing,  are  all  included  in  the 
Central  Library  accounts,  and  do  not  appear 
iu  the  branch  "accounts.  They  are  also  clear- 
ly not  chargeable  te  the  expense  of  circu- 
lation of  the  Central  Library.  Including  rent 
and  the  expenses  of  the  reading  room  at 
South  Boston,  the  cost  of  the  delivery  of  each 
volume   per   annum  was  41.,  cents:    at    Roxbury, 

4  77-100  cents. 

Including  rent,  but  without  a  reading  room, 
and  with  no  janitorial  service,  the  cost  at  the 
South  End  branch  was  3  6-10  cents. 

"Without  rent,  but  inclusive  of  reading  room 
service,  the  cost  at  East  Boston  was  3  6-10  cents; 
at  Charlestown,  5%  cents;  at  Brighton,  10  7-10 
cents;  at  Dorchester,  with  a  delivery  station  at 
Lower  Mills,  5  cents;  at  Jamaica  Plain,  with  de- 
liveries at  Roslindale  and  West  Roxbury  parish. 

5  9-10  cents. 

From  the  Boylston-street  libraries,  and  with  the 
reading-room  service  included,  the  cost  per  vol- 
ume was  6*2  cents. 

In  considering  the  figures  of  the  total  circula- 
tion of  the  popular  libraries,  and  the  diminution 
from  the  previous  two  years,  one  most  striking 
and  important  result  is  attained.  By  consulting 
the  table  of  the  average  circulation  "of  juveniles 
and  fiction  (Appendix,  Table  XV.),  it  will  be 
found  that  the  whole  issue  of  this  class  of  reading- 
has  fallen  off,  owing  to  the  gradual  restriction  by 
the  trustees  of  sensational  and  vapid   produc- 


428 


BOARD       OF      ALDERMEN, 


tions,  six  per  cent.,  that  is  from  an  average,  on 
the  whole  amount  of  distributions,  of  76  per~cent. 
to  TO  per  cent.;  or  in  actual  loans  more  than  50,- 
000  volumes.  So  far  as  the  statistics  of  popular 
lending  libraries  have  been  printed,  it  is  believed 
that  the  average  loan  of  works  of  this  class  sel- 
dom falls  below  75  per  cent,  of  the  total  issues. 

Another  result  of  this  table  is  very  noticeable. 
Both  the  East  Boston  and  South  Boston  branches 
increased  their  issues,  having  received  new 
printed  catalogues  of  their  contents  during  the 
year  1878-9.  That  of  South  Boston  was  begun  and 
finished  in  the  spring  of  1879.  Though  printed  in 
such  haste  that  errors  of  no  great  importance 
necessarily  occurred,  in  consequence  of  the  facili- 
ties afforded  by  its  convenience, .added  to  an  ex- 
cellent administration  of  the  branch,  and  to  the 
active  requirements  of  the  district,  the  circula- 
tion increased  from  the  previous  year  nearly  25,000 
volumes,  or  twenty  per  cent.,  notwithstanding 
the  deprival  of  the  accustomed  supply  of  the 
weaker  class  of  fiction.  Considering  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  in  the  library,  and  their  larger 
issue,  it  is  the  most  active  and  successful  of' all 
the  branches.  But  in  addition  to  the  new  cata- 
logue, the  materially  increased  accommodation 
for  the  books,  visitors,  and  employes  of  the  libra- 
ry afforded  by  the  enlargement  of  the  premises 
previously  occupied,  nearly  doubling  the  conve- 
niences of  storage  and  access,  also  contributed 
to  this  result. 

Aside  from  the  diminished  uses  of  fiction,  the 
failure  to  fitly  develop  the  use  of  the  lower  hall 
is  mainly  due  to  the  same  causes  assigned  in  pre- 
vious reports,  which  still  continue  to  limit  and 
diminish  its  issues.  In  confined  quarters,  with- 
out room  for  separation  and  accommodation  of 
the  different  classes  of  age  and  sex,  without 
proper  ventilation,  with  disagreeable  crowds  at 
the  hours  of  largest  demand,  it  is  not  strange 
that  the  loans  should  be  seriously  affected.  The 
experience  of  South  Boston  is  not  to  to  be  over- 
looked. When  sufficient  room  is  obtained  for  the 
Lower  Hall  visitors,  one  may  reasonably  expect  a 
use  of  this  library  commensurate  with  the  daily 
increasing  value  and  extent  of  its  resources.  In 
the  possibly  impending  changes  consequent  upon 
the  removal  of  the  Bates  Hall  collection  to  the 
Dartmouth  street  site,  the  greatly  extended 
quarters  demanded  by  public  convenience  may 
be  found  in  the  present  building. 

Although  by  the  regulations  of  the  library  it  is 
no  part  of  its  duties  to  furnish  text-books  to  the 
schools,  permission  was  given  during  the  year  to 
an  earnest  friend  of  education  to  try  the  experi- 
ment of  what  was  deemed  a  more  useful  form  of 
reading  than  was  furnished  by  the  authorities. 
The  success  of  the  trial  is  related  in  the  report  of 
the  librarian.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  library  to  co- 
operate within  its  means  with  masters  and  pupils, 
and  its  great  stores  of  reading  are  equally  open 
for  instruction  and  information  to  them  as  well 
as  to  the  larger  mass  of  readers.  The  lists  pre- 
pared by  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  and 
printed  by  the  library  for  teachers  and  scholars, 
and  distributed  to  all  the  schools,  are  believed  to 
have  been  found  generally  useful. 

The  large  number  of  books  shelved  in  Bate9 
Hall,  covering  very  great  diversity  of  subjects, 
invite  at  the  present  time  special  interest  in  the 
form  of  the  catalogues  by  which  they  are  opened 
to  public  use.  It  will  be  seen  that  any  important 
change  will  be  radical,  and  more  expensive  than 
the  present  system. 

The  card  catalogue,  to  which  the  public  has 
access  in  Bates  Hall,  has  now  reached  enormous 
dimensions,  comprising  not  far  from  600,000  dis- 
tinct and  separate  titles  and  cross-references. 
It  is  presumed  to  include  an  appropriate  notice 
of  every  work  and  pamphlet  in  the  reference 
library.  Having  been  constructed  with  as  much 
rapidity  as  was  practicable,  to  keep  pace  withthe 
great  annual  accessions  of  books,  it  now  requires 
and  is  undergoing  a  complete  revision.  It  is 
what  is  termed  a  dictionary  catalogue,  including 
authors  and  subjects  under  one  alphabet,  and  has 
been  found  good  and  sufficient  for  libraries  of 
moderate  size.  In  addition  to  this  there  is  also 
in  use  for  the  officials  of  the  library  a  smaller 
card  catalogue,  containing  the  titles  of  books 
added  to  the  Bates  Hall  Library  since  the  publi- 
cation of  the  supplement  to  the  index  in  1866. 
This,  together  with  the  printed  volumes,  is  also 
supposed  to  include  all  the  books  in  the  upper 
hall. 

Besides  these  conveniences,  the  printed  quar- 
terly bulletins  contain  the  more  important  acces- 
sions from  1867  to  the  present  time. 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  is  but  one  com- 
plete list  of  all  the  books  for  general  use,  and 
that  is  to  be  found  in  the  great  card  catalogue  in 
Bates  Hall,  now  undergoing  complete  revision,  to 
enable  it  to  perform  all  its  functions  with  accu- 
racy and  certainty.  It  is  a  work  requiring  great 
skill  and  patient  labor,  and  will  occupy  a  long 
time  in  completion.  In  the  meantime  assistance 
is  gladly  rendered  by  the  library  officers  to  those 
who  fail  to  find  the  book  of  which  they  are  in 
search,  and  to  all  persons  who  are  willing  to  make 
known  their  wants. 

It  is  a  grave  question  whether  the  great  value 
of  the  collection,  and  the  important  functions 
which  it  fulfils,  do  not  now,  or  will  not  in  the  im- 
mediate future,  require  some  form  of  printed 
catalogue  embracing  the  whole  contents  of  the 
shelves,  with  the  exception  of  those  already  em- 
braced in  the  index  and  supplement,  and  the  cat- 
alogues of  the  Prince  and  Ticknor  libraries,  al- 
ready printed,  and  of  the  Barton,  now  in  process 
of  printing.  If  this  step  should  be  considered 
desirable,  it  could  only  be  begun  after  the  card 
catalogue  shall  have  been  completely  revised,  as 
this  would  form  its  basis. 

The  objections  to  a  great  printed  list  of  books 
of  a  rapidly  increasing  library  are  obviously,  first, 
its  expense,  and,  next,  the  number  of  years  neces- 
sary to  its  completion.  Including  in  its  pages 
books  that  were  in  the  library  at  the  specified 
date  of  its  beginning,  when  completed,  other  vol- 
umes in  combination  must  be  begun  to  receive 
the  titles  added  since  the  first  part  of  the  cata- 
logue was  started. 

Another  condition  also  complicates  the  ques- 
tion. If  the  city  of  Boston  concludes  to  avail 
itself  of  the  grant  of  the  Commonwealth,  ana 
decides  to  begin  the  gradual  erection  of  a  new 
edifice  for  the  Bates  Hall  and  the  other  special 
collections,  the  whole  catalogue  enterprise  would 
naturally  be  deferred  until  such  time  as  the  pres- 
e  t  reference  libraries,  with  their  subsequent 
accessions,  should  have  been  transferred  to  the 
shelves  of  the  new  building. 

Practically,  it  is  a  choice  between  a  bulky  and 
cumbrous  card  catalogue  on  the  dictionary  sys- 
tem, in  one  alphabet,  keeping  pace  with  the  daily 
accessions,  and  printed  catalogues  in  several  al- 
phabets, which  do  not  include  the  additions  to 
the  library  for  a  term  of  years,  and  the  publica- 
tion of  quarterly  bulletins,  still  adding  to  the 
number  of  alphabets  to  be  consulted;  or  if  the 
last-named  publications  should  cease,  a  further 
recurrence  to  the  card  catalogue  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy in  titles  till  the  issue  of  a  new  volume, 
during  the  printing  of  which  another  new  card 
catalogue  must  be  begun. 

In  this  sketch  of  the  catalogue  apparatus  of  the 
library,  mention  should  be  made  of  the  effective 
card  catalogue  of  the  lower  hall,  comprising 
about  80,000  references,  which  has  been  with- 
drawn from  the  upper-hall  drawers,  and  which 
now  is  in  charge  of  a  special  officer,  whose  duty  is 
to  assist  lower-hall  readers  in  the  selection,  as 
well  as  search,  of  books. 

The  previous  notice  of  special  catalogues  was 
not  intended  to  include  the  class  lists,  so  called, 
which  for  a  series  of  years  have  been  prepared 
for  the  use  of  readers,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
densing iDto  one  printed  alphabet  the  works  con- 
tained in  the  popular  library  in  fiction  and  juve- 
niles, history,  biography  and  travels,  poetry  and 
the  drama  and  other  special  subjects. 

In  order,  however,  that  the  present  state  of  this 
department  may  be  prcperly  understood,  Mr. 
Whitney,  its  head,  has  prepared  a  statement,  to 
which  attention  is  particularly  desired,  and  which 
will  be  found  in  Appendix  XXIV. 

This  notice  of  the  department  would  be  incom- 
plete without  calling  attention  to  the  publication 
of  the  Ticknor  catalogue — a  work  long  desired  by 
American  and  European  scholars,  and  which  in 
its  execution  has  received  great  praise  from  those 
most  competent  to  judge  of  its  scholarly  accu- 
racy and  thorough  exhaustion  of  details.  It  is  a 
product  of  which  Mr.  Whitney  and  the  library 
may  well  be  proud. 

The  catalogue  of  the  Shakspeare  portion  of  the 
Barton  Library  has  also  been  finished,  in  a  man- 
ner reflecting  great  credit  upon  Mr.  James  M. 
Hubbard,  to  whom  was  specially  intrusted  its 
preparation. 

In  concluding  their  observations  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  the  catalogue  department,  the  Trustees  feel 
that  great  caution  is  to  be  exercised  in  any  change 
of  action,  so  much  so  that  they  are  not  at  this  time 
agreed  among  themselves  on  the  most  advantage- 
ous course  to  be  pursued.    The  number  of  books 
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lost  still  remains  moderate.  Though  not  quite 
so  comparatively  small  as  last  year,  when  only 
one  volume  was  unaccounted  for  out  of  every 
11,805  circulated,  the  present  year  shows  one.  to 
every  11,123. 

In  one  respect  the  record  is  the  most  remark- 
able yet  chronicled.  The  aggregate  circulation  of 
the  branches  at  East  Boston,  Roxbury,  Dorches- 
ter and  Jamaica  Plain  was  342,807  volumes,  and 
not  a  single  volume  was  lost. 

The  central  library,  in  this  report,  suffered 
slightly  less  than  last  year,  81  volumes  being  re- 
corded as  missing  in  1879-80,  against  87  in  1878-79, 
and  90  in  1877-78. 

Among  the  gifts  of  the  library  during  the  past 
year  two  deserve  especial  mention: 

In  addition  to  the  previous  foundation  of  the 
Green  Fund  by  Dr.  S.  A.  Green  to  the  library,  two 
years  since,  he  has  shown  a  further  mark  of  his 
interest  in  the  institution  by  presenting  to  it  his 
Franklin  collection  of  books  and  engravings — a 
collection  peculiarly  important  to  all  who  respect 
the  memory  of  the  great  Bostonian,  and  who  de- 
sire to  see  in  the  possession  of  the  city  every- 
thing illustrating  his  history  and  memory.  In 
this  patriotic  work  Mr.  W.  S.  Appleton  has 
joined,  by  adding  from  his  own  valuable  stores 
such  engravings  of  Franklin  as  he  possessed  that 
were  not  included  in  the  Green  collection. 

An  accession  of  the  West  Roxbury  Free  Libra- 
ry,  being  a  popular  collection  of  3008  volumes, was 
accepted  by  the  trustees  on  condition  of  estab- 
lishing a  delivery  in  that  district,  with  the  pro- 
viso that  the  books  given  should  not  be  removed 
from  that  parish  neighborhood.  The  arrange- 
ment has  proved  convenient  and  inexpensive  to 
the  library  and  satisfactory  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  precinct. 

In  the  general  summary  of  gifts  it  is  found  that 
the  same  friendly  spirit  is  evinced  as  has  been  re- 
corded in  previous  years.  It  is  indebted  to  546 
givers  for  5524  volumes  and  8356  pamphlets. 

Though  work  at  the  Library  bindery  has  been 
unusually  active,  it  was  unable  to  take  care  of 
the  who'le  service  demanded  of  it.  From  the 
Bates  Hall  collection  there  were  bound  3958  vol- 
umes; from  the  ower  hall  and  branches,  10,190 
volumes;  of  which  2590  were  sent  to  outside 
binders;  1397  volumes  were  repaired. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  most  gratifying  to  be  able 
to  state  that  the  experience  of  the  years  since  its 
foundation  has  neither  added  to  nor  altered  the 
principles  upon  wThich  the  library  was  tounded, 
and  which  have  constituted  the  mainspring  of 
its  success.  Such  changes  in  forms  of  adminis- 
tration as  a  larger  contact  with  borrowers  showed 
to  be  expedient  or  necessary,  and  could  safely 
be  admitted  for  the  general  convenience  of 
the  public,  have  from  time  to  time  been  adopted. 

The  fostering  care  of  the  City  Government,  and 
the  generosity  of  our  donors,  have  established  a 
library  now  the  largest  in  the  country,  and  the 
most  useful  to  all  classes  of  the  community.  Its 
large  educational  influences  have  been  extended 
and  improved,  and  it  has  been  the  steady  aim  of 
the  trustees  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  books 
most  widely  circulated,  especially  among  the 
younger  body  of  readers.  The  facilities  for  im- 
portation are  decreasing  the  cost  of  the  purchases 
for  the  reference  library.  May  it  continue  its 
beneficent  assistance  to  all  readers  and  students, 
so  that  in  the  future  as  now  the  simplest  beginner 
in  knowledge  may  find  at  hand  what  he  needs,  at 
the  same  time  that  the  most  enthusiastic  and  ad- 
vanced experts  in  science,  art  and  literature  shall 
make  it  their  helpful  resort. 

William  W.  Greenough. 
James  Fbeemax  Clarke. 
George  B.  Chase. 
Samuel  A.  B.  Abbott. 
Henry  W.  Haynes. 
Hugh  O'Brien. 
Charles  E.  Pratt. 

Public  Library,  1Uh  June,  1880. 

Sent  down. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  report  irom  the 
clerks  of  the  courts,  duly  certified,  giving  in  de- 
tail the  expenditures  for  clerk  hire  during  the 
month  of  July,  as  follows:  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  $118;  Superior  Criminal  Court,  $200;  Su- 
perior Civil,  $243.32. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

LOCATIONS  ACCEPTED. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  Company  accepting  the  seven- 


tieth, seventy-first  and  seventy-second   locations 
granted  by  this  Board.    Placed  on  file. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Ed- 
ward A.  Phelps  to  run  a  line  of  passenger  wagons 
from  Somerville  line  to  Eliot  street  and  return. 
Accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  An- 
drew Willson,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  in- 
juries on  Warren  Bridge.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

COMPENSATION     REFUSED. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  a  report  of  leave 
to  withdraw,  from  the  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts, on  the  petition  of  Peter  S.  Wbeelock, 
Judge  of  the  Roxbury  Municipal  Court,  to  be 
paid  for  the  examination  of  certain  insane  pa- 
tients.   Accepted. 

LANTERNS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  av.d  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  John  D. 
O'Keefe  to  project  a  plain  lantern,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  at  corner  of  Fifth  and  P  streets.  Ac- 
cepted. 

STABLES    AND    CELLARS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  "of  the 
Board : 

Report  that  the  Boston  &  Albany  Raili'oad 
Company  have  leave  to  construct  the  cellar  of 
their  new  passenger  station  three  feet  below 
grade  12°,  provided  that  it  be  for  storage  only, 
and  in  conformity  with  section  30,  chapter  377, 
acts  of  1872.    Accepted. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows:  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad  Company,  on  P  street,  near  Second 
street,  Ward  14;  Thomas  O.  Mitchell,  Basto  street, 
near  Salem  street,  Ward  23;  J.  H.  Burt  &  Co.,  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  near  Oakland  street,  Ward  24; 
Maria  H.  Davis,  Enfield  street,  Ward  23;  E.  D. 
Jordan,  rear  46  Beacon  street.  Severally  ac- 
cented. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John 
J.  Haley,  for  stable  on  Warwick  street,  Ward  19. 
Accepted. 

Report  and  order — That  George  Lenth,  who  was 
granted  a  permit  by  this  Board,  July  9,  1880,  to 
construct  a  stable  at  215  and  217  Cabot  street,  be 
required  to  locate  said  stable,  one  story  in  height 
with  pitch  roof,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  said 
lot,  with  brick  basement,  manure  pit,  drainage 
and  ventilation;  said  stable  to  be  clap-boarded, 
shingled  and  painted.    Order  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Order  to  construct  a  sewer  in  Hancock  street, 
Charlestown.    Passed. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following-  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  damages  oc- 
casioned by  laving  out  streets,  as  follows: 

Charles  A.  Welch, „$G300,  extension  of  Broadway 
from  Albany  to  Washington  street;  William  H. 
Leatherbee,  $40,  relocation  of  Columbia  street, 
between  AVashington  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue; 
Eben  D.  Jordan  and  Charles  Marsh,  $204,  widen- 
ing of  Bedford  street;  J.  P.  Healy,  Arthur  N. 
Whitney  and  J.  Franklin  Fuller,  trustees,  $400, 
extension  of  Essex  street,  from  South  to  Federal 
street.    Severally  passed. 

SEVENTEENTH  OP  SEPTEMItER  CELEBRATION. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following: 
The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  250th  an- 
niversary of  the  settlement  of  Boston  respect- 
fully represent  that  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $10,000  will  be  required  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  celebration.  The  largest  portion  of  the 
appropriation  already  made  will  be  required  for 
tne  procession,  and  it  is  feared  that  the  balance 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
other  features  of  the  celebration.  The  commit- 
tee believe  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the  City  Council 
and  of  citizens  generally  that  such  an  important 
event  should  be  observed  in   a    manner   befitting- 
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the  character  and  dignity  of  our  city.  To  do  this 
necessarily  involves  the  expenditure  of  a  large 
sum,  and  in  making  their  arrangements,  the  com- 
mittee find  that  to  keep  within  the  limits  of  the 
appropriation  already  made  will  compel  the 
omission  of  several  Interesting  features  which 
would  add  greatly  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  occa- 
sion. The  committee,  therefore,  consider  it  their 
duty  to  report  the  facts  to  the  City  Council  be- 
fore proceeding  further  with  their  arrangements. 
For  the  Committee. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Flynn.    Sent  down. 

SOUTH  BOSTON    IMPBOVEMENIS. 

Alderman  Walbridge  presented  the  following: 
Petition  of    D.   Hallayhard  and  others,  for  a 
clock  on  the  new  tower  of  St.  Augustine  Church, 
on  Dorchester  street.     Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department.    Sent  down. 

Petitions  of  W.  B.  Quigley  and  others,  for  edge- 
stones,  etc.,  on  Cobden  street  from  Washington 
street  to  Walnut  avenue;  William  B.  Harding  and 
others,  that  Fifth  street  be  re-macadamized, 
gutters  paved,  etc.,  between  F  and  Dorchester 
streets,  and  that  sidewalk  be  relaid.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Paving. 

LOCATION     OF    TELEPHONE    WIRES     ON     CHELSEA 
BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Bridges,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Stearns  &  George,  for 
leave  to  locate  poles  on  the  south  side  of  Congress- 
street  Bridge,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  tele- 
phone wires,  having  considered  the  subject, would 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order. 

For  the  Committee, 

William  Woolley, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Stearns 
&  George  to  erect  nine  poles  on  the  south  side  of 
Congress-street  Bridge,  said  poles  to  be  placed  in 
the  positions  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan 
drawn  by  S.  E.  Tinkham,  dated  Dec.  18,  1879,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  the 
said  Stearns  &  George  shall  first  give  to  the  city 
an  agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitor,  saving  the  city  harmless  against  any 
and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses  for, 
or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way  <•  rowing  out  of,  the 
erecting  or  maintaining  of  said  poles  on  said 
bridge.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall 
be  painted  white  and  kept  well  painted  and  in 
good  condition,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  City  En- 
gineer, and  that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said 
poles  not  less  than  twenty-five  feet  from  the 
ground.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  Stearns 
&  George  shall  allow  the  Fire  Department  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  top  cross  jar  and  upper  portion 
of  each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires 
thereon.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  Stearns 
&  George  shall  agree  not  to  remove  the  poles  lo- 
cated by  this  order  without  permission  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall  agree  to  remove 
said  poles  when  so  directed  by  said  Board. 

Order  passed. 

POLLING  PLACES  TO  BE  SELECTED. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order  —  That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  on  the-partof 
this  Board  be  requested  to  select  and  report  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  October  a  list  of  polling 
places  to  be  used  at  the  ensuing  State  and  mu- 
nicipal elections.    Passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving:  Reports  and  orders  to 
pave  Foundry  street  with  small  granite  blocks 
from  West  Fourth  street  to  Swan  street,  esti- 
mated cost  $3000;  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estate  of  Natural  History  Society  and  Institute  of 
Technology,  on  Boylston  and  >'ewbury  streets;  for 
edgestones  and  paved  gutters  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Beacon  street,  between  Hereford  street 
and  West  Chester  park;  to  pay  Samuel  B.  Pierce 
i'1200  for  grade  damages  on  Gleudale  street;  for 
edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  on  Marlborough 
street,  between  Hereford  street  and  West  Ches- 
ter park;  to  raise  the  sea  wall  on  Alford  street, 
between  Maiden  Bridge  and  thepoorhouse  estate, 
and  build  a  fence  and  plank  walk  on  said  street, 
estimated  cost   §4500;    to    repave    Main    street, 


Cliarlestown.  from  Lowell  Railroad  crossing  to 
Cambridge  street,  and  substitute  small  granite 
h  ocks  for  the  round  stone  with  which  a  portion  is 
paved,  estimated  cost  $4000;  to  grade  and  gravel 
Jess  street,  West  Roxbury,  and  to  furnish  edge- 
stones  and  pave  the  gutters;  to  pave  i_,incoln 
street  between  Essex  and  Beach  streets  with 
small  granite  blocks,  estimated  cost  S9000;  to 
grade  and  gravel  Albano  street,  West  Roxbury, 
estimated  cost  $1200;  to  grade  and  gravel  Porter 
street,  West  Roxbury,  also  furnish  aud  set  edge- 
stones  and  pave  the  gutters.    Severally  passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  edgestones  and  sidewalks 
in  sundry  streets,  with  orders  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  same.    Orders  passed. 

South  Boston  Railroad. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  ot  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company,  lor  leave  to  connect  its  track  on  Emer- 
son street  with  its  track  on  Broadway,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing "order.  For  the  Committee. 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered— That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  ''own  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  down  a  single  track  across  Broad- 
way to  connect  the  single  track  on  Emerson  street 
with  the  most  northerly  track  on  Broadway  op 
posite  the  westerly  line  of  I  street  extended. 

The  track  located  by  this  order  being  shown  on 
a  plan  drawn  by  Daniel  Coolidge,  Civil  Engineer, 
dated  May  7,  1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  track  located  upon 
this  order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work 
of  laying  down  said  track  and  the  form  of  rail  to 
be  used  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved 
by  them;  also  upon  condition  that  the  space  occu- 
pied by  said  track  shall  be  paved  with  small 
granite  blocks  and  flagging  crossings,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets; 
also  upon  condition  that  the  said  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  loca- 
tion and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall  file 
said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City 
Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and 
void. 

Order  passed. 

Middlesex  Railroad. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company  for  additional  tracks  in  Cambridge  and 
Alford  streets,  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order  of  location. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
to  lay  clown  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  lay  down  an  additional  tracu  on  Cambridge 
street,  Charlestown,  from  the  double  tracks  of 
said  company  on  Main  street  to  the  double  tracks 
of  said  company  on  Cambridge  street,  near  Per- 
kins street. 

Said  company  shall  also  have  the  right  to  lay 
down  a  double  track  on  Alford  street,  Charles- 
town,  in  place  of  the  single  track  on  said  street, 
from  the  double  tracks  of  said  company  on  Main 
street  to  a  point  in  the  single  track  of  said  com- 
pany on  Alford  street,  one  hundred  and  forty 
feet  north  of  the  northerly  line  of  West  street. 
The  tracks  located  by  this  order  being  shown  by 
red  lines  on  plans  drawn  by  Arthur  Hodges,  Civil 
Engineer,  dated  May  28, 1880,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  said  tracks  and  the  form  of  rail  to 
be  used  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved 
by  them;  also  upon  condition  that  said  Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  loca- 
tion and  shall  agree  In  writing  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall  file 
said  acceptance  aud  agreement  with  the  City 
Clerk  within  thirty  clays  of  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  this  order;  otherwise  It  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Order  passed. 
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REGULATION  OF  TELEGRAPH  AND  TELEPHONE 
WIRES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  of  committee  and  ordi- 
nance in  new  draft  (City  Doc.  88),  to  regulate  th3 
construction  of  telegraph  and  telephone  lines; 
also  a  substitute  to  ordinance  submitted  by  Al- 
derman Woollev  to  create  the  office  of  a  Supervi- 
sor of  Telegraphs,  to  be  chosen  every  third  year. 
(City  Doc.  89.) 

The  question  was  upon  the  substitute  offered  by 
Alderman  Woolley.    (City  Doc.  89.) 

Alderman  Slade— Since  this  matter  has  been 
lying  upon  the  table,  the  Fire  Commissioners 
have  given  it  a  great  deal  of  thought  and  con- 
sideration, and  in  looking  the  three  orders  over 
and  comparing  them  with  the  ordinance  offered 
here  May  3,  as  a  substitute  for  this  then  before 
the  Board,  they  are  of  opinion  that  this  is  the  best 
ordinance,  and  the  only  one  of  the  three  before 
us  that  is  of  any  account  to  the  Fire  Departmenti 
I  had  the  honor  of  offering  this  ordinance,  and 
then  said  all  I  could  say  now,  and  I  don't  need  to 
repeat  what  was  said  then.  But  I  have  given  it 
further  consideration,  and  am  satisfied  that  if  any 
order  at  all  is  passed,  this  is  the  proper  one  to  pass 
as  it  entirely  satisfied  the  Fire  Commissioners, 
who  say  it  will  cover  the  points  and  difficulties 
they  would  have  with  the  wires.  The  fire  the 
other  day  demonstrated  to  them  that  if  this  ordi- 
nance had  been  in  force,  they  could  have  said  to 
the  telegraph  folks,  "You  must  bring  those  wires 
perpendicularly  down  the  side  of  the  building, 
and  not  run  them  across."  If  it  had  been  in  force 
we  should  not  have  had  that  fire  the  other  day. 
That  is  about  all  there  is  to  it.  I  move  that  this 
document  No.  64  be  substituted  for  the  other  or- 
dinances now  before  us. 

Alderman  Breck— City  Document  No.  88  was  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  was 
very  carefully  considered  by  them.  They  gave  it 
a  great  deal  of  discussion,  which  occupied  most 
of  the  time  of  several  sessions  of  the  committee, 
and  the  ordinance  was  finally  agreed  to  by  the 
whole  committee.  We  reported  it,  believing  that 
there  could  be  no  possible  objections  to  it.  We 
did  not  suppose  there  would  be,  but  for  some  rea- 
son or  other,  better  known  to  some  members  of 
the  Board,  it  was  laid  upon  the  table.  There  is  so 
little  difference  between  the  ordinance  reported 
by  the  committee  and  that  offered  by  Alderman 
Slade,  that  I  believe  it  will  be  well  to  pass  the  one 
recommended  by  him.  I  think  we  cannot  miss  it 
if  we  do  so.  There  is  a  little  more  to  it  than  the 
one  reported  by  the  committee.  They  reduced 
theirs  down  to  as  few  words  and  sentences  as  pos- 
sible; but  still  his  ordinance  contains  everything 
that  is  in  the  ordinance  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee.   I  hope  the  substitute  will  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Alderman  one  or  two  questions — whether,  in  his 
opinion,  there  is  any  necessity  for  any  action  at 
all  on  this  matter  ?  Whether  there  should  be  any 
ordinance  passed  in  regard  to  it? 

Alderman  Slade — I  don't  really  think  there  is, 
Mr.  Chairman.  It  is  n't  any  fault  of  mine  that 
this  matter  is  before  the  Board.  But  all  that  the 
Fire  Commissioners  want  to  regulate,  or 
that  they  have  any  business  to  regulate 
at  all,  as  I  said  before,  is  the  run- 
ning of  the  wires  from  the  top  of  the  buildiugs. 
The  statute  defines  the  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  the  matter,  and  we  cannot  change 
them;  and  what  the  Commissioners  want  is  to  be 
able  to  say  to  the  telegraph  or  telephone  companies, 
for  instance:  They  will  run  their  wires  diagonally, 
from  the  top  of  a  building  to  where  they  enter 
another  building,  and  that  brings  them  down  so 
close  to  the  ground  that  the  firemen  have  difficul- 
ty in  putting  up  their  ladders.  The  Commission- 
ers want  the  power  to  regulate  that.  This  ordi- 
nance gives  it  to  them.  Where  there  is  a  line 
that  gives  them  trouble  in  case  of  tire,  they  want 
the  privilege  of  saying  that  it  must  be  moved. 
That  is  about  all  there  is  to  it.  and  I  don't  know 
that  we  should  be  doing  just  right  if  we  don't 
give  them  that  privilege  and  authority.  The 
question  has  been  raised  that  it  would  reqwire  a 
new  clerk  and  more  help  in  their  office.  I  asked 
the  Fire  Commissioners  if  they  anticipated  any- 
thing of  that  kind,  and  they  said  no,  that  it 
would  n't  require  any  more  help,  they  could  do  it 
just  as  well  as  not,  and  the  matter  is  simply  that 
they  thought  they  ought  to  have  that  power  to 
regulate  these  wires  where  they  interfere"  with  the 
Fire  Department;  and  I  am  not  sure  but  that  they 
ought  to  have  it.  Unless  this  order  is  passed,  I 
don't  think  we  should  pass  any. 


Alderman  Breck — I  believe  that  an  ordinance  of 
some  kind  should  be  passed.  The  call  for  it  came 
from  the  Fire  Commissioners  last  year,  and  it  was 
put  into  this  Board  in  the  form  of  an  order, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. It  came  before  the  committee,  and  after 
consulting  the  City  Solicitor  they  found  they  had 
no  authority,  and  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  legis- 
lative act  passed,  which  was  done.  It  was  not 
generally  understood  by  everybody.  After  the 
tire  in  Winthrop  square,  there  was  considerable 
talk  about  it,  and  blame  was  attached  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  for  it,  for  not  having  re- 
jx>rted  the  necessary  ordinance.  It  came  to  me 
in  several  ways.  But  after  it  was  understood  and 
explained  that  there  was  no  fault  attached  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  that  we  had  no  act 
by  which  we  could  do  anything,  it  was  passed 
over.  The  petition  came  in,  and  this  ordinance 
was  framed  after  the  act  was  passed. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  partially  agree  with  the 
Alderman  opposite  in  regard  to  the  necessity  for 
this  ordinance;  but  it  has  been  stated  by  gentle- 
men of  this  Board  that  a  necessity  does  exist  for 
such  an  ordinance,  and  the  Fire  Commissioners 
have  laid  great  stress  upon  it.  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion myself  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  such  an 
ordinance  as  this,  and  that  somebody  should  have 
charge  of  the  running  of  those  wires.  The  Alder- 
man says  the  Fire  Commissioners  say  there  will 
be  no  further  expense.  That  has  not  been  so  rep- 
resented to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 
and  it  was  not  so  represented  to  them  when  mak- 
ing up  the  estimates  for  that  department.  They 
said  they  might  ask  for  more  money  if  this  ordi- 
nance was  passed,  but  it  had  not  been  passed 
then  and  the  extra  amount  was  not  asked  for.  It 
was  understood  by  the  committee  and  by  other 
gentlemen  of  this  Board,  I  think,  that  a  neces- 
sity existed  for  the  appointment  of  a 
man  to  superintend  this  particular  branch. 
Now,  I  hold  that  if  a  necessity  does 
exist  for  passing  such  an  ordinance,  this  Board 
or  this  City  Council  should  keep  'he  appointment 
of  that  man  within  their  own  power.  That  is  the 
only  way  I  look  at  it.  I  believe  that  we  have  put 
the  business  of  this  city  into  the  hands  of  com- 
missions, and  the  work  is  being  done  at  greater 
expense  than  if  done  by  the  representatives  of 
the  people.  If  the  necessity  for  such  an  ordi- 
nance exists,  and  a  man  has  got  to  be  appointed 
to  superintend  the  running  of  these  wires,  I  be- 
lieve the  City  Council  should  have  the  appoint- 
ment of  that  man. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  am  opposed  generally  to 
giving  any  more  power  to  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers, or  to  any  other  commission.  I  think  this 
matter  has  been  pretty  well  taken  care  of  the 
past  year,  and  I  see  no  necessity  for  urging  the 
passage  of  this  ordinance  through  today.  I 
should  like  to  post  myself  a  little  more  before  it 
is  forced  to  a  vote,  and  I  would  move  that  it  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  object.  There  is  no 
hurry  about  it. 

The  whole  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

MT.  WASHINGTON-AVENUE  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Bridges  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  make  necessary  repairs  on  Mt. 
Washington-avenue  Bridge  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $2500,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Bridges.    Passed. 

BACK  BAV   SITE  FOR  THE  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  and  order  to  accept  the 
parcel  of  land  for  a  Public  Library  site  described 
in  chapter  222  of  the  acts  of  1880,  on  the  condi- 
tions therein  set  forth. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  understand  the  acceptance 
of  this  parcel  of  land  does  not  commit  the  city  to 
building  within  any  particular  time,  and  that,  if 
the  parcel  of  land  is  accepted  by  the  city,  hereaf- 
ter some  modification  in  the  statute  which  placed 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  city  can  perhaps  be  ob- 
tained, and  the  land  be  put  to  some  other  use. 
Therefore  I  have  no  objection  to  the  passage  of 
the  order  accepting  the  land. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

THANKS  FOR  COURTESIES  EXTENDED  BY  THE  CITY. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  Boston,  Aug.  9th.  1880. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council— I  transmit  here- 
with a    communication    from    the    Continental 
Guards  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  such   disposition 
as  may  seem  to  you  fit. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 
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ks  Company  A,  Continental  ) 
5S,  Odd  Fellows'  Hall, 
New  Orleans,  July  13, 1880.     ) 


Headquarters  Company  A,  Continental  ] 
Guards, 
Ni 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  Mass.:  Honorable 
Sirs— At  a  regular  meeting  of  this  company  held 
July  12,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Whereas,  On  our  recent  visit  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, as  a  military  organization,  hailing  from  the 
far  South,  we  were  received  with  the  most  un- 
bounded kindness  and  consideration  by  the  au- 
thorities of  the  city  in  their  official  capacity,  and 
by  the  entire  populace  in  the  most  friendly*  man- 
ner, all  doors,  both  public  and  private,  being 
thrown  open  for  our  admission  and  entertain- 
ment, manifesting  to  us  that  we  were  in  the 
great  metropolis,  the  mother  of  city  hospitality, 
therefore  be  it 


Resolved,  That  the  Continental  Guards  of  New 
Orleans  tender  to  the  honorable  Mayor  and  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  through 
them  to  the  citizens,  this  expression  of  our  sin- 
cere and  grateful  appreciation  and  kind  remem- 
brance of  the  unremitting  care  and  generous 
hospitality  extended  to  us  during  our  sojourn 
among  them. 

Resolved — That  we  regard  it  as  an  incident  in 
the  line  of  like  occurrences  marking  the  advent 
of  the  stranger  within  the  gates  of  the  grand  old 
city.  Boston  and  hospitality  have  become 
synonyms. 

William  Pierce,  Captain. 

E.  K.  Skinner,  Secretary. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker,  and 
stood  adjourned  by  vote  previously  passed  tc- 
Mondav,  Aug.  23,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Special  meeting  at  12  M.,  called  by  the  Mayor, 
to  consider  the  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  (of 
which  due  notice  had  been  tiled  with  the  City 
Clerk,  in  accordance  with  the  rules),  to  reconsid- 
er the  vote  whereby  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary  ot  the 
settlement  of  Boston  asking  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  §10,000  was  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  such  other  matters  as  might  be 
brought  before  the  Board. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  William  A.  Low, 
that  the  grade  of  Harvard  avenue,  Ward  5,  be  es- 
tablished; William  H.  Gallagher,  for  plank  walk 
on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Wales  and  Harvard 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department.  Re- 
ceivers of  Barnstable  Savings  Bank  offering  to 
surrender  collector's  deed  of  estate  of  Charles 
Burdett  on  Beacon  street,  made  Oct.  3,  1876,  upon 
the  terms  provided  by  section  0  of  chapter  183, 
acts  of  1862,  and  also  request  to  be  refunded  taxes 
paid  on  said  estate  tor  years  18T5  to  1879  inclusive. 

LOCATIONS    ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  accepting  their  twenty-ninth 
location,  granted  by  this  Board  at  the  last  meet- 
ing.   Placed  on  file. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company  accepting  their  twenty- 
third  location,  granted  by  this  Board  at  their  last 
meeting.    Placed  on  file. 

INCREASE  OF  CARS  ASKED  FOR. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving: 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston : 

Whereas,  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  has 
petitioned  for  increase  in  the  number  of  its  cars 
on  its  line  to  the  Old  Colony  Depot;  Now,  there- 
fore, the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  peti- 
tions for  an  increase  of  cars  on  its  depot  line  run 
by  it  under  the  twenty-second  location,  dated 
March  24,  1879,  (a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed) 
and  asks  that  it  may  have  as  many  cars  more 
than  the  total  number  that  is  or  may  be  allowed 
said  Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  as  the  ratio  of 
passengers  carried  by  the  South  Bost  n  Com- 
pany for  the  year  ending  October  1,  1879,  viz., 
6,066,673,  bears  to  the  number  carried  hy  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company  during  the  same  period, 
viz.,  4,834,878. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Co. 
By  J.  B.  Crosby,  President. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  Dec.  26,  1878,  regulating  the  routes 
and  running  of  the  cars  of  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  be  so  far  modified  that  the 
route  and  running  of  the  depot  line  of  cars  of 
said  company  shall  be  as  follows,  viz.;  From  the 
Old  Colony  Railioad  station  on  Kneeland  street, 
said  cars  shall  pass  through  South,  Beach,  Wash- 
ington, Milk,  Congress,  State,  Devonshire  and 
Washington  streets,  Haymarket  square,  Haver- 
hill and  Causeway  streets,  to  the  northern  depots, 
and  return  -thence  via  Causeway,  Portland,  Mer- 
rimac, Washington,  Summer  and  Chauncy  streets, 
Harrison  avenue,  Beach,  Federal  and  Kneeland 
streets,  to  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  station.  The 
number  of  cars  to  be  run  over  said  route  between 
the  Old  Colony  and  northern  depots  shall  not  ex- 
ceed six  in  any  one  hour. 

The  Tremont-street  line  of  cars  of  said  com- 
pany shall  not  run  north  of  Cornhill,  but  shall 
return  from  Cornhill  via  Washington  and  Sum- 
mer streets.  The  number  of  cars  to  be  run  on 
said  line  shall  not  exceed  six  any  one  hour,  and 
the  number  of  cars  to  be  run  by  said  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad  Company  in  the  city  proper  shall 
not  exceed  thirty  in  any  one  hour,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed. 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  boston  : 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  asked  to  the  fol- 
lowing communication,  received  by  your  petition- 
er from  th>'  Police  Commissioners; 


[Copy.] 
Boston  Police  Commissioners,  1 

7  Pemberton  Square,      J 
Boston,  Aug.  13, 1880.     ) 

To  the  President  South  Boston  horse  P.  P..  Co. : 
Sir— The  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  is  in- 
formed that  you  are  running  cars  in  excess  of 
the  number  allowed  by  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  all  your  lines. 

You  are  hereby  notified  to  discontinue  the 
practice  within  five  days  from  date  or  the  Board 
will  proceed  to  prosecute  any  and  all  violations 
thereof.  For  the  Board, 

F.  J.  Goldthwait, 

Clerk. 

Wherefore,  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany respectfully  represents  that  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  passengers  between  the  city  proper 
and  South  Boston,  the  number  of  cars  per  hour 
to  which  it  is  now  limited  is  insufficient,  and 
that,  to  accommodate  the  public,  the  company 
has  necessarily  exceeded  its  regulated  limit.  It 
therefore  petitions  that  it  may  hereafter  have 
the  right  to  run  on  its  "Dover-street  line"  as 
many  cars  per  hour  as  may  be  required  to  accom- 
modate the  patrons  of  that  line;  and  that  it  may 
have  the  right  to  run  over  Washington  street 
northward,  entering  the  city  proper  from  South 
Boston,  and  turning  into  Summer  street,  thence 
back  to  South  Boston,  as  many  cars  per  hour, 
over  the  total  number  as  now  fixed,  as  may  be  re- 
quired to  accommodate  the  public;  This  unre- 
stricted right  to  run  via  Summer  street  being 
such  as  your  petitioner  understands  is  enjoyed  by 
the  Highland  Railroad  Company  at  Temple  place. 

Your  petitioner  would  represent  as  reason  for 
the  granting  of  its  prayer  that  at  the  time  the 
existing  regulations  were  made,  limiting  the 
number  of  its  cars,  viz.,  in  1878,  it  carried  5,662,780 
passengers;  that  in  1879  it  carried  6,068,673  pas- 
sengers, and  that  for  the  ten  months  of  this  year, 
1880,  it  has  carried  6,091,500  passengers,  and  will, 
judging  from  present  indications,  carry  in  the 
present  month  and  September,  enough  more  to 
make  a  total  for  the  year  of  7,500,000,  or  nearly 
fifty  per  cent,  more  than  at  the  time  the  regula- 
tions referred  to  by  the  Police  Commissioners 
were  made. 

Your  petitioner's  road  is  fully  equipped  to  ac- 
commodate its  present  patrons,  and  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  cars  run  will  not  only  injure 
your  petitioner,  but  greatly  inconvenience  the 
public,  most  especially  at  this  heated  season  of 
the  year.  With  a  due  regard,  then,  for  the  in- 
terest of  its  patrons,  your  petitioner  respectfully 
prays  for  speedy  relief,  in  the  granting  of  this 
petition. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company, 

By  J.  B.  Crosry. 

CELEBRATION  ON  SEVENTEENTH  OF  SEPTEMBER. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee 
the  report  of  the  special  committee  on  the  cele- 
bration of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement 
of  Boston,  asking  for  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $10,000. 

Alderman  Viles — My  object  in  moving  a  recon- 
sideration of  this  matter  is  that  I  think  $25,000  is 
sufficient  to  spend  for  such  a  celebration  this 
year.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  was  sug- 
gested by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  ap- 
propriating a  sum  of  money  to  celebrate  the 
250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston. 
Upon  that  committee  were  appointed  two  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  Board^  and  some  of  the 
ablest  members  of  the  Common  Council.  That 
committee  met  and  considered  this  matter  very 
carefully.  They  laid  out  their  programme.  They 
came  to  the  City  Council  and  asked  for  $25,000, 
which  I  thought  was  too  much,  at  the  tinier  but 
knowing  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  be- 
lieved in  making  a  good,  healthy  appropriation,  I 
said  nothing  and  voted  for  it.  They  now  come  to 
us  asking  for  $10,000  additional.  I  think  the  com- 
mittee is  laying  out  more  work  than  tbey  can  go 
through  with  in  one  day.  You  remember  that  at 
the  dedication  of  the  Soldiers'  Monument  many 
features  were  omitted,  and  Judjje  Devens  had  to 
leave  out  a  part  of  his  oration.  I  am  still  ot  the 
opinion  that  $25,000  is  sufficient. 

Alderman  Flynn— At  the  time  the  committee 
asked  for  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  they  did 
think  it  was  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  programme 
for  the  coming  celebration,  but  as  you  and  other 
members  of  the  committee  know,  new  ideas  have 
been    suggested    from    time    to    time,    and  new 
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features  have  seemed  to  be  almost  imperative 
since  the  estimate  for  the  appropriation  was 
made.  The  procession  is  to  be  entirely  different 
from  those  of  18T5  and  1877.  It  has  been  put  un- 
der the  charge  of  the  Trades'  Union  and 
the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Associa- 
tion: they  have  widely  advertised  the  celebration, 
and  expect  the  military  here  from  places  as 
far  distant  as  Chicago.  The  cost  of  the  proces- 
sion alone  will  be  $17,500,  and  we  have  figured  it 
down  closelv,  which  the  Alderman  will  see  very 
largely  takes  up  the  appropriation,  leaving  about 
$7000  for  other  expense,  which  members  of  the 
Board  very  well  understand.  It  will  be  impossi- 
ble to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  committee  and 
give  such  "an  entertainment  and  exhibition  on 
that  day,  of  the  various  trades  and  processions, 
military  and  all  that,  as  they  deem  expedient. 
The  committee  will  not  waste  anything,  and  if 
any  money  is  left  it  will  remain  in  the  treas- 
urv.  Some  people  have  an  idea  that  this 
$10,000  will  be  spent  in  the  Mardi  Gras 
display.  The  committee  have  abandoned  that 
feature  altogether.  The  committee  first  intended 
to  use  the  $2500  set  apart  usually  for  fireworks  in 
this  novel  feature  from  New  Orleans,  but  that 
has  been  abandoned  entirely.  The  committee 
feel  that  they  cannot  get  along  without  this  ad- 
ditional ten  thousand  dollars,  in  order  to  make 
the  celebration  a  complete  success. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  would  inquire  if  the 
amount  that  the  Alderman  speaks  of  as  being 
consumed  in  the  procession — whether  any  part 
of  that  is  intended  for  fireworks  ? 

Alderman  Flynn — None. 

Alderman  Tucker — It  strikes  me  that  to  have  a 
celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Boston  without  fire  works  would  be  a  verv 
tame  affair.  I  don't  think  we  should  show  much 
patriotism  without  a  display  of  fireworks.  To  have 
anvthing  like  a  respectable" show  of  fireworks  we 
could  not  get  along  with  less  than  $2000  or 
$2500.  It  might  ^possibly  be  cut  down  to  $1500; 
but  I  don't  think  there  is  any  member  of  the 
Board  but  would  agree  with  me  that  we  should 
have  a  display  of  fireworks.  If  there  is  anything 
to  be  cut  off,  I  think  it  should  be  done  in  some 
other  direction. 

Alderman  Slade — I  don't  know  as  I  need  to  say 
a  word  about  this.  I  have  felt  all  along  from  the 
beginning  as  though  we  were  dqing  something  we 
ought  not  to  do.  I  cannot  see  any  sense  in  the 
celebration  of  this  250th  anniversary,  but  never 
said  anything  against  it,  but  voted  for  it,  and  let 
the  thing  go  along.  But  I  thought  at  the  time 
there  was  a  large  amount  of  money  to  be  appro- 
priated for  that  occasion.  I  am  very  sorry 
this  committee  have  come  here  and  asked 
for  more  money.  We  all  know  that  people 
generallv  are  "  complaining  of  increased 
taxes,  i  don't  feel  scared  on  that  account, 
because  we  must  have  a  certain  amount  of  money 
to  do  the  necessary  work  of  the  city.  This  is  n't 
necessary,  and  when  I  meet  people" that  say  they 
think  this  is  asking  too  much  and  carrying  the 
thing  too  far,  I  have  n't  much  to  say  in  defence 
of  it~  I  really  hope  this  committee  will  try  and 
carrv  the  celebration  through  for  S25,000, 
because  I  hate  to  make  additional  appro- 
priation. It  appears  that  this  is  going  to 
Tie  almost  a  national  holiday,  but  we  all 
supposed  in  the  first  place  it  was  going  to  be  a 
citv  affair,  with  a  few  spectators;  but  the  invita- 
tion has  been  extended  to  almost  everybody  and 
everything,  and  I  don't  know  where  we  shall  stop. 
I  feel  myself  like  confining  the  appropriation  to 
$25,000. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— If  there  was  any  mistake 
made  in  this  busi.  ess  I  think  it  was  when  this 
committee  were  appointed  to  celebrate  this  anni- 
versary, and  accepting  the  recommendation  that 
it  be  "celebrated.  I  must  say  I  have  been  disap- 
pointed, when  in  considering  all  the  items  of  ex- 
pense for  a  celebration  of  this  kind,  to  find  that 
it  costs  as  much  as  it  really  does.  I  believe  we 
have  had  no  such  celebration  of  the  cbarac 
ter  now  proposed  since  the  celebration 
of  the  completion  of  the  Cochituate  Wa- 
ter Works,  a  great  many  years  ago.  For  instance, 
we  had  an  idea  that  all  we  had  to  do  would  be  to 
say  that  the  city  of  Boston  intended  to  celebrate 
its  250th  anniversary,  and  the  military  would 
volunteer  their  services  to  make  up  a  respectable 
procession.  But  when  we  looked  into  the  matter 
we  found  that  the  military  would  odIv  consent  to 
come  out  upon  the  consideration  that  they  will 
receive  their  usual  pay.    Out  of  the  appropria- 


tion of  $25,000  we  have  to  pay  to  the  military 
alone  some  $8000.  That  item  alone  costs  $S000, 
and  I  would  ask  the  gentlemen  of  this  Board  if 
a  procession  without  the  military  would  amount 
to  anything. 

Alderman  Slade— Allow  me  to  ask  if  the  mili- 
tary of  this  city  is  going  to  be  invited,  and  if  it 
is  our  own    military  that    is  going  to  cost  $8000. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  item  for  the  mil- 
itary of  the  State  will  cost  $8000  alone.  It 
was  one  of  the  items  which  the  committee  who 
originally  considered  this  matter  did  not  fully 
comprehend.  It  was  an  item  of  expense  that 
they  did  not  take  into  consideration  at  the  time. 
Again,  as  Alderman  Tucker  says,  if  we  have  this 
entertainment,  it  would  hardly  be  proper 
without  fireworks  and  illuminations,  and  a 
great  many  other  matters  of  that  kind.  Besides, 
the  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  invite 
the  President  and  cabinet  here,  and  General  Sher- 
man, General  Hancock,  General  Garfield,  and 
some  other  distinguished  gentlemen.  They  have 
invited  the  mayors  of  the  New  England  cities  and 
the  governors  of  the  thirteen  original  States. 
Well,  now,  Boston  has  always  been  famous  for 
her  hospitality.  We  cannot  "invite  these  gentle- 
men here — and  I  have  no  doubt  most  of  them  will 
come — without  giving  them  a  hospitable  recep- 
tion; and  the  committee  find  it  impossible  to  do 
do  that  with  the  appropriation  of  $25,000 
already  made,  considering  that  we  have 
to  spend  S8000  for  the  military,  and  $9500 
for  other  procession  expenses.  Then  the  hir- 
ing of  bands  of  music,  halls  and  other  ex- 
penses leaves  scarcely  a  dollar  with  which  to  re- 
ceive and  hospitably  entertain  the  distinguished 
citizens  and  strangers  we  have  invited  here.  That 
is  precisely  the  state  of  the  case.  Even  if 
we  appropriate  $35,000  it  will  be  less  than 
ten  cents  a  head  tor  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton to  pay.  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  draw  to  the 
city  of  Boston  from  two  to  three  hundred  thou- 
sand people  to  see  this  procession.  They  will  fill 
our  hotels,  boarding  houses  and  eating  establish- 
ments. Looking  at  it  in  that  light,  it  will  be  no 
loss  to  the  citizens  of  Boston.  There  will  be 
more  money  left  here  by  ten  times  over 
than  will  pay  for  the  cost  of  the  cele- 
bration in  the  way  of  taxation.  Besides,  a  large 
portion  of  the  expenditures  go  right  into  the 
pockets  of  our  own  people— to  members  of  our 
bands  of  music,  the  members  of  our  military 
companies,  and  the  owners  of  halls,  etc.  It  is,  in 
fact,  no  money  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  and  the  comparatively  small 
amount  required  for  taxation  will  never  be  felt, 
even  in  the  tax  bills;  but  it  will  put  a  good  deal 
■of  money  into  the  pockets  of  our  citizens  by 
drawing  such  an  immense  crowd  as  will  come 
here  on  the  16th  and  17th  of  September  next. 

Alderman  O'Brien  read  the  following: 

Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall,  i 
Bosiox,  Aug.  12, 1880.      I 

Mr.  Healy :  Dear  Sir — The  Council  appropriat- 
ed $25,000  for  the  celebration  of  the  250th  "anni- 
versary of  the  settlement  of  Boston.  The  com- 
mittee want  $10,000  more.  A  resolution  was  in- 
troduced into  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  the 
appropriation  of  this  additional  sum  and  was 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee.  Would  it 
not  be  competent  for  the  Council  to  order  the 
amount  to  be  paid  from  the  Incidental  fund  without 
such  reference?  The  joint  rule  which  requires  all 
applications  for  "Additional  Appropriations" 
to  be  sent  to  this  committee  refers  to  appropria- 
tions which  are  additional  to  specific  appropria- 
tions for  objects  enumerated  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation order,  and  to  an  application  for  mon- 
eys for  an  extraordinary  purpose. 
Yours  truly, 

Frederick  O.  Prinoi.. 

Alderman  O'Brien— And  this  is  the  answer: 

In  my  opinion  it  is  competent  for  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  order  the  $10,000  to  be  paid  from  the  Inci- 
dental fund  without  reference  to  the  Finance 
Committee.  J.  P.  Healy. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  this  motion  to  reconsider 
prevails,  I  shall  offer  the  following  order  as  a 
substitute: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  al- 
ready authorized,  there  be  appropriated  the  sum 
of  $10,000  for  the  celebration  of  the  two  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Bos- 
ton, and  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  transfer  said  amount  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  think  a  great  deal  may  be 
said   on  this  subject,  but  for  my  part  I  have  a 
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delicacy  about  talking  in  relation  to  a  few 
thousand  dollars,  more  or  less,  required  to  express 
Boston's  hospitality  for  distinguished  citizens 
and  strangers  who  will  come  among  us.  I  don't 
think  such  a  discussion  would  sound  well  in  the 
papers.  TVe  always  entertain  these  people  with 
distinguished  hospitality,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  on  the  250th  anniversary 
of  the  settlement  of  Boston  we  should  not 
do  it,  when  we  have  invited  them;  for 
they  have  already  been  invited  to  come 
here.  As  the  Alderman  from  South  Boston 
says,  a  great  many  things  are  coming 
up  every  day  that  require  additional  expense.  ?i 
believe  that  no  less  than  three  regiments  are 
coming  here  from  New  York,  a  company  is  to 
come  from  Chicago,  and  one  from  New  Jersey, 
and  there  are  intimations  that  other  military  or- 
ganizations will  come  from  distant  places,  thev 
have  not  received  any  special  invitation  to  come 
here,  but  when  they  come  the  responsibility  rests 
upon  us  to  entertain  them,  and  1  say  you  connot 
relieve  yourselves  from  it  and  not  give  them  a 
hospitable  reception.  You  must  doit.  Military 
organizations  from  distant  States  and  cities 
should  not  come  here  without  receiving  some  at- 
tention on  our  part,  and  I  think  the  committee 
in  asking  for  §10.000  have  merely  done  what  is  a 
necessity  in  the  matter.    I  look  upon  it  as  such. 

Alderman  Tiles — Did  thev  pay  the  militarv  in 
1875? 

Alderman  Flynn— In  1875  the  expense  of  the 
procession  was  over  §13,000,  and  nothing  was  paid 
to  the  military  except  fifty  cents  apiece  allowed 
for  the  rations"  they  had.  In  making  up  this  esti- 
mate we  supposed  we  could  get  them  on  the  same 
terms.  We  supposed  that  would  be  the  case 
when  we  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  §25,000. 
Sow  it  is  expected  that  the  coming  procession 
will  even  exceed  that  of  1875,  and  that  there  will 
be  more  men  in  line.  That  is  one  of  the  items 
which  have  caused  the  committee  to  ask  for  this 
additional  appropriation.  Instead  of  paying  the 
military  fifty  cents  apiece,  we  are  obliged  to  par 
them  §2.50  and  pay  for  the  transportation  to  and 
from  the  camp. 

Alderman  Viles — I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that 
§25,000  is  sufficient.  I  believe  the  committee 
should  cut  their  coat  to  suit  the  cloth  they  had. 
Thev  have  gone  and  invited  all  creation  as  thev 
say,'but  I  still  think  $25,000  sufficient. 

Alderman  Slade — I  was  n't  aware  the  commit- 
tee were  going  to  spread  themselves  out  so.  I 
thought  this  was  to  be  more  a  Boston  affair  than 
a  national  one.  If  all  the  military  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  mayors  of  cities  and  the  governors  of 
States  are  invited,  and  if  we  are  making  a 
celebration  of  such  magnitude.  I  don't  think 
§25,000  will  quite  do  it.  As  I  said,  I  think 
the  committee  have  gone  too  far.  They 
have  gone  farther  than  I  supposed  thev  were 
going.    If  they  have  gone  thus  far,  I  don't  know 


how  you  are  going  to  get  a'ong  without  backing 
them  up. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  way  I  understand  this 
matter  is  this :  The  city  of  Boston  has  passed  a 
vote  to  have  a  celebration  on  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber. It  has  got  voiced  about  the  world  that  a 
celebration  of  some  magnitude  is  going  to  take 
place  here.  So  doubt  there  are  manv  who  were 
born  in  Boston,  who  have  gone  into  other  States, 
who  feel  that  they  would  like  to  come  back  here 
on  that  day.  I  know  of  one  case  where  a  voung 
Boston  man,  now  residing  in  New  York,  was  the 
means  of  one  of  the  military  organizations  volun- 
teering to  come  here.  I  presume  it  is  so  in  other 
places.  Xow,  the  committee  come  to  the  Board 
asking  for  more  money  to  carrv  out  the  celebra- 
tion. I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Board  when  the 
appropriation  was  made  and  the  celebration 
determined  upon,  but  I  should  hate  to  vote 
against  giving  them  sufficient  money  to  carrv  it 
out.  I  feel  it  is  my  duty  to  support  the  commit- 
tee, although  I  should  be  loth  to  vote  for  anv  un- 
necessary expenditure  of  money.  But  I  feef  that 
if  Boston  is  celebrating  her  250th  anniversary, 
and  if  these  people  come  here,  and  have  got  to  be 
taken  care  of,  I  don't  see  how  it  will  make  any 
difference  whether  you  make  the  appropriation 
now  or  after  the  celebration,  when  we  shall  find 
ourselves  behind.  The  matter  has  drifted  along 
and  now  the  committee  ask  that  this  amount  be 
allowed  to  enable  them  to  carry  it  out.  I  don't 
feel  like  refusing  them. 

Alderman  Tucker— Of  this  additional  §10,000. 
how  much  has  been  estimated  upon  for  fireworks 
and  illuminations  ? 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  understand  from  Alder- 
man Wcolley  that  the  amount  estimated  for  fire- 
works is  §2500.  There  will  be  at  least  §1000  for 
illuminations  and  §1000  for  decorations.  If  thi= 
matter  is  reconsidered,  I  will  offer  the  order  I  have 
read:  because  you  have  no  time  to  spare.  If  we  are 
going  to  appropriate  this  monev  it  should  be  done 
immediately.  The  matter  has*  been  before  the 
City  Council  a  long  time,  and  thev  understand  it. 

The  reconsideration  was  carried. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  order  read  by 
him,  as  a  substitute  for  the  reference  to  the  Corn^ 
mittee  on  Finance,  and  the  order  was  passed, 
yeas  8,  nays  3— Aldermen  Slade.  Tiles  and  Wal- 
bridge  voting  nay. 

Alderman  Flynh  moved  a  reconsideration,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  down.' 

SEWEBS. 

Alderman  Tiles  presented  a  petition  from  W. 
H.  Whitmore,  trustee,  for  a  sewer  in  Harwich 
street,  and  on  his  motion  an  order  was  passed  for 
a  hearing  thereon  on  Mondav.  Aug.  23.  at  4  P.  II. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  "Alderman  O'Brien! 
and   stood   adjourned  until  Mondav.  Aug.  23.  at 
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COMMON       COUNCIL 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

AUGUST    17,    1880. 


Special  meeting  at  12  M.,  called  by  the  Mayor 
to  consider  certain  matters  requiring  concurrent 
aciion  with  the  other  branch,  and  especially  an 
order  to  transfer  $10,000  from  the  Incidental  ap- 
propriation to  the  Celebration  of  the  250th  Anni- 
versary of  the  Settlement  of  Boston. 

Harvey  1ST.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  communication  from  the  Mayor  calling  the 
meeting  was  read,  and  placed  on  file. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  SEPTEMBER  CELEBRATION. 

An  order  came  down  for  an  addltonal  appro- 
priation of  $10,000  for  the  celebration  of  the 
250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston  on 
the  17th  of  September  next. 

The  President— This  order  will  be  referred,  un- 
der the  rules,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  shall  not  take  any 
exception  to  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  on  that  sub- 
ject, but  it  is  desirable  that  the  committee  should 
know  as  soon  as  possible  whether  they  are  to  have 
this  additional  appropriation  or  not,  and  there- 
fore I  move  now,  that  when  this  Council  adiourns 
it  be  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  inst,"  at  12 
o'clock,  M.  That  will  give  sufficient  time  for  the 
other  branch  to  concur  in  the  reference  to  the 
committee,  and  for  them  to  report  on  the  order. 
If  we  are  to  have  the  money  we  ought  to  know  it, 
and  if  we  are  not,  then  we  should  know  that  also. 

The  Presidents — The  Chair  will  entertain  that 
motion  if  no  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  Coe — It  seems  to  me  the  motion  to  adjourn 
can  be  made  a  test  question  on  the  order,  and 
show  whether  the  Council  are  willing  that  the 
committee  should  have  more  money.  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  additional  appropriation,  and  hope 
that  the  motion  to  adjourn  to  the  25th  will  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  suggest  that  the  gentle- 
man make  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  requiring 
a  reference  of  the  order  to  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee, which  will  require  a  two-thirds  vote.  If  we 
cannot  get  a  two-thirds  vote  to  send  it  to  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  then  we  may  be  sure  that  they 
cai.not  have  the  money. 

Mr.  Greenough — If  the  joint  rule  was  suspend- 
ed, the  main  question  could  be  taken  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order;  but  I  understand  we  cannot  act 
upon  the  main  question  without  its  coming  back 
to  us  again. 

Mr.  Coe— Does  it  not  require  forty-eight  votes  to 
su.-pend  the  rule? 

The  President— It  does. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  don't  understand 
jet  what  the  matter  before  us  is.  What  paper 
has  come  to  us  from  the  Board  oi  Aldermen,  and 
why  must  it  go  to  the  Finance  Committee,  under 
the  rule  ? 

The  President  read  the  order,  and  said— This  is 
an  order  involving  a  transfer,  and  must  go  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  inquire  whether  that  is 
the  original  order  which  was  presented  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  or  whether  it  is  the  amend- 
ment passed  at  their  special  meeting. 

The  President— Of  course  this  is  the  only  paper 
that  has  come  to  the  Council  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  the  Chair  can  only  speak  from  his 
observation  of  the  newspapers,  that  this  is  the 
order  introduced  by  Alderman  O'Brien  as  a  sub- 
stitute. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  reason  I  asked  the  ques- 
tion— though  I  should  be  free  to  say  that  I  think 
the  order  is  one  which  I  think  might  as  well  go 
over  for  some  time;  still  having  attended  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Saturday 
last,  I  understood  the  object  of  that  meeting,  or 
of  that  amendment,  was  that  they  put  the  order 
in  such  a  form,  that  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  in  favor  of  it  would  carry  it, 
and  that  there  was  an  opinion  read  from  the  City 
Solicitor  to  that  effect,  and  that  the  previous  or- 
der put  in  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee, and  this  substitute  was  offered  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  off  that  objection,  and  that  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  was  read  to  that  ef- 
fect. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  state  in  reply, 
that,  when  he  read  the  order,  it  was  his  opinion 


that  it  must  go  to  the  Finance  Committee  under 
our  joint  rules.  He  afterwards,  in  the  edition 
of  the  Transcript,  saw  the  letter  sent  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  the  City  Solicitor,  and 
also  the  City  S  ilicitor's  reply.  The  Chair  did  not 
think  the  reply  of  the  City  Solicitor  invalidated 
his  own  opinion;  nevertheless,  he  went  to  the 
City  Solicitor,  and  he  agrees  with  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  Bailey — Is  an  amendment  to  that  order  in 
order  ? 

The  President— Before  the  Chair  rules  upon  the 
question,  he  would  like  to  have  the  amendment  in 
writing. 

Mr.  Bailey — Then  I  shall  move  that  the  order  be 
amended  by  providing  that  the  sum  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated to  be  paid  from  the  approi  riatiou  for 
Incidentals. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  that  it 
must  go  to  the  Finance  Committee,  because  it  is 
a  transfer. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  shall  take  an  appeal  from  that 
decision. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  request  the  gen- 
tleman to  put  that  amendment  in  writing.  The 
Chair  has  ruled  that  this  order,  being  a  transfer, 
must  go  to  the  Finance  Committee.  If  Mr.  Bailey 
desires  to  appeal,  the  Chair  will  allow  him  time 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  would  suggest  that  before  this 
matter  goes  to  the  Finance  Committee  a  motion 
to  amend  would  be  in  order. 

The  President — The  Chair  has  already  ruled 
that  it  must  go  to  the  Finance  Committee,  and  he 
must  stand  by  to  what  he  has  stated. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Another  question  is  before  the  house,  and  that  is 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9,  that 
when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  the 
25th  inst. 

The  President— The  Chair  was  entertaining  the 
other  matter  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  motion  is  to  adjourn  to  a 
certain  day,  I  objectto  its  being  considered  at  the 
present  time,  after  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
which  1  think  is  in  accordance  with  the  rules.  The 
adjournment  would  only  be  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  this  matter  up  again,  and  I  shall  oppose 
the  adjournment,  and  am  opposed  to  the  order, 
and  shall  oppose  any  step  which  would  aid  in 
passing  it.  Therefore,  when  the  time  comes,  I 
shall  oppose  the  adjournment  to  the  25th,  and  I 
object  to  the  entertaining  of  the  motion  out  of 
the  regular  order. 

The  President— Objection  being  made,  the  Chair 
will  not  entertain  the  motion  in  regard  to  ad- 
journment. 

[For  further  action  on  the  subject  see  later  in 
the  proceedings.] 

MISCELLANEOUS     PAPERS     FROM    THE    BOARD    OF 

ALDERMEN. 

Monthly  and  quarterly  reports  placed  on  file. 

Petitions,  etc., were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  resolve  accepting  for  Public  Libra- 
ry purposes  a  parcel  of  land  on  the  corner  of 
Dartmouth  and  Boylston  streets,  on  the  terms 
and  conditions  in  a  grant  from  the  State,  set 
forth  in  chapter  222  of  the  acts  of  1880.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
A.  C.  Wilson  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Warren  Bridge.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

INSCRIPTIONS    UPON    STATUES    AND     MONUMENTS 
IN  THE  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order 
for  placing  inscriptions  on  the  statues  and  monu- 
ments in  the  public  grounds,  not  already  suitably 
inscribed,  would  respectfully  report  that  the 
statues,  etc.,  with  but  a  single  exception,  have 
suitable  inscriptions,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  further  action  in  the  matter  is  inexpe- 
dient. For  the  Committee, 

Edwin  Sibley. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

REWARDS    FOR    DETECTION    AND    CONVICTION     QF 
INCENDIARIES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  offer 
arewaid  in  the  sum  of  $1000  for  the  detection, 
arrest  and  conviction  of  any  person  concerned  in 
the  setting  of  an  incendiary  fire  In  this  city;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidental  Expenses. 
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The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Parkman— It  seems  to  me  there  should  be 
some  limitation  to  that  order.  We  don't  know 
how  long  't  will  last. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Of  course  I  intended  to  ex- 
plain the  order  and  was  waiting  for  it  to  be  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading.  It  will  be  necessary 
to  suspend  the  rule  to  pass  it  today;  however,  it 
is  just  as  well,  perhaps,  to  explain  it  now.  The 
Fiie  Department  are  now  in  a  very  uncomfortable 
state,  owing  to  these  incendiary  fires  within  the 
last  two  or  three  months.  There  have  been  two 
or  three  within  the  last  few  days,  and  one  was 
detected  this  morning.  One  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners came  to  me  just  before  the  meeting  of 
the  Council  and  asked  me  to  put  in  this  order. 
I  went  to  the  acting  City  Clerk  and  looked 
over  the  previous  orders  passed  on  such 
subjects,  and  this  one  was  drawn  If 
there  is  any  defect  in  the  order  I  should  be  happy 
to  have  it  remedied.  This  being  in  the  nature  of 
an  order,  it  wili  be  limited  to  the  remainder  of 
this  municipal  year,  and  it  can  be  revoked  at  any 
time  by  the  action  of  the  City  Council.  The  order 
was  necessarily  drawn  in  haste,  and  I  should  he 
most  happy  to  receive  any  corrections  or  amend- 
ments. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended. Tlje  order  was  read  a  second  time  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Kendricken  of  Ward  20— Do  I  under- 
stand that  this  is  to  stand  as  a  permanent  or- 
der? 

The  President  —  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  states  that  in  his  opinion  the  order  will 
remain  in  force  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year. 

Mr.  Kendricken— And  it  has  no  special  applica- 
tion to  any  particular  fire  that  has  occurred? 

The  President — The  Chair  so  understands  it. 

Mr.  Kendricken — It  strikes  me  as  being  a  very 
unwise  order.  For  instance,  why  cannot  two 
young  fellows  get  together  and  say,  "Here,  Jim, 
you  set  that  rookery  on  fire,  and  I  will  blow  on 
you,  and  we  will  get  the  money."  It  seems  to  me 
they  could  put  up  a  job  on  the  city  in  that  way 
and  get  the  money.  It  is  really  a  prize  to  have 
fires  set.  It  is  really  a  temptation  to  such  parties 
as  I  have  alluded  to,  to  sec  fires.  If  it  was  an 
order  for  a  reward  for  some  special  fire,  I  should 
think  differently.  But  as  it  is,  I  think  it  wruld 
be  an  inducement  to  older  heads  to  entice 
younger  ones  to  set  fires,  so  that  they  could  in- 
form on  them  and  get  the  reward.  I  should  cer- 
tainly object  to  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  same  objection  which  the 
gentleman  has  expressed  occurred  to  me,  and  has 
occurred  to  others  probably,  but  I  really  do  not 
see  any  way  to  avoid  the  difficulty.  If  we  found 
there  were  such  wicked  boys  being  ledastrav.it 
mi  ,ht  lie  well  to  have  some  means  of  finding  then 
out.  But  it  is  impossible  to  have  a  list  of  fires 
that  are  going  to  occur,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
put  them  into  the  order,  so  that  it  might  apply  to 
them.  I  can  only  say,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from 
the  opinion  of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  that  there 
is  a  great  danger  threatening  the  city  at  the 
present  time,  and  we  must  take  some  prompt 
steps  to  prevent  it,  and  this  is  the  first  suggestion 
that  has  been  made.  If  any  gentf  man  can  frame 
a  better  order,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  relieved  of 
the  responsibility.  I  should  like  to  try  the  effect 
of  this  order  for  a  week  or  two.  If  we  can  catch 
this  firebug,  it  will  be  a  great  blessing  to  the  city, 
even  if  we  spend  §10,000.  It  any  one  can- 
not suggest  anything  better,  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  pass  the  order  for  the  lack  of  a  better 
proposition. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— It  seems  to  me  the 
reward  offered  in  the  order  is  rather  large.  It 
might  be  an  encouragement  to  people  to  set  fires. 
A  tire  might  be  set  to  some  building  not  worth  a 
thousand  dollars.  A  man  might  say  to  some 
reckless  person,  "You  set  fire  to  some  building, 
and  I  will  give  you  .$200."  In  that  way  he  could 
make  $800  by  giving  the  information.  Suppose 
we  had  a  fire  once  a  week,  and  had  to  pay  a  re- 
ward in  each  case  of  a  thousand  dollars,  it  would 
be  a  great  loss  to  the  city.  I  think  a  hundred 
dollars  would  make  these  parties  sufficiently 
active  in  discovering  who  the  parties  are. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  (Yard  4—1  don't  know  whether  to 
vote  for  this  order  or  not.  It  is  the  old  question 
raised  in  the  drawing  of  statutes,  whether  it  is 
better  to  give  the  informer  a  part  or  the  fine  for 
the  violation  of  the  law.    Some  of  the  laws  of  this 


State  give  to  the  informer  a  certain  portion  of  the 
fine.  But  I  should  like  to  hear  from  the  gentle- 
man who  offeied  the  order  an  indication  how  it  is 
going  to  accomplish  anything,  unless  it  is  going 
to  incite  people  to  act  as  detectives  in  watch- 
ing buildings.  I  don't  see  bow  else  it  is  going  to 
do  any  good.  This  offering  a  reward  for  h  future 
offence  does  n't  necessarily  insure  great  activity 
on  the  part  of  any  persons  in  preventing  the  set- 
ting of  fires.  I  think  something  should  be  done 
to  secure  the  persons  engaged  in  setting  these 
fiies,  but  how  this  is  going  to  meet  the  difficulty 
I  fail  to  see. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  respect  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  I  can 
only  say,  that  this  plan  is  one  which  comes  to  us 
from  the  Fire  Commissioners.  Whether  it  be  wise 
or  prudent,  my  opinion  is  worth  very  little.  The 
supposition  is  that  a  reward  of  a  considerable 
amount  is  apt  to  lead  to  the  detection  of  an  offen- 
der not  by  making  the  whole  community  turn  de- 
tectives, but  by  offering  inducements  to  persons 
connected  with  the  criminal  to  betray  him.  That 
I  taVe  to  be  the  plain  language  or  meaning  of  the 
ord  ir.  I  hardly  think  any  one  would  do  such  an 
act  without  confiding  it  to  another  person.  Our 
wli  le  business  part  of  the  city  is  unsafe,  and  the 
object  of  this  order  is  lo  drive  this  firebug  out 
of  the  city.  But  still,  I  offered  this  order  at  the 
request  of  one  of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  and  it  is 
the  plan  he  suggested.  But  as  to  its  form, 
it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  would 
be  best  not  to  put  the  reward  at  a  hun- 
dred dollars,  which  is  too  trivial.  But  I  think  it 
possibly  might  be  well  to  say  that  we  will  author- 
ize the  Mayor  to  offer  a  suitable  reward,  not  ex- 
ceeding $1000  in  any  or.e  case,  so  that  where  the 
damages  were  slight  it  might  be  a  reward  of  $100, 
and  where  the  damages  were  heavy  it  might  be 
desirable  to  pay  a  thousand  dollars  to  secure  this 
criminal.  We  want  to  pass  an  order  which  will 
lead  to  the  capture  of  the  criminal.  If  that 
would  be  of  any  advantage  I  would  move  to 
amend  the  order,  so  that  it  shall  read,  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  offer  a  suitable 
reward,  in  any  one  case  not  exceeding  the  sum 
Of  $1000. 

Mr.  Kendricken — I  think  that  if  the  order  is 
passed  and  remains  on  our  books  it  will  become  a 
serious  matter.  I  believe  that  a  man  who  would 
knock  a  man  down  on  the  street,  by  day  or  night, 
and  rob  him,  would  be  tempted  to  make  an  effort 
to  get  that  $1000  by  going  to  a  certain  place  and 
setting  it  on  fire,  and  then  turning  round  and  ac- 
cusing an  innocent  person  and  swearing  that  he 
did  it.  I  believe  they  could  succeed  in  convicting 
an  innocent  person  and  getting  that  $1000  out  of 
the  city. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— It  seems  to  me  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  would  create  a  great 
surprise  to  many  citizens  by  offering  such  a  large 
reward  as  $1000.  As  his  amendment  would  take 
precedence  if  in  order  I  would  move  to  amend 
his  amendment  by  making  it  not  to  exceed  $500. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  if  it  is 
wise  to  pass  this  order  it  is  wise  to  limit  it  in 
time.  I  do  not  feel  sure  but  that  the  gentltman 
from  Ward  12  may  be  right  in  saying  it  will  only 
extend  to  Dec.  31,  but  I  go  not  feel  sure  about  it. 
Bui;  I  think  it  would  be  best  to  restrict  it  in  time, 
and  should  move  to  amend  by  inserting  the  31st 
of  December  as  the  time  when  the  order  will  ex- 
pire by  limitation. 

The  President— There  are  two  amendments  be- 
fore the  Council. 

Mr.  Swift— Then  I  shall  offer  it  when  the  other 
amendments  have  been  acted  upon.  I  think  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  does 
remove  some  objections  to  the  order,  because  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  can  use  his  discretion  and 
offer  as  large  or  as  small  a  reward  as  he  sees  fit. 
I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  pass  any  order  which 
would  amount  to  an  offer  of  a  reward  in  itself, 
and  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  pass  any  order 
which  would  compel  the  Mayor  to  offer  a  reward; 
but  if  we  could  i  ass  an  order  leaving  it  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Mayor  to  offer  such  a  reward 
when  it  became  necessary,  not  exceeding  $1000, 
and  leaving  the  amount  in  his  discretion,  1  should 
think  it  might  do  very  well.  But  as  I  said,  when 
the  time  comes  I  shall  offer  an  amendment  to  re- 
strict the  time  within  which  the  reward  shall  be 
offered. 

Mr.  YVhitmore's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Christal's  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Swift  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after 
"oiler,"  the  words  "At  any  time  on  or  before  the 
31st  of  December,  1880." 
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Mr.  Whitmore— I  accept  the  amendment.  As  I 
stated,  the  order  expires  with  the  year  in  which  it 
is  offered. 

Mr.  Swift — I  only  offered  it  out  of  abundant 
caution.  I  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman  was 
right. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — I  am  not  quite  sure 
whether  we  have  any  Committee  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment.   Have  we  such  a  committee  ? 

The  President— Yes,  sir. 

The  order,  as  amended,  was  passed  in  the  fol- 
lowing form: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  offer  at  anytime  on  or  before  the  31st  day 
•  •f  December,  1880,  a  suitable  reward  not  exceed- 
ing in  any  one  case  the  sum  of  $1000  for  the  detec- 
tion, etc. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  cot  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  SEPTEMBER  CELEBRATION. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  offered  an  order— That 
there  be  appropriated  the  sum  of  $10,000  for  the 
entertainment  of  distinguished  visitors  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  committee  on  the  cele- 
bration of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Boston;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  would  ask  what  commit- 
tee is  to  have  the  expenditure  of  this? 

The  President — The  committee  who  have  charge 
of  the  celebration. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  hope  the  gentle- 
man who  has  offered  this  most  ingenious  order 
will  give  us  some  reasons  why  it  should  be  passed 
by  the  Council.  Of  course,  we  know  we  are  here 
on  this  general  subject,  and  I  suppose  the  battle 
might  as  well  take  place  now  as  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Bailey — The  reasons  why  I  offer  the  order 
are  these:  It  is  well  known  from  the  proceedings 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  their  last  session, 
that  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  celebration  of 
the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston 
has  all  been  taken  up  in  the  preparation  for  the 
proper  celebration  of  the  day.  But  we  have  in- 
vited several  distinguished  guests,  and  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  an- 
niversary having  taken  all  the  money,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  provide  that  the  hospitality  of  the  city 
should  be  properly  extended  to  the  guests  of  the 
city,  and  in  entertaining  them;  for  that  reason 
the  order  is  offered.  I  think  anybody  who  reads 
the  remarks  offered  by  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  see  that 
they  have  made  arrangements  tor  a  very  happy 
celebration,  and  while  we  might  not  agree  to  some 
parts  of  the  celebration,  I  think  we  all  will 
agree  that  the  city  of  Boston  should  make  some 
proper  arrangement  for  theproperentertainment 
of  its  guests. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  raised  the  point  that  the 
order  was  out  of  order  under  the  sixteenth  joint 
rule.  He  read  the  rule  and  asked  for  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

The  rule  is  as  follows: 

"In  the  present  and  every  future  financial  year 
the  specific  appropriation  for  the  several  objects 
enumerated  in  the  general  appropriation  order 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  maximum 
amount  to  be  expended  by  the  several  commit- 
tees, boards  and  officers  having  the  charge  there- 
of, for  the  entire  financial  year,  and  shall  be  ex- 
pended with  a  proper  regard  thereto.  Whenever 
the  amounts  designated  and  appropriated  as 
aforesaid  have  been  expended  and  an  additional 
sum  is  required,  or  whenever  the  estimates  for  the 
completion  of  any  object  or  for  any  purpose, 
exceed  the  appropriation  specially  made  therefor, 
or  whenever  an  expenditure  is  required  for  an 
object  or  a  purpose  not  contemplated  at  the  time 
the  appropriation  was  made,  the  committee, 
board  or  officer  having  charge  thereof  shall  fur- 
nish to  the  City  Council  a  detailed  statement  in 
print  of  the  expenditures  already  made,  and  the 
necessity  for  an  additional  appropriation;  and  no 
contract  shall  be  made,  nor  expenditures  author- 
ized, in  either  case,  unless  provision  for  the  same 
shall  be  made  by  special  transfer  from  some  of 
the  appropriations  coi.tained  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill,  or  by  loan." 

The  President— The  Chair  rules  the  p.unt  well 
taken.    The  order  cannot  be  entertained.  ■ 

Mr.  Bailey — 1  shall  respectfully  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  seconded  the  appeal. 

The  President— Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  appeals 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  it  has  been 


seconded.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Council? 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  it  be  in  order  to  debate  this 
question,  as  I  believe  it  usually  is,  I  must  say  that 
1  think  it  would  be  rather  straining  the  rule  to 
take  the  view  which  the  Chair  has  already 
done,  because  the  gentleman  has  drawn  up  a 
most  ingenious  order,  which  seems  to  me 
to  take  it  out  of  the  wording  of  the  appropriation 
bill.  The  appropriation  was  $25,000  for  celebrat- 
ing the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of 
Boston;  but  the  gentleman  has  most  ingeniously 
phrased  his  order  that  this  additional  appropria- 
tion is  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  entertainment  of  the  distinguish- 
ed guests.  Now.  sir,  I  propose,  hereafter,  in  case 
debate  does  arise  on  the  main  question,  to  object 
to  the  necessity  of  the  order,  and  shall  try  to 
show  that  it  is  unnecessary.  But  still  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  at  all  clear  that  this  comes  under  the 
exact  heading  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
23  applies  to  it.  It  don't  seem  to  me  that 
we  appropriated  at  that  time  any  money  for 
the  entertainment  of  guests,  or  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  committee.  It  seems  to 
me  that  part  of  the  order  is  outside  of  the  appro- 
priation bill.  For  instance,  if  any  other  commit- 
tee having  charge  of  an  appropriation  should 
suddenly  take  it  into  their  heads  to  entertain  the 
distinguished  engineers  who  should  come  here  to 
look  at  the  big  sewer,  taej  might  come  here  and 
ask  for  an  appropriation  to  cover  their  incidental 
expenses;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  is  the  way  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  has  ingeniously  slipped 
round  the  16th  joint  rule.  For  that  reason,  I 
reluctantly  feel  compelled  to  vote  against  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  and  for  the  reason  that  the 
well-known  legal  ingenuity  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  has  enabled  him  to  slip  round  the  rule.  I 
hope  the  Council  will  vote  down  the  older  if  sub- 
mitted to  them,  and  that  there  will  be  such  a  vote 
as  to  forever  crush  the  expectations  of  the 
committee  of  getting  any  more  money.  But  I 
should  hate  to  see  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
ruled  out  of  order,  when  be  has  been  so 
ingenious  in  getting  round  the  rule. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  has  managed  to  slip  round  the 
10th  joint  rule.  It  seems  to  me  this  matter  was 
.clearly  covered  by  the  general  appropriation  for 
the  celebration.  It  is  just  as  much  covered  by  it 
as  though  they  had  come  in  and  asked  for  $10,000 
more  for  fireworks.  It  is  one  of  the  objects  con- 
templated by  the  original  appropriation.  There 
is  no  use  in  saying  It  was  n't  covered  by  it.  It 
was  covered  by  it  as  much  as  any  other  item  of 
expense,  and  I  cannot  see  any  ground  for  saying 
that  this  16th  rule  does  n't  apply  to  it.  I  do  not 
see  the  force  of  the  position  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— As  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  celebration  of  the  250rh  anniversary 
of  the  settlement  of  Boston,  I  desire  to  say  that 
the  committee,  in  thinking  the  matter  over,  found 
that  the  sum  of  $25,000  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
cover  the  expense  of  entertaining  the  invited 
guests.  In  reference  to  the  amount  expended  in 
1875,  they  found  that— 

Mr.  Swift— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman's  remarks  are  out  of  order,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  President— The  Chair  rules  that  the  poiDt 
is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Child— I  will  try  to  confine  my  remarks  to 
the  question.  I  hope  some  way  will  be  devised 
by  which  an  additional  appropriation  of  $10,000 
will  be  made.  If  what  is  called  the  scheme  of 
the  gentlemen  from  Ward  4  is  right,  I  hope  it  will 
prevail.  But  it  seems  to  me  that,  on  the  face  of 
it,  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is  correct,  and  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  vote  in  favor  of  sustaining  him. 
It  seems  to  me  the  best  way  is  for  the  Council  to 
meet  the  question  squarely  and  vote  for  or  against 
the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  want  it  understood  that  I  offered 
the  order  in  perfect  good  faith,  believing  it  is  out- 
side the  10th  joint  rule.  In  my  mind  1  be- 
lieve that  fully.  Of  course  the  President  thinks 
the  other  way.  What  is  contemplated  by  the 
16th  joint  rule?    [Beading.] 

"In  the  present  and  every  future  financial  year 
the  specific  appropriation  for  the  several  objects 
enumerated  in  the  general  appropriation  order 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  lie  the  maximum 
amount  to  be  expended  by  the  several  commit- 
tees, boards  and  officers  having  the  charge  there- 
of, for  the  entire  financial  year,  and  shall  be  ex- 
pended with  a  proper  regard  thereto." 
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The  intention,  evidently,  when  that  rule  was 
framed,  was  to  fix  the  general,  specific  objects  of 
appropriation— for  instance,  for  streets,  water, 
etc.,  and  other  general  expenses— by  the  appro- 
priation bill.  Eighty- five  thousand  dollars  was 
appropriated  for  incidental  expenses.  It  was  in- 
tended that  whatever  money  would  be  expended 
afterward,  for  such  things  as  the  Fourth  of  July, 
Seventeenth  of  June,  and  other  objects  of  a  like 
nature,  should  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Incidental?,  and  from  that  sum 
should  be  taken  from  time  to  time  what- 
ever is  necessary  to  carry  out  these  ob- 
jects. Now,  if  that  was  the  intention  of 
that  rule  in  the  first  place— and  it  seems  to  me  it 
was — then  it  seems  to  me  that  this  year  we  should 
charge  to  that  appropriation  the  amounts  re- 
quired for  the  Fourth  of  July,  Seventeenth  of 
June  and  Seventeenth  of  September,  and  other 
like  occasions.  If  we  had  done  that,  there  would 
be  no  question  but  we  could  take  an  addi- 
tional amount  from  the  appropriation  for  inci- 
dentals by  a  two-thirds  vote.  But  because  this 
$25,000  for  the  Seventeenth  of  September  was 
slipped  in  as  one  of  the  items  of  the  appropriation 
for  Incidental  Expenses,  it  is  claimed  you  have 
got  to  go  through  the  very  arrangement  we  have 
for  any  other  additional  appropriation  for  any 
amount  you  may  want  to  spend  in  helping 
along  that  object.  Now,  I  differ  from  that 
view.  Now,  a  proper  celebration  for  that  day  has 
been  arranged  in  the  line  of  a  general  display  for 
the  benefit  and  entertainment  of  the  people;  the 
amount  already  appropriated  has  been  spent,  and 
these  distinguished  visitors  who  have  been  in- 
vited will  either  have  to  buy  their  dinners  at 
Parker's  or  go  home.  Now,  this  order  says  that 
shall  not  be  done,  but  from  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals  shall  be  taken  so  much  as  is  necessary 
to  pay  for  entertaining  these  distinguished  visi- 
tors and  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  commit 
tee.  For  those  reasons  I  have  offered  the  order, 
and  I  do  not  see  how  it  conflicts  with  the  16th 
joint  rule.  We  are  not  appropriating  any  more 
for  the  celebration  of  the  day,  but  are  providing 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  guests  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  committee.  I  offer  it  not 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  round  the  rule,  but  to 
get  the  appropriation  through. 

Mr.  Whitniore— I  should  not  rise  again,  but  I 
think  I  have  discovered  important  evidence  in  re-" 
lation  to  this   matter    which   I  had   not   when  I 
spoke  before.    The  way  City  Doc.  48    reads  is — 

"INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES,  Eighty-five  thousand 
dollars,  viz.— 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  g60.000.00 

Celebration  of  250th  Anniver- 
sary of  settlement  of  Boston,    25,000.00 

$85,000.00'' 

This  will  fortify  the  case  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4,  because  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anni- 
vert-ary  was  not  passed  upon  as  a  special  printed 
i:eni  of  appropriation,  ft  was  one  of  the  ii  ins 
under  the  head  of  Incidental  Expenses.  Now, 
sir,  I  understand  that  we  pass  the  general  head- 
ing, and  the  committee  of  the  various  depart- 
ments have  always  assumed  the  power  to  shift 
the  sums  from  one  item  in  the  appropriation  to 
another.  For  example,  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  have  so  much  for  current  expenses,  so  much 
for  the  Temporary  Home,  and  so  much  for  the 
Lodge  for  Wayfarers.  I  understand  that  in  all 
cases  like  that,  when  they  run  short  on  one  item 
they  transfer  to  another.  The  public  buildings 
have  so  much  for  fuel  and  so  much  for  labor;  and 
if  they  find  tbey  are  short  on  fuel,  they 
are  not  confined  to  the  amount  origi 
nally  named  for  that  object.  If  that  be  so,  as.it 
seems  to  me,  it  is  not  a  transfer,  but  a  shitting  of 
items  of  an  appropriation  to  another  specific 
item.  If  a  committee  can  do  that  without  a  votn 
of  the  City  Council,  certainly  a  majority  of  the 
City  Council  can  do  so  by  the  passage  of  an  order. 
I  repeat  again,  that  I  am  only  helping  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  on  a  technicality;  but  when  the 
question  comes  on  the  passage  of  the  order,  I 
hope  ic  will  be  defeated. 

Mr.  Coe— If  there  is  anything  we  should  be  care- 
ful about,  it  is  as  to  our'method  of  appropriating 
money.  If  we,  by  means  of  the  ingenuity  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4,  succeed  in  whipping  the 
devil  round  the  stump,  we  are  setting  a  bad  pre- 
cedent. I  think  the  l'resident  has  rightly  decided 
this  matter,  and  that  it  is  clearly  out  of  order.  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  to  page  ten  of  the  same  document,  under 
the  head  of  "Schools  and  Schoolhouses."  There 
are  three  distinct  appropriations.     In  this  case  it 


has  been  thought  necessary  that  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  be  authorized. to  transfer  from  one  arj- 
propriation  to  another.  It  is  not  done  iu  any 
other  portion  of  this  document.  If  the  gentleman 
will  look  at  the  Auditor's  books  he  will  find  the 
Auditor  has  placed  the  item  of  250th  anniversary 
by  itself,  and  it  stands  as  an  appropriation  of  §25,- 
000. 

Mr.  Swift — It  seems  to  me  that  what  has  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  iVard  23  is  perfectly 
souudl  The  rights  of  the  committee  or  our 
rules  in  this  matter  cannot  be  affected  by  the 
mere  manner  of  printing.  This  was  a  special 
appropriation  for  the  celebration  of  the  250th 
anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston,  just  as 
much  as  if  it  had  been  printed  in  large  type.  The 
fact  that  it  is  printed  in  small  type  don't  affect 
the  appropriation  at  all.  It  was  not  slipped  into 
the  appropriation  bill,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  said.  It  was  discussed  at  some  length 
at  the  time,  and  was  considered  one  of  the 
most  important  items  of  the  bill.  As  for 
the  incidental  expenses  of  the  committee  being 
included  in  the  appropriation,  it  seems  to  me 
that  is  perfectly  clear.  If  we  l"ok  over  the  appro- 
priations for  the  several  departments,  we  will  find 
no  such  item  as  incidental  expenses  for  commit- 
tees. The  incidental  expenses  are  always  sup- 
posed to  come  into  and  are  always  a  part  of  the 
appropriation.  In  this  case  the  entertainment  of 
visitors  is  peculiarly  a  part  of  the  celebration.  It 
is  a  much  stronger  case  for  including  the  inci- 
dental of  the  committee  than  -would  be  an  ordi- 
nary case  of  a  department— like  the  Water  Com- 
mittee. In  this  case- the  work  could  no'  be  car- 
ried on  without  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
committee.  Now,  this  sixteenth  joint  rule  seems 
to  me  to  be  an  exceedingly  important  and  proper 
one.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  keep 
within  their  appropriation.  The  general  appro- 
priation was,  or  should  be,  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  the  maximum  amounts  to  be  expended  by  the 
several  committees,  boards  and  officers;  and  then 
it  requires  that  when  they  exceed  their  appro- 
priation, they  are  to  make  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  expenditures  already  made,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  purpose  for  which  they  lequirethe 
additional  appropriation.  Ot  course  that  ought 
to  be  so.  It  is  very  important  that  rule  should 
exist  and  be  followed  in  every  case.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  keep 
within  their  appropriation.  In  fact,  this 
committee  haven't  spent  their  money  as  yet; 
and  if  they  have  made  contracts  for  spending  all 
or  almost  all  of  it,  and  left  out  an  important  item 
like  this,  I  don't  know  why  we  should  help  them. 
They  ought  not  to  have  done  it.  If  they  have  done 
it  they  have  acted  improperly,  because  they 
should  have  looked  at  all  the  expenses  to  be  in- 
curred. They  ought  not  to  have  spent  all  this 
money  for  the  procession,  and  left  nothing  for 
the  entertainment  of  visitors.  It  was  their  bus  - 
ness  to  apportion  their  money  and  spend  it  the 
best  way  they  could,  and  it  was  n't  their  business 
to  spend  all  for  one  thing  and  then  come  heie 
and  say  we  must  have  more  for  that.  It  seems  to 
me  this  rule  is  one  of  the  most  important  we  have, 
and  should  be  maintained.  I  hope  the  decision  ot 
the  Chair  will  be  sustained  by  a  large  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  wish  to  answer  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23.  No  matter  whether  the  16th  rule 
be  a  good  or  bad  one,  if  it  does  n't  apply  here  we 
should  n't  apply  it.  Now,  the  gentleman  refers 
to  the  appropriation  for  Schools  and  Schoolhouses. 
That  is  the  only  case  where  we  have  put  in  any 
authority  to  make  these  transfers.  The  leason 
in  that  case  is,  we  have  no  control  over  it.  The 
school  committee  do  as  they  please.  We  tell  the 
auditor  that  he,  being  our  officer,  may  fol'ow  tlie 
usual  rule.  I  wish  the  gentleman  to  look  at. anoth- 
er case.  On  page  9— "Public  Buildings,  SS0.000," 
just  as  it  says,  "Incidental  expense^  $85,000." 
I  turn  back  to  the  list  of  appropriations  (Citv 
Doc.  34,)  and  see  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  put  in  a  list  of  what  they  calculate  this 
money  will  be  spent  for,  viz.: 

Salaries,  $7300;  carpentry,  etc  ,  86000;  masonry, 
etc.,  §5000;  painting  and  glazing,  $6000. 

This  is  in  document  34,  page  67-8.  There  are 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  items  to  make  up  this 
§80.000.  Now  I  understand  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  will  not  spend  exactlj  - 
in  painting.  If  they  think  ©6000  worth  6\  ear- 
pentry  is  not  enough,  they  will  put  in  $9000, 
and  perhaps  not  do  so  much  mason  work. 
I  understand  that  is  the  general  rule 
in  the  departments.  I  know  that  this  is 
the    rule,    necause    I    went    over    it    with    the 


440 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Auditor  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  in 
making  up  the  16th  joint  rule.  He  said  it 
was  attempted  to  mase  every  item  require  a  vote 
of  the  City  Council  to  be  transferred  from  the  ob- 
ject mentioned  in  the  appropriation.  But  in  the 
year  when  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  one  of  the  Alder- 
men, and  very  active  in  instituting  reforms  and 
changes  in  the  practice,  the  rule  broke  down,  and 
from  that  tiine  on,  the  Auditor  said,  any  transfer 
might  he  made  by  any  department  in  the  various 
items,  though  they  could  not  exceed  the  limit. 
Any  committee  or  board  could  come  here  with  a 
fictitious  amount  for  paintinsr  that  they  never  in- 
tended to  do,  and  after  the  appropriation 
had  been  made  they  could  use  that 
money  for  some  other  purpose  within  the 
appropriation.  The  department  is  not  held 
by  the  figures  it  shows  to  the  City  Government  in 
the  estimates  for  the  appropriation.  When  they 
have  got  their  $80,000  for  tbe  Public  Buildings 
Department  they  can  go  ahead  and  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  the  schedule  which  they  show  to  the  City 
Council  as  a  reason  for  it.  Now,  sir,  if  a  commit- 
tee or  board  have  that  right,  is  not  that  exactly 
where  the  City  Council  stand  in  regard  to  this  ap- 
propriation for  incidental  expenses?  To  explain: 
Here  is  an  appropriation  of  §85,000  for  incident- 
als, 825,000  of  which  is  for  the  celebration  of  the 
250th  anniversary,  and  the  other  §60,000  go  for 
miscellaneous  expenses.  Now  I  hold  that  the 
Council  have  the  same  right  to  shift  these  items 
by  a  mere  majority  vote,  the  same  as  any  commit- 
tee or  board  have  the  right  to  shift  the  items  of 
their  appropriation.  For  that  reason  it  seems  to 
me  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  4  has  framed  his  or- 
der so  as  to  keep  it  without  the  rule.  Even  if  he 
had  not  done  so,  it  seems  to  me  the  manner  in 
which  this  order  was  passed  in  the  Aldermen  does 
not  bind  us  exactly  to  the  rule. 

Mr.  Coe — There  would  be  force  in  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  said  if  he  could  find 
in  City  Document  48— the  appropriation  bill— so 
much  for  painting,  glazing,  masonry,  etc.  But 
he  does  not  find  it  there,  and  goes  to  City* Docu- 
ment 34,  where  it  is  printed  simply  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  City  Council.  The  difference  be- 
tween the  items  for  the  appropriation  for  public 
buildings  in  City  Document  34,  and  the  item  for 
the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary,  is  that 
tbe  latter  stands  here,  in  the  appropriation  bill, 
separate,  by  itself,  as  a  distinct  and  specific  ap- 
propriation for  that  object. 

Mr.  Bailey — The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  in  regard  to  this  matter  of  entertain- 
ing visitors,  etc.,  being  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
committee,  might  be  good,  if  it  was  laid  down  in 
the  appropriation;  but  unfortunately  the  specific 
objects  for  which  this  appropriation  was  made 
were  known;  and  it  was  in  that  light  that  the  ap- 
propriation was  made.  I  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 
This  matter  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
who  made  a  report  to  this  Council.  They  were 
appointed  to  consider  the  report  upon  the  cele- 
bration of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement 
of  Boston,  and  reported  to  the  City  Council  as 
follows: 

[Mr.  Bailey  read  the  report  outlining  the  cele- 
bration, and  continued.] 

Now,  those  are  the  specific  objects  upon  which 
this  appropriation  was  made,  and  there  is  not  one 
word  about  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  com- 
mittee and  extending  the  hospitality  of  the  city 
to  distinguished  guests.  If  the  committee  had 
said  that  in  view  of  all  these  things  we  shall  in- 
vite distinguished  guests  here  and  be  obliged  to 
provide  for  their  entertainment,  it  would  have 
been  so  stated  in  the  report,  and  it  would  have 
been  one  of  the  items  upon  which  the  appropria- 
tion was  founded.  But  not  a  word  is  said  about 
it  in  the  report.  The  report  shows  conclusively 
that  the  appropriation  from  incidentals  is  the 
Tjroper  thing. 

Mr.  Swift— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to  ask 
him  a  question? 

Mr.  Bailey— Certainly. 

Mr.  Swift— He  says  the  inviting  of  visitors  was 
not  contemplated  in  the  appropiiation.  I  cer- 
tainly understood  that  to  be  included  in  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  said  they  did  not  contemplate 
providing  hospitality  for  them,  and  showing 
them  proper  respect  and  attention,  as  it  is  proper 
for  the  city  of  Boston  to,  having  invited  the  Pres- 
ident and  members  of  the  cabinet  here. 

Mr.  Swift— If  it  was  not  contemplated,  why 
should  the  committee  invite  them?    One  of  the 


first  things  the  committee  did  was  to  invite  these 
distinguished  visitors. 

Mr.  Bailey— The  gentleman  does  not  seem  to 
understand  the  difference  between  inviting  dis- 
tinguished persons  here,  and  extending  to  them 
the  hospitality  of  the  city,  or  else  he  does  not  see 
the  matter  as  I  see  it.  Now,  it  has  become  nro- 
verbial  in  every  State  in  this  country  that'the 
city  of  Boston  is  profuse  in  its  desire  to  have  all 
these  visitors  here,  and  that  the  city  takes  a 
special  pride  in  showing  them  our  surroundino-s. 
Now  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  President  and 
cabinet  and  other  distinguished  people  who  come 
here,  who  have  been  invited?  The  committee 
have  invited  them,  and  to  their  utter  astonish- 
ment they  find  that  an  immense  number  of  dis- 
tinguished people  are  coming.  It  will  be  the 
great  feature  of  the  celebration,  to  have 
these  men  —  a  great  deal  more  interest- 
ing to  me,  to  have  all  these  eminent  men 
in  the  procession,  than  the  sight  or  all  the  mili- 
tary would  be.  Now,  with  this  great  number  of 
distinguished  people  coming  here,  what  is  the 
proper  thing  for  Boston  to  do  on  that  occasion? 
Why,  to  take  carriages  and  show  them  about  the 
city,  in  addition  to  extending  to  them  the  hospi- 
tality of  the  city  while  they  are  here.  We  must 
have  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose,  besides 
having  one  for  the  proper  celebration  of  the  day. 
This  is  for  the  entertainment  of  the  men  who 
come  here.  I  say  it  is  the  proper  thing  to  take 
this  auiount  from  the  appropriation  for  Inciden- 
tals, so  that  the  committee  8hall  not  be  compelled 
to  draw  from  the  appropiiation  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  day.  It  is  merely  doing 
what  is  the  proper  thing  to  do  for  those 
who  come  here  and  help  us  to  make  the 
celebration.  Suppose  we  appropriated  §200,000, 
for  a  new  bridge,  and  after  the  bridge  got  started 
the  committee  should  say,  We  desire  to  make  a 
change  in  the  plan  of  that  bridge  and  recommend 
that  they  be  authorized  to  go  to  Philadelphia  and 
see  some  bridges  there.  Would  you  think  of 
charging  that  expense  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  bridge?  Not  at  all.  You  would  make  a  spe- 
cial appropriation  from  the  fund  for  Incidentals 
to  send  them  there.  Then  suppose,  as  my  friend 
said,  a  company  of  distinguished  engineers,  or 
the  members  of  the  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science,  should  visit  Boston,  and  the 
committee  want  to  make  arrangements  to  enter- 
tain them;  would  you  say  it  was  contemplated  in 
making  the  appropriation  for  the  bridge?  No, 
sir.  You  would  take  it  from  Incidentals,  to  show 
them  around.  1  don't  want  it  understood  that 
this  is  an  ingenious  way  to  get  round  the  10th 
joint  rule.  It.  is  a  proper  parliamentary  way  to 
meet  this  thing  that  is  to  come  ap  on  the  occa- 
sion of  and  in  connection  with  the  celebration. 
The  actual  fact  is  that  the  number  of  distin- 
guished visitors  will  be  so  great,  that  it  they 
t  ike  the  money  to  entertain  them  from  the  appro- 
priation for  the  celebration,  the  committee  will 
not  have  money  enough  to  carry  out  the  plan  for 
the  celebration.  There  is  no  dodgine  the  rule  or 
getting  round  it  in  any  way. 

Mr.  Chnstal  of  Ward  8— It  seems  to  me  that 
the  committee  has  taken  a  great  deal  of  latitude 
in  inviting  these  parties,  and  they  will  be  the 
guests  of  the  city  as  visitors.  I  don't  believe  any 
gentleman  here  will  consider  it  is  wrong  or  un- 
just to  do  so.  There  are  to  be  many  of  the  most 
eminent  public  men  of  the  country  prosent  here 
on  that  day,  and  our  citizens  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  these  eminent  people.  Considering 
that  object,  I  believe  the  appropriation  asked  for 
should  be  granted,  as  perhaps  this  will  be  the  last 
opportunity  we  shall  ever  have  of  seeing  them. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  moved  the  previous 
question. 

The  President— The  Chair  desires  to  give  his 
reasons  for  the  ruling  before  the  main  question  is 
ordered.  I  trust  gentlemen  will  entirely  confine 
their  votes  to  tie  consideration  of  the  parlia- 
mentary question  involved;  that  they  will  not 
vote  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be- 
cause they  oppose  granting  the  appropriate  n, 
or  oppose  sustaining  the  Chair  because  they 
favor  granting  the  appropriation.  The  simple 
question  before  the  Council  is  whether  or  not 
this  order  conflicts  with  joint  rule  10.  It  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  enforce  the  rules  ot  the 
Council.  If  your  opinion  agrees  with  his,  that 
this  order  is  in  conflict  with  joint  rule  16,  what- 
ever may  be  your  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the 
general  question  of  the  appropriation,  I  trust 
von    will    sustain     his    decision.      If     on      the 
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contrary,  vou  think  the  order  does  not  conflict 
with  rule  16,  then,  without  any  regard  for  the 
Chair,  I  hope  you  will  vote  not  to  sustain  his  de- 
cision. In  the  general  appropriation  bill  a  spe- 
cific appropriation  was  made  of  .$25,000  for  the 
celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Boston,  That  this  is  so  must  appear  to 
any  gentleman  who  will  look  at  the  appropria- 
tion bill.  It  was  a  specific  appropriation  of 
§25,000  for  a  specific  purpose.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  have  that  celebration  in 
charge.  When  that  committee  was  appointed 
they  had  the  right—  and  the  opinion  is  borne 
out  by  their  report  —  to  iDvite  distinguished 
guests  to  be  present.  Now,  does  any  gentleman 
who  is  a  member  of  the  City  Council  suppose  for 
a  moment  that  it  was  contemplated  by  that  com- 
mittee, or  by  any  member  of'the  City  Council, 
when  that  order  was  passed,  that  these  people 
were  to  be  invited  here  without  being  enter- 
tained by  the  City  of  Boston  ?  The  committee 
have  exceeded  the  maximum  sum  appropriated. 
Therefore  they  come  in  and  ask  for  this  addi- 
tional appropriation.  If  the  entertainment  of 
these  visitors  was  contemplated  in  the  original 
appropriation,  then  this  order  conflicts  with  rule 
16.  If  it  was  not  contemplated,  then  it  is  in 
conflict  with  the  rule.  Whichever  horn  of  the 
dilemma  you  take,  the  order  conflicts  with  the 
rule.    The  rule  is  as  follows: 

"Whenever  the  amounts  designated  and  appro- 
priated as  atoresaid  have  been  expended,  and  an 
additional  sum  is  required,  or  whenever  the  esti- 
mates for  the  completion  of  any  object,  or  for 
any  purpose,  exceed  the  appropriation  specially 
made  therefor,  or  whenever  an  expenditure  is  re- 
quired for  an  object  or  a  purpose  not  contem- 
plated at  the  time  the  appropriation  was  made, 
the  committee,  board  or  officer  having  charge 
thereof  shall  furnish  to  the  City  Council  a  de- 
tailed statement  in  print  of  the  expenditures  al- 
ready made." 

If  it  was  contemplated  that  these  people  should 
come  here  and  be  entertained,  then  the  estimates 
made  exceed  the  amount  of  the  appropriation, 
and  this  order  comes  under  the  scope  of  the  16th 
joint  rule.  If  it  was  not  contemplated  to  have 
these  people  here  and  entertain  them,  then  this 


is  an  object  or  a  purpose  not  contemplated  at  the 
time  the  appropriation  was  made,  and  the  order 
comes  under  the  rule,  ana  the  committee  are  re- 
quired to  make  a  detailed  statement  in  print  of 
the  amount  expended,  which  they  have  not  done, 
and  the  object  tor  which  the  additional 
appropriation  is  required.  Now,  gentlemen, 
the  Chair  is  simply  enforcing  the  rule  which 
has  been  adopted  for  the  guidance  of  the 
City  Council  in  making  appropriations  and 
expending  the  public  moneys.  If  you  think 
the  Chair  is  carrying  out  that  rule  I  hope  you  will 
vote  to  sustain  his  decision.  If  you  think  the 
order  is  not  in  conflict  with  the  rule,  then  I  nope 
you  will  vote  not  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  irrespective  of  the  merits  of  the  general 
question  in  regard  to  the  appropriation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9,  the  question 
upon  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained— yeas 
37,  nays  9. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bigelow,  Blakemore,  Brimbecom, 
Child,  R.  Clapp,  Coe,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty, 
Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Han- 
cock, Hart,  Hilton,  Kendricken,  Lauten,  McNa- 
mara,  Nason,  O'Dowd,  Parkman,  Peikins,  Plimp- 
ton, Pratt,  Pray,  Rogers,  N.  Sawyer,  Sibley, 
Sweetser,  Swift,  Viles,  Walsh,  Ward,  Welch, 
Wharton,  Williams— 37. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Christal,  Cro- 
nin,  Devine,  Devlin,  Greenough,  Lane,  Whitmore 
—9. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Austin,  Barry,  Bowker, 
Brown,  Denney,  Dixon,  Donahoe,  Freeman,  Ha- 
gar,  Hollis,  Hosley,  Howard,  Lovell,  Maguire, 
McLaughiin,  Morriso«,  Murphy,  H.  N.  Sawyer, 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Taylor,  Tucker, 
Wheeler,  Wyman — 24. 

Mr.  Sibley  stated  that  he  was  paired  with  Mr. 
Freeman  on  the  question  of  appropriating  the 
ten  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Coe  stated  that  he 
was  paired  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  on 
the  same  issue.  The  President  ruled  that  they 
could  vote  on  the  question  of  sustaining  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  and  they  did  so. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  12. 


4=4,2 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    18,    1880. 


Special  meeting  at  12  M.,  called  by  the  Mayor, 
Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Franklin  O. 
Reed  et  al.  for  a  street  lamp  in  Mill  street,  Ward 
4. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows  :  Samuel  B.  Peirce,  new  wooden,  four 
horses,  Glendon  street,  Ward  24;  Butcher's 
Slaughtering  and  Melting  Association,  new  addi- 
tion, four  horses,  Market  street,  Ward  24; 
American  Screw  Company,  new  wooden,  three 
horses,  Jeffries  Point,  Ward  2. 

PAPERS  FROJI  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Report  that  further  action  is  inexpedient  in  re- 
gard to  placing  inscriptions  upon  statues  and 
monuments  on  the  public  grounds.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  a  reward  of  $1009  for  detec- 
tion and  conviction  of  incendiaries. 

Alderman  Slade— I  would  ask  whether  it  is 
proper  for  us  to  pass  an  order  offering  a  reward 
for  a  fire  that  has  not  been  kindled,  and  if  we 
can  pass  a  general  order  like  that. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  don't  see  any  im- 
propriety about  it,  although  he  may  doubt  the 
expediency. 


Alderman  Slade— I  doubt  the  expediency  and 
also  the  legality.  If  a  fire  has  been  set  we  can 
offer  a  reward. 

The  Chairman  read  the  statute  authorizing 
cities  and  towns  to  offer  such  rewards. 

Alderman  Slade — Do  you  think  that  refers  to 
fires  which  have  not  occurred?  For  instance,  if 
an  incendiary  fire  has  taken  place,  we  can  offer  a 
reward;  but  can  we  offer  a  standing  reward  for 
fires  that  have  not  taken  place?  I  have  some 
doubts  about  it. 

The  Chairman— Would  n't  it  be  well  to  send  the 
order  back  to  the  Fire  Commissioners  ? 

Alderman  Slade — I  move  it  be  sent  back  to  the 
Fire  Commissioners.  I  think  we  cannot  offer  a 
reward  for  a  fire  that  has  not  taken  place. 

Alderman  Tucker— Would  n't  it  be  better  to  get 
the  information  from  the  City  Solicitor?  The 
Fire  Commissioners  are  not  supposed  to  know 
more  about  this  matter  than  this  Board  do. 

Alderman  Slade — I  think  it  better  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  have  no  objection  to  its 
being  laid  on  the  table;  but  meantime  I  think  the 
proper  source  to  get  information  from  is  the  City 
Solicitor. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  supposed  the  Fire 
Commissioners  had  some  good  "reasons  why  the 
order  should  be  passed. 

Alderman  Caton — It  seems  to  me  we  would  not 
have  authority  to  offer  this  reward. "  We  might 
anticipate  anything  else— such  as  a  murder — in 
the  same  way. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  order  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
810,000  for  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniver- 
sary of  the  settlement  of  Boston  came  up  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee.    Concurred. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Walbridge- 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    33,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  P.  M.,  Alderman   O'Brien, 
Chairman,  presiding. 


JUROBS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
September  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

HEARINGS. 

Hearings  were  held  as  follows: 

On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  on  Har- 
wich street.  No  objections.  Recommitted  to 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

On  erection  and  use  of  a  steam  engine  of  forty 
horse-power  in  a  building  in  rear  of  112  Beach 
street.  Xo  objections.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  .REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Mary  B. 
Delaney,  for  damages  for  personal  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  Maverick  square,  Aug.  7, 
1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Phineas  A. 
Stone  et  al.,  that  Cross  street,  between  Haymar- 
ket  square  and  Hanover  street,  be  re-paved  with 
granite  blocks;  1).  Eddy  et  al.,  that  Gibson  street, 
Ward  24,  be  graded  and  put  in  order;  Uriel  H. 
Crocker  et  al.,  that  Province  street  be  re-graded 
and  re-paved;  John  Magenot  et  al.,  that  Reading 
street,  Ward  20,  be  put  in  order;  John  Hollis 
et   al.,   for   crossing   across   Brighton    avenue  ; 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  lay  a  culvert  under  Saratoga 
street.  East  Boston;  George  Z.  Adams,  to  have 
the  end  of  Geneva  avenue  next  to  Warren  street 
put  in  order  and  edgestones  set;  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Coinppny,  for  location  of  poles  in  Fed- 
eral street,  outside  of  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land Railroad  Depot;  J.  C.  Wyman,  for  edge- 
stone  and  brick  sidewalk  at  28  Warwick 
street;  Alice  W.  Torrey,  for  edgestone 
on  Washington  and  Melville  avenues;  Albert  E. 
Harding,  for  edgestones  at  374  Marlborough  street ; 
petitions  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  ef  estates  of 
Miles  Muldoon,  15  Brighton  street,  Charlestown, 
F.  A.  Richardson,  Middlesex  and  Castle  streets,  F. 
A.  Richardson,  Emerald  and  Castle  streets. 
Stephen  Collins,  Stoughton  street,  Dorchester,  J. 
W.  &  J.  M.  Shapleigh,  262  Comin  jnwealth  avenue; 
L.  B.  Abbott  et  al.,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk  on  Clarence  street,  Ward  20. 

Petitions  tor  leave  to  move  wooden  building,  by 
John  S.  Blair,  from  454  Harrison  avenue  200  feet 
on  said  avenue;  John  Foley  from  221  Webster 
street  to  287  Webster  street,  Ward  2;  John  Ahem 
from  Union  avenue  to  Washington  street,  Ward 
23,  two  buildings;  B.  F.  Riokeref  a?.,  to  be  allowed 
to  dig  up  a  portion  of  Rockland  street  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  a  water  pipe;  A.  Shuman  &  Co., 
to  erect  a  lamp  post  at  440  Washington  street. 

Highland  Street  Railway,  that  Geneva  avenue 
(recently  Marston  avenue;  be  put  in  order;  Hora- 
tio A.  Glover,  that  Narragansett  street  be  pat  in 
order;  Ihomas  W.  Tuttle,  that  Sumner  street 
Ward  24,  be  put  in  order. 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Association 
relative  to  allowing  a  steam  motor  to  run  through 
the  streets  as  a  part  of  the  trades'  display  on  the 
17th  of  September  next.  (Referred  with  full  pow- 
ers, on  motion  of  Alderman  Viies). 

Mo;es  A.  D.we(  ul.,  to  haveBow  street  repaved, 
Charlestown;  L.  B.  Abbott,  for  crossing  on  Al- 
bany stree*,  Ward  20;  A.  Shuman  &  Co.,  for 
permission  to  erect  a  lamp  post  at  440  Washing- 
ton ^reet. 

I'o  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows  :  E.  O.  Fitcb,  brick,  ten  additional  horses, 
on  Buckingham  street,  Ward  10;  Mary  A.  Pope, 
wooden,  three  cows,  Wordsworth  street,  Ward  1; 
J.  A.  Smith,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  Virginia 
avenue,.  Ward  24:  William  Donaldson,  new 
wooden,  three  horses,  Woodbine  street,  Ward  21; 
Thomas  Minton,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  on  Child 
streer,  Ward  23;  R.  T.  Paine,  two  wooden  stables, 
four  horses  each,  on  Riverside  street.  Ward  19:  S. 
B.  Cunningham,  six  horses,  134  West  Fourth 
street,  South  Boston. 


To  the  Committee  on  Police.  F.  H.  Goodwin  & 
Co.,  to  be  allowf-d  to  project  flag  signs  from  the 
upper  story  of  Mechanic  Association  Building, 
corner  Avon  and  Chauncy  streets,  till  >ov.  1, 1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  William  George 
et  al.,  for  street  lamps  on  Centre  street,  Ward  23; 
L.  G.  Stone  for  street  lamps  on  Mather  street, 
Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  George  W.  Wheel- 
wright, Jr.,  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Glen  road  east- 
wardlv  from  Forest  Hills  street;  Edwin  J.  Chute 
et  al.,' lor  a.  sewer  in  Reading  street,  between 
Maiden  lane  and  Swett  street;  Ellen  Lennon  et 
al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Ellery  street,  between  Swett 
and  Boston  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  J.  H.  Chad- 
wick  et  al.,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  August 
28,  for  a  political  meeting. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  domination 
of  Superintendents  of  Bridges.  Peter  Deighan, 
for  the  position  of  draw  tender. 

SOUTH  BOSTON"  B.  B.  CO.'S  DEPOT  LUTE  OF  CABS. 

The  following  was  received — 

Boston  Police  cojqiissionebs,  i 
Aug.  21, 1880.  ) 
'o  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston:  Gentlemen — A  question  has  aris- 
en as  to  the  right  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  to  run  its  Blue  Line  of  cars,  so  called, 
between  the  southern  and  northern  depots  with- 
out running  said  cars  to  South  Boston.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen,  by  an  order  passed  March  24, 
1S79.  having  granted  authority  to  run  said  line,  as 
the  said  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  claim, 
without  running  to  South  Boston,  the  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners  respectfully  request  your 
honorable  Board  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor  upon  the  question. 

For  the  Board. 

F.  J.  Goldthwait, 

Clerk. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  paving,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Flynn. 

extension  of  htjntlngton  avexce. 
The  following  was  received: 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council: 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  City  Council  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  extension  of  Huntington  avenue,  from 
its  present  terminus  at  Camden  street  to  Parker 
street. 

Hitherto  it  has  not  seemed  advisable  to  make 
this  extension  until  the  improvement  of  the  park 
lands  was  more  fully  developed,  and  until  the 
abutters  on  the  line  of  the  extension  should  coop- 
erate with  the  city  in  such  a  manner  that  the  land 
damages  would  be  found  to  be  comparatively 
small,  if  any. 

The  commissioners  have,  however,  recently  re- 
ceived a  petition,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  at- 
tache J,  setting  forth  that  a  large  tract  of  land, 
embracing  upwards  of  six  (6)  acres,  and  border- 
ing upon  the  proposed  extension,  is  about  to  be 
improved  by  the  erection  of  buildings  thereon  for 
the  Xew  England  Manufacturers'  and  Mechan- 
ics' Institute,  and  in  view  of  this  early  im- 
provement of  the  land  in  question,  they  have 
made  some  investigations  as  to  the  feasibility  of 
extending  Huntington  avenue  as  far  as  Parker 
street,  at  the  present  time,,  and  also  as  to  the 
terms  upon  which  the  land  needed  for  it  could  be 
obtained. 

The  result  of  their  inquiries  up  to  the  present 
time  shows  the  commissioners  that  while  some  of 
the  abuttors  are  willing  to  give  their  land  for  the 
street,  and  others,  whose  estates  are  more  advan- 
tageously situated  with  regard  to  access  from 
public  ways,  will  dispose  of  their  land  at  a  mod- 
erate price,  there  are  others  who  ask  what  may 
be  considered  as  unreasonably  high  prices,  and 
that  as  a  whole  the  extension  cannot  now  be 
made  without  considerable  expenditure  of  money 
by  the  citv. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  commissioners 
deem  it  proper  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  City' 
Government — whether  an  appropriation  should 
now  be  made  and  the  improvement  carried 
through  at  the  present  time;  there  beingno  money 
now  at  the  disposal  of  this  Board  which  could  be 
devoted  to  this  proposed  extension. 

Respectfully  submitted,   by  order  of  the  Board 
of  Street 'Commissioners. 

J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Street  Commissioners  of 

the  City  of  Boston : 

Respectfully  represents,  the  New  England  Man- 
ufacturers' and  Mechanics'  Institute,  a  corpora- 
tion duly  established  by  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  and  having  its  usual 
place  of  business  in  said  city  of  Boston,  that  it 
has  procured  for  its  location  six  and  a  third  (6%) 
acres  of  land  situated  between  Camden  and  Par- 
ker streets  in  said  city,  and  fronting  for  a  dis- 
tance of  tour  hundred  and  fifty-four  and  23-100 
(454 23-100)  feet  on  the  extension  of  Huntington 
avenue  as  proposed  by  the  Park  Commissioners 
and  shown  on  a  plan  dated  1877,  of  the  "Back 
Bay  Park,"  so  called,  Issued  from  the  Department 
of  the  Park  Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Boston; 
that  your  petitioners  propose  to  erect  upon  said 
land  so  procured  a  large,  commodions  and  elegant 
building  to  cover  five  (5)  acres,  more  or  less,  of  land , 
as  and  for  a  permanent  Exhibition  Building  in 
which,  at  a  fixed  time  every  year,  shall  be  given, 
under  the  auspices  of  your  petitioners,  exhibi- 
tions and  fairs  of  the  products  of  the  manufac- 
turing and  mechanical  skill,  ingenuity  and  labor 
of  the  industrial  classes  of  New  England  and  of 
the  world; 

That  your  petitioners  confidently  expect  that 
the  fairs  which  shall  be  so  given  will  surpass,  in 
many  important  appointments,  any  hitherto 
given  in  this  country  or  in  Europe;  that  they 
cannot  fail  to  attract  large  numbers  of  people 
from  other  States  and  nations,  as  exhibitors, 
purchasers  or  spectators,  and  in  this  way  will 
become  of  great  pecuniary  benefit,  not  alone  to 
those  directly  interested  as  exhibitors,  but  like- 
wise to  the  business  portion  of  this  city,  whose 
trade  cannot  avoid  increasing  by  the  temporary 
(perhaps  the  permanent)  increase  to  the  popula- 
tion; that  they  will  likewise  prove  beneficial  to 
the  city  in  other  ways, — in  fact  in  any  and  all 
the  manifold  ways  in  which  any  enterprise  prom- 
ising to  attain  large  dimensions  necessarily 
proves  to  the  neighborhood  of  its  location. 

Your  petitioners  believe  that  said  building, 
when  completed,  will  be  considered  and  will 
prove  to  be  an  ornament  to  the  city,  and,  when 
not  in  use  for  exhibition  purposes,  of  distinct 
and  separate  utility  and  convenience  to  its  citi- 
zens; that  it  will  be,  without  doubt,  of  admirable 
adaptability  to  other  uses  besides  the  holding  of 
fair — some  of  which  your  petitioners  propose  per- 
sonally to  inaugurate— such  as  the  formation  in 
one  portion  thereof  of  a  mechanical  library,  in 
another  of  a  mechanical  museum,  in  which  the 
books  and  models,  so  much  sought  after  by  the 
scientific  workman  and  student,  so  seldom  to  be 
procured,  shall  be  preserved,  collected  and  ar- 
ranged for  reference  by  those  who  are  interested. 

Your  petitioners  represent  an  institution  in 
many  respects  unparalleled  in  the  world,  in  all 
respects  called  for  by  the  exigencies  of  the  time; 
they  fill  a  desideratum  long  awaited  b  .  New  Eng- 
land's industrial  classes;  they  have  been  cor- 
dially welcomed  by  the  best  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, and  comprehend  in  their  list  of  share- 
holders many  of  the  heaviest  taxpayers  of  the 
city.  Conscious  of  one  single  purpose  only,  that 
of  improving  the  facilities  of  industrial  educa- 
tion and  the  character  of  New  England's  manu- 
factures, they  cannot,  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
ceal from  themselves  that  their  institution  must 
needs  be  of  great  and  peculiar  consequence  to 
the  precise  locality  in  which  they  have  deter- 
mined to  centralize  their  forces. 

They  therefore  feel  that  they  deserve  well  of 
the  city  of  Boston  in  which  they  have  located,  and 
desire  to  state,  that  after  much  search  they  have 
been  able  to  find  no  other  tract  of  land  large 
enough  and  suitable  to  their  puruoses  except  the 
one  heretofore  referred  to,  which  however  has  no 
street  or  avenue  leading  to  it.  Their  land  needs 
a  frontage,  not  on  proposed  street  or  avenue,  but 
on  an  actu.il  and  real  one,  and  unless  Hunting- 
ton avenue  is  extended,  at  least  as  far  as  Parker 
street  from  Camden  street,  its  present  terminus, 
no  means  of  easy  access  to  your  petitioners'  land 
is  to  be  found  and  the  further  prosecution  of  your 
petitioners'  plans  is  greatly  impeded  if  not  alto- 
gether prevented. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  pray  that  Hunting- 
ton avenue  be  extended  from  Camden  street  to 
Parker  street,  —  and  as  much  farther  as  your 
Honors  shall  deem  fit,— as  proposed  by  the  Park 
Commissioners,  and  in  accordance  with  ths  plan 
before  referred  to.  And  they  desire  that  the 
same  shall  be  done  as  soon  as  practicable,  since 
they  wish  to  commence  their  building  and  the 
filling  up  of  their  land,  in  order  to  give  their  first 


fair  on   the  first  Wednesday  of  September,  A.  D 
1881.  James  L.  Little,  President. 

E.  R.  Mudge. 

C.  A.  Grinnell. 
Louis  Prang. 
Edward  Kendall. 
Thomas  Boyd. 

F.  A.  Walker. 
John  F.  Wood. 
James  N.  Work. 
Frederick  W.  Griffin. 
Henry  Mason. 
George  L.  Damon. 
William  B.  Morrill. 
R.  C.  Graves. 

Executive  Committee  of  the  Petitioners'  Cor- 
poration. 
The  undersigned,  stockholders  in  the  New  Eng- 
land Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics'  Institute, 
and  mostly  taxpayers  and  citizens  of  Boston, 
desire  to  express  their  confidence  in  the  allega- 
tions of  the  foregoing  petition  and  their  hope  that 
said  petition  will  be  granted. 

George  F.  Clough. 
J.  B.  Richardson. 
Goodnow  &  Wightman. 

J.  W.  VlNAL. 

E.  H.  Ashcroft 
(Treasurer  Ashcroft  Manufacturing  Co). 
Kimball  Brothers. 
Morss  &  Whyte. 
E.  F.  Waters,  Treasurer. 
A.  L.  Coolidge. 
E.  R.  Mudge,  Sawyer  &  Co. 
Rice,  Kendall  &  Co. 
Mason  &  Hamlin  Organ  Co. 

(Henry  Mason,  Treasurer.) 
N.  Henry  Crafts. 
Craig  &  Tucker. 
Isaac  Fenno  &  Co. 
C.  M.  Blake. 
M.  W.  Carr  &  Co. 
Jarvis  Furnaoe  Co. 
Referred  to  the  Joint   Committee  on  Streets. 
Sent  down. 

FIRES    AND    ALARMS    FOR   JULY. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners, 
giving  the  fires  and  alarms  for  July,  was  received 
and  sent  down. 

release  from  house  of  correction. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of 
the  Board,  in  favor  of  granting  the  application  of 
Timothy  Kane  for  release  from  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection.   Accepted. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  SEPTEMBER  CELEBRATION. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  of  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  the  250th  Anniversary  of  the  Settlement  of 
Boston  requesting  an  additional  appropriation, 
with  an  order  appropriating  $10,000  for  the 
celebration  of  said  anniversary,  by  the  transfer 
of  that  amount  from  the  appropriation  for  inci- 
dental expenses,  would  respectfully  report,  that 
if  in  the  judgment  of  the  Council  such  additional 
appropriation  should  be  granted,  it  should  not  be 
taken  from  the  appropriation  for  incidental 
expenses,  as  all  the  same  is  needed  for  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  made,  but  that  the 
following  order  should  be  passed  instead  of  the 
same.  For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  Appropriation  for  250th  Anni- 
versary the  sum  of  $10,000. 

Alderman  Flynn  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  know  that  I  ought  to 
say  a  word  against  that.  I  am  very  sorry  the 
committee  have  found  it  necessary  to  go  quite  le 
far  as  they  have.  It  seems  to  me  they  should 
have  got  up  this  celebration  within  the  bounds  of 
the  $25,000.  I  said  the  other  day,  and  I  don't 
know  but  I  might  have  been  misunderstood,  that, 
if  the  committee  had  gone  beyond  the  $25,000,  I 
did  n't  know  but  we  should  have  to  help  them 
out.  I  did  n't  think  the  money  should  be  appro- 
priated until  after  it  is  spent.  I  say  now  that,  if 
the  committee  find  that  they  cannot  get  along 
with  that  amount,  1  should  be  glad  to  appropriate 
it  for  them.  I  don't  know  but  they  can  make  it 
appear  that  they  need  it. 

Alderman  Flynn— The  committee  do  not  feel 
authorized  to  go  and  spend  a  single  dollar  beyond 
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the  sum  appropriated  by  the  City  Council.  It  is 
not  the  way  to  do  business.  I  don't  like  the  way 
the  Alderman  puts  it.  We  have  come  before  the 
City  Council  in  good  faith,  and  asked  for  this 
additional  appropriation  before  making  expendi- 
tures beyond  the  amount  already  appropriated. 
If  you  don't  give  it  to  us,  of  course  we  will  be 
obliged  to  curtail  some  arrangements  we  have 
made,  and  keep  within  the  bounds  of  the  §25,000. 
But  the  committee  feel  that  they  cannot  give 
such  an  entertainment  and  celebration  en  that 
day  as  the  public  demand,  for  the  amount  of 
money  already  appropriated.  The  thing  has  real- 
ly grown  upon  the  committee  themselves.  It  is 
a  larger  thing  than  they  expected  it  would  be. 
Twenty-five  thousand  dollars  will  not  pay  the 
bills  if  the  programme  as  proposed  is  ca:  -ied  out. 

Alderman  Viles — I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
that  it  is  a  larger  thing  than  we  expected  it  would 
be.  We  thought  $25,000  asked  for  would  be  suffi- 
cient. It  proves  to  be  much  larger  than  we  ex- 
pected, and  I  believe  the  taxpayers  think  §25,000 
is  an  ample  sum  to  spend  for  such  a  celebration. 
We  all  remember  how  the  Alderman  from  East 
Boston  came  here  and  asked  for  §200  additional 
for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  in  East 
Boston;  we  voted  it,' and  it  ended  in  smoke.  I 
hope  the  committee  will  have  more  to  show  for 
their  money  than  East  Boston  did. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — As  the  Alderman  from 
South  Boston  says,  there  appears  to  be  some  mis- 
understanding about  this  matter.  It  is  reported 
that  the  committee  have  got  their  foot  into  this 
business.  There  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it. 
The  committee  intend  to  live  within  the  appro- 
priation of  §25,000,  if  the  City  Council  insist  upon 
it.  But  after  some  two  or  three  months'  experi- 
ence in  this  matter,  they  come  here  in  good  faith 
and  state  that  they  cannot  do  it  with  §25,000. 
You  remember  that  early  in  the  session  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  look  into  this  matter. 
Their  report  was  mere  guess  work.  The  last  com- 
mittee had  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  celebra- 
tion. They  had  to  look  into  the  matter  of 
illuminations,  decorations,  and  other  matters,  as 
to  what  they  would  cost.  After  going  into  it  prac- 
tically we  found  that  the  committee  originally 
appointed  did  not  cover  the  work  to  be  done. 
Therefore,  we  come  before  the  City  Council  and 
ask  for  an  additional  sum  after  having  obtained 
additional  light  upon  the  subject.  This  is  noth- 
ing new  for  the  City  Council  to  consider.  For  in- 
stance :  There  are  two  works  now  going  on  which 
will  cost  a  great  deal  more  than  the  committee 
or  the  parties  who  had  them  under  consideration 
first  estimated.  The  Alderman  from  the  North 
End  is  one  of  the  Directors  for  .Public  Institu- 
tions, and  two  years  ago  we  appropriated  by 
transfers  §43,500  to  build  an  addition  to  the  Mar- 
cella-street  Home.  We  afterwards  appropriated 
§25,000  to  complete  the  building,  and  this  year  we 
also  appropriated  §17,000  for  the  same  purpose, 
because  the  architect  and  the  directors  under- 
estimated the  work  they  had  to  do.  It  is  very 
common  for  committees  to  be  compelled  to  step 
outside  of  the  original  appropriation,  when  they 
come  to  look  into  and  consider  all  the  work  they 
have  to  do.  I  might  also  illustrate  by  another 
matter,  that  the  Alderman  from. the  West  End 
must  be  familiar  with.  Three  years  ago  we  ap- 
propriated §350,000  to  build  our  English  High  and 
Latin  School.  I  was  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
that  time,  and  it  was  distinctly  stated  that  $350,- 

000  would  cover  the  entire  cost  of  the  building. 
But  since  that  appropriation  was  made  by  the 
City  Council,  we  have  voted  §35,000  and  $68,000 
for  the  same  purpose,  making  $103,000  extra  that 
has  been  appropriated  for  the  High  School  build- 
ing. I  merely  state  these  facts  to  show  that  it  is 
nothing  uncommon  for  a  committee,  after  going 
practically  into  their  work,  to  find  out  that  they 
have  n't  money  enough  to  carry  it  through  suc- 
cessfully, and  that  this  committee,  in  asking  for 
$10,000  after  having  had  some  practical  experience 
in  the  matter,  feel  that  the  City  Council  ought  to 
grant  them  §10,000  additional,  in  order  to  sustain 
the  reputation  which  the  city  of  Boston  has  always 
had  for  hospitality  on  such  occasions.  If  the 
City  Council  say  they  must  live  within  the  $25,000, 
the  committee  are  ready  to  do  it;  but  they  recom- 
mend that  the  City  Council  give  them  this  addi- 
tional $10,000  in  order  to  keep  up  the  well-known 
reputation  of  the  city  on  such  occasions.  It  has 
always  been  looked  upon  as  a  matter  that  the 
committee  are  interested  in.    Now,  for  my  part, 

1  had  sooner  be  off  that  committee  than  on  it.  I 
say  that   any  member  of   this  City  Government 


who  is  on  a  committee  and  has  charge  of  a  cele- 
bration which  is  to  cause  an  expenditure  of 
§25,000  or  §30,000  is  to  be  pitied.  What  other  peo- 
ple look  upon  as  something  pleasant  and  enjoy- 
able he  cannot  see  it.  He  has  all  the  trouble  and 
all  the  work  to  do,  and  if  he  don't  give  satisfac- 
tion, why,  everybody  is  down  on  him. 

Alderman  Slade — I  think  the  Alderman  has  got 
things  a  little  mixed  on  the  High  School.  I  can- 
not say  he  has,  for  I  have  n't  the  figures  with  me. 
My  impression  is  that  the  cost  of  the  High  School 
building  has  been  kept  within  the  appropriation. 
The  portion  of  this  appropriation  which  he  has 
referred  to  is  for  furnishing  the  building,  which 
was  never  contemplated  in  the  original  estimate. 
But  that  is  neither  here  nor  there.  In  building 
a  schoolhouse  we  shall  have  something  for  our 
money;  but  in  this  matter,  as  the  Alderman  on  my 
righc  said,  it  will  all  end  in  smoke.  I  don't 
find  any  fault  with  the  committee  at  all. 
But  I  think  they  have  gone  further  in  the 
matter  of  inviting  out  the  military  than  anybody 
expected  they  would.  To  invite  the  militia  of  the 
whole  State  to  turn  out  on  that  parade  is  going 
too  far,  in  my  judgment;  but  the  committee 
don't  think  so,  and  I  don't  propose  to  find  fault 
with  them.  I  am  very  sure  that  we  shall  get  up 
a  procession  that  shall  be  so  large  and  so  long 
that  we  shall  wish  it  is  done  before  we  get  com- 
menced. All  the  trades  display  is  without  ex- 
pense to  the  city,  and  I  suppose  the  §25,000  goes 
mostly  for  the  military,  or  a  large  part  of  it;  and 
I  don't  know  where  else  it  is  going.  If  I  were  on 
that  committee  I  should  try  to"  drop  off  the 
militia  of  the  State  further  than  the  militia  of 
our  own  city. 

Alderman  O'Brien — There  was  one  fact  the  com- 
mittee considered  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
The  militia  of  Massachusetts  will  turn  out  in  a 
new  uniform  on  the  17th  of  September.  The  uni- 
form will  be  the  same  for  the  militia  all  over  the 
State.  Well,  I  think  one  of  the  best  sights  in  that 
procession  will  be  the  four  or  five  thousand 
militia  of  Massachusetts  dressed  in  their  new  uni- 
forms. They  will  have  to  stand  side  by  side  with 
three  regiments  from  New  York,  and  companies 
from  Chicago  and  other  distant  places,  and  I  be- 
lieve our  militia  ought  to  have  a  chance  to  make 
as  fine  an  appearance  on  that  occasion  as  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  make.  If  the  Alderman  will 
refer  to  the  records  of  three  years  ago,  he  will 
find  that  the  original  appropriation  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  high  school  was  $350,000;  and  since 
that  time,  as  I  have  enumerated,  over  §100,000 
have  been  called  for  to  finish  it  up.  But 
then,  it  is  nothing  uncommon,  as  I  have  said  be- 
fore, for  a  committee,  or  even  a  department,  to 
find  that  the  actual  cost  of  an  enterprise  will  ex- 
ceed the  original  appropriation,  after  they  have 
got  into  the  piactical  details  of  the  matter. 

Alderman  Viles — I  think  the  Alderman's  illus- 
tration about  the  Marcella-street  Home  is  not  a 
parallel  case,  for  there  we  get  something  tangi- 
ble to  show  for  our  money,  but  in  this  we  get 
nothing  we  can  lay  our  hands  on.  It  is  all  for 
amusement.  It  is  true  we  exceeded  our  appro- 
priation on  the  Marcella-street  Home  building, 
but  we  made  up  the  estimates  in  the  winter,  and 
everybody  knows  the  price  of  material  increased 
from  fifty  to  a  hundred  per  cent.,  and  we  were 
delayed  so  long  in  getting  the  plans  that  we  could 
not  make  contracts  until  after  the  price  had 
risen. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  did  not  rise  to  find  fault 
with  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  or  the 
City  Architect.  I  merely  wanted  to  illustrate  the 
statement  that  it  is  not  very  uncommon  for  com- 
mittees, boards  and  architects  to  make  their  esti- 
mates under  the  actual  cost  of  the  work  they  in- 
tend to  do. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed — 
yeas  9,  nays  3. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  Caton,Flynn, 
O'Brien,  Thorndike,  Tucker,  Whitten,  Woolley— 9 

Nays — Aldermen  Slade,  Viles,  Walbridge— 3. 

Alderman  Flynn  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

SOOTH  END  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Library,  who  were  re- 
quested to  ascertain  whether  ox  not  a  suitable  lot 
of  land  can  be  procured  on  or  near  West  Newton 
street  as  a  location  for  the  South  End  Branch  Li- 
brary, beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  made  in- 
quiry, but  have  not  found  any  site  more  suitable 
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than  those  which  have  already  be6n  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  City  Council. 

Accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  on  motion  of  Alderman  f  horndike.  Sent 
down. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn,forthe  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  land  taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  laying 
out  and  widening  streets,  as  follows :  Isaac  Adams, 
$8200,  widening  of  South  street;  Sarah  E.  Hol- 
land, Ruth  A.  Gane,  Henrietta  Whitney,  Sarah 
E.  West  and  Thomas  S.  Holland.  §27,  widening  of 
Beach  street;  Levina  M.  Mcintosh,  $1299,  widen- 
ing of  West  Cottage  street;  John  F.  Noonan, 
$2500,  extension  of  Broadway  from  Albany  street 
to  WashingtOL  street. 

Severally  passed. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Flynn,  from  the  Committee  on  Ar- 
mories, offered  an  order — That  there  he  allowed 
and  paid  Messrs.  L.  G-.  Burnham  &  Co.  the  sum 
of  $24.84  and  J.  A.  Doe,  Jr.,  the  sum  of  $5,  the 
same  being  bills  for  fuel  furnished  armory  of 
Battel y  A,  Wareham  street,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Armories.    Passed. 

PERMIT  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
dition to  occupy  stables  as  follows:  Butchers' 
Slaughtering  &  Melting  Association,  Market 
street,  Ward  25;  William  R.  Reeve,  Lincoln  street, 
Ward  24;  William  H.  Leatherbee,  Albany  street, 
Ward  16;  Samuel  B.  Peirce,  Glendale  street,  Ward 
24;  American  Screw  Company,  Jeffries  Point, 
Ward  2.    Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Report  and  order  for  hearing  on  Sept.  6,  at  4  P. 
M.,  on  expediency  of  building  a  sewer  in  Dix 
street,  Dorchester.    Order  passed. 

Orders  to  build  sewers  in  St.  James  avenue, 
between  Clarendon  street  and  the  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts;  in  Essex-street  extension,  between 
South  and  Federal  streets;  in  Melville  avenue 
(Dorchester),  between  Washington  and  Allston 
streets,  and  in  Allston  street,  Detween  Mellville 
avenue  and  Mather  street;  in  Devon  street  (Rox- 
bury).    Orders  severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  $10  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  John  Hartman  for  a  sewer  in 
Ward  street.    Passed. 

BARREL  WAGONS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  a  petition  from  J 
H.  Eames,  manufacturer  of  barrels  for  sugar 
refineries  in  this  city,  which  have  heretofore 
been  transported  through  the  city  in  racks  made 
for  the  purpose,  representing  that  after  consul- 
tation with  the  horse-railroad  companies  and 
others,  a  vehicle  has  been  designed  that  will  bet- 
ter answer  the  purpose  than  the  size  prescrined 
in  the  ordinance  recently  passed,  and  requesting 
that  he  may  be  heard  in  relation  thereto. 

Alderman  Tucker  moved  that  the  communica- 
tion be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Alderman  Flynn— If  that  petition  is  put  in  here 
for  the  purpose  of  gaining  more  time,  I  shall 
move  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table.  My  own  im- 
pression is  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  more 
time,  and  not  conforming  to  theordinance~-s  they 
were  requested  to  do  a  month  ago.  The  thirty 
days  expired  over  ten  days  ago,  and  yet  these 
parties  have  not  shown  the  slightest  dispositi'-n 
to  conform  to  the  ordinance.  I  have  sesn  the 
proposed  plan  for  changing  these  wagons,  and  it 
seems  to  me  it  would  not  benefit  or  help  the  mat- 
ter a  bit  more  than  the  old  wagon  did.  For  in- 
stance, they  are  going  to  build  out  a  wing  wagon, 
that  will  not  conform  to  the  ordinance,  and 
they  say  they  can  DUt  it  on  a  five-foot 
axle,  whereas  on  the  other  they  will  be 
obliged  to  put  it  on  a  ten-foot  axle,  or  make  the 
width  of  the  team  ten  feet,  thereby  preventing 
the  horse-cars  from  passing  them.  The  fact  is, 
they  now  have  to  go  over  to  one  side  of  the  street 
in  order  to  allow  horse  cars  to  pass  them.  I  be- 
lieve the  petition  is  put  in  here  to  gain  time  and 
delay  this  matter. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  Alderman  is  entirely 
wrong.  The  parties  have  had  a  consultation  with 
the  horse-railroad  managers.  It  is  utterly  impos- 
sible for  them  to  pass  with  a  barrel  rack  like  the 
one  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


The  modification  made  by  the  proposed  plan  will 
no  doubt  enable  them  to  overcome  all  these  ob- 
stacles, and  the  rack  that  will  be  used  will  not  be 
as  objectionable  as  the  one  proposed  in  the  ordi- 
nance recently  passed  regulating  the  size  of  vehi- 
cles. I  think  the  idea  of  Mr.  Collins,  the  counsel 
for  the  parties,  is  to  get  this  matter  before  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  ju»t  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. He  has  the  plans,  and  I  think  others 
have  plans.  There  is  no  disposition  to 
delay  the  matter  at  all.  It  is  utterly  im- 
possible for  the  manufacturer  of  the  barrels  to 
use  the  rack  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  I  do  not  think  the  Alderman  need 
be  at  all  afraid  of  this  matter.  I  believe  it  is  all 
in  good  faith,  and  he  will  find  it  so. 

Alderman  Slade — I  have  not  a  particle  of  sym- 
pathy for  these  men  in  this  matter  of  the  barrel 
wagons— not  one  single  particle.  Months  and 
months  ago  we  were  talking  this  matter  over,  and 
trying  to  get  these  men  to  make  a  wagon  that 
they  could  go  through  the  streets  with,  and  they 
held  off  and  would  do  nothing  about  it.  1  said  if 
those  men  had  made  any  proposition  and  showed 
any  plan  to  help  the  city  out,  they  could  have 
done  it  then.  Now,  after  they  cannot  go  an  inch 
farther,  they  come  here  and  beg  for  more  time, 
and  try  to  do  something.  I  do  not  know  hardly 
what  to  do  with  this  matter.  I  feel  like  indefi- 
nitely postponing  this  petition,  and  letting  them 
make  a  wagon,  or  try  to  make  one,  or  letting 
them  show  some  disposition  that  they  intend  to 
do  something  to  help  the  city  out  of  the  dilemma 

Alderman  Tucker— I  do  not  tnink  the  Alder- 
man understands  the  matter.  The  Committee  on 
Ordinances  have  reported  something  that  cannot 
be  used  in  the  streets  at  all. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  think  it  is  intended 
by  the  ordinance  to  bring  the  wheels  eight  feet 
apart.  They  can  build  a  rack  that  will  fit  a  five- 
foot  axle.  I  do  not  understand  the  ordinance  re- 
quires them  to  build  a  wagon  eight  feet  wide  on 
the  axle.     I  know  they  cannot  do  it. 

Alderman  Breck — The  ordinance  leaves  it  op- 
tional with  them  to  build  their  axles  to  an  extent 
not  exceeding  ten  feet  in  width.  They  think 
that  if  they  can  build  it  up  to  carry  300  barrels, 
they  can  build  it  up  from  the  axle  and  let  it  Hare 
a  little  outward,  and  that  will  be  better  than  a 
ten  foot  axle.  Mr.  Collins  came  to  me  on  his  re- 
turn from  Europe,  with  Mr.  Eames,  and  asked  me 
if  I  could  do  anything  to  have  action  taken  so 
that  no  complaints  might  be  made  for  a  certain 
time.  I  told  him  it  was  out  of  my  power,  and 
I  didn't  think  the  committee  could  do  anything 
about  it.  He  wanted  me  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  I  consulted  with  the 
City  Clerk,  who  thought  the  committee  on  ordi- 
nances had  no  more  power  than  any  other 
committee,  as  the  matter  had  been  passed 
by  both  branches  of  the  City  Council, 
but  I  concluded  to  call  a  meeting  and 
did  so.  We  had  Mr.  Collins  and  Mr.  Eames 
before  us,  but  the  members  of  the  committee  ob- 
jected to  hearing  them,  as  we  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter  and  no  power  to  act.  Then  they 
wanted  to  know,  if  they  put  in  a  petitlon.whether 
it  would  be  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. I  told  them  I  had  no  doubt  we  would 
hear  them,  if  they  thought  they  could  make  it 
appear  that  they  intended  to  make  a  vehicle  that 
would  meet  the  requirements  better  than  the 
present  one.  Mr.  Eames  and  Mr.  Collins  told  me 
they  were  ready  to  go  to  work  at  once  and  make 
alterations  in  the  vehicle,  and  I  understood  they 
had  already  commenced  it.  I  think  it  will  do  no 
harm  to  have  it  go  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, as  one  or  two  members  of  the  committee 
said  they  were  willing  to  hear  it. 

Alderman  Flynn — If  the  reference  has  to  be 
made  it  will  have  to  go  to  the  Common  Council, 
which  does  not  meet  until  the  second  Thursday 
in  September.  Now,  as  I  said,  I  believe  these 
parties  ask  for  this  delay  in  order  that  they  may 
go  ahead  and  continue  to  run  those  wagons.  It 
is  well  known  that  they  have  n't  attempted  to 
change  the  racks  yet,  and  are  wailing  for  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  to  change  the  ordi- 
nance if  it  can  be  changed.  I  move  that  the  pe- 
tition be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  between  now 
and  the  next  meeting  the  members  of  the  Board 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  determine  whether 
these  parties  intend  to  conform  to  the  ordinance, 
and  whether  they  have  made  any  attempt  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Tucker— They  have  aiready  begun  to 
make  the  change,  and  the  condition  is  such  that 
they  can  make  one  a  week,  according  to  the  plan 
proposed.    They  are  already  working  upon  one 
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wagon  to  show  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
under  that  plan. 

Alderman  Flynn — Is  the  gentleman  aware  that 
they  are  driving  those  large  teams  with  four 
horses,  instead  of  bringing  in  the  same  number 
of  barrels  with  two  two-horse  teams  ? 

Alderman  Tucker— I  don't  know. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  do, Mr.  Chairman,  andother 
members  of  the  Board  saw  one  ot  the  wagons  at 
South  Boston.  In  my  opinion  it  is  only  intended 
to  gain  time,  and  that  they  don't  intend  to  con- 
form to  the  ordinance. 

The  petition  was  laid  upon  the  table— 10  for, 
22  against. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  desire  now  to  give  notice 
that  unless  this  ordinance  is  enforced  by  the 
proper  officer — the  Inspector  of  Wagons  and 
Teams— I  shall  bring  in  an  order  asking  for  his 
removal,  or  that  some  action  be  taken  by  the 
Police  Commissioners  in  relation  to  the  matter. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  don't  see  any  necessity  for 
that,  as  the  right  of  petition  is  denied  them. 

Alderman  Viles — I  would  suggest  that  these 
parties  get  one  of  these  wagons  into  the  17th  of 
September  procession  where  we  can  all  see  it  and 
judge  of  its  merits. 

Alderman  Slade— I  would  suggest  also  that 
these  men  can  hitch  up  a  Iwo-horse  wagon  any 
day,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
carry  four-horse  wagons  through  the  city. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  in  favor  of  the  approval  of 
the  transfer  of  lease  of  cellar  No.  18,  Faneuil  Hall 
Market,  by  Nathan  Robbins  to  Isaac  Locke.  Ac- 
cented. 

FANfcUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  reports  frorn  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
the  use  of  said  hall  to  S.  B.  Stebbms  et  al.,  for 
use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  Sept.  18,  1880,  and  to  J.  H. 
Chadwick  and  others  on  Aug.  28.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

PERMIT   FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing petitions  of  William  Beeching,  to  locate  and 
use  a  steam  engine  at  61-63  Blackstone  street;  and 
Potter  &  Watson,  for  same,  at  111  Beach  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  Timo- 
thy Ahem  to  move  three  buildings  across  Dudley 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  Hanlon 
&  Co.  that  the  pipe  connecting  their  store  and 
workrooms  on  Tamworth  street  be  allowed  to  re- 
main.   Accepted. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Mon- 
day, Sept.  13th  next,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  My,  on 
petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to 
lay  down  a  double  track  on  Meridian-street 
Bridge.    Order  passed. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  Hanlon 
&  Co.,  that  the  pipe  connecting  their  store  and 
work  rooms  on  Tamworth  street  be  allowed  to 
remain.    Accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Henry  Morgan  for  removal  of  the  telegrpph  pole 
near  Morgan  Chapel.    Accepted. 

Orders  to  cover  with  the  Abbott  asphalt  pave- 
ment the  cobble-stone  pavement  on  Spring- 
street,  between  Allen  and  Poplar  streets,  estimat- 
ed co9t  $600;  on  Cooper  street,  between  Charles- 
town  and  Sullivan  streets,  $450;  on  Poplar  street, 
between  Spring  and  Charles  streets,  $1800.  Sev- 
erally passed. 

Orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of  W. 
K.  Brown,  Forest  Hills  street;  J.  W.  Field,  Mel- 
ville avenue;  G.  W.  Wheatland,  Jr.,  Marlborough 
street;  James  M.  Conlan,  24-26-28  Vale  street; 
Mary  E.  B.  Huse,  Walnut  street.  Severally 
passed. 

Orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
on  the  westerly  side  of  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Dudlev  and  Bartlett  streets;  W.  A.  Bowd- 
lear,  20-22  Clifford  street;  J.  W.  Tobey,  327  Com- 
monwealth avenue;  Martha  A.  McKay,  Dorches- 
ter avenue;  Catherine  Lynch,  25  East  Eighth 
street;  Thomas  McFarland,  Cabot  street; 
Frank  H.  Skinner,  372  Marlborough  street; 
Samson  N.  Tentler,  218  West  Seventh 
street;  William  O'Brien,  139  West  Sixth 
street;    Charles    A.     Davis,      Wilmont     street; 


James  R.  Upham,  12  and  14  Hancock  street;  J. 
R.  Glover,  24  Mather  street;  R.  H.  Jenness,  26 
Mather  street;  Joseph  D.  Tallon,  142  Ruggles 
street;  on  Eutaw  street,  between  Border  and 
Meridian  streets;  of  Catherine  Balduff,  307  and 
309  West  Third  street;  Joseph  Herthorn,  179  West 
Seventh  street.    Severally  passed. 

ELEVATED    RAILROAD    PETITIONS. 

Alderman  Slade  presented  the  following  peti- 
tions in  regard  to  elevated  railroads,  and  on  his 
motion  orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  Sept.  13,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M,: 
To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Aldermen    of  the 

City  of  Boston,  in    the  county  of  Suffolk  and 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

The  Charlestown  &  Milton  Railroad  Company 
Associates,  which  association  was  formed  and  is 
now  existing  under  the  laws  of  said  Common- 
wealth, proposing  to  locate  and  construct  a  rail- 
road under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the 
372d  chapter  of  the  laws  of  the  year  1874  and  any 
acts  in  addition  thereto  or  amendatory  thereof, 
from  a  point  in  said  city  of  Boston  hereinafter 
described  to  a  point  in  the  town  of  Milton,  coun- 
ty of  Norfolk  and  said  Commonwealth,  desire  to 
have  the  route  of  said  railroad  fixeil  within  the 
limits  of  said  city  of  Boston. 

Said  associates  respectfully  represent  that  the 
initial  or  starting  point  of  the  proposed  route  of 
said  railroad  in  said  city  of  Boston  is  situated  on 
the  northerly  side  of  Main  street  in  that  part  of 
said  city  of  Boston  formerly  called  Charlestown,  on 
land  now  or  formerly  of'  Lydia  M.  Tyler,  at  a 
point  about  opposite'  Sullivan  square,'  and  ad- 
joining land  and  stables  thereon  of  the  Middlesex 
Street  Railway  Company,  as  shown  upon  map; 
thence  to  extend  in  a  southerly  direction  to,  into, 
through,  over  and  across  Main  street,  as  said 
street  is  now  laid  out  in  the  city  of  Boston  to 
City  square,  also  crossing  over  all  streets  on  said 
route  intersecting  said  Main  street;  thence  to 
extend  in  the  same  direction  into,  through,  over 
and  across  said  City  square,  as  said  square  is  now 
laid  out  in  said  city  ot  Boston,  to  Warren  avenue, 
also  crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  inter- 
secting said  City  square;  thence  to  extend  in  the 
Same  direction  into,  through,  over  and  across 
said  Warren  avenue,  as  said  avenue  is  now  laid 
out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Warren  Bridge,  also 
crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersect- 
ina:  said  Warren  avenue;  thence  to  extend  in  the 
same  direction  to,  over  and  across  Charles  River 
onto,  over  and  across  or  by  the  line  of  said 
Warren  Bridge,  as  said  bridge  is  now  laid  out  m 
said  city  of  Boston,  to  Causeway  street;  thence  to 
extend  in  an  easterly  direction  into,  through, 
over  and  across  said  Causeway  street,  as  said 
street  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to 
Commercial  street;  also  crossing  over  all  streets 
on  said  route  intersecting  said  Causeway  street; 
thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direction  into, 
through,  over  and  across  said  Commercial  street, 
as  said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Bos- 
ton, to  Atlantic  avenue;  also  crossing  over  all 
streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said  Commer- 
cial street;  thence  to  extend,  in  a  southerly  direc- 
tion, into,  through,  over  and  across  said  Atlantic 
avenue,  as  said  avenue  is'now  laid  out  in  said  city 
of  Boston,  to  Federal  street;  also  crossing  over 
all  streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said  Atlan- 
tic avenue;  thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direc- 
tion into,  through,  over .  and  across  said 
Federal  street  as  said  street  is  now  laid 
out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Federal- 
street  Bridge,  also  eroosing  over  all  streets  on 
said  route  intersecting  said  Federal  street;  thence 
to  extend  in  the  same  direction  to,  over  and 
across  Fort  Point  Channel,  onto,  over,  across,  or 
by  the  line  of  said  Federal-street  Bridge,  as  said 
bridge  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city  ofN  Boston,  to 
Dorchester  avenue;  thence  to  extend,  in  the 
same  direction,  into,  through,  over  and  across 
Dorchester  avenue  as  said  avenue  is  now  laid  out 
in  that  part  of  said  city  of  Boston  called  South 
Boston,  and  in  that  part  of  said  city  of  Boston 
formerly  called  Dorchester,  to  Adams  street,  also 
crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersect- 
ing said  Dorchester  avenue;  thence  to  extend,  in 
the  same  direction,  into,  through,  over  and 
across  said  Adams  street,  as  said  street  is  now 
laid  out  in  that  part  of  said  city  of  Boston  former- 
ly called  Dorchester,  to  the  bridge  over  Neponset 
River;  also  crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route 
intersecting  said  Adams  street;  thence  to  extend 
in  the  same  direction  to,  over  and  across  Nepon- 
set River;  on  to,  over  across  or  by  the    line  of 
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said  bridge  as  said  bridge  is  now  laid  out  in  said 
city  01  Boston  to  a  joint  in  tlie  division  line  be- 
tween said  city  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Milton, 
county  of  Norfolk,  situated  at  or  near  the  centre 
of  said  Neponset  River  as  shown  upon  map. 

A  more  particular  description  of  said  pro- 
posed route,  showing  the  kind  and  amount  of  ex- 
cavation, filling,  bridging  and  masonry  required, 
.  the  proposed  grades,  the  number  of  highways 
and  railroads  to  be  crossed,  the  general  profile  of 
the  country  through  which  the  road  will  pass,  the 
feasibility  of  the  route,  the  manner  of  construct- 
ing the  road,  and  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  construction,  will  be  had  by  reference  to  the 
accompanying  map  entitled,  "Map  showing  the 
proposed  route  of  the  Charlestown  and  Milton 
Railroad  from  the  city  of  Boston  to  a  point  in  the 
town  of  Milton,  with  profiles  and  grades,"  and  also 
the  accompanying  report  of  said  proposed  route, 
both  dated  July,  1880,  and  signed  by  Whitman  & 
Breck,  civil  engineers,  and  in  order  that  said 
route  may  be  fixed  in  said  city  of  Boston,  said  as- 
sociation respectfully  request  that  a  time  and 
place  be  appointed  for  a  hearing  of  all  parties  in- 
terested in  the  same,  and  that  notice  thereof  be 
given  to  such  parties,  to  the  end  that  said  route 
may  be  fixed  upon  by  said  associates  and  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  and  fixed 
as  provided  in  chapter  372  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1874. 

Dated  at  Boston,  Aug.  23, 1880. 
Charlestowx   &    Milton    Railroad   Com- 
pany Associates. 

W.  R.  Clark. 
Jos.  P.  B.  Carlton. 
Aug.  Whittemore. 
George  W.  Coleman. 
George  F.  Hall. 
George  H.  Towle. 

Directors. 
To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of   Boston  in  the  County  of    Suffolk  and 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 
The  Boston  and  Dorchester  Railroad  Company 
Associates,  which  association  was  formed  and  is 
now    existing  under  the  laws  of    said  Common- 
wealth, proposing  to  locate  and  construct  a  rail- 
road under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the 
372d  chapter  of  the  laws  of  the  year  1874  and  any 
acts  in  addition  thereto  or  amendatory  thereof, 
from  a  point  in  the  city  of  Boston  to  a  point  in 
said  city  of  Boston,  as  hereinafter  described,  de- 
sire to  have  the  route  of  the  proposed  railroad 
fixed  within  the  limits  of  said  city  of  Boston. 

Said  associates  respectfully  represent  that  the 
initial  or  starting  point  of  the  proposed  route  of 
said  railroad  in  said  city  of  Boston  is  situated  on 
the  southerly  side  of  Causeway  street,  between 
Haverhill  street  and  Beverly  street,  on  land 
of  R.  M.  Mason  and  others,  trustees, 
heirs  of  John  W.  Trull,  as  shown  upon  map; 
thence  to  extend  in  a  southerly  direction  to,  into, 
through,  over  and  across  said  Haverhill  street,  as 
said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston, 
to  Haymarket  square,  also  crossing  over  all 
streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said  Haverhill 
street;  thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direction 
into,  through,  over  and  across  said  Haymarket 
square,  as  said  square  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city 
of  Boston,  to  Washington  street;  also  crossing 
over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said 
Haymarket  square;  thence  to  extend  in  the  same 
direction  into,  through,  over  and  across  said 
Washington  street,  as  said  street  is  now  laid  out 
in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Warren  street;  also 
crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersect- 
ing saia  Washington  street;  thence  to  extend  in 
the  same  direction  into,  through,  over  and  across 
said  Warren  street,  as  said  street  is  now 
laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Wash- 
ington street,  also  crossing  over  all  streets 
on  said  route  intersecting  said  Warren 
street;  thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direction 
into,  through,  over  and  across  said  Washington 
street  as  said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  that  part 
of  said  city  of  Boston  formerly  called  Dorches- 
ter; also  crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route 
intersecting  said  Washington  street,  to  a  point 
at  or  near  the  corner  of  said  Washington  street, 
Centre  street  and  Norfolk  street  on  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Samuel  John  Capen,  adjoining  land 
now  or  formerly  of  E.  J.  Baker  on  the  westerly 
side  of  said  Washington  street,  as  shown  upon 
map. 

The  proposed  route  of  said  Boston  &  Dorches- 
ter Railroad  Company  is  to  include  a  proposed 
route,  starting  from  a  point  of  intersection  with 
other  proposed  route  of  said  railroad,  at  or  near 


the  corner  of  Eustis  street  and  Washington  street 
as  shown  upon  map,and  as  said  streets  are  now  laid 
out  in  said  city  of  Boston;  thence  to  extend  in  a 
southerly  direction  to,into.through  over  and  across 
said  Eustis  street  as  said  street  is  now  laid  out  in 
said  city  of  Boston,  to  Dudley  street,  also  cross- 
ing over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said 
Eustis  stieet:  thence  to  extend  in  the  same  "direc- 
tion into,  through,  over  and  across  said  Dudley 
street  as  said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city  of 
Boston,  to  Hancock  street;  also  crossing  over  all 
streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said  Dudley 
street;  thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direction  in- 
to, through,  over  and  across  said  Hancock  street 
as  said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  that  part  of  said 
city  of  Boston  formerly  called  Dorchester,  to 
Bowdoin  street;  also  crossing  over  all  streets  on 
said  route  intersecting  said  Hancock  street; 
thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direction  into, 
through,  over  and  across  said  Bowdoin  street  as 
said  street  is  now  laid  out  in  that  part  of  said 
city  of  Boston  formerly  called  Dorchester;  also 
crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersect- 
ing said  Bowdoin  street  to  a  point  of  intersecting 
with  other  proposed  route  of  said  Boston  & 
Dorchester  Railroad  Company  at  or  near  the 
corner  of  said  Bowdoin  street  and  Washington 
street,  as  said  streets  are  now  laid  out  in  that 
part  of  said  city  of  Boston  formerly  called  Dor- 
chester, and  as  shown  upon  map. 

A  more  particular  description  of  said  proposed 
route,  showing  the  kind  and  amount  of  excava- 
tion, filling,  bridging  ami  masonry  required,  the 
proposed  grades,  the  number  of  highways  and 
railroads  to  be  crossed,  the  general  profile  of  the 
country  through  which  the  road  will  pass,  the 
feasibility  of  the  route,  the  manner  of  construct- 
ing the  road,  and  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  construction,  will  be  had  by  reference  to  the 
accompanying  map,  entitled,  "Map  showing  the 
proposed  route  of  the  Boston  <$  Dorchester  Rail- 
road from  a  point  in  the  city  of  Boston  to  a  point 
in  said  city  of  Boston,  with  profiles  and 
grades,"  and  also  the  accompanying  re- 
port of  said  proposed  route,  both  dated 
July,  1880,  and  signed  Whitman  &  Breck, 
Civil  Engineers  and  in  order  that  said  route  may 
be  fixed  in  said  city  of  Boston  said  Associates  re- 
spectfully request  that  a  time  and  place  be  ap- 
pointed for  a  hearing  of  all  parties  interested  in 
the  same,  and  that  notice  thereof  be  given  to 
such  parties,  to  the  end  that  said  route  may  be 
fixed  upon  by  said  Associates  and  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of" the  said  city  of  Boston,  and  fixed  as 
provided  in  chapter  372  of  the  acts  of  the  vear  1874. 

Dated  at  Boston  Aug.  23, 1880. 
Boston  &  Dorchester  Railroad  Company 
Associates, 

By  their  President,  W.  R.  Clark. 

To  the  Honorable   Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the 

City  of  Boston,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Boston  &  Brookline  Railroad  Company  As- 
sociates, which  association  was  formed  and  is 
now  existing  under  the  laws  of  said  Common- 
wealth, proposing  to  locate  and  construct  a  rail- 
road under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the 
372d  chapter  of  the  laws  of  the  year  1874,  and 
any  acts  in  addition  thereto  or  amendatory  there- 
of, from  a  point  in  said  city  of  Boston,  as  herein- 
after described,  to  a  point  in  the  town  of  Brook- 
line,  county  of  Norfolk,  and  said  Commonwealth, 
desire  to  have  the  route  of  tho»  proposed  railroad 
fixed  within  the  limits  of  said  city  of  Boston. 

Said  Associates  respectfully  represent  that  the 
initial  or  starting  point  of  the  proposed  route  of 
said  railroad  in  said  city  of  Boston  is  situated 
on  the  southerly  side  of  Causeway  street,  between 
Haverhill  street  and  Beverly  street,  on  land 
of  R.  M.  Mason  and  others,  trustees,  heirs  of 
John  M.  Trull,  as  shown  upon  map;  thence  to  ex- 
tend in  a  southerly  direction  to,  into,  through, 
over  and  across  said  Haverhill  street  as  said 
street  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to 
Haymarket  square;  also  crossing  over  all  streets 
on  said  route  Intersecting  said  Haverhill  street; 
thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direction  into, 
through,  over  and  across  said  Haymarket  square 
as  said  square  is  now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Bos- 
ton, to  Washington  street;  also  crossing  over  all 
streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said  Haymarket 
square;  thence  to  extend  in  the  same  direction 
into,  through,  over  and  across  said  Washington 
street  as  said  Washington  street  is  now  laid  out 
in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Hanover  street; 
also  crossing  over  all  streets  on  said 
route  intersecting  said  Washington  street  ; 
thence     to     extend       in     a     westerly     direc- 
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tion  into,  through,  over  and  across  said 
Hanover  street  as  said  street  is  now  laid 
out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Court  street;  also 
crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersect- 
ing said  Hanover  street;  thence  to  extend  into, 
through,  over  and  across  said  Court  street  and 
Scollay  square  and  Tremont  row,  as  said  Court 
street,  Scollay  square  and  Tremont  row  are  now 
laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Tremont  street; 
also  crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route  inter- 
secting said  Court  street,  Scollay  square  and 
Tremont  row;  thence  to  extend  in  a  southerly 
direction  into,  through,  over  and  across  said 
Tremont  street,  as  said  street  is  now  laid  out  in 
said  city  of  Boston;  also  crossing  over  all  streets 
on  said  route  intersecting  said  Tremont  street, 
to  a  point  in  the  division  line  between  said  city 
of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Brookline,  county  of 
Suffolk,  situated  at  or  near  the  intersection  of 
said  Tremont  street  with  said  division  line,  as 
shown  upon  map. 

The  proposed  route  of  said  Boston  &  Brookline 
Railroad  Company  is  to  include  a  proposed  route 
starting  from  a  point  ol  intersection  with  other 
proposed  route  of  said  railroad,  at  or  near  the 
corner  of  Tremont  street  and  Pynchon  street,  as 
said  streets  are  now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  are  shown  upon  map;  thence  to  extend 
in  a  southerly  direction  to,  into,  through,  over 
and  across  said  Pynchon  street,  as  said  street  is 
now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston,  to  Centre 
street,  also  crossing  over  all  streets  on  said  route 
intersecting  said  Pynchon  street;  thence  to  ex- 
tend in  the  same  direction  into,  through,  over 
and  across  said  Centre  street,  as  said  street  is 
now  laid  out  in  said  city  of  Boston;  also  crossing 
over  all  streets  on  said  route  intersecting  said 
Centre  street,  to  a  point  at  or  near  the  corner  of 
said  Centre  street  and  May  street,  on  land  now  or 
formerly  of  J.  I.  Bowditch,  on  the  westerly  side 
of  said  May  street,  as  shown  upon  map. 

A  more  particular  description  of  said  proposed 
route,  showing  the  kind  and  amount  of 
excavation,  filling,  bridging  and  masonry 
required,  the  proposed  grades,  the  number  of 
highways  and  railroads  to  be  crossed,  the  general 
profile  of  the  country  through  which  the  road 
will  pass,  the  feasibility  of  the  route,  the  manner 
of  constructing  the  road,  and  a  detailed  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  construction,  will  be  had  by  refer- 
ence to  the  accompanying  map  entitled  "Map 
showing  the  proposed  route  of  the  Boston  & 
Brookline  Railroad  from  a  point  in  the  city  of 
Boston  to  a  point  in  the  town  of  Brookline,  with 
profiles  and  grades,"  and  also  the  accompanying 
report  of  said  proposed  route,  both  dated  July, 
1880,  and   signed  "Whitman  &  Breck,  Civil  Engi- 


neers; and  in  order  that  said  route  may  be  fixed  in 
said  city  of  Boston,  said  Associates  respectfully 
request  that  a  time  and  place  be  appointed  for  a 
hearing  of  all  parties  interested  in  the  same,  and 
that  notice  thereof  be  given  to  such  parties,  to 
the  end  that  said  route  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
said  associates  and  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 
the  said  city  of  Boston,  and  fixed  as  provided  in 
chapter  372  of   the  acts  of  the  year  1874. 
Dated  at  Boston,  Aug.  23d,  1874. 
Boston  &  Brookline  Railroad  Company 
Associates. 

W.  R.  Clark. 
Jos.  P.  B.  Carlton. 
Ana.  Whittemore. 
George  W.  Coleman. 
George  F.  Hall. 
George  H.  Towle. 

Directors. 

BACK  BAY   PARK. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  July  30,  1880, 
authorizing  the  release  to  Dwight  Foster  and 
others,  trustees,  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  on 
Parker  street,  containing  15,250  square  feet,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  release  to  Dwight  Foster 
and  others,  trustees,  all  the  rights  the  city  may 
have  in  or  to  a  parcel  of  land  situated  on  Parker 
street,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  containing  15,250 
square  feet  of  land,  as  shown  on  a  plan  made  by 
the  City  Engineer,  dated  June  18, 1880,  and  de- 
posited in  his  office;  provided,  that  said  trustees 
and  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  shall  grant 
and  convey  to  the  city  of  Boston,  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  the  right,  for 
the  purpose  of  sewerage,  to  divert  the  waters  of 
Stony  Brook  in,  through  or  under  an  equal  num- 
ber of  feet  of  land,  including  the  portion  of  land 
to  be  released  to  said  trustees  on  said  Parker 
street,  and  marked  red  on  said  plan. 

Alderman  Viles— Has  this  been  before  any  com- 
mittee? 

Alderman  Breck— It  has  been  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Parks,  and  the  original  order 
was  passed  on  their  recommendation.  The  City 
Solicitor  found  it  was  not  exactly  what  was  want- 
ed, and  at  his  suggestion  this  new  order  was  pre- 
sented. It  was  brought  to  me  by  one  of  the  Park 
Commissioners  since  the  session  of  the  Board 
began. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Caton,  and 
stood  adjourned  for  two  weeks. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 
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Special  meeting  at  12  fit.,  called  by  the  Mayor 
to  consider  the  order  from  the  other  branch,  re- 
ported from  the  Finance  Committee,  to  appro- 
priate §10,000  additional  for  the  celebration  of 
the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Bos- 
ton, and  such  other  matters  as  may  come  before 
the  meeting.  Harvey  N.  Shepard,  President,  in 
the  chair. 

THE  SEVENTEENTH  OF  SEPTEMBER  CELEBRATION. 

A  report  and  order  came  down  appropriating 
$10,000  additional  for  the  celebration  of  the  250th 
anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston,  and  au- 
thorizing the  transfer  of  said  amount  for  that 
purpose  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  said  celebration. 

The  Presidents — The  Chair  finds  with  these 
papers  the  report  of  the  joint  special  committee 
on  the  250th  anniversary,  stating  their  reasons 
for  asking  for  this  additional  appropriation. 
This  report  was  made  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
on  Aug.  9,  and  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee; afterwards  a  motion  to  reconsider  that 
vote  was  filed,  and,  at  a  meeting  on  Aug.  14,  the 
vote  was  reconsidered  and  the  order  passed  which 
came  to  the  Council  at  the  last  meeting;  but  this 
report  of  the  joint  special  committee  was  not 
sent  to  the  Council.  Had  it  been  sent,  the  Chair 
would  not  have  ruled  out  of  order  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4,  on  the  ground  that  it  con- 
flicted with  the  sixteenth  joint  rule;  but  inas- 
much as  it  had  not  come  to  the  Council  the  Chair 
was  obliged  to  rule  that  no  report  ot  the 
committee  had  been  made  to  the  Coun- 
cil. The  Chair  did  not  know  this  report 
had  been  made.  He  afterwards  obtained  it  from 
the  City  Auditor,  who  supposed  it  had  come  from 
the  Common  Council,  but  it  bears  no  indorsement 
showing  that  it  had  ever  come  from  this  branch. 
On  inquiry  of  Mr.  Priest,  the  Assistant  City  Clerk, 
the  Chair  was  informed  that  the  report  was  never 
sent  to  the  Common  Council,  in  the  hurry  of  mak- 
ing up  the  papers  for  the  special  meeting.  It 
therefore  comes  to  us  today  for  the  first  time.  The 
Chair  will  read  it. 

The  President  read  the  report. 

The  report  was  received  and  placed  on  tile. 

The  order  from  the  Finance  Committee  making 
the  transfer  of  §10,000  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Celebration  of  the  250th 
Anniversary  was  next  considered,  and  was  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  moved  to  suspend  the  rule, 
that  the  order  might  be  put  upon  its  passage  at 
this  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  inquire 
whether  it  will  require  forty-eight  votes  to  pass 
this  order  for  a  transfer,  under  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair? 

The  President— It  will. 

Mr.  Whitmore— My  impression  is  there  are  not 
forty-eight  members  present,  even  if  we  suspend 
the  rule;  so  I  think  we  would  gain  nothing  by  the 
delay. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  (Vard  9—1  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  should  be  glad 
to  argue  this  matter  before  the  Council,  but  it  we 
have  n't  forty-eight  votes  there  is  no  use  in  sus- 
pending the  rule  to  put  the  order  upon  its  pass- 
age today.  If  any  gentlemen  should  come  in 
later,  so  that  we  should  have  votes  enough  to  put 
this  order  through,  I  should  like  to  state  the  rea- 
sons for  its  passage. 

Mr.  Bailey — Do  I  understand  it  will  require 
forty-eight  votes  to  pass  the  order  ? 

The  President— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  withdraw  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  shall  renew  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  so  as  to  have  a  count.  This  is  the 
second  time  we  have  been  called  together  to  act 
npon  this  matter,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  see  it  killed 
on  a  technicality,  so  that  we  shall  be  liable  to  be 
called  together  again.  I  hope  we  shall  give  the 
gentlemen  of  the  committee  an  opportunity  to 
explain  the  matter  to  the  Council.  For  that 
reason,  the  friends  of  the  measure  having  with- 
drawn the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  I  renew 
it  in  the  hope  that  by  the  merits  of  the  main 


question  being  brought  before  us  today,  the  gen- 
tlemen may  have  a  chance  to  make  an  explana- 
tion, and  that  we  shall  vote  directly  upon  the 
question.  I  feel  it  proper  to  do  this  because  one 
member  of  the  committee  spoke  to  me  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  last  meeting,  which  I  moved, 
stating  that  the  committee  felt  rather  grieved 
that  they  had  had  no  chance  to  show  the  neces- 
sity for  this  additional  appropriation.  I  trust  I 
am  not  so  prejudiced  as  to  make  up  my  mind  on 
a  subject  without  some  evidence,  and  should  like 
to  have  the  committee  give  some  reasons;  and 
although  they  may  not  like  to  take  the  risk  of  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  I  will  make  the  motion 
in  order  to  give  them  a  chance  to  make  an  expla- 
nation. It  was  rumored  around  the  hall  that  we 
were  to  have  a  printed  statement  of  the  expen- 
ditures, but  we  have  had  no  such  statement; 
therefore,  I  trust  the  committee  will  have  a 
chance  to  explain  it. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  am  very  willing  to 
make  such  a  statement  to  the  Counoil'as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  has  called  for.  If  it  is  the 
feeling  of  the  Council  that  no  additional  appro- 
priation should  be  made  on  this  account,  it  is,  of 
course,  important  that  the  committee  should 
know  that  fact;  and  if  so  large  a  vote  against  it 
should  be  developed  as  to  create  a  great  proba- 
bility of  not  getting  forty-eight  votes  for  it,  the 
committee  will  certainly  acquiesce  in  that  deter- 
mination of  the  Council.  If  on  the  other  hand 
we  shall  find  that  a  large  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers present  are  willing  to  vote  for  this  expen- 
diture, then  we  can  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
it  shall  be  lost  and  bring  it  up  at  another  meet- 
ing. The  question  is  not  whether  §35,000  is  too 
much  money  to  expend  on  this  matter.  The 
question  is  not  whether  the  Council  would  have 
voted  $35,000  in  the  first  place,  or  not  have  voted 
a  single  cent,  provided  they  had  known  it  would 
cost  $35,000.  The  question'  is  now,  whether  the 
city  of  Boston,  having  got  into  this  celebration — 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  n  t  discussing  the 
question  befo  re  the  house,  which  is  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.  I  do  not  wish  to' interfere  with 
the  explanation  which  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  have  a  chance  to  make,  but  inasmuch  as  the 
discussion  is  liable  to  be  cut  off  at  any  moment, 
until  the  rule  is  suspended,  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  confine  his  remarks  to  the  question  whether 
the  rule  should  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  will  apologize  to  the  Council, 
but  I  thought  the  gentleman  distinctly  stated 
that  he  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  that 
the  explanation  might  be  made.  If  it  is  impos- 
sible to  make  the  explanation  until  the  rule  is 
suspended,  of  course  I  have  nothing  to  say. 

The  President — The  Chair  must  beg  pardon 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  and  also  of  the 
Council,  for  not  paying  attention  to  the  gentle- 
man's remarks,  as  the  Chair  was  conversing  at 
that  moment  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4. 
The  Chair  therefore,  cannot  say  whether  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  was  in  order  or  not. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  was  discussing  the  main 
question. 

The  President — Of  course  the  gentleman  was 
not  in  order.  The  question  before  the  Council  is 
upon  suspending  the  rule. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Greenough— As  I  was  stating  when  inter- 
rupted by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  the  ques- 
tion is  not  on  the  expediency  of  the  original 
expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  but  it  is 
whether,  since  we  have  got  into  this  celebration, 
the  Council  will  support  the  committee  in 
carrying  it  through  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the 
city  ot  Boston.  There  is  no  use  in  the  city  doing 
this  thing  unless  it  can  do  it  thoroughly  and 
well.  The  committee  have  considered  the  mat- 
ter carefully,  and  given  it  a  great  deal  of  work, 
and  have  decided  that  in  order  to  properly  do 
the  thing,  they  must  have  more  money.  If  we 
don't  get  the  additional  appropriation  we  shall 
do  the  best  we  can  without  it.  I  am  at  a  little  loss 
to  know  how  we  can  cut  down  the  expen- 
ditures^ as  to  keep  them  within  the  limit  of 
$25,000.  But  if  the  City  Council  say  it  must  be  done, 
the  committee  will  have  to  determine  what  will  be 
done  next.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee after  I  became  a  member  of  it,  a  sub-commit- 
tee presented  an  estimate  of  what  would  be  the 
cost  of  the  procession.  It  had  been  anticipated 
by  the  committee  which  first  presented  the  esti- 
mates to  the  City  Government,  that  the  militia  of 
Massachusetts  would  turn  out  without  the  city  of 
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Boston  having  to  pay  them  the  regular  rates  of  a 
dollar  and  a  half  a  day  and  transportation.  If 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  honored 
us  with  his  presence  the  militia  would  have  been 
ordered  out  by  the  Governor.  As  the  President 
has  declined  to  come,  the  Governor  declines  to 
order  out  the  militia.  The  question  next  comes 
up,  What  is  to  be  the  great  event  of  the  day  ?  Of 
course  it  is  the  procession.  Gentlemen  of  this 
Council  have  said  we  ought  not  to  have  invited 
any  militia  except  that  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
take  issue  on  that  point.  I  think  the  militia  will 
be  the  great  attraction  of  the  day,  and  that  more 
people  will  be  interested  in  the  display  by  the 
militia  of  Massachusetts  than  there  will  be  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  procession.  The  militia 
does  n't  very  often  get  a  chance  to  turn  out  all  to- 
gether. It  is  very  rarely  that  the  people  have  an 
opportunity  to  see  how  gallant  an  appearance  the 
militia  make.  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  mistake 
on  the  part  of  the  committee  if  they  had  not  ar- 
ranged on  this  occasion  for  the  turning  out  of  the 
whole  militia  of  Massachusetts.  Now,  the  cost  of 
the  procession  was  estimated  to  be  §17,000— 
leaving,  of  course,  §8000  of  the  original  appropria- 
tion. It  is,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  admit,  my 
first  experience  in  the  management  of  an  affair  of 
this  kind.  Many  things  have  been  brought  to 
my  notice,  the  expense  of  which  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton will  have  to  bear,  to  which  I  should  now 
demur  if  they  were  brought  to  my  attention 
for  the  first  time.  But  the  committee  voted 
unanimously  at  that  time  that  §17,000  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  procession.  Since  then 
the  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  says  the 
thing  is  glowing  to  such  an  extent  that  they  have 
got  to  spend  more  money  in  that  way.  The  mere 
item  of  music  is  a  very  large  one.  I  am  not  a 
member  of  the  sub-Committee  on  Music,  but 
there  are  gentlemen  here  who  can  give  all  the  in- 
formation required  on  that  subject.  But  the 
expense  of  the  procession  has  grown  to  §19,000. 
Now,  that  is  for  the  procession  in  the  daytime. 
Then  there  must  be  some  display  in  the  evening. 
The  first  question  presented  was  in  regard  to  fire- 
works. After  giving  it  full  consideration,  a  sub- 
committee decided  that  it  will  not  be  best  to  at- 
tempt a  display  of  fireworks.  A  really  elegant 
exhibition  of  fireworks  would  cost  a  large  amount 
of  money,  ana  nothing  could  be  done  with,  less 
than  §2500.  We  thought  we  could  employ  that 
money  in  a  way  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  would 
get  more  advantage  from  it  than  in  fireworks. 
After  making  arrangements  to  exhibit  to  the 
public  a  magnificent  day  procession,  they  final- 
ly decided  to  have  an  exhibition  by  the  society 
of  German  Turners  by  an  historical  and  alle- 
gorical procession  in  the  evening,  the  whole  to  be 
under  the  auspices  of  the  committee.  I  shall  be 
much  disappointed  if  this  cannot  be  done.  That 
will  cost  about  §2500,  and  with  the  procession 
makes  §21,500.  The  next  item  I  find  on  the  list 
was  adopted  by  the  committee  at  their  last  meet- 
ing. It  is  §2000  for  hiring  halls  for  the  visiting 
troops.  If  the  city  of  Boston  had  not  concluded 
to  pay  the  militia  who  are  to  turn  out,  it  would 
have  found  it  necessary  to  do  something  toward 
the  entertainment  of  the  troops  who  are  to  come 
from  various  parts  of  the  country  to  do  honor  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  As  it  is,  that  entertainment 
has  been  put  upon  the  militia,  who  will  thus  look 
after  the  hospitalities  which  should  be  extend- 
ed to  the  visiting  troops,  though  they  will 
pay  their  own  expenses  on  the  visit.  But  the 
city  of  Boston  will  be  expected  to  furnish  drill 
rooms,  in  which  they  can  keep  their  muskets  and 
leave  their  paraphernalia  before  the  procession. 
It  is  estimated  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  that 
matter  in  charge  that  it  will  cost  §2000  to  properly 
provide  for  their  wants.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
guests  who  have  been  invited  will  necessitate  an 
expenditure  of  §2000  for  their  hotel  bills.  I  think 
the  committee  acted  as  I  think  the  City  Council 
desire  they  should,  and  as  the  gentlemen  behind 
the  City  Council  desire  they  should,  in  inviting 
prominent  men  in  all  parts  of  the  country  to  visit 
the  city  on  that  day.  The  list  of  invited  guests  is 
not  a  large  one,  and  I  think  every  gentleman  who 
has  been  invited  deserves  it.  That  list  every  gen- 
tleman in  the  City  Council  can  see. 

Mr.  Greenough's  time  having  expired,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  3  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed and  the  time  extended. 

Mr.  Greenough— In  1875,  when  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton put  its  best  foot  foremost,  the  hotel  bills  for 
the  guests  of  the  city  amounted  to  about  §1900. 
But  the  most  distinguished  gentlemen  who  were 
in  the  city  at  that  time  were  the  guests  of  the 


State  of  Massachusetts.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  and  his  cabinet,  and  the  visiting- 
governors  of  other  States,  who  were  in  the  city  at 
that  time,  were  entertained  not  by  the  city,  but 
by  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  Although  we 
shall  not  have  such  distinguished  visito-s  this 
year,  and  will  not  have  to  provide  such  extensive 
accommodations,  I  do  not  believe  we  can  get  off 
with  less  than  an  expenditure  of  §2000.  Now,  a 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  dinner.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  get  up  here  and  defend  the 
dinner.  I  think  that  when  the  city  of  Boston 
invites  all  those  parties  up  here,  when  militia 
are  here  from  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, we  should  entertain  them.  When 
we  have  taken  them  to  the  Old  South 
Church  and  treated  them  to  an  oration  of  an 
hour  and  a  half,  and  then  dragged  them  round 
the  city  in  a  procession,  and  if  we  should  then 
say,  Gentlemen,  go  and  get  your  dinners  where 
you  please,  I  don't  think  that  would  be  worthy 
the  hospitality  of  the  city  of  Boston.  It  was 
stated  to  me  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  at 
a  convention  which  he  attended  recently  it  was 
stated  by  a  prominent  member  of  the  convention 
that  there  was  only  one  city  in  the  couutry  which 
knew  how  to  entertain  visitors,  and  that  is  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  believe  the  city  of  Boston  takes 
pride  in  that  fact.  When  these  gentlemen  come 
here,  I  think  it  is  expected  that  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton will  entertain  them  handsomely.  If  the  City 
Council  say  you  should  not  do  it,  I  think  it  will  be 
a  mistake.  Now,  those  estimates  include  this 
dinner.  The  gentlemen  who  will  be  the  guests  of 
the  city  wDl  not  exceed  seventy-five.  There  will 
be  many  other  dignitaries  who  reside  in  the  city, 
United  States  Army  and  Navy  officers,  the  Collec- 
tor of  the  port,  and  various  gentlemen  of  that 
rank,  who  would  naturally  be  invited  to  that  din- 
ner, although  they  would  not  be  the  guests  of 
the  city.  It  will  be  impossible  to  exceed  that 
number  of  guests  very  considerably.  Now,  this 
dinner  being  given  on  the  occasion  of  a  celebra- 
tion of  the  foundation  of  the  municipality  of 
Boston,  it  is,  I  think,  proper  that  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  should  attend  it.  The  command- 
ing officers  of  the  visiting  organizations  would  be 
invited  to  that  dinner.  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  possible  to  keep  the  dinner  list 
within  350  people.  If  the  City  Council  do  not 
give  us  the  additional  appropriation,  we  will 
not  have  that  dinner;  if  we  get  the  money, 
we  will  have  the  dinner.  We  will  not  have 
such  a  dinner  as  has  been  had  in  this  city, 
costing  §25  a  plate.  But  that  these  gentleme'n 
should  be  dined  at  some  public  hall  like  Music 
Hall,  I  think  would  be  very  appropriate;  and  after 
the  dinner  they  should  adjourn  to  see  the  evening 
procession. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— May  I  ask  what  is  the  es- 
timated expense  of  this  dinner? 

Mr.  Greenough— The  expense  of  the  dinner  will 
not  exceed  §4000.  All  these  estimates  were  made 
large,  so  that  we  might  not  overrun  them.  Now, 
there  are  several  other  items  here,  including  the 
stand  for  the  City  Government  and  invited  guests, 
at  some  convenient  point  on  the  route— possibly 
Park  square— where  the  procession  can  be  seen  by 
them  day  and  evening.  Then  there  will  be  the 
illuminations  about  F'aneuil  Hall,  the  Old  South 
Church  and  City  Hall,  and  the  decorations,  which 
"Will  cost  probably  §1000.  Those  buildings  should 
be  decorated  in  the  daytime,  which  will  make  an 
additional  sum  of  §1500.  In  addition  to  that  will 
be  the  incidental  expenses,  which  we  have  nut 
down  at  §2000.    That  makes  the  total  of  §3.5,000. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
interrupt  him  one  moment?  I  will  ask  him  to 
recapitulate  the  various  items  again. 

Mr.  Greenough— Day  nrocession,  §19,000;  even- 
ing procession,  §2550;  halls  for  visiting  troops. 
§20ii0;  entertainment  of  guests,  S2000;  dinner  to 
the  visiting  gentlemen,  §4000;  incidental  expen- 
ses, §2000;  observation  stand  for  the  City  Couu- 
cil  and  guests,  §1000;  illuminations,  §1000;  deco- 
rations of  public  buildings,  §1500.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  if  this  sum  of  money  is  given  to  the 
committee  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  Boston 
will  have  no  reason  to  feel  any  discredit  has  been 
done  for  her  part  in  that  celebration,  and  for  the 
manner  in  which  it  will  be  carried  out.  If  the 
City  Council  say  no  more  money  shall  be  given  to 
the  committee,  and  we  have  got  to  get  along  with 
$25,000,  the  committee  will  do  the  best  thev  can. 
Whether  the  citizens  of  Boston,  as  represented 
by  the  gentlemen  here,  will  be  satisfied  by  a  cele- 
bration which  is  not  thorough  and  complete  and 
creditable  to  the  city,  I  leave  to  gentlemen  to  say. 
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Mr.  Whitmore — I  intend  to  be  very  brief  on 
this  matter.  I  am  thankful  we  have  had  some  in- 
formation from  the  committee.  In  the  first 
place  I  see,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman,  that  the  committee  are 
not  quite  clear  as  to  how  far  the  city  is  commit- 
ted. The  main  reason  addressed  to  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  City  Council  has  been 
that  the  city  is  so  far  committed  that  we  have  got 
to  vote  this' money  or  the  city  is  disgraced.  Now, 
if  I  understood  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  cor- 
rectly, when  he  arose,  that  is  the  position  he 
takes.  At  all  events,  I  wish  the  Council  to  listen 
to  a  word  or  two  from  the  Aldermen  on  the  com- 
mittee, which  are  reported  in  last  evening's 
Transcript  on  this  very  idea.  Alderman  Flynn 
arose  and  said — 

"The  committee  do  not  feel  authorized  to—" 

Mr.  Greenough — I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
understood  me  to  say  that  the  city  was  absolutely 
committed.  I  distinctly  stated  that  if  we  are  to 
have  but  825,000  we  should  keep  within  that 
limit.  But  to  carry  it  out  properly  we  should 
have  the  excess.  I  have  not  said  anything  ro 
lead  gentlemen  to  believe  the  city  was  committed 
beyond  the  appropriation  already  made. 

Mr.  "Whitmore— I  understood  the  gentleman  to 
say  so,  and  that  the  city  was  committed.  1  said 
the  argument  with  individuals  of  the  Council  was 
that  the  city  had  got  its  foot  into  it.  After  mak- 
ing the  explanation  by  Alderman  Flynn,  Alder- 
man O'Brien  said,  "There  appears  to  be  some 
misunderstanding  about  this  matter.  It  is  re- 
ported that  the  committee  have  got  their  foot 
into  this  business.  There  is  not  a  word  of  truth 
in  it.  The  committee  intend  to  live  within  the 
appropriation  of  §25,000,  if  the  City  Council  in- 
sist upon  it." 

I  venture  to  quote  this  because  all  the  members 
may  not  have  seen  the  report.  Now,  sir,  I  fail  as 
yet  to  see  any  good  reason  advanced  by  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  committee  to  warrant  us  in  making 
this  additional  appropriation.  They  have  $25,000, 
and  have  put  in  an  estimate  of  §19,000  for  their 
procession.  We  know  nothing  about  the  details 
of  that.  Those  matters  were  not  explained  to  us, 
and  it  is  a  pretty  large  sum  of  money  to  expend 
for  such  a  purpose.  I  know  one  instance  where  a 
large  number  of  workmen  intend  to  march  in  the 
procession  and  will  furnish  their  own  music.  I 
do  not  know  how  many  bands  the  committee  in- 
tend to  furnish,  nor  who  will  be  required  to  fur- 
ish  their  own  music.  But  I  fall  back  upon  the 
proposition  that  §19,000  is  a  great  deal  of  money 
to  spend  on  this  procession."  I  trust  it  will  be 
well  spent,  but  if  it  is  to  be  so  large  and  cost  so 
much,  it  seems  to  me  the  procession  will  consume 
the  entire  day.  I  am  very  sure  I  do  not  believe 
at  all  in  this  idea  of  a  night  procession.  If  the 
committee  are  forced  to  strike  that  out,  I  believe 
the  public  will  be  the  gainer.  Without  going 
into  the  matter  of  the  militia  at  all,  it  seems  to 
me  from  our  experience  in  1875  and  1877,  it  is  evi- 
dent this  great  procession  will  take  up  all  day, 
and  after  that  is  through  we  want  our  friends  to 
go  home.  They  will  have  seen  a  good  procession 
and  have  had  all  the  entertainment  we  shall  have 
had  time  to  give  them,  and  it  will  then  be  a  good 
time  to  go  home.  I  am  glad  we  are  not  going  to 
jeopardize  the  safety  of  the  city  by  putting  up  lire- 
works,  and  I  hope  we  will  not  ring  too  many  bells 
or  fire  too  many  guns.  At  all  events  I  do  not 
believe  this  idea  of  a  night  procession 
is  a  good  thing,  or  that  it  is  necessary 
to  have  one.  In  the  same  way  this 
appropriation  of  §2000  for  halls  may  be  dispensed 
wit*i.  I  don't  see  why  we  should  hire  halls  when 
we  pay  the  militia  for  coming  here.  It  seems  to 
me  that  with  his  regular  pay  everv  militiaman 
will  be  able  to  find  a  place  to  nut  his  musket.  If 
he  goes  home  that  night  he  will  not  have  to  take 
care  of  his  musket  in  the  city.    I  think  that  if  we 

Eay  the  militia  they  should  provide  their  own 
alls.  The  argument  has  been  that  if  we  paid 
them  we  should  get  rid  of  all  th'S  providing  ac- 
commodations tor  them.  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  hire  halls  for  them.  In  regard  to  the  guests, 
I  will  be  frank  with  the  Council  and  say  that  it 
was  my  opinion  that  the  Mayor  had  abundant 
authority  to  entertain  all  the  distinguished  guests 
who  would  come  here  on  that  day.  We  gave  him 
that  right  under  the  order  passed  last  January, 
and  on  previous  occasions  we  find  that  his  Honor 
has  not  hesitated  to  exercise  the  right.  I  find  by 
the  Auditor's  report  that  when  the  Continental 
Guards  were  here  §1626.29  was  spent  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor.  When  the  yard  masters  were  here, 
$498    was  expended.     I  understand  the  call  is  out 


to  spend  §1200  or  $1500  for  entertaining  the  Sta- 
tistical Society  which  is  now  among  us — a  very 
pleasant  thing  to  have,  even  if  we  don't  know 
who  they  are. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  should  like  to  inform  the 
gentleman  what  the  society  is  of  which  he  speaks 
in  so  contemptuous  a  way. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  decline  to  be  interrupted  for 
the  purpose  of  being  criticised.  If  the  gentle- 
man "desires  information  I  should  be  glad  to  give 
it  to  him.  I  did  not  intend  that  my  tone  should 
be  contemptuous,  but  if  the  gentleman  is  going 
to  cauterize  me  I  should  prefer  to  take  it  all 
in  one  dose.  In  regard  to  the  dinner,  I 
don't  believe  the  part  the  City  Government 
are  going  to  take  in  the  celebration  would 
be  such  as  will  warrant  us  in  taking  part  in  a  din- 
ner on  that  day.  Some  of  us  who  go  about  in 
hacks  and  make  a  part  of  the  show  might  be  en- 
titled to  the  dinner.  For  my  part  I  don't  know 
as  I  shall  be  on  the  stand  or  in  the  carriage,  and 
I  protest  against  the  city  of  Boston  being  taxed 
ten  or  twelve  dollars  on  that  day  for  a  dinner  for 
me.  I  don't  think  our  public  dinners  for  the  past 
two  years  have  been  such  a  great  success  as 
would  make  us  anxious  to  give  any  more.  If  I 
remember  aright  our  last  public  dinner  was  a 
source  of  great  discomfort  and  came  very  near 
being  a  public  scandal.  It  seems  to  me  that  after 
providing  for  the  entertainment  of  our  guests 
during  the  day,  it  will  be  an  act  of  charity  to  let 
them  go  to  their  hotels  and  have  the  hospitality 
which  we  have  provided  there.  The  minor  ex- 
penses seem  to  be  inevitable.  But  it  seems  to  me 
that  with  $2000  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
guests,  and  §2000  for  decorations  and  illumina- 
tions, that  will  be  all  that  is  necessary  to  provide 
for  that  day.  I  hope  we  shall  not  be  led  to  vote 
any  extra  money  without  better  reasons  are 
given.  As  has  been  stated,  the  procession  will 
cost  $19,000,  and  will  take  in  the  militia  of  the 
whole  State.  Then  there  will  be  $2000  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  guests,  and  then  there  will  be 
§4000  remaining,  besides  any  economies  which 
can  be  made  on  the  procession,  for  the  incidental 
expenses  of  the  committee  in  connection  with 
the  celebration.  Now,  sir,  I  fail  to  see  any  necessi- 
ty for  this  additional  $10,000.  If  the  dinner,  to 
cost  §4000,  and  the  night  procession  $2550,  had 
been  needed,  that  would  be  one  thing.  But  it 
does  seem  to  me,  after  having  made  up  our 
minds  to  give  this  novel  entertainment,  the  com- 
mittee have  been  much  pushed  to  swell  the 
bill  to  $10,000.  I  believe  they  could  have  the 
night  procession  if  they  chose,  and  — 

Mr.  Whitmore's  time  having  expired,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  obliged  to  the  courtesy  of 
the  Council  and  the  member  who  proposed  to 
give  me  more  time;  but  I  do  not  need  any  more 
time.  As  I  stated  when  I  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule,  I  was  desirous  of  giving  the  committee  a 
chance  to  be  heard.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  they 
have  given  no  reasons  for  appropriating  this  ex- 
tra §10,000.  The  two  items  calling  for  it  are  the 
public  dinner  and  the  night  procession.  In  view 
of  all  that  has  been  laid  out  by  them  and  our  ex- 
perience in  past  years,  I  think  we  do  not  need  it. 
It  seems  to  me  they  have  really  been  obliged  to 
force  matters  to  make  up  the  items  for  the  other 
$10,000.  I  am  glad  to  have  heard  the  views  of  the 
committee;  and  not  desiring  to  influence  any  oth- 
ers, I  feel,  for  myself,  that  they  have  not  made 
out  a  clear  case.  With  $25,000  I  think  they  can 
give  a  first-class  procession  and  entertain  the 
guests,  and  that  is  all  we  need. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— The  gentleman  on  the 
committee  has  given  us  very  interesting  facts, 
but  there  seems  to  be  a  long  leap  made  by  those 
who  have  said  anything.  Alderman  O'Brien 
stated  in  the  other  branch  that  perhaps  the  ex- 
pense of  the  militia  would  be  $8000,  and  he  laid 
great  stress  upon  it,  showing  why  it  should  be 
spent.  There  is  a  wide  margin  between  this  $8000 
and  the  $19,000,  which  nobody  has  explained. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2— Being  a  member 
of  the  sub-committee  on  the  procession  for  the 
celebration  on  the  17th  of  September, 
probably  I  can  throw  a  little  light  on  the 
matter  of  this  extra  expenditure.  The  proces- 
sion includes  the  pay  of  the  militia,  and 
the  transpoitation  of  the  same  back  and 
forth  to  Boston  from  Framingham,  and 
to  and  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  Car- 
riages also  come  under  the  head  of  "proces- 
sion," also  the  expenses;of  the  marshal  of  the  day, 
and  his  staff,  providing   them   with  horses,  etc., 
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which  is  quite  a  feature.  The  bands  are  also  an 
important  feature  of  the  procession.  It  is  pro- 
posed that  there  shall  he  a  baud  for  every  one 
thousand  men  in  line,  and  as  we  are  informed, 
the  price  for  music  is  a  great  deal  higher  than  it 
was  in  1875  and  1877,  according  to  gentlemen's 
ideas  who  were  in  the  Government  at  that  time, 
I  not  being  a  member  then.  The  pay  and 
transportation  of  the  militia  amount  to  a 
great  deal.  The  expense  of  one  brigade  will  not 
amount  to  so  much,  as  it  will  be  in  camp  that 
week,  but  we  are  compelled  to  furnish  them 
transportation  from  Framingham  to  Boston  and 
return  that  evening,  and  also  one  ration  on  that 
day.  All  items  relating  to  the  procession,  from 
the  military  down,  badges,  etc.,  come  under  the 
head  of  "procession,"  according  to  the  Auditor's 
report  I  have  seen  of  the  celebrations  of  1875  and 
1877,  and  the  details  show  what  the  procession 
consists  of.  All  these  matters  go  to  cover  the 
difference  between  what  the  procession  of  1875 
cost  and  this  extra  expenditure  this  year. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  hie  we  ought 
not  to  grant  this  extra  appropriation  unless  it  is 
necessary.  We  are  not  in  a  position  to  give 
this  money,  merely  for  a  luxury,  to  do  the  thing 
in  a  little  better  style,  unless  there  is  some  need 
of  it.  The  City  Government,  this  year  has  not 
been  economical  so  far,  and  we  are  not  in  a 
position,  financially,  to  be  extravagant.  After 
hearing  the  explanation  that  has  been  made  by 
my  colleague  from  Ward  9,  and  which  was  made 
with  great  fairness  and  clearness,  I  am  convinced 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  granting  this  extra 
$10,000.  The  main  features  of  the  day  will  be 
well  carried  out  without  it,  and  have  no  doubt 
that  under  the  management  of  the  committee  the 
celebration  will  be  a  credit  to  the  city 
if  carried  on  within  the  sum  of  $25,000  already 
appropriated  for  it.  I  think  we  can  restrict  them 
to  that  without  the  reputation  of  the  city  for  hos- 
pitality suffering  in  the  slightest  degree.  In  the 
celebration  on  the  17th  of  June,  1875,  the  guests 
were  entertained  at  an  expense  of  $1900.  It  is 
now  proposed  to  make  that  item  $2000.  There 
were  more  distinguished  guests  present  then 
than  are  likely  to  be  here  this  year. 

Mr.Greenough — If  the  gentleman  will  permit  me 
to  interrupt  him  a  moment;  I  thought  I  had 
made  it  plain  in  the  remarks  I  made,  though  ap- 
parently 1  did  not,  and  should  like  to  call  the 
gentleman's  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  city 
id  not  at  that  time  entertain  the  more  distin- 
guished portion  of  the  guests.  All  those  expen- 
ses were  borne  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Swift — I  am  aware  that  the  State  did  enter- 
tain the  President  and  Cabinet.  In  spite  of  that, 
I  do  not  think  the  number  of  guests  will  exceed 
seventy-five  in  number  this  year.  However, 
this  item  of  $2000  will  cover  that  expense, 
and  willj  ully  pay  their  hotel  bills.  Now,  I 
do  not  thir.k  that  after  they  have  partici- 
pated in  the  celebration,  and  after  their 
hotel  bills  have  been  paid,  hospitality  from 
the  city  requires  any  more.  I  do  not  think  it  will 
give  these  distinguished  guests  any  particular 
pleasure  to  have  the  City  Council,  or  the  Collec- 
tor of  the  port  eat  a  dinner  costing  ten  or  twelve 
dollars  a  plate.  My  colleague  from  Ward  9  has 
said  we  should  have  a  moderate  dinner.  It  is  es- 
timated it  will  cost  $4000  for  350  guests,  which 
makes  ten  to  twelve  or  fifteen  dollars  a  plate.  I 
think  that  would  be  pretty  good  for  a  moderate 
dinner. 

Mr.  Greenough— Ten  dollars  is  the  estimate. 

Mr.  Swift— That  would  make  $3500.  1  wish  to 
call  attention  particularly  to  the  fact  that  there 
was  no  such  dinner  in  1875.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  city  entertained  its  guests  pretty  well  then. 
We  did  not  suffer  from  the  way  in  which  we  en- 
tertained our  guests  then,  and  the  City  Govern- 
ment did  n't  eat  anydinnei  at  ten  dollars  a  plate.  I 
hope  we  shall  restrict  them  to  the  appropriation 
of  $25,000,  which  they  say  they  can  keep  within  if 
we  require  it.  I  shall  vote  against  this  additional 
$10,000. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  think  a  few  observa- 
tions can  be  made  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  of 
the  committee.  When  talking  with  one  of  my 
friends  in  Ward  21  about  this  matter,  he  said, 
"Suppose  I  give  my  child  permission  to  celebrate 
her  birthday  and  to  spend  fifty  dollars;  she  imme- 
diately finds  she  wants  to  celebrate  it  in  such  a 
way  that  she  must  have  a  new  silk  dress  and  some 
finer  entertaiument,  and  other  matters  which  will 
necessitate  the  addition  of  another  hundred  or  two 
dollars  to  the  amount  I  think  she  ought  to  have  ; 
I  should  tell  her  she  must  keep  within  the  appro- 


priation, and  if  she  cannot  celebrate  her  birth- 
day in  that  way  I  cannot  afford  to  have  her  cele- 
brate it  at  all."  It  struck  me  there  was  a  little 
common  sense  in  that.  The  City  Council  referred 
this  matter  to  a  committee.  It  was  n't  a  puny  com- 
mittee, either.  It  was  composed  of  gentlemen  one 
or  more  of  whom  had  been  in  the  City  Council 
for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  almost  all  the  time  con- 
secutively, and  has  during  almost  that  entire  pe- 
riod of  time  been  engaged  upon  just  such  busi- 
ness as  this — that  is,  committees  for  providing 
entertainments  aud  celebrations  of  one  sort  or 
another.  There  were  several  gentlemen  on  the 
committee  who  were  very  experienced  in  this 
matter,  and  yet  it  seems  they  could  not  cipher 
right  at  that  time,  and  although  we  reeuforced 
them  by  the  addition  of  several  more,  yet  they 
were  unable  to  get  the  figures  right,  and  so  they 
would  have  us  understand  that  there  were  mis- 
calculations when  we  passed  the  appropriation  of 
$25,000. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  should  like  to  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  that  the  committee  was  not  in- 
creased until  that  appropriation  had  been 
made.  The  present  committee  had  nothing 
to  do  with  making  these  estimates  for 
the  appropriation  of  $25,000.  That  was  made 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  original  commit- 
tee. The  present  committee  are  not  responsible 
for  the  original  estimate  of  $25,000. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman  of 
the  committee  carries  the  facts  in  his  mind  more 
clearly  than  I  do;  but  still,  however  that  may  be, 
the  original  committee  is  still  a  component  part 
of  the  present  one,  and  they  must  have  wit 
enough  to  cut  their  garments  according  to  their 
cloth,  in  the  matter  of  celebrations.  However, 
bright  ideas  generally  grow  upon  people  wuo  en- 
tertain them,  and  I  nave  no  doubt  their  ideas 
have  very  much  increased  since  they  took  this 
matter  in  hand.  They  have  substantially,  so  far 
as  I  can  see  from  the  account  they  give  of  them- 
selves in  this  chamber,  and  in  the  one  below,  ex- 
tended their  arms  and  cried,  Ho,  every  one  that 
thirsteth,  come  ye  to  Boston,  and  buy  wine  and 
cigars,  and  have  entertainment,  without  money 
and  without  price!  Consequently,  we  have  invi- 
tations to  this  celebration  sent  all  across  the  con- 
tinent. To  be  a  little  specific,  it  seems  that  the 
superb  Hancock  and  the  eloquent  Garfield,  and 
other  gentlemen  intimately  associated  with  them 
for  the  current  year,  are  invited.  That  is  all  very 
well,  because  they  are  both  future  Presidents  of 
the  United  States.  I  think  it  would  be  carrying 
out  the  idea  of  the  committee  more  fully  if  afl 
the  future  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  who 
are  alive,  should  be  invited  too.  Boston  being  sub- 
stantially Massachusetts,  and  Massachusetts  be- 
ing the  United  States,  as  we  all  know,  aud  Boston 
therefore  being  the  hub  of  the  universe,  it  is  well, 
on  a  birthday  celebration  of  this  kind,  that  we 
should  make  it  a  national  celebration.  That  seems 
to  be  the  idea  of  the  committee.  There  is  noth- 
ing distinctively  Bostonian  about  this  pro- 
gramme —  nothing  limited  to  Boston,  ex- 
cept the  idea  which  every  Bostonian  is 
bound  to  entertain,  that  Boston  represents 
the  continent.  Now,  for  a  national  celebration, 
which  this  seems  to  grow  to  be — after  the  explana- 
tions of  the  committee,  as  I  understand  them, 
the  etc.  appears  to  be  a  very  important  item  in 
the  estimates  of  their  expenditures,  and  that  etc. 
must  be  left  to  explain  much  which  has  not  been 
stated — now,  for  a  national  celebration,  I  think 
$35,000  too  small  a  sum.  It  does  n't  seem  to  me 
the  committee  have  asked  for  enough.  Before 
they  get  through  with  the  scale  that  they  are  car- 
rying it  out  upon,  after  inviting  the  militia  of 
Massachusetts— because  dwellers  in  the  Berk- 
shire hills  are  just  as  much  interested  in  the  cel- 
ebration as  we  are  -after  inviting  the  military 
as  far  away  asChicago— and  I  don't  see  why  they 
should  stop  there  —  I  think  the  Pacific  coast 
should  be  honored.  It  will  be  impossible  to 
stop  with  a  dinner  to  the  dignitaries  at  $12  a 
plate.  So,  I  think,  to  be  consistent  in  carrying 
out  this  national  celebration,  we  shall  need  at 
least  $50,000  for  the  "entertainment" — that  is, 
what  is  euphoniously  called  an  entertainment, 
and  that  is  for  the  dinner,and  what  they  can  drink 
and  smoke,  and  then  perhaps  another  $50,000  can 
be  very  competently  spent  by  the  committee.  I 
therefore  move  that  the  order  be  amended  by- 
striking  out  "ten  thousand"  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  "one  hundred  thousand,"  so  that  it 
shall  read,  "an  additional  appropriation  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5—1   hope  the  motion  will 
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not  prevail.  With  all  my  generosity  the  gentle- 
man has  gone  beyond  the  limit  ot  what  I  think  is 
proper.  Mr.  President,  I  believe  in  Boston.  Bos- 
ton is  near  my  head,  and,  I  hope,  near  my  heart 
morning,  noon  and  night.  Having  served  upon 
the  committee  in  1875,  and  knowing  that 
the  State  spent  considerable  money  on 
the  entertainment  of  the  guests  on  the 
Seventeenth  of  June  —  the  committee  was 
appointed  in  January  and  went  through 
the  matter— it  has  never  been  my  lot  to  associate 
with  more  prudent  and  conservative  men  than  I 
found  on  that  committee.  When,  as  Chairman 
of  that  committee,  I  came  into  this  Council 
Chamber  and  asked  for  $30,000,  it  caused  consid- 
erable stir.  It  was  laid  over  for  a  week,  and 
passed.  That  committee  was  conservative  in  the 
extreme.  The  ground  they  took  was  that  if  men 
came  here,  it  would  be  our  duty  to  receive  and 
entertain  them  properly,  but  not  to  hold  out  invi- 
tations. Time  rolled  on,  and  I  came  in  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  and  asked  for  §5000  more. 
The  day  was  carried  out,  and  a  small  amount 
was  saved  from  that  appropriation.  Z  have  yet 
to  hear  it  said  that  too  much  was  done,  and  that 
nothing  was  left  undone  that  it  was  proper  and 
right  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  do.  Now,  in  regard 
to  this  §10,000.  I  see  where  the  committee  find 
themselves.  They  are  a  warm-hearted  set  of 
men.  I  am  plain  to  say  I  don't  believe  there  has 
been  enough  business  prudence  in  this  matter. 
They  have  been  too  generous.  But  never  mind 
that.  Believiug  and  feeling  what  I  do  about  Bos- 
ton, I  am  in  favor  of  giving  them  the  .§10,000.  I 
don't  believe  the  money  will  be  wasted.  Neither 
do  I  believe  in  any  sarcastic  speeches  to  kill  them 
out.  I  blamed  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  and 
other  members  of  the  committee,  at  the  last 
meeting,  for  I  thought  the  matter  was  not  prop- 
erly handled,  but  I  believe  they  have  made  out  a 
case.  Well,  about  this  item  of  incidentals,  etc. 
It  has  been  an  old  trouble  in  town  meetings  for 
fifty  years.  What  's  incidentals?  What's"  etc.? 
Now,  I  don't  believe  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the 
members  of  this  committee  intend  to  waste  this 
money.  Talk  about  junketing,  wines,  cigars, 
etc.  This  is  a  con-mercial  city,  and  we  are  here 
to  represent  it.  I  believe  the  committee  are 
doing-  the  best  they  can,  though  I  think 
they  have  been  a  little  generous,  and 
have  launched  out  a  little  broader  than  was 
necessary.  In  regard  to  whether  this  is  an  histoid 
ical  event;  with  some  it  may  be.  To  me  all  Bos- 
ton matters  are  important.  Boston  commerce  is 
a  thing  of  importance  to  all  of  us  who  walk  the 
streets,  and  intend  to  make  it  a  home.  Now, 
about  this  little  sum  of  money;  it  is  of  no  conse- 
quence at  all,  none  whatever.  Here  is  a  day  fast 
approaching,  and  I  say  this  committee  are  entitled 
to  be  treated  honorably  and  in  a  businesslike 
manner  on  their  report— I  do  n't  say  generously. 
They  may  have  been  a  little  generous,  but  it  is  not 
all  lost.  I  believe  this  Council  should  give  it  as  a 
matter  of  justice  and  equity,  and  let  the  commit- 
tee carry  out  this  day. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11—1  am  anxious  to  get 
all  the  light  I  can  on  this  subject,  and  as  the  ex- 
pense of  the  militia  has  been  brought  up,  as  one  of 
the  principal  items,  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  the 
brigade  in  camp  on  the  17th  of  September,  and  to 
come  here  on  one  of  those  camp  days,  are  to  be 
paid  by  the  city  of  Boston  in  addition  to  what 
they  receive  from  the  State.  The  State  requires 
five  consecutive  days  in  camp.  The  17th  of 
September  comes  on  Friday,  which  is  one  of  the 
davs  they  are  to  be  in  camp.  They  receive 
pay  from  the  State,  and  if  they  are  to  be 
paid  by  the  city,  that  will  make  up  the 
sum  of  §4000.  1  should  like  to  know  if  the  city 
of  Boston  is  going  to  pay  an  addiiional  §4000  for 
this  brigade  which  comes  from  Framingham.  In 
addition  to  that  I  should  like  to  inquire  why  it  is 
necessary  to  spend  this  additional  §2000,  for  halls 
for  visiting  troops.  I  understand  the  Twenty- 
third  Brooklyn  regiment  are  coming  here, 
and  some  other  regiments,  and  they  will 
be  quartered  at  some  of  the  hotels.  The  Tweny- 
third  Brooklyn  are  to  stop  at  the  St.  James, 
I  understand.  If  they  stop  at  the  hotel,  I  do  not 
see  the  necessity  of  providing  additional  halls  for 
them,  and  I  don't  see  why  there  should  be  such 
an  item  of  expenditure. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18—1  would  inquire  if  there 
is  a  quorum  present. 

The  President  counted  the  members  present. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President  — . 

Mr.  Coe— t  would  ask  if  it  was  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  18  to  interrupt  the  gentle- 


man from  Ward  11  in  the  course  ot  his  remarks' 
to  inquire  if  there  is  a  quorum  present? 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  it  is  proper  to 
ask  the  question,  because  if  no  quorum  is  present, 
his  remarks  are  not  in  order.  Does  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  wish  to  ask  a  question  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  was  about  to  ask  the  same 
question  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  did, 
and  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  yielded  the 
floor? 

The  President— The  gentleman  gave  way. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18— If  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  had  not  given  way,  I  should  not  have 
asked  the  question. 

The  President— There  is  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  Williams— In  addition  to  the  matter  of 
halls,  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  spending  §6000 
on  the  invited  guests,  which  is  practically  what 
the  committee  come  and  ask  for.  They  ask  for 
§2000  to  pay  their  hotel  bills,  and  §4000  more,  so 
that  they  may  be  properly  entertained.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  can  give  me  any  light  on 
that  subject,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  him  do  so. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2— For  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Council  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11,  I  would  state  in  regard  to  paying  the  First 
Brigade  at  Framingham,  that  we  tried  to  get 
them  to  go  into  camp  on  Monday,  and  after  the 
term  of  five  days'  duty  in  camp  "we  thought  we 
could  get  them  to  do  the  last  day's  duty  in  Bos- 
ton, thereby  saving  that  expense  to  the  commit- 
tee of  paying  an  entire  brigade.  We  waited  upon 
General  Moore  and  inquired  if  that  could  be  ar- 
ranged, thereby  saving  to  the  city  about  four 
thousand  dollars.  He  said  he  would  be  happy  to 
do  so  if  in  his  power,  but  the  militia  law  reads 
that  each  brigade  shall  do  five  days'  duty  in 
camv>,  and  the  governor  would  not  allow  it.  The 
brigade  are  to  do  their  five  days'  duty  in  camp, 
going  there  on  Monday.  We  pay  their  trans- 
portation to  Boston  from  Framingham  and  back, 
and  give  them  the  price  of  a  ration,  which  is 
equal  tJ  fifty  cents.  The  transportation  to  Bos- 
ton and  back  is  eighty-five  cents,  which  is  what 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  charge 
the  State,  and  the  ration,  fifty  cents,  makes  it 
$1.35.  That  we  must  pay  the.u  along  with  their 
day's  pay.  That  day's  duty  is  not  counted  by  the 
State.  They  have  got  to  do  their  five  days'  duty 
in  camp,  whether  they  come  to  Boston  or  not. 
The  ?commander-in-chief  will  not  allow  them  to 
count  it  as  one  day  in  camp. 

Mr.  Williams— As  I  read  the  law,  it  is  five  con- 
secutive days' duty.  As  I  read  it,  Friday  cannot 
be  counted  in.  Then  as  to  transportation,  the 
same  law  provides  what  shall  be  paid;  it  is  at  the 
rate  of  two  cents  per  mile — less  than  the  ordinary 
rate  for  passengers. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr. — That  is  what  the  State  al- 
lows. It  amounts  to  eighty-five  cents.  In  regard 
to  the  five  days'  consecutive  duty,  the  command- 
er-in-chief says  that  as  long  as  the  five  days'  duty 
are  done  that  will  be  sufficient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  the  main  question  was 
ordered.    Mr.  Pratt's  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Mr.  Hart  was  excused  from  voting,  having 
paired  with  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17. 

Mr.  Wharton  was  excused,  having  paired  with 
Mr.  Howard  of  Ward  4. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  was  excused,  having  paired  with 
Mr.  Lane. 

The  order  was  rejected — yeas  17,  nays  37: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Child,  Christal, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Greenough, 
Hancock,  Kendricken,  Lauten,  Maguire,  Nason, 
Pray,  Rogers,  N.  Sawyer,  Sibley,  Sweeney,  Jr. — 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bigelow,  Blakemore,Brimbecom, 
H.  Clapp,  Coe,  Dixon,  Farweil,  Folan,  Pratt, 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweetser,  Swift,  Viles,  Ward, Welch, 
Whitmore,  Williams— 17. 

Absent  or  not  votir.g— Messrs.  Austin,  Barry, 
Bowker,  Brown,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cronin,  Denney, 
Devine,  Devlin,  Donahoe,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick, 
Freeman,  Hagar,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Hosley, 
Howard,  Lane,  Lovell,  McLaughlin,  McNamara, 
Morrison,  Murphy,  O'Dowd,  Parkman,  Perkins, 
Plimpton,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  Shepard,  Taylor,  Tucker, 
Walsh,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Wyman— 37. 

MISCELLANEOUS    PAl'ERS     FROM    THE    BOARD    OP 

ALDERMEN. 

Monthly  report  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  rescind  the  order  ot  July  30,  1880,  re- 
leasing to  D.  Foster  and  others,  trustees,  certain 
land  on  Parker  street.    Passed  in  concurrence. 
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Order  to  release  to  said  trustees  all  rights  the 
city  may  have  to  such  land,  provided  said  trustees 
and  the  Water  Power  Company  grant  to  the  city 
the  right,  lor  the  purpose  of  sewerage,  to  direct 
the  waters  of  Stony  Brook,  in,  through,  or  under 
an  equal  number  of  feet  of  land,  as  therein  set 
forth.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  a 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Library, 
that  they  have  not  found  any  site  for  a  South 
End  Branch  Library  more  suitable  than  those  al- 
ready brought  to  the  attention  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil.   Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  of  a 
communication  of  the  Street  Commissioners  in  re- 
lation to  the  extension  of  Huntington  avenue  to 
Parker  street.    Concurred. 

Mr.  Perkins  offered   an    order— That   the    City 


Messenger  be  directed  to  make  arrangements  for 
furnishing  ice  water  to  the  public  on  Boston  Com- 
mon, on  the  17th  of  September  next;  the  expense 
attending  the  same,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $225, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidental 
Expenses.  Referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 
Sent  up. 

PAT    OF    A    DECEASED    EMPLOYE. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  au  order- 
That  the  sum  of  $27.57,  due  Patrick  Mulcarron  for 
labor  on  the  Cochituate  Water  Works,  and  who 
died  from  sunstroke  on  the  23d  inst.,  be  paid  to 
his  widowed  sister,  Maggie  Connolly,  on  her  giv- 
ing a  satisfactory  receipt  therefor  to  the  City  So- 
licitor. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  G-reenough,  and  passed.    Sent  np. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    31,    1880. 


Special  meeting  at  12  M.,  Alderman  Woolley, 
senior  member,  presiding,  and  a  quorum  present. 

Three  grand  and  rive  petit  jurors  were  drawn 
for  the  United  States  District  Court,  September 
term . 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
Supreme  Judicial  court,  September  term. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  John  S.  Blair  to  move  a  wooden  build- 
ing from  454  Harrison  avenue,  250  feet  on  said 
avenue.    Accepted. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  and 
stood  adjourned  to  Monday  next  at  4  P.  M. 


SEPTEMBER    6,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  P.  M.,  Alderman  O'Brien, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Undertaker — Timothy  F.  Manning.    Confirmed. 

Constables — Francis    M.     Adams,    Willia  u    H. 

Badlam,  John  K.  Barry,  Patrick  Barry,  William 

A.  Blossom,  Samuel  Brackett,  Moses  P.  Brown, 
Francis  V.  Bulttnch,  Charles  Burcham,  John  E, 
Butler,  Samuel  Canning,  Jr.,  Joseph  D.  Coburn, 
George  W.  Conant,  William  P.  Cook,  W.  M.  H. 
Copeland,  Thomas  A.  Crawford,  Daniel  B.  Curtis, 
Isaac  W.  Derby,  John  F.  Doherty,  John  A. 
Duddy,  John  B.  Fitzpatrick,  Thomas  Folger, 
Henry  M.  Forristall,  William  A.  Fort,  John  J. 
Franey,  James  F.  Goodwin,  Dennis  J.  Gorman, 
Augustus  Grant,  Thomas  Hall,  Sylvester  H.  He- 
bard,  William  L.  Hicks,  Solomon  Hovey,  Jr., 
Frederick  P.  Ingalls,  Luther  Hutchins,  J.  Stuart 
McCorry,  Francis  X.  Macdonald,  William  D.  Mar- 
tin, William  H.  Mcintosh,  Benjamin  Merriam,  Abel 

B.  Munroe,  George  B.  Munroe,  Aaron  F.  Nettleton, 
John  Newell,  Daniel  Noonan,  John  B.  O'Brien, 
David  Patterson,  Alvah  H.  Peters,  William  S. 
Post,  Henry  Prentiss,  J.  Edward  Priest,  Augustus 
M.  Rice,  John  Robie,  John  Rogers,  Charles  Smith, 
Thomas  M.  Smith,  Henry  F.  Spach,  Edwin  B. 
Spinney,  Denis  A.  Sullivan,  William  G.  Tyler,  El- 
bridge  G.  Wallis,  George  L.  Wilson,  Warren  A. 
Wnght,  Abraham  G.  Wyman. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  would  state  that  these  are 
nominations  of  constables  who  are  employed  as 
officers  in  the  courts,  Health,  Collector's  and  other 
departments.  The  nominations  of  constables  to 
serve  writs  have  not  been  sent  in  this  afternoon 
by  his  Honor,  as  the  committee  who  are  consider- 
ing the  expediency  of  reducing  the  number  are 
expected  to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  the  nominations 
were  confirmed. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Francis  H.  Galla- 
gher, to  be  paid  damages  by  reason  of  the  raising 
of  the  grade  ol  Preble  street;  F.  M.  Holmes  Fur- 
niture Company,  that  the  street  leading  from  Mai- 
den Bridge  to  the  line  of  Everett  be  put  in  order; 
James  B.  Field  et  al.,  that  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
Dorchester,  be  put  in  order;  George  James  et 
al.,  remonstrance  against  laying  sidewalk  in 
Seaverns  avenue;  N.  Seaver,  for  removal  of  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  tracks  from  Liverpool  street; 
X.  G.  LlJia,  fur  edg'esCones  on  Finland  street; 
D.  O'Reilly,  Jr.,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk 
at  321  West  Third  street;  Nathan  Cushing  et  al., 
that  Richmond  street,  between  Fulton  and  Com- 
mercial streets,  be  repaved;  Telephone  Despatch 
Company  for  leave  to  locate  their  poles  on  Pearl 
and  other  streets;  Carlyle  Petersilea,  that 
a  stepping  stone  and  hitching  post  in  front 
of  279  and  281  Columbus  avenue  be  allowed  to  re- 
main; Middlesex  Railroad  Company  for  cross- 
connection  in  Hayinarket  square;  Benjamin  A. 
Ham  et  al.,  that  West  Seventh  street, '  between 
Dorchester  and  F  streets,  be  put  in  or- 
der for  travel;  petitions  for  brick  side- 
walks in  tront  of  estates  of  Joseph  Graham,  Al- 
bion and  Paul  streets;  Mary  Prescott,  553  East 
Fifth    street;    H.    H.   Pearsal,   9  Laurel    street, 


Highlands;  Lydia  Y.  Peirce,  7  Laurel  street, 
Highlands;  William  D.  Crockett,  50  Dale  street, 
corner  of  Laurel  street,  Highlands;  Edward  Rey- 
nolds, Blue  Hill  avenue,  corner  Mt.  Seaver  ave- 
nue; Trinity  Church,  on  Newbury  and  Clarendon 
streets;  C.  B.  Wilson,  238  Commonwealth  avenue; 
George  C.  Appleton  et  al.,  for  edgestones  on 
Kockland  avenue;  E.  J.  Bispham  et  al.,  trustees, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  River  street; 
John  Barry  and  others,  for  a  sidewalk  on  south 
side  of  Havre  street,  between  Brooks  and  Porter 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Chauncey  Thomas,  new  wooden,  one 
horse,  Chestnut  street,  Waid  9;  A.  P.  Wheeiock, 
new  brick,  sixty  horses,  Hancock  street,  Ward  24; 
Louis  D.  Bartlett,  old  wooden,  three  horses,  on 
Jeffries  street,  Ward  2;  Henry  Conroy,  new  wood- 
en, two  horses,  19  Weston  street,  Ward  19. 

to  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Patrick  McDonnell,  to  be  paid  for  land 
taken  by  the  city  on  Union  avenue,  West  Rox- 
bury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Abner  C.  Childs 
et  al.,  for  street  lamps  on  Granite  avenue,  Dor- 
chester; Henry  O.  Pickering,  trustee,  et  al.,  for 
street  lamps  on  Woodman  street;  Levi  L.  Will- 
cutt  et  al.,  that  portions  of  Baker,  Centre  and 
Grove  streets,  Ward  23,  may  be  lighted,  etc.; 
John  T.  Bainrick,  for  a  street  lamp  on  Rutherford 
avenue,  between  Nos.  61  and  63. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Henry  N. 
Sawyer  et  al.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  Oct.  7,  for  a 
political  meeting. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  John  White 
et  ux.,  for  damages  on  account  of  the  death  of 
their  son,  Francis,  who  fell  into  an  unfinished 
sewer  in  Hyde  street,  Dorchester,  on  the  22d 
August,  1880;  Thomas  J.  Kelley,  for  damages  for 
injuries  received  by  his  horse  on  account  of  an 
alleged  defect  in  Fourth  street,  Aug.  2,  1880; 
James  Comf rey,  for  damages  for  injuries  received 
by  his  minor  son,  Joseph,  on  account  of  an  alleged 
defect  in  South  street  court,  Aug.  14,  1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Hewers.  W.  R.  Clark  et  al., 
for  a  sewer  in  Coleman  street,  Dorchester;  Joseph 
H.  Rowe,for  a  sewer  in  Childs  street,  Ward  23; 
Harriet  R.  Hull  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  a  portion  of 
Parker  street,  Charlestown;  Charles  Brewer 
et  al.,  tor  a  sewer  in  Orchard  street,  West  Rox- 
bury. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Treat- 
ment of  the  Poor.  L.  D.  Welby  et  al.,  that  means 
be  taken  to  provide  medical  attendance  for 
worthy  poor  and  for  a  public  hearing  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  G.  P.  Brooks,  for  leave  to  pro- 
ject a  druggist's  mortar  in  front  of  his  building 
on  Dudley  street,  Upham's  Corner,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Charles  E.  Binney,  for  the  removal  of 
a  tree  standing  in  a  passageway  leading  from 
Concord  street  to  Rutland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  J.  H.  &  E.  J. 
Hathorne,  for  extension  of  their  route  for  omni- 
buses in  Charlestown,  from  the  present  stand  on 
Salem  street  to  Sullivan  square;  and  A.  H.  Allen 
and  184  others  and  Stickuey  &  Poor  and  413  oth- 
ers, in  aid  of  same. 

HEARINGS 

were  had  as  follows : 

On  petition  of  Otis  Drury,  administrator,  for 
assessment  of  damages  caused  by  the  location  of 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  over  his  property  in 
South  Boston.  No  objections.  On  motion  of  Al- 
derman Flynn  an  order  was  passed  assessing  the 
damages  at  one  dollar. 

On  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Dix  street,  Dor- 
chester. No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

Elevated  Railroads. 

On  petition  of  Cambridge  and  South  Boston 
Railroad  Associates,  for  approval  of  the  route  of 
their  (elevated)  railroad  in  this  city. 

George  H.  Towle  appeared  for  the  peti- 
tioners and  explained  that  the  petition 
was  brought  under  chapter  377,  acts  of 
1874,  known  as  the  general  railroad  law. 
He  also  showed  that  the  petitioners  had 
complied  with  the  law.  The  capital  represented 
in  the  articles  was  made  sm;ill  simply  to  get  the 
charter,  and  can  be  increased  at  any  time.  They 
are  here  to  agree  with  the  Hoard  upon  a  route  in 
the  city  of  Boston.     It  is  not  a  question  whether 
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the  road  is  needed,  'out  whether  they  can  agree 
upon  the  route. 

C.  A.  Williams  appeared  in  behalf  of  Moses  Wil- 
liams in  opposition.  The  first  question  for  the 
Board  to  determine  is  whether  it  has  the  legal 
right  to  grant  the  petition  and  allow  the  location 
of  this  railroad  longitudinally  through  the  high- 
ways of  the  city.  It  it  is  granted,  any  structure 
erected  in  the  streets,  in  pursuance  of  the  loca- 
tion, will  be  a  legal  nuisance,  for  which  the  city 
is  liable  for  damages.  The  petitioners  must  show 
that  the  Board  have  a  legal  right  to  grant  the 
petition.  It  is  perfectly  clear  the  Board  have 
no  right  to  grant  the  petition,  and  the  speaker 
cited  several  decisions  "of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  bearing  upon  the  case.  The  act  provides 
that  the  road  shall  be  laid  out  not  more  than  five 
rods  wide;  and  if  this  petition  is  granted  other  pe- 
titioners may  come  in  here  and  lay  out  roads  the 
same  width  until  every  street  in  the  city  would  be 
covered  with  an  elevated  road;  andwhere would 
the  city  be  then  ?  The  petitioners  have  been  re- 
fused twice  before  the  Legislature  on  the  merits 
of  the  question. 

Charles  A.  Welch  appeared  for  real-estate  own- 
ers on  the  proposed  route.  He  contended  that 
the  Board  had  no  authority  under  the  act  to 
grant  this  petition,  and  cited  several  sections  of 
the  act  iu  support  of  his  position.  The  act 
distinctly  explained  that  railroads  meant 
roads  operated  by  steam,  and  railways 
meant  roads  operated  by  animal  power.  No 
such  railways  can  be  laid  longitudinally 
in  a  city  without  consent  of  the  Board, 
which  may  impose  such  restrictions  as  they 
please.  A  steam  road  running  into  the  city  may 
build  a  branch  in  the  streets  longitudinally;  but 
a  new  independent  road  cannot  "be  built  in  the 
city  under  the  general  law.  The  granting  of  such 
a  petition  is  expressly  prohibited.  The  Board 
will  not  do  anything  they  are  not  entitled  to  do. 

Moody  Merrill  said  he  took  a  different  view 
of  this  matter  from  that  of  the  remonstrants. 
He  believed  that  under  the  general  railroad 
law  an  elevated  road  could  be  built  in 
the  city,  though  not  longitudinally  through 
the  streets.  The  parties  had  come  to  the  proper 
tribunal  and  in  proper  shape;  but  they  had 
asked  for  something  the  Board  had  no  right  to 
grant.  No  doubt  when  the  parties  are  willing  to 
put  in  their  capital  and  pay  the  damages  occa- 
sioned, and  build  the  road,  it  will  be  a  great  bene- 
fit to  the  public.  The  best  plan  will  be  to  refer 
the  matter  to  the  City  Solicitor  to  ascertain  if 
such  a  road  can  be  built.  The  Board  could  lay 
out  a  route  on  the  side  of  a  street  and  require  the 
company  to  pay  the  damages,  and  if  the  contin- 
gency arises  the  road  will  be  built  and  be  a  great 
public  convenience.  A  location  in  the  air  through 
the  streets  would  be  something  not  contemplated 
when  the  act  was  passed,  a  location  could  be  laid 
out  satisfactory  to  the  road  and  the  public.  The 
general  law  provides  for  all  contingencies  that 
may  arise  in  operating  a  railroad. 

Mr.  Sweetser,  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  said 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  petitioners  be- 
fore the  Legislature.  They  are  acting  under  the 
advice  of  very  good  lawyers  that  they  can  have 
elevated  roads  through  the  city  under  the  general 
law,  and  it  will  have  to  be  decided  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  before  the  road  is  built.  If  the  Board 
refuse  the  petitioners,  they,  must  go  to  the  rail- 
road commissioners,  and  if"  they  grant  the  route 
somebody  will  get  an  injunction  from  the  Su- 
preme Court.  The  coming  here  is  only  the  first 
step,  and  he  had  expected  to  be  dismissed  in  a 
few  minutes,  with  which  he  would  have  been  per- 
fectly content.  The  act  is  broad  enough  for  any 
road;  it  is  an  open  question  whether  the  Board 
can  grant  a  route  for  a  steam  road  lengthwise 
through  the  streets  of  the  city. 

This  closed  the  hearing. 

Alderman  Slade  said  there  were  other  petitions 
to  be  heard  next  week,  and  he  moved  this  matter 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Tucker  thought  the  Board  had  pretty 
much  made  up  their  minds  that  such  a  petition 
should  not  be  granted,  and  action  better  be  taken 
at  once. 

The  matter  was  laid  on  the  table.  During  the 
hearing  a  remonstrance  was  read  from  O.  Clapp 
and  others,  residents  on  Charles  street,  against 
the  granting  of  the  petition. 

Telephone  Lines. 

On  petition  of  the  American  Bell  Telephone 
Company  for  leave  to  set  telegraph  poles  in  por- 
tions of  Beacon  street.  Brimmer  street,  Arling- 


ton street,  Newbury  street,  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue, etc.,  etc. 

Alderman  Slade— I  have  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  City  Clerk  saying  the  company  does  not  in- 
tend at  present  to  press  this  matter  and  I  move 
that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

The  petitioners  were  given  leave  to  withdraw. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

An  order  to  allow  the  City  Messenger  $225  for 
expense  of  providing  ice  water  on  Boston  Com- 
mon, Sept.  17,  came  up  referred  to  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Alderman  Flynn— This  matter  was  considered 
by  the  committee,  who  voted  that  it  was  inexpe- 
dient to  furnish  any  ice  water  on  that  day,  inas- 
much as  the  procession  will  be  through  the  cen- 
tral portions  of  the  city,  and  the  people  will  con- 
gregate there  instead  of  on  the  Common. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn  the  order  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Order  to  pay  the  sum  due  Patrick  Mulcaron,  de- 
ceased, to  his  sisters  ($27.57).  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

auditor's  exhibit. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  Sept.  1  (City  Doc.  109) 
was  received  and  sent  down. 

Total  appropriation,  $14,679,034.65;  expended, 
$5,060,449.73;  balance  unexpended,  $9,638,146.73. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands  that  the 
interest  of  the  city  would  suffer  by  making  the 
changes  in  canveyances  to  H.  R.  Plimpton,  as 
requested  by  him,  and  recommending  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Accepted. 
Sent  down. 

THE  CELEBRATION  ON  THE  SEVENTEENTH. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  authorized  to 
make  arrangements  for  a  representation  of  the 
Fire  Department  in  the  forthcoming  parade  on 
the  17th  inst.;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Alderman  Flynn— The  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  is  not  satisfied  that  they 
are  authorized  to  expend  any  money  on  that  day, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  only  for  show.  They  want  au- 
thority to  spend  about  $100  for  the  expense  of 
horses. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order— That  the  Po- 
lice Commissioners  be  authorized  and  requested 
to  close  against  the  passage  of  vehicles,  at  such 
hours  on  the  17th  inst.,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, the  streets  designated  by  the  chief  mar- 
shal as  the  route  for  the  procession  on  that  dav, 
and  also  such  portions  of  other  streets  as  the  pub- 
lic safety  and  convenience  may  require  to  be 
closed  against  vehicles  at  any  other  hours  of  said 
day  or  evening.    Passed. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Fanueil  Hall  Market  Houses  be 
authorized  to  close  said  houses  on  Sept.  17th  at 
and  after  nine  o'clock  A.  M.    Passed. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Me- 
chanic Association  relative  to  allowing  a  steam 
motor  to  run  through  the  streets  as  a  part  of  the 
trades  display  on  the  17th  of  September  next. 

Alderman  Caton — Is  there  any  danger  of  this 
motor  scaring  horses  in  the  public  streets  ? 

Alderman  Slade— It  was  lepresented  before  the 
committee  that  it  would  not  be  a  dangerous  ma- 
chine to  run  in  the  streets.  I  don't  suppose  we 
should  be  willing  to  allow  it  anywhere  else  except 
in  that  procession.  If  the  Committee  on  Proces- 
sion find  out  it  is  dangerous,  they  are  not  obliged 
to  allow  it,  to  run. 

Alderman  Caton — I  asked  the  question  because 
it  seemed  to  me  the  committee  were  taking  quite 
a  responsibility  unless  they  are  certain  it  would 
not  be  dangerous. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table  for  one  week,  so  that  members 
could  make  further  inquiries. 

HACK  LANTERNS  TO  BE  LIGHTED. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order,  That  the 
Boa'rd  of  Police  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  requiring  all  owners 
of  public  hacks  to  cause  the  lanterns  on  said 
hacks  to  be  lighted  at  night,  and  also  the  num- 
bers of  their  respective  licenses  to  be  legibly 
painted  on  said  lanterns.    Passed. 
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WEIGHT  OF    ICE. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  re- 
quiring ice  companies  doing  business  in  this 
city  to  carry  upon  their  wagons  a  suitabe 
scale  for  weighing  ice,  when  requested  by  the 
purchaser.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  CHARLES  RIVER  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Nomination  of  Superintendent  of 
Bridges,  the  majority  recommending  the  election 
of  Miles  Koen  as  Superintendent  of  Charles  River 
Bridge,  and  the  minority  (Councilman  Hilton)  the 
election  of  Henry  A.  Bolan.    Accepted. 

An  election  was  ordered.  Committee,  Alder- 
man Flynn  and  Caton.  M.  Koen  had  5  votes  and 
H.  A.  Boian  6.  Mr.  Bolan  was  elected.  Sent 
down. 

CLERK-HIRE  IN  THE.  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  the  reports  of 
clerk-hire  in  the  courts  for  August,  as  follows : 

Supreme  Judicial $118.00 

Superior  Criminal 200.00 

Superior  Civil 233.32 

Ordered  paid. 

PERMITS    FOR    STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  in 
favor  of  granting  petitions  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  E.  O.  Fitch,  Buckingham  street,  Ward 
11;  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  Riverside  street,  Ward  19; 
Mary  A.  Pope,  Wordsworth  street,  Ward  1 ;  Thom- 
Minton,  Child  street,  Ward  23.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  for  hearing  on  Monday  next  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Glen  Road 
(West  Roxbnry)  eastwardly  from  Forest  Hills 
street.    Passed. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Harwich  street. 
Passed. 

WARDROOM,    WARD    TWENTY. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  the  following: 

Ordered— That  the  order  of  May  13,1879,  loca- 
ting the  wardroom  for  Ward  20  and  the  Hook 
and  Ladder  House  on  Dudley  street  until  other- 
wise ordered,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
scinded. 

Ordered— That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  procure  a  wardroom  for 
Ward  20. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Market: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  Par- 
ron  H.  Prior  to  transfer  lease  of  stalls  127-129  and 
cellar  22  and  stand  6,  Faneuil  Jtlall  Market,  to 
William  Prior,  Jr.;  and  James  H.  Parker  to  trans- 
fer lease  of  stall  No.  3,  New  Faneuil  Hall  Market, 
to  Ezre  H.  Valpey.    Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  A. 
Shuman  &  Co.  to  erect  a  lamp  post  at  440  Wash- 
ington street;  John  Soley  and  John  Ahem,  to 
move  wooden  buildings.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  a  hearing  on  Monday, 
Sept.  27,  on  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  turnout  on  Northampton  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  and  tor  leave  to  run  additional 
cars  on  West  End  route.    Order  passed. 

Orders  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estate  of  Isaac  C.  Wyman,  28  Warwick 
street;  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
Alice  W.  Torrey,  Washington  street  and 
Melville  avenue;  Albert  E.  Harding,  374 
Marlborough  street;  lor  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  Union  Institution  for  Savings,  200  H 
street,  Ann  Kelley,  202  H  street,  William  Cheyne, 
corner  H  and  Ninth  streets,  Stephen  Collins, 
Stoughton  street,  Miles  Mukloon,  15  Brighton 
street,  Charlestown;  J.  W.  &  J.  M.  Shapleigh,  262 
Commonwealth  avenue;  F.  A.  Richardson,  Emer- 
ald and  Castle  streets,  and  on  Middlesex  and  Cas- 
tle streets.    Severally  passed. 

Orders  granting  permission  to  IS.  P.  Ricker  to 
lay  a  water'pipe  under  Rockland  street,  Brighton, 


from  Chestnut  avenue  to  the  estate  of  Willis, 
about  300  feet,  on  the  usual  conditions.    Passed. 

Orders  to  establish  the  grades  of  Tudor  street, 
between  E  and  F  streets,  South  Boston,  accord- 
ing to  plc»n  dated  Aug.  9,  1876;  of  Tremont  street, 
between  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  and 
boundary  between  Boston  and  Brookline,  accord- 
ing to  plan  dated  July  14, 1880;  of  Washington 
street,  between  Green  street  and  Union  avenue, 
West  Roxbury,  according  to  plan  dated  June  16, 
1880;  and  of  S'aratoga  street,  between  Moore  and 
Wordsworth  streets,  East  Boston,  according  to 
plan  dated  June  1, 1880.    Severally  passed. 

Orders  to  cover  the  cobble-stone  pavement  on 
Harrison  avenue  between  East  Newton  street  and 
East  Chester  park  with  the  Abbott  asphalt  pave- 
ment, estimated  cost  $9500;  to  pave  Maverick 
square  with  small  granite  blocks,  estimated  cost 
$10,500.    Severally  passed. 

FERRY  TOLLS. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That    on    and   after    Nov.   1,  1880,  the 
tariff  of  tolls  for  teams  upon  the  East  Boston  fer- 
ries be  amended  and  established  as  follows: 

Light   Vehicles. 

Pleasure  carriages  drawn  by — 

1  horse,  with  not  more  than  two  persons  and 
driver,  six  cents. 

2  horses,  with  not  more  than  four  persons  and 
driver,  ten  cents. 

3  horses,  with  not  more  than  six  persons  and 
driver,  twelve  cents. 

4  horses,  with  not  more  than  eight  persons  and 
driver,  fifteen  cents. 

Every  additional  passenger  two  ceuts  each. 
All  light  carriages  without  horse,  five  cents. 
All  heavy  carriages  without  horse,  six  cents. 

Teams. 

Carts  and  wagons  drawn  by  1  horse  and  not 
weighing  more  than  2000  pounds,  six  cents. 

2  horses,  over  2000  and  not  exceeding  5000, 
twelve  cents. 

3  horses,  over  5000  and  not  exceeding  6000,  fif- 
teen cents. 

4  horses,  over  6000  and  not  exceeding  7000, 
twenty  cents. 

All  loads  measuring  more  than  thirty-five  feet 
in  length  will  be  charged  the  same  rate  as  drag 
wheels. 

Trucks  and  Caravans. 

Drawn  by  1  horse,  and  weighing  not  more  than 
2000  pounds,  ten  cents. 

Drawn  by  2  horses,  over  2000  and  not  exceeding 
5000  pounds,  fifteen  cents. 

Drawn  by  3  horses,  over  5000  pounds  and  not 
exceeding  6000,  twenty-five  cents. 

Drawn  by  4  horses,  over  6000  and  not  exceeding 
7000  pounds,  thirty-rive  cents. 

Drag  Wheels. 

Drawn  by  1  or  2  horses,  and  weighing  not  more 
than  5000  pounds— loaded,  twenty-five  cents;  not 
loaded,  ten  cents. 

Drawn  by  3  horses,  over  5000  and  not  exceeding 
6000  pounds— loaded,  forty  cents;  not  loaded, 
twenty  cents. 

Drawn  by  4  horses,  over  6000  and  not  exceeding 
8000  pounds  — loaded,  fifty  cents;  not  loaded, 
twenty-five  cents. 

No  load  weighing  over  8000  pounds  (exclusive 
of  carriage)  allowed  to  pass  over  the  ferry  unless 
by  special  permit  from  th*  superintendent. 

Ox  teams  the  same  as  horse  teams,  one  driver 
allowed  to  each  team. 

Teams  to  be  weighed  when  required  by  the  su- 
perintendent. 

The  scale  of  weights  and  lengths  for  loads  will 
be  strictly  adhered  to,  and  if  found  to  weigh  or 
measure  more  than  allowed  by  the  tariff  (ana  not 
exceeding  7000  pounds),  the  higher  rate  of  tolls 
will  be  charged. 

Horses  and  oxen  not  allowed  to  be  detached 
from  the  teams  and  paid  for  separately. 

Each  additional  horse  in  a  carriage  or  team  of 
any  description,  three  cents. 

A  horse  with  a  rider  or  leader,  five  cents. 

A  man  with  a  handcart  or  wheelbarrow,  three 
cents. 

Horses  or  oxen  not  belonging  to  teams,  each 
three  cents. 

Swine,  sheep  or  goats,  per  dozen,  six  cents. 

Other  cattle,  each  three  cents. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  the  Ferries. 
Sent  down. 
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REGULATION    OF     TELEPHONE    AND     TELEGRAPH 
■WIRES. 

On  motion  of  Alaerman  Slade  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  report  of  committee  and  ordinance 
in  new  draft  (City  Doc.  88),  to  regulate  the  con- 
struction of  telegraph  and  telephone  lines — also  a 
substitute  to  said  ordinance  submitted  by  Alder- 
man Woolley  to  create  the  office  of  a  Supervisor 
of  Telegraphs,  to  be  chosen  every  third  year. 
(City  Doc.  89.)  Also  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  to 
substitute  the  ordinance  contained  in  City  Doc. 
64  as  an  amendment  to  Alderman  Woblley's 
motion. 

Alderman  Slade — I  have  had  a  little  conversa- 
tion with  the  City  Solicitor  upon  this  matter.  He 
says,  of  course,  we  cannot  delegate  to  any  other 
board  or  commission  the  powers  that  are  not  our 
own,  and  that  if  the  Fire  Commissioners  will  no- 
tify us  that  any  telegraph  wires  are  dangerous, 
the  Committee  on  Paving  can  regulate  them  just 
as  well  as  anybody  else.  "With  that  understand- 
ing I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  passing  the  or- 
dinance,  and  move  its  indefinite  postponement. 


Alderman  "Woolley— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
motion.  From  the  first  I  believed  there  was  no 
necessity  for  this  ordinance,  and  that  reform 
should  commence  at  home.  If  members  will  look 
at  city  hall,  the  court  house  and  adjacent  build- 
ings, they  will  see  the  tire  and  police  telegraph 
wires  are  run  just  as  these  very  gentlemen  object 
to,  from  the  opposite  side  down  to  the  second  or 
third  stories  on  the  other  side.  I  am  glad  the 
motion  is  made. 

The  ordinance,  with  amendment, was  indefinite- 
ly postponed. 

REPORT   CALLED  FOR. 

Alderman  Woolley  called  for  a  report  from  the 
Paving  Committee  on  the  offer  of  John  Galvin  to 
furnish  the  city  with  gravel. 

Alderman  Slade  said  they  were  not  ready  to  re- 
port; that  the  property  is  now  tied  up  in  such  a 
way  the  committee  cannot  get  hold  of  it  until 
certain  pertain  will  release  their  rights. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  the  committee 
were  instructed  to  repc  rt  at  the  next  meeting. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    9,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  City  Doc.  No.  109, 
1880.    Placed  on  file. 

Elections  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Ferries  of  a 
proposition  to  reduce  tolls  on  vehicles  and  cattle. 
Concurred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
H.  R.  Plimpton  for  a  correction  in  certain  convey- 
ances from  the  city  to  him .  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  rescind  the  order  locating  the  ward- 
room of  Ward  20  in  the  hook  and  ladder  house, 
and  authorizing  a  wardroom  to  be  procured  for 
said  ward  in  another  location.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  requiring 
ice  companies  to  carry  on  their  wagons  a  scale 
for  weighing  ice  when  requested  by  purchasers. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  requesting  arrangements  to  be  made  for 
a  representation  of  the  Fire  Department  in  the 
parade  on  the  17th  of  September.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading.  "Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sawyer  of  Ward  24,  the  rule  was  suspended  and 
the  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  A  motion 
to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

Report  nominating  Miles  Koen  for  Superintend- 
ent of  Charles  River  Bridge,  with  minority  report 
nominating  Henry  A.  Bolan  as  such  Superintend- 
ent.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  said  Bolan  as  Su- 
perintendent of  said  bridge.  Election  laid  over. 
Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of 
Ward  8,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  an  election 
had.  Committee,  Messrs.  Christal  of  Ward  8, 
Sibley  of  Ward  5,  and  Dudley  of  Ward  4. 

Whole  number  of  votes 59 

Necessary  for  a  choice 30 

Miles  Keen 24 

Henry  A.  Bolan 35 

Mr.  Bolan  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

Petitions  of  Agnes  Symes  and  John  J.Williams, 
for  damages,  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

REPORTS   OF  CITY   OFFICERS. 

The  report  of  the  Police  Commisssioners  of  the 
doings  of  the  department  for  June,  July  and  Au- 
gust, was  received  and  sent  up. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 
To  the  City  Council— The  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  reports  and  orders  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  beg  leave  to 
make  the  following  report,  statiDg  in  detail  the 
condition  of  the  finances  of  the  city  pertaining 
to  its  debt,  and  the  amount  which  it  can  legally 
borrow  under  the  municipal  indebtedness  act. 
Tne  gross  funded  debt  of  the  city  Aug. 

31.  1880,  was #41,070,125.36 

Deduct  gross  water  debt,  at  same  date     12,787,273,98 

Leaves  the  gross  funded  debt  for  "oth- 
er than  water  purposes"  28,882,851.38 

From  this  sum  deduct  amount  of  sink- 
ing funds  for  its  redemption  and  pay- 
ment, Aug.  31,  1880 11,541.479.99 

Leaves  the  funded  debt  "other  than 

water  debt"  less  means  on  hand  for 

paying  it 17,341,371.39 

To  this  amount  should  be  added  the 

balance  of  improved  sewerage  loan 

authorized  by  the  City  Council  but 

not  negotiated 1,038,000.00 

18,370,371.39 
And  also  the   balance  which  the  city 
has  a  right  to  borrow  under  the  one 
percent,  clause  of  the  municipal  in- 
debtedness act 914.G18.00 

Makesatotal  of #19,293,989.39 


The  valuation  of  the  city,  May  1,  1880, 
as  found  by  the  Assessors,  was §639,809,200.00 


By  the  municipal  indebtedness  act  the 
city  has  a  right  to  owe  for  other 
than  water  purposes  a  net  debt  not 
exceeding  three  Der  cent,  of  its  val- 
uation. Three  per  cent,  of  #639,- 
809,200  amounts  to 19,194,276.00 

Assuming  that  the  balance  of  the  im- 
proved sewerage  loan  was  issued, 
and  also  the  (2914,018.00  specified 
above  which  the  city  has  a  right  to 
issue  for  any  needed  purpose,  the 
net  debt  would  then  be,  as  previ- 
ously stated 19,293,989.39 


fbis  would  show  an  excess  of  debt  of 


99,713.39 


The  sinning  funds  will  be  increased 
for  the  financial  year  ending  April 
30,  1881,  as  follows,  viz.:  Amount 
raised  present  year  by  taxation  and 
payable  (according  to  law)  Dec.  1, 
1880 593,655.00 

Estimated  amount  of  interest  to  be  col- 
lected in  bondsin  Sinking  Funds 571,000.00 

Estimated  am  rant  of  revenue  from  va- 
rious sources 100,000.00 

A  total  of , #1,264,655.00 

Deduct  before-named  amouut  of 99,713.39 

And  the  balance #1,164,941.61 

Would    show   the   amount    the    ch> 

could  legally  bono w  by  the  close  of 

the  present  financial  year  under  the 

three  per  cent,  clause  of  the  act.    It 

can     now,     as    previously     stated, 

issue  bonds  under  the  one  per  cent. 

clause  tor 914,618.00 

Both  sums  amount  to #2,079,559.61 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  City 
Council  car  pass  the  park  orders 
calUngfor 910,000  00 

And  still  have  a  margin  left  at  the 
close  of  the  nuancial  year  of #1,169,559.61 

This  amouut  your  committee  believe  will  be 
fully  realized,  and  may  be  materially  exceeded 
by  a  sale  of  a  large  part  of  the  real  estate  now 
owned  by  the  city  from  which  it  derives  but  little 
revenue. 

Your  committee  therefore  report  back  the  ac- 
companying orders  in  a  new  draft,for  such  action 
as  the  City  Council  may  see  fit  to  take  upon  them. 
For  the  Committee, 

Henry  F.  Coe. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  and  flats  required  for  a  public  park 
at  City  Point,  South  Boston,  embracing  the  terri- 
tory within  the  easterly  line  of  Q  street,  extend- 
ing north,  south  and  east  to  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners' line.the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand (110,000)  dollars;  the  bonds  or  certificates  of 
debt  to  be  issued  in  negotiating  said  loan  to  be 
denominated  on  the  face  thereof  "Public  Park 
Loan"  and  to  bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the 
Committee  on  Finance  may  determine;  and  the 
Park  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  ex- 
pend said  sum  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  not  less  than  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
for  a  public  park  in  West  Roxbury,  substantially 
in  accordance  with  the  plan  submitted  by  the 
Park  Commissioners  in  City  Document  No.  42, 
1876,  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  (800,000) 
dollars;  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  to  be 
issued  in  negotiating  said  loan  to  be  denominat- 
ed on  the  face  thereof  the  "Public  Park  Loan," 
and  to  bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  may  determine;  and  the  Park 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  expend 
said  sum  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  orders  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Coe — I  move  that  the  report  be  accepted 
and  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Council.  Very 
little  idea  can  be  had  from  hearing  it  read  as  to 
the  position  o(  the  financial  affairs  of  the  city.  I 
move  that  the  report,  and  all  papers  in  connec- 
tion with  it  that  have  not  already  been  printed, 
be  printed. 

The  motion  to  print  prevailed,  and  the  orders 
were  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Coe  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  orders  be  specially  assigned  to  two  weeks 
from  tonight,  but  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Wheeler 
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of  Ward  10,  changed  the  time  to  three  weeks  from 
tonight,  and  it  was  so  ordered  by  the  Council. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  said— 
I  wish  to  call  attention  briefly  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  stated  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  would 
make  certain  statements  this  evening  in  regard 
to  the  financial  condition  of  the  city  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  array  of  figures  given  in  the  after- 
noon papers  is  so  far  from  the  actual  report  pre- 
sented by  the  committee,  that  none  of  the  cautious 
and  indefatigable  gentlemen  of  the  press  who 
usually  report  from  city  Hall  could  have  reported 
it.  Somebody  must  either  have  sat  down  with 
an  Auditor's  report  and  guessed  at  it  or  else  the 
Committee  on  Finance  made  one  report  for  the 
public  and  another  for  the  City  Council.  I  should 
not  call  attention  to  this  in  this  way  if  it  were  not 
that  a  portion  of  the  public  is  rather  curious  in 
regard  to  matters  relating  to  public  parks,  and 
a  small  portion  of  the  public  is  rather  sensitive 
in  regard  to  that  question.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Boston  Evening  Transcript,  for  instance,  has  been 
put  to  the  expense  of  several  thousand  ems  com- 
position by  an  editorial  in  regard  to  the  West 
Roxbury  Park.  I  regret  that  they  have  been  put 
to  that  expense,  as  well  as  to  some  other  expenses 
in  the  same  line.  I  wish  the  erroneous  figures 
which  are  misleading  could  be  corrected  at  once 
in  the  morning,  in  connection  with  the  report  of 
the  proceedings  tonight.  I  call  attention  to  the 
discrepancy  between  the  statements  in  the  even- 
ing papers  and  the  report  presented  by  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  and  also  to  give  the" Finance 
Committee,  if  they  care  to  take  advantage  of  it, 
a  chance  to  explain  why  they  should  make  one  re- 
port to  the  public  and  another  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— After  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  has  said,  I  think  it  due  to  the 
Committee  or.  Finance  to  state  that  they  have 
made  only  one  report,  and  that  report  has  been 
presented  here  this  eveniag.  The  figures  in  two 
or  three  of  the  evening  papers  are  entirely  erro- 
neous and  give  no  idea  of  the  true  state  of  the 
case. 

POLICE    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1  submitted  the  follow- 
ing papers  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Police: 
Proposed  Increase  of  the  Force. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Police,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  o£  the  Police  Com- 
missioners for  the  present  year,  with  instructions 
to  report  upon  their  request  for  an  addition  to  the 
force,  having  considered  the  subject  and  consulted 
with  the  Police  Commissioners,  would  respectfully 
recommended  that  the  force  be  increased  by  the 
addition  of  ten  patrolmen,  making  the  number 
of  patrolmen  624,  that  the  number  of  sergeants 
be  fixed  at  53,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances be  requested  to  report  the  amendments  to 
the  police  ordinance  required  by  the  adoption  of 
the  proposed  changes.  The  expense  on  account  of 
this  proposed  increase  to  be  met  from  the  gen- 
eral Police  appropriation. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Will  the  Chair  be 
kind  enough  to  state  whether  the  reference  to 
the  committee  makes  it  obligatory  on  the  com- 
mittee to  make  the  changes'?  It  seems  to  me  it 
is  desirable  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  Council  on 
the  proposed  change  before  sending  it  to  the 
committee. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  obligatory  upon  the  committee  to  report 
the  amendments  to  the  ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  report  be  ac- 
cepted and  that  the  order  go  over  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council.  After  a  vote  on  the 
cuiesliuu  luis  been  taken,  the  reporting  and  adop- 
tion of  the  amendments  will  be  merely  formal. 

The  President— There  is.no  order  attached  to 
the  report. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  make  the  suggestion  that  the 
committee  be  requested  to  frame  au  order,  which 
can  be  readilv  done,  that  the  force  be  increased 
by  so  many  patrolmen  and  sergeants,  and  by  tak- 
ing a  vote  upon  it  the  Council  can  decide  whether 
it  shall  be  done  or  not.  I  am  entirely  in  favor  of 
the  increase,  but  was  in  hopes  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  would  not  have  any  responsibility  in 
deciding  upon  it. 

The  President— The  repsrt  has  been  accepted 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Then  I  take  it  for  granted  that, 
having  accepted  the  report,  the  Council  are  in 
favor  of  the  increase. 


Sent  up. 

Pay  of  a  Deceased  Police  Officer. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  the  widow  of 
Timothy  J.  O'Neil,  deceased,  the  amount  due 
from  the  city  to  O'Neil  as  a  police  officer  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8,  and  passed. 
Sent  up. 

Police  Station  on  the  Back  Bay. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Police,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  Police  Com- 
missioners for  the  establishment  of  a  new  police 
division  on  the  Back  Bay,  having  considered  the 
subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port: The  plan  proposed  by  the  Commissioners, 
briefly  stated,  is  to  abolish  Division  No.  8,  to 
locate  the  Harbor  Police,  Division  Xo.  16,  in  the 
building  thus  vacated,  and  in  that  way  afford 
the  latter  suitable  accommodations  which  it  does 
not  at  present  possess.  To  change  the  boundary 
lines  of  Divisions  3,  4,  10  and  16,  and 
locate  the  new  station  house  near  the 
junction  of  West  Chester  park  aud  Com- 
monwealth avenue;  the  force  of  the  new  division 
to  be  made  up  principally  of  material  already  in 
the  depaitment,  no  addition  to  the  present  num- 
ber of  officers  of  rank  being  required.  By  the 
adoption  of  this  plan  the  old  divisions  will  be 
made  more  compact,  and  be  more  carefully  and 
efficiently  policed,  and  a  division  will  be  estab- 
lished in  the  heart  of  an  extensive  and  growing 
district,  including  the  new  park  within  its  limits, 
containing  much  valuable  property,  and  a  dis- 
trict where  the  need  of  additional  police  is  duly 
felt  and  constantly  increasing.  The  committee 
unanimously  favor  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
Commissioners,  believing  it  will  have  tne  same 
effect  towards  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  de- 
partment as  the  addition  of  a  large  number  of 
new  men.  They  are  of  the  opinion  that  immedi- 
ate steps  should  be  taken  to  carry  this  plan  into 
effect,  and  accordingly  recommend  that  the  mat- 
ter be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings with  the  request  that  they  provide  a  suitable 
site  and  erect  a  building  for  the  accommodation 
of  a  police  division  on  the  Back  Bay. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  and  referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope,  in  this  case,  as  in  the 
other,  that  some  deliberation  will  be  shown  in 
the  acceptance  of  the  report.  It  practically  con- 
templates the  expenditure  of  money,  and  yet 
in  the  form  which  it  has  taken  it  does  not 
bring  the  matter  of  the  expenditure 
directly  before  the  Council.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  report  is  one  which  should 
be  acccepted,  but  without  attention  being  called 
to  it  before  the  vote  is  taken,  it  looks  too  much 
like  a  matter  of  form.  Although  I  believe,  in  this 
case  as  in  the  other,  that  the  accommodations 
should  be  enlarged,  I  do  not  think  the  Council 
understand  they  are  committing  themselves  to 
putting  up  this  new  police  station.  I  have  no 
desire  to  delay  the  matter,  if  no  one  objects 
to  it. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings.    Sent  up. 
Regulation  of  Steamboats. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Police,  who 
were  requested  to  examine  and  report  whether 
the  existing  ordinances  regulating  the  steam- 
boats in  Boston  Harbor  are  properly  complied 
with,  beg  leave  to  report  that  upon  examination 
it  appears  there  are  no  city  ordinances  regulating 
steamboats  in  the  harbor;  that  they  are  con 
trolled  by  State  and  United  States  laws,  and  that 
no  further  »ction  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council 
is  required. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

EAST    CHESTER    PARK     EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  who 
were  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
commencing  the  grading  of  East  Chester  park 
during  the  present  municipal  year,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  East  Chester  park  be  rilled  from  the 
Five  Corners,  so  called,  in  Dorchester,  to  Clapp 
street,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  §20,000,  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to 
provide  the  means. 

Accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee.   Sent  up. 


4=62 


COMMON       COUNCIL 


TEMPORARY  LOAN. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  asking  for  the  passage  of 
the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$1,500,000,  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  payable 
this  year,  and  that  all  moneys  obtained  under  this 
order  shall  be  made  payable  on  or  before  April 
30,  1880,  and  interest  cease  thereon  the  clay  any 
note  is  payable. 

Mr.  Coe— If  we  adjourn  for  two  weeks  from 
tonight  it  will  be  necessary  to  suspend  the  rule 
and  pass  the  order  toniah*.  The  balances  of  the 
city  are  running  low,  and  this  is  the  usual  tem- 
porary loan  order. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  passed— yeas  00,  nays  0.  Sent 
up. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Accounts  that  M.  S. 
Greenough  had  been  elected  chairman  on  the 
part  of  the  Council, .and  James  G.  Freeman  clerk 
of  said  committee,  vice  John  A.  Kidney,  resigned. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  CELEBRATION  ON  THE  SEVENTEENTH. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 

Messrs. be  a  committee  to  have  a  suitable 

stand  erected  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  on  the  17th  inst.,  and  apportion  the  tick- 
ets and  seats  thereto;  the  expense,  not  exceeding 
$500,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Con- 
tingent Expenses  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  offer  that  order  by  general  desire 
of  members  of  the  Council.  I  am"  informed  that 
the  committee  on  the  celebration  have  made  no 
arrangements  whatever  for  a  stand  of  observa- 
tion for  members  of  the  City  Council  and  invited 
guests,  and  inasmuch  as  we  have  a  large  sum  of 
money  on  hand  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  expended 
for  a  better  purpose  than  this. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  W  ard  13— It  appears  to  me  that 
order  should  be  referred  to  some  committee.  I 
should  think  it  should  be  referred  to  the  C  mmit- 
tee  on  the  Celebration  of  the  250th  Anniversary. 
It  strikes  me  it  should  not  be  passed  without  be- 
ing so  referred,  and  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to 
that  committee. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail, as  I  understand  we  shall  not  have  a  meeting 
for  two  weeks  after  tonight,  and  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee on  Arrangements  have  enough  on  their 
hands  now.  If  we  are  to  have  a  stand  we  ought 
to  pass  the  order  tonight. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  —  Although  it  is 
neither  necessary  nor  customary  to  second  a  mo- 
tion made  in  this  Council,  I  hope  the  order 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14 
may  be  passed,  provided  that  members 
of  the  Council  desire  to  have  provision 
made  for  their  having  a  chance  to  see  the 
procession.  It  is,  of  course,  understood,  because 
reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  ou 
the  250th  Anniversary  Celebration  have  been 
printed  in  the  daily  newspapers;  and  it  is  so  stat 
ed  in  the  papers — that  the  committee  were 
obliged  to  cut  off  any  appropriation  for  this  pur- 
pose. For  my  part,  I  believe  it  is  rightly  and 
properly  within  the  powers  of  the  Council  to  ex- 
pend this  money  in  this  way  if  they  see  fit.  If 
we  can  vote  ourselves  badges  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  we  can  vote  the  money  re- 
quired at  this  time  to  erect  a  stand;  and 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  much  more  straight- 
forward and  desirable  course  for  us  to 
take  than  to  have  it  covered  up  in  a  general  ap- 
propriation for  the  day.  We  shall  take  this 
money  from  the  comparatively  small  balance  set 
aside  for  our  contingent  expenses.  I  am  not  in- 
terested in  this  matter  personally,  not  having  a 
family  so  large  as  not  to  have  a  place  to  put  them 
—and  I  presume  there  are  others  in  the  same  con- 
dition— but  I  believe  it  is  a  proper  appropriation 
of  money  in  our  control.  1  hope  the  motion  to 
refer  will  not  prevail,  because  it  will  virtually  kill 
the  order. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

The    President    appointed    Messrs.  Lauten    of 


Ward  14,  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18,  and  Rogers  of 
Ward  22,  as  said  committee. 

ADJOURNMENT  FOR  TWO  WEEKS. 

Mr.  Austin  of  Ward  11  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  in  two 
weeks  from  this  day,'at  7.30  o'clock  P.M.    Passed. 

COMMERCIAL    STREET. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6  offered  an  order— That 
the  Police  Commissioners  be  requested  to  take 
measures  to  prevent  the.  obstruction  unnecessa- 
rily of  the  line  of  widening  of  Commercial  street, 
by  the  piling  up  of  mounds  of  earth  and  rubbish, 
and  the  storing  of  boxes,  barrels  and  articles  of 
merchandise  not  used  in  the  construction  of 
buildings  along  said  line. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  rise  to  inquire 
whether  the  Council  has  any  power  in  the  matter, 
and  if  this  does  not  belong  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, who  have  control  of  the  streets. 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  understand  we  have  power  in 
the  matter,  and  that  it  is  within  the  power  either 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  or  the  Police 
Commissioners  to  enforce  the  ordinance  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter.  The  Police  Commissioners 
have  already  done  something  in  such  matters, 
from  time  to  time. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  dislike  to  say  anything 
in  opposition  to  the  order,  because  I  believe  in 
the  "spirit  of  it.  The  only  trouble  is  it  seems  to 
he  instructing  officers  to  do  a  duty,  when  they  are 
already  pledged  to  do  it.  If  there  is  an  obstruc- 
tion on  the  street,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Police 
Commissioners  to  have  it  removed. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9 — There  is  another  objec- 
tion to  the  order.  It  assumes  that  these  obstruc- 
tions exist.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  do  or 
not.  I  assume  that  other  members  of  the  Council 
are  in  the  same  position.  I  do  not  know  that 
these  obstructions,  this  earth,  the  barrels  and  the 
rubbish,  are  there.  The  order  assumes  they  are 
there.  Until  it  is  shown  that  they  do  exist,  I 
think  it  would  be  entirely  out  of  place  to  pass 
such  an  order. 

Mr.  O'Dowd — I  would  not  have  put  in  the  order 
if  I  had  not  been  aware  that  such  obstructions 
exist.  It  ought  to  be  taken  for  granted  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  that  I  would  not  nave  put  in 
such  an  order  without  personal  knowledge  that 
such  obstructions  exist.  I  certainly  should  not 
put  in  an  order  instructing  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners to  perform  a  certain  duty  in  the  way  of 
removing  obstructions  in  the  streets,  such  as 
earth,  barrels  and  rubbish,  that  were  not  there  to 
be  removed,  and  of  which  I  had  no  personal 
knowledge.  I  would  not  put  in  an  order  merely 
presuming  such  things  might  be  there,  and  ask 
the  commissioners  to  take  steps  to  remove  them. 
But  it  is  a  fact  that  the  line  of  widening  the 
street  is  obstructed  by  the  piling  of  mounds  ol 
earth,  and  the  placing  of  hogsheads  and  barrels. 
Of  course  it  is  essential  that  barrels  of  lime  and 
cement  and  other  articles  used  in  the  erection  of 
buildings  should  be  placed  there,  but  it  is  net 
necessary  that  the  street  should  be  obstructed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — As  the  matter  seems 
to  be  a  little  in  doubt,  I  would  move  the  reference 
of  the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Police,  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  the  advisability  of  passing  the  order. 
That  will  give  them  a  chance  to  understand  the 
matter  of  the  legality  of  the  order  and  the  neces- 
sity for  it.  I  think  that  will  probably  be  as  far  as 
it  is  prudent  for  the  Council  to  go  at  the  present 
time. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Police  with  instructions,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Whit- 
more.    Sent  up. 

THE  REVISION  OF  THE  ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  authorized 
to  prepare  and  print  a  list  of  the  special  statutes 
relating  to  the  town  and  city  of  Boston,  with 
suitable  explanations  as  to  what  of  them  are  in 
force,  etc.;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  $300,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  would  say  in  explanation  of  that 
order  that  it  is  a  matter  which  has  incidentaHy 
come  up  in  the  codification  of  the  ordinances  the 
Council  have  instructed  the  committee  to  make. 
The  list  has  already  been  prepared,  and  the  only 
expense  will  be  that  of  printing. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr  Bailey  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 
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An  Ordinance 
Concerning    tlie   Joint   Standing  Committee  on 

Ordinances. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Every  ordinance  offered  in  either 
branch  of  the  City  Council  shall  be  referred 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who 
shall  report  in  print  any  draught  or  draughts 
thereof  agreed  to.  The"  said  joint  committee 
shall,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  represent 
the  city  before  all  committees  of  the  Legislature, 
either  personally  or  by  suitable  agents.  They 
shall  report  in  print  to  the  City  Council  all  bills, 
resolves  and  petitions  presented  to  the  Legisla- 
ture in  behalf  of  the  city  or  any  department  there- 
of, at  the  next  meeting  of  either  branch  after 
such  application  is  made,  or  earlier  at  their  dis- 
cretion. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  ordinance  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Bailey— In  explanation  I  will  say,  that  is 
one  of  those  matters  which  have  come  up  in  the 
codification  we  were  instructed  to  make.  It  does 
away  with  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters, 
putting  the  duties  now  exercised  by  them  into 
the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  For 
that  reason,  I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Legislative  Matters. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters.    Sent  up. 

EVBNIKG  CONCERTS  OS  THE  SEVENTEENTH. 

Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order— That 
in  addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  allowed, 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
be  authorized  to  expend  for  evening  concerts  the 
sum  of  $250,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  incidental  expenses. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the 
order  conflicts  with  the  16th  joint  rule,  which  re- 
quires that  when  any  committee  desires  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  an  object,  they  shall 
make  a  report  in  print  stating  their  expenditures 
and  why  they  need  more  money. 

Mr.  Wyman— I  will  explain  in  regard  to  the  or- 
der. It  is  understood  that  a  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  will  be  held  next  Saturday. 
Propositions  have  been  received  from  two  of  tlie 
bands  which  are  to  be  here  on  the  17th  to  give 
evening  concerts  complimentary  to  the  city— one 
on  the  Common  and  one  on  Blackstone  square. 
They  desire  the  city  to  provide  stands  and  prop- 
erly light  them.  If  that  rule  can  be  suspended  I 
think — 

The  President— It  is  a  joint  rule,  and  cannot  be 
suspended  by  the  Common  Council. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Wyman  offered  the  order  in  a 
different  form,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  the 
sum  of  $250  for  the*purpose  of  erecting  and  light- 
ing stands  for  concerts  to  be  given  on  the  17th 
inst.;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Incidentals. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  object  somewhat 
to  the  form  of  the  order.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  a 
very  transparent  attempt  to  whip  the  devil- 
around  the  stump  It  is  virtually  an  appropria- 
tion to  be  added  to  that  for  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, but  that  of  course  is  a  matter  of  form  for  the 
President  to  decide  as  to  whether  it  has  any  ap- 
plication to  the  joint  rule.  I  suppose  in  case  it  is 
adopted  it  will  require  a  yea  and  nay  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  inemners  present  and  voting,  as  in 
any  other  appropriation  for  the  celebration  of  the 
4th  of  July  and  other  like  purposes.  It  certainly 
must  be  passed  by  at  least  such  a  vote  as  that.  I 
doubt  if  the  order  can  receive  that  number  of 
votes.  But  beyond  that,  I  hope  the  member  of 
the  committee  will  have  the  kindness  to  state  again 
the  object  of  the  order.  There  was  such  a  tumult 
when  the  gentleman  arose  before,  although  I 
gave  him  ail  the  attention  possible,  I  could  not 
fully  understand  the  subject.  I  hope  he  will  fa- 
vor us  with  some  reasons  in  regard  to  it,  even  at 
the  risk  of  repetition,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  did  not  hear  his  statement.  I  would  ask  the 
Chair  as  to  whether  it  will  require  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting? 

The  President; — The  Chair  is  of  opinion  it  will 
require  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and 
voting  to  pass  the  order. 

Mr.  Wyman— I  would  say  that  this  matter  is 
rather  new  to  me.  I  was  called  out  by  the  clerk 
of  committees,  who  stated  that  two  bands  had 
tendered  concerts  complimentary  to  the  city  of 


Boston  on  the  17th,  in  the  evening,  one  to  take 
place  on  the  Common  and  one  on  Blackstone 
jquare.  They  request  the  city  to  provide  the 
stands  and  light  them.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
mon have  no  money  for  that  purpose.  In  regard 
to  the  expense  of  'lighting,  the  proposition  is  to 
have  an  electric  light. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  inquire  whether  the 
appropriation  for  concerts  to  be_  given  by  the 
Committee  on  Common  is  already  "exhausted.  If 
not,  why  is  it  necessary  for  them  to  come  forward 
with  this  request?  As  I  understand  the  matter, 
if  they  can  vary  the  terms  of  their  appropriation, 
which  I  believe  they  can,  it  seems  to  me  they  have 
abundant  means  at  the  present  time  to  give  these 
concerts  out  of  their  own  appropriation.  Jf  not, 
they  are  merely  doing  the  work  which  should  be- 
long to  the  Committee  on  the  Celebration  of  the 
17th,  and  i  hope  the  responsibility  will  be  placed 
on  that  committee  and  not  upon  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Squares.  This  is  evidently  an 
appropriation  for  the  celebration  of  the  17th,  and 
ought  to  be  charged  to  that  committee.  If  the 
Council  intend  to  vote  it,  let  them  give 
it  to  that  committee  to  spend;  but  to  put 
it  upon  the  shoulders  of  another  committee  seems 
to  be  hardly  dignified  after  all  the  discussion  we 
have  had.  It  the  Council  sees  tit  to  reverse  its 
action  and  \o~.e  any  sum  of  money,  no  matter 
how  small,  to  help  them  out,  let  us  g'ive  it  to  that 
committee.  But  as  we  have  already  had  an  ap- 
propriation for  music  this  year,  and'  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  has  a  large  sum  of  money  still  to 
its  credit,  I  presume  if  they  aesire  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  attending  to  this  matter,  they 
can  go  ahead  and  do  it  out  of  their  regular  appro- 
priation, and  trust  to  the  liberality  of  the  next 
Council  to  give  them  more  money.  I  move  as  an 
amendment  that  the  committee  on  celebration  of 
the  17th  be  empowered  to  do  these  things  instead 
of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  should  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  who  reported  the  orcier  about  the 
band  stand  which  has  already  been  placed  upon 
the  Common,  why  it  cannot  be  used  for  this 
purpose.  It  has  been  used  for  giving  the  con- 
certs by  the  city,  and  will  only  need  lighting.  It 
will  save  a  considerable  expense  to  use  it,  and 
$250  would  be  more  than  is  necessary. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  why  it  is  necessary  to 
have  an  electric  light.  The  ordinary  gaslight  has 
been  sufficient  for  previoas  concerts.  The  Com- 
mon is  thoroughly  lighted  by  gas,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  the  bands  cannot  play  with  that  light. 

Mr.  Wyman— The  new  stand  is  for  a  large  band 
of  sixty-five  pieces.  It  will  be  necessary  to  take 
down  the  present  stand  and  put  up  a  large  one. 
A  proposition  has  been  made  to  bring  on  an  elec- 
tric light  from  New  York  of  57,000  candle  power, 
which' Will  illuminate  the  whole  parade  ground, 
where  it  is  proposed  to  put  the  stand. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  beg  to  remind  the  Council 
that  when  we  made  the  last  additional  appropria- 
tion for  music,  I  think  for  the  Fourth  of  July,  the 
sum  was  not  entirely  expended.  That  appropria- 
tion was  mad  s  in  the  interests  of  harmony  in  one 
section.  I  do  not  see  by  the  explanation  made 
that  it  is  at  all  evident  that  $250  will  be  required 
for  this  exact  purpose.  The  gentleman  stated 
when  he  arose  that  it  is  something  entirely  new 
to  him.  I,  therefore,  renew  my  suggestion  that  if 
the  Council  is  inclined  to  grant  this  money  at  all, 
it  will  be  given  to  the  committee  on  the  17th, 
who  have  paid  so  much  attention  to  this  matter, 
and  understand  where  this  money  can  be  spent, 
and  do  the  most  good.  If  there  is  any  little  bal- 
ance left  they  can  use  it  for  some  other  purpose. 
It  seems  to  me  unwise  to  divide  the  celebration 
between  two  committees.  If  it  is  to  be  done  at 
all,  I  sincerely  trust  it  will  be  d'ine  openly  and 
squarely  and  the  money  given  to  the  committee 
who  have  charge  of  the  celebration. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  21— I  do  not  suppose  the 
committee  on  the  17th  have  any  objection  to  the 
passage  of  this  order.  They  will  have  to  go  before 
the  Committee  on  Common  to  get,  consent  to  have 
the  concerts,  and  the  matter  might  as  well  go  to 
them  in  the  Hist  place. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  0— As  has  been  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  it  seems  to  me  this  i*  ;i 
part  of  the  celebration  on  the  17th.  If  that  is  so, 
the  committee  on  the  celebration  of  that  day  will 
attend  to  it  if  they  choose.  It  is  not  a  necessary 
thing  at  all.  It  is  only  going  to  be  a  part  of  the 
general  illumination  and  celebration  in  the  even- 
ing. If  the  committee  think  it  will  be  a  good 
thing  they  can  attend  to  it,  and  cut  oil'  something 
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else.  I  do  not  think  it  is  imperative  to  make  an 
additional  appropriation  tor  that  day.  On  the 
whole,  I  think  it  would  not  be  wise  to  pass  the 
order,  although  I  have  no  particular  objection  to 
the  measure  proposed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  say  that  1  heartily 
agree  with  the  gentleman  who  preceded  me. 
Further,  I  believe  we  ought  not  to  give  anj  more 
money  for  the  celebration  of  the  17th,  and  still 
further,  I  think  no  more  money  ought  to  be  spent 
in  the  evening  of  that  day.  It  seems  to  me  the 
committee  have  made  a  great  mistake  in  this 
midnight  parade  and  attempt  to  have  a  celebra- 
tion in  the  evening.  It  is  a  great  risk  for  the 
committee  to  assume.  If  they  succeed,  as  l  trust 
they  will,  they  will  receive  the  thanks  of  the  pub- 
lic. In  conversation  with  one  of  the  Police  Com- 
missioners, he  toldjuie  there  would  be  more  trouble 
and  fret  on  the  part  of  the  department  to  take 
care  of  the  evening  display  than  there  would  be 
for  the  whole  day.  Any  attempt  to  have  a  celebra- 
tion m  the  evening  brings  an  additional  strain  up- 
on the  department.  If  we  continue  to  increase  the 
attractions  of  the  celebration  on  that  particular 
evening,  it  will- be  very  unwise.  For  that  reason, 
I  hope  every  member  will  vote  against  appropri- 
ating 3ny  money  at  all.  At  all  events,  I  hope  the 
responsibility  will  be  placed  where  it  should  be 
and  the  amendment  I  have  offered  be  accepted  if 
the  order  is  to  be  passed  at  all.  I  sincerely  trust 
that  those  gentlemen  who  before  refused  to  in- 
crease the  amount  of  the  appropriation  will  con- 
sistently vote  against  the  increase,  even  by  this 
comparatively  small  sum  of  money. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council 
was  divided,  20  for,  20  against,  and  the  President 
voted  in  the  negative,  declaring  the  amendment 
lost.  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  doubted  the  count  and 
called  for  another  count,  stating  that  the  num- 
ber of  votes  in  the  first  division  had  not  been  re- 
ported correctly.  The  President  ordered  another 
division,  and  the  amendment  was  declared  lost — 
23  for,  26  against. 


The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wyman  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  that  the 
order  might  be  passed  tonight.  The  rule  was 
declared  not  suspended.  Mr.  Wyman  doubted 
the  vote,  a  division  was  had,  and  the  rule  was  de- 
clared suspended— 29  for,  14  against. 

Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for 
a  verification  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  on  being 
put  by  the  President,  was  declared  lost.  Mr. 
Whitmore  withdrew  the  doubt  in  order  to  allow 
the  matter  to  come  to  a  direct  vote,  saying  that 
was  all  he  desired. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended  and  the  order 
was  put  upon  its  passage. 

The  order  was  rejected— yeas  25,  nays  28. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bailey,  Cronin,  Devine,  Devlin, 
Dixon,  Donahoe,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Howard, 
Kendricken,  Lauten,  Lovell,  McLaughlin,  Mur- 
phy, Pray,  Rogers,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  Sibley,  Daniel 
J.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Tucker, 
Viles,  Walsh,  Ward,  Wyman — 25. 

Xays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Austin,  Blakemore, 
Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Christal,  Coe,  Dud- 
ley, Farwell,  Freeman,  Ureenough,  Hagar,  Han- 
cock, Hart,  Lane,  McNamara,  Morrison,  Nason, 
O'Dowd,  Perkins,  N.  Sawyer,  Sweetser,  Swift, 
Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams— 28. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barry,  Bigelow, 
Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Denney,  C.  F.  Do- 
herty,  J.  Doherty,  Folan,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Hosley, 
Maguire,  Parkman,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  Taylor, 
Wharton— 18. 

CHARLES  RIVER,  EMBANKMENT. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  called  attention  of  the 
Committee -'u  Public  Parks  to  the  order  relating 
to  the  Charles  River  embankment  offered  June  3, 
upon  which  no  report  had  been  made,  and  he 
gave  notice  that  he  should  call  for  one  at  the 
next  meeting. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.Chnstal  of  Ward  8, 
and  stood  adjourned  for  two  weeks. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    13,    1880. 

Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  F.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  P^  titions  torleave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Coleman  Cook,  brick,  three  additional 
horses,  71  Trenton  street,  Ward  1;  R.  T.  Paine, 
Jr.,  new  brick,  twenty  horses,  Buckingham  street, 
Ward  11. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  John  Hunnewell 
et  al.,  that  Perkins  street,  Charlestown,  be  light- 
ed. Nathaniel  M.  Jewett  et  al.,  that  gas  lamps 
be  substituted  for  oil  lamps  in  certain  streets  in 
East  Boston. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  John  Lane, 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  caused  by 
a  gate  at  draw  of  Warren  Bridge,  Aug.  12,  1880. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Petitions  foi  leave  to  erect 
wooden  buildings  as  follows:  H.  Barker  &  Co., 
North  Beacon  street,  opposite  Lyman  avenue; 
Butchers'  Slaughtering  and  Melting  Association, 
Market  street,  near  Winship  street;  William  B. 
Blackmore,  Park  street,  near  Pelton  street,  Ward 
23;  J.  C.  Wadleigh,  rear  of  Market  street,  near 
Western  avenue;  Stephen  W.  Harvey,  128"Border 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Telephone  De- 
spatch Company,  for  leave  to  erect  telegraph 
poles  in  sundry  streets  of  Roxbury  and  West  Rox- 
bury;  M.  P.  Pickering  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on 
East  Canton  street,  between  Harrison  avenue 
and  Albany  street  (east  side);  D.  H.  McKay,  for 
flagging  crossing  across  Victoria  street  at  Dor- 
chester avenue;  Charles  H.  Moore,  for  leave  to 
place  a  lamp  and  post  in  front  of  Nos.  736  and  738 
Washington  street,  with  the  words  "New  Marl- 
boro' Hotel"  thereon;  Samuel  H.  Russell  etal., 
that  Doane  street  be  repaired  and  made  safe  for 
travel;  John  Soiey,  to  move  wooden  building 
from  119  Marginal  street  to  124  Marginal  street; 
Anna  M.  Mayer,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk 
at  46  Vale  street;  David  K.  Reed,  for  edgestones 
at  16  and  18  Vale  street;  J.  A.  Hathaway,  for 
brick  sidewalk  on  Rockland  street,  Brighton; 
Hannah  Kelley,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  380  West 
Second  street;  W.  S.  Rand  et  al.,  that  Gloucester 
street  be  graded,  etc. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Treatment  of 
the  Poor.  William  J.  O'Brien  et  al.,  for  more 
adequate  provision  for  supplying  the  sick  poor 
with  medical  advice  and  medicine,  free. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for 
the  removal  of  three  trees  from  P  street,  between 
First  and  Second  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Maria  H.  Davis 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Enfield  street;  George  W. 
Goldsmith  et  al.,  against  the  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Centre  and  Orchard  streets. 

HEARINGS 

were  had  as  follows: 

Metropolitan  Railroad. 

On  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  lay  down  a  double  track  on 
Meridien  street  Bridge.  No  objection'?.  Recom- 
mitted to  Committee  on  Paving. 

Elevated  Railroads. 

On  petitions  of  the  Boston  and  Brookline  Rail- 
road Associates,  of  the  Boston  and  Dorchester 
Railroad  Associates,  and  of  the  Charlestown  and 
Milton  Railroad  Associates,  for  the  approval  of 
their  respective  locations  within  this  city. 

George  H.  Towle  appeared  for  the  petitioners, 
saying  he  had  at  a  previous  hearing  explained 
the  law  under  which  these  petitions  were  brought, 
and  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  until  the  Board 
accept  or  refuse  the  proposed  route.  The  only 
question  was  for  the  Board  to  say  whether  they 
will  or  will  not  agree  to  it.  The  petitioners  were 
prepared  with  evidence  to  show  they  had  com- 
plied with  '-.he  law  in  these  cases,  as  well  as  in  the 
other. 

Alderman  Slade— If  there  is  nothing  further  to 
be  offered,  I  move  that  this  matter  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  with  directions  to  con- 
fer with  the  City  Solicitor  on  the  subject. 


The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  petition  of 
the  Cambridge  and  South  Boston  Railroad  Asso- 
ciates was  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  with  the  same  instruc- 
tions as  in  the  other  cases. 

C.  A.  Welch  entered  an  appearance  as  remon- 
strant on  behalf  of  sundry  citizens  of  Boston. 
Moses  Williams,  Jr.,  did  the  same. 

Mr.  Nickerson  appeared  for  sundry  remon- 
strants, and  presented  remonstrances  signed  by 
C.  D.  Cobb  and  93  others,  G.  W.  Armstrong  and 
60  others,  Nathan  Tufts  and  97  others,  S.  Tilton 
and  61  others,  Allen  Brothers,  Jordan,  Marsh  & 
Co.,  and  94  others,  A.  Lovejoy  and  55  others,  all 
against  the  granting  of  any  permit  to  construct 
elevated  railroads  in  the  city.  Severally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  with  the  same  direc- 
tions as  in  the  other  cases. 

John  Kendall  appeared  for  himself  and  others 
on  Commercial  street  to  remonstrate  against  the 
granting  of  any  such  permit. 

Sewer. 

On  proposed  construction  of  sewer  in  Glen 
road,  West  Roxbury,  no  objections.  Recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

STEAM  ROLLER  IN  THE  STREETS. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz.: 
Acceptance  of  report  allowing  the  steam  roller, 
owned  by  the  city,  to  appear  in  the  trades  pro- 
cession on  the  17th  inst. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  understand  from  Mr.  Slack, 
who  represents  the  committee  in  charge  of  the 
trades  "procession,  that  permission  was  given 
these  parties  to  enter  their  machine  on  that  day. 
It  is  now  proposed,  if  permission  is  given  by  the 
Board,  to  place  it  at  the  end  of  the  procession,  so 
that  if  any  accident  occurs  to  it  it  can  be  moved 
and  cause  no  inconvenience. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Report  of  Police  Commissioners  for  the  months 
of  June,  July  and  August.    Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Police  in  favor  of  the 
establishment  of  a  new  police  division  on  the 
Back  Bay.  Accepted  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  by  the  City 
Council  on  subject  regulating  steamboats  and 
steamboat  travel  in  this  harbor. 

Alderman  Flynn— If  there  is  no  ordinance  on 
this  subject,  I  would  like  to  know  why  tnis  mat- 
ter was  not  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  report  an  ordinance  regulating  these 
steamboats.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  matter  which 
requires  the  careful  attention  of  every  member  of 
this  Government,  to  see  that  these  steamboats 
are  not  overloaded. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  with 
directions  to  report  a  suitable  ordinance  if  the 
city  has  power  in  the  premises.     Sent  down. 

Report  in  favor  of  grading  the  East  Chester- 
pars  extension.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Ordinances  of  a 
vote  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  the  police  force  by 
the  addition  of  ten  men.    Concurred. 

Order  to  pay  the  widow  of  Timothy  J.  O'Neil 
the  amount  of  pay  due  to  him  as  a  police  officer 
at  the  time  of  his  decease.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  and  order  for  a  temporary  loan  of  $1,- 
500,000,  to  be  paid  before  April  30,  1881.  Passed  in 
concurrence — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

An  ordinance  concerning  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Ordinances— providing  that  said 
committee  shall  attend  to  all  matters  before  the 
Legislature  affecting  the  interests  of  thia  city. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  printing  of  all  special  statutes  re- 
lating to  this  city  at  a  cost  of  §300.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  Police  Commissioners  to  cause  the 
removal  of  all  obstructions  and  rubbish  on  new 
line  of  Commercial  street.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  to  report  on  the  propriety  oJ 
passing  said  order,  in  concurrence. 

CONSTABLES'  BONDS   APPROVED. 

Tho  bonds  of  John  R.  Barry  and  several  others, 
Constables,  being  presented  duly  certified  by  the 
City  Treasurer,  were  approved  by  the  Boaid.j 
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LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— One  bootblack, 
eight  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

STREET    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
*the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  damages  oc- 
casioned by  laying  out  streets  as  follows:  John 
E.  Blakemore,  §279. GO,  laying  out  of  Blakemore 
street;  Patrick  Duffy,  §300,  laying  out  of  Parnell 
street;  John  E.  Blakemore,  §208.46,  widening  of 
Brown  avenue  and  Florence  street  at  their  junc- 
tion; Michael  Connor,  §360.  extension  of  Geneva 
avenue  to  Warren  street.    Severally  passed. 

A    PERSONAL    EXPLANATION. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege,  and  to  make  a  personal  explanation. 
In  the  Evening  Transcript  of  Sept.  9  I  rind 
the  following  communication,  which  I  will  read, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Board : 

"A?iswer  to  Alderman    WooJley. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Transcript :  In  the  offi- 
cial report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen published  in  the  Transcript  of  Tuesday 
evening  last,  during  the  debate  on  the  proposed 
ordinance  to  regulate  the  erection  of  telegraph 
and  telephone  wires,  Alderman  Woolley  is  report- 
ed as  having  said  'that  reform  should  commence 
at  home.  If  members  will  look  at  City  Hall,  the 
Court  House  and  adjacent  buildings,  they  will  see 
the  fire  and  police  telegraph  wires  are  run  just  as 
these  very  gentlemen  object  to,  from  the  op- 
posite side  down  to  the  second  or  third  stories  on 
the  other  side.  lam  glad  the  motion  is  made.' 
These  statements  gather  additional  weight  from 
the  fact  that  the  "Alderman  is  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Fire  Department,  and  is  pre- 
sumed to  know  what  he  says  when  speaking  of 
that  department.  So  tar  as  the  wires  of  the 
alarm  department  are  concerned,  the  statement 
of  the  Alderman  is  wholly  untrue,  as  he  could  easi- 
ly ascertain,  if  he  only  took  the  trouble  to  inform 
'himself  before  making  his  rash  and  unjust  state- 
ment. The  wires  of  the  tire  alarm  on  the  City  Hall, 
the  Court  House  and  the  adjacent  buildings 
are  run  over  all  other  wires,  and  are  at  least  from 
ten  to  fifteen  feet  above  the  roofs  of  these  build- 
ings, except  in  one  case  where  it  is  necessary  to 
run  the  wires  to  the  alarm  box  in  Station  2.  jus- 
tice to  the  present  efficient  superintendent  de- 
mands a  contradiction  of  the  statements  of  Al- 
derman Woolley.  who,  on  more  than  one  occasion 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  has  unjustly  criticised 
and  attacked  this  branch  without  any  personal 
knowledge  of  facts  to  sustain  him. 

John  E.  Fitzgerald." 

Mr.  Chairman— I  conclude  that  that  is  from  the 
Hon.  John  E.  Fitzgerald,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  although  I  find  an- 
other John  E.  Fitzgerald  in  the  Boston  Directory. 
Now,  st,  I  consider  it  my  duty  and  privilege  to 
criticise  the  action  of  any  board  or  any  gentle- 
man who  is  in  charge  of  any  department  of  the 
government  of  this  city.  I  believe  it  is  my  duty 
so  to  do,  and  I  believe  the  place  to  do  it  is  in  this 
City  Hall,  and  in  this  Aldermen's  room,  and  I 
don't  propose  to  do  it  anywhere  else.  Whenever  I 
<Io  so  It  is  with  an  honest  conviction  and  not 
with  any  prejudice  at  all.  Wow,  sir,  I 
liave  only  to  repeat  my  words  of  last  Monday, 
and  say  I  do  think  reform  should  commence  at 
home.  I  meant  no  insinuations  at  all  against  the 
Fire  Department, or  its  efficient  Superintendent.  I 
meant,  as  I  said,  that  reform  should  commence  at 
home,  and  if  the  wires  about  the  city  of  Boston 
are  run  in  such  a  manner  as  would  be  against  the 
best  interests  of  the  workings  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, the  Fire  Department,  as  represented  by 
these  honorable  gentlemen,  was  the  place  to  com- 
mence reform,  by  the  running  of  wires  on  our 
own  city  buildings.  The  gentleman  states  in  his 
communication  that  my  statement  is  false.  I  say 
I  am  ready  to  stand  by  it  and  prove  it,  and  take 
the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms  with  me 
and  show  it  to  him,  if  that  is  necessa- 
ry. The  facts  are  these:  There  are  at 
present  two  wires— not  one,  as  the  gentleman 
says — belonging  to  the  Fire  Department,  run- 
ning from  the  top  of  City  Hall  across  City  Hall 
avenue  to  Station  2,  which,  in  my  opinion,  would 
he  very  much  in  the  way  in  case  of  a  fire  in  this 
block,  or  perhaps  in  the  rear  of  the  police  station 


house.  There  are  thirty-eight  wires  belonging  to 
the  Police  Department  running  from  the  top  of 
the  Sherman  House  to  City  Hall  across  City  Hall 
avenue  to  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Police.  There  are  twenty-six  wires  running  from 
the  Sherman  House  to  the  lower  story  of  the  sta- 
tion house  belonging  to  the  Police  Department, 
which  would  be  very  detrimental  to  the  raising  of 
ladders  if  a  fire  was  in  the  rear  of  the  Sherman 
House  or  in  the  rear  of  the  police  station.  There 
are  four  wires  running  from  the  police 
station  house  to  the  lower  story  of  City 
Hall  belonging  to  the  Water  or 'Lamp  De- 
partment. Yet,  notwithstanding  the  state- 
ment to  the  contrary,  they  run  diagonally 
across  the  street  in  this  objectionable  manner. 
There  is  one  wire  running  from  Barristers'  Hall 
across  Court  square  to  the  office  of  the  sheriff  in 
the  Court  House.  This  wire,  I  understand,  was 
very  much  in  the  way  at  tne  tire  in  the  Sherman 
House,  and  although  it  has  been  reported  on,  if  I 
understand  aright  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Fire  Alarms,  still  no  action  has  been  taken  by 
the  Board  to  have  it  removed.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  that  though 
these  wires  are  not  under  the  control  of  i  he  Fire 
Commissioners,  if  the  Fire  Commissioners  should 
apply  to  the  several  departments — to  the  ■ 
Police  Commissioners,  to  the  Water  Board, 
or  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  etc.,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  the  wires  would  be  relocated.  I 
say  that  if  we  are  going  to  dictate  to  corpora- 
tions and  individuals  how  their  wires  should  be 
run,  and  if  we  are  going  to  regulate  them,  let  us 
commence  at  home,  and  commence  the  reform 
there.  I  repeat,  as  I  said  before,  there  is  the 
place  to  commence  it,  and  I  am  ready  to  stand  by 
my  statement  of  last  Monday,  and  prove  it,  the 
statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman  notwith- 
standing. I  think  he  is  the  one  who  is  not  so 
thoroughly  posted  as  he  might  be.  I  certainly 
understood  "from  Alderman  Slade  that  he  had 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  that  the  Fire 
Commissioners  had  authority,  whenever  those 
wires  were  run  in  any  way  not  for  the  good  of  the 
Fire  Department,  by'  applying  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving  or  this  Board,  the  wires  couldjbe  re- 
moved.   I  certainly  so  understood  him. 

Alderman  Slade — Correct. 

Alderman  Woolley— And  I  don't  see  why  the 
Fire  Commissioners  have  n't  all  the  power  that 
they  need,  if  they  see  fit  to  use  it.  Now,  sir,  in 
regard  to  casting  any  reflections  upon  the  Super- 
intendent of  Fire  Alarms,  that  was  the  last  thing 
I  intended  to  do.  If  there  is  a  gentleman  con- 
nected with  the  Fire  Department  who  thoroughly 
understands  his  business,  it  is  Mr.  Flanders,  the 
Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms.  He  thoroughly 
understands  his  business,  is  a  thorough  fireman, 
and  gives  his  whole  time  to  attending  to  his  du- 
ties. Knowing  him,  and  knowing  his  ability,  I 
would  be  the  last  man  to  undertake  to  re- 
flect upon  him.  But  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  running  of 
these  wires.  He  had  notning  to  do  with  running 
them  there.  It  is  not  his  business.  It  is  the  duty 
of  this  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  get  the 
necessary  power  and  order  the  superintendent  to 
remove  them  if  necessary  It  looks  to  me  as  if  this 
was  an  effort  to  prejudice  the  Fire  Department 
against  me  individually.  Now,  although  this  is 
not  the  proper  place,  perhaps,  yet  I  will  mention 
this,  that  I  don't  know  why  anybody  should  think 
of  such  a  thing.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,,  it  is 
well  known  that  I  have  been  connected  with  the 
Fire  Department  over  thirty  years,  directly  or  in- 
directly. In  my  opinion,  the  Chief  Engineer 
is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  He  is  equal  to 
any  and  second  to  none,  in  my  opinion.  The 
Assistant  Epgineers  of  the  Fire  Department 
are  men  whom  I  know  well.  I  have  run  on  the 
road,  and  worked  on  the  brake  and  on  the  ladder 
with  them.  I  say  there  is  not  one  of  those  assist- 
ant Engineers  but  possesses  the  ability  to  be  Chief 
Engineer  in  case  of  a  fire.  As  for  the  members 
of  the  Fire  Department,  many  of  them  are  known 
to  me  from  my  connection  with  the  department, 
and  I  have  only  to  speak  in  praise  of  every  rtfan, 
so  far  as  I  know.  I  think  Boston  has  a  Fire  De- 
partment second  to  none  in  the  United  States,  or 
any  country,  and  I  don't  know  a  single  individual 
in  the  Fire  Department  but  whom  I  consider  ca- 
pable of  filling  his  position. 

PAY  OF  A  DECEASED  EMPLOYE. 

Alderman  Viles,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
submitted  an  order— That  the  City  Treasurer  be 
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authorized  to  pay  to  Mrs.  Edward  McGuire  the 
sum  of  $15.16,  the  same  being  for  services  ren- 
dered the  Health  Department  by  Edward  Mc- 
Guire, an  employe"  in  said  department.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows :  Chauncey 
Thomas,  103  Chestnut  street,  Ward  9;  A.  P. 
Wbeelock,  Hancock  street,  Ward  24;  Louis  D. 
Bartlett,  Jeffries  street,  Ward  2.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions  to  occupy  stables:  E.  Farnsworth,  How- 
ard avenue,  Ward  20;  Constant  F.  Drury,  5  Mt. 
Pleasant  place,  Ward  20.    Severally  accepted. 

NEWTON-STREET    PASSAGEWAY. 

Alderman  Yiles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health  on  the  communication 
from  the  Board  of  Health  respecting  the  drain- 
age, grading  and  paving  of  the  passageway  west- 
erly and  parallel  with  Tremont  street  between 
West  Newton  street  and  West  Springfield  street, 
recommending  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving.    Accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers  : 

Order  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Dix 
street,  Dorchester,  between  estate  of  O.  Under- 
wood and  Dorchester  avenue.    Passed. 

Order  for  a  hearing  on  Monday  next  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  a  common  sewer  in 
White  avenue,  West  Koxbury,  between  Woodman 
street  and  land  of  Mrs.  C.  A.  Connor,  through 
land  of  said  Connor  to  Centre  street,  and  in  Cen- 
tre street  from  land  of  said  Connor  to  Orchard 
street,  and  in  Orchard  street.    Passed. 

PAT  OF  A  DECEASED  EX-PATROLMAN. 

Alderman  Yiles  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Police,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  communication  from  the 
Police  Commissioners  relative  to  a  certain  sum  of 
money  due  from  the  city  to  ex-Patrolman  John 
C.  Carr,  recently  deceased,  having  given  the  mat- 
ter attention,  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  the  widow  of  John  C. 
Carr,  deceased,  the  amount  due  said  Carr  as  pen- 
sioner of  the  Police  Department  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

PROJECTING  SIGNS  REFUSED. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  F.  C.  Goodwin  & 
Co.  to  project  flag  signs  from  the  upper  story  of 
Mechanic  Association  Building,  corner  of  Avon 
and  Chauncy  streets,  till   Nov.  1, 1880.    Accepted. 

FANEUIL    HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
the  petition  of  W.  W.  Doherty  and  others  for  use 
of  said  hall  on  Sept.  15  instant,  for  a  political 
meeting.    Accepted. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  Edward  D.  Chapin  for  leave  to  trans- 
fer lease  of  stalls  61  and  G3,  Faneuil  Hall  Market, 
and  cellar  No.  11*4,  to  Freeman  J.  Doe  and  Charles 
H.  Gass.    Accepted. 

PAVING   REPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  John 
H.  W.  Hollis  et  al.,  for  crossing  across  Brighton 
avenue;  L.  B.  Abbott,  for  crossing  on  Albany 
street,  Ward  20;  J.  W.  Johnson  &  Co.,  to  place  a 
street  lamp  on  Brattle  street  in  front  of  Quincy 
House.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petition:  George  James  et  al.,  against  laying 
Sidewalk  in  Seaverns  avenue.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalKS  in  front 
of  estates  of  William  D.  Crockett,  50  Dale  street; 
Lydia  Y.  Pierce,  1  Laurel  street;  Mary  Prescott, 
555  East  Fifth  street;  Trinity  Church,  Newbury 
and  Clarendon  streets;  C.  B.  Wilson,  238  Commer- 
cial street;  Joseph  Graham,  Albion  and  Paul 
streets;  the  northerly  side  of  Burroughs  street; 
of  Harriet  A.  Pearsall,  9  Laurel  street;  and  Ed- 


ward Reynolds,  Blue  Hill  avenue;  for  edgestones 
in  front  of  estates  on  Rockland  avenue,  and  of 
estate  of  N.  G.  Eliot,  Fairland  street,  Roxbury; 
for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estate  of  Dennis  O'Reilley,  Jr.,  321  West  Third 
street.    Orders  passed. 

Order  to  abate  sidewalk  assessment  of  Antoi- 
nette Marie  on  Auburn  street,  $8.83.    Passed. 

Orders  granting  permission  to  the  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad  Company  to  close  Travers  street 
between  Canal  and  Haverhill  streets;  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  Company  to  close  Knee- 
land  street  between  Albany  and  Lincoln  streets; 
severally  against  public  travel  on  the  17th  inst. 
Passed. 

Order  granting  John  F.  Mead  permission  to 
close  Harwich  street  between  Dartmouth  and 
Yarmouth  streets  against  public  travel  for  two 
months  on  account  of  the  erection  of  a  block  of 
houses  covering  the  whole  of  the  west  side  of 
said  street.    Passed. 

Order  granting  permission  to  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  to  lay  a  cross  connection  be- 
tween its  track  and  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  on  East  Dover  street,  near 
Washington  street,  for  use  on  the  17th  inst. 
Passed. 

Order  to  abate  assessments  on  William  T. 
Stearns  and  sister,  $110.82,  for  edgestone,  etc., 
on  Cambridge  street,  Ward  4,  and  to  reassess  the 
same  as  follows:  W.  S.  Stearns  and  sister,  S44.27; 
William  Stearns  et  al.,  $39.44:  heirs  of  Sarah  W. 
Stearns,  $25.34.    Passed. 

Orders  to  pave  Richmond  street,  between  Ful- 
ton and  Commercial  streets,  with  small  granite 
blocks,  estimated  cost  $1500;  to  grade  Eldon 
street,  also  to  pave  the  gutters  and  macadamize 
the  roadway,  estimated  cost  $3000;  to  grade  and 
macadamize  DeWolf  street,  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones and  pave  the  gutters  on  said  street.  Sev- 
erally passed. 

HARBOR. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  the 
Harbor  Master  be  directed  to  prohibit  any  vessel 
discharging  cargo  or  ballast  while  lying  in  the 
stream,  without  first  obtaining  an  anchorage  per- 
mit from  him. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  reason  for  offering  the 
order  is  this:  There  has  been  considerable  trouble 
lately  by  large  and  small  vessels.  Pilots  <tnd  cap- 
tains bring  them  into  the  harbor  and  drop  anchor 
right  in  the  stream.  They  lie  there  three  or  four 
days,  and  the  Harbor  Master  supposes  they  are 
going  to  come  ashore  and  unload.  Then  the 
lighters  and  barges  come  out  to  them  and  com- 
mence to  unload  them,  and  then  the  Harbor  Mas- 
ter has  to  get  them  out  of  the  way,  which  causes 
considerable  inconvenience  and  expense.  The 
idea  is  that  they  shall  not  begin  to  unload  until 
after  they  get  a  permit  from  the  Harbor  Master. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

INSPECTION  OF  VINEGAR. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  and  orders  to  pay  the 
Inspector  of  Vinegar  $1500  per  annum  from  July 
3,1880,  and  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  tore- 
port  what  changes  in  the  statutes  are  expedient 
upon  this  subject. 

Alderman  Slade — The  Alderman  on  my  right 
[Alderman  Flynn]  asked  me  this  moment  if  this 
matter  had  been  before  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries. I  believe  it  has  not.  I  will  state  that  I  have 
seen  this  man  that  has  been  appointed  Inspector 
of  Vinegar,  Mr.  Bowker,  and  have  had  a  conver- 
sation with  him,  and  anybody  that  saw  the  Bos- 
ton Journal  a  few  weeks  ago  will  see  substantial- 
ly what  was  the  talk  between  Mr.  Bowker  and 
myself  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  have  also  seen 
more  or  less  of  the  farmers!  that  make  cider 
vinegar,  who  got  the  law  passed  through  the 
Legislature,  and  their  argument  is  substantially 
this:  That  they  make  a  large  amount  of  cider  vin- 
egar, which  they  cannot  sell  to  compete  with  the 
vinegar  sold  in  the  market,  and  this  law 
was  made  for  the  protection  of  the  par- 
ties who  have  this  large  amount  of  cider 
vinegar  that  they  cannot  very  well  sell.  I  asked 
Mr.  Bowker  this  question  which  I  asked  in  the 
Board  in  the  early  stage  of  this  matter,  whether 
this  $1500  covered  all  the  expenses.  lie  said  it 
did— office  rent,  and  any  and  all  expenses  that 
will  accrue  under  this  act,  this  $1500  was  to  pay. 
As  we  have  got  to  have  at  least  one  Inspector  of 
Vinegar,  I  don't  know  now  as  there  is  any  objec- 
tion to  passing  this  order. 

The  orders  were  passed  in  concurrence. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    20,    1880. 


Regular  meeting    at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Al- 
derman O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 


JURORS     DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
October  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  second  ses- 
sion, and  thirty-two  for  the  same  court  and  term, 
first  session. 

PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Of  Thomas  F. 
Gushing,  that  a  portion  of  Newbury  street  be 
graded ;  proprietors  of  Fiske's  wharf  to  be  com- 
pensated tor  alleged  grade  damages  on  line  of 
Commercial  street;  American  Rapid  Telegraph 
Company,  for  leave  to  set  poles  on  Beach,  Albany, 
Hunneman  and  other  streets;  Barnes,  Duncklee& 
Company  for  leave  to  erect  and  maintain  three 
additional  lampposts  and  lanterns  in  front  of  the 
Hotel  Brunswick  on  Boylston  street;  peti- 
tions for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  M.  C.  Barney,  34  Perrin  street;  M.  G-. 
Knight,  30  Perrin  street,  and  F.  G.  Richards, 
17  Brighton  street,  Charlestown;  for  edge- 
stones  in  front  of  estates  of  William  A. 
Couthouy,  Wilmont  street;  and  John  E.  F.  Gow- 
ard,  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Norfolk  street;  John 
Leckey,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  his  well  by  the 
grading  of  Western  avenue;  Roland  Worthing- 
ton  &  Co.  et  til.,  that  Congress  square  and  Storey 
place  be  repaved  with  asphalt;  W.  L.  Sturtevaut 
et  al.,  that  Meridian-street  sidewalk  (west  side)  be 
paved  with  brick. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  move  wooden  buildings 
by  John  Soley  from  Chelsea  street  to  Curtis  street, 
coiner  Pope  street,  and  from  Saratoga  street,  op- 
posite Curtis  street,  to  Curtis  street,  corner  Pope 
street,  and  from  227  Webster  street  to  Marginal, 
near  Jeffries  street;  Thomas  L.  Jenks  et  al.,  that 
Spring  street  be  paved  witb  asphalt. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  A.  M.  Howlaud 
et  al.,  for  public  lamps  on  Melville  avenue,  Dor- 
chester; Joseph  H.  Rowe  et  al.,  that  Childs  street, 
Ward  23,  be  lighted;  Thomas  Brennan  et  al.,  for 
lamps  on  Alger  street;  W.  A.  Couthouy  et  al.,  for 
additional  lamps  on  Wilmont  street;  Joaquin  & 
Cie.,  for  leave  to  project  a  canvas  sign  in  front  of 
their  store,  32  Temple  place;  E.  W.  E.  Tompson 
et  al.,  that  Ward  street,  between  Parker  street 
and  Bumstead  lane,  be  lighted. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Ira 
Bradley,  for  a  reduction  in  price  of  land  conveyed 
to  him  on  East  Dedham  street. 

To  t)ie  Joint  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage. 
Robert  Smith,  for  damages  on  account  of  con- 
structing sewer  in  Hampshire  street;  Charles  H. 
Carr,  to  be  compensated  for  damages  caused  by 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  Dorchester  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Joseph  F.  Paul,  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Bay-street  wharf ,  334-374  Al- 
bany street. 

To  the  Police  Commissioners.  Boston  Hotels 
Coach  Company  and  others,  that  the  regulation 
requiring  lanterns  on  coaches  be  revoked,  and 
asking  for  a  hearing  thereon. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petition  for  leave  to  occupy  stable  by 
Leander  E.  H.  Jones,  new  wooden,  two  horses, 
Pleasant  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
That  the  City  Council  make  provision  by  ordi- 
nance authorizing  the  School  Committee  of  the 
city  of  Boston  to  purchase  the  legally  authorized 
textbooks,  to  be  loaned  to  the  pupils  in  the  va- 
rious grades  of  the  public  schools. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Com- 
munication from  the  School  Committee  relative 
to  imperfect  drainage  in  King-street  Primary 
School  and  faulty  grading  of  yard  of  said  school. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  James  T.  Eldridge, 
that  a  sewer  be  built  in  a  portion  of  Crawford 
street;  Joseph  A.  and  Thomas  H.  Plumer  et  al., 
that  the  sewer  in  Knapp  street  be  rebuilt;  C.  K. 
Bullock  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Holbrook  street; 
William  F.  Cogan  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  East  Fifth 
street,  125  feet  from  O  street. 


HEARING  ON  SEWER. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  order  of  notice  on  the 
expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  White  ave- 
nue, West  Roxbury.  in  land  of  Mrs.  C.  A.  Connor, 
and  in  Orchard  street. 

George  W.  Goldsmith  appeared  to  remonstrate. 
He  owfied  a  large  amount  of  farming  land,  which 
would  be  taxed  for  the  sewer,  and  he  thought  th'3 
regular  taxes  were  about  as  much  as  he  could  pay. 

Mr.  J.H.  Curtis  objected  on  behalf  of  the  estate 
of  Abijah  Severns,w'hich  covers  about  one-half  of 
the  territory  south  of  Orchard  street.  It  seems 
to  be  unnecessary  to  have  any  sewer  through 
there,  as  it  is  not  very  thickly  settled,  and  those 
parts  which  are  built  upon  can  be  accommodated 
by  building  a  sewer  from  the  other  end  of  the 
street. 

R.  M.  Morse,  Jr.,  appeared  for  the  petitioners, 
saying  it  was  only  a  question  of  time  when  the 
sewer  would  have  to  be  built,  as  the  locality  was 
being  fast  settled,  and  houses  are  built  on  one 
side  of  the  street.  The  petitioners  represent  the 
heaviest  owners  of  real  estate  on  the  street.  The 
land  is  low,  and  there  have  been  some  cases  of 
diphtheria,  which  have  pressed  this  matter  of  a 
sewer  upon  the  attention  of  the  residents. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  matter  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  with 
instructions  to  give  the  parties  a  hearing  one 
week  from  next  Wednesday,  at  12  o'clock. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM   ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  George  Hewins 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  at  Nos. 
291  and  293  Commercial  street,  and  an  order  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Oct.  11, 
at  4  P.  M. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Samuel  Canning,  Jr.,  and  others, 
constables,  being  presented  duly  certified,  were 
approved  by  the  Board. 

WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Boston  Water  Board 
(City  Doc.  No.  108)  was  received  for  the  year  end- 
ing April  30,  1880,  and  sent  down. 

Office  of  Boston  Water  Board,  1 
May  1, 1880.     ) 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston— The 
Boston  Water  Board  respectfully  submit  their 
fourth  annual  report,  including  reports  from  the 
City  Engineer,  Water  Registrar,  Clerk  of  the 
Board,  Superintendents  of  the  Eastern  and  West- 
ern Divisions  of  the  Cochituate  Works,  and  from 
the  Clerk  and  Registrar  and  Superintendent  of 
the  Mystic  Department. 

The  reports  of  these  officers  are  full  and  expli- 
cit in  regard  to  the  details  of  the  work  accom- 
plished in  the  several  portions  of  the  Boston 
Water  Works  during  the  past  year.  The  board 
will  confine  themselves  to  a  general  review  of  the 
condition  of  the  works,  the  necessity  for  immedi- 
ate extension  in  certain  directions,  and  some  of 
the  most  important  questions  of  administration 
which  have  arisen  since  the  date  of  their  last  re- 
port. 

As  far  as  the  general  condition  of  the  lakes,  ba- 
sins, aqueducts,  reservoirs,  and  all  the  existing 
structures,  with  their  many  appliances  for  the 
distribution  of  water,  is  concerned,  the  board  are 
happy  to  state  that  they  have  never  been  in  a 
more'  satisfactory  condition.  The  principal  ex- 
ceptions are  the  Cochituate  aqueduct  and  the 
Brookline  reservoir,  which  have  often  been  al- 
luded to  in  past  reports.  It  is  the  intention  of 
the  board  to  begin  systematic  repairs  on  these 
structures  at  the  first  opportunity. 

A  large  amount  of  work  has  been  accomplished 
during  the  past  year  in  finishing  the  storage  ba- 
sins connected  with  the  Sudbury  River  supply, 
and  those  portions  of  the  dams  which  were  in 
process  of  construction  at  the  date  of  the  last  re- 
port. Basins  1,  2  and  3,  including  the  gate  houses, 
are  now  entirely  completed,  and  are  in  daily  use 
for  the  supply  of  the  city. 

Consumption  of  Water. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  for  the 
year  1879,  including  the  Mystic  works,  was  34,579,- 
370  gallons — an  increase  of  9  per  cent,  over  the 
consumption  of  1878.  The  increased  consumption 
from  the  Cochituate  and  Sudbury  River  supplies 
was  10.7  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  previous  year, 
and  amounted  to  over  25,000,000  gallons  per  day. 
This  excessive  use  of  water  has  caused  the  board 
no  little  anxiety,  and  it  is  evident  that  steps  must 
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be  taken  at  once  both  to  stop  its  wanton  waste 
and  to  supply  works  to  meet  legitimate  and  large- 
ly growing  demands. 

In  the  original  scheme  for  the  "additional  sup- 
ply," it  was  estimated  that  seven  storage  basins 
would  be  required  in  the  Sudbury  watershed  to 
secure  a  supply  of  40,000,000  gallons  per  day;  but 
that  for  some  years  a  supply  of  20,000,000  gallons 
would  be  sufficient,  and  that  this  amount  would 
be  secured  by  the  construction  of  the  three  low- 
est basins  on  the  river.  These,  already  built,  are 
now  furnishing  the  amount  of  water  estimated; 
but  it  is  clear  to  the  minds  of  the  Water  Board 
that  before  a  new  basin  can  be  built  and  proper- 
ly prepared  for  service,  including  the  loss  of  two 
or  three  working  seasons,  its  services  will  be  im- 
peratively needed.  The  board,  therefore,  unani- 
mously urge  the  City  Council  to  take  immediate 
steps  towards  the  construction  of  an  additional 
basin. 

The  engineer  estimates  that  the  saving  in  the 
actual  building  of  the  new  works  over  the  esti- 
mated cost  would  more  than  pay  for  the  basin 
asked  for. 

An  inspection  of  the  figures  connected  with  the 
Mystic  department  will  also  show  that  the  capaci- 
ties of  this  source  of  supply  have  beeu  fully 
reached,  and  thai  some  plan  must  be  devised  to 
increase  the  supply  materially.  The  board  have 
had  under  consideration  several  methods  for  ac- 
complishing this  end,  and,  as  soon  as  that  scheme 
which  will  promise  the  best  results  for  the  inter- 
ests of  the  city  has  been  decided  upon  (and  it 
must  be  determined  soon),  the  City  Council 
will  be  asked  for  a  definite  appropriation. 
The  board,  however,  are  inclined  to  be 
lieve  that,  in  view  of  the  large  expendi- 
tures already  made  for  the  purification  of 
the  Mystic  water,  its  generally  pure  nature,  and 
the  growing  demands  necessitating  the  husband- 
ing of  all  available  resources,  the  Mystic  supply 
should  be  retained  and  enlarged,  either  by  con- 
nection with  the  Cochituate  works,  additional 
storage  facilities,  or  by  acquisitions  from  an  en- 
tirely new  source. 

Sudbury  Hiver. 
Sudbury  River  has  supplied  to  the  city  nearly 
4,000,000,000  gallons,  or  an  average  daily  supply  of 
over  10,000,000  gallons.  A  small  portion  of  this 
amount  was  diverted  into  Lake  Cochituate,  but 
the  greater  part  was  sent  directly  to  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir. 

Basins  Nos.  1  and  3  were  filled  early  in  the  year, 
but  owing  to  delays  in  the  construction  of  Basin 
No.  2,  that  basin  was  not  filled  until  late  in  the 
summer. 

On  May  2,  1879,  the  contract  for  building  the 
gate-house  at  Dam  No.  1  was  awarded  to  Messrs. 
Norcross  Brothers  of  Boston.  This  structure  was 
finished  Feb.  25,  1880.  On  June  19,  1879,  the  con- 
tracts for  building  the  gate-houses  at  Dams  2 
and  3  were  awarded  to  James  Fagan  and  B.  F. 
Dewing,  respectively,  and  they  were  completed 
Jan.  24,  1880.  The  buildings  were  designed  by  the 
City  Architect. 

A  large  portion  of  the  time  of  the  board  has 
been  taken  up  in  the  settlement  of  unadjusted 
claims  against  the  city  for  land  and  water  dam- 
ages. Some  of  these  were  of  an  intricate  and  del- 
icate character,  but  it  is  believed  that  they  have 
been  settled  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  A 
few  cases  still  remain  unsettled,  and  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  City  Solicitor  for  trial. 

The  question  of  the  expediency  of  removing  the 
loam  from  the  bottom  of  the  storage  basins  has 
been  brought  before  the  board  several  times 
during  the  year.  On  June  13,  1879,  the 
Park  Commissioners  addressed  a  commu- 
nication to  them  representing  the  desira- 
bility of  removing  the  loam  for  park 
purposes,  and  enclosing  estimates  and  a  report 
from  the  City  Engineer  in  relation  to  the  matter. 
These  documents  were  at  once  forwarded  to  the 
City  Council,  with  a  request  from  the  Water 
Board  for  a  special  appropriation;  but  as  no  ac- 
tion was  arrived  at,  the  basins,  later  in  the  sea- 
son, had  to  be  filled  to  insure  a  supply  for  the 
city. 

On  April  12,  1880,  in  answer  to  an  order  from 
the  City  Council,  another  report  was  made,  in- 
cluding one  from  the  City  Engineer,  reviewing 
the  question  and  demonstrating  the  impossibility 
of  accomplishing  anything  very  satisfactorv  in 
this  direction  under  the  present  condition  of" the 
water  supply. 

Lake  Cochituate. 
AV  the  water  available  from  this  source  of  sup- 
ply has  been  run  to  the  city  steadily  during  the 


year.  The  surface  was  drawn  down  about  seven 
feet  during  the  season  of  1879,  but  was  rilled  again 
during  the  spring  of  the  present  year.  A  number 
of  important  improvements  have  been  made  on 
this  portion  of  the  works.  Two  new  dams  have 
been  built  to  flow  large  areas  of  submerged 
meadows,  which  were  formerly  exposed  whenever 
the  lake  was  drawn  down.  The  cost  of  these 
dams  was  insignificant  compared  with  the  advan- 
tage gained.  The  settling  basins  at  Pegan  Brook 
have  also  been  cleaned  out  and  their  dams  re- 
paired, as  more  fully  set  forth  elsewhere. 

A  new  dam  at  the  outlet  of  the  lake  will  be  re- 
quired in  the  near  future,  and  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Board  to  accomplish  this  work  as  soon  as 
possible.  In  the  meantime  the  present  dam  will 
be  temporarily  modified. 

For  several  years  the  dangers  threatening  the 
purity  of  the  water,  by  the  contamination  of  the 
brooks  entering  the  lake,  have  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  board,  but  there  seemed  to  be  no  legal 
solution  of  the  difficulties  which  arose  until  the 
statute  of  1878  was  passed.  This  act  gave  the 
State  Board  of  Health  direct  control  over  cases  of 
sewage  pollution, and  under  this  law  the  most  ener- 
getic measures  have  been  pursued  for  the  purpose 
of  eliminating,  as  far  as  possible,  all  dan- 
gers from  sewerage  matter.  To  this  end  the 
superintendents  and  engineers  of  the  several 
departments  were  directed  to  report  to  the 
board  the  name  of  every  party  known  to  be  pol- 
luting the  sources  of  supply,"  together  with  de- 
scriptions of  their  premises  As  far  as  these  re- 
ports related  to  Lake  Cochituate  it  was  found,  as 
expected,  that  Pegan  Brook,  in  Natick,  demand- 
ed the  earnest  attention  of  the  city,  and,  acting 
under  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor,  proceed- 
ings were  begun  against  certain  parties  refusing 
to  comply  with  the  formal  request  of  the  board 
to  cease  polluting  the  brook. 

This  action  was  taken  only  after  mature  delib- 
eration,and  when  consultation  with  the  selectmen 
of  Natick  had  failed  to  secure  any  satisfaction  to 
the  city.    These  cases  have  not  yet  been  decided. 

An  attempt  was  made  during  the  period  of  low 
water,  last  year,  to  repair  the  upper  end  ot  the 
Cochituate  aqueduct;  but,  owing  to  the  rapid  rise 
of  the  water  in  the  lake,  the  undertaking  was 
postponed.  No  formal  examination  of  the  brick- 
work has  been  made,  but  from  a  cursory  inspec- 
tion in  boats  it  is  believed  that  no  more  serious 
defects  exist  in  this  aqueduct  than  at  the  date  of 
the  last  report. 

Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir. 

This  reservoir  is  in  remarkably  good  order. 
The  small  basin  at  Brookline  will  be  cleaned  out 
and  the  masonry  of  the  gate  houses  repaired 
when  the  new  forty-eight-inch  main  is  laid.  Au- 
thority for  laying  this  main  was  obtained  from 
the  Legislature  on  March  19,  1880,  and  from  the 
City  Council  on  April  23,  1880.  The  board  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  contract  for  the  pipes,  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  work  will  be  completed  before 
another  season. 

4.  thirty-inch  main  will  also  be  laid  through 
Francis  street  in  Brookline,  connecting  the  forty- 
inch  main  on  Brookline  avenue  with  the  thirty- 
six-inch  and  thirty-inch  mains  on  Tremont  street. 

The  forty-eight-inch  main  is  to  run  from  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir  to  the  junction  of  Beacou 
street  and  Brookline  and  Brighton  avenues, 
where  it  will  join  the  old  forty-inch  main.  The 
laying  of  these  pipes  will  greatly  assist  in  main- 
taining the  pressure  in  the  entire  low-service  sup- 
ply of  the  city. 

The  distributing  pipes  have  been  extended 
during  the  year  by  the  laying  of  about  eight  miles 
additional,  making  a  total  of  more  than  372  miles 
laid  to  date. 

High  Service  Supply. 

The  total  quantity  ot  watet  pumped  during  the 
year  1879  was  820,827,210  gallons,  against  753,162,900 
gallons  for  the  preceding  year — being  an  increase 
of  nine  per  cent. 

As  will  be  seen  by  an  inspection  of  the  Engi- 
neer's report,  no  portion  of  the  works  has  been 
taxed  to  so  great  an  extent  by  the  extraordinary 
increase  in  consumption  as  the  high-service  sup- 
ply. The  former  Engineer  repeatedly  called  the 
attention  of  the  board  and  the  City  Council  to  the 
dangers  that  might  result  from  postponing  too 
long  the  reconstruction  of  the  high-service  works, 
and  made  several  interesting  reports  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  will  be  found  in  City  Document  No. 
117,  1875,  and  No.  80, 187G. 

The  water  has  been  pumped  during  the  paat 
year  at  a  very  much  reduced  cost,  and  the   work- 
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ing  of  the  three  million  Worlhington  pump  has 
been  very  satisfactory;  but  already  the  machinery 
at  the  command  of  the  board  has  been  taxed 
nearly  to  the  limit  of  safety,  and  the  attention  of 
the  City  Council  is  called  to  the  imperative  neces- 
sity for  beginning  the  new  high-service  works  al- 
ready recommended  in  past  years.  No  further 
delay  would  be  prudent  in  view  of  the  dangers  to 
which  this  portion  of  the  distribution  is  liable 
fuom  inadequate  pumping  facilities.  Particular 
attention  is  called  to  the  statements  of  the  en- 
gineer on  this  subject,  which  are  indorsed  by  the 
board. 

Mystic  Department. 

The  works  connected  with  this  department  are 
in  a  satisfactory  condition.  A  portion  of  the 
grounds  has  been  improved  by  grading  and  tree- 
planting.  During  the  period  of  low  water  in  Jfc- 
veinber  a  quantity  of  muck  was  removed  from 
some  shallow  flowage  of  the  lake  near  the  Mystic 
station  in  Winchester.  The  conduit  was  thorough- 
ly cleaned  in  October,  and  a  large  growth  of  veg- 
etable matter  removed.  A  decided  improvement 
has  resulted  in  the  screenings. 

The  engines  have  been  kept  in  good  working 
order,  requiring  only  some  minor  repairs.  They 
pumped  during  the  year  1879,  3,242,848,221  gallons', 
at  a  cost  of  5  3-10  cents  per  million  gallons  raised 
one  foot.  The  attention  of  the  City  Council  is 
called  to  the  statement  of  the  Engineer  that  the 
safe  pumping  capacity  of  these  works  has  also 
been  reached. 

Over  three  miles  of  cement  pipes  have  been  re- 
placed with  cast-iron.  The  diameters  of  the 
pipes  relaid  have  been  generally  larger  than  of 
those  taken  up. 

In  July,  1879,  a  very  disagreeable  vegetable 
growth  of  alga;  appeared  iu  Horn  Pond,  and 
spread  quickly  throughout  the  distribution  of  the 
system,  causing  great  inconvenience  to  the  water 
takers.  The  evil  was  beyond  any  known  remedy. 
The  best  experts  were  employed'  to  investigate  as 
to  the  cause,  but  without  practical  results.  That 
t*he  appearance  of  these  plants  is  in  no  measure 
caused  by  sewage  or  other  pollution  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  the  same  growth  has  appeared,  in  a 
precisely  similar  manner,  in  one  of  the  basins  of 
the  Sudbury  River  supply,  on  Stony  Brook,  a  dis- 
trict free  from  danger  of  this  sort. 

Extensive  experiments  were  made  by  the  Engi- 
neer, to  determine  whether  or  not  it  would  be 
practicable  to  filter  the  water,  and  a  report  was 
made  to  the  City  Council  on  Dec.  1,  1879,  to  which 
reference  may  be  made  for  further  particulars. 
The  Board  intend  to  continue  investigations  into 
the  circumstances  attending  the  appearance  of 
this  unfortunate  and  phenomenal  growth  of  vege- 
table matter  as  opportunity  may  offer. 

All  the  drainage  of  a  very  objectionable  nature 
has  been  diverted  during  the  year,  either  into  the 
Mystic  sewer,  or  by  independent  cesspools.  None 
of  the  tanneries  now  discharge  into  the  streams 
direct,  as  was  formerly  the  case.  Some 
of  the  owners  complied  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  board  only  after  every  means 
had  been  resorted  to  to  evade  them.  Pro- 
ceedings were  commenced  against  several  par- 
ties, before  the  State  Board  of  Health,  but  the 
cases  were  withdrawn  after  every  requirement  of 
the  board  had  been  met. 

The  importance  of  increasing  the  supply  of  the 
Mystic  department,  either  by  connection  with 
the  Cochituate  works  or  otherwise,  has  been  al- 
ready discussed;  but  in  this  connection  it  may  be 
well  to  state  that,  on  Aug.  15,  1879,  the  City  Coun- 
cil directed  the  Water  Board  to  report  the  cost  of 
connecting  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  supplies; 
and  that,  on  Aug.  18. 1879,  the  board  reported 
back  the  estimate  of  the  engineer,  which,  exclu- 
sive of  the  cost  of  the  48-inch  main  from  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir  to  the  corner  of  Harvard 
street  in  Broo'dine,  at  which  point  the  connec- 
tion would  be  made,  amounted  to  $340,000,  and, 
including  the  48-inch  main,  to  $452,000;  but  the 
latter  amount  also  provided  for  the  cost  of  a 
pipe  sufficiently  large  to  supply  the  city  of  Cam- 
bridge. 

Earnings  of  the  Works. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Works,  from  all  sources,  for  the  year  ending  April 
30,  1880,  are  as  follows,  viz.: 

Stock  on  hand  May  1,1879 888,780.34 

Income  from  sales  of  water 1,044,780.52 

rnconii'  from  shutting  off  and  letting  on 

water  and  fees 3,612.25 

Sundry  receipts  by  Water  Board 61,095.01 


Profits  in  manufacturing  hydrants,  etc., 
etc,,  for  the  year  ending  March  15, 
1879 3,743.68 

81,202, 012.70 
The  total  amount  charged  to  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Works  for  the  year  ending 

April  30, 1880,  is  as  follows,  viz.: 

Current  expenses £171,160  80 

Extension  of  works  paid  for 
out  of  income. 67.8K4.25 

Interest  on  funded  debt 643,037.93 

Amount  paid  Mystic  Water 
Works  for  water  furnished 
East  Boston 44,01 3.24 

Refunded  main  pipe  assess- 
ment   50,00 

926,14622 

Balance  April  30, 1880 8275,866.48 

Stock    on   hard    April    30, 

1880 861,159.24 

Paid   to   Cochituate   Water 

Sinking   Fund,    April  30, 

1880 214,707.24 

8275,866.48 


The  total  receipts  of  the  Mystic  Water  Works 
from  all  sources  for  the  year  ending  April  30,1880, 
are  as  follows,  viz. : 

Stock  on  hand  May  1.  1879 819,968.58 

Income  from  sales  of  water 258,552.02 

Income  from  shutting  off  and  letting  on 

water  and  fees 823.00 

Sundry  receipts  by  Water  Board 5,483.67 

8284,827.87 
The   total    amount    charged    to  Mystic    Water 

Works  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1880,  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz.: 

Current  expenses 896.079,36 

Extension  ol  works  paid  for 
out  of  income 1,702.92 

Intere3t  on  funded  debt 63,865.00 

Amount  paid  Chelsea,  Som- 
erville  and  Everett  under 
contracts 24,409  83 

Amount  refunded  Cochit- 
uate Water  vVorks.  for  wa- 
ter furnished  East  Boston 
from  Cochituate  works, 
from  July  23  to  Dec.  24, 
1879 19,172.70 

Stcck   purchased    but    not 

used 12.052.95 

—      8217,282.76 

Balance,  April  30,  1880 867.545.11 

Stock  on  hand,  April  30. 
1880 814,547.05 

Paid  to  Mystic  Water  Sink- 
ing Fund,  April  30,  1880  .       52,998.06 

867,545.11 

In  conclusion,  the  board  desire  to  place  upon 
record  their  regrets  at  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Joseph  P.  Davis,  the  late  City  Engineer.  Thor- 
oughly skilled  in  every  detail  connected  with 
water  supply,  and  deeply  interested  in  the  proper 
development  of  the  water- works  system,  the  loss 
of  his  counsel  will  be  felt  no  more  sincerely  by 
any  department  of  the  city  than  by  this  board. 

Leonard  R.  Cotter, 

Chairman. 

Albert  Stanwood. 

Francis  Thompson. 

fires  and  alarms. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  of  the 
number  and  character  of  the  fires  and  alarms 
during  August  was  received  and  sent  down. 

LOAN  IN  ANTICIPATION  OP   TAXES. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  Sept.  14,  1880, 
authorizing  the  borrowing  of  $1,500,000  in  antici- 
pation of  taxes  for  1880,  be  amended  by  striking 
out  all  between  the  word  "taxes"  and  the  word 
"and'  after  the  figures  1881,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following:  "Of  the  current  year,  and 
all  sums  so  borrowed  shall  be  made  payable  from 
the  moneys  collected  for  said  taxes. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  say  that  this  or- 
der is  offered  because  the  previous  order  did  not 
strictly  conform  to  the  law  passed  in  1875.  Up  to 
that  time  the  city  borrowed  all  its  money  in  an- 
ticipation of  taxes  from  the  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners, but  now  it  has  to  get  its  money  from 
outside  parties,  and  the  order  should  be  strictly 
in  conformity  with  the  law  of  1875. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 
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BACK  BAY  LANDS. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from 
tne  Boston  Water  Power  Company  offering  to  the 
city  of  Boston  a  lot  of  land  upon  the  Back  Bay, 
on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Huntington  avenue, 
and  between  West  Newton  street  and  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad,  and  reserved  for  the  city  in  a 
certain  indenture  dated  Dec.  23d,  1864,  having 
considered  the  subject,  would  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  accept  from  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  the  lot  of  land  sit- 
uated on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Huntington 
avenue,  and  between  West  Newton  street  and 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  containing 
33,750  square  feet,  and  shown  on  a  plan 
entitled  "A  plan  of  land  on  the  Back 
Bay,:'  which  lot  was  reserved  for  the  city  in  a  cer- 
tain indenture  dated  Dec.  31,  1864,  by  and  be- 
tween the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  and  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  that  the  same  be  placed  in  charge  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  be  held  for 
city  purposes  at  the  order  of  the  City  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  $16,815, 
and  that  the  amount  be  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  land  as  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  or- 
der, the  deed  to  be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
City  Solicitor. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on 
motion  of  A'derman  Thorndike.    Sent  down. 

SUPERINTENDENT     OF    NOKTH       DRAW,     CHELSEA 
BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  renort  from  the 
Committee  on  Nomination  of  Superintendents  of 
Bridges,  nominating  Miles  Koen  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  north  araw  of  Chelsea  Bridge.  The 
nomination  was  confirmed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  trom  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — One  bootblack, 
five  newsboys. 

Accepted. 

VACANCY    IN    SCHOOL    COMMIT  I'EE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
of  a  vacancy  in  that  body  by  the  resignation  of 
William  T.  Adams,  and  proposing  a  convention 
to  fill  said  vacancy  on  Sept.  28,  at  7%  P.  M.  Con- 
curred. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Market: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
Hinckley,  Ayres  &  Co.  to  transfer  their  lease  of 
Cellar  5,  New  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  Lovell 
Brothers. 

Accepted. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
the  use  of  said  hall  on  the  usual  conditions  to 
Henry  N.  Sawyer  and  others  on  Oct.  7,  and  Pat- 
rick Maguire  and  others  on  Sept.  29,  for  political 
meetings.    Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  move 
wooden  buildings  by  J.  C.  Wadleigh  and  John 
Soley.    Accepted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  D.  H. 
McKey,  for  flagging  crossing  across  Victoria 
street  at  Dorchester  avenue;  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay 
culvert  under  Saratoga  street,  East  Boston; 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to 
change  location  of  pole  in  Federal  street,  outside 
of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  pas- 
senger depot.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John 
Magenot  et  al.,  that  Reading  street,  Ward  20,  be 
put  in  order.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  making  assessments  for  lay- 
ing edgestones  and  sidewalks  in  certain  streets. 
Orders  passed. 

Order  for  brick  sidewalks  on  the  southwesterly 
side  of  Edgewood  street.    Passed. 

Orders  to  pay  Henrietta  Goldsmith  $400  for 
grade    damages    at   34   Ward  street;  and  Simon 


Goldsmith  $500  for  grade  damages  at  corner  of 
Ward  and  Halleck  streets.    Severally  passed. 

Order  granting  permission  to  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad  Company  to  close  a  por- 
tion of  the  bridge  over  its  tracks  on  Washington 
street,  Mount  Bowdoin,  against  public  travel, 
during  the  rebuilding  of  said  bridge.    Passed. 

WAY   STREET  TO  BE   PARTIALLY  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  permis- 
sion be  granted  to  John  Cavanagh  &  Co.  to  oc- 
cupy the  northerly  sidewalk  and  six  feet  of  the 
roadway  of  Way  street,  near  Albany  street,  dur- 
ing the  construction  of  the  abutments  of  the 
Broadway-extension  Bridge  over  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad.    Passed. 

EXTRA  PAY  FOR  LABORERS  ON  THE  SEVENTEENTH. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order  that  the  la- 
borers in  the  employ  of  the  city  whom  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  at  work  on  the  17th  inst.  be  al- 
lowed extra  pay  for  such  service. 

Alderman  Slade — It  was  found  necessary  that  a 
few  of  the  laborers  should  work  on  the  17tb,  and 
while  the  other  laborers  were  given  that  day  as  a 
holiday  without  loss  of  pay,  it  is  no  more  than 
fair  that  the  men  who  had  to  work  should  receive 
extra  pay. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  would  ask  the  Alderman 
how  far  this  goes;  whether  it  will  take  in  all  the 
laborers  and  those  in  charge  of  commissions,  and 
the  employes  on  the  ferries  ? 

Alderman  Slade— An  order  was  passed  giving 
all  the  laborers  the  day  without  loss  of  pay.  It 
was  necessary  that  some  of  them  should  work, 
and  it  is  no  more  than  fair  that  those  who  did 
work  should  receive  extra  pay. 

Alderman  Woolley— Will  it  take  in  all  the  labor- 
ers of  the  city  who  had  to  work  ? 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  that  it  should 
reach  any  further  than  the  order  that  was  passed 
giving  these  laborers  the  day.  In  the  Paving  and 
Sewer  departments,  especially  in  the  Sewer  De- 
partment, there  was  some  work  going  on  where 
the  tide  was  doing  mischief,  and  it  was  necessary 
for  them  to  work.  How  far  this  should  go  I  do 
not  know,  and  cannot  say  whether  it  should  go 
any  further  than  the  order  that  was  passed. 
Whether  it  would  include  the  men  employed  on 
the  ferries  I  do  not  know. 

Alderman  Caton — I  think  this  is  rather  a  sweep- 
ing order,  and  I  move  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Viles— The  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
consulted  me  in  this  matter,  and  I  consulted  with 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and 
found  he  was  in  the  same  fix.  There  were  some 
cases  where  the  men  were  obliged  to  work.  I 
suppose  it  is  intended  to  cover  only  the  men  in 
those  departments. 

Alderman  Caton — I  withdraw  my  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

Alderman  Slade— I  would  move  that  for  the 
present  the  order  be  confined  to  the  paving  and 
sewer  departments,  and  if  it  is  found  hereafter 
that  any  injustice  has  been  done  to  anybody,  we 
can  make  it  right.  The  reason  it  is  desirable  to 
pass  it  now  is  to  make  up  the  payroll  for  this 
month. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  certainly  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  be  accepted.  Wherever  an  order 
has  been  passed  by  the  City  Council  giving  the 
laborers  a  holiday,  notice  has  always  been  sent  to 
the  Ferry  Department  by  the  City  Clerk.  Now 
there  is  no  department  in  the  city  of  Boston 
where  the  men  work  harder  than  on  the  ferries, 
and  they  get  no  extra  pay  for  work  on  holidays. 
The  men  worked  twenty-four  hours. on  that  day, 
and  they  simply  get  their  full  day's  pay.  Under 
the  ruling  of  the  City  Solicitor,  unless  there  is  an 
order  from  the  City  Council,  such  men  only  get 
their  regular  pay  for  work  on  a  holiday.  It  seems 
to  me  this  order  should  not  be  confined  to  the 
Sewer  and  Paving  departments  I  dare  say  there 
are  other  departments  which  it  will  cover.  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Slade— I  should  like  to  ask  the  Alder- 
man if  he  intends  to  cover  the  police  and  firemen 
and  everybody  else  in  the  city's  employ?  I  do 
not  know  exactly  where  to  confine  this.  I  sup- 
pose it  will  cover  simply  the  men  that  were  ex- 
pected to  be  paid  without  doing  any  labor  on  that 
day.  1  do  not  think  that  covers  the  police.  I  do 
not  think  much  of  passing  those  orders  anyhow. 
But  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  that  a  man  should 
work  all  day  on  the  17th,  while  his  neighbor  and 
fellow  laborer  in  the  department  does  no  work 
and  receives  full  pay,  and  the  man  who  works  re- 
ceives nothing.  This  matter  can  be  fully  ufs- 
cussed  and  can  go  over  till  next  meeting. 
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Alderman  Woolley— I  believe  in  the  fairness  of 
the  order,  and  do  not  think  we  should  make  any 
discrimination.  I  think  we  should  use  all  the 
employes  of  the  city  alike.  In  my  opinion,  the 
order  should  extend  to  the  police.  I  do  not  know 
anybody  who  works  harder  than  the  police-on  such 
a  day.  It  should  cover  all  the  employes  of  the 
city  who  have  to  work  on  that  day. 

Alderman  Tucker — When  the  order  was  passed 
allowing  the  laborers  a  holiday  without  loss  of 
pay,  were  any  included  except  the  laborers? 
Were  the  police  included?  I  did  not  suppose  the 
police  were  considered  as  laborers,  and  don't 
think  the  order  contemplated  anything  of  that 
kind.  I  think  the  Sewer  and  Paving  departments 
were  contemplated  when  the  order  was  passed. 
I  should  like  to  have  that  matter  explained,  so  as 
to  vote  upon  it  understanding^. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  understood  the  order  to 
say  employes,  and  not  laborers. 

Alderman  Viles  —I  would  suggest  that  nobody 
worked  harder  on  that  day  than  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  and  I  would  like  to  know  if  the  Alderman 
would  include  him. 

Alderman  Slade's  amendment,  to  make  the 
order  apply  only  to  the  Sewer  and  Paving  depart- 
ments, was  adopted — 9  for,  3  against — and  the 
order  as  amended  was  passed. 

PARDON  REFUSED. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of 
the  Board,  recommending  that  the  application  of 
John  Hastings  for  release  from  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection be  refused.    Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  §52.27  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  John  English  heirs  for  a  sewer 
in  Cambridge  street  (Brighton)  on  account  of  in- 
ability to  pay;  also  that  $3.26  be  abated  from  the 
assessment  levied  upon  F.  W.  H.  Holtzer  for  a 
sewer  in  Spring  lane  (West  Roxbury),  on  account 
of  over-estimate  of  land  benefited;  also  that 
$32.67  be  abated  from  the  assessment  levied  upon 
Samuel  R.  Crocker's  heirs  for  a  sewer  in  Linden 
street  (Brighton),  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 
Passed. 

Order  to  construct  a  sewer  in  Glen  Road  (West 
Roxbury)  eastwardly  from  Forest  Hills  street. 
Passed. 

Order  for  a  hearing  on  Monday  next,  at  4  P.  M., 
on  the  expediency  of  constructing  a  common 
sewer  in  Entield  street,  West  Roxbury.    Passed. 

Order  to  construct  a  sewer  in  Knapp  street. 

Alderman  Viles— Perhaps  the  Board  will  no- 
tice that  this  order  for  the  sewer  in  Knapp 
street  has  been  offered  without  the  usual  hearing. 
The  sewer  is  entirely  broken  down  and  must  be 
rebuilt,  and  it  is  necessary  to  commence  the  work 
at  once,  and  I  have  merely  followed  the  petition 
without  any  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing. 

The  order  was  passed. 

CONSTABLES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following: 
The  special  committee  appointed    to  consider 
the  expediency  of  reducing  the  number    of  con- 
stables appointed  for  duty  in  this  city  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  number  of  constables  appointed  for  gen- 
eral duty  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
largely  in  excess  of  the  number  required.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  officers  appointed  for  duty  in  the 
courts  and  city  departments,  there  are  eighty 
constables  who  depend  upon  their  fees  for  a  live- 
lihood. In  addition  to  this  there  are  eight  depu- 
ty sheriffs,  who  exercise  the  powers  of  constables 
and  who  have  a  large  share  of  the  business  of  the 
courts.  The  records  of  the  courts  show  that  the 
number  of  writs  issued  has  greatly  diminished 
during  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  is 
still  growing  less,  while  on  the  other 
hand  there  has  been  such  on  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  constables  that  the  busi- 
ness is  now  entirely  insufficient  to  afford  them  a 
decent  livelihood.  The  effect  has  been  to  induce 
competition,  and  to  lead  unprincipled  men  to  re- 
sort tu  improper  measures  for  obtaining  busi- 
ness, and  the  office  of  constable  has  been  used  to 
needlessly  oppress  the  poor  and  unfortunate. 
With  no  limit  to  the  number  of  constables  that 
may  be  appointed,  the  evil  referred  to  will  con- 
tinue to  grow.  The  appointing  power  cannot  be 
expected  to  know  the  character  and  qualifica- 
tions of  all  the  pei sons  who  solicit  the  office.  He 
must   depend,   to   a   great    extent,    upon     the 


credentials  which  the  applicant  submits,  and 
it  is  a  fact  to  be  regretted  that  some 
of  the  persons  who  have  most  abused 
the  office  of  constable  have  obtained  their  ap- 
pointment through  the  influence  of  testimoni- 
als of  the  strongest  character.  There  appears  to 
be  but  one  remedy  for  the  evil,  and  that  is  to 
limit  the  number  of  constables  to  the  require- 
ments of  business,  and  to  exercise  the  greatest 
care  in  approving  the  appointments  that  are 
made.  With  this  object  in  view,  the  committee, 
after  consulting  with  persons  of  large  experience 
in  such  matters,  have  decided  to  recommend  that 
the  number  of  constables  appointed  for  general 
duty  be  fixed  at  forty,  considering  that  number 
to  be  amply  sufficient,  and  believing  that  with 
that  number  a  better  opportunity  will  be  afforded 
for  scrutinizing  each  appointee's  qualifications 
and  that  there  will  be  less  likelihood  of  an  im- 
proper person  obtaining  the  office.  They  would, 
therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board, 
the  maximum  number  of  constables  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  year  1880-81,  exclusive  of  those 
connected  with  official  positions,  should  be  fixed 
at  forty,  and  that  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  re- 
voke the  commissions  of  all  constables  already 
appointed,  not  connected  with  official  positions, 
whose  commissions  have  not  already  expired. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  the  resolution 
passed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  by  Coleman  Cook,  71 
Trenton  street,  Ward  1;  Henry  Conroy,  19  Weston 
street,  Ward  19. 

Severally  accepted. 

LANTERNS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  in  favor  of  granting  pe- 
titions of  G.  P.  Brooks  to  project  a  druggist's 
mortar  in  front  of  building  on  Dudley  street, 
TJpham's  Corner;  and  W.  W.  Newton,  to  project 
two  lanterns  at  655  Washington  street.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

WIDENING  OF  BEACH  STREET. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  request  of  John  D.  W. 
Joy  that  the  city  would  release  to  him  a  portion  of 
the  land  purchased  by  said  Joy  of  the  city,  at  the 
corner  of  Beach  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  to  John  D.  W. 
Joy,  upon  payment  by  him  of  the  sum  of  $869.05, 
in  instrument  whereby  the  city  shall  convey  to 
said  Joy  that  portion  of  the  lot  of  land  on  the 
corner  of  Beach  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  for 
the  conveyance  of  which  said  Joy  holds  the  city's 
agreement,  which  constitutes  the  covered  pas- 
sageway on  the  westerly  side  thereof,  containing 
191  square  feet,  and  marked  B  on  the  City  Survey- 
or's plan  of  March  19,  1880;  provided  that  the 
fact  of  said  conveyance  be  noted  upon  said  agree- 
ment of  the  city  held  by  said  Joy;  the  amount  of 
said  payment  to  be  credited  on  the  bond  given  by 
him  to  the  city. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  CELEBRATION  ON  THE  SEVENTEENTH. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following  : 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
be  tendered  to  the  Hon.  Frederick  O.  Prince  for 
the  interesting  and  appropriate  oration  upon  the 
life  and  services  of  John  Winthrop,  and  the  origin 
and  growth  of  the  city  of  Boston,  pronounced  by 
him  in  the  Old  South  Meeting  House,  before  the 
municipal  authorities  of  Boston,  on    the    17th  of 
September,  1880,  that  being  the  250th  anniversary 
of  the  settlement  of  said  city. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 
Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  and  of  all  par- 
ticipants and  witnesses  of  the  recent  parade,  are 
due  and  are  hereby  presented  to  General  Augus- 
tus P.  Martin,  chief  marshal,  and  to  his  aids  and 
assistants,  for  the  very  efficient  and  satisfactory 
conduct  of  the  procession  in  this  city  on  the  17th 
inst.,  and  especially  for  the    promptness,  order 
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and   celerity    which    characterized    its.    manage 
ment. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Woollev  offered  the  following:      ,   . 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
he  tendered  to  the  Boston  Turnverein  and  other 
German  societies  of  this  city  for  the  unique  and 
interesting  pageant  presented  by  them  on  the 
evening  of  the  17th  instant. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  Committees  be  re- 
quested to  prepare  and  print  an  aecount  of  the 
ceremonies  attending  the  25Qth  anniversary  of 
the  settlement  of  the  city  of  Boston ;  and  that 
fifteen  hundred  copies  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  City  Government,  to  be  distributed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Printing;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  In- 
cidentals. 

Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

THE     POND     AND     CENTBE-STBEET      SEWER     CON- 
TROVERSY. 

Aldermau  Breck — I  understand  a  printed  copy 
of  a  petition  from  numerous  citizens  has  been 
sent  to  every  member  of  this  Board  asking  for  an 
abatement  of  an  assessment  for  a  sewer  laid  in 
front  of  their  estates  in  the  fall  of  1879.  Al- 
though a  printed  copy  has  been  sent  to  each 
member,  perhaps  all  have  not  read  it,  and  I  have 
been  asked  to  present  the  original  request,  and  if 
there  is  no  objection  I  will  ask  the  chairman  to 
read  it. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following : 

To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton—The undersigned  residents  on  Pond  and 
Centre  streets,  Ward  23,  and  abutters  on  the  line 
of  the  sewer  that  was  laid  in  front  of  their  es- 
tates in  the  fall  of  1879,  respectfully  ask  for  an 
abatement  in  the  assessments  made  upon  their 
estates  for  the  cost  of  said  sewer,  to  an  amount 
hereinafter  named,  and  for  the  following  reasons, 
viz.: 

After  the  Committee  on  Sewers  had  decided 
upon  its  building,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
most  of  your  petitioners,  who  did  not  require  it, 
one  of  your  petitioners  called  upon  Mr.  Bradley, 
the  Superintendent,  and  expressed  his  earnest  de- 
sire and  that  of  his  neighbors,  that  the  work 
should  be  done  well,  so  that  the  street  should  not 
be  taken  up  again  to  rebuild  or  repair  it,  as  had 
been  the  case  in  Green  street,  and  for  that  reason 
he  desired  that  a  mason  well  known  to  them,  who 
would  do  the  work  faithfully,  should  have  the 
job. 

Mr.  Bradley  assured  this  gentleman  that  the 
man  we  desired  should  have  his  chance  with  oth- 
ers, that  bids  would  be  asked  for  by  advertise- 
ment, ancL-the  lowest  bidder,  if  he  was  a  responsi- 
ble man,  should  have  the  job. 

For  toe  sole  reason  that  we  knew  the  work 
would  be  well  done  if  he  undertook  it,  Mr.  O.  F. 
Adams  was  asked  to  bid  for  the  job;  he  was  very 
reluctant  to  do  so,  assigning  as  a  reason,  that  he 
had  never  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  job  from  the 
city;  but  being  assured  upon  the  promise  of  Mr. 
Bradley  that  the  lowest  bidder  should  have 
the  job,  if  he  was  a  responsible  man  (and  nobody 
questioned  Mr.  Adams's  responsibility),  he  put  in 
a  bid  of  eighty-three  cents  per  foot;  his  bid  was 
an  intelligent  one,  signiHg  in  detail  the  specifica- 
tions prepared  by  the  Superintendent. 

To  the  surprise  of  your  petitioners,  they  ascer- 
tained, after  considerable  progress  had  been 
made  in  building  the  sewer,  that  no  notice  what- 
ever vas  taken  of  Mr.  Adams's  bid,  and  that  the 
contract  was  awarded  to  another  party  at  $1.83 
per  foot. 

In  reply  to  inquiries  why  this  was  done,  your 
petitioners  were  informed  that  Mr.  Adams's  bid 
was  too  low,  that  he  could  not  have  done  the 
work  without  loss,  and  therefore  he  would  not 
have  undertaken  it;  and  further,  that  bis  bid  was 
not  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  materials,  which  last 
statement  we  deny  and  can  prove,  if  it  were  nec- 
essary, but  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  equity  of 
our  claim. 

In  reply  to  the  c  inmittee,  your  petitioners  say 
that  they  had  no  right  to  ignore  the  bid  of  a  re- 
sponsible party  and  award  the  job  to  another  par- 
ty, at  more  than  double  the  price,  without  first 
sending  for  the  lower  bidder  and  offering  him 
the  contract. 

The  omission  to  do  this  some  of  the  committee 
admit  was  a  mistake,  and  this  acknowledged 
mistake  Is  an  admission  of  the  justice  of  our 
claim,  as  had  they  done  so,  they  would  have  found 


Mr.  Adams  ready  to  sign  the  contract  and  give 
such  bonds  for  its  faithful  execution  as  would 
have  answered  all  allegations  that  he  would  not 
or  could  not  have  performed  it. 

(Mr.  Adams's  bondsman  would  have  been  one 
of  the  wealthiest  and  most  respectable  citizens  of 
Jamaica  Plain.) 

The  committee  congratulate  themselves  in  salv- 
ing Mr.  Adams  from  an  unprofitable  contract. 
We  submit,  that  while  Mr.  Adams  doe6  not  ask 
for  or  need  their  aid  in  managing  his  business, 
was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  first  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  their  immediate  constituents, 
who  bear  three-fourths  of  the  cost  of  this  sewer  ? 

We  have  thus  given  a  full  and  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  grounds  of  our  claim,  because  in  no 
other  way  can  we  get  the  facts  before  your  Board, 
and  if  anything  we  have  stated  is  disputed,  we 
claim  the  right  of  a  hearing  before  the  Board,  to 
establish  its  truth. 

In  proof  of  the  intention  of  Mr.  Adams  to  per- 
form the  job,  had  the  contract  been  awarded  to 
him,  and  of  his  ability  to  do.so,  we  submit,  as  a 
part  of  this  petition,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams, 
and  a  certificate  as  to  his  character  and  ability, 
signed  by  many  of  the  best  and  most  respectable 
citizens  of  Jamaica  Plain,  and  had  it  been  neces- 
sary, hundreds  of  others  of  his  neighbors  who 
know  him  well  would  have  been  glad  of  the  privi- 
lege of  signing  it. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  man  who  built  the 
sewer  offered  to  let  Mr.  Adams  take  the  contract 
off  his  hands  at  $1.25  per  foot.  We  are  authorized 
by  Mr.  Adams  to  say  that  no  such  offer  was  made; 
that  he  never  exchanged  a  word  with  the  man, 
directly  or  indirectly  ;  that  he  does  not  know  the 
person;  and  further,  he  is  not  before  the  Board  as 
a  petitioner  seeking  redress  for  any  injustice  that 
may  have  been  done  him. 

We  are  told  we  have  no  legal  claim  against  the 
city;  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  the  right  to 
award  this  job  to  whom  they  pleased,  and  at  what 
price  they  pleased.  This  may  be  so.  But  we  are 
quite  sure  that  there  is  not  a  member  of  your 
Board  that  will  plead  this  arbitrary,  legal  power, 
as  a  bar  to  a  just  and  equitable  claim,  where  it  is 
so  manifest  that  great  injustice  has  been  done  by 
hasty,  mistaken  and  inconsiderate  action. 

We  respectfully  ask  that  a  new  assessment  be 
levied  upon  our  estates  for  our  proportion  of  the 
cost   of   the   sewer,  based    upon  the  bid  of   Mr. 
Adams,  and  upon  the  facts  as  set    forth   herein, 
and  if   disputed  to  be  proven  before  you,  we  ask 
the  judgment  of  each  member  of  your  board. 
Elven  D.  Hall. 
John  C.  Peatt. 
Henry  D.  Morse. 
Albert  Lewis. 
Jamaica  Plain  Baptist  Society, 

By  T.  G.  Hiler,  Treas. 
Edward  Williams,  for  self,  aud 
John  D.  Bryant,  Trustee. 
St.  John's  Episcopal  Church, 
By  Prank  W.  Reynolds,  Senior  Warden. 
Benjamin  F.  Cutter, 
By  John  C.  Pratt. 

Boston,  Sept.  13,  1880. 

Boston,  Sept.  11, 1880. 

Mr.  E.  1).  Hall  and  Others:  Gentlemen— In  re- 
ply to  your  inquiry  whether  I  would  have  built 
the  sewer  on  Centre  and  Pond  streets,  at  the  price 
named  in  my  bid,  had  the  contract  been  awarded 
me,  I  reply  that  I  have  been  engaged  in  business 
as  a  mason  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  in  Ja- 
maica Plain;  that  1  have  had  a  great  many  con- 
tracts, on  some  of  which  I  have  made  money,  and 
on  others  of  which  I  have  lost  money;  but  until  a 
man  can  point  his  tiDger  to  the  first  contract  that 
I  ever  undertook— whether  I  made  or  lost— that  I 
failed  to  perform,  he  has  no  right  to  say  I  would 
have  failed  in  this.  I  need  not  say  that  I  should 
have  signed  the  contract  and  have  given  satisfac- 
tory bonds  for  its  performance,  for  I  am  too  well 
known  in  Jamaica  Plain  to  make  such  an  assur- 
ance necessary. 

Alderman  Viles— That  is  a  petition  similar  to 
one  entered  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  three 
months  ago,  only  it  is  a  little  more  ingeniously 
worded,  and  they  have  already  been  givan  leave 
to  withdraw.  Th'is  sewer  was  built  last  year.  We 
advertised  and  let  it,  and  the  committee  used 
their  best  judgment.  The  bids  run  from  $6  a  foot 
to  eighty-three  cents.  The  committee  supposed, 
and  there  is  no  doubt,  that  Mr.  Adams  must  have 
made  a  mistake  in  hi?  bid.  He  bid  supposing  the 
city  would  furnish  the  material,  and  he  probably 
bid  the  price  of  the  labor  only.  He  supposed  the 
city  would   furnish  the  brick,  while  we  do  not, 
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though  we  furnish  the  pipe.  The  principal  bid- 
ders who  do  work  of  this  kind  put  in  bids  as  fol- 
lows: 

F.  S.  Maloney,  $6:  Daniel  Collins,  $2.45;  Martin 
Hayes,  $2.28;  S.  Sanborn,  $2.25;  John  M.  Galvin, 
$2.10;  Stephen  Swift,  $2.10;  E.  F.  Brigham,  $1.81; 
Dennis  O'Connell,  $1.80;  O.  F.  Adams,  $0.83. 

The  committee  have  too  many  sewers  come 
back  on  their  hands,  and  they  supposed  Mr. 
Adams  had  made  a  mistake,  as  there  is  no  doubt 
he  did,  and  we  did  not  send  for  him.  We  let  the 
■contract  for  building  the  sewer,  it  has  been  legal- 
ly constructed,  and  no  re-assessment  can  be 
made.  But  the  petitioners  can  come  before  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  and  if  they  recommend  an 
abatement,  this  Board  can  order  it.  I  move  that 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Tucker— Have  the  petitioners  been 
before  the  Committee  on  Sewers? 


Alderman  Viles— They  appeared  before  the 
committee,  with  Mr.  Bryant  as  counsel. 

Alderman  Tucker — Mr.  Pratt  called  upon  me 
today  and  said  they  never  had  a  hearing  before 
the  committee,  and  desired  a  Hearing  before  the 
Board.  They  have  had  no  opportunity  to  have  a 
hearing,  and  desire  a  full  hearing  before  the 
Board. 

Alderman  Viles— The  petitioners  can  have  a 
hearing  at  any  time  by  coming  before  the  com- 
mittee. I  put  in  an  abatement  today  for  three 
assessments  for  which  no  petitions  had  been  re- 
ceived before  this  Board,  but  Hie  parties  came 
before  the  committee.  The  committee  hear  all 
such  parties,  and  recommend  to  this  Board  to 
make  the  abatement  if  it  sees  fit. 

The  petitioners  were  given  leave  to  withdraw. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Thorndike. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    33,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey 
N.  Sbepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  rile. 

Papers  to  be  referred  in  concurrence.  Con- 
curred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  an 
order  for  the  acceptance  of  a  lot  of  land  on  Hunt- 
ington avenue,  from  the  Boston  Water  Power 
Company,  and  for  a  loan  of  §16,875  to  pay  for  the 
same.    Concurred. 

The  Celebration  of  250th  Anniversary. 

Resolutions  of  thanks  for  services  rendered  on 
the  250th  anniversary,  viz.: 

To  Hon,  Frederick  O.  Prince,  for  the  oration  de- 
livered in  the  Old  South  Meeting  House. 

To  General  Augustus  P.  Martin,  chief  marshal 
of  the  procession,  and  to  his  aids  and  assistants. 

Te  the  Boston  Turnverein  and  pther  German 
societies  for  the  unique  and  interesting  pageant 
presented  by  them. 

The  resolves  having  been  read  once,  Mr.  Sawyer 
of  Ward  24  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  to  en- 
able him  to  offer  two  other  resolves  on  the  same 
subject,  and  that  all  may  be  passed  together. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  Mr.  Sawyer  of 
Ward  24  offered  the  folio  wing  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
be  tendered  to  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artil- 
lery Company  for  the  very  handsome  and  satis- 
factory manner  in  which  they  performed  escort 
duty  for  the  City  Government  on  the  17th  instant, 
the  occasion  of  the  observance  of  the  250th  anni- 
versary of  the  settlement  of  Boston. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
Tje  presented  to  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association  for  the  brilliant  and  skil- 
fully arranged  exhibition  of  the  several  industries 
of  this  State,  which  contributed  so  largely  on  the 
17th  inst.,  to  the  interest  and  success  of  the  mu- 
nicipal celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the 
settlement  of  Boston. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  the  rule 
was  suspended  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing, relating  to  the  same  subject* 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  given  to  the  officers 
ana  members  of  the  Police  Department  for  the 
very  able  and  acceptable  manner  in  which  they 
performed  their  duties  upon  the  celebration  of 
the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston. 

The  above  several  resolves  and  order  relating 
to  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary  were 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  together,  those 
from  the  other  branch  in  concurrence,  and  the 
others  being  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  preparation  and  printing  of 
an  account  of  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anni- 
versary, and  that  1500  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  move  to  make  the 
number  of  copies  2500.  I  understand  that  1500 
will  not  be  sufficient. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  moved  to  amend  by  char- 
ging the  expense  to  the  appropriation  for  Print- 
ing instead  of  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  to  the  fact  that  in  1875, 
when  a  similar  order  was  passed,  it  was  charged 
to  Incidentals.  If  the  Committee  on  Printing- 
make  no  objection,  it  is  not  for  any  one  else  to 
oppose  it.  I  understood  the  estimates  for  the 
appropriation  were  drawn  pretty  carefully;  the 
expense  for  this  volume  will  be  considerable,  and 
the  former  precedent  being  to  change  it  to  Inci- 
dentals, I  think  it  better  to  let  it  stand  so,  unless 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  has  special  reasons, 
or  the  Committee  on  Printing  desire  it. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18— The  Committee  on 
Printing  made  their  estimates  for  the  year  very 
carefully.  This  document  will  cost  considerable, 
and,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  I 
think  it  better  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Coe — 1  am  aware  that  the  appropriation  for 
Printing  would  not  admit  of  this  expense  being 
■charged     to     it      and      have      sufficient      left 


to  complete  the  year.  That  is  also  the 
case  with  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 
The  amount  of  the  incidental  appropriation 
will  all  be  called  for  soon,  so  that  both 
appropriations  are  in  the  same  position.  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  is  a  matter  of  printing,  and  if  the 
committee  fail  short,  as  they  doubtless  will,  suffi- 
cient will  have  to  be  transferred  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  complete  the  year.  As  it  is  for 
printing  it  seems  more  appropriate  that  it  should 
be  charged  to  that  account,  and  undoubtedly  the 
Council  will  make  good  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18 — The  Committee  on 
Printing  have  no  objections  to  its  coming  out  of 
their  appropriation  if  the  Council  will  make  it  up, 
and  the  Finance  Committee  provide  the  means. 

Mr.  Coe's  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed— yeas  65, 
nays  0.    Sent  up. 

Discharging  of  Vessels  in  the  Stream. 

Order  to  prohibit  any  vessel  discharging  cargo 
or  ballast  in  the  stream  without  aii~anchorage 
permit. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  must  say  I  do  not  exact- 
ly understand  this  order,  and  should  like  to  ask 
for  an  explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5— As  I  am  informed,  ves- 
sels come  into  the  stream  and  begin  to  discharge 
while  lying  in  the  way  of  others.  The  Harbor 
Master  is  obliged  to  remove  them,  which  is  a 
great  inconvenience  to  the  parties.  This  order  is 
for  the  Harbor  Master  to  assign  them  a  place  be- 
fore they  begin  to  unload,  so  they  will  not  be  re- 
quired to  move.  That  is  what  I  am  informed  by 
the  Alderman  who  offered  it  in  the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  or- 
der be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
If  it  is  to  be  permanent  it  should  be  in  the  form 
of  an  ordinance,  otherwise  it  expires  with  this 
City  Council.  That  probably  has  not  occuried  to 
the  gentlemen  in  the  other  branch.  I  am  also  in 
doubt  as  to  what  powers  we  have  in  the  matter. 
The  law  in  relation  to  Harbor  Master  was  changed 
last  year,  and  unless  this  has  been  before  a  com- 
mittee I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Mr.  Sibley — I  am  not  aware  what  the  powers  of 
the  City  Council  are  in  the  matter,  and  should  be 
very  desirous  of  having  it  go  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  so  that  it  can  be  done  in  proper 
shape. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.    Sent  up. 

Pay  of  Deceased  Employes. 

Orders  for  payments  to  be  made,  viz.: 

To  the  widow  of  John  C.  Carr,  the  amount  due 
him  as  a  pensioner  of  the  Police  Department  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

To  Catherine  Fitzgerald,  widow  of  Patrick  Fitz- 
gerald, the  sum  standing  to  his  credit  on  the  pay 
roll  of  the  Boston  Water  Department,  §33.25. 

To  Mrs.  Edward  McGuire,  $15.16,  for  services 
rendered  to  the  Health  Department  bj  Edward 
McGuire. 

The  several  orders  were  ■  ordered    to    a   second 
reading.     Subsequently,    on  motion    of    Mr.  Ma- 
guile  of  Ward  19,  the   rule   was   suspended    and 
they  were  passed  in  concurrence. 
Miscellaneous. 

Report  and  order  for  the  execution  of  an  in- 
strument for  the  conveyance  of  a  certain  portion 
of  a  lot  of  land  on  the  corner  of  Beach  street  and 
Harrison  avenue  to  J.  D.  W.  Joy,  as  in  said  order 
set  forth.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  amend  the  order  lor  a  temporary  loan 
of  $1,500,000,  by  striking  out  all  between  the  word 
"taxes"  and  the  word  "and,"  alter  the  figures 
"1881,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words, — 
"of  the  current,  year  and  all  sums  so  borrowed 
shall  be  made  payable  from  the  moneys  collected 
for  said  taxes."  Passed  in  concurrence — yeas  51, 
nays  0.  Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsideration.   Lost. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  I  — Petition  of  Johu  Mc- 
carty for  compensation  for  injuries  received 
while  at  work  in  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Squares.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 
Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19— Petitions  for  leave 
to  erect  wooden  buildings  by  New  York  &  New 
England  Railroad  Company  on  Commonwealth 
flats,  Fort  Point  Channel,  Ward  13;  N.  11.  Burgess 
(to  enlarge)  on  779  East  Fitih  street,  Ward  14; 
Quirln  &  Co.  (to  enlarge)  on  Longwood  avenue, 
opposite  Worthington  street,  Ward  22.  Referred 
to  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings.    Sent  up. 
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By  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17— Petitions  of  Mau- 
rice Donehey  for  damages  for  personal  injuries 
received  by'afall  in  Swan  street,  South  Boston, 
Aug.  19,  1880;  George  M.  Joy  to  be  compensated 
for  injuries  to  himself,  his  horses  and  wagon  by 
reason  of  a  defect  in  Centre  street,  Sept.  9.  Re- 
ferred, to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Sent 
up. 

By  Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2— Petition  of  R. 
C.  Bailey,  for  compensation  for  damages  to  barge 
on  Bremen  street.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Claims.    Sent  up. 

ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 
Ice  Wagons. 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  requiring 
ice  companies  to  carry  upon  their  wagons  a  suita- 
ble scale,  to  be  used  for  weighing  ice  when  re- 
quested by  customers,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  consulted  the  City  Solicitor  upon  the 
subject,  and  are  advised  that  the  City  Council 
would  transcend  its  legal  powers  by  the  enact- 
ment of  an  ordinance  to  meet  the  case. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Paij  of  Sick  Laborers. 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  ordinance  that  the  superintendents  of  the 
various  departments  employing  laborers  be  au- 
thorized to  allow  such  laborers  to  receive  their 
usual  compensation  when  prevented  from  work- 
ing by  reason  of  injuries  received  in  the  employ 
of  the  city,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  are  in- 
formed by  the  City  Solicitor  that  the  City  Council 
would  transcend  its  legal  powers  by  the  enact- 
ment of  such  an  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  opinion  of  the  City  Solici- 
tor was  furnished  to  us  in  writing  in  answer  to 
direct  questions.  That  fact  was  to  have  been 
stated  in  the  report,  but  was  omitted.  The  writ- 
ten opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  is  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 
Truants. 

The  Comittee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  ordinance  concerning  truants  and  ab- 
sentees from  school,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, beg  leave  to  report  by  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  ordinance,  it  being 
a  new  draft  of  the  one  which  was  referred  to  your 
committee. 

An  Ordinance 
Concerning  Truant  Children  and  Absentees  from 

School. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Any  of  the  persons  described  in  the 
first  section  of  chapter  262  of  the  acts  of  1873, 
upon  conviction  of  any  offence  described  in  said 
act  or  any  act  in  amendment  thereof, may  be  com- 
mitted for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years  to  any 
institution  of  instruction  or  suitable  situation 
provided  for  the  purpose. 

Sect.  2.  The  house  for  the  employment  and 
reformation  of  juvenile  offenders  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk  is  hereby  assigned  and  provided  as  a  suit- 
able location  for  the  confinement,  discipline  and 
instruction  of  children  convicted  of  offences  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  act  or  acts  specified  in 
section  1. 

Sect. 3.  In  order  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of 
such  children,  it  is  hereby  enacted  that  they  shall 
be  subject,  while  committed  to  such  house  for  the 
employment  and  reformation  of  juvenile  offen- 
ders, to  all  the  provisions  applicable  to  them  con- 
tained in  the  "Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  sev- 
eral institutions  of  the  City  of  Boston  uuder 
charge  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions," approved  by  the  City  Council  and  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  on  April  19,  1861,  and  Aug. 
16.  1864,  and  all  legal  amendments  thereto. 

Sect.  4.  The  fourth  section  ol  the  ordinance  in 
regard  to  schools  as  printed  in  the  statutes  and 
ordinances  of    1876,  page  695,  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  shall  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  in  order  that  the  ordinance 
may  be  passed  tonight.  It  is  already  in  print  on 
page  420  of  the  proceedings  of  this  year.  The 
matter  was  fully  considered  by  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  the  draft  which  I  submitted 
at  that  time  has  been  approved  by  them  and  re- 
ported back.  As  I  stated  on  the  29th  of  July,  we 
had  some  time  in  which  to  discuss  the  matter, 
though  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  were 
very  anxious  to  have  the  ordinance  pa«sed  at 


once,  when  there  were  no  schools  in  session  and 
no  truants.  The  schools  are  open  now,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  have  such  an  ordinance  in  force.  At 
that  time  I  stated  I  had  no  desire  except  to  help 
perfect  the  law,  and  I  now  hope  the  Council  will 
be  willing  to  depart  from  the  usual  course  and 
X^i-tt  the  ordinance  upon  its  passage  tonight,  be- 
cause I  understand  that  sixty  or  seventy  of  the  boys 
at  the  island  have  been  released,  there  being  no 
law  to  hold  them.  I  was  so  informed  by  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Council  who  went  down  to 
the  island  yesterday.  I  would  again  refer  the 
members  to  page  420  of  our  proceedings,  where 
they  will  rind  the  ordinance  just  as  it  has  been 
read. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  ordinance  was 
passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

REPAIRS    ON    THE    COUNCIL    CHAMBER. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  when  this  Council  adjourns,  it 
be  to  meet  three  weeks  from  date,  at  7.30 
o'clock  P.  JUL:,  so  that  an  opportunity  may  be  had 
for  the  making  of  certain  contemplated  repairs 
upon  the  Common  Council  chamber. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  did  not  hear  any  reason  assigned 
for  such  an  extraordinary  adjournment  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  so  soon  after  the  vacation. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  informed  that  the 
repairs  on  the  Common  Council  chamber  cannot 
be  made  unless  we  adjourn  for  three  weeks;  that 
the  contractor  wanted  four  weeks  and  the  com- 
mittee finally  got  him  to  agree  to  do  it  in  three. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  think  it  would  be  a  very  singular 
order  to  pass  without  any  discussion  whatever.  I 
should  be  prepared  to  oppose  the  passage  of  such 
an  order.  The  interests  of  the  city  and  the  meas- 
ures before  the  City  Government  are  of  such  a  char- 
acter that  we  should  not  take  an  adjournment  of 
three  weeks  at  this  time.  We  all  know  that  dur- 
ing the  early  fall  we  have  many  important  mat- 
ters coming  before  us.  One  important  subject 
has  been  specially  assigned  to  one  week  from  to- 
night, which  is  likely  to  consume  more  than  one 
evening  in  debate."  Whatever  is  done  by  this 
City  Government  must  he  done  early  this  fall. 
Very  soon  we  shall  have  the  elections,  which  will 
break  up  our  sessions,  aud  then  it  will  be  so  late 
in  the  fall  there  will  be  a  tendency  to  refer  mat- 
ters to  the  next  City  Government.  It  seems  to  me 
that  so  soon  after  our  vacation  it  will  be  hardly 
becoming  to  adjourn  for  so  long  a  time.  If 
we  must  vacate  this  room  we  can  find  some  other 
place  of  meeting.  Possibly  the  committee  can 
find  some  other  room  if  it  is  an  absolute  necessity 
to  keep  this  one  closed  so  long  a  time.  I  should 
like  to  hear  an  explanation  from  somebody  as  to 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  chamber  must  be 
closed  for  so  long  a  time,  and  whether  another 
hall  cannot  be  secured  at  a  slight  expense  in 
which  the  session  cau  be  held.  I  do  not  like  the 
idea  of  an  adjournment  for  three  weeks  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14 — It  will  be  impossible  to 
do  what  is  contemplated  in  less  than  three  weeks. 
It  will  take  a  day  or  two  to  get  the  furniture  out, 
and  a  day  or  two  to  raise  the  staging,  and  the 
same  time  would  be  required  to  take  the  staging 
down  and  put  the  furniture  in.  This  will  give  the 
painters  about  eleven  or  twelve  days  to  work. 
Possibly  we  might  meet  in  some  other  room. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair 
whether  or  not  a  legal  meeting:  of  the  Council 
can  be  held  outside  of  City  Hall.  If  that  be  so, 
which  I  am  told  is  a  fact,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
may  call  a  special  meeting  at  any  suitable  place, 
it  seems  to  me  that  would  meet  the  objection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21.  Undoubtedly  a 
suitable  hall  can  be  had,  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
can  call  a  special  meeting  at  any  time.  If  it  be 
legal  to  ireet  in  any  other  hall,  I  think  we  can 
safely  leave  it  as  it  would  be  by  this  adjournment. 
I  suppose  everybody  is  aware  that  we  have  appro- 
priated the  money  for  the  decoration  of  thishall. 
The  only  reason  I  should  be  personally  opposed  to 
any  adjournment  is  the  fear  that  it  may  be  in- 
tended to  decorate  this  hall  in  the  same  style  as 
the  room  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Such  a  result 
is  to  be  so  much  deprecated,  that  I  should  be  will- 
ing to  sit  here  permanently  for  the  rest  of 
the  year  in  order  to  prevent  it.  But  I 
think  they  will  hardly  give  us  such  a  specimen  as 
that.  We  have  appropriated  the  money  to  do  it 
this  year,  and  anybody  who  comes  into  this  hall 
in  the  daytime  sees  the  necessity  for  making  the 
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repairs.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  21  will  see 
that  it  is  not  feasible  to  do  it  later  in  the  year. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
a  legal  meeting  of  the  Caramon  Council  can  be 
held  outside  of  City  Hall. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — I  should  like  to  ask 
why  the  repairs  could  not  be  done  during  the 
summer  while  the  Council  was  adjourned? 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5— As  to  the  matter  of  re- 
pairs on  this  hall,  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings had  it  before  them.  In  18T4  there  were  some 
repairs  in  this  room.  Mayor  Cobb  called  a  special 
meeting,  and  we  held  it  "in  the  present  room  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  Council  consisted  of 
seventy-four  members  then.  How  many  were 
present  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  recollect  attend- 
ing the  meeting.  I  do  not  wish  to  have  the  public 
business  suffer,  but  I  shall  vote  for  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  if  his  Honor  the  Mayor  sees  fit  to  call 
the  Council  together,  some  place  can  be  provided 
without  much  expense  where  we  can  get  a  little 
nearer  together  than  we  are  now.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman's motion  will  prevail. 

Mr,  Lauten — I  do  not  think  the  gentleman  an- 
swered my  question. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23—1  will  state  in  answer  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  that  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  occupied  this  room  during  the  vaca- 
tion, while  repairs  were  made  on  their  room. 

Mr.  Pratt — Then  I  don't  see  why  we  should  not 
work  out  the  rent  by  meeting  in'the  chamber  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  We  all  know  how  busi- 
ness gets  behind.  I  do  not  enjoy  all-night  ses- 
sions. We  ought  to  have  our  meetings  regularly. 
We  all  know  how  adjournments  put  us  behind  in 
our  business.  I  do  not  see  why  we  cannot  reject 
this  order  and  let  the  meetings  of  the  Council  be 
held  at  the  usual  time,  and  in  the  meantime  some 
arrangement  can  be  made  for  them  to  be  held  in 
the  Aldermen's  room  or  some  other  suitable 
place.  The  question  as  to  the  legality  of  a  meet- 
ing outside  of  City  Hall  would  not  be  raised  with 
any  earnestness.  No  one  who  would  reflect  upon 
it  at  all  would  doubt  it.  As  to  the  particular  time 
to  which  it  is  proposed  to  adjourn,  I  believe  there 
is  to  be  such  an  occasion  on  that  day  that  it 
would  probably  be  not  a  very  desirable  evening 
upon  which  to  have  a  meeting.  If  the  Council 
desire  to  adjourn  for  a  longer  time  than  one 
week,  I  trust  they  will  make  it  two  weeks  from 
tonight  instead  of  three.  As  1  said  before,  I  hope 
some  other  arrangement  can  be  made  to  have  the 
meetings  at  the  regular  time,  if  not  in  the  same 
place. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  3  offered  the  following  as 
a  substitute: 

Ordered,  That  during  the  time  taken  in  repair- 
ing the  Common  Council  chamber  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  be  requested  to  provide  ac- 
commodations elsewhere  for  the  regular  sessions 
of  the  Common  Council. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  proposed  amendment  is  not  the  way  in  which 
to  reach  this  matter.  It  should  be  offered  as  a 
separate  order. 

The  order  offered  by  Mr.  Clapp  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Sweetser  offered  his  order,  as  above. 

Mr.  W  hitmore— I  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
the  words  "in  City  Hall"  after  Hie  words  -'accom- 
modations elsewhere."  I  do  not  think  it  well  to 
give  any  committee  a  roving  commis  ion  to  hire  a 
hall  where  they  please.  If  they  should  like  it, 
there  is  one  on  "the  borders  of  Ward  12,  John  A. 
Andrew  Hall,  which  is  a  tine  place  to  hold  meet- 
ings. I  understand  from  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  that  on  one  occasion  the  Council  has  met 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen's  room,  and  perhaps  we 
can  meet  there  agaiu. 

Mr.  Sweetser— I  did  uot  know  but  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  might  get  accommo- 
dations outside  nf  City  Hnll  without  expense. 
They  might  get  the  reprrstmalh  es'  chamber  at 
the  State  House.  I  do  not  thii.k  it  is  quite  feasi- 
ble to  sit  in  this  building,  even  in  the  Aldermen's 
chamber. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
the  order  as  amended  was  read  a  second  time  and 
passed. 

THE  OBSERVATION  STANDS  ON  THE  SEVENTEENTH. 

Mr.  Whittnore  of  Ward  12 — I  desire  to  call  on 
the  Committee  on  Preparing  the  Stand  of  Obser- 
vation for  the  Celebration  of  the  17th,  for  a  report 
in  regard  to  their  proceedings.  It  is  a  special 
committee.  They  were  chaiged  with  a  duty  which 
has  been  performed,  and  I  call  for  a  report  from 
them. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  am   told    it    is    some- 


what unusual  to  call  for  a  report  from  a  special 
committee  of  this  kind.  However,  the  committee 
are  prejiared  to  make  a  report. 

Mr.  Lauten  submitted  the  following  : 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  erect  a  suit- 
able stand  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  on  the  17th .  inst.  and  to  apportion 
the  seats  and  tickets  thereto,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them, 
and  that  the  expense  of  erecting  the  stand  and 
printing  tickets  amounted  to  §494.61. 
For  the  committee, 

A.  F.  Lauten, 

Chairman. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Before  the  report  is  accepted,  I 
hope  the  committee  will  favor  us  with  some  fur- 
ther statement  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the 
tickets.  According  to  the  reports  in  the  newspa- 
pers, there  were  some  1400  and  odd  seats.  As  a 
member  of  the  Council,  I  received  only  ten  tick- 
ets. I  understand  that  was  the  number  distrib- 
uted to  members  of  the  Council.  As  I  was  some- 
what interested  in  the  order  which  was  put  in  in 
the  first  place,  and  as  that  contemplated  only  the 
accommodation  of  the  Council,  I  desire  to  know 
from  the  chairman  of  th£  committee  why  it  is 
that  members  of  the  Council  individually  received 
only  ten  tickets.  I  ask  for  some  report  "from  him 
in  regard  to  the  other  700  tickets  which  were 
printed  and  distributed  by  the  committee — I  have 
no  doubt  very  properly,  but  I  desire  to  know 
where  those  tickets  went  to. 

Mr.  Lauten — To  answer  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  in  detail  would  be  a  rather  long  story. 
My  opinion  is,  the  less  said  about  the  matter  the 
better.  If  he  insists,  of  course  I  will  state  the 
matter  as  it  appears.  The  committee,  at  the  very- 
outset,  discovered  that  they  could  not  get  Black- 
stone  square  without  permission  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares.  A  meeting  was 
called  on  Saturday,  the  ilth,  in  order  to  meet 
that  committee  and  obtain  permission.  We  also 
asked  fir  proposals  for  the  erection  of  a 
stand,  and  bids  were  to  be  got  by  twelve  o'clock 
on  that  day.  Only  one  gentleman  appeared  as  a 
bidder,  and'he  was  ex-Councilman  McG-aragle.  I 
came  in  and  asked  the  Assistant  Clerk  of 
Committees  to  obtain  permission  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  and  after  some  delay  he  ap- 
peared and  sai  d  the  chairman  requested  to  see  me. 
I  went  into  the  room  and  the  inquiry  was  some- 
thing-like this:  "I  understand  that  the  Aldermen 
are  going  to  be  snubbed  in  this  matter  and  are 
not  going  to  have  any  tickets,  and  the  committee 
propose  not  to  let  you  have  this  square."  I  said. 
•'Very  well,"  but  I  also  told  him  that  the  committee 
were  misinformed,  that  we  proposed  to  give  each 
Alderman  five  tickets.  He  said  that  would  n't  be 
enough,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Common 
would  have  a  great  many  calls  for  tickets,  and 
that  unless  we  gave  something  like  fifty  tickets 
apiece  to  the  committee,  including  the  Superin- 
tendent, they  did  not  think  they  could  let  us  have 
that  square.  Another  reason,  he  said,  he  didn't 
think  they  ought'  to  do  it  anyway;  it  will  be 
necessary  to  exclude  the  people  from  the  public 
square,  and  that  would  not  be  doing  the  right 
thing.  I  told  him  I  supposed  we  had  n't  any  au- 
thority to  exclude  people  from  the  streets"  and 
squares,  but  he  said  he  would  waive  that  point. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  understand  who  this 
'  'he"  is. 

Mr.  Lauten— It  is  Alderman  O'Brien,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  chairman  of 
the  committee.  What  surprised  me  the  most  was 
the  remark,  j-ays  lie,  "You  see  how  it  is  with  the 
committee,  three  Aldermen  and  two  Council- 
men."  I  told  him,  "Yes,  I  could  see  it."  I  am 
sorry  to  say  the  Councilmen  present,  the  gertle- 
man  from  Ward  13,  Mr.  Devlin,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21.  Mr.  Wyman,  insisted  that 
fifty  tickets  was  about  the  fair  thing.  Alderman 
Flynn  was  called  out  about  that  finie,  and  he 
wanted  to  know  before  he  went  out  how  many 
tickets  the  committee  on  the  stand  were  going 
to  keep,  and  we  told  him  about  fifty,  and  he  saia 
he  thought  they  ought  to  have  them;  that  it  was 
about  right.  The  committee  did  not  propose  to 
accede  to  that  plan;  but  Mr.  McGaragle  said  if  he 
did  n't  get  the  order  by  one  o'clock, 
he  could  uot  get  the  necessary  chairs  and 
stands.  Time  was  getting  to  be  very 
precious  and  it  got  to  be  atiout  twenty  minutes  of 
one.  I  to'.d  the  Committee  on  Common  to  make 
some  proposition,  and  we  finally  concluded  to 
give  them  twenty-live  tickets  apiece.     After  some 
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considerable  talk  they  finally  accepted  that.  We 
found  then  that  our  whole  programme  had  been 
disarranged.  We  supposed  that  as  the  Council 
was  going  to  pay  for  this,  the  Aldermen  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  In  order  to  give  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  225  tickets, 
and  the  Committee  on  Anniversary  some,  some 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  the  City  Messenger, 
and  the  Aldermen,  we  found  we  had  to  give  out 
1518  tickets,  including  the  City  Clerk,  Inspector  of 
Buildings,  reporters  and  some  others.  Mr.  Pe- 
ters was  to  supply  the  officers  in  City  Hall  and 
some  others  out  of  his  twenty-five  tickets.  That 
left  the  committee  eighty-two  tickets,  and  out  of 
that  we  sent  to  the  different  heads  of  depart- 
ments. So  far  as  my  personal  friends  are  con- 
cerned I  think  I  distributed  six  outside  of  my  own 
family.  It  is,  of  course,  very  unpleasant  to  be 
obliged  to  make  any  report  of  this  kind.  The 
committee  did  the  best  they  could.  Two  or  three 
days  before  the  erection  of  the  stand  they  were 
the  most  popular  of  men,  and  a  day  or  two  after- 
wards they  were  the  most  unpopular.  I  believe 
that  if  we  had  had  fourteen  thousand  tickets  we 
could  not  have  supplied  the  demand.  I  have 
nothing  further  to  say. 

Mr.  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18—1  understood  the 
gentleman  to  say  that  the  committee  on  the  erec- 
tion of  a  stand  made  the  proposition  to  give  them 
twenty-five  tickets.  I  believe  that  proposition 
came  from  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares. 

Mr.  Lauten — It  amounts  to  the  same  thing. 
They  wanted  me  to  do  the  best  I  could.  When  I 
returned  I  said  the  committee  wanted  fifty,  and 
finally  came  down  to  twenty-five,  and  we  agreed 
to  give  them  that  many. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  has  seen  fit  to  go  into  committee  busi- 
ness, and  has  made  some  remarks  in  regard  to 
Alderman  O'Brien.  When  the  matter  came  be- 
fore our  committee  Alderman  O'Brien  said  we 
had  better  give  them  the  right  without  asking  a 
ticket.  The  majority  of  the  committee,  with  the 
exception  of  Alderman  O'Brien,  thought  differ- 
ently, and  he  of  all  those  present  wished  to  give 
them  the  right  to  build  the  stand  without  one 
ticket.  It  was  thought  by  a  majority  of  the 
committee  that  the  Committee  on  Common  wsuld 
have  double  thej  applications  that  any  other 
members  of  the  Council  would  have,  on  ac- 
count of  having  charge  of  the  square,  and 
for  that  reason  they  felt  that  they  should  have 
something  with  which  to  supply  the  demand. 
Having  charge  of  the  public  squares  they  felt 
that  applications  would  be  made  to  them  to  a 
greater  extent  than  to  any  other  committee  of 
the  City  Government.  That  is  the  reason  they 
asked  for  the  number  of  tickets  they  received. 

Mr.  Rogers — The  committee  on  the  erection  of 
the  stand  were  unanimously  opposed  to  accepting 
the  proposition  if  we  could  have  got  a  lot  else- 
where. We  looked  around  to  get  another  place 
and  it  was  impossible.  We  were  obliged  to  ac- 
cept those  terms. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5— This  is  all  Greek  to 
me,  and  all  new.  Last  week  was  an  off-week 
with  me.  I  had  a  disease  that  I  have  some- 
times, only  in  a  worse  form,  and  I  was  n't 
over  in  town  much.  I  received  a  notice  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  was  unable  to  go.  I  received  a  package 
of  tickets,  and  if  my  life  was  at  stake  I 
could  not  account  for  the  number.  1  gave  some 
to  my  sons  and  some  to  some  friends.  How 
many  there  were  I  do  not  know,  but  there  were 
a  good  many  who  asked  me  for  tickets  whom  I 
could  not  stipply.  But  the  idea  of  any  member, 
or  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  and  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  to  say  or  intimate  that  they  could 
not  have  that  place  without  being  bought  by  a 
supply  of  jtickets!  I  have  mistaken  that  gentle- 
man's nature.  I  have  been  acquainted  with  him 
ever  since  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  I  have  known  him  intimately  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Common.  I  do  not 
know  but  the  committee  might  have  said  that 
they  would  like  some  tickets,  but  to  sit  down  and 
say  as  has  been  said  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
'Committee  of  the  Ground,  that  the  Common 
Council  could  not  have  a  permit  to  erect  that 
stand  without  the  committee  being  feed  with 
tickets  —  it  seems  to  me  to  be  something  I 
never  should  think  of.  If  it  was  so,  I  am  sur- 
prised. Even  if  there  was  an  intimation  of  that 
kind,  it  don't  seem  to  me  that  any  member  of  the 
committee  could  have  meant  it.    As  the  chairman 


of  the  committee  says,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  requested  to  see  him,  and  if  they  had 
such  a  talk  it  is  all  new  and  Greek  to  me.  But 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  con- 
trol of  that  ground,  and  to  make  such  a  restric- 
tion, and  ask  for  tickets  as  a  means  of  getting  a 
permit,  is  something  new  to  me.  If  there  ever 
was  a  gentleman  whom  I  knew  to  be  warm 
hearted,  free  and  generous,  yet  firm,  I  have  al- 
ways found  it  in  ihat  gentleman,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Common,  from  beginning  to 
end. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  was  informed  a  few  days  after- 
wards by  a  member  of  this  Council  that  it  might 
be  called  scientific  bulldozing  by  the  committee, 
that  it  was  well  done  and  they  laughed  over  it.  I 
could  not  see  anything  to  laugh  over  myself. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  if  he  obtained  any  other  concession  from 
the  Committee  on  Common  besides  the  giving 
them  of  twenty-live  tickets  apiece? 

Mr.  Lauten— No,  sir. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  but  one  remark  to  make 
to  the  Council  in  ihis  matte'-.  It  does  seem  to 
have  its  ludicrous  side,  perhaps.  I  must  say  for 
myself,  that  this  is  not  a  pleasant  spectacle  to  me 
to  see  such  a  report  put  in,  or  to  feel  constrained, 
as  I  confess  I  have  been,  to  smile  at  the  position 
in  which  members  of  the  Council  have  placed  them- 
selves. It  is  not  a  little  matter  in  my  estimation  that 
such  proceedings  should  have  been  carried  on  by 
any  standing  committee  of  this  Council,  as  we  are 
told  by  the  members  of  our  special  committee  did 
take  place  last  week.  But,  sir,  I  am  happy  to  say 
this  much:  For  once  this  year  I  am  happy  to  be 
in  the  minority,  so  far  as  political- matters  are 
concerned.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  by  everybody, 
where  there  is  more  than  one  political  party  in 
every  such  body,  the  majority  is  bound  to  inves- 
tigate and  take  charge  of  the  behavior  of  its 
members  and  its  committees,  and  for  that  reason 
I  do  not  intend  to  make  any  motion  further  than 
to  accept  the  report  of  our  committee  in  this 
matter;  but  it  seems  to  me  that,  if  1  were  a  mem- 
ber of  the  majority,  instead  of  laughing  at  this 
thing,  I  should  feel  more  inclined  to  take  some 
other  action.  But,  as  I  have  said,  it  is  not  for 
me,  a  member  of  the  minority,  to  make  any 
such  motion.  The  acts  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees of  this  body  are  acts  for  which  this  body 
is  responsible,  and  it  is  for  that  majority  to  con- 
sider what  action  is  necessary,  so  long  as  such 
stories  were  about.  I  called  for  a  report  from  the 
committee,  and  am  well  satisfied  that  they  stated 
the  truth.  But  the  members  of  the  majority  of 
this  body  can  hardly  wish  to  let  the  matter  rest 
there. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  think  I  can  say,  on 
behalf  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Com- 
mon, that  they  are  ready  to  be  investigated,  and 
if  the  gentleman  will  make  the  motion  I  will  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Christal— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  14  which  were  the  most  exacting 
in  regard  to  tickets,  the  Republicans  or  Dem- 
ocrats. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  congratulate  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  on  the  political  capital  which 
he  thinks  he  has  made  on  that  subject. 

The  President— If  any  gentleman  will  look  at 
the  composition  of  the  Committee  on  Common, 
he  will  see  which  political  party  composes  the 
majority,  it  that  is  to  be  taken  into  account. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

PROPOSED   AMBULANCE  FOR  EAST  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order- 
That  provision  be  made  for  furnishing  an  ambu- 
lance, to  be  located  in  East  Boston,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conveyiiiii  persons  injured  at  said  place  to 
their  homes,  or  other  places  of  treatment,  as  the 
services  of  the  same  are  very  much  required. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2— Before  that  is 
acted  upon,  I  should  like  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
in  explanation.  I  suppose  there  is  no  part  of  the 
city  where  there  is  a  larger  class  of  laborers  en- 
gaged in  dangerous  occupation  than  in  East  Bos- 
ton. On  an  average  almost  one  a  day  is  injured 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  require  to  be  carried  to 
his  home  or  to  some  hospital  in  the  city.  At  l  east 
four  a  week  has  been  the  average  for  a  great 
while  past.  It  is  quite  a  distance  from  East  Bos- 
ton to  tlie  hospitals  of  the  city.  In  fact  it  is  not 
the  distance  alone,  but  delay  in  waiting  for  a  car- 
riage. When  a  man  is  injured  over  there,  he  has 
to  be  placed  in  a  rough  conveyance,  and  carried 
to  the  hospital  or  to  his  home.  For  that  reason  I 
thought  that  an  ambulance  should  be  placed  in 


SEPTEMBER       33 


1880 


4.79 


East  Boston,  and  if  its  services  are  required,  the- 
injured  parties  can  be  conveyed  to  their  homes  or 
to  the  City  Hospital. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  City  Hospital. 
Sent  up. 

SOUTH  BAY  NUISANCE. 

Mr.  Donahoe  of  Ward  13  offered  an  order — That 
the  Committee  on  Health  be  requested  to  report 
to  the  City  Council  why  the  nuisance  existing;  in 
the  South  Bay  has  not  been  abated,  an  order  hav- 
ing been  passed  and  the  money  appropriated  for 
the  same  July  29.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

ASSISTANCE  FOB  CLERK   OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That  the 
Clerk    of   Committees   be    authorized  to  employ 


such  clerical  assistance  as  may  be  required  in  his 
department  during  the  remainder  of  the  muni- 
cipal year,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $350,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Salaries. 

Mr.  Coe— It  is  well  known  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Committees  has  been  overworked  during  the  last 
few  weeks  on  account  of  the  celebration  that  has 
just  taken  place.  The  work  in  his  department  is 
very  much  behind,  and  additional  assistance  will 
be  necessary  for  the  balance  of  the  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Coe  moved  a  re- 
consideration.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser  of 
Ward  3. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    37,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man "O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
October  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

PETITIONS    BEFEEBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Boston  Five 
Cents  Savings  Bank,  for  a  street  lamp  on  Colby 
place,  Ward  20.  / 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Charles  H.  Plimpton,  that  a  dead 
and  unsightly  tree  on  Highland  street,  corner 
Port  avenue,  be  removed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Elizabeth  J.  Amory,  for  an  increased 
award  for  land  on  Washington  street,  taken  for 
the  Broadway  extension. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stabJes,  as 
follows:  J.  F.  Howland,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
on  Richmond  street,  Ward  24;  Patrick  McCormick, 
new  wooden,  two  horses,  on  Millett  street,  Ward 
24;  John  McDermott,  old  wooden,  one  additional 
horse,  87  Condor  street,  Ward  1;  L.  A.  Bailey,  new 
wooden,  two  horses,  Corey  street,  Ward  23;  Hay- 
ward  P.  Hall,  new  brick,  twenty  horses,  79  North- 
ampton street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Martin  Dolan,  for 
damages  on  account  of  raising  the  grade  of  Bea- 
con street,  near  West  Chester  park;  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Underwood  et  al.,  that  East  Newton  street  be  re- 
paved  and  put  in  order;  Lucretia  A.  Snow  et  al., 
against  the  proposed  setting  of  edgestones  on 
the  southerly  side  of  King  street;  Charles  U,  Cot- 
ting  et  al.,  that  Newbury  street  be  graded,  etc.; 
John  Bainard,  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk 
in  portion  of  Parker  street;  Paul  H.  Kendriek- 
en  et  al.,  for  crosswalk  at  the  intersection  of  Dud-  . 
ley,  Cottage  and  West  Cottage  streets;  for  edge- 
stones and  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
Margaret  E.  McSweeney,  78  Baxter  street;  Alden 
Avery,  on  Fairfield  street;  and  Mrs.  Anna  Row- 
land, on  Cumston  place;  for  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estats  sof  J.  W.  Tobey,  165  Commonwealth 
avenue; Charlotte  A.  Richardson,  13  Laurel  street; 
James  C.  Tucker,  Mather  street;  G.  W.  Wheat- 
land, Jr.,  on  Marlborough  street,  near  Hereford 
street;  W.  H.  Gleason  et  al.,  for  a  plank  walk  on 
Washington  street  (Ward  23)  from  Albion  to 
Beech  streets. 

HEARINGS. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing a  sewer  in  Enfield  street.  No  objec- 
tions.    Recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  fur  turnout  on  Northampton 
and  Washington  streets,  and  for  leave  to  run 
additional  cars  on  West  End  route. 

Mr.  Harding,  secretary  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  appeared  for  the  petitioner, 
and  explained  that  the  request  is  simply  for  a 
curve  from  Northampton  street  into  Washington 
street  going  north;  that  they  now  have  one  from 
Northampton  street  to  Washington  street  going 
south.  They  desire  to  change  their  West  End 
cars  to  the  oid  rink  building  on  Tremont  street, 
as  the  present  car  house  is  too  close  to  the  stable. 
They  also  ask  for  the  privilege  of  running  over 
the  track  of  the  Highland  Railway  Company  in 
Northampton  street,  provided  permission  is  ob- 
tained from  said  company,  which  Mr.  Merrill,  the 
president,  was  ready  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  and  agree  to,  if  necessary.  It  is 
also  quite  important  to  have  the  privilege  of 
running  more  cars  on  the  West  End  line,  as 
the  present  accommodations  are  entirely  inade- 
quate. 

No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITION    FOR    STEAM    ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Commercial 
Manufacturing  Company,  to  locate  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary engine  of  fifty  horse-power  on  North  Bea- 
con street,  Ward  25,  and  an  order  was  passed  for 
a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Oct.  18,  at  4  P.  M. 


PAPERS    FROM   THE    COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petitions,  etc.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  report  why 
the  nuisance  on  South  Bay  flats  has  not  been 
abated.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  provide  an  ambulance  for  hospital  ser- 
vice at  East  Boston.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
City  Hospital  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  provide  accommodations  for  the  Com- 
mon Council  in  the  City  Hall,  until  repairs  are 
completed  on  their  room.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  ordinance  concerning  truant  chil- 
dren and  absentees  from  school.  Ordinance  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  the  Clerk  of  Committees  $350  for 
extra  clerk  hire  for  remainder  of  this  municipal 
year.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Vote  of  thanks  to  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association  for  services  at  recent  cele- 
bration on  Sept.  17.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Vote  of  thanks  to  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artil- 
lery Company  for  services  as  escort  to  the  City 
Government.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  Police  Department  for  their  efficient  services 
on  sent,  17.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  it  is  illegal  to  give  laborers  their  pay 
during  sickness  by  ordinance.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  that  the  City  Council  cannot  pass  an  or- 
der regulating  the  weight  of  ice.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

The  order  to  prohibit  any  vessel  discharging 
cargo  or  ballast  in  the  stream  without  an  anchor- 
age permit  came  up  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances.    Concurred. 

The  250th  Anniversary  Memorial  Volume. 

The  order  for  the  preparation  and  printing  of 
an  account  of  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anni- 
versary, and  that  1500  copies  be  printed,  comes 
up  amended,  so  as  to  charge  the  expense  of  2500 
copies  to  appropriation  for  Printing. 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence  in  the 
amendments. 

Alderman  Viles — I  trust  we  shall  not  take  that 
from  the  appropriation  for  Printing.  We  have 
not  the  means  to  defray  that  expense,  and  have 
not  enough  to  get  along  with  tor  the  department. 
I  will  read  a  letter  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Printing  to  the  chairman  of  this  Board,  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing — 

Sept.  24,  1880. 

Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman  Committee  on 
Printing:  Dear  Sir — I  notice  an  amendment  in 
the  order  for  printing  the  Anniversary  Memo- 
rial, changing  the  appropriation  from  Incidental 
Expenses  to  the  Printing  appropriation. 

In  the  Auditor's  estimates  (Doc.  34,  page  67)  is 
this  statement:  "No  estimate  is  included  for  the 
250th  Anniversary  Memorial,  the  memorial  vol- 
umes being  usually  charged  to  Incidental  Ex- 
penses." 

When  the  estimates  were  made  up,  this  state- 
ment was  unobjectionable  to  the  Auditor. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Monument  Memorial  and 
the  Bunker  Hill  Memorial  were  charged  to  Inci- 
dentals. 

There  will  be  no  overplus  to  the  Printing  appro- 
priation to  meet  the  cost  of  this  volume. 
Respectfully  yours, 

George  Coolidge, 
Superintendent  of  Printing. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  take  that  expense  from 
our  appropriation  for  Printing.  I  understand 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Celebration  of  the 
250th  Anniversary  that  they  have  two  or  three 
thousand  dollars  left.  If  that  be  so,  it  seems  to 
me  it  might  be  taken  from  that  apppropriation, 
without  touching  any  other  appropriation 

Alderman  Flynn— I  do  not  know  that  there  are 
two  or  three  thousand  dollars  left.  In  fact,  I  do 
not  know  that  anything  will  be  left,  from  the  way 
the  bills  are  coming  in.  I  find  that  the 
expense  for  the  First  Brigade  will  be 
about  $5000,  when  we  expected  it  would 
be  about  $4000;  but  I  have  already 
approved  bills  to  the  amount  of  $5000  for  that 
brigade.  The  expense  of  the  Second  Brigade  will 
not  be  so  large.  I  should  not  like  to  add  anything 
more  to  the  appropriation  until  all  the  bills  are 
in.  The  proper  disposition  of  it  is  to  do  what  the 
Aldermen  did  last  Monday,  and  charge  it  to  Inci- 
dentals. I  move  that  we  nonconcur  in  the 
amendment  charging  it  to  the  appropriation  for 
Printing,  and  adhere  to  our  vote  charging  it  to 
incidentals. 
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Alderman  Viles— I  am  informed  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Incidental  Fund  to  take  it  from, 
and  that  it  must  come  from  the  Reserved  Fund. 
I  would  move  that  it  be  taken  from  the  Reserved 
Fund,  if  the  Alderman  will  accept  my  amendment, 
or  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Alderman  Viles— I  would  inquire  what  the  cost 
of  this  document  will  be? 

Alderman  Viles — I  could  not  state,  but  I  think 
the  other  memorial  volumes  cost  a  dollar  apiece. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that,  in 
his  opinion,  it  would  cost  about  a  dollar  apiece 
for  each  volume.  It  is  merely  a  rough  estimate, 
however. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  have  n't  any  doubt  but  there 
will  be  some  money  left  from  the  appropriation 
for  the  Celebration  of  the  250th  Anniversary,  but 
at  this  time  I  disliRe  to  add  anything  to  that  ap- 
propriation for  fear  we  would  be  obliged  to  come 
in  and  ask  for  enough  to  print  this  volume. 

Alderman  Viles — I  withdraw  my  motion,  and 
move  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee. 

Alderman  Flynn  accepted  the  amendment,  and 
the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee.   Sent  down. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Constables.  William  T.  Gardner  for  the  Board  of 
Registrars  of  Voters;  Edwin  R.  Smyth,  for  the 
Mass.  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children;  Richard  F.  Andrews,  Francis  J.  Baxter, 
Charles  P.  Cook,  John  E.  S.  Damrell,  Hinds  R. 
Darling,  Albion  P.  Dearborn,  Alvin  S.  Drew, 
George  G.  Drew,  John  A.  Duggan,  George  W. 
Farr,  Thomas  Fee,  Jr.,  John  C.  Harrington,  Rob- 
ert Herter,  John  M.  Hodgate,  William  K.  Jones, 
Marcus  Kallman,  David  B.  Keith,  Stephen  P. 
Kelley,  John  Y.  Kendall,  Frederick  P.  Knapp,  Rus- 
sell R.  Knapp,  Nicholas  G.  Lynch,  Isaac  W.  Mc- 
Donald, Jotham  E.  Munroe,  Isaiah  Paine,  Jr., 
George  B.  Proctor,  Joseph  R.  Rowe,  Burnham 
Royce,  Samuel  S.  Sherman,  Simon  Simmons,  Aus- 
tin R.  Smith,  Asa  Southworth,  Barry  Sullivan. 
Christopher  F.  Sweeney,  William  H.  Swift,  Mor- 
ris J.  Walsh,  Frank  T.  Ware,  John  H.  Whiteside, 
Wright  W.  Williams  and  Siegfried  Wolffsohn. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Undertaker — Michael  Barry.    Confirmed. 

INSPECTORS   OF  ELECTION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
appointing  the  following-named  persons  Inspec- 
tors of  Election  in  their  several  precincts.  (The 
names  of  Democratic  inspectors  are  first  men- 
tioned, those  of  Republicans  following.) 

Ward  One. 
Precinct  1— John  F.  Peppard,  Charles  E.  Bushee. 
"         2— Charles  H.  Day,  Charles  A.  Grant. 
"         3 — S.  J.  Ferreira,  John  Franklin  Murphy. 
"        4— Charles  A.  Tilden,  George  E.  Rice. 
"         5— George  Carlin,  Jr.,  John  A.  Webster. 
Ward  Two. 
Precinct  1— Henry  Law,  Samuel  I.  Crafts. 

"         2— Charles  J.  McCarthy,  Emile  A.  Kauf- 
man. 
"         3— John  Hartnett,  Edward  L.  Gibbs. 
"         4 — Michael     McDonough,     Winfield    J. 
Joues. 

Ward  Three. 
Precinct  1— John  F.  Anderson,  James  E.  Stene. 
"         2 — John  R.  Rea,  Arthur  B.  Coburn. 
"         3— Thomas  J.  Kelley,  Asa  L.  Hatch. 
"         4— William  J.  O'Reilly,  Walter  S.  Brewer. 
Ward  Four. 
Precinct  1— George  A.  Easter,  George  H.  Fultz. 
"         2— Matthew  J.  Green,  William  F.  Bridge. 
"         3— Thos.  McNellis,  Winslow  S.  Oakman. 
"         4— Thomas  Philbrook,  Charles  D.  Sawin. 
Ward  Five. 
Precinct  1— James  C.  Murray,  Howard  Goldsmith. 
"         2— Thomas  Meade,  Alvan  G.  Sawyer. 
"         3— Michael  J.  O'Brien,  Jas.  C.  Stoddard. 
"         4— John  J.  McAuliffe,  Joseph  C.  Jepson. 
Ward  Six. 
Precinct  1— Patrick  Malone,  Eli  J.  Greer. 
"         2— M.  J.  Cox,  Thomas  Gray. 
"         3— Michael  J.  Houghton,  Lewis  Jarvis. 
"         4-^James  F.  Gallagher,  John  H.  Agnew. 
Ward  Seven, 
Precinct  1— Thomas  H.  Farren,  Frank  H.  Cole. 
"         2— Edward  A.  Rogan,  William  H.  Marsh. 
''•        3— James  Glacken.  Fred  W.  Turner,  Jr. 
"        4— George  H.  Rile?,  Moses  C.  Greene. 


Ward  Might. 
Precinct  1— Frank  P.  Smith,  Claries  E.  Clark. 

"        2— Daniel  J.  Scanlon,  Joseph  F.  Peabody. 
"         3— John  McGovern,  Alex.  V.  Heughins. 
"         4— John  J.  O'Keefe,  Frank  E.  Jeffrey. 

Ward  Nine. 
Precinct  1— Charles  T.  Canterbury,   Hamilton  S. 
Smith. 
"         2— John  G.  Duffy,  Tracy  Dennie. 
"         3— John  F.  Long,  August  Cherest. 
"        4— Andrew  J.  Gilligan,  Seth  Mason. 

Ward  Ten. 
Precinct  1— Charles  Coleman,  Cbas.  B.  Wetherell. 
"         2— William  E.  Bicknell, William  X.White. 
"         3— Daniel  Manning.  Henry  H.  Fette. 
"         4— Martin  Dowling,  Sylvester  Bearse,  Jr. 

Ward  Eleven. 
Precinct  1— Gordon    Prince,    Grenville   H.     Nor- 
cruss. 
"         2— Charles  B.  Brooks,  Charles  C.  Badlam. 
"         3— John  McKenney,  James  H.  Page. 
"         4— John  P.  Prince,  Matthew  H.  Graham. 
"         5— Maurice  H.    Flanigan,    Stephen    W. 
Harnion. 

Ward   Twelve. 
Precinct  1— John  Ford,  William  Driscoll. 

"         2— James  Collins,  Edward  A.  Story,  Jr. 
"         3— William  A.    McGuiness,    William  D. 

Mills. 
"         4— Thomas  A.  Delay,  Charles  H.  Dodge. 
Ward    Thirteen. 
Precinct  1— Patrick  J.  Nee,  Thomas  Mulligan. 
"         2— Edward  C.  Leonard,  Edwin  Naylor. 
"         3— Charles  A.  Power,  Humphrey  Dyer. 
"         4— Dennis  Regan,  Winfield  S.  Guthrie. 
"         5— Fred  F.  Dougherty,  Lorenzo  L.  Allen. 
Ward  Fourteen. 
Precinct  1— John  J.  Rice,  Edwin  I.  James. 
"         2— John  Costello,  Charles  B.  Crooker. 
"         3— James  Maguire,  Charles  P.  Renfrew. 
"         4— Robert  McSolla,  Lewis  C.  Tibbetts. 
"         5— John  P.  Monks,  Thomas  G.  Snow. 

Ward  Fifteen. 
Precinct  1— W.  F.  Allen,  Charles  A.  Greene. 
"         2— Henry  Lappen,  Fred  O.  Clark. 
"         3— H.  P.  Muldoon,  Frank  A.  Rowell. 
"         4— Jacob  Hablitz,  Edward  R.  McLarin. 
Ward  Sixteen. 
Precinct  1— David  O'Brien,  Frank  H.  Glover. 
"        2— Patrick  H.  Moy,  Hilliard  L.   Goodale. 
"         3— John  J.  Scollard,  Nathaniel   Hamil- 
ton. 
"         4— Thomas  H.  Hearn,  Daniel  W.  Tyler. 
Ward  Seventeen. 
Precinct  1— Joseph   A.    McCormick,    Charles    B. 
Johnston. 
"         2— Thomas  B.  McLaughlin,  Edward   E. 

Leland. 
"         3— Henry  Doherty,  William  H.  Ford. 
"         4— Dennis  E.  Sullivan,  Alpheus  Sanford. 
Ward  Eighteen. 
Precinct  1— James  McKeon,  John  S.  Winn. 
"         2— James  C.  Laughton,  Henry  Frost. 
"         3— James  P.  Bracken,  Rufus  L.  Berrv. 
"         4— John  B.  Babccck,  Jr.,   Uriah  A.  Pol- 
lard. 

Ward  Nineteen 
Precinct  1— John  Madden,  Moses  Berger. 
"         2— Alex  Reid,  William  A.  Richards. 
"         3— Romanzo   Dolan,    Martin   J.  Tewks- 

bury. 
"         4— William   Cunningham,    George    Bar- 
tholmesz. 

Ward  Twenty. 
Precinct  1— C.  P.  Ward,  Edward  H.  McCormack. 
"         2— Stephen  Edwards,  Nathan  S.  Wilbur, 

Jr. 
"         3— Daniel  F.  Duffy,  Henry  B.  Chamber- 

lin. 
"         4— Charles  J.  Kidney,  Milton  Gale,  Jr. 
"         5— Patrick  J.  Mullin,  Benjamin  P.  Coates. 
Ward  i'wenty-one. 
Precinct  1— John  B.  Walker,  Jr.,  John  G.    Gard- 
ner. 
"        2— Edward  Scott,  Edward  C.  Hodges. 
"         3— Richard  A.  Killian,  Frank  T.  Merrill. 
"         4-Albert  Ball,  Edwin  W.  Beal. 
"         5— William   Doyle,  Clarence  W.   Buffin- 
ton. 
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Ward  Twenty-two. 
Precinct  1— James  H.  Sullivan,  Abraham   Bald- 
ner. 
"         2 — Thomas  Somerville,  Frank  Tucker. 
"         3— William  F.  Carty,  Jacob  L.  Weinz. 
Ward  rwenty-three. 
Precinct  1 — William  Rossney,  Gideon  Walker. 
"         2— Martin  Tirrell,  Frank  W.Reynolds. 
"         3— Edward  Noon,  George  Otis  Allen. 
"         4— Hugh  J.  McGill,  George  W.  Layers. 
"         5— Peter  A.  Cunningham,  Elias  T.  Bow- 
thorpe. 
Ward  Twenty-four. 
Precinct  1— William  Chadbourne,  Charles  C.  Ad- 
ams. 
"         ?— Thomas   White,  Charles  E.   Folsom, 

Jr. 
"         3 — John  Halloran,  James  F.  Dunbar. 
"         4--Thomas  J.  McCormick,  George  Ever- 
ett. 
"         5— William  F.  Merritt,   J.  G.  Young,  Jr. 
"         6— William  H.  Avery,    Werner  W.  Berg. 
Ward  Twenty-Jive. 
Precinct  1— John  J.  Keefe,  Munroe  W.  Hatch. 
"         2 — James  Galligan,  Henry  M.  Wilde. 
"         3— John  J.  Gaffney,  Charles  A.  Nutter. 
Alderman  Tucker  moved  that  the  question  of 
confirmation  be  laid  upon  the  tabie  for  one  week. 
Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  but  it  is  neces- 
sary for  them  to  be  appointed.    Possibly  the  time 
may  be  about  to  expire. 

Alderman  Tucker— There  is  no  election  to  take 
place  in  the  meantime,  and  I  made  the  motion  to 
expedite  business  by  giving  members  an  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  the  list. 

Alderman  Woolley— If  I  understand  the  law 
aright  these  several  officers  must  be  appointed 
and  confirmed  before  the  first  day  of  October.  If 
we  let  them  lie  over  for  a  week,  it  will  then  be 
too  late. 

Alderman  Tucker— This  seems  to  be  somewhat 
unusual.  I  believe  we  had  the  list  of  names  be- 
fore us  last  year.  I  have  nothing  personal  about 
the  matter  at  all,  but  would  like  to  have  it  fully 
understood. 

Alderman  Viles— I  believe  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table  for  one  week  is  a  good  one.  There 
are  always  some  who  decline  serving  after  they 
are  appointed,  and  that  will  give  an  opportunity 
to  fill  the  vacancies. 

The  matter  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  was  again  taken  up. 

The  Chairman  read  the  law  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  inspectors  of  elections,  showing 
that  they  must  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  ana 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  before  the 
first  day  of  October. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  think  the  Mayor  has  dis- 
charged his  duty  and  conformed  to  the  law. 
Does  that  act  provide  that  the  Aldermen  shall 
confirm  them  before  the  first  day  of  October? 

The  Chairman— As  the  Chair  understands  it, 
the  Mayor  shall  appoint,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  before  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber in  each  year. 
The  list  was  then  read  by  the  Chairman  in  full. 
Alderman  Caldwell— These  are  very  important 
appointments,  and  the  Board  have  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  the  list  at  all.  I  would  move 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  the 
30th  of  the  month,  id  the  meantime  the  Board 
can  have  the  printed  list  and  look  it  over.  I  do 
not  know  what  the  proceedings  have  been  in 
former  years.  If  we  refer  it  to  a  committee,  they 
will  be  the  only  ones  to  look  it  over,  and  I  think 
every  member  of  the  Board  should  do  so  for  him- 
self. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  suggest  that 
the  Board  have  a  meeting  tomorrow  evening  in 
convention  with  the  School  Committee. 

Alderman  Caton— I  hope  it  will  be  laid  over.  I 
see  that  in  the  ward  in  which  I  live  one  of  the 
wardens  is  appointed  inspector.  It  seems  to  me 
there  will  be  a  great  many  changes  to  make,  and 
it  will  be  necessary  to  take  more  time. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell  it  was  voted 
that  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  spe- 
cially assigned  to  Wednesday  next  at  12  M. 

CHARLESTOWN  ALMSHOUSE. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  Directors  for  Public  ) 
Institutions  .   J 

Boston,    Sept.   27,   1880.    ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston: 
Gentlemen— In  January  last  the  Board  of  Direct- 


ors for  Public  Institutions  addressed  a.  communi- 
cation to  the  City  Council  recommending  that  the 
almshouse  in  the  Charlestown  District  be  discon- 
tinued. Anticipating  early  definite  action  on  the 
part  of  the  City  Council,  the  Board  of  Directors, 
in  their  request  for  appropriations  for  the  present 
financial  year,  did  not  include  an  estimate  for  an 
appropriation  for  this  institution,  and  are,  there- 
fore, now  without  funds  to  maintain  it.  Since 
April  1  an  average  of  forty  inmates  have  been 
maintained  at  this  place,  and  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  carrying  on  the  institution  have  not 
been  paid.  The  Board  of  Directors,  therefore,  re- 
spectfully request  the  City  Council  to  transfer 
the  sum  of  $3000  from  the  House  of  Industry  ap- 
propriation to  be  used  to  defray  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  mai  taining  the  inmates  at  the  Charles- 
town  District  Almshouse. 

Respectfully,  Samuel  Little, 

President  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  would  state  that  that 
subject  is  now  before  the  Special  Committee  on 
the  Treatment  of  the  Poor,  and  has  been  for  some 
time,  and  they  are  giving  it  thorough  considera- 
tion. If  it  is  proper  I  move  that  the  request  be 
granted. 

Alderman  Caldwell  withdrew  the  motion  and 
the  communication  was  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee.    Sent  down. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  : 

Order  to  pay  Flora  Van  Baalen  $553.75  for  land 
taken   and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widen- 
ing of  Harrison  avenue.    Passed. 
polling  places. 
Alderman  Slade  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  the  fol- 
lowing-named places  be  and  they  are  established 
as  the  polling  places  within  the  several  ward  pre- 
cincts of  this  city: 

Ward  One. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Porter  street. 
"         2— Schoolhouse,  Lexington  street. 
"         3— Chapman  Schoolhouse. 
"         4 — Corner  Putnam  and  White  streets. 
"         5— Schoolhouse,  Princeton  street. 
Wa  rd    Tivo. 
Precinct  1— Adams  Schoolhouse,  Sumner  street. 
"         2— Webster  Schoolhouse, Webster  street. 
"         3— Police  Station,  Meridian  street. 
"         4 — Wardroom,  Meridian  street. 
Ward    Three. 
Precinct  1 — Cross  street,  corner  Bartlett  street. 
"         2— Wardroom,  Bunker  Hill  street. 
"         3— Schoolhouse,  Medford  street. 
"         4— Schoolhouse,  Moulton  street. 
Ward    Four. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Mead  street. 
"         2— Schoolhouse,  Baldwin  street. 
"         3—513  Main  street. 
"         4— Winthrop  Hall,  404  Main  street. 
Ward  Five. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Common  street. 
"         2 — 4  Chelsea  street. 
"         3— Wardroom,  Harvard  street. 
"         4—172  Main  street. 

Ward  Six. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Sheafe  street. 
"         2— Schoolhouse,  Charter  street. 
"         3— Wardroom,  North  Bennet  street. 
"         4 — Police  Station,  Hanover  street. 
Ward  Seven. 
Precinct  1— Fuel  house,  Salem  street. 

"         2— Schoolhouse,  North  Margin  street. 
"         3— Wardroom,  Hawkins  street. 
"         4—106  Canal  street. 

Ward  liight. 
Precinct  1— Wardroom,  Blossom  street. 

"         2 — Store  66  Poplar  street.  ■' 

"         3— Schoolhouse,  Poplar  street. 
"         4—91  Lowell  street. 

Ward  Nine. 
Precinct  1— Engine  house,  River  street. 
"     .    2— Wardroom,  Anderson  street. 
"         3-  Schoolhouse,  Phillips  street. 
"         4 — Hose  house,  North  Grove  street. 
Ward  Ten. 
Precinct  1— Shop,  20  Derne  street. 

ii         2— Police  station,  Court  square. 
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Precinct  3— Wardroom,  Mason  street. 
"         4—111  Kingston  street. 
Ward  Eleven. 
Precinct  1— Marlborough  street,     between  Daut- 
raouth  and  Exeter  streets. 
"         2— Corner      Boylston     and      Clarendon 

streets. 
"        3— Wardroom,  Church  street. 
"        4 — Fayette  street,  corner  Church  street. 
"        5— Schoolhouse,  Appleton  street. 
Ward  Tivelve. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  East  street. 
"         2— Wardroom,  Hudson  street. 
"         3— Primary  Schoolhouse,  Tyler  street. 
"         4 — Brimmer  Schoolhouse,  Common  street. 
Ward    Thirteen. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Silver  street  (amended 
to   Engine   House   15,     corner   of 
Broadway  and  Dorchester  avenue). 
"         2— Hose  house,  B  street. 
"        3— Mather  Schoolhouse,  Broadway. 
"         4— Corner  C  and  Third  streets. 
"         5— Wardroom,  339  Broadway. 
Ward  Fourteen. 
Precinct  1— Hawes  Schoolhouse,  Broadway. 

"         2— Corner     Dorchester     and     National 

streets. 
"        3— Police  Station,  Fourth,  near  K  street- 
"         4— Schoolhouse,  Fourth  street,  corner  O 

street. 
"         5— Hose  House,  Fourth   street,  corner  O 
street. 

Ward  Fifteen. 
Precinct  1— F  street,  near  Seventh  street,  scho  ol 
house. 
"         2— Wardroom,  Dorchester  street. 
"        3— Hose  house,  Dorchester  street. 
"        4— Ticknor     Schoolhouse,     Washington 
Village. 

Ward  Sixteen. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Shawmut  avenue. 
"         2 — 1031  Washington  street. 
"         3— Schoolhouse,  Genesee  street. 
"         4— Wardroom,  Washington  street. 
Ward  Seventeen. 
Precinct  1— Corner   Warren   avenue    and     Dart- 
mouth street. 
"        2— Wardroom,  Waltham  street. 
"        3— Police  Station,  East  Dedham  street. 
"        4—30  Union-park  street. 
Ward  Eighteen. 
Precinct  1—104  Worcester  street. 

"         2— Wardroom,  Concord  street. 
"        3— Dwight  schoolhouse, Springfi'ld  street. 
"         4 — 4  East  Springfield  street. 
Ward  Nineteen. 
Precinct  1— Hose  house,  Cabot  street. 
"         2—976  Tremont  street. 
"        3— Primary  schoolhouse,  Vernon  street. 
"         4— Wardroom,  Cabot  street. 
Ward  Twenty. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Yeoman  street. 
"        2 — Schoolhouse,  George  street. 
"        3— Schoolhouse,  Eustis  street. 
"         4— Wardroom,  Police  Station  9. 
"         5— Schoolhouse,  Howard  avenue. 
Ward  Twenty-one. 
Precinct  1— Municipal     Court     House,     Roxbury 
street. 
"        2— Corner  Walnut  avenue   and  Warren 

street. 
"        3— Schoolhouse,  Winthiop  street. 
"         4— Schoolhouse,  Munroe  street. 
"         5— Schoolhouse,  Thornton  street. 
Ward  Twenty-two. 
Precinct  1 — Corner  Parker  and  Buggies  streets. 
"        2— Wardroom,  Smith  street. 
"        3— Primary  schoolhouse,  Heath  street. 
Ward  Twenty-three. 
Precinct  1— Schoolhouse,  Curtis  street. 
"         2— Curtis  Hall,  South  street. 
"         3 — Westerly  Hall,  Centre  street. 
«         4— Washington     street,    corner    Green 

street. 
"         5— Schoolhouse,  Poplar   street,    Roslin- 
dale. 
Ward  Twenty-four. 
Precinct  1— Athenseum  Building,  Cottage  street. 
"         2— Park  Hall,  Harrison  Square. 
"         3— Unitarian  church,  Walnut  street. 
"         4— American  Hail,  Sanford  street. 


Precinct  5— Old  Town  Hall,  Washington  street. 
"         6— Gleason's       Building,      Washington 
street.  ' 

Ward  Twenty-five. 
Precinct  1 — Wardroom,  Old  Town  Hall. 
"         2— Schoolhouse,  Webster  place. 
"         3 — Bennett  Schoolhouse,  Winship  place. 

A,lderman  Flynn— I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  "schoolhouse  in  Silver  street,"  in  Precinct  1, 
Ward  13,  and  inserting  engine  house  No.  15,  at 
the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Dorchester  avenue. 
The  citizens  of  that  precinct  have  been  obliged  to 
go  into  a  narrow  twenty-foot  street,  from  there 
into  a  school  yard  in  which  the  school  is  located, 
and  from  there  through  a  long  passageway  into  a 
small  room  ten  by  sixteen  feet.  The  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Buildings  has  been  unable  to  pro- 
cure a  store  room  or  building  or  hall  of  any  kind 
suitable  for  the  polling  place.  He  has  looked  at 
this  engine  house,  and  is  satisfied  with  it, 
and  thinks  it  is  a  proper  place.  The  Fire 
Commissioners  are  the  only  parties  who 
have  objected  to  putting  it  there,  but  in  conver- 
sation with  them  today  they  do  not  object,  if  the 
horses  can  be  brought  outside  the  railing.  They 
only  object  to  it  in  case  of  a  fire,  as  they  want  to 
keep  the  water  warm  in  the  engine  boilers.  There 
is  a  stable  where  horses  can  stand  that  day,  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  saya  the 
department  will  be  willing  to  pay  the  extra  ex- 
pense for  that  day. 

Alderman  Flynn's  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Joseph  Coburn  and  others,  con- 
stables, being  presented  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  leave 
be  granted  to  Henry  N.  Sawyer  and  others  to  use 
Faneuil  Hall  for  a  political  meeting  on  Oct.  14th 
instead  of  Oct.  7th,  as  heretofore  granted. 
Passed. 

CURVE  STREET  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  the  road- 
way and  the  sidewalk  on  the  southerly  side  of 
Curve  street,  between  Hudson  and  Tyler  streets, 
be  closed  to  public  travel  until  the  completion  of 
the  bridge  over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  on 
the  Broadway  extension.    Passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  H.  M. 
Wild  et  al.,  for  flagging  crossing  across  Cam- 
bridge street,  from  Harvard  avenue  to  Frank- 
lin street,  Brighton;  Emerson  Wheeler  et  al., 
for  crosswalks  at  corner  Cambridge  and  North 
Harvard  streets,  Ward  25;  G.  B.  Livermore  et  al., 
for  crosswalks  on  Winship  street  at  Washington 
street,  Ward  25;  Charles  H.  Moore,  for  leave  to 
place  a  lamp  and  post  in  front  of  736-738  Washing- 
ton street,  with  the  words  "New  Marlboro'  Hoter' 
thereon;  Barnes  &  Dunklee,  for  leave  to  erect  and 
maintain  three  additional  lamp  posts  and  lan- 
terns in  front  of  the  Hotel  Brunswick  on  Boylston 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  move  wooden  buildings,  by  W.  R.  Cava- 
nagh  (two  buildings)  and  John  Soley  (three  build- 
ings).   Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  from  of 
estate  of  J.  A.  Hathaway  on  Rockland  street, 
Brighton  District.    Order  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  to  grade  and  gravel  Weston 
street,  from  Cabot  street  to  Warwick  street,  and 
to  build  retaining  walls,  estimated  cost  $1800;  to 
lay  a  plank  walk  on  the  southerly  side  of  Brighton 
avenue,  from.Harvard  street  to  St.  Paul  street, 
estimated  cost,    $900.    Orders  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viies  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  by  Leander  E.  H.  Jones, 
Pleasant  street,  Ward  24;  William  Donaldson, 
Woodbine  street,  Ward  21;  Ira  R.  Worcester,  13 
Ottawa  street,  Ward  22.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Timothy  Warren  to  occupy  stable  on  Whiting 
street,  Ward  22.    Accepted. 
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LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  trom  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  application  granted— One  bootblack, 
eight  newsboys.    Severally  accepted. 

BACK  BAY  IMPROVEMENT. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  City  Council  passed 
Aug.  26,  1880,  an  exchange  with  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  and  others  was  authorized  to  be 
made,  by  which  certain  rights  in  about  15,250 
square  feet  of  land,  between  Parker  street  and 
the  Back  Bay  Park,  so  called,  are  to  be  granted 
by  said  company  and  others  to  said  city,  for  the 
purpose  of  sewerage,  to  divert  the  waters  of  Stony 
Brook;  and 

Whereas,  Said  land  forms  a  part  of  a  large 
tract,  which  is  subject  to  the  taxes  assessed  for 
the  year  1880,  and  to  an  assessment  for  better- 
ment on  account  of  said  park;  and 


Whereas,  It  is  desirable  to  make  such  exchange 
and  to  begin  the  work  thereby  contemplated  as 
soon  as  may  be,  and  before  said  tax  assessment 
will  be  paid;  it  is  therefore 

Ordered— That  the  City  Solicitor  or  the  City 
Conveyancer  be  and  each  of  them  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  accept  and  approve  the  papers  neces- 
sary for  such  exchange,  without  the  payment  of 
said  tax  and  betterment  assessment,  but  without 
waiving  any  lien  or  claim  said  city  has  to  enforce 
said  tax  and  assessment  for  betterment. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

PROBATION  OFFICER. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  until 
otherwise  ordered,  the  Probation  Officer  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk  be  allowed  the  use  of  a  horse 
and  vehicle;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  County  of  Suffolk.    Passed. " 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Walbridge, 
and  stood  adjourned  to  tomorrow  at  7%  P.  M„  to 
meet  in  convention  with  the  School  Committee. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    99,    1880. 


Special  meeting,  according  to  previous  order 
of  the  Board,  at  12  M.,  Alderman  O'Brien,  Chair- 
man, presiding. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Catherine 
Murphy,  for  compensation  on  account  of  the 
death  of  her  son,  Thomas  H.  Murphy,  who  was 
killed  in  North  Benuet  street,  July  23,  1880,  by 
being  run  over  by  a  steam  fire  engine. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  John  Whitten,  for 
lamps  at  No.  10  Blossom  street. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Richard  F.  Andrews  and  others, 
constables,  being  presented  duly  certified,  were 
approved  by  the  Board. 

INSPECTORS  OF  ELECTION. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
confirmation  of  the  Mayor's  nominations  for  in- 
spectors of  election  in  the  several  precincts  of  the 
wards  of  this  city. 

Alderman  Caton — In  Ward  18,  Precinct  1,  Mr. 
Winn  is  one  of  the  wardens  of  the  ward,  and  I  see 
he  is  nominated  as  inspector.  I  understood  there 
was  to  be  a  correction  made  by  the  Mayor. 

The  Chairman — The  list  is  just  as  it  was  submit- 
ted to  the  Board  at  the  last  meeting. 

Alderman  Caton — I  now  understand  that  a  cor- 
rection is  to  be  made  by  the  Mayor  afterwards. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed. 

CONSTABLES. 

Alderman  Flynn  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  the  last  meeting  whereby  was  con- 
firmed the  nomination  of  S.  S.  Sherman  as  con- 
stable. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  now  move  that  the  nomina- 
tion be  rejected.  I  find  in  quite  a  number  of  pa- 
pers that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  going  to 
houses  where  poor  people  are  located  and  as- 
saulting them.  On  Aug.  28  he  was  taken  before 
the  Highland  Court  and  fined  815  and  costs  for 
an  assault  on  Frederick  B.  Smith.  There  are 
other  cases,  I  understand,  against  him  for  as- 
saulting parties,  and  it  seems  to  me  he  is  not  a 
Ijroper  person  for  this  Board  of  Aldermen  to  con- 
firm. 

The  nomination  of  S.  S.  Sherman  was  rejected. 

POLLING  PLACE    IN    WARD    THIRTEEN,    PRECINCT 
ONE. 

Alderman  Slade— I  filed  a  notice  of  motion  to 
reconsider  the  selection  of  Engine  House  No.  15 
as  a  polling  place  for  Precinct  1  of  Ward  13.  I 
now  move  that  that  vote  be  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  hope  the  Alderman  will 
give  us  some  reasons. 

Alderman  Slade — I  will  state  that  I  was  asked 
yesterday,  when  I  was  at  the  City  Hall,  to  have  an 
interview  with  the  Fire  Commissioners  iu  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  I  did  so.  They  protest 
against  our  taking  this  engine  house.  The  Alder- 
man stated,  the  other  day,  and  I  understood  that 
he  had  had  an  interview  with  the  Fire  Commis- 
sion, and  they  did  not  object  to  it,  and  I  so 
understood  it  "from  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Superintend  - 
ent  of  Public  Buildings.  He  had  not  seen  the 
Fire  Commissioners,  but  so  understood  it.  There- 
fore the  matter  went  through  the  other  day  with- 
out any  words.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it 
at  the  time.  But,  as  I  said,  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers protest  against  the  using  of  that  engine  room. 
They  say  they  cannot  make  it  convenient  at  all, 
without  taking  the  engine  and  horses  out,  and 
there  is  no  place  to  put  them,  and  in  case  they  do 
so  that  day,  and  there  is  an  alarm  of  fire  sounded, 
it  would  make  a  difference  of  some  four  or  five 
minutes  in  getting  that  engine  to  a  fire.  They  do 
not  want  to  take  the  responsibility,  and  if  we  as- 
sume it  they  want  to  throw  it  upon  our  shoulders. 
So  far  as  the  schoolhouse  is  concerned,  the  voting 
place  has  been  there  for  several  years;  it  has  a 
yard  on  both  sides,  and  an  entrance  on  both  sides, 
and  the  room  has  an  entrance  on  the  other  side, 
and|it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  good  place,  barring  the 
narrow  street;  but  it  is  just  as  it  has  been  for  a 
great  many  years,  and  it  has  been  occupied  for  a 


school.  I  went  over  there  yesterday  and  looked 
at  the  room.  There  is  no  mistake  but  this  school- 
house  is  a  proper  place,  with  the  exception,  as  I 
said  before,  of  being  on  a  narrow  street.  My  ob- 
ject in  making  this  reconsideration,  as  I  have 
said,  is  to  substitute  this  Silver-street  school- 
house,  as  first  reported,  for  the  engine  house,  as 
we  amended  the  order. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  think  the  people  over  in 
that  precinct  know  about  what  they  want  better 
than  the  Fire  Commissioners,  or  even  the  Alder- 
man who  went  over  to  visit  it.  He  probably 
has  n't  been  there  any  day  when  voting  has  been 
taking  place.  I  have  been  there  at  every  election 
ever  since  the  precinct  has  been  laid  out,  and 
since  that  has  been  the  polling  place.  At  the 
last  election,  and  at  all  oTher  elections,  the  crowd 
was  so  great — it  is  probably  one  of  the 
largast  precincts  there  is  in  the  city — at  times 
that  the  laboring  men  who  have  come  "to  vote  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  o'clock  had  to  wait  a  long 
time  outside  before  they  coald  get  in.  It  is  a  nar- 
row door,  about  two  feet  wide  by  six,  into  the 
schoolroom.  The  main  entrance  may  be  more, 
but  it  is  an  ordinary  doorway.  The  people  have 
objected  to  it  ever  since  it  has  been  located  in 
that  hall,  as  a  proper  place  for  them  to  go  to.  This 
engine  house  is  in  the  centre  of  the  district. 
The  engine  and  horses  can  be  run  across  the 
street.  I  understand  that  the  engint  has  not  been 
called  to  a  fire  on  an  average  more  than  ten  times 
a  month,  though  I  believe  this  month  they  have 
been  called  fifteen  times.  The  engineer  informs 
me  that  it  will  make  only  a  difference  of  about 
one  minute  in  getting  to  a  fire.  It  is  not  a  perma- 
nent company — it  is  only  a  call  company.  1  tried 
to  get  a  permanent  one  located  there,  but  the 
Fire  Commissioners  did  not  iM<,k  it  necessaiy. 
The  men  attached  to  the  engine  are  located  at 
the  sugar  refinery  and  other  places  quite  a 
distance  from  the  engine  house.  By  the  time 
the  men  could  get  there  the  engineer  would  have 
a  chance  to  get  up  steam.  This  is  for  the  accom- 
modation of  six  or  seven  hundred  people  in  this 
locality.  The  room  is  10x10  feet,  and  I  think  I  can 
be  borne  out  in  that  statement  by  the  fact  that 
all  the  furniture  is  piled  up  on  one  side  of  the 
room.  The  peoole  are  tired  of  tha"t  polling  place, 
and  want  a  better  one. 

Alderman  Slade— The  statement  I  have  given  is 
the  exact  words  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  as  to 
the  difference  of  time  it  would  take  to  get  to  a 
fire  if  there  should  be  one  in  that  vicinity  that 
day.  While  standing  in  the  house,  this  engine  is 
attached  to  a  hot-water  arrangement  that  keeps 
it  in  readiness  at  all  times,  as  they  describe  it  to 
me,  though  I  do  not  know  much  about  it 
personally.  This  schoolroom  is  twenty  by  twenty- 
six  feet.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  furniture 
should  not  be  all  taken  out.  There  is  an  en- 
trance on  both  sides.  If  they  have  not  had  the 
advantage  of  it  heretofore,  they  should  have  it, 
and  will  have  it  >f  it  is-used.  I  want  to  say  fur- 
ther that  two  years  ago  I  visited  £fl  most  every 
voting  precinct  in  the  city  with  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings,  as  that 
was  the  first  year  we  had  to  provide 
these  places,  and  I  will  say  further  that 
there  is  not  one-fourth,  or  at  least  one-half,  of 
the  precincts  in  Boston  that  have  so  good  a  poll- 
ing place  as  this  schoolhouse.  We  have  to  take 
such  a  place  as  we  can  get.  We  cannot  take  a 
store  in  which  liquor  has  been  sold  for  six 
months  before  at  least.  We  can  take  only  a  por- 
tion of  the  building.  Whatever  place  we  take 
we  have  to  hold  it  until  after  the  city  election. 
It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  procure  these  pre- 
cinct voting  places.  But  in  this  matter  Mr.  Tucker 
thought  he  had  really  got  a  good  place.  I 
do  not  know  but  the  Board  of  Aldermen  want  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  removing  this  engine 
from  the  house  on  that  day,  but  I  do  not  want  to 
do  it. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  would  inquire  if  the  com- 
plaint comes  from  the  voters  in  that  precinct 
that  the  schoolhouse  is  not  a  suitable  place? 

Alderman  Flynn— It  is  almost  the  unanimous 
opiuion  of  every  voter  in  that  precinct  that  it 
not  a  proper  place  for  them  to  go  into.  As  I 
have  said  before,  it  is  in  a  yardway  from 
a  twenty-toot  street,  and  from  that  you  have 
got  to  go  into  the  vestibule  of  a  small  school- 
house  built  twenty  years  ago,  and  then  into  a 
small  room.  It  seems  to  me  if  any  complaint 
should  come  from  the  Fire  Department  it  should 
be  from  the  committee  on  that  department.  They 
have  charge  of  that  department,  and  the  commit- 
tee should  have  complained  to  them  and  not  to 
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the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, it  is  a  larger  precinct,  and  I  think  more  peo- 
ple vote  there  than  in  any  other.  I  do  not  know 
any  other  that  will  compare  with  it. 

Alderman  Caton— Cannot  any  place  be  found 
for  a  polling  place  other  than  the  engine  house? 

Alderman  Flynn  —  The  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
and  myself,  have  gone  over  the  whole  district, 
and  we  cannot  find"  any  other  suitable  place.  We 
could  build  another  building  on  vacant  laud 
there,  or  we  can  take  this  engine  house. 
There  certainly  cannot  be  any  risk  to  the  citizens 
over  there  by  taking  that  engine  out  of  the  house 
for  that  day,  as  it  has  been  called  out  on  an  aver- 
age only  ten  times  a  month.  One  of  the  largest 
real-estate  owners  on  that  territory,  living  in  that 
precinct,  said  he  had  as  much  at  stake  as  any  one 
and  was  desirous  of  having  the  people  accommo- 
dated by  establishing  the  voting  place  in  that  en- 
gine house. 

Alderman  Walbridge — I  have  not  visited  this 
place,  but  I  have  been  waited  upon  by  a  huge 
number  of  citizens  of  that  district.  They  are  not 
satisfied  with  the  present  polling  place  and  want 
another.  I  do  not  see  why  this  engine  house  can- 
not be  used,  though  I  do  not  want  to  take  such  a 
responsibility  upon  myself. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  am  willing  to  take  the 
word  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  located  in  that 
section  of  the  city  that  the  schoolhouse  is  nott, 
proper  place,  and  in  addition  to  that  I  cannot  see 
any  serious  objection  to  taking  the  engine  house. 
In  "my  opinion,  it  cannot  make  more  than  three 
minutes'  difference  in  case  of  an  alarm  of  fire  for 
this  engine  to  get  up  steam  and  be  prepared  for 
service.  While  I  would  not  advocate  or  do  any- 
thing to  cripple  the  service  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, still  I  believe  that  the  public  should  be  ac- 
commodated. I  know  how  it  is  in  my 
own  locality,  that  we  do  not  have  the 
accommodation  we  require.  As  public  ser 
vants,  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  give  the  citi- 
zens the  best  possible  polling  places  we  can.  I 
am   surely   in  favor  of  granting  the  use  of  this 


engine  house.  I  cannot  see  any  reasons  why  it 
should  not  be  granted.  If  there  were  any  reasons 
I  should  not  advocate  granting  it.  The  only  rea- 
son that  can  be  advanced  is  that  it  would  be 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, in  case  of  an  alarm  of  fire,  by  the 
engine  not  getting  out  and  being  on  hand.  It  is 
well  known  to  those  who  have  had  experience  in 
those  matters' that  a  steam  fire  engine  can  be  got 
ready  for  work  for  a  fire  while  running  through 
the  streets  better  than  if  it  is  done  in  the  engine 
house.  I  think  the  Alderman  opposite  stated  that 
it  would  be  a  minute  to  a  minute  and  a  half  dif- 
ference in  getting  to  the  fire.  I  think  it  will  not 
be  more  than  two  or  three  minutes.  This  being  a 
call  company,  no  matter  how  near  the  fire  might 
be  to  the  house,  the  men  would  have  to  get 
the'  e  before  the  engine  could  get  to  the 
fire  and  they  could  get  up  steam  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. I  cannot  see  how  the  interests  of 
the  Fire  Department  will  be  injured  by  granting 
the  use  of  the  building. 

Alderman  Flynn — This  is  not  establishing  a 
new  precedent.  In  one  precinct  we  are  obliged  to 
use  a  hose  house,  and  the  hose  carriage  is  moved 
out  and  put  into  a  stable  close  by.  Certainly 
there  will  be  no  danger  by  this  accommodation  of 
four  or  rive  hundred  people. 

Alderman  Slade — I  want  to  state  that  this  is  no 
personal  matter  at  all.  I  come  here  with  the 
protest  or  the  Fire  Commissioners  that  they  wash 
their  hands  of  any  responsibility,  if  we  take  that 
room.  I  have  stated  how  the  other  room  is  situ- 
ated, and  it  is  twenty  by  twenty-six  feet. 

The  reconsideration  was  declared  lost.  Alder- 
man Slade  doubted  the  vote,  the  Board  divided— 
3  for,  0  against. 

BILL   ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  be  authorized  to  allow  and 
pay  the  bill  of  Joseph  R.  Grose,  amounting  to 
$20,  for  materials  furnished  the  Fire  Department. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    30,    1880. 


Regular  meeune:  (held  in  the  chamber  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen)  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey 
N.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  he  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  exclude  all 
persons  from  inside  of  the  rail,  except  members 
ol  the  Common  Council  and  officers  of  the  same, 
and  the  reforters,  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Common  Councii  in  this  chamber.    Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  rule  requiring 
members  to  vote  in  their  seats,  and  requiring 
standing  votes  to  be  announced  by  divisions,  was 
suspended  at  the  discretion  of  the  President. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN". 

References  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  viz.: 

1.  Of  a  request  of  the  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions, for  an  appropriation  of  §3000  for  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse. 

2.  Of  the  order  for  publishing  2500  copies  of  a 
Memorial  of  the  Celebration  of  the  250th  Anni- 
sary. 

Concurred. 

Preamble  and  order  for  the  acceptance  and  ap- 
proval on  the  conditions  in  said  order,  of  the 
papers  for  an  exchange  with  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  and  others,  by  which  certain 
rights  in  certain  lands  between  Parker  street  and 
the  Back  Bay  park  are  granted  to  the  city. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  the  bill  of  Joseph  R. 
Grose  for  $20  for  materials  furnished  the  Fire  De- 
partment.   Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

RECORD  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 

Dorchester  Town  Records. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  City  Doc. 
No.  9,  being  the  fourth  report  of  the  Record  Com- 
missioners, with  transcript  of  the  Dorchester 
town  records.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  Commissioners  say — 

The  commissioners  being  relieved  from  the 
responsibility  of  using  any  discretion  in  the  mat- 
ter, have  attempted  only  to  print  the  requisite 
number  of  pages  of  the  Dorchester  Records  as 
they  stood  in  the  original.  The  copying  was  en- 
trusted to  Miss  Susan  B.  Kidder,  whose  skill  in 
such  matters  is  well  known;  and  Mr.  William  B. 
Trask  very  kindly  volunteered  to  compare  her 
copy  with  the  original.  It  is  believed,  therefore, 
that  an  accurate  transcript  has  been  obtained. 

In  printing,  the  forms  of  the  letters  have  been 
preserved,  not  their  true  meaning.  Thus  u  is 
used  for  v,  because  the  written  v  was  of  the  shape 
of  the  printed  u;  but,  of  course,  our  ancestors 
did  not  transpose  the  sounds  of  the  letters.  The 
initial  F  has  been  employed,  although  the  writ- 
ten form  was  more  nearly  ff;  but  the  use  of  this 
form  would  have  made  the  page  more  uncouth 
than  it  is.  It  was  intended  also  to  follow  the 
abbreviations  where  possible,  without  having 
special  types  cut,  but  the  forms  ye,  yt,  etc.,  have 
been  printed  the,  that,  etc. 

It  is  a  mistaken  idea  to  suppose  that  those 
words  had  they  sound;  they  were  pronounced 
with  the  th,  as  at  present. 

Of  the  value  of  these  records  much  may  be  said. 
The  successive  clerks  of  the  town  unfortunately 
kept  all  their  records  in  one  book,  and  a  continu- 
ous transcript  obliges  us  to  print  many  matters  of 
little  value  then,  and  of  even  less  now.  Still,  as  so 
little  is  known  of  the  rise  of  our  town  system,  it 
■would  be,  perhaps,  difficult  to  say  of  any  part  of 
this  book  that  it  does  not  have  some  value  to  some 
student.  Thus,  on  p.  289  of  our  pagination  will 
be  found  a  document  often  referred  to  as  •'The 
Directory,"  which  is  a  curious  statement  of  the 
powers  of  the  selectmen,  and  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  town  government. 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  obtain  a  good 
index;  but  a  thorough  index  of  subjects,  as  well 
as  names,  would  have  been  an  additional  expense, 
which  the  commissioners  did  not  feel  warranted 
in  incurring. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  the  City  Council  this  year  has 
appropriated  the  sum  of  $5000  for  the  publication 
ct  historical  documents. 


The  following  four  volumes  have  been  decided 
upon,  and  progress  has  been  made  on  all  of  them, 
so  that  they  may  be  completed  during  the  pres- 
ent financial  year:  Fifth  Report,  the  "Gleaner" 
articles  on  Boston  land  titles,  by  the  late  N.  I. 
Bowditch.  Sixth  Report,  Roxbnry  Land  Records. 
Seventh  Report,  Continuation  of  the  Boston 
Town  Records.  Eighth  Report,  Boston  Births, 
Baptisms,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  chronologically 
arranged. 

The  Commissioners  hope  to  issue  their  fifth  and 
sixth  reports  before  Dec.  31,  1880. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

William  H.    Whitmore. 
William  S.  Appleton. 

Record  Commissioners. 

CITY  REGISTRAR'S  REPORT. 

The    annual   report  of  the  City  Registrar  (City 
Doc.  No.  110)  was  received  and  sent  clown. 
Births  in  1879. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the 
year  was  10,200,  showing  an  increase  of  only  15 
over  the  number  recorded  in  1878.  The  sexes 
were  5251  males  and  4949  females. 

There  were  1517  births  less  in  1879  than  there 
were  registered  in  1874,  being  a  decrease  of  over 
12  per  cent.  As  the  system  of  collecting  births  in 
Boston  is  that  of  house  to  house  visitation,  the 
only  method  that  is  of  any  value  in  large  cities, 
the  decrease  is  not  owing  to  any  failure  in  regis- 
tering; the  decrease  is  real,  and  the  cause  of  it 
deserves  more  consideration  than  it  is  likely  to 
receive. 

The  population  of  the  city,  according  to  the 
United  States  census,  just  completed,  is  363,565. 
This  shows  that  there  was  one  birth  in  each  35.64. 
If  the  number  of  still-births  be  included,  the  ratio 
will  be  1  in  34.11.  The  change  that  has  occurred 
in  the  birth  rate  of  Boston  during  the  last  thirty 
years  is  seen  in  the  fact,  that  in  1850  there  was  one 
birth  in  each  25.84  of  the  population  of  that  year. 
If  the  statistics  of  the  still-births  during  the  same 
period  were  accessible,  and  taken  into  the  ac- 
count, the  ratio  would  be  increased  proportion- 
ately. 

The  births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  2765.  In 
Ward  10  there  were  28  more  deaths  than  births. 
In  East  Boston  there  was  a  decrease  of  52  births 
from  the  number  registered  in  1878,  and  142  com- 
pared with  1877.  There  was  also  a  decrease  in 
Charlestown  of  36,  and  in  South  Boston  of  3.  In 
Dorchester,  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  (Wards 
24,  23  and  25),  however,  there  was  an  increase  of 
14,  55,  58  and  3,  respectively. 

The  daily  average  of  births  during  the  year  was 
27.94.  The  daily  average  in  January  was  27;  in 
February,  28;  in  March,  28.51;  in  April,  26.30;  in 
May,  23.58;  in  June,  25.60;  in  July,  29.64:  in  Sep- 
tember, 27.10;  in  October,  28.35;  in  November, 
30.33;  in  December,  28.68.  The  number  of  native- 
born  fathers  (including  half  of  those  recorded  as 
"unknown,"  311)  was  4084,  making  40  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  number.  The  number  of  instances 
in  which  both  parents  were  native-born,  includ- 
ing, as  before,  half  of  the  "unknown,"  was  3062, 
making  30  per  cent,  of  the  entire  number.  When 
it  is  remembered  that  a  large  number  of  those 
who  are  classed  as  native-born  are  the  children 
of  those  who  were  of  foreign  birth,  it  will  appear 
evident  that  the  unadulterated  native  element  is 
of  the  most  attenuated  character.  In  short,  over 
60  per  cent,  of  the  children  born  in  Boston  each 
year  are  of  foreign  parentage,  which  fact,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  migratory  tendencies  of 
the  genus  Yankee,  will  doubtless,  in  a  few  years, 
make  it  not  very  difficult  to  determine  what  race, 
native  or  foreign,  dominates  here. 

The  children  of  English,  Scotch  and  British 
American  parentage  make  13.37  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  number.  Those  of  German,  Austrian  and 
Dutch  origin  make  5  per  cent.;  those  of 
French,  Swiss,  Spanish,  Italian   and  Portuguese, 

2  per  cent.;  and  those  of  Russian,  Polish, 
Swedish,  Danish  and  Norwegian,  1.72  per  cent. 

The  number  of  colored  children  born  was  175— 
an  increase  of  14  over  the  number  born  in  1878. 
The  sexes  were  100  males,  75  females.    There  were 

3  instances  of  twin  births.  The  colored  popula- 
tion of  1870  was  3745;  estimating  it  at  4000  the 
present  time,  the  ratio  of  colored  births  will  be  1 
in  22.86  of  the  colored  population.  The  ratio  of 
white  births  to  the  white  population  was  1  in 
35.86.  It  is  stated  elsewhere  that  the  number  of 
colored  decedents  in  1879  was  196,  exceeding  the 
number  of  births  by  21.  There  have  been  but 
few  times  within  recent  years  when  a  similar 
result  has  not  been  witnessed;    and,  were  it  not 
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for  the  additions  from  without,  the  race  would 
eventually  disappear  from  this  locality.  By  the 
census  of  1850,  Boston  contained  1999  colored  per- 
sons, and  the  other  towns,  since  incorporated 
with  the  city,  324,  making  the  total  number  to  be 
2323.  By  the  census  of  1860  the  number  was  2561, 
showing  an  increase  of  only  238  during  the  ten 
years.  At  the  end  of  the  succeeding  ten  years 
the  number  had  risen  to  3745, — an  increase  of  1184. 
This  period  embraced  the  years  of  the  civil  war, 
and  it  was  undoubtedly  owing  to  that  event  that 
this  large  addition  to  the  colored  population 
occurred.  Although  these  facts  present  but  a 
limited  field  for  conclusive  deductions,  there  is 
enough,  nevertheless,  to  justify  the  averment, 
that  the  colored  race  finds  its  congenial  home  in 
southern  latitudes,  and  that  the  struggle  to  make 
it  take  root  in  n;rthun  regions  will  provs;  as  it 
has  always  proved,  a  difficult  one. 

Marriages  in  1879. 

The  number  of  marriages  registered  during  the 
year  was  3461— an  increase  of  429  compared  with 
the  preceding  year— making  a  daily  average  of 
9.48  marriages,  or  showing  that  in  each  52.52  of 
the  population  there  was  one  person  married. 

The  number  of  intentions  of  marriages  record- 
ed was  3656 — an  increase  of  213  over  the  number 
of  the  preceding  year,  and  195  more  than  the  mar- 
riages recorded.  When  it  is  remembered  that 
some  of  these  licenses  are  used  in  other  towns 
and  States,  and  others  may  not  have  been  used  at 
all,  the  result  of  the  "sober  second  thoughts"  of 
their  holders,  and  that  a  very  few  dilatory  cler- 
gymen will  from  time  to  time  return  tome  more, 
it  will  be  evident  that  this  part  of  the  registra- 
tion work  is  very  satisfactorily  performed. 

The  number  of  marriages  of  which  the  grooms 
only  were  native-born  was  2173,  making  62. 79  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number.  The  number  of  un- 
mixed marriages,  that  is,  those  of  which  both 
parties  were  American-born,  was  1780,  making 
51.43  per  cent,  of  all  the  marriages.  In  the  pre- 
ceding year  the  marriages  of  which  the  grooms 
only  we're  native-born  made  58.41  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  number  of  that  year,  while  the  unmixed 
marriages  made  46.93  per  cent. 

The  number  of  marriages  of  which  the  brides 
only  were  native-born  was  the  same  as  that  of 
the  grooms,— 2173,  or  62.79  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number.  In  considering  the  general  characteris- 
tics of  the  parties  here  alluded  to,  it  should  not 
be  forgotten  that  many  of  them  had  foreiga-born 
parents,  and  therefore  were  not  sufficiently  dis- 
tant from  their  origin  to  make  them  distinctively 
American. 

The  Irish-born  grooms  (637  in  number,  just  one 
more  than  were  registered  in  the  preceding  year) 
made  18.40  per  cent,  of  all  the  grooms,  and  49.45 
per  cent,  of  all  who  were  foreign-born.  The  whole 
number  of  brides  who  were  born  in  Ireland  was 
631,  making  18.23  per  cent,  of  all  the  brides,  and 
48.99  per  cent,  of  those  who  were  foreign-born. 

England,  Scotland  and  British  America  fur- 
nished 390  grooms  and  494  brides,  making,  in  the 
first  instance,  30.28  per  cent,  of  the  foreign 
grooms,  and,  in  the  last,  26.07  per  cent,  of  the  for- 
eign brides. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  grooms,  73  were  under 
21  years  of  age,  and  63  of  the  brides  were  under 
18.  Fifteen  of  the  former  married  minor  brides. 
Two  grooms  under  21  years  married  brides  be- 
tween 25  and  30;  while  another  married  one  who 
had  passed  her  30th  year.  Two  grooms  of  50  mar- 
ried brides  of  23  and  26  years  respectively.  Two 
others,  of  52  years,  married  brides  of  18  and  23 
years.  Three  grooms,  aged  60,  chose  brides  who 
were  20,  23  and  80  years,  respectively.  Of  2  oth- 
ers, aged  74  and  79,  one  married  a  bride  35  years 
old,  and  the  other  one  of  49  years.  There  was  one 
couple  married  whose  ages  were  69  years. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  minor  grooms,  8  were 
18  years  of  age,  18  were  19  years,  and  47  were  20 
years  of  age.  Of  the  63  minor  brides,  one  was  15 
years  of  age,  11  were  16  years  old,  and  51  were  17 
years  of  age. 

In  431  instances  (12.45  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number)  the  brides  were  older  than  the  grooms 
they  married. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  grooms  2883  were  mar- 
ried for  the  first  time,  and  3122  of  the  brides 
were  spinsters.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  171 
bachelors  married  widows,  and  three  married 
brides  who  had  been  widowed  twice,  and  one 
chose  as  his  wife  a  lady  who  had  lost  three  hus- 
bands. Of  the  534  widowers,  390  consoled  them- 
selves with  spinsters;   136  observed  the  fitness  of 


things  by  marrying  widows;  seven  others  were 
united  to  those  who  had  been  widowed  twice; 
°nd  one  was  successful  in  capturing  a  bride  who 
had  been  thrice  widowed.  There  were  two 
grooms  who  chose  as  their  second  wives  those 
who  had  been  widowed  once. 

The  number  of  instances  in  which  both  grooms 
and  brides  were  colored  was  49;  and  in  32 
cases  the  grooms  were  colored  and  the  brides 
white.  In  one  instance  the  gro>m  was  col- 
ored and  the  bride  an  Indian.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  there  was  one  colored  person  married 
in  each  30.53  of  the  colored  population,  estimated 
at  4000.  On  the  other  hand,  among  the  whites, 
there  was  one  person  married  in  each  53  of  the 
white  population. 

Of  the  grooms  2872  were  residents  of  Boston  at 
the  time  of  marriage;  386  resided  in  other  parts 
of  the  State,  while  156  came  from  other  States. 

Deaths  in  1879. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  past  year  was 
7435—3675  males  and  3760  females, — a  decrease  of 
242  deaths,  compared  with  the  number  registered 
in  the  preceding  year,— making  the  death  rate  to 
be  20.45  deaths  iu  each  1000  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion, or  one  death  in  each  48.90. 

The  number  of  decedents  under  20  years  of  age 
was  3476,  or  44.75  per  cent,  of  all  who  died.  Of  all 
who  died  no  less  than  1690  (22.73  per  cent.)  were 
under  one  year,  about  che  same  proportion  that 
died  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  those  under  5 
years,  however,  there  was  a  decrease  from  40.46 
per  cent,  in  1878  to  38.21  per  cent,  in  1879.  The 
number  of  decedents  above  5  and  under  20  years 
was  635,  or  8.54  per  cent,  of  all  who  died.  Nearly 
all  of  those  who  are  recorded  as  being  one  day  old 
really  lived  only  a  few  hours,  and  many  of  them 
but  a  few  seconds.  Of  these  the  males  exceeded 
the  females  by  38.  The  number  of  children  who 
died  under  six  months  was  1146  (making  15.41  per- 
cent, of  all  the  decedents),  of  which  the  males 
exceeded  the  females  by  114.  In  the  following 
period  of  six  months  the  males  exceeded  the 
females  by  44.  In  the  next  period,  from  1  to  5, 
the  males  exceeded  the  females  by  only  9.  In  the 
periods  between  5  and  10,  and  15  and  20,  the  fe- 
males exceeded  the  males  by  15  in  the  first  and  20 
in  the  second. 

Of  all  who  died  under  20  years  of  age,  those  of 
native  birth  (including  half  of  those  recorded  as 
"unknown")  make  36.94  per  cent.,  while  those  of 
Irish  birth  alone  make  37  per  cent. 

Of  the  decedents  above  20  years  of  age  the  fe- 
males exceed  the  males  by  221.  Iu  the  two  decennial 
periods  between  20  and  40  the  females  exceed  the 
males  by  92 — by  84  in  the  first,  and  8  iu  the  second. 
In  the  next  two  periods  the  males  outnumber  the 
females  by  36.  In  each  of  the  remaining  five 
periods  the  females  again  exceed  the  males,  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  165.  In  the  period  between 
80  and  90  the  female  decedents  exceed  the  males 
by  81. 

The  mortality  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August  made  18.00  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths.  The 
deaths  in  the  same  months  iu  the  preceding  year 
made  20.44  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  Of  all 
the  decedents  under  0  years  (2842),  35.04  per  cent, 
of  them  died  in  the  months  of  July,  August  and 
September,  20.52  per  cent  of  the  whole  mortality 
during  those  months. 

Deaths  in  Wards  and  Public  Institutions. 


3 

O 

►tf 

►d 

d 

o 

a 

:  o 

<* 

0 

:  hj 

•  o 

:  w 

1 

•  ? 

1... 

276 

3.70 

4.18 

2  .. 

311 

4.18 

4.19 

3.... 

200 

2.69 

3.28 

4.... 

231 

3.11 

3.04 

5.... 

200 

2  69 

3.22 

6.... 

408 

5.49 

4  40 

7.... 

284 

3.82 

2.99 

8.... 

255 

3.43 

3.62 

9.... 

218 

2.93 

3.44 

10.... 

141 

1.90 

3.13 

11... 

199 

2.68 

4.57 

12.... 

311 

4.18 

4.24 

13.... 

494 

6.64 

6.11 

3 

-d 

ft 

p 

p. 

3 

0 

14.... 

323 

4.34 

15.... 

228 

3.07 

16.... 

293 

3.94 

17.... 

261 

3.51 

18.... 

169 

2.27 

19.... 

371 

4.09 

20.... 

309 

4.16 

21.  .. 

194 

2.61 

22  ... 

207 

2.78 

23.... 

249 

3.35 

24.  .. 

217 

2.92 

25.... 

104 

1.40 

6,452 

86.78 

5.49 
4.23 
4.31 
3.93 
3.74 
5.67 
4.61 
4.06 
3.46 
3.95 
4.36 
1.78 


SEPTEMBER       30 


1880 


4rS9 


Public  Institutions. 


City  Hospital 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital.. 

Carney  Hospital 

Consumptives'  Home 

Homoeopathic  Hospital 

Deer  Island 

Rainsford  Island 

St.  Mary's  Infant  Asylum. 

Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor 

Lunatic  Hospital 

House  of  Correction 

Other  institutions 

Totals 


In  each  of  four  wards  (4,  6,  7  and  13)  the  per- 
centage of  deaths  was  greater  than  the  per- 
centage of  the  population  in  each  of  those  wards. 
If  the  three  Charlestown  wards  (3,  4,  5)  are  taken 
together,  the  deaths  there  make  8.49  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  mortality;  while  the  population  in 
those  wards  make  9.54  per  cent,  of  the  population 
of  the  entire  city.  In  like  manner  Wards  6,  7  and 
8,  which  adjoin  each  other,  and  whose  conditions 
are  alike,  contain  11  per  cent,  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation. The  deaths  in  these  wards,  however, 
make  12.74  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of 
deaths.  Cm  the  other  hand,  in  Wards 
13,  14,  15  (South  Boston),  which  contain 
nearly  16  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population, 
there  occurred  14  per  cent,  of  the  entire  mortal- 
ity. The  deaths  in  the  seven  outlying  wards  of 
the  city,  embracing  Dorchester.  Roxbury,  West 
Roxbury  and  Brighton,  make  22.21  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  mortality,  while  those  places  contain 
over  28  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  entire 
city. 

Colored  Decedents. 

The  i  number  of  colored  decedents  was  196 — 
111  males  and  85  females— an  increase  of  52  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year,  and  21  in  excess 
of  the  number  ol  births  during  the  same  period. 
Estimating  the  colored  population  at  4000,  the 
death  rate  among  them  will  appear  as  49  in  1000, 
or  one  death  in  each  20.41  of  the  whole  number. 
Among  the  whites  the  death  rate  the  past  year 
was  20.13  in  1000,  or  there  was  1  death  in  each  49.67 
of  the  white  population. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  class  of  dis- 
eases was  1841,  making  24.76  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
mortality.  There  was  an  increase  of  105  deaths 
from  these  causes  compared  with  the  preceding 
year. 

The  deaths  from  diarrhoea!  disorders  make  9.56 
per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths,  a  decrease  from  the 
preceding  year,  when  they  made  10.25  per  cent,  of 
the  mortality  of  that  year.  Only  20.25  per  cent, 
of  the  deaths  from  these  causes  occurred  in 
Wards  6,  7,  8,  12  and  16,  where  it  would  be 
supposed  that  mortality  would  be  greatest.  In 
the  three  South  Boston  wards  (13,  14,  15)  only  17.72 
per  cent,  of  the  deaths  occurred,  where  a  much 
larger  number  might  have  been  looked  for.  On 
the  other  hand,  no  less  than  23.91  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  occurred  in  the  four  Roxbury  wards,  the 
bulk  of  the  deaths  taking  place  in  Wards  19,  20 
and  22.  In  Wards  9,  10,  11,  17  and  18,  in  the  city 
proper,  containing  nearly  19  per  cent,  of  the  en- 
tire population  (largely  a  native  one),  the  mortal- 
ity from  those  diseases  made  9.70  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  number. 

Croup  and  Diphtheria — The  number  of  deaths 
from  these  causes  was  550  (a  decrease  of  35),  mak- 
ing 7.40  per  cent,  of  the  whole  mortality,  almost 
the  same  percentage,  however,  of  the  preceding 
year. 

Scarlatina— There  were  143  deaths  from  this 
cause,  being  an  increase  of  73  compared  with  the 
preceding  year.  As  was  the  case  in  1878,  the  dis- 
ease was  more  prevalent  in  Charlestown  than  in 
other  parts  of  the  city,  no  less  than  44  per  cent,  of 
the  mortality  from  this  cause  occurring  there. 
With  the  exception  of  Wards  6,  7  and  8,  in  which 
there  were  7,  8  and  10  deaths,  respectively,  and 
the  three  South  Boston  wards,  in  which  there 
were  only  17  deaths,  the  other  wards  were  but 
lightly  visited.  There  were  only  two  deaths  from 
the  disease  in  East  Boston,  and  one  each  in 
Wards  10,  19,  21  and  25. 

Typhoid  Fever— The  number  of  deaths  from 
this  cause  in  1879  was  117—3  less  than  were  report- 
ed in  the  preceding  year— making  1.57  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  mortality.  There  were  21  deaths 
from  this  disease  in  the  various  hospitals;  14  in 


East  Boston,  4  in  Charlestown,  21  in  South  Bos- 
ton, 2  in  West  Roxbury,  2  in  Brighton,  and  3  in 
Dorchester.  There  were  about  13  cases  in  Wards 
6,  7  and  8,  15  in  Wards  9, 10  and  11,  3  in  Ward  12, 
1  in  Ward  16,  8  in  Wards  17  and  18,  and  10  in  the 
four  Roxbury  wards,  19,  20,  21  and  22. 

Deaths  from  External  Causes. 

Accidents — The  number  of  deaths  from  casual- 
ties of  all  kinds  was  244 — an  increase  of  4,  mak- 
ing 3.28  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  that  died. 
Among  these  cases  is  included  one  death  from 
coup  de  soleil.  The  deaths  on  railroads,  and  those 
from  drowning,  made  29.51  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number.  The  ratio  of  deaths  from  casualties  to 
those  resulting  from  disease  was,  among  the 
males,  1  in  19.84,  and  among  the  females  1  in  63.73. 

Homicides — There  were  five  deaths  of  this 
character.  In  the  preceding  year  there  were 
fourteen. 

Suicides— The  number  of  deaths  by  suicide 
was  thirty-six— an  increase  of  two.  As  usual, 
shooting  appears  to  be  the  favored  method  of 
self-destruction,  eleven  having  selected  that 
means  of  death;  six  employed  hanging;  six  by 
cutting  throat;  three  by  Paris  green,  two  by 
drowning;  two  by  jumping,  from  windows  (sup- 
posed to  be  owing  to  delirium);  two  by  prussic 
acid,  and  one  each  by  opium,  laudanum,  chloral 
hydrate,  and  one  not  specified. 
Population. 

The  tenth  United  States  census,  just  completed, 
states  that  the  population  is  now  363,938.  The 
present  city  comprises  Roxbury,  annexed  to  Bos- 
ton in  1868;  Dorchester,  annexed  in  1870;  and 
Charlestown,  West  Roxbury  and  Biighton,  an- 
nexed in  1874.  In  1850,  these  towns,  including 
Boston,  had  a  population  of  182,786.  In  1860,  the 
census  of  that  year  states  the  population  to  have 
been  247,496.  In  1870,  it  had  increased  to  292,499; 
and  in  1880,  as  before  stated,  it  had  reached  363,- 
938.  During  the  thirty  years  the  increase  was  over 
99  per  cent.,  showing  a  yearly  average 
increase  of  3.30  per  cent.  During  the 
first  ten  years  of  the  whole  period,  the 
population  had  increased  35.40  per  cent., 
being  a  yearly  average  of  3.54  per  cent.  In  the 
following  decennial  term,  which  embraced  the 
period  of  the  civil  war,  the  increase  was  only 
10.10  per  cent.,  showing  a  yearly  average  of  1.01 
per  cent.  In  the  succeeding  ten  years  the  census 
of  1880  shows  an  increase  of  24.43  per  cent.  Al- 
though this  is  an  improvement  on  the  result  of 
the  preceding  term,  it  is  far  below  that  of  the 
first  decennial  period. 

The  increase  of  the  population  of  the  city  (ex- 
clusive of  all  the  towns  annexedsince  1868)  during 
the  thirty  years  beginning  with  1850  was  61.53  per 
cent.,  being  an  annual  average  increase  of  2.22 
per  cent.  During  the  first  decennial  period  the 
increase  was  29.92  per  cent.  In  the  second  one, 
between  1860  and  1870,  the  increase  was  only  14.42 
per  cent.,  while  in  that  between  1870  and  1880  it 
had  diminished  to  12  per  cent. 
Longevity. 

It  has  often  been  affirmed  that  the  assumption 
of  the  marital  relation  multiplies  the  chances  in 
favor  of  the  prolongation  of  lite.  This  view,  al- 
though unaccompanied  by  any  considerable 
amount  of  evidence,  has  been  accepted  by  many 
without  question,  so  that  it  is  now  almost  regard- 
ed as  a  settled  fact.  Without  combating  this  the- 
ory, it  may  be  as  well  to  recollect  that,  while  there 
is  growth  in  all  organic  life,  there  is  also  a  period 
of  culmination  of  the  vital  forces,  when  declen- 
sion begins,  tending  to  one  inevitable  re- 
sult. The  period  of  maturity  may  be  has- 
tened by  foreign  means,  as  plants  are  ripened 
in  hothouses,  or,  it  may  be,  retarded  by  similar 
methods;  the  same  result,  however,  is  reached.  I 
is  not  improbable  that  the  proper  acivity  of 
those  instincts  which  lead  to  the  assumption  of 
the  marital  relation  on  the  one  hand,  or  their 
misuse  or  misdirection  on  the  other,  are  designed 
by  nature  to  insure  the  impairment  of  human 
virility,  ending  in  the  general  decay  of  the  vital 
powers. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  the  following- 
facts  will  prove  interesting: 

The  whole  number  of  decedents  the  past  year 
within  the  marriageable  age,  that  is,  over  20  years 
of  age,  was  3958;  1868  males  and  2090  lemales.  Of 
this  whole  number  3004  were  or  had  been  married 
at  the  time  of  death,  making  77.41  per  cent,  of  all 
who  died  during  the  marriageable  period.  Of  the 
male  decedents  above  20  years  of  age  (1868)  1313 
(70.29  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number)  were  or  bad 
been  married.    Of  the   female    decedents  of  the 
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same  age  (2090)  1751  (83.78  per  cent,  of  the   whole 
number)  had  been  married. 

It  will  be  seen  that  16.15  per  cent,  of  the  males 
were  widowers,  while  39.46  per  cent,  of  the  fe- 
males were  of  the  same  condition. 

A  still  further  examination  will  show,  that  of 
all  the  native  decedents  within  the  marriageable 
age  no  less  than  74.20  per  cent,  had  been  married. 
Of  the  Irish  decedents  83.90  per  cent,  had  sus- 
tained the  same  relation.  Of  the  English,  75.73 
per  cent.;  Scotch,  91.49  per  cent.;  British  Ameri- 
can, 71.18  per  cent.;  German,  81  per  cent.;  of  the 
decedents  of  other  foreign  birth  thoss  that  had 
been  married  make  only  13.47  per  cent.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  same  conditions  exist  in  re- 
gard to  the  decedents  of  the  various  nationali- 
ties, the  Scotch,  Irish  and  German  exhibiting  the 
greatest  proportion  of  deaths  among  the  married 
class. 

Consumption. 

The  statistics  of  deaths  each  year  always  assign 
to  consumption  a  far  larger  number  of  victims 
than  to  any  other  disease.  The  deaths  from  this 
cause  sometimes  make  over  twenty  percent,  of  the 
whole  mortality,  and  rarely  make'  less  than  six- 
teen per  cent.  Some  who  are  supposed  to  be 
familiar  with  the  predisposing  causes  of  con- 
sumption; as  well  as  with  "the  means  necessary 
for  its  abridgement,  affirm  that  the  deaths  are  ex- 
cessive, and  speculate  as  to  the  time  when  the 
advancemen:  of  medical  science  shall  lessen  its 
ravages.  It  is  also  said  that  within  the  last  few 
years  the  proportion  of  deaths  from  consumption 
has  been  less  than  formerly,  inducing  the  hope 
that  the  number  of  victims  will  be  still  farther 
lessened  at  no  distant  day. 

The  lowest  percentage  of  deaths  from  consump- 
tion was  14.35  in  1872;  in  1868,  1873, 1875  and  1876  it 
was  less  than  sixteen  per  cent.;  and  in  1850, 1863, 
18G4,  1869,  1870  and  1879  it  was  less  than  seventeen 
per  cent.  In  the  remaining  years  the  deaths 
ranged  from  17  to  20.42  per  cent. 

Colored  Population. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  facts  connected 
with  vital  statistics  is  that  relating  to  the 
colored  population.  By  the  census  ol  1850 
the  number  of  colored  persons  in  the  several 
towns  now  forming  the  city  of  Boston  was  2323. 
In  1860  the  number  was  2561— an  increase  yearly 
of  one  per  cent.  In  1870  the  number  had  risen  to 
3745— an  annual  increase  of  4.62  per  cent.  As  the 
deaths  in  nearly  each  year  were  in  excess  of  the 
births,  the  increase  was  produced  by  immigra- 
tion. As  this  last  decennial  period  embraced  the 
years  of  the  Rebellion,  the  increase  was  due  solely 
to  the  influx  from  other  States.  The  number  at 
the  present  time  is  estimated  at  4000,  the  tabula- 
tion not  having  yet  been  made  known  by  the 
supervisors  of  the  census.  It  will  be  seen  that  in 
only  two  years  (1876  and  1878)  during  the  whole 
twenty-lour  the  births  exceeded  the  deaths. 
"Were  it  not,  therefore,  by  accession  from  without, 
the  colored  race  would  in  no  very  long  time  dis- 
appear from  the  city. 

Summary. 

The  foregoing  report  shows  that  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  population  in  Che  several  towns 
now  comprising  the  city  of  Boston  during  the 
last  thirty  years  of  over  99  per  cent.,  exhibiting  a 
yearly  average  of  3.30  per  cent.  During  the  first 
ten  years  of  this  period  the  yearly  increase  was 
3.54  per  cent.  In  the  succeeding  period,  com- 
prising the  years  of  the  Rebellion,  the  population 
remained  almost  stationary;  the  increase  being  a 
trifle  over  one  per  cent,  yearly.  The  last  decen- 
nial period  exhibits  a  yearly  increase  of  only  2.43 
per  cent. 

During  the  year  1879  the  city  was  entirely  free 
from  epidemics,  and  the  statistics  of  this  report 
show  a  satisfactory  condition  of  the  public 
health.  The  prevalence  of  zymotic  diseases  was 
not  materially  different  from  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  was  what  might  be  looked  for  in 
a  city  as  populous  as  Boston,  and  as  variable  in 
climate.  Diphtheria  and  croup  caused  the  death 
of  a  less  number  (35)  than  in  the  preceding  year. 
Scarlatina,  however,  had  doubled  its  victims, 
while  those  that  died  from  cholera  infantum 
numbered  eight  less  than  were  registered  in  1878. 
There  was  an  increase  of  twenty-five  deaths  from 
diarrhosa  and  a  decrease  of  103  from  dysentery. 
Of  these  last  two  causes  there  were  seventy-eight 
deaths  less  in  1879  than  in  1878. 

The  mortality  among  children  under  one  year 
of  age  continues  large,  making  22.73  of  all  the 
deaths.  Whether  there  is  ever  to  be  any  lessening 
of  this  "slaughter  of  the  innocents"  is  a  matter 


of  great  doubt.  The  same  aspect  is  presented 
with  unfailing  regularity  year  after  year;  and 
while  there  is  no  dearth  of  advisers,  nor  of  those 
who  profess  to  be  able  to  put  their  fingers  on  the 
plague-spot,  there  does  not  appear  any  one  who 
is  disposed  to  name  the  remedy.  It  may  be  some 
compensation  to  know  that  there  are  cities  and 
towns  that  excel  Boston  in  this  respect;  and  that 
there  are  those  who  will  demonstrate  that  fof  a 
given  number  of  children  born,  an  ascertained 
proportionate  number  will  die  before  they  have 
reached  their  first  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

N.  A.  Apollokio, 

City  Registrar. 
City  Registrar's  Office.  Sept,  3,  1880. 

SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  S3I100I  Com- 
mittee as  follows: 

For  additional  primary  accommodations  in  the 
Lowell  District  and  in  the  Dilloway  School.  Sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction. 

For  repairs  in  the  "Wall-street  schoolhouse. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings.   Severally  sent  up. 

RESIGNATION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  James  J. 
Barry  tendering  his  resignation  as  First  Assist- 
ant Assessor.  Accepted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rog- 
ers of  Ward  22.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  "Ward  21  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  so  as  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
special  assignment  before  the  time  to  which  it 
bad  been  specially  assigned  had  arrived,  but 
withdrew  the  motion  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Coe 
of  Ward  23  to  allow  sundry  reports  to  be  submit- 
ted. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE    FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  o"n  Finance: 

The  Back  Bay  Improvement. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
terred  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  covering  orders  for  the  receiving  of  a  lot 
of  land  on  Huntington  avenue  from  the  Boston 
Water  Power  Company,  reserved  for  the  city  in  a 
certain  indenture  dated  Dec.  31. 1864,  and  authoriz- 
ing the  borrowing  of  $16,875  to  pay  the  same,would 
respectfully  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  create 
a  loan  order  for  the  purpose,  and  therefore  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  second  order  takeu  into 
a  new  draft  transferring  said  amount  from  the 
Reserved  Fuud.to  be  assessed  with  the  order  for 
receiving  the  land. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $16,875,  and  that  said 
amount  be  appropriated  for  the  payment  for  the 
lot  of  land  on  Huntington  avenue,  as  set  forth  in 
the  foregoing  order.  The  deed  of  the  same  to  be 
made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  City  Solicitor  or 
City  Conveyancer. 

The  ordei  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
East  Chester  Park  Extension. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  re- 
questing an  appropriation  of  $20,000  for  the  fill- 
ing and  grading  of  East  Chester  Park,  from  the 
Five  Corners  to  Clapp  street,  would  respectfully 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  the  appro- 
priation and  do  the  work  at  the  present  time;  but 
would  state  that  it  must  be  accomplished  next 
year,  as  the  city  has  agreed  with  a  number  of 
the  abutters  thereon  that  the  filling  and  grading 
of  the  whole  street  from  Albany  street  to  the  Five 
Corners  in  the  Dorchester  District,  shall  be  com- 
pleted on  or  before  Jan.  1,  1882. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

WATER    SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  requested  to 
consider  and  report  to  this  Council  at  their 
earliest  convenience,  the  method  by  which  ,in 
their  judgment,  it  is  most  practicable  to  arrest 
the  waste  of  water  in  this  city.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Water  Supply  be  requested  to  in- 
vestigate and  report  whether  the  Water  Board 
is  now  or  has  been  supplying  any  private  aque- 
duct corporation  with  water,  and,  if  so,  when,  un- 
der what  circumstances,  and  by  what  authority. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 
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CITY  POINT  AND  WEST  BOXBUKT  PARKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  special  assignment  for  eight 
o""cloek  P.  M.,  the  question  heing  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  and  flats  required  tor  a  pnblic  park 
at  City  Point,  South  Boston,  embracing  the  terri- 
tory within  the  easterly  line  of  Q  street,  extend- 
ing north,  south  and  east  to  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sionevrs'  line,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  (110,000)  dollars;  the  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  debt  to  be  issued  in  negotiating  said  loan 
to  be  denominated  on  the  face  thereof  "Public 
Park  Loan,"  and  to  bear  such  rate  of  interest  as 
the  Committee  on  Finance  may  determine;  and 
the  Park  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to 
expend  said  sum  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  pur- 
chase ot  not  less  than  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
for  a  public  park  in  West  Roxbury,  substantially 
in  accordance  with  the  plan  submitted  by  the 
Park  Commissioners  in  City  Document  No.  42, 
1876,  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  (800,000) 
dollars;  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  to  be 
issued  in  negotiating  said  loan  to  be  denominated 
on  the  face  thereof  the  "Public  Park  Loan,"  and 
to  bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the  Committee  on 
Finance  may  determine;  and  the  Park  C  ommis- 
sioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  expend  said  sum 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Is  it  the  intention  of 
the  Chair  to  put  the  question  upon  the  orders 
separately?  If  otherwise,  I  should  like  to  call  for 
a  division. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  put  them  sepa- 
rately if  anybody  calls"  for  a  division.  The  first 
question  is  upon  the  passage  of  the  order  for  a 
loan  of  $110,000  for  a  public  park  at  City  Point, 
South  Boston. 

Mr.  Pratt— For  the  purpose  of  expediting  de- 
bate, and  for  the  convenience  of  discussion,  I 
hope  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his  motion  for 
a  division  until  after  the  debate  has  taken 
place.  The  two  orders  are  so  connected  that 
they  can  be  well  debated  together,  and  it  does 
not  seem  well  to  have  them  divided  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  would  state  that 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  withdraws  it  I 
will  renew  it.  In  my  opinion,  the  two  matters  are 
not  at  all  connected  except  by  logrolling.  They 
stand  on  their  merits,  and  they  were  separated 
some  two  or  three  months  ago,  when  they  were 
referred  to  the  finance  committee,  and  I  think 
the  Council  understood  why  they  were  divided  at 
that  time.  I  would  suggest  that  I  shall  oppose 
any  attempt  to  consider  them  together  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— I  move  that  the  rule  be 
suspended  and  that  gentlemen  speaking  on  the 
subject  be  allowed  to  debate  the  "two  orders  to- 
gether. 

The  President— What  rule  does  the  gentleman 
refer  to,  which  he  moves  to  suspend. 

Mr.  Coe— The  rule  whereby  members  are  re- 
quired to  confine  themselves  to  the  discussion  im- 
mediately before  the  house. 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  suspend- 
ing the  rule  requiring  members  to  confiHe  them- 
selves to  the  question  under  discussion. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail— in  the  first  place,  because  there  is  no 
such  rule;  and  in  the  second  place,  if  there  were, 
I  think  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  suspend  it, 
because  it  would  open  the  door  even  wider  than 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  would  wish.  If  the 
consideration  of  one  of  these  projects  is  material, 
or  is  an  argument  lor  the  other,  it  will  be  regu- 
larly in  order.  If  the  adoption  or  rejection  of 
one  is  an  argument  for  or  against  the  adoption 
or  rejection  of  the  other,  it  will  be  in  order  in 
debate.  If  it  has  uo  bearing  at  all  upon  it,  it 
ought  not  to  be  admitted.  For  that  reason  I 
hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  fail  to  comprehend  yet  the  reasons 
why  any  opposition  is  to  be  made  to  the  proposi- 
tion, except  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
debate  upon  one  of  these  orders  until  the  vote  be 
taken  on  the  other.  If  that  be  the  intention,  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  waste  of  the  time  of  the  Council. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  Park  Committee  that 
both  of  these  orders  shall  be  debated  on  the  af- 
firmative side,  and  from  what  I  have  heard,  it  is 


the  intention  of  members  of  this  Council  that 
both  orders  shall  be  debated  on  the  nega- 
tive side.  This  Council  has  got  to  listen 
to  these  debates,  and  probably  they  will  occupy 
sometime.  I  cannot  see  the' objection  to  these 
orders— reported  at  the  same  time  by  the  same 
committee",  relating  to  the  same  subject,  and  in- 
volving the  same  line  of  argument  to  a  great  ex-  • 
tent — being  debated  at  the  same  time.  And  be- 
yond that,  as  the  question  was  raised  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  23,  I  want  to  suggest  that  rule  72  of  the 
Council  adopts  as  the  rules  of  this  Council  the 
rules  of  parkamentiry  law  and  practice  in  Cush- 
ing's  Manual,  one  of  which  is  that  debate  must  be 
confined  to  the  question  before  the  house.  I  fail 
to  understand  why  a  motion  to  suspend  that  rule, 
or  why  a  motion  in  general  terms,  to  proceed  to 
any  special- 
Mr.  Coe— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to  call  his 
attention  to  rule  14  of  our  rules. 

Mr.  Pratt— The  gentleman  from  Ward  23  calls 
attention  to  the  rule,  and  I  shall  confine  myself 
to  the  question  under  debate. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  entertained  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  thought  perhaps,  although  I  no- 
ticed the  ruling  of  the  chair,  that  there  might  be 
some  difference  in  the  vote,  if  it  were  fully  under- 
stood. I  intend,  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
in  speaking  upon  either  of  these  two  orders,  to  be 
as  brief  as  possible,  and  confine  myself  as  closely 
as  possible  to  the  question  under  discussion.  But 
I  dislike  to  be  compelled  to  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Council  twice  over  to  the  same  lire  of  argu- 
ment, and  I  think  that  would  necessarily  follow, 
not  only  with  myself  but  with  the  other  speakers 
here,  if  we  divide  these  questions  at  the  present 
stage  of  the  debate.  The  object  of  the  gentlemen 
who  desire  a  vote  on  each  separate  question  will 
be  accomplished  quite  as  well  by  renewing  the 
call  for  a  division  at  a  later  time,  or  by  allowing 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  to  pre- 
vail, and  then  when  the  vote  is  to  be  taken,  to 
take  it  on  the  two  orders  separately. 

Mr.  Coe — I  ask  in  all  fairness  for  the  Committee 
on  Parks,  who  have  prepared  themselves  c-n  those 
orders,  that  the  motion  prevail.  They  have  doubt- 
less prepared  themselves  to  discuss  the  subject 
of  parks  in  general,  and  it  seems  to  me  they 
should  be  allowed  full  liberty  to  present  their 
views  in  a  way  that  they  best  can  do  it.  I  hope 
the  motion  will  prevail. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

'Che  question  then  came  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order  relating  to  the  South  Boston  park. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21--Mr.  President,  I  shall  not 
study  to  be  eloquent  upon  the  subject  before  the 
Council  at  this  time.  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  as 
brief  as  possible  in  presenting  the  reasons  which 
hold  my  mind  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  both  of 
these  orders  presented  m  connection  with  the  re- 
port of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  I  trust  that 
the  course  the  debate  may  take  will  be  such  as  to 
inform,  enlighten  and  persuade,  if  may  be,  and  at 
any  rate  to  induce  a  fair  conference  upon  the 
subjects  before  us,  and  that  the  decision  of  the 
question  may  be  in  accordance  with  what  is  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  city.  In  the  first  place,  I 
find  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  no  park.  It 
is  a  simple  proposition  to  state,  but  it  is 
one  of  which  I  feel  ashamed,  and  with  which 
I  feel  considerably  impressed  every  time  that 
I  turn  to  the  subject  of  parks;  that  the  city  of 
Boston  is  the  only  city  of  more  than  150,000 
inhabitants  in  the  United  States  that  has  not 
a  park;  that  it  is  the  city  among  the  twelve  cities 
in  the  United  States  which  has  the  least  acreage 
in  open  squares  and  parks,  taken  altogether;  and 
yet,  Mr.  President,  it  is  the  second  or  third  city  in 
wealth,  and  the  sixth  in  population  in  the  United 
States.  Boston  is  a  city  which  does  not  give  odds 
to  any  other  city  as  an  attractive  place  to  live; 
a  city  that  means  to  offer  attractions  for  resi- 
dents; a  city  which  means  to  contiuue  that  pros- 
perity and  enterprise  which,  has  carried  it  along 
as  it  has  done  in  the  past,  and  which  from  recent 
events  promises  to  place  it  in  afar  betterstanding 
in  comparison  with  other  cities  in  the  country 
than  it  has  held  hitherto.  Now,  Mr.  President,  in 
support  of  this,  I  wish  to  offer  a  few  figures  in 
regard  to  parks  in  other  cities.  Take,  for  instance, 
New  York,  to  begin  with,  the  largest,  and  go 
dowii  for  ten  or  eleven  cities.  New  York  has 
Central  Park,  including  802  acres.  I  make  no 
account  of  the  smaller  parks  in  that  city.  Phila- 
delphia has  Fairmount  Park,  of  20*48  acres. 
Brooklyn   has  Prospect   Park  of   550  acres.    Al  1 
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three  of  those  cities  have  a  large  amount  of 
park  acreage  in  addition  to  that.  We  are 
simply  considering  the  large  parks  in  those 
cities.  St.  Louis  has  Forest  Park  of  1350  acres, 
and  a  total  park  acreage  of  2100.  Chicago  has 
South  Park  with  1055  acres,  and  a  total  park  acre- 
age of  2340.  Boston  has  the  Common,  and  in  all 
about  190  acres  of  alleged  parks  and  public 
squares.  Baltimore  has  Druid  Hill  Park  of  750 
acres.  Cincinnati  has  Eden  park  of  207  acres, 
and  other  parks  making  up  400  acres.  1  have  not 
obtained  the  figures  for  New  Orleans.  San  Fran- 
cisco has  the  Golden  Gate  Park  of  1000  acres,  and 
other  large  parks  besides.  Buffalo  has  a  park  of 
350  acres,  and  a  total  park  age  of  598  acres.'  These 
are  the  eleven  first  cities  in  the  country,  and  Bos- 
ton has  the  least  of  all.  Taking  the  average  and 
leaving  out  New  Orleans,  which  has  not  been  as- 
certained, and  Boston,  which  is  too  small  to  be 
reckoned,  the  size  of  the  chief  park  in  these  cities 
averages  970  acres.  That  is  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  smaller  parks.  This  is  simply  the  chief  park 
in  each  of  these  nine  cities  of  more  than  150,000 
inhabitants  in  the  United  States.  The  city  of 
Boston  has  its  paltry  total  acreage  of  190. 
The  only  park  that  is  entitled  in  any 
sense  to  be  called  a  park  is  the 
Common,  with  its  forty  or  fifty  acres,  and  the 
other,  and  the  largest  that  it  will  have,  is  the  Back 
Bay  improvement,  which  will  include  about 
eighty-five  acres.  Now,  Mr.  President,  this  mat- 
ter of  parks  for  large  cities  in  this  country  is  a 
question  that  has  engaged  public  attention  for  a 
great  many  years.  It  began  to  engage  public 
attention  in  New  York  prior  to  1857,  and  in  that 
year  Central  Park  was  established  in  New  York. 
That  was  the  lead  among  the  cities.  New  York 
was  twenty  years  ahead  of  Boston  in  the  matter 
of  parks.  I  suppose  it  is  not  necessary  for  me,  in 
opening  this  debate  for  the  Committee  on  Parks, 
to  go  into  a  minute,  detailed  history  of  the  park 
question  as  it  stands  before  the  city  of  Boston; 
nor  is  it  necessary  to  argue  to  any  very  great 
extent  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  public  parks 
in  general.  But  some  observations  may  be  useful 
as  reminders.  I  think  the  Park  Committee  and 
those  gentlemen  who  with  them  are  satisfied  that 
the  city  of  Boston  does  want  a  park,  and  that 
these  orders  should  pass,  if  they  shall  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  Council  that  the  city  wants  a  park; 
that  it  wants  parks  in  these  particular  places 
mentioned  in  the  order;  that  it  wants  thern  now; 
that  it  can  afford  to  take  them  now:  that  it  is  not 
getting  a  bad  bargain  in  taking  them  now  at  the 
rates  proposed,  and  that  this  is  a  proper  and 
suitable  method  of  proceeding  to  take  those  areas 
for  park  purposes— if  we  can  satisfy  this  Council 
on  those  questions,  I  think  we  shall  have  a  vote  in 
favor  of  those  orders.  I  will  pass  lightly  over 
each  one  of  those  questions.  First— I  will  merely 
allude  to  the  history  of  the  agitation  of  the  park 
question  in  this  city.  It  commenced  prior  to 
1869,  with  some  of  the  best  and  wealthiest  citizens 
of  this  city,  by  public  agitation  arising  out  of  the 
consciousness  of  the  need  of  parks  for  the  city  of 
Boston  and  of  the  usefulness  to  the  city  of 
establishing  parks;  and  as  a  result  of  that 
agitation  it  came  before  the  City  Council  in  1869. 
From  that  time  to  the  present  it  has  been  peti- 
tioned for  in  person  and  by  letters  before  com- 
mittees of  the  City  Government,  before  the  Legis- 
lature, in  the  public  press,  and  in  every  way  that 
voices  could  be  heard  in  favor  of  public  parks. 
We  all  know  the  history  of  that.  In  1870  an  act 
for  the  laying  out  of  one  or  more  public  parks  in 
or  near  the  city  of  Boston  was  submitted  to  the 
people  for  a  popular  vote,  and  the  result  was  that 
sixty-three  per  cent,  were  in  favor  of  the  act,  to 
thirty-seven  per  cent,  opposed  to  it.  The  valua- 
tion of  property  represented  by  the  wards  voting 
in  favor  of  it  was  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
valuation  of  the  city.  The  valuation  of  the  wards 
voting  against  it  was  the  other  ten  per  cent. 
There  was  a  public  expression  indicating  the  pop- 
ular demand  for  a  park  ten  years  ago.  In  June, 
1875,  another  act,  under  which  the  present  com- 
mission was  established,  and  under  which  all  suc- 
ceeding proceedings  have  been  taken,  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  people,  and  you  will  recollect,  Mr. 
President,  that  at  that  time  we  were  in  the  midst 
of  hard  times.  It  was  two  years  after  the  panic 
of  1873,  when  everything  was  down,  business  was 
discouraging,  people  were  feeling  poor,  economy 
was  looked  for  in  public  expenditures.  Yet  in 
the  stress  of  those  times,  when  this  park  act  was 
submitted  to  the  people,  the  vote  stood  sixty- 
two  per  cent,  in  favor,  and  thirty-eight  per  cent, 
opposed;  and  the  valuation  of  wards  voting  in  fa- 


vor of  the  act  was  eighty-nine  and  three-fourths 
per  cent,  and  opposed  to  it  ten  and  a  quarter  per 
oent.  Eighteen  wards  voted  in  favor  of  it  by  a 
majority,  and  only  four  wards  had  a  majority  op- 
posed to  it.  The  wards  voting  in  favor  of  it 
had  a  taxable  valuation  of  $715,854,600,  and  those 
that  voted  against  it  had  a  valuation  of  $81,900,000. 
The  tax  rate  in  that  year,  in  addition 
to  the  fact  of  its  being  hard  times, 
was  $15.60  on  a  thousand.  Yet  that  was 
a  public  expression  of  the  inhabitants  and 
taxpayers  of  the  city  of  what  they  wanted  in  re- 
spect to  parks.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  think  we 
may  safely  assume  that  the  city  does  want  a 
park.  Does  the  city  want  a  park  in  the  places 
contemplated  in  these  orders?  The  first  indica- 
tion we  see  of  that  is  the  fact  that  the  people,  so 
far  as  they  can,  already  take  possession  of  those 
localities  for  park  purposes. 

Mr.  Pratt's  time  having  expired,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  thank  the  Council  tor  its  courtesy. 
I  will  try  to  keep  my  promise  to  be  brief.  As  I 
was  remarking,  the  people  have  already  taken 
possession  of  those  localities  so  far  as  they  are 
able  to.  To  City  Point  there  is,  as  we  all 
know,  a  constant  stream  of  people.  What- 
ever attraction  is  over  there,  or  even 
when  there  are  no  attractions  over  there, 
there  is  a  steady  course  of  people  seeking 
pleasure,  recreation  and  refreshment  in  the  cool 
breezes  at  City  Point.  I  think  there  is  not  a 
lingering  doubt  of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  point 
in  the  city  of  Boston  towards  which  population 
more  easily  and  more  naturally  tends,  for  a  park, 
breathing  place  and  recreatio'n  ground,  than  it 
does  towards  City  Point.  Mr.  President,  I  might 
say  almost  the  same  thing  in  regard  to  the  sec- 
tion in  West  Roxbury,  referredjto  in  the  other 
order.  A  large  part  of  the  territory,  lying  now 
without  fences,  is  to  be  observed  on  any  Sunday 
or  any  Saturday  afternoon,  or  any  holiday, 
sprinkled  all  over  with  people  who  are  there  for 
lunch  parties,  for  walks,  for  afternoon  strolls,  or 
for  morning  rambles,  more  than  in  any  other 
place  in  the  city.  The  people  tend  in  that  direc- 
tion. Witness  the  gardens,  Forest,  Oakland 
and  Webster,  which  are  in  that  direction. 
When  they  are  open  they  take  persons  into 
them  who"  would  otherwise  go  on  to  the  park 
if  it  were  open.  The  indisputable  fact  is, 
the  people  seek  for  attraction  towards  open 
fields  and  woodland,  and  they  would  more  if  it 
were  not  for  the  warnings,  "beware  of  dogs,"  and 
"no  trespassers  allowed,"  and  the  other  precau- 
tions taken  to  keep  the  public  off  from  this  land. 
There  is  no  mistake;  the  people  of  South  Boston 
want  City  Point  taken  as  a  park.  If  any  park  is 
to  be  taken  for  South  Boston,  that  is  the  only 
place  where  it  can  be  made,  and  South  Boston, 
with  its  60,000  population,  is  entitled  to  more  acre- 
age of  parks  and  public  squares  than  it  has.  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  argue  that  South  Boston 
wants  a  park;  we  all  know  it.  Now  we  all  know 
it  is  not  alone  South  Boston  that  wants  it.  If  it 
were  I  should  hesitate  somewhat  in  my  support 
of  the  measure.  I  do  not  like  to  be  sectional  in 
such  matters;  hut  the  peop'e  of  Boston  want  City 
Point  for  an  esplanade,  as  the  Park  Commission- 
ers call  it,  and  for  a  park  by  the  bay.  Now  to 
speak  here,  in  order  to  save  debate,  upon  the  prin- 
cipal place  selected  for  the  West  Roxbury  park,  I 
have  only  this  to  say  in  brief,  that  the  location  con- 
templated in  the  order  for  the  West  Roxbury 
park  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and  will 
1  think  be  found  in  the  opinion  of  any  person 
who  fairly  examines  the  matter,  just  the  place 
where  we  want  a  large  park.  The  city  of  Boston 
wants  one  large  park.  It  wants  a  park  that  will 
put  it  on  something  of  an  equality  among  the 
other  large  cities  of  the  country.  It'wants  a  park 
to  which  the  people  can  resort  and  find  some- 
thing of  the  wiidness,  breadth  of  landscape  scen- 
ery, variety  of  surface,  of  woodland,  hill  and  val- 
ley, and  absence  from  city  sights  and  sounds, 
which  are  to  be  found  only  in  a  large  park.  That 
is  what  the  city  wants,  and  it  wants  it  in  that 
place,  not  only  because  the  people  seek  it  there 
already,  but  because  that  is  the  geographical  cen- 
tre of  the  city  of  Boston.  It  is  three  miles  and 
a  half  from  City  Hall  to  the  proposed  park  ground. 
It  is  just  about  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  north  and 
south,  or  taking  it  from  the  Charles  River 
to  the  Neponset,  in  the  line  of  the  park,  without 
including  Charlestown.  If  Charlestown  be  in- 
cluded, it.  is  then  not  quite  so  near  the  centre  of 
the  city  area:  but  not  including  Charlestown,  it  is 
in  the  geographical  centre  of  the  city  of  Boston- 
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It  is  about  equally  distant  from  the  bay  and  from 
Brookline.  If  we  had  a  free  choice  of  all  the  ter- 
ritory lying  between  the  Charles  and  the  Nepon- 
set  in  one  direction,  and  between  the  bay  and 
Brookline  in  the  other,  we  could  not  find  four 
hundred  acres  that  would  be  better  diversified  or 
better  calculated  naturally  for  a  park.  I  should 
like  and  I  will  veDture  to  read  the  description  of 
that  by  the  Park  Commissioners  in  1876.  I  think 
the  description  with  the  recollection  of  gentle- 
men present  who  have  visited  the  territory,  will 
call  up  the  locality  very  vividly: 

"The  entrance  on  the  north  will  be  in  Seaver 
street;  on  the  east  from  Blue  Hill  avenue,  at  its 
junction  with  Columbia  street,  and  also  at  its 
junction  with  the  Harrison  Square  parkway, 
hereinafter  described,  and  on  Canterbury  street; 
on  the  south  from  Morton  via  Scarborough  street; 
and  on  the  west  from  Walnut,  Green,  Williams 
and  Forest  Hills  streets,  and  at  other  points  as 
may  be  required.  This  location  will  rank  as  the 
chief  park  of  the  city,  by  reason  of  its  extent,  its 
line  landscapes  and  scenery,  its  superb  views  and 
its  central  situation.  It  contains  485  acres,  and 
possesses  every  element  of  genuine  park  scenery 
within  its  limits,  admirably  disposed  in  their  re- 
lations to  each  other;  broad,  open  stretches  of 
undulating  greensward,  woods  and  isolated 
copses,  picturesque  glens  covered  with  tangled 
undergrowth,  and  with  an  ample  supply 
of  water  from  springs  and  brooks  for 
ornamental  use.  The  landscape  has,  for 
the  most  part,  a  southerly  aspect,  with  a 
wide  horizon  line,  cut  by  the  Blue  Hills  of 
Milton.  The  views  are,  therefore,  mostly  rural 
rather  than  urban.  From  the  tower  on  the  Sar- 
gent estate,  the  base  of  which  is  over  170  feet 
above  mean  low  water,  at  the  corner  of  Seaver 
street  and  "Walnut  avenue,  can  be  seen  a  pano- 
rama of  the  city,  the  adjacent  country  and  bay. 
It  lies  chiefly  between  the  three  and  three-quar- 
ters and  four  and  three-quarters  mile  circles,  and 
is  nearly  equidistant  from  the  ocean  on  the  east 
and  the  Brookline  line  on  the  west.  In  the  val- 
leys on  either  side  are  horse-car  tracks  and  rail- 
roads— the  New  York  &  New  England  on  the  east, 
and  the  Providence  on  the  west,  with  stations 
about  one  -  quarter  mile  distant.  The  fares 
by  these  loutes  would  probably  not  exceed 
five  cents.  It  is  approached  on  all  sides 
by  highways,  to  be  supplemented  by  parkways, 
the  Harrison  Square  on  the  east  and  the  Bussey 
Farm  on  the  west.  But  slight  attempt  has  ever 
been  made  to  improve  the  land,  otherwise  than  in 
some  parts  for  farming.  What  little  has  been 
done  in  projecting  streets  by  private  parties  has 
not  been  sufficiently  successful  to  encourage  any 
important  investments.  It  is  traversed  on  its 
western  portion  by  Walnut  avenue,  Glen  road 
and  Williams  streets  by  crooked  routes,  due  to 
the  irregularity  of  the  surface  whereby  the  nat- 
ural features  have  remained  uninjured.  This 
reservation  is  worthy  the  highest  skill  of  the 
landscape  gardener  and  engineer,  under  whose 
treatment  it  would  become  a  park  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word,  and  adequate  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  people  of  Boston  for  many  years.  Thou- 
sands can  occupy  its  groves,  hillsides  and  glades 
with  mutual  pleasure,  and  find  thereby  that  re- 
freshment and  relief  from  city  sights  and  sounds 
which  rural  surroundings  can  only  give." 

Another  reason  in  favor  of  taking  that  particu- 
lar tract  is  its  accessibility.  It  lies  ou  high  land 
between  two  valleys  through  which  run  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  and  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land railroads.  On  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  are  two  stations  within  five  minutes' 
walk  of  this  territory,  and  on  the  New  York  & 
New  England  road  there  are  two  stations,  the 
farthest  within  about  five  minutes'  walk  and  the 
other  a  less  distance.  It  is  accessible  by  two 
lines  of  street  cars  already— by  the  lines  of  two 
street  car  companies  —  the  Metropolitan  and 
Highland,  which  run  cars  there  frequently.  It 
takes  from  thirty-five  to  forty  minutes  by  the 
street  cars  to  go  from  the  City  Hall  to  this  pro- 
posed park  land.  Those  are  some  of  the  reasons 
why  I  think  these  are  special  locations  for  parks. 
I  may  add  in  respect  to  the  West  Roxbury  Park, 
and  may  be  pardoned  a  little  for  dwelling 
more  upon  the  second  and  larger  order  than 
I  did  upon  the  first,  because  my  colleague 
on  the  committee  will  take  up  the  matter  of  the 
City  Point  Park  more  at  length  than  I  did,  and 
by  that  division  you  will  be  spared  the  sound  ©f 
my  voice  for  so  long  a  time,  and  enjoy  the  elo- 
quence of  his.  The  other  reason  I  was  about  to 
advert  to,  why  these    particular    locations  are 


wanted  by  the  people,  is  afforded  in  the  petitions 
for  this  particular  park  at  West  Roxbury.  I 
think  they  are  entitled  tomore  consideration  than 
petitions  generally  are.  We  had  a  petition  pre- 
sented last  year,  which  is  still  bef»re  us  in  the 
papers  in  this  case,  from  992  persons  and  firms. 
That  was  one  petition  alone— 992  persons  and 
firms.  I  have  taken  some  particular  pains  to  as- 
certain the  amount  of  property  represented  by 
those  persons  and  firms,  and  from  the  City  Col- 
lector's office  find  that  they  pay  taxes  in  the  city 
of  Boston  upon  about  §22,440,000.  More 
than  §22,000,000  of  taxable  property  otf  the 
city  of  Boston  was  represented  on  one  petition 
requesting  that  a  park  be  located  at  this  particu- 
lar place.  Another  petition  which  is  also  before 
us  contains  less  names,  but  also  represents  §7,685,- 
000,  making  a  total  of  §30,125,000  of  the  valuation 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  the  taxpayers  of  which 
come  here  and  petition  for  this  particular  loca- 
tion for  a  park.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  will  not 
linger  on  that  any  longer,  but  I  come  to  the  point 
which  I  said  I  would  try  to  meet,  that  the  city 
wants  a  park  now.  The  first  evidence  is  in  those 
two  petitions.  One  of  them  requests  respectfully 
that  immediate  action  be  taken  to  take  this 
park.  The  other  suggests  a  little  more  deferen- 
tially that  the  time  has  now  come  to  take  this 
park.  Well,  Mr.  President,  the  city  has  been 
considering  the  park  question  for  ten  years  alto- 
gether. Its  mind  is  made  up— we  have  all  made 
up  our  minds  that  as  a  general  proposition  parks 
are  desirable,  and  that  the  city  of  Boston 
wants  a  park.  Then  when  are  we  going  to 
take  them  ?  When  can  we  buy  them  with  better 
success  as  to  selection  of  land  and  better  econ- 
omy as  to  the  price  we  shall  pay  than  just  now, 
when  times  have  been  at  their  hardest,  when  the 
valuation  of  property  has  been  at  its  lowest, 
when  the  owners  "of  land  have  been  struggling 
with  the  mortgagees  and  with  the  tax  collector 
until  they  are  tired  and  weakened,  and  are  ready 
to  sell  their  property  for  hard-pan  prices,  and 
before  the  wave  of  prosperity  has  again  given 
rise  to  speculative  values  in  real  estate  ?  There  is 
another  reason  why  we  should  act  now.  If  we 
glance  over  the  map  of  the  city,  and  then  take 
the  trouble  to  recall  from  our  recollection,  or 
take  an  excursion  about  the  city,  we  shall  find 
that  in  no  locality  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  within  anything  like  three  miles  from 
City  Hall,  is  there  any  spot  where  we  can  take  400 
acres  together  and  find  it  so  much  unimproved, 
so  few  buildings,  so  few  streets,  and  so  reason- 
able a^valuation  of  property  as  we  can  in  this  par- 
ticular place.  And  when  we  turn  even  to  this 
proposed  location  we  find  that  not  only  on  one 
side,  but  on  all  four  sides,  even  away  on  the  far- 
ther side  of  this  territory  proposed  to  be  taken  as 
a  park,  on  the  other  side  of  Canterbury  street, 
sloping  away  to  the  Blue  Hills,  they  are*  already 
putting  up  residences  on  this  very  park  itself. 
During  the  last  year  they  have  put  two  or  three 
quite  expensive  buildings  upon  it.  This  particu- 
lar territory  will  not  be  obtainable  at  anything 
like  the  figures  at  which  it  is  obtainable  now.  This 
is  the  year  to  take  it  if  we  take  it  all,  before  it  is 
covered  with  fine  residences,  bef  ire  it  is  cut  up 
into  streets  and  private  estates,  and  the  difficulty 
of  securing  it  is  increased  many  fold.  Gentlemen 
will  be  very  likely  to  say,  who  may  hesi- 
tate about'  voting  for  these  orders,  that 
suppose  the  cost  at  some  future  time  is 
larger  than  it  will  be  to  take  it  now;  that  in  re- 
spect to  the  City  Point  Park,  for  instance,  as  well 
as  to  the  proposed  West  Roxbury  Park,  it  will  be 
no  matter  if  we  do  have  to  pay  a  few  thousand 
dollars  more  a  few  years  from  now,  than  if  we 
take  them  now.  Mr.  President,  there  are  two 
answers  to  that,  and  I  sug-gest  them  to  those 
who,  relying  upon  that  kind  of  objections,  may 
give  them  a  second  thought.  In  the  first  place,  ub 
city  can  ever  afford  to  take  land  anywhere  for  a 
park  that  is  entirely  covered  with  blocks  or 
dwelling  houses,  that  is  entirely  built  over  and 
improved.  The  expense  is  too  great,  and  it  will 
never  be  done.  If  the  city  finds  itself  under 
the  alternative  of  doing  that,  or  going  a  great  dis- 
tance from  the  centre  of  population  to  take 
its  park,  it  will  go  the  great  distance  ; 
and  if  we  leave  this  matter  of  parks  un- 
til the  city  finds  itself  unable  to  take  the 
places  now  proposed,  the  result  will  be  that 
there  never  will  be  a  park  within  five  miles  of 
the  centre  of  the  city  of  Boston.  There  never 
will  be  a  park,  unless  we  take  it  soon,  within  three 
and  a  half  miles  of  City  Hall,  and  I  venture  to 
predict  that  unless  we  take  these   two  parks  now 
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we  shall  not  be  able  to  take  them  at  all,  and  we 
shall  never  be  able  to  take  a  territory  than  can 
be  considered  a  large  park,  and  shall  never  be 
able  to  lay  out  an  esplanade  at  South  Boston  that 
will  be  as  large  or  as  economical  for  the  city  to 
take  as  it  will  if  we  take  this  now.  Already  the 
land  proposed  to  be  taken  at  City  Point  is  being 
built  over  and  encroached  upon,  and  the  pros- 
pects are  that  with  the  present  tendency  of  hab- 
itations, hotels,  theatres  and  traffic  in  that  direc- 
tion, every  year  we  let  it  lie  it  will  become  more 
and  more  "encumbered,  more  and  more  diffi- 
cult to  obtain.  Now,  Mr.  President,  the  next 
point  I  propose  to  answer  briefly,  and  I 
trust  the  Council  will  excuse  me  if  in  my 
extemporaneous  effort  I  take  more  time  than  is 
necessary,  is,  cau  the  city  afford  it  now '?  Upon 
that  point  I  direct  attention  with  considerable 
confidence  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  as  the  first  answer  to  the  question. 
After  considering  the  present  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  city  and  the  amount  that  the  contem- 
plated taking-  of  these  lands  would  involve,  the 
Committee  on  Finance  have  presented  a  report 
which  you  all  have  in  hand  and  have  examined, 
by  which  it  is  shown  that  we  can  borrow  the 
amount  called  for  by  both  of  these  orders,  and 
still  be  able  at  the  end  of  the  current  year  to  bor- 
row more  than  a  million  dollars  additional  if  we 
wish  it.  Evidently  we  cannot  say  we  have  not 
the  money  at  our  command.  We  cannot  say  we 
have  not  the  credit  to  pass  these  orders  if  we  are 
so  disposed. If  we  rind  other  reasons  cogent  enough 
we  can  afford  it  today.  The  other  matters  pressing- 
forward  for  the  attention  of  the  City  Government 
are  not  such  as  to  conflict  with  this.  There  is  no 
matter  of  grave  importance  requiring  large  ex- 
penditure that  cannot  be  taken  with  the  bal- 
ance that  will  be  left  at  our  disposal  after  satisfy- 
ing both  of  these  orders.  Take  the  new  bridge 
to  Charlestown  and  the  uroposed  new  Court 
House.  If  we  must  build  them,  we  can  do  so  and 
still  lay  out  our  parks,  and  we  will  all  be  satisfied. 
I  wish  to  go  a  little  further  than  this,  because 
that  does  rot  fully  answer  the  question  to  my 
mind.  We  have  the  money,  but  can  we  afford  to 
spend  it  on  this  investment  ?  What  does  it  cost  ? 
I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  make  a  few  figures 
with  special  reference  to  the  West  Roxbury  Park, 
but  they  apply  just  the  same,  in  the  result.to 
which  they  lead  us,  and  in  the  line  of  thought 
which  they  incite,  to  the  City  Point  Park.  The 
proposed  price  of  land  for  the  West  Koxbury  por- 
tion is  §800,000.  Now,  what  is  the  annual  cost  for 
ten  years  of  taking  that  parcel  of  land,  because  we 
will  take  it  on  a  ten-year  loan  ?  If  we  pay  it  all 
off  in  ten  years  and  do  not  receive  a  cent  in  re- 
turn for  the  investment  of  §800,000,  and  it  is  all 
out-go,  what  does  it  cost  ?  The  taxes  are  $8868. 
We  strike  those  off.  One-tenth  of  the  cost  will  be 
$80,000.  That  is  another  item.  The  interest  at 
four  per  cent,  on  the  loan  is  §32,000.  The  gross 
annual  cost  is  §120,868.  That  gross  annual  cost 
will  be  diminished  by  the  amount  that  the  inter- 
est is  diminished  each  year.  Now  that  is  nine- 
teen cents  on  every  thousand  dollars  of  the  city's 
valuation  for  ten  years.  That  would  n't  break 
the  city.  Thac  is  not  beyond  the  city's  means,  if 
it  wants  to  take  a  park.  The  amount  on  §1000  for 
taking  the  City  Point  Park  would  be  so  small  that 
it  is  hardly  worth  figuring.  Now,  it  is  fair  in  con- 
sidering this,  to  reckon  any  offsets  in 
the  way  of  returns  to  the  city  for  its  in- 
vestment. I  take  only  the  West  Roxbury 
Park,  but  the  same  thing  applies  exactly  to 
the  City  Point  Park.  I  take  one  simply  for  exam- 
ple. The  rentals  on  buildings,— assess  2d  in  1879 
for  §65,600,  and  there  have  been  some  built  since. 
This  is  an  item  which  may  be  considered  as  enter- 
ing into  the  returns.  There  are  residences  which 
may  be  rented  or  for  which  rent  may  be  calcu- 
lated in  advance,  in  taking  the  property;  or  the 
buildings  may  be  removed,  all  of  which  are  cer- 
tainly of  some  value  to  the  city.  The  rentals  on 
the  houses  and  places  in  the  park  that  the  city 
would  not  be  obliged  to  make  tenantless  at  once, 
and  would  not  be  obliged  to  remove  until  such 
time  as  it  wished  to  lay  out  parkways  to  run 
tnrough  them,  at  six  per  cent,  on  §70,000  for 
instance,  would  be  §4200.  It  is  a  small  item,  but 
it  is  fair  to  consider  it  in  connection  with  the 
returns.  The  taxes  on  personal  property  let  loose 
by  taking  the  real  estate  are  worth  considering,  if 
we  consider  the  loss  in  taxes  on  real  estate.  If 
we  buy  real  estate,  the  money  does  not  all  go  out 
of  the  city.  It  is  reinvested  in  some  other 
property  which  can  be  taxed,  say  about  $8000 
from  that  source.    Then  there  is  the  matter  of 


betterments.  I  will  only  call  attention  in  massing 
at  this  time  to  the  report  made  by  the  park  com- 
missioners in  regard  to  the  Back  Bay  improve- 
ment, by  which  they  skow  that  the  city  of  Boston 
will  be  the  gainer  rather  than  the  expender  in  re- 
spect to  taking-  the  Back  Bay  lands.  The  assess- 
ment for  betterments  amounted  in  some  cases  to 
as  much  as  twenty  cents  a  foot  for  the  whole  es- 
tate, and  sometimes  even  more— and  that  is  dou- 
ble the  amount  paid  for  the  land.  Now  I  do  not 
suppose  any  such  assessment  of  betterment  will 
be  repeated  in  regard  to  the  West  Koxbury  or 
City  Point  land.  I  do  not  allege  that  with  a  view 
of  having  it  so  understood,  but  I  do  say  it  that 
was  a  fact  in  regard  to  the  Back  Bay  Park,  that  it 
increased  the  value  of  land  around  it  so  striking- 
ly that  they  were  able  to  assess  as  better- 
ments upon  the  land  adjacent  to  the  park  twice 
the  value  of  the  laud  taken  for  the  park,  it  is  fair 
to  say  that  it  will  increase  the  City  Point  or  West 
Roxbury  land  adjacent  to  the  parks  there,  at 
least  one-third  the  value  of  the  tracts  taken.  It 
will  increase  it  t"  the  value  of  five  cents  per  foot 
to  the  depth  of  200  feet  all  around.  If  it  increases 
i  t  five  cents  per  foot,  which  seems  to  me  will  be  a 
moderate  estimate,  the  amount  of  betterment 
will  be  §210,000  for  that  park.  How  much  the  re- 
moter betterments  will  be,  I  have  not  attempted 
to  make  any  estimate.  In  addition  to  that  there 
will  be  a  rise  in  the  valuation  of  property  in  all 
those  wards.  How  much  is  not  calculable  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy.  Yet  we  may  name  some 
small  sum  which  it  will  amount  to.  Suppose  we 
name  the  small  sum  of  §10,000  per  year. 
Does  anybody  suppose  that  §10,000  will 
measure  the  increase  in  taxes  annually 
around  that  park  for  the  next  ten  years 
after  it  is  taken.  It  is  too  small  to  contemplate, 
and  yet  it  makes  an  item.  Then  there  are  other 
things  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  For  in- 
stance, the  amount  of  property  to  be  brought 
into  the  city.  Suppose  we  take  the  City  Point 
Park.  Will  not  South  Boston  be  a  more  attrac- 
tive place  of  residence?  Will  it  not  be  built  up 
with  finer  residences?  Will  not  those  va- 
cant lands  be  covered  with  taxable  prop- 
erty ?  That  property  does  not  all  come  from 
the  city  of  Boston,  but  from  elsewhere.  When 
you  take  a  large  reservation  like  the  West  Rox- 
bury Park,  it  is  still  truer.  Is  it  not  to  be  expect- 
ed beyond  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  if  the  city  adds 
a  large  park  to  its  other  attractions,  the  very  fact 
of  its  having  there  in  that  pleasant  part  of  the 
city  a  reservation,  a  tract  of  laud  so  beautiful,  so 
diversified  as  that,  forever  kept  open,with  beauti- 
ful residences  around  it— that  it  will  attract  many 
people  who  would  otherwise  go  to  Milton  and 
Cambridge  and  Brookline  and  other  places,  who 
wish  to  find  something  more  than  brick  walls  for 
houses.  Now,  suppose  five  men  a  year  are  in- 
duced to  come  into  the  city  from  a  distance  or  to 
stay  in  the  city  instead  of  removing  outside.  It 
makes  an  item.  Each  man  building  on  or  near 
the  park  would  be  worth  not  less  than  §50,000. 
It  makes  an  annuity  to  the  city  of  §15  in  taxes 
on  every  §1000  brought  or  kept  in  the  city 
by  such  men.  But  I  will  not  go  into  every- 
thing. There  will  be  a  large  increase  of  indus- 
tries by  the  establishment  of  parks.  The  his- 
tory of  every  city  which  has  established  parks 
confirms  that  statement.  When  a  celebration  is 
talked  of,  gentlemen  say  that  such  celebrations 
bring  more  money  into  the  city  than  the.city  pays. 
If  the  celebration  on  the  17th  brought  in  §30,000, 
in  one  or  two  days,  would  not  the  West  Roxbury 
Park  bring  in  more  than  that  for  visits,  for 
drives,  for  people  staying  in  the  city  over 
Sunday  in  order  to  visit  the  park?  Would  it 
not  add  to  the  resources  of  the  city  more  than 
did  the  one  day  of  the  celebration  ?  I  do  not  ask 
you  to  reckon  that,  or  try  to  make  any  computa- 
tion upon  these  effepts  which  do  exist,  according 
to  the  reports  of  every  one  of  the  other  cities 
which  have  taken  parks.  It  is  shown  especially 
in  the  city  of  New  York  that  they  are  a  benefit, 
and  return  in  offsets  more  than  the  expense  of 
laying  them  out.  Well,  then,  I  will  not  go  into 
details,  but  will  sum  up  all  these  returns  at  about 
§48,000,  as  an  amount  that  we  can  easily  calcu- 
late upon.  This  leaves  the  annual  expense  at 
§72,868  for  taking  the  West  Roxbury  Park.  If  we 
went  over  the  same  figuring  on  the  City  Point  ap- 
propriation it  would  reduce  that  in  the  same 
way.  There  is  nothing  speculative  in  the  way  in 
which  this  is  made  up.  If  I  were  to  indulge  in 
speculation  it  would  reduce  it  much  more.  Now 
what  is  the  net  cost  ?  I  said  if  we  do  not  get  any 
returns  from  the  park,  it  would  be  ninetaen  cents 
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on  a  thousand  dollars.  But  taking  the  net  cost 
at  its  worst,  taking  a  tithe  of  what  we  may 
reckon  upon  from  some  ot  those  items,— it  is 
only  eleven  cents  on  a  thousand  dollars.  Can  the 
city  of  Boston  afford  to  increase  its  taxation 
eleven  cents  on  a  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  a  park?  He  who  pays  a  tax  on  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  would  be  mulcted  eleven 
dollars  a  year.  Is  there  any  man  who  would  not 
contribute  eleven  dollars  a  year  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  a  reservation  which  will  make  it  possi- 
ble for  the  city  of  Boston  to  have  a  park  during 
all  the  coming  years?  It  would  be  twenty  cents 
apiece  all  round — two  sodas,  two  ginger  ales — in 
the  city  of  Boston.  If  we  pass  around  the  hat 
would  n't  we  all  chip  in  that  amount  to  have  a 
park  ?  It  does  not  cost  anything  beyond  our  means. 
The  city  of  Boston  can  afford  to  take  both  cf 
these  parks.  Now,  is  this  a  suitable  way  to  proceed  ? 
If  I  am  correct  so  far,  it  will  be  very  short  work 
to  satisfy  any  one  that  this  is  the  way  to  procee  d 
to  take  these  parks.  Both  the  City  Point  and 
West  Roxbury  Park  territory  are  now  unim- 
proved. The  lands  are  of  speculative  value  largely. 
There  are  certain  improvements  on  parts  of  it, 
taut  they  are  largely  unimproved.  We  do  not 
know  what  would  be  the  price  if  we  should  take 
them  by  the  right  of  eminent  domain.  Suppose 
we  say  we  cannot  affofd  to  pay  so  much,  that  we 
would  rather  take  them  and  pay  a  smaller  sum. 
Then  we  would  have  to  go  before  a  jury.  We  all 
know  how  expensive  that  is  if  we  have  read  the 
experience  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  last  few 
years.  We  know  we  have  Park  Commissioners 
who  have  studied  the  sutaject,  who  are  discreet 
men,  who  have  ability,  business  sagacity,  pru- 
dence and  foresight.  We  can  authorize  them  as 
our  agents  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of 
the  property  a  great  deal  better  than  we 
can  afford  to  take  the  property  and 
settle  the  damages  afterwards.  If  we  are  going 
to  take  land  for  these  parks,  the  simplest  way  is 
to  pass  an  order  authorizing  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners to  use  the  money  m  the  best  way  they 
cym.  In  the  matter  of  the  City  Point  Park  I 
think  the  commissioners  would  tae  atale  to  bring 
the  expense  within  that  appropriation.  In  re- 
spect to  the  West  Roxbury  Park  I  have  some 
doubt,  but  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  keep  it  as 
nearly  within  the  appropriation  as  possible. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  what  kkid  of  a  bargain 
should  we  make  if  we  buy  those  lands  as  pro- 
posed? Suppose  we  spend  the  amount  proposed 
lor  those  lands;  is  it  a  bad  bargain?  It  is  a 
question  to  be  met.  I  expect  it  will  be  raised 
here.  I  have  heard  it  said,  ".It  does  seem  strange 
we  should  pay  §110,000  for  property  assessed  at 
S56,000;  that  we  should  pay  $800,000  "for  property 
assessed  at  §600,000."  Well,  now,  I  am  ready  to 
consider  that.  I  invite  you  to  reflect  for  a  mo- 
ment that  in  the  first  place  the  universal  course 
of  assessment  —  whether  it  be  the  equitable 
one  or  not— on  improved  and  unproductive  prop- 
erty is  to  assess  it  way  down.  So  long  as  it  is 
woodland  or  marsh,  or  flats^or  under  water,  and 
is  no  return  or  income,  and  is  held  for  what  it 
may  be  worth  at  some  future  time,  it  could  not 
be  said  to  have  any  present  calculable  value,  and 
its  assessment  is  very  low.  You  never  knew  such 
land  to  be  bought  or  sold  at  its  assessed  valua- 
tion. As  soon  as  it  becomes  profitable  then  its 
assessment  is  raised;  then  it  would  tae  idle  for 
anybody  to  suggest  that  we  ought  to  buy  these 
lands  for  their  assessed  valuation.  That  could 
not  be  in  the  natural  course  of  things  and  would 
not  be  equitable.  None  of  us  would  expect  to 
buy  or  offer  to  sell  property  in  any  such  way  as 
that.  Let  us  look  at  the  bargain  a  little  more 
closely.  Take  it,  for  instance,  in  regard  to  the 
City  Point  Park,  which  I  promised  to  leave  to  my 
colleague,  taut  find  myselt  constantly  referring  to 
it,  in  fact  I  think  I  will  drop  that  and  take 
only  such  figures  as  I  made  out  in  reference  to 
the  West  Roxbury  Park.  The  Assessors'  valuation 
of  the  West  Roxlmry  Park  land  in  1875  was  $1,136,- 
900.  This  was  in  1875,  mind  you,  two  years  after 
the  panic,  at  a  time  when  we  supposed  everything 
had  struck  hard  pan,  when  everybody  was  hold- 
ing on  to  his  equity,  and  expecting  a  rise  in  real 
estate  soon,  when  there  was  a  low  valuation  of 
real;  estate.  But  by  some  process  or  other  this 
valuation  was  reduced  to  $532,200  in  1870.  That 
property  had  fallen  in  valuation  fifty- four  per 
cent,  in  those  three  years.  Is  there  property 
anywhere  else  that  had  fallen  fifty-lour  per  cent, 
in  valuation  during  that  time  ?  It  had  reached 
hard  pan  and  was  way  below  it.  What  was  the 
amount  of  the  original   recommendation  of  the 


Park  Commissioners  in  regard  to  these  lands? 
In  1879  the  buildings  were  assessed  at  $65,600. 
If  we  take  the  whole  amount  and  deduct 
the  assessed  valuation  of  the  buildings,  we  find 
we  are  paying  but  $1927  an  acre  for  a  parcel  of 
land  lying  within  three  and  a  half  miles  of  City 
Hall.  That  does  not  indicate  a  bad  bargain. 
That  is  four  and  four-tenths  cents  a  foot  on  an 
average,  when  we  have  been  paying  for  land  re- 
moter than  the  land  nearest  to  us  in  this  parcel, 
during  the  present  season,  fifteen  and  twenty-five 
cents  a  foot,  and  I  believe  in  one  instance  thirty 
cents.  Yet  we  get  this  parcel  at  four  and  four- 
tenths  cents  a  foot.  Is  that  a  bad  bargain  ?  We 
get  it,  to  be  sure,  at  forty-seven  per  cent,  more 
than  the  valuation  of  1880;  but  we  also  get  it  at  a 
price  twenty-one  per  cent,  less  than  the  valuation 
of  1875.  1  do  not  think  the  disparity  between  the 
Assessors'  valuation  and  the  price  at  which  it  is 
proposed  to  authorize  the  Park  Commissioners  to 
purchase  it  is  so  discrepant  that  we  can  say,  with 
any  reasonable  consideration  of  it,  that  it  is  a 
bad  bargain  to  take  it  at  that  price.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  have  finished  what  I  have  to  say  at  present, 
and  apologize  to  the  Council  for  taking  so  much 
time. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— This  is  a  subject  in 
which  I  take  a  great  interest,  and  I  will  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Council  but  a  moment  to  what  I 
may  say.  I  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of  these 
orders  mainly  for  the  reason  of  the  large  expen- 
diture involved.  T.  believe  the  citizens  generally 
would  coincide  with  me  in  this  view.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  city,  burdened  as  it  is 'at  this  time, 
should  increase  its  indebtedness  in  the  waj'  pro- 
posed. Furthermore,  Mr.  President,  I  am  satis- 
tied  that  if  a  grand  park  is  needed  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  appropriation  should  be  made  this 
year.  If  any  unprejudiced  person  will  examine 
the  JVest  Roxbury  territory  he  can  easily  see,  and 
must  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  that  property 
will  at  any  time  within  the  next  five  or  six  years 
be  availatalo  for  park  purposes,  at  least  at  the 
enormous  sum  of  $800,000,  largely  above  the 
assessed  valuation,  which  it  is  proposed  to  give 
for  it.  I  can  have  no  doubt  of  this.  I 
have  examined  it  myself  and  am  pusitive  any  un- 
prejudiced person  will  reach  the  same  conclusion. 
There  is  practically  no  demai.d  for  building  lots 
in  that  vicinity.  I  might  also  add  that  there  are 
other  localities  equally  available,  which  could  be 
at  any  time,  and  probably  at  a  less  sum,  taken 
for  parks  within  the  next  year  or  two  and  un- 
doubtedly within  the  next  five  years.  But  the 
main  objection  to  the  passage  of  these  orders  is 
the  great  expense.  I  would  be  willing  to  vote  a 
reasonable  sum  for  securing  the  South  Boston 
property,  and  also  a  reasonable  sum  for  securing 
the  property  to  constitute  the  first  section  of  the 
Charles-river  embankment,  provided  we  can 
avoid  this  large  expenditure.  Of  course,  if  this 
is  to  be  forced  upon  us,  then  we  must  economize 
in  other  particulars.  But  if  we  can  avoid  this, 
I  certainly  would,  this  year,  be  willing  to  vote  for 
a  reasonable  amount  to  secure  those  two  parks, 
believing  that  they  would  be  useful  as  breathing- 
places  for  two  thickly  settled  localities.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  has  referred  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Finance  Committee.  Now  they  ha, ve 
shown  that  on  the  1st  of  January  next  there  will 
be  a  margin  of  about  a  million  dollars,  provided 
this  appropriation  is  made.  But  it  should  be  re- 
membered, Mr.  President,  that  that  margin  is 
based  upon  the  valuation  of  1880.  Now,  sir,  it  is 
perfectly  clear  that  that  valuation  is  excessive. 
On  the  9th  of  September  certain  salable  lands 
and  buildings  belonging  to  the  city,  assessed  for 
$116,100,  sold  for  $63,000,  being  at  a  rate  nearly 
forty  per  cent,  under  the  assessed  valuation.  I 
also  have  been  informed  of  the  sale  of  a  well  lo- 
cated house  nearly  forty  per  cent,  under  its  as- 
sessed valuation.  From  this  it  appears  that  the 
valuation  of  the  city  is  excessive,  and 
that  therefore  this  margin  is  figured 
upon  a  fictitious  basis.  As  the  matter 
was  put  in  a  leading  journal  not  long  since,  if  we 
reduce  the  present  valuation  but  ten  per  cent., 
leaving  it  thirty  per  cent,  above  its  real  valua- 
tion, as  indicated  by  those  auction  sales,  then 
this  margin  is  entirely  wiped  out,  and  not  only 
that,  but  the  city  is  already  indebted  beyond  its 
limit.  These  are  important  facts,  to  which  I  call 
the  especial  attention  of  the  Council.  It  has 
been  urged  by  the  gentleman  who  preceded  me, 
that  other  cities  are  provided  with  narks.  I  do 
not  fully  agree  with  him.  New  York  certainly  is, 
and  it  is  an  exception.  New  York  required  a 
park  from  its  position;    but  Prospect  Park,  in 
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Brooklyn,  has  proved  a  curse.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  about  it.  Persons  familiar  with  the 
value  of  real  estate  there  know  it  to  be  a 
fact.  The  Park  Commissioners  have  expended 
a  large  amount  of  money  there,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  taxes  are  very  high,  and 
real  estate  is  low  and  to  a  great  extent  unsalable. 
In  Cincinnati  there  is  no  park.  There  are  certain 
small  parks,  such  as  most  of  us  would  be  willing 
to  favor  and  would  like  to  see  here  in  Boston.  In 
St.  Louis  there  is  only  a  small  park,  and  besides 
that  a  certain  section,  to  which  the  gentleman 
has  referred,  has  been  secured  at  a  comparatively 
slight  expense,  quite  a  distance  into  the  interior, 
but  they  nave  not  spent  any  money  upon  it.  Mil- 
waukee has  no  park.  Chicago,  it  is  true,  has 
spent  a  great  deal  of  money  in  its  grand  boule- 
vards; but  I  might  say  they  spend  money  very 
wildly  there,  and  I  do  not  think  we  wish  to  follow 
in  the  footsteps  of  Chicago.  The  gentleman  re- 
ferred to  the  vote  of  the  city  upon  the  park  ques- 
tion. The  question  submitted  at  that  time  was 
simply  the  acceptance  of  the  park  act;  not  the 
propriety  of  appropriating  money  for  a  grand 
park.  That  is  a  matter  which  all  "of  us,  I  think, 
would  have  favored  at  the  time;  but  today  1  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  if  this  question  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  people,  gentlemen  here  will  agree 
with  me  that  the  project  would  be  voted  down  by 
a  very  large  majority.  The  gentleman  has  stated 
that  this  is  an  economical  proposition.  I  fail  to 
see  economy  in  offering  §800,000  for  propertv  as- 
sessed in  1879  for  less  than  $600,000.  That  is 
something  which  to  my  mind  is  inexplicable.  I 
doubt  if  anybody  can  make  an  explanation  of  it 
which  would  be  "reasonable.  That  is  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  views  and  suggestions  which 
have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  subject. 
As  I  look  upon  this  matter  I  am  constrained  to 
say,  in  view  of  our  financial  burden,  in  view  of 
the  suggestions  I  have  made,  and  of  the  high 
rates  of  taxation  this  year,  I  should  certainly,  I 
had  almost  said,  regard  that  I  had  violated  the 
trust  imposed  upon  me  by  the  citizens  of  Ward  10 
were  I  at  this  time  to  vote  for  these  orders.  Mr. 
President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  I  appeal 
to  you  to  protect  this  city  against  this  enormous 
and  unwarranted  expenditure  at  this  time,  it  be- 
ing, as  1  believe  and  have  shown,  unnecessary 
now. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  differ  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  in  thinking  that  the  argu- 
ments which  apply  to  one  of  these  parks  apply 
equally  well  to  the  other.  There  are  many  rea- 
sons which  influence  my  mind  in  regard  to  the 
South  Boston  Park  which  do  not  apply  to  the 
West  Roxbury  Park.  There  are  many  reasons 
why  it  is  wise  to  have  the  South  Boston  Park. 
First — it  is  an  exceedingly  beautiful  place;  it  is 
accessible,  and  not  very  costly.  To  be  sure  the 
price  asked  is  high,  but  I  am  willing  to  trust  the 
Park  Commissioners  to  make  the  best  bargain 
they  can.  The  whole  estimated  cost,  even  at  the 
extreme  limit  proposed,  is  §110,000,  which  is,  I 
was  going  to  say,  insignificant  when  compared 
with  what  we  are  asked  to  pay  for  this  large  park 
in  West  Roxbury.  I  shall  therefore  vote  for  the 
South  Boston  Park,  believing  it  will  be  a  real 
improvement  to  the  city.  I  think  the  city 
ought  to  take  charge  of  such  a  beautiful 
spot  and  make  a  park  of  it.  I  think 
furthermore  it  is  a  very  good  place 
to  have  a  park  for  another  reason,  because  there 
are  many  people  of  moderate  means  who  live  in 
that  vicinity,  and  would  be  very  much  benefited 
to  have  a  park.  It  is  for  people  of  that  class  that 
we  ought  to  have  parks  if  we  have  them  at  all. 
In  regard  to  the  West  Roxbury  Park ,  I  am  influ- 
enced by  different  considerations.  I  have  been  in 
great  doubt  upon  this  matter.  I  have  the  high- 
est respect  for  the  opinions  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners, and  for  their  wisdom  and  discretion.  I 
am  inclined  to  regard  with  favor  any  proposition 
which  comes  from  them,  but  after  looking  care- 
fully into  this  matter  of  the  West  Roxbury  Park, 
I  am  somewhat  reluctantly  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  city  of  Boston  ought  not  ti  have  it. 
There  is  no  concealing  the  fact,  sir,  that  this  city 
is  deeply  in  debt.  According  to  the  statement 
furnished  by  the  Finance  Committee,  the  amount 
of  the  debt  excluding  the  water  debt,  when 
we  deduct  the  sinking  funds  which  are 
provided  for  its  payment,  amounts  now  to  about 
seventeen  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  The 
water  debt  is  thirteen  millions  more.  To  meet 
the  payment  of  principal  and  interest  on  this 
debt  as  it  falls  due  is  an  exceedingly  heavy  bur- 
den to  the  taxpayers.    Now,  all  this  talk  about 


the  improvement  of  the  city,  which  is  to  come 
from  parks,  it  seems  to  me,  should  be  taken  with 
a  grain  of  allowance.  When  it  is  stated  that 
public  improvemeuts  attract  citizens  here  and 
bring  people  to  the  city,  I  do  not  think  that  can 
betaken  literally.  Aso-called  public  improve- 
ment is  only  a  real  benefit  when  it  does  not  cost 
too  much.  The  best  way  to  make  a  city  attractive 
is  to  have  the  taxes  low.  Nothing  will  draw  resi- 
dents to  a  city  like  low  valuation  and  low  rate  of 
taxation.  In'voting  for  such  a  proposition  as 
this,  I  believe  we  would  be  pursuing  an  entirely 
wrong  policy.  One  would  have  supposed,  from 
the  conversations  that  have  been  had  re- 
cently in  regard  to  this  very  question  of 
the  West  Roxbury  Park,  that  one  of 
the  principal  objects  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment was  to  approach  as  nearly  as  we  safely 
could  to  the  limit  of  indebtedness  allowed  by  law, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  devise  means  of  extend- 
ing that  limit  if  we  could.  If  that  has  been 
our  object,  it  must  be  confessed  that  we  have  met 
with  tolerable  success.  Last  year  we  approached 
within  less  than  a  million  of  the  limit  allowed  by 
the  municipal  indebtedness  act.  This  year  we 
have  managed  by  inflating  our  valuations,  which 
were  already  enormous,  to  extend  our  limit  of 
possible  indebtedness  somewhat  further.  I  can- 
not help  believing  that  this  is  a.  mistaken  policy. 
I  believe  there  is  no  evil  to  the  city  of  Boston  so 
great  as  having  these  high,  inflated  valuations, 
actually  far  above  the  true  valuation  of  the  prop- 
erty. The  small  towns  about  us  have  learned  that 
it  is  best  to  have  a  low  valuation.  Year  after 
year  they  are  drawing  our  rich  men  away  from 
us.  If  the  city  pursues  its  present  policy, 
in  a  short  time  we  shall  not  have  any  man  of 
wealth  here  who  can  afford  to  have  a  house  out  of 
town,  and  the  burden  of  taxation  will  fall  more 
heavily  than  now  upon  citizens  of  moderate 
means  who  can  afford  to  pay  substantial  taxes, 
but  cannot  afford  to  have  two  houses.  Men  will 
stand  a  high  rate  of  taxation  because  they  feel 
that  it  falls  equally  upon  their  neighbors.  But 
«very  man  feels  that  a  high  valuation  is  a  person- 
al grievance  to  him.  I  consider  thisjjolicy  of  in- 
flating our  valuation  a  very  dangerous  one  for 
the  city.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  city  be- 
ing situated  as  it  is,  I  believe  it  will  be  bad  policy 
to  take  this  West  Roxbury  Park.  I  believe  that 
project  is  an  enormously  expensive  one.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  in  estimating  the 
annual  expense  which  the  city  would  bear, 
reckoned  it  upon  the  value  of  the  land 
as  taken  and  the  interest  upon  that.  But 
that  is  a  very  small  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense the  city  would  have  to  bear  from  this  park. 
If  this  land  in  West  Roxbury  were  given  to  us 
outright,  it  would  be  a  question  of  very  grave 
doubt  whether  the  city  should  accept  that  park 
with  the  cost  of  maintaining  it  in  the  future. 
Suppose  this  400  acres  of  land  were  given  us  out- 
right for  a  park  and  we  set  to  work  to  make  a 
park  of  it,  it  would  be  an  expensive  operation.  It 
is  partly  meadow  and  partly  woodland,  with  resi- 
dences scattered  about  it.  It  will  take  an  im- 
mense amount  of  money  to  make  a  good  park 
there.  We  can  understand  what  it  will  cost  when 
we  consider  what  we  spend  annually  for  our 
Common  and  squares.  I  think  we  appropriated 
$35,000  for  that  purpose.  This  will  be  an  area  im- 
mensely larger  than  all  our  squares  taken  togeth- 
er. We  shall  not  only  have  to  pay  the  cost  of 
maintaining  it,  but  will  have  to  increase  the 
police  force  to  protect  it.  The  gentleman  spoke 
of  the  loss  of  taxable  property  to  the  city. 
I  believe  it  will  be  very  appreciable,  espe- 
cially if  we  believe  the  report  of  the 
Park  Commissioners,  who  say  if  we  do  not  take  it 
now  it  will  be  soon  laid  out  in  house  lots  and  be 
valuable.  If  we  take  the  Park  Commissioner's 
statement,  this  territory  will  soon  return  a  sub- 
stantial amount  in  taxes  to  the  city  treasury. 
When  the  city  takes  this  land  for  park  purposes 
it  excludes  so  much  real  property  from  taxation. 
Everybody  knows  that  real  estate  is  about  all  you 
can  get  at  for  taxation.  Personal  property  may 
be  said  to  escape  taxation,  and  the  most  of  it  not 
held  in  trust  does  escape.  When  it  is  said  the 
proceeds  of  tnis  land  will  still  be  taxed,  even  if 
it  all  belongs  to  citizens  of  Boston,  that  would 
not  be  so,  because  it  could  not  be  got  at  in  the 
shape  of  personal  property.  I  believe  that  con- 
sideration far  more  outweighs  any  increased 
value  that  might  come  from  the  betterments  and 
improvements  of  property  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  park.  That  would  all  be  true  if  we  were 
going  to  have  this  land  for    what    it   is  actually 
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worth.  But  instead  of  that  we  are  asked  to 
pay  8800,000,  nearly  half  the  amount  we  are 
allowed  to  borrow,  and  largely  above  the  assessed 
valuation  of  the  land  itself.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
we  ought  to  consider  it  very  carefully  before  we 
vote  for  such  a  proposition  as  that.  We  ought  to 
be  convinced  that  this  particular  park  is  neces- 
sary before  we  should  be  warranted'in  voting  for 
such  an  outlay  of  money  now,  and  involve  our- 
selves in  such  an  expense  in  the  future.  I  do  not 
believe  that  this  is  the  only  land  possible  to  be 
taken  for  a  park.  I  do  not  believe  that  if  we  do 
not  take  this  land  now  we  shall  lose  ail  possible 
chance  of  taking  a  park  Boston,  for  a  city  of  its 
size,  will  be  very  well  off  for  parks.  It  is  not  as 
large  as  New  York  in  the  first  place.  New  wrk 
is  one  of  the  largest  cities  in  the  world,  and  Bos- 
ton is  not,  and  we  see  no  reason  why  it  is 
likely  to  be  in  the  immediate  future.  Be- 
sides that,  Boston  is  very  peculiarly  and  advan- 
tageously situated  in  comparison  with  other  cities, 
for  it  is  surrounded  by  beautiful  suburbs  in  all 
directions.  It  is  famous  for  its  beautiful  sub- 
urbs, and  for  the  purposes  of  driving,  the  roads 
all  about  the  city  and  in  the  outlying  districts  are 
as  beautiful  as  any  park  would  be  to  drive 
through.  There  is  no  prospect  of  their  changing 
for  many  years  to  come.  I  do  not  believe  we  need 
any  park  for  driving  purposes.  We  have  already 
built  the  Chestnut  Hill  driveway  at  great  ex- 
pense.  If  we  want  a  park  at  all  it  is  for  those 
who  do  not  and  cannot  afford  to  drive  on  holi- 
days and  Sundays.  The  South  Boston  Park  will 
supply  this  want  to  a  great  extent.  If  we  need 
anything  in  the  direction  of  West  Roxbury  I  be- 
lieve we  can  do  better  by  accepting  the  offer  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum.  Any  one 
who  will  walk  over  the  two  estates  will  be  con- 
vinced that  it  is  a  much  better  place  for  a  park. 

Mr.  Swift's  time  having  expired,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Christel  of  Ward  8,  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Swift— I  thank  the  gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  their  courtesy.  I  was  only  about  to  add 
that  if  we  need  a  park  in  that  direction,  I  believe 
the  want  can  be  better  supplied  by  this  Arnold 
Arboretum  estate,  which  has  the  great  advantage 
of  being  naturally  more  beautiful,  and  also  being 
offered  to  the  city  for  nothing.  The  trustees  of 
Harvard  College  addressed  an  offer  of  that  land 
to  the  city  at  a  nominal  price,  which  means  that 
the  city  would  not  pay  anything  for  it  at  all.  The 
city  will  lay  out  the  driveways  to  it,  but  the  trus- 
tee's will  maintain  the  trees. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— Will  the  gentleman  please 
state  when  that  offer  was  made  ? 

Mr.  Swift— I  cannot  give  the  exact  date.  I  was 
speaking  from  my  memory  of  the  printed  docu- 
ment presented  to  the  City  Council.  As  I  under- 
stand it  the  offer  is  that  the  city  of  Boston  shall 
lay  out  the  driveways  through  this  land,  which  it 
is  designed  to  embellish  for  an  arboretum,  that 
the  trustees  shall  with  their  funds  plant  the  trees, 
maintain  and  care  for  them,  and  that  the  city 
shall  maintain  the  driveways  and  send  its  police- 
men to  guard  the  place.  What  is  more,  there  is 
land  outside  of  that  which  can  be  bought  at  a 
very  small  expense,  if  it  is  thought  desirable,  and 
it  can  be  added  to  that  park.  I  believe  a  park 
can  be  made  there  which  would  be  practically  as 
convenient  as  the  one  proposed  in  this  West  Rox- 
bury tract,  and  be  far  more  beautiful  and  very 
much  less  expense  to  the  city.  For  these  reasons 
I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  south  Boston  Park  and 
against  the  West  Roxbury  Park. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— Four  years  ago,  when 
the  Park  Commissioners  of  Wie  city  of  Boston 
submitted  their  report,  in  the  spring  of  1876,  they 
recommended  a  series  of  parks  involving  an  es- 
timated expense  at  that  time  of  nearly  five 
millions  of  dollars.  I  believe  it  would  have  been 
cheaper  for  the  city  of  Boston,  even  in  the  state 
of  business  depression  which  existed  at  the  time 
that  report  was  made,  to  have  gone  on  then  wi:h 
the  recommendations  of  the  commissioners.  I 
believe  it  will  be  seen  in  the  future,  if  it  is  not 
now,  that  the  Park  Commissioners  of  that  day 
were  men  who  could  look  into  the  future  and  see 
the  necessities  of  this  city.  The  time  will  come 
when  we  shall  probably  take  nearly  every  one  of  the 
recommendations  contained  in  that  report.  If 
we  do  it  gradually  it  will  be  at  an  increased  ex- 
pense, there  is  no  doubt.  Some  of  the  lands  va- 
cant in  1876  are  not  vacant  now.  In  five  years  from 
now  more  will  be  built  upon.  I  believe  it  would 
have  been  true  economy  for  the  citizens  and  tax- 
payers of  Boston  to  have  begun  at  once  bujing 
the  land  recommended  by  the  Park  Commission- 
ers   at   that   time,    even  if  not  a  cent  had  been 


spent  in  its  improvement.  1  believe  that  will  be 
the  proper  course  to  take  in  regard  to  this  West 
Roxbury  Park.  My  colleague  from  Ward  9  has 
held  up  the  bugbear  of  the  tremendous  annual 
expense  to  keep  it  in  order.  My  idea  is  that  now 
is  the  time  to  buy  those  lands  for  the  West  Kox- 
bury  and  City  Point  parks,  while  they  are  unoc- 
cupied, as  they  can  be  bought  at  a  cheaper  rate 
than  at  any  future  time.  If  we  taee  the  land  and 
secure  it  for  our  children,  we  need  not  spend  a 
cent  unless  we  choose.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  every 
City  Council  to  say  what  sum  shall  be  appropri- 
ated year  by  year  for  the  improvement  of  these 
parks.  Looking  at  it  in  that  view,  I 
shall  certainly  urge  that  this  land  be  taken 
now,  and  let  it  wait  until  the  city 
sees  tit  to  improve  it.  Among  the  recom- 
mendations in  that  report  were  the  two  places 
we  have  under  consideration  tonight — the  large 
park  at  West  Roxtaury,  which  the  commissioners 
considered  the  park  "of  the  city,  and  the  City 
Point  Battery,  as  they  call  it,  at  South  Boston. 
They  also  recommended  the  Back  Bay  Park, 
which  we  have  already  laid  out.  Mr.  President, 
my  colleague  on  the  committee  has  left  me  very 
little  to;  say  on  the  general  subject  of  parks.  I 
believe  in  them.  I  have  believed  in  them  ever 
since  I  have  had  an  opoortunity  to  study  them — 
long  before  I  was  placed  on  the  Park  Committee 
last  year.  Perhaps  that  has  called  my  attention 
more  to  the  subject  than  I  would  otherwise  have 
given  it,  but  I  had  looked  into  the  question  long 
before  I  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  the 
City  Government,  and  believed  it  was  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  city  to  have  a  broad  and  compre- 
hensive system  of  parks,  in  charge  of  a  well- 
regulated  department.  As  gentlemen  well 
know,  I  do  not  believe  in  extravagance. 
I  appeal  to  my  record  to  show  that  I  have  op- 
posed every  measure  which  I  believed  to  be  ex- 
travagant. 1  do  not  believe  this  to  be  extrava- 
gant, and  I  do  believe  that  now  is  the  time  to  en- 
ter upon  this  expenditure.  It  seems  a  large  sum 
of  money.  But  people  should  not  be  frightened 
because  it  costs  a  large  sum  of  money.  We  have 
not  been  frightened  by  large  sums  of  money 
when  other  improvements  were  to  be  made.  I 
believe  thoroughly  that  it  is  true  economy  for  the 
city  to  spend  this  money  at  this  time.  If  the  land 
is  bought  at  City  Point,"  we  shall  have  one  of  the 
finest  water  esplanades  in  the  world.  It  is  not 
more  than  two  miles  and  a  half  from  City  Hall. 
Even  now,  gentlemen  going  over  there  during  the 
summer  months  will  see  it.  is  crowded  by  people- 
anxious  to  get  the  invigorating  air  from 
the  sea.  The  time  will  come,  as  any 
gentleman  will  see,  when  the  land  which 
now  can  be  entered  upon  by  anybody,  will 
be  no  longer  available  for  this  purpose.  Eat- 
ing houses,  drinking  saloons  and  hotels  are 
encumbering  that  land.  Soon  it  will  not  be  a  fit 
place  for  anybody  to  take  his  wife  and  children. 
That  point  is  fast  deteriorating.  I  do  not  say  this 
with  any  disrespect  to  South  Boston ;  but  any  citi- 
zen will  say  that  the  point  is  not  so  pleasant  aplace 
of  resort  on  Sundays  or  holidays  as  it  was  a  year 
ago.  I  have  been  there  a  great  many  times.  A 
pleasant  park  there  will  raise  the  tone  of  the 
whole  place,  citizens  will  go  there  daily,  and 
strangers  will  enjoy  taking  a  drive  there.  The 
only  argument  advanced  against  West  Rox- 
bury by  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  it  is  the  cost. 
My  colleague  said  he  believed  he  could  get  a 
better  park  by  going  five  or  six  miles  out. 

Mr.  Swift — I  think"!  did  not  say  five  or  six  miles 
out.  The  park  I  referred  to  is  half  a  mile  distant 
from  this  proposed  park. 

Air.  Parkman  — I  know  the  location  he  refers  to. 
The  entrance  ro  the  West  Roxburv  Park  is  three 
miles  from  City  Hall.  The  Bussey  Farm,  to  which 
he  refers,  is  from  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  a 
mile  beyond  that,  which  makes  nearly  four  and  a 
half  or  five  miles  before  you  get  to  that  lana.  It  is  . 
too  far  out,  as  the  population  is  placed  at  present. 
Three  miles  and  a  half  seems  a  long  distance. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  people  of 
Boston  are  accustomed  to  going  out  there  in  the 
evening.  The  Oakland  and  Forest  gardens  are 
at  the  entrance  to  this  park.  So  much  for  the 
matter  of  location.  I  am  somewhat  acquainted 
with  the  suburbs  of  Boston,  and  do  not  know  of 
any  large  tract  of  land  so  convenientlv  situated, 
which  would  make  so  good  a  "park,  and 
reflect  so  much  credit  upon  the  city  as 
this,  that  are  within  the  same  distance 
of  the  centre  of  population.  There  are 
some  pieces  farther  out,  but  that  would  be  too  far 
to  go.    The  only  other  argument  presented  by  the 
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gentleman  from  Ward  10  and  my  colleague  from 
Ward  9  is  the  expense.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
$810,000  for  two  parks  seems  to  be  a  large  sum  of 
money,  and  I  should  have  great  hesitation  in 
voting  for  any  project  of  that  kind  did  I  not  see 
some  of  the  largest  taxpayers  in  Boston,  gentle- 
men whom  I  know  possess  in  their  own  right  and 
represent  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  peti- 
tioning in  1879  to  the  Park  Commissioners,  say- 
ing— 

"The  undersigned  taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton believe  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  action  in 
respect  to  the  proposed  West  Roxbury  Park.  It 
is  believed  that  the  lands  required  therefor  can 
now  be  obtained  at  far  less  prices  than  hereafter, 
as  real  property  is  beginning  to  feel  the  influence 
of  the  revival  which  is  showing  itself  in  all  kinds 
of  business.  It  is  stated  that  about  400  acres  can 
be  obtained  for  about  $900,000,  and  we  think  you 
should  direct  the  attention  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  the  subject,  and  urge  its  immediate  ac- 
tion thereon." 

This  was  last  autumn.  Th;,t  petition  was  signed 
by  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge,  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Na- 
thaniel J.  Bradlee,  Harvey  D.  Parker,  Samuel 
Little,  and  twenty  or  thirty  others  of  the  largest 
taxpayers  in  Boston.  When  the  taxpayers  of  this 
city  affix  their  names  to  such  a  document  as  that, 
we  ought  to  believe  what  we  say,  that  they  are 
ready  to  pay  their  share  of  the  expense.  If  they 
don't  mean  that,  what  do  they  mean  ?  As  I  said 
before,  I  do  not  believe  in  extravagance  in  this 
City  Government,  and  have  opposed  it.  I  do  not 
believe  this  is  an  extravagant  proposition.  I  be- 
lieve in  the  South  Boston  and  West  Roxbury 
parks.  One  requires  a  much  larger  sum  tbau  the 
other.  Now  is  the  time  to  take  both  parcels  of 
land.  I  hope  the  Council  will  consider  not  only 
the  present  situation  of  the  city,  not  only  that  the 


sum  seems  very  large  to  spend,  but  also 
look  towards  the  future,  towards  the  time 
when  this  city  shall  grow  to  be  twice 
as  large  as  it  is  at  present,  for  I  ap- 
prehend that  the  future  growth  of  this  city  is  not 
to  be  doubted.  Look  forward  to  that  time,  and 
legislate  not  only  tor  the  present,  but  for  the 
future.  In  a  matter  of  this  kind  it  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  a  year  or  two  years.  It  is  a  question  of 
fifty  and  a  hundred  years;  for  all  future  gener- 
ations who  shall  inhabit  this  city.  1  hope  gentle- 
men will  not  be  frightened  by  the  bugbear  of 
spending  a  large  sum  of  money  for  a  purpose 
which  will  undoubtedly  bring  great  returns  in  the 
future. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  suggested  that  no 
one  had  made  serious  opposition  to  the  South 
Boston  Park,  and  in  order  to  come  to  some  de- 
cision he  moved  the  previous  question  upon  the 
order. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  objected  to  any  of  the  park 
orders  being  put  through  upon  the  spur  of  the 
previous  question.  He  hoped  the  previous  ques- 
tion would  be  voted  down,  and  then  he  would 
move  to  specially  assign  the  subject  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  would  not  offer  the  mo- 
tion if  anybody  opposed  the  South  Boston  Park- 
He  wanted  to  clear  away  the  whole  ground,  so 
that  each  subject  could  be  considered  upon  its 
merits. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  said  some  weighty  argu- 
ments had  been  advanced.  In  order  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  read  what  had  been  said,  he 
moved  the  Council  adjourn. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  declared  carried. 
Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote  and  a  division 
was  had— 46  for,  the  negative  not  ueing  taken. 
The  Council  was  declared  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    4,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JOBOKS  DRAWN. 

Four  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  October 
term  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Weigher  of  Coal— George  W.  Young.  Con- 
firmed. 

Constable— Elijah  D.  Foss,  in  place  of  Samuel  S. 
Sherman.    Confirmed. 

Inspectors  of  Elections. 

Ward  4,  Precinct  1,  Isaac  Gibbs. 

Ward  18,  Precinct  2,  Frederick  D.  Flagg. 

Ward  18,  Precinct  1,  Thomas  J  Emery. 

Ward  9,  Precinct  4,  James  W.  Robinson. 
In  place,  resrjectively,  of  George  A.  Easter,  James 
C.  Laughton",  John  S".  Winn   and   Seth  Mason,  re- 
signed. 

Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To-  the  Committee  on  Paving.  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  at  corner  of  P  and  First  streets;  W.  R. 
Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  879 
East  Sixth  street  across  said  street,  Ward  14; 
George  A.  Avery,  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
Fairfield  and  Newbury  streets;  W.  H.  Warren, 
for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  at  70 
Baxter  street ;  German  Catholic  Church, 
for  flag  crossing  on  Shawmut  avenue,  in 
front  of  their  building;  petitions  for  edge- 
stones in  front  of  estates  of  Franklin  Ring, 
on  Ware  street;  Timothy  McCarty,  1558  Tremont 
street;  George  W.  Tiixbury,  on  Boston  street; 
Samuel  B.  Pierce,  on  Ware  street;  Harriet  G. 
Emery,  tor  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  at  548 
and  550  East  Fifth  street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  L.  B.  Abbott,  15  Clarence  street;  Margaret  Doo- 
ley,  177  West  Seventh  street;  Alex.  F.  Gilford,  32 
Brook  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  en  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Leopold  Morse,  for  leave  to  construct 
basement  of  his  store  on  South  street  two  feet  De- 
low  grade  twelve. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 
Patrick  Cambell,  old  wooden,  one  horse,  Taylor 
street,  Ward  24,  Neponset;  John  L.  Gardner,  Jr., 
new  brick,  five  horses,  on  unnamed  street  near 
Beaver  street,  and  in  rear  of  Beacon  street,  Ward 
9;  William  Colwell,  old  wooden,  five  cows  and 
five  horses,  on  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Ward  25;  G. 
W.  Hollis,  new  wooden,  ten  horses,  on  North  Bea- 
con street,  Ward  25;  G.  W.  Hollis,  new  wooden, 
two  horses,  corner  Brighton  avenue  and  Market 
streets,  Ward  25;  J.  V.N.  Stultz,  new  wooden, 
three  horses,  Warren  street,  corner  Dunreath 
place,  Ward  21;  Peter  Havey,  new  wooden,  two 
horses,  Dudley  avenue,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Gold  and 
Stock  Telegraph  Company  for  leave  to  attach  tel- 
egraph fixtures  on  the  guard  of  Warren  Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  Kelley,  et  al., 
that  the  sewer  in  Henchman  street  be  rebuilt; 
Stephen  Pember,  for  damages  for  personal  in- 
juries received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in 
South  street,  Sept.  23,  1880;  William  Minot,  trus- 
tee, et  al.,  against  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Holbrook  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Commo7t  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Mary  E.  Palmer,  for  leave  to  remove  a 
tree  from  Bellevue  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. — 
Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  that  tfie  city 
cause  to  be  repaired  the  damages  occasioned  to 
its  grounds  at  the  time  of  the  review  of  the  pro- 
cession on  the  17th  ultimo. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  George  H.  Gay  et 
al.,  for  a  street  lamp  at  junction  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Norfolk  street;  Reuben  Greene  et  al., 
for  street  lamps  on  Dale  avenue,  Roxlmry;  John 
Killian  et  al.,  for  lamps  in  Meriden  6treet,  Ward 
22;  C.  L.  Little  et  al.,  for  street  lamps  on  Summit 
street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  New  York 
&  New  England  Railroad  Company,  for  the  con- 
struction of  Northern  avenue  bridge. 


PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Fourth  report  of  Record  Com  jiissioners.  (Doc. 
9.)    Placed  on  file. 

Annual  report  of  City  Registrar.  (Doc.  110.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  make  provision  at  this  time  for  grading 
East  Chester  park.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  inquire 
whether  the  Water  Board  are  supplying  any  pri- 
vate aqueduct  company  with  water,  ancl  the  au- 
thority for  such  proceeding.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  Boston  Water  Board  to  report  some 
method  for  preventing  the  excessive  waste  of 
water.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Resignation  of  James  J.  Barry  as  First  As- 
sistant Assessor.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Requests  of  School  Committee  for  additional 
primary-school  accommodations  in  the  Lowell 
District;  also  for  the  same  in  the  Dillaway  Dis- 
trict; also  that  the  Wall-street  schoolhouse  be 
repaired.    Referred  in  concurrence. 

SCHOOL    COMMITTEE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
that  vacancies  exist  in  that  body,  caused  by  the 
resignations  of  John  J.  Hayes  and  Henry  W. 
Haynes,  and  proposing  a  convention  on  Oct.  12, 
at  7.30  P.  M.,  tb  fill  said  vacancies.  The  Board 
concurred. 

CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  Moses  P.  Brown  and  others,  con- 
stables, being  presented  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  Thoradike  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  for  the  removal  of 
certain  restrictions  and  reservations  on  their 
land,  and  Ira  Bradley  for  a  reduction  irj  price  of 
land  agreed  to  be  conveyed  to  him  on  East  Ded. 
ham  street.    Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 
The  Abattoir  Fire  Alarm  Whistle. 

The  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  from  the  City  Council 
of  Cambridge  asking  this  city  to  discontinue  the 
use  of  the  steam  fire  whistle  on  the  Brighton  Ab- 
attoir, beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  con- 
ferred with  the  Fire  Commissioners  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  are  informed  that  this  steam  whistle  was 
located  where  it  is  for  the  special  accommodation 
of  members  of  the  department  in  that  vicinity, 
who  must  depend  upon  an  alarm  of  a  gen- 
eral character  for  information  that  their  services 
are  required.  It  is  only  sounded  at  time  of  fire 
and  at  the  meridian  stroke  of  the  bells  daily,  and 
the  committee  consider  that  the  necessity  of  giv- 
ing the  firemen  unmistakable  warning  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  fire  should  not  be  overborne  by  the 
fact  that  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  are  sub- 
jected to  occasional  annoyance  on  account  of 
this  steam  whistle.  The  committee  therefore 
recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw. 

For  the  Committee. 

William  Woolley,  Chairmau. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 
No    Change  in   the   Method   of  Sounding   Fire 
Alarms. 

The  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  order  requesting  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners to  consider  the  expediency  of  chang- 
ing the  present  system  of  striking'alarms  for 
fires,  having  considered  the  subject,  and  consult- 
ed with  the  Fire  Commissioners  with  regard  to  it, 
would  respectfully  report  as  follows:  The  change 
proposed  in  the  order  is,  that  the  first  alarm  for  a 
fire  be  struck  in  the  district  only  in  which  the  tire 
breaks  out,  the  second  alarm  to  include  in  addition, 
two  or  three  districts  adjacent  to  the  fire, 
and  the  third  alarm  to  be  sounded  throughout  the 
city,  as  all  alarms  are  at  present.  The  committee 
are  informed  that  the  clijnge  proposed  is  practi- 
cable, and  could  be  carried  out  without  entailing 
additional  expense,  but  the  precious  time  con- 
sumed by  the  operator  in  locating  the  district 
from  which  the  alarm  is  received,  and  makiug  the 
changes  required  to  isolate  it  entirely,  before 
sounding  it  upon  the  bells,  might  occasion  the 
difference     between       a      small       fire,       extiu- 
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guished  at  its  outbreak,  ana  a  disas- 
trous conflagration;  and  in  the  minds 
of  the  committee  would  far  outweigh  the  annoy- 
ance caused  to  some  of  our  citizen's  by  an  alarm 
sounded  for  a  fire  in  a  distant  part  of  the  city. 
On  the  other  hand,  while  some  complain  of  being 
disturbed  by  the  tire  bells,  others  are  desirous 
of  having-  bells  located  in  their  neighborhood, 
that  they  may  know  when  and  where  a  fire  oc- 
curs. The  V-Call  Force"  of  the  department,  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  city,  and  the  Fire  Patrol 
are,  qf  course,  dependent  upon  the  bells  for 
their  warning,  and  it  always  happens  that  if  a 
tire  bell  is  silenced  or  cut  out  of  a  circuit,  com- 
plaints arise  and  requests  are  made  to  the  Fire 
Commissioners  to  have  it  replaced.  The  commit- 
tee are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  order 
should  not  pass,  believing  it  inexpedient,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  mate  the  changes  therein 
proposed. 

For  the  Committee. 

William  Woolley.  Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Erect  submitted  the  following-  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition,  of 
Annie  M.  Baldwin  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries received  on  Xsw  Seaver  street,  and  J.  E. 
Pratt  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Tremont  street.    Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Minors'  applications  granted — 1  bootblack.  2 
newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

CLERK  HIRE  IK  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  requisitions  from 
the  clerks  of  courts  for  clerk  hire  for  September, 
as  follows: 

Supreme  -Judicial S11S.00 

Superior  Civil  Court 249.07 

Superior  Criminal  Court 257.50 

Ordered  paid. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Tiles  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board  in 
favor  of  granting  petitions  to  occupy  stables  by 
Havward  P.  Hall-.  79  Northampton  street;  Patrick 
McCorniick,  Millett  street,  Ward  24;  J.  F.  How- 
land.  Richmond  street.  Ward  24:  L.  A.Bailey,  new 
wooden,  Corey  street,  Ward  23. 

Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Tiles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers:  In  Henchman  street; 
in  Enfield  street  vWest  Roxbury  \  between  Spring- 
park  street  and  the  bend  in  Enfield  street;  in 
Crawford  street,  westwardly  from  the  end  of  the 
sewer  at  present.    Severally  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday,  Oct.  18, 
at  4  P.  M..  on  proposed  taking  of  lands  of  Cora  L. 
Shaw,  William  Gray  and  others  for  sewer  pur- 
poses.   Passed. 

Orders  for  hearings  en  Monday  next  at  4  P.  M., 
on  the  expediency  of  constructing  sewers  in  East 
Fifth  street,  between  N  and  O  streets,  and  in 
Childs  street  (West  Roxbury),  between  "Lee  and 
South  streets.    Passed. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flvnn,  from  the  Committee  on. 
Streets  on  the"  part  of  the  Board,  submitted 
orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  "by  laving  out  streets  as  follows: 
George  F.  Swain,  $29.  relocation  of  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue, fn  the  vicinitv  of  Canterbury-  and  Harvard 
streets:  William  H.  Gallagher,  $43.50,  ditto:  Mal- 
achi  Lenuon,  $70.50,  ditto:  George  H.  Poor,  trus- 
tee under  the  will  of  Stephen  J.  Bowles,  ditto. 
Severally  passed. 

INVESTIGATION     OF     COMPLAINTS     AGAINST     CON- 
STABLES. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  consisting  of  three  members 
of  this  Board,  to  whom  all  complaints  against 
constables  shall  be  referred,  with  authority  to  in- 
vestigate such  complaints,  to  hear  parties  inter- 
ested and  to  recommend  to  the  Mayor  such  action 
In  each  case  as  said  committee  may  deem  expe- 
dient. Passed,  and  Aldermen  Flynn,  Whitten  and 
Caldwell  were  appointed  said  committee. 


BACK   BAY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  for  the  information  of  the 
City  Council  the  amount  of  money  expended  on 
the  Public  Garden,  on  the  Back  Bay  Park,  and  on 
Commonwealth  avenue,  and  other  streets  and  av- 
enues on  what  is  called  the  Back  Bay. 

Also  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  of 
money  that  will  be  required  to  complete  the  Back 
Bay  Park,  as  laid  out  by  the  Park  Commissioners. 

Also  the  probable  cost  of  completing  Common- 
monwealth  avenue  to  the  Back  Bay  Park. 

Also  the  percentage  of  expenditures  for  new 
streets,  etc.,  gardens'and  park?  for  the  whole  citv 
that  has  been~expended  upon  the  Back  Bav  dis- 
trict, including  the  Public"  Garden. 

Also  to  state  as  nearly  as  possible  what  per- 
centage of  our  population  has  resided  in  what  is 
called'the  Back  Bay  district  during  the  past  ten 
years. 

Also  the  amount  ot  money  that  has  been  appro- 
priated the  present  year  for  streets,  parks  and 
gardens  and  other  improvements  on  the  Back 
Bay  district. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

FANEflL    HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving  in  favor  of  granting  the 
use  of  said  hall  to  Thomas  J.  Tute  et  al.,  on  Oct. 
21,  day  and  evening,  for  a  banquet  to  the  Supreme 
Court'  Independent  Order  of  Foresters.  Ac- 
cepted. 

PAYING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Orders  to  grade  a  portion  of  Xewbury  street, 
between  Hereford  street  and  West  Chester  park, 
estimated  cost  $1500;  to  grade  and  macadamize 
Mt.  Ternon  street,  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
and  pave  the  gutters,  from  Dorchester  avenue  to 
Boston  street.""  Severally  passed. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
John  Lectey  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  his  well  by 
the  grading'of  Western  avenue.    Accepted. 

Report  that  Boston  Catholic  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion have  leave  to  place  signs  at  corner  "of  certain 
streets  in  West  Roxbury  under  the  direction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets.    Accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  Paul 
H.  Kendricken  et  al.  for  crosswalks  at  intersec- 
tion of  Dudley,  Cottage  and  West  Cottage 
streets.    Accepted. 

Orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
John  E.  Goward,  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Norfolk 
street:  John  Gunning,  229  Cabot  street;  David  K. 
Reed,  10  and  IS  Tale  street,  and  W.  Couthouy, 
Wilmont  street;  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  of  James  C.  Tucker,  IS  Mather  street;  M. 
G.  Knight,  30  Perrin  street;  M.  C.  Barney,  34  Per- 
rin  street:  Hannah  Kelly,  380  West  Second  street; 
on  the  westerlv  side  of  Meridian  street,  between 
White  and  Condor  streets;  F  G.  Richards,  17 
Brighton  street,  Charlestown;  J.  W.  Tobey,  165 
Commonwealth  avenue;  Charlotte  A.  Richardson, 
13  Laurel  street;  George  Wheatland,  Jr.,  Marl- 
borough street;  and  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  nf  estates  of  Margaret  E.  Me- 
Sweeney,  7S  Baxter  street;  Mrs.  Anna  Rowland, 
Cumston  place;  Alden  Avery,  Fairfield  and  Xew- 
bury  streets;  Anna  M.  Mayer,  46  Tale  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAY  OF  LAMPLIGHTERS. 

Alderman  Breck,  from  the  Committee  on 
Lamps,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  Oct.  15,  and  until 
otherwise  ordered,  the  pay  of  lighters  of  pub- 
lic lamps  be  established  as  follows: 

Gaslighters  in  the  city  proper,  East  Boston. 
South  Boston  and  Charlestown— at  the  rate  of  1% 
cent  per  lamp  per  night. 

GaslighterS  in  Roxbury.  Dorchester,  Jamaica 
Plain  and  Brighton-  at  the  rate  of  $1.60  per  day. 

Oil-lighters— at  the  rate  of  3Vs  cents  per  lamp 
per  day. 

Passed. 

BRIDGE    TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  Con- 
gress-street bridge  be  closed  against  public  travel 
on  Friday,  Oct.  8th,  instant,  and  remain  closed 
until  the"  repairs  on  the  draw  are  completed. 
Passed. 

TRACKS  IN  LIVERPOOL  STREET. 

Alderman  W«olley  presented  petition  of  E.  B. 
Kennedy  and  179  others,  J.  M.  Shehay  and  131 
others.  B.  Grout  and  133  others,  of  East  Boston. 
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lhat  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  be  directed  to  run 
cars  over  their  track  in  Liverpool  street,  and,  in 
default  thereof,  that  some  other  railroad  be 
granted  the  privilege. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley,  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  with  a  request  to  give 
the  parties  a  hearing. 

COMMEECIAL  STBEET. 

Alderman  'Woolley  presented  the  petition  of 
J.  E.  Silloway  tt  al.,  that  Commercial  street  be 
sprinkled  between   the  South  and  North  ferries. 


Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving,  on   motion  of 
Alderman  Woolley. 

E1LEA.SE  FEOM  TBE  HOUSE  OP  COBHEC'IIOS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
Thomas  F.  Callahan  from  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion, provided  that  he  furnishes  bonds  in  the 
sum  of  $500  for  his  good  behavior  while  on  proba- 
tion.   Accepted. 

Adjournedon  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

iai>CTOBER    7,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey 
N.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence 

Reports  of 'leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions:  Of  Ira  Bradley,  for  a  reduction  in 
price  of  land  conveyed  to  him  on  East  Dedham 
street:  of  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company,  for 
the  removal  of  certain  restrictions  and  reserva- 
tions on  their  land;  of  the  City  Council  of  Cam- 
bridge, for  the  discontinuance  of  the  Brighton 
steam  fire-alarm  whistle. 

Of  J.  E.  Pratt,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
from  au  obstruction  on  Tremont  street,  May  27, 
1880. 

Of  Annie  M.  Baldwin,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  received  on  highwav  of  New  Seaver 
street  June  1, 1880. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  inexpedient  on  the  order  concerning 
a  change  in  the  present  system  i«f  striking  Are 
alarms.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

The  Back  Bay  Improvements. 

Order  for  the  Auditor  to  furnish  information  of 
the  amount  of  money  expended  for  the  Public 
Garden,  the  Back  Bay  Park  and  streets  and  ave- 
nues on  the  Back  Bay,  and  other  information  as 
set  forth  in  said  oraer. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11  moved  to  amend  by 
adding  the  following: 

Also  the  increased  valuation  in  the  Back  Bay 
'District  during  the  time  the  money  has  been  ex- 
pended, and  also  the  amount  levied  upon  the  land- 
holders there  for  assessments  for  betterments. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  question 
was  upon  giving  the  order  as  amended  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  AVard  12—1  find  it  difficult  to 
understand  the  object  of  passing  the  order  passed 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  seems  as  if  the  or- 
ders would  take  up  a  good  deal  of  time  and  cause 
considerable  expense  in  the  Auditor's  depart- 
ment, and  possibly  it  would  be  of  very  little  bene- 
fit to  the  public  if  the  information  t»as  obtained. 
As  this  seems  to  have  come  from  a  single  individ- 
ual and  not  fiom  any  committee,  I  move  that  this 
order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parks  on 
the  part  of  the  Common  Council,  in  order  that 
they  may  see  if  it  is  worth  while  to  pass  such  an 
order,  arid  put  the  city  to  the  expense  of  obtain- 
ing this  information.  It  seems  to  me  an  order  of 
this  kind,  which  nas  a  flavor  of  spite  about  it, 
should  go  to  a  committee  before  passing  upon  it. 
I  do  not  understand  the  scope  of  the  order,  and 
do  not  believe  the  members  of  the  Council  do.  I 
do  not  wish  to  make  any  delay,  and  therefore 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parks  on  the  part  of  this  Council,  who  can  report 
whether  it  is  advisable  to  go  forward. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  do  not  understand  how 
this  order  can  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parks  of  this  Council.  But  beyond  that,  I  do  not 
think  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parks.  As  I  understand,  it  is  simply  an  order  of 
inquiry,  and  it  is  properly  directed  as  it  is.  I  do 
not  think  the  Committee  on  Parks  is  so  appro- 
priate a  committee  to  refer  it  to  for  the  informa- 
tion as  the  department  which  is  already  contem- 
plated in  the  order.  Without  consulting  the 
other  members  of  the  committee,  for  one,  cer- 
tainly, I  should  prefer  that  it  be  not  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Parks. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— I  am  sorry  to  disagree 
with  my  colleaeue  on  the  Committee  on  Parks.  I 
think  it  is  advisable,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  that  this  order  should  go  to  some 
committee.  In  looking  over  the  various  subjects 
spoken  of  in  the  order,  I  think  perhaps  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks  is  the  one  to  which  it  should  go. 
We  may  not  be  able  to  give  a  full  report  at  the 
next  meeting,  but  the  gentleman  who  is  chairman 
of  the  committee,  and  has  just  spoken,  will  call 
the  meeting  at  an  early  day,  I  have  no  doubt,  and 
the  committee  will  give  it  du»  consideration. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — As  I  understand  it, 
there  is  no  technical  objection,  and  no  law  for- 
bidding this  Council  from  referring  matters  to  a 
committee  of  this  body.      The  rule  to  which  the 


gentleman  from  Ward  21  refers  is  in  regard  to 
joint  committees.  The  members  of  the  joint 
committee  from  the  two  branches  cannot  act  sep- 
arately. They  must  sit  as  one  committee.  For 
example:  We  appoint  our  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  a  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary* and  that  committee  meets  as  such,  and 
matters  are  often  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee— that  is  to  say,  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances on  ihe  part  of  the  Common.  Council.  There 
are  other  precedents  which  could  be  cited,  but,  as 
the  gentleman  has  made  other  objections,  I  hope 
they"  will  have  no  weight  with  the  Council. 
I  understand  we  have  the  right  to  refer 
a  matter  to  any  committee  of  our  own  body.  The 
reason  I  did  not  move  to  refer  it  to  the^oint  Com- 
mittee on  Parks  is  because  it  would  have  to  go 
back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  be  concurred 
in, and  as  they  have  already  considered  it,it  is  not 
necessary  to  send  it  back  to  them.  We  can  con- 
sider it  without  any  reference  to  them. 

Mr.Coe  of  Ward  23—  While  considering  this  mat- 
ter 1  think  it  is  worth  while  to  have  the  decision 
of  the  President  upon  the  question  whether  rule 
6  of  the  joint  rules  would  conflict  with  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I  would  ask  for 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair  on  that  point. 

The  President— 1  would  ask  the  gentleman  who 
raised  the  point  if  he  knows  whether  the  question 
has  been  established  in  the  Council  ? 

Mr.  Coe— I  think  the  point  was  raised  last  year 
in  reference  to  a  motion  made  while  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  was  in  the  chair.  He  decided 
that  the  point  of  order  was  well  taken,  or  so  well 
taken  that  perhaps  it  would  not  be  well  to  pass 
the  motion.    I  think  those  were  his  words. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  obliged  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23  for  the  reminiscences,  and  am  de- 
lighted to  find  that  my  decisions  are  kept  in  mind 
by  him  so  faithfully.  The  tact  is  as  he  states,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
state  informally  that  in  consequence  of  the  ques- 
tion being  raised  at  that  time  I  made  quite  an  ex- 
tensive investigation  myself,  and  I  assure  the 
Chair  that  there  are  precedents  for  such  action 
by  the  Council,  and  that  the  wording  of  the  rule, 
as  will  be  seen,  does  not  bear  on  this  particular 
point.     The  rule  is  that — 

"The  representatives  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  City  Conncil  on  joint  committee  shall  not  act 
by  separate  consultations." 

It  will  be  found,  as  is  laid  down  bj  Cushing's 
Manual,  that  refers  to  the  case  ot  members  of  the 
two  branches  undertaking  to  sit  by  themselves 
and  acting  separately,  instead  of  meeting  as  one 
committee.  But,  sir,  the  precedent  on  which  I 
mainly  rely  is  theceseof  our  judiciary  commit- 
tee. We  appoi.it  the  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  on  the  part  ol  the  Common  Coun- 
cil our  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  Tbey  are 
treated  as  a  separate  committee,  are  ordered  to 
do  certain  things,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  they 
do  certain  things.  It  makes  no  difference  if  we 
call  them  by  a  separate  name.  Those  members 
are  deputed  to  do  this  work  as  a  committee.  For 
the  same  reason  the  members  ot  the  Committee 
on  Parks  can  be  deputed  to  do  a  thing  which  in- 
volves only  the  action  of  the  Common  Councii. 
It  merely  amounts  to  their  being  appointed  a 
special  committee  for  the  time  being. 

The  President— i  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  if  in  his  examination  he  has  found  a  case 
where  the  question  was  raised  and  it  has  been  de- 
cided ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— There  are  several  cases  where 
matters  have  been  referred  to  a  committee  on  the 
part  of  this  Council. 

The  President— That  is  not  the  question  I  put. 
I  asked  if  there  is  any  case  where  the  attention 
of  the  Chair  being  called  to  the  question,  it  has 
been  decided. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  know  of  any  such 
case. 

The  President— The  Chair  inquired  carefully  of 
the  Clerk  if  such  a  question  had  ever  been  raised, 
and  is  informed  that  it  has  not.  Not  finding  that 
the  question  has  come  up  before  in  the  proceetl- 
ings  of  the  Council,  it  is  for  the  Chair  to  decide 
it  upon  his  own  construction  of  the  rule.  He  will 
therefore  decide  that  the  motion   is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  now  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee  composed  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Parks  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  hesitate  very  much  to 
oppose  that  disposition  of  the  matter  "in  opposi- 
tion to  the  views  of  my  colleague,  but  1  have  no 
direct  knowledge  as  to  the  object  the  Alderman 
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bad  who  offered  the  order.  The  order  simply 
calls  tor  certain  information  to  be  brought  to 
gether  from  various  parts  or  the  city,  with  a  view 
of  answering  certain  questions  raised  in  the 
order.  It  requests  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  to 
furnish  that  information.  It  seems  to  me,  any 
information  on  those  points  would  have  to  come 
from  the  Auditor's  office,  either  in  a  report  from 
him  or  by  an  examination  of  his  books  by  a  spe- 
cial committee,  and  therefore  the  inquiry  is  prop- 
erly directed  to  the  Auditor.  As  to  the  matter  of 
reference,  I  suppose  it  must  either  be  with  the 
intention  of  getting  the  information  for  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  the  Council,  or  else  it 
must  be  with  a  view  to  consider  and  de- 
termine whether  it  is  proper  for  an  Alder- 
man to  ask  for  this  information.  I  do  not  want 
to  be  put  on  a  committee  to  consider  whether  Al 
derman  Breck  should  ask  for  such  information, 
especially  when  he  is  concurred  in  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  aud  when  it  is  proper  information 
for  him  to  have.  It  would  be  an  extraordinary 
proceeding  to  refer  such  an  order  to  a  committee 
to  say  whether  it  is  best  to  furnish  that  informa- 
tion. In  my  own  opinion,  the  order  is  properly 
directed  and  the  inquiry  can  do  no  harm. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  do  not  see  what  will 
be  gained  by  referring  it  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee or  a  special  committee.  I  presume  the 
committee  would  have  to  go  to  the  auditor  to  get 
the  information.  It  seems  to  me  the  best  way  is 
to  concur. 

Mr.  Greeuough  of  Ward  9—1  move  the  whole 
matter  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  President— The  motion  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Coe — I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  aud  the  ques- 
tion came  upon  giving  tho  order  as  amended  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  noticed  the  effect  of  the  mo- 
tion, which  I  presume  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
23  intended,  but  I  make  the  motion  to  lay  the 
matter  upon  the  table  in  order  that  I  may  have  a 
chance  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  regard  to  one  part 
of  this  order,  which  is  my  main  objection.  There 
was  some  misunderstanding  apparently  on  the 
part  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Boston.  The 
object  I  had  in  referring  the  matter  to  a  com- 
mittee was  to  report  on  the  advisability 
of  getting  this  information.  Of  course 
if  the  information  is  to  be  obtained, 
It  might  as  well  be  had  at  first  hands  as  through 
a  committee.  Certainly,  if  the  Council  wished 
the  information,  I  will  not  oopose  it.  I  was  only 
looking  at  the  great  probaDle  cost  and  bother  in 
getting  it.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  part 
asking  him  to  state  as  nearly  as  practicable  the 
percentage  of  population  in  the  whole  city  which 
has  resided  on  the  Back  Bay.  It  seems  to  me 
that  is  one  of  the  widest  orders  put  in  here  for  a 
long  time.  I  hardly  know  where  the  Auditor  will 
obtain  this  information.  He  has  got  to  find  out 
what  percentage  of  the  population  of  Boston  has 
resided  in  that  indefinite  place  called  the  Back 
Bay  District  for  the  last  ten  years.  It  is  going  to 
make  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  bother  to  go 
over  that  territory,  to  count  up  the  householders 
on  every  street  in  that  part  of  the  city  for  the 
last  ten  years,  and  then  make  a  long  calculation 
in  regard  to  percentage.  The  order  should  be 
considered  by  a  committee  before  it  is  passed. 

The  President— The  orders  have  not  yet  been 
given  their  second  reading,  which  is  now  the 
question. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  lay  the  order  upon  the 
table. 

Declared  carried. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  doubted  the  vote.  The 
Council  was  divided— 37  for,  13  against— and  the 
order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

AUDITOR'S    EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  of  Oct.  1  was  received 
and  sent  up.  Total  appropriations,  $14,739,- 
73(5.08;  expenditures,  $0,212,820.94;  balance  unex- 
pended, $8,526,287.52. 

WATER  SUPPLY  FOR  CAMBRIDGE. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  presented  the  follow- 
ing: 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  1 
Oct.  7,  1880.      ) 

To  the  City  Council— The  city  of  Cambridge 
has  requested  this  Board  to  sell  water  to  that  city 
under  the  provlt-ions  of  the  12Gth  chapter  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  1880,  accepted  by  the 
City  Council  April  23,  entitled,  "An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  acts  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 


city  of  Boston  with  pure  water."  This  Board  re- 
spectfully asks  authority  from  the  Council  to 
make  such  sale. 

Boston  Water  Board, 

By  Leonard  k.  Cutter,  Chairman. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Mr.  Greenough 
offered  an  order — That  the  Boston  Water  Board 
be  empowered  to  sell  water  to  the  city  of  Cam- 
bridge as  provided  by  the  6th  section  of  the  126th 
chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1880,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  acis  for  the  purpose  ot  sup- 
plying the  city  of  Boston  with  pure  water,"  ac- 
cepted by  the  City  Council  April  23,  upon  such 
terms,  and  for  such  times,  as  shall  appear  to  the 
board  to  be  for  the  interest  of  this  city. 

Mr.    Greenough— I   found    the  communication 

fnd  order  upon  my  desk,  accompanied  by  a  note 
rom  the  clerk  of  the  Water  Board,  saying  that 
the  order  had  been  carefully  prepared  by  the 
counsel  for  the  Water  Board  and  City  Clerk,  and 
that  the  board  were  desirous  of  having  the  order 
passed  tonight.  As  is  very  well  known,  the  city 
of  Cambridge  are  very  short  of  water,  and  have 
applied  to  the  Boston  Water  Board  to  help  them 
out  of  the  difficulty,  which  is  simply  temporary, 
and  the  Water  Board  have  asked  permission  to 
do  so.  They  have  verbally  informed  the  city  of 
Cambridge  that  they  would  not  see  them  suffer, 
and  if  that  city  got  hard  up  the  Water  Board 
would  help  them  through.  The  city  of  Cambridge 
has  been  to  the  expense  of  laying  a  large  pipe 
across  Charles  River,  and  all  that  is  needed  is  to 
turn  the  water  on.  The  Water  Board  will  sell 
them  water  at  the  same  rates  it  sells  to  others.  I 
therefore  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed. 
Mr.  Greenough  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC   BUILDINGS— SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doc.  113),  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  and  sent  up: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave 
to  report  that  an  additional  appropriation  for 
school  houses  is  needed  to  cover  the  necessary 
work  on  this  class  of  buildings  for-the  remainder 
of  the  financial  \ear. 

The  occasion  for  this  deficiency  is  partly  due  to 
the  advance  in  prices  both  of  labor  and  material, 
and  the  large  amount  of  work  performed  upon 
buildings,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  repairs, 
that  was  not  anticipated  in  the  original  appro- 
priation. 

The  appropriation  made  up  in  February  last 
did  not  contemplate  so  great  an  advance  as  has 
occurred,  neither  was  it  exnected  that  work  to  so 
large  an  amount  would  have  to  be  performed 
upon  our  school-houses;  the  larger  portion  being 
for  water  closets,  drains,  ventilating  apparatus, 
and  other  sanitary  appliances,  reported  "defective 
by  the  Board  of  Health. 

Much  of  this  work  is  in  an  incomplete  state,  and 
a  portion  remains  to  be  provided  for. 

Following  are  the  amounts,  classified,  expended 
from    the    appropriation    on    the  various  school- 
houses  from  May  1  to  Oct.  1,  1880. 
Appropriation    for    School- 
houses,  Public  Buildings,  for 

the  financial  year  1880-81....  .  8116,000.00 

Expended : 
For     carpentry,     lumber,    and 

hardware $20,309.60 

For  masonry,  paving,  cess- 
pools, vaults  and  drains 18,850.31 

For  painting  and  glazing 12,628.41 

For  whitewashing  and  plaster- 
ing    11,022.57 

For  new  furniture,  repairs  of 
old,  window  shades,  bells  and 

clocks 10.161.03 

For  new  heating  apparatus  aud 

repairs  of  old 9,475.47 

For  gas  fitting  and  plumbing...     6,532.61 
For    roofing,    gutters  and   con- 
ductors      4,164.17 

For  iron  work,  fences,  etc 3,427.62 

For  rents  and  taxes 2,205.66 

For  new  blackboards  and  re- 
pairs of  old 1,686.54 

For  salaries,  printing   and  sta- 

tionem 1,832.70 

For  watering  streets. filling  and 

grading  grounds 787.36 

For  horse  keeping,  shoeing  and 
repairs  of  carriages  and  har- 
nesses          751.57 

For  auction  fee  and  expenses 
attending  the  sale  of  the  Bow- 
ditch  Schoolhouse 528.73 

104,364.35 

Unexpended  battance 811,635.65 
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Included  in  the  sum  $104,364. 34,  as  expended 
to  Oct.  1,  are  the  following  items,  to  which  allu- 
sion has  been  made  as  work  not  anticipated  when 
the  appropriation  was  made  up  in  February  last: 
Eustis-stveet  Schoolhouse,  new  water  clos- 
ets aud  drains,  raising  of  the  building 

and  grading  the  vard g2.500.00 

Gibson  Schoolhouse,  providing  new  water 

closets,  drains  and  cesspools 1,400.00 

Hillside  Schoolhouse,  West  Roxbury,  pro- 
viding new  water  closets  and  drains 700.00 

Allston  Schoolhouse,  Brighton,  new  sewer 
for   the    building   and   connecting   the 

drains 500.00 

Harvard  Primary  Schoolhouse,  providing 

new  water  closets  and  drains 600.00 

Thetford  avenue  Schoo'-house,  new  heat- 

ing  apparatus 1,100.00 

Old  Dorchester  Everett  Schoolhouse,  pro- 
viding new  water  closets  and  drains 1,000.00 

Erankhn-place     Schoolhouse,     providing 

new  ventilating  apparatus 1,200.00 

Lyman   Schoolhouse,   repairs  of  heating 

apparatus 600.00 

Dudley  Schoolhouse,  resetting  and  pack- 
ing the  Boilers 500.00 

Prescott  Schoolhouse,  new  retaining  wall 

and  grading  the  yard 600.00 

Auction  expenses  attending  the  sale  of 

the  Bowditch  schoolhouse,  South  street  5UO.O0 

Sherwin  Schoolhouse,  providing  new  ven- 
tilating apparatus,  new  water  closets 
and  drains 9,000.00 

3. . 

S20.200.00 

Recapitulation. 

Expended  on  ordinary  repairs SS4.164.35 

Expended  on  repairs  and  new  work  not 

contemplated 20,200.00 

Unexpended 11,635.65 

gl  16,000.00 

Your  committee  estimate  as  the  amount  neces- 
sary for  the  expenses  of  the  department  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  balance 
remaining,  the  sum  of  $27,000.  There  are  bal- 
ances due  for  labor  and  material  now  being  fur- 
nished the  Sherwin,  Franklin-place  and  Thetford- 
avenue  schoolhouses,  which,  with  the  contem- 
plated repai"S  on  the  Wall-street  Schoolhouse, 
will  consume  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation. 

The  estimate  of  $27,000  is  to  cover  the  ordinary 
demands  for  repairs  upon  the  174  school  buildings 
that  will  be  made  *or  the  term  of  six  months. 

They  would,  therefore,  respectfully  request  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $27,000. 

For  the  Committee. 

Howard  Clapp,  Chairman. 

SCHOOL   ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction: 

Report  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  provide  accommodations  for  an 
additional  primary  class  in  the  Lowell  District  in 
the  building  now  occupied  for  school  purposes  on 
Bromley  Park.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
"be  requested  to  provide  accommodations  for  one 
grammar  class  in  the  Dilloway  District,  either  in 
the  second  story  of  Cox's  building,  Bartlett 
street,  or  in  that  immediate  vicinity.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

SALARIES. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward,5  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Salaries,  with  an  order — That 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  north 
draw  of  Chelsea  Bridge  (between  Charlestown  and 
Chelsea)  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1000  per  annum; 
the  salary  of  the  Assistant  Superintendent  of  said 
bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $800  per  annum;  the 
said  s  dary  of  the  Superintendent  and  his  Assist- 
ant beginning  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1880,  and 
until  otherwise  ordered,  to  be  paid  monthly,  sub- 
ject to  the  deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  due 
from  such  offices  to  the  city,  to  be  in  full  compen- 
sation of  the  Superintendent  and  Assistant  for 
all  services  performed  for  the  city  of  Boston  in 
the  superintendence  of  said  bridge,  and  in  making 
the  ordinary  repairs  thereon.  Order  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

ADJOURNMENT  FOR  TIVO   WEEKS. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourns,  it  be  to  meet  in  two 
weeks  from  this  date,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Christal — I  think  it  is  evident  to  every  one 
that  this  room  does  not  afford  suflicient  space  for 
the  members  of  this  Council,  aud  that  is  the  rea- 
son I  offer  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 


INDEX   OF  THE   PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  requested  to 
have  the  index  of  the  volume  of  "Proceedings" 
for  the  current  year  prepared  in  the  system 
adopted  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees  for  the  "Gen- 
eral Index"  of  the  preceding  volumes. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  reason  I  offer  the  order  is, 
that  the  Clerk  of  Committees  is  at  the  present 
time  preparing  a  very  elaborate  and  capital  index 
for  all  the  printed  volumes  of  the  proceedings  up 
to  the  present  year.  That  is  done  under  an  order 
passed  some  months  aao.  The  plan  adopted  of 
cross  references  is  much  more  satisfactory  and 
thorough  than  the  one  heretofore  in  use.  As  we 
are  preparing  an  index  at  some  expense,  and  es- 
tablish a  plan,  it  seems  desirable  to  have  the  vol- 
umes hereafter  indexed  after  the  same  system.  I 
fancy  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it.  As  we  have 
laid  out  a  new  system  for  previous  volumes,  we 
may  as  well  keep  it  up  in  the  future. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  the  bill  of  Joseph  R.  Grose, 
§20, for  materials  furnished  the  Fire  Department. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

Sundry  Transfers. 

Orders  for  the  acceptance  of  a  lot  of  land  be- 
longing to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  on 
Huntington  avenue,  and  for  a  transfer  of  $16,875 
from  the  Reserved  fund  to  pay  therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe,  the  rule  was  suspended 

to  enable  him  to  submit  the  following  reports  and 

orders  from  the  Finance  Committee,  so  that  they 

could  save  time  in  making  the  required  roll-call: 

Charlestown  Almshouse. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  re- 
questing a  transfer  of  $3000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  House  of  Industry  for  the  Almshouse, 
Charlestown  District,  would  respectfully  report 
the  accompanying  order  granting  the  request. 

For  the  Committee. 

Henry  F.  Coe. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  House  of  Industry  the  sum  of 
$3000,  to  constitute  a  special  appropriation  for 
the  Almshouse,  Charlestown  District. 

Memorial  of  250th  Anniversary. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  requesting  the  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees to  prepare  and  print  an  account  of  the  cere- 
monies attending  the  250th  anniversary  of  the 
settlement  of  Boston,  would  respectfully  report 
the  same  in  a  new  draft. 

For  the  Committee.  Henry  F.  Coe. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  Committees  be  re- 
quested to  preface  and  have  printed  an  account 
of  the  ceremonies  attending  the  250th  anniversa- 
ry of  the  settlement  of  Boston,  that  2500  copies  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  City  Government,  to  be 
distributed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing;  that  the  expense  be  charged  to  the 
Appropriation  for  Printing,  etc.;  and  that  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized 
to  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  Appro- 
priation for  Printing,  etc.,  the  sum  of  $2500  for 
the  purpose  of  aef  raying  said  expense. 

The  order  for  the  acceptance  of  the  lot  of  land 
on  Huntington  avenue  was  passed. 

The  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserve  fund 
to  pay  for  the  same,  and  the  orders  in  regard  to 
Charlestown  Almshouse  aud  printing  the  me- 
morial volume  of  the  250th  Anniversary,  were 
passed  together  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule- 
yeas  66,  nays  0.  A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr. 
Coe,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost.  Sev- 
erally sent  up. 

South  Boston  and  IVest  Roxbury  Parks. 

Orders  in  a  new  draft,  for  a  loan  of  $110,000 
for  the  purchase  of  laud  and  Hats  for  City  Point 
Park;  and  for  a  loan  of  $800,000  for  the  purchase 
of  land  for  West  Roxbury  Pars.  (CityDoc.No.III.) 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order 
in  regard  to  the  South  Boston  Park. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— The  question  at  the 
time  of  the  adjournment  was  on  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question,  but  inasmuch  as  1  under- 
stand that  there  can  be  no  attempt  made  to  com- 
bine these  two  orders,  therefore,  if  there  is  no  ob- 
jection, I  will  consider  the  motion  on  the  previ- 
ous question  withdrawn.  But  in  regard  to  the 
main  quest  inn,  I  i  ake  n  the  same  rum  lit  ions  exist 
as  prevailed  the  other  evening,  that  the  matter 
will  be  open  to  a  general  discussion  on   this  first 
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order.  On  that  point  I  wish  to  say  a  very  few 
words,  in  one  view  of  the  subject  which  "seems 
to  hare  escaped  the  previous  speakers,  and  that 
is  the  financial  question.  When  this  matter 
came  up  some  months  ago  I  raised  the  question 
as  to  how  the  accounts  were,  and  whether  we 
could  with  prudence  spend  this  money.  And,  sir, 
we  have  in  document  3  a  very  ing"enious  and 
plausible  statement  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  show  that  the  city  is  in  a 
condition  to  bear  this  expense.  I  propose  to 
show  that  this  is  not  true.  Any  one  who  looks  at 
this  document  will  see  that  we"  have  a  borrowing 
power  of  §914,918.  But,  sir,  I  claim  that  this  is 
too  mnch.  We  have  pretty  well  all  agreed  that 
we  will  vote  for  §110,000  for  the  South  Boston 
Park.  Now,  sir,  it  will  require  the  remainder  of 
the  money  which  can  be  borrowed  to  build  a  new 
Court  House.  That  is  a  debt  which  the  city  has 
incurred  just  as  much  as  if  the'  order  had  been 
passed  and  the  treasurer  directed  to  negotiate 
bonds  for  it.  The  Court  House  matter  stands  in 
this  way,  that  unless  the  Board  of  Aldermen  take 
land  for  a  Court  House  within  the  next  forty-five 
days,  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Supreme 
Court  will  do  it.  It  is  a  mere  question  whether 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  the  commissioners 
shall  pick  out  the  lot.  But  the  lot  must  be  picked 
out;  the  Legislature  has  decided  that 
it  shall  be.  When  the  land  is  taken 
by  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  it  is 
perfectly  evident  that  the  owners  will  say  pay  us 
at  once.  If  we  were  buying  the  land  by  agree- 
ment they  might  wait,  but  as  it  is  we  willhave  to 
pay  for  it  when  it  is  taken.  Now,  sir,  it  is  per- 
fectly evident  that  wejhave  only  or  about  §200,000 
which  we  can  safely  use  for  any  purpose.  So 
much  for  that  branch  of  the  subject  which  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  have  forgotten.  .Vow,  sir,  if  you 
turn  to  the  third  page  of  this  report  yuu  will  see 
it  stated  that  there  is  apparently  SI ,164.941.61 
which  can  be  used.  I  wish  the  Council  to  notice 
that  this  sum  is  made  up  by  two  items,  5593.655 
raised  bv  taxation  the  present  year  and  payable 
Dec.  1,  1880,  and  the  other  is  §571,000,  being  the 
estimated  amounts  of  interest  to  be  collected  on 
the  bonds  in  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  leave  out  the  esti- 
mated revenue  from  various  soarces  of  §100,000. 
Those  facts  are  correctly  stated,  I  have 
no  doubt.  What  does  it  mean  ?  It  means 
we  have  practically  got  to  the  end  of 
our  borrowing  power,  except  so  far  as  we  pay  off 
any  debt  in  any  year,  by  putting  money  into  the 
Sinking  Funds, when  we  can  go  on  and  renew  that 
debt.  We  shall  this  year  put  into  the  Sinking 
Fund,  towards  the  payment  of  our  f  oity  odd  mil- 
lions of  debt,  §1,100,000.  That  of  courseleaves  us 
a  margin  on  the  net  debt,  because  the  money  paid 
in  there  goes  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  net 
debt.  Therefore  having  paid  up  a  million  dollars 
by  taxation  this  year,  we  are  in  a  condition  to 
make  that  loan.  Now  i  request  business  men  to 
consider  that  proposition.  Shall  we  have  it  said 
when  we  have  got  up  to  the  extreme  limit  of  our 
loans  and  borrowing  on  a  high  valuation,  and 
when  we  have  raised  money  bj  taxation  to  reduce 
that  debt,  that  we  are  going  to  borrow  money  to 
keep  that  loan  up  to  its  rate?  What  should 
we  say  of  any  business  corporation  which, 
whenever  a  note  became  due,  always  renew- 
ed it  ?  That  is  exactly  what  it  means."  The  five 
hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  and  odd  dol- 
lars are  in  the  tax  levy  this  year  under  the  head  of 
interest  and  premium*.  Besides  that  you  will  find 
in  the  estimates  of  the  Auditor  §1,624,000  for  in- 
terest and  premium.  The  item  I  have  quoted 
stands  under  the  head  of  City  Debt.  In  other 
words,  we  have  to  pay  this  year  §2,217,655  for  in- 
terest and  payments  into  the  Sinking  Fund. 
Now,  sir,  our  whole  amount  to  be  raised  on  real 
and  personal  estate  is  §10,224,000.  In  other  words, 
more  than  one-fifth  of  the  taxes  we  pay  have  to 
be  laid  by  to  pay  off  existing  debt,  yet  we  are  told 
this  is  a  good  time  to  renew  that  debt  and  1-eep 
up  this  perpetual  burden  of  taxation.  Now,  sir, 
without  going  into  the  little  peculiarities  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  those  who  understand  about  Jthe 
finances  of  the  city  know  what  they  are.  JThere 
is  so  much  money  put  in  every  yearto  pay  off  the 
different  loans.  "  As  long  as  the  net  debt  is  as 
large  as  it  is  now,  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible that  less  than  §2,000,000  everv  year 
will  be  required.  There  may  be  a  little 
alleviation  in  paying  off  the  loan.  It  seems  to  me 
the  question  of  the  financial  interests  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  without  regard  to  whether  parks  are 
desirable  or  not,  calls  lor  no  expenditure  to  be 
paid  for  by  loan  which  can  be  possibly  avoided. 


I  have  looked  over  the  Auditor's  account,  and  find 
that  in  the  next  five  years  there  will  be  about 
§5.090,000  of  the  debt  paid  off,  and  if  we  stop  re- 
newing our  loans  we  shall  in  that  time  begin  to 
feel  some  ease  in  the  annual  amount  to  be  raised 
by  taxation.  I  see  myself  no  other  way  in  which 
the  burden  of  taxation  can  be  diminished.  I  see 
no  department  in  which  there  is  any  tendency 
towards  economy,  or  any  measure  by  which  the 
amount  of  taxation  levied  annually  can  be  les- 
sened. Certainly  the  Fire,  Police,  Paving  and 
School  departments,  all  of  which  take  so  much 
money,  show  no  signs  at  present  of  ask- 
ing for  less  sums  in  the  future.  On 
the  other  nana,  I  believe  every  one  knows 
that  our  valuation  is  about  as  high  "as  it  is  safe  to 
put  it  for  years  to  come.  Everybody  believes  the 
Assessors  have  taxed  up  real  estate  as  high  as  it 
will  bear,  and  above  that  in  many  cases.  For 
these  reasons,  although  I  am  willing  to  vote  for 
the  appropriation  for  the  South  Boston  Park, 
which  is  about  the  same  as  a  street  widening,  I 
do  not  think  it  wise  for  us  to  renew  our  debt,  and 
go  in  for  another  §800,000,  which  will  keep  us  up 
to  high-water  mark  for  a  Ions  time.  Beyond  this 
I  have  one  side  issue  to  answer,  which  "is  this — 
it  has  been  talked  about  outside  among  members 
of  this  Council,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  for 
parks  is  going  to  be  a  great  blessing  to  the  poor 
men  of  this  city,  and  that  they  are  going  to  get 
the  benefit  of  the  money.  1  wish  to  call  attention 
to  a  matter  of  record.  When  the  Back 
Bay  Park  was  pushed  through  it  was  stated 
over  and  over  again  that  the  poor  men  were 
to  be  benefited.  I  believe  that  was  pu 
in  the  preamble  of  the  order.  Having  looked  over 
the  volume  of  187S  carefully,  I  can  assure  the 
Council  that  half  a  dozen  speakers  at  least  urged 
that  it  was  to  be  a  charity  and  benefit  to  the  nbor 
workinemen.  I  wish  to  "call  attention  to  a  few 
figures  on  that.  In  1878  the  expenditures  for  that 
object  were  about  §33,000.  In  the  lack  of  any  pos- 
itive evidence,  I  presume  the  bulk  of  that  mouey 
was  paid  to  teamsters  engaged  in  taking  gravel 
from  a  neighboring  hill  and  putting  it  into  the 
Back  Bav.  The  next  year  the  estimates  called  for 
§70,000  for  teams  and  §50,000  for  other  filling. 
They  very  soon  found  that  the  teams  could  not 
compete  with  the  railway,  and  in  that  year  they 
spent  §14,000  for  teams  and  labor,  and  §90,000  on  a 
contract  with  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad. 
This  year  the  appropriation  calls  for  §154,000,  all 
of  which  as  I  understand  will  be  taken  up  by  the 
contract  with  the  railroad.  The  result  in  that 
particular  case,  intended  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  workingmen,  was  tbat  they  got  the  benefit  of 
an  expenditure  of  $50,000  and  the  railroads  got  the 
benefit  of  §250,000. 

A  recess  was  taken  while  a  procession  with  a 
band  of  music  was  passing  along,  after  which  Mr. 
Whitmore  continued — 

I  believe  I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  lest 
the  slight  disturbance  made  by  the  passing  pro- 
cession may  have  obstructed  the  point  I  intended 
to  make,  I  will  repeat  that  in  regard  to  the  Back 
Bay  filling,  intended  to  benefit  poor  workingmen, 
the  men  who  own  teams  and  were  expected  to 
do  the  work  of  filling,  that  they  secured  §50,000 
while  the  railroad  got  §250,000.  In  regard  to  this 
West  Epxbury  Park,  I  think  it  is  perfectly  safe 
to  say  that  every  dollar  of  the  §850,000  will  go  to 
the  owners  of  the  land.  In  the  second 
place,  so  far  as  it  is  intended  to  lay 
out  the  park  and  do  anything  there, 
the  main  demand  for  labor  will  be  for  skilled  gar- 
deners and  persons  of  that  class,  and  the  benefit 
to  the  workingman,  in  the  small  amount  of  labor 
given  out,  is  infinitesimal;  whereas  every  working- 
man  in  this  city  feels  the  pressure  of  taxation  by 
the  higher  cost  of  living  that  he  has  to  pay  in  his 
rents  and  everything  he  purchases.  This  repre- 
sents a  good  "deal  more  money  than  would  be 
represented  by  any  possible  benefit  to  the  work- 
ing people  bv  "the  park.  As  for  the  idea  that  the 
workingmen"  of  this  city  desire  this  park  for 
recreation,  I  will  only  state  it  as  a  syllogism,  that 
so  far  as  my  constituents  are  coucerned,  when 
the  workingman  has  anything  to  do  he  w.ont  go 
there,  and  when  he  has  nothing  to  do  he  cannot 
afford  it.  |I  venture  to  say  that  very  few  working- 
men  will  be  found  there.  It  will  be  a  benefit  to 
people  who  like  to  drive  and  can  go  there  in  car- 
riages, but  the  workingmen  from  the  North 
End,  from  Charleston  and  East  Boston  will 
constitute  the  smallest  percentage  of  those  who 
go  to  the  park.  For  these  reasons,  and  with  the 
economical  view,  I  shall  feel  constrained  to  vote 
against  the  order  for  the  West  Eoxbury  Park. 
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Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  think  it  is  time  when 
the  men  who  do  not  talk  iu  this  Council  should 
say  something.  This  is  the  most  important  order 
we  nave  had  before  this  Council  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  it.  We  are  called  upon  to  spend 
$800.0:>0  for  the  West  Roxbury  Park  and  §110,000 
for  the  South  Boston  Park.  Now,  can  we  afford 
it  ?  I  take  the  ground  that  we  canDOt.  I  have 
gone  into  this  thing  in  a  little  different  shape 
from  anybody  else,  and  will  try  to  show  this  Coun- 
cil, if  possible,  that  we  cannot  afford  it. 

Bv  these  orders  we  are  asked  to  appropriate 
§800,000  for  the  West  Roxbury  Park  and  §110,000 
tor  South  Boston  Point,  and  by  the  showing  of 
your  Finance  Committee  you  have  the  legal  right 
to  borrow  just  thar  amount,  and  they  also  show 
you  by  estimates  how  much  you  will  be  able  to 
borrow  at  the  end  of  this  financial  year.  Now  I 
don'^  know  any  better  way  ro  treat  "the  financial 
affairs  of  our  city  than  by  "assuming  this  position. 
We  have  the  right  to  borrow  §91-1,000  and  no  more. 
We  have  no  right  to  presume  upon  anything,  and 
at  this  time  we  have  no  right  to  authorize  our 
townsmen  to  borrow  one  dollar  above  that  amount 
for  any  purpose  except  for  water.  Now  the  ques- 
tion comes,  Has  the  time  arrived  when  it  is  a  good 
policy  to  borrow  the  last  dollar  we  are  able  to  sind 
and  put  in  §800,000  into  a  purchase  of  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  that  "are  valued  by  our  As- 
sessors at  about  §550,000  ?  Are  we  ready 
to  throw  away  §250,000  which  will  go  into 
the  pockets  of  the  owners  of  this  land? 
I  say  that  we  have  no  right  to  manage  trust  funds 
in  that  way,  and  no  man,  no  corporation  that  is 
in  good  credit,  and  wishes  to  stand  in  good 
credit  in  the  future,  will  ever  part  with  their 
money  on  any  such  showing  as  this. 

I  contend  that  a  large  city  like  this  should  keep 
themselves  in  a  condition  to  be  able  to  borrow 
a  large  sum  of  money  at  any  time  when  their  ne- 
cessities are  such  that  they  must  do  it  to  meet 
their  obligations.  This  park  scheme  is  not  a  neces- 
sity; it  is  a  luxury.    Can  we  afford  to  have  it? 

Look  at  the  cost.  Four  per  cent,  interest  on 
§800,000  will  be  §32.000;  loss  of  taxes  on  §550.000, 
$8360.  This  makes  a  loss  of  §40,360.  Forty  thou- 
sand dollars  which  will  have  to  be  put  in  your 
tax  levy  every  year;  and  you  may  rest  assured, 
when  we  have  bought  andpaid  for  this  land  the 
cost  of  the  land  is  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket  com- 
pared with  the  expense  of  keeping  it.  You  will 
be  asked  to  appropriate  not  less  than  §100,000 
every  year  for  the  care  of  this  park.  Then  you 
will  have  a  yearly  expense  of  §110,000  which  you 
have  not  got  today,  and  have  paid  §250,000  more 
than  a  fair  market  price  for  it. 

Now,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
cil, I  contend,  no  matter  what  our  legal  rights 
may  be,  we  have  no  moral  right  to  adopt  any 
course  of  action  that  will  DUt  our  city  in  any  such 
condition.  For,  in  the  minds  of  a  large  number 
of  our  citizens,  the  question  is  asked,  Do  we 
need  four  hundred  acres  of  land  for  a  park 
in  any  one  place?  And  the  answer  comes, 
No;  we  do  not  want  large  parks.  We  are  not  sit- 
uated like  the  other  large  cities;  our  suburban 
towns  in  every  direction,  drive  which  way  you 
will,  are  a  succession  of  parks,  not  equalled  in 
this  country.  Within  this  last  week  I  had  a  con- 
versation with  a  gentleman  that  has  travelled 
and  is  very  familiar  with  all  the  towns  in  Ens- 
land,  who  said  to  me,  "We  have  nothing  in  all 
England  superior  to  your  towns  about  Boston." 
Now    what   have    we     already    got    for    parks? 

First  and  foremost,  Boston  Common,  contain- 
ing about  fifty  acres,  and  up  to  this  time  we  have 
never  had  any  celebration  in  Boston  that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  accommodate  all  that  have  come, 
citizens  or  strangers,  upon  this  beautiful  spot, 
only  one-eighth  as  large  as  the  proposed  park  in 
West  Roxbury. 

Next  in  order  the  Public  Garden,  with  about 
twenty-five  acres,  and  we  have  never  seen  that  so 
crowded  that  we  could  not  have  put  double  the 
number  of  people  upon  it.  Then  comes  our  new 
park  on  the  Back  Bay,  106  acres. 

Then  we  have  a  large  number  of  small  parks 
that  are  located  in  the  midst  of  thickly-settled 
neighborhoods,  ranging  in  size  from  a  few  thou- 
sand square  feet  to  ten  acres,  and  these  small 
parks  are  of  more  benefit  to  our  citizens  than  anv 
one  large  uark  can  possibly  be.  My  opinion  is 
that  if  we  are  to  expend  any  money  for  parks  we 
should  do  it  for  the  benefit  of  our  city,  rather 
than  in  the  interest  of  real  estate  holders  in  anv 
particular  locality.  If  I  could  have  my  say  in  the 
matter  of  parks  it  would  be  this: 

First— Be  sure  that  we  are  able  to   have  them 


and  the  money  to  pay  for  them  on  hand  and  raised 
by  taxation. 

Second— Have  it  fully  understood  that  the  city 
of  Boston  will  not  pay  for  any  land  for  parks  one 
cent  above  the  Assessors'  valuation,  and  in  no 
case  establish  a  park  of  more  than  150  acres. 
I  would  make  it  the  policy  of  the  city  to 
establish  parks  of  from  one  to  ten  acres  in  all 
parts  of  the  city,  and  I  would  commence  in  the 
very  poorest  neighborhoods  to  do  it,  and  I  would 
make  them  just  as  handsome  as  our  Public  Gar- 
den. Having  do'ne  this,  then  turn  our  attention 
to  the  outlying  wards,  which  today  have  no  wants 
for  a  park." 

We  establish  parks  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
our  citizens  a  place  to  go  for  recreation  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  general  health  of  the  people  and 
for  light  and  air.  Now  in  this  very  vicinity  where 
we  propose  to  establish  this  park  we  already  own 
the  Austin  Farm,  containing  50  acres.  We  own 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  containing  100  acres.  Then 
comes  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  with  185  acres  en- 
closed and  45  acres  not  enclosed.  Then  conies 
Harvard  College,  with  its  Bussey  Woods  prop- 
erty, and  containing  more  than  100  acres;  these 
altogether  making  nearly  500  acres  that  are  to  be 
forever  kept  open  for  light  and  air  and  for  the 
use  of  the  public.  Now,  do  we  want  4f'0  acres 
more?  I  say  we  do  not  want  it  at  the  price 
proposed  to"  pay  for  it  or  at  any  price. 
We  have  this  year  assessed  a  tax  uponour  citi- 
zens of  §15.20  "per  §1000.  Are  we,  in  the  face  of 
this  large  tax,  to  borrow  §610,000  to  pay  for  a 
luxury  that  will  add  §140,000  to  your  tax  levy 
every  year?  Npw,  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  I 
hope  and  trust,  when  this  vote  is  taken,  I  shall 
find  48  gentlemen  voting  against  it  instead  of 
H  ting  for  it.  I  have  taken  great  pains, 
within  the  last  month,  to  talk  with  busi- 
ness men  on  this  matter,  and  even  those 
in  favor  of  it  say  you  cannot  afford  to  do 
anything  about  parks  this  year.  The  only  parties 
that  favor  this  being  done  now  are  residents  of 
Wards  21,  23  and  24*.  and  real-estate  owners  in 
this  particular  locality.  lam  not  ready  to  vote 
the  cirv's  money  to  benefit  any  particular  class. 
Now.  to  show  you  the  cost  per"  acre  of  maintain- 
ing this  part:  I  find  the  cost  -  for  care  of 
the  Common  for  the  last  financial  year 
was  §296  per  acre,  and  for  the  previous 
year  it  cost  §420  per  acre.  The  Cemmon, 
you  must  remember,  has  only  fifty  acres. 
this  new  park,  400  acres,  and  take  the  lowest- 
cost  year  we  have  had  for  a  long  time,  and  your 
new  park  on  the  same  basis  will  cost  for  "care 
§120,000,  and  for  loss  of  interest  and  taxes  §40,000, 
making  a  cost  of  §160,000  per  year.  Can  we  afford 
to  appropriate  this  money  ?   No,  sir.  we  cannot. 

Then  there  is  another  question  which  1  have  n't 
touched  upon  here,  and  that  is  the  valuation.  I 
do  not  suppose  there  is  a  business  man  in  this 
Council  will  say,  that  outside  of  the  business 
wards,  that  the  property  will  sell  for  seventv-five 
cents  on  a  dollar  of  the  valuation  of  the  Assess- 
ors. Now  then  the  city  is  asked  to  buy  a  piece 
of  property  valued  at  $50,000  one  year  and  §65,000 
another  year,  in  South  Boston,  and  we  are  invited 
to  pay  §{'rt.000  for  it.  Would  I  vote  to  do  that? 
Would  I  vote  to  pay  §110,000  for  property  valued 
at  »6.;,O0«v?  Not  much.  No  man  in  his  senses 
would  do  it  himself,  and  no  man  in  his  senses  will 
vote  to  give  the  commissioners  the  right  to  do  it. 
Then  out  in  West  Roxburvitis  proposed  to  give 
0  for  what  is  valued  at  $550,000.  Are"yor. 
going  to  stand  up  here  and  do  this  ?  I  hope  you 
will  never  get  a  vote  in  this  Council  topaybne 
cent  above  the  valuation  of  this  land. 

In  closing,  allow  me  to  quote  a  sentence  from 
the  Auditor's  report  <>:     • "     i 

"The  city  of  Boston  is  now  sufficiently  bur- 
dened with"  debt,  less  the  means  to  pay  fbr  the 
same,  to  deter  any  City  Council  from  increasing 
it  unless  a  case  of  real  emergencv  should  arise 
requiring  it." 

Has  such  an  emergency  arisen?  I  don't  think 
it  has.  Let  it  be  said  of  the  Council  of  1SS0  that  they 
have  not  inauguratca  any  scheme  by  which  the 
present  debt  or  the  high  rate  of  taxation  will  be 
increased. 

Mr.  Blakemore  of  Ward  23 — I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1<  that  this  question  de- 
mands that  those  who  don't  often  speak  should 
have  something  to  say.  i  know  the  Council  do 
r>ot  want  to  hear  a  long  speech,  and  if  they  will 
bear  with  me  I  will  not  trouble  them  withoiie. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  occupy  the    time    of   the 
Council  in  advocating  parks  for  the  cit 
ton— th€    people   are   in    favor  of  them  and  so  is 
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this  Council;  the  only  question  seems  to  he  the 
particular  parks  proposed  in  che  orders  from  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  the  desirability  and  wis- 
dom of  buying  these  parcels  of  land  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  these  orders, and  I  do  not  believe  that  a  majori- 
ty of  the  citizens  and  taxpayers  of  Boston  coin- 
cide with  the  gentlen  an  from  Ward  10  in  his  op- 
position. That  gentleman  informs  the  Council 
that  at  the  time  the  park  act  was  adopted  the 
people  voted  simply  to  accept  the  act,  and  not  to 
appropriate  money.  The  park  act  did  not  make 
any  appropriation,  but  it  prepared  the  way  for 
large  appropriations  of  money;  and  the  people 
understood  when  they  accepted  this  act  that  it 
was  to  enahle  the  city  to  have  parks,  and  they 
also  knew  that  there  could  be  no  parks  without 
an  appropriation;  they  understood  that  the  ac- 
ceptance of  this  act  practically  committed  the 
city  to  large  expenditures  for  park  purposes, 
or  it  did  not  mean  anything.  The  people  are 
in  favor  of  these  parks,  without  any  manner 
of  doubt.  The  gentleman  irom  Ward  10  says 
that  any  one  can  see  that  this  West  Roxbury 
territory  will  be  available  at  any  time  for  five  or 
six  years,  and  ttiat  there  is  no  demand  for  land  in 
that  vicinity.  And  he  tells  us  that  he  has  ex- 
amined for  himself.  This  is  commendable;  and 
if  the  gentleman  is  qualified  to  judge  in  such 
matters,  his  opinion  is  of  value.  But  I  fear  he  is 
not  a  good  judge,  for  the  fact  is,  that  negotia- 
tions are  now  in  progress,  waiting  the  action  of 
the  City  Council,  for  the  sale  of  some  of  the 
larger  parcels  of  land  in  the  proposed  park  ter- 
ritory, which  are  wanted  for  building  pur- 
poses. The  gentleman  says  there  are  other 
localities  equally  available;  it  is  encumbent 
upon  the  gentleman  to  say  where  they  are. 
I  know  of  none  such,  and  feel  confident  that  there 
is  no  tract  of  land  within  the  limits  of  the  city  so 
well  adapted  in  all  respects  for  park  pur- 
poses as  the  proposed  territory.  I  know 
there  is  not.  The  gentleman  then  attacks 
the  Assessors  for  their  valuation  of  the 
city.  I  believe  these  gentlemen  understand 
their  business,  if  they  do  not  we  are  to  blame,  we 
placed  them  there;  the  gentleman  should  see  to  it 
another  year,  that  men  are  put  in  their  places 
who  do  understand  the  business  of  valuing  prop- 
erty. Tlie  recent  sales  hy  auction  of  property 
owned  by  the  city  at  less  than  the  valuation,  does 
not  to  my  mind  establish  "he  real  value  of  the 
property  sold,  it  only  shows  that  there  is  not  a 
healthy  demand  for  that  class  of  prop- 
erty, and  its  value  should  not  be  gov- 
erned, as  much  property  is,  by  the  laws 
of  demand,  but  the  Assessors  do  understand  their 
business,  and  need  no  defence.  The  gentleman 
alludes  to  parks  in  other  cities;  he  tells  us  that 
New  York  requires  a  park  from  its  position.  I 
do  not  understand  why  New  York  requires  a  park 
more  than  Boston  or  any  other  city.  But  the 
gentleman  has  found  one  park  which  is  a  curse 
to  the  city  that  is  its  unfortunate  possessor — 
Prospect  Park  in  Brooklyn.  I  had  always  sup- 
posed that  parks  were  blessings  —  invariably 
blessings — aud  I  must  confess  I  was  troubled  at 
the  gentleman's  statement;  but  I  had  friends  in 
Brooklyn,  and  I  immediately  appealed  to  them 
for  the  cause  of  such  an  unnatural  state  of  affairs 
in  their  city.  These  friends  of  mine  are  gentlemen 
of  first-class  reputation  and  are  heavy  taxpayers 
in  Brooklyn,  and  they  tell  me  that  all  citizens 
consider  the  park  a  great  advantage.  One  of  my 
friends  took  the  trouble  to  communicate  with  a 
gentleman  who  probably  knows  more  about  the 
Brooklyn  parks  than  any  one  else,  and  has  sent 
me  a  copy  of  that  gentleman's  reply  to  his  com- 
munication, which  1  will  read. 

"I  am  quite  sure  you  are  fully  competent  to  de- 
cide whether  Prospect  Park  is  regarded  by  any 
considerable  number  of  people  in  this  city  as  a 
nuisance.  If  the  statements  of  some  gentlemen 
high  in  politics  in  Brooklyn  would  stand  the  light 
of  investigation,  they  might  demoralize  the  whole 
city  of  Boston  on  the  park  question. 

"My  own  well  digested  opinion  is  that  Brooklyn, 
outside  of  securing  its  water  supply,  has  never 
made  so  substantial  an  investment  as  its  park,  and 
that  long  before  the  bonds  incurred  for  its  pur- 
chase and  adornment  will  have  matured,  the  ben- 
efit honestly  credited  as  resulting  from  the  park 
will  offset  twice  over,  as  it  has  done  in  New  York, 
the  money  expended.  What  would  Brooklyn  be 
without  its  park  and  drive  to  the  ocean, alongside 
of  the  great  attractions  of  New  York  city  ?  You 
know  our  commission  is  not  popular  with  the  pol- 
iticians; but  all  our  expenses  are    but   a   smail 


part  of  the  sum  f  pent  per  acre  on  Central  and 
other  large  parks.  A  park  wisely  located,  and 
designed  to  benefit  the  city  at  large  and  meet  the 
requirements  for  driving  and  recreation  of  the 
people,  liberally  maintained,  cannot  fail  to  prove 
a  wise  provision  in  the  future.  I  should  be  glad 
to  give  your  friend  some  points,  and  urge  him 
not  to  be  an  obstructionist." 

I  would  state  in  this  connection  that  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  have  an  interview  this  morning  with 
a  gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission in  Brooklyn.  I  went  to  see  him  to  get  a 
little  more  information  on  this  matter.  Brooklyn 
has  expended  a  great  deal  of  money  on  its  park. 
They  paid  four  millions  of  dollars  for  500  acres  of 
land,  and  have  expended  five  millions  in  laying  it 
out.  This  is  a  large  amount  of  money.  Notwith- 
standing this  fact,  this  gentleman  informed  me 
this  morning  that  he  believed,  if  it  was  put  to  a 
vote  of  the  people  of  Brooklyn  today,  they  would 
refuse  to  abolish  their  parks  and  go  back  to  the 
time  when  they  had  no  parks,  by  a  vote  of  50  to  1. 
He  stated  that  there  were  certain  chronic  grum- 
blers in  that  city,  as  in  all  cities,  who  attribute  to 
the  park  all  the  misfortunes  which  have  befallen 
them  and  their  friends.  They  attributed  to  parks 
the  reduction  in  value  of  real  estate  which  has 
taken  place  in  Brooklyn  as  well  as  in  Boston  and 
other  parts  of  the  country. 

And  from  the  same  causes — 

No,  gentlemen,  parks  are  never  a  -eurse,  but  al- 
ways a  blessing  to  that  city  which  is  so  fortunate 
as  to  possess  them.  Gentlemen  who  livfr 
in  the  suburban  wards  have  seen  this 
time  and  again.  The  gentleman  fails  to  see 
economy  in  offering  §800,000  for  land  that  is  as- 
sessed at  less  than  $000,000;  has  anv  one  ottered 
$800,000  for  this  territory  ?  have  the  Park 
Commissioners?  has  the  City  Council?  or 
do  they  propose  to  do  it?  Such  state- 
ments as  these  imply  a  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Park  Commissioners.  Does  the 
gentleman  think  that  the  Commissioners  will  pay 
one  dollar  more  for  this  land  than  it  is  worth? 
If  he  does,  he  does  not  know  them.  If  the  land  is 
worth  only  its  valuation,  or  less,  you  may  rely 
upon  if  that  is  all  they  will  pay.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  thinks  he  will  vote  for  the  South 
Boston  Park,  because  it  is  an  economical  invest- 
ment as  compared  with  the  West  Roxbury  Park. 
I  am  in  favor  of  the  South  Boston  Park  for  some 
of  the  reasons  stated  by  the  gentleman,  but  not 
because  it  is  so  very  economical,  for  it  is  not.  It 
will  cost  more  to  put  the  forty  acres  in  the  pro- 
posed South  Boston  Park  in  order  for  the  public 
than  ought  to  be  expended  on  the  West  Roxbury 
Park  lands  for  ten  years  to  come.  These  lands  are 
now  ready  for  the  people,  without  one  dollar  of 
expenditure  in  preparation,  and  I  hope  the  time 
will  never  come  when  the  woods  and  groves  and 
fields  of  this  fair  territory  will  be  so  adorned  and 
beautified  as  to  make  restrictions  to  perfect  free- 
dom necessary.  Suppose  we  should  decide  to 
have  the  City  Point  Park  and  the  Charles  River 
embankment,  and  not  the  West  Roxbury  Park, 
should  we  have  a  part,  or  even  a  decent  substi- 
tute for  a  park ?  I  do  not  think  we  would;  and  I 
am  sure  that  the  poor  people  of  Boston  would  not 
be  benefited  to  any  great  extent.  They  would 
only  be  repetitions  of  our  Common  and  Public  Gar- 
den—beautiful, but  not  parks  for  the  people,  or  in 
any  sense  supplying  the  place  of  parks.  The  city 
of  Ba'timore  has  my  ideal  of  a  park — large  enough 
and  free  enough  for  a  dozen  picnics  at  once. 

I  believe  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  that 
the  parks  should  be  for  people  of  moderate  means 
—■poor  people,  who  do  not  own  a  carriage  in  which 
they  can  ride  and  view  the  surburban  beauties  of 
our  city  with  comfort — and  the  suburbs  are  beau- 
tiful, no  city  can  excel  Boston  in  this  particular — 
and  the  gentleman  considers  these  a  good  substi- 
tute for  a  park.  I  do  not  think  so;  but  because 
we  have  these  beautiful  suburbs  I  am  in  favor  of 
securing  a  portion  of  them  for  the  people  forever. 

What  narticular  satisfaction  can  it  be  for  a 
poor  maii  who,  with  his  famil> ,  is  walking  along 
the  dusty  roads  of  our  suburbs,  in  a  burning  sun, 
looking  in  vain  for  some  shaded  spot  where  they 
may  be  permitted  to  sit  down  upon  the  grass,  eat 
their  lunch  perhaps,  and  obtain  much  needed 
rest?  To  be  sure,  he  can  look  into  the  beautiful 
estates  on  the  right  and  on  the  left;  but  he  can- 
not enter,  for  then  he  becomes  a  trespasser. 
What  can  these  people  do?  They  look  to  you, 
gentlemen,  to  provide  them  with  a  place  upon 
which  the  poorest  of  them  can  enter  and  feel 
this  is  mine;  here  my  rights  and  privileges  are 
equal  to  any.    I  will   not  discuss    the   financial 
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aspects  of  this  question.  I  will  leave  that  with 
The  committee  who  repoited  these  orders.  I 
-IJ.OW  the  people  want  a  park,  and  they  want  the 
W  est  Roxbury  Park;  and  I  believe  it  they  were 
permitted  to  vote  upon  the  question  they  would 
by  a  large  majority  favor  their  establishment 
now. 

Other  schemes  for  public  expenditure  are  hav- 
ing their  influence  apon  the  judgment  of  gentle- 
men in  this  matter  of  parks;  but  there  is  no  con- 
templated public  improvement  so  desirable  or  of 
so  much  importance,  or  that  will  prove  so  great  a 
blessing  to  present  and  future  generations  as 
these  proposed  parks. 

Mr.  Tucker  of  Ward  14— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  18  has  alluded  to  the  valuation  of  the  lands 
at  South  Boston  being  $65,000.  I  have  no  doubt 
he  intended  to  be  accurate.  The  tact  is,  the  val- 
uation is  $89,000,  and  this  increased  valuation 
over  that  of  last  year  is  not  confined  to  the  lands 
to  be  taken  for  a  park.  It  is  quite  general  with 
the  lands  at  City  Point.  It  is  the  result  of  quite 
an  active  demand  for  land  in  that  neighborhood, 
brought  about  by  the  tendency  of  people  to  seek 
for  amusements'in  the  summer  time  in  the  open- 
air  gardens  and  theatres  which  have  been  estab- 
lished there,  and  by  the  management  of  the  horse- 
railroad  corporation  which  provides  two  concerts 
a  week.  The  crowds  drawn  there  in  this  way 
have  made  a  great  demand  for  land  for  saloon 
purposes.  In  lact,  the  only  sales  of  land  made 
there  within  a  short  time  have  sold  for 
much  more  than  the  Assessors'  valuation.  I 
know  that  property  in  the  city  proper  has 
sold  for  less  than  the  assessed  valuation.  But  it 
does  not  seem  likely  that  gentlemen  who  do  not 
desire  to  sell  their  property  will  consent  to  trans- 
fer it  to  the  city  for  its  assessed  .valuation.  It 
does  not  seem  that  a  gentleman  who  has  estab- 
lished his  residence  there,  who  has  a  studio,  large 
and  expensively  laid-out  grounds,  bathhouse, 
etc.,  will  be  likely  to  sell  it  for  the  assessed  valua- 
tion. It  seems  to  me  that  the  sum  named  by  the 
committee,  about  twenty  per  cent,  more  than  the 
valuation,  is  much  less  than  the  property  owners 
have  asked  for  it,  and  it  Is  quite  safe  to  vote  the 
amount  and  leave  the  Park  Commissioners  to  get 
the  land  at  the  best  bargain  they  can. 

Mr.  Bigelow  ot  Ward  25  moved  the  previous 
question.  Mr.  Pratt  objected  to  the  main  ques- 
tion, and  hoped  Mr.  Bigelow  would  not  insist. 
Several  others  desired  to  be  heard,  and  he  wished 
five  or  ten  minutes  to  answer  arguments  brought 
forth. 

Mr.  Hart  and  Mr.  Wheeler  both  opposed  the 
call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore  felt  some  curiosity  to  know  the 
cause  of  the  opposition  to  the  previous  question 
In  this  particular  order,  as  he  could  not  see  any 
connection  between  it  and  the  other  one. 

Mr.  Perkins  desired  everybody  to  speak  who 
wished,  and  it  was  rather  unfair  to  order  the 
main  question. 

Mr.  Pratt  replied  to  M<r.  Whitmore,  saying  that 
gentleman  had  stated  what  was  not  true  in  say- 
ing no  one  had  opposed  the  South  Boston  Park. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  was  not  in  the  room  when 
Mr.  Hart  made  his  remarks.  He  should  oppose 
the  main  question  if  any  one  desired  to  speak 
against  the  South  Boston  Park. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  said  he  supposed  the 
Council  had  heard  enough  discussion  on  this 
subject.  If  they  wanted  to  sit  there  and  talk 
all  night  he  was  willing,  and  would  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore  renewed  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  saying  he  would  withdraw  it  if 
any  one  desired  to  speak  against  the  South  Bos- 
ton Park. 

Mr.  Williams  [desired  to  present  some  facts 
which  applied  equally  to  both  parks,  and  Mr. 
Whitmore  accordingly  withdrew  the  motion  foT 
the  previous  questiou. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— One  point  has  been 
alluded  to,  although  I  do  not  think  it  has  been 
brought  forward  as  prominently  as  it  ought  to  be 
in  ithe  discussion  of  this  measure  that  is,  the 
statement  in  the  Finance  Committee  which 
serves  as  the  foundation  for  the  whole 
amount  we  can  spend;  their  statement  of 
the  valuation  of  the  city  May  1,  1880. 
A  number  of  vague  statements  have  been 
made  that  the  valuation  is  excessive.  I  took  a 
little  trouble  in  the  last  day  or  two  to  ask  a  few 
people  about  that,  and  found  in  every  case  except 
one  that  these  statements  showed  that  the 
valuation  of  the  city  as  given  by  the  Assessors  is 
excessive.    That  is  to  say,  it  is  greater  than  the 


property  would  bring  at  public  or  private  sale, 
and  it  was  greater  than  the  income  from  the  prop- 
erty warranted.  To  come  to  some  more  definite 
figures;  the  city  has  recently  sold  various  lots  of 
its  own  public  lands,  one  of  which  serves 
as  well  for  the  purpose  of  illustration  as  an- 
other: The  lot  at  the  corner  of  Pleasant  street 
and  Columbus  avenue  sold  for  §3.75  a  foot,  where 
it  stand  on  the  Assessors'  book  at  $5  a  loot.  Some 
land  was  sold  a  little  while  ago  on  Washington 
street,  near  Chester  square,  for  $1.90  a  foot, 
which  is  assessed  at  the  rate  of  $2.25  a  foot. 
The  same  thing  applies  not  only  to  that 
portion  of  the  city,  but  all  over  the  city,  and  not 
only  for  public  sales  and  auctions,  which  might 
be  considered  forced  sales,  but  also  private  sales 
of  property  cannot  be  made  at  the  point  on  which 
the  land  stands  on  the  Assessors'  books.  A  sale 
was  reported  to  me  the  other  day  on  Mt.  Vernon 
street  at  $14,000,  where  the  estate  was  assessed  at 
$23,000.  A  wharf  property  was  put  up  for  sale 
yesterday,  and  the  best  bid  they  could  get  was 
$50,000,  and  it  stands  on  the  Assessors'  books  for 
$97,000.  I  also  asked  an  auctioneer  whose  busi- 
ness is  largely  in  these  real  estate  sales,  as  to  how 
he  found  it.  He  said  he  had  only  made  one  sale 
in  the  last  year  where  it  came  up  to  the  assessed 
valuation,  and  that  was  a  piece  of  property  not 
far  from  Summer  street  in  the  most  desirable 
part  of  the  business  portion  of  the  city.  To  show 
that  property  does  hot  bring  a  very 
large  income,  I  will  take  a  case  on 
State  street  of  some  property  which 
is  valued  at  $54,000:  The  gross  income 
from  that  is  $3600.  If  you  take  the  taxes 
out,  $810,  it  gives  you  about  five  per  cent,  as  the 
income  on  the  valuation  of  the  property,  and  out 
of  that  five  per  cent,  must  be  taken  the  repairs 
and  general  deterioration  of  the  territory  itself. 
There  is  still  another  more  marked  case  of  a  piece 
of  property  not  far  from  the  Custom  House, 
which  is  assessed  at  $60,000,  the  income  from 
which  is  $1200,  of  which  $900  goes  to  the  city  of 
Boston  in  taxes  and  $300  to  the  owners  of  the 
property,  giving  them  about  one-half  of  one  per 
cent,  income  on  the  assessed  valuation.  That  is 
rather  an  extreme  case,  I  think,  but  it  is  per- 
fectly fair  to  use  as  an  illustration.  The  same 
thing  applies  in  all  quarters  of  the  city,  and 
shows  that  this  statement,  based  on  a  valuation  of 
six  huDdred  and  thirty-nine  millions  and  odd  dol- 
lars, is  an  exaggerated  one;  and  if  we  were  to  have 
our  valuation  near  a  fair  cash  value  of  the  prop- 
erty, we  should  not  have  that  amount  to  borrow, 
and  the  margin  here  shown  would  shrink  to  nothing 
andeven  less  than  nothing. This  excessive  valuation 
prevents  not  only  Boston  capital  and  Boston  in- 
terest from  being  invested  in  the  city,  but  pre- 
vents capital  from  coming  here  from  elsewhere 
and  being  invested  here.  People  do  not  come 
here  because  the  valuation  is  so  excessive. 

Mr.  Morrison— I  would  ask  if  the  gentleman 
would  give  us  the  statistics  of  the  principal  cities 
where  the  taxes  are  so  much  lighter  than  here. 

Mr.  Williams — Those  statistics  I  cannot  give, 
but  I  think  the  gentleman  will  find  that  in  other 
cities  the  valuation  is  considerably  below  the 
market  price  of  the  property,  and  though  the 
burden  of  taxation  is  more  on  athousand  dollars, 
yet  the  total  taxation  is  less  to  the  individual, 
because  the  valuation  is  so  much  less  than  the 
property  would  bring  in  an  open  market.  I  was 
Very  much  interested  in  reading  the  statement 
which  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Committee  made 
to  opening  the  debate.  Among  other  things  he 
stated,  referring  to  the  West  Roxbury  Park,  that 
a  large  part  of  the  territory  now  lying  without 
fences,  is  to  be  observed  on  any  Sunday  taken 
possession  of  by  luuch  parties,  'i  had  a  Sunday 
to  spare,  and  spent  it  in  walking  over  the  pro- 
posed West  Roxbury  Park  and  the  neighboring 
country.  On  these  500  acres  I  did  not 
find  a  single  person  who  appeared  to 
be  having  a  holiday.  I  met  two  or 
three  on  the  road,  but  saw  nobody  who 
appeared  to  be  walking  or  driving  for  pleasure. 
There  was  no  water,  and  apparently  no  oppor- 
tunity for  having  ponds  or  brooks  "in  the  park, 
which  is  certainly  one  great  attraction  in  a  land- 
scape. It  was  a  dry  hillside,  with  woods  and 
vacant  places.  I  afterwards  went  over  to  the 
Bussey  property,  and  spent  a  largo  part  of  the 
afternoon  walking  over  that.  There  1  met  about 
a  dozen  people  who  had  apparently  come  to  look 
about  them,  and  I  was  very  much  pleased  with 
the  contrast  between  it  and  the  proposed  West 
Roxbury  Park.  On  the  Bussey  property  the  trees 
are   finer,  the   surface  of   the   country  is  more 
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varied,  and  the  views  you  get  of  the  surrounding 
country  are  certainly  finer  than  on  the  West  Rox- 
bury  Park,  although  I  went  up  to  the  observatory, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  the  finest  view  in  that 
neighborhood.  I  do  not  think  the  demand  for 
this  park  by  the  people  is  as  great 
as  it  is  represented  to*  be.  People  go 
to  Oakland  a..d  Forest  gardens  because 
there  are  attractions  there  offered  in  the  way  of  a 
theatre.  The  theatres  in  town  are  closed,  and 
they  go  out  there  to  be  amused  in  the  evening, 
aftertheir  work  is-done.  That  could  not  be  the 
case  in  a  city  park.  The  city  could  not  afford  to 
furnish  such  amusements  as  are  offered  on  this 
private  property.  The  park  would  be  used  in  the 
daytime  more  than  in  the  night.  The  city  has 
had  an  offer  to  try  an  experiment  of  having  a 
large  park  without  putting  itself  to  any  expense. 
I  have  here  a  copy  of  the  informal  memorandum 
drawn  up  by  the  president  and  fellows  of  Harvard 
University  as  to  the  joint  use  of  the  Arnold  Arbo- 
retum. That  document  was  made  out  some  three 
months  ago,  but  we  have  heard  very  little  of  it  in 
this  discussion.  What  they  propose  to  do  is  to 
give  to  the  city  the  free  use  of  a  tract  of  land  119 
acres  in  extent,  to  be  kept  in  order  by  a  fund 
of  $150,000;  and  the  city  on  its  paijf  is  to  provide 
for  the  proper  care  of  the  grounds  in  the  way  of 
police,  to  lay  out  driveways  through  the  property 
as  they  may  see  fit,  and  to  purchase  thirty-six 
acres  adjoining,  where  a  few  private  estates  come 
into  this  Bussey  property.  The  details  of  that 
were  that  sixty  acres  were  to  be  occupied  by  the 
Arboretum  collection,  fifty-two  acres  by  the  For- 
estry Department,  eleven  acres  with  roads,  and 
then  the  nursery  and  the  few  items  make  up  the 
119  acres  which  it  was  proposed  to  let  the  city 
havo  free  of  any  claim  for  damages.  The  city 
was  to  pay  nothing  for  it,  and  was  to  have  the 
advantage  of  the  interest  on  this  fund  of  $150,000, 
which  was  to  be  exclusively  devoted  to  taking- 
care  of  this  property.  In  any  system  of  parks 
that  would  be  a  large  portion  of  the  expense,  be- 
cause the  item  of  purchase  is  only  the  smaller 
portion  of  what  the  city  would  have 
to  pay.  Here  is  an  opportunity  offered 
for  the  city  to  make  an  experiment  and 
see  whether  the  public  do  demand  a  park  in 
that  region,  and  to  make  it  at  a  very  trifling  ex- 
pense. The  park  lands  are  only  a  very  little  way 
from  the  reservation,  as  marked  on  the  map  for 
the  West  Roxbury  Park.  [JVlr.  Williams  went  to 
the  map  and  explained  the  location  of  the  two 
tracts  of  land,  and  then  continued  ]  I  hope  the 
city  will  not  go  to  the  expense  of  $800,000  for  the 
purchase  of  a  property  which  they  have  got  to 
maintain  at  a  large  expense  afterwards,  when  it 
can  just  as  well  try  the  experiment  at  a  very 
small  outlay,  and  then  if  it  succeeds  it  can  buy 
additional  property  in  the  neighborhood,  or  some 
other  part  of  West  Roxbury. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  25 — As  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  which  the  members  have  on  their 
desks,  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  that  committee  have  done  what  they  were 
directed  to  do— report  to  this  body  the  margin 
the  city  had  under  which  it  could  borrow  funds. 
The  committee  have  attended  to  that  duty  and 
made  a  unanimous  report,  in  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  18  has  joined,  as  well  as  other 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  who  are 
opposed  to  these  orders.  The  correctness  of  the 
report  has  not  been  questioned,  as  I  understand 
it.  It  is  true  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has 
endeevored  to  throw  some  little  doubt  upon  cer- 
tain items  in  it.  Yet  the  report  speaks  for  itself, 
and  no  single  item  there  can  be  questioned.  It  is 
correct  from  beginning  to  end.  It  shows  that  the 
city  of  Boston  can,  under  the  law,  during 
the  present  financial  year,  borrow  some- 
thing like  two  millions  of  dollars,  if  it 
chooses.  That  fact  stands;  and  I  think  no- 
body questions  it  except  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  who  has  referred  to  the  Court  House 
matter,  the  funds  for  which  he  thinks  have  been 
practically  appropriated,  whatever  they  might 
amount  to.  I  do  not  understand  that  we  are 
called  upon  to  appropriate  any  money  for  a  Court 
House;  certainly  not  before  the  close  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  and  we  are  not  likely  to  do  it.  The 
committee  have  not  made  any  report.  I  think  I 
can  show  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  when 
they  make  a  report  it  will  not  be  in  favor  of  an 
expenditure  for  the  Pemberton-square  site  or  the 
Beacon-street  site.  It  will  probably  be  in  con- 
nection with  the  present  Court  House  build- 
ing,  by    which     the     law    can     be    met     and 


a  Court  House  provided  at  a  comparatively 
small  expenditure  of  money  without  taking 
any  land.  That  is  as  I  understand  it. 
Now  whether,  in  view  of  the  statement  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  the  city  can  enter  upon 
this  expenditure  for  parks  is'a  legitimate  ques- 
tion which  each  member  will  have  to  answer  for 
himself.  Certainly  the  statement  of  the  Finance 
Committee  cannot  be  questioned.  I  think  that 
is  admitted  on  all  hands.  There  are  two  or  three 
points — I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  much  time, 
because  I  have  advocated  this  in  years  past — to 
be  borne  in  mind,  one  of  which  is  that  the  law 
allowing  an  indebtedness  of  three  per  cent,  on 
the  valuation  was  supposed  to  be  entirely  safe; 
that  any  city  or  town  owing  three  per  cent,  on 
its  valuation  was  within  the  limit  of  safety.  At 
that  time  the  rate  for  money  was  at  least  six  per 
cent.  At  present  the  city  can,  if  it  chooses,  bor- 
row at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent.  Within  two  or 
three  years  it  has  placed  loans  for  quite  a  large 
amount  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent. 
Now  these  orders  call  for  $900,000.  The 
interest  on  that  at  four  per  cent,  is  exact- 
ly the  same  as  on  $600,000  at  six  per  cent, 
we  might  postpone  these  orders,  but  we  should 
run  the  risk  of  having  to  borrow  ou  a  six  per 
cent,  market.  So  that  looking  at  it  from  that 
point  of  view,  it  would  be  better  for  the  city  to 
borrow  its  money  at  four  per  cent,  when  it  can, 
even  if,  as  some  argue,  by  waiting  a  little  while  it 
might  possib'y  buy  the  lands  a  little  cheaper. 
The  city  is  now  paying  its  debt  contracted  for  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  last  loan 
paid  last  year  was  borrowed  at  six  per  cent.  The 
loans  substituted  for  that,  which  were  largely 
for  improved  sewerage,  Commercial  street,  and 
other  purposes,  were  at  four  per  cent.  The  differ- 
ence in  the  interest  o"  the  loans  paid  off  and 
those  substituted  would  amount  to  about  $75,000 
a  year.  I  simply  throw  this  out  that  this 
part  of  the  subject  may  be  considered  by 
members.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  subject 
of  parks  generally,  I  am  in  favor  of  these 
orders.  I  do  not  favor  the  passage  of  them  for 
the  benefit  of  the  gentlemen  who  ride  out  of  town 
in  carriages.  If  it  was  for  their  benefit  alone  I 
should  vote  against  them.  If  it  was  for  the  bene- 
fit of  parties  who  wanted  to  find  a  market  for 
their  land,  I  should  vote  against  it  on  that  ac- 
count. My  reasons  for  voting  for  a  park  are,  as 
has  been  said  here,  to  provide  a  place  something 
like  Central  Park  of  New  York,  which  can  be 
used  by  the  people  of  Boston.  During  the  last 
summer  I  saw  a  statement  in  one  of  the  New 
York  papers  that  on  one  Sabbath  Day  a  hundred 
thousand  people  visited  Central  Park.  I  do  no 
think  human  nature  is  different  in  Boston  from 
what  ir.  is  in  New  York.  If  we  buy  this  land  and 
throw  it  open  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  who 
cannot  go  out  of  town  when  the  hot  weather 
comes  on,  who  live  here  and  need  some  such  place 
for  light  and  air,  as  has  been  said,  they  will  avail 
themselves  of  it.  Now,  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
18,  who  opposes  this  matter,  went  down  to 
Nantasket  with  his  family  when  the  hot  weather 
came  on.  I  took  my  family  and  went  somewhere 
else.  Probably  several  gentlemen  in  this  Council, 
when  the  hot  weather  came  on,  took  their  fami- 
lies and  went  out  of  towu,  where  they  could  get 
light,  air  and  cool  breezes.  I  am  thinking  of  the 
three  hundred  thousand  people  we  leave  behind 
us  who  cannot  take  their  families  out  of  town.  I 
say  we  are  bound  to  give  them  something  they 
cannot  have,  which  we  seek  ourselves.  I  want 
gentlemen  to  bear  in  mind  the  question  whether 
the  provisions  we  have  heretofore  made  in  this 
line  will  meet  that  case.  Take  the  Back  Bay 
Park.  I  think  the  area  is  about  110  acres,  and  a 
large  portion  of  that  will  be  water.  It  will  take  a 
number  of  years  to  prepare  that  park  so  that 
people  can  visit  there  at  all.  Xow  it  is  actually  a 
barren  waste.  How  long  will  it  be  before  it  will 
become  an  attractive  spot  for  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton to  visit— those  whom  I  have  named 
and  for  whom  I  speak  tonight?  It  will  be 
fifteen  or  twenty  five  years  at  least,  and  then  they 
will  have  a  body  of  water  to  look  at  which  they 
can  see  at  any  time  in  Charles  River  or  the  har- 
bor. But  I  am  not  speaking  as  to  the  advisabili- 
ty of  having  commenced  that.  Now,  take  that 
South  Boston  proposition,  for  which  I  shall  vote 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  I  do  not  think  it 
will  meet  the  case.  We  propose  to  take  a  few 
acres  of  upland  and  a  considerable  number  of 
acres  of  flats  to  be  tilled  in.  How  loug  will  it  be 
before  the  people  can  go  there  with  their  families 
picnicking  and  get  the  light  and  air  that  my  col- 
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league  referred  to  ?  Reference  has  been  made  to 
the  Arnold  Aboretum  by  the  gentlemen  from 
"Wards  11  and  9.  It  is  proposed  by  Harvard  Col- 
lege to  lease  the  city  of  Boston  something  like  120 
acres  of  that  property,  provided  the  city  will 
buy  thirty-odd  acres  more,  making  about  155 
acres,  of  which  some  fifteen  to  twenty  are 
reserved  and  the  public  are  to  be  excluded" from 
the  grounds.  What  is  there  left?  The  Arnold 
Arboretum  will  occupy  almost  the  entire  terri- 
tory. The  paths  through  there  will  be  for  drives 
and  walks.  I  ask  gentlemen  if  that  will  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  case.  Tbe  public  will  be  ex- 
cluded from  most  of  the  greensward,  and  com- 
pelled to  march  up  and  down  on  the  walks  the 
same  as  they  are  now  compelled  to  march  up  and 
down  any  suburban  street,  looking  into  what 
they  maysee  on  the  right  and  left,  ana  not  per- 
mitted to  linger  among  the  trees  and  spend  the 
day  there.  Now,  in  answer  to  what  has  been  said 
m  reference  to  our  waiting,  I  can  say  that  if  we 
aelay  this  matter  for  three  or  four  or  five  or  six 
years,  we  cannot  then  enter  upon  and  take  pos- 
session of  these  lands.  It  is  within  my  knowledge 
that  quite  a  large  portion  of  these  grounds  is  laid 
out  on  paper.  The  owners  of  several  large  estates 
propose  to  put  their  lands  into  the  market  if 
these  orders  do  not  pass.  If  we  do  not  obtain 
possession  of  this  piece  of  property  now,  we  shall 
not  get  it.  I  can  assure  gentlemen  of  that  fact. 
For  these  reasons  and  for  others,  which  proba- 
bly the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Park  may 
produce,  I  am  earnestly  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  these  two  orders. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  —  The  arguments 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  two  or- 
ders now  before  us  for  the  purchase  of 
land  for  parks  fail  to  convince  me  that  they 
should  be  passed;  they  do  not  overcome  the  two 
main  objections — first,  that  we  cannot  afford  it: 
and,  second,  that  we  are  asked  to  pay  more  than 
the  property  appears  to  be  worth.  With  regard 
to  the  first  objection,  while  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  cannot  of  course  be  otherwise 
lhan  correct,  it  is  simply  a  matter  of  figures,  and 
is  based  on  the  valuation  by  the  Assessors,  which, 
in  view  of  the  recent  sales  of  land  by  the  city  on 
Harrison  avenue,  Park  square,  the  Northampton- 
street  district  and  other  sections,  at  prices  ran- 
ging as  low  as  fifty-live  per  cent,  of  the  assessed 
value,  would  seem  to  prove  that  the  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  Boston  is  placed  at  too  high  a 
figure,  and  a  very  slight  reduction  of  the  valua- 
tion of  the  whole  city  would  wipe  out  the  small 
amount  which,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  we  shall  have  the  power  to  borrow  at 
the  end  of  the  present  financial  year.  If  we  are 
to  spend  any  more  money,  are  there  not  far  more 
important  projects  on  hand,  such  as  the 
Court  House,  Charlestown  Bridge,  and  new 
East  Boston  Ferry  slip  ?  But  in  all  common 
decency  and  justice  to  the  taxpayers  of  Boston, 
let  us  stop  our  expenditures  for  this  year.  Have 
we  not  increased  the  taxes  to  a  high  enough  rate, 
and  do  we  not  well  deserve  the  reputation  of  being 
the  heaviest  taxed  city  in  the  United  States?  If 
we  go  on  at  the  present  rate,  before  many  years 
the  list  of  those  who  remain  in  the  city  to  pay 
their  taxes  will  be  much  shorter  than  the  li*t  of 
those  who  have  left  to  avoid  paying  them  here. 

My  friend  from  Ward  23  says  the  Assessors 
should  be  correct,  and  if  they  are  not  competent 
we  should  have  other  Assessors,  ann  he  believes 
they  are  competent.  If  they  are  competent,  why 
should  we  pay  more  than  they  assess  property 
for  ?  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  that  they  are 
competent.  Why  should  we  pay  more  than  the 
property  is  assessed  for  ? 

Concerning  the  values  of  the  property,  can  any 
one  suppose  it  is  worth  the  prices  named  in  the 
orders?  In  one  case  over  100  per  cent.,  and  in 
the  other  case  over  forty  per  cent,  above  the 
assessed  value.  As  has  been  shown  by  the  auc 
tion  sales,  the  Assessors'  values  werejhigher  than 
the  property  was  considered  wortn.  Can  it  be 
presumed  for  an  instant  that  these  proposed 
park  lands  are  isolated  cases,  and  that  they  are 
worthlso  much  more  than  the  Assessors' value? 
Is  it  possible  that  these  West  Roxbury  lands,  as- 
sessed for  but  little  over  $500,000,  are 
worth  $800,000,  or  that  the  City  Point 
lands,  assessed  for  less  than  $00,000,  are  worth 
$110,000?  I  do  not  believe  that  any  one  can 
really  think  so,  and  if  they  are  not  worth  those 
sums,  why,  because  we  are  dealing  with  (public 
money,  should  we  pay  such  high  prices,  when  as 
individuals  we  would  not? 

The  Committee  on  farks  in  their  report  of  last 


April  estimate  that  the  city  will  realize  from  bet- 
terments and  taxes  an  amount  sufficient  to  reim- 
burse the  outlay  upon  the  Back  Bay  Parkfand 
also  to  repay  the  cost  of  land  for  the  West  Rox- 
burv  Park.  Estimate  the  cost  of  the  Back  Bay 
Park  at  say,  $1,500,000,  and  the  West  Roxbury 
Park  lands,  $800,000;  total,  $2,300,000.  How  can 
they  expect  to  pay  that  large  amount  with  the 
Back  Bay  Park  betterments  of  only  $431,000,  and 
the  small  amount  which  could  be  assessed  in 
West  Roxbury?  I  think  they  are  a  little  over- 
sanguine. 

These  objections  seem  to  me  to  be  sufficient 
reasons  for  voting  against  the  orders,  but  in 
addition  there  is  the  cost  of  improvement  and 
maintenance.  I  know  it  is  claimed  that  nothing 
need  be  done  at  present  to  the  West  Roxbury 
lands,  but  I  will  venture  to  say  that  if  we  buy  the 
land  we  shall  be  asked  next  year,  and  each  suc- 
ceedin  r  year,  for  an  annual  appropriation  of 
from  $200,000  to  $500,000.  There  are  drives,  walks 
and  grounds  to  be  laid  out  and  embellished;  also 
drains  to  be  laid,  and  innumerable  other  items  of 
expense,  which  will  saon  exhaust  a  large  sum  of 
money;  take,  for  instance,  the  Brooklyn  Park, 
containing  about  550  acres,  ot  which  tne  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  spoke  at  the  last  meeting,  and 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  this  evening. 

I  agree  with  my  colleague  that  it  is  a  curse  to 
that  city.  According  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  23  they  have  spent  about  nine  million  of 
dollars  on  their  park.  I  think  his  figures  are  a 
little  high,  but  it  is  a  curse  to  any  city  to  spend 
nine  millions  of  dollars  for  a  park. 

It  has  cost  upward  of  $5,000,000  in  addition  to  the 
original  cost  of  the  land;  and  this,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  in  the  act  under  which  the  park 
■was  created  one  section  provided  that  "no  plan 
for  the  laying  out,  regulating  and  government 
of  the  park  should  be  adopted  the  entire 
expense  of  which  should  exceed  the  sum  of  $500, 
000,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  the  entire  improve- 
ment was  only  $300,000.  In  addition  to  the  laying- 
out  of  the  park,  the  annual  cost  of  the  care  of  it 
would  probably  be  from  $75,000  to  $100,000. 

Undoubtedly  any  increase  in  the  value  of  prop- 
erty in  the  vicinity  of  the  park  would  he  at  the 
expense  of  property  in  other  sections  of  the  city, 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  the  amount  realized 
from  betterments  would  be  much.  I  find  in  one 
of  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Parks  the  fol- 
lowing, which  expresses  my  views: 

"The  undersigned  would  not  ignore  the  argu- 
ments that  are  used  in  favor  of  this  heavy  outlay, 
viz.,  that  something  will  be  realized  from  better- 
ments, and  that  the  increased  taxes  realized  from 
the  erection  of  dwellings  around  the  proposed 
parks,  together  with  the  increased  value  of  the 
property  adjacent  thereto,  would  go  very  far 
towards  reimbursing  the  city  for  the  whole  cost. 
This  is  doubtless  true  to  a  certain  limited  extent; 
but  it  is  also  true  that  oftentimes  what  one  por- 
tion of  the  city  gains  in  taxable  property  another 
portion  loses.  The  question  is,  how  much  new 
property  will  be  created  by  reason  of  this  expen- 
diture? The  undersigned  does  not  feel  compe- 
tent to  push  this  inquiry  further.  It  is  a  matter 
of  very  vague  estimate,  and  hardly  any  two  per- 
sons would  agree  on  this  point.  It  is,  however, 
fenerally  conceded  that  the  city  would  realize, 
rom  the  assessment  of  direct  betterments,  a 
comparatively  small  amount.  For  these  reasons, 
and  others  which  might  be  stated,  he  is  com- 
pelled, very  reluctantly,  to  disagree  with  the 
majority  of  the  committee." 

I  am  sorry  we  have  had  no  report  on  the  "Ar- 
nold Arboretum,"  but  owing  to  an  oversight  it 
has  been  unavoidably  delayed,  so  will  have 
to  be  considered  at  some  future  time. 
The  natural  beauties  of  the  land  far  surpass 
the  proposed  land  for  the  West  Roxbury  Park, 
and  by  takiug  it  we  can  secure  a  moderate-sized 
but  very  beautiful  park  for  a  nominal  sum,  and 
be  freed  from  all  the  annual  cost  of  the  care  of 
the  grounds. 

The  gentleman  from  Ward  23  speaks  of  there 
not  being  any  room  for  picnics.  The  Bussey  Farm 
contains  about  300  to  400  acres  of  land.  The 
Arboretum  has  about  100.  In  all  probability, 
as  near  as  1  can  find  out,  we  can  have  enough 
of  that  land  at  a  moderate  price  to  make 
a  lair  -  sized  Dark.  It  is  pretty  lard,  with 
plenty  of  woods  and  hills,  and  there  is  every 
opportunity  to  take  a  lunch  out  there  just  as 
well  as  at  West  Roxbury.  It  i*  convenient  to 
steam-railroad  stations  and  horse  cars.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Boston  spoke  about  the  Park 
Commissioners  buying  the    laud  tor  less  than  the 
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parties  asked  for  their  property.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose any  member  of  this  Council  supposes  a  man 
wiHi  take  less  than-  he  knows  he  can  get  for  his 
land.  If  we  pass  an  order  for  a  park  at  City 
Point,  bo  owner  of  the  property  is  going  to  take 
less  than  his  share.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  for  a  fair  amount  for  the  South  Boston  Park. 
If  the  order  can  be  amended  to  $75,000  I  would 
vote  for  it.  I  hope  to  live  to  see  the  day  when 
that  will  be  as  handsome  a  picture  as  we  see  in 
-the  City  Messenger'9  Office,  with  its  drives,  trees 
and  fruit  stands.  My  friend  on  my  right  suggests 
lager  also. 

For  the  present  I  hope  this  Council  will  not 
vote  to  enter  into  any  such  extravigance  as  is 
now  before  us,  or  to  pay  such  exorbitant  sums  to 
the  owners  ot  the  lands  it  is  proposed  to  take. 

Before  I  sit  down  I  should  like  to  inquire  from 
curiosity  where  this  plan  originated.  The  plan 
of  the  West  Roxbury  Park,  which  we  had  in  the 
report  last  year,  was  given  to  us  by  the  Park 
Commissioners  in  the  report  giving-  the  names  of 
the  owners.  I  shall  be  very  glad,  if  we  pass  the 
order,  to  know  where  the  money  goes  to.  I 
should  like  to  know  where  the  plan  we  are  now 
talking  about  came  from.  I  can  say  that  it  does 
not  come  from  the  Park  Commissioners.  It  is 
very  prettily  done,  but  the  original  plan  drawn 
by  the  Commissioners  is  not  now  under  discus- 
sion. I  should  like  to  know  where  it  came  from, 
simply  from  curiosity.  The  Park  Commissioners 
say  that  they  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— Will  the  gentleman  point 
out  the  difference  between  this  plan  and  that  of 
the  Park  Commissioners? 

Mr.  Freeman — The  Park  Commissioners'  plan 
has  the  green  line,  and  the  plan  we  are  now  dis- 
cussing is  the  red  line,  leaving  out  those  little  es- 
tates there  and  that  little  jog  by  Walnut  street. 
I  asked  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commissioners 
if  he  knew  anything  about  the  plan,  and  he  said 
no,  that  the  plan  they  originated  and  still  main- 
tained was  the  blue  line.  The  report  they  made 
gives  some  matters  I  did  not  call  for  in  the  order. 
Some  of  those  who  signed  this  petition  did  so 
with  the  understanding  that  the  lands  outside 
the  red  lines  should  be  taken.  I  ask  only  from 
curiosity  if  it  is  known  where  the  plan  origi- 
nated? 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— The  difference  in  the 
plans  arose  in  a  simple  way.  There  is  nothing- 
mysterious  about  it.  The  Park  Commissioners 
brought  in  the  original  plan  recommended  by 
them,  covered  by  the  green  line.  After  consider- 
able discussion  in  the  Park  Committee  and  con- 
ference with  the  Park  Commissioners,  it  was  de- 
cided that  to  include  the  plan  within  the  green 
line  would  be  more  than  it  would  be  proper  to  ask 
the  city  of  Boston  to  attempt  at  this  time.  The 
land  between  the  green  and  red  lines,  although  it 
was  considered  desirable  to  take  for  a  park,  and 
is  very  available  land,  the  committee  did  not  see 
proper  to  recommend  it  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  having  explained  that  point,  leaves  me 
less  to  say,  except  that  I  wish  to  state  that  it  was 
recommended  by  the  Park  Commissioners  in  1876 
to  take  this  whole  land,  about  480  acres,  at  a  much 
larger  sum— about  $1,400,000,  if  I  remember  right- 
ly—and it  was  indorsed  by  Alderman  Burrage, 
who  opposed  the  taking  of  parks  generally.  It 
was  recommended  even  by  that  conservative  gen- 
tleman to  take  about  375  acres  of  this  land  for 
about  $1,300,000,  which  as  you  see  is  $500,000  more 
than  we  now  propose  to  authorize  the  commis- 
sioners to  take  it  for.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  an- 
swer all  the  points  in  detail  that  have  been  raised 
here.  I  shall  not,  for  ins&ance,  follow  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  18  out  to  the  graveyards  in  West 
Roxlnuy  and  try  to  make  it  apparent  that  the 
people  of  Boston  who  want  a  park  do  not  care  to 
go  out  there,  even  if  they  would  be  admitted 
within  those  limits,  and  take  their  park  in  the 
cemeteries.  I  do  not  propose  to  answer  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  with  great  ingenuity  and  good 
tactics,  in  opposing  anyything  brought  up  for 
parks,  offered  their  suggestions  in  regard,  to  the 
Arnold  Arboretum  or  Bussey  Farm  at  Roxbury. 
Every  one  sees  on  the  face  of  their  statements 
that  they  did  not  suggest  any  definite  plan.  The 
plan  they  suggest  has  been  considered  by  the 
Common  Council,  by  the  commissioners,  and  by 
park  committees  year  after  year,  and  it  does  not 
fill  the  bill.  They  don't  show  that  we  can  get  an 
equal  area  for  an  equal  or  less  sum  of  money. 
They  omit  to  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  a  mile 
and  a  half  farther  from  City  Hall  than  the  park 
lands  we  propose  to  take.    They  forget  several 


other  points  about  it  which  it  is  not  necessary  to 
call  to  mind.  I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  8  and  others  in  their  errors  in 
figures.  I  simply  wish  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  for  instance,  that  if  we  do  keep  our  indebt- 
edness at  nineteen  millions,  the  annual  interest  on 
that,  instead  of  two  millions,  is  $950,000  at  5  per 
cent.  I  might  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  was  in  error  when  he  quoted  from  a  leading 
paper  approvingly,  that  if  the  present  valuation 
of  the  city  was  reduced  ten  per  cent,  we  should 
find  we  had  exceeded  our  statutory  limit  of  bor- 
rowing and  had  no  margin.  If  you  will  put  your 
pencil  on  that  you  will  see  that  instead  of  such  a 
result  we  should  have  upwards  of  $160,000  margin, 
even  it  ten  per  cent,  of  the  valuation  was  struck 
off.  I  should  like  to  ask  him  whether  he  thinks 
any  editorial  gentleman  in  this  city  who  might 
have  written  that  article  is  more  competent  to 
judge  of  the  value  of  property  than  our  Board  of 
Assessors.  That  is  not  the  way  to  judge  the  value 
of  property  of  this  city.  Nor  is  it  the  way 
to  judge  of  the  value  of  this  city  by  taking- 
one  or  two  special  instances  of  auction  sales, 
scarcely  advertised,  known  of  only  by  a  few  who 
have  followed  them  up  and  are  watching  for 
sales,  when  there  is  no  special  demand  for  prop- 
erty in  a  particular  locality,  and  sold  not  when 
the  time  is  favorable, but  at  auction,  regardless  of 
circumstances,  when  land  sells  for  a  less  price 
than  its  actual  value.  Such  exceptions  do  not 
prove  a  rule.  It  is  a  fact  that  up  to  1874  no  prop- 
erty in  the  city  of  Boston  sold  for  the  Assessors' 
valuation,  or  auythiug  like  it.  When  the  valua- 
tion of  this  land  was  $1,400,000,  we  proposed  to 
take  it  at  that,  and  there  was  n't  a  man  who 
would  have  sold  for  anything  near  the  valuation. 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  two  of  the  principal 
points  made,  although  I  will  not  attempt  to 
answer  all.  I  might  answer  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  18  by  saying  that  it  is  not  a  per 
petual  loss  of  taxation  on  the  area. 
If  there  is  a  tendency  of  purchasers  and 
residents  towards  Boston,  it  wfll  be  kept  up, 
whether  we  take  this  area  out  of  the  market  or 
not.  If  we  take  out  this  four  hundred  acres,  the 
other  land  will  be  left.  The  total  real  estate  of 
this  city  »ould  not  be  reduced  or  increased  in 
value  if  we  could  supply  the  place  of  the  property 
that  is  taken  up  by  public  squares.  Whatever 
we  remove  from  the  market  makes  the  other 
more  valuable.  The  future  taxes  on  the  property 
should  not  be  counted  in  the  expense  of  main- 
taining that  park.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  imme- 
diate expense,  I  do  not  believe  any  gentleman 
here  sincerely  thinks  that  a  large  outlay  will  be 
immediately  called  for  to  maintain  the  West 
Roxbury  Park,  or  that  he  will  show  it  is  necessary 
to  expend  a  very  large  sum  of  money  on  the 
City  Point  Park.  In  the  first  place  we 
get  about  fourteen  acres  of  roads  in 
West  Roxbury  Park,  and  have  drives  all 
all  round  and  across  it.  All  you  have  got  to  do  is 
to  make  a  reservation  and  then  wait  until  we  are 
ready  to  improve  it.  It  is  not  necessary  to  spend 
a  dollar.  I  do  not  think  anybody  will  be  ready  to 
spend  much  money  on  the  West  Roxbury  Park, 
until  we  have  settled  our  score  with  the  Back  Bay 
improvement.  So  it  is  not  necessary  nor  proba- 
ble that  any  large  sura  of  money  will  be  expended 
there  at  present.  The  bugbear  is  raised  con- 
stantly as  to  the  rate  of  taxation.  As  if  our  taxes 
are  now  unconscionably  high,  and  higher,  as  has 
been  said,  than  ever  before,  with  one  exception  ! 
I  might  simply  say  that  in  1874  the  rate  of  taxa- 
tion on  $1000  was  $15.60;  in  1870,  $15.30;  in  1867, 
$15.50;  in  1865,  $15.80— considerably  higher  in  all 
those  years  than  at  present.  So  it  is  not  a  fact 
that  we  face  a  higher  rate  of  taxation 
than  ever  before,  nor  is  it  so  high  in  pro- 
portion to  our  valuation.  Another  bugbear 
raised  is  that  of  our  statutory  limit  of  indebted- 
ness. Until  that  statute  was  passed  cities  had  a 
right  to  borrow  on  their  credit.  Any  business 
corporation  would  consider  it  has  a  right  to  de- 
termine how  much  it  shall  borrow,  and  how  much 
outstanding  debt  it  shall  maintain.  Up  to  the 
passage  of  that  act  cities  were  left  free  to  incur 
such  indebtedness  as  they  thought  wise  under 
the  circumstances.  Yet  at  the  instance  of  soms 
people  who  want  to  keep  the  limit  down— perhape 
in  the  wisdom  from  outside  of  the  city— in  steps 
the  Legislature,  Beyond  three  per  cent,  you  shall 
not  go;  that  is  a  safe  limit.  We  are  safe  if  we  do 
not  go  beyond  the  limit  that  the  highest  conser- 
vative wisdom  of  the  State  has  fixed.  But  that 
limit  of  indebtedness,  as  it  is  raised,  is  all  non- 
sense, when  you  come  to  look  at  the  facts.    How 


OCT  OBE  R 


1880 


512 


much  are  we  in  debt?    Is  our  credit  good?    Can 
•we    sell    our    four  per  cent,  bonds  better  than 
the  State  of  Maine  can  sell  its  sixes  ?    Can  we  sell 
them  better  than  any  other   corporation  can  sell 
its  fives  ?      The   credit   of  Boston    is   extremely 
good,  and  is  likely  to  remain  so  as    long  as  it  fol- 
lows the  policy  it  has   pursued    during  its  whole 
career  as  a  city.    Upon  that  credit  we  are  able  to 
place  such  loans  as  these   at  a  great    advantage. 
It  is  not  the  interest   on  our    debts  that   makes 
taxes  high.      The   question    about   our  having  a 
sufficient  margin    is    answered   by  the   Finance 
Committee's  report,  and  is   untouched,    notwith- 
standing the  gentleman  opposite  has  labored  to 
show  it  is  incorrect.      The    chief   error  I  find  to 
exist,  in    his    estimation,  in    the    report   of   the 
Finance  Committee,  is    that   tliere    is  no  stipula- 
tion that  a  Court  House  shall    be  built  within  the 
tiixe  and  upon   the   spot    where    the    gentleman 
from  Ward  12  would  lite  to  have  it.      That  is  :he 
only  error  in  the  Finance  Committee's  report.    It 
is  time  enough  to  cross  a  bridge  when  we  get  to 
it.    It  is  time  enough  to  talk  about  an    apprpria- 
tion  ior  a  Court  House  when  it  is  presented  to  us. 
so  lontr  as  we  have  a  borrowing  power  of  a  million 
dollars,  under  that  act,   above  the    amount    in 
these  orders,  it  is  possible  to  take  a  reasonable 
sum,  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  the  com- 
missioners may  require,  for  a  site  for  the  Court 
House.      But  it  is  perfectly  well  understood  that 
no  appropriation  for  a  Court  House  exceeding 
$500,000  will  be  made  this  year  or  next.     It  is  true 
there  is  a  statute  that  land  shall  be  taken  under 
certain  conditions;    but  it  brings  up  the  case  of 
the  lady  having  an  old  doorplate  bearing    the 
name  of  Thompson   with  a  p,  and  by  a  series  of 
ifs  showing  it  was  better  to  keep  the  doorplate. 
Now,   if  the  court  shall   appoint  a  commission, 
and  if  the  commission  take  the  land,  and  if  we 
should  be  obliged  to  erect  the  Court  House,  we 
shall  have  to  make  an  appropriation.    With  all 
those  ifs,  I  do  not   think   it    well   to    let    that 
bugbear    stand     in    tue    way.      I     have     said 
enough    on    the    question    whether    parks    are 
wanted,    but     as     several     things    have    been 
said  on  that  tonight,  I  will  state  a  few  points  on 
that  subject.    If  any  park  is  wanted   by  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  peculiarly,  it  is  a   rural  park,  be- 
cause the  city  is  built  by  the  sea  and  almost  sur- 
rounded by  water.     We  do  not  get  a  rural  park  at 
City  Point,  and  shall  not  have  it  on  the  Back  Bay 
or  the  Charles   River   Embankment.    Are  parks 
used  by  people  where  they  have  a  great  number  of 
squares?    That  seems  to  disturb  many.   Why,  sir, 
in  New  York,  the  number  and  acreage  of  small 
squares  is  greater  than  we  have,  including  Morn- 
ingside  and  Riverside  parks,  and  yet  the  number 
of  people  who  use  those  parks  is  enormous.    [Mr. 
Pratt's  time  having  expired,  on   motion  of  Mr. 
Christal  of  Ward  8,  it  was  extended.]   I  thank  the 
Council  for  their  courtesy.    I  am  sorry  the  occa- 
sion has  arisen  twice  in  the  same  debate.    I  was 
going   to    bring   a   few  figures  to  bear  upon  the 
question  that  the  people  who  generally  use  car- 
riages    are     the     only     ODes    who   will     make 
use     of     the     park.        I     showed      last     week 
that    Boston    is    the     one     that     has     not     a 
park  of  the  twelve  cities.     We  ask  now  tor  a  very 
small  park  and  I  will  show  you  what  is  the  public 
appreciation  of  the  parks  in  those  cities.     In  1879 
Prospect  Park  in  Brooklyn   had  4,090,271  visitors, 
Fairmount  in  1878  had  5,365,235  pedestrian  visitors 
— and  this  was  not  the  year  of  the  Centennial— 
64,046  equestrians,  and  1,133,966  vehicles.     You  see 
the  number  of  pedestrians  was  nearly  five  times 
the  number  of  vehicles.    In  1879  Druid   Hill  Park 
was  visited  by  014,827  pedestrians,  13,408  persons 
in  parties  and  picnics,  273,705  vehicles  and  18,542 
equestrians.    In  1879  Golden  Gate  Park  had  785,- 
282  visitors.    Now   I    repeat  that  the  people    do 
want  parks.    The  people    will   improve   and  use 
them  after  they  are  established,  and  it  is  for  peo- 
ple who  do  not  ride  in  carriages  that  a  large  rural 
park   is  wanted.      Now  as  to  the  price  asked  for 
this  land, or  that  is  proposed  to  be  allowed  the  Park 
Commissioners  with   which  to  purchase  it.     The 
committee  found  that  the  land  had  been  offered 
for  $1,200,000  or  upwards,  at  one-sided  oilers  in 
the  shape  of  voluntary  bonds  given  last  fall.    Of 
course  those  were  high   prices.    In  consultation 
with  the    Park    Commissioners,    the    committee 
thought  the  lands  might  possibly  be  bought  lor 
$850,000,  and  that  sum  was  first  reported  to  the 
Aldermen,  who  objected  to  it  and  it  was  referred 
back.    After  going  over  the  subject  very  careful- 
ly again,  the  Park  Commission  said  tliey  would 
try  to   buy  it  with  $800,000,  if  we  wanted  them. 
That  is  the  course  of  the  committee.    In  1874  that 


land  was  valued  at  something  over  $1,400,000;  in 
1875,  two  years  after   the    oanic,  its  value  was 
$1,113,000.     In  1879  it  had  been  reduced  to  $532,200 
— fifty-four  per  cent,  in  three  years.     Whatever 
the  object  of  the  Assessors  may  have  been,  that 
reduction    is     certainly     phenomenal,    that    it 
should  have  been  made  slightly  more  than  one- 
third  the  valuation  in  '73  and  '74.    I  suppose  the 
valuation    in    1880   is   about  $545,000.     In  judging 
whether  this  is  a  high  price,  it  is  worth   while  to 
inquire  what  has  been  the  habit    of   gentlemen 
purchasing  lands  in  large  quantities.    In  1876  and 
'77,  272  acres  of  that  land— fifteen  lots  out  of  forty 
—were    bargained    and   sold   for    an    aggregate 
amount  of  $1,600,200.    That  is  a  matter  of  record. 
It  was  sold  to  persons  who  were  judges  of  prop- 
erty and  bought  it  for  the  purpose  of  holding  it. 
Three  years  after  the  panic,  when  everything  was 
down  at  bottom  prices,  $397,000  was  paid  down  in 
cash  on  that  bargain.    There  is  not  such  a  grave- 
yard of  money  in  any  other  locality  in  the  citv  as 
this.    There  have  not  bsen  so  many  equities  sunk, 
so  much  land  taken  up  by  mortgages  and  bought 
by  tax  titles  as  in  that  area  we  propose  to  take, 
and  under  the  stress  of  a  constant  pressure  from 
nolders     of     property    to     reduce     the     valua- 
tion   and    enable     them     to     save    it,  the  As- 
sessors    have    borne    the     valuation     of     that 
land     away     down     as      far     as      their      con- 
sciences would  let  them.    You  cannot  buy  it  for 
anything  like    what    we    offer   it.    I  showed  the 
other  night  that  we  weregletting  the  Commission- 
ers buy    it  for    four  and  four-tenth  cents  a  foot. 
Lands  have  been  sold  within  a  year  on  the  corner 
of  a  street  adjoining  for  35  cents  a  foot;  at  Egles- 
ton  Square  for  38  cents    a   foot;    on  Washington 
street,  a  short  distance  from  the  park,  at  75  cents 
and  $1  a  foot;  on  Warren  and  Gaston  streets,  half 
a  mile  away,  at  $1  a  foot;  at  another  point  near 
by  on  Gaston  street,  75  cents  a  foot;  and  on  Wal- 
nut avenue  no  land  can  be  bought  tor  less  than  50 
cents  a  foot.    On  the  other  side  the  low  lands 
have  been  selling  by  auction  for  20  cents  a  foot, 
and  the  city  has  been  buying  land  near  there  for 
15  cents  a  foot  and  taxes.    The  city  has  been  pay- 
ing 25  cents  a   foot   for    damages   for  laud  near 
there  and  farther  out.    Land  on  Glen  road  has 
been  sold  for  75  cents  a  foot.      It  is  not   true 
that  you  can  buy  land  out  there  for  anything  like 
four  and  a  half  cents  a  foot,  or  for  anything  like 
the  Assessors'  valuation  of  this  land.  I  challenge 
any  member  of  this  Council  to  name  any  unpro- 
ductive land  that  has  been  sold  in   either  of  the 
three  wards  adjacent  to  this  park  territory,  with- 
in half  a  mile  range  of  the  park,  for  less  than  its 
assessed  value.    It  could  not   be  done.     We  all 
know    that   the    valuation  of  unproductive  and 
useless  land  is  always  low  until  some  expense  is 
laid  out  upou  it,  and  under  the  old  town  govern- 
ment it  was  assessed  as  pasture  land,  or  at  almost 
nothing.    1  do  not  think  it  is  a  high  price  to  offer 
the  commissioners  the  liberty  to  purchase  it  for. 
Any  one  not  prej  udiced  would  say  it  is  a  reasonable 
price.    But  suppose  it  were  not  quite  as  low  a 
price  as  it  could  be  bought  by  a  private  person. 
Shall     we     stand     on     that?       Shall     we     go 
to     the     extreme    method     of     taking     it    by 
eminent    domain?      We    would    not    come    out 
of    it   nearly  as   well     at    the  end    of    lawsuits 
and   long  processes  of  settlement  as   by  taking 
it     at    those     figures.        Even     if     the    prices 
are    not     bottom     prices,    are     we     going    to 
be    better    off    than    if    we    take    it    now  ?    I 
endeavored  at  thelast  meeting  to  impress  on  yonr 
mind  the  imminent  danger  that  this  tract  cannot 
be  taken  ever  unless  we  take  it  now.     The  popu- 
lation of  the  six  Highland  wards  in   1830  was  9321, 
and  the  valuation  at  that  time  was  $2,941,746.     In 
1880  the  population  of    those    wards  is  95,727,  and 
the  valuation  is  $107,613,700.    The  increase  in  pop- 
ulation there  has    been    10.27  times  in  fifty  years, 
and   in   valuation  thirty-six  times.     The  popula- 
tion of  the  whole    present   citv    in    1830    was  80,- 
389,  and  the  valuation  was  $66,480,484.  So  that  any 
man's  figures  will  show  him  that   the  territory  iii 
those  wards  has  increased  in  population  2'.,  times 
as   fast  as   that  of   the  whole  city  in  that  time, 
and  has  increased  in  valuation  four  times  as  fast 
as  the  whole  city.    For  geographical   reasons  the 
increase  must  continue  in  that  direction.    Out  of 
447  buildings  mentioned  in  the   inspector's  iv|ioii 
for  1879,  184  were  in  the  three  wards    abutting  on 
this  proposed  park  ground— more  than  one-third 
the  whole  number  built  in  Boston.     By  City   Doc. 
No.  30,  labor    report   up    to  January,  188J,  gives 
those  three  wards  821  houses  out   of  822    built  in 
the  whole  city— forty  per  cent.  Since  then  ninety- 
nine  more  have  beou  built  or   are   in    process    of 
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building.  It  is  clear  that  the  growth  in  that 
direction  will  prevent  our  getting  the 
tract  at  anything  like  the  present  figures, 
it  even  at  all.  I  do  not  think  it  good 
policy  for  the  city  to  wait  until  it  has  to  pay  a 
dollar  a  foot  for  land  instead  of  four  and  a  half 
cents.  Some  time  Boston  will  make  a  park  some- 
where; shall  it,  like  Brooklyn,  pay  over  S4,000,000 
for  it,  or  wait,  like  New  York,  till  the  land  costs 
more  than  $5,000,000? 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  interrupted  Mr.  Pratt 
and  said  that  he  had  to  leave  on  the  half-past  ten 
train  for  New  York  and  wanted  very  much  to 
vote  on  this  important  subject.  He  moved  fur- 
ther consideration  be  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitinore  moved  the  previous  question, 
expressing  astonishment  at  the  way  in  which  Mr. 
Brown  got  the  floor.  He  did  not  think  it  was  fair 
to  have  the  debate  interrupted  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Pratt  said  he  had  no  idea  what  Mr.  Brown's 
intention  was  and  certainly  was  not  aware  of  any 
trap  being  sprung. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  The  City 
Point  Park  order  was  passed — yeas  57,  nays  12: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Barry,  Bigelow, 
Blakemore,  Bowker,  Child,  Christal,  H.  Clapp, 
Coe,  Cronin.Denney,  Devme,  Devlin,  Dixon,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Dudley,  Farwell, 
Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Hagar,  Hilton,  Hollis, 
Hosley,  Howard,  Kendricken,  Lane,  Lauten,  Ma- 
guire,  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Morrison,  Mur- 
phy, Nason,  O'Dowd,  Parkman,  Plimpton,  Pratt, 
Pray,  Rogers,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  Sibley,  Sweeney,  Sr., 
Sweeney,  Jr.,  Sweetser,'  Swift,  Taylor,  Tucker, 
Viles, Walsh, Ward,  Welch,  Whitmore,Wyman — 57. 

Nays— Messrs.  Austin,  Brimbecom,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Freeman,  Greenough,  Hancock,  Hart,  Lovell,  Per- 
kins, N.  Sawyer,  Wheeler.Williarns — 12. 
Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.    Brown,  Wharton 
—2. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion of  the  second  order. 

Mr.  Bailey  hoped  that  would  not  be  pressed,  as 
many  friends  of  the  West  Roxbury  Park  desired 
to  say  something  in  its  favor,  but  did  not  think 
it  best  to  indulge  in  further  remarks  tonight. 
For  that  reason  he  now  moved  to  adjourn.  The 
Council  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  on  the  West 
Roxbury  Park  order.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
called — il  for,  28  against,  and  the  order  was  re- 
jected for  want  of  the  necessary  two- thirds  vote 
in  the  affirmative: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Barry,  Blake- 
more, Bowker,  Christal,  Coe,  Cronin,  Denney, 
Devine,  Devlin,  Dixon,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty, 
Donahoe,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Hancock, 
Kendricken,  Lane,  Lauten,  Maguire,  McLaugh- 
lin, McNamara,  Morrison,  Murphy, Nason,0'Dowd, 
Parkman,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  Rogers,  H.  N.  Sawyer, 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Sweetser,  Taylor, 
Walsh, 'Ward,  Wyman— 41. 

Nays— Messrs.  Austin,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom, 
Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Dudley,  Farwell, 
Freeman,  Greenough,  Hagar,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hol- 
lis, Hosley,  Howard,  Lovell,  Perkins,  Pray,  N. 
Sawyer,  Sibley,  Swift,  Tucker,  Viles,  Welch, 
Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams— 28. 

Absent  or  not  votirg— Messrs.  Brown,  Whar- 
ton-2. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  that 
it  would  prevail,  and  moved  to  specially  assign 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock.    Carried. 


Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  City  Point  Park  order,  but  the  President 
ruled  it  out  of  order. 

The  regular  business  was  here  proceeded  with, 
and  sundry  reports  of  committees,  etc.,  were  re- 
ceived and  acted  upon  as  reported  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Child  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  in  regard  to  the  City  Point. 
Park,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  specially  assigD  that 
motion  to  the  next  meeting,  at  quarter-past 
eight. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  asked  for  some  reason. 
He  hoped  the  reconsideration  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Fratt  favored  the  special  assignment,  for 
reasons  understood  by  many  gentlemen  in  the 
chamber.  If  another  discussion  is  to  be  had,  this 
matter  might  as  well  go  over  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  this  was  such  a  remarkable 
operation  that  in  case  the  motion  of  Mr.  Park- 
man  was  pushed  to  a  vote  he  would  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  It  is  certainly  strange  that  the 
gentleman  who  brought  in  the  order  and  recom- 
mended it  should  now  try  to  make  further  delay. 

Mr.  Swift  could  see  no  reason  why  this  should 
go  over. 

Mr.  Pratt  said  he  would  be  perfectly  willing  to 
give  Mr.  Whitmore  his  reasons  for  wishing  it  to 
go  over  after  the  vote  was  taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  did  not  think  there  would 
be  any  necessity  for  the  yeas  and  nays  after  the 
rising  vote. 

Mr.  Devlin  again  called  upon  Mr.  Parkman  for 
reasons  for  wishing  it  specially  assigned. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  he  had  advocated  the  two 
orders,  one  of  which  has  been  passed  and  the 
other  defeated.  He  wanted  to  look  over  the 
ground  fairly,  and  if  he  saw  fit  to  change  his 
mind  between  now  and  the  next  meeting,  he 
wished  an  opportunity  to  so  vote,  although  he  did 
not  think  he  should. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  question 
of  assignment. 

Mr.  Pratt  explained  that  he  felt  no  hostility 
towards  the  City  Point  Park,  but  there  are  rea- 
sons why  it  should  go  over  with  the  other. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost— 12  for,  28 
against. 

Mr.  Swift  said  that  he  could  see  no  necessity 
for  the  special  assignment.  Gentlemen  who 
voted  for  the  South  Boston  Park  did  so  because 
they  believed  in  it,  and  believed  that  the  city  is 
right  in  establishing  it. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost— yeas  21,  nays 
31:1 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Blakemore, 
Brimbecom,  Christal,  Coe,  Dixon,  Fisher,  Han- 
cock, Hosley,  Morrison,  Nason,  O'Dowd,  Park- 
man,  Plimpton,  Pratt,  Rogers,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  N. 
Sawyer,  Sweetser,  Wyman — 21. 

Nays— Messrs.  Austin,  Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H. 
Clapp,  Cronin,  Devlin,  Donahoe,  Dudley,  Farwell, 
Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Hagar, 
Hart,  Howard,  Lane,  Lauten,  Lovell,  McLaugh- 
lin, Perkins,  Sibley,  Swift,  Tucker,  Viles,  Walsh, 
Ward,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams— 31. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barry,  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  Brown,  Denney,  Devine,  C.  F.  Doherty, 
J.  Doherty,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Kendricken,  Maguire, 
McNamara,  Murphy,  Pray,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweeney, 
Jr.,  Taylor,  Wharton— 19. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  to  adjourn.  Carried,  and. 
the  Council  stood  adjourned  for  two  weeks. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    11.    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Public  Weigher— Noah  Lincoln.    Confirmed. 
Inspectors  of  Election. 

Ward  3,  Precinct  3,  John  lieffernan,  in  place  of 
T.  J.  Kelly,  resigned. 

Ward  7,  Precinct  3,  Charles  McCarty,  in  place  of 
James  Glarkin,  resigned. 

Ward  7,  Precinct  2,  James  F.  Sullivan,  in  place 
of  Edward  A.  Eogan,  resigned. 

Ward  7,  Precinct  4,  George  S.  Doherty,  in  place 
of  George  H.  Riley,  resigned. 

Ward  16,  Precinct  1,  William  H.  Cundy,  in  place 
of  Joseph  A.  McCormick,  resigned. 

Ward  12,  Precinct  4,  James  Siattery,  in  place  of 
Thomas  A.  Delay,  resigned. 

Ward  3,  Precinct  1,  A.  E.  S.  Dadley,  in  piace  of 
James  E.  Starr,  resigned. 

Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  Notice 
of  intended  application  to  the  Legislature  by  the 
town  of  Fiaminghara  for  leave  to  take  water 
from  Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  M.  J.  Kiley  et 
ah,  for  leave  to  erect  a  pole  on  Washington  street, 
Ward  24,  near  Dorchester  aveuue.  (Referred 
with  full  power.) 

Mutual  Union  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to 
set  poles  in  Lincoln,  Beach,  South  and  other 
streets;  F.  F.  Bibber,  that  the  grade  of  East 
Sixth  street,  between  P  and  Q  streets,  and  of  Q 
street,  between  East  Fifth  and  East  Sixth  streets, 
be  established;  Charles  B.  Cumings  et  al.,  for 
sidewalks  on  north  side  of  Greenough  avenue; 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
continue  the  granite-stone  sidewalk  on  Marginal 
street,  near  their  buildings;  William  J.  Sullivan, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  310  Bolton  street, 
South  Boston ;  Ernest  W.  Cushing,  for  a  plank 
walk  on  Newbury  st'-eet,  near  No.  168;  Edward  H. 
Lyons  et  al.,  for  a  sidewalk  on  Perkins  street, 
Ward  23.  between  Pond  avenue  and  Prince  street: 
Frank  W.  Reynolds,  warden  of  St.  James  Church, 
against  proposed  setting  of  edgestones  on  Revere 
street,  Jamaica  Plain;  Eleanor  Goodman,  for 
brick  sidewalk  at  273  East  Eighth  street;  peti- 
tions for  edgestones  in  iror.t  or  estates  of  W.  V. 
Ripley,  175  Blue  Hill  avenue,  S.  C.  Ryerson,  171 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  Charles  H.  Cotton,  173  Blue  Hill 
avenue;  Richard  Roach  et  al.,  for  edgestones  on 
North  Margin  street,  near  Lafayette  avenue; 
4.arou  D.  Capen,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  to 
his  estate  on  River  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Ellen  McAleer  for 
a  lamp  at -264  Tremout,  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Joseph  Burnett 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Foster  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  J.  H.  Haines,  for  leave  te  build  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  in  rear  of   Townsend  street. 

Hayward  P.  Hall,  for  leave  to  excavate  a  cellar 
at  79-81  Northampton  street,  two  feet  below  grade 
12,  to  be  used  for  storage  only. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 
Martin  Norton,  new  wooden,  one  cow,  on  a  place 
between  Neponset  avenue  and  Florence  street, 
Ward  23;  W.  H.  L.  Smith,  new  wooden,  one  cow 
and  two  horses,  on  Mill  street  near  Ashland,  Ward 
24;  P.  Murray,  new  wooden,  twenty  horses,  Sec- 
ond and  K  streets:  Mary  Jane  Burnett,  new  wood- 
en, thirteen  horses,  Curtis  street,  corner  Pope 
street,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Proprietors 
of  Tremont  Temple,  to  project  four  lamps  from 
their  edifice. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
William  Gray,  assignee  of  Boston  Hemp  Manu- 
facturing Company,  for  the  release  of  certain 
rights  conveyed  by  said  company  to  the  town  of 
Roxbury. 

HEARINGS. 

Hearings  were  had  as  follows: 

On  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in  East 
Fifth  street,  between  N  and  O  streets;  in  Childs 
street,  between  Lee  and  South  streets.    A  remon- 


strance was  received  from  W.  H.  Goodwin  against 
the  Childs-street  sewer.  No  other  objections. 
Severally  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers. 

On  proposed  location  of  steam  engine,  by 
George  He  wins,  at  Nos.  291  and  293  Commercial 
street.  No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions,  etc.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  the  Boston  Water  Board  to  sell 
water  to  city  of  Cambridge  upon  satisfactory 
terms.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Request  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  for 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $27,000.  (City  Doc. 
113.)  Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance  in  con- 
currence. 

Auditor's  exhibit  for  Oct.  1,  1880.  (City  Doc. 
112.)    Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  in  favor  of 
passage  of  the  order  to  pay  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  $16,875  for  a  certain  lot  of  land 
on  Huntington  avenue  and  West  Newton  street, 
and  for  an  order  to  transfer  that  amount  from 
the  Reserved  Fund. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  understand  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  that  it 
is  useless  to  pass  this  appropriation,  for  they  will 
not  give  a  deed  of  this  laud  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
They  say  they  have  already  sold  it  to  the  Hun- 
tington Land  Associates  and  will  refuse  to  give 
it  to  the  city  under  any  circumstances.  I  do  not 
know  but  we  may  as  well  pass  the  order,  as  it 
might  give  the  city  a  better  claim  to  the  land 
than  it  otherwise  would  have;  but  I  am  only  stat- 
ing facts  as  the  president  of  the  Water  Power 
Company  stated  them  to  me. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  12, 
nays  0.  The  order  accepting  said  land  was  also 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  a  transfer  of  $3000  from 
House  of  Industry  appropriation  to  Charlestown 
Almshouse  appropriation.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence—yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  in  favor  of  transferring  from  Reserved 
Fund  $2500  to  meet  expense  of  printing  memorial 
of  celebration  of  two  hundred  and  fiftierh  anni- 
versary of  settlement  of  Boston.  Passed  in  con- 
currence— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  to  print  Index  of  Proceedings  of  City 
Council  of  1880,  upon  the  same  plan  as  that  of  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  for  previous  years.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  John  A.  Duggan  and  others,  con- 
stables, being  presented  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

LEASE  TO  PRODUCE  EXCHANGE. 

The  lease  of  the  rooms  of  the  Boston  Produce 
Exchange,  for  three  years  from  Oct.  1,  1880,  to 
said  exchange,  being  presented  duly  certified.was 
approved  by  the  Boaid. 

BRIDGES, 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Henry  A.  Bolan,  for  services  as  Superintendent  of 
Charles  River  Bridge  from  June  28,  1880,  to  Sept. 
9, 1880,  inclusive,  the  sum  of  $300,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Salaries. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order— That  the  Gold  and  Stock 
Telegraph  Company  be  authorized  to  attach  to 
the  guard  on  the  westerly  side  of  Warren  Bridge 
six  fixtures  for  the  support  of  telephone  lines, 
and  also  to  erect  a  fixture  for  the  same  purpose 
on  the  roof  of  the  old  tollhouse,  on  said  bridge; 
provided,  that  said  company  shall  first  give  to 
the  city  an  agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory  to 
the  City  Solicitor,  to  save  harmless  said  city 
against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  and 
expenses  for,  or  on  account  of,  the  attaching  or 
maintaining  of  said  fixtures;  and  provided  also, 
that  said  company  shall  attach  said  fixtures  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  the  City  Engineer,  and 
shall  agree  to  remove  the  same  when  directed  to 
do  so  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Cambridge-street  Bridge,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  $800,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Passed. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 
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Reports— That  of  petitions  of  John  J.  Williams, 
for  damages  to  estate  on  Fifth  street,  caused  by 
surface  water,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving.    Accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
John  Quinn,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  in- 
juries caused  by  the  carelessness  of  members  of 
the  Fire  Department;  and  Catherine  Murphy,  for 
compensation  on  account  of  the  death  of  her 
son,  who  was  killed  by  being  run  over  by  a  steam 
fire  engine.    Severally  accepted. 

AWNING    SIGN. 

Alderman  BrecK  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  in 
favor  of  granting  a  permit  to  J  jaquin  &  Cie.  to 
project  a  canvas  sign  in  front  of  their  store,  32 
Temple  place,  on  the  usual  conditions.  Accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Minors'  applications  granted— One  bootblack, 
five  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Jomt  Committee  on  Public  Instruction: 
West    Newton-street   Schoolhovse. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  School  Committee 
for  the  erection  of  a  school  building  containing 
eight  rooms  on  West  Newton  street,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report  that  there 
does  n  it  seem  to  be  any  immediatee  necessity  for 
such  a  building,  and  the  committe  would  there- 
fore respectfully  recommend  that  the  subject  be 
referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 
For  the  Committee. 

J.  A.  Tucker,  Chairman. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.    Sent  down. 
Avon  Place  School. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  school  that  other 
accommodations  be  provided  for  the  schools  now 
occupying  Day's  Chapel,  having  considered  the 
subject,  beg  leave  to  report,  as  follows:  Day's 
Chapel  is  hired  at  an  annual  rent  of  $500,  and  ac- 
commodates two  primary  classes.  It  is  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  heat  the  rooms  properly,  and 
they  are  therefore  very  uncomfortable  in  cold 
weather.  For  those  and  other  reasons  the  Dis- 
trict Committee  desire  that  accommodations 
be  provided  elsewhere.  It  appears  there  is 
land  enough  connected  with  the  Avon-place 
schoolhouse  to  permit  the  erection  of  an  addition 
which  will  accommodate  the  schools  now  held 
in  the  chapel,  and  that  the  cost  of  such  an  addi- 
tion would  nor,  be  very  great.  The  location  is  as 
desirable,  with  reference  to  the  convenience  of 
the  pupils,  as  the  present  one,  and  the  change  by 
the  saving  in  rent  and  other  expenses  is  in  the 
direction  of  economy.  Yonr  committee  therefore 
believe  that  the  request  of  the  School  Committee 
should  be  granted,  and  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be 
requested  to  build  an  addition  to  the  Avon-place 
schoolhouse  containing  accommodations  for  two 
primary  classes. 

For  the  Committee. 

J.  A.  Tucker, 
Chairman. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Evening  High  School. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, that  arrangements  be  made  for  lighting  a 
sufficient  number  of  rooms  in  the  new  High-school 
building  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Even- 
ing High  School,  having  considered  the  subject, 
beg  leave  to  report  as  follows:  The  building  which 
is  occupied  by  the  Evening  High  School  has  been 
sold  and  possession  is  to  be  given  on  the  first  day 
of  January.  It  is  therefore  necessary  that  other 
accommodations  should  be  provided,  and  it  is 
desirable  that  this  should  be  done  at  an  early 
day,  as  it  is  believed  that  the  number  of  pupils 
will  1)6  greatly  increased  as  soon  as  the  location 
of  the  school  is  definitely  decided  upon.  There 
are  now  about  five  hundred  pupils  registered,  and 
it  is  thought  that  the  number  will  be  doubled 
or  even  trebled  if  suitable  accenimotfations 
are  furnished.  It  appears  that  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  rooms  in  the  new  High  Schoolhouse  which 
will  not  lie  required  for  the  English  Hifih  School, 
and  will  remain  unoccupied  unless  appropriated 
for  other  purposes,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  pro- 


vide means  for  lighting  these  rooms  to  fit  them 
for  the  use  of  the  evening  High  School.  The  ex- 
pense of  doing  this  will  not  be  very  great.  Your 
committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  evening 
High  School  is  accomplishing  a  great  amount  of 
good  in  affording  educational  facilities  to  young 
men  and  women  who  would  otherwise  be  unable 
to  pursue  the  advanced  studies,  and  they  believe 
that  its  usefulness  will  be  much  increased  by  the 
proposed  changes.  They,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  provide  facilities  for  light- 
ing a  sufficient  number  of  rooms  in  the  new  Eng- 
lish High  Schoolhouse  to  accommodate  the  Even- 
ing High  School. 

For  the  committee. 

J.  A.  Tucker,  Chairman. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Alderman  Slade— I  wish  that  could  lay  over  a 
week.  The  High  School  building  is  not  completed. 
I  do  not  know  what  this  means. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  have  no  objection  to  let- 
ting it  lay  over,  but  the  recommendation  has 
passed  the  School  Board,  and  they  have  passed  a 
vote  to  take  that  building  for  the  purposes 
named.  The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
had  representatives  of  the  School  Committee  be- 
fore them,  and  they  urged  strongly  that  the 
School  Committee  were  united  in  that  plan,  and 
were  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  the  only  wise 
course  to  pursue.  There  was  only  one  objection, 
which  was  by  the  City  Architect,  that  they  might 
use  oil  lamps  instead  of  gas.  I  only  make  this 
statement  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  may  understand  the  facts  in 
case.  Still,  1  have  no  objection  to  its  going  over  a 
week  if  it  is  necessary. 

The  report  was  laid  over. 

STABLES  AND  CELLARS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows:  Peter  Havey, 
Dudley  avenue,  Ward  23;  J.  V.  N.  Stultz,  Warren 
street,  corner  Dunreath  place;  G.  W.  Hollis,  cor- 
ner Brighton  avenue  and  Market  streets,  Ward 
25;  William  Colwell,  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Ward 
25;  John  L.  Gardner,  Jr.,  on  unnamed  street,  near 
Beaver  street,  and  in  rear  of  Beacon  street, 
Ward  9;  G.  W.  Hollis,  North  Beacon  street 
Ward  25. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  Leopold  Morse  have  leave  to  con- 
struct basement  of  store  on  South  street,  two 
feet  below  grade  12,  for  storage  only.     Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered— That  $09.03  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  William  Thompson's  heirs  for 
a  sewer  in  Change  avenue,  and  that  the  same 
amount  be  assessed  upon  Edward  Thompson,  trus- 
tee, under  the  will  of  Abigail  Thompson,  and 
Louisa  Thompson. 

STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  P. 
McDonnell,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  by  the  city 
on  Union  avenue,  WestRoxbury;  Elizabeth  J. 
Amory,  for  an  increased  award  for  land  on  Wash- 
ington street,  taken  for  the  Broadway  extension. 
Severally  accepted. 

Order  to  pay  Betsey  K.  Batchelder  $536  for  land 
taken,  etc.,  in  the  relocation  of  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Canterbury  and  Harvard  streets. 
Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  Batchelder  $330  for  larnd 
taken  by  the  relocation  of  Blue  Hill  avenue,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Canterbury  and  Harvard  streets. 
Passed. 

BACK  BAY  IMPROVEMENT. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  authorized 
to  accept  from  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company 
and  Dwight  Foster  and  othe-  i,  trustees,  the  deeds 
of  the  fifty-foot  streets  adjo.-iing  the  Beacon  en- 
trance to  the  Back  Bay  Park,  notwithstanding 
the  attachments  of  Franklin  Haven  and  others, 
trustees,  provided  that  the  said  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  will  give  a  bond,  without  sure- 
ties, to  indemnify    the    city   against   any  loss  or 
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claim  which  may  arise  from   any  judgment  that, 
may  be  recovered  in  the  suits  under  which  said 
attachments  are  made. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

WARRANTS  FOR  STATE  ELECTION". 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  the  meet- 
ings of  the  legal  voters  of  this  city  within  the 
voting  precincts  of  the  wards  in  which  thev  re- 
spectively reside,  on  Tuesday,  the  second  day  of 
November,  being  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Mon- 
day of  said  month,  at  7  o'clock,  A.  M.,  then  and 
there  to  give  in  their  votes  for  the  following 
officers,  viz.,  Thirteen  electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each 
ballot  for  such  electors  to  contain  the  names  of  at 
least  one  inhabitant  of  each  congressional 
district  of  this  Commonwealth;  also  for  a 
Governor,  a  Lieutenant  Governor,  Secretary, 
Auditor,  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General  and 
Attorney  General  of  this  Commonwealth;  also  for 
members  of  the  next  Congress  of  the  United 
States  from  the  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  eighth 
districts,  and  for  the  required  number  of  Council- 
lors, Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  this 
city  is  entitled;  also  for  a  Sheriff,  a  District  Attor- 
ney and  three  Commissioners  ot  Insolvency  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk.  All  the  foregoing  to  be 
voted  for  on  one  ballot,  the  polls  to  be  kept  open 
until  4%  o'clock  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given,  pursuant  to  law, 
that  the  registration  of  voters  for  the  purpose  of 
said  election  will  cease  on  Tuesday,  the  19th  day 
of  October,  instant,  at  ten  o'clock  P.  M. 

Severally  passed. 

PAUL  STREET  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  Patrick 
McBreen  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  to  close  Paul 
street,  between  Village  and  Emerald  streets, 
against  travel  by  vehicles  while  certain  founda- 
tion walls  in  said  portion  of  Paul  street  are  being 
laid.    Passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  edgestones  and  side- 
walks in  sundry  streets,  with  orders  for  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  the  same.  Orders 
passed. 

Order  for  permission  to  the  American  Steam 
Gauge  Company  to  lay  a  steam  pipe  under  a  por- 
tion of  Chardon  street,  on  the  usual  conditions. 
Passed. 

Order  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  of  Sam- 
uel B.  Pierce  and  Franklin  King  on  Ware  street. 
Passed. 

Orders  for  edgestones  and  paved  gutters  on 
Trull  street,  between  Bellevue  and  Harwich 
streets;  to  grade  King  street,  Dorchester,  esti- 
mated cost  S15ffb.    Passed. 

Metropolitan  Railroad. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  construct  a  curved  track  at 
the  northwest  corner  of  Washington  and  North- 
ampton streets,  etc.,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
For  the  Committee. 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  down  two  curve'Tl  tracks  at  the 
northwesterly  corner  of  Washington  and  North- 
ampton streets,  said  tracks  being  shown  by  red 
lines  on  a  plan  drawn  by  Arthur  Hodges,  Civil 
Engineer,  dated  Sept.  24,  1880,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  The 
right  to  lay  down  said  curved  tracks  is  upon  con- 
dition that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  said 
tracks — the  form  .if  rail,  and  the  kind  and  quality 
of  material  to  be  used  in  paving  said  tracks — 
shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by 
them.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of 
location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  herein  contained,  and  shall 
file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City 
Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  this  order; 
otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 


Ordered,  That  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany be  authorized  to  run  six  additional  cars  on 
its  West  End  line  route,  and  for  that  purpose  to 
enter  upon  and  use  with  its  horses  and  cars  the 
tracks  of  the  Highland  Street  Railway  Company 
on  Northampton  street,  between  Sbawmut  ave- 
nue and  Tremont  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

S.  F.  McCleary,  City  Clerk. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Elevated  Hailroads. 

City  of  Boston,  1 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  11,  1830. ) 

On  the  seveial  petitions  of  the  Cambridge  and. 
South  Boston  Railroad  Associates,  the  Boston  and 
Brookline  Railroad  Associates,  the  Charlestown 
and  Milton  Railroad  Associates  and  the  Boston 
and  Dorchester  Railroad  Associates,  severally 
asking  the  approval  by  this  Board  of  the  project- 
ed routes  of  their  respective  railways  within  this 
city,  it  appearing  to  the  Board,  after  due  notice 
and  public  hearings  on  said  petitions,  that  the 
public  safety  and  convenience  would  be  endan- 
gered, and  the  property  of  abutters  be  greatly  in- 
jured, by  the  construction  of  the  proposed  rail- 
ways over  the  projected  routes;  it  is  therefore 
hereby 

Resolved,  That  it'is  inexpedient  to  grant  an 
approval  of  the  routes  proposed  by  said  several 
railroad  associates  within  the  limits  of  this  city, 
and  that  therefore  said  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw. 

For  the  Committee. 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Alderman  Slade— As  directed  by  this  Board,  the 
Committee  on  Paving  conferred  with  the  City 
Solicitor,  and  I  thinkhe  has  given  it  careful  at- 
tention. The  result  of  it,  and  our  judgment,  is 
that  this  is  the  proper  report  to  make. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  resolution 
passed. 

detection  of  incendiaries. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten,  the  order  au- 
thorizing the  Mayor  to  offer  a  reward  for  the 
detection,  arrest  and  conviction  of  incendiaries 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  the  following: 

Ordered— That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  offer  a  reward  of  §500  for 
information  which  shall  lead  to  the  detection  and 
conviction  of  either  of  the  incendiaries  who  set 
fire  to  the  premises  of  William  H.  Leatherbee  & 
Son,  572-570  Albany  street,  Sept.  12;  Dexter  Roby 
&  Co.,  Causeway  street,  Sept.  14;  Blacker  &  Sbep- 
ard,  412-414  Albany  street,  Sept.  17;  New  England 
Organ  Company,  73-75  Wareham  street,  Oct.  1; 
rear  of  13  Prentiss  street,  Sept.  30;  Nos.  1-3  Liv- 
ingston street,  Oct.  4,  5  and  6. 

Passed. 

employment   of   laborers   on   stony   brook 
improvement. 

The  following  was  received,  and  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Tucker,  amended  at  the  suggestion  of 
Alderman  Wowlley,  was  referred  to  the  Special 
Committee  on  the  Stony  Brook  Improvement,  and 
sent  down: 

Boston,  Oct.  10,  1880. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  tlie  City  of  Boston :  Honored  Gentlemen — 
We  are  approaching  an  epoch  in  the  history  of 
our  great  nation  which  excites  the  patriotic 
watchfulness  of  the  lovers  of  liberty  and  justice. 
We  are  about  to  manifest  to  the  world  that  the 
measures  of  reform  inaugurated  in  the  formation 
of  a  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and 
for  the  people   will  be  perpetuated  for  all  time. 

It  is  possible  that  in  the  distant  future  the  great 
political  parties  now  in  existence  may  be  known 
only  in  history;  but  it  matters  not,  the  People's 
Republic  will  live  forever. 

Therefore,  gentlemen,  you  being  an  institution 
of  this  Republic,  created  by  the  people  for  the 
purpose  of  deliberating  on  and  instituting  re- 
formatory measures,  you  are  called  on  not  by  any 
faction  nor  by  any  political  party;  you  are  called, 
not  in  vows  of  vengeance  nor  in  excitement, 
other  than  the  excitement  of  one  of  our  indus- 
trial unions  which  has  been  stunned  by  your 
treatment  of  its  members,  causing  them  to  be 
locked  out  of  employment  on  the  "Stony  Brook 
sewer"  through  the  conduct  of  certain  employers 
of  the  city  constructing  the  stone-work  on  the 
sewer. 

Now  gentlemen,  we,  the  Legislative  Committee 
of  the  Central  Trades  and  Labor  Union  of  Bostou, 
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request  permission  to  appear  before  you  in  behalf 
of  the  organized  unions  of  Boston,  that  we  be 
permitted  to  show  reason  why  trades  unions 
should  not  be  trampled  on  or  ignored  by  the  city, 
as  in  this  case  of  the  Stone  Masons'  Union,  (ieu- 
-tlemen,  you  will  find  advocates  of  trades  union- 
ism to  be  the  better  class  of  the  industrial  classes, 
men  on  whose  shoulders  rests  much  of  the  bur- 
dens of  this  great  nation.  This  fact  is  proven  by 
a  study  of  the  past. 


Hoping  to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience, we  remain 

Your  obedient  servants, 
The  Legislative  Committee  of  the  Central  Trades 

and  Labor  Union.  N.  E.  O'Sullivajj, 

Chairman. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  and 
stood  adjourned  until  tomorrow  evening  at  7% 
o'clock  P.  M.,  to  meet  in  convention  with  the 
School  Committee. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBEE    18,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 

Inspector  of  Buildings— John  S.  Damrell,  con- 
firmed.    Sent  down. 

Inspectors  of  Elections. 

Ward  22,  Precinct  1— Charles  J.  Blasser,  in  place 
of  Abraham  Baldwin,  resigned. 

Ward  24,  Precinct  1— Joseph  J.  McCarthy,  in 
place  of  William  Chadbourne,  resigned. 

Ward  18,  Precinct  2— Thomas  J.  McGowan,  in 
place  of  F.  D.  Flagg,  resigned. 

Ward  1,  Precinct  4 — Jonathan  E.  Munroe,  in 
place  of  George  E.  Rice,  resigned. 

Ward  6,  Precinct  1— William  H.  McCarthy,  in 
place  of  Patrick  Malone,  resigned. 

Ward  6,  Precinct  4— Patrick  Campbell,  in  place 
of  James  T.  Gallagher,  resigned. 

Severally  confirmed. 

ANNIVERSARY     OF     FORMATION     OF     THE     STATE 
GOVERNMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall,  \ 
BOSTON,  Oct.  18, 1880.      ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— I  transmit 
herewith  for  your  consideration  a  communica- 
tion from  the  New  England  Historic,  Genealogi- 
cal Society,  relative  to  the  proposed  observance 
of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution  and  the  organization  of  the  State 
Government,  on  the  25th  of  October,  1780,   and  I 
respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  placing  such 
decorations  upoD  the  Old  State  House  building  as 
may  seem  appropriate  in  commemoration  of  the 
important  events  in  the  history  of  Massachusetts 
which  took  place  in  that  building  on  that  day. 
Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 
Society's  House, 
18  Somerset  street,  Boston,  Mass., 
Oct.  14, 1880. 

To  His  Honor  Frederic  O.  Prince,  Mayor,  and 
the.  City  Council  of  Boston :  Gentlemen — His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  having  signified  to  us  his 
intention  to  observe  the  approaching  centennial 
anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
and  the  organization  of  the  State  Government, 
on  the  25th  of  October,  1780,  when  John  Hancock 
was  inaugurated  as  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  in  the  Old  State  House, 
now  the  property  of  the  city  of  Boston,  we  ask 
leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  designating 
tnat  building  as  may  be  thought  proper  on  the 
Sime  occasion.  Within  its  walls,  in  the  year  1774, 
General  Gage  read  his  commission  as  Governor 
of  the  colony  and  commander-in-chief  of  his 
majesty's  forces  in  America,  and  six  years  there- 
after John  Hancock,  who,  as  coir  mander  of  the 
"Governor's  Independent  Company  of  Cadets," 
had  escorted  him  to  the  State  House,  and  was 
soon  thereafter  dismissed  from  office,  occupied 
the  same  hall  for  the  delivery  of  his  inaugural  ad- 
dress as  governor  of  an  independent  Common- 
wealth. Hoping  that  his  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor may  have  an  opportunity  to  visit  this  vener- 
able buildinsr  wherein  one  hundred  years  ago  the 
present  State  Government  was  organized,  we  re- 
main, very  respectfully,  yours,  etc. 

Wm.  W.  Wheildon, 
In    behalf  of  the  Committee  of  the  N.  E.  His., 
Gen.  Society. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, with  full  power.    Sent  down. 

petitions  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  Soley,  to 
move  a  wooden  building  from  rear  47  Everett 
street,  Ward  2,  across  said  street;  Thomas  Hills 
et  al.,  for  edgestones  on  H  street,  between 
Seventh  and  Eighth  streets;  Thomas  Restieaux 
et  al.,  for  flagging  crossing  across  Sumner  street, 
at  Stoughton  street,  Dorchester;  Nathan  Weston 
et  al.,  for  a  crossing  across  Dorchester  avenue,  at 
King  street. 

Samuel  Rice,  for  a  retaining  wall,  904-912  Har- 
rison avenue;  John  Cavanagh  &  Son,  to  move 
wooden  building  from  Foundry  street,  opposite 
Division  street,  to  Foundry   street  near  Division 


street,  Ward  13;  D.  H,  McKay,  for  edgestones  and 
brick  sidewalk  on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  corner  Hay- 
ward  street. 

William  Noble  et  al.,  for  a  plank  walk  on  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  between  Chester  park  and 
Hereford  street;  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company, 
for  leave  to  construct  a  turnout  300  feet  long  on 
Hancock  street,  Ward  24;  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, for  leave  to  set  telegraph  poles  corner 
Boylston  street  and  Arlington  street,  and  on 
Dorchester  avenue,  near  Fuller  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estates  of  Mary  M.  Adams,  Cazenove 
place;  George  F.  Folsom,  10  Alleghany  street;  W. 
Zeigler,  14  Alleghany  street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Mary  M.  Adams  on  Columbus  avenue;  Joseph 
Cleve,  49  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Rufus  Estabrook,  53 
Blue  Hill  avenue;  Elizabeth  Murry,  201  Havre 
street;  E.  J.  Stafford,  55  Blue  Hill  avenne;  James 
Fisher,  57  Hlue  Hill  avenue;  C.  F.  Stafford  and  H. 
M.  Temple,  51  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Robert  B.  Fair- 
bairn,  628  Warren  street;  A.  J.  Tower,  corner  of 
Albany  and  Dedham  streets;  Leopold  Vogel,  on 
Boylston  street;  Ellen  Kelley,  17 Telegraph  street; 
George  B.  Taylor,  Berwick  park;  William  T.  Bar- 
ker, 22  Mather  street;  John  Barry,  199  Havre 
street;  L.  E.  H.  Jones,  Pleasant  street. 

G.  M.  Starbird  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalk  on  Bun- 
ker Hill  street,  from  Tufts  street  to  Everett 
street,  may  be  laid. 

Notice  of  hearing  before  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners on  petitions  of  Cambridge  and  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad  companies  et  al. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Nathan 
Weston  et  al.,  for  shade  trees  in  King  street,  Ward 
24,  to  replace  those  destroyed  in  the  construction 
of  a  sewer  in  said  street;  Edward  Haynes  et  al., 
that  trees  be  planted  on  Fairfield  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat' 
ters.  Copy  of  proposed  petition  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  tho  annexation  of  Squantum  to  Boston; 
copies  of  proposed  petitions  to  the  Legislature  for 
charters  by  the  Cambridge  &  South  Boston, 
Brookline  &  Boston,  Charlestown  &  Milton,  and 
Boston  &  Dorchester  Railroad  Associates. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  ana  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Louisa 
Becker,  for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  from  No.  42 
Lagrange  place;  J.  E.  Pott  r,  to  erect  wooden 
buildings  on  Pope  street,  near  Moore  street, 
Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  Thomas  F. 
Burke,  tor  appointment  as  Superintendent  of 
Chelsea  Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  J.  S.  Robinson 
et  al.,  for  street  lamps  on  Avon  street,  Ward  23; 
Jonathan  French  et  al.,  for  public  lamps  on  Wy- 
oming street,  Roxbury;  Theodore  Thaxter  et  al., 
for  street  lamps  in  Bowdoin  square,  Ward  24; 
David  Clapp  et  al.,  for  gas  lamp  at  corner  of  F 
and  Gold  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Request  of  School  Committee  that  rooms  in  Tick- 
nor  Schoolhouse  be  fitted  for  an  evening  school. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  D.  H.  McKay,  for  leave  to  oct  upy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks.  Trin- 
ity Church  and  others,  that  the  triangular 
lot  of  land  on  Dartmouth  and  Boylston  streets  be 
laid  out  as  a  public  square. 

hearings. 

Hearings  were  had  as  follows: 

On  the  expediency  of  taking  certain  land  for  a 
sewer  in  street  between  Huntington  avenue  and 
Falmouth  street. 

William  Gray  appeared  as  a  remonstrant,  being 
an  owner  of  a  small  piece  of  land  proposed  to  be 
taken,  and  showing  a  plan  of  the  territory  as  laid 
out  many  years  ago,  by  which  the  direction  of  the 
sewer  would  be  straight,  instead  of  curved,  as 
proposed.  Various  conveyances  were  made  on 
the  territory  thirty  years  ago,  and  the  natural 
route  of  the  sewer  is  over  it. 

The  order  and  other  papers  in  the  case  were 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

STATE    AID. 

The  report  of  the  Paymaster  of  State  Aid  for 
the  quarter  ending  Sept.  30  was  received  and 
sent  down.  Received,  $23,259;  disbursed,  $22,- 
935. 

LOCATION    ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan    Railroad     Company,     accepting     their 
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seventy-third  location,  granted  Oct.  11,  instant. 
Placed  on  file. 

PETITION    FOR    STEAM    ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  W.  G.  Roby  &  C»., 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  at  52 
Fulton  street,  and  an  order  was  passed  for  a 
healing  thereon  on  Monday,  Nov.  8,  1880. 

BONDS    APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  George  B.  Muuroe  and  others, 
Constables,  being  presented  duly  certified,  were 
approved  by  the  Board. 

SCHOOL    HOUSES. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance: 

Report  and  order— That  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer 
from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
School  Houses,  Public  Buildings,  the  sum  of 
$27,000.  Order  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Ordered,  That  the  minor's  license  No.  159,  here- 
tofore granted  to  Michael  Sullivan,  a  newsboy, 
be  revoked,  for  violation  of  the  rules  of  this 
Board.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretofore  granted 
to  Patrick  E.  Murray  to  run  coaches  from  Nepon- 
set  to  Uphams'  Corner.be  transferred  to  William 
F.  Abbott.    Passed. 

Minors'  applications  granted— Three  news- 
boys.   Accepted. 

RELEASE  FROM  COUNTY  JAIL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending the  release  of  Eliza  McGinnis  from  the 
county  jail.    Accepted. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  George  Hewins 
to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  at  Nos.  291  and 
293  Commercial  street.    Accepted. 

SWING   SIGN. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Report  that  the  proprietors  of  Tremont  Temple 
have  leave  to  project  four  lamps  from  their  edi- 
fice.   Accepted. 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Walbridge  it  was  or- 
dered—That so  much  of  the  sixteenth  annual 
report  of  the  City  Hospital  trustees  (City  Doc, 
No.  82,  page  6)  as  relates  to  the  purchase  of  addi- 
tional land  for  that  institution  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  City  Hospital.    Sent  down. 

STABLES    AND  CELLARS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committtee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  by  Martin  Norton  on  a 
place  between  Neponset  avenue  and  Florence 
street,  Ward  23,  and  W.  H.  L.  Smith  on  Mill 
street,  near  Ashland  street,  Ward  24.  Severally 
accepted. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  Hayward  P. 
Hall  to  excavate  a  cellar  at  79  and  81  Northamp- 
ton street,  two  feet  below  grade  12,  to  be  used  for 
storage  only  and  in  conformity  with  section  30, 
chapter  377,  acts  of  1872.    Accepted. 

EVENING    HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
Order  to  fit  up  lower  rooms  in  new  high-school 
building  for  the  evening  high  school. 

Alderman  Slade— I  move  to  lay  that  on  the 
table.  I  make  that  motion  without  any  com- 
ments on  it  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Flynn— Unless  the  Alderman  will 
.give  some  good  reasons,  I  hope  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table  will  not  prevail.  It  is  getting 
pretty  late,  and  if  any  good  is  to  be  done  by  that 
school  this  winter,  it  seems  to  me  we  should  be- 
gin to  do  something  with  this  building. 

Alderman  Slade — It  is  well  enough  known  to 
this  Board  that  we  have  been  for  the  last  three 
years  building  a  magnificent  public-school  build- 
ing. It  is  not  quite  finished,  but  very  nearly. 
Now,  the  committee  who  have  had  charge  of  this 
have  asked  ot  the  School  Committee  and  of  the 
masters,  all  the  way  along,  to  have  everything 
done  while  the  building  was  being  built.    That,  it 


is  probable  will  have  to  be  done.  We  have  been 
very  careful  and  very  cautious.  Now  these 
rooms  that  they  suggest  are  not  to  be 
used  are  all  brick  partitions  and  heavy  brick 
walls,  the  floors  have  been  laid  with  tiling, 
and  are  now  in  good  condition  for  occupancy,  or 
will  be  in  a  very  few  days.  Now  if  this  Board, 
before  that  building  is  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
School  Committee— I  don't  know  as  it  makes  any 
odds  whether  they  do  if,  or  not— I  know  the  mas- 
ters are  not  in  favor  of  this  arrangement — but  at 
all  events  if  it  is  to  be  done  at  all,  it  will  cost  four 
or  five  thousand  dollars  to  put  the  gas  in  there. 
And  as  I  have  said  before,  we  have  got  to  riy>  up 
the  marble  tiling  and  put  in  the  pipes,  etc.  So 
long  as  this  building  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  don't  let 's  do  it.  After  it  is  given 
up  to  the  School  Committee,  and  if  they  think 
they  can  use  it  for  this  purpose,  let  them  do  it. 
There  is  a  large  room  built  expressly  for  drawing 
purposes,  and  perhaps  they  will  think  it  is  best 
to  use  that.  But  it  at  this  time  we  pass  a  vote  to 
rip  up  that  building  in  that  way,  it  will  be  all 
wrong.  Probably  within  three  or  four  weeks  this 
building  will  be  turned  over  to  the  School 
Committee,  and  it  they  think  it  is  prudent  or  best 
to  make  this  piece  of  work,  let  them  do  so,  but  it 
will  certainly  cost  a  good  many  thousand  dollars 
to  do  it. 

Alderman  Tucker— There  seems  to  be  a  misun- 
derstanding in  this  matter.  The  Committee  on 
the  part  of  the  School  Board  were  before  the  Com- 
mittee o.n  Public  Instruction,  and  stated  that  the 
School  Board  had  voted  to  use  this  building  for 
evening  schools,  and  the  question  was  pretty 
thoroughly  discussed  in  regard  to  the  lighting  of 
the  building,  and  it  was  suggested  by  some  that 
if  they  had  to  put  in  gas  pipes  they  would  disfig- 
ure it  very  much.  The  question  was  asked  Mr. 
Reed,  who  appeared  before  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  and  he  said  they  would  be 
perfectly  satisfied  to  have  the  rooms  lighted  with 
oil,  but  they  were  very  desirous  of  having 
the  evening  schools  held  in  that  building.  It 
seemed  to  be  the  best  place  for  them,  and  they 
will  soon  be  without  any  place.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction  had  no  particular  interest 
in  the  matter  farther  than  to  make  provision  tor 
the  evening  high  school.  There  seems  to  be  con- 
siderable anxiety  about  carrying  out  the  plan  of 
putting  in  gas  fixtures,  but  Mr.  Clough,  the  City 
Architect,  came  to  me,  and  when  I  stated  that 
the  School  Committee  thought  they  would  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  to  have  oil,  he  said  he  should  n't 
object  to  it.  But  if  the  building  is  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  city,  instead  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee, then  this  may  as  well  go  ever,  as  it  is  to  be 
surrendered  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  I  merely 
wished  to  have  the  Board  understand  that  it  is  n't 
necessary  to  put  the  gas  pipes  in  there,  because 
the  rooms  can  be  lighted  sufficiently  with  coal 
oil,  which  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Slade — After  this  building  is  turned 
over  to  t^e  School  Committee,  if  they  want  to 
use  it  for  drawing  purposes,  they  can  do  it.  If 
they  want  to  use  oil,  they  can  do  it,  and  we  shall 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  After  it  is  turned 
over  to  them,  they  can  do  what  may  seem  to  them 
best.  Until  it  is  turned  over  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee I  hope  we  shall  not  do  it. 

Alderman  Flynn — It  seems  to  me  the  reasons 
given  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  are  the 
most  flimsy  I  ever  heard  given  by  a  chairman  of 
a  committee.  He  says  we  have  not  turned  this 
building  over  to  the  School  Committee,  and 
therefore  don't  disrupt  anything  that 
has  been  done.  It  seems  to  me  that  before  this 
building  is  turned  over,  every  convenience  should 
be  put  in,  so  that  the  School  Board  may  go  on  and 
allow  this  evening  school  to  be  held  there.  I  do 
not  think  it  should  be  turned  over  until  it  is  in  a 
condition  to  be  occupied.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  other  buildings  have  been  sold.  The  one  on 
South  street  has  been  sold  and  is  to  be  occupied 
on  the  first  of  January.  Here  we  have  a  building 
erected  at  a  cost  of  half  a  million  dollars.  It 
was  built  to  accommodate  not  only  the  day  schol- 
ars, but  also  any  that  the  School  Board  "should 
see  fit  to  put  in  there.  Therefore,  I  hope  the 
Board  will  order  the  necessary  changes  to  be 
made,  so  that  the  schools  can  be  held  there  in  the 
evenings. 

Alderman  Caton — I  would  ask  the  Chairman  of 
the  committee  what  those  rooms  were  intended 
for?  If  they  were  intended  to  be  used  only  in  the 
day  time,  and  why  there  was  n't  gas  put  into  the 
rooms  ? 
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Alderman  Slade— There  is  gas  in  the  looms  de- 
signed for  this  puipose.  It  the  School  Commit- 
tee want  to  use  the  rooms  intended  for  this  very 
purpose,  of  course  they  can  do  it,  and  there  is 
gas  already  there.  "We  put  the  gas  into  every 
room  where  they  asked  for  it,  and  have  put  it  in- 
to more  than  they  asked  for.  But  those  rooms 
they  are  not  going  to  use  are  just  like  all  the  rest 
of  the  rooms.  There  are  forty-eight  rooms  just 
alke.  There  are  other  rooms  for  drawiDg,  and  if 
the  School  Committee  see  lit  to  use  these  rooms 
for  the  evening  schools  they  can  do  so.  But  it 
will  not  be  right,  I  think,  for  this  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  go  and  turn  over  half  a  dozen  rooms  be- 
fore the  building  is  delivered  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee. If  the  argument  is  "flimsy,"  I  say  it  is  a 
sound  one,  and  it  will  be  found  so. 

Alderman  Flynn— How  many  rooms  is  it  in- 
tended by  the  School  Committee,  to  use  there  in 
the  day  time  T 

Aldefman  Slade— All  of  them;  at  least,  I  sup- 
pose so.  That  is  what  they  made  them  for.  They 
were  not  built  lor  this  pui  pose. 

Alderman  Flynn— How  many  will  be  occupied  ? 

Alderman  Slade— I  cannot  tell. 

Alderman  Viles— Are  the  rooms  completed  ? 

Alderman  Slade— They  are  completed,  and  the 
whole  of  it  is  supposed  to  be  done  by  the  10th  of 
next  month.  We  shall  get  through  very  near 
about  that  time.    The  rooms  are  all  completed. 

Alderman  Flynn— What  difference  is  there  in 
making  the  alteration  noxv,  and  after  the  build- 
ing is  turned  over  to  the  School  Committee?  If 
it  7s  necessary  that  these  rooms  shall  be  occupied 
by  the  evening  schools,  why  is  n't  it  as  well  to 
make  the  alterations  before  the  building  is  trans- 
ferred to  the  School  Committee  as  it  is  to  do  it 
after  it  is  transferred  to  that  board?  The  city 
will  have  to  pay  the  bill  in  either  event. 

Alderman  Slade— The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Instruction  states  that  they  will  be 
satisfied  to  use  oil  lamps.  If  they  can  do  that, 
there  is  no  use  in  making  any  alteration  until 
after  the  building  is  turned  over  to  the  School 
Board. 

Alderman  Caton— It  seems  to  me  if  gas  is  to  be 
introduced  in  there,  the  additional  pipes  can  be 
run  along  down  the  walls.  There  is  no  trouble 
about  that. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  in  rela- 
tion to  the  inquiry  that  has  been  made,  that  the 
number  of  unoccupied  rooms  will  be  eleven,  on 
the  Latin  School  side. 

The  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table— 7  lor,  5 
agains  . 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  an  order  to  construct  a  common  sewer 
in  Foster  street.    Passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board :  ,     , 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  in  laying  out  streets  as  follows: 

Celia  Leonard,  $800,  widening  of  Commercial 
street;  Henry  Wardwell,  trustee  under  the  will  of 
Josiah  Bumstead,  $8.40,  relocation  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  in  the  vicinity  of  Canterbury  and  Har- 
vard streets. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

THU  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Aldermxn  Whitten  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Water  Board  be  requested 
to  report  to  the  City  Council  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  water  in  the  Sudbuiy  River  basins, 
with  reference  to  its  htness  for  domestic  use,  and 
what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  to  remedy 
the  disagreeable  smell  and  flavor  of  the  water 
now  distributed  in  the  city. 

(Ordered— That  the  Committee  on  Water  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Sudbury  River  basins,  and  if  the  fact 
that  the  Water  Board  turned  water  into  these 
basins  before  they  were  cleared  of  loam,  meadow 
mud  and  vegetation  has  not  affected  the  purity 
of  the  water  supplies  from  said  basins  and  endan- 
gered the  health  of  consumers. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 
Alderman  Woolley,  from  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  offered  an  order— That  Broadway  Bridge 
be  closed  to  all  travel  on  Monday,  Oct.  25,  1880,  to 
allow  an  examination  of  the  centre  of  the  draw 
to  be  made.    Passed. 


IMPROVED   SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age: 

Whereas,  The  city  of  Boston  does  hereby  ad- 
judge it  to  be  necessary  tor  the  public  conven- 
ience that  a  right  to  use  a  parcel  or  strip  of  land 
situated  in  Quincy,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  and 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  shall  be  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  approaching  the  land  taken 
by  the  order  hereinafter  mentioned,  for  carrying 
out  its  projected  system  of  improved  sewerage, 
as  the  same  is  now  being  constructed  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  authorities  herein- 
after mentioned,  and  whereas  said  land  is  owned 
by  a  person  or  persons  unknown,  and  certain  oth- 
er persons  have  or  may  have  a  right  of  way  over 
said  parcel  or  strip  of  land,  it  is  therefore  hereby 

Ordered,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  said  per- 
son or  persons  unknown,  and  to  all  other  persons 
interested,  that  the  city  of  Boston  intends  to  take 
a  right  to  use  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  way  said 
parcel  or  strip  of  land,  from  said  person  or  per- 
sons unknown,  and  from  all  persons  having 
rights  therein,  in  pursuance  of  the  power  and  au- 
thority possessed  by  said  city  under  the  provi- 
sions of  law,  and  especially  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  (136)  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  ana  seventy- 
six  (1876),  entitled  "An  act  to  empower 
the  city  of  Boston  to  lay  and  maintain  a 
main  sewer  discharging  at  Moon  Island, 
in  Boston  Harbor  and  for  other  purposes,  and  of 
chapter  two  handred  and  thirty  (230)  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
(1879),  entitled,  An  act  in  addition  to  "An  act  to 
empower  the  city  of  Boston  to  lay  and  maintain 
a  main  sewer  discharging  at  Moon  Island  in  Bos- 
ton Harbor  and  for  other  purposes." 

Said  parcel  or  strip  of  land  is  situated  in  that 
part  of  said  Quincy  , called  Squantum,  and  is 
described  as  follows,  viz.:  Beginning  at  a  stake 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  described  premises 
at  land  taken  by  the  city  of  Boston  by  order 
hereinafter  mentioned  at  the  point  marked  A  on 
the  plan  herein  referred  to,  thence  running  south 
forty-four  and  one-half  degrees  (44y2°),  west  by 
land  of  the  city  of  Boston  forty-one  and  nine- 
teuths  (41.9)  feet,  thence  continuing  on  the  same 
course  three  hundred  and  sixty  (360)  feet,  thence 
running  south  forty-three  and  one-quarter  (43V4°) 
degrees  west  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  (296) 
feet,  thence  running  south  fifty-one  degrees  (51°) 
west  one  hundred  (100)  feet,  thence  running  south 
tilty-six  and  three-quarters  (56%°)  degrees  west 
two  hundxed  and  forty-five  (245)  feet,  thence  run- 
ning south  thirty-eight  and  one-half  degrees 
(38V20)  west  fifty  (5*0)  feet,  thence  running  south 
twenty-six  degrees  (26°)  west  fifty  (50)  feet,  thence 
running  south  thirteen  degrees  (13°)  west  one 
hundred  (100)  feet,  all  by  land  former- 
ly of  James  Huckius,  deceased,  now  of 
Barnabas  Davis,  surviving  trustee  under 
his  will,  thence  running  south  thirty-nine  and  one- 
half  degrees  (39%°),  west  one  hundred  (100)  feet, 
thence  running  "south  fifty  degrees  (50°).  west 
seventy  (70)  feet,  thence  running  south  fifty-nine 
degree's  (59°),  west  two  hundred  (200)  feet,  thence 
running  south  fifty-four  degrees  (54°),  west  two 
hundred  and  two  (202)  feet,  thence  running  south 
twenty-four  and  one-half  degrees  (24%°).  west 
ninety-eight  (98)  feet,  and  thence  running  south 
nineteen  degrees  (19°),  west  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  (137)  feet,  all  by  land  owned  by  John 
R.  Pratt  at  the  time  of  his  decease  to  a  public 
road,  as  shown  on  said  plan,  thence  running 
northwest  by  said  public  road  thirty-two  (32)  feet, 
thence  turning  and  running  in  a  generally  north- 
erly and  northeasterly  direction  on  various 
courses  by  a  broken  line  parallel  with  and  thirty- 
two  (32)  feet  distant  from  the  lines  hereinbefore 
specifically  described  by  courses  and  distances  to 
land  taken  by  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  purposes 
of  improved  sewerage  by  an  order  ot  taking  ap- 
proved by  the  mayor  of  said  city  of  Boston,  Sept. 
19, 1879,  thence  running  southeast  by  said  land  so 
taken  by  said  city  thirty-two  (32)  feet  to  the  point 
of  beginning,  be  any  or  all  of  said  measurements 
more  or  less.  Being  the  parcel  or  strip  of  land 
shown  on  a  plan  of  lands  at  Squantum,  part  of 
Quincy,  drawn  by  Henry  M.Wightman,  City  Engi- 
neer, dated  Oct.  15, 1880,  and  deposited  in  his  of- 
fice and  marked  on  said  plan,  "Road  to  Squan- 
tum House." 

A  copy  of  said  plan  accompanies  this  order, 
and  is  hereby  referred  to  for  a  better  understand- 
ing of  this  description. 
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And  further,  that  the  takiBg  of  the  right  to  use 
the  described  premises  under  the  power  and  au- 
thority aforesaid  will  be  made  subject  to  the 
reservation  of  the  right  to  use  the  described 
premises  in  all  ways  not  inconsistent  with  the  use 
of  the  city  as  aforesaid,  to  all  persons,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  who  may  now  or  at  any  time  here- 
after be  entitled  to  such  right. 

And  further,  that  Monday,  the  8th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1880,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  the  chamber  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
in  City  Hall,  in  said  city  of  Boston,  be  assigned  as 
the  time  and  place  for  hearing  any  objections 
which  may  be  made  thereto. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Slade — That  is  the  usual  order  of 
notice  of  intention  to  take  land.  It  comes  in  at 
the  present  time  from  the  fact  that  a  street  which 
has  been  travelled  over  for  many  years  proves  to 
be  a  private  way,  and  the  people  out  there  are 
making  us  all  the  trouble  they  can,  and  we  shall 
be  obliged  to  take  this  means  of  going  over  terri- 
tory that  has  been  used  as  a  street  for  many 
years. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Order  granting  permission  to  M.  J.  Kiley  to 
erect  a  flag  pole  on  Washington  street,  near  Dor- 
chester avenue,  on  the  usual  conditions.    Passed. 

Orders  to  establish  grades  of  Pleasant  street 
from  Cottage  and  Pond  streets  to  Stoughton 
street,  Dorchester,  according  to  plan  dated  June 
29,  1880.     Passed. 

Oraer  to  pave  South  Market  street  with  small 
granite  blocks,  estimated  cost  $1100.    Passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  W.  R. 
Cavanagh  to  move  wooden  luilding  from  879 
Sixth  street  across  said  street;  John  Soley,  to 
move  wooden  building  from  47  Everett  street  to 
lot  on  Everett  street;  F.  X.  Nopper  et  al.,  for 
flagging  crossing  on  Shawmut  avenue  in  front  of 
the  German  Catholic  Church.  Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Lyman  Titus  against  the  laying  of  a  brick  side- 
walk in  front  of  his  estate  on  North  avenue. 
Accepted. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Sewers  of  report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  on 
petition  of  John  J.  "Williams  for  damages  to  his 
estate  on  Fifth  street,  caused  by  surface  water. 
Accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estate  of  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company,  corner  of  P  and  First  streets;  for 
edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of  S.  C.  Rverson, 
171  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Charles  H.  Cotton,  173  Blue 
Hill  avenue;  William  V.  Ripley,  175  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue; Timothy  McCarty,  1558  Tremont  street;  and 
George  W.  Tuxbury,  on  Boston  street;  for  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  on  the  easterly  side 
of  Thornton  street,  between  Ellis  and  Oakland 
streets,  and  on  Oakland  street,  between  Thornton 
and  Washington  streets.  Orders  passed. 
Metropolitan  Railroad. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Companv  for  leave  to  lay  down  a  double  track  on 
Meridian -street  Bridge,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order  of  loca- 
tion. For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  down  an  additional  track  on  Me- 
ridian street  from  a  point  forty  five  feet  south 
of  the  southerly  line  of  Condor  street  to  the 
southerly  end  of  Meridian  street  Bridge;  also  an 
additional  track  upon  said  Meridian-street  Bridge 
from  the  southerly  end  thereof  to  the  dividing 
line  between  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  city  of 
Chelsea.  The  track  located  by  this  order  being 
shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan  drawn  bv  Arthur 
Hodges,  civil  engineer,  dated  Sept.  11,  1880,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  track  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  said  track  shall  be  under  the  direc- 
tion and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  be  approved  by  them;  also  upon  condition 
that  the  space  occupied  by  said  track  shall  be 
paved  with  small  grauite  blocks  to  the   satisfac- 


tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  Also  upon 
condition  that  the  said  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location  and 
shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the  condi- 
tions therein  contained,  and  shall  file  said  ac- 
ceptance and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  passage;  oth- 
erwise it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  passed. 

Telephone  Despatch  Company. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Telephone  Despatch  Company  to  erect  poles  in 
the  streets  of  this  city  as  follows,  viz.:  Six  poles 
on  South  street,  between  Summer  and  Beach 
streets;  four  poles  on  Beach  street,  between 
South  and  Albany  streets;  twenty-one  poles  on 
Albany  street,  between  Beach  and  Dover  streets; 
four  poles  on  Dover  street,  between  Albany  street 
and  Harrison  avenue;  forty-eight  poles  on  Harri- 
son avenue,  between  Dover  and  Dudley  streets; 
four  poles  on  Zeigler  street,  between  Harrison 
avenue  and  Washington  street;  twenty-two  poles 
on  Roxbury  street,  between  Washington  and 
Pynchon  streets;  seventeen  poles  on  Pynchon 
street,  between  Roxbury  and  Centre  streets,  and 
five  poles  on  Centre  street  between  Pynchon  and 
Lamartine  streets;  said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said 
streets  in  the  positions  designated  by  red  dots  on 
plans  drawn  by  Clarence  A.  Perkins,  surveyor, 
dated  Sep.  13, 1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  said 
Telephone  Despatch  Company  shall  first  give  to 
the  city  an  agreement  in  writing,  saving  harmless 
said  city  against  any  and  al)  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses,  for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any 
way  growing  out  of,  the  erecting  or  maintaining 
of  said  poles  on  said  streets. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be 
kept  well  painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
and  that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles 
not  less  than  twenty-live  feet  from  the  ground. 
Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
allow  the  Fire  Department  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  top  crass-bar  and  upper  portion  of  each  pole 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires  thereon;  and  if 
required  by  said  Fire  Department  shall  removo 
such  poles  as  may  be  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
said  department  on  the  above  described  streets, 
and  place  wires  for  said  department  on  the  poles 
of  said  companj  without  expense  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  company 
shall  agree  not  to  remove  the  poles  located  by  this 
order  without  permission  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  shall  agree  to  remove  said  poles  when 
so  directed  by  said  Board. 

Alderman  FJynn— I  do  not  know  as  I  shall  ob- 
ject to  the  passage  of  that  order  this  evening.  I 
did  not  understand  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
committee  that  it  was  coming  in  this  afternoon.  I 
only  want  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  is 
giving  to  a  company,  which  has  a  monopoly  in 
Boston,  a  very  great  privilege,  that  it  is  going  to 
take  a  great  deal  of  room  in  our  streets.  They 
are  going  to  run  their  poles  through  some  of  our 
best  streets,  which  have  been  widened  at  great 
expense,  like  South  street,  and  which  are  being 
built  up.  I  do  not  propose  to  oppose  the  order, 
but  I  should  like  to  have  it  laid  over  for  one  week. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DEFALCATION  IN  THE  CITY  TREASURER'S  OFFICE. 

Alderman  Caton  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn. 

Alderman  Flynn — Before  the  Board  adjourns,  I 
do  not  know  but  it  is  proper  that  we  should  have 
some  information  as  to  the  reports  which  are 
current  both  in  the  papers  and  amongst  the  pub- 
lic at  large,  generally,  as  to  the  defalcation  in  the 
City  Treasurer's  office.  I  understand  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department  have 
been  in  session  today,  and  it  seems  to  me  some 
official  nwtice  of  the  matter  should  be  presented 
to  this  Board,  if  the  committee  have  anything 
they  can  present. 

Alderman  Whitten— As  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasury  Department,  I  do  not 
know  as  I  can  say  anything  more  than  was  in  the 
Boston  Herald  this  morning.  That  was  the  first 
intimation  1  had  of  it.  1  immediately  came  to 
City  Hall,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment had  a  meeting.  It  is  a  fact  that  Mr. 
Woodward,  the  cashier  in  the  City  Treasurer's 
office,  is  a  defaulter,  and  the  sum,  as  near  as  we 
can  get  at  it.  is  $i8'2,000.  It  has  been  going  onjfor 
some  five  years,  and  has  grown  from  perhaps  fif- 
teen or  twenty   thousand  dollars,  from   year  to 
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year,  about  twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year,  until 
it  has  reached  the  present  sum.  It  has  been  very 
successfully  done,  aud  the  way  he  did  it  was  very 
difficult  to  discover  at  the  time.  He  kept  two 
bank  accounts— that  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commis- 
sioners and  that  of  the  City  Treasurer's  office— and 
those  accounts  being  examined  by  different  com- 
mittees at  different  times,  he  had  opportunities 
of  drawing  money  from  one  account  to  make  good 
the  deficit  in  the  other.  The  last  operation  of  this 
kind  was  this  year,  when  he  took  862,000  from  the 
account  of  the  City  Treasurer  and  deposited  it  to 
the  credit  of  the  Sinking  Funds.  So,  on  the  24th 
of  May,  when  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 
examined  their  accounts  they  found  the  amount 
correct  in  the  bank.  Then  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  Department  held  a  meeting  on  the  26th 
of  May  and  voted  to  have  an  examination  of  the 
accounts  of  the  City  Treasurer,  and  appointed  a 
sub-committee  to  do  it.  Knowing  what  was  going 
on,  Mr.  Woodward  drew  a  check  that  same  day  of 
882,000  from  the  Sinking  Funds  and  deposited  it 
to  the  credit  of  the  City  Treasurer.  So  when  we 
examined  the  City  Treasurer's  funds,  they  were 
all  right,  so  far  as  we  were  concerned.    We  were 


authorized,  and  did  employ  an  expert  to  examine 
the  books  of  the  City  Treasurer,  and  I  want  to  ex- 
onerate him  entirely  in  this  matter.  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  cash  or  bank  accounts. 
I  was  more  to  blame  about  that  than  any- 
body else.  Mr.  Sweetser  and  myself  were  the 
sub-committee  to  examine  those,  and  we  thought 
we  did  it.  We  counted  the  cash  carefully;  we 
took  his  bank  account  and  checkbook  and  found 
that  they  were  correct;  but  there  was  one  little 
matter  that  escaped  our  notice.  There  was  one 
check,  the  stub  of  which  was  for  $190,000,  and 
the  check  was  really  for  $128,000.  That  made  the 
difference  of  $62,000  which  he  had  put  into  the 
Sinkinsr  Funds;  therefore  the  Sinking  Funds  are 
$6J,000  out.  We  shall  immediately  have  the  books 
examined  carefully  and  rigidly,  and  hereafter  re- 
port anything  which  we  may  find  out  in  regard  to 
the  matter.  But  Mr.  Dennie  and  Mr.  Ager  are 
both  of  the  opinion  that  $82,000  will  cover  the  de- 
ficiency. No  money  has  been  taken  since  we 
made  the  examination.  Every  dollar  that  is 
missing  was  taken  previous  to  May  26,  and  we 
made  our  examination  about  June  1. 
Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Caton. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    31,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey 
N.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  tile. 

Papers  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, with  full  powers,  of  a  message  from  the 
Mayor,  suggesting  the  decoration  of  the  Old 
State  House  on  the  25th  of  October,  instant,  in 
commemoration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  and  the  organ- 
ization of  the  State  Government.  Concurred,  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hancock  of  Ward  1.  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  moved 
a  reconsideration,  hoping:  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

Mayor's  message  appointing,  subject  to  con- 
firmation, John  S.  Damrell  as  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings for  three  years. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee— Messrs.  An- 
thony of  Ward  19,  Hilton  of  Ward  5,  Wheeler  of 
Ward  10. 

Whole  number  of  ballots...  51 

Necessary  to  confirmation 26 

Yes 46 

No 5 

Mr.  Damrell's  appointment  was  confirmed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  City 
Hospital,  of  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  trus- 
tees of  said  Hospital,  Doc.  82,  as  relates  to  the 
purchase  of  land  for  that  institution.      Passed  in 

COIl  CU.1TGI1CG. 

Report  requesting  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  build  an  addition  to  the  Avon-place 
Schoolhouse.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
John  Quinn  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  from 
carelessness  of  city  officerr.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Catherine  Murphy  to  be  paid  for  the  death  of  her 
son,  caused  by  be'ing  run  over  by  a  steam  tire  en- 
gine.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  reference  to  the  next  City  Council  of 
the  request  of  the  School  Committee  lor  the  loca- 
tion ot  a  schoolhouse  on  certain  land  in  West 
Newton  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Orders  of  inquiry  as  to  the  purity,  etc.,  of  the 
waters  of  Sudbury  River  Basins.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  to  pny  Henry  A.  Bolan  $300,  for  services 
as  Superintendent  of  Charles  River  Bridge,  from 
June  28  to  Sept.  9,  1880.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  to  accept  from  the  Boston  Water  Power 
Company  and  others  the  deeds  of  the  fifty-feet 
streets  adjoining  the  Boston  entrance  of  the  Back 
Bay  Park  on  the  terms  and  conditions  in  said  or- 
der specified.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  Appropriation  for  School- 
houses,  Public  Buildings,  of  $27,000.  Ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Order  of  notice  of  intention,  returnable  Nov.  8, 
to  take  right  of  way  at  Squantum  and  Moon  Isl- 
and.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  place  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  north  draw  of  Chelsea  Bridge  at  $1000  per 
annum,  and  the  salary  of  the  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent at  $800  per  annum. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5—1  move  that  order  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Salaries.  I  see 
they  have  placed  the  salary  at  $1800  a  year  for  the 
Superintendent  and  his  Assistant  on  this  north 
draw.  On  the  other  side,  where  there  are  double 
the  number  of  vessels  passing,  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  and  his  assistants  is  $1668,  which 
is  S132  less  than  it  is  proposed  to  pay  the  Super- 
intendent aud  his  Assistant  on  the  north  draw. 
It  seems  to  me  if  it  is  worth  $1800  a  year  on  the 
north  draw,  it  is  worth  that  much  on  the  other 
draw.  If  it  is  worth  only  $1668  on  the  other  draw, 
it  should  not  be  worth  more  on  the  north  draw 
where  the  work  is  considerably  less. 

The  order  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Salaries.    Sent  up. 


PUBLIC  PARKS. 

The  Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
8  P.  M.,  viz.— 

Motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  was  re- 
jected the  order  for  a  loan  of  $800,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  for  the  West  Roxbury  Park  (City 
Doc,  No.  3). 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  this  matter  be  postponed  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— So  far  as  I  was  able 
to  hear,  I  believe  the  motion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  was  to  postpone  consideration 
of  this  matter  until  the  next  meeting.  I  have 
this  to  say,  that  so  far  as  that  motion  is  involved, 
I  stould  not  care  if  it  was  postponed  from  now 
until  the  last  meeting  in  the  year,  and  then 
indefinitely  postponed,  I  being  one  of  those 
who  do  not  believe  in  the  reconsid- 
eration. But  so  far  as  the  measure  is  unfortu- 
nately connected  with  other  matters,  I  think  that 
before  the  motion  is  put  another  branch  of  the 
matter  has  got  to  be  considered  by  this  Council 
and  ought  to  be  decided.  I  understand  that  an 
order  passed  at  the  last  meeting,  and  a  reconsid- 
eration refused,  has  not  been  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  Before  we  proceed  to  the  reconsider- 
ation of  this  vote,  I  consider  that  there  should  be 
some  explanation»given  of  the  reason  whv  that 
order  has  not  been  sent  to  the  other  Board.  1 
refer  to  the  order  relating  to  the  South  Boston 
park.  I  intend  to  make  no  criticism  of  the  action 
of  the  clerk  or  President  in  holding  it  back.  I 
understand  that  matter  was  considered  somewhat 
and  the  order  was  held  back,  and  it  seems  to  me 
we  ought  first  to  consider  whether  that  has  been 
properly  done;  ami  if  not  that  a  vote  should  be 
given  requesting  or  directing  the  clerk  to  trans- 
mit that  order  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  When 
that  is  done  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  consider  the 
postponement  of  this  other  matter,  and  am  very 
willing  to  let  it  go  over  until  the  end  of  the  year. 
I  make  the  motion,  therefore,  that  the  clei  k  be 
directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  vote  passed  by 
this  branch  at  the  last  meeting  to  the  other 
branch. 

The  President— That  motion  would  be  out  of 
order,  another  motion  being  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  —  I  make  that  motion  as  an 
amendment. 

The  President— That  will  be  out  of  order,  not 
being  germane  to  the  questioD. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  make  it  as  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
question  of  privilege  should  be  made  at  the  proper 
time. 

Mr.  Whitmore— A  question  of  privilege  is  in 
order  at  any  time. 

The  President— The  question  before  the  Council 
is  the  motion  to  reconsider,  which  was  specially 
assigned  to  eight  o'clock.  Before  putting  it,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  made  some  re- 
marks that  would  reflect  upon  the  action  of  the 
Clerk  or  President,  the  Chair  would  state  that  the 
President  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter; 
that  the  Clerk,  in  his  own  interpretation  of  the 
duties  of  his  position,  believed  that  the  order 
should  not  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men until  the  whole  matter  shall  have 
been  finally  disposed  of;  that  both  orders 
are  appended  to  a  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  and  that  the  whole  report  must  be 
acted  upon  by  the  Council  before  it  is  sent  to  the 
other  branch.  In  that  opinion  he  has  the  concur- 
rence of  the  City  Clerk  and  others,  as  well  as 
numerous  precedents,  for  his  action. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  made  the  motion  to  postpone,  but 
also  expected  that  this  question  would  be  brought 
up  later  in  the  session,  rather  than  in  connection 
with  that  motion.  But  the  President  has  ex- 
plained it  so  fully  that  it  is  not  necessary  tc  state 
anything  further.  I  understand  there  are  good 
reasons  why  both  the  friends  of  the  South  Boston 
and  West  Roxbuiy  parks  desire  this  matter  post- 
poned. It  is  not  any  antagonism  for  either  meas- 
ure. Iamafri'ndof  the  South  Boston  park.  I 
also  believe  that  the  city  should  at  this  time  ac- 
quire the  land  for  the  West  Hoxbury  park.  I  do 
not  intend  at  this  time  to  give  my  views  on  the 
question,  hut  will  do  so  at  the  proper  time.  I 
think  it  will  be  highly  judicious  for  this  matter  to 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  think  I  understand  the 
reasons  which  have  actuated  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  in  making  this  motion,  and  trust  it  will 
prevail.  I  do  not  understand  how  anv  interest 
can   be   injured    by  the   postponement.    I  think 
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there  are  very  strong  reasons  why  it  should  be 
specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  necessary  to  make  any  extended 
remarks,  and  was  in  hopes  that  so  simple  a  mat- 
ter might  pass  off  without  involving  us  in  a  long 
debate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  should  like  very 
much  to  know  what  some  of  these  excellent  rea- 
sons are  to  which  the  gentleman  referred. 

Mr.  Whitmore — It  the  gentlemen  who  voted  in 
favor  of  the  West  Roxbury  Park  wish  to  have  this 
matter  postponed,  I  hope  they  will  vote  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  in  order  that  this  other  matter  may 
be  considered  first,  because  without  their  consent 
— they  being  at  present  probably  in  the  majority, 
though  not  having  the  forty-eight  votes  at  the 
last  meeting— it  will  rest  with  them  as  to  whether 
they  will  allow  us  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  the 
reason  why  this  very  important  measure  did  not 
go  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  because  it  is  a  fact, 
which  every  one  in  this  Council  knows,  that  the 
position  occupied  by  that  order,  and  the  way  in 
which  it  stands  at  present,  is  one  which  may  be 
used  to  influence  the  votes  of  members  in  regard 
to  this  other  question.  It  is  for  this  reason — and 
I  state  what  I  tteard  spoken  by  members  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  last  meeting,  as  well  as  this 
evening— that  this  South  Boston  measure  is  having 
the  effect  of  influencing  votes  on  the  other  ques- 
tion; for  that  reason  I  claim  that  before  we  post- 
pone it  we  ought  to  have  this  error,  if  it  be  one,cor- 
corrected.  At  all  events,  we  ought  to  have  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Council  as  to  whether  or  nut  the  opinion 
of  the  clerk  is  correct.  I  have  heard  it  intimated 
that,  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  is  entirely 
different  from  that  of  the  Clerk.  I  have  heard  it 
so  stated  this  evening.  Whether  it  is  true  or  not 
I  do  not  know.  As  we  have  so  little  before  us 
this  evening  it  is  only  fair  that  the  friends  of  the 
West  Roxbury  Park  should  consent  to  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  long  enough  to  settle  this  matter, 
and  after  it  is  settled  there  will  be  plenty  of  time 
to  discuss  the  reasons  for  postponing  the  other 
matter.  It  seems  to  me  the  question  of  privilege 
is  more  important  than  the  settlement  of  this 
matter  in  the  next  five  or  ten  minutes. 
As  I  look  upon  it,  there  has  been,  unfortunately, 
a  breach  of  parliamentary  custom  and  rules.  I 
may  be  entirely  wrong,  and  when  the  debate 
takes  place  I  may  be  willing  to  concede  it;  but  it 
is  an  important  matter  and  the  friends  of  the 
West  Koxbury  Park  should  be  willing  to  let  us 
take  it  up.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order 
that  I  may  offer  this  motion. 

The  President— The  motion  is  out  of  order,  an- 
other motion  being  before  the  Council.  The 
Chair  would  state  also  that  he  has  expressed  no 
opinion  about  this  matter  to  the  clerk  or  to  any 
other  member.  The  Chair  simply  stated  the  rea- 
sons given  by  the  clerk  for  his  action. 

Mr.  Bailey— If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
feels  aggrieved,  he  can  move  an  inquiry  into 
the  action  of  the  clerk,  after  this  matter 
is  acted  upon.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  is,  bur  it  is 
the  first  time  1  ever  knew  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  City  Solicitor  to  interpret  parliamentary 'law. 
I  should  be  in  favor  of  keeping  the  South  Koston 
Park  order  here,  because  the  reason  which  influ- 
ences me  in  regard  to  the  postponement  will  also 
influence  me  in  regard  to  the  South  Boston  Park, 
and  it  will  certaiuly  have  influence  in  carrying 
that  measure  through  the  City  Council.  The  gen- 
tleman has  intimated  something  about  this  order 
being  kept  back  to  influence  votes  on  this  matter. 
I  do  not  care  about  it  one  way  or  the  other.  I  am 
voting  against  the  judgment  of  a  good  many. of 
my  constituents,  and  as  they  consider,  against  the 
interests  of  my  section  of  the  city.  Nevertheless, 
this  is  a  vital  matter  in  the  history  of  the  park 
question.  I  really  believe  that  if  we  don't  secure 
the  lands  this  year,  we  may  never  be  able  to  se- 
cure them  at  such  advantageous  rates  as  now.  I 
am  acting  conscientiously  for  what  I  believe  to  be 
the  interests  of  the  city.  I  repeat  what  I  said  be- 
fore: I  am  in  favor  of  this  postponement,  be- 
cause there  are  certain  negotiations  going  on 
which  will  result  in  actual  advantage  to  the  treas- 
ury of  the  city  if  they  can  be  carried  out  success- 
fully. That  alone  is  the  reason  why  I  made  this 
motion. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— As  no  reasons  haye  been 
given  in  support  of  the  ruling  of  the  clerk,  I  hope 
I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  confess  I  do  not  under- 
stand it. 

The  President— That  is  not  the  question  before 
the  house.  The  question  is  upon  assignment  to 
the  next  meeting. 


Mr.  Swift— I  was  going  to  speak  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  assign.  I  was  going  to  state,  that,  as  no 
reasons  have  been  given  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Clerk,  I  hope  the  Council  will  paudon  me  it  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  understand  it  now.  I  do  not  say  it 
is  wrong,  but  I  can  only  say  that  no  reason  occurs 
to  me — it  having  been  sprung  upon  us — why  it 
should  be  so.  But  the  Chair  ceitainly  ruled  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  that  the  order  was 
part  of  a  report  which  came  to  us  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance;  that  the  subject  might  be 
divided,  and  the  two  projects  considered  and 
voted  on  separately.  One  of  those  projects  in 
the  form  of  an  order  was  considered  separately, 
and — 

Mr.  Bailey — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
geutleman  is  not  discussing  the  question  before 
the  Council.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  discuss  the 
question  he  is  raising  now  in  the  course  of  tire 
evening,  but  this  is  not  the  proper  time  for  it. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  the  point  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Swift— Before  the  Chair  rules  I  hope  he  will 
allow  me  to  state  how  I  think  this  question  is 
material  to  the  other  question.  I  proposed  to 
argue  on  this  ground,  that  the  reconsideration  of 
the  West  Roxbury  Park  matter  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered now,  for  the  reason  that  the  clerk  has 
ruled  that  these  orders  cannot  go  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  separately,  that  they  must  go  together; 
and  for  that  reason  it  seems  especially  important 
that  we  should  not  postpone  consideration  of  the 
West  Roxbury  Park  order,  because  if  we  act  on 
that  now  I  take  it  that  our  former  action,  even  in 
the  ruling  of  the  clerk,  must  go  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  considering  this  question  of  reconsidera- 
tion tonight.  If  we  do  not  settle  it  now,  the  order 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  City  Point 
Park  cannot  go  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. I  understand  it  is  the  wish  and 
intention  of  this  Council  that  it  should  do  so. 
They  voted  for  that  order,  and  by  a  substantial 
majority  refused  to  reconsider  that  vote.  I  take 
it,  then,  it  is  the  wish  of  this  Council  that  that 
order  should  be  passed,  and  should  go  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  that  purpose.  For  that 
reason  I  think  it  is  the  only  course  open  to  us  to 
refuse  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  other 
matter  now.  We  must  consider  ft  now  in  ^rder 
to  get  the  order  that  we  have  already  passed  con- 
sidered by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  that  is  the 
reason  why  I  introduced  the  remarks  I  was  about 
to  make  in  reference  to  the  ruling  of  the  clerk.  I 
therefore  submit  that  in  that  connection  the  re- 
marks I  made  were  in  order. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  wish  to  say  a  single 
word  in  response  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10,  who  has  asked  for  reasons  for  the 
postponement  of  this  matter  until  next 
week.  If  he  looks  upon  his  desk,  he  will  hud 
there  good  reasons  in  the  report  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners on  the  Arnold  Arboretum.  Several 
gentlemen  have  expressed  themselves  strongly  in 
favor  of  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose.  I 
think  perhaps  the  question  of  securing  that  tract 
of  land  for  park  purposes  has  affected  votes 
with  reference  to  the  West  Roxbury  Park.  The 
Park  Commissioners  have  sent  in  their  report  up- 
on that  question.  It  is  on  our  desks,  but  we  have 
not  had  a  chance  to  look  over  it.  If  this  matter 
is  laid  over  for  a  week  it  will  give  a  chance  to 
look  over  that  report,  and  then  we  shall  be  better 
prepared  to  discuss  this  question  than  we  are  to- 
night. I  think  that  is  a  very  good  reason  for  the 
postponement  until  next  week. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  23  has  very  well  stated  one  reason  for  post- 
ponement. I  merely  wish  to  suggest  one  or  two 
others  in  answer  to  questions  asked.  The  Coun- 
cil will  remember  that  at  an  earlier  stage  in  the 
proceedings  in  reference  to  this  matter,  a  post- 
ponement for  two  or  three  weeks  was  taken,  at 
the  request  of  gentlemen  opposing  the  orders.  It 
would  seem  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  same  sort 
of  courtesy  if  the  Council  should  now  allow  those 
who  are  in  favor  of  the  orders  their  request  for  a 
postponement.  There  has  been  a  fueling  among 
those  opposed  to  the  orders,  and  those  wlio  are  in 
favor  of  them,  that  they  should  be  considered  as 
promptly  as  possible,  ana  brought  to  a  vote  as 
speedily  as  practicable.  At  the  last  meeting  the 
Committee  on  Parks  did  not  heed  the  request  of 
several  members  that  the  consideration  of  the 
West  Roxbury  Park  order  should  be  deferred  un- 
til the  next  meeting,  thinking  that  the  wishes  of 
the  majority  were  in  favor  of  taking  a  vote  that 
night.    Since  then,  and  I  speak  now  for  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  Parks,  there  have  been  sugges- 
tions from  gentlemen  -who  voted  against 
the  West  Roxbury  Park  order  the  other  night, 
that  they  would  like  to  have  the  consideration  of 
it  postponed  for  one  week  from  tonight,  for  the 

Surpose  of  considering  it  more  fully  than  they 
ad  considered  it.  Therefore,  the  request  for  a 
postponement  does  not  come  entirely  from  those 
who  voted  in  favor  of  the  order,  Out  also  from 
some  who  did  not  vote  in  favor  of  it.  The  mat- 
ter, for  one  of  its  magnitude,  has  really  been  be- 
fore the  City  Council  for  a  short  time.  With  all 
the  drive  and  hurry  and  worry  there  is  in  these 
autumn  months  upon  most  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil, there  has  not  been  a  great  deal  of  time  for  ex- 
amining all  such  matters,  and  making  up  a  final 
and  judicious  decision  upon  the  subject.  If  any 
member  of  the  Council  had  said  he  had  not  made 
up  his  mind  upon  this  subject  before  coming  to  a 
final  vote,  I  am  sure  the  Park  Committee,  and  I 
think  the  Council,  would  have  agreed  to  a  post- 
ponement. In  considering  the  matter  of  reconsider- 
ation, and  in  reviewing  the  action  taken  at  another 
meeting,  there  is  also  to  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  the  subject  this  report  of  the  Park 
Commissioners  on  the  Arnold  Arboretum.  As  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  reported  in  favor 
of  these  orders,  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
read  that  report  fully.  I  just  glanced  at  it  when 
coming  In  heie.  I  should  like  to  read  that  report 
and  consider  what  aspects  the  Arnold  Aboretum 
present  in  connection  with  this  consideration  of 
the  park  question.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
says  tne  order  for  the  City  Point  Park  is  sus- 
pended by  this  postponement.  In  reply  1  would 
say  that  so  far  as  the  committee  is  concerned  that 
is  one  of  the  fortunes  or  misfortunes  of  the  case, 
as  it  may  be  termed.  But  a  week's  delay  in  the 
matter  cannot  make  a  great  deal  of  difference  to 
fehe  triends  of  the  City  Point  Park.  Those  who 
are  special  friends  of  "that,  like  the  gentlemen 
faom  Wards  12  and  9,  know  that  a  week's  delay 
cannot  make  much  difference.  Tt  stands  in  no 
peril  in  this  branch,  for  the  vote  refusing  recon- 
sideration stands  and  nothing  we  can  do  will 
hinder  its  passage. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  am  in  favor  of  the 
West  Roxbury  Park,  but  must  confess  I  do  not 
like  the  position  in  which  the  South  Boston  Park 
order  stands.  If  the  ruling  of  the  clerk  is  cor- 
rect there  is  nothing  more  to  be  said  about  it, 
but  I  should  like  to  hear  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
in  regard  to  that  question,  whether  or  not  this 
order  must  be  kept  back  until  the  West  Roxbury 
Park  order  is  finally  acted  upon. 

The  President— It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  performance  of  his 
duties  by  any  other  officer  of  the  Council  or  the 
City  Council.  The  question  before  the  Council  is 
the'motion  made  by  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4,  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  declared 
carried.  Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote;  the 
Council  was  divided— 37  for,  22  against. 

THE  SOUTH  BOSTON  PARK  ORDER. 

Mr.Whitmore— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
in  order  that  I  may  offer  an  order  in  regard  to 
the  mattter  1  mentioned  a  while  ago.  I  will  ask 
the  Cnair  to  read  the  order  for  information. 

The  President  read  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men a  certified  copy  ol  the  order  passed  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  in  regard  to 
the  South  Boston  Park. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
carried.  Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2,  doubted 
the  vote,  the  Council  was  divided— 34  for,  26 
against,  and  the  motion  was  lost  for  want  of  the 
necessary  two-thirds. 

[For  further  action  on  this  subject  see  later  in 
the  report.] 

ARNOLD    ARBORETUM. 

City  Document  118  was  received  in  print  and 
placed  upon  the  desks  of  members.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston— The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  hav- 
ing received  the  following  order — 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  3, 1880. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Cmnmissioners  be  re- 
quested to  report,  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible, 
what  terms  can  be  made  with  the  president  and 
fellows  of  Haivard  College,  and  what  action  they 
recommend  under  acts  ol  the  Legislature  of  1880, 
chapter  144,  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the 


connection  of  the  'Arnold  Arboretum'  with  the 
system  of  parks  of  the  city  of  Boston," 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  the  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  board,  for 
the  year  1879,  is  the  following  statement  in  rela- 
tion to  the 

Bussey  Farm  and  the  Arnold  Arboretum  at  West 
Roxbury  ■■ 

On  March  18, 1879,  the  City  Council  authorized 
this  board  to  confer  with  the  corporation  of  Har- 
vard College  in  relation  to  the  laying  out  of  the 
Arnold  Arboretum  as  proposed  in  its  Fourth 
Aunual  Report,  and  to  report  thereon,  with  plans 
and  details,  to  the  City  Council. 

On  Nov.  14, 1879,  the  board  reported  that,  act- 
ing under  the  above  authority,  satisfactory 
negotiations  had  been  held  with  the  college 
authorities,  and  respectfully  represented  that 
it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  take 
that  part  of  the  Bussey  Farm  devoted  by  the  col- 
lege to  the  use  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  for  a 
nominal  sum,  and  to  lease  to  the  college,  also  for 
a  nominal  sum,  such  portions  as  may  not  be  re- 
quired for  driveways,  etc. ;  and  also  to  buy  por- 
tions of  other  estates  adjoining,for  entrances  and 
for  the  above  purposes;  and  that  while  the  board 
can  take  and  lay  out  the  above-mentioned  lands, 
under  the  power  contained  in  the  park  act,  it  can- 
not transfer  any  portion  to  the  college  for  the 
purposes  of  its  trust.  The  board  recommend  that 
the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  such  additional  powers  as  would  permit 
such  a  lease  by  the  city. 

For  the  better  understanding  of  the  premises,  a 
plan  of  the  area  ol  the  projected  arboretum, 
showing  the  entrances  and  driveways,  and  also  a 
description  of  the  scheme,  accompanies  this  re- 
port. The  whole  expense  of  planting  and  care- 
taking  of  the  arboretum  is  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
college  from  the  income  of  a  fund  already  devoted 
to  the  purpose,  while  the  outlay  of  the  city  will  be 
limited  to  the  cost  of  constructing  the  drives  and 
their  future  care,  as  may  be  authorized  by  the 
City  Council  from  time  to  time.  This  rare  oppor- 
ttiLity  for  securing  the  enjoyment  of  a  park, 
unique  in  its  character  as  a  scientific  collection 
of  all  trees  and  shrubs  which  are  hardy  in  the 
New  England  climate,  and  unsurpassed  in  its 
natural  beauties,  deserves  the  most  earnest  con- 
sideration. It  is  believed  that  no  such  compre- 
hensive plan  for  an  arboretum  exists  in  this  coun- 
try, and  none  more  so  in  Europe. 

The  necessary  legislation  was  obtained  in  the 
bill  approved  March  29,  1880. 

This  board  now  believes  that  an  agreement  can 
be  made  with  Harvard  College  on  the  following 
terms: 
Memorandum  of  terms  of  agreement  between  the 

city  of  Boston  and  the  president  and  fellows  of 

Harvard  University,  in    respect   to    the   joint 

use    of'  the     Arnold   Arboretum.       The     city 

agrees — 

I.  To  secure  certain  tracts  of  land  adjacent  to 
the  land  now  dedicated  by  the  college  to  the  arbo- 
retum, containing  in  all  about  forty-four  acres, 
fur  the  bounds  of  which  general  reference  is  to  be 
had  to  plan  annexed. 

II.  To  take  the  entire  tract  now  dedicated  to 
the  arboretum  for  park  purposes. 

III.  To  convey  to  the  president  and  fellows 
the  above-mentioned  tracts,  excepting  such  por- 
tions thereof  (about  eleven  acres)  to  be  reserved 
for  roads,  an  open  space  on  hilltop  (marked  A  on 
plan)  not  to  exceed  eleven  acres  in  extent;  also  a 
space  of  about  fourteen  acres  for  a  parkway  and 
prove  connected,  and  about  five  acres  more  which 
will  be  required  for  an  entrance,  and  which  Is 
marked  B  on  plan,  by  lease  or  otherwise,  in  perpe- 
tuity for  the  same  uses  and  trusts  as  the  arbore- 
tum land  is  now  held  by  the  president  and  fel- 
lows under  the  will  of  Mr.  Bussey,  and  indenture 
of  trust  with  the  trustees  of  Mr.  Arnold's  will. 

IV.  To  build  and  maintain  the  roads  as  laid  out 
upon  the  plan  annexed,  or  upon  some  similar 
plan  to  be  agreed  upon;  to  police  the  roads, 
grounds  and  arboretum;  to  suiter  the  water- 
works and  water  supply  of  the  Kussey  Institution 
to  remain  as  they  now  are,  or  guarantee  an  equal- 
ly good  one  to  the  houses  and  grounds  of  the  re- 
served fifteen  acres  (marked  M  on  plan);  also  to 
secure  to  said  reserved  fifteen  acres,  and  the 
buildings  now  or  hereafter  standing  thereon,  a 
right  to  drain  upon,  through,  or  under  lot  marked 
N  on  plan. 

V.  To  covenant  that  the  president  and  fellows 
shall  always  enjoy  the  use  of  said  arboretum 
grounds,  free  from  all  interference  or  control  of 
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the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purposes  of  the  trusts 
above  declared. 

VI.  To  enter  into  binding  stipulations  that 
the  lands  so  specifically  dedicated  to  these  trusts 
shall  be  subject  to  such  reasonable  rules  and  reg- 
ulations as  to  their  use  by  the  public  as  may  be 
found  necessary  in  order  to  secure  the  efficient 
execution  of  the  purpose  of  said  trusts,  of  which 
the  president  and  fellows  are  to  be  the  judges. 

In  consideration  of  such  agreement  on  tne  part 
of  the  city,  the  president  and  fellows  are  to 
agree : 

I.  To  release  all  claim  for  pecuniary  damage. 

II.  To  suffer  all  their  grounds  and  plantations 
to  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  public  at  all 
reasonable  times,  subject  to  the  regulations 
above  mentioned,  excepting — . 

III.  That  the  president  and  fellows  will  reserve 
a  tract,  not  to  exceed  ten  acres,  for  administra- 
tive purposes,  such  as  Durseries  and  buildings  for 
the  preparation  and  supply  of  plants  for  the 
grounds. 

The  following  table  contains  the  ownership, 
area,  assessed  valuation  of  1880,  and  price  asked 
for  the  tracts  of  land  referred  to  in  article  I,  to 
be  purchased  by  the  city: 

Price 
Val.  of     Val.  of  De- 

Land.  Build'gs.  Total,  mand'd. 
Edward  M.Skinner.about 

10  acres $4,400  $3, 500  g7,900  g35,000 

Daniel  H.  Kent,  about  5 

acres    2,200    3,400    6,600    30,000 

*Anuie  M.Gloverand  oth- 
ers, about  3.6  acres 2,350  2,350 

Adams  NerviDe  Ayslum, 

about  5.3  acres 2,300  2,300      2,650 

William  H.  Homes,  about 

1,250  square  feet 150  150  313 

William  Minot,  Jr.,  trus- 
tee, about  12,950  sq.  ft..  1,425  1,425      6,475 
Eeuben      Marsh,    about 

5,529  square  feet  800       500    1,300      4,500 

Eben  Murray  .about  6,954 

sqi'are  feet 334  834      3,477 

■William    Condry,   about 

5,756  square  feet 691  691      2,878 

George     W.    Goldsmith. 

ahout Hi/2  acres 7,500  7,500    30,000 

Eobert  and  Fred.  Seaver, 

about  8,400  sq.  ft 700  700      1,260 

Thomas    and     Honora 

Reardon,   about   5,400 

square  feet 450       800    1,250  will  not 

seU. 
Sophia  A.  Smith,  about  4 

acres 2,200  2,200      3,000 

♦Arthur  W.  Austin, about 

3V2  acres 12,000  12,000 

#46,200 

*  No  prices  obtained. 

Showing  an  asking  price  of  $119,553  against  an 
assessed  value  of  $30,600. 

While  this  board  cannot  advise  the  purchase  of 
these  lands  at  such  prices,  we  recommend  that  an 
appropriation  of  $60,000  be  made,  and  that  we  be 
authorized  to  buy  the  whole  or  any  part  of  them, 
er,  in  place  thereof ,  such  other  lands  adjoining 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  college  and 
this  board,  provided  that  the  whole  amount  paid 
for  such  lands  so  bought  does  not  exceed  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  above  the  assessed  value  of  1880. 

Also,  that  we  be  authorized  to  take  the  land  now 
dedicated  to  the  arboretum  and  lease  such  por- 
tion thereof,  together  with  such  portion  of  the 
adjoining  tracts  so  purchased,  and  enter  into 
covenants  and  agreements  with  the  president  and 
fellows  of  Harvard  College^  as  is  stipulated  in 
the  foregoing  memorandum  of  agreement,  or 
with  sach  modifications  as  may  be  found  necessa- 
ry or  for  the  interest  of  the  city. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  H.  Dai/ton. 
William  Gray,  Jr. 
Henry  Lee. 

Commissioners. 

Boston,  Oct.  21, 1880. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  of  the 
fires  and  alarms  during  September  was  received 
and  sent  up. 

SURVEY    AND    INSPECTION    OF     BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19  submitted  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings: 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  Stephen  W.  Harvey  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing at  128  Border  street,  the  petitioner  having 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  ordi- 
nances.   Accepted.    Sent  up. 


Reports  and  orders  for  permits  as  follows:  To 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company  to 
erect  wooden  building  on  Commonwealth  Flats, 
Fort  Point  Channel,  Ward  13;  to  J.  F.  Paul  to 
erect  wooden  building  on  Bay  State  wharf,  334-74 
Albany  street,  Ward  16;  to  Quirin  &  Co.  to  en- 
large a  wooden  building  on  Longwood  avenue, 
opposite  Worrhington  street,  Ward  22;  to  Butch- 
ers' Slaughtering  and  Melting  Association  to  en- 
large a  wooden  building  rear  of  Market  street, 
near  Winship  street,  Ward  25;  to  William  B. 
Blackmore  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  on  Park 
street,  near  Felton  street,  Ward  23;  to  H.  Barker 
&  Co.  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  North  Bea- 
con street,  opposite  Lyman  avenue,  Ward  25;  to 
N.  H.  Burgess  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  on 
779  East  Fifth  street,  Ward  14.  Orders  severally 
passed.    Sent  up. 

ELECTION    LAWS. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Th9  Committee  on  Printing  respectfully  report 
that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on  the  order 
of  May  13  last,  referred  to  the  committee,  relative 
to  a  new  edition  of  City  Document  No.  100  of  1879, 
on  the  subject  of  the  election  laws,  as  the  action 
desired  has  been  substantially  accomplished. 

Nathan  Sawyer,  Chairman. 

Accepted,    Sent  up. 

DAMAGE  ON  CELEBRATION  OF    TWO  HUNDRED  AND 
FIFTIETH     ANNIVERSARY. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  recommending 
that  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural 
History,  that  the  city  cause  to  be  repaired  the 
damages  occasioned  to  their  grounds  at  the  time 
of  the  review  of  the  procession  on  the  17th  ultimo, 
be  referred  to  the  special  committee  on  that  sub-  ' 
ject. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.    Sent  up. 

JAMAICA  POND  AQUEDUCT  COMPANY. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Committee  on  WateT,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  of  Sept.  30,  relating  to  the  sup- 
ply of  water  by  the  Water  Board  to  a  private 
aqueduct  corporation,  haxing  eonsidered  the  sub- 
ject beg  leave  to  report  that  water  has  been  fur- 
nished to  the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Corpora- 
tion at  several  tiroes  this  summer.  It  was  held 
by  the  City  Solicitor  that  the  Water  Board  had 
authority  "so  to  do,  and  they  voted  to  furnish  it  on 
the  same  terms  as  those  on  which  it  is  sold 
to  Chelsea  and  Somerville.  It  was  re- 
quired on  account  of  a  deficiency  of  the  water 
supply  of  the  above-mentioned  corporation.  The 
total  amount  furnished  did  not  exceed  one  day's 
consumption  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  commit- 
tee report  that  in  their  judgment  the  action  of 
the  Water  Board  was  justifiable,  and  recommend 
that  no  further  action  be  taken  on  the  subject. 
For  Committee, 

M.  S.  Greenough. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  suppose  the  gentleman  who 
offered  that  order  wanted  further  explanation. 
It  was  thought  best  by  the  committee  to  answer 
the  request  briefly  and  supplement  the  report  by 
an  explanation  in  the  Council.  The  statement  is 
true  that  the  Water  Board  has  been  supplying 
water  to  a  section  of  the  city  ordinarily  supplied 
by  a  rival  corporation.  It  would  at  first  excite 
some  remark,  but  would  not  if  the  facts  are 
known,  and  those  facts  I  will  endeavor  to  present 
as  briefly  as  possible.  The  Jamaica  Pond  Aque- 
duct Corporation  is  a  very  olu  corporation, having 
been  chartered  in  1795.  They  supplied  water  to 
Boston  and  to  those  in  its  vicinity,  and  even  at 
the  present  day  the  old  trees  hollowed  out  in  the 
centre,  through  which  they  sent  their  water,  are 
occasionally  dug  out. 

When  the  Cochituate  water  was  introduced 
by  the  city  of  Boston  it  was  found  that  the  exist- 
ence of  this  corporation  with  a  right  to  sell  water 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  take  up  the  streets 
wherever  it  saw  fit,  interfered  considerably  with 
the  doings  of  the  Water  Board.  Therefore  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  buy  them  out,  which  the 
city  did  in  1851  for  the  sum  of  about  $45,000. 
Having  obtained  possession  of  the  property  and 
extinguished  their  right  to  sell  wa-,er  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  it  was  then  thought  best  to  dispose  of 
the  property  by  allowing  a  new  corporation  to 
buy  it  and  sell  water  in  Roxburv  and  other 
suburbs  where  the  Cochituate  water'did  not  go. 
In  1856  f.i'e  property  was  sold  to  another  ceipora- 
tion  for  about  $32,000.    The  value  of  the  property 
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was  of  course  materially  decreased  by  its  not 
being  able  to  supply  Boston  any  more.  There 
■was  no  further  question  until  Roxbury, 
the  chief  place  where  the  corporation 
supplied  water,  was  annexed  to  Bost->n. 
The  city  of  Boston  then  found  itself 
with  another  corporation  within  its  own  limits. 
Now  the  city  sold  that  property  in  good  faith  to 
the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Corporation.  To 
have  gone  ahead,  run  tbem  out  and  destroyed 
their  property  would  not  have  been  a  fair  thing 
for  the  city  to  do.  The  amount  of  water  they  sell 
is  but  a  trifle  compared  to  that  used  in  the  whole 
city.  It  would  have  been  an  act  of  injustice  to 
have  ruined  that  corporation.  Negotiations  were 
entered  into  at  a  later  period  to  see  if  the  city 
could  purchase  the  property.  But  the  amount 
which  the  Water  Board  thought  it  was  worth  was 
considerably  less  than  the  sum  at  which  the 
owners  held  it.  Since  then  the  corporation  has 
gone  on  supplying  water  in  the  same  way.  The 
relations  between  the  corporation  and  the  Water 
Board  have  always  been  amicable.  The  aqueduct 
corporation  run  their  pipes  through  a  portion  of 
the  city  that  is  not  graded.  Wherever  they  run 
those  pipes  they  attach  hydrants  to  them,  arid  re- 
quire the  city  to  pay  nothing  for  water  used  by 
the  Fire,  Sewer  or  other  departments  when  need- 
ed. At  one  time,  when  the  city  had  one  of  its 
aqueducts  broken,  this  corporation  came  to  its 
help  and  supplied  a  large  quantity  of  water  to 
the  city,  asking  no  consideration  for  it.  Now, 
there  has  been  a  great  drought  this  summer.  Ja- 
maica Pond  has  been  lower  than  it  has  been  for 
years.  The  aqueduct  corporation  finds  itself  in 
a  position  where  it  can  no  longer  supply  its  con- 
sumers. It  sank  wells,  and  has  been  doing  the 
best  it  could  to  get  water  from  that  source.  Dur- 
ing the  summer  it  has  been  obliged  to  come  in 
"and  ask  the  city  to  sell  it  water  on  the  same  terms 
at  which  we  supply  Chelsea,  Somerville  and  other 
places.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  City  Engi- 
neer, Water  Registrar  and  City  Solicitor.  The 
City  Engineer  reported  that  there  was  no  objection 
to  letting  it  have  the  water,  and  they  did  so  for 
a  short  time.  They  have  been  supplied  by  the 
city  until  within  a  fortnight,  at  which  time  the 
supply  was  cut  off,  as  we  have  no  water  to  spare. 
The  committee  and  the  Water  Board  have  con- 
sidered this  subject  carefully.  There  were  two 
things  to  do— either  to  supply  them  with  water  or 
not  to  supply  them  with  water.  If  they  were  not 
supplied  with  water,  the  city  deprived  a  very 
large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  of  the 
daily  use  of  water,  and  they  would  at  once  have 
come  in  and  demanded  water  from  the  Water 
Board.  It  would  require  a  considerable  amount 
of  grading  before  those  streets  could  be  made 
ready  to  receive  the  pipes  of  the  city,  after  which 
the  pipes  would  have  to  be  bought  and  laid  at  an 
expense  of  probably  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Even 
then  they  could  not  prevent  the  competition  of 
the  Jamaica  Bond  Aqueduct  Company,  unless 
they  came  to  some  amicable  arrangement  with 
them.  I  would  like  to  say  one  word 
in  conclusion:  1  do  not  think  the  present 
condition  of  things  is  one  that  can  long  remain, 
and  I  think  the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Com- 
pany appreciates  that  fact  itselfk  and  also  the 
fact  that  the  impossibility  of  always  supplying 
their  customers  without  having  to  call  in  external 
assistance  has  materially  damaged  their  proper- 
ty. In  conversation  with  one  of  the  officers  of 
their  board  the  statement  was  made  to  me  that 
that  corporation  was  ready  to  assign  all  its  prop- 
erty of  any  kind  whatever  to  the  Boston  Water 
Board,  and  leave  the  referee  to  say  what  the  value 
of  the  property  is.  That  seems  to  be  a  fair  prop- 
osition, and  if  the  gentleman  who  offered  this 
order  sees  fit  to  put  in  one  requesting  the  Water 
Board  or  the  Water  Committee  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  such  action,  it  is  my  impression  I 
should  join  with  him  in  so  doing.  I  think  the 
Water  Board  could  not  have  acted  otherwise 
than  they  did,  and  I  hope  the  report  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— At  what  rate  has  the 
Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company  been  supply- 
ing its  customers?  Is  it  higher  or  lower  than  the 
rate  charged  by  the  Water  Board? 

Mr.  Greenough— The  rate  is  less. 

Mr.  Hart — Now,  gentlemen,  I  wish  it  to  be  un- 
derstood that  that  company  has  been  supplied 
with  water  at  a  rate  less  than  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton are  charged,  and  they  in  turn  supply  it  to 
their  customers  at  a  less  rate  than  we  are 
charged.  Now  they  say  they  cannot  supply  water 
to  their  customers  and  want  to  sell  their  proper- 


ty.   I  am  ready  to  join  with  the  gentleman  in  an 
order  to  that  effect. 

SOUTH  BOSTON   PARK  ORDER. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  renewed  the  offer  of 
the  order  previously  presented  by  him  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  ot  the  Common  Coun- 
cil be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men a  certified  copy  of  the  order  passed  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  in  regard  to 
the  South  Boston  Park. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  would  ask  the  gentleman  togive 
way  for  an  "order  which  my  colleague  from  Ward 
4  desires  to  put  in,  and  which  wilt  cause  no  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  do  not  desire  to  be  discour- 
teous, but  I  understand  that  a  member  cannot 
yield  the  floor  with  any  certainty  of  obtaining  it 
again.  As  the  gentleman  is  one  of  those  who  re- 
fused to  suspend  the  rule — 

Mr.  Bailey— The  gentleman  is  ent'relv  wrong. 
I  voted  with  him  and  tried  to  help  him  get  his  or- 
der in. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  would  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
what  he  thiDks  will  be  the  result  of  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  was  about  to  give  what  I 
thought  would  be  the  result  of  it.  In  the  first 
place  we  are  unfortunately  in  a  position  where 
some  order  needs  to  be  passed,  because  I  wish  to 
exonerate  the  Clerk  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I 
was  intimately  associated  with  him  last  year, 
know  how  thoroughly  he  attends  to  his  duties, 
and  in  offering  this  order  1  intend  to  cast  no  cen- 
sure upon  what  he  has  done,  but  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  his  judgment 
was  that  it  was  unnecessary  or  undesirable  under 
the  custom  which  has  prevailed  to  transmit  this 
order  to  the  other  branch.  I  think  he  will  feel 
that  we  make  no  reflection  upon  him  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  the  question  not  having  been  brought 
before  the  Council  before,  if  we  after  discussing  it, 
should  decide  that  it  is  a  custom  which  has  grown 
up  without  any  sound  basis  in  parliagentary 
law,  and  that  it  is  a  matter  which  ought  to  be  set- 
tled by  a  decision  of  the  Council.  I  understand 
the  Clerk  understood  that  the  precedents,  so  far 
as  they  could  be  found,  were  in  favor  of  holding 
back  an  order.  It  may  be,  as  is  often  the  case  in 
this  Council,  that  a  custom  has  grown  up.  But 
when  the  time  came  it  was  proved  inconvenient 
and  illegal.  It  is  no  reflection  upon  the  Clerk 
that  he  has  let  this  matter  drift  along,  for  it  is 
one  for  this  Council  to  consider.  Now,  sir,  it  is 
upon  record  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  wore 
directed  to  report  on  certain  matters,  and  they 
submitted  a  report  containing  two  different  or- 
ders. The  Council  passed  one  of  those  orders  and 
refused  a  reconsideration.  I  understand  nothing 
more  can  be  done  with  that  order.  I  claim  as  a 
matter  of  parliamentary  law,  without  re- 
gard to  whether  a  similar  case  can  be 
Found— and  I  have  passed  the  last  two  afternoons 
in  diligent  search,  and  cannot  find  a  single  prece- 
dent— Shat  when  the  Council  has  passed  an  order, 
it  is  nobody's  duty  to  inquire  how  that  order 
has  been  passed.  The  record  stands  that  this  or- 
der was  passed  w  ithout  reference  to  any  other 
order.  Following  the  custom  of  other  bodies  it 
ought  to  go  to  the  other  branch  in  season  for  the 
next  meeting.  But  unfortunately  it  did  not  go, 
and  the  Aldermen  have  had  two  meetings.  If  a 
paper  had  been  mislaid  in  passing  from  one 
branch  to  another,  of  course  its  consideration 
would  be  delayed.  But  when  a  matter  comes  be- 
fore this  Council,  it  is  for  us  to  consider  whether 
it  is  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  'aw  that 
a  document  should  be  sent  to  the  other  branch 
after  it  has  been  finally  acted  upon,  without 
regard  to  any  other  matters  connected  with  it, 
which  are  unfinished.  The  only  objection  I 
have  heard  is  that  this  South  Boston 
order  is  written  on  a  piece  of  paper  with 
another  order.  I  hold  it  is  perfectly  in 
order  for  the  clerk  to  have  separated  those  two 
orders.  It  is  immaterial  whether  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  get  the  report  with  that  order.  It  has 
been  intimated  that  the  report  cannot  be  sent  to 
them.  It  is  of  no  importance  whether  they  get 
the  report  or  not.  It  is  often  the  case  that  we  act 
upon  the  nomination  of  officers  before  we  have 
officially  accepted  or  seen  the  report  of  the  nom- 
inating committee;  all  of  which  goes  to  prove 
that  these  details  are  perfectly  immaterial,  and 
the  only  question  is,  Has  the  Council  finally 
passed  an  order  which  bas  no  connection  with 
any  other  order  now  pending  before  this  body. 
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I  claim  that  the  reading  of  the  South  Boston  or- 
der shows  it  is  entirely  independent  or  the  other. 
Every  gentleman  who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  West 
Roxbury  Park  said  there  was  no  connection  be- 
tween the  two  except  what  appeared  on  thnr 
face;  and  on  their  face  there  is  none.  I  hope 
The  Council  will  pass  the  order  to  let  our  respect- 
ed clerk  out  of  the  position  in  which  he  is,  and 
which  it  is  natural  he  should  have  got  into.  There 
is  no  law  or  direction  for  him  to  send  any  papers. 
It  is  only  a  custom  in  parliamentary  bodies.  I 
cannot  find  even  in  Cushing's  Manual  any  direc- 
tion to  the  clerk  to  send  papers  from  one  branch 
to  another.  After  two  weeks  the  clerk  will  not 
send  the  paper  down.  I  believe  he  decided  the 
question  properly,  so  far  as  his  judgment  is  con- 
cerned, and  that  he  did  it  without  the  slightest 
bias.  I  do  not  believe  the  clerk  of  this  Council 
has  felt  a  moment's  interest  in  any  of  the  ques- 
tions debated  here.  I  know  he  is  as  impartial  a 
man  as  can  be,  and  I  believe  the  course  which  he 
adopted  is  following  out  somewhat  parallel  cases 
which  have  occurred  before.  But  now  that  the 
attention  of  the  Council  has  been  called  to  it,  I 
believe  when  they  decide  that  it  an  order  is 
passed  here,  and  it  is  going  to  remain  here,  or 
be  detained  by  the  clerk  until  action  is  taken  on 
some  other  paper,  we  are  laying  down  a  most 
dangerous  precedent.  If  it  is  right  to  hold  back 
one  paper,  it  is  right  to  hold  back  another.  The 
simplest  and  easiest  way  is  to  relieve  the  clerk 
from  his  responsibility  in  this  matter  and  give 
him  some  instructions,  for  which  purpose  I  have 
offered  this  order.  If  the  Council  takes  the  same 
view  that  I  do,  and  others  have  expressed  the 
same  opinion,  we  shall  decide  that  when  a  motion 
is  passed  it  ought  to  be  transmitted  to  the  other 
branch.  If  they  reject  this  order,  or  if  they  pass 
it,  it  will  stand  as  a  guide  and  rule  for  the  clerk 
for  years  to  come,  and  if  rejected,  a  paper  which 
has  no  connection  with  another  paper  may  be 
held  back  one  week  or  two  monilis  until  such 
time  as  some  other  paper  has  been  passed  upon. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  am  thoroughly  in  favor 
of  this  order.  It  is  well  known  that  I  ?ppose  both 
the  park  orders;  but  fifty-seven  gentlemen  in 
this  Council  voted  for  the  South  Boston  Park 
order,  and  now  there  seems  to  be  fifty-seven  gen- 
tlemen who  oppose  its  going  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  I  think  they  take  a  very  wrong 
stand.  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  any  park  order  this  year.  I  do  not 
think  the  South  Boston  Park  is  having  fair  treat- 
ment at  the  hands  of  members  of  this  Council. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  am  in  favor  of  both  these  parks. 
But  I  will  not  vote  tor  a  single  order  that  I  think 
is  contrary  to  parliamentary  law  and  principle. 
The  question  I  wish  erentlemen  to  consider  is  not 
whether  they  favor  the  South  Boston  or  West 
Roxbury  Park,  but  whether  the  order  is  in 
accordance  with  parliamentary  law,  and 
whether  it  is  well  to  deal  with  the 
subject  in  this  way.  I  submit  that  in 
offering  this  order  the  gentleman  recognized  that 
it  is  not  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  laws. 
Now,  what  is  the  course  of  procedure.  The  com- 
mittee make  a  report,  it  is  acted  upon,  and  then 
goes  to  the  other  branch.  Now,  what  does  the 
gentleman  ask  ?  Not  that  the  original  paper  be 
sent  up — not  that  a  certified  copy  be  sent.  Is 
that  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  law  ?  In 
offering  the  order  the  gentleman  shows  he  is  not 
acting  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  laws. 
This  Council  can  do  it  if  they  see  fit.  But  what 
will  be  the  position  when  it  gets  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  ?  They  will  say,  "  We  want  the  original 
papers;  we  want  the  thing  we  are  entitled  to. 
Send  us  down  the  papers  that  accompany  this 
order."  Now,  is  this  order  separate  and  inde- 
pendent from  everything  else  entirely?  Not  at 
all.  It  is  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  The  two  orders  are  a  part  of  their 
report.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  will  say, 
Why  don't  you  send  the  report  to  us.  so  that  we 
can  know  what  we  are  acting  upon?  Both 
branches  referred  this  matter  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  who  made  their  report,  and  you  pro- 
pose to  send  a  copy  of  one  order  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  not  send  the  report  on  which 
they  can  act?  Is  that  in  accordance  with  parlia- 
mentary law?  Not  at  all.  Very  well,  and  perhaps 
the  gentleman  will  propose  to  send  the  report  too. 
But  then,  they  will  leave  the  other  order  here,  and 
then  we  shall  have  no  report  to  act  upon.  Is  that 
in  accordance  with  parliamentary  law?  I  believe 
not.  I  believe  in  the  passage  of  this  South  Bos- 
ton  Park   order,   but   I   do   not  see   where  the 


urgency  is  to  take  it  out  of  the  regular  course  of 
parliamentary  law  and  make  it  a  special  example. 
Is  there  any  particular  urgency  why  this  South 
Boston  Park  order  cannot  be  laid  over  until  the 
whole  report  is  acted  upon  in  a  proper  way? 
Let  us  deal  with  that  question  fairly,  and  not 
because  we  want  to  hurry  this  thing  through 
totally  disregarding  all  parliamentary  laws.  It 
mast  wait  until  all  the  orders  in  the  report  have 
been  acted  upon,  so  that  the  report  and  two  or- 
ders with  our  proceedings  thereon  may  go  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  Swift — I  wish  to  indorse  everything  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  support  of  the 
impartiality  and  good  judgment  of  our  clerk.  I 
believe  he  acted  properly  in  the  exercise  of  his 
discretion  in  the  matter.  He  was  obliged  to  ex- 
ercise discretion  in  the  absence  of  special  instruc- 
tion, and  I  believe  he  did  it  with  impartiality  and 
fairness.  On  the  other  hand,  he  is  an  officer  of 
this  body,  and  where  a  doubtf ul  question  arises 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  body  to  instruct  him  as  to 
what  action  he  should  take.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  in  regard  to  the  par- 
liamentary law.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  neces- 
sary to  send  the  whole  of  a  report  to  the  other 
branch.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  it  is  not  only 
posssible  to  send  part  of  a  report,  but  it  is  a 
thing  we  have  very  often  done,  and  we  do  it  in 
almost  every  case  of  an  election  where  mere  than 
one  officer  is  nominated  at  a  time  for  the  same 
kind  of  position,  like  the  Superintendents  of 
Bridges  and  Assistant  Assessors.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Nomination  makes  a  report  to  the  Council 
and  it  has  been  the  constant  practice  to  assign 
or  defer  action  upon  a  particular  nomination, 
and  to  act  upon  other  names.  I  can  recall  a 
number  of  cases  where  that  has  been  done,  where 
reasons  have  been  given  by  some  of  the  mem- 
bers why  a  certain  name  should  not  be  acted  up- 
on at  once,  and  action  has  been  deferred.  The 
other  names  have  been  acted  upon,  and  elections 
have  taken  place.  Now,  Six,  an  order  is  the 
proper  action  of  this  body.  A  report  is  made  by 
one  of  its  committees,  and  the  order  is  the  ac- 
tion the  body  takes  after  having  received  advice 
from  its  committee.  The  order  is  the  act,  and  is 
the  thing  which  goes  to  the  other  branch  of  the  city 
Government.  I  ca,nnot  see  any  possible  reason 
why  this  Council  has  not  a  right,  when  a  report  is 
submitted  to  it,  to  say  here  is  one  part  of  this  re- 
port which  we  wish  to  adopt,  and  we  w<ll  frame 
an  order  upon  it;  but  the  rest  of  the  report  we  do 
not  care  to  consider.  But  here  is  a  suggestion  we 
agree  to,  and  to  carry  it  out  we  pass  an  order. 
Will  any  gentleman  contend  that  this  Council  has 
not  a  right  to  do  that?  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  not  a  single  reason  has  been  advanced  why 
this  cannot  be  done.  The  only  reason  is  that 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  that  a  re- 
port cannot  be  separated— a  reason  which  I  con- 
sider unsound. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  presume  the  gentleman 
does  not  desire  to  misrepresent  me,  and  I  will  set 
him  right.  I  said  it  was  in  the  power  of  this  bi>dy 
to  do  so  it  it  saw  fit,  but  is  it  according  to  parlia- 
mentary law?  Is  there  any  particular  reason  for 
making  this  an  exception  to  parliamentary  law. 

Mr.  Swift— I  understood  him  to  say  it  was  not 
In  accordance  with  parliamentary  law  to  accept 
part  of  a  report  and  not  act  upon  the  rest;  and  I 
say  it  is  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  law  to 
do  so;  and  I  cannot  conceive  any  reason  why  it 
should  be  otherwise.  When  a  point  which  has 
not  been  settled  before  has  irisen,  it  is  our  duty 
to  instruct  the  Clerk  upon  the  subject,  and  re- 
move the  responsibility  from  his  shoulders,  as 
has  been  well  said  by  the  gentleman  Irom  Ward 
12.  In  the  absence  of  any  precedent,  the  Clerk 
was  quite  right  in  deferring  action  upon  it.  But 
it  is  now  our  duty  to  take  the  responsibility  on 
our  own  shoulders  and  say  whether  this  order 
which  we  have  passed  and  refused  to  reconsider 
should  take  effect  or  not.  Suppose  we 
prefer  not  to  act  on  this  West  Roxbury 
Park  order  at  all,  and  indefinitely  post- 
pone it,  what  is  to  become  of  the  other 
order  we  have  passed?  Is  that  to  fall  to  the 
ground  because  another  order  has  been  rejected. 
I  sny  such  a  ground  is  entirely  untenable.  We 
have  a  right  to  have  orders  which  have  been 
passed  sent  to  the  other  branch.  Wo  have  a  right 
to  reject  and  refuse  to  entertain  anv  suggestions 
made  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  if  we 
take  action  upon  them  we  have  a  right  to  do  so  in 
accordance  with  parliamentary  laws.  For  this 
reason  I  hope  the  Council  will  sustain  its  former 
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action  for  voting  the  order  instructing  the  clerk 
to  transmit  the  South  Boston  Park  order  to  the 
other  branch. 

Mr.  Hagar  01  Ward  10— I  take  it  the  report  is 
for  the  information  of  the  Council  and  the  or- 
ders accompanying  it  are  for  the  action  of  the 
Council.  The  Committee  on  Finance  have  made 
a  certain  report  and  we  have  accepted  it.  The 
report  has  performed  the  functions  it  was  in- 
tended to  perform,  and  the  orders  are  before  us 
for  any  action  we  see  fit  to  take. 

Mr.  Bailey — Can  tne  gentleman  point  to  a  single 
vote  accepting  this  report? 

Mr.  Hagar— I  can  point  to  this  particular  case 
as  throwing  some  light  upon  this  question.  Dur- 
ing the  discussion  I  have  been  referring  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  case.  It  seems  to  me  the  record 
shows  a  perfectly  proper  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Council.  1  find  on  page  400  of  Sept.  9,  the  report 
was  submitted  by  Mr.  Coe,  and— 

"The  question  was  upon  giving  the  orders  a 
second  readiog. 

"Mr.  Coe— I  move  that  the  report  be  accepted, 
and  punted  for  the  use  of  the  Council.  Very  lit- 
tle idea  can  be  had  from  hearing  it  read  as  to  the 
position  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  city.  I 
move  that  the  report,  and  all  papers  in  connec- 
tion with  it  that  have  not  already  been  printed, 
be  printed. 

"The  motion  to  print  prevailed." 

Then  Mr.  Coe  moved  that  further  consideration, 
of  the  orders  be  specially  assigned  to  two  weeks 
from  that  time,  but  it  seems  they  were  specially 
assigned  for  three  weeks.  Then  on  page  491,  in 
the  report,  of  the  meeting  to  which  the  special  as- 
signment was  made,  Sept.  30 — 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  special  assignment  for  eight 
o'clock  P.  M.,  the  question  being  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  orders: 

"Whether  it  is  right  ornot.it  seems  perfectly 
plain  that  the  Council  deserted  the  report  at 
quite  a  remote  period." 

The  President— The  Chair  would  like  to  read 
the  record  that  is  contained  in  the  papers,  which 
is  really  the  only  record  that  is  official  for  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Council.  The  printed  report  may  be 
correct  and  may  not.  This  is  the  endorsement 
upon  the  report  of  the  committee: 

"Read,  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  to  be 
printed  with  accompanying  papers  connected 
therewith — not  heretofore  printea;  and  assigned 
to  the  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  30th  inst.  at 
eight  o'clock  P.  M." 

Mr.  Hagar— Then  it  seems  I  was  misled  by  the 
printed  report.  But  the  report  of  the  committee 
gave  us  the  information  we  desired,  and — 

Mr.  Bailey — I  would  ask  the  gentleman  what  he 
is  going  to  do  with  the  report  if  this  order  is 
passed  and  we  send  down  a  certified  copy  of  the 
order  ?  Is  the  report  going  to  be  sent  down,  or 
will  it  stay  here? 

Mr.  Whitmore — Perhaps  the  gentleman  will 
allow  me  to  answer  the  question,  if  he  is  not  par- 
ticular who  answers  it.  I  suppose  the  report  can 
go  either  at  this  or  any  other  time.  It  can  go  with 
this  order,  and  most  properly,  because  if  the 
Council,  in  its  wisdom,  rejects  the  other  order, 
there  will  be  nothing  to  be  transmitted  to 
them,  in  point  of  fact  it  is  one  of  those  papers 
the  actual  possession  of  which  is  worth  nothing 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  But  tho  point  I  wish 
to  particularly  answer  in  the  remarkable  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  is  this — Ido 
not  see  that  he  has  stated  any  more  authorities 
than  I  have  for  the  parliamentary  law  bearing  on 
the  case.  His  opinion  of  the  parliamentary  law  is 
just  as  good  as  mine.  The  only  quotation  I  have 
to  offer  now  is  from  section  1967,  on  page  761  of 
Cushing's  larger  work.  I  will  give  the  whole  para- 
graph as  vt  stands: 

"It  is  hardly  necessary  to  observe  that  a  report 
may  be  dealt  with  in  parts;  thus,  a  part  of  a  re- 
port may  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  or  a  part 
of  it  recommitted,  disagreed  to  or  agreed  to.  The 
whole  report,  being  under  consideration,  must  of 
courfe  be  disposed  of  in  some  regular,  parliamen- 
tary manner." 

Now,  sir,  th«t  is  all  I  can  lind.  It  says  distinct- 
ly that  a  reoort  can  be  divided,  a  part  can  be  con- 
sidered, part  laid  on  the  table  and  part  passed. 
The  point  I  make  is  this:  The  substantial  part  of 
the  report  was  in  orders,  and  when  we  pa3s  the 
orders  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  whether  we  send 
the  report  with  the  first  order  or  not.  I  presume 
the  Clerk  would  send  it  down.  It  would  not  be 
read,  because  it  is  in  print  and  the  time  has  gone 


by.  The  only  reason  for  sending  the  papers  when 
an  order  is  sent  from  one  house  to  another  is  to 
transmit  the  papers  accompanying  it.  That 
seems  to  be  merely  a  custom  resting  on  tradition. 
The  documents  are  sent  from  one  house  to  an- 
other. The  only  reference  Cushing  makes  to  it  is 
the  custom  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  England. 
Now  the  gentleman  trom  Ward  4  says,  Why  do 
you  call  it  a  certified  copy?  I  put  in  those  words 
out  of  an  excess  of  caution.  It  is  immaterial 
whether  the  order  we  send  is  on  the  same  piece  of 
paper  on  which  we  acted  or  not.  If  I  send  an 
order  to  the  desk  and  it  is  passed  and  afterwards 
lost,  that  does  not  prevent  the  clerk  from  sending 
a  copy  of  the  proceedings  to  the  other  branch. 
The  one  thing  is  that  the  clerk  shall  get  an  accu- 
rate record.  He  generally  sends  the  original 
paper  for  the  purpose  of  convenience.  At  all 
events,  if  the  order  is  lost  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  they  send  for  a  certified  copy  of 
what  we  did,  it  is.just  the  same.  If  there  were 
any  other  custom  the  whole  business  of  this  City 
Government  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  any  clerk 
just  the  same  as  the  city  treasury  has  been  at  the 
mercy  of  one  of  its  clerks.  If  any  intruder  should 
come  in  here  and  disturb  the  papers,  it  would 
prevent  the  record  from  being  shown.  I  put 
the  word  certified  copy  in  merely  as  a  form. 
The  important  matter  was  that  bhe  other 
branch  should  be  informed  that  this 
body  passed  an  order  appropriating  $110,000  for 
the  City  Point  Park,  and  they  want  to  know 
whether  they  agree  with  us  or  not.  Whether  the 
original  order  was  lost  or  not,  so  long  as  the  clerk 
of  this  body  s^nds  a  certificate  that  such  an  or- 
der was  passed  by  this  Council,  it  is  sufficient,  for 
it  is  the  record  that  we  go  by,  and  anybody  can 
certify  to  it  twenty  years  from  now.  The  original 
paper"  is  very  often  in  such  a  form  that  it  has  to 
be  copied  by  the  clerk  before  being  sent  to  the 
other  branch. 

Mr.  Bailey— Will  the  gentleman  answer  a  ques- 
tion ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  decline  to  yield  the  floor,  j 
hope  the  order  will  go  as  the  decision  ot  this 
Council  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in 
such  cases.  If  there  are  any  verbal  corrections  I 
will  accept  them  so  long  as  the  idea  remains.  We 
are  called  upon  to  express  our  opinion  that  we 
think  that  when  an  order  has  passed  this 
body  it  should  be  sent  to  the  other  branch.  If 
the  majority  of  this  body  think  differently,  very 
well.  I  am  not  going  to  express  my  opinion 
whether  I  think  it  is  right  or  not.  But  it  will  re- 
main as  the  expression  of  the  opinion  of  this 
Council  that  the  Clerk  is  to  be  the  judge  whether 
a  paper  is  to  be  sent  to  the  other  body  or  not. 
We  must  remember  that  the  proceedings  of  this 
City  Council  of  Boston  are  a  guide  to  some  dozen 
or  fifteen  cities  in  New  England.  It  is  stated  to 
me  that  they  study  our  ordinances  and  proceed- 
ings to  see  what  decisions  are  made  in  regard  to 
such  matters  as  this.  Whatever  decision  we 
come  to  tonight  will  have  greater  effect  than  we 
think  ot.  It  has  come  to  a  question  whether  this 
body  has  control  over  its  action  without  regard 
to  the  temporary  matter  of  hoir  a  paper  came 
before  it.  The  broad  question  is  whether,  when 
we  have  passed  an  order,  it  is  not  proper  that 
that  action  should  be  certified  to  the  other  branch 
for  its  action.  a 

Mr.  Christal— I  move  the  previous  question.  I 
see  it  is  g/>ing  to  make  considerable  discussion. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  certainly  hope  the  previous  ques- 
tion will  not  be  ordered.  This  is  a  matter  of 
much  importance,  as  the  gentleman  says,  and 
ought  to  be  discussed,  and  the  main  question 
ought  not  to  be  sprung. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the 
strong  words  which  he  has  used,  that  we  ought 
not  for  any  mere  little  expediency  at  the  present 
time  to  sacrifice  a  question  of  principle,  and  we 
ought  to  adhere  to  parliamentary  law,  and  not  be 
governed  in  our  action  because  we  think  there  is 
a  chance  to  push  this  South  Boston  Park  matter 
through  in  an  unparliamentary  way.  I  propose 
to  discuss  it  without  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the 
Clerk.  He  is  the  agent  of  this  body, 
and  performs  his  duties  as  he  under- 
stands them.  If  he  don't  do  them  cor- 
rectly we  can  correct  him.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  furnished  us  something  to  go  by — 
that  every  report  must  be  dealt  with  and  every 
part  must  be  dealt  with  in  a  parliamentary  man- 
ner. Suppose  a  report  came  in  here  and  a  por- 
tion was  laid  upon  the  table  and  a  portion  passed. 
What  would  you  do  with   the  portion  laid  upon 
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the  table  when  you  sent  down  the  portion  that 
was  passed,  and  would  you  adopt  an  order  to  send 
a  certified  copy  of  the  proceedings  ?  What  does 
this  Council  act  upon  ?  It  is  a  report.  It  is  not 
from  some  published  information  in  the  news- 
papers. It  is  upon  the  report.  The  gentleman 
said  he  was  willing  to  send  down  information  of 
what  we  had  done.  The  Board  of  Aldermen 
would  say,  What  if  you  have  ?  The  Board  of  Al- 
dermen is  to  consider  the  report  the  same  as  the 
Council  and  they  will  say,  Send  us  the  report 
with  what  you  have  done.  When  the  gentleman 
proposes  to  send  a  certified  copy  of  this  order,  he 
sends  something  from  the  original  paper. 
What  would  you  think  of  sending  down 
an  order  you  had  passed  on  a  report  of  a  joint 
committee,  which  went  to  that  committee  under 
the  rules,  and  they  make  that  report,  and  you 
sent  down  a  portion  of  that  report  without  the 
other? 

Mr.  Swift— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
what  effect  it  would  have  in  his  opinion  on  the 
order  which  we  passed  in  regard  to  the  City  Point 
Park,  if  this  Council  should  vote  to  refer  action 
upon  the  West  Koxbury  Park  to  the  next  City 
Government? 

Mr.  Bailey— All  the  other  papers  would  go  to 
the  other  branch  with  the  action  we  had  taken. 
They  would  get  information  of  all  we  had  done. 

Mr.  Swift— In  what  way  does  that  differ  from 
the  action  we  have  taken,  in  acting  upon  one  por- 
tion and  deferring  action  upon  the  other?  What 
difference  does  ir.  make  whether  you  delay  your 
action  one  week  or  refer  it  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment ?  That  is  the  point  I  wish  the  gentleman 
to  explain. 

Mr.  Bailey— The  difference  is  there  has  been  a 
determined  and  definite  action  in  one  case,  and 
there  has  not  in  the  other.  When  you  refer  to 
the  next  City  Government,  then  this  Council  is 
done  with.  But  when  you  refer  to  next  week  you 
have  no  report  to  make,  except  a  report  of  prog- 
ress. What  they  want  to  know  is,  what  has  been 
the  definite  action  on  this  order.  The  reference 
of  it  to  the  next  City  Government  is  notice  that 
we  have  virtually  killed  it. 

Mr.  Swift— What  effect  would  it  have  upon  the 
orders  if  you  lav  the  rest  of  the  report  upon  the 
table? 

Mr.  Bailey — Ii  you  lay  a  part  of  it  upon  the 
table,  you  lay  the  whole  report  there. 

Mr.  Swift — Do  I  understand  the  gentleman  to 
say  that  if  we  lay  the  other  order  in  this  report 
upon  the  table,  the  order  we  have  passed 
would  not  go  to  the  other  branch? 

Mr.  Bailey — The  whole  report  has  got  to  be 
dealt  with,  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  have 
the  same  information  to  act  upon  that  we  have 
had.  Gentlemen  will  remember  that  we  sent  to 
them  our  action  upon  certain  city  officers,  and  I 
think  the  other  branch,  in  a  matter  of  much  more 
grave  importance  than  that, would  show  equal  de- 
termination. Now  the  only  precedent  the  gentle- 
man has  quoted  is  as  to  the  power  of  a  body  to 
deal  with  a  question  in  itself.  There  is  no  ques- 
•tion  about  that.  The  only  question  is  in  reference 
to  dealing  with  a  coordinate  branch.  I  am  a  lit- 
tle out  of  patience  in  this  matter,  because  I  can- 
not conceive  how  any  gentleman  can  look  at  it 
and  vote  in  any  way  but  one.  I  cannot  see  how 
the  Council  can  think  for  a  moment  of  taking  a 
report  and  acting  upon  one  part,  then  mutilating 
it  and  sending  a  copy  of  one  part  to  the  other 
branch.  Suppose  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should 
send  a  copy  of  onj  of  these  orders  to  us.  We 
would  say,  We  want  the  papers  to  act  upon;  we 
will  do  nothing  until  the  Board  of  Aldermen  get 
through  with  them  and  then  we  will  act. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— When  this  subject 
was  first  presented  to  me  I  was  somewhat  in 
doubt  about  it,  and  am  willing  to  admit  I  am  not 
yet  quite  decided  at  this  time.  It  occurred  to 
me,  however,  when  a  question  is  divided,  then 
the  sub-divisions  become  independent  questions. 
Now,  I  find  in  dishing,  page  529,  that 

"If  the  motion  [that  is,  the  motion  to  divide] 
prevails,  the  question  accordingly  becomes  a  se- 
ries of  questions,  to  be  separately  considered  and 
voted  upon,  as  so  many  independent  propositions, 
in  the  order  in  which  they  stand." 

Also  on  page  531: 

"When  a  division  (of  the  question)  takes  place, 
each  member  of  it,  irom  that  time  forward,  be- 
comes and  is  treated  and  is  disposed  ot  as  a  sepa 
rate  motion." 

Now,  when  we  divided  the  question,  why  did 
we  not  by  so  doing  render  the  sub-divisions  in- 
dependent questions,  to  be  acted  upon  as  such? 


Why  did  we  not  render  the  order  providing  for 
the  South  Bostou  park  an  independent  question, 
to  be  acted  upon  as  such?  If  so.it  appears  to 
me  it  should  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
other  branch.  So  far  as  the  papers 
are  concerned,  which  are  really  auxiliary  to  the 
main  matter  which  was  decided  upon,  I  cannot 
see  why  the  report  of  the  committee  could  not  be 
transmitted  with  those  subdivisions  of  the  ques- 
tion as  passed. 

Mr.  Bailey — Suppose  we  transmit  the  report, 
and  the  Council,  in  considering  this  matter  of  the 
West  Roxbury  Park  think  they  want  more  light 
on  this  matter,  and  a  motion  is  made  to  recommit 
the  whole  subject  to  a  committee?  The  report 
has  gone  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  you  can- 
not get  it. 

Mr.  Vv  heeler — I  do  not  understand  that  there- 
port  is  before  us. 

Mr.  Bailey— The  paper  is  gone. 

Mr.  Wheeler— Whatever  is  necessary  to  make 
the  South  Boston  Park  order  intelligible  is  neces- 
sary to  be  sent;  and  the  whole  report  or  a  part  of 
it  may  be  sent.  Therefore,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
order  before  us. 

Mr.  Coe — I  hope  gentlemen  will  vote  on  this 
question  without  reference  to  its  being  a  Park 
matter,  but  exercise  thb  rules  of  common  sense, 
which  seem  to  me  to  govern  asny  question  of  this 
kind.  We  have  before  us  the  report  and  two  or- 
ders; they  are  on  the  same  paper.  We  passed 
one  order,  and  a  motion  has  been  brought  in  that 
we  certify  to  the  other  branch  the  fact  of  what 
we  have  done.  Suppose  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries should  bring  in  a  report,  as  they  do  this  year, 
with  a  long  list  ot  orders  fixing  salaries,  the  May- 
or so  much,  the  Mayor's  clerk  so  much,  etc.  Sup- 
pose we  have  to  divide  them,  as  we  always  do, 
and  pass  one  order,  and  lay  another  one  over  for 
another  week.  It  would  be  boys'  play  for  us  to 
certify  our  action  to  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  in 
such  a  case  until  we  had  acted  upon  all  the 
orders  in  the  report.  Let  us  think  for  a 
moment  what  the  Board  of  Aldermen  would  do 
when  they  get  that  information.  They  would 
say,  "We  are  much  obliged  to  you  for 
the  information,  but  we  have  no  report  upon 
which  you  have  acted,  only  we  have  a  certificate 
of  the  partial  action,  but  the  other  papers  are 
now  pending  before  you.  It  seems  to  me  the  rule 
of  common  sense  would  apply  in  this  case,  even 
if  there  were  no  parliamentary  precedents. 

Mr.  Wheeler — l*n  the  case  which  the  gentleman 
suggests  there  is  really  no  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23  that  this  is  a  matter  of  common 
sense.  Ninety-nine-lnmdredths  of  the  rules  in 
Cushing  are  based  upon  the  practice  in  England. 
It  is  almost  impossible  for  us  to  argue  upon  this 
from  any  parliamentary  precedent,  and  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  that  it  is  better  to  fall  back 
upon  common  sense.  What  is  the  value  attached 
to  the  original  paper  in  this  case?  It 
has  been  copied  and  printed  in  a  city 
document.  It  has  been  attempted  to  find  a 
parallel  case  in  Cushing,  but  they  are  studying 
the  proceedings  of  an  old  conservative  body" 
which,  until  the  present  generation,  would  not 
admit  a  reporter  to  report  their  proceedings,  and 
in  which  it  was  not  supposed  that  a  newspaper 
could  be  quoted  in  that  body.  The  parchment 
record  was  the  only  thing  to  be  quoted.  Now, 
sir,  this  report  is  in  the  hands  of  everv  member 
of  the  Council  just  as  truly  and  exactly  as  the 
original  paper.  Every  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  has  a  copy  of  it.  What  does  he  care 
what  hecomes  of  the  original  paper?  What  man 
can  recollect  when  the  question  was  raised 
whether  this  is  a  true  cony  of  the  report?  It  is 
nonsense  to  suppose  that  they  cannot  take  up 
an  order  and  pass  it  owing  to  the  fact  that  two 
orders  have  been  put  in  and  have  been  acted  up- 
on differently.  It  is  not  in  the  light  of  common 
sense  to  suppose  that  anything  so  absurd  can  be 
done.  Suppose  the  second  older  is  rejected;  we 
do  not  suppose  that  because  one  is  passed 
and  another  rejected,  that  the  original 
report  is  rejected.  They  only  know  by  the  read- 
ing of  the  newspapers  that  an  order  is  rejected. 
Tney  get  their  information  as  we  all  do— from  the 
newspaper.  They  know  that  the  Council  passed 
one  order  and  indefinitely  postponed  the  other. 
Suppose  the  Committee  on  Survey  of  Buildings 
sends  in  a  report  including  four  orders,  one  for  a 
house  in  East  Boston,  one  for  a  house  in  Charles- 
town,  one  in  South  Boston,  and  one  in  the  city 
proper.    We  pass  three  of  those  orders,  and  say 
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we  will  lay  this  Charlestown  order  upon  the  table 
for  further  consideration.  Does  anybody  suppose 
those  orders  relating  to  different  houses  and  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  city  should  not  go  down  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  be  acted  upon  be- 
cause the  fourth  order  has  been  delayed?  The 
mere  fact  is,  the  committee  have  put  a  bundle  of 
sticks  together,  but  because  one  is  selected, 
does  that  prevent  action  upon  the  other? 
I  remember  to  have  heard  that  it  is 
a  matter  of  common  belief  that  twins 
have  some  remarkable  sympathy  between  them, 
so  that  if  one  is  sick  and  dies,  the  other  will  die 
at  the  same  time  though  they  were  a  thousand 
miles  apart.  Now,  sir,  although  we  cannot  see  it, 
it  is  intimated  that  these  two  bills  are  twins  and 
if  one  sickens  and  dies  the  other  must  follow  suit. 

Mr.  Cbild— I  desire  to  ask  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  whether  the  report  which  has  been  dis- 
cussed has  been  accepted? 

The  President — It  has  been  accepted  by  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Child— If  the  report  has  been  accepted  by 
the  Council,  it  seems  to  me  that  finishes  the  re- 
port, and  the  orders  contained  in  the  report  are 
now  before  the  Council.  They  are  two  separate 
orders,  and  should  be  acted  upon  separately. 

Mr.  Bailey — Does  the  gentleman  consider  the 
orders  are  not  a  part  of  the  report  ?  The  orders 
are  just  as  much  a  part  of  the  report  as  anything 
else.  If  you  accept  the  report  you  accept  the 
orders. 

Mr.  Child— The  question  was  divided;  one  of 
the  orders  was  passed  and  has  been  clinched  by  a 
reconsideration  being  refused.  It  seems  perfect- 
ly proper  that  that  order  should  go  down  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Bailey — As  the  gentleman  has  asked  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  on  that  point,  I  would  ask  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  on  the  question  whether  the 
orders  are  not  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  President — The  Chair  would  like  to  know 
what  precedents  the  gentleman  has? 

Mr.  Bailey — The  point  is  this— the  orders  are  a 
part  of  the  report.  The  acceptance  of  the  report 
is  the  acceptance  of  tne  orders.  The  acceptance 
of  the  orders  is  only  saying  the  Council  will  take 
them  and  act  upon  them.  The  orders  are  a  part 
of  that  report  just  as  much  as  any  other  matter. 
The  acceptance  of  the  whole  matter  is  simply 
saying  we  will  discharge  the  committee  from  fur- 
ther consideration  of  it. 

The  President— The  Chair  perfectly  agrees  with 
the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Bailey— Now  what  is  the  difference?  Sup- 
pose a  division  was  called  for  and  you  voted  just 
the  same  as  now.  Would  the  gentleman  say  we 
should  send  down  a  certificate  of  what  we  had 
done?  The  gent'eman  from  Ward  12  has  been  as 
unfair  as  any  one  could  be.  Nobody  has  claimed 
that  we  could  not  do  just  as  we  pleased  in  our 
own  proceedings,  yet  the  gentleman  says 
we  must  appeal  to  common  sense.  I  say  we  can 
accept  one  and  reject  the  other.  But  the  ques- 
tion does  not  affect  our  dealing  with  it  here.  It 
has  a  relation  to  our  proceedings  with  another 
body,  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  Government. 
We  can  dissect  the  report,  and  cut  it  all  to  pieces. 
After  we  have  done  with  it  we  can  send  it  to  the 
other  branch,  who  have  as  much  right  to  deal 
with  it  as  we  have.    If  you  adopt  the  order  of  the 

fentleman,  and  send  a  copy  of  it  to  the  other 
ranch,  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  report 
of  the  Joint  Committee?  The  Alderman  who 
signed  that  report  will  say,  "That  is  not  my  re- 
port; I  signed  no  such  report;  if  they  have  mu- 
tilated it,  it  is  not  my  report;  my  committee  re- 
ported two  orders."  I  say  this  Council  can  adopt 
-this  order  if  they  see  hit,  but  I  appeal  to  their 
common  sense  to  say  whether  it  is  expedient  to 
do  it  in  violation  of  common  parliamentary  prac- 
tice. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  desire  to  read  the  end- 
ing of  that  report: 

"Your  committee  therefore  report  back  the 
accompanying  orders  in  a  new  draft,  for  such 
action  as  the  City  Council  may  see  lit  to  take  upon 
them." 

They  do  not  recommend  you  to  pass  these  or- 
ders, and  never  did. 

Mr.  Bailey— Of  course  they  do  not  recommend 
that  they  be  passed,  but  it  is  the  report  of  the 
committee  just  the  same. 

Mr.  Hart— They  put  those  two  orders  back  upon 
the  report  of  the  committee.  Those  orders  were 
sent  to  the  committee  just  in  the  same  words  that 
they  are  now. 


Mr.  Bailey-  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  gentle- 
man can  take  such  a  view.  How  did  we  have  the 
orders  it  they  did  n't  come  from  the  committee? 
The  committee  does  not  always  recommend  cer- 
tain things.  Time  and  again  matters  are  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  with  in- 
structions to  dratt  such  an  ordinance,  and  we 
do  so  and  report  it  against  our  own  ideas.  It  is 
the  report  of  the  committee  just  the  same.  It  is 
the  report  of  the  Finauce  Committee  that  comes 
to  us  in  this  case.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
says  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  other  branch  to 
have  the  original  papers,  but  the  absurdity  of 
such  a  statement  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  a  gen- 
tleman has  been  reading  from  the  printed  pro- 
ceedings, and  has  been  corrected  by  the  Chair  by 
reading  from  the  original  papers.  It  shows  the 
absurdity  of  asking  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
deal  with  anything  but  the  original  papers. 
Everybody  knows  that,  after  a  bill  has 
gone  through  the  Legislature,  the  printed 
copy  may  be  found  to  contain  errors, 
that  a  word  or  two  in  the  original  docu- 
ment has  beeu  left  out;  and  then  the  whole  thing 
has  to  be  gone  through  with  again.  You  may 
print  your  report  as  you  please,  and  it  would  not 
have  any  effect,  unless  it  was  the  original  report 
of  the  committee.  You  may  send  a  certified  copy 
which  is  wrong,  and  the  records  may  show  that 
we  had  passed  one  thing  and  they  passed  another. 
Let  us  pass  an  ordinance  here  and  send  out  a  cer- 
tified copy  to  the  other  branch  to  be  acted  upon, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  you  indict  anybody  on 
such  a  paper  as  that.  Why?  Because  it  cannot 
be  acted  upon  in  court.  People  are  not  punished 
under  statutes  that  have  been  passed  by  the  two 
legislative  bodies  in  such  a  way  as  that. 

Mr.  Whitmore — When  the  gentleman  referred 
to  the  report  furnished  by  the  Boston  Transcript, 
he  fell  into  the  same  trap  that  many  others 
have  fallen  into.  The  report  is  not  a  verbatim 
report  and  nobody  supposes  that  such  a  docu- 
ment could  be  taken  as  a  part  of  the  record,  but 
the  document  1  held  in  my  hand  is  certified  to  as 
City  Document  No.  111.,  and  is  from  the  city 
printers.  I  never  heard  anybody  raise  a  question 
as  to  whether  such  a  document  was  correctly 
printed  or  not.  The  very  fine  flourish  he  raised  is 
without  any  effect.  I  move  to  amend  the  order 
that  the  clerk  shall  transmit  to  the  other  branch 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  with  the 
order  passed  by  us  in  regard  to  the  South  Boston 
Park,  and- 1  leave  it  to  the  common  sense  of  the 
clerk  to  send  down  the  original  paper  or  make 
any  indorsement  or  copy.  In  the  meantime 
I  beg  to  state  to  the  Council  that 
when  I  occupied  the  position  of  president, 
•  when  a  paper  came  to  me  to  sign 
which  was  badly  smeared  I  requested  the  clerk  to 
make  a  copy  of  it.  I  have  no  doubt  the  original 
paper  sent  to  the  Chair  is  often  not  the  paper 
put  away  on  tile  as  the  original  paper  acted  upon. 
Suppose  an  inkstand  is  upset  and  the  original  pa- 
per defaced,  or  suppose  it  is  lost  by  any  means, 
would  that  destroy  the  record?  With  the  hope 
that  we  shall  come  to  a  vote  and  save  time  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Bailey  hoped  the  previous  question  would 
not  be  ordered;  if  the  amendment  is  adopted  and 
the  original  papers  are  sent  the  Council  would 
have  nothing  to  act  upon. 

Mr.  Pratt  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Whitmore's  amendment  was  not  in  order,  since 
the  matter  to  which  it  relates  had  been  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  President — Has  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  any  remarks  to  make  before  the  Chair  decides 
the  question? 

Mr.  Whitmore— No,  sir.  Perhaps  the  Chair  has 
a  clearer  perception  of  it  than  I  have. 

The  main  question  was  ordered— 29  for,  20 
against— and  the  question  came  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

The  President — The  Chair  rules  that  the  pro- 
posed amendment  is  out  of  order  for  the  reasons 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  that  the 
Council  has  already  specially  assigned  a  part  of 
the  report  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

The  question  then  came  before  the  Council  on 
giving  the  order  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  order  was  declared  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. Mr.  Dailey  doubted  the  vote,  and  a  division 
was  had — 29  for,  21  against. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  declared 


Mr.  Bailey— I  doubt  the  vote,  and  ask  for  the 
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yeas  and  nays.  I  desire  to  be  put  on  record  on 
this  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  33,  nays  21: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Austin,  Brimbecom, 
Child,  Christal,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Cronin, 
Devlin,  C.  P.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Dudley,  Farwell, 
Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Hagar, 
Hart,  Hosley,  Lane,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Rogers,  Sib- 
ley, Swift,  Tucker,  Viles,  Ward,  Welch,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Whitmore— 33. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bailey,  Barry,  Blakemore,  Brown, 
Coe,  Hancock,  Howard,  Kendricken,  Maguire, 
Morrison,  Nason,  Parkman,  Perkins,  Plimpton, 
Pratt,  Pray,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  N.  Sawyer,  Sweeney, 
Sr.,  Williams,  Wyman— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bigelow,  Bow- 
ker,  Denney,  Devine,  Dixon,  J.  Doberty,  Fisher, 
Hilton,  Hullis,  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Murphy, 
O'Dowd,  Shepard,  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Sweetser,  Taylor, 
Walsh— 18. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13 moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

TIME  FOK  EMPLOYES  TO  VOTE. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order— That 
all  employes  of  the  city  be  allowed  sufficient  time 
to  vote  without  loss  of  pay  at  the  coming  elec- 
tions of  November  and  December  of  the  present 
year.  Passed.  A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr. 
Christal,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 
Sent  up. 

PROPOSED    EXAMINATION      OF    DEPARTMENT     AC- 
COUNTS   BY    AN    EXPERT. 

Mr.  Howard  of  Ward  4  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  employ- 
ing a  competent  expert  to  examine  the  books  and 
accounts  of  any  and  all  departments  connected 
with  the  city  of  Boston,  and  to  furnish  to  the  City 
Council  a  statement  monthly  of  the  condition  in 
which  he  has  found  the  same.    Passed.     Sent  up. 

PUBLIC    LANDS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  report  in  print  a  detailed 
list  of  the  lands  and  buildings,  suitable  to  be  sold, 
which  belonged  to  the  city  of  Boston  Jan.  1,  1880, 
with  the  assessed  value  of  such  parcels  in  1879 
and  1880;  and  in  case  any  lot  or  house  has  been 
sold,  the  price  ootained  therefor;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  passed.    Sent  up. 

LAND  PURCHASED  ON  CLAY  STREET. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
there  be  purchased  of  George  O.  Fillebrown  and 
William  H.  Thayer  their  estate,  containing  2158 
square  feet  of  land  more  or  less,  situated  at  the 
loot  of ,  and  numbered  39  on,  Clay  street,  at  Rox- 
bury,  for  the  sum  of  $1100,  and  that  said  sum 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Widening 
Streets. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets. 

Mr.  Lauten— The  Street  Commissioners  ask  for 
the  passage  of  this  order  tonight.  They  contem- 
plate opening  a  street  to  Park  street,  to  Clay 
street,  to  give  the  Committee  on  Sewers  a  chance 
to  clear  off  the  overflow  frem  Stony  Brook.  A 
piece  of  land  on  Clay  street  will  have  to  be  taken 
and  the  building  removed,  and  the  bond  for  the 
sale  of  it  runs  out  in  a  few  days.  The  matter  has 
been  carefully  considered. 

Mr.  Swift— I  can  confirm  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  14  has  sail..  It  is  unnecessary  to  refer 
this  to  the  Committee  on  Streets.  Although  it 
has  not  been  regularly  before  them,  the  commis- 


si oners  sent  for  the  members  of  the  committee 
and  explained  it  to  each  one  seperately.  It  will 
have  to  be  taken  under  the  right  of  eminent  do- 
main, for  sewer  purposes,  and  this  is  the  cheapest 
way  to  secure  it.  It  is  best  to  have  it  passed 
tonight. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— It  is  very  important 
that  this  order  should  be  passed  tonight.  The 
Committee  on  Stony  Brook  are  interested  in  this 
matter,  instead  of  the  Sewer  Department.  The 
Street  Commissioners  said  it  had  been  talked 
over  with  each  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  but  they  had  no  time  to  call  a  meeting. 

Mr.  Christal— I  consider  it  a  very  loose  manner 
to  deal  with  this  matter,  not  to  have  it  referred 
to  a  committee;  but  from  the  explanation  of 
members  of  the  committee,  I  am  inclined  to  with- 
draw my  motion.  Nevertheless,  I  am  of  opinion 
it  is  not  the  proper  way  to  bring  the  matter  be- 
fore each  member  of  the  committee  separately. 
But  under  the  necessity  of  the  case  I  am  willing 
to  withdraw  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed and  the  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Lauten  moved 
a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

STEAM    ENGINES    AND    BOILERS. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  be  request- 
ed to  consider  the  expediency  of  petitioning  the 
General  Court,  at  its  next  session,  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  to  amend  tht  law  relating  to  steam  en- 
gines, boilers,  etc.,  so  as  to  provide  that  no  per- 
son shall  be  placed  in  charge  of  a  steam  engine 
or  boiler  until  he  shall  be  adjudged  competent 
for  such  charge  by  a  United'  States  inspector. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  DECORATION  OP  THE    COUNCIL   CHAMBER. 

Mr.  Greenough  -I  have  an  order  here,  and  be- 
fore offering  it  should  like  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  state  whether 
this  beautiful  hall,  which  is  presented  to  us  is 
finished,  or  whether  there  is  anything  fmther  to 
be  done  with  it,  before  offering  our  congratula- 
tions ? 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14—1  believe  it  is  finished,  so 
far  as  the  painting  is  concerned.  I  believe  there 
are  some  pictures  to  be  hung. 

Mr.  Greenough— Then  I  wish  to  say  that  I  do 
not  think  the  hall  is  entirely  a  success.  The 
brilliant  panorama  overhead  is  belied  by  tbe  dark 
walls  below,  and  I  think  the  spirits  of  'the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  are  rather  dampened  and 
made  gloomy  because  of  it.  I  should,  therefore, 
like  to  offer  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings consider  and  report  on  the  advisability  of 
having  the  Council  chamber  whitewashed. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Devlin  of 
Ward  13. 

THE  "YOUNG  ELM"  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  the  Common,  etc.,  be  requested 
to  inquire  into  the  subject,  employing  experts,  if 
necessary,  and    report  why  the  elm   tree    within 
the    small    iron    enclosure  on  the  Common,  and 
which  by  the  tablet  appears  "to  have  stood  there 
for  an  unknown  period,  and  to  have  shown  signs 
of  age  a  century  ago,"  is  so  small  of  its  age. 
The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  readino- 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  include  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  in  the  same  inquiry. 
Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  lay  on  the  table.     Lost 
The  question  then  came  up  on  Mr.   Whitmore's 
amendment. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Greeuoueh  of 
Ward  9.  b 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    35,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUKORS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  November 
term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Undertaker  —  Frederick  S.  Pinkham.  Con- 
firmed. 

Inspectors  of  Election. 

Ward  6,  Precint  1,  John  F.  Towle,  in  place  of 
W.  H.  McCarthy,  resigned. 

Ward  6,  Precinct  4,  Jeremiah  M.  Gainey,  in 
place  of  Patrick  Campbell,  resigned. 

Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
Copy  of  proposed  petition  to  Legislature  of 
Charles  E.  fowers  et  al.,  for  a  charter  for  an  ele- 
vated railroad  company. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  J.  M.  Weilhart 
et  al.,  for  lamps  in  Spring  lane,  Ward  23,  Isaac  C. 
Atkinson  et  al.,  for  street  lamps  on  Tremont 
place,  Ward  24;  William  E.  Brigham  et  al.,  for 
street  lamps  on  Prince  street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Eleazer  Bullard 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Pearl  street,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as 
follows:  R.  L.  Barstow,  new  wooden,  three  horses, 
on  Pleasant  street,  Ward  24;  Mary  A.Sanborn, 
new  wooden,  one  cow  ana  five  horses,  on  Williams 
street,  Ward  24;  R.  McCullough,  new  wooden, 
three  horses,  Bainbridge  street,  near  Dale  street, 
Ward  21;  P.  T.  Davis,  new  woodep,  three  horses, 
Union  square  (Allston)  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  N.  B.  Doggett,  to  be  allowed  additional 
compensation  for  land  taken  on  Essex  street  (ex- 
tended). 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  George  M.  Reed 
et  al.,  for  a  cross  walk  on  Adams  street  at  North 
corner  of  Park  street;  American  Bell  Telephone 
Company,  lor  leave  to  erect  poles  for  telephone 
wires  on  Foundry  street,  South  Boston,  between 
West  Fourth  street  and  Dorchester  avenue;  Na- 
hura  M.  Morrison  et  al.,  that  Gardner  street, 
Ward  23,  be  put  in  order;  Franklin  Curtis  et  al., 
for  a  flagstone  crossing  on  Warren  street  from 
Copeland  street  to  Rockland  street;  John  B. 
Walker  et  al.,  against  allow  ing  the  erection  of  tel- 
egraph or  telephone  poles  in  Burroughs  street, 
Jamaica  Plain. 

Sarah  A.  Smith,  for  edgestones  at  23  Warren 
avenue. 

C.  Wallburg  pnd  A.  A.  Sherry,  for  brick  side- 
walk at  52  and  54  Dale  street. 

J.  T.  Reardon,  for  leave  to  place  a  hitching  post 
at  his  estate  on  Everett  street,  Ward  25. 

Boylston  National  Bank,  for  edgestones  and 
brick  sidewalks  at  corner  of  Gloucester  and  New- 
bury streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Bernard 
Kerrigan,  to  be  allowed  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  in  city's  employ;  Catherine  Mur- 
phy, to  be  heard  in  relation  to  the  death  of  her 
son,  who  was  killed  by  a  steam  fire  engine  in 
North  Bennett  street. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions,  etc.,  to  be  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  Sep- 
tember.   Placed  on  tile. 

Report  (no  action  is  necessary)  on  petition  of 
Stephen  W.  Harvey  to  erect  a  wooden  building  at 
128  Border  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Reports  of  Committee  on  Survey,  etc.,  of  Build- 
ings, in  favor  of  the  issue  of  permits  for  wooden 
buildings  to 

Quirin  &  Co.,  Longwood  avenue. 

New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company, 
Commonwealth  Flats. 

Joseph  F.  Paul,  334-374  Albany  street. 

Butchers'  Slaughtering  and  Melting  Associa- 
tion, rear  of  Market  street. 

H.  Barker  &  Co.,  North  Beacon  street. 

William  B.  Blakemore,  Park  street,  near  Pelton 
street. 

N.  H.  Burgess,  779  East  Fifth  street. 


Orders  severally  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  referring  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Soci- 
ety of  Natural  History,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to 
their  grounds,  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
250th  Anniversary  of  Settlement  of  Boston.  Con- 
curred. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Water  that  the  Boston 
Water  Board  were  justified  in  furnishing  water  to 
the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company.  Accepted 
in  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  all  employes  of  the  city  be  al- 
lowed time  to  vote  at  the  November  and  Decem- 
ber elections.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Finance  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  having  an  expert  to  examine 
the  accounts  of  any  and  all  departments  monthly. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  an  application  to  the 
Legislature  for  amendment  of  the  law  relating  to 
steam  engines,  etc.,  so  that  no  person  be  placed 
in  charge  of  a  steam  boiler  who  is  not  qualified. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  (no  further  action  needed)  on  order  to 
print  a  supplement  to  election  laws.  Accepted, 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  purchase  of  George  O.  Fillebrown  and 
William  H.  Thayer,  estate  No.  39  on  Clay  street 
(2158  feet)  for  §1100.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  report 
a  list  of  all  public  lands  and  buildings  belonging 
to  the  city  suitable  to  be  sold  which  belonged  to 
the  city  Jan.  1,  1880— the  assessed  value  thereof  in 
1879  and  in  1880— and  the  prices  obtained  therefor 
when  sold— to  report  in  print  at  expense  of  ap- 
propriation for  Printing.  Passed  in  concurrence. 
The  South  Boston  Park. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,! 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  Common  Council,     > 

City  Hall,  Oct.  21,  1880.        ) 

The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  an  order  passed 
by  the  Common  Council,  yeas  57,  nays  12,  on  the 
7th  of  October,  1880.  (Here  follows' the  order  in 
City  Doc.  Ill,  to  borrow  $110,000  to  be  expended 
by  the  Park  Commissioners  for  a  public  park  at 
City  Point.)  Said  copy  is  transmitted  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  accordance  with  an  accom- 
panying order  passed  by  the  Common  Council 
Oct.  21,  1880,  and  marked  A. 

Attest.  W.  P.  Gregg, 

Clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 
(A.) 

Ordered.  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men a  certified  copy  of  the  order  passed  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  in  regard  to 
the  South  Boston  Park. 

Harvey  N.  Shepard. 

President. 

Alderman  Breck— I  move  that  communication 
and  the  accompanying  document  be  placed  on 
file. 

Alderman  Flynn— Before  that  matter  is  placed 
on  file,  I  would  like  to  ascertain  what  condition 
that  order  is  iD,  as  it  is  now  presented  before 
the  Board.  Here  is  a  copy  of  an  order  sent  to  us, 
without  the  original  paper,  and  I  would  like  an 
explanation  from  the  Chair  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  order  before  placing  it  on  file. 

The  Chairman  —  The  Chair  understands  it  is 
merely  a  communication  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. They  do  not  ask  us  to  concur,  and  the  only 
disposition  that  can  be  made  of  the  communica- 
tion is  to  place  it  upon  file,  or  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table  for  the  time  being. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  prefer  to  have  the  matter 
laid  upon  the  table,  rather  than  to  place  it  upon 
file.  The  order  may  be  amended  by  the  Common 
Council  at  the  next  meeting,  or  it  may  be  passed 
by  this  Board  and  sent  back.  Therefore  I  would 
ask  the  Alderman  to  change  his  motion  to  lay 
it  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Breck— I  do  not  object  to  laying  it 
upon  the  table.  Still  I  think  it  is  just  as  wen  to 
place  it  upon  file.  But  if  the  Alderman  desires  to 
have  it  laid  upon  the  table,  I  will  so  change  my 
motion. 

The  communication  and  order  weie  laid  upon 
the  table. 

constables. 

The  bonds  of  D.  J.  Gorman  and  others,  consta- 
bles, being  received  duly  certified,  were  approved 
by  the  Board. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Clerk  giving  notice  that  the  following  constables, 
not  connected  with  official  positions,  nave  not  yet 
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filed  their  bonds:  Wiiliam  K.  Jones,  Joshua  Y. 
Kendall. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  would  ask,  for  informa- 
tion, if  there  is  any  limit  of  time  within  which 
constables  are  required  to  file  their  bonds  ? 

Alderman  Flynn— I  understand  from  the  City 
Clerk  there  is  no  limit  to  the  time  in  which 
they  can  file  their  bonds.  But  these  par- 
ties were  appointed  at  least  three  or 
four  weeks  ago,  and  have  had  ample  time 
since  their  appointment  to  file  their  bonds,  and 
have  neglected  to  do  so.  It  is  for  this  Board  to 
determine  whether  their  appointments  shall  be 
revoked  or  not.  If  the  matter  is  referred  to  the 
Special  Committee  on  Constables,  they  will  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  the  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on 
Constables. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  accepting  the  seventy-fourth 
location  of  tracks  granted  by  this  Board  on  Oct. 
18, 1880.    Placed  on  file. 

ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

The  report  of  the  Park  Commissioners  in  regard 
to  the  purchase  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum  for 
public  park  purposes  (published  in  the  Council 
proceedings  of  last  week)  was  presented  and  sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  trom 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Minors'  applications  granted— four  newsboys. 
Accepted. 

THE  REMOVAL  OF  ENGINE  NO.   12. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  a  petition  of  George 
F.  Seaver  and  others  for  the  restoration  of  Steam 
Fire  Engine  No.  12  to  its  old  location,  Dudley 
street,  corner  of  Wiuslow  street,  where  it  was  for 
nearly  sixty  years. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  197  signatures  to  that 
petition  represent  over  a  million  dollars.  They 
feel  very  much  aggrieved  to  think  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners have  taken  this  engine  from  the  place 
where  it  has  been  so  long  a  time,  and  desire  that 
the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department,  with  the  request  to  give  them  a  pub- 
lic hearing.    They  feel  that  they  are  entitled  to  it. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker,  the  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  with  a  request  to  give  the  par- 
ties a  hearing.    Sent  down. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  damages  oc- 
casioned by  laving  out  streets  as  follows:  Heirs 
of  Thomas  G'ately,  $850,  extension  of  Geneva 
avenue,  from  Columbia  street,  and  via  Marston 
avenue,  to  Warren  street,  at  Grove  Hall;  George 
Z.  Adams,  $1900,  for  same.    Severally  passed. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Catou  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing petition  of  Commercial  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine 
-on  North  Beacon  street,  "Ward  20.    Accepted. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows:  J.  H.  Haines, 
Tear  Townsend  street;  E.  G.  Pond,  on  F  and  Dove 
streets,  Ward  14;  P.  Murray,  second  street,  near  K 
street  (for  twelve  horses);  Mary  Jane  Burnett, 
Curtis  street,  corner  Pope  street,  Ward  1.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next  on 
the  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Pearl 
street,  Dorchester.    Passed. 

Orders  to  build  sewers,  in  Childs  street,  West 
Roxbury,  between  Lee  and  South  streets;  in  East 
Fifth  street,  between  N  and  O  streets.    Passed. 

TREES   TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board:  ; 


Report  that  the  Superintendent  of  Common, 
etc.,  be  authorized  to  remove  one  tree  from 
Dorchester  avenue,  opposite  Victoria  street,  and 
three  trees  from  P  street,  between  First  and 
Second  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Charles  E.  Binney,  for  removal  of  a  tree  on  pas- 
sage way  from  Concord  street  to  Rutland  street, 
said  tree  being  on  public  property.    Accepted. 

CITY  SEAL. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
General  Court  at  its  nepct  session  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  prohibiting  the  use  of  the  city  seal  for 
any  purpose  not  connected  with  the  business  of 
the  city,  and  also  the  counterfeiting  of  any  badges 
or  insignia  designed  for  the  use  of  city  officers. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall: 

Report  that  G.  C.  Van  Benthuysen  et  al.  have 
leave  to  use  said  hall  on  Oct.  30  for  a  political 
meeting. 

WARD  ROOM  FOR  WARD  20. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Report  and  order,  That  the  ward  room  for 
Ward  20  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  located  until  other- 
wise ordered  in  the  guard  room  of  Police  Station 
House  9,  Dudley  street.  Order  passed.  Sent 
down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order  granting  permission  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  one  tele- 
graph pole  on  Boylston  street,  near  the  corner  of 
Arlington  street,  and  one  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
near  the  corner  of  Fuller  street,  according  to 
plan  dated  Oct.  18,  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  in- 
structed to  appear  before  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  on  Tuesday,  the  26th  day  of  Octo- 
ber instant,  and  object  in  behalf  of  this  Board  to 
the  granting  of  routes  through,  over  or  upon  any 
of  the  streets  of  this  city  to  the  Cambridge  and 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  the  Boston  & 
Brookline  Railroad  Company,  the  Boston  &  Dor- 
chester Cailroad  Company,  or  the  Charlestown  & 
Milton  Railroad  Company.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Nov. 
15,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  to  construct  a  turnout  300  feet 
long  on  Hancock  street,  Ward  24.    Order  passed. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  move  wooden 
buildings  by  John  Cavanagh  &  Son.    Accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Hugh  McLaughlin  to  project  a  step  from  208  En- 
dicott  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  iu  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  Peter 
Fay  et  al.,  for  cross  walk  on  Cabot  street,  at  Dal- 
las place;  N.  Weston  et  al.,  for  crossing  on  Dor- 
chester avenue,  at  King  street;  Thomas  Restieaux 
et  al.,  for  flagging  crossing  across  Sumner  street, 
at  Stoughtoii  street,  Dorchester.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Telegraph  Locations. 

City  of  Boston,        ) 
In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  25, 1880.  ( 

Ordered— That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
American  Rapid  Telegraph  Company  to  erect 
poles  in  the  streets  of  this  city,  as  follows,  viz.: 
Ten  poles  on  Albany  street,  between  Hampden 
and  Dearborn  streets;  three  poles  on  Dearborn 
street,  between  Albany  and  Zeigler  streets;  six 
poles  on  Zeigler  street,  between  Dearborn  street 
and  Harrison  avenue:  two  poles  on  Harrison  ave- 
nue, between  Zeigler  and  Dudley  streets;  four 
poles  on  Dudley  street,  between  Harrison  avenue 
and  Washington  street,  and  three  poles  on 
Washington  street,  between  Dudley  and  Bartlett 
streets;  said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said  streets  in 
the  positions  designated  by  red  dots  on  plans 
drawn  by  Charles  Morton,  surveyor,  dated  Oct. 
23,  1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets. 

Said  company  is  also  authorized  to  place  its 
wires,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  number,  upon  the 
poles  of  the  Mutual  Union  Telegraph  Company  on 
South,  Lehigh  and  Albany  streets,  and  for  that 
purpose  to  occupy  the  second  and  third  cross- 
bars from  the  top  on  said  poles;  the  compensa- 
tion to  be  paid  by  said  American  Rapid  Telegraph 
Company  to  the  Mutual  Union  Telegraph   Com- 
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pany  for  said  use  and  occupation  of  its  poles,  if 
not  agreed  upon  by  said  companies,  to  t>2  deter- 
mined in  the  way  provided  by  law. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  said 
American  Rapid  Telegraph  Company  shall  first 
give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  satisfac- 
tory to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving  harmless  said 
city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs 
or  expenses  for  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  erecting  or  maintaining  of 
said  poles  on  said  streets.  Also  upon  condition 
that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not 
less  than  twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
that  said  poles  shall  be  Kept  well  painted  and  in 
good  condition  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  and  that  the  name  of  said 
company  shall  be  distinctly  painted  on  the  cross- 
bars used  and  occupied  by  said  company  on  said 
poles  and  upon  the  cross-bars  occupied  by  said 
company  on  the  poles  of  the  Mutual  Union  Tele- 
graph Company. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
allow  the  Fire  Department  of  this  city  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  top  cross-bar  and  upper  por- 
tion i>f  each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires 
thereon,  without  expense  to  the  city.  Also  upon 
condition  that  said  company  shall  agree  not  to 
remove  the  poles  located  by  this  order  without 
permission  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall 
agree  to  remove  said  poles  when  ordered  so  to 
do  by  said  Board. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

City  of  Boston,        1 
Ik  Board  op  Aldermen,  Oct.  25,  1880. ) 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Mu- 
tual Union  Telegraph  Company  to  erect  poles  in 
the  streets  of  the  city  as  follows,  viz.:  Seven  poles 
on  Lincoln  street,  between  Summer  and  Beach 
streets;  two  poles  on  Beach  street,  between  Lin- 
coln and  South  streets;  ten  poles  on  South  street, 
between  Beach  and  Lehigh  streets;  five  poles  on 
Lehigh  street,  between  South  and  Albany  streets; 
thirty-nine  poles  on  Albany  street,  between  Le- 
high and  Hampden  streets;  seventeen  poles  on 
Hampden  street,  between  Albany  and  Dudley 
streets;  two  poles  on  Dudley  street,  between 
Hampden  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty-one  poles  on  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
between  Hampden  street  and  the  dividing  line 
between  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Mil- 
ton; said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said  streets  in  the 
pesitions  designated  by  red  dots  on  plans  drawn 
by  Clarence  A.  Perkins,  surveyor,  dated  Oct.  11, 
1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  said 
Mutual  Union  TelegraDh  Company  shall  first  give 
to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory 
to  the  City  Solicitor,  to  save  harmless  said  city 
against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs,  or 
expenses,  for  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of,  the  erecting  or  maintaining  of 
said  poles  on  said  streets.  Also  upon  condition 
that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not 
less  than  twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
that  said  poles  shall  be  kept  well  painted  and  in 
good  condition  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superin- 


tendent of  Streets,  and  that  the  name  of  said 
company  shall  be  distinctly  painted  on  the  cross- 
bars used  and  occupied  by  said  company  on  said 
poles. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
allow  the  Fire  Department  of  this  city  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  top  cross-bar  and  upper  por- 
tion of  each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires 
thereon,  without  expense  to  the  city. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  Mutual  Union 
Telegraph  Company  shall  allow  the  American 
Rapid  Telegraph  Company  to  place  its  wires  on 
the  poles  located  by  this  order  on  South,  Lehigh 
and  Albany  streets,  and  for  that  purpose  to  occu- 
py the  second  and  third  cross-bars  from  the  top 
on  said  poles,  for  such  compensation  as  may  be 
mutually  agreed  upon  by  said  companies,  or  de- 
termined by  law. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  Mutual  Union 
Telegraph  Company  shall  agree  not  to  remove  the 
poles  located  by  this  order  without  permission  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall  agree  to  remove 
said  poles  when  so  directed  by  said  Board. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Union  Freight  Railway. 

City  of  Boston,        ) 
In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  25, 1880.  I 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Union  Freight  Railroad  Company  to  lay  an  addi- 
tional track  on  Commercial  street,  between  At- 
lantic avenue  and  Charter  streets,  and  to  change 
the  position  of  its  present  track  on  said  street,  so 
that  when  laid  the  centre  line  of  said  tracks  shall 
conform  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  centre  line  of 
said  street. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  the 
whole  work  of  laying  down  said  tracks,  and  the 
form  of  rail  used,  shall  be  under  the  direction  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall  be 
approved  by  them;  also  upon  condition  that  the 
space  occupied  by  said  tra'cks,  including  the  space 
between  the  double  tracks,  shall  be  paved  with 
small  granite  blocks,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

TELEPHONE  despatch  company. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  order  to  allow  the  Telephone 
Despatch  Companj  to  locate  telegraph  poles  in 
South,  Beach,  Albany,  Dover  and  other  streets 
therein  mentiuned. 

Alderman  Flynn— A  I  said  last  Monday,  I  do 
not  rise  to  oppose  this  order,  but  merely  to  in- 
form the  Board  that  no  other  company's  wires 
can  be  placed  upon  these  poles.  The  Telephone 
Company  will  have  the  exclusive  right  to  use  the 
poles  on  that  street,  and  no  other  company's 
wires  can  be  placed  upon  them. 

Alderman  Slade— Except  the  Fire  Department. 
There  is  no  objection  to  them. 

Alderman  Flynn— Yes,  but  no  other  telegraph 
wires.  * 

The  order  was  passed. 

Adjourned,  on'motion  of  Alderman  Viles. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    -28,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey 
N.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDEKJDES. 

Petitions,  etc.,  were  referred  in  concurrence 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Parks  of  the  report 
of  the  Park  Commissioners  on  the  proposed  arbo- 
retum at  West  Roxbury.  (City  Doc.  No.  US,  1880.) 
Concurred. 

Report  and  order  locating  the  wardroom  of 
"Ward  20  in  the  guard  room  of  Police  Station 
House  Xo.  9.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  petition  for  an  act  prohibiting  the  use 
of  the  city  seal  for  other  than  city  purposes,  and 
the  counterfeiting  of  badges  or  insignia  of  city 
officers.    Passed  fn  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  A.  Bolan  $300  for  services 
as  Superintendent  of  Charles  River  Bridge,  from 
June  28  to  Sept.  9,  18S0.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved  fund  to 
the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Build- 
ings, of  §27,000.  Passed  in  concurrence — yeas  53, 
nays  0.  Subsequently,  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  moved 
a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

NEW  HIGH  AND   LATIN  SCHOOL. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee that  the  walls  of  the  new  English  High 
and  Latin  School  building  be  tinted.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.    Sent  up. 

PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  H.  81.  Bartlett  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Pope  street, 
nearly  opposite  Chaucerstreet,  Ward  1.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings.   Sent  up. 

INCREASE  OF  POLICE  FORCE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The^Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  re- 
quested to  report  amendments  to  the  Police  Ordi- 
nance increasing  the  number  of  patrolmen  by 
adding  ten  men  and  fixing  the  number  of  patrol 
sergeants  at  53,  an  increase  of  16,  respectfully 
submit  the  accompanying  draft. 

For  the  Committee, 

William  H.  Whitmore. 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  An  Ordinance  in  Relation  to  the  Police 

Department. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  the  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Police  Department,  passed  July  31, 
1878,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  word 
"two"  in  the  twenty-first  line,  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  word  "three."  Said  section  is 
also  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "eleven" 
in  the  twenty-seventh  line  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  words  "twenty-one." 

The  oraioance  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  move  to  suspend  the  rule,  in 
order  that  the  ordinance  may  be  considered  at 
this  time,  because  by  accident,  after  the  com- 
mittee had  passed  upon  it  and  directed  me  to 
present  this  report,  tue  matter  was  delayed  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees  alnijst  three 
weeks.  I  believe  it  is  well  understood.  The 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  presented  a  re- 
quest lor  one  extra  day  sergeant  at  each  precinct 
and  an  addition  of  thirty-five  men  t»  the  force. 
was  to  frame  the  ordinance  in  a  proper  manner, 
lice,  and  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
That  was  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Po- 
The  niaUer  was  considered  by  the  committee 
and  their  report  was  favorably  acted  upon  by  the 
Council;  and  our  duty  was  merely  ministerial  in 
putting  the  ordinance  in  proper  frame.  As  the 
delay  was  by  accident,  and  as  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners very  strongly  urge  the  adoption  of  the 
ordinance,  I  hope,  if  there  is  no  objection,  that 
the  Council  will  pass  it  at  the  present  time,  for 
which  purpose  I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Wneeler  of  Ward  10— I  think  I  was  absent 
from  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
at  which  this  matter  was  considered,  and  I  would 
Pike  to  ask  the  gentleman  who  submitted  it  if  it 
conforms  to  the  recommendations  made  by  the 
police  Commissioners  in  their  annual  report. 


Mr.  Whitmore — That  question  should  be  more 
properly  put  to  the  Committee  on  Police.  But,  as 
I  recollect  it,  this  is  a  compromise.  It  does  not 
give  the  police  authorities  all  they  asked  for  in 
their  report.  They  asked  for  thirty  or  forty  addi- 
tional patrolmen,  and  the  Committee  on"  Police 
recommended  ten.  There  has  been  no  change  in 
principle  whatever,  but  the  Police  Committee 
did  n't  go  quite  so  far  in  their  recommendations 
as  the  Commissioners  asked  in  their  report;  at 
least  that  is  my  recollection  of  the  report  made 
by  that  committee.  It  was  merely  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  to  frame  an  ordinance 
in  accordance  with  a  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Police  which  had  been  accepted  by  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  would  like  to  add,  that  within  a 
couple  of  weeks,  since  this  matter  of  incendiary 
fires  has  come  before  the  public,  I  have  met  the 
chairman  of  the  Police  Commissioners  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  some  information,  and  he 
stated  that  additional  force  was  required,  for  the 
reason  that  effcrts  were  being  made  to  investi- 
gate these  incendiary  fires.  All  will  admit  that 
the  stopping  of  the  "setting  of  fires  is  quite  an 
important  subject,  and  if  there  is  no  occasion  for 
haste  it  might  be  as  well  to  let  it  lie  over  for  a 
week,  in  order  to  confer  with  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners. I  know  that  the  chairman  of  the  Police- 
Commissioners  stated  that  he  would  like  to  con- 
fer with  me  on  the  subject,  and  said  he  would  do 
so,  but  he  has  not  yet  done  so.  That  is  the  only 
reason  why  I  arose  to  ask  the  question. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1 — As  I  understand  it,  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  is  in  ex- 
act accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Police 
Commissioners  in  their  annual  report.  They 
asked  that  one  day  sergeant  be  appointed  for 
each  division,  and  I  understand  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  have  reported  to  that  effect.  In 
regard  to  the  number  of  patrolmen,  the  commis- 
sioners did  want  thirty-five  additional  men,  but 
the  Committee  on  Police  thought  it  would  be  un- 
wise at  this  time  to  ask  for  that  number,  on  ac- 
count of  the  extra  appropriation  that  would  have 
to  be  made  to  pay  for  them.  In 
consultation  with  the  chairman  of  the 
board,  he  looked  the  appropriation  over,  and 
said  they  could  pay  for  ten  more  men, 
without  an  addititional  appropriation  this 
year.  So  that  is  all  they  ask  for  at  this  time.  He 
said  if  we  would  give  them  -ten  more  men  this 
year,  they  would  pay  for  them  with  the  present 
appropriation,  and  next  year  they  will  provide 
for  a  larger  force  and  an  additional  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  if  the  Committee  on 
Police  have  in  any  way  considered  the  subject  of 
these  incendiary  "fires  since  it  has  been  before 
the  public. 

Mr.  Hancock — No,  sir.  The  Committee  on  Po- 
lice recommended  this  matter  some  time  ago, 
and  it  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  ever  since. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  will  add  but  one  word.  Of 
course  the  Council  will  see  that  we  had  better  do 
what  the  Police  Commissioners  ask,  and  what  the 
Committee  on  Police  have  recommended.  But  I 
wish  to  say  that  the  delay  in  the  present  matter 
was  because  the  Police  Commissioners  thought 
they  might  want  to  have  the  matter  recommitted. 
They  spoke  to  me  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  ago, 
and  asked  me  to  delay  the  report,  as 
they  wauted  to  speak  to  me  about  it.  But 
they  have  not  done  so.  Having  held  back  the 
report  because  they  wanted  to  change  it,  ormight 
want  to  do  so,  and  having  failed  to  follow  it  up,  I 
feel  that  it  is  fair  to  presume  they  have  changed 
their  minds.  As  we  have  given  them  one  extra 
day  sergeant  for  each  station— there  having  been 
only  two  heretofore,  and  this  will  make  the  offices 
ruoi'e  comfortable — it  seems  to  me  we  might  as 
well  do  what  has  been  recommended  in  addition 
to  that.  As  everybody  understands  the  matter, 
and  as  the  report  had  been  delayed  two  or  three 
weeks,  I  thought  we  might  as  well  suspend  the 
rule  and  act  upon  the  subject  tonight,  if  the 
Council  desire  to. 

Mr.  Hancock — I  would  state  that  in  consulta- 
tion with  a  majority  of  the  Police  Commissioners 
yesterday  they  appeared  to  be  desirous  that  this 
ordinance  should  be  reported  and  passed. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  ordinance  was 
passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 
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CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
tbe  Joint  Committee  on  Claims,  of  leave  to  with- 
draw on  tbe  petition  of  Agnes  Syines  to  be  paid 
for  personal  injuries  received  on  tbe  corner  of 
Oak  arid  Albany  streets.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

REGULATION     OF     TELEGRAPH    A>"D     TELEPHONE 
WIRES   AND   FIXTURES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  be  instructed  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session,  for  any 
necessary  changes  in.  the  law  in  regard  to  tele- 
graph and  telephone  wires  and  fixtures. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  the  ques- 
tion was  upon  passage, 

Mr.  VVhitniore — 1  think  no  motion  should  be 
made  without  some  explanation,  and  the  expla- 
nation, as  the  Council  probably  knows,  is  that 
last  year  we  petitioned  for  authority  to  regulate 
telegraph  and  telephone  wires  and  fixtures,  and 
an  act  was  passed.  But  in  endeavoring  to  frame 
an  ordinance  under  that  act,  every  lawyer  on  the 
committee  agreed  that  the  bill  was  defective,  and 
that  U  was  impossible  to  frame  a  satisfactory 
ordinance.  Although  we  did  report  an  ordinance 
and  it  was  passed  in  this  branch,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  I  am  not 
disposed  to  quarrel  with  them  about  it.  The  law 
has  been  so  badly  drawn  that  it  seems  desirable 
to  petition  for  a  new  one,  and  let1  the  City  Solici- 
tor irame  one  and  present  it  to  the  Legislature, 
and  when  we  get  it  passed  we  can  frame  au  ordi- 
nance which  we  hope  will  enable  us  to  abate  the 
nuisance  which  is  now  caused  by  the  telegraph 
and  telephone  wires. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  tVard  21— This  offers  a  good  occa- 
sion to  remark  that  the  method  of  this  City  Coun- 
cil in  authorizing  petitions  to  the  Legislature  has 
been  somewhat  loose  heretofore.  This  order 
seems  to  be  in  compliance  with  that  precedent. 
The  Mayor  has  a  right  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  anything,  and  so  has  any  other  citizen. 
Of  course  a  petition  coming  from  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  would  have  more  weight  than 
one  coming  from  a  private  citizen.  Bui  what  is 
the  use  of  our  passing  a  blank  order  of  that  kind  ? 
It  is  simply  requesting  him.  in  an  indefinite  way, 
to  petition  for  legislation.  That  he  has  the  right 
to  petition  for  individually  as  a  citizen.  So  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  1  shall  not  vote  against  the  order 
in  that  form;  but  so  far  as  my  understanding  is 
conce&ned,  I  need  to  be  enlightened.  I  would  ask 
the  gentlanjan  what  the  particular  point  is,  and 
if  there  is  any  special  demand  for  legislation,  I 
wish  to  know  what  it  is. 

Mr.  Whitniore— I  regret  to  state  that  I  could 
not  exactly  catch  the  argument  of  the  gentleman, 
his  voice  not  being  sufficienth  loud  to  reach  me. 
I  understand  he  objects  to  this  order  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  not  definite  enough.  If  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  gentleman  to  state  what  it  desires,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  have  it  do  so.  But  the  custom 
has  been  to  present  a  petition  by  the  Mayor  and 
let  a  bill  be  drafted  by  the  City  Solicitor,  and 
then  it  is  reported  back  in  print  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil by  the  Commifee  on  Legislative  Matters.  The 
rules  adopted  two  years  ago  oblige  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters  to  make  such  a  report.  I 
suppose  tbe  gentleman  is  also  aware  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  has  adopted  a  rule  that  every 
one  who  desires  anew  bill  shall  present  a  draft  of 
it.  nut,  however  loose  and  indefinite  our  system 
seems  to  be,  it  is  perfectly  well  understood. 
There  will  be  a  bill  presented.  We  have  hereto- 
fore found  it  advantageous  to  let  the  petition  be 
as  broad  as  possible,  and  then  let  the  Legislative 
Committee  present  such  a  bill  as  in  their  opinion 
the  City  Council  desire.  If  the  petition  is  not 
broad  enough,  when  it  is  found  that  the  bill  is 
not  acceptable,  it  is  often  too  late  to  put  in  a 
petition.  For  that  reason  I  understand  the  prac- 
tice has  been  to  make  the  petition  broad,  and  let 
the  Legislative  Committee  and  the  City  Solicitor 
present  such  a  bill  as  is  wanted.  I  think  it  is  a 
practice  which  has  a  great  deal  to  recommend  it. 
It  is  a  practice  which  has  prevailed  for  some  time. 
If  the  gentleman  desires  to  inaugurate 
a  new  system  at  the  present  time.  I 
have  nothing  to  say  of  the  advantages 
of  it.  But  I  think  this  order  is  strictly 
in  accordance  with  our  rules.  I  think  the  object 
to  be  attained  is  desirable.  We  were  over- 
whelmed with  requests  to  pass  such  an  ordinance 
last  year  regulating  the  telegraph  and  telephone 
wires,  and  tound  we  could  not  do  so.  We  went 
to  the  Legislature  for  an  act,  but  when  it  came  to 
us  it  was  found  to   be    defective.    Now  we  want 


the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  to  amend 
the  statute.  Without  going  into  technicalities,  I 
may  say  it  would  be  almostimpossible  to  frame  a 
bill"  at  the  present  time.  It  has  been  a  general 
custom  to  put  in  the;-e  orders  along  in  the  fall, 
and  then  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the  next 
City  Council,  in  connection  with  the  City  Soli- 
citor, drafts  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  do  not  wish  to  oppose  the  order  of 
the  gentleman  in  general,  or  very  strenuously  in 
particular,  and  therefore  my  remarks  wouldnot 
look  towards  introducing  a  new  system.  But  we 
have  often  passed  orders  here  requesting  the 
Mayor  to  petition  for  such  legislation  as  would 
enable  the  City  Council  to  do  particular  things, 
and  ttien  I  think  we  voted  intelligently.  Then  I 
think  that  when  a  petition  goes  up  to  the  Legis- 
lature as  a  petition  of  the  City  Government  of 
Boston,  it  carries  some  weight  with  it.  If  the 
petition  to  be  presented  is  to  be  a  general  one,  or 
there  is  to  be  a  suggestion  that  appropriate  legis- 
lation be  passed  in  respect  to  telegraph 
and  telephone  wires,  that  is  one  thing. 
But  if  this  order  is  simply  to  enable  the 
Mayor  to  send  a  request  for  some  special  legisla- 
tion which  he  or  his  advisers  think  judicieus, 
and  then  have  it  appear  that  the  whole  City 
Council  of  Boston  had  voted  to  authorize  it,  it 
would  not  be  in  strict  accordance  with  what  I 
think  would  be  right,  and  an  intelligent  way  of 
doing  business,  tf  we  request  him  to  petition" for 
anything,  we  ought  to  know  what  he  is  going  to 
petitionfor  before  we  request  him.  That  is  all  I 
intended.  That  is  not  introoncing  a  new  system. 
W  hen  we  request  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  anything,  I  think  we  should  know  why 
we  do  it,  and  should  understand  that  we  are 
ready,  as  the  representatives  of  the  city,  to  sus- 
tain and  advocate.  Instances  are  not  very  rare 
where  there  has  been  a  wide  difference  of  opinion 
in  City  Hall  here  as  to  measures  recommended  or 
petitioned  for,  and  where  representatives  of  tbe 
City  Government  have  gone  up  and  opposed  what 
was  petitioned  for  by  request  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. So  I  think  there  should  be  a  fair  understand- 
ing about  it  before  the  petition  is  sent  up. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

TAX  TITLES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Claims  be 
directed  to  ascertain  and  report  as  speedily  as 
possible  the  probable  responsibilities  of  the  city 
tor  sales  of  tax  titles,  under  the  late  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  believe  this  matter  would 
properly  come  before  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
I  suppose  the  whole  community  has  been  sur- 
prised and  a  little  frightened,  to 'learn  of  the  re- 
cent decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  pronouncing 
the  law  passed  in  1878  to  be  unconstitutional,  and 
to  find  on  inquiry  that  the  city  is  liable  for  quite 
large  sums,  which  it  must  refund  on  sales  that 
have  been  made  of  tax  titles,  as  they  are  com- 
monly called.  Upon  inquiry,  I  find  that  no- 
body seems  to  know  how  much  these  claims  will 
amount  to,  and  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  the  Board  of  Assessors 
and  the  Collector,  for  example,  as  to  the  amount. 
I  understand  also,  today,  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Assessors  has  notified  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  that  he  can  no  longer  under- 
take to  look  up  these  questions,  because 
he  thinks  the  claims  will  be  so  numerous.  For 
that  reason, — as  it  seems  likely  they  will  amount 
to  several  hundred  thousand"  dollars, — it  seems 
to  me  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  know  what  the 
amount  will  probably  be,  if  it  will  be  anything. 
We  have  had  the  benefit  of  the  money  in  years 
past  which  we  will  have  to  refund,  but  if  we  have 
got  to  raise  it  by  taxation  next  year,  or  if  it  will 
have  to  be  raised  by  a  loan,  it  ii  a  matter  which 
we  should  know,  as  it  may  have  an  effect  upon  a 
great  many  schemes.  I  know  of  no  way  of  ascer- 
taining the  fact  except  by  requesting  the  proper 
committee  to  investigate  and  report.  After  con- 
sultation with  one  or  two  members,  it  has  seemed 
to  me  that  the  Committee  on  Claims  would  be  the 
proper  committee  to  make  the  inquiry  and  give 
us  the  information. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  do  not  rise  to  opDose  the 
order,  but  to  state  that  thejamount  involved  will 
be  much  less  than  the  gentleman  has  stated.  I 
learn  on  pretty  good  authority  that  the  amount 
will  not  exceed  525,000,  or  very  near  that. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  happy  "to  hear  that  state- 
ment, but  certain  officials  have  told  me  that  the 
sum  will  be  much  larger.    Last   year,  when   the 
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subject  was  talked  over  by  the  Comini:tee  on  Or- 
dinances, at  a  time  when  "there  was  a  confidential 
communication  made  to  them,  one  of  the  officials 
saiu  he  was  afraid  it  might  amount  to  over  half  a 
million  dollars.  With  this  wide  difference  in  the 
statements,  I  think  we  ought  to  have  the  informa- 
tion. I  hope  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  will 
be  true,  but  I  think  some  authoritative  statement 
should  be  made  by  some  committee. 
The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

VOTING   RETURNS. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order — That 
the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  cause  the  Com- 
mon Council  chamber  and  the  ante-rooms  con- 
nected with  the  same  to  'ie  opened  on  the  even- 
ings of  the  elections  in  November  and  December 
of  the  present  year,  for  the  reception  of  voting 
returns,  for  the  information  of  members  of  the 
City  Government. 

Passed. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Lost. 

PUBLIC      PARKS. 

South  Boston   Park. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order  that  the 
Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  is  hereby  directed 
to  transmit  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  concur- 
rence the  first  order  printed  in  City  Document 
111,  1880,  being  an  order  relating  to  a  public  park 
at  City  Point,  South  Boston,  which  was  passed  by 
this  Council  at  a  meeting  held  on  Oct.  7,  1880. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Though  I  had  no  consultation 
with  the  gentleman  who  offers  that  order,  yet  I 
think  the  object  a  desirable  one.  But  I  still  think 
that  as  a  matter  of  fair  play  we  ought  to 
consider  the  special  assignment  for  eight  o'clock. 
I  therefore  call  for  the  special  assignment,  which 
1  believe  is  now  overdue.  As  we  all  know  the  two 
matters  are  closely  connected,  I  think  the  special 
assignment  ought  to  be  considered  first. 
West  Roxlmry  Park. 

The  Council  took  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz. :  Motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  was 
rejected  the  order  for  a  loan  of  §800,000  for  the 
purchase  of  land  for  the  West  Roxbury  Park 
(City  Doc.  No.  111). 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— [  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  matter  be  postponed  until 
the  next  meeting.  I  do  this  for  the  reason  that 
everybody  sees  there  is  a  slim  attendance.  We 
all  know  that  the  election  is  so  near  and  it  is  al- 
most impossible  for  anybody  to  come  here,  and 
we  are  not  in  a  condition  to  consider  it.  For 
these  reasons  I  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail, because  we  were  asked  at  the  last  meeting 
to  put  it  over  until  this  meeting.  The  gentleman 
who  made  that  motion  was  the  same  one  who  of- 
fered this  one,  and  if  he  had  been  honest  in  his 
desire  he  would  have  then  moved  to  lay  it  over 
for  a  fortnight.  Now,  sir,  we  were  told  thatif 
we  would  put  it  off  until  this  meeting,  there  were 
special  reasons  why  it  should  be  put  over 
for  another  week.  I  want  those  in  favor  of 
the  other  order  to  remember  this:  That  we 
have  attempted  to  cure  the  defect  in  our 
former  action  and  secure  the  benefit  of  it,  but  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  has  refused,  under  the  in- 
struction of  the  City  Clerk,  to  take  the  same 
view.  The  result  is  that  this  order  in  regard  to 
the  South  Boston  Park  must  remain  here  until  a 
majority  of  this  body  are  ready  to  take  up  and 
consider  the  order  in  regard  to  the  West  Roxbury 
Park.  They  have  a  majority,  and  the  power  to 
keep  that  matter  here  until  the  last  meeting  of 
the  year.  If  we  allow  these  postponements  for 
the  reasons  that  they  have  n't  got  forty-eight 
votes  in  favor  of  the  West  Roxbury  Park,  and  if 
it  is  considered  that  every  postponement  is  an  at- 
tempt to  kill  the  South  Boston  Park  order,  I  want 
gentlemen  to  understand  that  every  time  we  allow 
such  a  postponement  we  contribute  to  the  killing 
of  the  South  Boston  Park  order.  I  want  the 
Council  to  understand  that  this  action  is  virtually 
nullifying  one  of  our  best  settled  rules,  and  by 
which  we  do  not  get  the  benefit  of  our  action  up- 
on a  well-considered  subject,  upon  which 
a  reconsideration  has  been  refused,  and 
by  which  our  action  thereon  is  final.  Gen- 
tlemen will  remember  that  two  weeks  ago  we 
passed  an  order  in  relation  to  the  South  Boston 
Park,  and  refused  a  reconsideration.  Now,  sir, 
by  an  unfortunate  circumstance,  the  majority  of 
tins  Council  have  virtually  killed  that  project  in 
a  parliamentary  manner.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  was  the  object  of  our  rules,  and  that 


we  are  not  doing  justice  to  a  project  uporn  which 
we  have  favorably  passed.  Thirty-seven  members 
are  a  majority  of  this  body,  and  a  majority  of 
that  majority"  could  continue  to  meet  here  and 
nullify  the  action  which  fifty-seven  members  of 
this  Council  adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote.  I  do 
not  believe  that  was  the  intention  of  our  rules, 
and  in  common  sense  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
majority  ought  to  be  called  upon  to  submit  to  any 
such  action."  It  seems  to  me  that  a  fair  and  dig- 
nified and  manly  way  foi  the  members  of  this 
Council  who  have" favored  the  West  Roxnury  Park 
to  do  is  to  acknowledge  that  they  are  not  likely  to 
get  the  necessary  forty-eight  votes, and  as  the  other 
project  has  received  fifty  -  seven  votes  to  al- 
low it  to  go  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
where  it  will  be  passed.  It  seems  to  me 
that  in  rejecting  these  continuous  postpone- 
ments we  have  right  and  common  sense 
on  our  side.  But  unfortunately,  under  our  rules, 
the  express  intent  of  fifty-seven  members  is  in- 
definitely defeated,  and  it  can  be  indefinitely  con- 
tinued, and  in  that  way,  and  m  no  other  way,  the 
reversal  of  that  vote  can  lie  had.  It  seems  to  me 
we  ought  not  to  allow  the  South  Boston  project  to 
continue  in  that  condition.  We  have  passed  it, 
and  it  is  only  by  a.  dexterous  use  of  the  rule  that 
we  are  prevented  from  having  the  effect  of  our 
vote.  Unless  the  gentleman  can  give  some  better 
reason  why  the  matter  should  be  postponed  I 
hope  it  will  not  be,  and  when  the  vote  is  taken  on 
the  question  I  move  that  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  am  in  favor  of  postpon- 
ing the  consideration  of  this  question,  buat  I 
think  the  time  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  is  not  sufficient.  I  "shall  move  to  amend 
by  specially  assigning  it  to  the  first  meeting  in 
December.  The  Council  will  remember  that  on 
the  27th  of  last  May  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17 
offered  an  order  that  the  Committee  on  Parks  be 
requested  to  consider  and  report  on  defraying 
the  cost  of  laying  out  parks  by  levying  an  assess- 
ment upon  the  horse-railroad  companies  which 
will  have  locations  to  the  parks,  and  which  will 
be  benefited  thereby.  That  order  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Parks.  It  is  a  matter  which 
struck  all  of  us  at  the  time  as  a  very  interesting 
subject,  and  a  very  important  one,  in  view  of  the 
matters  that  were  likely  to  come  up,  that  were 
then  pending  before  the  Committee  on  Parks, 
or  had  been  reported  upon  by  that  committee. 
That  order  came  before  the  Committee  on  Parks 
just  before  the  summer  vacation,  when  all  com- 
mittees are  lax  about  doing  anything,  and  when 
it  is  impossible  to  attend  to  any  business  except 
what  must  be  done  at  once.  The  committee  have 
given  the  subject  consideration  at  two  meetings, 
at  one  of  which  I  was  not  present,  and  at  another 
at  which  I  think  there  was  not  a  full  attendance 
of  the  members,  but  at  which  I  was  present,  and 
a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  question  as  to  how  practicable  was  the  object 
sought  to  be  accomplished  by  that  order,  and  how 
it  could  be  brought  about  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances of  the  charters  of  the  railroads,  etc. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  the  Committee  on  r'arks  have 
not  yet  found  an  opportunity  to  report  upon  that 
order.  It  had  been  so  long  since  it  was  before  us, 
that  I  had  not  been  bearing  it  in  mind.  But  dur 
ing  the  past  week  it  has  been  called  to  my  atten- 
tion, and  it  will  be  seen  at  once  that  it  has  a  very 
important  bearing  upon  this  question.  There  are 
several  gentlemen  in  this  chamber,  as  well  as  my- 
self, who  would  like  to  have  that  matter  reported 
upon  by  the  Park  Committee  before  we  take  final 
action  on  the  second  order  in  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  before  any  actimn  is 
taken  in  the  other  branch  on  either  of  the  orders, 
I  have,  therefore,  suggested  a  longer  time  in  order 
that  the  committee  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
hear  certain  parties  who  have  been  unable  to  be 
heard,  and  from  whom  they  expect  to  obtain  cer- 
tain information.  If  we  agree  to  a  postponement 
for  two  or  three  weeks,  or  for  time  enough  for  the 
committee  to  have  a  hearing  and  ascertain  what 
can  be  done,  and  frame  their  recommendations 
in  regard  to  the  order,  and  bring  in  their  recom- 
mendations, I  think  it  will  be  a  very  desir- 
able thing  to  do.  I  am  aware  that  the"  gentle- 
man from  "South  Boston"  who  has  just  spoken 
will  say  that  we  urged  a  shorter  p„stponement  be- 
fore, and  that  this  seems  to  be  a  part  of  the  tac- 
tics to  keep  the  matter  oft,  etc.  I  do  not  know 
what  his  imagination  may  lead  him  to  say,  but  I 
make  this  suggestion  in  good  faith,  and  without 
reference  to  the  vote  on  the  order  which  we 
passed  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  which  the  gen- 
tleman I  have  just  referred  to,  and  several  others, 
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are  so  solicitous  about.  That  order  will  be  taken 
care  of  in  cli.e  time.  I  have  no  objection  to  its 
being  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  any  par- 
liamentary manner,  but  I  am  interested  in  not 
having  a  nnal  vote  taken  on  this  second  order — 
the  most  important  one  of  the  year — until  all  the 
members  of  this  branch  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  into  the  subjects  relating  to  it.  As 
this  matter  has  been  held  back,  and  as  new  cir- 
cumstances are  brought  forward  for  action,  I 
hope  sufficient  time  will  be  allowed  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks  to  prepare  and  present  their  re- 
port upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  Whitinore— The  gentleman  undertook  to 
anticipate  my  remarks  and  to  say  how  much  my 
imagination  would  lead  me  to  say.  I  can  only  say 
that  in  his  case  a  guilty  conscience  seemed  to 
forestall  anything  1  could  imagine,  and  that  I 
could  not  anticipate  anything  which  he  1ms  im- 
agined. It  was  a  good  enough  motion  when  he 
asked  you  to  put  it  off  a  week;  but  now  he  asks 
you  to  put  it  off  another  week.  If  he  was  going 
to  ask  us  to  put  it  off  until  the  Legislature  will 
allow  us  to  tax  the  horse  railroads  for  the  loca- 
tions to  the  parks,  he  might  as  well  have  said, 
Wait  until  we  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  Wood- 
ward defalcation.  But  the  gentleman  need  not 
have  given  any  reasons  for  postponement.  If  he 
has  the  necessary  votes,  all  he  has  got  to  do  is  to 
say  so,  and  if  he  has  not,  then,  of  course,  he  does 
not  want  to  come  to  a  vote  on  the  question. 
It  is  perfectly  right  and  proper  for  any  gentle- 
man to  move  a  postponement  of  any  matter.  But 
certainly  the  gentleman  gave  no  substantial  rea- 
sons for  postponement.  But,  gentlemen,  this 
matter  comes  back  to  where  it  was  before.  He 
asks  for  a  postponement  of  this  important  matter 
until  it  is  time  to  vote  upon  it.  It  has  been  vot- 
ed upon.  We  had  a  meeting  that  was  almost  full. 
A  gentleman  from  Ward  23  was  obliged  to  go 
away  before  the  vote  was  taken,  and  one  member 
was  absent  for  family  reasons,  and  both  of  these 
gentlemen  were  in  favor  of  the  scheme.  But 
there  were  seventy  members  in  their  places,  one 
of  them  being  in  the  chair.  As  we  all  know, 
there  were  forty-three  members  voting  in  favor 
of  it,  and  that  is  the  top  mark  it  will  reach  this 
year.  It  is  not  that  they  must  take  time  to  con- 
sider this  subject.  I  claim  that  it  has  been  fully 
considered.  Seventy  members  were  here  and  six- 
ty-nine were  voting,  and  the  sentiments  of  those 
members  were  known.  Since  then  I  have  seen  no 
indication  that  the  necessary  number  intended  to 
change  in  favor  of  the  project.  The  reason  I 
now  propose  to  oppose  these  protracted 
delays  is  that  we  are  doing  injustice 
to  another  project  which  we  deliberately 
considered,  passed  by  a  large  majority,  and  re- 
fused to  reconsider.  Now,  I  should  rather  that 
the  gentleman  would  come  out  and  move  to  make 
it  the  last  meeting  in  the  yean.  Gentlemen,  must 
we  be  drummed  up  evening  after  evening  to  vote 
against  this  measure  ?  If  the  gentleman  desires 
to  have  one  more  vote,  the  later  the  meeting  will 
be  the  better.  If  he  would  move  to  postpone  it 
until  the  last  meeting  in  the  year,  and  we  could 
take  a  square  vote  on  it,  and  the  Council  should 
wish  to  put  it  off  until  then,  I  should  not  object. 
But  we  know  that  is  fatal  to  the  South  Boston 
Park,  though  it  is  done  under  the  sanction  of  our 
rules,  and  nobody  will  feel  bad  about  it.  There- 
fore, I  hope  the  gentleman  will  give  us  time  to 
consider  not  only  the  horse  railroads,  but  every- 
thing else.  It  will  be  just  as  effective  at  the  last 
meeting  in  the  year  as  at  the  first  meeting  in  De- 
cember. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  am  opposed  to  this 
motion  to  assign,  first,  because  my  friend  from 
Ward  23,  who  has  urged  this,  when  I  asked  to 
have  it  postponed  for  two  weeks,  expecting  to  be 
absent  from  the  next  meeting,  and  for  the  reason 
that  it  was  about  the  first  meeting  after  our  vaca- 
tion, and  the  Council  was  not  liable  to  be  fully 
attended,  said  that  he  would  agree  to  my  propo- 
sition provided  that  it  should  be  considered  and 
disposed  of  at  that  time,  and  he  urged  very  forci- 
bly that  it  was  a  very  important  matter,  and  ex- 
ceedingly important  that  we  should  decide  it  at 
once  without  delay.  Now,  we  have  always  had  a 
great  deal  of  confidence  in  his  judgment,  and  1 
am  willing  to  abide  by  his  statemeut  now.  Fur- 
thermore, at  that  same  meeting  the  genileman 
from  Ward  21  said  delay  was  dangerous,  and 
urged  the  great  importance  of  early  action  uoon 
it.  Now  he  has  very  skilfully  suggested  some  rea- 
son for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  endeavored 
to  delay  it.  I  think  it  is  rather  too  transpar- 
ent    to      say     any      more      upon       the      sub- 


ject. For  these  reasons,  having  confidence 
in  the  judgment  of  these  two  parties, 
and  as  I  have  said  they  having  urged  its  great 
importance  at  the  time — the  Council  will  remem- 
ber distinctly  how  much  they  urged  it — 1  fail  to 
see,  for  the  very  apparent  reason  which  has  been 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  of  Ward  12,  why 
they  should  be  so  inconsistent  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  have  been  waiting  to 
hear  some  reason  for  postponing  action  on  this 
question,  and  I  have  heard  two  reasons  which 
were  entirely  independent  and  quite  different, 
both  of  which  seemed  to  me  insufficient.  The 
first  was  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4, 
who  said  there  was  a  slim  attendance.  I  think 
he  will  now  acknowledge  that  that  objection  is 
removed.  If  he  will  take  the  trouble  to 
look  around  the  room  he  will  see  that  we 
have  an  unusually  large  attendance,  and  with 
the  gentlemen  in  the  ante-room  I  think  the 
Council  is  nearly  full.  I  think  that  will 
be  shown  when  the  yea  and  nay  vote  is 
taken  upon  this  subject.  So  much  for  the  objec- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4.  Anotber 
and  quite  novel  reason  has  been  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21,  that  the  Committee  on 
Parks  have  been  requested  to  consider  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  in  regard 
to  levying  a  contribution  upon  the  horse  rail- 
roads to  support  the  parks.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  tells  us  that  this  matter  came  before 
them  before  the  summer  vacation,  that  the  com- 
mittee held  a  meeting  at  which  they  considered 
it.  Now,  sir,  it  was  after  those  two  meetings  that 
they  made  a  report  to  this  Council  urging  the 
passage  of  these  two  orders.  It  was  after  that 
matter  had  been  before  the  Park  Committee  that 
thj3  gentleman  was  unwilling  that  we  should 
adjourn  while  we  were  having  the  Council  cham- 
ber painted,  and  he  insisted  that  we  should 
meet  in  the  room  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
because  it  was  important  that  we  should  take  im- 
mediate action  upon  thisimportantquestion.  Now, 
sir,  I  think  that  if  the  Committee  on  Parks  were 
to  urge  the  importance  of  considering  this  matter 
they  ought  to  have  done  it  sooner.  If  this  was  to 
be  considered  before  the  West  Roxbury  Park 
matter  was  acted  upon,  what  did  they  mean  by 
bringing  it  before  us  and  urging  us  to  pass  it, 
without  spying  anything  about  the  horse  rail- 
road? I  say  this  reason  comes  too  late.  It  would 
have  been  a  good  reason  had  it  come  in  time.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  anything  in  it,  but  it  would 
have  been  worth  looking  into  if  it  had  been  made 
at  the  proper  time.  Now,  sir,  they  have  had  that 
matter  before  them  and  chose  not  to  consult  this 
Council  about  it.  They  reported  this  order  and 
urged  its  speedy  passage.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
a  reason  for  further  postponement  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  I  hope,  unless  some  better  reason  is 
given  than  has  been  given  up  to  this  time,  that 
the  Council  will  refuse  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  shall  accept  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  21  to  postpone 
further  consideration  of  this  question  until  the 
time  he  has  specified,  for  the  reason  that  I  believe 
in  allowing  the  committee  who  has  charge  of 
this  matter  to  have  full  control  of  it  so  lone  as  it 
does  not  militate  against  any  particular  desire  of 
the  Council.  I  must  say  that  I  am  astonished  at 
my  friend  from  Ward  12,  who  is  such  a  skilful 
parliamentarian,  endeavoring  to  persuade  this 
CouucM  that  a  postponement  will  kill  the  South 
Boston  Park,  when  lie  says  that  all  that  is  neces- 
sary is  to  get  it  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  where 
it  will  be  passed.  As  astute  as  he  is,  why  don't 
fie  get  somebody  to  introduce  this  order  into  the 
Board  of  Aldermen?  Any  Alderman  can  offer  the 
order,  they  can  pass  it  and  send  it  up  here  and 
we  will  pass  it.  Gentlemen  wiH  see  how  flimsy 
tThat  argument  is  to  advance  to  intelligent  men. 
I  say  that  all  the  reasons  given  by  my  friend 
from  Ward  21  for  postponement  are  valid  and 
strong.  It  is  tone  this  matter  has  not  been  con- 
sidered before.  Why  ?  Because  they  believe 
and  I  believe  that  this  Council  would  pass  this 
order  as  it  stood,  knowing  the  exigency  to  obtain 
the  land  if  obtained  at  all.  Now  we  find  when  we 
cannot  pass  this  order,  there  are  mi  mbers  of  this 
body  who  are  in  favor  of  parks,  but  believe  they 
should  not  lie  paid  for  entirely  by  the  city.  Nego- 
tiations are  pending  with  the  lines  of  horse  rail- 
road, and  we  think— not  as  my  friend  from  Ward 
12  says,  that  we  will  have  to  wait  for  the  Legisla- 
ture—that  we  can  put,  a  condition  into  it  that 
they  shall  extend  this  sum  provided  they  can 
complete  negotiations  with  the  horse    rail  roads 
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for  this  location.  That  is  perfectly  legitimate 
for  the  Committee  on  Parks  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  do.  Meanwhile,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  is  so  anxious  to  rush  the  South  Boston 
Park  matter  through,  let  him  get  it  introduced 
into  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  sent  up  here  for 
our  action. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  stated  my  reason  so 
conspicuously  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
said  it  was  transparent.  I  hoped  everybody 
would  see  it.  I  knew  also  that  the  imagination  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  would  run  away 
with  him,  and  it  did.  It  always  does  when  he  is 
in  opposition  to  anything.  I  think,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  I  don't  need  to  say  anything  further  in 
regard  to  my  motive  for  offering  a  reason  for  the 
special  assignment.  I  did  acknowledge  that  X 
had  been  delinquent  as  a  member  of  the  Park 
Committee,  and  that  the  committee  had  not  been 
so  rapid  in  their  movements  as  they  ought  to 
have  been,  but  I  supposed  the  same  indulgence 
would  be  extended  to  us  as  is  extended  to  other 
committees.  We  are  all  bury  men,  we  take  up 
what  we  can,  attend  to  it,  and  leave  the  rest. 
The  Park  Committee  has  worked  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  One  word  more  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9,  who  stated  that  the  Park 
Committee  recommended  these  matters  to  the 
City  Council  after  the  horse-railroad  matter  was 
before  them.  He  is  in  error.  The  committee  re- 
ported these  orders  substantially  early  in  the 
year;  they  were  afterwards  recommitted  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  then  they  were  referred 
back  before  this  matter  of  street-railway  con- 
tributions came  before  them.  So  this  is  a  subse- 
quent matter.  The  reason  I  did  not  state  this  at 
the  last  meeting  was  because  it  did  not  occur  to 
me.  Nobody  had  called  my  attention  to  it;  but 
during  this  week  several  members  had  done  so. 
Members  have  said  that  they  should  like  to  know 
practically  what  could  be  done,  and  would  not 
wish  to  be  forced  to  a  vote  until  they  knew  what 
the  horse-railroad  companies  could  be  compelled 
to  contribute.  If  that  is  the  fact,  and  if  anyone 
or  two  or  four  or  five  gentlemen  have  good  reason 
tor  postponement,  X  thkik  we  should  grant.it.  As 
to  the  danger  of  our  doing  so  I  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  has  sufficiently  shown  the  simi- 
le in  the  suggestion  that  we  will  be  defeating  the 
City  Point  order.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  might  do  the  committee  a  justice  by 
admitting  that  they  brought  the  matter  along  as 
fast  as  they  could,  and  when  good  reasons  are 
presented  lor  postponement  they  have  agreed  to 
postpone.  I  have  not  consulted  with  the  other 
members  of  the  committee,  but  I  do  not  think 
they  will  do  anything  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
both  these  orders  by  the  present  City  Council.  I 
believe  it  is  time  to  take  those  lands  and  establish 
those  parks.  X  shall  not  undertake  any  line  of 
policy  to  prevent  it.  1  do  not  think  any  gentle- 
man would  but  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  and 
1  doubc  if  be  does.  Referring  to  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  said,  that  there  is  a  full  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  I  say  frankly  there  is  not  a  full 
meeting  tonight.  These  gentlemen  who  are  so  soli- 
citous about  bringing  this  matter  to  an  end  tonight 
know  very  well  that  two  or  three  gentlemen  who 
voted  for  this  order  are  absent,  and  are  very 
much  interested  to  vote  for  it  again.  That  is  a 
reason  why  they  object  to  postponement.  I  say 
it  frankly,  that  on  a  matter  of  this  magnitude, 
when  there  are  so  many  more  than  a  majority  in 
favor  of  it,  we  should  expect  valid  reasons 
against  postponing  it. 

Mr.  Swift— As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  has 
stated  that  I  probably  knew  that  some  members 
were  absent  who  voted  for  this  proposed  park,  I 
merely  wish  to  state  that  I  did  nut  know  it;  that 
I  do  not  know  it  now.  I  hope  he  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  admit  that  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  it. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25 — I  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Pratt— What  will  the  main  question  apply 
to? 

The  President— The  main  question  is  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Pratt— Does  that  cut  off  the  motion  to  spe- 
cially assign  ? 

The  President— The  previous  question  cuts  off 
the  motion  to  assign. 

Mr.  Pratt— Then  I  hope  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Perkins— 1  trust  the  Council  will  not  order 
the  previous  question.  I  think  it  is  hardly  a  fair 
proceeding,  but  that  we  should  have  the  matter 


fairly  decided.    I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
not  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Since  this  motion  has  been 
made,  I  hope  it  will  be  put  and  that  we  shall  have 
a  test  vote.  It  is  the  shortest  way  of  getting  at 
it.  If  the  previous  question  is  carried,  it  will  be 
understood  that  the  reconsideration  will  be  voted 
down.  Therefore,  we  might  as  well  understand  it 
now  as  at  any  other  time.  In  case  we  take  this 
vote  now,  I  ask  that  it  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and,  when  it  is  taken,  we  shall  know  just  where 
members  of  the  Council  stand  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  hope  this  previous 
question  will  be  voted  for.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  member  of  this  Council  will  set  up  the  plea 
of  ignorance  on  this  question  tonight.  If  they  do 
it  is  not  a  true  one.  Every  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil has  been  canvassed  and  every  one  knows  how 
he  is  going  to  vote.  It  is  pretty  easy  to  know 
how  we  shall  vote,  and  we  might  as  well  know  it 
tonight  as  at  any  other  time.  I  hope  gentlemen 
who  are  trying  to  prevent  this  will  put  their 
names  upon  record,  as  it  appears  to  me  that  they 
mean  to  kill  the  South  Boston  Park.  No  matter 
what  they  say  to  the  contrary,  it  looks  so  to  an 
outsider,  and  to  ajnan  who  has  been  all  through 
it  and  knows  all  ab"out  it. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  hope  the  main  question 
will  not  prevail.  But  I  am  amused  at  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18,  who  op- 
poses both  of  these  orders,  and  now  seems  to  be 
afraid  that  the  South  Boston  order  will  be 
killed. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  believe  in  fairness,  and 
when  I  am  beaten  I  know  it  and  give  up. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  will  give  way  for  the  gentleman 
to  proceed  if  he  desires  to  explain.  It  seems  very 
remarkable  when  an  opponent  of  a  measure  be- 
fore it  is  passed  becomes  in  favor  of  it  after  it  is 
passed.  I  give  way  to  the  gentleman  for  his  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  Hart— I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  South  Bos- 
ton Park.  As  the  matter  lies  here,  and  if  it  could 
be  kept  here,  I  would  certainly  have  been  willing 
to  kill  both  the  South  Boston  and  the  West  Rox- 
bury  Park  orders.  But  I  believe  that  when  fitty- 
seven  men  vote  for  an  object,  they  should  stand 
up  and  sustain  it.  Now  those  fifty-6even  men  are 
trying  to  vote  down  what  they  voted  for,  and  we 
will  see  whether  they  mean  it  or  not. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  17—1  should  like  to  in- 
form the  gentleman  from  Ward  18  that  the  differ- 
ence between  a  man  and  a  mule  is  that  a  man 
changes  his  mind  sometimes  and  a  mule  never 
does.  I  hope  the  previous  question  will  not  pre- 
vail, for  the  reason  that  while  geutlemen  want 
to  discuss  this  question,  I  want  to  hear  it 
discussed.  I  am  not  very  much  of  a  talker, 
but  I  am  a  very  good  listener,  and  if 
there  is  anything  to  be  learned  in  regard 
to  this  matter  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  discuss  it.  There  is  an- 
other reason  why  I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  not  prevail,  and  the  motion  for  the  special 
assignment  be  adopted.  A  great  many  men  oppose 
the  orders  because  they  are  afraid  of  their  con- 
stituents. Now,  sir,  it  may  turn  out  in  the  next 
two  or  three  weeks  that  their  constituents  do  not 
want  the  South  Boston  Park  if  the  other  one  is 
lost.  I  hope  everybody  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  look  into  this  matter.  I  haven't  had  time  to 
look  this  matter  up  as  much  as  I  would  like  to, 
and  I  want  to  hear  it  further  discussed. 

Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19—1  wish  also  to  deny 
the  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18.  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  South  Boston  Park,  and  when  he 
gets  up  here  and  says  every  person  voting  against 
the  previous  question  is  not  in  favor  of  the  South 
Boston  Park,  he  tells  that  which  is  not  true. 

Mr.  Hart— I  say  it  looks  so  to  an  outsider. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  want  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  18  who  says  that  every 
gentleman  who  votes  against  the  previous  ques- 
tion shows  a  desire  to  kill  the  South  Boston  Park, 
and  he  does  not  think  that  question  is  having  fair 
play.  On  the  other  hand,  I  think  there  is  a  dispo- 
sition to  kill  the  South  Boston  Park  by  hurrying 
it  through.  I  have  pointed  out  a  way  how  the 
South  Boston  Park  question  can  be  considered, 
and  how  and  why  it  should  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  the  West  Roxbury  Park,  Now  which 
question  is  having  fair  play,  the  West  Roxbury 
Park  or  the  South  Boston  Park? 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  rise  to  the  point  of  order  that 
the  ten  minutes  allowed  for  debate  have  elapsed. 

The  President— Not  according  to  the  Chair's 
reckoning  of  the  time. 
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Mr.    Whitmore— X   may   be   wrong.      Will    the 
Chair  state  how  long  a  time  is  allowed  now? 
The  President — One  minute. 
Mr.  Whitmore — Then  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
very  few  will  have  a  chance  to  speak. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  wish  to  state  that  I  voted 
against  both  orders,  but  if  the  committee  have 
any  projects  to  bring  forward  I  say  they  should 
have  a  fair  chance  to  do  so.  I  say  let  the  commit- 
tee have  fair  play.  In  advocating  the  special  as- 
signment I  have  no  desire  tokill  the  South  Boston 
Park.  I  was  as  much  in  favor  of  one  as  the  other, 
and  the  gentleman's  statement  that  all  who  favor 
the  special  assignment  are  endeavoring  to  kill 
the  South  Boston  Park  is  not  true. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5 — I  am  glad  the  members 
are  all  trying  to  make  a  clean  record  for  them- 
selves, and  they  all  seem  to  be  getting  along  nice- 
ly. I  hope  the  previous  question  will  not  be  car- 
ried. While  I  voted  sincerely  and  honestly 
agaii  st  the  West  Roxbury  Park,  I  am  ready  and 
want  to  hear  all  the  information  lean.  I  admit 
in  the  beginning  and  ending  that  parts  are  desi- 
rable. The  only  question  in  my  mind  is  the  great 
amount  of  money  asked  for,  the  present  status  of 
the  city's  finances  and  the  great  taxation.  That 
is  the  enly  question.  I  have  had  occasion  to  drive 
over  that'placfc  several  times  this  season,  and  will 
agree  with  any  one  that  it  is  all  that  can  be  wish- 
ed for  such  a  place. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  Coancil  refused  to  order  the  main  question 
— yeas  21,  nays  40: 

yeas  — Messrs.  Austin,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  Dudley,  Farweli,  Freeman, 
Ureenough,  Hagar,  Hart,  Hosley,  Lovell,  Murphy, 
Swift,  Tucker,  Viles,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Whitmore— 21. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Barry,  Blake- 
more,  Bowker,  Brown,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Coe,  Cronin, 
Denney,  Devine,  Devlin,  Donahoe,  Fislier,  Folan, 
Hancock,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Howard,  Kendricken, 
Lane,  Maguire,  McNamara,  Morrison,  Nason, 
O'Dowd,  Parkraan,  Perkins,  Plimpton,  Pratt, 
Pray,  Rogers,  H.  N.  Sawyer,  X.  Sawyer,  Sibley, 
Sweeney,  Si'.,  Walsh,  Ward,  Williams,  Wyman — 40. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Christal,  Dixon, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Fitzpacrick,  Lauten, 
McLaughlin,"  Sweeney,  Jr.,  Sweetser,  Taylor — 10. 

The  question  next  came  up  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  l'.ailey  as  amended  by  Mr.  Pratt,  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  specially 
assigued  to  the  first  meeting  in  December  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore-I  move  to  amend  by  assigning 
it  to  the  meeting  on  the  23d  of  December  for  the 
reasons  already  ^iven. 

Mr.  Pratt— It  will  of  course  be  understood  that 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  will  be  opposed  by  me.  My  only  reason 
for  opposing  it  formally  is* that  it  gives  me  an  op- 
portunity to  answer  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18. 
The  gen ileman  from  Ward  18  has  said,  with  all 
the  emphasis  of  a  man  who  does  not  usually  talk 
and  has  made  up  his  mind  that  it  is  time  to  talk, 
and  puts  in  to  it  a  great  deal  of  vigor — 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  is  not  discussing  the  question  why  it 
should  not  be  assigned  to  the  23d  of  December. 
In  point  of  fact,  he  stated  that  he  was  going  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  answer  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18.     I  feel  for  him. 

Mr.  Pratt— Then,  M-.  President,  if  I  show  that 
the  gentlemen  from  Ward  18  was  wrong  in  the 
reasons  he  presented,  then  1  shall  knock  the 
stuffing  out  of  all  the  reaso'ns  which  the  gentle- 
men have  presented  against  postponement. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  another  point  of  order, 
that  "stuffing"  is  not  a  parliamentary  word. 

The  President— Gentlemen  must  confine  them- 
selves to  t  iving  reasons  why  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  should   not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Pratt— 1  understand  that,  and  it  seems  to 
me  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  amendment  should 
hot  prevail  is  because  it  will  operate  to  kill  one 
of  these  orders  certainly,  and  probably  both  of 
them  for  this  year.  I  do  not  want  that  result 
brought  about.  I  rose  to  say  that  I  did  not,  and 
to  say  it  over  again,  although  I  had  said  it  several 
times,  and  was  entitled  to  be  believed  on  this 
floor.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18  has  said 
that  the  fifty-seven  members  who  voted  in  favor 
of  the  City  Point  order  are  doing  all  they  can  to 
kill  their  order.  That  is  not,  true,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  18  don't  believe  it  is  true,  and  he 
talks  it  here  simply  for  buncombe.  Now  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  is  proposing  an  amendment 
for  a  reason  as  frivolous    as    buncombe  when  he 


proposes  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  these 
orders  to  the  last  meeting  in  this  year,  and  he 
knows  that  all  the  Council — 

Mr.  Whitmore— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
correct  him  ?  I  did  n't  move  to  postpone  it  to  the 
last  meeting  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  do  not  yield  the  floor.  The  post- 
ponement of  this  question  to  the  first  meeting  in 
December  will  admit  of  sufficient  time  for  its  con- 
sideration here  and  in  the  chamber  below.  It 
will  result,  I  believe,  in  the  preparation  and  pres- 
entation of  certain  matters  here  which  should  be 
presented  and  understood  before  final  action  is 
taken.  Those  are  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for 
postponement  until  December.  This  would  ac- 
complish all  that  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  12 
and  18  desire,  and  do  it  in  a  more  manly  way  than 
by  stirring  up  some  South  Boston  man  to  the  be- 
lief that  the  West  Roxbury  men  are  not  playing 
fair  towards  the  South  Boston  men.  The  gentle- 
man knows  that  such  a  charge  is  untrue,  that  the 
six  Roxbury  wards  with  one  exception  voted  solid 
for  it  if  there  is  any  occasion  for  it, but  there  is  none. 
They  are  friends  of  the  South  Boston  Park,  and 
also" friends  of  the  West  Roxbury  Park,  and  they 
nropose  to  give  a  fair  consideration  to  the  West 
Roxbury  Park  order.  If  they  can  get  facts  to  in- 
form the  Council  and  can  p'ersuade  and  convince 
the  judgment  of  any  members  here  in  favor  of 
the  West  Roxbury  Park,  they  propose  to  do  it. 
They  propose  to  act  in  concert,  very  likely,  but 
they  have  not  had  any  caucus  about  it.  I  think 
the  members  in  favor  of  the  West  Roxbury  Park, 
and  also  of  the  South  Boston  Park,  will  be  quite 
as  likely  to  have  their  action  respected  as  if  they 
had  had  a  caucus  about  it,  and  they  will  take 
every  occasion  to  make  their  action  here  appear 
as  it  should  be.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  will  not  prevail,  and  that  we 
shall  postpone  it  to  the  first  meeting  in  Decem- 
ber. 

Mr.  Whitmore — There  have  been  so  many  per- 
sonalities indulged  in  this  evening  that  it  might 
not  be  necessary  to  object  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  putting  the  words  into  my  mouth  I  never 
said.  He  says  I  know  what  I  said  is  so  and  so, 
and  that  I  said  so  and  so.  I  don't  know  anything 
of  the  kind.  I  wish  I  knew  half  as  much  as  he 
thinks  he  knows.  I  presume  every  gentleman  is 
acting  under  a  sense  of  responsibility  in  this 
matter.  I  am  not  impugning  any  gentleman's 
motives  in  this  matter;  and  if  I  have  seemed  to 
do  so,  I  did  not  intend  it.  I  have  said,  and  re- 
peat it,  that  this  is  a  matter  of  parliamentary  tac- 
tics, and  though  it  is  hard  upon  a  majority,  after 
passing  an  order,  for  them  to  be  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  that  vote,  1  cannot  Drevent  it.  Now, 
sir,  I  did  not  intend  to  postpone  this  matter  to 
the  last  meeting  in  December.  I  looked  in  the 
calendar  which  is  furnished  us  at  the  city's  ex- 
pense and  found  that  the  23d  of  December 
is  the  last  meeting  but  one.  It  will  give  us  plenty 
of  time  to  consider  it.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  is  for  the  second  clay  of  the 
montu,  and  I  move  to  make  it  three  weeks  later. 
I  did  it  because  I  was  so  profoundly  impressed  by 
,  his  arguments  that  there  was  a  possibility  that 
the  railroad  companies  were  going  to  give"  a  mil- 
lion dollars  for  this  park,  and  probably  because 
the  Woodward  defalcation  was  going  to  be  noth- 
ing at  all,  and  probably  there  would  be  a  surplus 
to  the  city.    I  made  the   motion    to    postpone   in 

food  faith.  Every  argument  he  has  made  for  the 
d  of  December  will  be  equally  good  for  the  23d. 
1  am  not  particular  about  the  day,  and  only  wish 
that  we  make  an  agreement  and  "take  a  certain 
day,  so  that  the  members  on  his  side  may  come  up 
to  the  scratch  and  take  a  vote.  I  beg  pardon  of 
the  Chair  (or  using  an  unparliamentary  expres- 
sion, and  for  that  reason  I  will  withdraw  the 
amendment  if  the  gentleman  will  come  to  an 
agreement  that  they  will  come  to  a  vote  on  the 
2d  day  of  December,  if  there  is  no  objection  to 
fixing  the  final  vote ,on  that  day  and  it  will  sim- 
plify the  matter  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  only  rise  to  sympathize  with  my 
friend  from  Ward  12  in  the  good  feeling  he  has 
shown  to  members  of  this  Council  by  putting 
words  into  their  mouths  that  they  did  not  utter. 
For  one,  T propose  to  rise  and  say  that.  1  freely 
forgive  him  and  hope  every  other  member  will  do 
the  same. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Will  that  vote  be  taken  by  a 
standing  vote  ?  We  want  to  see  how  many  mem- 
bers will  acknowledge  that  I  have  put  words  Into 
their  mouths. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Whitmore  to  assign  to 
the  23d  of  December  was  lost. 
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The  motion  of  Mr.  Bailey  to  assign  to  the  first 
meeting  in  December  at  eight  o'clock  was  carried. 
Mr.  Pratt  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

The  South  Boston  Park. 

The  question  next  recurred  upon  the  order  of- 
ferred  by  Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9,  directing  the 
transmission  of  the  City  Point  Park  orders  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  that 
matter  has  already  been  postponed  to  the  first 
meeting  in  December  and  cannot  now  be  acted 
upon. 

The  President— Has  the  gentleman  anything 
to  suggest  before  the  Chair  rules  upon  it? 

Mr.  Kailey— The  order  which  the  gentleman 
specifies  is  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  One  part  has  been  acted  upon  and 
the  other  part  has  not  been  acted  upon,  and 
therefore' the  whole  has  been  postponed  to  a  cer- 
tain time,  and  undertaking  to  divide  the  report  is 
unparliamentary. 

The  President — The  Chair  must  rule  against 
the  point  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  and 
state  that  in  his  opinion  it  is  perfectly  competent 
for  the  Common  Council  to  order  its  Clerk  to 
transmit  the  order  for  the  concurrence  of  the 
other  branch. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Swift— My  reason  for  offering  this  order  is 
that  an  order  substantially  similar  was  passed 
at  the  last  meeting  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  with  the  excep- 
tion that  instead  of  directing  the  Clem  to 
transmit  the  order  we  had  passed  he  was  directed 
to  transmit  a  certified  copy.  The  technical  point 
was  taken  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  only  a 
certified  copy  was  before  them.  In  order  to 
remove  this  objection  I  have  introduced  the 
present  order.  This  simply  directs  the  Clerk 
to  transmit  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
their  concurrence  an  order  passed  by  this 
Council,  and  on  which  a  reconsideration  was 
refused.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessaiy  to  say 
anything  in  behalf  of  the  passage  of  thi*  order. 
The  similar  order  offered  at  the  last  meeting 
was  passed  by  a  majority  of  twelve,  and  I  see 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Council  is  not  now 
of  the  same  mind.  I  therefore  shall  not  discuss 
the  question,  but  submit  it  to  the  Council  for 
their  action. 

The  oider  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  Swift  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

THE  JOINT  RULES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That   Messrs. ,   with  such  as  the   Board  of 

Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  special  committee  to  ex- 
amine and  report  what  changes,  if  any,  are  neces- 
sary in  our  joint  rules,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
proper  transmission  of  papers  from  one  branch  to 
the  other. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  reason  for  offering  that  or- 
der is  that  this  whole  park  matter  has  shown  that 
our  rules  are  very  defective;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  having  them  properly  considered  I  move  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  special  committee,  so  that 
if  the  Aldermen  are  williDg  to  examine  into  it, 
they  may  do  so.  I  can  only  say  that  I 
have  studied  Cushing  for  the  last  two 
weeks,  and  have  tried  to  find  some- 
thing bearing  upon  it.  It  is  only  a  matter  cf 
common  practice,  the  custody  of  our  papers  and 
the  methods  of  transmission  from  one  branch  to 


the  other  having  never  been  considered.  I  think 
gentlemen  have  all  found  that  there  is  so  much 
trouble  in  regard  to  matters  of  form  that  it  is  de- 
sirable we  should  establish  some  rule  satisfactory 
to  both  branches.  I  think  this  is  a  proper  mat- 
ter for  the  committee  to  consider,  and  that  there 
can  be  no  objection  to  its  appointment. 

The  order  was  passed. 

The  President— Before  the  Chair  appoints  the 
committee  it  may  be  proper  for  him  to  state,  in 
order  to  remove  any  appearance  of  discourtesy 
toward  the  mover  of  the  order,  that  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Chair  the  committee  should  consist  of 
those  who  are  members  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Rules  and  Orders.  Therefore  he  hopes  it  will 
not  be  interpreted  as  any  discourtesy  to  the 
mover  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Without  intending  any  discour- 
tesy to  the  Chair,  I  think  that  if  it  had  been  the 
wish  of  the  Council  to  so  constitute  the  special 
committee  it  would  have  been  so  moved  and 
voted.  But  the  question  of  courtesy  had  better 
not  be  raised  between  the  Chair  and  a  member. 
The  Chair  has  the  right  to  appoint  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  President— It  is  within  the  power  of  the 
Council  to  name  the  members  of  the  committee. 
The  Chair  has  only  stated  that  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  special  committee  should  be  composed  of 
the  members  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Rules 
and  Orders. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Sibley  of  Ward 
5,  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2  and  Coe  of  Ward  23  on 
said  committee.    Sent  up. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department  be 
requested  to  ascertain  and  report  to  this  Council 
a  list  of  the  bondsmen  of  the  City  Treasurer,  to- 
gether with  the  amount  for  which  each  one  of 
them  is  surety. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  should  like  to  have  some  reason 
eiven  for  that  order.  I  don't  know  anything 
about  it. 

Mr.  Lauten— There  seems  to  be  considerably 
many  rumors  about  this  defalcation  of  Mr.  Wood- 
ward,the  late  cashier  in  the  Treasury  Department. 
A  great  many  people  are  anxious  to  know  who 
the  bondsmen  are,  and  what  is  their  financial 
standing.  I  should  like  to  know  for  one,  and  I 
presume  many  other  members  would. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  don't  know  that  there  is  any  ob- 
jection to  its  being  known.  Any  member  can 
inquire  at  the  Auditor's  office,  and  any  reporter 
can  ascertain  who  they  are. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  hope  that  order  will  not 
pass.  The  bondsmen  have  been  taken  and  ap- 
proved by  those  who  took  the  bonds.  It  might 
work  to  a  man's  injury  to  have  his  name  made 
public  in  such  a  connection.  Certainly  any  gen- 
tleman can  get  that  information,  but  the  public 
are  not  entitled  to  it  and  ought  not  to  have  it. 

Mr.  Lauten  —I  have  heard  it  rumored  that  the 
city  of  Boston  by  its  officers  was  not  very  anxious 
to  get  Mr.  Woodward.  In  order  to  allay  any  feel- 
ing on  the  subject  I  offered  that  order. 

Mr.  Hart— The  Committee  on  the  Treasury  are 
taking  all  the  action  that  is  necessary  in  regard 
to  the  case  of  Mr.  Woodward.  An  expert  is  ex- 
amining the  books,  and  only  a  very  slight  differ- 
ence has  been  discovered  from  the  amount  as 
first  stated.  I  think  the  less  said  about  it  now, 
the  better  public  excitement  will  be  allayed.  As 
soon  as  the  committee  get  through  with  their 
examination  they  will  report  to  the  City  Council, 

The  order  was  rejected. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of 
Ward  9. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    1,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
inau  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
October  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  first  ses- 
sion. 

HEARING. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  order  of  notice  on  the 
expediency  of  constructing  a  common  sewer  in 
Pearl  street,  Dorchester.  No  objections.  Recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Undertaker— John  Morris.    Confirmed. 
Election  Inspectors. 

Ward  9,  Precinct  3 — William  H.  Fox,  in  place  of 
John  F.  Long,  resigned. 

Ward  12,  Precinct  2— Michael  J.  Murphy,  in 
place  of  James  Collins,  resigned. 

Ward  12,  Precinct  4— Robert  W.  Sullivan,  in 
place  of  James  Siattery,  resigned. 

Ward  14,  Precinct  4 — William  J.  Ivers,  in  place 
of  P.  F.  McSolla,  resigned. 

Ward  23.  Precinct  3— Lawrence  T.  Kane,  in 
place  of  Edward  Noon,  not  qualified. 

Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  I.  Al.  Dunton  &•  Co.,  for  laud  damages 
at  2085-87  Washington  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Benjamin  Randall,  to  erecr. 
wooden  building  on  Chelsea  street,  near  Glendun 
street:  S.  Walter  Wales,  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Geneva  avenue,  Ward  24. 

t'o  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  W.  H.  Dearing  lor  leave'  to  project  a 
transparency  at  708  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Hoard.  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  for 
leave  to  remove  the  trees  standing  in  front  of 
their  estate  031  and  633  Alain  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  fire  Department. 
A.  D.  Williams  et  al.,  that  the  action  or  the  Fire 
Commissioners  in  locating  Engine  Company  No. 
12  at  corner  Dudley  street  and  Alt.  Pleasant  ave- 
nue, be  sustained. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Richard 
ftrogan,  for  damages  for  injury  to  his  carriage  by 
reason  of  alleged  obstructions  on  Beacon  street, 
July  16,  1879. 

To  the  Committee  on  health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Ham  &  Viles,  old  wooden,  one  additional 
horse,  20  and  22  Lynde  street,  Ward  7;  G.  W.  Hol- 
hs,  new  wooden,  six  cows  and  one  horse,  on  Mar- 
ket street,  Ward  25;  Alelvin  D.  Avers,  new  wooden, 
two  horses,  Burroughs  street,  Ward  23;  Henry  L. 
Batchelder,  new  wooden,  five  horses,  on  Columbia 
street,  Ward  24;  S.  Walter  Wales,  new  wooden, 
eighteen  horses,  Geneva  avenue,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Hiram  Clipp  et 
al.  for  street  lamps  on  Hamlet  street,  Ward  20. 

To  the  Committee  on  sewers.  Nelson  Curtis  for 
a  sewer  in  Walden  and  Heath  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Alary-  Murphy, 
for  grade  damages  at  b7  West  Fifth  street,  South 
Boston;  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  a 
steampipe  under  and  across  Avon  place;  W.  R. 
Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Ches- 
ter p. irk  ana  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  Ward  11, 
to  Rogers  avenue,  near  Bay  View  place,  Ward  22; 
R.  Al.  Otis  et  ai.,  that  the  cross  w«lk  at  corner 
of  Washington  and  Poplar  streets,  Ward  23,  may 
be  raised;  Albert  A.  Shedd  et  al.,  for  edgestones 
and  sidewalks  on  easterly  side  of  O  street  b3tween 
Fourth  street  and  Broadway;  Aletropolitan  Rail- 
road Company,  for  leave  to  lay  a  double  curved 
track  in  Dudley  street  nearly  opposite  Brook  ave- 
nue, and  to  erect  telephone  poles  in  Centre  and 
Quincy  streets,  Ward  24. 

Daniel  F.  Kane,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk at  83  Baxter  street;  John  S.  Lamprey,  for 
same  at  2  Wellington  street. 

Franklin  King,  for  edgestones  on  Bellevue 
street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estates 
of  John   Sexton,   150  Athens   street;  George  A. 


Avery.  246  Commonwealth  avenue;  John  N.  Bar- 
bour and  others,  trustees,  411  East  Seventh  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 

Notice  of  petition  of  J.  V.  Meigs,  J.  J.  AlcDav- 
itt  and  others  to  the  next  Legislature  for  a  char- 
ter for  an  elevated  railroad. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions,  etc.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Request  of  School  Committee  that  the  walls  of 
the  New  English  High  and  Latin  School  Building 
be  tinted.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  in  concurrence. 

Report  '-leave  to  withdraw"  on  petition  of 
Agues  Symes  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived in  the  highway.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Claims  to  report  on 
probable  extent  of  responsibility  of  the  city  for 
sales  of  certain  tax  titles,  under  recent  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court.    Passed  in  concurrence. 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders. 

Order  appointing  Alessrs.  Sibley,  Sweeney,  Sr., 
and  Coe,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  join,  a  committee  to  report  what  changes  in 
the  joint  rules  are  necessary  "in  regard  to  the 
proper  transmission  of  papers  from  one  branch 
to  the  other."  Passed  in  concurrence,  and  Alder- 
men Viles  and  Slaue,  members  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  and  Orders,  were  appointed  on 
said  committee. 
Regulation  of    Telegraph  and    telephone    Wires. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
"for  any  necessary  changes  in  the  law  in  regard 
to  telegraph  aud  "telephone  wires  and  fixtures." 
Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Sladj,  who  desired  to  inquire 
what  it  means. 

Increase  of  Police  Force. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  increase  the  police 
force  by  the  addition  of  ten  patrolmen  and  six- 
teen sergeants. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance in  concurrence. 

Alderman  Flynn—  I  was  in  hopes  the  Committee 
on  Police  would  have  recommended  a  larger  in- 
crease of  the  police  force.  We  in  South  Boston 
are  suffering  today,  and  have  been  for  a  number 
of  years,  for  a  sufficient  number  of  police  officers 
there.  We  ought  to  have  at  least  twenty  more 
men  in  South  Boston  to  look  after  the  interests 
of  the  citizens  there,  and  during  the  past  year  it 
has  been  a  great  source  of  annoyance  to  the  peo- 
ple there  on  account  of  the  insufficient  number 
of  police  officers,  particularly  at  City  Point.  If 
the  ordinance  can  be  amended  I  should  like  to 
have  it.  If  it  can  be  laid  over  for  a  week  I  do  not 
know  but  I  should  like  to  try  to  nave  the  number 
increased. 

Alderman  Viles— I  have  no  objection  to  the  or- 
dinance laying  over  a  week  if  the  Alderman 
wishes  to  look  into  the  subject.  The  Committee 
on  Police  had  the  Police  Commissioners  before 
them.  It  was  just  after  the  summer  vacation, 
and  they  stated  that  they  had  about  a  dozen  men 
who  had  just  been  released  from  duty  at,  the  bath- 
houses, which  would  make  quite  a  difference  in 
the  force.  After  looking  over  the  appropriation 
they  thought  they  could  pay  ten  more  men  with 
whit  money  they  had  at  the  present  time,  without 
Coming  to  the  City  Government  for  an  additional 
appropriation.  The  committee  agreed  with  them, 
and  this  ordinance  will  save  the  appropriation  of 
any  more  money  for  the  Police  Departmen  this 
year. 

On  motion  of   Alderman   Flynn   the  ordinance 
was  S|  ecially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 
City  Point  Pari:. 

Report  and  order  to  appropriate  §110,000  for 
purchase  of  City  Poiut  Park,  being  a  portion  of 
City  Doc.  111. 

Alderman  Slade— I  move  that  that  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  have  no  objection  to  having 
the  matter  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  present,  but 
I  hope  some  time  will  be  set,  or  moved  by  the  Al- 
derman, when  this  matter  can  he  considered.  If 
he  will  accept  an  amendment  to  the  motion,  or  at 
least  withdraw  that;  and  let  me  move  that  it  be 
specially  assigned  to  two  weeks  from  today,  I 
will  have  no  objection  to  having  it  laid  over  until 
then. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  feel  like  accepting 
that  amendment.  We  can  take  it  off  the  table 
whenever  we  see  fit. 

Alderman  Flynn— Would  an  amendment  be  in. 
order,  assigning  it  ? 
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The  Chairman — An  amendment  would  be  in 
order. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  move  that  the  matter  be 
assigned  to  two  weeks  from  today,  at  rive  o'clock. 

The  amendment  to  assign  was  declared  lost. 
Alderman  Flynn  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  tor 
the  yeas  and  nays.  The  ameudment  was  lost — 
yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Flynn,  O'Brien,  "Walbridge, 
Woolley—  4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Tireck,  Caldwell,  Caton,  Slade, 
Thorndike,  Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten— 8. 

Alderman  Slade's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
was  carried. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  the  following  ac- 
tion was  taken : 

Alderman  Slade— There  is  a  matter  lying  upon 
the  table  which,  for  the  sake  of  not  having  it 
printed,  I  would  ask  to  have  taken  from  the  table 
and  indefinitely  postponed.  I  refer  to  the  "No- 
tice from  the  Common  Council  that  that  branch 
passed,  Oct.  7,  an  order  to  borrow  $110,000  for 
purchase  of  City  Point  Park." 

The  paper  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Slade— I  move  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  lor  the  sake  of  getting  rid  of  it. 

The  motion  to  in <  efinitely  postpone  prevailed. 

PROPOSED    CONSTITUTIONAL    AMENDMENT. 

Alderman  Woolley  iu  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  an  order— That  his 
honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
General  Court,  at  its  next  session,  asking  that  the 
necessary  preliminary  measures  may  be  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  so  amending  article  3  of  the 
amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth, that  any  citizens  of  the  State,  otherwise 
qualified,  may  vote  without  the  previous  pay- 
ment of  any  poll  or  other  tax. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  thoughtthe  present  would 
be  a  very  laVoiable  opportunity  to  offer  an  order 
like  that.  We  now  can  see  the  abuse  of  our  poll- 
tax  system.  20,000  voters  of  Boston— more  than 
one-third  of  the  voters  of  the  city— will  go  up  to 
the  polls  tomorrow,  pledged  to  different  candi- 
dates who  have  agreed  to  pay  their  poll  taxes.  I 
do  not  ask  tor  the  consideration  of  the  order  to- 
night, but  am  willing  that  it  should  go  over  un- 
der the  rule.  I  think  the  present  is  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  agitate  the  matter. 

The  order  went  over  under  the  rule. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  fiscal  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Lands  (City  Docuiueut  121)  was  received  and 

sent  down. 
The  sales  of  land,  under  the  direction  of  the 

Committee  on  Public  Lands,  from  Jan.  1,  to  Sept. 

30,  1880,  have  been  as  follows: 

One  lot  of  land  on  Broadway,  containing 
3566  square  feet,  at  50  cents  per  foot #1,783.45 

One  lot,  on  West  Pembroke  street,  contain- 
ing 1628  square  feet,  at  81  30  per  foot 2,116.40 

One  lot  on  Newbury  street,  containing 
2128  square  feet,  at  #3  67V2  per  foot., 7,820,40 

One  let  on  Oliver  street,  contaiuing  492 
square  feet,  at  84.00  per  foot 1,968.00 

One  lot  on  High  street,  containing  1,072 
square  feet,  a'  #4. 75  per  foot 5,092  00 

One  lot  No  33  Wheeler  street,  containing 
1.188  square  feet,  with  wooden  building 
thereon  for 3,025.00 

One  lot  No.  38  Porter  street,  containing  639 
square  feet,  with  brick  building  thereon, 
for 3,00000 

One  lot  on  High  and  School  streets,  Charles- 
town,  containing  1711  square  feet,  at  #1.12 

perfoot 1,916.32 

Northampton-street  District. 

One  lot  on  Harrison  avenue  eontaining8730 
square  feet,  with  wooden  buildings  there- 
on, for 5,250.00 

One  lot  on  Harrison  avenue,  containing  6176 
square  feet,  with  wooden  buildings  there- 
on, for 4,000.00 

One  lot  of  land  on  Harrison  avenue,  contain- 
ing 8039  square  feet,  with  wooden  build- 
ings thereon,  for 5,500.00 

O  e  lot  on  Harrison  avenue,  containing 
13,333  square  feet,  with  brick  buildings 
thereon,  tor 15,500.00 

One  lot  on  Harrison  avenue,  containing 
14.610  square  feet,  with  brick  buildings 
thereon,  for 15,500.00 

One  lot  on  Harrison  avenue. containing  3238 
square  feet,  with  wooden  buildings  there- 
on, for 3,205.00 

One  lot ,  n  Randall  street,  containing  18,165 
square  feet,  at  38  cents  per  foot,  for 6,902.70 

One  lot  on  Randall  street,  containing  18,888 
square  feet,  at  35  cents  per  foot 6,610.80 

One  lot  on  Fellows  place,  containing  2160 
square  feet,  at35centsper  foot 7  56.00 


One  lot  on  Fellows  street,  containing  2639 
square  feet,  with  wooden  building  theron 
for 2,000.00 

Total 891,946.07 

Of  the  above  amount  there  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Superintendent,  in  cash, and 

paid  over  to  the  Collector #21,981.98 

And  there  have  been  taken  bonds  fr^m  the 
purchaser,  payable  in  eight  annual  instal- 
ments, with  interest  at  five  per  cent 69,946  09 

Total $91,946.07 

The  following  amounts  have  also  been  received 

by  the  Superintendent,  and  paid  over    to  the  Col- 
lector: 

For  rent  of  land  at  South  Boston #240.00 

For  rent  of  bouse  260  Highland  street 250.00 

For  rent  of  land  on  Albany  street 87.50 

For  rent  of  bouse  2903  Washington  street..  150.00 

For  rent  of  Swett-street  Hospital  wharf....  225.00 

For  rent  of  stable  on  Albany  street 116  18 

For  rent  of  land  on  East  Stoughton  street..  50.00 

For  rent  of  building  192  High  street 110.00 

For  rent   of   land   at   Rutherford   avenue, 

Charlestown 210.00 

For  rent  of  Great  Brewster  Island 100.00 

For  rent  of  land   and   building  on   Bristol 

street 749.97 

Forrentof  land  on  East  Dedham  street 60.00 

For  rent  of  house  and  pasture  at  the  Brigh- 
ton Poor  Farm 50  00 

For  rent  of  house  38  Porter  street 180.00 

For  rent  of  house  33  Wheeler  street 164.00 

For  amount  received  for  salt  hay  at  Sjuan- 

tum 15.00 

Total #2,747.65 

Expenditures. 
The  expenditures  charged    the   appropriation 

for   Public   Lands   from  Jan.  1   to   Sept.  30,   1880, 

have  been  as  follows: 

For  amount  paid  salary  of  the  Superintend- 
ent to  date #1,350.00 

For  amount  paid  insurance  of  building  on 
Bristol  street 75.00 

For  amount  paid  for  repairs  on  house  260 
Highland  street 49.77 

For  amount  paid  for  repairing  building  on 
Swett-street  wharf 74  30 

F"or  amount  paid  to  the  towns  of  Quincy, 
Hull,  Milton  and  to  the  city  of  Newton, 
for  land  belonging  to  the  city  of  Boston. ..  68.90 

For  amount  paid  for  overseeing  the  remov- 
al of  earth  from  banK  corner  of  Tremont 
and  Heath  streets 300.00 

For  amount  paid  for  blacksmith  work  per- 
formed and  lumber  used  at  the  Htath- 
street  bank 104.05 

For  amount  paid  for  the  repairing  of  fence 
upon  Park  and  Gibson  streets,  Dor- 
chester   91.63 

For  amount  paid  for  plans,  advertising  and 
commissions  '  of  sale  of  land  on  High, 
Oliver,  Pembroke,  Newbury,  Porter  and 
Wheeler  streets,  also  on  High  and  School 
streets.  Charlestown 275.77 

For  amount  paid  labor  performed  in  diaging 
trenches  at  the  Heath-street  bank 408.10 

For  imount  paid  expenses  of  tne  committee         H30.90 

For  amount  paid  carriage  hire 37.00 

For  amount  paid  for  stationery 12.11 

For  amount  paid  for  gravel  placed  on  public 
land  south  ot  Dover  street 87.15 

F'or  amount  paid  removing  snow  from  side- 
walks in  front  of  vacant  land  belonging  to 
the  city 22.47 

Total #3,247.15 

'  Expenditures  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 

Suffold-street  District: 

For  amount  paid  for  plans,  advertising  and 
commissions  for  the  sale  of  land  and 
buildings  on  Porter  and  Wheeler  streets..  ..  #163.33 

For  amount  paid  for  repairs  on  houses  38 
Porter  and  33  Wheeler  streets 65.65 

For  amount  paid  for  water  rates 30.00 

Total #258.98 

JNorthampton-street   District. 
The  expenditures  charged  to  the  appropriations 

for  the  Northampton-street  District  have  been  as 

follows: 

For  amount  paid  plans,  advertising,  posters, 
and  commissions  for  sale  of  land  and  build- 
ings on  Harrison  avenue  and  Fallows 
street #770.95 

For  amount  paid  water  rates 396.00 

For  amount,  paid  for  general  repairs  upon 
said  property 1,171.57 

For  amount  paid  the  filling  and  grading  of  a 
new  street  named  Randal  street,  leading 
from  Harrison  avenue  to  Fellows  street, 
as  per  order  of  the  City  Council  .  1,041.79 

Total #3,380  31 

The  following  amounts  have  been  received  by 
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the  Superintendent  and  paid  over  to  the  Collec- 
tor from  Jan.  1  to  Sept.  30,  1880. 

Forrents ,?3,150  85 

For  sale  of  old  building 20.00 

Total 83,170.85 

Salable  lands  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  Sept.  30,  1880: 

City  Proper. 

Land  on  Harrison  avenue,  containing. .  36,637  sq.  ft. 

"      Albanv  street                 "  28  904     " 

East  tfewton  street     "  50.080     " 

"         "      Stoushton  street"  46.092     " 

"         "     Dedham       "        "  15.157     " 

•'      Sprh.gtield  "        "  26,726     " 

'•         "     Chester  park        "  18,800     " 

Two  wharf  and  dock  lots           "  103,515     " 

One  lot  on  Bristol  street             "  20,547     " 

1  lot  on  Hunneman  street,  with  three 
wooden  buildings  thereon,  coniain- 

ing 7,417     " 

2  lots  on  Fellows  street,  containing 33,717     ' 

1  lot  on  Fellows  place,  "  3,185     " 

Total 425,235     " 

South  Boston. 
Between  First  and  Fourth  streets  and  K  and  O 
streets,  as  follows: 

40  lots  on  East  first  street,  containing.  150,500  sq.  ft. 

56    "             "      Second    "                 "  210.250     '■ 

34    "             "      Third       "                  "  125,059     " 

2    "            "      Broadway                "  7.839     " 

2    "            "      Fourth  street          "  12,500     " 

5  lots  on  M   street,  opposite  Indepen- 
dence square,  containing 31,250     " 

6  lots  on  N   street,  opposite  Indepen- 
dence square,  containing 31,250     " 

Total 568,648     " 

Boston  Highlands. 

1  lot  on  Tremont  and  Heath  streets, 
containing 370,260  sq.  ft. 

1  wharf  lot  on  Swett  street,  contain- 
ing        22,060     " 

1  lot  on  Cabot  street,  containing 6,250     " 

1  lot   on    Swett    street,  old  Hospital 

wharf,  containing '  112,070     " 

2  lots    on    Greenwood  and    Highland 

land  streets,  containing 239,490     " 

Total 750.130     " 

Dorchester. 

1  lot  on  Dorchester  avenue  and  Gibson 
street,  known  as  Gibson  School  Fund 

property,  containing 586,427  sq.  ft. 

2  lots  of  marsh  land  in  the  town  of 

Quincy.  containing 370,910  " 

1  wood  lot  ill  the  town  of  Milton,  con- 
taining   414.767  " 

5  lots  on  Ashmont  street,  containing..  57.160  " 

1  lot  on  Boston  street,  containing 2,000  " 

Total 1,431,264     " 

Vharlestown. 
Land  and  flats  in  the  rear  of  Harvard  Burying 
Ground,  and  northwest  of  Canal  street,  the  boun- 
dary lines  of  which  have  not  at  present  been  de- 
fined; but  the  Superintendent  had  the  assurance 
from  the  late  City  Solicitor  of  Charlestown,  in 
whose  charge  it  has  been,  and  from  the  counsel 
of  Mr.  Tufts,  that  a  final  settlement  would  no 
doubt,  be  made  by  the  1st  of  May,  1880;  but  they 
have  failed  to  fulfil  said  assurance. 

The  city  of  Charlestown  valued  said  property  in 
1873  at  $50,000. 

1  wharf  lot  on  Medford  street,  foot  of 
Elm  street,   at   present   used  by  the 

Paving  Department,  containing 28,840  sq.  ft. 

Brighton. 
A  lot  of  land  and  buildings  known   as  the  Poor 
House  Farm,  bounded   by    a    lane    leading   from 
Lake  street,  and  by   land    of    Malcom   Chandler, 
and  which  contains  about  fourteen  acres. 

One  lot  in  Newton  Centre,  bounded   by  Beacon 
street,  and  which  contains  about  four  acres. 
Kespectlully  submitted, 

R.  W.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Benjamin  Meriam  and  others, 
constables,  being  presented  duly  certified,  were 
approved  by  the  Board. 

BESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  CITY  OK  ST.  JOHN. 

The  resolutions  adopted  by  the  City  Council  of 
St.  John,  N.  B.,  upon  receipt  of  an  invitation  for 
the  mayor  of  that  city  to  attend  the  celebration 
of  the  250tb  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Bos- 
ton, and  which  were  presented  by  Mayor  Ray  to 
Mayor  Prince  at  the  reception  in  Faiieuil  Hall, 
Sept.  16,  were  received  and  read. 


The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board  ? 

On  motioD  of  Alderman  Viles,  the  resolutions 
were  accepted  and  ordered  placed  upon  file. 
Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

PLANK  WALK  ON  LONGWOOD  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Breck  presented  a  petition  of  J.  Ed- 
wards and  others  for  a  plank  walk  for  three  hun- 
dred feet  on  the  southerly  side  of  Long-wood  ave- 
nue, from  Autumn  street  to  the  Longwood  bridge. 

Alderman  Slade— I  believe  the  board  have  al- 
ready passed  an  order  to  lay  a  plank  walk  there. 

Alderman  Breck — The  petition  has  been  sent  to 
me  since  we  have  been  here  in  session  today.  I 
know  nothing  about  it  except  that  the  gentleman 
who  sent  it  to  me  said  he  would  like  to  have  it 
acted  upon  immediately  if  possible.  He  did  not 
say  anything  about  a  petition  having  been  sent 
in  bef>  re. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  think  that  matter  has 
been  acted  upon  by  the  Committee  on  Paving.  A. 
request  came  to  me  from  a  lady  living  there,  and 
I  went  out  there  with  Mr.  Harris,  and  we  reported 
to  the  full  committee,  and  I  believe  the  order  for 
a  plank  walk  has  been  passed. 

Alderman  l-treck— I  think  it  would  be  proper  to 
have  the  petition  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  1  think  they  will  see  that  it  is  a  new  pe- 
tition. It  comes  in  such  a  way  that  it  leads  me 
to  believe  it  is.  It  is  signed  by  a  large  number  of 
people  in  Longwood,  and  if  it  is  an  old  petition 
the  leference  can  do  no  harm. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

THE  ADAMS  STATUE. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  allow  for  payment  the  bill  of 
the  Hallowell  Granite  Company,  amounting  to 
$54,  for  curbing  around  the  Adams  statue;  said 
amount  being  in  addition  to  the  amount  hereto- 
fore allowed,— to  be  charged  to  the  Phillips-street 
Fund  Income.    Passed. 

LAMPS. 

Alderman  Breck,  from  the  Committee  on 
Lamps,  offered  an  order — That  the  Committee  on 
Lamps  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  con- 
tract with  the  East  Boston  Gas  Light  Company 
and  the  South  Hoston  Gas  Light  Company  for 
supplying  four  feet  of  gas  per  hour  for  each  of  the 
public  gas  lamps  within  the  territory  covered  by 
their  respective  charters  for  the  period  of  three 
years,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  thousand 
cubic  feet.    Passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— One  bootblack, 
four  newsboys.    Severally  accepted. 

LANTERNS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  Louisa  Decker 
to  project  a  plain  lantern  from  No.  42  La  Grange 
place.    Accepted. 

Accepted. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order:  That  a  com- 
mittee of  six  members  of  this  Board  be  appoint- 
ed to  examine  and  report  upon  the  returns  of 
votes  to  he  cast  tomorrow  for  National,  State  and 
County  officers.  Passed,  and  Aldermen  Flynn, 
Walbridge,  Slade,  Caton,  Woolley  and  Breck  were 
appointed  said  committee. 

Alderman  Breck— I  would  ask  to  be  excused 
from  serving  on  that  committee,  because  I  have 
got  to  go  to  New  York  on  Wednesday,  and  shall 
not  be  back  until  Monday.  If  the  counting  of 
votes  happens  to  come  this  week  it  will  be  bad, 
as  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  here. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  suggest  that  it 
is  very  doubtful  about  the  committee  having  to 
count  votes  on  Wednesday. 

Alderman  Breck— 1  shall  not  be  able  to  be  back 
until  Monday  morning.  However  I  suppose  it 
will  make  no  great  difference  if  I  am  not  here. 

STONY  BROOK. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Stony  Brook  be  requested  to  report 
to  the  City  Council  the  number  of  men  employed 
on  the  work  under  the  charge  of  said  committee, 
and  whether  said  meu  are  resident  citizens  and 
taxpayers  of  Boston.    Passed.    Sent  down. 
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Alderman  Flynn— I  offer  this  order  at  this  time 
because  1  have  learned  from  some  parties  resid- 
ing out  there  on  the  line  of  this  sewer  that  there 
is  quite  a  number  of  men  employed  on  that  sewer 
who  are  residents  of  Brookline  and  other  towns 
outside  the  city;  that  the  foreman  employed  there 
is  a  non-resident  of  the  city,  and  that  he  has  the 
hiring  of  quite  a  large  number  of  the  men,  while 
ourown  citizens  and  people  living  in  Boston  are 
deprived  of  work,  and  thot  others  in  adjoining 
towns  are  put  to  work  there.  I  desire  to  ascer- 
tain the  truth  of  the  statement  and  have  it  re- 
ported to  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Viles— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
order,  but  I  believe  there  is  not  a  man  there  who 
is  not  a  resident  of  Boston.  At  the  hearing  it  was 
understood  that  there  was  one,  but  they  were  not 
certain  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Alderman  Flynn — The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  says  he  has  ascertained  there  is  not 
one  man  there  not  a  resident  of  the  city.  I  would 
ask  him  where  the  foreman  on  the  work  resides — 
whether  he  is  n't  a  resident  of  some  town  outside 
the  city  of  Boston  ?  and  I  would  ask  the  chairman 
if  he  is  familiar  with  the  facts  in  relation  to  the 
matter?  Does  he  know  anything  about  it,  and 
why  does  he  make  that  statement  here  without 
knowing  ? 

Alderman  Viles — I  believe  the  foreman  is  not  a 
resident  of  the  city,  but  he  is  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Carson's  machine,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  use  it, 
as  there  is  a  patent  on  it,  and"  very  few  under- 
stand how  it  is  worked.  The  foreman  was  em- 
ployed tor  that  purpose. 

Alderman  Flynn- It  certainly  can  do  no  harm 
to  have  the  order  passed.  There  are  other  men  in 
this  city  just  as  capable  of  looking  after  that  ma- 
chine as  he  is,  and  who  ought  to  be  employed.  I 
think  the  sooner  this  employing  of  men  from  out- 
side the  city  is  stopped  the  better  it  will  be  for 
our  own  citizens  and  the  city. 

Alderman  Viles — I  would  add  an  amendment  to 
include  all  the  other  departments. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  think  this  is  a  proper  or- 
der to  offer,  and  hope  the  statement  of  the  Chair- 
man is  correct,  although  I  hear  to  the  contrary 
from  outside  parties.  I  believe,  with  the  Alder- 
man who  offered  the  order,  that  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton should  employ  its  own  citizens  and  none  oth- 
ers, except  in  case  of  emergency  where,  as  the 
Chairman  states,  a  party  has  experience  in  work- 
ing certain  machinery  and  it  is  necessary 
to  employ  such  persons.  But  I  believe  it 
is  a  proper  order  to  offer,  and  hope  it  will 
be  referred  to  the  committee,  and  that 
they  will  report,  although  as  I  stated  before,  I 
have  no  doubt  the  statement  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  is  correct. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  is  well  known  that  a  mat- 
ter has  already  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Stony  Brook,  asking  a  correction  of  certain 
grievances  tbat  now  exist  in  that  department. 
We  had  a  public  hearing  a  few  days  ago,  and  the 
evidence  was  very  strong  at  that  meeting  that 
men  outside  the  city  limits  were  employed  on  that 
work.  There  was  no  evidence  brought  before 
that  committee  as  to  where  the  men  came  from, 
except  the  foreman,  to  whom  the  chairman  has 
alluded  and  he  was  reeogi.ized  as  a  Fall  River 
man.  The  whole  superintendence  of  the  matter 
Is  in  charge  of  a  very  young  man,  and 
it  appeared  to  me,  as  one  of  the 
committee,  that  the  young  man  who  has 
charge  of  this  work,  and  the  man  who  has  charge 
of  running  the  machine  referred  to  did  about  all 
that  was  done  in  employing  men  on  that  work.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  a  great  many  of  the  men  were 
taken  from  outside  the  city  limits  of  Boston. 
That  is,  that  was  my  impression  as  a  member  of 
that  committee.  The  committee  had  no  evidence 
before  them  that  the  men  were  not  citizens  of 
Boston.  And  the  only  evidence  they  had  was 
that  one  man  was  a  resident  of  Fall  River  when 
he  was  employed.  There  was  no  inquiry  as  to  the 
residence  of  any  others  of  the  men  of  the  200  now 
employed  there.  I  feel  that  the  matter  is  a 
proper  subject  for  inquiry.  The  members  of  this 
City  Government  have  reason  to  complain  or  the 
way  in  which  tbat  work  is  going  on.  The  Super- 
intendent of  Sewers  was  appointed  to  carry  on 
that  work  under  the  direction  of  a  sub-committee 
of  the  Committee  on  Stony  Brook.  That  sub-com- 
mittee has  never  been  called  together,  has  never 
been  consulted  about  this  business, a;id  I  know  that 
the  city  of  Boston  has  gone  into  that  work  like  a 
cheap  contractor,  and  tried  all  it  could  to  break 
down  the  wages  of  laboring  men.    The  evidence 


before  us  was  clear  and  manifest  that  the  city  of 
Boston  went  into  that  business  like  a  cheap  con- 
tractor, who  wanted  to  employ  laboring  men  and 
mechanics  for  the  very  lowest  possible  sum  that 
it  could  employ  them  at.  The  committee  have  n't 
yet  reported  on  that  matter,  but  that  was  my  im- 
pression from  the  heariDg;  and  although  I  knew 
nothing  about  this  order  coming  in  here,  I  think 
it  is  a  proper  subject  ot  inquiry.  I  believe  that 
work  should  be  given  to  residents  and  taxpayers 
of  Boston.  If  we  cannot  find  men  within  our 
limits  capable  of  doing  the  work,  then  will  be 
time  enough  to  go  outside,  and  not  before.  I 
hope  this  matter  will  be  investigated. 

Alderman  Viles— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
investigation  of  this  matter,  but  I  do  not  think 
there  is  anything  before  the  committee  to  show 
that  there  is  one  man  employed  there  who  don't 
belong  to  the  city,  except  this  foreman  of  the 
Carson  machine.  Somebody  said  there  was  one 
laboring  man  from  Brookline,  but  I  do  not  think 
there  was  shown  to  be  any  one  from  outside  the 
city. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  wou'd  ask  if  that  was 
made  a  subject  of  inquiry.  There  were  insinua- 
tions that  some  of  the  men  employed  were  from 
outside  the  city,  but  no  inquiry  was  made.  The 
superintendent  of  the  work  is  a  very  young  man, 
who  has  been  here  only  a  short  time,  only  a  year, 
I  believe,  and  was  from  Provioence. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Ellen  Haynes,  to  be  paid  (or  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Hudson  street;  Honora  Dore,  to  be  paid 
for  personal  injuries  received  on  Belmont  street, 
Chailestown;  Michael  Pui  cell,  to  be  paid  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  on  Chelsea  street,  Charles- 
town;  Mary  B.  Delaney,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  received  on  Maverick  square;  Johu 
White  and  wife,  for  damages  on  account  of  the 
death  of  their  son  Francis,  who  fell  into  an  unfin- 
ished sewer  in  Hyde  street.  Severally  accepted. 
Sent  down. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  use  of  said  hall 
to  Patrick  Maguire  and  others  for  a  political 
meeting  on  Nov.  2,  and  to  P.  J.  Flatley  and  others 
on  Nov.  5,  for  a  meeting  of  the  Irish  Land 
Leaguers;  and  Joseph  Sidwell  etui,  on  Nov.  3,  for 

public  meeting.    Severally  accepted. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker,  from  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts,  presented  duly  ceriitied  state- 
ments from  the  clerks  of  courts  of  the  amounts 
required  for  clerk  hire  during  October: 

Supreme  Judicial  Court #136.00 

Superior  Criminal  Court ..    363.33 

Superior  Civil  Court 143.32 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

PAVING  KEPOKTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  Joseph  Cleve,  49  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Samuel  Weld, 
or  persons  unknown,  51  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Rufus 
Estabrook,  53  Blue  Hill  avenue;  E.  J.  Stafford,  55 
Blue  Hill  avenue;  James  Fisher,  57  Blue  Hill 
avenue;  George  B.  Tavlor,  Berwick  park  and 
Columbus  avenue;  Mary  E.  Adams,  Columbus 
avenue;  William  T.  Barker,  22  Mather  street; 
Robert  B.  Fairbairn,  G28  Warren  street.  Orders 
passed. 

Report  and  orcter  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  of  George  F.  Folsom,  10 
Alleghany  street;  W.  Zeigler,  14  Alleghany  street; 
Mary  M.  Adams,  Cazeno've  place;  D.  K.  McKay, 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Hayward  street.  Orders 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  of  $56.22  laid  on 
H.  A.  Bailing  et  at.,  trustees,  for  edgestones  and 
sidewalk  on  Howland  street,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  abated,  and  Otis  E.  Prescott  is  hereby  as- 
sessed the  said  amount  tor  edeestones  and  side- 
>  alks  on  Hov/land  street.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  of  .$43.36  laid  on 
E<  ward  A.  Moseley  for  edgestone  and  sidewalk 
on  ,  owland  street,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abaid;  and  H.  A.  Barling  et  at,.,  trustees,  are 
here  y  assessed  the  said  sum  of  $43.36  for  edge- 
stoueo  and  sidewalk  on  Howland  street.    Passed. 
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Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  $30,52  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  Samuel  C.  Smith,  lor  a  sewer  in 
Kennard  avenue,  and  that  the  same  amount  be 
assessed  upon  Fannie  A.  Tinkham. 

Passed. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Pearl  street,  Dorches- 
ter.   Passed. 

HEALTH. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Health : 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
James  E.  Bowe,  for  removal  of  a  nuisance  on 
G.  street,  and  for  compensation  for  existence  of 
same.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  required  on 
the  order  to  abate  a  nuisance  on  South  Bay,  said 
nuisance  now  being  aDated.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  order  of  inquiry  respecting  the  nui- 
sance on  South  Bay  flats— That  the  cause  of  delay 
in  abatement  of  the  nuisance  was  unavoidable. 
The  work  is  now  progressing  and  will  be  complet- 
ed in  a  few  days.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  petition  of  J.  H.  Hathorne  for  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  on  his  premises  on  Northamp- 
ton street; — That  said  nuisance  having  been  abat- 
ed, no  further  action  is  required.  Accepted. 
Sent  down. 

Report  on  petition  of  N.  Seaver  and  others, 
recommending  the  passage  of  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  remove  the  uri- 
nal recently  placed  in  Maverick  square.  Order 
passed.    Sent  down. 


Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  by  Robert  McCullnugh, 
Bainbridge  street,  near  Dale  street,  Ward  21;  R. 
L.  Barstow,  Pleasant  street,  Ward  24; P.  T.  Davis, 
Union  square,  Allston,  Ward  25;  Mary  A.  San- 
born, Williams  avenue,  Ward  24;  D.  H.  McKay, 
Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  24.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  required  on  petition  of 
William  Claflin  to  occupy  stable  for  fourteen 
horses  at  58  West  Cedar  street,  Ward  9.  Accept- 
ed. 

ST.  ELIZABETH'S    HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
monstrance of  Edward  S.  Rand  and  about  300 
others  against  the  establishment,  occupation  or 
use  of  a  certain  building  as  a  hospital  on  land  ad- 
joining Highland  park, 

Report,  That  they  have  given  the  subject  a  care- 
ful consideration;  two  hearings  have  taken  place, 
Aug.  5  and  11,  at  which  there  was  a  full  attend- 
ance of  parties  interested,  J.  C.  Crowley,  Esq.,  ap- 
peared for  jDhe  hospital  corporation  and  A.  W. 
Boardman,  .rjsq.,  for  remonstrants. 

The  remonstrants  claim  that  they  have  bought, 
built  and  reside  upon  Fort  avenue;  that  Highland 
park  is  historic  ground,  and  on  account  of  its 
rocky  character  cannot  be  drained  without  great 
expense,  which  is  not  expedient;  and  that  the 
uses  to  which  said  ground  has  been  dedicated  will 
be  abandoned  if  a  hospital  is  established  there; 
they  also  claim  that  a  depreciation  in  value  of 
their  estates  would  occur  if  permitted,  varying 
from  twenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent. ;  that  a  hospital 


is  not  required  there,  as  similar  institutions  at 
the  present  time  are  not  filled,  there  are  many 
places  easier  of  access  and  better  adapted  for 
such  purposes.  In  time  to  come  Highland  park 
will  be  used  as  a  public  resort  for  both  sexes,  old 
and  young,  but  if  the  establishment  of  a  hospital 
is  permitted  there  the  tendency  must  be  to  cause 
the  remonstrants  to  seek  residences  elsewhere. 

On  the /3d  day  of  March,  1876,  a  hearing  on 
petition  of  Dr.  Cullis  for  the  establishment 
of  a  cancer  hospital  at  Grove  Hall  took  place; 
the  attendance  was  large,  and  it  was  clearly 
shown  that  if  permitted  it  would  prove  a  positive 
injurv  to  all  its  surroundings.  The  committee  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw,  April  3,  1876. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1876,  a  hearing  on 
petition  of  George  W.  Rhoades  for  the  establish- 
ment of  Nervine  Hospital  on  corner  of  Centre 
and  Orchard  street  was  given,  and  the  opinion  of 
several  parties  at  said  hearing  was  that  real  estate 
would  depreciate  in  value,  and  residents  would 
seek  homes  elsewhere.  The  committee  reported 
leave  to  withdraw  Oct.  3, 1876. 

The  hospital  corporation  claim  that  they  bought 
the  estate  in  good  faith,  that  the  quarters  in 
Waltham  street  are  not  large  enough,  that  this 
estate  had  been  in  the  market  for  some  time  pre- 
vious to  its  sale,  and  until  now  no  objection  has 
been  raised.  It  is  also  stated  that  not  more  than 
twenty-five  patients  could  be  accommodated. 
Two-thirds  of  the  patients  are  free,  and  more 
applications  are  received  for  admission  than  can 
be  granted.  Among  the  principal  diseases  to  be 
treated  there  will  be  consumption,  dropsy  and 
asthma.  From  Jan.  1,  1871,  to  Jan.  1,  1880,  1090 
patients  had  been  admitted  to  the  old  hospital. 

On  the  12th  of  October  your  committee  visited 
the  premises;  they  were  accompanied  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Health,  counsel  for  the  hospital 
trustees  J.  C.  Crowley,  Esq.,  counsel  for  opposing 
abutters  A.  W.  Boardman,  Esq.  There  were  about 
forty  persons  present,  including  well-known  busi- 
ness men,  all  of  whom  manifested  a  deep  feeling 
against  having  the  hospital  established  at  this 
point.  Your  committee  are  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  the  grounds  in  question  should  be 
reserved  for  public  purposes,  and  a'lded  to  High- 
land park,  and  they  therefore  submit  the  accom- 
panying preamble  and  order. 

Clinton  Viles,        )  Committee  on  Health, 
Asa  H.  Caton,  }       on  part  of  Board 

Joseph  Caldwell,  )  of  Aldermen. 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  it  is  inex- 
pedient that  the  property  on  Glen  avenue,  Fort 
avenue  and  Highland  park,  recently  purchased 
by  the  trustees  of  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  should 
be  occupied  or  used  for  hospital  purposes,  but 
should  be  added  to,  and  form  part  of,  Highland 
park,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  no  person  or  corporation  shall 
erect,  occupy  or  use  any  building  for  a  hospital 
on  the  land  which  is  bounded  by  Glen  avenue, 
Fort  avenue  and  Highland  park. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  A'derman 
Flynn.  Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Flynn,  the  report  and  orders  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

the    proposed     enlargement    op    highland 

PARK. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  Alderman  Viles 
offered  tha  following  order:  That  the  Committee 
on  the  Common,  etc.,  consider  the  expediency  of 
purchasing  the  property  recently  bought  by  the 
trustees  of  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  on  Fort  ave- 
nue, and  of  adding  the  same  to  "Highland  Park." 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    4,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  1V2  o'clock,  Mr.  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Resolutions  of  the  city  of  St.  John  congratu- 
lating this  city  on  the  attainment  of  its  250th 
anniversary.    Placed  on  rile. 

Petitions,  etc.  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  viz.: 

Michael  Purcell  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  from  a  defect  in  Chelsea  street. 

Honora  Dore  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  from  a  fall  in  Belmont  street. 

Mary  B.  Delaney  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries from  a  defect  in  Maverick  square. 

John  White  and  wife  for  compensation  for 
the  death  of  their  son,  caused  from  a  fall  into  the 
sewer  in  Hyde  street. 

Ellen  Haynes  to  he  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  at  118  Hudson  street. 

James  E.  Bowe  for  the  removal  of  a  nuisance 
near  his  house  on  G  street,  and  for  compensation 
for  the  existence  of  said  nuisance. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report,  no  further  action  necessary,  on  the 
order  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  in  South 
Bay.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  abate- 
ment of  the  above  nuisance  was  unavoidable,  but 
that  the  work  is  dow  approaching  completion. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  (do  further  action  necessary)  on  the  pe- 
tition of  J.  H.  Hathorne  for  the  abatement  of  a 
nuisance  on  Northampton  street.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Urinal  in  Maverick  Square. 

Report  and  order  requesting  the  Board  of 
Health  to  remove  the  urinal  in  Maverick  square. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  or- 
der be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  in  order 
that  we  may  have  more  information  in  regard  to 
it.  I  have  noticed  that  when  these  urinals  are 
located  there  is  always  some  trouble,  and  as  there 
is  no  explanatory  report  in  this  case,  I  move  that 
the  subject  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  in 
order  to  make  some  inquiry.  I  do  not  do  it  for 
the  purpose  of  delay,  but  to  obtain  some  explana- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Health  why  the  change 
is  recommended. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5—1  would  state  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  the  citi- 
zens generally  in  East  Boston  disapprove  the  loca- 
tion of  a  urinal  there,  and  it  was  the  unanimous 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Health  to  request 
that  the  Board  of  Health  have  it  removed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  inquire  whether  the 
Board  of  Health  have  recommended  such  action, 
and  whether  they  have  been  heard  in  the  matter, 
or  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  that  board  to 
present  another  order  so  that  another  urinal  may 
be  placed  in  that  part  of  East  Boston?  ft  other- 
wise, I  should  like  to  have  the  matter  go  over  for 
the  purpose  of  intorming  myself. 

Mr.  Pray — I  would  state  for  the  information  of 
the  gentleman  that  the  Board  of  Health  agreed 
with  the  Committee  on  Health  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  They  were  present  when  this  subject 
came  before  the  committee,  and  were  perfectly 
willing  to  have  the  same  removed  if  the  citizens 
of  East  Boston  desired  it.  If  this  order  passes,  it 
is  in  contemplation  by  the  Board  of  Health  to 
erect  one  in  Central  square,  where  it  has  been 
voted  by  the  City  Government  to  have  one  placed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— With  that  explanation  I  will 
withdraw  the  motion  to  assign.  I  only  wanted 
the  information  which  the  report  did  not  give. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
Stony  Brook. 

Order  to  report  the  number  of  men  employed 
in  the  Stony  Brook  improvement  and  whether  the 
same  are  residents  and  citizens.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Highland  Park. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  purchasing 
the  property  recently  bought  by  the  trustees  of 
St.  Elizabeth  Hospital  on  Fort  avenue,  and  add- 
ing the  same  to  Highland  Park.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 


PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Petition  of  0.  L.  Saunders,  that  the  grade  of 
Camden  street  be  established  between  Tremont 
street  and  the  Providence  Railroad.  Referred  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.    Sent  up. 

Petition  of  Adolphus  S.  Davis  and  others,  for 
the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  in  lower  Mystic 
Pond.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Wa- 
ter.   Sent  up. 

SALARY     OF    SUPERINTENDENT    OF  NORTH     DRAW 
OF  CHELSEA  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Salaries,  to  whom  were  recom- 
mitted the  report  and  order  relating  to  the  salary 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  north  draw  of  Chel- 
sea Bridge,  beg  leave  to  report  that  having  given 
the  matter  further  consideration,  they  see  no 
reason  to  change  their  recommendations  for- 
merly made,  and  they  still  favor  the  adoption  of 
the  order  as  presented. 

For  the  Committee, 

John  P.  Hilton. 

[The  order  fixes  the  salary  of  the  Superintend- 
ent at  $1000  and  his  assistant  at  $800.] 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hilton  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— According  to  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman  from  Charlestown 
when  this  matter  was  recommitted,  there  seemed 
to  be  quite  a  discrepancy  between  the  salary  of 
the  Superintendent  on  that  draw  and  that  of  the 
one  on  the  draw  on  the  Charlestown  side.  From 
what  little  I  know  of  the  duties  performed,  I 
should  imagine  that  the  services  rendered  on  the 
Charlestown  side  are  no  greater  than  those  on  the 
Chelsea  side,  owing  to  the  difference  in  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  passing  through  the  two  draws. 
For  that  reason  I  should  like  to  hear  some  ex- 
planation from  the  gentleman  who  has  presented 
the  report. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5—1  would  state  that  at  a  previ- 
ous meeting  I  moved  that  this  matter  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Salaries.  I  was  misinform- 
ed as  to  the  duties  attending  the  taking  care  of 
the  draws  on  Chelsea  Bridge.  I  find  upon  further 
inquiry  that  there  is  more  work  done  on  this  north 
draw,  where  they  propose  to  pay  a  salary  of  $1800 
to  the  Superintendent  and  his  assistants,  than 
there  is  on  the  west  side.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  think  the  salary  proposed  to  be  paid  is 
proper  and  right,  in  comparison  with  the  work  on 
the  other  draw. 

Mr.  Lovell— That  does  n't  answer  my  question. 
He  merely  states  that  such  is  the  case,  and  I  want 
to  know  why  it  is. 

Mr.  Hilton— I  find  by  the  report  that  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  passing  through  the  north  draw 
in  1879  was  3700,  and  the  number  which  passed 
through  the  west  draw  was  2327,  during  the  same 
period.  I  was  surprised  to  find  it  so,  myself,  for 
I  supposed  it  was  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1 
stated. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

committee  on  legislative  matters. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to  whom 
was  referred  the  draft  of  an  ordinance,  transfer- 
ring to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  the  duties 
heretofore  assigned  to  this  committee,  having 
given  the  subject  their  attention,  respectfully  re- 
port that  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the 
ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

For  the  committee, 

Geo.  H.  Fisher. 

The  ordinance  is  as  follows: 

An  Ordinance 
Concerning   the   Joint   Standing  Committee  on 

Ordinances. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Every  ordinance  offered  in  either 
branch  of  the  City  Council  shall  be  referred  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  shall 
report  in  print  any  draft  or  drafts  thereof 
agreed  to.  The  said  committee  shall,  unless  oth- 
erwise ordered,  represent  the  city  before  all  com- 
mittees of  the  Legislature,  either  personally  or 
by  suitable  reports.  They  shall  report  in  print  to 
the  City  Council  all  bills,  resolvoo  and  petitions 
presented  to  the  Legislature  in  behalf  of  the  city, 
or  any  department  thereof,  at  the  next  meeting 
of  either  branch  after  such  application  is  made, 
or  earlier,  at  their  discretion. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  to  a  second  reading 
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and  Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24  moved  a  suspension  ol 
the  rule  that  it  might  be  passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  ask 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  why  he  wishes  to 
do  away  witn  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters. 

Mr.  Fisher — I  do  not  know  that  anything  need 
be  said  particularly  in  favor  of  this  measure ;  hut 
I  intended  to  say  that  the  report  as  made  was 
unanimous;  that  this  matter  has  been  considera- 
bly talked  about  ever  since  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year,  by  both  the  Committees  on  Ordi- 
nances and  Legislative  Matters,  and  both  have 
looked  with  favor  upon  the  mergiDg  of  the 
two  committees.  The  work  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Committee  extends  over  a  very  short 
period  of  time,  at  the  first  of  the  year, 
and  is  of  a  nature  similar  to  that  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  can  well  be  done 
by  one  committee.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
actual  work  at  the  Legislature  has  been  done  by 
the  special  counsel  employed  by  the  city,  whose 
appointment  has  to  come  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  for  approval,  and  he  himself  has  to 
consult  that  committee  in  the  drawing  of  bills. 
It  seemed  unnecessary  to  have  work  laid  before 
two  committees  that  can  be  done  just  as  well  by 
one  committee.  It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  legislative  committee  that  the  ordinance 
should  pass,  and  I  believe  it  was  fully  understood 
and  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  if  a  new  draft  of  the  ordinances  is 
not  being  prepared  and  is  about  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Council  from  the  Committee  on  Ordnances, 
and  whether  this  ordinance  is  not  a  part  of  that 
new  draft?  If  so,  whai,  is  the  necessity  of  passing 
it  before  we  consider  all  the  changes  together? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — It  is  true  that  there 
is  a  revision  of  the  ordinances  in  hand,  and  but 
for  unexpected  delays  it  would  have  been  pre- 
sented tonight.  It  may  be  stated  in  behalf  of  the 
sub-committee  who  have  considered  the  revision, 
that  they  have  not  undertaken  any  such  change  in 
any  ordinance  as  this  would  amount  to.  It  is  de- 
sirable, and  the  best  reason  for  suspending  the 
rule  and  passing  this  ordinance  tonight 
is,  that  the  opinion  of  the  Council  should 
be  taken  in  advance  on  a  matter  of  this 
nature.  The  ordinance  now  reported  fa- 
vorably upon  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Bailey  of 
Ward  4,  who  is  not  here  tonight,  and  the  ocher 
member  of  the  sub-committee,  Mr.  Wharton,  is 
also  absent.  Therefore,  I  feel  compelled  to  speak 
in  behalf  of  the  Sub-committee  on  Revision,  and 
to  say  that  one  great  reason  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed change— and  which  I  presume  influ- 
enced Mr.  Bailey  in  introducing  the  ordi- 
nance— was  that  the  work  of  the  legfslative  com- 
mittee heretofore  has  not  possessed  that  symme- 
try and  continuitv  which  are  desirable  in  framing 
our  ordinances  and  laws.  For  example,  we  And 
in  the  revision  quite  a  number  of  cases  in  which 
special  acts  obtained  by  the  oity  of  Boston  are  not 
in  accordance  with  the  general  framing  of  the 
laws  and  ordinances  already  in  force.  It  is  a  cus- 
tomary rule  of  the  departments  here  to  have  all 
officers  commence  their  terms  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  May;  but  several  of  the  special 
acts  are  drafted  so  that  the  officers  go 
into  office  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  which 
makes  inconvenient  work.  Again,  it  is  the  cus- 
tomary rule  to  have  all  our  officers  hold  over  until 
their  successors  are  chosen  and  qualified,  so  as  to 
keep  the  boards  and  commissions  in  working  or- 
der. But  several  laws  leave  out  that  provision, 
so  that  one  or  two  boards  are  organized  with 
members  who  hold  office  for  three  years  only.  In 
the  case  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  the  act  is 
so  drafted  that  five  or  six  inspeetors  come  into 
office  at  very  varying  dates.  A  number  of  these 
instances  have  occurred  during  the  revision,  and 
therefore  it  seems  desirable  that  the  same  com- 
mittee which  frames  the  ordinances  of  the  City 
Government  should  have  charge  of  the  drafts  of 
the  bills,  for,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  24  said, 
the  real  work,  the  attendance  before  committees, 
is  done  by  the  assistant,  who  is  sent  from  the  City 
Solicitor's  office.  In  past  years  the  legislative 
committee  has  had  nothing  to  do  at  all.  It  has 
been  customary  for  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  is  always  an  Alderman,  to  take  the  As- 
sistant Oity  Solicitor,  go  up  to  the  State  House, 
and  attend  to  these  various  matters.  For  the  last 
two  years  the  chairman  has  hardly  gone  with  him 
at  all.  The  matter  has  been  in  the  hands  of  a 
special  agent  sent  up  there  by  the  city.  The  real 
benefit  to  be  gained  by  the  proposed  change  will 


be  this:  As  a  rule,  for  the  last  five  or  six  years 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  has  contained 
four  or  five  members  who  are  lawyers.  It  has 
been  the  legal  committee  of  the  Council.  For  that 
reason  it  has  seemed  to  be  the  most  desirable 
committee  to  have  charge  of  the  bills  we  ask  for. 
As  I  remarked  at  the  last  meeting,  it  has  been 
customary  to  put  in  petitions  for  legislation  in  a 
general  way,  and  then  have  a  draft  prepared  by  the 
Assistant  CitySolicitor,who  goes  to  theLegislature. 
I  know  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  other  members  of 
the  sub-committee  that  this  matter  could  be  bet- 
ter done  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  be  familiar  with  all  city  ordinances, 
ana  with  all  those  special  acts  which  concern  the 
city;  and  in  the  future  the  probability  would  be 
there  would  be  le>s  trouble  and  inconvenience 
arising  from  defective  legislation  if  that  particu- 
lar committee  had  charge  of  them.  For  that  rea- 
son I  hope  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Affairs  will  be  accepted,  and  I  also  hope 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  24 
will  prevail,  and  that  we  may  pass  the  ordinance 
tonight.  It  is  our  hope  and  expectation  to  sub- 
mit the  revised  ordinances  next  week,  if  every- 
thing is  satisfactory  when  it  is  reported  to  the 
full  committee.  For  that  reason  we  would  like  to 
have  this  side  issue  disposed  of,  and  we  can  put  it 
in  the  new  draft. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10—  Ihope  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  24  will  not  press  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  iule  tonight.  I  had  some  doubt  about 
the  advisability  of  dispensing  with  that  commit- 
tee, although  the  report  ol  the  committee  would 
have  some  weight  with  me  in  deciding  the  ques- 
tion. At  least  I  should  like  to  have  a  week  to 
consider  it.  My  doubt  about  the.  expediency  of 
abolishing  the  committee  rests  somewhat  upon 
my  experience  before  the  Legislature  in  assisting 
in  securing  legislation.  I  take  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  legislative  committee  not  only  to  prepare 
drafts  of  acts,  but  also  to  assist  in  securing  the 
passage  of  those  acts.  Now,  when  business  press- 
es at  the  Legislature,  our  special  counsel  is  not 
able  co  attend  to  the  details  of  having  the  acts 
called  up,  seeing  that  they  are  on  the  calendar, 
and  that  they  are  urged.  That  is  all  quite  impor- 
tant, and  it  is  something  which  one  man  cannot 
attend  to  alone  when  business  presses  there. 
Therefore,  as  there  is  no  need  of  press- 
ing it  tonight,  and  as  the  matter  will  be 
properly  considered  when  the  revision  is  be- 
fore us,  I  hope  the  passage  of  this  ordinance  will 
not  be  pressed  tonight.  When  acts  in  which  the 
city  is  interested  are  before  the  Legislature,  it  is 
certainly  very  important  that  they  should  be 
followed  veiy  closely — more  so  than  a  single  in- 
dividual is  able  to  do;  and  as  it  is  not  necessary 
tonight,  in  order  to  secure  the  passage  of  this  or- 
dinance, that  it  should  be  pressed,  I  hope  it  will 
be  allowed  to  go  over  under  the  rule  in  the  ordi- 
nary way. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  make  but  one  sugges- 
tion, and  that  is  that  the  gentleman's  argument 
does  n't  reach  the  question  as  to  which  committee 
should  do  it.  His  argument  is  that  there  should 
be  a  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  is  to  be  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Affairs,  and  it  makes  no  difference 
which  committee  does  the  work  he  speaks  of.  I 
agree  that  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs 
ought  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and  do 
more  work  than  they  have  done,  and  be- 
cause the  Committee  on  Ordinance  is  com- 
posed mostly  of  lawyers,  I  believe  we  should  get 
more  work  out  of  them  than  we  do  from  laymen. 
I  think  everything  the  gentleman  has  said  is  in 
favor  of  the  change.  In  regard  to  passing  it  to- 
night, I  would  remark  that  it  is  desirable  to  pass 
upon  it  now,  for  I  assure  the  Council  that  the  revi- 
sion of  300  or  more  pages,  with  anfexplanation  re- 
quired on  every  page,  is  enough  to  appal  the 
Council,  and  that  is  the  duty  which  will  come  be- 
fore us  between  now  and  the  1st  of  January.  For 
that  reason  I  was  glad  to  see  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  made,  that  we  might  dispense  with 
one  matter  before  we  came  to  the  revision.  If 
we  suspend  the  rule  tonight,  I  think  we  shall  be 
gaining  time.  And  when  the  revision  comes  up, 
we  shall  be  very  thankful  to  have  gotten  rid  of 
any  part  of  it  in  advance. 

Mr.  Parkraan  of  Ward  9 — I  trust  the  rule  will 
not  be  suspended  in  this  matter.  Of  course  we 
will  all  give  great  weight  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs,  but  this  is  a 
precedent  which  should  not  be  adopted  in  rela- 
tion to  abolishing  one  of  our  committees  and  the 
adoption  of  ordinances.    I  think  the  reason  given 
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by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  we  cannot 
do  justice  to  the  matter  of  revision,  in  a  short 
time,  should  allow  it  to  be  laid  over  for  one  ween 
at  least.  This  proposes  to  abolish  one  of  our 
committees  which  has  been  in  operation  for 
many  years,  and  on  which  are  one  or  two  of  our 
well-known  lawyers,  and  I  trust  the  rule  will  not 
be  suspended. 

Mr.  Fisher— I  do  not  know  any  special  reason 
for  suspending  the  rule  tonight,  except  what  has 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  and 
as  gentlemen  seem  anxious  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter, I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  ordinance  went  over. 


PABK     LOAN. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Parks  be  instructed  to  ascertain 
and  report  what  real  estate  now  owned  by  the 
city  and  not  needed  for  public  use,  the  proceeds 
of  which  have  not  been  pledged  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  loans  already  created,  can  be  used  in  a 
like  manner  for  the  redemption  of  any  loan  cre- 
ated for  park  purposes.  Passed.  A  motion  to  re- 
consider by  Mr.  Coe,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail, 
was  lost.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    8,    1880. 

Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWS. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
October  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  second  ses- 
sion. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  John  Kelly, 
to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  a  de- 
fective condition  of  Commercial  street, "at  the 
corner  of  Foster  street;  Andrew  P.  Wilson,  to  be 
paid  for  personal  injuries  received  by  an  obstruc- 
tion on  Warren  Bridge,  May  8,  1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  S.  S.  Rankin, 
for  leave  to  project  a  Jantern  from  building  num- 
bered 20  on  Eliot  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Svrvey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  South  Boston  Iron  Company, 
to  erect  two  wooden  buildings  on  Foundry  street, 
nearly  opposite  Division  street,  and  near  West 
Fourth  street,  Ward  13. 

Jo  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  W.  A.  Couthouy,  to  occupy  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Elmore  street,  corner 
Wilmot  street,  Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving:  American  Bell 
Telephone  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  poles  in 
West  Roxbury  district;  Terence  McHugh,  to  be 
paid  the  amount  of  wages  due  to  his  father, 
Patrick  McHugh  in  the  Paving  Department;  Flor- 
rin  Cook  and  wife,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Hallock  street;  John  Proctor,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Bolton  street;  Hastings  &  Co. 
■et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the  telegraph  pole  from 
the  corner  of  Lincoln  and  Beach  streets;  Trus- 
tees of  F.  Evans'  estate,  for  removal  of  a  tele- 
graph pole  from  the  corner  of  Beach  and  Lincoln 
streets;  James  B.  Ames,  trustee,  et  al.,  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  telegraph  pole  from  corner  of  Lincoln 
and  Summer  streets;  Walter  H.  French,  et  al., 
that  Tremont  street  at  Providence  Railroad 
crossing  be  put  in  order  and  that  suitable  cross- 
walks be  laid  there. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Philip  MeMauon,  to  be  paid  for  the  loss 
of  a  cow  in  consequence  of  injury  by  dogs. 

lo  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  L.  M.  T.  Hill  and 
others,  for  street  lamps  on  Howard  avenue,  be- 
tween Hartford  and  Sargent  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Jor- 
dan, Marsh  &  Co.,  in  favor  of  the  proposed  pur- 
chase of  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital  estate  and  the 
addition  of  same  to  Highland  Park. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  J.  S.  Murray,  for  the  removal  of  a  tree 
from  his  estate  on  Dorchester  avenue,  second 
from  Victoria  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  D.  H.  McKay,  for 
a  sewer  in  Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Quiney 
street  and  Lawrence  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  AVil- 
liam  H.  Leatherbee  &  Son,  for  modification  of  the 
sixth  condition  of  deed  of  land  on  Dedham  street 
sold  to  them  by  the  city. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  W.  G.  Roby  & 
Co.,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  of 
twenty  horse-power,  at  52  Fulton  street.  No  ob- 
jections. Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  re- 
port from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in 
favor  of  granting  the  petition.    Accepted. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  order  of  notice  of  in- 
tention to  take  certain  lands  for  the  improved 
sewerage.  No  objections.  On  motion  of  Alder- 
man Slade  the  following  order  was  passed  and 
sent  down: 

Whereas,  the  city  of  Boston  has  adjudged  it  to 
be  necessary  for  the  public  convenience  that  a 
right  to  use  a  parcel  or  strip  of  land  situated  in 
Quiney,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  and  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  shall  be  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  approaching  the  land  taken  by  the  or- 
der hereinafter  mentioned,  for  carryigg  out  its 
projected  system  of  improved  sewerage,  as  the 
same  is  now  being  constructed  under  and  by  vir- 
tue of  the  powers  and  authorities  hereinafter 
mentioned;  and  whereas  said  land  is  owned  by  a 
person  or  persons   unknown,    and  certain  other 


persons  have  or  may  have  a  right  of  way  over 
said  parcel  or  strip  of  land;  and  by  an 
order  of  the  City  Council  of  said 
city  of  Boston,  approved  by  the  Mayor 
thereof,  Oct.  22,  1880,  it  was  ordered  that  due  no- 
tice be  given  to  said  person  or  persons  unknown, 
and  to  all  other  persons  interested,  that  the  city 
of  Boston  intends  to  take  a  right  to  use  for  ail 
the  purposes  of  a  way  said  parcel  or  strip  of  land, 
from  said  person  or  persons  unknown,  and  from 
all  persons  having  rights  therein,  in  pursuance  of 
the  power  and  authority  possessed  by  said  city 
under  the  rirovisions  of  Taw,  and  especially  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  (13G)  of  the  acts  ot  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-six  (1876),  entitled  "An  act  to  empow- 
er the  city  of  Boston  to  lay  and  maintain  a  main 
sewer  discharging  at  Moon  Island,  in  Bos- 
ton Harbor,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  of 
chapter  two  hundred  and  thirty  (230)  of  the  acts 
ot  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
(1879),  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to 
empower  the  city  of  Boston  to  lay  and  maintain 
a  main  sewer,  discharging  at  Moon  Island,  in 
Boston  Harbor,  and  for  other  purposes."  Said 
parcel  or  strip  of  land  is  situated  in  that  part  of 
said  Quiney  called  Squantum,  and  is  described  as 
follows,  viz:  [The  order  here  includes  the  descrip- 
tion ot  the  lands,  as  in  the  order  offered  in  the 
Board  of  Alderman  Oct.  18,  1880.]  A  copy  of  said 
plan  to  accompany  this  order  has  been  bled  in  the 
office  of  the  City  Clerk  of  said  city  of  Boston,  and 
it  is  hereby  referred  to  for  a  better  un- 
derstanding of  this  description.  And  where- 
as due  notice  has  been  given  to  person  or 
persons  unknown,  and  to  all  other  per- 
sons interested,  of '  the  intention  of  said  city  to 
take  said  right  in  said  parcel  ot  land  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid  as  appears  by  the  return  annexed 
to  said  order,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  power  and 
authority  possessed  as  aforesaid  and  subject  to 
the  reservation  hereinafter  set  forth,  the  city 
of  Boston  does  hereby  take  the  rignts 
above  described  for  the  purposes  herein 
before  named.  This  taking  is  made  subject  to 
the  reservation  of  the  right  to  use  the  described 
premises  in  all  ways  not  inconsistent  with  the  use 
of  the  city,  as  aforesaid,  to  all  persons,  their 
heirs  and  assignees,  who  mayor  at  any  time  here- 
after be  entitled  to  such  right.  And  the  city  of 
Boston  does  hereby  award  to  each  of  the  persons 
whose  rights  are  taken  or  interfered  with  by  this 
taking,  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

PROPOSED  ABOLITION  OF  ANY  TAX  AS  QUALIFICA- 
TION OF  VOTERS. 

Under  unfinished  business,  the  Board  consid- 
ered the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  next 
Legislature  for  a  constitutional  amendment  abol- 
ishing the  poll-tax  qualification. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  say  but  scarcely  a  word  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter. The  subject  has  been  fully  discussed  during 
the  past  two  years,  and  I  believe  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  understand  it.  It  will 
take  a  long  period  of  time  to  bring  about  this 
amendment.  You  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  is 
must  go  through  the  ordeal  of  two  successive 
Legislatures,  and  afterwards  be  approved  and 
ratified  by  the  people,  before  its  adoption.  I  be- 
lieve there  has  been  no  instance  in  the  history  of 
the  country  where  money  has  been  used  so  ex- 
tensively as  during  the  late  election.  The  unfor- 
tunate gentlemen  who  were  candidates  for  Con- 
gress in  the  two  districts  must  feel  the  force  of 
this  remark  more  than  any  others  in  our  midst, 
although  money  has  flowed  in  all  directions.  In 
fact,  this  election  was  decided  by  the  unlimited 
use  of  money  to  influence  the  votes  of  States 
where  the  parties  were  about  equally  divided.  If 
you  will  notice  the  assessment  of  po'lls  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  by  our  Assessor's  Department,  this 
past  year,  was  93,7C'J.  Of  the  93,709  polls 
assessed,  but  53,000  appeared  last  Tues- 
day as  voters.  There  was  a  difference  of 
40,000  between  the  assessments  of  polls  and  tho 
men  who  appeared  and  cast  their  Votes  on  that 
day.  Now  it  is  not  possible  that  these  40,000  were 
all  minors  or  men  who  had  no  right  to  vote.  I 
take  vt  that  at  least  20,000  voters  of  this  city  did 
uot  show  themselves  at  the  polls  last  Tuesday  for 
some  reason  or  other.  In  1878,  when  this  matter 
was  discussed,  it  was  estimated  that  about  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  poll  taxes  were  paid  by  parties 
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who  were  candidates  for  different  positions,  par- 
ticularly by  members  of  Congress.  This  past 
year  I  have*  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  at  least 
thirty-five  per  cent,  of  the  votes  cast  were  by  men 
who  had  their  poll  taxes  paid  by  the  different 
candidates,  principally  by  the  candidates  for  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  at  least  $100,000  were  circulated  to  influence 
voters  in  the  two  congressional  districts  in  the 
city  of  Boston.  Well,  now,  I  believe  this 
is  a  grovi  ing  evil,  and  we  ought  to  put 
a  stopto  it,  if  we  can,  and  I  feel  that  I  can  do  no 
better  than  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to 
an  extract  from  the  inaugural  address  of  our 
Mayor  in  1879: 

"We  ought  not  only  to  see  that  those  who  are 
entitled  to  vote,  and  only  those,  shall  vote,  hut 
we  should  see  that  none  are  improperly  influ- 
enced or  hindered  in  the  free  exercise  of  this 
right.  We  should  see  that  there  is  no  corrupt  use 
of  money  in  elections.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
everywhere  there  is  great  cause  of  conplaint  in 
this  respect.  Permit  me,  in  this  connection,  to 
quote  the  recent  remarks  of  a  distinguished  sena- 
tor and  statesman: 

"'The  most  disheartening  thing,'  says  Judge 
Thurman,  'to  an  American  who  loves  free  institu- 
tions, is  to  see  that  year  by  year  the  corrupt  use 
of  money  in  the  elections  is  making  its  way,  until 
the  time  may  come  when  elections  in  the  United 
States  will  be  debauched  as  ever  in  the  worst  days 
of  the  old  borough  parliamentary  elections  in  the 
mother  land.  The  question  is  whether  this  coun- 
try is  to  be  governed  with  a  view  to  the  rights  of 
every  man— the  poor  man  as  well  as  the  rich  man 
— or  whether  the  longest  purse  shall  carry  the 
elections,  and  this  be  a  mere  plutocracy  instead 
of  a  democratic  republic.' 

"  It  has  been  charged,  and  very  generally 
charged,  that  in  the  recent  elections  in  this  city, 
both  for  State  and  city  officers,  the  employed 
have  been  improperly  influenced  by  the  employer 
— the  poor  man  intimidated  by  the  rich— and 
large  sums  of  money  contributed  and  expended 
for  the  purchase  of  votes. 

"  'If  it  be  true,  it  is  a  grievous  wrong,'— 
and  it  is  our  duty  as  honest  and  patriotic  citizens 
to  do  all  in  our  power  to  reform  the  abuse." 

Make  citizenship  and  manhood  the  basis  of 
suff  rage,  do  away  with  the  money  qualification, 
and  I  believe  you  strike  at  the  root  of  the  corrup- 
tion now  so  prevalent. 

I  believe  these  remarks,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  ap- 
ply with  greater  force  to  the  recent  election  than 
to  that  of  1878.  and  I  hope  the  Board  will  consider 
this  matter  favorably,  send  it  to  the  other  branch 
and  have  our  Mayor  appear  before  the  Legisla- 
ture and  ask  for  the  repeal  of  the  poll-tax  law  as 
a  qualification  for  voting. 

Alderman  Slade— I  have  scarcely  a  word  to  say 
upon  this  subject.  It  came  before  us  last  year  in 
about  the  same  way  that  it  has  this  year.  I  voted 
against  it  then,  and  my  reasons  were  that  I  felt 
that  this  Board  had  no  right,  perhaps,  to  commit 
the  city  to  a  project  of  this  kind.  1  might  sign  a 
petition  to  this  effect,  although  I  believe  tbat 
every  man  ought  to  pay  some  kindgof  a  tax,  but 
whether  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  pay  before  he 
cau  vote  is  a  matter  that  belongs  to  the  whole 
people  of  the  State,  and  to  the  Legislature. 
Petitions  to  the  Legislature  from  all  sections  of 
the  State  might  have  some  ettect,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  I  have  no  right,  representing  the  city,  as 
I  do,  in  this  Board,  to  vote  to  commit  the  city  to 
this  project.  I  agree  with  the  points  that  the  Al- 
derman has  made,  as  a  general  thing,  although  I 
have  no  question  but  what  the  poll  taxes  com- 
prised the  smallest  sum  of  money  that  has  been 
paid  in  these  elections.  There  must  have  been 
five  or  ten  thousand  dollars  paid,  but  I  do  not 
know  as  the  adoption  of  such  an  amendment 
would  make  the  slightest  difference  about  the  ex- 
penditure of  money  in  elections.  I  know  that  in 
the  neighboring  State  of  New  Hampshire  there  is 
no  tax  of  this  kind  as  a  qualification  for  voting, 
but  every  man  is  liable  to  pay  a  poll  tax,  or  a  tax 
of  some  kind,  call  it  what  you  please.  But  I  don't 
know  but  what  there  Is  as  much  money  spent  in 
New  Hampshire  in  elections  as  they  would  have 
to  spend  if  voters  had  to  pay  this  poll  tax. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  cannot  see  much  force  in 
the  argument  of  the  Alderman  an  my  right  in  re- 
gard to  the  effect  of  abolishing  the  poll  tax  and 
the  paying  of  it  for  election  purposes.  I  have 
been  told  that  in  one  of  the  representative  dis- 
tricts, where  a  large  number  of  poll  taxes  were 
paid,  the  parties  whose  taxes  were  paid  voted  for 
the  other  candidate.    Those  things    will    always 


occur.  I  do  not  think  the  abolishing  of  the  poll 
tax  will  cause  any  less  money  to  be  spent  for  elec- 
tion purposes,  and  I  really  cannot  see  how  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  will  cover  the  ground. 
I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  for  us  to  petition 
the  Legislature  to  enact  any  laws  whereby  we 
can  get  over  this  evil.  If  people  want  to  get  into 
political  positions  they  will  probably  spend  their 
money  to  get  vctes.  I  do  not  see  anything  to  he 
gained  by  it,  and  shall  vote  against  the  order. 

Alderman  O'Brien— When  this  question  came 
up  last  year  the  same  objections  were  raised  to 
it,  not  only  by  the  Alderman  on  my  right,  but  by 
the  Alderman  opposite.  Some  members  of  the 
Board  appeared  to  have  conscientious  scruples 
about  petitioning  the  Legislature  to  abolish  the 
poll  tax  as  a  qualification  for  voting.  But  they 
have  no  hesitation  about  petitioning  the  Legisla- 
ture for  anything  else.  I  offered  this  order  after 
the  passage  of  an  order  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  an  act  to  regulate  telegraph  poles.  The 
member  might  have  got  up  and  made  the  same 
objection  to  that  order.  The  fact  is,  if  the  people 
ever  realize  that  amendment  to  the  constitution, 
it  will  be  brought  about  by  petitions  from  towns 
and  cities,  and  from  the  people.  What  harm  is 
there  in  petitioning  the  Legislature  to  enact  an 
ameudmeut  to  the  constitution,  when  it  has  to  be 
submitted  to  the  people  for  their  ratifica- 
tion? Are  members  afraid  to  submit  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  to  the  people  for  their  ratifica- 
tion? Before  it  becomes  a  law  it  will  have  to  be 
submitted  to  the  people  of  Boston  and  the  entire 
Commonwealth  for  their  ratification,  and  I  can 
see  no  possible  objection  to  that.  If  they  desire 
it  they  can  vote  for  it.  If  they  do  not  desire  it 
they  can  vote  it  down.  I  believe  it  is  the  senti- 
ment of  the  people  of  Boston  today  to  abolish 
that  qualification.  It  that  is  not  their  sentiment, 
when  the  amendment  comes  before  them  they  can 
vote  it  down.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  petitioning 
the  Legislature  for  any  measure  that  will  be  of  the 
benefit  to  the  Commonwealth  that  I  think  this  one 
will  be. 

Alderman  Slade— I  look  upon  this  matter  a  lit- 
tle differently  from  the  usual  petitions  that  we 
send  to  the  Legislature  for  some  act  that  is  par- 
ticularly for  the  city  of  Boston.  This  is  a  matter 
that  concerns  the  whole  State.  The  usual  peti- 
tions we  send  to  the  Legislature  concern  the  city 
of  Boston  alone.  If  this  matter  concerned  the 
city  of  Boston  alone,  like  many  other  petitions  we 
send  to  the  Legislature,  I  should  look  upon  it  in  a 
little  different  light  from  what  I  do  now.  But, 
really,  I  cannot  bring  myself  up  to  the  position  of 
voting  for  the  order. 

Alderman  Flynn— It  seems  to  me  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  ought  to  take  the  initiative  in  this 
matter.  We  are  one-fifth  of  the  population  of  the 
State.  The  Alderman  has  put  in  an  order  asking 
for  the  opinion  of  the  City  Government  on  this 
matter.  If  the  Aldermen  do  not  believe 
it  is  a  proper  matter  to  put  before  the 
Legislature,  then  they  will  vote  it  down. 
But  the  Alderman  says  he  is  not  here 
to  petition  for  the  citizens  of  Boston.  He  says 
that  if  we  petition,  it  will  be  committing  the 
whole  city  of  Boston  to  this  measure.  That  is 
about  the  purport  of  his  remarks.  Now,  I  be- 
lieve we  are  here  for  that  purpose.  We  are  here 
to  legislate  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  and  to 
ask  the  Legislature  to  do  that  which  will  be  for 
the  interests  of  the  people.  You  cannot  apply  to 
anybody  else  to  do  this  matter,  unless  by  personal 
petitions.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  there  certainly 
can  be  no  harm  in  asking  for  this  amendment. 
After  it  is  adopted  by  the  Legislature  it  has  got 
to  go  before  the  people.  What  harm  can  be  done 
by  that?  It  cannot  have  been  put  in  here  for 
party  purposes.  One  party  is  as  deep  in  the  mud 
as  the  other  is  in  the  mire.  Both  parties  have 
been  spending  money  to  the  extent  of  thousands 
of  dollars,  as  the  Alderman  has  said.  I  believe  the 
sooner  we  can  do  away  with  this  expenditure  of 
money  in  elections,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
public.  Today  no  man  can  be  elected  to  Congress 
without  a  barrel  of  money.  A  man  with  learning, 
ability,  and  all  the  qualifications  to  fit  him  for  the 
position,  cannot  be  elected  unless  he  has  a  barrel 
to  spend.  It  seems  to  me  the  order  is  a  proper 
one,  and  I  hope  the  Board  will  pass  it. 

Alderman  Slade — I  only  want  to  say  that  my 
experience  in  this  matter  of  spending  money  in 
elections  is  that  it  is  no  worse  in  Massachusetts 
than  in  New  Hampshire,  where  this  qualification 
does  not  exist.  Candidates  for  office  have  got  to 
spend  money,  and  will  spend  it. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  ask  if  the  paying  of 
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a  tax  is  one  of  the  qualifications  of  a  voter  in 
New  Hampshire— whether  a  person  is  obliged  to 
pay  a  poll  tax  before  he  votes? 

Alaerman  Slade— No,  it  is  not. 

Alderman  Flynn — Then  it  is  entirely  different. 
In  this  State  a  "man  has  to  pay  a  tax  before  he 
can  vote. 

Alderman  Slade— I  mean  to  say  that  the  doing 
away  with  the  poll-tax  qualification  will  not  stop 
the  'expenditure  of  money.  They  have  had  to 
spend  money  in  New  Hampshire  and  other  States 
where  this  qualification  does  not  exist  as  much  as 
they  did  here  in  Atassachusetts.  I  think  they 
spend  all  they  can  get,  and  would  spend  twice  as 
much  more. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  would  like  to  ask  the  Al- 
derman who  spoke  in  favjr  of  abolishing  the  poll 
tax  if  he  supposes  that  will  lessen  the  amount  of 
money  spent  for  election  purposes  in  cities  and 
towns— if  there  would  not  be  just  as  much  money 
spent  as  there  is  at  the  present  time?  To  be  sure, 
it  will  be  spent  in  different  ways.  A  good  deal  of 
money  is  now  spent  in  paying  poll  taxes.  But  I 
know  a  great  many  people  who  pay  their  poll 
taxes  do  not  go  to  the  polls.  If  this  poll-tax  sys- 
tem is  abolished,  is  it  going  to  remedy  the  evil  ? 
Is  there  not  going  to  be  just  as  much  money 
spent?  These  men  who  have  money  want  offices, 
and  many  voters  know  what  is  wanted,  and  that 
the  parties  are  able  and  willing  to  pay  them. 
Is  n't  it  an  evil  we  will  always  have?  and  can  we 
legislate  against  it? 

Alderman  Flynn — In  answer  to  the  Alderman  I 
would  say  that  if  a  man  was  allowed  to  register 
without  paying  a  poll  tax,  he  would  go  to  the 
polls  much  more  independent  than  he  does  now; 
that  he  would  feel  that  he  has  a  right  to  vote; 
that  he  would  vote  for  whom  he  pleased  instead 
of  beiug  watched  by  those  who  paid  his  tax  to 
see  that  he  voted  their  particular  tickft.  It  has 
been  the  case  in  my  own  district,  I  know,  where 
political  parties  paid  not  only  the  dollar  tax,  but 
as  high  as  two  dollars,  influencing  them  in  a  man- 
ner to  lead  them  to  believe  that  the  parties  might 
vote  not  only  for  State  candidates,  but  also  for 
candidates  "for  city  offices.  Those  men  were 
afraid  to  vote  as  they  wished.  They  believe  to- 
day that  they  can  vote  at  the  city  elections  on 
account  of  the  payment  of  the  two-dollar  tax. 

Alderman  Tucker — Could  not  these  same  men 
reach  those  parties  just  as  well  without  paying 
any  poll  tax? 

Alderman  Flynn — My  friend,  the  Alderman  on 
my  right,  says  that  up  in  New  Hampshire  where 
they  have  to  pay  no  tax  at  all  as  a  qualification 
for  voting,  they  spend  more  money  in  buying 
voters  than  is  spent  in  Boston.  They  buy  them 
there,  and  I  do  not  know  but  that  they  buy  them 
here.  But  I  say  that  if  the  poll  tax  were  abol- 
ished, men  would  be  more  independent  than  they 
are  if  parties  pay  their  taxes  for  them. 

Alderman  O'Brien— There  is  another  point  the 
Alderman  ought  to  consider — the  nominations 
for  office.  I  guarantee  to  say  that  no  man  is 
nominated  for  Congress  in  the  city  of  Boston 
unless  he  has  a  barrel  full  of  money  with  which 
to  pay  poll  taxes.  The  first  consideration  in 
nominating  a  man  for  Congress  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  has  been  for  some  years 
past,  is  the  money  he  has  behind  him,  not  the 
ability  of  the  man  to  serve  the  citizens  of  Boston 
in  Congress,  but  the  amount  of  money  he  has  to 
pay  for  poll  taxes  to  guarantee  and  make  sure 
his  election.  That  I  consider  the  most  important 
of  all  the  considerations  on  this  question.  Boston 
ought  to  be  represented  in  Congress  by  her  ablest 
men,  but  it  is  well  known  that  nothing  but  money 
can  secure  a  congressional  seat  from  Boston. 
There  is  the  greatest  evil.  We  want  to  send  men 
to  Congress  who  are  able  to  represent  us,  who  are 
not  mere  money  bags.  We  want  to  throw  open 
the  representation  of  the  city  in  Congress  to  our 
best  man,  even  if  be  has  not  a  dollar  in  his  pocket, 
and  I  say  that  today  such  men  are  shut  out  from 
seats  in  Congress  by  the  fact  that  20,000  of  our 
voters  are  holding  back  for  somebody  to  pay 
their  poll  taxes,  and  as  soon  as  the  nominations 
for  Congress  are  made  the  poll  taxes  begin  to  be 
paid  and  the  poor  candidate  has  to  suffer.  That 
is  the  greatest  evil  arising  from  this  matter. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  want  to  call  the  atteiaion  of 
the  Board  to  the  tact  that  at  the  last  meeting  Al- 
derman O'Brien  introduced  this  order  before  any 
one  had  been  elected  to  Congress.  So  it  cannot 
be  charged  upon  him  that  by  advocating  this  or- 
der, because  one  person  is  elected  or  defeated, 
that  it  was  done  for  party  purposes.    He  offered 


it  in  good  faith,  not  knowing  who  would  be  elect- 
ed either  in  the  third  or  fourth  district. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  think  any  member  of 
this  Board  questions  that.  I  did  not  for  one.  I 
think  the  Alderman  is  honest  in  his  remarks.  I 
do  not  Know  but,  if  I  was  in  the  Legislature,  I 
should  act  favorably  upon  this  order.  I  think 
I  should,  but  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  feel  like 
passing  this  order  here,  and  asking  the 
Mayor  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and  request 
the  adoption  of  such  an  amendment.  Every 
member  here  might  sign  a  petition  for  this.  I 
do  not  like  the  law  as  it  is.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  Alderman  intends  to  relieve  any  one  from 
paying  a  tax.  Every  citizen  is  required  to  pay 
some  tax  in  most  of  the  States.  In  some  of  the 
States  every  man  has  to  pay  a  tax  even  if  he  is  a 
stranger  and  has  been  in  the  town  or  city  only  a 
month  or  two.  I  understand  that  to  be  the  case 
in  many  places. §  But  when  you  come  down  to  this 
question  of  the  qualifications  for  voting,  it  is  an 
entirely  different  matter,  which  ought  to  go  to 
the  Legislature  in  another  way.  Let  it  go  to  the 
Legislature  by  petition  from  citizens  in  every 
town  and  city.  Every  town  is  as  much  interested 
in  it  as  Boston  is.  I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
that  before  a  man  is  nominated  the  question  is, 
how  much  of  a  barrel  has  he  to  spend;  and  they 
nominate  men  more  for  money,  perhaps,  than  for 
brains.  It  is  all  wrong,  and  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  a  man  in  this  city  wdio  justifies  it. 

Alderman  Caton— I  think  myself  that  this  buy- 
ing of  votes  is  a  growing  evil.  If  there  can  be  a 
remedy  it  ought  to  be  applied.  I  think  the  abol- 
ishing of  this  poll  tax  as  a  qualification  for  voting 
would  do  some  good.  At  all  events,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  do  any  harm  to  petition  the  Legislature, 
for  then  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  could 
discuss  and  act  upon  it,  and  something  might 
come  out  of  it  which  would  inure  to  the  benefit  of 
the  people  by  stopping  this  buying  of  votes.  I 
think  something  ought  to  be  done,  and  should  be 
in  favor  of  petitioning  the  Legislature  to  take 
such  action  as  they  saw  fit. 

Alderman  W bitten— This  matter  has  been  thor- 
oughly discussed  and  perhaps  I  can  throw  no  new 
light  upon  it.  But  I  simply  want  to  place  myself 
upon  record  as  against  anything  of  this  kind,  be- 
cause I  do  not  believe  in  it.  I  believe  the  right  of 
suffrage  is  cheap  enough  today.  Any  man  can 
vote  by  paying  $2  poll  tax.  I  do  not  think  a  man 
appreciates  the  privilege  of  living  here  and  en- 
joying and  exeicising  the  right  of  suffrage  unless 
he  pays  some  tax.  So  far  as  the  expense  of  con- 
ducting elections  is  concerned,  I  believe  it  will  be 
just  as  much  if  the  poll  tax  is  abolished  as  it  is 
now,  and  probably  more,  tor  such  operations  are 
now  confined  to  those  whose  taxes  are  paid; 
whereas,  if  ihere  were  no  restriction,  the  number 
would  be  greatly  increased.  In  such  a  case  the 
cities  and  towns  will  lose  the  poll  taxes  they  now 
collect  before  men  can  vote.  I  shall  vote  against 
the  order  and  hope  it  will  not  be  adopted. 

Alderman  O'Brien — It  does  not  follow  that 
cities  and  towns  will  lose  this  poll-tax.  As  I  have 
shown,  the  poll-tax  is  assessed  on  over  93,000 
people  in  Boston,  and  over  53,000  voted  at  the  last 
election.  But  there  were  40,000  who  did  not  show 
themselves  at  the  polls.  It  does  not  follow  that 
if  you  abolish  the  poll-tax  as  a  qualification  for 
voting  the  cities  or  towns  will  lose  the  tax. 

Alderman  Whitten — You  say  there  were  some 
20,000  whose  taxes  were  paid  for  them? 

Alderman  O'Brien — Yes. 

Alderman  Whitten— The  city  will  lose  those. 
Those  parties  are  purchasable;  they  do  not  intend 
to  pay  their  taxes,  and  if  the  poll-tax  is  abol- 
ished they  will  come  up  and  take  the  money 
themselves,  and  the  city  will  lose  what  it  now  re- 
ceives from  their  taxes. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  have  not  given  this  sub- 
ject much  thought,  so  that  I  can  say  much  about 
it,  but  I  agree  with  Alderman  Slade  and  should 
hardly  feel  willing  to  vote  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  anything  that  we  don't  know  whether 
the  people  want  or  not.  I  do  not  see  anything 
whereby  this  Board  knows  that  ihe  people  want 
it.  If  they  did  they  would  go  to  the  Legislature 
with  their  petitions  just  as  well  as  this  Board  can. 
H  a  petition  had  come  to  this  Board  and  the 
people  had  appeared  to  be  in  favor  of  it,  I  might 
favor  petitioning  the  Legislature.  If  I  was  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  1  don't  know  but 
what  1  should  vote  to  repeal  this  qualification, 
with  what  little  thought  I  have  given  it;  but  I 
shall  vote  against  petitioning  the  Legislature 
now,  for  the  reason  that  I  do  Snot  know  Whether 
the  people  want  it   or   not.    If  the   people   want 
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anything-  of  this  kind  lot  theni  go  right  to  head- 
quarters tor  it. 

Alderman  Flynn— If  I  remember  aright,  the 
constitutional  amendment  on  the  reading  and 
writing  qualifications  emanated  from  this  Hoard. 
This  Board  then  saw  tit  to  express  an  opinion  as 
to  the  feasibility  of  petitioning:  the  Legislature 
for  a  constitutional  amendment  of  that  kind. 
Now,  as  I  understand  my  friends  on  the  left  and 
right,  they  do  not  want  to  have  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  this  Board  in  favor  of  going  to  the 
Legislature,  unless  the  people  themselves  petition 
for  such  an  act.  There  certainly  can  be  no  harm 
in  passing  the  order  offered  by  Alderman  O'Brien, 
as  expressing  the  feeling  of  this  Board,  who  rep- 
resent the  people  throughout  the  city. 

Alderman  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  order  was  rejected — yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Caton,  Flynn,  O'Brien,  Wool- 
ley— 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  Slade,  Thorn- 
dike,  Tucker,  Viles,  Walbridge,  Wnitten— 8. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

HIGHLAND  PARK. 

The  following,  signed  by  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co., 
N.  J.  Bradlee  &  Co.  and  486  others,  was  re- 
ceived and  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Common,  etc.,  and  sent  down: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston — 
Respectfully  represent  the  undersigned,  residents 
or  owners  of  real  estate  in  Boston,  that  they  have 
noticed  with  great  interest  and  satisfaction  the 
order  passed  Nov.  1,  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  sent  down  for  concurrence  to  the  Common 
Council,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Common  and 
Public  Parks  consider  the  expediency  of  purchas- 
ing the  property  recently  bought  by  the  trustees 
of  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital  on  Fort  avenue,  and  of 
adding  the  same  to  Highland  Park;  and  they  re- 
spectfully but  earnestly  ask  the  careful  consider- 
ation of  this  matter  by  the  City  Council. 

Your  petitioners  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
set  forth  at  length  all  the  reasons  which  render 
the  acquisition  of  this  property  by  the  city  and  its 
additiou  to  Highland  Park  so  important  and  de- 
sirable, but  they  desire  briefly  to  call  attention  to 
the  following  points: 

First— The  estate  in  question  adjoins  Highland 
Park,  and  is  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  park,  and 
on  the  two  remaining  sides  by  streets,  and  is 
therefore  most  favorably  situated  for  the  |pur- 
pose,  as  no  adjoining  estates  will  be  encroached 
upon  or  injured,  while  the  whole  neighborhood 
will  be  much  beneiited  and  improved. 

Second— The  estate  is  a  part  of  the  land  which 
was  the  site  of  the  old  fort  at  the  siege  of  Boston, 
and  immediately  adjoins  that  part  of  Highland 
Park  on  which  the  city  has  recent'y  erected  a 
monument  commemorative  of  those  events  and 
times,  which  should  never  be  effaced  from  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  American  citizens,  but  which 
are  so  apt  to  be  forgotton,  unless  perpetuated  by 
visible  monuments. 

Third — The  land  which  would  by  its  purchase 
be  annexed  to  the  park,  while  admirably  adapted 
by  its  commanding  position  and  its  extensive 
views,  especially  to  the  south  and  west,  to  the 
purposes  of  a  public  pleasure  ground,  is  wholly 
unfitted  for  the  erection  of  dwelling  houses  and 
for  building  purposes  by  reason  of  rocks  and 
ledges,  by  its  elevation  above  the  surrounding 
streets,  and  by  the  impossibility  of  providing 
proper  drainage,  except  at  very  great  expense. 

Fourth— While  the  position  of  the  building  now 
on  the  land  is  a  great  injury  to  the  park,  the  erec- 
tion of  other  buildings  would  work  a  still  greater 
injury,  both  by  destroying  the  prospect  to  the 
west,  by  cutting  down  the  land  to  the  grade  of 
the  surrounding  streets,  and  by  the  necessity  of 
building  a  very  high  and  expensive  retaining  wall 
along  the  line  of  the  park. 

Should  it  be  purchased  for  an  addition  to  the 
park,  but  little  change  would  be  required  beyond 
the  removal  of  the  present  buildings;  and  the  ex- 
pense of  putting  the  grounds  (on  which  there  are 
now  many  fine  ornamental  trees)  in  order  for 
public  use  would  be  very  trifling;  while  at  the 
same  time  the  whole  cost  of  about  $20,000,  in 
securing  to  the  city  an  addition  to  its  present 
property  which  is  now  very  desirable  and  may 
become  absolutely  necessary  to  its  preservation, 
would  be  abundantly  compensated  in  the  in- 
creased value  of  the  estates  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  by  the  improvement  at  an  early  day  of  all  the 
unoccupied  land. 

Similar  petitions  were  received,  signed  by — 

Home  Savings  Bank; 

Charles  F.  Donnelly  and  10  others; 


George  Warren  and  6  others; 

Arthur  Buruham  and  50  others; 

Hollis  &  Snow  and  7  others; 

John  Mahan  &  Sons  and  8  others; 
and  were  referred  to  the  same  committee.     Sent 
down. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Chelsea  (North)  Bridge  at  the 
rate  of  $1000  per  annum,  and  of  his  "Assistant 
Superintendent  at  $800  per  annum.  Accepted, 
and  the  order  fixing-  salaries  as  above  was  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Parks  to  report 
what  real  estate  now  owned  by  the  city  and  not 
otherwise  pledged  can  be  sold  for  purchase  of 
public  parks.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  George  L.  Wilson  and  others, 
constables,  being  presented  duly  certified,  were 
approved  by  the  Board. 

The  bond'of  William  F.  Davis,  Water  Registrar, 
being  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the  Board. 
auditor's  exhibit. 

The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  (City  Doc.  123) 
of  the  appropriations  on  the  1st  day  of  November 
was  received  and  sent  down. 

Total  appropriations,  $15,228,385.53:  expendi- 
tures, $8,039,484.33;  balance  unexpended,  $7,188,- 
901.20. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the 
quarter  ending  Oct.  31  was  received  and  sent 
down.  Receipts,  $18,731.35;  disbursements,  $20,- 
638.08:  balance,  $2661.05. 

CITY  CLERK'S  QUARTERLY  REPORT. 

The  report  of  the  City  Clerk  for  the  quarter 
ending  Oct.  31  was  received  and  sent  down.  Re- 
ceived and  paid  City  Collector  $778.70. 

CONDITION    OF    THE    SUDBURY    RIVER  WATER 
BASINS. 

The  following  was  received,  accepted  and  sent 
down:  Boston  Water  Board  Office,  r 

Nov.  8,  1880.      ) 

To  the  City  Council— The  Boston  Water  Board 
in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  City  Council 
directing  them  to  report  "the  present  condition 
of  the  water  in  the  Sudbury  River  basin,  with 
reference  to  its  fitness  for  domestic  use.  and  what 
steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  to  remedy  the  dis- 
agreeable smell  and  flavor  of  the  water  now  dis- 
tributed in  the  city,"  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  above  order, 
the  Sudbury  aqueduct  was  supplied  with  water 
from  Basin  3.  Although  this  water  was  known  to 
contain  a  large  number  of  microscopic  plants, 
belonging  to  the  family  of  Algse,  it  became 
necessary  to  draw  from  this  basin  in  order  to 
maintain  the  supply.  Basin  2  had  already  been 
drawn  down,  and  the  water  in  Basin  1 
was  in  a  worse  condition  than  that  in 
Basin  3.  Fortunately,  before  Basin  3  was 
used  to  supply  the  city,  its  water  had  somewhat 
improved  in  taste  and  flavor,  and  an  additional 
gain  was  made  in  the  passage  through  Farm 
Pond;  the  disagreeable  taste,  however,  developed 
fully  in  the  pipes,  but  has  since  greatly  improved, 
if  not  almost  disappeared. 

An  examination  by  experts  has  been  made,  but 
without  discovering  either  the  cause  of  the  taste 
or  any  practicable  method  for  removing  it. 

The'  Water  Board  regretted  very  much  to  be 
obliged  to  use  the  water,  but,  as  it  was  known  to 
contain  nothing  absolutely  harmful,  and  there 
was  no  other  water  at  command,  owing  to  the 
severe  drought,  there  was  no  other  course  to 
pursue. 

During  the  use  of  Basin  3,  Basin  2  gained  a 
considerable  amount  of  water,  amounting  to 
about  220,000,000  gallons,  which  is  now  flowing 
to  the  city,  but  it  will  not  last  long  unless  reen- 
forced  by  rains.    It  is  excellent  in  quality. 

In  the  construction  of  the  Sudbury  system,  this 
board  have  adopted  every  means  Known  to  them 
to  avoid  the  necessity  of  sending  anything  but 
the  best  water  to  the  city.  Iron  pipes  were  laid 
in  Basin  1,  at  a  large  additional  expense,  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  the  water  from  the  basins 
independent  of  each  other,  and  this  system  has 
been  in  use  during  the  whole  season;  also  large 
areas  of  low  meadow  were  excavated  and  the 
shore  graded,  and  an  additional  dam  was  built  in 
Basin  2  to  keep  its  upper  portions  flooded. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  water  in  newly- 
built  basins  will  be  as  good  during  the  first  year 
or  two  of  their  use  as  it  will  be  afterwards,  and 
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the  present  drought  has  left  no  choice  in  the  use 
of  the  different  l>asins. 

Boston  Water  Board, 

By  L.  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 

GASTON  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction: 

Report  on  request  of  the  School  Committee 
recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  be  authorized  to 
purchase,  for  a  site  for  a  primary  schooFhouse  in 
the  Gaston  School  district,  a  lot  of  land  situated 
on  O  street,  containing  about  16,000  square  feet, 
more  or  less,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $0000;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Primary  Schoolhouse,  City  Point.  Order  passed. 
Sent  down. 

BEGULATION  OF  TELEGRAPH  AND  TELEPHONE 
WIRES. 

The  Board  took  up  one  of  the  special  assign- 
ments for  this  meeting,  viz.: 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  next  Legis- 
lature for  necessary  amendments  to  the  act  relat- 
ing to  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  and  poles. 

Alderman  Caton  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee  be 
anpointed  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil- 
First— The  capital  stock  of  all  telegraph  and  tel- 
ephone companies  doing  business  in  this  city. 

Second — Tne  amount  of  taxes  paid  by  such  com- 
panies in  Boston. 

Third— AVhether  measures  cannot  be  devised  for 
relieving  the  streets  from  the  unsightly  poles 
that  have  become  so  numerous  and  objectionable. 

Fourth — Whether,  if  the  above-named  com- 
panies are  to  be  permitted  to  maintain  telegraph 
poles  in  the  streets,  they  should  not  be  required 
to  pay  for  the  privilege. 

Fifth — Whether  the  public  would  not  be  served 
equally  as  well  if  all  telegraph  and  telephone 
companies  were  required  to  obtain  a  right  of  way 
and  erect  their  poles  in  the  rear  of  buildings. 

Sixth— What  legislation  is  necessary  to  regulate 
the  erection  of  telegraph  and  telephone  lines  in 
Boston,  with  special  reference  to  the  removal  of 
the  poles  from  the  public  streets. 

Alderman  Caton  moved  that  the  order  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  be  referred  to  the  special 
committee  named  in  the  order  offered  by  liim  in 
case  it  should  be  passed. 

Alderman  Slade — I  was  not  aware  that  any- 
thing of  this  kind  was  coming  in,  and  I  do  not 
fully  appreciate  it  now,  having  heard  the  order 
lead  but  once,  I  do  not  object  to  this  matter 
being  referred  to  a  special  committee  either,  I 
asked  to  have  the  order  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture laid  upon  the  table,  that  I  might  look  into 
the  subject  a  little  and  see  what  in  my  judgment 
could  be  done,  if  anything.  I  do  not  believe  in 
petitioning  the  Legislature  for  anything,  unless 
we  can  tell  them  what  we  want.  This  petitioning 
the  Legislature  to  do  certain  things,  we  cannot 
tell  what,  and  leaving  it  to  some  one  who  has  an 
axe  to  grind  that  he  cannot  trust  with  the  City 
Council,  I  do  not  believe  in.  But  I  have  looked 
over  this  matter.  In  our  discussion  here  in  the 
early  part  of  the  season,  in  regard  to 
putting  this  matter  into  the  hands  of 
the  Fire  Department,  1  was  led  to  study  the 
law  and  understand  it  better  than  I  ever  did  be- 
fore. The  more  I  study  the  subject  the  less  I 
think  of  the  ordinance  that  was  reported  to  this 
Board  from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  may  be  allowed,  I  will  read  a 
section  from  the  General  Statutes,  which  is  this: 

"The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  cities,  and  the  Se- 
lectmen of  towns,  may  authorize  any  person, 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  pre- 
scribe, and  subject  to  the  provisions  of  chapter 
64  of  the  General  Statutes  as  far  as  applicable,  to 
construct  for  private  n  se  a  line  of  electric  telegraph 
upon  and  along  the  highways  and  public  roads  of 
the  city  or  town.  After  the  erection  of  such  line,the 
posts  and  structures  thereof  within  the  location 
of  such  highways  and  roads  shall  become  the  prop- 
erty of  the  city  or  town,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the 
regulation  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
or  Selectmen,  who  may  at  any  time  require  alter- 
ations in  the  location  or  erection  of  such  posts 
and  structures  to  be  made  by  the  parties  using 
the  same,  and  may  order  the  removal  thereof, 
having  first  given  such  parties  notice,  and  an  op- 
portunity to  be  heard.  The  city  or  town  may,  at 
any  time,  attach  wires  for  its  own  use  to  such 
posts  and  structures,  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
or  Selectmen  may  permit  other  persons  to  attach 
wires  for  their  private  use  thereto,  or  to  posts 


and  structures  established  by  the  city  or  town, 
and  may  prescribe  such  terms  and  conditions 
therefor  as  they  sball  deem  reasonable." 

That  is  all  there  is  to  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  surveyors  of  highways, 
have  the  whole  matter  in  their  hands,  and 
can  do  anything  with  the  poles.  We  can  allow 
them  to  be  put  up,  and  order  them  taken 
down.  There  are  several  petitions  before  us 
to  take  down  poles.  We  must  have  these  poles 
and  wires,  because  the  people  want  them.  What 
is  to  be  done  with  them  if  left  entirely  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  as  it  should  be?  I  was  going 
to  move  that  the  order  to  petition  the  Legislature 
be  indefinitely  postponed,  because  1  think  we 
have  law  enough— all  that  is  needed.  I  know 
there  are  parties  who  are  studying  for  somo 
method  of  carrying  this  electricity  under  ground. 
They  have  succeeded  in  part  for  telegraph  pur- 
poses, but  for  telephone  purposes  they  have  not 
yet  been  successful.  A  company  was  chartered 
here  for  that  purpose,  but  their  capital  stock  was 
so  small  they  did  not  begin  it.  The  parties  in- 
terested in  these  telephone  and  telegraph  wires 
are  trying  to  invent  some  means  of  getting  rid  of 
these  poles  in  the  streets,  and  ruuning  the 
lines  upon  the  tops  of  the  buildings.  I  will 
vote  for  the  order  offered  by  the  Alderman,  but 
should  like  to  have  the  other  order  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Alderman  Caton— This  seems  to  be  a  serious 
■subject,  and  it  will  be  more  so  every  year.  We 
know  the  telephone  is  only  in  its  infancy,  and  it 
seems  to  me  this  would  be  a  very  proper  thing  for 
a  special  committee  to  consider.  "There  has  been 
no  concert  of  action  in  this  Board  upon  the  sub- 
ject this  year.  Hardly  any  of  us  have  been  able 
to  give  an  opinion  as  to'  how  we  thought  this 
thing  ought  to  be  done,  and  I  thought  the  best 
way  to  reach  a  conclusion  would  be  to  appoint 
such  a  committee.  It  is  a  serious  question  and 
will  continue  to  be  more  so.  It  is  only  a  few 
days  since  a  gentleman  on  Charter  street  came 
to  me  with  a  grievance.  The  telephone  folks 
had  placed  a  pole  in  front  of  his  store  and  it 
causes  the  water  to  run  into  his  cellar  every  rain. 
Whether  this  is  the  right  thing  I  do  not  know, 
but  I  think  something  should  be  done.  There 
ought  to  be  some  concert  of  action.  The  Board 
of  Aldermen  ought  to  take  the  initiative  and 
try  to  arrange  the  matter  so  that  it  will  be  satis- 
factory, and  so  that  the  abutters  on  streets  where 
telephone  poles  are  located  will  be  protected. 

Alderman  Slade — If  any  man  has  such  a  griev- 
ance as  that  referred  to  by  the  Alderman,  it  will 
be  attended  to  if  he  will  come  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  in  whose  hands  the  matter  has 
been  placed  by  this  Board.  If  the  committee  look 
at  the  pole  and  find  that  by  moving  it  a  little  way, 
or  that  it  requires  to  be  set  in  a  less  objectionable 
position,  of  course  it  will  be  done.  I  do  not  know 
what  power  on  earth  will  do  it  better  than  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  If  we  are  not  competent  to 
do  it,  I  don't  know  who  is.  Any  person  can  see 
that  we  cannot  sell  the  location  for  these  tele- 
phone poles  in  the  street.  If  we  do  the  companies 
will  keep  tbem.  At  all  events  I  cannot  see  how 
the  present  condition  of  the  matter  can  be  bet- 
tered. I  do  not  object  to  the  Alderman's  order, 
but  should  like  to,  have  the  other  matter  indefi- 
nitely postponed.' 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  think  this  telegraph  and 
telephone  matter  is  quite  a  serious  affair.  The 
poles  seem  to  be  put  along  the  streets  just  as  the 
corporations  want  them,  and  it  does  not  make 
any  difference  what  the  residents  want.  The 
companies  put  iu  a  petition,  and  the  first  thing 
you  know  the  poles  are  set  up,  and  the  wires 
placed  across  them.  I  would  just  as  leave  have  an 
elevated  railroad  through  the  streets  as  so  many  of 
those  poles.  Some  means  should  be  taken  to  stop 
it.  If  citizens  build  a  handsome  street,  and  nice 
residences  are  put  up,  the  first  thing  you  know  a 
corporation  comes  in,  asks  to  put  up  poles  in  the 
street,  and  the  privilege  is  granted.  Some  other 
method  ought  to  be  obtained,  to  say  the  least.  The 
only  thing  the  city  gains  is  the  right  to  put  a 
Fire  Department  wire  on  top  of  the  poles.  A 
great  many  of  the  streets  are  laid  out  in  such  a 
way  that  the  poles  might  be  set  in  the  rear  of  the 
houses,  if  that  could  be  done  just  as  well  by  the 
corporation.  I  have  no  suggestion  to  make,  but 
if  the  order  of  Alderman  Caton  is  adopted  it 
may  bring  something  definite  before  us. 

Alderman  Tucker — 1  think  the  Alderman  last 
up  does  not  fully  understand  the  matter.  The  tel- 
egraph and  telephone  companies  do  not  get  every 
location  they  desire.    The  Committee  on  Paving 
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often  make  changes  in  the  locations  of  the  poles 
first  petitioned  for.  I  merely  make  this  explana- 
tion to  show  that  the  Committee  on  Paving  have 
considered  the  matter  and  taken  naction  wisely. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  think  the  Alderman  on  my 
eft  is  very  nearly  correct  when  he  says  these 
telegraph  and  telephone  poles  are  a  detriment  to 
pa/ties  doing  business  on  the  streets  where  they 
are  located.  For  instance,  South  street  has  been 
widened  at  a  very  large  expense.  Two  weeks  a«o 
the  board  passed  an  order  giving  a  telephone 
company  the  exclusive  right  to  put  poles  on 
South  street,  and  no  other  company  can  use  those 
poles,  which  I  consider  entirelv  wrong.  I  do  not 
think  they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  go  through  the 
streets  to  the  detriment  of  other  companies.  I 
think  the  Alderman  is  right,  and  I  would  just  as 
lief  have  an  elevated  railroad  through  a  street. 
Hereafter,  I  don't  care  what  the  committee  re- 
port, but  I  propose  to  object  to  any  location  of 
telegraph  poles  until  the  parties  on  the  line  of 
the  street  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  and  I 
shall  ask  that  orders  for  the  location  of  poles  be 
laid  over  in  order  to  give  the  abutters  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Slade — The  Alderman  is  mistaken  in 
one  thing.  The  Telephone  Company  has  not  the 
exclusive  right  to  the  polls.  We  do  not  give  them 
the  exclusive  right.  They  say  they  cannot  use 
the  telephone  wires  on  these  strong,  heavy  tele- 
graph poles,  the  noise  being  so  great  that  it  ob- 
structs the  hearing.  I  will  say  to  the  Alderman 
on  my  left  that  his  remarks  are  correct.  Scarce- 
ly any  person  wants  a  telegraph  pole  in  front  of 
his  house  or  place  of  business.  Furthermore,  we 
know  that  nearly  every  man  doing  business  wants 
and  will  have  the  use  of  the  telephone  wire;  we 
have  got  to  give  them  accommodation  somehow, 
became  the  people  want  them,  just  as  they  did 
horse  railroads.  Almost  every  one  will  object  to  a 
horse  railroad  going  through  his  street,  but  after 
the  track  has  been  down  a  little  while  and  the 
people  have  got  accustomed  to  it,  they  ob- 
ject to  Its  being  taken  away.  But  these 
telegraph  and  telephone  poles  are  a  public 
necessity  and  a  public  nuisance  at  the  same  time. 
If  there  is  a  pole  in  front  of  the  Alderman's  build- 
ingorany  other  person's,  that  is  objectionable, 
it  can  be  moved.  We  generally  go  over  the 
line  where  they  want  to  set  the  poles.  They 
bring  in  a  map,  and  lots  are  marked  where  it 
is  intended  to  place  a  pole,  so  that  we  can  see 
exactly  where  every  pole  is  to  be  located.  If 
they  prove  objectionable  in  any  street,  they  can 
be  moved  and  put  somewhere  else.  It  is  entirely 
in  our  hands.  Still,  I  am  not  going  to  object  to 
the  order  offered  by  the  Alderman  opposite . 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  do  not  wish  to  be  under! 
stood  as  finding  fault  with  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  My  idea  in  supporting  this  order  is  to 
have  this  telegraph  and  telephone  business 
brought  before  the  public.  If  there  is  any  way 
for  them  to  go  under  ground  or  anywhere  else 
where  it  will  be  equally  well  for  the  corporations. 
I  want  to  see  it  adopted,  and  that  is  the  only  ob- 
ject I  have  in  voting  for  the  order.  I  know  we 
have  got  to  have  all  these  things.  But  1  hope 
some  improvement  can  be  made  in  the  method  of 
locating  the  wires. 

Alderman  Caton— I  do  not  want  the  Aldermen 
to  understand  thar  I  think  the  committee  do  not 
manage  the  affair  very  well.  But  it  seems  to  me 
as  this  is  under  the  Committee  on  Paving,  it  will 
drift  along  just  as  it  is  now,  and  we  shall  not 
have  any  improvement.  That  it  will  drift  along 
to  the  detriment  and  injury  of  abutters  on  the 
street,  and  we  shall  not  get  any  better  method. 
There  are  many  places  where  they  could  go 
through  the  back  passageways.  It  must  be  very 
annoying  to  a  man  with  a  fine  residence,  or  even 
if  it  is  not  so  tine,  to  have  a  telegraph  pole  in 
front  of  his  place.  I  think  this  will  bring  sug- 
gestions from  the  press  and  the  public  generally, 
by  which  some  means  of  improvement  will  be  de- 
vised, inasmuch  as  the  thing  will  be  increasing 
every  year.  That  is  my  object  in  offering  the  order. 
I  think  the  Committee  on  Paving  have  attended 
to  their  duty,  and  done  the  best  they  could. 

Alderman  Slade — The  remarks  of  the  Alderman 
opposite  have  called  to  my  mind  one  fact:  The 
petition  came  here  early  in  the  season  to  place 
telegraph  poles  in  Beacon  and  other  streets  on 
the  Back  Bay,  and  many  remonstrances  came  in. 
The  very  people  who  wanted  the  telephone  in 
their  houses  refused  to  let  the  company  put  its 
poles  in  the  back  passageway.  It  is  impossible 
to  get  a  man  to  agree  to  have  a  pole  in  his  back 
yard.  The  companies  do  not  want  to  buy  the 
privilege.    I  should  not  want  to  sell   a  telegraph 


company  the  right  to  place  a  pole  on  my  premises 
and  hold  it  there  under  any  circumstances.  If 
you  sell  such  a  right  to  them  they  are  going  to 
stay  there.  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  Alder- 
man's order,  but  I  should  like  to  have  the  other 
order  indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Caton — I  have  no  objections  to  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  order  from  the 
other  branch. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  order  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  order  offered  by  Alderman  Caton  was 
passed.  The  Chairman  appointed  Aldermen 
Caton,  Woolley  and  Breck  on  said  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Board.    Sent  down. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  POLICE  FORCE. 

The  Board  took  up  the  other  special  assign- 
ment, viz.,  Ordinance  to  increase  the  number  of 
police  patrolmen  by  ten  and  of  sergeants  to  sixteen 

Alderman  Flynn— I  shall  move  to  amend  that 
ordinance  so  that  the  increase  will  be  twenty  in- 
stead of  ten  patrolmen.  I  do  so  after  having 
had  a  consultation  with  the  chairman  of  the  Po- 
lice Commissioners  in  relation  to  the  appropria- 
tion which  they  have  at  present  for  the  pay  of 
twenty  additional  police  officers.  I  have  a  letter 
here  from  the  chairman  of  the  commissioners, 
which  I  will  read.    In  it  he  says— 

"My  Dear  Sir— The  Police  appropriation  for  the 
year  1879-80  will  prove  amply  sufficient  to  cover 
the  additional  twenty  men  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year.        [Signed  by]  Henry  Walker." 

So  I  would  move  that  the  number  be  twenty  in- 
stead of  ten. 

Alderman  Whitten— Is  that  until  the  first  of 
next  May? 

Alderman  Viles — At  the  time  the  Committee  on 
Police  considered  this  matter  of  increasing  the 
force  it  was  during  the  summer  when  there  were 
so  many  complaints  of  not  having  a  large  enough 
force.  The  Board  must  bear  in  mind  that  there 
were  100  men  on  vacations  during  the  summer, 
and  some  fifty  detailed  at  the  bathhouses,  which 
made  quite  a  difference  in  the  force.  The  com- 
mittee were  fully  aware  that  the  force  was  none 
too  large  and  would  like  to  have  recommended 
the  increase,  but  they  failed  to  see  where  the 
money  was  to  come  from,  and  thought  some  fu- 
ture committee  had  better  consider  it  in  making 
up  the  appropriation  for  the  year.  The  chairman 
of  the  Police  Commission  said  they  could  pay  ten 
men  out  of  their  appropriation,  and  the  commit- 
tee voted  to  recommend  the  increase  of  ten  men, 
which  will  make  the  number  74f, men  and  officers. 
Now  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  they  have  ODly 
money  enough  to  pay  these  twenty  men  until  the 
first  of  May,  and  for  every  man  we  appoint 
now  it  will  cost  a  thousand  dollars  next  year, 
which  will  be  $20,000  a  year.  The  appropriation 
for  this  year  was  $867,592,  which  is  quite  an  ex- 
pense to  the  city  of  Boston,  although  I  fully  be- 
lieve we  have  not  too  many  police.  I  have  no  par- 
ticular desire  to  oppose  this,  because  I  believe  the 
force  is  none  too  large;  but  we  are  drifting  to  a 
pretty  large  expense  for  the  police,  when  it  will 
take  $20,000  more  next  year.  They  tell  me  they 
have  not  enough  men,  and  have  constant  calls  for 
more.  I  shall  not  oppose  the  amendment,  al- 
though the  committee  voted  not  to  spend  any 
more  money  this  year  by  making  additions  to  the 
force,  which  would  require  an  additional  appro- 
priation. 

Alderman  Tucker — The  report  of  the  committee 
was  for  an  increase  of  ten  men.  Do  I  understand 
that  the  Police  Commissioners  now  come  in  and 
ask  for  ten  additional? 

Alderman  Flynn — They  asked  for  twenty  origi- 
nally, but  the  committee  reported  that  they  did 
not  have  money  enough  to  pay  but  for  ten.  In 
conversation  with  the  chairman  of  the  commis- 
sioners today,  he  informs  me  there  is  enough 
money  to  pay  for  twenty  men  as  originally  asked 
for  by  the  commissioners.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  admits  that  the  force  is  none  too  large. 

Alderman  Viles— I  do  not  understand  that  tbe 
chairman  of  the  Police  Commissioners  is  asking 
for  more  men.  It  is  the  people  who  are  petition- 
ing the  commissioners  for  them.  In  consultation 
with  the  commissioners  some  time  ago,  they 
stated  that  they  could  pay  for  ten  more  men,  and 
now  they  say  they  can  pay  for  ten  more  than  that. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  do  not  understand  it  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Police  Committee  does.  I  know 
that  they  asked  for  twenty  more  men  and  so 
many  sergeants.  I  know  that  in  South  Boston 
alone  we  could  utilize  many  more  men  than  we 
have  there.  In  Dorchester  they  need  more  men. 
A  sergeant  has  to  go  a  mile  and  a  half  before  he 
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can  meet  the  men  on  patrol.  They  need  more 
men  both  in  South  Boston  and  Dorchester.  As 
the  money  is  appropriated,  and  if  not  used  by  the 
department  it  will  go  back  into  the  Sinking 
Funds,  and  as  the  people  have  asked  for  this  in- 
crease, I  do  not  see  but  what  it  should   be  made. 

Alderman  Viles— I  want  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  increase  of  sergeants  does  not  in- 
crease the  force.  The  proposed  increase  of  the 
force  is  in  the  patrolmen. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  cail  attention 
to  the  fact  that  all  balances  left  over  at  the  end 
of  the  financial  year  help  to  make  our  taxes  so 
much  less  next  year.  We  have  dispensed  with 
the  turning  of  the  unexpended  balances  into  the 
Sinking  Funds. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Flynn,  making 
the  increase  twenty  patrolmen  instead  of  ten, 
was  adopted,  and  the  ordinance  as  amended  was 
passed.    Sent  down. 

NEW  PUBLIC  CLOCK  IN  DOKCHESTER. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department: 

Report  on  petition  of  D.  O'Callaghan  and  others, 
recommending  the  passage  of  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  be  authorized  to 
procure  a  suitable  clock  to  be  placed  in  the  tower 
ofjthe  church  of  St.  Augustine  on  Dorchester 
street,  it  being  understood  that  said  clock  is  to 
remain  the  property  of  the  city,  and  under  the 
care  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners; the  expense,  not  exceeding  §550,  to  be 
charged^to  the  appropriation  for  Fire  Department. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  have  no  particular  objec- 
jection  to  putting  a  clock  there.  But  after  it  is 
once  there,  does  that  order  compel  the  city  to 
keep  it  there  forever,  or  for  any  particular  time? 

Alderman  Caton— I  have  particular  objections 
to  this.  I  do  not  believe  in  it.  I  think  it  is  estab- 
lishing a  bad  precedent.  I  do  not  think  the  city 
of  Boston  ought  to  place  clocks  on  private  rowers 
and  churches.  It  is  a  mistake  to  do  it.  I  want  to 
go  on  record  against  it. 

Alderman  Woolley— In  answer  to  the  question 
of  the  Alderman  opposite,  the  clock  remains  the 
property  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  the  citv  has 
the  right  to  remove  it  at  all  times,  as  I  under- 
stand it.  So  far  as  this  matter  is  concerned,  the 
committee  have  given  it  quite  a  long  investiga- 
tion. They  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  investi- 
gate it,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  and 
the  public  that  a  clock  is  very  much  needed  in 
that  locality.  It  is  located  near  the  Shurtleff  and 
other  public  schools,  and  there  is  no  public  clock 
that  can  be  seen  in  that  district  for  quite  a  long 
distance.  It  will  be  a  great  accommodation  to 
the  public  and  especially  to  school  children.  It  is 
no  new  thing.  The  city  owns  a  great  many  pub- 
lic clocks  like  it,  not  only  on  its  own  public  build- 
ings but  on  private  buildings  also,  and  on 
churches  within  the  city  limits.  It  is  a  matter  to 
which  the  committee  gave  due  consideration,  and 
it  is  their  opinion  that  the  clock  should  be  placed 
there  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

Alderman  Caton— I  do  not  object  to  putting 
clocks  on  public  buildings  belonging  to  the  city. 
What  I  object  to  is  the  putting  of  clocks  on  build- 
ings belonging  to  other  parties. 

Alderman  Flynn -This  is  not  establishing  a 
precedent.  It  will  be  remembered  that  when  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Union  Building  in  Boyls- 
ton  street  was  erected,  the  city  appropriated  $500 
to  put  a  clock  on  it. 

Alderman  Caton— If  the  Alderman  will  allow 
me,  I  will  say  I  think  it  was  a  bad  precedent.  I 
never  would  have  voted  for  it. 

Alderman  Flynn— But  it  is  true  that  the  city  did 
it.  We  have  a.  clock  on  the  Old  South  Church, 
and  one  on  a  church  on  Hanover  street,  and  lots 
of  others.  This  is  not  a  precedent  started  by  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports   from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 
Minors'  Applications  Granted— Four  newsboys. 
Accepted. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following: 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards  of  this 
city  on  the  2d  inst. ,  for  national,  State  and  county 
officers,  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  they  re- 
port that  the  results  are  correctly  recorded  in 
the  City  Clerk's  office.  The  committee  having  re- 
ceived petitions  in  the  proper  form  for  a  re- 
examination of  the  original    ballots  cast  for  a 


member  of  the  47th  Congress  from  District  No.  4, 
report  that  they  have  recounted  said  ballots,  and 
that  the  result  is  unchanged  so  far  as  the  portion 
of  said  district  within  this  city  is  concerned.  The 
amended  result  as  exhibited  by  said  recount  is 
also  recorded  in  the  City  Clerk's  records.  In  ac- 
cordance with  petitions  duly  filed,  the  com- 
mittee also  examined  the  original  ballots 
cast  in  the  seventh  senatorial  district 
of  Suffolk  County,  and  the  amended  re- 
sult has  been  also  duly  recorded,  no  change  hav- 
ing been  made  in  the  person  returned  as  elected 
by  the  ward  officers.  The  committee  having  re- 
ceived requests  in  the  proper  form,  and  within 
the  prescribed  time,  for  the  recount  of  votes  cast 
for  representatives  to  the  General  Court  from 
Wards  7,  8,  16  and  20,  ask  for  further  time  in 
which  to  report  on  the  election  of  representatives. 
The  committee  recommend  that  the  usual  certifi- 
cates of  the  results  of  the  election  oa  Tuesday 
last  be  signed  and  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth.    For  the  Committee, 

James  J.  Flynn,  Chairman. 

Accepted,   and  the   request   for   further   time 
granted. 

Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  vote  in  the 
fourth  congressional  district: 
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BEMOVAL  OF  TREES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  reports  as  follows 
from  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board: 

Report  that  lea.ve  bo  granted  to  Middlesex  Rail- 
road Company  to  remove  the  trees  standing;  in 
front  of  their  estate  631  and  633  Main  street, 
Charles  town. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Mary  E.  Palmer  to  remove  a  tree  from  Bellevue 
street. 

That  no  further  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  Charles  H.  Plimpton,  that  a  dead  and  unsight- 
ly tree  in  Highland  street,  corner  Fort  avenue,  be 
removed,  the  tree  referred  to  having  been  found 
to  be  in  a  condition  dangerous  to  the  public,  it 
was  au  once  removed. 

Severally  accepted. 

CLAY  STREET  EXTENSION. 

Alderman  Flynn,  f  rom  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Solicitor  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized 
to  accept  and  approve  the  deed  of  the  estate  pur- 
chased of  George  O.  Fillebrown  and  William  H. 
Thayer,  on  Clay  street,  by  an  order  of  the  City 
Council  approved  Oct.  26,  1880,  subject  to  a  right 
of  way  four  feet  wide  upon  said  estate,  and  to  the 
right  of  certain  persons  to  draw  water  by  means 
of  lead  pipes  from  a  well  on  the  said  premises. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  §1200 
in  repairing  the  armory  of  Battery  A,  Light  Ar- 
tillery; to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Armories. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  not  exceeding  $1250  in  re- 
pairing and  fitting  up  the  armory  of  Company  G, 
Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories. 

Passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to  occupy  stables 
on  the  usual  conditions,  by  G.  W.  Hollis,'  Market 
street,  Ward  25,  and  S.  Walter  Wales,  on  Geneva 
avenue,  Ward  24.    Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from, 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  Nov.  1, 1880,  for  an  abatement  of  sewer 
tax  from  Samuel  C.  Smith  on  Kennard  avenue  be 
hereby  rescinded;  that  $26.02  be  abated  from  the" 
assessment  levied  upon  Samuel  C.  Smith  for  a 
sewer  in  Kennard  avenue,  and  that  the  same 
amount  be  assessed  upon  Fannie  A.  Tinkham; 
that  $3-1.42  be  abated  from  the  assessment  levied 
upon  Maria  Wheelock  for  a  sewer  in  Gaston  street, 
on  account  of  inability  to  pay;  that  $52.27  be. 
abated  from  the  assessment  levied  upon  John 
English's  heirs  for  a  sewer  in  Cambridge  street, 
Brighton,  on  account  of  over-estimate  of  land 
benefited. 

Passed, 

STONY  BROOK. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
Residences  of  the  Employe's. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Stony  Brook, 
who  were  directed  to  report  to  the  City  Council 
the  number  of  men  employed  on  the  work 
under  the  charge  of  said  committee,  and 
whether  said  men  are  resident  citizens  and 
taxpayers  of  Boston,  beg  leave  to  report 
as  follows:  At  the  time  the  inquiry  was  made 
there  were  160  men  and  2  boys  employed  on  Stony 
Brook;  6  men  were  absent  from  various  causes, 
and  their  residences  could  not  be  ascertained. 
The 'remaining  154  were  found  to  be  residents  of 
Boston.  One  boy  is  a  resident  of  Brookline  and 
the  other  of  Somerville.  Of  the  men  at  work  127 
were  taxpayers  and  27  were  not. 

Respectfully  submitted,  for  the  committee,  ; 
Clinton  Viles,  Chairman. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 


Increase  of  Wages. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Stony  Brook, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the"  Central 
Trades  and  Labor  Union  for  a  hearing  in  relation 
to  the  employment  of  members  by  the  city,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report:  The  com- 
mittee gave  the  petitioners  a  hearing,  at  which  it 
was  claimed  that  experienced  stone  masons  be- 
longing to  the  union  are  virtually  debarred  from 
working  on  the  Stony  Brook  improvement,  be- 
cause the  rate  paid  by  the  city  for  that  class  of 
labor  is  less  than  the  price  fixed  by  the  union,  and, 
consequently,  inferior  workmen  are  employed, 
to  the  detriment  of  the  works.  Upon  inquiry, 
the  committee  learn  that  the  price  paid  for  stone 
masons  employed  on  Stony  Brook  ($2.25  per  day) 
is  less  than  what  is  paid  in  other  departments  of 
the  city  work,  and  by  contractors  and  builders, 
which  is  from  $2.50  to  $3  per  day.  They  have, 
therefore,  decided  to  fix  the  minimum  price  for 
such  labor  at  $2.50  per  day.  It  is  proper  to  state 
that  the  work  on  the  Stony  Brook  improvement 
has  been  performed  in  a  most  thorough  and  work- 
manlike manner,  all  reports  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, and  that  it  is  perfectly  satisfactory 
in  every  respect. 

For  the  Committee, 

Clinton  Viles,  Chairman. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 


Aldermen  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market,  recommending  the  ap- 
proval of  the  transfer  of  lease  of  stall  No.  103  and 
cellar  No.  20,  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  from  George 
Hill  to  Lewis  C.  Ricker.    Accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  that  William  R.  Cavanagh  have  leave  to 
move  a  wooden  building  from  rear  of  Huntington 
avenue  to  Rogers  avenue.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Mon- 
day, Nov.  29,  on  petition  of  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company,  to  lay  a  double  curved  track  in 
Dudley  street,  nearly  opposite  Brook  avenue. 
Order  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  granting  permission  to  Jor- 
dan, Marsh  &  Co.  to  lay  a  steam  pipe  under  and 
across  Avon  place,  on  the  usual  conditions;  to 
pay  Mary  Havey,  wife  of  Thomas  Havey,  $500  for 
grade  damages  at  294  Bolton  street;  to  pay  Ellen 
Fagan  $500,  for  grade  damages  at  292  Bolton 
street;  to  grade  and  macadamize  Gloucester 
street,  from  Commonwealth  avenue  to  Newbury 
street,  furnish  and  set  edgestones;  to  grade  and 
macadamize  Conant  street,  and  to  furnish  and 
set  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  on 
said  street;  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  in 
front  of  estates  of  Franklin  King  on  Bellevue 
street,  and  Sarah  A.  Smith,  23  Warren  avenue;  to 
lay  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  John 
Bainard,  677  to  683  Parker  street,  also  to  furnish 
and  set  the  edgestones  on  said  Parker  street  from 
No.  683  to  Tremont  street,  and  in  front  of  estates 
of  the  Boylston  National  Bank  on  Gloucester  and 
Newbury  streets;  John  S.  Lamprey,  2  Wellington 
street,  and  Daniel  F.  Kane,  83  Baxter  street.  Or- 
ders passed. 

CITY  HOSPITAL  EENCE. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  be 
requested  to  transfer  to  the  Trustees  of  the  City 
Hospital  so  much  of  the  iron  fencing  lately  re- 
moved from  the  public  squares  as  may  be  required 
to  replace  the  wooden  fence  which  now  encloses 
the  hospital  grounds  on  Albany,  East  Springfield 
and  East  Concord  streets.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley,  for .  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  offered  an  order — That  the  Committee  on 
Bridges  be  authorized  to  repair  the  sidewalk  of 
Federal-street  Bridge,  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing $2000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Bridges.    Passed. 

SHELTER  FOR  LABORERS  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Paving  be  requested  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  erecting  temporary  sheds  in 
East  Boston,  to,  be  used  by  the  laborers  in  the 
Paving  Department  in  stormy  weather.    Passed. 

Adjourned,  pn  motion  of  Alderman  Caton. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    11,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

VISITORS  TO  CITY  HOSPITAL   ON  SUNDAYS. 

During  the  consideration  of  papers  from  the 
Aldermen,  Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13  being  unable  to 
remain  during  the  whole  of  the  session  on  ac- 
count of  sickness,  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  to  enable  him  to  offer  an  order.  The  rule 
■was  suspended,  and  Mr.  Folan  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  City  Hos- 
pital be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
allowing  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  inmates 
of  said  hospital  to  visit  them  on  Sundays, 

Passed.  A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Folan, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost."  Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit,  Nov.  5  (City  Doc. 
123).    Placed  on  file. 

Reports  of  City  Officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  the  work  on  the  Stony  Brook  im- 
provement is  in  every  respect  satisfactory.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Report  on  the  number  of  men  employed  In  said 
improvement,  their  residences,  etc.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Report  on  the  quality  of  the  Sudbury  River 
water.    Placed  on  tile. 

Order  to  accept  and  approve  the  deed  of  the  es- 
tate purchased  of  G.  O.  Fillebrown  and  W.  H. 
Thayer,  on  Clay  street,  on  the  conditions  in  said 
order  set  forth.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  take  "a  way"  in  Bquantum  for  con- 
struction of  the  great  sewer.  Read  twice  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Green- 
ough  of  Ward  9,  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  place  a  clock,  to  remain 
the  property  of  the  city,  in  the  tower  of  St.  Au- 
gustine's Church,  in  Dorchester  street.  Read 
twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19,  and  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  on 
O  street  (16,000  square  feet,  more  or  less),  at  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $6000,  for  a  primary-school 
site  in  the  Gaston  District.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 
Regulation  of  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Wires. 

Order  for  a  joint  special  committee  to  report 
certain  facts  in  regard  to  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone companies  doing  business  in  this  city. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Before  we  proceed 
to  a  vote  I  desire  to  lay  before  the  Council  a  brief 
statement  of  what  legislation  has  taken  place  on 
that  matter,  because  it  has  twice  been  considered 
by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  the  amend- 
ed report  made  by  that  committee,  having  been 
rejected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  has  not 
been  presented  to  this  body  at  all.  The  facts, 
very  briefly,  are  these:  On  June  19,  1879,  an  order 
■was    put  in  for   such  an  ord;nance.    On  Nov.  3, 

1879,  in  consequence  of  the  great  injury  caused  by 
a  fire,  the  Fire  Commissioners  sent  iu  word  that 
they  wished  an  ordinance  framed.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  found  that  the  City  Council 
had  no  power,  under  the  law,  to  pass  such  an  or- 
dinance, and  consequently,  on  Dec.  31,  Mr.  Colby 
of  that  committee  offered  an  order  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  additional  legislation,  the  result 
of  which  was  the  passage  of  chapter  83,  acts  of 

1880.  On  March  11,  1880,  the  Fire  Commissioners 
again  requested  the  passage  of  an  ordinance,  and 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  were  requested  to 
report  one.  On  the  19th  of  April  the  committee  re- 
ported an  ordinance  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen, in 
City  Doc.  51.  At  that  time  Alderman  Woolley  offered 
a  substitute,  which  varied  from  the  report  of  the 
committee  only  in  proposing  to  establish  Hie  of- 
fice of  superintendent  of  telegraphs.  I  believe 
that  was  the  only  amendment  he  made  to  the  re- 
port, and  it  is  Document  59.  On  May  3  there  was 
a  debate,  and  Alderman  Slade  offered  a  substi- 
tute (Doc.  64),  which  was  passed  on  May  10.  The 
matter  came  to  the  Council  on  May  13,  when  it 


was  seen  that  the  substitute  of  Alderman  Slade 
was  apparently  in  conflict  with  the  law,  and  there- 
fore it  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, at  their  request.  The  committee,  as  1  will 
explain  hereafter,  gave  attention  to  the  matter, 
and  reported,  on  the  10th  of  June,  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  the  ordinance  in  a  new  draft,  which  is 
City  Document  88;  and  at  the  same  time  Alder- 
man Woolley  offered  a  substitute  making  the  same 
change  as  iii  his  original  one,  and  which  is  printed 
in  City  Document  89.  On  Aug. 9  it  was  debated  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  Alderman  Slade 
moved  his  old  substitute,  and  the  matter  was  laid 
upon  the  table.  On  Aug.  31  the  matter  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  indefinitely  post- 
poned, on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade.  That 
killed  the  ordinance,  to  which  I  will  par- 
ticularly call  the  attention  of  the  Council  in  a 
few  moments,  as  it  was  the  thing  to  pass.  On  the 
28th  of  October  an  order  was  passed  iu  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  for 
a  change  in  the  law,  on  the  ground  that  if  we 
could  not  frame  an  ordinance,  on  account  of  the 
law  being  defective,  we  had  better  have  a  new 
law.  The  order  went  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  on  Nov.  8  was  indefinitely  postponed,  and 
the  order  which  has  been  sent  down  to  us  was 
passed.  Now  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  what 
was  done,  in  order  that  this  Common  Council 
may  be  free  from  any  reproach  of  having  ne- 
glected a  proper  and  necessary  piece  of  legisla- 
tion. I  notice  from  time  to  time  that  inquiries 
are  made  in  the  daily  papers  of  the  city  why  we 
don't  have  an  ordinance  to  prevent  these  tele- 
phone and  telegraph  wires  from  being  plaeed  so 
as  to  annoy  individuals,  and  to  prevent  danger  at 
fires.  The  Fire  Commissioners  have  twice  called 
attention  in  official  communications,  and  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  fact  that 
the  Common  Council  have  done  all  they  could. 
The  ordinance  reported  on  the  19th  of  April  was 
as  good  a  one  as  the  committee  could  prepare  at 
that  time.  The  substitute  offered  by  Alderman 
Slade  varied  from  it  very  little.  The  only  differ- 
ence was  that  the  first  section  (Doc.  64)  had 
been  redrafted  by  the  agent  of  one  of  the  tele- 
phone companies.  The  gentleman  who  prepared 
it  evidently  was  not  aware  of  the  inconsistencies 
of  the  present  law  as  well  as  the  lawyers  on  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  had  made  a  study 
of  it.  For  that  reason  the  committee  asked  to 
have  it  sent  back.  When  it  went  back,  the  com- 
mittee considered  it  very  carefully,  and  finally 
presented  in  City  Doc.  88  a  very  condensed  ordi- 
nance, leaving  out  everything  that  appeared 
doubtful  or  superfluous,  or  that  could  in  any  way 
be  held  to  interfere  with  the  powers  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  There  is  in  reality  but  one  section 
to  it,  although  it  was  nominally  divided  into  three 
sections;  but  the  whole  effect  of  it  is  this: 

"Section  2.  All  lines  of  wire  along  or  across 
lands,  streets,  ways  or  places  shall  be  placed  only 
from  the  roof  of  one  building  to  that  of  another, 
or  from  suitable  posts,  and  in  all  cases  at  a 
height  not  less  than  twenty-five  feet  from  the 
ground,  and  shali  be  so  constructed,  placed  and 
maintained  as  not  to  interfere  with  other  lines, 
nor  with  the  operations  of  the  Fire  Department, 
and  no  line  of  wire  shall  be  used  until  the  same 
has  been  approved  by  the  Fire  Commissioners." 

That  was  the  whole  ordinance  virtually.  I  think 
the  Council  will  see  it  was  directed  to  the  one 
point  upon  which  the  public  are  sensitive,  name- 
ly, the  carrying  of  wires  across  streets  and  lands 
in  such  a  way  that  they  were  dangerous  not 
only  to  the  passer  by,  but  in  case  of  fire  dan- 
gerous to  the  firemen  and  all  others  necessarily 
there.  As  I  have  said,  when  this  ordinance 
came  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  was  in- 
definitely postponed.  1  have  carefully  read  the 
debates  iu  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  really 
cannot  find  the  ground  upon  which  this  remark- 
able action  has  been  based.  There  was  no  real 
objection  to  Alderman  Slade's  substitute,  except 
in  so  far  that  the  lawyer  who  drafted  it  had 
mixed  up  the  powers  of  the  Aldermen  and  the 
City  Council.  When  the  redraft  was  made,  we 
really  supposed  there  would  be  no  objection  to  its 
passage.  Since  that  time,  for  some  mysterious 
reason,  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  in  their  printed 
debates,  have  neither  given  reasons  for  their  ac- 
tion or  pointed  out  any  defect  in  the  ordi- 
nance. It  is  a  fact  well  known  from  the 
beginning,  that  the  telegraph  and  telephone 
companies  do  not  wish  any  ordinance 
on  the  subject.  So  long  as  they  are 
permitted  to  go  anywhere  they  don't  care  any- 
thing about  the  public  convenience.    Why  should 
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they  ?  They  put  up  their  wires  for  the  purpose 
of  making  money,  and  locate  them  where  they 
can  do  it  cheapest.  The  reason  I  presented  the 
order  for  additional  legislation  was  that  the  act 
of  1880  (chapter  83)  is  so  defective  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  frame  an  ordinance  under  it  without  con- 
flicting with  some  of  its  provisions.  For  some 
reason  or  other  the  Legislature  said  that  the  mak- 
ing of  reasonable  regulations  in  regard  to  tele- 
phone wir^s  should  be  done  by  ordinance.  I  wish 
myself  they  had  given  it  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. But  they  kept  in  force  the  old  statute 
of  1864,  which  said  that  whenever  tele- 
graph —  and  they  added  telephone  —  wires 
were  on  posts,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should 
have  control  of  them.  That  is  proper,  because 
the  Aldermen  have  charge  of  the  streets  and 
ought  to  control  ihe  location  of  poles  in  the 
streets.  They  then  added  a  provision  in  regard 
to  telephone  wires  running  elsewhere — we  all 
know  they  are  run  on  the  tops  of  houses — that 
they  should  be  regulated  by  ordinance,  and  for 
that  reason  the  committee  reported  the  ordinance 
I  have  read  to  you.  For  some  mysterious  reasons, 
as  I  have  said,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  per- 
sisted in  killing  it,  and  apparently  refuse  to  go 
to  the  Legislature  to  get  the  law  altered.  For 
my  part  I  think  it  would  be  just  as  well  if  the 
matter  had  been  given  entirely  in  charge  of  the 
Aldermen.  As  it  is  now,  the  authority  is  divided, 
and  the  two  acts  are  so  incompatible  with  each 
other  that  it  seems  impossible  to  get  any  ordi- 
nance passed  through  both  branches.  Yet  that  is 
not  the  fault  of  this  Council,  which  has  done  ev- 
erything it  could;  and  the  responsibility  ought  to 
rest  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  refusing  to 
pass  an  ordinance  which  has  been  pronounced 
valid  by  the  City  Solicitor.  They  ought  to  be 
willing  to  eirlier  accept  that  or  have  a  new 
law  passed.  I  make  this  statement  because 
I  think  that,  before  we  take  any  fur- 
ther action,  the  Council  and  the  public 
ought  to  know  all  the  steps  that  have  taken  place 
in  this  matter.  It  is  certainly  a  subject  which 
calls  for  legislation  of  some  description.  If  the 
appointment  of  this  joint  special  committee  will 
bring  it  any  nearer  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  I 
will  vote  for  it.  I  thought  it  due  to  the  commit- 
tee who  had  the  sunject  in  charge,  to  show  they 
were  not  responsible  for  any  delay. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  and  the 
President  appointed  Messrs.  Hart  of  Ward  18, 
Lauten  of  Ward  14,  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  Hagar 
of  Ward  10,  and  Welch  of  Ward  7,  on  said  com- 
mittee. 

Transfer  of  Iron  Fences. 

Order  to  transfer  certain  iron  fencing  removed 
from  public  squares  to  the  City  Hospital  grounds. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  should  like  to  have 
that  order  explained.  I  do  not  understand  it,  and 
perhaps  some  member  of  the  committee  can  ex- 
plain it.  1  should  like  to  hear  from  some  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 

The  President— Have  the  committee  any  infor- 
mation to  give  ? 

Mr.  Maguire — As  there  is  no  member  of  the 
committee  here  to  explain  that  matter  I  move  the 
order  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council  at  eight  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  assign  pievailed. 

The  Increase  of  the  Police  Force. 

The  ordinance  to  Increase  the  police  force  by 
one  patrol  sergeant  for  each  police  division,  and 
ten  patrolmen,  came  down  concurred  in  with  an 
amendment  making  the  increase  of  patrolmen 
twenty  instead  of  ten,  thus  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  patrolmen  from  611  to  631,  the  amendment 
heing  to  insert  the  words  "thirty-one"  in  place  of 
"twenty-one." 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Welch  of  Ward  7 — I  should  like  to  under- 
stand that  a  little  more  fully,  because  at  the  last 
meeting  we  added  ten  to  the  number  of  patrol- 
men, and  I  understand  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
added  ten  to  what  we  passed  here.  I  do  not  un- 
derstand where  they  get  "31"  instead  of  "21," 
because  the  sergeants  are  outside  of  the  business 
altogether. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  notice  that 
the  change  is  explained  in  the  last  part  of  the 
ordidance.    [Reading  it.] 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  'want  a  little  information, 
also,  from  the  committee  or  some  one.  It  seems 
to  me  the  addition  we  made  to  the  sergeants  is 


an  addition  to  the  sum  total  to  be  paid.  But  it 
is  stated  to  me  that  the  sum  total  to  be  paid  is 
only  the  ten  more  we  have  added.  If  we  add 
fifteen  new  sergeants  and  ten  patrolmen,  it  seems 
to  me  we  add  twenty-five  men  who  have  got  to  be 
paid,  not  only  this  year,  but  hereafter;  and 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  propose  to  add  ten 
more  to  that.  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  the  in- 
crease, but  I  want  to  have  it  understood  wheth- 
er the  ordinance  passed  at  the  last  meeting  car- 
ried with  it  an  increase  of  twenty-five  persons  to 
the  force;  and  whether,  if  we  concur  in  the 
amendment  made  by  the  other  branch,  that  will 
not  be  thirty-five  more  men  added  to  the  force. 
I  understood  that  was  what  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners asked  for  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
The  question  has  been  raised  informally  around 
here,  and  I  would  like  to  have  that  matter  ex- 
plained. 

Mr.  Welch — The  way  I  understand  it  is,  that 
the  increase  was  ten  extra  patrolmen,  and  that 
the  sergeants  are  merely  promoted  out  of  the 
ranks  at  an  increase  of  twenty-five  cents  a  day. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— So  far  as  the  pay  of 
these  men  is  concerned,  in  an  interview  with  the 
Commissioners  the  other  day,  they  assured  me 
they  had  plenty  of  money  to  pay  them.  with.  It 
is  well  known  that  we  want  a  large  increase  of 
the  force  all  over  the  city.  We  need  them  in 
South  Boston  very  much.  There  is  money 
enough  to  pay  them  up  to  the  end  of  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  ask 
where  it  is  proposed  to  put  these  men? 

Mr.  Welch— The  Police  Commissioners  state 
that  the  men  are  to  be  placed  in  West  Roxbury 
and  South  Boston.  They  sent  circulars  asking 
how  many  more  men  were  needed  on  each  divi- 
sion, the  captains  replied  one,  two  or  three,  as 
they  were  needed  at  each  division,  and  finalLv  it 
appeared  that  thirty-five  new  men  were  needed. 
The  committee  finally  settled  upon  ten  men. 
Commissioner  Walker  said  they  had  $24,000,  and 
could  pay  for  twenty  more  men  out  ot  the  pres- 
ent appropriation,  and  I  understand  that  was 
the  reason  the  change  was  made  by  the  Alder- 
men. 

Mr.  Plympton  of  Ward  21 — It  seems  to  me  we 
are  acting  upon  this  without  definite  informa- 
tion. We  passed  an  ordinance  to  increase  the 
force  by  ten  patrolmen,  and  the  gentleman  who 
pushed  it  through  now  says  it  will  add  twenty-five 
men,  and  he  don't  know  whether  it  is  ten  or 
twenty-five.  Now  it  is  proposed  to  add  ten  more 
which  is  a  large  increase  not  only  for  this  yeai 
but  for  every  year  to  come.  The  fact  that  a  little 
more  money  was  appropriated  this  year  than  was 
nocessary,  is  no  reason  why  we  should  increase 
the  force.  I  think  we  should  assign  the  ordinance 
to  the  next  meeting  in  order  to  get  some  light 
upon  it.  I  think  the  increase  should  not  be  made 
merely  because  a  little  money  remains  in  the 
hands  of  the  department. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  cannot  see  the  ne- 
cessity for  assigning  it  to  the  next  meeting.  I 
think  every  gentleman  here  understands  it.  As 
I  understand  it  the  Council  voted  to  add  ten 
more  men  to  the  department,  the  order  went  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  I  am  informed  they 
added  ten  more,  making  the  increase  twenty.  In 
conversation  with  the  Police  Commissioners  this 
week,  I  find  that  the  sergeants  are  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  force— every  gentleman  understands 
that.  I  have  made  it  my  business  to  interview 
the  Police  Commissioners,  and  they  say  no  extra 
appropriation  is  wanted;  that  they  have  money 
enough  to  pay  for  the  number  asked  for  by  the 
Police  Committee,  and  also  the  number  added  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which  makes  twenty, 
as  I  understand  it.  From  the  information 
I  have  received  from  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners, I  understand  they  want  a  great  many  of 
these  men  in  South  Boston  and  the  Roxbury  dis- 
tricts, which  are  not  well  patrolled  at  the  present 
time.  As  the  money  is  on  hand  to  pay  these  par- 
ties, and  as  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  considered  this  thing 
and  looked  into  the  matter  carefully,  and  if  they 
see  the  necessity  of  increasing  this  force  twenty 
men,  I  think  it  is  proper  for  the  Council  to  act  on 
it  at  the  present  time,  and  I  do  not  see  any  neces- 
sity for  laying  it  over  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Plimpton  of  Ward  21 — When  the  matter 
was  discussed  by  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  at  the 
last  meeting  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Police  opposed  this  additional  increase  as  being 
unnecessary  at  the  present  time.  The  call  for  the 
additional  force  is  during  the   summer  months 
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when  a  large  number  of  the  men  are  on  vacation. 
There  is  certainly  no  pressing  need  for  the  in- 
crease at  the  present  time.  In  order  that  we  may 
find  out  how  many  men  we  have,  how  many  are 
needed  additional,  I  move  the  order  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Maguire— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if 
Alderman  Flynn  from  South  Boston  did  not  give 
sufficient  reasons  for  an  increased  force  in  South 
Boston  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  think  there  is  no  ques- 
tion as  to  how  many  men  this  adds  to  the  force. 
It  is  an  addition  of  twenty  patrolmen.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Committee'  on  Police  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Alderman  Viles, 
said— 

"I  want  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
increase  of  sergeants  does  not  increase  the  force. 
The  proposed  increase  of  the  force  is  in  the 
patrolmen." 

As  I  understand  it,  the  sergeants  are  promoted 
from  the  ranks  and  their  places  are  filled  bj  the 
increase  of  the  force.  In  regard  to  the  expediency 
of  adding  this  number  of  men,  I  can  only  say 
there  is  great  need  of  additional  force  in  the  sec- 
tion of  the  city  where  I  reside.  It  is  well  known 
that  in  the  last  year  or  two  a  number  of 
places  of  public  resort  have  been  opened,  and 
great  multitudes  of  people  have  gone  out  to  the 
gardens.  The  consequence  has  been  that  these 
people  have  spread  out  over  the  country  round 
about,  and  there  has  been  an  insufficient  force  of 
police  to  protect  the  property  of  those  living  in 
the  vicinity.  When  application  has  been  made  to 
the  Police  Commissioners  they  have  replied  that 
they  have  no  men  to  spare,  and  have  detailed  all 
they  have.  I  know  patrolmen  in  the  West  Kox- 
bury  District  whose  beats  cover  five  or  six  miles. 
I  leave  it  to  gentlemen  to  imagine  how  well  that 
section  is  patrolled,  especially  in  the  fruit  season 
when  the  trees  are  hanging  with  fruit,  and  when 
the  horse  cars  are  taking  thousands  oE  people  out 
of  the  city.  Gentlemen  may  as  well  understand 
that  this  adds  ,f 24,000  a  year  to  the  expense  of  the 
police  force.  They  may  have  this  amount 
in  the  treasury,  and  what  is  left  over 
will  go  to  decrease  taxation  next  year, 
it  is  a  considerable  increase  of  the  force.  Never- 
theless I  believe  it  is  necessary  to  give  the  Police 
Commissioners  sufficient  men,  and  I  believe  the 
taxpayers  will  hear  us  out  in  doing  what  should 
be  done.  I  shall  be  happy  to  vote  for  this  in- 
crease. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  should  like  to  ask 
why  it  is  necessary  to  make  such  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  Serjeants? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Is  it 
not  a  fact  that  the  part  of  the  ordinance  which 
covers  the  sergeants  has  been  concurred  in  by 
both  branches? 

The  President— It  is. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Would  it  be  possible  to  alter 
that  now? 

The  President— The  question  strictly  was  upon 
Concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  making  an  additional  increase  of  ten 
patrolmen.  But  the  question  now  before  the 
Council  is  upon  laying  the  matter  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams— I  should  like  to  say  that  this 
increase  only  gives  five  additional  patrolmen, 
and  from  anything  I  have  heard  it  is  the  patrol- 
men who  are  specially  wanted  to  patrol  these 
beats. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  the  opinion  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  because 
I  am  puzzled  at  the  increase.  I  have  been  looking 
at  the  ordinance,  and  find  that  the  Police  Depart- 
ment is  established  at  so  many  men.  After  giv- 
ing two  patrol  sergeants  for  each  division,  then 
that  is  proposed  to  be  increased  by  one  for  each 
division.  And  we  have  added  sixteen  more  ser- 
geants. I  do  not  understand  that  the  sergeants 
and  lieutenants  are  included  in  the  patrolmen.  If 
the  patrolmen  stay  just  as  they  are  at  611,  it 
seems  to  me  we  have  got  to  pay  for  sixteen  more 
men  —  if  the  extra  sergeants  are  promoted 
from  among  the  patrolmen.  If  they  have 
power  to  appoint  611  patrolmen,  it  seems  to 
me  they  will  appoint  them.  At  the  last 
meeting  we  added  ten  to  the  number  of  patrol- 
men and  carried  the  maximum  up  to  621.  Ac- 
cording to  my  calculation,  and  as  I  understood  it 
then,  we  added  twenty-six  to  the  sum  total  of  the 
force  provided  bv  the  ordinance,  and  now  the  Al- 
dermen ask  to  add  ten  more  patrolmen. 

Mr.  Christal— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 


gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  question,  which 
is  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

The  President — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  sorry  the  gentleman  did 
not  find  it  out  before. 

Mr.  Plimpton — As  we  are  entirely  in  the  dark  in 
this  matter,  it  is  a  strong  reason  for  letting  the 
matter  go  over.  If  we  have  added  ten  men  and 
sixteen  are  to  be  taken  from  the  force  to  be  made 
sergeants,  it  seems  to  me  we  will  not  have  as 
many  as  before.  I  think  my  motion  to  lay  unon 
the  table  should  be  passed. 

Mr.  Maguire— I  do  not  think  any  one  except  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  is  in  the  dark.  We  are 
to  add  sixteen  sergeants,  and  the  new  patrolmen 
are  to  take  the  places  of  those  who  are  pro- 
moted to  be  sergeants.  I  so  understand  it  from 
the  Police  Commissioners. 

The  President — Will  the  gentleman  give  reasons 
against  the  laying  of  the  order  upon  the  table? 

Mr.  Maguire — The  reason  that  I  object  is  that 
from  information  received  from  the  Police  Com- 
missioners and  others  it  is  necessary  that  this 
force  should  be  added  to  the  department  at  the 
present  time.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  see  that  it  is 
necessary  to  pass  this  ordinance  tonight,  and  not 
let  it  go  over  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  trust  this  matter  will  lie  upon 
the  table  for  this  reason :  In  spite  of  the  remark 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  that  everybody 
understands  this  thing,  I  think  he  is  in  the  minor- 
ity, as  the  gentleman  behind  me,  Mr.  Coe,  stated 
that  we  were  to  have  an  increase  of  twenty  men — 

Mr.  Maguire — Fifteen  men. 

Mr.  Greenough— It  is  unnecessary  to  say  any 
more. 

Mr.  Coe— I  think  we  ought  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table.  When  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  gets  up  here  and  says  he  don't  under- 
stand it,  I  think  he  better  have  a  chance  to  ex- 
plain it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  it  will  be  laid  upon  the 
table.  When  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  don't  know  how  much  the  increase  is  to 
be,  I  think  it  is  time  to  lay  it  over  in  order  that 
we  may  understand  it. 

The  President— The  gentleman's  remarks  are 
out  of  order. 

The  ordinance  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

THE  PROPOSED  ABOLITION  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
LEGISLATIVE    MATTERS, 

Under  unfinished  business,  the  Council  consid- 
ered the  ordinance  concerning  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  abolishing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  and  transferring 
the  duties  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— Opposition  to  that 
ordinance  would  perhaps  come  more  properly 
from  a  lawyer  than  myself,  but  I  must  say  the  in- 
formation I  have  received  during  the  past  week 
does  rot  seem  to  make  it  appear  best  to  do  away 
with  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters, 
which  is  the  effect  of  adopting  this  ordi- 
nance. As  I  understand  it,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Legislative  Matters  have  not  attended  to 
their  business.  They  have  left  the  matter  en- 
tirely in  the  hands  of  the  legal  counsel  employed 
by  the  city.  If  that  is  the  way  they  propose  to 
transact  tbeir  business  they  may  very  well  be 
done  away  with,  and  the  whole  matter  turned 
over  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  I  may  be 
wrong,  but  I  think  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
have  already  enough  to  do  without  burdening 
themselves  with  all  the  legislation  that  the  city 
needs,  and  looking  after  it  at  the  State  House. 
While  we  are  so  fortunate  in  having  an  indefat- 
igable chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
as  we  have  this  year,  they  may  be  able  to  attend 
to  it,  but  in  ordinary  years  I  do  not  think  we  do, 
and  I  think  we  should  have  better  reasons  for 
doing  away  with  the  committee  than  we  have 
had. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  notice  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  was  about  to  rise,  and  I  will  give 
way  for  him.  As  I  stated  my  reasons  for  the  or- 
dinance so  fully,  I  think  I  had  better  confine  my- 
self to  answering  objections.  In  presenting  this 
matter  I  have  only  acted  for  the  committee  who 
offered  the  ordinance,  and  for  the  committee 
who  reported  it. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  was  about  to  rise  and 
speak  upon  this  matter  very  briefly  before  the 
invitation  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  but 
rather  in  an  interrogatory  manner.    It  seemed  to 
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rue  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  was  rath- 
er a  judiciary  committee.  Its  duties  are  judi- 
cial. When  it  is  thought  desirable  to  accom- 
plish certain  measures,  and  they  are  thrown  into 
the  form  of  an  ordinance,  it  is  usual  to  refer  the 
ordinance  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
and  they  sit  as  a  board  of  judges 
to  consider  whether  the  law  will  "be 
well  met  if  we  make  it  that  way,  and  compare  it 
with  previous  and  existing  ordinances,  and  see 
that  the  terms  are  correct.  In  short,  they  sit  as  a 
board  of  judges,  as  a  judiciary  committee.  The 
duties  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs 
are  quite  the  reverie.  They  are  in  the  position  of 
advocates.  Measures  are  referred  to  them  to  see 
whether  we  had  better  get  them  through  some- 
how, and  we  refer  matters  to  them  that  we  want 
to  get  through.  If  we  abolish  the  Legislative 
Committee  and  thros  their  duties  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  we  are  making  the  judges 
both  the  court  and  bar,  we  are  making  our  judges 
advocates.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  observe 
heretofore  the  Judiciary  Committee  has  been 
looked  upon  as  an  impartial  committee — as  a 
committee  that  it  was  safe  to  refer  any  matters 
to— a  committee  that  would  give  full,  disin- 
terested and  impartial  examinations  to  any  ques- 
tions referred  to  them.  So  far  as  I  have  been 
aware,  it  has  not  been  a  peculiar  committee 
whose  object  was  to  get  things  through.  I 
should  like  to  have  it  retain  that  character.  Per- 
haps my  objection  is  not  well  founded.  I  wanted 
to  raise  that  view  of  the  case  and  see  what  an- 
swer the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  would  make — 
perhaps  he  can  remove  all  the  doubts  I  have. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  endeavor  so  far  as  possi- 
ble to  remove  the  gentleman's  doubts  by  stating 
that  I  think  he  has  not  been  familiar  with  the  ex- 
act working  of  the  two  committees.  The  legisla- 
tive committee,  as  I  understand  it,  is  not  a  com- 
mittee to  go  up  to  the  State  House  and  advocate 
the  passage  of  bills.  That  duty  has  been  per- 
formed by  individual  members  of  the  committee, 
but  it  certainly  is  uot  a  proper  or  dignified  course 
for  members  of  the  City  Council,  acting  as  a  com- 
mittee, to  pursue.  They  are  allowed  skilled  coun- 
sel to  go  up  and  present  the  claims  of  the  city, 
or  oppose  matters  injurious  to  the  city.  In  for- 
mer years  we  have  sent  one  of  the  assistant  city 
solicitors.  This  year  we  sent  up  a  special 
agent  who  had  been  assistant  city  solici- 
itor  ana  had  done  this  duty  previously.  The  real 
duty  of  the  committee  on  legislative  affairs  is  to 
prepare  the  bills  submitted  to  the  Legislature  in 
behalf  of  the  City  Government  or  any  branch  of 
it.  They  can  perform  their  duties,  as  I  under- 
stand them,  perfectly  well  without  leaving  City 
Hall.  In  past  years  acts  adopted  by  the  Legis- 
lature displayed  an  entire  ignorance  of  our  pe- 
culiar ways  and  customs  and  privileges  .as  a  city. 
The  object  of  combining  the  two  committees  was 
to  prevent  such  legislation.  As  I  stated  the 
other  night,  acts  are  drafted  which  make  officers 
hold  their  office  for  a  little  different  term  from 
what  other  officers  do;  in  cases  of  commissioners 
things  have  been  left  out  which  it  would  have 
been  much  better  for  us  if  they  had  been  insert- 
ed; in  the  commissions  some  officers  hold 
office  for  three  years,  while  others  hold 
offics  till  their  successors  are  qualified. 
The  large  number  of  these  little  matters 
which  have  occurred  display  a  lack  of  knowledge 
of  the  way  business  is  done  by  the  city.  The 
Committee  on  Ordinances  is  supposed  to  be  well 
informed  concerning  that  business.  As  the  main 
function  of  the  Legislative  Committee  is  to  draft 
the  bills,  it  seemed  proper  that  the  gentleman 
who  did  so  should  be  well  versed  in  the  form  of 
our  ordinances.  For  that  reason  I  think  gentle- 
men will  see  there  is  no  need  of  having  two  com- 
mittees for  that  purpose,  when  they  can  be  com- 
bined in  one  committee  to  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  case  we  have  had  this  evening 
shows  that  if  the  committee,  or  the  agent  who 
was  up  there,  had  been  thoroughly  posted  in  city 
affairs,  he  would  have  got  a  different  bill  passed. 
We  have  found,  from  time  to  time,  that  these 
various  acts  of  the  Legislature  were  framed 
and  prepared  by  persons  evidently  not  familiar 
with  our  ordinances.  In  this  connection 
desire  to  state  why  we  can  discuss  the  matter 
now  without  any  feeling.  Of  course  the  present 
Committees  on  Ordinances  and  Legislative  Mat- 
ters are  not  concerned  in  the  slightest  degree. 
If  any  change  is  made  now  it  will  not  go  into  ef- 
fect nntil  the  first  of  the  year,  because  there  is 
nothi.g  toi  '.he  Legislative  Committee  to  do. 
One  reason  why  i  hope  th.  Council  will  decide  to 


make  the  change  recommended  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Legislative  Affairs  themselves,  and  will 
com.e  to  a  vote  tonight,  is  that  if  any  changes  are 
to  be  made  it  is  desirable  to  do  so  in  time  to  put 
them  into  the  revision,  which  is  in  the  immediate 
future.  This  ordinance  was  one  red  by  Mr.  Bailey, 
at  his  suggestion  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Affairs,  and  by  tuts  in  unanimously  re- 
ported back,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be 
passed.  If  the  Council  liave  any  great  doubt 
about  it,  I  trust  they  will  wait  until  they  can  hear 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  who  presented  the 
ordinance,  and  who  is  not  here  tonight.  But  I 
am  in  hopes  they  will  be  satisfied  to  make  the 
change  without  waiting. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  have  no  doubt  if  the  present  able 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  could 
be  continued  in  that  position,  the  committee 
would  be  able  to  attend  to  the  work  of  two  com- 
mittees, and  f  have  no  doubt  the  duties  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  would  be  dili- 
gently performed.  But  with  all  deference  to  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken,  I  am  still  left  in 
doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of  this  measure.  I 
had  the  honor  to  serve  on  the  Committee  on  Leg- 
islative Affairs  one  year  here,  and  know  some- 
thing of  the  course  things  took  with  that  com- 
mittee; and  although  1  know  some  changes  have 
been  introduced,  partly  during  the  time  when 
I  was  absent  from  City  Hall,  and  partly  since  I 
returned,  yet  I  thin'i  what  I  suggested  in 
the  rough  a  few  miuutes  ago  is  substantially  true 
of  the  two  committees,  one  being  in  the  nature  of 
an  advocate,  and  the  other  judicial;  and  1  do  not 
see  from  any  reasons  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  what  the  City  Council  is  to  gain  by  mak- 
ing the  change.  He  says  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Affairs  merely  make  drafts  of  bills  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Legislature.  I  supposed  the  City 
Solicitor  had  something  to  do  with  that.  I  sup- 
posed something  of  that  was  done  by  the  special 
counsel  who  are  engaged  by  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Affairs,  and  who  probably  would  have 
to  be  engaged  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  if 
they  were  charged  with  the  performance  of  the 
same  duties.  However,  I  only  meant  to  allude  to 
one  other  intimation  which  he  made  in  this  con- 
nection, and  that  is  it  is  hardly  befitting  a  com- 
mittee of  this  government  to  go  up  to  the  State 
House  to  urge  the  adoption  of  measures, 
that  they  had  employed  some  one  who  is  skilled  in 
that  sort  of  business,  and  the  committee  have  no 
occasion  to  leave  City  Hall.  My  observation 
would  teach  me  otherwise,  and  my  sense  of  the 
fitness  of  things  would  teach  me  that  if  the  City 
Government  wants  anything  done,  the  members 
of  a  committee  are  the  proper  persons  to  ask  to 
have  it  done,  and  they  are  the  gentlemen  whom 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  would  like  to  see 
rather  than  the  special  counsel.  Certainly,  any 
committee  appointed  from  the  City  Government 
ought  lo  be  sufficiently  crammed  on  the  subject 
to  go  up  there  and  entitle  themselves  to  be  heard. 
But,  supposing  that  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Affairs  cannot  attend  to  the  duties,  and  have 
to  have  special  counsel  retained,  are  we  so  much 
more  likely  to  have  our  interests  better  attended 
to  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  ?  The  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  is  appointed  from  the  same  City 
Government  that  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs  Is.  We  have  to  run  the  same  chances.  I  do 
not  think  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  has  been 
entirely  idle  this  year,  or  lacked  very  much  for 
business  to  attend  to,  and  I  should  like  to  hear 
some  better  reasons  for  merging  the  two  com- 
mittees into  one  than  have  been  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I  see  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4,  who  offered  the  ordinance,  is  pres- 
ent, and  if  he  can  present  any  better  reasons  I 
should  like  to  hear  them. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  do  not  know  the  course 
which  the  matter  has  taken,  but  I  know  the  rea- 
sons which  influenced  me,  and  which  I  think  in- 
fluence the  Legislative  Committee  to  favor  the 
adoption  of  the  ordinance.  At  the  beginning  of 
this  year  I  was  new  to  this  business.  At  the  start 
I  was  met  on  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  with 
the  subject  of  regulating  telegraph  wires  and 
poles.  We  undertook  to  frame  an  ordinance  upon 
that  statute,  and  to  our  utter  astonishment  we 
did  n't  know  where  we  were,  the  City  Solicitor 
did  n't  know  where  ho  was,  and  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Affairs  did  not  know  where  they  were. 
All  they  knew  was  that  a  petition  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature  asking  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  to  regulate  telegraph  wires  and  poles, 
and  that  this  act  was  passed.  The  experience  we 
had  on  that  subject  set  me  and  the  rest  of  us  to 
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thinking.  We  suggested  to  members  of  tbe  Legis- 
lative Committee  whether  it  was  not  the  better 
policy  that  the  committee  that  had  to  .frame  the 
ordinances  under  the  laws  should  also  have  the 
supervision  of  the  laws  to  be  passed,  to  enable 
them  to  frame  those  ordinances.  The  Dare  sug- 
gestion of  the  subject  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  the  members  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Council,  caused  every  one  of  them  to  say  immedi- 
ately tint  they  could  not  see  why  it  should  not  be 
so,  and  that,  in  fact,  it  ought  to  be  so.  There  has 
been  no  collision  between  the  two  committees  at  all. 
Perhaps  neither  member  of  the  two  committees 
will  be  here  next  year.  But  the  bare  suggestion 
was  enough  to  convince  them.  It  did  not  require 
any  argument.  It  was  suggested  that,  an  ordi- 
nance be  introduced,  and  I  said  I  would  intro- 
duce it  and  have  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters.  That  is  the  whole  matter. 
We  do  not  desire  to  press  it.  You  send  a  petition 
to  the  Legislature  for  a  certain  matter,  and  your 
committee  that  frames  the  petition  is  an  entirely 
different  committee  from  that  which  frames  the 
law.  It  should  be  done  by  the  same  committee. 
That  is  the  whole  matter.  If  there  is  any  feeling 
on  the  part  of  anybody,  it  is  certainty  not  on  the 
part  of  these  two  committees. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  have  had  no  experience 
of  the  practical  working  of  either  of  these  com- 
mittees, but  it  seems  to  me  a  strong  reason  for 
making  these  changes  is  that  the  members  of  the 
two  committees  concerned  in  it  concur  in  recom- 
mending it.  So  far  as  my  own  experience  has 
gone,  I  should  say  that  members  of  committees 
of  the  City  Government  were  inclined  to  magnify 
the  importance  of  those  committees  rather  than 
to  think  the  importance  less  than  it  is;  so  that 
-when  a  committee  unanimously  recommends  that 
it  be  abolished, it  seems  to  me  there  must  be  some 
reason  why  it  should  be  abolished;  and  that  is 
what  really  governs  me  in  voting  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  think  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters are  the  best  judges  on  this  subject,  and  they 
have  unanimously  recommended  that  their  com- 
mittee should  be  consolidated  with  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances.  I  should  suppose  they  Know 
more  about  it  than  any  one  else.  '  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  the  tendency  of  any  committee  in 
this  Government  to  recommend  that  they  be  done 
away  with  if  there  is  any  reason  for  their  exist- 
ence, and  therefore  I  shall  vote  for  tin  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7 — As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  I  would  say  that 
from  my  experience  I  do  not  think  their  work 
will  be  a  heavy  burden  to  any  other  committee. 
I  may  not  have  performed  my  full  duty,  but  from 
the  experience  I  have  had  this  year,  I  think  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  could  perform  the  labor 
of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  and  not 
mind  it  at  all.  There  is  special  counsel  employed 
who  attends  to  all  matters  in  the  State  House  and 
all  hearings  there.  I  never  was  informed  that  it 
was  my  duty  to  appear  before  committees  at  the 
State  House  and  argue  for  the  city.  I  never  have 
done  so.  As  members  of  the  Council  well  know, the 
work  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  only 
takes  a  few  months  at  the  first  of  the  year,  and 
.after  that  there  are  very  few  meetings.  It  is  only 
an  honorary  committee  and  there  is  no  work  to 
it.  The  committee  carefully  considered  tbe  mat- 
ter and  unanimously  reported  that  the  ordinance 
ought  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  had  some  doubts  at 
.first  in  relation  to  this  matter,  but  am  disposed 
to  agree  with  the  report  of  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee. I  observe,  however,  that  they  provide  in 
the  draft  that  every  ordinance  shall  be  reported 
in  print.  This  matter  of  printing  is  an  extensive 
one.  It  will  be  found  that  the  printing  bill  for 
this  year  will  be  enormous.  I  should  therefore 
like  to  ask  some  one  of  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters  why  they  considered  it  necessary  to 
provide  that  every  ordinance  should  be  reported 
in  print.  We  might  perhaps  have  an  ordinance 
occupying  only  two  or  three  Hues;  it  would  not 
seem  to  be  necessary  to  report  that  in  print. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  was  about  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  to  the  fact  which  I  sup- 
pose is  familiar  to  all  of  us,  that  this  provision  is 
in  the  joint  rules,  that  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Affairs  shall  report  in  print  to  the  City 
Council  all  bills,  petitions,  etc.,  presented  to  the 
Legislature  at  the  next  meeting  of  either  branch 
after  such  application  is  made,  or  earlier. 

The  President — The  Chair  understands  the  ob- 


jection to  be  to  the  first  part  of  the  ordinance, 
requiring  all  ordinances  to  be  reported  in  print. 

Mr.  Wheeler— The  rule  just  read  refers  to  Dills 
after  they  have  been  prepared  and  presented  to 
the  Legislature.  It  is  quite  proper  that  they 
should  be  reported  in  print.  But  I  hardly  see  the 
necessity  of  providing  that  every  ordinance  shall 
be  reported  in  print.  We  can  at  any  time  pass 
an  order  that  an  ordinance  be  printed  if  we  de- 
sire it.  I  would  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  words  "in  print." 

Mr.  Bailey — 1  suggest  there  will  be  no  objection 
to  that  amendment. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
words  "unless  otherwise  ordered,"  in  the  fifth 
line  of  section  one,  and  insert  in  place  thereof 
"when  instructed  so  to  do." 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Pratt  would  make  the 
ordinance  read— "the  said  committee  shall,  when 
instructed  so  to  do,  represent  the  city  before  all 
committees,  etc." 

Mr.  Pratt — The  reason  I  make  this  suggestion  is, 
it  is  not  altogether  an  infrequent  occurrence  that 
gentlemen  go  up  to  the  State  House,  and  clothing 
themselves  with  the  dignity  and  authority  which 
the  being  members  of  the  City  Government  gives 
them,  urge  or  oppose  the  uassage  of  measures  to 
suit  their  particular  opinion.  I  do  not  think  the 
City  Council  should  be  represented  there  unless  >t 
knows  it  is  represented.  I  have  taken  occasion  a 
number  of  times  before  to  intimate  this  opinion; 
1  ask  now,  by  offering  this  amendment,  that  this 
Council  give  attention  to  this  subject  once  more. 
When  the  City  Government,  representing  the  city, 
makes  up  its  mind  that  it  is  for  the  interests  of 
the  city  to  have  a  certain  measure  advocated  or 
opposed,  it  is  proper  that  we  should  see  that  it  is 
done.  But  when  it  has  not  made  up  its  mind  in 
such  a  case,  and  has  not  expressed  any  mind  as  to 
opposing  or  favoring  any  measure  up  there,  I  do 
not  think  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  city  that  any 
committee  of  this  Government  may  go  up  there 
unasked  and  without  explanation,  and  allow  its 
members  to  go  up  there  individually,  to  represent 
the  voice  of  the  city  in  such  a  measure. 
When  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  has  been 
instructed  to  oppose  or  defend  a  measure, 
it  has  usually  been  that  an  order  has 
been  offered  here,  has  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  it,  and  if  they  reported  favorably 
and  action  was  taken  upon  it,  so  that  the  City 
Council  knew  definitely  what  was  going  to  be 
urged  or  opposed,  and  directed  it  to  be  done, 
then  its  committee  or  its  counsel  saw  that  the 
thing  was  done.  I  think  that  should  be  done 
every  time.  I  do  not  think  we  want  to  pass  such 
an  ordinance  as  this,  which  authorizes  a  commit- 
tee unless  otherwise  ordered,  without  waiting  for 
any  instruction,  without  waiting  to  find  out  what 
the  city  of  Boston  wants,  simply  to  go  up  there 
and  advocate  or  oppose  whatever  they  see  fit. 
This  city  annually  elects  a  large  number  of  men 
to  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  legislating. 
It  does  not  elect  us  here  to  legislate  for  the  city 
altogether.  What  right  have  we  to  select  a  num- 
ber of  men  to  represent  the  city  at  the  State  House 
and  attempt  to  influence  every  piece  of  legislation 
that  comes  up  and  represent  the  voice  of  the  city 
as  they  see  fit.  1  throw  that  out  for  careful  con- 
sideration. I  think  it  would  be  more  consistent 
and  proper  if  we  should  make  the  ordinauce  read 
as  1  suggested  in  the  amendment,  that  until  this 
City  Council  instructs  that  committee  to  advocate 
any  measure  or  oppose  it,  that  they  should  keep 
silent  and  let  the  representatives  of  the  city  in 
the  Legislature  oppose  or  advocate  it  in  their 
proper  character,  or  let  the  members  of  the  City 
Government,  uninstructed,  go  up  and  urge  their 
case  as  private  individuals. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  mis- 
print in  the  report  of  the  ordinance  where  it  says 
that  the  committee  shall  represent  the  city  in 
person  or  by  suitable  reports.  It  should  be  by 
suitable  agents.  It  seems  to  me  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  would  have  just  this  effect,  that 
when  we  have  passed  an  order  for  the  Mayor  to 
petition  the  Legislature  we  should  have  to  add  to 
that  order,  "and  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  are 
hereby  instructed  to  urge  the  passage  of  such  an 
act."  We  would  have  nobody  instructed  to  do 
anything.  I  cannot  recall  an  instance  in  which 
any  legislative  committee  in  past  years  has  un- 
dertaken to  speak  for  the  City  Government  in  a 
matter  concerning  the  powers  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, unless  it  has  been  so  instructed  by  the 
City  Council.    For  example,  if  any  private  indi- 
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vidual  in  the  house  should  introduce  an  order 
that  the  city  charter  should  he  amended  so  that 
the  Common  Council  should  be  composed  of  twen- 
ty-four members,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Leg- 
islative Committee  of  this  branch  would  go  up 
and  oppose  it  without  further  instruction.  But  I 
never  knew  any  instance  in  which  the  committee 
undertook  to  oppose  any  measure  unless  it 
touched  the  city  charter  or" they  were  told  by  vote 
to  attend  to  it.  But  beyond  that  it  would  be  un- 
advisable,  it  seems  to  me,  to  leave  out  these 
words  and  make  the  change  desired,  as  we  meet 
only  once  a  week  and  it  takes  ten  days  to  pass  an 
order,  while  at  the  Legislature  new  matters  are 
brought  in  every  day.  Experience  shows  that 
matters  are  brought  in  which  the  City  Govern- 
ment know  nothing  about;  they  are  introduced 
without  notice,  and  we  could  not  get  the  City 
Council  together  in  time  to  pass  any  order.  As 
an  actual  tact,  I  know  that  the  agent  we  em- 
ployed in  past  years  has  come  down  to  City  Hall 
here  at  noon  time  with  the  information  that 
some  member  has  introduced  a  bill  affecting 
the  city  of  Boston  —  it  may  be  affect- 
ing the  drainage  of  Pegan  Brook  or  some- 
where else,  and  now  he  says  we  want  to  go  up  and 
defend  the  rights  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Under 
the  ordinance  tbe  chairman  would  say,  By  all 
means  go  and  attend  to  the  rights  of  the  city; 
but  under  the  gentleman's  amendment  we  would 
have  no  agent  to  go  up  there,  and  it  would  take 
two  weeks  to  gt-t  an  order  passed.  In  fact,  legis- 
lation travels  rapidly  up  there,  and  our  interests 
are  so  liable  to  be  assailed  by  outside  parties, 
that  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  have  a  commit- 
tee with  a  paid  agent  ready  to  go  up  and  take 
action,  and  we  at  least  ought  to  be  in  the  position 
to  preserve  an  armed  neutrality  at  any  time.  If 
I  understand  the  gentleman's  proposition,  it  will 
leave  the  city  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  any 
schemers  in  the  Legislature.  I  think  we  ought  to 
have  a  committee  ready  to  attend  to  anything. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  notice  that  my  col- 
league, Mr.  Fisher,  is  absent  this  evening,  and  I 
move  that  the  ordinance  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8.15  o'clock. 

Mr.  Bailey— We  might  just  as  well  kill  it.  If 
we  put  it  over,the  Committee  on  Ordinances  can- 
not include  it  in  their  revision.  Mr.  Fisher  is  en- 
tirely in  favor  of  it,  and  has  been  from  the  be- 
ginning. I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  whether  he  thinks  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  presiding  officers  of  this  and  the 
other  branch  are  as  likely  to  do  things  in  viola- 
tion of  what  the  City  Government  wants  as  a 
member  is  who  is  simply  elected  from  some  dis- 
trict of  the  city  and  don't  know  anything  about 
the  business  of  City  Hall. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8— I  should  like  to  ask  if 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  has  been  coasulted  in  this  matter. 

The  President  —  That  committee  reported  in 
favor  of  this  ordinance. 

Mr.  Pratt— In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4,  in  a  simple  way  I  will  say  I  do  think 
so. 

Mr.  Bailey— That  a  committee  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil is  more  likely  to  do  wrong,  and  less  likely  to 
know  more  about  it  than  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature elected  from  one  district,  and  who  don't 
know  anything  about  matters  at  City  Hall. 

Mr.  Pratt — When  I  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee I  think  one  or  two  members  went  to  the 
Legislature  and  represented  that  they  had  au- 
thority from  the  committee  to  take  certain  ac- 
tion. I  think  the  paid  agent  went  up  there  this 
year  and  advocated  a  measure  in  a  form  that  this 
branch  of  the  City  Government  was  entirely  op- 
posed to.  I  do  not  believe  the  City  Government 
is  at  the  tender  mercy  of  designing  men  and  is 
liable  to  have  its  interests  jeopardized  at  the 
State  House. 

We  have  sent  forty-eight  picked  men  to  look  out 
for  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston  at  the  State 
House,  and  if  they  cannot  attend  to  it  and  pre- 
vent the  city  from  being  stormed  and  carried  off 
in  the  forenoon,  how  can  we  expect  a  small  com- 
mittee of  five  or  eight  from  City  Hall,  who  do  not 
go  up  there  except  as  they  are  informed  by  their 
agent,  to  be  able  to  do  anything?  It  is  simply 
preposterous,  and  is  utterly  ridiclous  and  absurd. 
The  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  looked  af- 
ter by  its  representatives  and  senators  elected  for 
that  purpose.  Is  it  likely  that  in  a  short  time  any 
traps  will  be  sprung  by  which  the  city  of  Boston 
will  go  down  into  the  mud  and  never  be  seen 
again?  Is  legislation  accomplished  so  speedily 
that  they  can    rush    a   measure   through    at  the 


State  House  and  nobody  can  hear  of  it  before  it 
is  passed?  Is  it  so  necessary  that  that  commit- 
tee shall  attend  to  every  matter  that  is  pro- 
posed or  referred  to  a  committee  or  intro- 
duced in  any  way  at  the  State  House,  that  they 
should  be  there  on  hand  to  advocate  or  oppose  it, 
or  represent  the  city  of  Boston  in  respect  to  it  ? 
There  are  very  few  things  brought  up  there  that 
affect  the  city  of  Boston  that  do  not  also  affect 
private  citizens  and  interests;  they  are  likely  to 
look  out  for  their  private  affairs  and  have  repre- 
sentatives there  for  that  purpose.  When  the  city 
of  Boston  in  its  corporate  capacity  desires  to  take 
any  action,  it  should  see  that  its  agents  are  in- 
structed, and  should  not  give  any  small  commit- 
tee carte  blanche  to  go  up  and  act  without  in- 
structions from  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Greenough— If  I  thought  the  description 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  of  the  duties 
performed  by  his  committee  was  a  proper  repre- 
sentation of  their  manner  of  performing  them,  I 
should  say  the  committee  ought  to  be  done  away 
with.  But  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
in  employing  counsel  and  telling  him  to  look 
after  the  city  business,  they  have  done  what  they 
should  do.  I  do  not  understand  that  the  commit- 
tee is  raised  for  the  purpose  of  framing  bills.  I 
should  say  it  is  the  duty  of  that  committee  to  see 
that  the  petitions  sent  in  by  the  Mayor  are  prop- 
erly attended  to  by  the  committees  and  the  city's 
counsel;  if  they  are  stopped  anywhere  that  the 
proper  influences  are  brought  to  bear,  that  they 
should  see  the  committee  and  testify  before  them. 
When  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  says  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  wanted  information  on  the 
subject  of  telephone  wires,  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Legislative  Matters  and  the  City  Solicitor 
were  at  sea,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  should  have  been 
at  sea.  They  ought  to  have  found  out.  That  is 
their  business.  The  time  has  been  when  mem- 
bers of  that  committee  did  something.  When 
Henry  L.  Pierce  was  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters  he  used  to  attend  to  its 
business.  I  understand  that  the  present  chair- 
man of  legislative  matters  does  not  attend  to  it, 
and  therefore  he  is  perfectly  willing  to  have  the 
committee  done  away  with.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  who  says  the  committee  has  not  been 
called  together  wants  to  do  away  with  it.  I 
think  that  if  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters attended  to  their  business  they  would  have 
enough  to  do. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  the  previous  question 
in  order  that  we  may  comes  to  some  decision. 

Mr.  Wheeler  objected,  desiring  to  change  his 
amendment  somewhat. 

Mr.  Bailey  objected  because  there  appeared  to 
be  a  misconception  of  the  tendency  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Pratt  favored  the  special  assignment,  as 
did  also  Mr.  Wheeler. 

Further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  quarter 
past  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  repre- 
senting that  in  consequence  of  the  large  number 
of  names  registered  in  the  late  election,  the  sum 
specifically  appropriated  for  the  appointment  of 
Assistant  Registrars  and  Clerks  is  insufficient  to 
meet  this  item  of  expenditure  for  the  balance  of 
the  year.  The  gross  appropriation  for  the  de- 
partment will  be  sufficient  if  all  unexpended  bal- 
ances not  required  for  specific  items  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  item  for  Assistant  Registrars  and 
Clerks,  and  the  passage  of  the  proper  order  to 
that  effect  is  requested.  Referred  to  Finance 
Committee.    Sent  up. 

SALE  OP  IMPURE  PRINTS,  ETC. 

The  following  was  received: 

In  School  Committee,  l 
Nov.  9,  1880.      J 

Whereas,  the  exhibition  and  sale  of  impure 
prints,  papers  and  figures,  manifestly  tending  to 
the  corruption  of  the  morals  of  youth,  are  carried 
on  in  this  city  in  an  open  and  shameless  manner, 
and 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  board,  it  is  im- 
possible that  the  moral  education  of  the  youth  in 
the  public  schools  can  be  properly  directed  in  the 
face  of  an  implied  public  assent  to  the  sale  and 
circulation  of  such  impure  prints,  papers  and 
figures;  therefore 
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Ordered,  That  the  president  of  the  board  be  re- 
quested to  ask  the  attention  of  the  City  Council 
to  the  matter,  with  a  view  of  securing  a  strict  en- 
forcement of  the  laws  of  1862  and  1880  affecting 
this  subject. 

Offered  by  Mr.  Moran. 

Passed  unanimously. 

A  true  copy.    Attest:    Pbineas  Bates,  Jk., 

Secretary. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Police. 
Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Petitions  of  John  B.  "Wilson,  to  erect  a  wooden 
addition  to  62  Water  street,  Ward  5,  and  Hubbard 
&  Blake,  to  extend  a  wooden  building  on  Alf  ord 
street,  Ward  4.  Severally  referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7— Petition  of  William  J. 
Sullivan,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  310  Bos- 
ton street.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims.    Sent  up. 

Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  presented  the  following: 

To  the  City  Council  of  .Boston — The  undersigned 
residents  of  Ward  23  (Jamaica  PlaiD)  and  other 
sections  of  the  city,  respectfully  pray  that  the 
city  would  become  the  owners  of  the  franchise  of 
the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company  and  all  its 
rights  in  Jamaica  Pond,  provided  the  same  can 
be  acquired  by  purchase  at  a  reasonable  price. 

The  reasons  why  the  ci'.y  should  be  the  owner  of 
this  franchise  and  property  are  so  manifest  that 
they  hardly  need  be  stated. 

The  Aqueduct  Company  undertake  to  supply  the 
inhabitants  as  well  as  several  manufactories  and 
breweries  in  Wards  21  and  22,  and  a  part  of  Brook- 
line  with  water  from  Jamaica  Pond;  they  have 
drained  it  so  low  that  this  beautiful  sheet  of  wa- 
ter has  become  an  unsightly  spot,  and  now  that  it 
has  become  inadequate  to  supply  their  customers, 
they  have  been  obliged  to  resort  to  artesian  wells, 
and  these  not  beiDg  sufficient  to  supply  the  de- 
mand, the  city  is  furnishing  them  water  to  meet 
the  deficiency. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  the  city  should  own  this 
franchise  and  supply  our  citizens  with  water 
either  from  Lake  Cochituate  or  from  Jamaica 
Pond,  as  may  be  deemed  best,  giving  it  thereby 
the  control  of  the  water  of  the  pond,  so  that  it 
can  regulate  the  quantity  to  be  drawn  therefrom, 
and  make  it  in  the  future,  as  it  has  been  in  the 
past,  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  beautiful 
features  of  our  suburbs. 

Nov.  8,  1880. 

John  C.  Pratt,  Charles  Brewer,  Joseph  S.  Ropes, 
J.  S.  Robinson,  Thomas  Groom,  Charles  E.  Guild, 
James  Sturgis,  H.  Jewell,  William  V.  Hutchings, 
George  F.  King,  S.  W.  Swett,  Mark  R.  Wendell, 
William  H.  Goodwin,  M.  D.  Ross,  T.  Quincy 
Browne,  A.  J.  C.  Sowdon,  John  W.  McKim, 
G.  Winthrop  Coffin,  Alexander  Williams,  R.  M.  - 
Morse,  Jr.,  Richard  Stone,  Jr.,  C.  O.  Whitmore, 
Francis  Jaques,  George  O.  Carpenter,  Frank  W. 
Reynolds,  Thomas  P.  Proctor,  John  R.  Duff,  and 
many  others. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  Sent 
up. 

Highland  Park  Extension. 

By  Mr.  Plimpton  of  Ward  24 — Petition  of  George 
D.  Brown  and  others,  for  the  purchase  of  estate 
of  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital  on  Fort  avenue,  and 
adding  same  to  Highland  Park.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  of  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Emmanuel  Downing,  to  be 
compensated  for  damages  to  his  estate  by  the 
erection  of  a  schoolhouse  well.  Accepted.  Sent 
up. 

INSPECTION  OP  VINEGAR. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  instructed  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  at  its  next  session  for  amend- 
ments to  chapter  113  of  acts  of  1880,  as  follows, 
viz.:  So  that  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  in- 
spectors of  vinegar  be  permissive  and  not  obliga- 
tory, that  such  inspectors  be  appointed  for  the 
term  of  one  year  only  and  until  their  successors 
are  appointed;  that  they  may  be  removed  at  any 
time  by  the  Mayor  with  the  consent  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen;  and  that  they  may  be  paid  by  fees 
or  a  portion  of  fees  to  be  charged  for  inspecting, 
or  by  a  percentage  of  fines  collected,  as  the  City 
Council  may  from  time  to  time  decide;  and  that 


moderate  fees  be  charged  for  inspection,  to  be 
paid  into  the  city  treasury. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  offer  this  order  with  another 
which  I  sent  to  the  desk,  they  being  matters 
which  have  been  before  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances during  the  revision,  and  there  being  evi- 
dent defects  in  the  present  law.  In  deference  to 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  I 
have  written  out  what  seemed  to  rue  to  be  neces- 
sary, although  ordinarily  we  should  simply  ask  to 
have  that  chapter  amended.  The  act  providing 
for  the  inspection  cf  vinegar  requires  the 
Mayor  to  appoint  one  or  more  inspect- 
ors. It  does  not  state  the  length  of 
the  term  of  office,  confers  no  power  of 
removal,  and  directs  that  they  be  appointed  an- 
nually. If  one  man  is  appointed  every  year,  and 
there  is  no  power  of  removal,  and  no  specified 
term  of  office,  at  the  end  of  ten  years  we  should 
have  ten  Inspectors.  At  all  events,  when  the  In- 
spector of  Vinegar  came  before  us  he  stated  he 
was  willing  to  be  paid  by  fines  or  fees,  and  to  take 
half  the  fines,  if  not  less";  but  we  have  no  power 
to  act.  The  story  is  rather  a  long  one,  but  it  is 
all  to  one  point. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  think  it  is  rather  dan- 
gerous to  pass  such  an  order  as  that  without 
some  supervision  by  a  committee,  and  I  move  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters.    Sent  up. 

GENERAL     MEETINGS    OF    LEGAL  VOTERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  instructed  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  at  its  next  session  for  the 
repeal  of  the  provisions  of  the  City  Charter  re- 
specting general  meetings  of  the  legal  voters  as 
distinct  from  meetings  in  wards  or  precincts. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond readiDg. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  matter  of  public  meetings 
of  legal  voters  as  distinct  from  ward  meetings 
has  arisen  in  connection  with  the  revision  of  the 
ordinances.  I  am  real  sorry  my  colleague  from 
Ward  4  on  the  committee  should  play  such  a 
joke  upon  the  Council.  The  tact  Is  be  knows 
perfectly  well  that  the  order  already  read  has 
been  considered  by  him,  and  he  knows  that  the 
law  is  defective.  I  am  afraid  his  grave  humor  is 
not  appreciated  by  the  Council.  This  matter  is 
so  short  that  perhaps  the  Council  can  understand 
it  without  reference  to  a  committee.  The  pres- 
ent city  charter  provides  that  general 
meetings  of  the  citizens  qualified  to  vote  on  city 
affairs  may  be  held  to  consult  upon  the  common 
good.  There  has  never  been  such  a  general  meet- 
ing held.  You  could  not  get  75,000  or  80,000  legal 
voters  into  any  place.  It  is  also  perfectly  evident 
that  this  provision  of  the  charter  as  it  stands  is 
useless, and  that  under  some  circumstances  it  may 
be  productive  of  evil.  By  the  law  fifty  citizens 
can  oblige  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  send  out 
warning  by  means  of  constables  calling  a  general 
meeting  of  all  the  legal  voters.  The  Mayor  must 
preside  at  such  meetings  if  he  is  present,  and  the 
City  Clerk  will  have  to  go  there  and  act  as  clerk 
of  the  meeting.  I  do  not  know  anything  that 
will  prevent  fifty  persons  who  are  crazy  on  any 
subject,  if  they  are  legal  voters,  from  putting  the 
city  to  the  expense  and  annoyance  and  danger  of 
having  the  whole  cityaroused  byhaving  notice  sent 
to  all  legal  voters  under  the  seal  of  the  city,  and 
warrants  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  City  Clerk,  and  that  the  Mayor  will 
preside,  if  he  is  present,  and  the  meeting  be  at- 
tended by  the  City  Clerk.  Fortunately  such  a 
right  has  never  been  used, and  we  propose  to  wipe 
out  the  statute.  The  City  Clerk  stated  that  no 
such  general  meeting  had  been  held;  when  at  our 
request  he  re-dratted  the  section  relating  to  elec- 
tions, he  left  out  the  section  providing  for  warn- 
ing general  meetings;  but  still  the  provision  stands 
on  the  statute  book  as  a  part  of  our  city  charter. 
If  the  Council  decides  to  leave  this  out,  we  will 
not  report  it  in  the  ordinances.  For  my  part  I  do 
not  feel  any  danger  unless  we  send  it  to  some 
committee  which" will  not  be  appointed  until  next 
year. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  he  has  any  objection  to  having  it  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  with  the 
other  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  know  as  I  have  any  ob- 
jection to  having  it  indefinitely  postponed.    If 


5fc>t> 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


the  Council  desire  it  continued,  let  us  know  it, 
and  we  will  report  an  ordinance.  If  it  is  referred 
to  a  committee,  we  don't  know  whether  to  frame 
an  ordinance  or  not.  Instead  of  having  it  referred 
to  a  committee,  I  should  prefer  to  have  it  take  its 
second  reading  at  the  next  meeting,  so  that  mem- 
bers may  understand  it.  I  believe  there  is  no 
question  whatever  as  to  the  effect.  Instead  of  re- 
ferring it,  I  move  that  the  order  take  its  second 
reading  at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  believe  it  is  custom- 
ary for  all  important  matters  to  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  and  it  seems  to  me  this  should  be  so 
referred.  I  move  that  it  he  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Affairs. 

The  President— The  motion  to  postpone  to  the 
next  meeting  takes  precedence. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  believe  that  in  no  case  which 
I  can  remember  of  late  years  has  such  a  matter 
been  referred  to  a  committee.  An  order  has  been 
brought  in  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  a 
certain  thing,  and  as  in  this  case  it  is  easily  un- 
derstood and  can  be  readily  passed.  I  believe  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  tVard  4  is  the  only 
instance  of  having  such  matters  referred  to  a 
committee.  This  matter  does  not  concern  me, 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  or  any  other  com- 
mittee. It  can  readily  be  found  out  by  any  one 
who  reads  the  city  charter.  By  referring  it  to 
the  next  meeting  everybody  will  be  able  to  see 
whether  I  am  right  or  wrong.  It  I  am  wrong,  I 
can  only  say  it  is  upon  good  authority. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— This  matter  has  got  to 
come  up  before  the  next  Legislature,  and  if  it  is 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters 
they  will  understand  it,  as  undoubtedly  some 
members  of  the  present  committee  will  be  on 
that  committee  next  year.  Therefore  I  hope  the 
motion  to  refer  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Either  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  or  myself  is  at  sea,  and  I  would  ask  him 
•whether  these  petitions  do  not  have  to  go  in  be- 
fore the  session  of  the  Legislature.  They  are 
usually  sent  in  before  the  meeting  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  certainly  a  very  eaily  date  in  February 
under  ordinary  circumstances. 

Mr.  Bailey— That  is  all  very  true.  But  there  is 
no  time  to  consider  it  when  it  has  been  before  the 
committee.  If  the  committee  decide  to  take  it  up 
tomorrow  or  the  next  day,  and  notify  the  City 
Solicitor,  he  rushes  around  and  finds  the  Legisla- 
tive Committee  of  the  City  Council,  who  are 
entirely  ignorant  about  it,  because  it  has  never 
been  referred  to  them;  but  if  he  finds  that  some 
member  of  the  committee  of  this  year  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  next  year,  he  can  aseertain 
what  there  is  about  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  we  refer  an  order  of  this 
kind  to  the  Legislative  Committee,  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  they  can  approve  it  and  send  it  to  the 
Legislature  without  doing  anything  more. 

Mr.  Bailey— They  will  report  back  the  order  to 
be  passed  or  rejected.  But  I  say  some  member  of 
the  committee  will  be  able  to  state  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  city  of  Boston  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  can  only  say  I  am  confounded 
by  the  entire  change  from  the  practice  of  past 
years.  It  has  never  been  the  custom  to  refer 
these  orders  to  the  committee.  The  two  orders  I 
have  presented  are  apparently  a  necessity.  I  do 
not  understand  that  any  man  in  this  body  will 
object  to  either  of  them,  but  still  it 
seems  desired  to  begin  a  new  system, 
and  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters,  which  has  not  held  a  session  since  last 
winter,  in  hopes  that  some  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  this  year  will  be  a  member  of  it  next 
year.  If  the  gentleman  is  going  to  be  consistent 
in  his  ideas  it  would  be  betterto  refer  to  aspecial 
committee  consisting  of  the  President  of  this 
body  and  Mr.  Murphy  of  Ward  19;  they  having  been 
elected  to  the  Legislature,  will  be  able  to  tell  the 
Legislature  what  it  means. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

PROPOSED  ABOLITION    OP    VOTING  BY  PRECINCTS. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
Oenera\  Court,  at  its  next  session,  for  the  repeal 
of  so  much  of  chapter  243,  acts  of  1878,  entitled 
"An  act  in  relation  to  registration  and  elections 
in  the  city  of  Boston,"  and  amendments  thereto, 
as  provide  for  the  division  of  the  wards  of  the 
city  into  voting  precincts. 

Mr.  Ward— The  order  contemplates  petitioning 
the  Legislature  for  the  repeal  of  the  act  dividing 
the  wards  of  the  city  of  Boston  into  voting  pre- 


cincts, and  a  return  to  the  old  system  of  having 
one  polling  place  in  each  ward.  For  the  purpose 
of  giving  members  an  opportunity  to  look  into 
the  matter,  I  move  it  be  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  8.30  o'clock. 
The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Police 
Department  be  instructed  to  give  one  or  more 
public  hearings  at  the  earliest  convenient  date,  to 
all  persons  having  complaints  to  make  against 
the  management  of  the  present  Police  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  offer  this  order  for  the  reason 
that  in  last  evening's  Transcript  I  find  a  commu- 
nication signed  "Observer,"  which  makes  the  fol- 
lowing statement: 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  Police  Commis- 
sion is  allowed  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  de- 
partment for  another  year  in  the  manner  that  it 
has  been  run  since  the  Democratic  party  has  con- 
trolled it,  the  citizens  of  Boston,  irrespective  of 
party,  will  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  passage 
of  a  bill  for  a  police  for  this  city  to  be  governed 
by  a  commission  selected  by  the  governor.  A 
petition  to  that  effect  has  already  been  filed  for 
presentation  to  the  next  Legislature." 
The  Police  Commission  system  was  established 
by  a  Republican  Legislature  at  the  request  of  a 
Republican  City  Council.  This  attack  seems  to 
be  upon  the  present  members  of  the  commission. 
I  have  seen  similar  statements  made  in  the  Tran- 
script before,  but  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  seen 
anything  that  brought  it  really  to  a 
head,  and  that  is  that  a  petition  has 
been  filed  for  presentation  to  the  Legislature 
for  a  metropolitan  p.olice.  Every  member  of  this 
Council,  without  respect  to  party,  is  concerned 
in  the  idea  whether  the  powers  given  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Government  are  to  be  taken 
away  on  the  petition  of  any  persons  who  do  not 
like'the  conduct  of  these  officials,  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  find  out  whether  there  is  any  ground  of 
complaint.  I  have  never  heard  any  com- 
plaint against  the  present  officials  or 
their  predecessors.  But  when  I  see 
such  a  statement  in  an  influential  paper 
that  such  a  petition  has  been  circulated  because 
there  is  mismanagement  in  the  department,  we 
ought  to  invite  those  who  are  circulating  the  pe- 
tition to  come  before  us.  If  there  is  mismanage- 
ment I  will  be  the  first  to  vote  to  turn  out  the 
Commissioners  or  petition  for  a  change.  I  doubt 
whether  anonymous  articles  of  this  kind  are 
worth  notice,  but  when  petitions  of  this  kind  are 
circulated,  I  believe  City  Hall  is  the  first 
place  to  bring  the  statement  to  light.  I  suppose 
the  Committee  on  Police,  representing  the  politi- 
cal sentiments  of  the  City  Council,  would  be  en- 
tirely impartial  to  make  such  an  investigation. 
People  who  have  statements  to  make  ought  to 
come  to  City  Hall  before  rushing  to  the  Legisla- 
ture and  asking  that  any  power  we  now  have  be 
taken  away  from  us.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the 
hearing  will  be  given. 

Mr.  Coe  -This  is  the  first  time  I  ever  knew  this 
body  to  act  upon  an  anonymous  communication. 
I  move  the  order  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  the  gentleman  will  bear 
in  mind  that  its  not  being  signed  does  not  affect 
the  reasons  for  offering  it.  I  suppose  a  commu- 
nication to  the  Transcript  would  bring  out  the 
author.  I  believe  such  a  petition  is  in  circulation 
to  be  filed  at  the  Legislature,  and  that  there  is  an 
attempt  to  have  the  metropolitan  police.  It 
seems  to  me  an  inquiry  should  be  made  from  City 
Hall.  I  hope  for  the  credit  of  the  Council  we 
will  not  indefinitely  postpone  an  order  for  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  Bailey — I  think  the  order  ought  to  be  a  lit- 
tle wider.  I  have  seen  in  the  papers  that  the 
Board  of  Health  are  usurping  powers  of  the  City 
Council.  The  gentleimn  ought  to  enlarge  the 
scope  of  the  inquiry  and  ask  the  people  to  come 
in  and  make  their  complaints  against  all  the  de- 
partments. If  the  gentleman  would  enlarge  the 
scope  of  the  Inquiry  I  would  be  inclined  to  con- 
sider it  more  seriously  than  as  it  is  offered. 

Mr.  Whitmore— My  friend  from  Ward  4  is  in  a 
very  jocose  mood  this  evening.  It  is  because  we 
have  a  few  members  present  perhaps.  I  move 
that  the  order  take  its  second  reading  at  the  next 
meeting.  I  do  not  believe  such  a  statement 
would  be  allowed  to  appear  in  the   Transcript 
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columns  unless  it  were  a  fact.  If  it  is  laid  over 
to  the  next  meeting,  I  will  produce  either  from 
the  Transcript  office,  or  some  other  proper  place, 
evidence  that  there  is  such  a  petition  in  circula- 
tion, and  for  the  reasons  set  forth  herein.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  to  be  laughed  away,  or  pooh- 
poohed.  I  move  to  specially  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8.30. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  motion  to 
specially  assign  will  not  prevail.  We  have  a  pret- 
ty long  list  for  the  next  meeting.  I  dislike  to  be 
harassed  with  seeing  such  questions  lying 
around.  I  do  not  think,  without  meaning  any 
reflection  upon  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that 
we  ought  to  expect  him  to  bring  his  foundlings 
here  and  ask  us  to  take  care  of  them.  I  sup- 
posed that  the  elections  were  past  and  the  polit- 
ical skies  had  somewhat  cleared  awav,  especially 
the  newspaper  sky.  But  I  am  sorry  to  see  a  cloud 
appearing  so  soon.  The  gentleman  might  amuse 
this  branch  a  great  deal  more  than  bv  bringing 
in  political  questions.  He  says  it  is  an  anonymous 
communication,  and  it  appears  in  large  type.  I 
am  not  accustomed  to  attach  any  more  signifi- 
cance to  a  matter  that  appears  in  large  type.  He 
says  it  appears  in  the  Transcript,  and  that,  it  is 
an  influential  paper.  I  svippose  that  is 
true.  I  suppose  we  all  read  one  page  of 
it  twice  a  week.  We  may  imagine  that  every- 
body else  in  the  city  or  Commonwealth  reads  it  for 
the  same  reason,  especially  since  we  have  had 
such  spicy  debates  of  late.  He  also  believes  that 
a  petition  has  been  presented  to  the  Legislature, 
and  that  seems  to  be  the  gravamen  of  his  trouble. 
It  is  a  constitutional  right  of  every  citizen  to  pe- 
tition the  Legislature,  and  have  it  heard,  and  if 
somebody  has  petitioned  that  the  Police 
Commission  he  abolished,  I  do  not  see 
how  the  City  Government  is  going  to  prevent 
it  from  being  considered.  I  do  not  understand 
the  gentleman  to  intimate  that  he  thinks  the 
Police  Commission  have  been  derelict  in  their 
duties  and  scandalous  in  their  office  as  to  require 
an  immediate  investigation.  Until  some  respon- 
sible person  has  a  charge  to  make  against  the 
Police  Commission,  I  do  not  understand  why  we 
should  rush  out  with  our  cudgels  and  institute  an 
investigation.  If  the  gentleman  thinks  because  an 


anonymous  writer  in  so  influential  a  paper  as  the 
Transcript  has  sviggested  a  wrong  action  on  the 
part  of  somebody,  that  we  ought  immediately  to 
open  an  investigation,  I  am  afraid  he  will  have 
more  orders  to  introduce  during  the  year  than  in 
times  past,  which  is  saying  a  great  deal.  The 
woods  are  full  of  them.  If  we  are  to  pick  up 
every  one  of  their  fault-findings.  I  am  sure  the 
gentleman  will  keep  us  busy.  We  ought  not  to 
take  action  until  some  one  is  ready  to  bring  for- 
ward a  responsibly  made  charge.  I  hope  the  or- 
der will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman  has  undoubted- 
ly made  a  plausible  statement  of  the  reasons  why 
the  Council  should  not  entertain  the  order,  on  the 
ground  that  we  are  not  bound  to  notice  anony- 
mous statement.  But  I  say  this  is  only  the  cli- 
max of  a  number  of  articles  on  the  subject,  and 
it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  hear  whether  the 
complaints  are  from  any  reputable  source. 
But  if  the  gentleman  believes  that  these 
statements  are  unfounded,  that  the  Tran- 
script and  its  correspondent  are  mis- 
taken, and  that  there  is  "no  fear  whatever  of 
such  a  petition  being  accepted  and  favorably 
acted  upon  by  the  Legislature,  I  am  willing  to 
rest  on  that  assurance  from  such  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  prevailing  party.  I  supposed  a 
statement  of  this  kind  was  entitled  to  notice,  and 
it  seemed  the  proper  way  to  do  so  was  to  challenge 
inquiry.  I  do  not  believe  there  nas  been  gross 
misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  Police  or  Fire  Com- 
missioners, or  we  should  have  known  of  it  before 
now.  If  the  gentleman  is  content  to  state  by  bis 
vote  that  he  disbelieves  the  sensation  created  by 
the  Transcript,  I  am  content,  and  shall  be  satis- 
fied that  it  has  been  brought  up.  If  any  gentle- 
man takes  any  stock  in  this  statement,  and  that 
the  citizens  are  going  to  take  any  such  action 
before  the  Legislature,  there  ought  to  be  some 
inquiry.  But  if  gentlemen  disbelieve  it,  I  should 
be  willing  to  have  the  matter  thrown  aside.  I 
still  believe  a  great  deal  of  mischief  is  intended 
by  it. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser  of 
Ward  3. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
NOVEMBER    15,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PUTITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows  :  Samuel  T.  Learnard,  new  wooden,  1 
horse,  Washington  street,  near  Allston  street, 
"Ward  25;  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  old 
brick,  100  additional  horses,  Dudley  street,  near 
Brook  place,  Ward  20;  old  wooden,  40  horses,  on 
Park  street,  near  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  24; 
C.  C.  Cobleigh,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  Wiilard 
place,  Ward  25;  G.  R.  Farwell,  new  wooden,  2 
horses,  Mt.  Vernon  street,  near  Dorchester  street, 
Ward  15;  George  W.  Parker,  old  wooden,  1  cow, 
Pynchon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  James  E.  Bowe, 
to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  the  entry  of 
sun  ace  water  on  his  land  on  G  street;  Charles  J. 
Lee  el  al.,  for  a  crosswalk  on  Dudley  street  at 
Howard  avenue;  Mjcah  Dyer,  Jr.,  for  a  cross- 
walk from  Upham's  Corner  to  the  corner  of  Up- 
ham's  avenue  and  Hancock  street,  Ward  24;  Ar- 
thur H.  Nichols  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalks  at  1  to 
25  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Andrew  Barrett,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  change  of  grade  of  Cheny  street, 
Roxbury;  John  W.  Leatherbee,  for  the  removal  of 
a  telegraph  pole  recently  erected  in  front  of  390 
Albany  street  to  the  opposite  side  of  said  street; 
Martha  A.  Williams  and  others,  that  the  edge- 
stones  on  Worcester  square  be  reset:  Abner~J. 
Tower,  tor  driveway  at  549  Albany  street;  F.  W. 
Ryder  &  Son  etal.,  for  plank  walk  on  Windsor 
street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  of 
Michael  J.  Kallea,  77  Baxter  street;  A.H.Nich- 
ols, 167  West  Nintn  street;  W.  H,  Gallagher,  Blue 
Hill  avenue;  James  E.  Bowe,  C  street,  between 
Eighth  and  Niuth  streets;  Beujamin  Foxwell, 
061-663  Parker  street. 

Pickering  Atwell  et  at.,  for  a  crosswalk  on  Dud- 
ley street  at  Dudley-street  Opera  House;  John 
Quirk,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  208  Cen- 
tre street  to  Centre  street,  near  Highland  street. 
Ward  21. 

Robert  Swan,  for  a  crosswalk  on  Hancock 
street,  near  Winter  street;  James  Waldock  et  al., 
for  a  crosswalk  on  Tremont  street  at  the  railroad 
crossing;  E.  L.  Bartlett  et  al.,  for  removal  of  tel- 
egraph pole  from  28  Lincoln  street. 

Petitions  tor  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  A.  Zeigler,  corner  of  Station  and  Tremont 
streets;  H.  B.  Williams,  62-72  St.  James  avenue. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estate  of  South  Boston  Savings  Bank,  211 
K  street;  Ella  F.  Judkins,  209  K  street;  D.  H.  Mc- 
kay,  49-51  Munroe  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Edwin  F. 
Ranisell,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  done  to  his  horse 
on  account  of  insecure  condition  of  West  Eighth 
street;  John  Tighe,  to  be  refunded  amount  paid 
for  sewer  in  Forest  street  under  an  error. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Account*.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Social  Law  Library,  for  their  an- 
nual appropriation. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  D.  Wester 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Greenwood  avenue,  Ward  23; 
Joseph  Hammond  ct  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  New 
Lamartine  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  James  B.  Field 
et  a?.,  that  Willow  court  be  lighted;  H.H.Davis 
et  al.,  for  street  lamps  on  Evans,  Nelson  and 
Capen  streets,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  J.  Ballard,  for  award  of  damages  for 
land  taken  on  Western  avenue,  Brighton. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  petition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  construct 
a  turnout  track,  300  feet  long,  on  Hancock  street, 
Ward  24. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Paving. 

PROPOSED  GIFT  TO  THE  CITY. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall,  1 
Boston,  Nov.  15,  1880.     j 
To  the   Honorable    City    Council— I     transmit 


herewith  a  communication  from  H.  P.  Kidder, 
Esq.,  offering  to  present  the  city  of  Boston  with 
a  marble  group  by  Benzoni,  to  be  placed  in  the 
new  Latiu  School  building.  In  addition  to  his 
generous  gift  of  the  statue,  Mr.  Kidder  states  his 
willingness  to  assume  the  expense  of  placing  it 
in  position  in  the  new  ouilding,  so  that  the  city 
shall  be  at  no  cost  in  the  matter.  I  respectfully 
recommend  the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Kidder's  lib- 
eral offer.  Frederick  O.  Prince. 

Mayor. 
Boston,  Nov.  10,  1880. 

Hon.  F.  (J.  Prince,  Chairman  School  Board: 
My  Dear  Sir — I  wish  to  offer  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton through  you,  to  be  placed  in  the  new  Latin 
School,  a  marble  group  by  Benzoni,  illustrating 
"The  Flight  from  Pompeii."  1  think  you  already 
have  an  idea  of  the  work.  Should  it  be  accepted, 
I  will  pay  the  expense  of  placing  it  in  position,  so 
that  it  shall  be  at  no  cost  to  the  city. 
With  much  respect, 

Yours  very  truly, 

H.  V.  Kidder. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Sent  down. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions,  etc.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Request  of  Registrars  of  Voters  for  additional 
appropriation  for  payment  of  assistant  registrars 
and  clerks.  Referred  to  Coinmittep  on  Finance 
in  concurrence. 

Request  by  School  Committee  that  measures  be 
taken  to  suppress  the  exhibition  and  sale  of  in- 
decent papers  acd  prints.  Referred  to  tue  Com- 
mittee on  Police  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  City  Hospital  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  allowing  visits  to  patients 
at  the  City  Hospital  on  Sundays.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of 
Emanuel  Downing  to  be  paid  for  alleged  damages 
caused  by  the  erection  of  a  schoolhouse  wall  next 
his  estate.     Accepted  in  concurrence. 

ADVERTISING  AND  CONTINGENT  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

In  Committee  on  Finance,  , 
Monday.  Nov.  15,  1880.      ) 

To  the  City  Council— The  Auditor  of  Accounts 
reports  that  the  appropriation  for  Advertising  for 
the  City  Council  o"t  $1200  is  nearly  exhausted/and 
that  an  additional  one  of  $500  will  be  needed  this 
financial  year;  also  that  the  appropriation  of 
S3000  fo>  the  expenses  of  the  joint  committees  of 
the  City  Council  not  having  charge  ot  any  appro- 
priation of  money  is  nearly  expended,  and  that 
there  will  be  needed  to  be  added  to  said  appropri- 
ation the  sum  of  $1300,  a  portion  of  which  will  be 
required  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  exDert  em- 
ployed in  the  Treasury  Department.  Your  com- 
mittee would,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order  making  the  necessary 
transfer  of  amounts  as  above  set  forth. 

For  the  committee.  Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
lie  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Advertising 
the  sum  of  $500,  and  to  the  Contingent  Fund, 
joint  committees,  the  sum  of  $1300. 

Passed — yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

THE    WOODWARD     DEFALCATION. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  (City  Doc.  126) 
the  following: 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Department 
on  the  Woodward  Defalcation. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  | 
Nov.  15,  1880.     ) 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Treasury  De- 
partment respectfully  report  that  on  the  14th  dav 
of  October  last  a  defalcation  was  discovered  in 
that  depart. nent.  The  first  intimation  that  the 
members  of  the  committee  received  of  the  affair 
was  through  the  account  which  appeared  in  the 
Boston  Herald  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  18.  A 
meeting  of  the  committee  was  immediately  called, 
and  the  City  Treasurer  then  reported  that  his 
cashier,  John  A.  Woodward,  had  absconded,  and 
that  there  was  a  deficiency  in  his  accounts.  A 
sub-committee,  consisting  of  the  chairman  (Alder- 
man Whitten)  and  Mr.  Hart,  was  at  once  appoint- 
ed, with  full  authority  to  investigate  the  affair. 

The  sub-committee  employed  Mr.  R.  Stuart 
Chase  of  Haverhill,  an  expert  of  known  ability. 
to  make  a  thorough  examination  ot  all  branches 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  his  report, which 
is  herewith  submitted,  gives  a  clear  aud  compre- 
hensive statement  of  the  results  of  his  examina- 
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tion.  For  the  better  information  of  the  CKv 
Council  the  committee  deem  it  advisable  to  pre- 
sent an  account  of  the  nature  of  Woodward's 
transactions,  and  the  methods  employed  by  him 
to  avoid  detection,  as  developed  in  the  course  of 
the  examination,  and  as  shown  by  Mr.  Chase's  re- 
port. 

Prior  to  October,  1874,  Woodward  was  for  some 
years  the  bond  and  interest  clerk,  having  no  han- 
dling of  money,  but  keeping  record  of  these 
claims  paid,  and  issuing  his  checks  for  payment 
of  same  by  the  cashier. 

Mr.  Tracy  was  then  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Dennie 
cashier. 

In  October,  1874,  Mr.  Dennie  being  taken  ill,  was 
absent  from  his  post  til!  early  in  the  next  year. 
Meantime  Mr.  Tracy  placed  Mr.  Woodward  at  his 
desk,  and  he  performed  the  duties  of  both  bond 
and  interest  clerk  and  cashier  pro  tern.,  until  the 
death  of  Mr.  Tracy,  in  January,  1875.  Jan.  28, 
1875,  Mr.  Dennie  was  elected  City  Treasurer.  Mr. 
"Woodward  continued  to  act  as  cashier,  without 
formal  confirmation,  until  August,  1875,  the  rea- 
son for  delay  being  that  the  division  of  the 
Treasury  Department  into  Collector's  and  Treas- 
urer's was  impending,  and  it  was  judged  best  to 
take  no  action  till  alter  this  was  accomplished. 

Under  Mr.  Tracy,  Woodward  had  full  control  c-S 
the  pay-roll  tailings  account,  and  funds,  but  not 
of  the  general  bank  deposits  or  check  books,  and 
was  subject  in  his  general  cash  to  a  more  or  less 
careful  scrutiny;  but  under  Mr.  Dennie  the  con- 
trol of  both  passed  into  his  hands,  as  well  as  the 
pay-roll  tailings,  and  after  June  1,  1876,  the  sink- 
ing-lund  deposit  and  check  books  also. 

In  April,  1875,  Mr.  Ager  was  appointed  as  bond 
and  interest  clerk,  and  relieved  Woodward  of  the 
duties  of  this  desk;  but  he  continued  to  keep  the 
sinking-fund  journal  and  ledger,  and  also  the 
cash  book,  until  May,  1877,  when  these  were  also 
assumed  by  Mr.  Ager,  who  introduced  many  im- 
proved methods  of  accounting  in  these  funds. 
As  stated  above,  the  deposit  and  check  books 
still  continued  in  Woodward's  control,  subject, 
up  to  May,  1876,  to  the  verification  of  Mr.  Dennie. 
But  after  the  latter  date  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  verification  was  instituted  by  either  Mr.  Den- 
nie or  Mr.  Ager,  or  by  any  one,  excepting  the 
committees  on  annual  examination.  Checks  on 
both  treasury  and  sinking-fund  accounts  were- 
signed  in  blank  by  the  Treasurer  (by  Mr.  Tracy  as 
well  as  Mr.  Dennie),  and^the  initials  of  the  cash- 
ier were  alone  necessary  to  authenticate  at  the 
bank  any  not  filled  out  in  detail  by  the  Treasurer. 

Jan.  28,  1875,  Mr.  Dennie  delivered  to  Mr.  Wood- 
ward the  balance  of  the  special  fund  held  for  the 
pay-roll  tailiugs.  These  tailings  are  the  unpaid 
items  on  the  different  pay  rolls  which  remain  at 
the  end  of  each  month  after  the  paymasters  have 
paid  all  the  claimants  they  can  find  whose  names 
are  on  their  monthly  rolls.  At  the  opening  of 
each  new  month  these  unfinished  rolls  are  passed 
in  to  the  cashier,  with  the  balance  of  money  cor- 
responding, and  the  paymaster  takes  his  new 
rolls  and  money  for  full  amount  of  same.  The 
tailings  are  entered  on  a  special  book,  and  the 
funds  made  a  special  deposit  in  a  bank  separate 
from  the  general  cash  account,  and  claimants,  as 
they  appear,  are  paid  from  this  special  fund, 
without  entry  in  the  general  cash.  This  was  the 
practice  prevailing  until  Nov.  1,  1880;  but  now 
the  account  is  transferred  to  the  general  cash, 
and  payments  and  receipts  will  appear  among 
the  daily  transactions. 
The  balance  paid  over  by  Mr.  Dennie  to  his 

cashier  was 8982.74 

To  this  was  added,  in  February,  1875,  from 

the  Tracy  estate 599  91 

Making  a  total  of gl ,582.65 

The  tailing  account,  Feb.  1,  appears  as 1,436.61 

Leaving  an  excess  in  cash,  with  Woodward, 
of 8146.14 

On  May  1, 1875.  the  balance  of  tailings  ac- 
count was g2.620.97 

Adding  the  cash  overplus  of 116.14 

Made  for  Woodward,  to  account  for 82,767.11 

In  reality  his  depusit  at  Bank  of  Commerce 
this  day  was 1,679.79 

Showing  a  deficiency  this  date  of 81,087.32 

On  Aug.  10,  1875,  Woodward  was  formally  in- 
vested with  full  duties  as  cashier,  and  his  accounts 
were  supposed  to  have  been  "examined"  at  this 
date  by  some  committee  or  official,  and  reported 
as  "correct."  In  fact  he  was  deficient  this  day 
$3792.44,    besides    the     tailing    deficit   above    of 


$1087.36,   making  a  total,  Aug.  10, 1875,  of  §4879.80. 

These  figures,  and  all  subsequent  ones,  are 
deduced  from  the  recorded  accounts,  and  while 
there  is  a  possibility  that  in  some  of  the  tables 
the  transfers  exhi'  lted  may  have  been  legiti- 
mately made  and  accounted  for,  in  others  there 
is  no  room  whatever  for  such  a  view,  and  in  all 
there  can  be  but  little  doubt  as  to  the  true  inter- 
pretation of  them. 

This  deficit  of  $4879.80  he  made  appear  good 
on  the  day  of  examination,  unquestionably,  by 
counting  in  the  money  belonging  to  the  tailing 
fund.  The  deposit  and  check  books  of  the  Bank 
of  Commerce  demonstrate  this  clearly. 

Subsequent  to  August,  1875,  the  tailing  account 
was  evidently  of  but  little  moment  to  Woodward. 
The  deficiency  thus  created  remained,  sometimes 
at  about  these  figures,  and  at  others  varying 
largely,  as  shown  by  the  table  of  summaries  pre- 
sented herewith.  Other  resources  were  opening 
to  him,  of  which  he  did  not  scruple  to  avail. 

On  Oct.  18,  1875,  changes  of  entry  in  his  cash 
balances  indicate,  though  they  cannot  be  said  to 
demonstrate,  that  he  had  taken  $5000  more  from 
the  general  cash — a  transposition  made  at  this 
date  showing  a  deficit  in  cash  items  of  $8792.44, 
which  added  to  that  of  May  1,  1875,  $1087.36, 
maker  at  Oct.  18,  1875,  $9879.80. 

Between  this  date  and  May  1, 1876,  he  increased 
his  abstractions  from  the  general  cash  to  $10,000,. 
and  at  this  date  stood  as  follows  ; 
1876,  May  1.    Balance  of  tailings   account 

due  and  unpaid...    ...  $4  678.13 

"  Balance  of  cash  from  Dennie 

and  Tracy 146.14 

g4.824.2T 
"            Cash  on  deposit,  Bank  of  Com- 
merce   : .        106.35 

Deficit  in  tailings #4,717.92 

".  Balance  of  gener- 

al cash, per  cash 

book $375,193.14 

"  Actual    cash    on 

hand 365,193.14 

10.000.00 

Total  deficit 814,717.92 

The  annual  examination  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  this  year  was 
on  June  7.  As  already  stated,  up  to  June  1, 1876, 
the  testing  of  the  sinking-fund  bank  balances,  by 
the  deposit  books  and  checks,  had  been  monthly 
performed  by  Mr.  Dennie,  but  at  this  time  and 
subsequently  Woodward  managed  to  induce  Mr. 
Dennie  to  leave  this  work  to  him.  On  June  12, 
1876,  Woodward  filled  out  check  No.  643,  sinking- 
fund  account,  for  $13,000,  five  days  after  the  com- 
mittee had  examined  and  found  all  correct,  and 
on  June  15,  the  day  of  the  Treasury  Committee's 
examination,  introduced  it  into  his  deposit  for 
the  city  account,  making  the  deficit  of  $10,000 
good  to  all  appearance,  and  affording  him  oppor- 
tunity to  abstract  from  his  general  cash  $3000 
more,  almost  while  the  committee  were  countiug! 
In  his  daily  exhibit  under  that  date  appears  the 
following  entry:  "Examination  of  cash  by  com- 
mittee, correct,"  and  three  exclamation  marks  in 
his  own  hand  follow,  thus:  "Examination  of  casii 
by  committee,  correct!  !  !" 

Under  date  of  June  28,  1876,  he  fills  check  No. 
670  on  the  City  Treasury,  and  deposits  it  to  credit 
of  sinking-iund  account,  and  then  carries  the 
deficit  of  $17,717.92  in  his  general  cash  and  tail- 
ings till  he  was  ready  for  another  steal. 

There  is  a  singular  exhibit  in  his  Merchants' Bank 
check  book  in  this  month  of  May,  1876,  which  may 
be  variously  interpreted.  His  operations  through- 
out were,  with  one  exception,  through  this  bank 
(always  excepting  the  tailings  account),  where 
both  City  Treasurer  and  Sinking  Fund  Treasurer 
accounts  were  kept  under  different  headings,  and 
s  distinct  accounts. 

On  May  5,  1876,  the  balance  of  City  Treasury 
account  stood  in  his  check  book  at  $586,401.76; 
checks  drawn  to  date,  $21,579  89;  by  inadvertence 
or  design  the  balance  was  put  $607,981.65; 
the  checks  being   added   instead  of   subtracted. 

This  total  was  continued  through  several  subse- 
quent entries  till  May  8,  when,  as  if  then  discov- 
ered, the  figures  are  all  marked  over,  and  a 
balance  for  May  8  made  in  clean  hand,  $548,719.71. 
This  was  wrong  $100,000,  so  it  was  again  correct- 
ed, by  over-writing,  to  $448,719.71.  Then  May  9 
a  deposit  is  added  of  $214,503.32,  and  the  total  is 
put  down,  in  clean-cut  figures,  as  $838,249,87. 

Now,  no  combination  of  these  two  sets  of  fig- 
ures will  produce  this  total,  which  exhibits  an 
error  ol   $175,026.84;  yet  this  total  is  continued 
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through  nineteen  subsequent  entries,  in  a  clean 
hand,  till  May  18,  when  the  whole  system  is  recti- 
fied, and  the  figures  all  altered  to"  their  proper 
amounts.  Now  why  this  false  raising  of  $175,- 
026.84  was  thus  continued  through  nine  days  and 
nineteen  entries  is  of  course  only  a  matter  of 
conjecture.  It  may  have  been  a  clerical  error; 
but  it  certainly  is  a  very  remarkable  one,  and  not 
traceable  to  any  ordinary  casualties. 

To  work  up  the  full  details  of  the  manipulation 
of  the  accounts,  both  of  cash  book  and  bank 
books,  through  the  years  1875,  '76,  '77,  '78,  '79,  '80 
would  require  the  closest  application  for  weeks, 
perhaps  months.  The  dailj  balances  were  often 
very  complicated,  and  the  transactions  on  a 
large  scale.  The  following  example  will  illus- 
trate : 

1876,  June  15,  Balance  on  cash  hook 845,455.22 

A  daily-statement  book  was  kept  in  the  follow- 
ing form: 

June  15,  1876. 
811,690.65,  Advances. 
Mems. 

3,679.99,  Sundry  Cash. 

2,700.00,  Bills. 

8,164.00,  Specie. 
10,186.58,  Teller. 

9.034.00,  Collector. 

Total,  §45,455.22. 

Often  these  balances  included  several  more 
items,  as  "Ferry  Account,"  "Bank  Drafts,"  "In- 
cidental Items."  No  titles  accompany  these 
figures.  Their  general  order  and  relation  are  the 
sole  usual  clews  to  their  character.  In  addition 
to  this,  a  summary  of  the  teller's  daily  transac- 
tions and  balances  was  kept,  and  a  journal  of 
bank  deposits,  enumerating  checks  and  items  of 
which  each  daily  deposit  was  made.  With  these 
four  books,  and  the  bank  deposit  and  check 
books  carried  along  together,  the  course  of  the 
daily  balance  can  be  traced  along;  but  it  is  not  a 
rapid  or  easy  work  by  any  means.  Therefore,  the 
attention  of  the  examiner  was  chiefly  given  to 
the  thirty  or  thirty-five  days  of  eacli  year  since 
1875,  of  latter  April  and  May  and  early  June,  in 
■which  the  prominent  manipulations  exist. 

Between  June  15,  1876,  and  May  1,  1877,  Wood- 
ward had  increased  his  stealings  from  the  gener- 
al  cash  to  nearly  $25,000.  On  April  30,  this  year, 
the  indications  are  that  he  took  $2000. 

On  May  1, 1877, his  cash  book  callod  for. .8452,242. 31 
His  actual  cash  was 427,694.81 

Leaving  deficit 824,447.50 

Tailings 308.27 

Total  deficit  May  1,  1877 824,755.57 

The  examination  by  the    Treasury  Committee 

this  year  was  on  June  6.      On  that  day  his  cash 

book  called  for 

8114,208.75 

Hisactual  cash 89,751.25 

Deficit 824,447,50 

June  5,  1877,  he  filled  out  a  sinking-fund 

checkNo.  822  for 825,000.00 

And  deposited  with  his  ether 

cash $24,447.50 

Thus  making  apparently  good  his  pre- 
vious deficit,  and  affording  him  another 
steal  of 

And  his  tailings  deficit 

And  we  have  for  total  June  6.1877     ..    825,308.27 
June  29, 1877.  he  fills  out  City  Treasurer's 
check  No.  45 S25.000.00 

places  same  or  proceeds  of  same  to  credit  of  Sink- 
ing-fund account,  and  again  carries  along,  hid- 
den under  the  miscellaneous  entries  of  his  daily 
cash  balances,  the  general  deficiency. 

May  1, 1878,  cash  book  calls  for 8517,002.60 

His  operations  at  this  time  were  more 
complicated.  He  lowered  his  bank  balance 
of  May  1, 1878, 810.000, by  falsely  entering 
as  outstanding  a  check  of  that  amount, 
really  paid  by  bank  ApTil  26.  Then  by 
double  errors  of  addition  and  subtraction, 
in  both  cash  book  and  check  book,  he 
falsely  raised  his  balance  of  general  cash 
nearly  860,000. 
His  actual  cash  May  1, 1878,  was ^67,794.13 

A  deficit  of 849,208.53 

Bank  balance  underrated 10,000. 00 


552.50 
308.27 


Net  deficit 839,208.53 

Tailings  deficit 2,496.36 


Total 841,704.89 

On  May  20, 1878,  his  accounts  exhibit  as 
calling  for 56,815.17 


By  a  false  addition  this  was  erroneous 


10,000.00 


The  actual  book  balance  being 806,815.17 

Actual  cash  in  hand 06.815.17 

Deficit  in  general  cash 850.000.00 

Between  May  1  and  May  20  he  had  transformed 
the  odd  amount  of  $49,208.53  into  this  even  sum, 
had  readjusted  his  bank  balance  by  other  false 
additions,  and  made  it  conform  with  the  deposit 
•book,  and  was  ready  for  the  committee's  annual 
visit. 

May  20  he  filled  out  sinking-fund  check  No.  894, 
for  $40,000,  and  increased  his  deposit  in   treasury 
bank  account  by  this  amount,  and  on 
May  28, 1878,  cash  book  balance  shows. . .    842,422.45 
Bank  balance 513, 223. 68 

Total 8555,040  13 

Actual  cash  balance 852,422.45 

Less  fraudulent  sinking-fund 
check 40,000  00 


812.422  45 
503,223  08 


515,046.13 
10,000.00 


Actual  bank  balance 

Pocketed  from  general  cash. 

Leaving  net  balance 8505.046.13 

And  a  net  deficit  of 50,000.00 

Tailings  deficit 2,496.36 

Total  deficit  Mav  28,1878 852,496,36 

Meantime  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  had 
examined  their  account  on  May  16,  1878,  and 
found  on  deposit  at  Merchants'  Bank,  May  1,  $1,- 
395,305.72,  and  the  books  all  to  compare. 

But  on  May  20,  1878,  as  already  stated,  he  drew 
Check  No.  894,  $40,000,  to  place  into  City  Treasury 
account,  and  from  May  25,  1878,  until  April  30, 
1879,  he  carries  along  the  check  and  deposit  books 
with  this  discrepancy  of  $40,000  (less  an  undrawn 
coin  check  artfully  concealed  in  the  transfer  of 
coin  to  currency  account,  on  Jan.  1,  1879,  of  $3000) 
staring  him,  and  everybody  else  who  should  take 
the  trouble  to  look  at  the  monthly  balancings,  in 
the  face  !  Eight  or  ten  times  during  the  year  the 
book  was  balanced,  and  checks  returned,  and  this 
deficiency  of  $37,000  is  plain,  but  he  managed  to 
conceal  the  fact  successfully  ! 

On  April  30,  1879,  he  deposited  to  credit  sinking- 
fund  account  City  Treasurer's  check  No.  106,  of 
$40,000,  with  an  additional  cash  item  of  $229.50; 
but  on  his  check  book  he  enters  only  the  latter 
amount,  so  when  the  SinkingjFund  Committee 
again  appear,  May  16,  1879,  the  balance  of  May  1, 
1879.  $1,318,394.14,  is  "correctly"  accounted  for. 
April  29, 1879.    Balance  cash   book   this 

morning 8156,430.40 

Receipts  this  day,  divers 
accounts 304,550.78 

Total 8520,981.18 

Payments ....    8*1 ,7  05  50 
Deposited  at 

bank 19,313.26 

61,018.76 

Balance  close  of  day 8459,962.42 

And  he  deliberately  enters  it  as 499,96^.42 

But  to  the  bookkeeper  he  reports  it  today 
as  8459,962.42,  and  it  so  appears  in  the 
daily  trial  balance.  But  April  30  he 
reaps  the  advantage.  Carrying  over  the 
false  balance  of 8499,902.42 

He  falsifies  his  cash  items  of 
the  balance  for  Auril  30  by 
calling  miscellaneous  cash..    $47,575.57 

When  it  was  really  but 18,535.57 

Deficit 829,040.00 

Calls  "mems.  and  advances"..  $215,201.36 

When.they  were  but 204,241.30 

10,960.00 


Total  false  items  in  balance $40,000.00 

And  the  fraudulent  cash  balance  goes  to  the 

bookkeeper    at    close  of   30th,  $40,000  too  large. 

May  12,  he  makes  a  transposition  from  cash  items 

to  mems.  and  vouchers  of  $40,000,  and  so  prepares 

his  ready  money  for  another  count. 

May  17,  his  vouchers  and  mems.  amount 
to 875,770 .33 

He  calls  them 15,772.35 


His  cash  Items  amounted  to..   $17,450.09 
He  makes  a  deposit  of 69,689.08 


$59,997.98 


Leaving  minus  quantity 52,232.09 

And  calls  it  plus  quantity 


Making  as  above. 


64.99 
997.98 
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Now  lie  deposits  to  credit  of  Treasurer  bank  ac- 
count, sinking-fund  check  No.  972,  $62,000  (which 
went  to  make  up  the  deposit  above  of  $09,689.08), 
and  pockets  balance,  $2002.n2.  May  22,  1879,  the 
committee  examine  his  accounts. 
On  April  29.  his  check-book  shows  a  final 

balance  of §079,489.46 

From  this  lie  deducted  sundry  checks 50,900.00 

Leaving  balance §928,589.46 

But  the  several  checks  thus  deducted  were 
really  only  $10,900,  instead  of  $50,900;  by  this  he 
covered  a  real  check  No.  106,  dated  April  30,  1879, 
for  $40,000,  actually  drawn  and  deposited,  as 
already  stated,  to  credit  of  sinking-fuud  account, 
April  30,  1879.  This  check,  No.  106,  was  entered  on 
his  check-book  as  $3000,  and  in  the  addition  of 
checks  for  that  page  was  omitted  altogether.  By 
these  entries  his  check-book  and  bank-book 
balances  of  May  1  were  made  to  appear  in  har- 
mony, and  so  the  committee  found  them  when 
they'looked  them  over,  May  22. 

His  deficit  at  close  of  business,  May  20,  1879, 
was — 

In  general  cash  and  bank ,$62,000.00 

Tailings  account 511.82 

Total $62,511.82 

From  May  17, 1879,  he  again  carried  in  his  sink- 
ing-funci  books  the  discrepancy  of  $62,000,  plainly 
confident  that  no  one  would  discover  it.  Month 
after  month,  as  the  deposit  book  was  balanced, 
the  deficiency  glares  boldly  out,  until  April  29, 
1880,  when  the  city  check  No.  262,  for  $62,000,  is 
deposited  to  sinking-fund  account,  and  again  the 
books  are  harmonious  ! 

The  check  No.  262,  City  Treasurer's  account, 
$62,000,  was  entered  on  the  check  book  as  "Small 
bills,  $5000."  And,  in  the  addition  of  the  four 
checks  on  this  page,  this  was  ignored,  the  amount 
called  $131,800,  instead  of  $136,800,  as  it  really  was. 
The  balance  on  the  check  book,  at  the  close  of 
business  April  30,  was  presented  as  $1,531,644.79, 
and  the  outstanding  checks  were  enumerated  and 
added  as — 

§457,887. 79 
These,  added  to  the  above  balance 1,531,644.79 

Make  the  amount  exhibited  by  the  bank, 

at  the  close  of  business  that  day §1,989.532.58 

But  the  checks  really  outstanding  were.      519,887.79 

Leaving  true  balance §1,469,644.79 

A  deficit  of 62,000.00 

The  treatment  of  the  list  of  outstanding  checks 
was  in  this  wise:  All  the  checks  and  numbers 
were  properly  given  except  No.  264,  which,  though 
entered  on  the  stub  plainly  as  $190,000,  was  called 
and  added  up  as  $128,000. 

This  cbeck  was  dated  April  30, 1880,  and  appears 
in  the  banK  entries'  balancing  account.  May  18, 
as  $190,000,  and  among  the  hie  of  checks  returned 
at  this  date. 

All  now  moves  on  serenely  through  check  and 
cash  books  till  May  11,  when  this  transpires: 

§4,490.54 


24,490.54 


51,700.84 
31,700.84 


§1.751,544.24 


He  deposits  at  the  bank 

And  enters  it  on  bis  check  book  as 

At  the  same  time  bis  cash-book  items  of 
balance  in  cash  call  frr 

Ana  he  straightway  sets  it  down  as 

Then  on  May  17  his  bank  book  is  bal- 
anced again,  and  shows  according  to 
bank 

Mav  17,  his  check  book 
shows §1,818,278.55 

He  deducts  two  checks, 
amounting  to 7,320.00 

And  calls  balance §1,810,958.55 

Now  he  gives  a  list  of  outstanding  checks,  May 
17,  all  of  which  are  correct  in  numbers  and 
amounts,  but  he  adds  them  up  as  $40,585.69,  when 
they  really  add  $22,585.69.  By  these  two  combina- 
tions he  lowered  his  check-book  balance  $82,000, 
and  yet  appeared  to  have  it  correspond  with  the 
bank.  The  next  day  he  resumes  the  balance 
thread  of  $1,810,958.55,  and  carries  all  along 
smoothly  again  until  May  26. 
On  this  rlav  he  makes  a  deposit  of  (including 

sinking  fund  check  No.  495,  of  §82,000).  .§96,177.75 
And  enters  on  his  stub  the  amount  as 14,177.75 

Reducing  his  check  book  by §82,000.00 

and   bringing    about    correspondence    anew   be- 
tween the  book  and  the  bank. 

Next  day,  May  27,  the  committee  appear,  and 
the  harmonious  situation  of  things  is  satisfacto- 
rily displayed,  even  to  an  exhibit  of  the  tailing 
pay  rolls  and  their  special  deposit. 


The  actual  situation  May  28,  forenoon,  was  as 
follows: 

Deficiency  in  sinking  fund  account §82,000.00 

Deficiency  in  tailiDgs  account 250.06 

Total §82,250.06 

The  sinking  fund  check  No.  495,  $82,000,  was 
duly  honored  May  26,  and  at  the  balancing  of  the 
bank  book,  Aug.  1,  1880,  this  conspicuous  check  of 
$82,000  appears  at  the  summit  of  trie  column,lead- 
ing  all  the  rest.  The  check  book  says,  Balance 
$202,949.07.  The  deposit  book  says,  Balance  $120,- 
949.67.  And  so  it  is  Sept.  1,  1880,  bank  $126,642.48; 
Check  book  $208,642.48. 
In  October  came  the  expose,  and  on  Oct.  20 
the  bank  book  ia  again  balanced,  showing 

funds  on  deposit §79,510.99 

And  check  book  calling  for 161,510.99 

Deficiency §82,000.00 

Meantime  the  cashier  has  continued  his 
stealings  at  uncertain  dates,  till  from 
May  28  to  Oct.   21,  1880,  the  deficiency 

has  grown  in  the  general  cash  to 6,167.78 

Andinthe  tailings 1,006.60 

Total  deficit §89,234.38 

All  the  checks  of  both  the  sinking-fund  and 
City  Treasurer's  account,  signed  by  Mr.  Dennie 
up  to  Nov.  10, 1880,  have  been  paid,  excepting  No. 
182,  of  Sept.  30,  on  the  latter  check  book,  and 
duly  verified.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  ex- 
plain that  all  the  treasury  checks,  whether  sink- 
ing fund  or  other,  are  printed  in  book  form,  and 
numbered  consecutively  both  on  check  and  stub 
in  large  type. 

Check  No.  182  exhibits  the  characteristic  marks 
of  Woodward's  tricks.  It  appears  on  the  stub  as 
drawn  to 

"Office 

E  A.  Macdonald §1000 

Paymaster.   .    

No.  1S2 

§3310" 
and  the  column  is  added  at  bottom  as  $3310.  But 
the  addition  is  really  $4310,  the  $1000  being  ig- 
nored, while  check  No.  186,  drawn  same  day,  on 
subsequent  page,  and  entered  as  G.  A.  Smith, 
$1000,  appears  as  if  paid  Sept.  30,  before  the  bal- 
ancing of  Oct.  1,  not  being  included  in  his  list  of 
outstanding  checks.  By  some  slip  in  his  combi- 
nations a  discrepancy  of  $1000  manifested  itself 
in  his  account  with  his  brother  clerks  Oct.  1,  and 
they  well  recall  how,  after  puzzling  over  it  for 
some  time,  he  cried  out  joyously,  "I  've  found  it," 
and  made  new  entries  in  his  cash  book  and  daily 
balance  bi  ok  of  "Bank  check  G.  A.  Smith,  paid 
Oct.  1,  $1000,"  and  s^  adjusted  the  difference.  At 
the  same  time  he  altered  the  list  of  outstanding 
checks  co  read,  "No.  106,  $2700;  No.  28,  $759," 
making  $3459  toward  his  total  outstanding  of 
$46,821.25,  the  sum  necessary  to  agree  with  bank 
balance.  No  such  checks  as  Nos.  106  and  28  were 
out;  but  No.  983,  $60;  No.  163,  $1299;  No.  165,  $1100; 
No.  186,  $1000,  amounting  to  same  sum  ($3459), 
were  out,  and  appear  among  the  bank  payments 
of  October.  Check  No.  182,  duly  signed  in  blank 
by  the  Treasurer,  remained  in  Woodward's  pos- 
session to  be  rilled  up  as  he  pleased,  but  for  un- 
known reasons  was  never  drawn,  and  has  now 
been  stopped  at  bank,  as  have  all  checks  bearing 
the  familiar  monogram,  J.  A.  W. 

In  summing  up  the  special  items  of  stealings 
from  the  cash,  with  dates  and  amounts  so  far  as 
definitely  obtained  at  present  writing,  the  case 
stands  as  follows: 

Aug.  9  and  10, 1875,  he  provided  himself  from 
some  source  (probably  the  tailings  account) 
enough  to  make  his  account  good  on  that  day, 
amounting  to  $3792.44.  It  is  possible  that  a  small 
part  of  this,  $192.44,  was  in  the  shape  of  a  legiti- 
mate transfer;  but  the  fact  that  he  increased  his 
small  bills  that  day  $3000,  with  no  receipts  of 
same  from  either  Collector  or  bank,  demonstrates 
that  he  must  have  made  this  amount  good  illegit- 
imately to  meet  the  count  of  that  day. 

June  15, 1876,  he  clearly  steals §3,000.00 

June5, 1877,     "        "  "      §552.50 

May  17,1879, '      ...§2,002.02 

The  nature  of  the  accounts  kept  are  such  that 
though  between  any  two  given  dates  of  May  and 
May,  different  years,  the  total  amount  abstracted 
can  be  demonstrated,  it  can  only  be  approximate- 
ly and  inferentially  established  on  what  days  and 
in  what  sums  he  stole  money  as  a  general  thing. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Woodward's  peculations  be- 
gan immediately  upon  his  promotion,  in  1875,  in- 
creasing in  amount  as  success  in  evading  detec- 
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tion  gave  him  confidence.  The  system,  or  per- 
haps more  properly  want  of  system,  which  ena- 
bled him  to  defraud  the  treasury  is  open  to  the 
severest  criticism,  and  the  responsibility  should 
be  placed  where  it  properly  belongs.  It  is  true 
that  Woodward  stole  the  money,  but  he  is  not  re- 
sponsible tor  the  Treasurer's  practice  of  signing 
checks  in  blank  on  both  the  treasury  and  sinking- 
fund  books,  and  allowing  his  cashier  to  fill  them 
out,  thus  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  manipu- 
late the  accounts  as  he  pleased;  neither  was  he 
responsible  for  the  Treasurer's  neglect  to  make  a 
proper  personal  examination  of  the  bank  books, 
or  of  comparing  his  check  books  with  his 
bank  accounts.  In  short,  the  total  neg- 
lect to  adopt  the  proper  and  usual  busi- 
ness methods  of  supervision  gave  Wood- 
ward the  opportunity.,  and  tempted  him  to  crime. 
It  is  of  course  impossible  to  prevent  a  person 
who  handles  large  sums  of  money  in  the  course  of 
a  day's  business  from  stealing  outright,  and 
avoiding  detection  for  the  time  being.  But, when  it. 
comes  to  drawing  checks  and  manipulating  ac- 
counts, the  financial  officer  of  a  corporation 
should  realize  too  deeply  the  responsibility  rest- 
ing upon  him  to  leave  anything  to  chance,  or  to 
his  belief  in  the  personal  integrity  of  bis  subordi- 
nates. His  duty"  to  his  employers,  his  bondsmen 
and  himself  demands  that  he  should  personally 
verify  the  accuracy  of  his  accounts.  This  the 
City  treasurer  failed  to  do,  and  therefore,  while 
expressing  the  utmost  confidence  in  Mr.  Dennie's 
personal  honesty  and  integrity,  the  committee  re- 

f;ret  to  say  that  "in  their  opinion  the  responsibility 
or  the  defalcation  rests  primarily  with  him. 
The  committee  approve  the  recommendation 
made  by  the  examiner  that  bonds,  notes,  coupons 
and  interest  claims  should  be  verified  by  the  Audit- 
or, the  same  as  other  claims,  and  recommend  the 
suggestion  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on 
Accounts.  Another  recommendation  made  by 
the  examiner,  that  an  expert  should  be  appoint- 
ed to  examine  the  accounts  of  all  departments  in 
which  money  is  received  or  disbursed,  is  covered 
by  an  order  which  is  now  before  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  Your  committee  approve  this  rec- 
ommendation also,  and  believe  that  the  subject 
should  receive  immediate  attention. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
Chas.  V.  Whittek. 
Frederick  G.  Walbridge. 
Fbask  E.  Sweetser. 
Thomas  N.  Hart. 
Austin  Bigelow. 

Committee. 
Ordered,  That  Charles  H.  Dennie,  City  Treas- 
urer, be  and  he  hereby  is    required  to  forthwith 
make    good   the    deficiency  existing   in    his    ac- 
counts. 

Report  of  Examiner. 

To  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Treas- 
ury Department:  Gentlemen  —  In  compliance 
with  your  directions,  I  have  made  a  critical  ex- 
amination of  the  accounts  of  the  City  Treasurer 
from  the  last  annual  statement,  May  1, 1880,  to 
Oct.  21, 1880;  have  carefully  counted  the  cash  on 
hand  at  the  last-named  date  in  the  several  de- 
partments, and  have  made  a  special  examination 
of  the  transactions  of  the  late  cashier,  J.  A. 
Woodward,  since  his  appointment  in  January, 
1875.    I  would  respectfully  report: 

The  balance  of  cash  in    treasury,  per 

published  statement,  May  1, 1880 ,$3,981,882.42 

Total  receipts  to  close  of  business,  Oct. 

21,1880 4,896,632.26 

TotM 88,878,514.68 

Total  expenditure,  May  1  to  Oct.  21,  in- 
clusive      6,894,491.69 

Balance  on  hand  should  be (5(1,984,022.99 

And   according   to   the    books   is   that 
amount;  but  I  find  the  actual  amount 
of  cash  and  cash  items  to  be 1,977,855.21 

Leaving  a  deficit  of #6,167.78 


This  deficiency  is  exclusively  in  the  accounts 
of  J.  A.  Woodward,  the  late  Cashier.  For  de- 
tails of  above  summary,  I  refer  to  sheet  "A"  ap- 
pended hereto. 

In  addition  to  the   foregoing,  I   find  the   bal- 
ance   reported    as  on    hand  in  the  sinking  fund 
cash  account  at  the  opening  of  the  fiscal  year, 
May  1,  1880,  to  be  as  follows: 
Sinking   funds   cash    balance,    May    1, 

1880 8361,108.29 


Total  receipts  to  Oct.  21,  inclusive 642,902.70 

Total 81,004,010.99 

Total  expenditure  May  1  to  Oct.  21,  in- 
clusive    842 ,500.00 

Balance  on  hand  should  be $161,510.90 

And  according  to  the  books  it  is  ihis 
amount;  but  I  find  the  actual  amount, 
as  per  <ieposits  iu  the  Merchants'  Na- 
tional Bank  to  be.  Oct.  21,1880 79,510.99 

Showing  a  deficit  of g82, 000.00 


This  likewise  bas  arisen  from  the  fraudulent 
appropriation  of  these  fund*  by  the  late  Cashier, 
J.  A.  Woodward. 

I  find,  further,  that,  in  a  special  account  kept 
for  the  redemption  of  unclaimed  balances  in  pay- 
rolls, in  charge  of  the  same  Cashier  (and  not  in- 
cluded in  the  Treasurer's  cash  account),  a  further 
deficiency,  the  amount  of  which  cannot  be 
obtained  with  complete  accuracy,  but  is  substan- 
tially as  follows: 

Total  amount  of  unpaid  balances  on  pay- 
rolls, Oct.  21, 1880,  to  farastne  same  have 

been  found g5.909.84 

Cash  on  deposit  in  National  Bank 

of  Commerce.  Oct.  21.  188c....   $3,100  81 
Cash  in  special  wrappers  found  in 
safe,  and  amounts  paid  over  by 

paymasters 1 ,880.7 1 

4,981.52 

Deficit S928.32 

To  which  must  be  added  a  further  amount, 
received  from  balance  of  pavment  by 
Tracy  Hstate,  February,  1875,  and  not 
otherwise  accounted  for 146.14 

Total  m  this  account gl, 074.46 


The  late  Cashier's  accounts,  vouchers  and 
funds,  in  both  regular  and  special  cash  ac- 
counts, were  in  such  disorder  and  so  scattered 
that  absolute  certainty  of  the  situation  is  unat- 
tainable, new  papers  and  entries  coming  to  light 
daily  from  divers  desks,  drawers  and  safes  since 
the  commencement  of  my  examination,  and 
many  important  vouchers  still  missing;  but  as 
regards  the  Treasurer's  general  cash  account  and 
the  sinking-fund  balance,  the  deficiencies  can- 
not exceed  the  amounts  stated  above,  and  all  fu- 
ture corrections  discovered  will  diminish  and  not 
increase  the  amounts  in  these  accounts.  The 
present  exhibit  includes  all  corrections  certified 
to  the  date  of  this  writing,  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  no  material  change  will  be  further  de- 
veloped. For  further  details  of  the  two  last  ac- 
counts summarized,  I  refer  to  sheets  "B"  and 
"C,"  submitted  herewith. 

Besides  verifying  the  actual  cash  in  the  several 
accounts  above  enumerated,  I,  at  the  same  dates, 
counted  the  money  in  the  hands  of  paymasters 
and  others  whose  receipts  on  account  I  found  in 
the  treasury,  and  also  in  the  Collector's  depart- 
ment. I  found  them  all  to  agree  with  the  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  presented,  or,  with  slight  va- 
riations, satisfactorily  explained.  For  details  of 
these  see  sheets  "E"  and  "F,"  submitted  here- 
with. 

In  regard  to  the  fraudulent  transactions  of  the 
Cashier  Woodward,  during  the  five  and  a  half 
years  of  his  control,  it  is  necessary  to  explain, 
that  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Treasurer  to  sign 
bank  checks  in  blank,  both  upon  the  treasury 
and  sinking-fund  deposits,  and  place  the  same  in 
the  control  of  the  cashier,  and  also  leave  in  his 
possession  the  bank  deposit  books.  Nor  was  he 
held  to  any  strict  account  for  his  management  of 
these  funds,  or  of  the  special  fund  ""  for  pay- 
roll "tailings,"  so  far  as  I  understand, 
except  at  the  annual  examinations  by 
the  city  committees.  His  daily  and 
monthly  reports  were  apparently  accepted  with- 
out special  scrutiny.  The  annual  examinations 
by  the  Treasury  and  Sinking  Fund  Committees 
being  at  different  dates  and  without  concert,  the 
interim  allowed  him  every  facility  for  manipulat- 
ing the  balances  as  he  dared.  As  to  the  Special 
"tailings"  fund,  I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  na- 
ture of,  or,  if  there  was  any,  annual  examination 
by  a  committee.  The  glaring  discrepancies  ap- 
parent in  the  exhibit  1  present  herewith  would 
indicate  that  no  proper  attempt  at  verification 
was  ever  undertaken.  For  a  detailed  summary  of 
these  transactions,  I  refer  to  sheets  "Dl"  and 
"D2,"  submitted  herewith. 

Your  committee  further  instructed  me  to  note, 
as  far  as  practicable,  during  the  course  of  my 
examination,  the  methods  and  practice  of  hook- 
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keeping,  and  verification  of  claims,  prevailing  in 
the  city  departments,  and  report  suggestions  or 
conclusions  reached. 

It  is  my  duty  in  all  this  work  to  state  rigorously 
the  tacts  as  I  find  them,  without  favor  for  or  pre- 
judice against  any  parties  involved. 

I  would  report  that  I  find  the  adopted  system 
of  authentication  of  claims,  aud  of  book  ac- 
counts, admirable  in  plan  and  detail.  The  checks 
and  counter  checks  instituted  through  the  Collec- 
tor's and  Treasury  departments,  and  over  each  in 
the  auditing  office,  cover  all  that  can  be  desired 
when  applied,  and  I  can  offer  no  suggestion  for 
improvement  in  the  general  plan.  There  can 
never  be  ground  for  distrusting  the  accuracy  of 
the  exhibits  from  the  Auditor's  office,  confirmed 
as  they  are  by  so  many  collateral  entries,  each  of 
whichmust  inevitably  detect  the  other's  errors. 

But,  in  the  application  of  the  system,  so  excel- 
lent in  its  plan,  I  notice  instances  of  omission  o  r 
neglect  that  call  fur  mention.  In  the  payments 
of  city  bonds  and  coupons,  of  notes  and  interest 
the  Auditor's  verification  is  omitted.  Unless 
there  exist  impediments  of  which  I  am  not  in- 
formed, it  seems  equally  desirable  that  these 
should  pass  through  the  Auditor's  Department 
before  payment,  as  in  the  case  of  bills,  pay  rolls, 
and  general  and  special  drafts.  One  principle 
onght  to  apply  to  all. 

In  some  quarters,  also,  notably  in  the  treasury, 
the  application  of  the  wholesome  checks  contem- 
plated l>y  the  general  scheme  is  very  loose,  or 
wholly  wanting,  as  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the 
late  cashier.  A  proper  and  perfectly  practicable 
supervision  by  the  head  of  this  department  over 
the  transactions  of  his  subordinates  would  have 
piomptly  detected  the  frauds  of  Woodward,  or, 
more  probably  still,  have  prevented  them  alto- 
gether. Likewise  an  examination  of  the  annual 
accounts  and  funds,  conducted  on  correct  princi- 
ples, would  have  infallibly  disclosed  and  stopped 
the  peculation  years  ago.  For  further  illustration 
and  confirmation  of  these  statements,  I  would  re- 
fer to  my  verbal  reports  already  presented  and  to 
the  detail  sheets  herewith. 

I  also  submit  an  outline  sketch  for  the  auditing 
of  bonds,  notes  and  interest,  as  above  suggested, 
which  the  practical  experience  of  the  Auditor 
and  the  Committee  on  Accounts  can  fill  out  or  im- 
prove. Also  other  sheets  relating  to  minor  de- 
tails of  treasury  work,  labelled  under  respective 
heads. 

I  would  recommend,  as  an  eminently  useful 
measure,  the  appointment  of  a  competent  person 
to  audit  the  cash  of  the  several  departments  as 
simultaneously  as  rjracticable,  eight  or  ten  times 
a  year,  his  visits  to  be  unapprised,  and  with  full 
authority  to  rigorously  verify  all  statements  of 
balances.  His  work,  properly  executed,  would 
prove  valuable,  not  only  in  detecting  and  prevent- 
ing such  stealing  as  the  present,  but  in  bringing 
a  pressure  on  dilatory  and  negligent  officials  to 
keep  up  their  accounts  promptly  and  clearly. 
With  this  safeguard,  and  the  present  system  of 
bookkeeping  checks  rigidly  enforced,  I  can  fore- 
see no  chance  for  serious  defalcations  hereafter. 
I  wish  to  add  that  nothing  in  the  accounts  or 
funds  I  have  examined  jus'ities  any  suspicion  of 
the  honesty  and  integrity  of  the  present  members 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  All  the  frauds  I 
have  detected  are  the  sole  work  of  Mr.  Wood- 
ward, and  there  is  absolutely  no  evidence  of  com- 
plicity with  any  other  officers.  The  details  sub- 
mitted herewith  clearly  demonstrate  this.  The 
faults  of  the  office  have  been  of  looseness  and 
negligence,  but  not  of  intentional  dishonesty  out- 
side of  the  late  cashier. 

I  venture  to  emphasize,  by  repetition,  the  state- 
ment that  errors  in  the  regular  bookkeeping  of 
the  city  accounts  are  practically  impossible;  the 
checks  and  counter  checks,  and  counter  counter 
checks  are  numerous  and  efficient.  What  re- 
quires verification  are  the  actual  balances,  to  in- 
sure their  conformity  to  the  requirements  of  the 
books;  and  all  the  present  troubles  have  arisen 
from  failure  to  do  this  properly.  I  have  advised 
the  Treasurer  to  incorporate  the  pay-roll  tailings 
into  his  regular  cash,  and  from  Nov.  1,  1880,  they 
will  appear  as  part  of  the  daily  cash  transactions 
and  balances. 

At  the  Treasurer's  request,  I  would  also  state 
what  I  find  to  be  the  fact  by  abundant  document- 
ary evidence,  that  the  plan  of  signing  checks  in 
blank,  to  be  authenticated  by  the  initials  of  the 
cashier,  prevailed  under  the  previous  Treasurer, 
certainly  as  far  back  as  1871,  and  no  change  in 
this  respect  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Dennie. 

In  conclusion  I  summarize  the  deficits  existing 


at  the  date  of  my  verification  of  the  funds,  Oct. 
21,  1880,  as  follows: 

In  Treasurer's  general  cash  account $G,  167,78 

paj-roll  tailing  account 1.074.46 

"  sinking-fund   account 82,000,00 

Total  deficit $89,242.24 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  Stuart  Chase, 

Examiner. 
Boston,  JVov.  6,  1880. 
The  report  and  order  went  over  under  the  rule. 

CELEBRATION    OF    250TH     ANNIVERSARY. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  (City  Doc.  No.  127) 
the  following: 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Nov.  15  1880. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  250th  an- 
niversary of  the  Settlement  of  Boston  respect- 
fully represent  that  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $3000  will  be  required  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
said  celebration. 

The  items  of  expense  were  as  follows: 

Militia,  per  diem  and  transportation $13,101.60 

Music 2,054.73 

Carriages       1,508.12 

Expenses  of  day  and  evening  processions 

not  included  in  above  items 5,705.22 

Printing,  advertising,  etc 1,836.77 

Exercises  at  Faneuil  Hall  and  Old  South.. . .         938.28 
Entertainment  of  City  Council  and  invited 

guests 2,182.55 

Committee  expenses 475.35 

Damages    to     Natural     History     Society's 

grounds 100.00 

$27,902.62 
Amount  of  appropriation 25,000.00 

Deficiency $2,902.62 

This  deficiency  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that 
the  committee  were  misled  as  to  the  cost  of  the 
military.  They  were  led  to  believe  tbat  $7500 
would  be  amply  sufficient  to  meet  that  item  of 
expense,  the  estimate  being  based  upon  the  num- 
ber of  men  in  camp  with  the  Second  Brigade,  and 
the  appropriation  was  apportioned  accordingly. 
It  proved  that  nearly  double  the  estimated  num- 
ber of  men  paraded  on  the  day  of  the  celebration; 
a  fact  not  known,  however,  until  the  returns  were 
received  from  the  adjutant  general,  many  days 
afterwards. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent  down. 

THE    ELECTION    RETURNS. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  : 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  election  made  on  the  2dinst.,  report  that, 
in  accordance  with  the  requests  submitted  to 
them,  they  have  examined  and  counted  the  origi- 
nal ballots  cast  for  representatives  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  cast  In  Wards  7,  8,  16  and  20,  and  the 
results  are  correctly  recorded  in  the  City  Clerk's 
records  and  in  the  schedule  herewith  submitted. 
It  appears  from  said  result  and  from  the  returns 
of  the  precinct  officers  in  the  other  wards,  that 
the  following-named  persons  have  been  duly 
chosen  as  representatives  to  the  General  Court 
from  this  city,  viz. : 
District. 
No.  1.    Edwin  R.  Webster,  Harvey  N.  Shepard. 

2.  William  J.  Burke,  Joseph  P.  Hamlin. 

3.  James  White,  Henry  Lyon. 

4.  Augustus  W.  Stover. 

5.  John  Reade,  Dennis  G.  Quirk. 

6.  Patrick  F.  Mahoney,  Thomas  McCullogh. 

7.  Alexander  B.  McGahey,  Peter  Cannon. 

8.  Frank  Gargan,  Owen  A.  Galvin. 

9.  John  F.  Andrew,  James  M.  Bugbee. 

10.  Henry  H.  Sprague,  Increase  E.  Noyes. 

11.  John  G.  Webster,  Hamilton  A.  Hill. 

12.  Jeremiah  H.  Mullane,  Patrick  F.  McDon- 

ald. 

13.  Cornelius  F.  Cronin,  James  A.  McGeough. 

14.  Charles  J  Noyes,  Arthur  H.  Wilson. 

15.  George  W.  Bail,  Frank  A.  Clapp. 

16.  Abraham  J.  Lamb,  Joseph  H.  O'Neil. 

17.  Zenas  E.  Smith,  John  Q.  A.  Brackett. 

18.  Edward  P.  Brown,  George  E.  Learnard. 

19.  John  Joyce,  Thomas  Fay,  Jr. 

20.  John  F.  Dever,  Timothy  A.  Murphy. 

21.  Arthur  W.  Tufts,  Benjamin  C.  Tinkhain. 

22.  Francis  B.  Kelly. 

23.  Levi  L.  Willcutt,  Edward  P.  Butler. 

24.  George  L.  Burt,  Martin  L.  Bradford. 

25.  George  H.  Livermore. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  foregoing 


NOVEMBER       15 


1880 


>74r 


persons  be  notified  of  their  election   by  the  City 
Clerk.  For  the  committee, 

Jambs  J.  Flynn, 

Chairman. 
Ward  7. 

Precincts. 

v. 

12        3  4  Total. 

Alex.  B.  McGahey W..241    377    204  214  1,036 

R..242    379    203  212  1,036 

Peter  Cannon W..174    214    328  208  924 

R..173    213    326  208  919 

JohnDoherty W..164    144    314  164  776 

E..163    144    312  152  771 

Christopher  F.Skelly...W.. 146    ....    147  212  506 

B..151    S28    147  211  737 

Chris.  J.  Skelly W..    ..    227        ..  ..  227 

R 

Allothers W..     2        ..        5  6  13 

R..      5        ..         5  10  20 
Ward  8. 

Precincts. 

». 

12         3  4  Total. 

Frank  Gargan W..158    262    211  340  971 

R..157    269    198  447  1,071 

Owen  A.  Garvin W..180    186    141  335  842 

R..178    185    139  328  830 

Charles  W.  Smith W..278    165    195  118  756 

R..274    165     196  115  750 

Richard  S.  Brown W..211    120    136  39  506 

R..2I2    122    137  42  513 

James  Christal W..  13      35      38  83  169 

R..    13       40      38  86  177 

James  E.  McNelley..  ..W..     8       8 

John  E.  McNelley w!!     ..       41        '.'.  46  87 

R..     ..       55       33  49  137 

J. E. McNelley ...."W 33  ..  33 

R 

Allothers W..     4       ..        2  ..  6 

R..      4         1         2  3  10 
Ward  16. 

Precincts. 

1l        2  3  <T  Total. 

Abraham  J.  Lamb W..206    272  529  167  1,174 

R..206    273  522  166  1,167 

Joseph  H.  O'Neil W..218    240  499  140  1,097 

R..206    239  515  140  1,100 

Johh  Taylor W..34S    257  36  347  983 

R..341    300  30  343  1,014 

Charles  E.  Carter W..363    238  46  328  975 

R..362    271  48  306  987 

Allothers W 

R..      8         3  1  3  15 
Ward  20. 

Precinct. 

1~  2  3  4  ~5  Total. 

JohnF.  Dever W..509  333  313  141  230  1,526 

R..510  335  313  136  229  1,623 

Tim.  A.  Murphv..W..509  327  285  1L2  217  1,450 

R..506  326  286  112  212  1,442 

Hor.T.  Rockwell..  W..  1 24  212  197  458  389  1,380 

R..125  245  1M4  459  391  1,414 

Benj.B. Converse. W.. 115  167  193  439  395  1,309 

R..116  167  180  436  397  1,296 

All  others W 11  2 

R..     ..  2  3  1  1  7 

"W  means  ward  return.    R  means  recount. 
Accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report,  of  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petition  of 
Patrick  Kelly  to  be  refunded  money  paid  under 
protest  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report,  recommending  that  the  petition  of  Ber- 
nard Kerrigan  to  be  allowed  pay  for  time  lost  on  ac- 
count of  an  injury  received  while  employed  in  the 
Paving  Department  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving.  Accepted  and  referred  accord- 
ingly. 

BRIGHTON     SQUARE. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order— That  the 
order  passed  June  29,  1880,  relating  to  the  pur- 
chase of  a  lot  of  land  at  the  junction  of  Chestnut 
Hill  avenue  and  Rockland  street,  from  B.  Frank 
Ricker  and  George  A.  Wilson,  be  so  far  modified, 
that  the  City  Solicitor  be  authorized  to  accept  a 
deed  of  the  same,  subject  to  or  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  certain  persons  may  have  the  right 
to  maintain  pij:es  in  and  by  means  of  said  pipes 
to  draw  water  through  said  parcel  of  land,  and 
also  to  the  restriction  prohibiting  the  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors  on  the  premises.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

LEASE    SURRENDERED. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  whom 
was  referred  the  accompanying  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Gray,  p.ssignee  of  the  Boston   Hemp   Manu- 


facturing Company,  for  the  release  of  certain 
rights  in  a  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the  Mill- 
dam,  so  called,  and  conveyed  by  said  company  to 
the  town  of  Rbx-bury,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the 
free  use  of  said  land  was  granted  to  the  town  of 
Roxbury,  so  long  as  it  should  continue  to  be 
occupied  by  a  schoolhouse.  The  premises  have 
ceased  to  be  used  for  school  purposes,  and  the 
building  sold  to  be  removed,  hence  the  land 
should  fee  surrendered  to  the  petitioner  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  lease  and  in  due  form 
of  law.  They  would  therefore  ask  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
is  authorized  to  sign  a  release  to  William  Gray, 
assignee  of  the  Boston  Hemp  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  a  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the  Mill 
Dam.  so  called,  and  described  in  a  lease  from 
said  Hemp  Manufacturing  Company  to  the  city 
of  Roxbury  recorded  with  Norfolk  Deeds,  the 
conditions  of  said  lease  being  forfeited  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  building  situated  on  said  land,  and 
the  same  reverting  to  the  Boston  Hemp  Manu- 
facturing Company. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Lamps  of  so  much  of  petition  of  Nahum  M. 
Morrison  et  al.,  that  Gardner  street,  Ward  23,  be 
put  in  order,  etc.,  as  relates  to  lamps.    Accepted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  George 
M.  Reed  et  al.,  for  crosswalk  "on  Adams  street  at 
north  corner  of  Park  street;  Osborne  Howes,  Jr., 
eta/.,  for  a  crosswalk  on  Hancock  street  at  foot 
of  Trull  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Mar- 
garet Ring  to  be  allowed  compensation  for  grade 
damages  on  Winship  street,  Brighton.  Severally 
accepted. 

_  Reports  and  orders  grantingpermission  to  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  corporation  to  remove 
the  edgestones  and  sidewalk  on  the  southerly  side 
of  Marginal  street,  East  Boston,  adjacent'to  its 
premises,  and  to  substitute  therefor  a  granite 
block  driveway;  to  erect  fences  and  build  plank 
walks  on  Commonwealth  avenue  between  Here- 
ford street  and  West  Chester  park,  estimated  cost 
$800;  to  pay  R.  M.  Pulsifer  &  Co,  $200  toward  the 
expense  of  paving  Williams  court  with  asphalt 
pavement.     Orders  severally  passed. 

Reports  and  order  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  of  A.  J.  Tower,  Albany  and  Dedham 
streets;  Alexander  F.  Gifford,  32  Brook  avenue; 
George  A.  Avery,  246  Commonwealth  avenue; 
John  Barr,  199  Havre  street;  Elizabeth  Murray, 
201  Havre  street.    Order  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permission  to 
move  two  wooden  buildings  by  William  Cavanagh 
on  the  usual  conditions.    Accepted. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  edgestones  and  sidewalks 
in  certain  streets,  with  orders  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  same.    Orders  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports,  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  occupy 
stables  on  the  usual  conditions,  by  J.  N.  Smith,  on 
Virginia  avenue,  Ward  26,  provided  a  brick  wall 
laid  in  cement  shall  be  constructed  between  the 
manure  pit  and  cellar;  W.  A.  Couthouy,  Elmore 
street,  corner  Wilmot  street;  Melviu  D.  Ayers, 
Burroughs  street,  Ward  23.    Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  twenty-five  per  cent,  be  abated 
from  the  amounts  assessed  Dec.  15,  1879,  upon  the 
estates  on  Centre  and  Pond  streets  for  a  sewer  in 
said  streets.    Passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  John  J.  Williams,  to  be 
paid  for  damage  to  an  estate  on  Fifth  street  by 
surface  water,  recommending  that  the  petition 
be  referred  to  the  Committee' on  Paving.  Accept- 
ed, and  referred  accordingly. 

THE  NEW  OHARLESTOWN   BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  building  a  now  bridge  to 
Charlestown  be  authorized  to  report  in  print. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 
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TREATMENT   OF     THE   POOK. 

The  following  was  received: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Al- 
dermen of  the  City  of  Boston— The  petition  of 
Lawrence  D.  Welby  in  relation  to  the  violation  of 
the  10th  joint  rule' by  committees  in  general,  and 
by  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Treatment 
of  the  Poor  in  particular,  and  asking  that  the  said 
committee  be  required  to  comply  with  said  rule, 
or  such  other  action  taken  as  the  Board  shall  see 
tit. 

Your  petitioner  respectfully  represents  that  on 
the  7th  of  September  ult.  a  petition  signed  by  a 
number  of  citizens  was  presented  to  the  Board 
asking  that  some  adequate  public  provision  be 
made  for  supplying  the  sick  poor  of  this  city  with 
medicine  and  'medical  attendance,  which  was 
duly  referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the'Treatment  of  the  Poor. 

That  by  the  following  10th  joint  rule  said  com- 
mittee should  have  made  a  report  or  asked 
for  further  time,  neither  of  which  has  been  done 
(a  period  of  ten  week^  having  elapsed).  Extract 
from  section  10,  page  69,  Municipal  Register: 
"And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  joiat  commit- 
tee to  which  any  subject  .may  be  specially  re- 
ferred to  report  thereon  within  four  weeks,  or  to 
ask  for  further  time."  Your  petitioner  is  well 
aware  that  committees  generally  pay  no  atten- 
tion whatever  to  this  rule,  and  this  is  not  the 
first  time  that  he  has  had  to  call  public  attention 
to  the  fact;  but  he  cannot  help  thinking  that  said 
rule  ought  either  to  be  enforced  or  repealed,  ana 
he  respectfully  asks  the  Board  to  take  such  reme- 
dial action  as 'may  be  deemed  advisable.  Your 
petitioner,  having  other  and  more  congenial  busi- 
ness to  attend  to,  has  no  desire  to  attempt  to  run 
the  City  Government,  to  act  as  censor  thereto,  or 
to  exercise  any  functions  not  properly  belonging 
to  him,  but  he  cannot  help  expressing  his  decided 
opinion  that  the  theoretical  equality  of  every  citi- 
zen before  the  law  is  completely  ignored  by 
committees  if  we  take  as  a  criterion  the 
attention  paid  by  them  to  petitions  emanat- 
ing from  the  so-called  wealthy  taxpayers  and 
those  less  fortunate,  and  he  emphatically  pro- 
tests against  any  such  distinction,  and  hopes  that 
in  future  the  rules  in  relation  to  reporting  or  ask- 
ing for  further  time  will  be  rigidly  enforced. 

Your  petitioner  is  well  aware  that  this  petition 
runs  the  risk  of  being  laid  upon  the  table  or  re- 
ceiving no  seeming  attention;  but  in  presenting 
it  he  considers  that  he  is  simply  discharging  his 
duty  in  calling  attention  to  a  growing  evil,  and 
as  he  knows  of  no  other  or  more  effectual  method 
he  has  adopted  this,  and  he  considers  that  the 
importance  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  petition 
in  question,  and  another  of  similar  tenure  which 
has  been  presented  since  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  and  the  large  number  in  need  of  some 


prompt  action,  will  induce  the  Board  to  carefully 
consider  the  grave  responsibility  involved,  and 
to  remedy  the  neglect  whereby  the  lives  of  human 
beings  may  be  endangered,  and  remove  the  im- 
pression that  no  attention  will  be  paid  to  their 
petitions  unless  they  are  wealthy. 

Lawrence  D.  Welby, 

10  Dix  place. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Treatment  of  the 
Poor. 

Sent  down. 

ST,   ELIZABETH'S  HOSPITAL  SITE    AND    HIGHLAND 
PARK. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the 
part  oi  the  Board  (City  Doc.  No.  — )  in  regard  to 
the  site  for  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital  on  Fort  ave- 
nue, and  the  proposed  extension  of  Highland 
Park. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  inquire  it  the  Alder- 
man proposes  to  ask  fir  a  vote  on  that  matter 
this  afternoon,  if  it  is  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Tiles— I  do,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Alderman  Flynn— Then  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
taken  from  the  'table.  It  is  well  known  that  one 
member  [Alderman  Breck]  is  absent,  being  out  of 
town,  and  it  was  generally  understood  ihat  mat- 
ters of  importance  would'not  be  taken  from  the 
table  or  acted  upon  until  he  got  back.  I  am  in 
hopes  there  will  be  a  full  Board  when  this  matter 
is  taken  from  the  table,  and'that  it  will  be  fully 
discussed. 

Alderman  Yiles— I  do  not  wish  to  take  any  ad- 
vantage of  the  absence  of  the  Alderman,  for  I  do 
not  know  how  he  would  vote  on  this  question. 
But  there  has  been  a  great  pressure  from  outside 
on  one  and  other  members,  and  even  on  the 
Mavor's  office,  that  this  matter  be  taken  up  and 
passed.  It  has  been  on  the  table  and  in  print  for 
some  time ,  and  if  this  report  is  accepted  it  may 
govern  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares, 
to  whom  all  the  petitions  have  been  referred.  It 
never  occurred  to  me  to  wish  to  force  this  in  the 
absence  of  the  Alderman. 

Alderman  Flyun— I  had  also  supposed  that  the 
matter  of  purchasing  this  lot  of  land,  which  has 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common, 
would  be  taken  up  jointly  with  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Health,  and  1  believe  it  was  gen- 
erally understood  that  the  latter  should  remain 
on  the  table  until  the  Committee  on  Common  had 
reported.  I  had  no  idea  it  was  to  be  called  up 
this  afternoon,  and  I  hope  the  Alderman  will  not 
force  it. 

Alderman  Viles— Out  of  respect  to  the  absent 
Alderman,   1   will  withdraw   my  motion,    but  I 
shall  call  the  matter  up  when  the  Board  is  full. 
Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    18,    1880. 


'   Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FEOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Sundry  petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

A  petition  of  Lawrence  D.  Welby,  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  rule  requiring  joint,  committees 
to  report  within  thirty  days,  came  down  referred 
to  Committee  on  the  Treatment  of  the  Poor. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  moved  that  the  petition 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  would  ask  for  an  ex- 
planation why  it  should  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  reasonable  request. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 
Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings of  a  message  from  the  Mayor  transmitting  a 
communication  flora  H.  P.  Kidder,  in  which  he 
presents  to  the  city  a  marble  group  by  Benzoni, 
to  be  placed  in  the  new  Latin  School  Building. 
Concurred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Patrick  Kelley  to  be  refunded  money  paid  under 
protest  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  new 
bridge  to  Charlestown  to  report  in  print.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  so  modify  the  original  order  on  the 
subject,  as  to  accept  the  deed  of  the  lot  of  land, 
corner  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and  Rockland 
street,  so  as  to  allow  certain  persons  to  maintain 
pipes  to  draw  water  through  said  lands,  and  with 
the  restriction  prohibiting  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  on  the  premises.  Passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Bigeiow  of  Ward  25  moved  a  reconsideration, 
honing  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost- 
Report  and  order  for  the  release  to  William 
Gray,  assignee  of  the  Boston  Hemp  Manufactur- 
ing Companv,  ot  a  parcel  of  land  on  the  Mill 
Dam,  the  same  being  forfeited  by  the  city.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  transfers  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Advertising,  $500, 
ami  to  that  for  contingent  fund,  joint  commit- 
tees, §1300.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  ot  a  re- 
quest from  the  Committee  on  the  Celebration  of 
the  250th  Anniversary  for  an  additional  appropri- 
ation of  $3000  (City  Doc.  No.  127).     Concurred. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  on  O  street  (16,- 
000  square  feet,  more  or  less),  at  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding $0000,  for  a  primary  school  site  in  the 
Gaston  District.  Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Coe  of  Ward  3  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

General    Meetings   of    Voters. 

Order  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  repeal 
of  the  provisions  of  the  city  charter  respecting 
general  meetings  of  voters  distinct  from  meetings 
in  wards  or  precincts. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  have  received  from 
the  City  Clerk  a  letter  which  corrects  a  slight  error 
made  in  some  remarks,  I  believe  by  myself ,  but 
which  contains  some  very  interesting  facts  in  re- 
gard to  the  general  meetings,  and  with  your  per- 
mission 1  will  read  them  for  the  inlormation  of 
the  Council. 

City  Clerk's  Office,  1 
Boston,  Nov.  17,  1880.  J 
Wm.  H.  Whitmore,  Esq.:  My  Dear  Sir— I  ob- 
serve in  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council 
on  the  11th  inst.  you  quote  me  as  stating  that  the 
privilege  of  holdiug  "general  meetings"  of  the 
citizens  since  the  adoption  of  the  City  Charter 
"has  never  been  used." 

This  statement  is  not  correct,  and  resulted  from 
some  misunderstanding  ot  my  remarks  to  you.  1 
stated  that  it  is  never  now  used.  That  it  has  been 
used  since  the  adoption  of  the  charter  I  know,  as 
recording  officer,  very  well. 

The  privilege  of  holding  general  meetings  was 
inherited  from  the  Town  Crovernment,  and  its  re- 
tention in  the  charter  reconciled  many  opponents 
of  a  change  to  the  new  measure.     But  this  right 


was  infrequently  demanded  after  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  city,  there  having  been  but  thirty  or 
forty  such  meetings  held  from  1822  to  this  date, 
the  iast  meetings  having  been  held  Dec.  3,  1844,  on 
the  subject  of  the  "introduction  of  water  into  the 
city,"  and  on  Nov.  12,  1847,  on  the  "restrictions  to 
be  placed  on  support  of  foreign  paupers." 

Since  the  expansion  of  the  city  by  annexation, 
and  the  multiplication  of  newspapers  where  pub- 
lic questions  are  intelligently  discussed,  it  has 
become  unnecessary  to  hold  general  meetings,  for 
the  sense  of  the  people  can  be  more  fully  and  more 
fairly  taken  at  precinct  meetings  than  in  any 
public  meeting  which,  on  account  of  its  neces- 
sarily narrow  limits,  might  be  packed  in  any  de- 
sired interest,  and  would  not  fairly  express  the 
public  opinion.  The  retention  of  the  clause  in  the 
charter  seems  therefore  to  be  wholly  unnecessary. 
Yours  respectfully,  S.  F.  McCleary. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  very  much  pleased  to  re- 
ceive from  the  City  Clerk  a  statement  showing 
that  the  last  occasion  of  a  general  meeting  was 
in  1847  when  the  city  was  a  great  deal  smaller 
than  it  is  now.  As  I  stated  at  the  last  meeting, 
the  reason  for  petitioning  the  Legislature  for  a 
change  in  the  charter  is,  that  the  clause  as  it 
stands  may  be  used  for  no  good  purpose,  and 
cannot  result  in  any  good.  For  those  reasons  I 
hope  the  Council  will  see  fit  to  make  the  petition. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

management  of  the  police  department, 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  of  the  last  meeting  whereby  the  or- 
der for  public  hearings  to  be  given  those  having 
complaints  against  the  Police  Commissioners  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  shall  be  very  brief  in 
this  matter.  The  reason  why  I  moved  the 
reconsideration  was  that  I  thought  it  was 
only  fair  that  some  opportunity  should  be 
given  to  the  newspaper  which  made  the 
charge,  to  see  whether  or  not  it  had  made  a  mis- 
take. I  have  communicated  with  the  editor  of 
the  Transcript  and  am  warranted  in  stating  that 
this  opinion  which  has  been  expressed  in  its 
columns  is  quite  prevalent  in  the  city.  I  am  also 
informed  that  quite  a  number  of  persons  desire 
to  go  to  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing a  metropolitan  police.  1  wish  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  under  the  statute  of  lo7S 
establishing  the  Police  Commission,  the  Mayor 
may  remove  any  commissioner  for  cause,  and 
the  City  Council  may,  by  a  two-thirds  vote, 
remove  any  or  all  the  commissioners  with- 
out cause.  It  seemed  to  me  that  before 
anybody  went  up  to  the  Legislature  with 
a  petition  for  a  change,  an  opportunity 
ought  to  be  given  to  citizens  to  make  complaints 
t"  the  City  Council.  For  that  reason,  when  one 
of  the  leading  newspapers  makes  these  charges 
and  stands  to  them,  we  can  do  no  less  than  give 
the  uublic  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  If  the 
committee  have  a  hearing  and  nobody  appears — 
which  I  think  they  will  not — then  they  can  re- 
port that  there  is  no  complaint  against  the  man- 
agement of  the  department.  I  think  the  commit- 
tee will  have  time  to  give  the  hearing  and  make 
a  report.  If  we  decline  to  give  the  hearing,  the 
necessary  result  will  be  that  this  Council  will  be 
bound  iu  honor,  in  case  any  petitions  are  put  in 
at  the  State  House  to  abolish  the  preseDt  Police 
Commission,  to  go  up  there  and  defend  the 
Commission.  If  that  is  not  so,  I  will  be  fully 
content  to  have  the  order  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— While  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  as  to  the  position  in  which  the  Coun- 
cil will  he  placed  if  it  refuses  to  listen  to  com- 
plaints, I  would  ask  the  ruling  ef  the  Chair  if 
this  motion  is  in  order,  the  rule  requiring  the 
mover  to  be  of  those  who  voted  with  the  ma- 
jority. 

The  President — The  Chair  would  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  if  he  voted  with  the  ma- 
jority ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  understand  the  rules,  I 
voted  with  the  majority. 

The  President— Did  the  gentleman  vote  for  the 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone? 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  understand  the  rules,  I 
voted  with  the  majority. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  rule  the  mo- 
tion out  of  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Does  the  Chair  mean  to  say  he 
does  not  believe  me  ? 

The  President— The  Chair  considers  it  fair  that 
the  Council  should  have  a  direct  statement  from 
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the  gentleman  whether  he  voted  for  the  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone,  that  being  the  action  of 
a  majority  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Will  the  Chair  consider  Cush- 
ing's  Manual,  which  is  the  rule  of  this  Council 
when  it  does  not  conflict  with  our  own  rules? 
When  I  presented  the  notice  of  reconsideration, 
the  clerk  informed  me  that  it  was  in  order,  as 
there  was  no  division  of  the  house,  and  those  who 
did  not  vote  were,  according  to  Ousliing,  to  be 
counted  in  the  affirmative.  I  would  ask  whether 
a  person  who  does  not  vote  against  a  measure 
may  not  consider  himself  as  voting  for  it,  that 
being  the  universal  practice  everywhere? 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the 
rule  adopted  by  the  Council  means  that  a  mem- 
ber shall  vote  with  those  who  carry  the  meas- 
ure. 

Mr.  Whitinore — Will  the  Chair  have  the  kind- 
ness to  explain  for  my  information,  whether  in 
case— as  happens  here  very  often— a  motion  is 
put,  there  are  a  few  voices  in  the  affirmative  and 
none  at  all  in  the  negative,  all  those  who  sit  still 
and  neither  vote  one  way  or  the  other  are  to  be 
counted  as  not  voting  in  the  affirmative? 

The  President— The  Chair's  ruling  on  that  mo- 
tion would  not  be  of  any  importance,  as  that 
question  is  not  before  us. 

■  Mr.  Whitinore — That  is  the  question  before  us. 
To  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  did  not  say  yes  or 
no  on  the  motion.  If  the  Chair  will  have  the 
kindness  to  decide  that  point  I  can  then  answer 
his  question. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  un- 
der the  rule  it  must  affirmatively  appear  that  the 
gentleman  giving  the  notice  voted  with  the  mem- 
bers who  carried  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whitinore— I  do  not  wish  to  press  the  Chair 
too  far,  but  the  question  I  asked  has  not  been 
met  by  the  Chair — which  is  my  exact  position, 
and— 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  raised  the  point  of  order 
that  Mr.  Whitmore  was  out  of  order,  he  not  hav- 
ing appealed,  and  there  being  no  question  before 
the  house. 

The  President— The  point  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore— On  the  contrary,  there  is  a  ques- 
tion before  the  house,  and  1  demand  the  floor  as 
a  matter  of  privilege.  I  was  asking  the  Chair  to 
decide  a  question,  aDd  I  think  no  one  has  a  right 
to  interrupt  me. 

The  President— The  Chair  declines  to  decide 
the  question.  If  the  gentleman  desires  to  take 
an  appeal  he  has  the  privilege. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  Chair  will  decide  the 
question  I  asked  I  can  then  answer  the  question 
put  to  me.  As  the  matter  stands  I  shall  take  an 
appeal  from  the  Chair,  as  I  have  had  no  opportu- 
niiy  to  properly  answer  the  question  as  demand- 
ed of  me  by  the  Council.  I  think  I  am  entitled 
to  an  explanation  of  what  I  am  called  upon  to 
make  an  answer  to. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  seconded  the  appeal. 

The  President— The  question  is,  shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  be  sustained?  At  the  last 
meeting  an  order  was  Introduced  by  Mr.  Whit- 
more of  Ward  12,  that  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Police  be  instructed  to  give  a  public  hearing.  A 
motion  was  made  that  the  order  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  and  it  was  carried.  Mr.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  12  gave  to  the  Clerk  notice  of  intention  at 
this  meeting  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  whereby  the  order  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. The  Chair  asked  Mr.  Whitmore  if  he 
voted  with  the  majority.  Mr.  Whitmore  not  hav- 
ing made  it  clear  to  the  comprehension  of 
the  Chair  whether  or  not  he  voted  with  the  ma- 
jority, the  Chair  asked  hiin  whether  he  voted  for 
the  indefinite  postponement.  Mr.  Whitmore  did 
not  answer  the  question  satisfactorily,  and  the 
Chair  then  ruled  the  motion  to  reconsider  out  of 
order.  Mr.  Whitmore  put  other  questions  to  the 
Chair,  not  having  taken  an  appeal;  Mr.  Sawyer 
of  Ward  24  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Whitmore's  remarks  were  out  of  order,  no  ap- 
peal having  been  taken,  and  there  being  no  ques- 
tion before  the  house.  The  Chair  ruled  that  Mr. 
Whitmore's  remarks  were  out  of  order  at  that 
time.  Mr.  Whitmore  claims  the  right  to  the 
floor,  the  Chair  not  having  answered  his  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  am  very  glad  this  appeal 
has  been  taken,  because  if  anybody  has  had  any 
doubts  on  this  subject,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  time 
they  were  put  at  rest.  The  sixty-sixth  rule  pro- 
vides for  the  method  of  reconsideration,  and  hav- 
ing so  provided,  I  take  it  that  a  reconsideration 
■can  be  had  in  no  other  way  than  in  conformity  to 


that  rule.  Rule  66  provides  that  if  a  member 
who  voted  witli  the  majority  shall  give  notice  to 
the  clerk  within  twenty-four  hours  after  adjourn- 
ment, he  may  have  the  privilege  of  moving 
a  reconsideration  at  the  following  meeting. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  perfectly  clear  and  beyond 
a  doubt  that  a  person,  to  come  within  the 
terms  of  this  ruie,  must  have  voted  with  the 
majority;  and  when  a  member  is  requested  to 
state  whether  he  voted  with  the  majority  or  not, 
it  seems  to  me  he  is  bound  to  do  so.  If  he  fur- 
nishes the  Council  with  no  evidence  that  he  voted 
with  the  majority,  I  do  not§see  how  his  motion 
can  be  entertained;  and  so  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  the  decision  of  the  Chair  in  this  case  should 
not  be  sustained.  I  understood  the  Chair  to  ask 
the  member  from  Ward  12  the  direct  question, 
whether  he  voted  with  the  majority,  aud  I  under- 
stood the  member  not  to  answer  it*  affirmatively. 
I  hope  the  Council  will  understand  the  question 
and  sustain  the  Chair,  for  I  fail  to  see  how  the 
member  has  brought  himself  wirhin  the  term  of 
the  sixty-sixth  joint  rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  should  not  have  taken  this 
action  because  I  desired  to  avoid  the  rule,  but  be- 
cause the  Chair  failed  to  answer  my  question. 
When  the  Chair  asked  me  whether  I  voted  in  the 
affirmative,  I  then  asked  him  what  voting  in  the 
affirmative  meant,  (with  all  deference  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  presides)  and  for  this  reason:  We  are 
bound  by  Cushing's  rules  in  matters  which  our 
own  rules  do  not  contain.  The  1268th  section  of 
Cushing  says: 

"It  is  commonly  provided  also,  by  the  mle  re- 
lating to  this  subject,  that  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider shall  only  be  made  by  one  who  has  voted 
with  the  majority  on  the  question  to  be  recon- 
sidered. If  a  member's  right  to  make  the  motion 
is  questioned  on  this  ground,  the  fact  is  to  be 
ascertained  by  an  inquiry  of  the  member  him- 
self how  he  voted;  and  if  before  the  motion  has 
been  decided  it  is  discovered  that  the  mover  has 
no  right  to  make  it,  even  though  the  time  for 
such  a  motion  has  elapsed,  all  the  proceedings 
with  reference  to  it  will  be  null." 

That  is  exactly  the  point  where  the  Chair  asked 
me  the  question. 

"When  no  division  of  the  house  takes  place,  all 
members  present  are  deemed  to  have  voted  with 
the  majority,  and  may  accordingly  move  a  recon- 
sideration." 

That  section  is  one  to  which  I  have  had  my  at- 
tention called  repeatedly  for  the  past  two  years. 
It  is  the  point  cited  to  me  by  the  clerk  when  1 
went  in  to  leave  the  notice.  There  was  no  divi- 
sion of  the  house  on  the  question  of  indefinite 
postponement,  as  I  understand  it.  The  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  voices,  and  very  few 
members  voted  either  way.  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  in  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion, 1  did  not  utter  a  sound  on  either  side.  I 
neither  said  yes  nor  no.  I  cared  nothing  about  it. 
The  question  I  asked  the  President  is.  whether  a 
person  who  sits  silent,  votes  in  the  affirmative  or 
not.  I  wanted  mac  question  answered,  so  that  I 
could  properly  answer  the  question  asked  of  me, 
and  make  it  conclusive  to  the  Council.  I  make 
this  statement  because  gentlemen  may  have  mis- 
understood the  case.  I  have  neither  evaded  or 
refused  to  answer  the  question.  I  wish  the  Chair 
to  decide  whether  he  followed  the  rule  which 
Cushing  lays  down,  or  whether  he  intended  to 
follow  the  rule  that  no  persons  except 
those  who  absolutely  said  yes  could  be  counted 
in  the  affirmative.  If  that  be  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  if  the  Council  take  the  same  view  of 
it,  we  will  know  where  westand.  Beyond  that,  and 
the  rule  of  Cushing  be  a  wise  one,  how  is  it  possi- 
ble for  the  Council  to  know  who  votes  yes  or  no. 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  one  member  here  who 
can  tell  whether  he  said  yes  or  no,  when  there 
was  no  opposing  vote  at  alb  Half  ot  our  business 
is  transacted  by  the  voices  of  two  or  three  per- 
sons only,  and  if  no  person  can  be  consid- 
ered as  voting  in  the  affirmative  unless 
he  actually  says  yes,  it  is  perfectly 
evident  that  nine-tenths  of  our  legislation  is  con- 
trary to  law.  For  that  reason  I  naturally  sup- 
posed that  by  following  the  precedents  of  former 
years,  and  the  opinion  of  the  clerk,  I  was  voting 
in  the  affirmative;  and  that  was  the  reason  1 
asked  the  question  of  the  President.  As  the  Presi- 
dent did  not  answer  ine,  I  stated  the  facts  to  the 
Council.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  misun- 
derstood me,  I  desire  to  set  myself  plainly  before 
the  Council.  I  have  stated  the  facts  and  asked 
the  President  whether  that  constitutes  voting  in 
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the  affirmative,  ace  rdmg  to  Cushing,  or  whether 
there  is  some  new  rule. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  did  not  like  to  inter- 
rupt the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  with  another 
call  to  order,  out  I  think  the  debate  has  taken  a 
turn  away  from  the  question.  While  agreeing 
with  everything  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
has  so  lucidly  stated,  permit  me  to  call  the  gen- 
tleman back  to  the  question  before  the  House. 
The  question  was  upon  reconsideration.  A  point 
of  order  was  raised  that  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  voted  with 
the  majority.  The  Chair  instituted  an  inquiry 
and  ruled  that  the  motion  was  out  of  order,  then 
there  ensued  a  very  interesting  dialogue  between 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  ana  the  Chair,  in 
which  the  gentleman  from  Wardl2  was  propound- 
ing sundry  knotty  questions  in  parliamentary 
law,  and  the  point  of  order  was  raised  by  the  geu 
tleman  from  Ward  24  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  was  not  speaking  to  any  question 
before  the  house  and  was  out  ol:  or- 
der, and  the  point  was  decided  to  be  well 
taken.  There  is  a  rule  of  the  Council  that  every 
member,  when  speaking,  shall  confine  himself  to 
the  question  under  debate.  I  presume  that  was 
the  rule  the  gentleman  from  Ward  24  had  in  his 
mind  when  he  raised  the  poiut  of  order.  The 
Chair  ruled  that  point  well  taken,  and  after  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  appealed  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair;  so  that  the  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  was  upon  his  ruling  that  the 
point  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  24  was 
well  taken,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  and 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  have  not  met  that 
question. 

The  President — The  question  is,  shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  decision  ol  the  Council  ? 

Tne  question  was  taken  and  the  Chair  was  sus- 
tained. 

INSPECTION   OF  VINEGAR. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  of  the  order  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  certain  amendments  to  chapter  113,  acts 
of  1880,  relating  to  the  inspection  of  vinegar. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  this  matter  will  be  recon- 
sidered, because  it  was  referred  as  I  understand 
it  to  the  Legislative  Committee,  and  we  are  not 
fully  decided  yet  what  kind  of  a  Legislative  Com- 
mittee we  are  to  have.  If  we  intend  to  refer  to  a 
committee  all  these  matters  that  we  send  to  the 
Legislature,  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be  best  to  make 
a  standing  rule  to  that  effect.  [  am  not  very  sure 
but  that  wili  be  a  good  thing  to  do;  but  it  seems 
very  strange  to  send  one  particular  matter  to  a 
committee,  when  nobody  is  inclined  to  dispute  it 
at  all.  I  think  this  is  a  necessarv  correction  of 
the  law,  and  I  hope  we  will  reconsider  and  let 
i  t  go  through. 

Mr.  Parkuian  of  Ward  9—1  rise  to  a  point  of 
order— That  it  does  not  appear  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  voted  with  the  majority  in  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  the  Legislative  Committee. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  if  he  voted  with  the  majority  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  am  happy  to  say  I  did. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  hope  this  reconsidera- 
tion will  not  prevail,  because  I  think  this  legisla- 
tion is  not  so  innocent  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  thinks  it  is.  The  first  part  of  the  order 
is  not  so  objectionable,  but  the  last  part  I  con- 
sider very  objectionable.  Of  course  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  oiderat 
this  point.  Hut  I  do  wish  to  say  that  all 
that  oart  of  the  order  which  relates  to 
the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Vinegar, 
which  proposes  to  pay  them  by  fines  or  moderate 
fees,  is  a  kind  of  legislation  to  which  many  peo- 
ple would  object.  The  whole  matter  of  paying 
officers  by  fees  and  fines  has  grown  into  great 
disrepute  for  some  years.  I  think  we  may  well 
hesitate  before  we  create  a  new  office  and  intro- 
duce that  disagreeable  system.  As  I  said,  I  do 
not  wish  to  discusr,  this  matter  upon  its  merits, 
and  if  the  gentleman  wishes  to  send  it  to  some 
other  committee  I  have  no  objection,  but  unless 
he  can  suggest  a  better  committee  I  hope  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  will  stand. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  motion  to  reconsider  pre- 
vails I  shall  be  happy  to  accept  any  suggestion  in 
regard  to  framing  the  bill.  In  point  of  fact,  I 
should  not  have  been  so  explicit  in  drawing 
the  order  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
remarkable  effort  in  previous  meetings  by 
the  gentlenun  from  Ward  21,  and  some  Alderman 
in  the  other  branch,  who  said  the  system  of  in- 


definite petitions  ought  not  to  prevail,  and  that 
we  should  send  up  definite  bills.  That  is  a  new 
departure  from  the  custom  of  many  years.  In 
order  that  this  petition  may  go  through  the 
Council,  I  put  in  ail  the  clauses  ot  the  bill,  so  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  would  see  definitely 
what  it  is.  If  anybody  wants  to  strike  it  out, 
well  and  good.  It  is  well  understood  that  when 
it  gets  to  the  Legislature  they  will  pass  such  an 
act  as  they  see  fit.  Undoubtedly  there  will  be  a 
hearing,  and  the  Inspector  of  Vinegar  will  go  up 
and  make  some  suggestions.  Very  often,  when 
the  city  sends  up  a  petition,  the  Legislature 
returns  us  something  entirely  different.  We 
may  go  with  vinegar  and  come  back  with 
honey,  though  generally  it  is  quite  the  re- 
verse. All  I  want  is  to  get  the  petition 
to  the  Legislature, to  cure  any  defects  in  the  pres- 
ent law.  Since  I  introduced  the  order  I  have  met 
the  Inspector  of  Vinegar,  a  very  pleasant  man,  in 
spite  of  his  office,  and  he  says  he  should  like  to 
appear  before  the  Legislature  and  suggest  some 
things  which  they  omitted.  No  committee  would 
know  anything  about  it  except  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  it  would  be  mere  child's  play  to 
send  it  back  to  them.  It  is  a  defect  in  the  law 
which  the  Legislature  can  cure,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  do  so  as  soon  as  we  ask  them. 

Mr.  Lau'ten  of  Ward  14—1  hope  the  reconsidera- 
tion will  prevail.  There  seems  to  be  no  limit  to 
the  number  ot  inspectors.  We  may  have  a  hun- 
dred or  more.  The  law  says  the  Mayor  shall  ap- 
point one  or  more  inspectors,  and  he  may  appoint 
two,  three  or  five. 

Mr.  Hagar — I  agree  with  the  gentleman  who 
last  spoke,  that  a  portion  of  this  legislation  is 
desirable,  and  that  it  is  not  well  to  have  a  law  on 
the  statute  book  which  will  make  us  have  ten  or 
a  dozen  inspectors.  Although  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  were  somewhat  ex- 
traordinary, 1  think  they  were  very  wise;  that 
while  the  Legislature  may  be  wise  to  give  us 
something  we  do  not  ask  for,  and  while  I  think 
we  do  not  sometimes  get  what  we  want,  I  believe 
we  are  more  apt  to  get  a  thing  we  want  by  ask- 
ing for  it  definitely.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  was  very  wise  in  saying  that  we  ought  to 
know  what  we  want  before  we  ask  for  ic. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

IKON  FENCES  FOB    CITY   HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  called  for  the  special  as- 
signment at  8.15  o'clock,  viz.,  the  ordinance 
concerning  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  assignment  for  eight 
o'clock  was  a  small  matter  that  could  be  easily 
disposed  of  and  asked  if  a  call  for  that  would 
not  take  precedence. 

The  President  said  that  it  would. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  for  the  special  assignment 
for  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  order  to  transfer 
certain  iron  fencing  from  the  public  squares  to 
the  City  Hospital  grounds. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

THE  PROPOSED  ABOLITION  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
LEGISLATIVE    MATTERS. 

The  Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
8.15,  viz.,  the  ordinance  concerning  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances  proposing  to 
abolish  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters, 
and  have  their  duties  performed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  with  proposed  amendments 
thereto. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  moved  that  the  whole 
matter  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters. 

Mr. Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  have  no  need  my- 
self to  speak  about  this  matter,  but  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4,  who  introduced  it,  has  just 
come  in,  will  attend  to  the  matter  and  say  what 
his  views  are.  It  has  been  unanimously  approved 
by  the  two  committees,  and  was  reported  from 
the  Legislative  Committee.  Why  it  should  be  re- 
committed to  them  without  debate  I  cannot  un- 
derstand, and  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
will  have  something  to  say  in  its  defence. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— As  the  gentleman  says,  1 
did  offer  that  ordinance,  and  at  my  suggestion  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters.  They  have  reported  unanimously  in  fa- 
vor of  it  and  it  has  come  before  the  Council  for 
their  determination.  Hoth  the  committees  on 
Ordinances  and  Legislative  Matters  have  given 
reasons  lor  the  passage  of  this  ordinance.  If 
there  is  any  good  reason  why  it  should  l.ot  pass, 
and  the  Council  have  had  aii  opportunity  to  de- 
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teruiine  that  and  are  desirous  that  it  should  not 
pass,  I  am  willing  to  submit  to  the  judgment  of 
this  Council.  Nevertheless  I  think  it  will  be  a 
great  mistake  and  a  serious  detriment  to  the 
proper  conducting  of  the  business  of  the  Govern- 
ment, from  the  fact  that  these  petitions  which  go 
to  the  Legislature,  and  the  bills  we  ask  the  Legis- 
lature to  pass,  do  not  first  pass  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
who  are  afterwards  called  upon  to  draft 
the  ordinances  under  the  act  of  the 
Legislature.  It  seems  to  me  to  have  already 
worked  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  useless  for  me  to  refer  to  matters 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  past.  Here  is  this 
matter  of  the  telephone  bill  and  the  inspection  of 
vinegar.  They  show  that  matters  which  go  to 
the  Legislature  ought  first  to  pass  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  I 
have  not  yet  heard  a  satisfactory  argument 
against  it.  If  there  is  any  reason  why  it  should 
not  pass,  if  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters have  changed  their  minds  on  this  subject, 
defeat  it.  It  is  useless  for  us  to  repeat  argu- 
ments over  and  over  again.  For  that  reason  I 
shall  leave  the  Council  to  say  what  disposition  it 
will  make  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  might  say  in  expla- 
nation of  my  motion  to  recommit,  that  since  the 
last  meeting  I  have  consulted  gentlemen  who 
served  on  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters 
in  the  past.  The  views  expressed  by  them  to  me, 
and  m  consideration  of  the  two  amendments  of- 
fered, and  after  consultation  with  some  members 
of  the  committee,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  matter 
ought  to  be  recommitted.  They  will  probably  be 
able  to  report  the  ordinance  in  a  new  form.  At 
least,  I  think  it  certainly  ought  to  be  recommit- 
ted. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24— It  is  not  often,  Mr. 
President,  that  we  find  a  committee  coming  here 
and  asking  to  be  abolished:  and  that  is  something 
of  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the 
ordinance.  This  matter  was  suggested  early  in 
the  year,  and  has  been  talked  of  in  the  two  com- 
mittees, and  ever  since  it  was  first  suggested 
I  have  been  in  favor  of  merging  them. 
I  believe  the  other  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Committee  have  the  same  feeling.  I  be- 
lieve the  work  of  both  committees  can  be  done  by 
one  committee  better  for  the  interests  of  the 
whole  city  than  by  two  committees.  I  believe 
that  when  legislation  is  asked  for,  which  is  to  be 
followed  by  an  ordinance,  that  those  who  are  to 
draw  the  ordinance  and  who  are  or  should  he 
specially  conversant  with  the  wants  that  the 
ordinance  is  to  meet,  should  be  the  parties  to 
have  charge  of  such  legislation  as  is  necessary  to 
carry  out  and  make  that  ordinance.  I  am  still  of 
the  opinion  that  the  two  committees  had  better 
be  merged.  But  it  has  been  suggested  to  me  by 
several  members  of  the  Council  that  this  should 
be  recommitted,  and  to  that  I  have  no  objection. 
Certain  amendments  were  offered  at  the  last 
meeting  which  may  perhaps  have  some  effect 
upon  us  in  the  course  we  shall  take  if  it  come  up. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  recommittal. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— It  is,  perhaps,  but  fair, 
as  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  say  that  I  shall 
make  no  abjection  to  the  recommittal.  Although 
I  presented  the  report  and  voted  in  favor  of  it,  I 
of  course  acted  with  no  experience  on  the  com- 
mittee. My  appointment  dates  from  the  middle 
of  June.  The  Legislature  had  adjourned,  and 
there  had  not  been  a  meeting  of  the  committee 
until  this  matter  was  referred  to  them.  My  ideas 
were  somewhat  vague,  but  I  confess  that  in  the 
arguments  on  this  subject  I  have  heard  some- 
thing that  has  shaken  my  former  opinions.  I 
shall  favor  the  recommittal. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  intend  to  interfere  in 
this  family  fight.  It  is  very  distressing  to  see 
the  members  from  Ward  24  desire  to  have  a  mat- 
ter referred  back  to  a  committee  where  the  ex- 
cuses are  so  transparent  and  flimsy  as  on  this 
occasion.  So  far  as  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  24—1  shall  have  to  mention  his 
name,  as  there  are  two  of  them — Mr.  Sawyer 
desires  to  recommit  because  some  amendments 
have  been  offered.  Beyond  that,  as  near  as  I  can 
imagine  from  the  remarks  made  all  round,  there 
has  been  a  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
members  of  the  committee  that  they  don't  mean 
to  abolish  the  committee,  that  they  don't  know 
anything  about  it  and  that  they  must  wait  until 
instructed  by  members  of  the  Council  that  they 
have  done  wrong.  As  I  say,  it  is  a  nice  little  fam- 
ily light.    But  I  desire  to  amend  the  motion  to  re- 


commit, so  that  they  be  instructed  to  report  at 
the  next  meeting.  That  may  control  the  move- 
ments of  the  secret  cabal  of  gentlemen  who 
manage  the  business  of  the  majority  of  this 
body. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7— Perhaps  it  would  be  only 
fair  for  me,  as  the  third  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Legislative  Matters  to  say  a  word  on  this 
matter.  When  this  matter  was  before  the  Coun- 
cil at  the  last  meeting  I  st  ated  that  the  Committee 
on  LegislativeMatters  had  considered  it  and  unani- 
mously reported  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. If  it  is  to  be  referred  to  any  committee,  I 
think  it  should  be  referred  to  some  other  commit- 
tee, as  the  Legislative  Committee  has  already 
acted  upon  it,  and  after  fully  considering  it, 
thought  it  was  the  best  plan  to  have  the  work 
done  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  as  sug- 
gested by  that  committee.  I  think  so  still.  I 
shall  therefore  vote  against  recommitting  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 

The  President — Before  the  Chair  puts  the  mo- 
tion he  would  like  to  read  a  letter  from  a  member 
who  is  unfortunately  absent  tonight  and  which 
he  has  been  requested  to  read: 

24  West  Street,  Nov.  17. 

Henry  N.  Shexia.rd,  Esq. :  Dear  Sir— Upon  the 
day  following  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  I 
received  a  letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  asking  if  I  knew  of 
any  instance  in  which  they  had  not  properly  at- 
tended to  their  business,  and  suggesting  that  my 
remarks  seemed  to  reflect  upon  the  late  Mr. 
Healy.  I  answered  him  that  as  regards  Mr.  Healy 
I  certainly  thought  that  he  had  found  plenty  to 
do  upon  the  committee,  and  would  have  defended 
its  usefulness  if  he  had  been  alive;  and  with  re- 
gard to  his  associates  I  had  gathered  my  opinions 
largely  from  what  had  been  already  said  by  them- 
selves and  others,  but  that  I  would  investigate 
further,  and  if  1  found  that  my  remarks  had  been 
unjust  I  would  set  the  matter  straight  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council.  As  I  shall  be  prevented 
by  business  in  New  York  from  attending  the 
meeting,  would  you  have  the  kindness  to  state  for 
me  that  I  am  now  ready  to  admit  that  1  was  mis- 
taken, and  that  they  should  be  exonerated  from 
the  charge  of  neglect  of  duty.  With  a  chairman 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  who  attended  so  care- 
fully to  his  business  as  did  Mr.  Healy,  and  with  a 
counsel  who  was  so  familiar  with  the  relations 
between  the  State  and  city,  there  was  really  very 
little  for  the  rest  of  the  committee  to  do,  and  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  could,  by  personal 
supervision  at  the  City  Hall,  feel  assured  that  the 
city  business  was  being  properly  attended  to 
without  giving  matters  so  much  of  his  attendance 
at  the  State  House  as  some  of  his  predecessors  in 
office  had  found  it  necessary  to  give. 

This  does  not  alter  my  opinion  as  lo  the  inad- 
visability  of  abolishing  the  committee,  for  ineffi- 
cient chairmen  or  incompetent  counsel  might  put 
much  more  work  upon  their  associates  and  keep 
them  all  fully  employed. 

I  am  yours  truly, 

M.  S.  Gkeenough. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— It  is  a  little  singular  that 
a  committee  should  come  here  and  be  willing  to 
relinquish  its  powers  and  have  itself  abolished. 
There  is  something  novel  about  that.  But  there 
is  n't  anything  new  about  another  committee  de- 
siring to  enjoy  those  powers.  There  is  n't  any- 
thing new  in  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ou 
Ordinances  desiring  to  aggrandize  to  his  com- 
mittee the  duties  and  dinners  of  another  com- 
mittee. I  think  the  members  of  this  Council  will 
bear  me  out  in  saying  that  the  Committee  ou  Or- 
dinances has  manifested  a  degree  of  constant  oc- 
cupation and  diligence  during  the  past  year 
which  has  been  quite  creditable,  and  which  has 
been  sufficient  for  the  attention  of  another  com- 
mittee. It  is  not  particularly  desirable  that  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  who  is  very  likely  to 
continue  to  ue  chairman  hereafter,  should 
be  harassed  and  reduced  in  flesh  by  hav- 
ing graver  duties  laid  upon  him,  owing 
to  the  abolishment  of  this  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters.  I  am  a  little  curious 
also  to  know  who  is  this  secret  cabal  which 
he  referred  to,  that  is  springing  a  pressure  to  bear 
on  members  of  the  Council.  The  gentleman  is 
quick  to'scent  anything  of  that  sort,  audi  hope  the 
debate  will  continue  long  enough  so  that  we  can 
understand  it.  There  seems  to  be  some  danger 
lurking  about  in  the  Council  that  we  are  not 
aware  of,  and  we  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
protect  ourselves  against  its  direful  influence.  I 
believe  he  said  flimsy,  or  transparent,  or  some 
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other  word  verging  on  the  unparliamentary. 
Sow ,  I  take  it,  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee, 
who  have  been  frank  enough  to  state  their  rea- 
sons why  they  favor  the  recommittal,  are  entitled 
to  have  themselves  credited  wich  candor  in  the 
mattei',  and  have  not  alleged  reasons  frivolous  or 
thin.  If  there  is  any  thinness  in  the  texture  of 
the  remarks  brought  forward  here,  it  lays  with 
those  who  are  advocating  this  change.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  4,  who  is  repre- 
senting the  Committee  onj  Ordinances,  has  ad- 
vanced one  or  two  ideas  which  it  seems  to  me 
were  hastily  prepared  for  the  occasion.  Of  course 
he  must  say  something  when  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  so  gracefully  called  him  up.  And  so  he 
said  something  the  best  way  he  could.  But  I 
think  if  you  consider  it  a  little  more,  he  could 
not  see  any  grave  reasons  why  the  same  commit- 
tee that  draws  our  ordinances,  under  statutes 
passed  at  the  State  House,  should  also  have 
charge  of  matters  before  the  Legislature.  It  does 
seem  to  me  the  way  he  put  it  was  a  little  crude. 
The  Legislature,  in  the  course  of  its  proceedings 
which  result  in  the  passage  of  the  statutes,  have 
a  committee  whose  duty  it  is  to  look  after  the 
form  of  statutes,  and  see  that  they  embody  and 
express,  in  due  legal  phrase,  the  will  ot  the 
Legislature.  It  is  that  committee  which  frames 
the  statutes  which  are  passed,  and  not 
a  committee  at  City  Hall.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  says  it  is  not  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  wtiojdrawthe  statutes  to  be  presented 
to  the  Legislature,  but  that  was  done  by  the  spe 
cial  counsel  employed  by  the  city.  Xow,  if  they 
have  their  counsel,  have  we  any  assurance  that 
he  will  not  draw  statutes  which  embody  in  a  gen- 
eral form  what  is  wanted?  What  will  probably 
be  the  course  of  it  in  any  event?  The  Committee 
of  the  Legislature  prepares  the  bill,  the  Legisla- 
ture enacts  it,  and  then  it  comes  down  here.  I 
think  the  statutes  of  Massachusetts  are  not  very 
ambiguous,  and  I  think  the  course  of  legislation 
and  the  character  and  quality  of  those  who  com- 
pose the  Judiciary  Committee  are  such  that  the 
statutes  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts are  not  otten  so  ambiguous  that  a  well-con- 
stituted Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  part  of 
this  branch  cannot  understand  them— cannot 
know  what  kind  of  an  ordinance  to  frame  under 
those  statutes.  But  suppose  it  were  true;  how 
much  more  would  they  know  about  drawing  it, 
how  much  more  skill  would  they  have  in  drawing 
it  if  they  kuew  about  the  matter  beforehand,  and 
if  they  were  charged  with  the  directing  of  this 
special  counsel  in  pushing  this  matter  through? 
How  much  more  would  they  know  about  the  stat- 
utes passed  when  they  took  them  up  in  the  com- 
mittee room  and  undertook  to  frame  an  ordi- 
nance, from  having  had  something  to  do  with  re- 
porting the  bill?  I  hope  this  matter  will  be 
recommitted.  I  think  the  amendments  might 
well  be  considered  by  the  committee.  When  two 
of  the  committee  have  expressed  a  willingness  to 
have  it  recommitted  and  one  of  them  chinks  he 
should  like  to  consider  the  matter  further,  espe- 
cially in  connection  with  the  amendment,  I  think 
there  will  be  no  time  lost,  or  it  will  not  be  im- 
proper, for  this  Council  to  let  it  go  back  to  the 
committee.  I  hope  it  will  receive  a  little  more 
careful  consideration,  and  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  is  prepared  the.,  next 
time  to  help  out  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
in  his  desire  to  accomplish  the  bringing  of  this 
Legislative  Committee  into  the[Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, that  he  will  carefully  prepare  himself, 
or  bear  with  me  if  I  am  dull  enough  not  to  under- 
stand his  remarks.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  letter 
from  the  gentleman  who  is  absent.  I  believe  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  has  had  suffi- 
cient to  do  in  times  past  to  warrant  its  existence. 
I  believe  it  might  have  many  more  matters  re- 
ferred to  it  than  it  does.  I  think  many  commit- 
tees here  have  too  many  matters  before  them; 
and  1  think  this  Jouncil  would  get  measures  be- 
fore it  more  promptly  and  properly  if  there  was 
a  little  more  distribution  of  the  business  among 
more  committees. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— Were  it  not  for  what  I 
consider  the  most  extraordinary  speech  of  my 
friend  from  Ward  21,  I  should  not  have  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  Council  for  one  minute  more. 
I  suppose  the  Council  has  already  made  up  its  mind 
to  recommit  this  matter.  That  being  the  case,  it  is 
useless  for  anybody  to  say  anything  against  it. 
But  I  want  this  Council  to  understand  that  when 
I  offered  that  ordinance  and  had  it  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  I  did  not 
do  it  to  help  my  friend  from  Ward  12  on  in  any 


pet  project.  It  originated  in  my  own  brain  and 
was  decided  upon  after  consultation  with  him 
and  the  other  members  of  the  committee.  If  any- 
body is  responsible  for  this  being  referred  to  the 
committee  it  is  myselt.  The  whole  blame  rests 
with  me  and  not  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  Now  then,  the  gentleman  says  my  explana- 
tion of  this  matter  is  flimsy.  I  must  object  to 
his  statement.  I  am  very  sorry  it  was 
not  clear  enough  to  make  him  under- 
stand it.  The  fault  was  with  my  work.  Of 
course  the  next  time  I  undertake  anything  of  the 
kind  I  will  consult  him  and  see  if  my  argument  is 
in  proper  shape.  Nevertheless  he  has  seen  proper 
to  allude  to  one  or  two  reasons  that  I  did  give 
when  called  upon  Dy  my  friend  from  Ward  12. 
They  were  the  general  reasons  for  doing  this 
thing.  But  the  reason  I  did  not  attempt  to  give 
any  stronger  reasons  was  that  when  a  gentleman 
who  has  "sat  in  this  Council  Chamber  f„r  two 
years  says  that  a  committee  of  this  Council  can- 
not be  trusted  to  have  charge  of  legislation  for 
the  city  as  well  as  a  member'of  the  Legislature 
not  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  I  do  not  think 
it  worth  while  to  give  any  further  reasons.  But  I 
want  to  say,  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  that  if 
you  propose  to  allow  this  matter  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  Legislative  Committee,  you  ought  to 
give  them  the  drafting  of  the  ordinance  when 
the  bill  is  passed.  I  do  not  care  whether  you  give 
it  to  one  committee  or  the  other,  but  it  should 
remain  with  one.  Now  what  is  the  practical 
working  in  this  matter?  We  start  out  with  the 
idea  that  we  want  to  get  something  through  in 
order  to  meet  some  difficulty.  Take  the  matter 
of  the  regulation  of  telegraph  and  telephone 
wires.  We  tried  for  two  or  three  years  to  com- 
pel the  telegraph  companies  to  erect  their  wires 
in  such  a  way  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  lines  of 
the  Fire  Department  telegraph.  After  going 
through  the  form  of  passing  orders  and  referring 
the  matter  to  the  City  Solicitor,  he  finally  decid- 
ed that  we  had  no  right  to  do  anything  and  that 
we  had  better  petition  the  Legislature  to  pass 
such  a  law.  We  went  to  the  Legislature  with  our 
petition.  After  we  got  there  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee presented  the  matter  to  the  Legislature. 
But  they  did  not  draft  the  bill.  They  left  that 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Solici- 
tor to  draft  the  bill.  What  is  the  re- 
sult? Just  take  the  wording  ot  that  statute. 
It  provides  that  cities  and  towns  may  establish 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  telegraph  and  tele 
phone  wires  and  poles,  but  it  also  provides  that  in 
cities  such  regulations  shall  be  made  by  ordi- 
nance. They  have  got  to  put  into  the  ordinauce 
just  how  those  lines  shall  be  laid.  We  want  them 
reerected  satisfactory  to  and  under  the  control  of 
the  Fire  Commissioners  or  some  other  body.  Un- 
der this  statute  you  cannot  do  any  such  thing. 
You  must  establish  your  regulations  by  ordinance 
so  they  can  know  just  where  they  are.  You  have 
got  to  pass  an  ordinance  saying  that  the  poles 
shall  be  so  far  from  the  street,  just  so  high,  etc. ; 
and  the  result  is  the  whole  thing  has  come  to 
naught,  and  we  are  just  as  far  from  controlling 
the  matter  as  we  were  two  years  ago.  If  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  had  had  charge  of  the 
drafting  of  such  a  bill,  they  would  not  have 
allowed  such  a  statute  to  pass.  They 
would  not  have  trusted  to  the  legislative 
counsel.  All  he  has  to  do  is  to  carry  "out  the 
wishes  of  the  committee.  He  don't  know  any- 
thing about  the  details,  or  what  is  to  be  accom- 
plished by  the  bills.  That  is  just  your  position. 
I  say,  for  the  last  time,  if  you  are  going  to  leave 
this  matter  in  the  hands  of  two  committees,  you 
are  doing  a  serious  injury  to  the  interests  of  the 
city.  Put  your  petition  and  drafting  of  a  bill 
and  drawing  of  an  ordinance  into  the  hands  of 
one  committee.  If  you  do  not  you  are  doing  your 
work  by  piecemeal. 

Mr.  Whitmore — f  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  is  satisfied  that  when  I  referred  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4,  I  was  only  exercising 
the  courtesy  which  I  might  assume  to  show  to  a 
political  adversary.  I  saw  that  the  gentleman 
had  just  come  in,  and  did  not  know  how  far  the 
debate  had  got  along,  and  I  ventured  to  call  his 
attention  to  it.  It  may  seem  strange  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21,  but  it  was  a  natural  piece  of 
courtesy  for  me  to  show.  The  reason  I  stated  that 
the  argument  of  the  smaller  gentleman  from 
Ward  24 — if  the  Chair  will  pardon  me;  but  I  must 
get  some  expressive  word— was  that  tney  seem  to 
have  so  little  in  them  to  be  considered.  The 
reasons  given  were  that  there  had  been  two 
amendments  offered.    I  do  not  know  that   any 


NOVEMBER       18,       1880 


581 


body  objects  to  those  amendments.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  had  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
words  "in  print."  He  turned  round  to  me  and 
asked  if  I  had  any  objection,  and  I  said  no.  One 
or  two  other  members  of  the  committee  did  not 
object.  I  think  the  reasons  are  slightly  flimsy, 
and  it  seems  xmnecessay  to  refer  the  matter  back 
to  the  committee  to  consider  a  question  to  which 
there  is  no  objection.  Mr.  Wheeler  has  moved  to 
strike  out  certain  words,  and  I  presumethat  when 
it  came  up  for  debate  they  would  have  been  struck 
out.  But  what  I  consider  strange  is  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  24,  who  does  not  follow 
my  example  and  rarely  speaks,  should  juinp  up 
and  move  to  recommit  the  matter  before  it  had 
been  considered.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
who  is  a  Republican  in  good  standing,  asked  to 
have  the  matter  laid  over  until  this  evening,  that 
he  might  consider  it.  I  supposed  the  first  thing 
to  be  done  was  to  have  a  debate.  Instead  of  that, 
I  was  amused  to  see  the  gentleman,  who  I  sup- 
posed was  prepared  with  an  eloquent  speech — 
the  gentleman  from  the  confines  of  the  city — 
jump  up  and  move  to  recommit,  for  no  other 
reason  except  the  one  which  he  accidentally  let 
slip  him,  and  that  is,  he  had  consulted  with  some- 
other  members  who  thought  that  about  the  right 
thing  to  do.  Those  are  the  only  definite  reasons 
given,  but  the  general  reasons  are  veiy  well  un- 
derstood. I  suppose  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  does  not  understand  what  I  meant  by  re- 
ferring to  a  cabal,  he  can  find  out  by  communi- 
cating along  the  line 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  moved  to  indefinitely 
postpone  the  whole  subject  and  the  President 
ruled  the  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  to  instruct  the 
committee  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  was 
adopted. 

The  motion  to  recommit,  with  instructions  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting,  was  adopted— 33  for, 
18  against. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  would  inquire  if  the  gentie- 
tnan  voted  with  the  prevailing  party? 

The  President — The  inquiry  is  out  of  order. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

The  President-- Lest  some  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil misunderstand  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  he 
would  state  that  the  rule  provides  that  when  no- 
tice is  required  the  member  making  the  motion 
shall  be  one  of  those  who  voted  with  the  majority. 

THE  PROPOSED  ABOLITION  OF  VOTING   PRECINCTS. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  8.30  P.  M.,  viz. :  Order  to  petition 
the  Legislature  for  the  repeal  of  the  provision  for 
the  division  of  wards  in  the  precincts. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7— The  reason  for  presenting 
the  order  was  that,  in  considering  the  matter,  It 
was  my  opinion  that  the  new  system  of  precinct 
voting  is  not  superior  or  equalto  tne  old  one  of 
having  one  polling  place  in  each  ward  at  the 
wardroom.  In  1878  a  law  was  passed  dividing 
the  wards  of  the  city  into  precincts  of 
500  voters  each.  I  understand  it  was  passed 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  easier  for  the 
voters  to  vote,  and  for  that  purpose  only.  Now, 
if  that  was  the  only  thing  desired  to  be  accom- 
plished by  the  law,  1  thick  it  has  not  been  suc- 
cessful. In  previous  years  it  has  been  the  custom 
to  have  permanent  ward  rooms  in  the  different 
wards,  and  the  new  system  makes  it  necessary, 
by  the  division  of  wards  into  precincts,  to  have 
four  or  five  voting  places,  one  in  the  permanent 
ward  room  and  the  others  in  auy  place  they  can 
hire  or  get  for  nothing.  In  Ward  7  it  has  been 
the  custom  to  put  us  into  any  place  they  can  get. 
We  have  been  voting  in  a  hay  stable,  a  file  shop, 
a  coal  shed  and  all  such  places.  The  places  are 
not  fit  for  polling  places,  and  there  is  nothing 
good  accomplished  by  the  new  law.  For  instance, 
in  Precinct  4  of  Ward  7  since  the  law  was  passed 
the  voting  place  has  been  changed  three  times  to 
three  different  localities,  and  there  has  been 
considerable  difficulty  for  the  voters,  especially 
the  laboring  class,  who  have  not  the  time  to  find 
where  the  voting  places  are.  Again,  the  expense 
of  the  new  system  is  a  great  deal  larger  than  the 
old.  I  find  that  for  the  two  years  before  the  new 
law  the  election  expenses  were  §7257.91.  and  for 
the  two  years  since  the  law  went  into  effect  the 
election  expenses  were  §22,317.18,  a  difference  of 
$15,059.27.  It  may  not  appear  much,  but  if  there 
is  nothing  whatever  ace  nnplished  by  the  division 


of  tbe  wards  into  precincts,  I  thinK  it  is  about 
time  the  law  was  renealed.  Again,  as  we  have 
seen  in  the  special  election  for  Alderman  this 
year,  it  requires  that  the  election  be  de- 
layed over  a  mouth  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
voting  precincts  in  some  of  the  wards,  it  being 
necessary  to  give  thirty  days'  notice  of  the  differ 
ent  polling  places.  So  on  the  whole  I  think  the 
best  thing  the  Council  can  do  is  to  request  the 
Mayor  to  petition  for  a  repeal  of  the  law,  and  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  think  the 
time  has  arrived,  or  that  the  gentleman  has 
brought  forward  any  argument  to  show  that  it 
has  arrived  to  abolish  the  present  system  of  vot- 
ing. I  may  sav  I  have  had  some  experience  in 
this  matter  for  the  past  two  years,  and  have 
been  led  to  the  conclusion  that  though  there 
may  be  some  defects  in  the  present  system  of 
voting  by  precincts,   yet    on    the   whole   it  is  a 

freat  improvement  on  the  old  system  of  voting 
y  wards.  In  the  old  system  two  or  three  thou- 
sand voters  were  brought  together  in  one  ward- 
room, making  great  crowds  in  many  places  and 
great  difficulty  in  receiving  and  counting  votes. 
By  the  present  system  the  voting  has  been  dis- 
tributed in  four  or  five  places  in  each  ward,  and 
and  there  has  been  no  difficulty  in  any  precinct. 
I  have  heard  of  no  voter  coming  up  and  being  un- 
able to  cast  his  vote  without  losing  any  time. 
The  gentleman  has  said  the  only  purpose  of  the 
law  was  to  make  it  easier'  for  the  vot- 
ers to  cast  their  vote.  As  I  remember  the  reason 
given  at  the  time,  one  very  strong  one  was  that 
the  number  of  voters  in  the  precincts  being 
smaller,  and  the  officers  of  each  precinct  being- 
required  to  be  residents  of  the  precinct,  they 
were  more  in  a  position  and  better  qualified  to 
know  whether  those  who  came  to  cast  their  votes 
were  qualified  so  to  do  I  admit  there  are  some 
small  objections  to  the  present  system  which 
might  be  changed,  but  I  think  the"  experiment 
has  not  been  tried  sufficiently  long  to  point  out 
those  defects,  and  that  it  would  be  better  for  the 
system  to  receive  a  longer  trial.  It  has  only  been 
in  operation  two  years,  and  that  is  hardly  a  suffi- 
cient length  of  time  to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  With- 
out ineaniDg  any  discourtesy  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7, 1  will  make  a  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  the  order. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  disagree  with  my 
friend  from  Ward  7.  So  far  as  my  own  experience 
has  gone,  I  fully  believe  in  the  present  system, 
and  am  well  satisfied  it  promotes  quiet  and  fair- 
ness In  the  election.  From  my  own  personal  ex- 
perience at  the  last  three  general  elections,  I  am 
satified  that  a  larger  vote  is  brought  out  under 
this  system  than  under  the  old  one.  In  precinct 
three'of  Ward  10,  at  the  last  election,  of  a  regis- 
tration, I  think,  of  426,  all  the  voters  were  checked 
except  thirty-two.  Two  years  ago  I  think  the 
number  was  even  smaller  than  that.  A  full  vote 
is  always  desirable,  and  this  full  vote  would  not 
have  been  secured  had  it  not  been  for  the  pre- 
cinct system.  Furthermore,  it  must  be  apparent 
to  all  that  there  is  much  less  liability  of  dis- 
turbance, that  it  promotes  quiet  at  an  election; 
and  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  confer 
with  parties  whom  1  represent — and  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  do  so  to  quite  an  extent— 
they  all  appear  to  be  of  an  opinion  that  the  pre- 
cinct system  should  be  adhered  to.  Therefore  I 
am  quite  interested  that  the  motion  to  indefinite- 
ly postpone  should  prevail.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
should  have  put  it  in  that  form  myself,  although 
I  daresay  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will 
not  regard  it  as  a  severe  proposition. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 
Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

POLICE    DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Police  Commissioners  of  the 
transactions  of  the  department  for  October,  1880, 
was  received  and  sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND  REFERRED. 

Petition  for  J.  R.  Downing,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  Kendrick  street, 
rear  of  Lake  street,  Ward  25.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Paving  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings.   Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Petition  of  Mrs. 
M.J.  Kdgarton,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  defect  in  the  sidewalk  S4 
Berkeley  street,  on  Oct.  -24.  1880.  Referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


PROPOSED  INCREASE  TO  THE  POLICE  FORCE. 

The  following  was  received,  read,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Parkin  an  of  Ward  9,  ordered  to  lie 
printed,  and  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  at  eight  o'clock. 

Police  Commissioners'  Office,  i 
Boston,  Nov.  17,  1880.    j 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council— 
Upon  the  matter  of  an  increase  of  the  police 
force  as  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Police 
Commissioners,  now  pending  before  the  City 
Council,  there  seeming  to  be  a  misconception  as 
to  the  grounds  upon  which  such  recommendation 
■was  made,  the  board  would  hereby  present  the 
reasons  therefor  for  the  information  of  the  Coun- 
cil: 

During  the  police  year  1879-1880  various  circum- 
stances tended  to  show  that  the  number  of  offi- 
cers was  too  small  to  properly  perform  the  duties 
of  the  department.  In  February  last,  the  officers 
commanding  the  several  police  divisions  were 
asked  to  furnish  to  the  commissioners  in  writing 
their  opinions  as  to  the  minimum  number  of  men 
required  to  perform  the  worK  of  their  respective 
divisions  efficiently,  and  to  what  the  force  under 
their  command  should  be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished, giving  at  length  the  reasons  upon  which 
such  opinions  might  be  based.  This  they  did; 
and  the  result  showed  that  fifty-five  men  more 
than  were  on  that  date  on  the  force,  and  thirty- 
five  (35)  more  than  were  then  allowed  by  law,  were 
needed  to  properly  do  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

A  digest  of  the  opinions  of  the  commanding 
officers  of  divisions,  showing  the  principal 
grounds  upon  which  the  increase  is  asked  for,  is 
annexed  hereto.    [See  Appendix  A.] 

The  fast-increasing  extent  of  our  public 
grounds  require  more  men  than  can  now  be  put 
upon  them,  not  only  to  preserve  the  public  prop- 
erty intact,  but  also  to  insure  decency  within 
their  limits.  There  is  hardly  one  of  them  of  any 
considerable  size  for  which,  during  tne  past  year, 
greater  police  care  has  not  more  than  once  been 
demanded  by  officials  as  well  as  others,  and  in 
one  case  by  a  vote  of  the  City  Council  itself,  while 
complaints  have  been  continually  made  of  viola- 
tions of  good  order  and  decency  within  their 
boundaries.  The  citizens  who  live  near,  or  who 
frequent  them,  are  entitled  to  demand,  and  the 
good  name  of  our  city  requires,  that  they  be  kept 
free  from  ribald  talk  and  lewd  or  riotous  con- 
duct; that  these  "breathing  places"  shall  be  so 
watched  that  persons  of  either  sex  and  every  age 
may  enjoy  them  without  molestation  of  any  bind. 
No  especial  attention  can  be  given  them  with  the 
force  now  available. 

There  are  at  present  fifteen  patrolmen  stationed 
permanently  at  the  street  junction  most  crowded 
with  travel,  and  the  duty  performed  by  them  is  a 
very  arduous  one,  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  from  accidents  involving 
loss  of  life  and  injury  to  person  or  property,  and 
entailing  on  the  city  vexatious  lawsuits  and 
heavy  pecuniary  damages.  Several  other  places 
beside  those  now  protected,  such  as  the  corner  of 
Court  and  Hanover,  Tremont  and  Hanover,  Wash- 
ington and  Tremont,  and  Haymarket  square,  re- 
quire the  permanent  presence  of  an  officer,  and 
no  officer  can  be  so  placed  without  leaving  some 
route  uncovered. 

Further,  there  should  be  men  enough  to  keep 
several,  other  than  the  inspectors,  in  various 
localities  on  duty  in  citizens  dress  to  protect  the 
public  from  violence  and  insult,  especially  in  and 
about  the  various  railroad  depots  and  the  thor- 
oughfares leading  thereto.  The  disorderly  and 
riotous  men  and  boys  who  infest  the  streets  can 
rarely  be  caught  violating  the  law  by  an  officer  in 
uniform.  A  sight  of  it  renders  them  quiet  or  dis- 
perses them;  its  disappearance  leaves  them  unre- 
strained. During  the  last  six  months  those  as- 
saults at  least  have  been  made  by  roughs  upon 
innocent  people  going  to  one  of  our  most  impor- 
tant railroad  stations;  each  happening  while  the 
officers  were  on  other  parts  of  their  routes,  no 
one  of  the  offenders  could  be  detected  and  pun- 
ished. 

The  officers  commanding  divisions  were  unani- 
mously of  the  opinion  that  sergeants  for  day  duty 
-were  as  much  of  a  necessity  as  those  for  night 
duty.  They  were  needed  to  patrol  the  divisions, 
watch  the  men  on  duty  and  take  the  place  of  the 
captains  whenever  they  should  be  called  away 
from  the  station  houses.  At  present  a  captain 
cannot  go  over  his  division  without  leaving  the 
house  in  charge  of  a  patrolman.    Should  these 


sergeants  be  appointed  without  an  increase  of  the 
force,  it  would  take  sixteen  meu  from  the  patrol 
force.  ,  While  they  would  be  patrolmen  for  the 
whole  division  to  which  they  belonged,  the  num- 
ber of  patrolmen  for  routes  could  not  safely  be 
reduced. 

Besides  the  men  asked  for  by  the  several  police 
divisions,  the  railroad  squad  should  be  increased 
by  at  least  two  men.  A  sergeant  and  four  patrol- 
men now  belonging  to  it  cover  the  whole  city  and 
are  overworked.  The  freedom  of  our  thorough- 
fares from  blockades  show  how  well  they  do  their 
duty. 

During  the  last  fifteen  years  the  population  and 
valuation  of  Boston  has  doubled,  while  its  area 
has  increased  live  fold,  and  the  grounds  devoted 
to  public  purposes  threefold.  Meanwhile  the 
number  of  the  patrolmen  lor  patrol  duty  has  not 
doubled.  See  appendix  B,  in  which  appears  only 
old  Boston  and  the  territory  since  annexed.  In 
addition  to  this,  the  islands  and  waters  of  the 
harbor  and  mainland  adjoining,  not  a  part  of  the 
city,  cover  11,000  acres'  in  extent,  are  under  the 
jurisdiction  and  require  the  constant  care  of  the 
Boston  police,  and  from  year  to  year  an  increas- 
ing number  of  men.  The  water  front  of  the  city 
is  nearly  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  should  be 
nightly  patrolled.  To  do  this  properly,  three 
boats  are  needed,  one  to  cover  the  front  of  South 
Boston,  one  to  cover  the  front  of  East  Boston, 
and  one  to  cover  the  front  of  the  city  proper,  in- 
cluding Charlestown. 

Further,  during  the  last  five  years  the  travel  to 
the  towns  and  summer  resorts  surrounding,  and 
on  the  islands  in,  the  harbor  has  increased  to  a 
vast  extent.  Thousands  of  people  daily  and 
nightly  throng  the  numerous  steamboats  plying 
on  the  water,  and  their  safety,  convenience  and 
comfort  make  demands  upon  the  police  force 
which  cannot  be  refused,  but  which  adds  greatly 
to  the  labor  and  the  responsibility  devolving  up- 
on the  department. 

At  least  four  more  men  are  needed  for  the  bar 
bor  police. 

It  should  also  be  remembered  that  the  exten- 
sion of  the  areas  of  East  Boston  and  South  Bos- 
ton, by  the  filling  up  of  the  flats,  and  their  occu- 
pation by  railroad  corporations  and  others  for 
business  purposes,  has  largely  increased  the  area 
upon  which  valuable  property  is  spread,  and 
necessitates  an  increased  force  to  protect  it. 
South  Boston  Point  has  also  become  a  favorite 
place  of  resort,  especially  during  the  summer 
months,  for  thousands  daily,  who  cannot,  for  va- 
rious reasons,  seek  rest  and  recreation  in  the 
country,  and  all  the  year  round  is  the  rendezvous 
of  a  large  number  of  yachts,  which,  while  adding 
to  the  attraction  of  the  city,  have  as  much  claim 
to  be  protected  as  goods  in  warehouses. 

At  present  the  614  patrolmen  allowed  by  law 
are  called  upon  to  take  care  of  fifty-eight  square 
miles  of  territory,  of  which  nearly  thirty-seven 
square  miles  are  main  land  and  over  500  miles  of 
streets.  Taking  into  consideration  the  number 
of  patrolmen  employed  on  necessary  special  duty, 
such  as  the  "Horse  Railroad  Squad,"  the  "Li- 
cense Squad,"  the  men  stationed  at  street  cor- 
ners, and  those  doing  duty  on  the  "Harbor  Divi- 
sion," there  are  only  about  575  patrolmen  for 
general  patrol  duty.  Divided  into  three  divisions, 
this  force  is  compelled  to  take  care  of  an  average 
of  about  three  miles  of  streets  each.  In  many  cases 
the  routes  are  much  shorter  and  in  others  longer, 
but  this  general  statement  gives  some  idea  of  the 
work  which  patrolmen  have  to  perform.  In  com- 
paring the  Police  Department  of  Boston  with  that 
of  other  cities  ot  the  country  and  Europe,  it  will 
be  found  that  it  will  compare  favorably  with  any 
of  them,  as  to  the  number  of  officers  to  the  square 
mile,  to  every  thousand  of  population,  to  the 
valuation;  especially  when  it  is  taken  into  con- 
sideration that  to  it  is  given  many  auties  which 
in  most  cities  are  performed  by  other  depart- 
ments, such  as  the  licensing  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  horse  railroad  conductors  and  dri- 
vers, etc. 

Of  course,  the  increase  of  men  asked  for  will 
necessitate  an  increased  outlay;  but  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  present  fiscal  year  the  greater 
portion  ot  such  outlay  can  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
appropriation  already  made  for  the  Police  De- 
partment. Believing  that  the  strictest  integrity 
and  economy  should  be  observed  in  the  disburse- 
ment of  public  moneys,  the  Board  of  Police  Com- 
missioners feel  that  it  is  their  imperative  duty  to 
make  known  to  the  City  Council  what  in  its  opin- 
ion the  necessities  of  the  city  require,  especially 
on  matters  involving  the  peace, comfort,  property 
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and  lives  of  our  citizens  and  the  good  older  and 
reputation  of  our  city. 

Very  respectfully, 

Henry  Walker, 

Chairman. 

Appendix    A. 

Division  1 — Two  (2)  men  needed.  One  man  is 
needed  to  be  permanently  stationed  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Hanover  and  Wasnington  streets  and  one 
(1)  on  Haymarket  square  to  protect  public  travel. 
This  cannot  be  done  with  the  present  force. 
There  are  now  at  the  station  fifty-three  men  and 
fifty-five  is  the  minimum  number  needed  to  carry 
on  the  work.  At  piesent  there  is  no  man  at  the 
station  house  to  answer  a  sudden  call  for  duty 
between  11  P.  M.  and  7  A.M.,  except  the  relief 
who  are  sleeping.  There  should  always  be  one 
(1)  man  for  this  duty. 

Division  2— There  is  one  day  route  which  is  pa- 
trolled by  officers  of  two  adjoining  routes,  there 
being  not  men  enough  to  cover  it  otherwise. 
Three  crossings  need  men  stationed  at  them  the 
whole  time,  none  being  there  now.  Corner  of 
Court  and  Hanover,  Hanover  and  Washington, 
Devonshire  and  Dock  square.  The  first  part  of 
every  night  an  officer  is  needed  to  go  from  How- 
ard to  Winter  street,  along  Tremoiit  street,  there 
being  many  complaints  of  disreputable  characters 
blocking  the  sidewalks.  There  are  now  sixty- 
seven  active  men  on  the  division.  There  should 
be  an  increase  of  five  men.  Then  there  would  be 
from  three  to  five  less  than  when  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  police  force  took  place. 

Division  3— Minimum    number    of    men  sixty- 
one;  increase  of  ten  needed;    two  patiolmen  for 
Bowdoin  square,  one  horseman,  one  man   at  the 
depots  during  the  day,  etc. 
Division  4— No  increase. 

Division  5— Four  men  needed.  The  Division 
now  has  seven  men  less  that  at  the  time  of  reor- 
ganization. Have  had  to  consoldate  two  night 
routes  and  one  day  route  with  other  routes  al- 
ready long  enough.  The  territory  west  of  Provi- 
dence Depot  requires  an  additional  patrolman. 
Division  G — Four  men  needed.  The  making  of 
Congress-street  Bridge  and  street  across  Boston 
Wharf  Property  renders  the  forming  of  one  or 
two  more  routes  necessary.  This  cannot  be  done 
with  the  present  number  of  men. 

Division  7 — Three  men  needed.  Routes  are  too 
long,  averaging  3V2  miles  each.  Breed's  Island 
needs  a  mounted  man,  at  least  during  day  time. 
Travel  is  greatly  inci'easing  there.  An  extra 
officer  is  greatly  needed  to  patrol  Meridian  street 
the  first  part  of  the  night. 
Division  8— None  needed. 

Division  !)— Two  men  needed.  Two  routes  are 
without  men  and  have  to  be  covered  with  men 
from  other  routes. 

Division  10  —  Six  men  needed.  Three  extra 
routes  should  be  made;  two  tor  night,  and  one 
for  day.  The  division  is  thickly  settled  and  some 
of  the  routes  so  long  that  an  officer  cannot  pa- 
trol it  more  than  twice  during  his  tour  of  duty 
and  officers  canuot  get  assistance  from  each  oth- 
er when  needed.  There  are  fourteen  large  brew- 
eries and  many  manufactories.  Continual  com- 
plaints of  want  of  officers. 

Division  11— Three  men  needed.  Large  territo- 
ry, 4200  acres.  Eight  night  routes  covered  by  sev- 
en men  each;  six  day  routes  covered  by  five  men. 
Between  Field's  Corner  and  South  Boston  there 
is  a  very  large  population.  The  routes  are  so  long 
the  public  are  not  properly  protected. 

Division  12  —  Five  men  needed.  Routes  alto- 
gether too  long,  often  one  man  being  compelled 
to  cover  two.  During  summer  and  on  Sundays 
an  officer  needed  in  and  about  independence 
square  and  Thomas  park  all  day.  A  large  in- 
crease of  yachts  and  hotel  property  at  Point  re- 
quire an  extra  force. 

Divi&ion  13 — Two  men  needed.  Two  routes, 
covering  two  villages  three  miles  apart,  pa'rolled 
by  one  officer. 
Division  14— No  increase  needed. 
Division  15— Five  men  needed.  Each  patrolman 
has  fifty  acres  of  territory  and  three  miles  of 
streets  to  cover.  There  arc  five  bridges  within 
the  territory.  Four  railroad  crossings  and  five 
hundred  trains  passing  every  day.  The  Chelsea 
Bridge  in  and  aiiout  the  Lowell  Railroad  requires 
a  man.  Men  greatly  needed  on  Charles  River  and 
Warren  bridges.    ■ 

Division  16— Four  men  needed.  Not  men  enough 
to  properly  patrol  harbor,  to  meet  the  increase  of 
business  occasioned  by  improvements  made  at 
East  Boston  and  South  Boston. 


Appendix   B. 
Population.  Sq.  Acres.     Valuation.      No.  of 
Pat'l  men 
Pat'l  Duty. 

1865 192,324       4,636     ,$371,892,775        296 

1870 250,526      12,050        584,089,460        371 

1875 341,919      23,661       793,961,895       560 

1880 364,000     23,661        639,089,200       614 

WASTE      OF     WATER. 

Mr.  Howard  of  Ward  4  presented  the  following: 
Boston  Water  Board  Office,  1 
Nov.  18,  1880.        ] 

To  the  City  Council— In  compliance  with  an  or- 
der of  the  City  Council  directing  the  Boston 
Water  Board  to  consider  and  report  at  their  early 
convenience  i he  method  by  which,  in  their  judg- 
ment, it  is  most  practicable  to  arrest  the  waste 
of  water  in  this  city,  the  board  submit  the  follow- 
ing report:  In  the  judgment  of  the  board  the 
must  efficient  and  permanent  method  of  ar- 
resting the  waste  of  water  is  by  the  appli- 
cation of  meters.  The  evils  arising  from  an  ex- 
cessive use  of  water  have  been  growing  tor  a 
number  of  years,  ana  the  board 'have  given  a 
great  deal  of  consideration  to  different  methods 
in  use  for  limiting  the  consumption  to  a  proper 
amount.  The  question  is  one  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, and,  in  the  opinion  of  this  board,  no 
decisive  steps  should  be  taken  hurriedly,  or  until 
trials  have  been  made  on  a  sufficient  scale  to 
demonstrate  the  practicability  of  any  particular 
scheme  for  checking  waste.  The  board  have  re- 
cently voted  to  try  an  experiment  with  the  Deacon 
waste  detector,  a  Liverpool  device  for  registering 
continuously  the  actual  consumption  in  any  par- 
ticular district, and  they  have  directed  the  City  En- 
gineer to  purchase  three  of  these  meters ;  but  what- 
ever steps  are  taken  to  secure  a  smaller  consump- 
tion, by  inspection  or  otherwise,  will,  in  the 
judgment  of  this  board,  be  but  temporary  in  its 
character  until  a  meter  system  is  judiciously  ap- 
plied. Respectfully  submitted. 
Boston  Water  Board, 

By  Leonard  R.  Cutter, 

Chairman. 

Sent  up. 

VISITORS  TO  CITY  HOSPITAL  ON     SUNDAYS. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  City  Hospital,  who  were  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  allowing 
patients  at  the  hospital  to  receive  visits  from 
their  relatives  and  friends  on  Sundays,  beg  leave 
to  report,  that  the  present  rules  of  the  hospital 
were  established  with  a  special  view  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  patients,  and  no  good  reason  has  been 
advanced  for  making  the  proposed  change; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  several  reasons 
can  be  given  for  opposing  the  change. 
The  trustees  of  the  hospital  are  certainly 
the  best  judges  of  what  is  for  the  good  of  the 
institution,  and  the  welfare  of  its  inmates,  and 
having  adopted  certain  rules  with  regard  to  vis- 
itation, the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  in- 
expedient for  the  City  Council  to  take  any  action 
in  the  matter.  The  trustees,  being  empowered 
by  statute  to  mate  the  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  hospital,  would  undoubt- 
edly, if  requested,  modify  any  rules  which  con- 
flicted with  the  public  convenience,  provided 
the  change  would  not.  be  injurious  to  the  mstitu 
tion.  For  the  Committee, 

G.  T.  Perkins. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptaice  of  the 
report. 

Mi-.  Folan  of  Ward  13— That  is  a  report  which 
interests  a  good  many  persons  and  probably  a 
good  many  members  of  this  Council.  I  move 
that  the  whole  matter  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Cumncil  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17—1  do  not  see  any  neces- 
sity for  the  assignment.  The  committee  had  a 
full  meeting  and  consulted  the  trustees,  and  it 
was  their  unanimous  opinion  that  no  change 
should  be  made.  The  public  have  six  days  in  the 
week  to  visit  the  hospital,  and  certaiiilv  there 
should  be  one  day  of  rest.  It  is  well  known  that 
this  constant  stream  of  visitors  has  an  injurious 
effect  upon  the  patients,  particularly  those  who 
are  very  ill  or  liave  been  suffering  long.  In  my 
opinion  it  would  be  a  very  bad  regulation,  and  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  done. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  have  seen  no  more 
objection  to  opening  the  hospital  on  Sunday  than 
to  opening  the  Public  Library.  A  great  many 
men  labor  during  the  week,  Sunday  is  their  leis- 
ure day,  and  they  could  see  their  friends  without 
incommoding  themselves.    That  is  one  of  my  rea 
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sons  for  wishing  it  referred  to  the  next  meeting. 
I  cannot  understand  that  anybody  desires  to  vio- 
late the  rules  of  the  trustees. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  hope  this  measure 
will  not  he  laid  over.  We  have  had  very  good 
reasons  from  the  committee  why  it  is  inexpedi- 
ent to  make  such  a  change.  If  any  of  the  pa- 
tients are  dangerously  sick,  there  'is  no  trouble 
about  their  friends  seeing  them.  It  is  only  just 
to  the  patients  that  they  should  be  kept  as  quiet 
as  possible,  and  not  subjected  to  a  crowd  of  vis- 
itors simply  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
friendly  visit.  The  trustees  have  carefully  con- 
sidered this  matter  and  acted  entirely  in 
the  interests  of  the  patients.  I  do  not 
see  why  we  cannot  just  as  well  consider  this  sub- 
ject and  act  upon  it  tonight. 

Mr.  Christal — It  seems  to  be  unfortunate  for  the 
patients  that  they  are  worse  and  sicker  on  Sun- 
days than  any  other  day.  That  is  virtually  the 
remark  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat.  I  think  that  is  a  very  poor  reason  for  not 
having  it  assigned. 

Mr.  Perkins — If  there  are  any  special  reasons 
why  a  friend  should  visit  a  patient,  it  can  easily 
be  done  by  making  application  to  any  member  of 
the  trustees  or  the  committee.  I  have  never 
known  a  case  where  a  proper  request  has  been 
refused.  The  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  clearly  shows  he  knows  nothing  of  the 
working  of  a  hospital,  or  the  requirements  of 
such  an  institution.  There  must  be  some  time 
when  there  shall  be  quiet  and  rest.  If  the  trus- 
tees admit  visitors  during  certain  hours  in 
six  days  of  the  week,  it  seems  to  be 
all  that  should  be  asked.  The  trustees  and  the 
staff  are  doing  all  they  can  to  alleviate  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  sick,  and  this  seems  to  be  a  very 
unfair  and  unjust  request. 

Mr.  Christal — I  do  not  pretend  to  know  what 
the  rules  of  the  hospital  are,  but  I  appear  to  un- 
derstand common  sense,  and  the  gentleman's 
reasons  given  are  that  tney  appear  to  be  sicker 
on  Sundays  than  they  are  the  other  six  days  in 
the  week.  I  speak  on  behalf  of  the  gentlemen 
who  labor  six  days  in  the  week.  I  question  if  any 
of  those  gentlemen  know  where  the  trustees  live 
or  could  get  a  permit  from  them.  I  cannot  see 
anything  more  wrong  in  admitting  them  on  Sun- 
days than  in  admitting  people  to  the  Public  Li 
brary  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  Felan — I  beg  leave  to  differ  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  17  when  he  says  it  is  an  unrea- 
sonable request.  I  think  it  is  reasonable.  If  a 
patient  can  stand  a  test  of  six  days,  I  think  he 
can  stand  it  one  hour  on  Sunday.  The  reason  I 
desire  to  have  it  specially  assigned  is,  this  meas- 
ure was  only  concurred  in  last  Monday.  A  meet- 
ing of  the  committee  was  held  yesterday  after- 
noon, and  some  members  did  not  even  give  it  a 
thought  until  they  went  into  the  committee,  so 
far  as  I  understand.  It  is  not  sufficient  time  to 
consider  such  an  important  matter  as  this.  It  is 
not  what  the  Trustees  say,  but  what  the  people 
say.  The  people  have  to  pay  for  the  maintenance 
of  this  institution.  I  do  not  find  any  fault  with 
the  management  of  the  City  Hospital.  Everybody 
who  goes  there  can  see  it  is  well  managed. 
But  doctors  seem  to  disagree.  At  the 
Marine  Hospital  in  Chelsea  there  are  many  visit- 
ors on  Sunday.  The  Naval  Hospital  is  open  on 
Sunday,  and  I  believe  the  Carney  Hospital  at 
South  Boston  is  open  on  Sunday.  I  think  the 
-physicians  in  these  institutions  are  just  as  solic- 
itous for  the  welfare  of  their  patients  as  the 
staff  of  the  City  Hospital  are.  For  that  reason  I 
think  this  matter  ought  to  be  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock,  so  as  to  give  me 
further  time  to  make  a  better  explanation  of  the 
order  I  have  introduced.  I  do  not  think  it  is  un- 
reasonable at  all.  I  think  there  is  very  good  rea- 
son for  it.  There  are  six  days  allowed  for  visitors 
to  go  in  there.  Why  could  they  not  close  it  up 
one  day  in  the  week  and  allow  visitors  on  Sunday? 
The.i  the  patients  would  not  suffer  any  more  by 
it.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the  motion  to  special- 
ly assign  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23 — I  hope  the  motion  to  spe 
cially  assign  will  prevail.  It  is  due  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  13,  who  introduced  the  original 
motion  for  the  committee  to  investigate  and  re- 
port. They  have  made  their  report  and  he  is  not 
ready  to  be  heard  upon  the  matter  and  asks  that 
it  go  over  tor  a  week.  It  is  due  that  it  should  go 
over  in  accordance  with  his  request,  he  being  the 
mover  of  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  see  no  objection  to  its 
going  over  until  the   next  meeting,    and    concur 


entirely  with  the  remarks  or  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  23.  It  did  strike  me  that  either  the  com- 
mittee or  the  trustees  might  answer  whether  it  is 
practically  so  now,  that  those  employed  during 
the  rest  of  the  week  can  or  are  allowed  to  visit 
their  friends  at  the  hospital  on  Sunday,  if  there  is 
occasion  for  it,  and  that  they  practically  have 
that  privilege  now. 

The  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8.30  P.  M. 

THE  PROPOSED  ENLARGEMENT   OF  THE  CITY   HOS- 
PITAL. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  City  Hospital,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  portion  of  the  trustees'  annual  re- 
port that  relates  to  securing  additional  land  for 
the  hospital,  would  respectfully  report  as  fol- 
lows: The  Trustees,  in  their  report,  suggest 
that  the  land  adjoining  the  hospital,  be- 
tween East  Springfield  street  and  East  Chester 
park,  be  secured  at  the  present  time,  as  it  will 
soon  be  needed  for  the  further  extension  of  the 
hospital.  A  portion  of  the  tract  of  laud  referred 
to  is  already  the  property  of  the  city,  under  the 
control  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
the  committee  recommend  its  transfer  to  the 
trustees;  the  required  order  being  presented  here- 
with. For  the  Committee, 

G.  T.  Perkins. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
transfer  to  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  the 
land  of  the  city  in  their  charge  lying  in  the  terri- 
tory bounded  by  Harrison  avenue,  Albany  street, 
East  Chester  park  and  East  Springfield"  street; 
said  tract  of  land  containing  56,000  square  feet, 
more  or  less,  and  being  shown  on  a  plan  of  the 
City  Surveyor  dated  June  1,  1878. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Bailey — What  is  to  be  gained  by  transfer- 
ring this  land  to  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital? 

Mr.  Perkins— It  is  well  known  that  additional 
accommodations  will  be  required  for  the  hos- 
pital. This  land  is  not  used  and  they  thought  it 
would  be  a  good  time  to  have  it  transferred. 
Previously  they  had  some  land  on  Albany  street 
that  backs  up  on  to  the  Roxbury  Canal,  but  that 
was  transferred  to  the  city,  which  now  leases  it 
to  various  parties  and  is  receiving  rent  from  it. 

Mr.  Bailey— If  the  land  is  needed  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  hospital,  as  I  understand  the  practice, 
the  city  will  put  the  building  upon  it  and  trans- 
fer it  to  the  care  of  the  Trustees.  I  do  not  object 
to  the  transfer,  but  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  be 
put  into  the  control  of  a  corporation,  when  it 
might  be  required  for  some  other  purpose. 

Mr.  Perkins -This  land  is  of  no  great  value. 
The  city  is  selling  off  its  public  lands  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  If  this  land  should  be  sold,  more  will 
have  to  be  purchased  for  the  City  Hospital.  They 
asked  for  this  land  to  save  the' city  the  expense 
of  a  future  purchase. 

Mr.  Christal  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands.     Lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  that  Mr.  Bailey's  ob- 
jection could  be  met  by  an  amendment,  and  per- 
haps it  would  be  well  to  recommit  it  to  the  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Bailey  said  it  was  exactly  the  same  case  as 
if  the  city  were  to  transfer  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  the  land  on  the  Back  Bay  donated 
by  the  Commonwealth,  upon  which  the  city  has 
got  to  put  a  building. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  21  the  sub- 
ject was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
at  8.15  P.M. 

PAY  OF     LABORERS  FOR   THANKSGIVING. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  3  offered  an  order — That 
the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  several 
city  laborers  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  24,1880,  the  day 
preceding  Thanksgiving  Day,  instead  of  on  the 
regular  pay  day. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  asked  for  some  reason 
for  offering  the  order  and  where  it  came  from. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  said  the  reason  was  it  was 
believed  that  the  laboring  men  should  have  the 
good  Thanksgiving  Dinner,  and  the  best  way  to 
do  that  is  to  let  him  have  his  money.  That  is  a 
very  good  reason,  and  he  was  glad  the  order  had 
been  offered. 

Mr.  Swift  saw  no  objection  to  the  order,  and 
asked  what  pay  day  was  meant. 

Mr.  Walsh  said  the  men  were  to  be  paid  on 
the  24th. 
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Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19  said  he  had  prepared 
a  similar  order  at  the  request  of  one  of  the  fore- 
men in  the  Sewer  Department,  who  said  the  inen 
desired  such  an  order  passed. 

Mr.  Swift  thought  it  was  defective  in  form. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  said  the  payrolls  were  made  up  to 
the  20th  of  each  month. 

The  order  was  passed.  Subsequently  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  KEXT  MEETING. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on 
Friday  evening,  Nov.  26,  at  7.30  o'clock.     Passed. 

PROPOSED  WIDENING   OF  EASTERN  AVENUE. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1  offered  a  l  order— That 
the  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  on  the  expediency 
of  widening-  Eastern  avenue  for  the  purpose  of 
accommodating  the  travel  over  the  South  Ferry. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

REPORTS  CALLED  FOR. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11  gave  notice  that  at  the 
next  meeting  he  should  call  for  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Parks  on  the  report  in  relation  to 
the  Arnold  Arboretum. 

Mr.  Wheeler  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  for 
a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the 
order  of  March  11  relating  to  covers  for  ash  wag- 


ons, staling  that  eminent  and  highly  respected 
citizens  had  called  his  attention  to  it,  and  had  ex- 
perienced more  or  less  inconvenience.  Mr.  Pray 
of  Ward  5  said  the  committee  reported  on  that 
subject  several  months  ago. 

Mr.  Donahoe  of  Ward  13  gave  notice  that  at  the 
next  meeting  he  should  call  for  a  report  on  the 
D-street  extension. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  gave  notice  that  two  weeks 
from  tonight  he  should  call  for  a  report  from  the 
Special  Committee  on  the  Care  of  Water  Hy- 
drants. 

FREE  soup.    • 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24  offered  an  order— That 
soup  be  provided  for  the  worthy  poor  of  Boston 
during  the  present  winter,  and  that  the  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners  be  and  they  hereby  are  re- 
quested to  make  arrangements  in  the  several  po- 
lice station-houses  for  the  distribution  thereof  ; 
the  expense  attending  the  same,  not  exceeding- 
the  sum  of  33000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Incidentals.  Referred  to  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  the  Treatment  of  the  Poor.  Sent 
up. 

ADDITIONAL    INSPECTORS    OF    BUILDINGS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  the 
order  to  provide  for  two  additional  Inspectors  of 
Buildings  was  taken  from  the  table  and  referred 
to  the  next  City  G-overnment. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of 
Ward  9. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
NOVEMBER    93,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  ChairmaD,  presiding;. 

EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 

Public  Weigher — William  H.  Smith.  Confirmed. 

NEGLECTED     CHILDREN. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  Nov.  22, 1880. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— I  have  been 
informed  that  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the  ordi- 
nance touching  neglected  children,  passed  May 
23, 1873,  so  that  they  cannot  legally  be  sentenced 
to  Deer  Island,  as  provided  for  in  such  ordinance; 
and  also  that  other  defects  exist  therein  which 
require  amendment.  I  bring  the  subject  to  your 
attention  for  such  action  as  may  be  found  proper. 
Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Sent  down. 

petitions   referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  George  H.  Tink- 
ham,  Executor,  for  a  lamp  in  Hoiden  court,  off 
Commercial  street;  Charles  B.  Pevear  et  at.,  for 
street  lamps  on  Pevear  place,  Ward  21. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Trus- 
tees of  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  that 
a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  the  city  and  adjoin- 
ing their  estate  be  granted  to  them  for  hospital 
purposes. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  J.  R.  Downing  j  to  extend  a 
wonden  building  on  Keudnck  street,  rear  of  Lake 
street,  Ward  25;  Jacob  W.  Berry,  to  erect  a  wood- 
en building  on  Cambridge  street,  rear  of  .Everett 
street.  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
place  two  lampposts  in  sidewalk  opposite  their 
station  on  Federal  street;  James  W.  Hannum  et 
at.,  for  edgestooes  on  both  sides  of  Walnut  street, 
near  Neponset  avenue,  Ward  24;  Henry  Kelley, 
for  sidewalk  1141  Harrison  avenue,  10  Taberstreet 
and  23  Palmer  street;  S.  P.  Dexter  et  al.,  for  a 
crossing  on  Columbia  street,  Ward  24,  at  its  junc- 
tion with  Bellevue  and  Glenfiale  streets;  James 
MeMahon,  for  a  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  517 
Eighth  street;  James  Barron  and  others,  former- 
ly laborers  in  this  city,  for  a  division  of  labor;  W. 
F  Robinson  &  Co.,  et  al.,  that  South  Alarket 
street,  east  of  Commercial  street,  be  renumbered: 
Ham  &  Carter,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Northampton  street,  near  Albany  street,  to  728 
Albany  street,  Ward  18. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Hoard.  Petitions  tor  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as 
follows:  Benjamin  Anthony,  new  wooden,  one 
horse,  164  Ruggles  street;  T.  B.  Morris,  new  brick, 
twenty-five  horses,  Rutherford  avenue,  Ward  4, 
near  Lin<  oln  street;  John  H.  Dix,  new  brick,  two 
horses,  rear  347  Beacon  street,  Ward  11;  J.  R. 
Downing,  old  wooden,  ten  additional  horses,  Ken- 
drick  street,  Ward  25;  Henry  N.  Sawyer,  new 
wooden,  four  horses,  on  Thornley  street,  corneroi 
Pleasant  street,  Ward  24. 

Tothe  Joint Committeeon Claims.  Bridget Veale, 
to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  received 
on  Nov.  1  at  the  corner  of  Treroont  and  Bark 
streets,  at  the  Common  gate;  Marshall  Dickson, 
to  be  compensated  for  injuries  received  by  him- 
self and  vehicle,  in  consequence  of  an  alleged  de- 
fect at  the  corner  of  Leverett  and  Brighton 
streets,  on  Oct.  20,  1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  St.  Thomas 
Church,  Ward  23,  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  a  sewer  in  Woodman  street;  Elizabeth  A. 
Price,  administratrix,  for  a  sewer  in  High  street, 
Charlestown. 

elevated  railroads. 

The  following  was  received: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners,  ] 
Boston,  Nov.  22,  1880. 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ot  the  Cry  of  Boston 
—In  the  matter  of  the  petitions  of  the  directors 
of  the  associations  for  the  formation  of  railroad 
corporations  to  construct  elevated  railroads  in 
Boston,  Cambridge  and  Brookline,  a  further  hear- 
ing will  be  had  at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Rail- 
road Commissioners,  No.  7  Pemberton  square,  on 


Tuesday,  Nov.  30,  at  twelve  o'clock  noon.  The 
petitioners  now  ask  for  routes  in  accordance 
with  the  views  expressed  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board  of  Oct.  27,  1880. 

Per  order  of  the  Board, 

Wm.  A.  Crafts,  Clerk. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

the  woodward  defalcation. 

Under  unfinished  business,the  Board  considered 
the  order  requiring  C.  H.  Dennie,  City  Treasurer, 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  existing  in  his  ac- 
counts, the  question  being  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Flynn— Before  the  Board  adjourns  I 
intend  to  move  that  when  we  adjourn  it  be  to 
meet  on  Wednesday  next  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  so 
that  we  can  have  a  full  Board  when  this  matter  is 
acted  upon. 

Alderman  Whitten— For  what  reason  is  this  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table? 

Alderman  Flynn— For  the  reason  that  I  suppose 
it  will  cause  considerable  debate,  and  there  ought 
to  be  a  full  Board  u hen  it  is  acted  upon.  Alder- 
man Woolley  is  absent,  and  I  hope  we  will  have  a 
full  Board  when  we  act  upon  it. 

Alderman  Whitten— Do  I  understand  that  Al- 
derman Woolley  wishes  to  speak  upon  this  order  ? 

Alderman  Flynn— I  understand  he  does. 

Alderman  Whitten — Then  I  have  no  objection 
to  its  going  over. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Deficit  in  the  Sinking  Funds. 

Later  in  the  session,  Alderman  Tucker  present- 
ed the  following: 

In  the  Board  of  Commissioners  ) 
on  the  Sinking  Funds, 

Monday,  Nov.  22,  1880.     ) 

Tothe  Honorable  City  Council— The  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  the.  Sinking  Funds  would  rep- 
resent that  upon  receiving  information  that  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  $182,000  in  the  Sinking  Funds 
under  the  control  of  this  Board,  caused  by  the 
transfer  to  the  City  Treasury  of  said  amount,  the 
Commissioners  demanded  of  the  City  Treasurer 
the  return  of  the  moneys  so  taken.  He  declines 
to  comply  with  the  demand,  and  the  Board  deem 
it  their  duty  to  report  the  fact  to  the  City  Council 
for  such  action  as  it  may  deem  proper. 

Respectfully  submitted,  for  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners on  the  Sinking  Funds, 

Alfred  T.  Turner, 

.  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker,  the  communi- 
cation was  referred  to   the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department.    Sent  down. 
Pay  of  the.  Expert. 

Later  in  the  session  Alderman  Whitten  offered 
an  order,  That  there  be  allowed  for  payment  by 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  the  bill  of  R  Stuart 
Chase,  amounting  to  $535,  for  services  for  exam- 
ining the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer's  Depart- 
ment, and  for  expenses  during  examination,  the 
same  having  been  approved  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department,  said  amount  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Fund  Joint  Committees.    Passed.    Sentdown. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions,  etc.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  the  Police  Commissioners  for  Sep- 
tember and  October,  1880.    Placed  on  tile. 

Order  providing  that  the  laborers  for  the  city 
be  paid  on  Nov.  24,  instead  of  the  regular  pay-day. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

An  ordinance  concerning  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  with  proposed  amend- 
ments, by  which  the  duties  of  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  are  transferred  to  said  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  came  up,  recommitted  to 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters.    Concurred. 

Order  proposing  the  appointment  of  two  addi- 
tional Inspectors  in  the  Department  for  the  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Referred  to 
next  City  Council,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  provide  "tree  soup"  this  winter  for  the 
relief  of  the  "worthy  poor  of  Boston."  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Treatment  of  Poor,  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ferries  to  report  on 
expediency  of  widening  Eastern  avenue  at  South 
Ferry.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  repeal 
of  the  provisions  of  the  city  charter  respecting 
general  meetings  of  voters  distinct  from  meetings 
in  wards  or  precincts.  Alderman  Tucker  said  he 
did  nor  understand  this  matter,  and  was  not  yet 
prepared  to  concur  with  the  Council.  On  his  mo- 
tion the  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
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The  Waste  of  Water. 

A  communication  from  the  Water  Board  stating 
that  in  their  opinion  a  judicious  use  of  meters  is 
necessary  to  prevent  unnecessary  waste  of  water, 
and  statiDg  that  an  experiment  had  been  ordered 
with  the  Deacon  instrument,  came  up  to  be  placed 
on  file.    The  Board  concurred. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Flynn  said  he  did  not 
quite  understand  the  matter,  and  requested  an 
explanation  from  the  Committee  on  Water  as  to 
the  amount  involved. 

Alderman  Tucker  understood  the  experiment 
was  to  be  made  in  Charlestown  and  would  cost 
about  §5000,  but  he  was  not  familiar  enough  with 
the  facts  to  give  them  in  detail. 

Alderman  Flynn  thought  the  matter  should  be 
fully  understood,  and  suggested  that  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Thorndike,  the  vote 
placing  the  communication  on  file  was  reconsid- 
ered, and  the  communication  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Water.    Sent  down. 

ADDITIONAL    APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  on  requests  for  additional  ap- 
propriations, as  follows: 

Celebration  of  250th  Anniversary. 

Report  and  order— That  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer 
from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
250th  Anniversary  the  sum  of  $3000.  Passed— yeas 
11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Election  Expenses. 

Report  and  order— That,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  allowed  for  the  payment  of  the  Assistant 
Registrars  of  Voters  and  clerks  in  said  depart- 
ment, per  salary  order  No.  2,  section  9,  approved 
March  23j  1880,  a  further  sum  of  $2000  is  author- 
ized to  be  paid  for  that  purpose,  said  amount  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Registration 
of  Voters.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

SOUTH  END   BRANCH     LIBRARY. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Library  on  the  subject  of  purchasing  a  site  for 
the  South  End  Branch  Library,  would  respectful- 
ly report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  purchase  the 
same.  They  would,  however,  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  orders  placing  the 
South  End  Branch  Library  In  the  English  "High 
and  Latin  School  buildings. 

For  the  committee. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  basement  of  the  southerly 
section  of  the  English  High  and  Latin  School 
buildings  on  Montgomery  street  be  reserved  for 
the  use  of  a  branch  library,  and  that  the  portion  of 
said  building  so  reserved'be  fitted  up  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  for  the  occupation  of 
the  South  End  Branch  Library,  in  a  manner  satis- 
factory to  the  Trustees  of  thePublic  Library,  at  a 
cost  of  $5500. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transferf rom  the  reserved 
fund  the  sum  of  $5500,  to  constitute  a  special  ap- 
propriation for  that  purpose. 

The  orders  went  over  under  the  rule. 

SOCIAL    LAW    LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Social  Law  Library  for  the  usual  appropriation  to 
be  allowed  them  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of 
said  library  for  the  current  year,  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library,  under  the 
provisions  of  Sect.  10,  chap.  13,  of  the  General 
Statutes,  and  chap.  25  of  the  Acts  of  1863,  the 
sum  of  $1000;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Order  passed. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  J. 
H.  Hathorne,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  done 
to  one  of  his  coaches  by  a  defect  in  the  highway. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Walbridge  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Bridges: 


Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  B.  H. 
Archer  the  sum  of  $333.33,  the  same  being  in  full 
for  services  as  superintendent  of  the  north  draw 
of  Chelsea  Bridge  from  June  1,  1880,  to  Oct.  1, 
1880. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Jo- 
seph Jones  the  sum  of  $200.06,  the  same  being  in 
full  for  services  as  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  uorth  draw  of  Chelsea  Bridge,  from  June  1. 
1880,  to  Oct.  1,  1880. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  laying  out  streets  as  follows:  J. 
H.,  Sumner  A.  and  George  L.  Burt,  $1350,  widen- 
ing of  Norfolk  street,  at  Blue  Bill  avenue;  Wil- 
liam McLaughlin,  $1100,  widening  of  River  street, 
at  Dorchester.    Severally  passed. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Report  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds  be  authorized  to  remove  a  tree  from 
estate  of  J.  H.  Murray,  Dorchestergavenue.  Ac- 
cepted. 

WARRANTS  FOR  THE  CITY  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  the  meet- 
ings of  the  legal  voters  of  this  city  at  the  several 
polling  places  within  the  voting  precincts  of  the 
wards  within  which  they  respectively  reside,  on 
Tuesday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  December  next, 
being  the  Tuesday  after  the  second  Monday  in 
said  month,  at  I1/.,  o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and  there 
to  give  in  their  votes  for  one  able  and  discreet 
person  to  be  Mayor  of  this  city  for  the  year  en- 
suing; also,  for  twelve  Aldermen  to  serve  for  the 
year  ensuing;  also,  for  eight  members  of  the 
School  Committee  to  serve  for  three  years;  and 
for  three  other  members  of  the  said  School  Com- 
mittee, to  fill  the  following  vavancies,  viz. :  Two 
members  to  serve  for  one  year  in  the  places  of 
John  J.  Hayes,  resigned,  and  of  Thomas  M. 
Brewer,  deceased;  and  one  member  to  serve  two 
years  in  the  place  of  Henry  W.  Haynes,  resigned: 
also,  for  one  able  and  discreet  person  to  serve  as 
a  Street  Commissioner  for  three  years;  all  the 
foregoing  to  be  inhabitants  of  this  city.  Also, 
for  three  able  and  discreet  persons,  qualified 
voters  and  inhabitants  of  each  ward  (except 
Ward  22,  which  shall  elect  two  members,  and 
Ward  25,  which  shall  elect  one  member)  to  be 
members  of  the  Common  Council  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Also,  to  direct  the  legal  voters  of  each  pre~- 
cinct  to  give  in  at  the  same  time  their  votes  for 
one  warden  and  one  clerk  of  said  precinct  for  the 
next  municipal  year.  All  the  foregoing  to  be 
voted  for  on  one  ballot. 

Also  to  notify  all  other  persons  residing  in  the 
several  wards,  who  are  qualified  for  that  purpose, 
to  assemble  at  the  same  time  and  places,  to  give 
in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  for  eight  members  of 
the  School  Committee  to  serve  for  three  years, 
and  for  three  members  to  fill  the  vacancies  afore- 
said. The  pells  to  be  kept  open  until  four  o'clock 
P.   M. 

Ort'ered,  That  notice  be  given,  pursuant  to  law, 
that  the  registration  of  voters  for  this  election 
will  close  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  30,  at  ten  o'clock  P. 
M.,  after  which  time  no  name  shall  be  added  to 
the  voting  lists  except  as  provided  by  section  10, 
chapter  376,  of  the  acts  of  1874,  as  amended  by 
chapter  233  of  the  acts  of  1878. 

Passed. 

THE  NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following: 
The  special  committee  to  whom  was  recommit- 
ted the  report  in  favor  of  taking  laud  on  the 
westerly  sine  of  I'emberton  square  for  a  Court 
House  site,  with  instructions  to  hear  any  persons 
interested  in  the  subject,  or  those  who  have  othn 
suitable  lots  of  land  for  sale,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

Your  committee  gave  three  hearings,  at  which 
the  fullest  opportunity  was  given  for  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  upon'  the  subject.  No  locations 
were  suggested  which  had  not  already  been  con- 
sidered by  the  committee,  and  the  time  was  most- 
ly occupied  in  discussing  the  merits  of  the  sev- 
eral sites  that  were  mentioned  in  their  first  re- 
port, particularly  the  Pemberton-square  and 
reservoir  lots. 
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In  their  first  report  your  committee  briefly 
gave  their  reasons  for  recommending  the  loca- 
tion on  the  westerly  side  of  Pemberton  square, 
and  further  investigation  has  served  to  confirm 
them  in  the  opinion  that  the  Court  House  should 
be  located  there. 

Much  has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  reservoir 
lot,  and  several  persons  appeared  at  the  hearings 
to  advocate  the  selection  of  that  site.  It  was  held 
that  the  cost  of  the  improvement  would  be  much 
lessened  from  the  tact  that  the  city  owns  the  lar- 
gest part  of  the  site,  and  great  stress  was  laid  up- 
on the  saving  which  would  be  effected  by  using 
the  stone  of  the  reservoir  in  constructing  the 
Court  House.  The  objection  to  the  location  on 
account  of  its  distance  from  the  business  centre 
of  the  city  was  met  by  a  proposition  to  extend 
Court  street  to  Derne  street,  thus  providing  a  di- 
rect avenue  to  the  spot.  Most  of  the  statements, 
however,  when  examined  by  the  light  of  practi- 
cal experience,  were  found  to  be  entirelv  base- 
less. 

In  consequence  of  the  statements  which  were 
made  as  to  the  cost  of  the  several  sites,  the  com- 
mittee of  the  bar  association  procured  estimates 
and  submitted  them  to  your  committee.  These 
estimates,  which  were  made  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  J. 
Bradlee,  give  the  cost  of  a  Court  House  in  each  of 
the  locations  that  have  been  considered.  Mr. 
Bradlee  estimates  that  a  Court  House  on 
the  westerly  side  of  Pemberton  square  will 
cost,  for  land  and  building,  $1,135,260;  and  on  the 
reservoir  lot,  §1,016,160.  These  figures,  made  by 
an  expert  of  unquestioned  ability,  independent 
of  the  committee  or  any  person  connected  with 
the  city,  must  effectually  dispose  of  the  extrava- 
gant statements  that  ha.ve  been  made  to  preju- 
dice the  puolic  mind  in  favor  of  the  reservoir  lot 
on  the  score  of  economy.  The  difference  in  cost 
between  the  two  locations  is  shown  to  be  compar- 
atively trifling;  certainly  not  sufficient  to  warrant 
the  removal  of  the  courts  to  a  point  so  lar  dis- 
tant, at  the  risk  of  greatly  depreciating  real  es- 
tate in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  Court  House, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of 
the  membeis  of  the  bar. 

Your  committee  have  also  carefully  considered 
a  plan  for  erecting  a  building  upon  the  pres- 
ent Court  House  site,  and  the  estates  on 
the  opposite  corners  of  Court  square  and  Court 
street,  by  constructing  arches  over  Court  square. 
This  scheme  was  deemed  impracticable  on  ac- 
count of  the  cost.  The  committee  are  informed 
that  arches  cannot  be  built  over  Court  square  un- 
less that,  thoroughfare  is  discontinued  as  a  public 
highway.  If  this  were  done  the  city  would  be 
liable  for  damages  to  the  abutters,  the  amount  of 
which  would  undoubtedly  be  very  large,  and  this, 
together  with  the  cost  ot  the  Court-street  estates, 
estimated  at  $400,000,  would  make  the  total  cost 
exceed  that  of  either  of  the  other  locations. 

Your  committee  have  carefully  weighed  all  the 
arguments  for  and  against  the  several  locations, 
and  have  diligently  sought  to  arrive  at  the  right 
solution  of  this  important  question.  The  result 
is  that  they  are  convinced  that  the  site  on  the 
westerly  side  ot  Pemberton  square  is  the  only  one 
which  combines  all  the  essential  conditions  of 
space,  light,  air  and  quiet,  with  the  least  expense, 
and  without  disturbing  existing-  property  rela- 
tions. In  this  beliet  they  are  supported  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  the  Suffolk  Bar,  and  by  a 
large  number  of  persons  whose  experience  ren- 
ders their  opinions  of  value. 

£;Your  committee,  therefore,  unanimously  renew 
the  recommendation  that  the  Pemberton-square 
site  be  taken,  and  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  it  being  a 
new  draft  of  the  one  which  was  recommitted. 

James  J.  Flynn. 

Lucius  Slade. 

C.  H.  B.  Breck. 

Asa  H.  Catok. 

Frederick  G.  Walbridge. 
Whereas,  By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  approved  the 
32d  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1880,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  taking  of  land  and  the  erection 
thereon  of  a  Court  House  for  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk"; it  is  provided  among  other  things,  as  fol- 
lows, viz.— 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  acting  as  County  Commissioners  for 
the  County  of  Suffolk,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  take  and  hold,  by  purchase  or 
otherwise,  so  much  land  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  Court 
House  by  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  use  of  the 


courts  of  the  Commonwealth  within  and  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  and  other  purposes  incidental 
thereto,  and  for  a  Court-house  yard  lortthe  same, 
and  they  may  appropriate  and  use  therefor  any 
land  now  owned  by  the  city. 

Sect.  2.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  shall,  within 
thirty  clays  from  the  time  when  they  shall  take 
any  parcel  or  parcels  of  land  under  this  act,  file 
in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  Deeds  for  said 
county,  and  cause  to  be  recorded,  a  description 
of  the  land  so  taken  as  certain  as  is  required  in  a 
common  conveyance  of  land,  with  a  statement  of 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  taken,  which  descrip- 
tion and  statement  shall  be  signed  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  city;  and  the  city  of  Boston  shall  be  liable 
to  pay  all  damages  that  shall  be  sustained  by  any 
person  or  persons  by  reason  of  the  taking  such  land 
as  aforesaid,  such  damages  to  be  ascertained  and 
determined  in  the  manner  provided  for  ascer- 
taining and  determining  damages  in  case  of  the 
laying  out,  altering,  or  discontinuing  of  ways 
within  the  city  of  Boston. 

Now,  therefore,  know  all  men  by  these  presents, 
That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  said  city  of 
Boston,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in 
said  act  given,  and  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
thereof,  has  taken,  and  by  these  presents  does 
take,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  Court 
House  by  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  use  of  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  and  for  a  Court-house  yard  for 
the  same,  the  following  described  parcels  of  land, 
with  all  the  buildings  and  fixtures  thereon,  situ- 
ated in  the  said  city  of  Boston,  viz.: 

[The  order  here  gives  a  full  description  of  the 
land  to  be  taken.] 

The  said  parcels  of  land  are  shown  on  a  plan 
made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Surveyor,  dated 
May  6,  1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  said 
City  Surveyor. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  city  of 
Boston,  its  successors  and  assigns,  to  its  and 
their  sole  use  and  behoof  forever,  agreeably  to 
the  provisions  of  the  said  act. 

Alderman  Flynn — As  this  matter  will  probably 
create  some  discussion,  I  move  that  it  be  special- 
ly assigned  to  Wednesday  afternoon  next  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  merely  desire  to  give  no- 
tice now  that  I  will  offer  the  following  order  as  a 
substitute  for  the  one  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee: 

Ordered,  That  the  Special  Committee  on  New 
Court  House  be  directed  to  report  the  necessary 
orders  for  taking  the  estates  on  Mt.  Vernon 
street,  between  Hancock  and  Temple  streets,  and 
also  the  reservoir  lot,  on  Temple,  Hancock  and 
Derne  streets,  as  a  site  for  a  Court  House,  under 
authority  of  chapter  128  of  the  acts  of  1880. 

I  move  that  this  also  go  over  until  the  matter 
comes  up  at  our  next  meeting. 

The  whole  subject  was  assigned  to  Wednesday 
next  at  4  P.  M. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

BILLS  ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  he  and  he  is  authorized  to 
allow  and  pay  to  Messrs.  S.  &  H.  Ames  the  sum 
of  $20.42,  on  account  of  schoolhouses,  public 
building's;  and  the  sum  of  $8.78,  on  account  of 
registration  of  voters  and  election  expenses. 

Alderman  Slade  explained  that  Mr.  Ames  is  an 
Assessor  in  the  employ  of  the  city,  and  the  bill 
could  not  be  paid  until  an  order  had  been  passed. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

H.  1'.   KIDDER'S  GIFT  TO  TB.E    OTTY. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  communication  from  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  relative  to  the  gift  of  Henry  P.Kidder, 
Esq.,  for  the  new  English  High  School  and  I-itin 
School  buildings,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing. For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  convey  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  to 
Henry  P.  Kidder,  Esquire,  for  his  very  valuable 
gift  of  a  marble  group  to  the  city  of  Boston,  to  be 
placed  in  the  new  English  High  and  Latin  School 
buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Architect  be  directed 
to  cause  a  suitable  inscription  to  be  placed  on 
the  pedestal,  recognizing  the  generosity  of  the 
donor,  and  that  Vie  in  connection  with  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  select  an  appropriate 
position  for  said  statues  within  the  English  High 
and  Latin  School  buildings. 
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Passed.    Sent  clown. 


IMPROVED    SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage,  of  leave 
to  -withdraw  on  petition  of  Robert  Smith,  to  be 
compensated  for  damage  to  his  business  on  ac- 
count of  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Hamp- 
shire street.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PAYING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mutual  Union  Telegraph 
Company  be  authorized  and  directed  to  move 
nolo  No.  1,  on  Lincoln  street,  near  the  corner  of 
Summer  street,  to  a  point  fourteen  feet  southerly 
from  its  present  position;  also  to  move  p,ole  No.  4, 
on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  near  Huckjns  avenue,  to  a 
point  fifty-three  feet  northerl  from  its  present 
position. 

Passed. 

Report,  that  John  Quirk  have  leave  to  move  a 
-wooden  building  from  208  Centre  street,  to  Cen- 
tre, near  Highland  street,  Ward  21.     Accepted. 
Bell  Telephone  Company. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
American  Bell  Telephone  Company  to  erect  poles 
in  the  streets  of  the  city  as  follows,  viz. :  One 
pole  on  Dover  street  between  Albany  street  and 
the  Dover-street  Bridge;  three  poles  on  the 
Dover-street  Bridge;  four  poles  on  West  Fourth 
street  between  the  Dover-street  Bridge  and 
Foundry  street;  eight  poles  on  Foundry  street 
between  West  Fourth  street  aud  Dorchester  av- 
enue; one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  poles  on 
Dorchester  avenue  between  Foundry  street  and 
Adams  street  at  Milton  Lower  Mills;  ten  poles  on 
Adams  street  between  Dorchester  avenue  at 
Field's  Corner  and  Neponset  avenue;  forty-five 
poles  on  Neponset  avenue  between  Adams  street 
and  Neponset  Bridge;  one  pole  on  Neponset 
Bridge;  seventeen  poles  on  Walnut  street  be- 
tween Neponset  avenue  and  Ericsson  street;  four 
poles  on  Washington  street  between  Adams 
street  aud  Miltonline;  five  poles  on  Richmond 
street  between  Dorchester  avenue  and  Washing- 
ton street,  said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said  streets 
in  the  positions  designated  by  red  dots  on  plans 
drawn  by  Clarence  A.  Perkins,  surveyor,  dated 
Nov.  18,  1880,  and  deposit,  d  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  said 
American  Bell  Telephone  Company  shall  first 
give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  saving 
harmless  said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for 
damages,  costs  and  expenses,  for,  or  on  account 
of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  erecting  or 
maintaining  of  said  poles  in  said  streets.  Also 
upon  condition  that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on 
said  poles  not  less  than  twenty-five  feet  from  the 
ground,  and  that  said  poles  shall  be  kept  well 
painted  and  in  good  condition  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  street,  and  that  the 
name  of  said  company  shall  be  distinctly  painted 
on  the  crossbars  used  and  occupied  by  said  com- 
pany on  said  poles.  Also  upon  condition  that 
said  company  shall  allow  the  Fire  Department  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  top  crossbar  and  upper  por- 
tion of  each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires 
thereon.  Also  upon  eonditition  that  said  c  m- 
pany  shall  agree  not  to  remove  the  poles  located 
by  this  order  without  permissien  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  shall  agree  to  remove  said  poles 
when  so  directed  by  said  Board. 

Alderman  Flyun  thought  there  should  be 
another  condition,  requiring  them  to  remove  the 
present  Police  and  Fire  Department  poles. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company. 

Ordered— That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  erect  tele- 
phone poles  in  the  Dorchester  District,  as  fol- 
lows, viz.:  Four  poles  on  Quincy  street, 
between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Howard 
avenue;  one  pole  on  Allston  street,  near  Cen- 
tre street,  and  four  poles  on  Centre  street, 
betweeu  Allston  and  Washington  streets;  said 
poles  to  be  placed  on  said  streets  in  the  positions 
designated  by  red  dots  on  plans  drawn  by  Arthur 
Hodges,  Civil  Engineer,  dated  Oct.  30,  1880,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition 
that  said  company  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an 
agreement  in  writing  saving  "harmless  said  "city 
against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or 
expenses,  for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of,  the  erecting  or  maintaining  of 


said  poles  on  said  streets.  Also  upon  condition 
that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not 
less  than  twenty  five  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
that  said  poles  shall  be  kept  well  painted  and  in 
good  condition,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  and  that  the  name  of  said 
company  shall  be  distinctly  painted  on  said  poles. 
Also,  that  said  company  shall  allow  the  Fire  De- 
partment of  this  city  the  exclusive  use  of  the  top 
cross-bar  and  upper  portion  of  each  pole  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  wires  thereon.  Also  that  said 
company  shall  agree  not  to  remove  said  poles 
without  permission  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  shall  agree  to  remove  the  same  when  so  or- 
dered by  said  Board. 

Passed. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  construct  a  turnout  on 
Hancock  street.  Dorchester  District,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying- 
order. 

For  the  committee. 

Lucius  Slade.  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  a  turnout  track  on  Hancock 
street,  between  Payson  avenue  and  Glendale 
street,  Dorchester  District,  as  shown  by  red  lines 
on  a  plan  drawn  by  Arthur  Hodges,  civil  engi- 
neer, dated  Nov.  15, 1880,  and  deposited  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  track  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  said  track  and  the  form  of  rail  used 
shall  lie  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Paving-  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by 
them;  also  upon  condition  that  the  space  occu- 
pied by  said  turnout  track  and  the  space  between 
said  turnout  track  and  the  main  track  shall  be 
paved  with  small  granite  blocks,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets;  also  upon 
condition  that  the  said  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location,  and 
shall  agree,  in  writing,  to  eomply  with  the  condi- 
tions therein  contained,  and  shall  file  said  accept- 
ance and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  within 
thirty  days  of  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der; otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Order  passed. 

THE  PROPOSED  NEW  FERRY  LANDING. 

Alderman  Thorndike  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
General  Court  at  its  next  session  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston  to  take 
and  hold,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  so  much  of 
the  land,  flats,  docks  and  wharves  lying  easterly 
of  Atlantic  avenue,  and  between  Commercial 
wharf  and  the  southerly  line  of  Rowe's  wharf,  as 
it  may  deem  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  a  land- 
ing for  the  East  Boston  ferry  boats. 

Alderman  Thorndike  moved  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Viles  hoped  it  would  not  be  pressed 
tonight,  while  the  subject  of  a  new  ferry  landing- 
was  under  consideration. 

Alderman  Thorndike  withdrew  the  motion,  and 
the  order  went  over. 

THE  HIGH  SERVICE. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  ) 
Nov.  20,  1880.     J 

To  the  City  Council— In  the  opinion  of  the  Water 
Board,  as  recorded  in  their  last  annual  report,  the 
public  necessity  of  this  city  demands  an  increase 
in  the  capacity  of  the  high-service  system,  and  to 
that  end  the  early  construction  of  'one  or  more 
reservoirs  and  other  works  in  connection  with 
the  rest  of  the  city  water  supply. 

As  the  city  has  no  power  to  take  the  real  estate 
needed  for  that  purpose  in  this  city  or  in  any  ad- 
joining city  or  town,  this  board  respectfully  rec- 
ommend that  application  be  made  to  the  Legis- 
lature at  its  next  session  for  the  required  au- 
thority. Boston  Water  Board. 

By  Leonard  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Water.    Sent  down. 

STABLES  AND  CELLARS. 

Alderman  Viies  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  James 
Collins  to  excavate  cellar  of  154-158  Beach  street 
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below  grade  12,  provided  the  same  shall  be  con- 
structed in  confoimitv  with  :the  requirements 
of  chapter  377,  acts  of  1872.    Accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  as  per  request,  on 
petition  of  H.  L.  Bateheller,  to  occupy  stable  on 
Columbia  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted, on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, to  occupy  stables  by  Ham  &  Viles,  20  and 
22  Lynde  street,  Ward  7;  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  on  Dudley  street,  near  Brook  place, 
Ward  20;  aDd  on  Park  street,  near  Dorchester 
avenue,  Ward  24;  Samuel  S.  Learned,  on  Wash- 
ington street,  near  Allston  street;  C.  C.  Cobleigh, 
on  Willow  place,  Ward  25;  G.  R.  Farwell,  on 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  near  Dorchester  street,  Ward 
15.    Severally  accepted. 

THE  FERRY  TOLLS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Ferries  recommending  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Ferries  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  order  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  ferry  tolls.  Accepted  and  referred  ac- 
cordingly. 

THE  PROPOSED  EXTENSION    OF  HIGHLAND    PARK. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  who  were  requested  to  consider 


the  expediency  of  purchasing  the  property  of  the 
St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital  on  Beach  Glen  avenue, 
and  adding  the  same  to  Highland  Park,  and  to 
whom  were  referred  certain  petitions  favoring 
such  action  on  the  part  of  the  city,  having  heard 
the  petitioners  and  given  the  subject  their 
consideration,  respectfully  report  that  if 
the  proposed  addition  is  made  to  High- 
land Park,  betterments  should  be  assessed 
on  surrounding  property  for  the  improvement, 
and  as  the  committee  are  advised  by  the  City 
Solicitor  that  the  betterments  cannot  be  assessed 
unless  the  estate  is  taken  by  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners, the  committee  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  said  commission- 
ers to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 
Accepted  and  referred  to  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners.    Sent  down. 

FIELD  DRIVER  AND  POUND   KEEPER. 

Alderman  Thorndike  offered  an  order— That 
Daniel  W.  Clark  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed, 
a  Field  Driver  and  Pound  Keeper  of  the  city  of 
Boston.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned;  and,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn, 
the  Board  stood  adjourned  until  Wednesday  next 
at  4  P.  M. 
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GSTY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    24,    1880. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows:  Thirty-six 
traverse  for  December  term  of  Superior  Criminal 
Court;  tour  grand  and  five  petit  for  December 
term  of  United  States  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Constable— Charles  P.  Johnson,  in  place  of  John 
Y.  Kendall,  not  qualified.    Continued. 

PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  to 
erect  a  wooden  addition  to  building  20-22  River- 
side street,  Ward  19;  J.  R.  Downing  to  enlarge  a 
wooden  building  on  rear  of  Kendrick  street,  near 
Lake  street,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  Soley  to 
move  a  wooden  building  from  90  Putnam  street  to 
103  Porter  street,  Ward  1;  American  Bell  Tele- 
phone Company,  for  leave  to  erect  poles  on  Call 
and  Keyes  streets,  Ward  23. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  accepting  the  seventy- 
fifth  location  granted  by  this  Board,  Nov.  22,  1880. 
Placed  on  file. 

RfcLEASE  FROM  THE   HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of 
the  Board,  recommending  the  release  of  David  F. 
Keating  from  the  House  of  Correction.  Ac- 
cepted. 

ELEVATED    RAILROADS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving  on  the  notice  of  additional 
hearing  on  Elevated  Railroads  before  Railroad 
Commissioners  Nov.  30,  recommending  the  pass- 
age of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  instructed 
tc  appear  before  the  Board  of  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners on  Tuesday,  the  30th  day  of  November  in- 
stant, and  object,  in  behalf  of  this  Board, to  the 
granting  of  locations  tor  elevated  railroads  in 
this  city  in  accordance  with  the  views  expressed 
in  the  opinion  of  said  Commissioners,  of  Oct.  27, 
1880,  for  these  among  other  reasons,  to  wit:  This 
Board  has  never  been  petitioned  to  fix  or  agree 
upon  any  route  to  be  located  in  accordance  with 
the  views  expressed  in  said  opinion,  and  the 
granting  of  locations,  as  aforesaid,  would  be 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  city. 

Passed. 

THE  FERRY  LANDING. 

Underunfinished  business,  the  board  considered 
the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  authority  to  take  additional  lauds,  flats, 
etc.,  for  a  ferry  landing. 

Alderman  Thorndike — This  is  a  petition  for  pre- 
cisely the  same  statute  that  was  passed  by  the 
Legislature  in  1871  and  1873,  which  has  expired 
by  limitation.  All  that  is  asked  is  to  continue 
that  power,  giving  the  City  Government  the  right 
to  take  possession  of  the  property  named,  by  pur- 
chase or  otherwise,  for  a  ferry  landing. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  order  was 
amended  by  striking  out  "Commercial"  and  in- 
serting "Constitution"  in  its  place,  and  as  amend- 
ed passed.    Sent  down. 

SOUTH    END    BRANCH    LIBRARY. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  consid- 
ered the  orders  to  locate  the  South  End  Branch 
Library  in  the  new  English  High  andLatin  School 
buildings,  and  for  a  transfer  of  $5500  to  fit  up  the 
same  for  that  purpose. 

The  orders  were  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

NEW    COURT    HOUSE. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz.: 

Order  to  take  lands  on  the  west  side  of  Pember- 
ton  square  for  a  new  Court  House. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Breck  in  the  chair. 


Alderman  O'Brien— Mr.  Chairman,  the  question 
of  a  new  Court  House  came  up  for  consideration 
early  in  the  year.  At  that  time  it  was  referred  to 
a  special  committee  with  instructions  to  give  a 
hearing  to  the  taxpayers  and  other  citizens  inter- 
ested. That  committee  have  had  it  in  their  hands 
for  six  months.  No  new  developments  have  taken 
place  during  that  time.  It  is  now  a  question  be- 
tween the  reservoir  lot,  the  site  on  the  west  side 
of  Pemberton  square,  or  the  rebuilding  of  the  old 
Court  House. 

The  order  offered  by  the  committee  appears  to 
me  a  very  costly  experiment.  It  is,  ia  fact,  one 
of  the  most  important  orders  that  has  ever  been 
before  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  involves  the 
expenditure  of  near  two  millions  of  dollars.  It  is 
an  expenditure  without  any  of  the  safeguards 
and  checks  by  which  such  expenditures  are  sur- 
rounded. The  Massachusetts  Legislature  in  con- 
ferring such  extraordinary  power  on  a  mere  ma- 
jority of  this  Board,  to  take  property  without 
limit  as  to  cost,  has  made  a  precedent  which  is 
not  only  dangerous,  but  if  repeated  many  times 
would  do  much  to  destroy  the  business  prosperity 
of  the  city.  The  step  that  the  committee  propose 
to  take,  if  favorably  considered,  will  increase  our 
indebtedness  to  such  an  extent  that  there  will  be 
no  margin  for  borrowing  money  for  any  purpose, 
and  if  we  go  on  erecting  a  Court  House,  ev>-ry 
dollar  expended  will  have  to  go  into  the  annual 
tax  levy.  This  will  bring  up  taxation  to  $  16  and 
$17  on  a  thousand  for  many  years  to  come. 

All  other  improvements  will  have  to  be  given  up 
for  ten  or  twenty  years  at  least.  Thirty  thousand 
citizens  ard  taxpayers  in  Charlestown,  who  are 
now  put  to  great  distress  for  want  of  a  new 
bridge  to  cross  the  channel,  will  have  to  wait 
many  years  before  the  city  will  be  rich  enough  to 
undertake  the  work  if  this  expensive  Court  House 
is  insisted  upon. 

Thirty-five  thousand  citizens  and  taxpayers  in 
East  Boston  will  ask  in  vain  for  a  new  ferry  if 
this  expensive  Court  House  is  insisted  upon,  and 
the  rapidly  growing  trade  that  is  now  centring 
at  Charlestown  and  East  Boston  will  have  to 
suffer.  The  cost  of  the  bridge  to  Chailestown  is 
estimated  at  $1,250,000,  and  it  is  well  known  to  the 
engineers  that  one  of  the  bridges  that  now  con- 
nect us  with  that  section  has  not  been,  for  some 
time  past,  in  what  could  be  called  a  safe  condi- 
tion. If  any  one  desires  information  on  this  point 
let  him  ooi  suit  the  City  Engineer. 

The  new  Public  Library,  now  so  great  a  want, 
will  be  put  back  ten  years  at  least  if  this  expen- 
sive Court  House  is  insisted  upon. 

The  Back  Bay  Park,  now  progressing  so  favora- 
bly, will  be  put  back  ten  years  or  more  if  this 
expensive  Court  House  is  insisted  upon,  because  it 
will  add  so  much  io  the  tax  levy  to  meet  the  de- 
mand for  both  that  taxpayers  will  not  be  able  to 
stand  it.  Is  this  just  to  our  citizens  who  are 
erecting  such  costly  houses  in  that  locality  and 
adding  so  much  to  our  taxable  valuations? 

The  bridge  to  connect  the  South  Boston  flats, 
now  found  so  necessary  to  develope  the  com- 
merce of  the  port,  the  City  Council  will  hesitate 
to  build  while  this  expensive  Court  House  is  in 
progress. 

The  South  Boston  Park  scheme,  now  on  our 
table,  sent  to  us  by  such  a  large  vote  from  the 
Common  Council,  will  have  to  wait  for  years  if 
this  expensive  Court  House  is  insisted  upon. 
Even  if  we  pass  the  order  to  take,  the  youngest 
child  in  that  section  will  not  live  to  see  it  com- 
pleted. 

If  you  now  destroy  $652,000  of  taxable  property 
on  Pemberton  square,  you  cannot  stop.  You 
must  go  on  and  build,  and  this  means  so  heavy  a 
tax  that  nearly  all  other  improvements,  some 
even  more  necessary  than  a  Court  House,  must 
stop. 

It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  have  been  better 
for  this  Board  to  have  looked  upon  the  act  giving 
them  such  extraordinary  power  as  having  gone 
beyond  a  reasonable  limit.  When  it  ignores  all 
the  checks  and  safeguards  of  our  city  charter,  we 
should  decline  to  be  a  party  to  its  enforcement 
in  such  an  expensive  way.  When  the  Legis- 
lature passes  such  a  questionable  law, 
it  does  not  follow  that  we  should  ac- 
cept it  with  open  arms  and  become  the 
mere  tool  of  the  Legislature  in  enforcing  it.  If 
we  go  on  in  this  way,  the  taxpayers  will  soon  have 
no  voice  in  the  expenditure  of  money.  I  do  not 
believe  in  shrinking  from  any  responsibility,  but 
in  accepting  this  act  we  open  the  door  to  others 
of  a  similar  character,  and  if  repeated  to  any  ex- 
tent, Boston  will  be  too  expensive  a  city  to  live  in  . 
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To  come  directly  to  the  point,  the  order  now  be- 
fore us  and  recommended  by  the  committee  pro- 
poses to  destroy  $652,000  worth  of  taxable  proper- 
ty, and  entail  a  large  annual  expense  on  our  tax- 
payers for  all  time.  This  proposition  comes  in  a 
year  when  taxation  is  higher  than  any  previous 
year  for  a  Ions;;  time,  before  real  estate— that  pays 
a  large  poi  tion  of  the  cost— has  recovered  from 
the  depression  of  the  past  few  years,  and  at  a 
time  when  our  citizens  and  taxpayers  generally 
feel  too  |joor  to  commence  so  expensive  an  under- 
taking. 

What  surprises  me  most  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  is  the  cost  of  a  Court  House  on  the 
Peniberton-square  site.  It  is  placed  atjjjl,  135,260, 
on  the  authority  of  Nathaniel" J.  Biadley.  I  un- 
derstood from  the  City  Architect  that  Mr.  Brad- 
ley went  over  the  matter  with  him  and  the  cost  of 
the  building  was  estimated  at  $780,000,  or  say,  in 
round  numbers,  $800,000.  The  assessed  valuation 
of  the  property  is  $652,000;  probable  cost  ot  land 
and  loss  of  taxes  say  $200,000,  making  a  total  of 
actual  cost  of  $1,652,000  at  low  valuations,  instead 
of  $1,135,260.  Take  another  view  of  it:  The  prop- 
erty is  assessed  for  $652,000,  (and  who  supposes 
that  it  can  ever  be  bought  at  that  price?)  this 
would  leave,  on  Mr.  Bradley's  estimate,  only 
$483,000  for  a  building  covering  50,000  feet  of  land 
— or  about  £9  per  toot,  when  nearly  all  architects 
say  that  the  cost  of  such  a  building  would  be  at 
least  $18  per  foot.  It  is  not  right  to  deceive  the 
taxpayers  with  any  such  estimate  as  that.  If  the 
Board  concludes  to  take  the  Peuiberton-square 
site,  it  appears  tome  that  it  woulc1  be  well  to 
make  a  contract  with  Mr.  Bradley  at  his  figures. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  large  means  and  experience 
and  is  able  to  back  up  his  statements.  If  he 
would  give  a  bond  to  that  effect  I  think  we  c  uld 
vote  on  this  matter  more  intelligently;  but  with- 
out a  bond  I  should  hesitate  to  take  an  estimate. 
The  committee  certainly  should  fix  it  so  that  it 
would  not  be  a  repetition  of  the  Danvers  folly. 
The  original  cost  of  that  institution  was  esti- 
mated, I  believe,  at  $650,000  — the  actual 
cost  was  near  $3,000,000.  Mr.  Bradley, 
however,  knows  more  about  these  figures 
than  I  do,  because  he  can  speak  from  practical 
experience  with  the  Danvers  Asylum,  and  I  can 
only  speak  from  memory,  as  1  have  had  no  time 
to  look  up  the  figures.  Let  this  Court  House  be 
no  Danvers  folly.  Give  us  the  whole  cost,  if  any 
estimates  are  made.  This  is  what  the  taxpayers 
want.  The  building,  however,  is  an  after  consid- 
eration. The  actual  outlay  now  under  considera- 
tion is  the  cost  of  taking  land.  The  Board  should 
bear  this  fact  in  mind,  md  not  be  blinded  by 
fancy  figures  that  have  no  reality,  put  in  a  report 
to  divert  your  attention  from  the  real  facts. 
The  assessed  valuation  of  Pemberton  square 

is.. -. §652,000 

The  assessed  valuation  of  building  on  Somer- 
set street  is 186,000 

Difference  in  favor  of  reservoir  lot #466,000 

This  is  the  actual  outlay  you  are  now  called 
upon  to  make— to  take  the  reservoir  lot  at  a  cost 
of  about  $106,000,  or  the  Pemberton  squ  ue  prop- 
erty at  about  $652,000.  These  are  .the  facts,  and 
this  is  the  only  fair  way  to  look  at  them.  You 
may  rest  assured  that  it  is  the  only  way  the  tax- 
payers will  look  at  it  when  they  are  called  upon 
to  pay  the  bills. 

1  believe  that  the  voice  of  our  people  and  our 
taxpayers  should  be  heard  and  considered  in  this 
matter.  I  do  not  believe  in  locating  a  Court 
House  in  opposition  to  the  remonstrance  of  most 
of  the  owners  and  occupants  of  the  property  to 
be  taken— in  opposition  to  the  remonstrance  of 
taxpayers  generally— in  opposition  to  the  remon- 
strance of  the  Common  Council,  who  represent 
the  people  in  this  matter— and  in  opposition  to 
the  remonstrance  of  the  press  of  the  c  ty,  who 
almost  unanimously  condemn  the  act.  Who  asks 
for  the  expensive  location  of  Pemberton  square 
west?  Scarcely  any  one  outside  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

If  land  must  be  taken,why  destroy  so  much  tax- 
able property  ?  The  city  is  already  overburdened 
with  real  estate.  This  fact  was  so  apparent  that 
eaily  in  the  year  we  voted  to  sell  at  public  auction 
all  available  property.  Among  the  other  unpro- 
ductive property  of  the  city  the  reservoir  lot  of 
38,000  feet  stands  unequalled  as  a  building  lot  for 
a  Court  House.  For  a  comparatively  small  ex- 
pense we  could  obtain  the  seven  buildings 
on  Mount  Vernon  street,  and  this  would 
give  us  an  entire  square  of  63,000  feet— all 
that  would  ever  be  required   or  necessary.    The 


position  of  this  lot  guarantees  good  light,  good 
ventilation,  and  is  so  located  that  it  would  be 
free  from  the  noise  that  is  so  objectionable  to  the 
continuance  of  the  present  Court  House.  These 
facts  cannot  be  disputed.  The  State  House  is  the 
finest  location  in  Boston  for  a  public  building, 
and  the  Court  House,  if  erected  on  tb.6  reservoir 
lot,  would  stand  equally  as  prominent.  It  wil!  re- 
quire but  a  very  tmall  sum  of  money  to  take  pos- 
session of  it,  perhaps  less  than  $200,000,  and  it  will 
cause  no  gieat  distress  to  taxpayers.  At  a  late 
sale  on  Mt.  Vernon  street  by  Cunningham  heirs, 
the  price  obtained  was  far  less  than  valuation, and 
at  about  the  same  rate  the  Drew  estates  could  be 
had  tor  $160,000.  Ibis  is  a  very  important  consid- 
eration when  taxation  is  $15.20  for  $1000,  and  may 
be  much  higher  next  year,  if  some  of  the  contem- 
plated improvements  are  insisted  upon.  Take 
possession  of  the  reservoir  lot,  and  you  meet  all 
the  requirements  of  the  law.  You  can  then  make 
your  arrangements  for  the  building  of  a  Court 
House,  and"~when  the  finances  of  the  city  warrant 
it,  commence  the  work.  The  comparative  cost  of 
lots  that  have  been  prominent  as  Court  House 
sites  is  as  follows: 

Reservoir  Lot. 

Assessed  valuation 8196,000 

Add  25  per  cent,  as  possible  c<  St 49,000 

Loss  of  taxes  for  five  years  while  building. .        12  250 


£257.250 
75.000 


,9182,250 


163 

48 


8349 
87 
20, 


100 
025 
900 


.000 
250 
175 


Less  value  of  stone  for  foundation.  .• 

Total  cost 

Pemberton   Square,   West. 

Assessed  valuation 

Add  25  per  cent,  as  probable  cost 

Loss  of  taxes  for  five  years  while  building. 

Total  cost 

Pemberton  Square,  North, 

Assessed  valuation 

Add  25  per  cent,  as  possible  cost 

Loss  of  taxes  for  rive  years  while  building. 

Total  cost 8462 ,425 

School  Street  and  Province-house  Court. 

Assessed  valuation $\  ,648,322 

Add  25  per  cent  as  possible  cost 412,080 

Loss  of  taxes  for  five  years  while  building. .      123,600 

Total  cost 82,184,002 

Rebuilding   the   Old  Court  House  with   Wings   on    Court 
Street 

Valuation  of  property 8400,000 

Damage    to    property  by    arching   the   en- 
trances to  Court  square 300,000 

Loss  of  taxes  while  bluilding 25,000 

Cost  of  building 600,000 

Total  cost  of  building,  land   and  dam- 
ages   81,325,000 

Rebuilding  the  Old  Court  House. 

Estimated  cost  per  City  Architect $200,000 

The  total  cost  of  land,  etc.,  as  per  above  state- 
ment— 

Reservoir  lot 8182  250 

Pemberton  square,  north 402,425 

Pemberton  square,  west 864,025 

School  street  and  Province  street 2,184,002 

Rebuilding  old  Court  House,  with  wings  on 

Court  street 1,325.000 

Rebuilding  old  Court  House  on  prtsent  site      200,000 

The  value  of  the  reservoir  lot  is  omitted,  as  it  is 
dead  and  unproductive  ptoperty  on  the  hands  of 
the  city,  is  likely  to  remain  dead  and  unproduc- 
tive property  for  the  next  ten  of  twenty  years  if 
not  used  for  this  purpose;  and  if  this  lot  is  select- 
ed, the  smali  outlay  for  the  seven  buildings 
would  cause  no  embarrassment  in  the  present 
State  of  our  finances,  so  far  as  the  taking  of  the 
land  is  concerned. 

I  have  not  made  any  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a 
suitable  building  on  the  reservoir  lot,  Pemberton 
square  or  School  street,  as  that  is  an  after  consid- 
eration. Architects  and  builders  are  generally  of 
opinion  that  the  cost  of  a  suitable  Court  House 
would  b9  the  same,  no  matter  which  lot 
is  selected.  The  only  exception  is  the 
reservoir  lot,  the  stone  of  which  could 
be  used  there  to  the  value  of  $76,000, 
and  the  north  end  of  Pemberton  square, on  which 
it  is  stated  a  cheap  building  could  be  erected,  as 
it  is  hidden  from  observation.  The  cost  of  orna- 
mentation on  any  of  these  lots  would  not  exceed 
$1  per  foot,  as  stated  by  the  City  Architect  and 
others,  and  this  would  not  save  more  than  $20,000 
or  $30,000. 

The  fact  that    the    site    on    Pemberton  square 
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north  is  hidden  from  observation,  so  ranch  so 
Thar.  a  Court  House,  if  placed  there,  would  be  out 
of  sight,  is  certainly  not  a  strong  recommenda- 
tion. I  am  afraid  that  posterity  would  never  for- 
give us  for  placing  a  building  there.  Put  it  there 
and  you  will  find  that  the  building  will  cost  just 
as  much  as  it'  placed  in  any  other  locality.  This 
is  our  experience  in  the  past  and  will  be  our  ex- 
perience in  the  future.  A  modest  building,  free 
from  extra  ornamentation,  would  look  as  well  on 
one  site  as  another.  The  rebuilding  oi  the  old 
Court  House,  with  additions  on  Court  street  and 
arching  Court  square,  is  found  to  be  too  costly. 
The  rebuilding  ot  the  old  Court  House  on  its 
present  site  would  cost  only  $200,000,  would  ena- 
ble us  to  bridge  over  at  lea'st  ten  years,  and  by 
taking  the  reservoir  lot  only,  at  the  same  tinie.we 
would  comply  with  all  the  conditions  of  the  law. 
This  would  be  the  cheapest  way  to  bridge  over 
the  next  ten  years,  when  taxation  is  likely  to  be 
higher  than  ever  known  before.  Ex  Alderman 
Whidden,  who  prefers  the  north  end  of  Pember- 
ton  square,  on  account  of  its  cheapness,  ad- 
mits that  the  reservoir  lot  is  by  far 
the  best  location,  and  if  all  other  things  were 
equal  he  would  build  there.  I  look  upon  Mr. 
Whidden  as  one  of  the  most  practical,  sensible 
and  level-headed  gentlemen  who  favors  the  north 
side  of  Pemberton  square,  but  when  he  reflects 
that  a  quilding  would  have  to  be  built  under  the 
control  and  direction  of  a  number  of  persons 
whose  ideas  would  differ  materially  as  to  style 
and  finish,  there  would  be  many  blocks  to  his 
idea  of  cheapness,  even  on  the  north  end  of  Pem- 
berton square.  It  would  be  difficult  for  Lim  to 
keep  within  his  limit  when  he  had  to  suit  com- 
mittees of  the  City  Government,  judges  and  other 
officials. 

Ex- Alderman  Stebbins,  in  his  remarks  some 
months  ago,  laid  great  stress  on  the  depreciation 
of  property  if  the  Court  House  is  not  built  on  the 
north  end  of  Pemberton  square;  but  it  appears  to 
me  that  this  argument  is  rather  far-fetched  and 
unreasonable,  and  will  not  stand  the  test  of  ex- 
amination. It  makes  but  little  difference  if  the 
Court  House  is  500  feet  west  or  500  feet  east 
of  Pemberton  square,  and  if  buiit  on 
the  reservoir  lot  it  would  be  no  farther  from 
Pemberton  square  than  the  present  Court  House. 
It  may  be,  however,  that  the  holders  of  property 
on  that  square,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Stebbins, 
are  entitled  to  more  consideration  and  privileges 
than  holders  of  property  in  other  sections  of  the 
city;  in  fact,  that  we  ought  to  improve  their 
property  without  regard  to  the  rights  of  others. 
We  do  no  injury  to  Pemberton  square  by  building 
on  the  reservoir  lot,  because  the  Court  House 
would  be  as  near  to  the  square  then  as  the  pres- 
ent Court  Housf  is  now. 

Court  street  is  too  centrally  located,  is  too 
much  of  a  business  street,  to  be  injured  by  such 
removal.  This  street  is  now  occupied  largely  by 
other  branches  of  business.  Express  offices, 
banking  rooms,  insurance  offices,  newspaper  of- 
fices and  other  branches  of  business  are  fast  driv- 
ing the  lawyers  from  Court  street,  even  with  the 
present  Court  House  located  there.  When  any 
new  buildings  are  pur  up  on  that  street  the  law- 
yers are  sure  to  be  driven  out,  and  you  will  find 
that  Court  street  will  not  depreciate  in  valuation 
by  building  on  the  reservoir  lot. 

The  argument  that  property  on  Beacon  Hill  will 
be  rendered  worthless  for  fine  residences  is  about 
as  weak  as  the  argument  that  property  on  Court 
and  other  streets  would  depreciate,  because  par- 
ties who  make  this  statement  fail  to  look  the  facts 
in  the  face.  The  existing  fact  of  a  very  large 
depreciation  in  property  on  Beacon  Hill  is  already 
on  the  record  book  of  the  Assessors.  Recent  at- 
tempts to  sell  property  there  demonstrate  that 
even  at  reduced  valuations  the  property  is  not 
sought  alter.  The  tendency  of  property  on  Bea- 
con Hill  is  now  changing  to  first-class  lodging, 
boaiding  and  apartment  houses.  The  finest 
house  on  the  hill  is  occupied  as  a  club  house. 
Stores  already  occupy  a  large  portion  of  Park 
street,  and  a  few  years  more  will  depopulate 
Beacon  Hill  of  its  former  first-class  dwelling- 
houses.  11  the  Court  House  is  built  on  the  reser- 
voir site,  Beacon  street,  that  fronts  on  the  Com- 
mon, might  very  appropriately  be  called  "Bar- 
risters' Row,"  as  the  buildings  there  would  be 
occupied  in  the  course  of  years  for  law  offices.and 
take  the  place  ol  the  club,  lodging  and  boarding 
houses  that  are  now  encroaching  on  that  locality. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  lawyers  ought  to  be 
thankful  for  giving  them  in  prospect  so  fine  a 
location  for  their  law  offices  as  Beacon  street.    It 


would  be  centrally  located  and  easily  reached 
by  horse  cars  from  Tremont  street.  It  appears 
to  me  that  there  would  be  no  depreciation  in 
Court  or  other  streets  now  adjoining  the  Court 
House,  while  there  would  be  a  large  increase  in 
the  valuation  of  property  surrounding  the  new 
Court  House  on  the  reservoir  lot.  It  appears  to 
me  also  that  valuations  would  be  less  disturbed 
by  this  than  by  any  other  monument  that  could 
be  made.  It  also  appears  to  be  an  objection  that 
if  you  put  the  Criminal  Court  on  the  reservoir  lot 
you  take  with  it  all  the  hangers  on  and  criminal 
class  that  attend  that  court.  Where  would  you 
place  your  Criminal  Court?  Would  you  remove 
it  to  some  out-of-the-way  place  where  it  would 
not  come  in  contact  witli  any  class  that  is  called 
orderly  or  respectable?  The  best  answer  to  this 
is  the  substance  of  a  reply  of  one  of  our  leading 
judges, when  asked  to  approve  of  an  out-of-the-way 
location  for  a  Court  House  for  criminal  business. 
He  refused  to  sanction  it,  and  gave  as  a  reason 
that  when  a  man  is  tried  for  his  life 
it  should  not  be  in  some  out-of-the-  way  place, 
where  it  would  be  difficult  for  friends  and  rela- 
tives to  reach  him.  Give  him  as  good  a  chance 
for  even-handed  justice  as  it  is  possible  to  give 
him.  I  believe  that  criminals  deserve  a  fair  trial, 
in  our  most  prominent  Court  House,  in  a,  location 
that  is  known  to  all. 

The  Bar  Association  takes  a  prominent  part  in 
the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  Court  House,  and  at  a 
meeting  where  forty-six  were  present,  twelve 
were  in  favor  of  the  reservoir  lot,  and  thirty-four 
were  in  favor  of  other  locations.  Not  one  of  them 
recommended  very  forcibly,  or  advocated  the  site 
selected  by  the  committee,  as  most  of  the  thirty- 
four  were  in  favor  of  the  Province-court  site.  But 
who  do  these  forty-six  very  respectable  lawyers 
represent?  Have  the  members  of  the  Board  ever 
considered,  in  this  connection,  the  number  of. 
lawyers  in  the  city.  If  they  refer  to  the  Directory 
they  will  find  that  there  are  about  1100  lawyers  in 
Boston,  and  of  this  1100  only  forty-six  have  taken 
any  interest  in  the  matter.  These  gentlemen, 
I  admit,  ought  to  be  consulted,  but  it  is 
evident  that  they  are  indifferent  about 
the  location  or  they  would  have  made  more  of  an 
appearance  at  that  meeting.  The  most  formida- 
ble protest  that  has  been  received  from  the  law- 
yers is  in  favor  of  remodelling  the  old  Ciurt 
House,  and  if  these  gentlemen  are  entitled  to  any 
consideration,  that  is  what  ought  to  be  done.  If 
we  are  forced  to  select  a  site,  it  would  be  well  to 
consider  that  the  seven  buildings  on  Mt.  Vernon 
street  are  mostly  occupied  by  the  owners,  who 
are  willing  to  sell  them  to  the  city  at  a  fair  valua- 
tion, so  that  the  cost  estimated  is  an  outside 
figure.  The  twenty-five  buildings  on  the  Pember- 
ton-square  lot,  that  it  is  proposed  to  take,  are 
owned  and  occupied  by  parties  who  remon- 
strate against  their  property  being  taken  for  this 
purpose,  and  who  will  demand  large  damages. 
The  property  is  also  leased  and  sub-leased  mostly 
to  lawyers,  who  will  not  be  disturbed  unless  they 
are  we'll  paid  for  their  leases.  It  will  be  very  lit- 
tle expense  to  them  to  enter  a  suit  against  the 
city,  and  we  know  what  this  means.  With  the 
City  Solicitor's  office  now  crowded  with  work,  it 
will  necessitate  the  employment  of  outside  as- 
sistance, and  with  lawsuits  and  lawyers'  fees,  it 
is  doubtful  if  the  property  can  be  obtained  within 
$200,000  of  the  cost  I  have  allowed. 

There  is  another  important  consideration  in 
favor  of  the  reservoir  lot.  The  State  House  is 
now  too  small  to  accommodate  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  State  Government,  and  the 
question  is  again  agitated  about  making  Worces- 
ter the  capital  of  the  State,  and  building  a  new 
State  House  there.  An  attempt  was  made  at  the 
last  session  to  purchase  an  adjoining  estate,  so  as 
to  obtain  more  room  for  committee  meetings,  but 
not  much  progress  has  been  made  in  that  direc- 
tion. I  have  no  doubt  the  State  would  be  willing 
to  lease  a  portion  of  the  new  Court  House  on  the 
reservoir  lot,  and  pay  a  good  rental 
for  the  accommodation.  With  a  modern- 
built  building,  covering  fifty  thousand  square 
feet  of  land,  more  than  four  times  the  space  occu- 
pied by  the  present  Court  House,  there  would  be 
abundanca  of  room  to  accommodate  the  courts 
and  the  State.  There  is  no  doubt  about  this. 
Even  a  modern-built  building,  on  the  12,000  square 
feet  occupied  bv  the  present  Court  House,  could 
be  built  to  accommodate  all  our  courts.  This 
fact  is  stated  on  the  authority  of  our  best  archi- 
tects, and  with  50,000  feet  to  build  upon,  there 
would  be  ample  room  for  all  purposes,  not  only 
for  all  our  courts,  but  for  the  accommodation  o 


NOVEMBER       24,       1880. 


59-i 


our  State  authorities.  The  removal  of  the  State 
House  to  Worcester  would  be  a  serious  loss  to 
Boston,  especially  when  we  know  that  we  would 
have  to  pay  at  least  forty  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of 
a  new  State  House,  costing  say  from  §5,000,000  to 
$10,000,000. 

I  might  have  made  my  remarks  shorter,  but  the 
importance  of  the  question  is  such  that  I  feel  it 
ought  to  be  considered  fully,  and  that  good  and 
substantial  reasons  should  be  given  for  the  loca- 
tion. In  fact,  the  best  speech  that  I  could  make 
might  have  been  collected  from  the  columns  of 
the  daily  press.  The  press  speaks  for  the  people, 
and  represents  the  people  on  this  question.  As 
the  members  of  the  Board  may  not  have  seen 
and  read  the  articles  published,  I  will  take  this 
opportunity  to  call  their  attention  to  them.  The 
Dress  is  decidedly  opposed  to  the  Pemberton- 
square  site,  and  with  few  exceptions  are  in  favor 
of  the  reservoir  lot.  This,  I  believe,  should  have 
weight,  as  it  is  through  the  press  that  the  wishes 
of  the  taxpayers  and  the  people  are  known- 

The  Herald  says— 

"The  objections  of  the  lawyers  to  the  reservoir 
site  for  the  new  Court  House  are  ridiculous.  It 
is  an  easy  live  minutes'  walk  from  the  City  Hall. 
With  the  main  entrance  on  Mount  Vernon  street, 
opposite  the  State  House,  and  especially  with 
access  to  it  through  Pemberton  square,  it  would 
be  central  and  convenient.  The  situation  is  high, 
commanding  and  wholesome.  It  is  retired  from 
the  bustle  of  the  city's  traffic.  It  is  a  whole 
square,  which  gives  it  great  security  against  tire. 
It  is  today  the  property  of  the  city,  the  larger 
part  of  it  unproductive, "and  not  likely  to  be  sold 
to  realize  any  considerable  sum.  On  two-thirds 
of  it  the  foundation  and  a  part  of  the  walls  are 
complete  and  of  the  best  character  for  strength 
and  durability.  A  handsome  Court  House  there 
would  be  aa  ornament  to  the  city,  making,  with 
the  capitol,  a  stately  group  on  the  city's  highest 
point." 

The  Boston  Post  says— 

"The  reservoir  site  would  be  the  cheapest  of  all, 
and  we  fail  to  see  why  it  would  not  be  as  accessi- 
ble as  the  one  recently  reported.  The  lard  upon 
which  that  cumbrous  and  useless  granite  struc- 
ture now  stands  would  be  ample  for  the  purpose 
required.  It  would  be  in  as  quiet  a  part  of  the 
city  as  it  would  be  possible  toiind,  and  if  the  gen- 
tlemen of  trie  legal  profession  found  it  too 
fatiguing  a.  walk  from  Court  and  Devonshire 
streets  to  Temple  street,  the  interest  on  the 
money  saved  by  placing  the  Court  House  there 
would  be  sufficient  to  supply  hacks  the  year 
round  for  the  feeble  and  the  lazy.  It  seems  a 
pity  that  this  splendid  location  should  stand  idle, 
and  what  other  institution  can  so  appropriately 
occupy  it  as  a  Court  House?  There  is  no  more 
healthful  spot  in  the  citv,  and  that  is  by  no  means 
a  consideration  to  be  despised.  The  reasons  for 
rejecting  this  site  which  were  valid  seven  or  eight 
years  ago  are  so  no  longer.  The  reservoir  site 
satisfies  the  requirements  in  all  leading  particu- 
lars, while  on  the  score  ol  economy  it  presents  a 
claim  to  favor,  wdiich  ought  to  give  it  the  lead." 

The  Traveller  says — 

"The  City  Council  has  very  wisely  called  a  halt 
upon  the  movement  to  build  a  new  Court  House 
upon  the  westerly  side  of  Pemberton  square.  It 
involved  an  expenditure  of  money  especially  in- 
judicious in  the  present  cramped  condition  of  our 
finances.  The  weight  of  the  arguments  advanced 
by  prominent  citizens  at  the  recent  hearing 
seemed  to  be  opposed  unalterably  to  the  selection 
of  this  very  costly  site.  The  Bar  Association  fa- 
vors the  Province-court  location,  though  there 
are  some  members  who  support  the  ulaii  of  the 
special  committee  of  the  City  Government,  which 
favors  the  Pemberton-square  site.  If  the  Pember- 
ton-square  site  is  taken,  over  half  a  million  dol- 
lars' worth  of  taxable  property  will  be  wiped  out 
of  existence,  and  the  city  will  still  have  the  reser- 
voir lot,  paying  no  taxes  into  the  city  treasury. 
The  best  way  out  of  the  difficulty  seems  to  be  the 
adoption  of  tiie  reservoir  site,  which  meets  with 
general  favor.  The  city  already  owns  the  reser- 
voir, and  by  the  purchase  ot  'the  adjoining  es- 
tates at  $190,000,  the  Assessors'  valuation  for  last 
year,  a  location  at  once  ample  and  convenient  can 
be  secured." 

The  Advertiser  favors  reconstruction  of  the  old 
Court  House,  and  says  — 

"This  reconstruction  would  secure  on  the  pres- 
ent site  nuch  better  accommodation  for  the 
courts  than  they  have  now,  and  greatly  improved 
facilities  for  all  the  incidental  business,  at  com- 
paratively small  cost.  The  estimates  at  the  office  of 


the  City  Architect,  we  understand,  do  not  ex- 
ceed $300,000.  These  improvements  will  not 
be  lost  when,  a  few  years  hence,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  devote  the  whole  of  Court  square  to  muni- 
cipal business,  and  when  the  city  will  be  in  better 
condition  to  provide  for  the  courts  elsewhere. 
The  noise  of  Court  square  is  an  objection,  but 
that  can  be  remedied  in  part.  Much  of  it  does  not 
belong  there,  and  can  be  shut  out.  It  is  a  difficul- 
ty that  can  be  overcome,  and  a  small  fragment  of 
the  cost  of  building  elsewhere  would  serve  the 
purpose.  For  the  present  the  city  is  carrying 
quite  as  large  a  burden  on  account  of  unfinished 
public  improvements  as  is  advisable.'" 

The  Transcript  says — 

"The  proposed  Pemberton-square  site  for  a 
Court  House  finds  few  advocates  compared  with 
the  old  reservoir  site;  and  that  is  less  favored,  it 
would  appear,  than  the  reconstruction  of  the 
present  Court  House." 

The  G-lobe  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  reservoir 
lot,  and  says— 

"It  would  seem  th^  best  economy  to  let  the  old 
Court  House  alone,  to  be  used  for  city  purposes 
when  necessity  demands,  and  take  the  parcel  of 
unproductive  and  useless  city  property  on  the 
Beacon  Hill  reservoir  site.  This  location  is  easy 
of  access,  forever  excluded  from  the  noise  of  the 
thoroughfares,  and  open  to  light  and  air.  It  is 
the  place  of  all  which  combines  adaptability  with 
economy.  Either  this  mu<t  be  chosen,  if  we  wish 
to  avoid  a  great  addition  to  our  debt,  or  the  re- 
modelling of  the  present  Court  House  must  be  un- 
dertaken. Pemberton  square  should  be  thrown 
out  of  consideration.  Boston  can  best  provide 
the  site,  which  the  Legislature  has  ordered  it  to 
take,  by  going  to  the  Beacon  Hill  reservoir  and 
using  its  own  unproductive  property.  It  can 
hardly  be  thought  possible  that  s^ven  members 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  dare  to  saddle  the 
enormous  expense  of  the  Pembei  ton-square  site 
upon  the  city." 

The  Post  puts  it  tersely  thus: 

"Has  it  come  to  this?  '  Must  the  city  spend  $1,- 
300,000  to  save  the  lawyers  forty  rods  of  travel  ? 
Out  of  very  kindness  it  should  insist  upon  the 
reservoir  site  for  a  Court  House,  and  that  will  save 
enough  to  supply  dumb  bells  and  shower  baths  in 
addition  to  the  pedestrian  exercise." 

The  Journal  again  alludes  veiy  favorably  to  the 
Court  House,  as  follows: 

"We  feel  convinced  that  if  the  proper  time  is 
granted,  and  the  location  is  not  forced  through 
under  the  false  pretence  that  a  location  must  be 
decided  upon  now,  the  advantages  of  the  reser- 
voir lot,  now  owned  by  the  city,  will  become  so 
apparent  that  it  will  be  selected  for  the  site  of  the 
Court  House,  if  it  is  found  impracticable  to  re- 
model the  present  building.  If  the  Pemberton- 
square  site  is  taken,  taxable  propertv  now  as- 
sessed at  about  $800,000  will  be  wanted:  if  the 
reservoir  lot  is  adopted,  and  the  houses  on  Mt. 
Vernon  street,  required  to  make  the  site  eligible, 
only  $200,000  worth  of  property  will  be  requited. 
If  a  business  firm  had  the  solution  of  such  a 
problem,  which  of  the  two  wauld  be  adopted? 
It  is  true  that  some  members  of  the  legal 
fraternity  object  to  walking  a  few  hundred 
feet  farther  from  their  present  offices,  but 
those  gentlemen  do  not  go  into  court  unless 
paid  tor  it,  and  many  ol  the  leading  members  of 
the  bar  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  light  and  pure 
air  which  would  he  secured  on  Mt.  Vernon  street 
would,  amply  compensate  them  for  a  few  minutes' 
longer  walk.  But  it  is  within  the  bounds  ol  po  - 
sibility  that  the  lawyers  may  colonize  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  new  Court  House,  and  they  would 
be  then  within  easy  access  of  the  courts.  It  is  a 
shame  to  expend  a  large  amount  of  money  for  a 
site  when  the  city  owns  a  most  desirable  lot,  for 
which  it  has  no  other  possible  use.  If  Boston  is 
to  grow,  we  must  rid  ourselves  of  the  idea  that 
every  public  building  devoted  to  city  purposes 
must  be  located  within  an  area  of  an  eighth  oJ  :i 
mile  of  the  present  City  Hall.  Especially  is  this 
imperative  when  it  will  save  a  million  of  dollars 
to  the  taxpayers." 

A  correspondent  of  the  Transcript  says  - 

"I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the  gentle 
men  of  the  bar  should  assume  dictatorial  powers 
as  to  the  1<  cation  of  the  new  Court  House.  I  see 
that  at  the  meeting  id  the  'Boston  Bar  Associa- 
tion,' the  statement  was  made  that  'lOilesa  serious 
opposition  was  made  by  the  Inn-,  there  was  danger 
that  the  reservoir  site  would  be  selected.'  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  generally, 
the  taxpayers,  are  the  parties  most  interested  i'n 
this  matter,  both  as  to  the  cost   ol     the   stin.'tu   ' 
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and  c  mvenience  of  location.  Although,  bad  we 
fewer  lawyers  in  our  State  and  General  Govern- 
ment councils,  the  convenience  of  location  would 
be  of  much  less  importance.  There  seems  to  be 
no  dispute  as  to  the  economy  of  the  reservoir  site, 
and  -whether  or  no  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  walk 
or  ride  a  few  rods  more  or  less  in  their  visits  to 
the  Court  House  is  a  matter  of  very  little  impor- 
tance to  our  already  overtaxed  citizens.'" 

Another  correspondent  of  the  Transcript  says— 

"')ne  advantage  which  toe  reservoir  site  pos- 
sesses over  all  others,  and  for  which  no  claim  has 
been  made,  lies  in  its  permanent  natural  qualifi- 
cations. The  bustle  and  rush  of  business,  and 
consequent  heavy  teaming,  will  never  reach  the 
summit  ol  Beacon  Hill,  however  great  the  growth 
of  the  city  in  other  localities.  Beacon  Hill  will 
always  be  naturally  unsuitable  for  mercantile 
purposes,  and  while  it  may  become  the  very  heart 
of  the  business  centre,  it  will  always  be,  in  a 
measure,  isolated  from  it — a  fact  which  makes  it 
particularly  desirable  for  the  purpose.  The  tax- 
payers of  Boston  may  be  sure  that  a  Court  House 
built  on  this  site  will  stay  there,  and  that  no  new 
generation  will  be  called  upou  to  remove  it,  on 
account  of  the  same  annoyances  which  now  exist 
in  Court  square,  and  which  make  a  new  location 
necessary.  ' 

The  Post  again  says — 

"The  reservoir  lot  is  owned  by  the  city.  It  is 
now  useless  and  idle  To  purchase  a  new  site,  if 
this  can  be  utilized,  would  be  bad  administration. 
A  location  elsewhere  involves  a  large  expenditure 
tor  the  lot  itself,  and  in  addition  to  that  will  de- 
plete the  treasury  by  appropriating  valuable 
property  now  yielding  income  to  the  city.  Again, 
by  utilizing  the  reservoir  lot  the  surrounding 
property  would  be  largely  enhanced  in  value, 
which  would  add  to  the  income  of  the  city. . 
As  compared  with  other  sites,  the  expense  of  a 
superstructure  would  be  much  less  on  this. 
All  other  things  being  equal,  this  makes  out 
a  case  in  favor  of  the  taxpayers.  Let  citizens 
look  at  this  matter  as  if  the  responsibility- 
were  on  individual  shoulders.  This  site  has  su- 
perior advantages  in  other  respects.  It  is  an  ele- 
vated ground  where  the  outlook  will  be  pleasant 
and  the  air  good.  It  is  out  of  the  way  of  noise, 
dust  and  nuisances.  It  is  near  the  State  House, 
which  would  be  a  convenience  to  lawyers  and  the 
public.  Each  of  these  points  is  susceptible  of 
elaboration.  The  only  objection  entitled  to  much 
weight  is  the  distance  of  the  reservoir  lot  from 
the  centre  of  business,  and  this  up  hill.  But  the 
distance  is  short  at  the  worst.  Nobody 
objects  to  the  location  of  Quincy  Market 
on  the  score  of  distance,  which  has  to  be 
travelled  by  a  large  pouulation  every  day. 
The  same  is  true  of"  other  markets.  The  drift 
for  lawyers'  offices  has  latterly  been  away  from 
the  present  court  accommodations.  That  'is,  law- 
yers have  voluntarily  lengthened  their  distance 
from  the  courts  and  county  records.  To  add 
three  minutes  time  required  for  them  or  their 
down-town  clients  to  reach  the  lot  preferred 
would  be  a  mere  trifle,  and  the  ascent  of  the  hill 
would  be  really  an  advantage,  except  to  the  lame 
an  1  lazy.  In  e'very  point  of  view  it  is  incumbent 
on  those  who  prefer  a  different  location  to  over- 
come the  considerations  thus   briefly  suggested." 

The  Herald  again  says— 

"None  of  the  arguments  against  the  reservoir 
site  lor  the  Court  House  hold  water.  With  no  ad- 
vantage on  the  ground  of  economy,  it  would  be 
the  best  site  yet  named  on  account  of  central  po- 
sition, good  air  and  light,  freedom  from  noise 
and  dust,  convenience  to  the  State  House  ana 
Athenaeum,  and  commanding  place  for  a  hand- 
some structure,  together  with  an  exceptionally 
favorable  opportunity  to  bring  both  civil  and 
criminal  courts  under  one  root  without  clashing. 
It  is  the  place  of  all  others  best  fitted  for  the  pur- 
pose in  Boston,  and  by  building  there  the  city 
can  save  at  least  $1,000, 000,  and  secure  safe- 
ty from  fire,  which  would  be  unattainable 
elsewhere.  The  one  single  objection  against  the 
site  is,  that  a  few  lawyers  will  be  obliged  to  walk 
(or  ride)  up  an  easy  ascent  about  1000  feet.  It 
would  do  them  good.  The  most  of  them  need 
more  exercise,  and  would  be  better  lawyers  if 
they  used  their  legs  more.  The  City  Government 
cannot  do  better  than  to  decide  promptly  on  this 
site.  Once  entered  upon,  all  objections  will  be 
silenced  forever." 

The  Herald,  with  its  100,000  daily  subscribers, 
and  probably  300,000  daily  readers,  again  comes  to 
the  trout  and  says— 

"It  is  very  plain  10  us  that  the  reservoir  site  is 


the  true  place  for  the  Court  House  for  every  rea- 
son. Leaving  out  the  question  of  economy  en- 
tirely, the  situation  is  central,  convenient,  elevat- 
ed, quiet  and  wholesome.  A  handsome  building 
there  would  be  an  architectural  ornament  to  the 
city,  conspicuous  in  every  direction.  It  would 
be  secure  against  fire,  convenient  to  the  State 
House  and  Athenaeum.  When,  here  and 
there,  a  lawyer  comes  forward  and  ob- 
jects to  the  location  because  it  is  a  few 
hundred  feet  up  an  easy  grade,  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  only  about  100  lawyers  in  all  try 
cases  io  cAurt,  and  that  halt  cf  these  pay  no 
taxes  in  the  city  or  county.  When  we  come  to 
the  economical  question,  we  find  that  the  Pem- 
berton-square  project  would  take  about  $1,000,000 
worth  out  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  city  and 
entail  an  expense  of  from  §2,000.000  to  $3,000,000. 
The  reservoir-site  plan  woulo  take  about  $200,000 
worth  of  taxable  property,  dispose  of  a  piece  of 
city  real  estate  lor  which  there  is  no  market,  on 
account  of  peculiar  circumstances  which  increase 
its  value  for  a  Court  House,  and  secure  better 
and  safer  accommodations  for  the  courts  at  half 
the  cost.  From  every  point  of  view,  the  reser- 
voir site  is  the  place  to  build  the  new  Court 
House,  and  we  urge  the  Aldei  men  to  consider  it 
well  before  deciding  against  it." 

I  might  quote  a  great  many  other  extracts  from 
the  papers  favorable  to  the  reservoir  location, 
but  I  hope  I  have  given  reasons  enough  to  induce 
the  members  ot  the  Board  to  adopt  the  reservoir 
lot  as  a  substitute  for  the  Pemberton-square 
location  proposed  by  the  committee. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  have  listened  very  atten- 
tively to  the  remarks  of  the  Alderman,  and  have 
come  to  the  conclusion,  after  hearing  them,  that 
he  has  not  touched  upon  the  grass  cost  of  erect- 
ing a  building  on  the  reservoir  site.  A  well- 
known  architect,  Mr.  William  Washburn,  ap- 
peared before  the  committee  some  months  ago 
and  gave  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  taking  this 
reservoir  lot.  1  have  his  figures  here.  The  Alderman 
wis  present  at  the  time  he  made  the  statement. 
Mr.  Wil.iam  Washburn  presented  plans  for  a 
Court  House  on  the  reservoir  site,  and  estimated 
that  the  building  would  cost  $800,000.  To  that 
must  be  added  the  costs  of  the  estates  on  Mt. 
Vsmon  street,  amounting  to  $206,000.  Then  there 
must  be  added  the  valuation  of  the  reservoir  lot, 
$152,160— making  a  total  of  $1,158,160.  Then  allow- 
ing that  a  street  is  carried  through  Pernber- 
ton  square  in  continuation  of  Court  street— which 
everybody  at  the  bearing  thought  would  be  neces- 
sary— at  a  cost  of  $158:000,  and'  the  total  expense 
of  locating  a  Court  House  on  the  reservoir  lot 
will  be  $1,316,16.0,  as  against  Mr.  Bradlee's  esti- 
mate of  $1,135,260  of  the  expense  of  taking  land  and 
building  a  Court  House  on  the  Pemberton-square 
site,  making  a  saving  of  $180,900  as  against 
the  reservoir  lot.  ftowr,  Mr.  Chairman,  there 
seem  to  be  but  two  questions  for  us  to  consider  — 
first,  whether  we  will  avail  ourselves  of  the  au- 
thority given  by  the  statute  and  select  a  site  for 
a  Court  House  befoie  the  first  of  next  December; 
and,  secondly,  where  that  site  shall  be  located.  I 
take  it  that  no  member  of  this  Board  will  be  will- 
ing to  allow  a  cotumission  to  select  this  site  for 
us  and  perhaps  involve  the  city  in  enormous  ex- 
pense; and  that  being  the  case,  I  think  it 
is  desirable  to  act  immediately  upon  the 
subject.  Every  member  is  familiar  with  all 
the  locations  which  have  been  proposed, 
and  has  probably  decided  which  he  will  favor, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  anything  which  can  be 
said  will  change,  an  opinion.  For  myself  I  am 
decidedly  in  favor  of  the  location  recommended 
by  the  c  jmmittee.  My  first  choice  would  be  the 
School-street  location,  but  when  I  consider  the 
great  cost  of  that  site  I  cannot  feel  justified  in 
advocating  it.  I  believe  that  the  committee  have 
chosen  the  next  best  location,  and  that  they  will 
bejsustained  in  their  choice  by  the  opinions  of  all 
who  have  given  the  subject  consideration.  In 
selecting  this  site  my  desire  has  been  to  avoid  a 
mistake  which  has  frequently  been  made  in  the  lo- 
cation of  our  public  building's,  of  building  only  for 
the  present  and  not  recognizinsr  the  fact  that  Bos- 
ton is  constantly  growing  and  that  the  business  of 
the  courts,  as  well  as  all  kinds  of  municipal  busi- 
ness, increases  with  the  growth  of  the  city.  We 
have  had  forcible  illustrations  of  this  want  of 
foresight  in  our  predecessors.  Their  motto  seems 
to  have  been,  "After  us  the  deluge,"  and  it  has 
cost  this  generation  vast  sums  to  remedy  their 
mistakes.  Look  at  the  present  City  Hall.  It 
does  not  begin  to  accommodate  the  mu  - 
nicipal  business,  and  it  is  costing  the  city   $27,000 
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per  annum  for  offices  outside  the  building.  This 
expense  roi^ht  have  been  avoided  j^'those  who 
planned  the  building;  had  only  recognized  the 
fact  that  Boston  was  a  growing  city,  and  had  not 
been  satisfied  with  merely  providing  for  present 
needs.  Now,  sir,  I  feel  that  we  should  not 
make  that  mistake  in  this  case.  We  are 
going  to  erect  a  building  of  importance,  and  it 
should  be  of  a  character  which  will  be  an  orna- 
ment to  the  city ;  it  should  occupy  a  prominent 
position  and  not  be  hidden  away  in  a  back  street 
or  unfrequented  neighborhood,  and  it  should  be 
built  with  a  view  of  accommodating  the  business 
of  the  county  for  many  years  to  come.  I  am  en- 
tirely opposed  to  placing  the  building  on  the  res- 
ervoir lot.  The  reportjsjives  a  number  of  reasons 
why  it  should  not  oe  piaced  there.  I  might  add 
that,  for  one,  I  want  to  see  an  important  ouiloing 
like  the  Court  House  stand  by  itself,  and  not 
be  hidden  behind  the  State  House,  dwarfed 
as  it  would  be  by  comparison,  and  look- 
ing like  an  annex"  to  that  great  building. 
Again,  I  am  opposed  to  placing  it  there  on  ac- 
count of  the  effect  it  will  have  upon  real  estate 
in  this  section  of  the  city  now  generally  occupied 
by  lawyers'  offices.  If  the  Court  House  goes  to 
Mt.  Vernon  street  the  lawyers  must  follow  it.  It 
is  absurd  to  think  of  their  retaining  their  present 
offices,  and  running  up  there  to  attend  the  courts. 
The  distance  is  too  great  and  the  hill  too  fatigu- 
ing to  climb  many  times  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
The  consequence 'would  be  that  a  large  number  of 
valuable  buildings  in  the  vicinity  ot  Court  street, 
Court  square  and  other  localities  frequented  by 
lawyers  would  be  left  tenantless.  J.t  may 
be  said  that  there  would  be  a  demand 
for  offices  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Court 
House,  and  therefore  values  would  appreciate. 
This  is  true  to  a  certain  extent,  but  the  apprecia- 
tion would  not  begin  to  equal  the  depreciation  of 
down-town  property.  If  the  Court  House  is  built 
upon  the  site  recommended  by  the  committee, 
lawyers  will  not  be  disturbed.  The  difference  of 
six  hundred  feet  between  the  present  Court  House 
and  the  new  one  is  so  slight  that  no  one  can 
reasonably  complain.  These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are 
a  few  of  the  reasons  which  influenced  me  in  ar- 
riving at  a  decision,  and  I  feel  confident  that  this 
Board  will  not  err  if  it  indorses  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee  and  selects  the  location  on 
the  westerly  side  of  Pemberton  square. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  as  I  can  say  a 
word  at  this  time  that  I  have  not  already  said 
three  or  four  times  before,  I  believe,  when  this 
subject  has  been  before  us.  When  we  reported, 
some  months  ago,  upon  the  Pembertori-square 
site,  I  had  my  say  at  that  time,  and  I  do  not  know 
as  it  is  necessary  to  repeat  now  what  I  said  then. 
When  this  matter  was  placed  back  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
them  an  opportunity,  and  really  was  a  request 
for  them  to  look  at  other  sites,"  to  see  if  some- 
thing could  not  be  found  better,  or  as  good,  at  a 
great  deal  less  expense.  Some  months  ago  my 
attention  was  called  by  the  City  Architect 
to  the  fact  that  possibly  something  might  be 
done  with  the  old  Court  H-use.  The  two 
corner  lots  of  Court  street  and  Court  square 
were  measured,  and  the  dimensions  given  to  the 
City  Architect,  and  he  has  been  at  work  upon 
that  some  two  or  three  months,  during  all  the 
spare  time  he  could  get.  The  two  corner  lots  are 
for  sale,  and  the  owners  want  to  sell  them.  There 
is  no  trouble  about  buying  them  at  a  fair  price. 
When  the  committee  ascertained  that,  I  felt  quite 
relieved  to  think  that  what  land  we  wanted  could 
be  purchased  without  any  grumbling.  In  covering 
modations.tho  architect  found  that  it  could  be  done 
the  ground  to  give  the  courts  the  necessary  accoin- 
only  by  building  the  building  very  high— some  150 
feet— and  the  body  of  the  building  would  be  twice 
as  high  as  the  one  now  standing  there.  It  was  a 
surprise  to  me  when  I  learned  that  in  order  to 
make  that  site  available,  and  give  the  courts  what 
they  desired  at  the  present  time,  we  had 
to  run  the  building  so  high.  Of  course  the  incon- 
venience of  the  height  would  be  obviated  largely 
by  elevators.  But  you  all  know  there  are  times 
when  the  Court  House  is  so  crowded  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  carry  the  people  up  and 
down  in  the  elevators  at  that  extreme  height, 
though  it  might  be  done.  But  lor  all  that,  we 
looked  it  over  and  gave  a  hearing.  Wo  had  be- 
fore us  the  lawyers  and  the  City  Solicitor.  AVe 
found  objections  we  had  not  discovered  until  we 
cou-ultecl  the  City  Solicitor's  Department.  In 
the  first  place,  we  knew  we  would  have  to  throw 
anarch  over  the  farther  end  of  Court  square  mi 


each  corner,  to  do  which  we  found  that  we  would 
have  to  discontinue  the  use  of  Court  square  for 
vehicles.  That,  of  course,  would  entail  heavy 
damages.  I  will  say  right  here  that  every  lawjer 
we  consulted,  without  an  exception,  insisted  that 
if  we  put  the  Court  House  here,  the  use  of  this 
street  for  vehicles  must  be  stopped,  that  gate- 
ways must  be  put  in  Court  street  to  stop  ali  vehi- 
cles from  coming  in  on  account  of  the  noise.  You 
all  know  that  noise  is  a  great  deal  more  distress- 
ing in  a  narrow  street  thaa  in  a  wine  one.  It  was 
conceded  by  all  that  if  we  came  here  we  must  use 
the  whole  ground.  Now  the  question  is,  How  much 
damages  would  you  have  to  pay  the  Boston  Muse- 
um estate,  the  Sherman  House  estate  and  the 
other  estates  abutting  on  Court  square  ?  In  fact, 
we  would  have  to  go  farther,  even  into  Williams 
court,  on  account  of  everybody  having  rights 
in  that  street  at  the  present  time."  We  would  shut 
out  everybody  who  has  rights  then,  and  they 
would  all  expect  damages,  and  the  chances  are 
that  those  damages  would  be  very  large;  how 
large  of  course  we  could  not  tell,  but  perhaps  one 
or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  impedi- 
ment, which  sprung  tip  all  at  once,  quite  stag- 
gered the  committee.  The  committee  felt  confident 
they  h  id  secured  a  place  where  the  Court  House 
could  be  built  much  cheaper  than  anywhere  else, 
the  city  owning  a  portion  of  the  land.  But  after 
looking  this  plan  all  over,  and  having  the  City 
Architect  before  us,  we  dropped  it,  because  we 
were  satisfied  it  was  going  to  cost  much  more 
than  the  other  site,  and  we  were  going  to  lose  the 
old  Court  House  in  the  bargain,  and  it  is  worth  a 
good  deal.  I  will  say  that  without  an  exception 
the  lawyers  who  have  the  most  interest  in  this 
matter  were  opposed  to  this  movement  unless  we 
could  fence  in  Court  square— or  rather  I  will  not 
say  without  an  exception,  but  as  a  general  thing 
tuey  all  opposed  laying  out  any  money  on  this  old 
Court  House.  The  city  owns  six  or  seven  feet  en 
each  side  of  the  Court  House,  and  a  little  on 
the  e^d.  It  may  be  widened  if  it.  is  neces- 
sary, though  the  present  court  rooms  are  wide 
enough.  The  building  is  wide  enough  for  one  wing 
for  the  court  rooms.  "~  We  might  gain  some  thirty 
to  thirty-six  feet  on  Court  street  and  enlarge  it. 
But  when  it,  i-;  the  universally  expressed  opinion 
of  the  lawyers  to  let  the  old  Court  House  alone,  or 
build  anew,  1  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  are  not  far  out  of  the  way,  after  looking  it 
over  carefully.  I  am  very  sorry  we  could  not  ac- 
commodate ourselves  here.  No  man  at,  this  Board 
regrets  the  necessity  for  this  Court  House  more 
than  I  do.  No  man  regrets  that  sou"e  money 
must  be  expended  on  a  Court  House,  in  the 
poverty  of  the  city  at  the  present  time.  All  that 
has  been  considered  by  the  committee,  as  have 
also  the  newspaper  squibs,  or  whatever  you  please 
to  call  them,  that  the  Alderman  has  read.  The 
committee  have  read  them  too.  We  have  looked 
them  over  very  carefully.  We  are  as  familiar 
with  them  as  the  Alderman  is.  But  upon  our  votes 
rests  the  responsibility  for  the  expenditure  for  a 
new  Court  House  site.  If  we  make  a  mistake,  no- 
body is  responsible  for  it  but  ourselves.  If  we 
do  not  make  a  mistake  everybody  will  say  we  did 
just  right,  and  the  men  who  wrote  these  newspa- 
per articles  will  dropout  of  sight.  You  don't 
know  wlio  tr.ey  are.  We  have  got  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility without  regard  to  anybody  else.  That 
we  know.  All  the  points  the  Alderman  brought 
before  us  have  been  considered  by  the  committee. 
He  must  n't  think  he  has  brought  anything  before 
us  which  has  not  been  considered  by  the  commit- 
tee, for  eveiy  item  he  has  presented  today  has 
been  well  and  fairly  considered.  There  is  no  mis- 
take but  that  a  building  on  the  reservoir  site  will 
cost  more  than  one  on  the  Pemberton-square 
site.  Every  architect  of  ability  agrees  to 
that.  Our  "  present  City  Architect'  says  it 
will,  and  I  think  his  opinion  is  about  as 
good  as  the  average.  In  the  first  place,  to 
build  on  the  reservoir  site,  you  must  get  rid  of 
the  stone.  I  doubt  if  a  man 'can  be  found  in  the 
city  of  Boston  who  would  take  this  stone  away 
if  we  should  give  it  to  him.  We  haveja  builder 
on  the  committee  who  will  tell  us  he  would  not 
take  this  stone  if  we  would  give  it  to  him.  I  do 
not  think  anybody  else  would.  The  only  possi- 
bility of  getting  rid  of  it  would  be  to  put  it  down 
upon  what  is  called  the  Charles  Unci  embank- 
ment. Then  the  land  COUld  be  sold,  and  no  doubt 
would  bring  a  tolerably  good  price.  Then  as  to 
building  on  Mt.  Yet  lion  Street:  the  people  who 
live  in  those  houses  are  as  ti  naeious  to  stay  there 
as  anybody  else.  They  have  been  hetorc  I  lie  com- 
mittee and  say  they  don't  want  to   sell,  and  wan 
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to  stay  there.  Some  of  the  estates  on  Somerset 
street  are  in  the  same  way.  Many  owners  are 
willing-  to  sell  at  the  assessed  valuation,  or  at 
a  valuation  fixed  by  any  three  disinterested 
men,  who  will  say  what  it  is  worth.  In  re- 
gard to  real  estate  selling  at  less  than  the  valua- 
tion, and  thereby  bringing  the  estimate  down  to 
$160,000  or  thereabouts,  I  will  call  the  Alderman's 
attention  to  the  fact  that  a  building  on  Somerset 
street  has  been  recenily  sold  for  about  two-thirds 
of  what  it  is  taxed  for;  but  is  that  any  sign  that 
you  can  buy  any  other  land  lor  less  than  its  tax- 
able valuation  ?  I  do  not  think  it  is  worth  taking 
into  account.  There  is  no  question  but  that  a 
better  and  more  convenient  building  can  be  erect- 
ed on  the  west  side  of  Pemherton  square  than  in 
any  other  place  in  the  city  which  has  been  sug- 
gested for  a  Court  House  site.  1  is  light  and 
airy,  as  the  Alderman  suggested,  no  trouble  about 
drainage,  and  noiseless,  as  compared  with  any 
other  site.  Speaking  of  the  site  over  here  iii 
School  street,  if  a  Court  House  is  built  there,  we 
have  got  to  cut  streets  through;  and  when  you 
open  streets  in  this  portion  of  the  city  then 
comes  the  noise,  and  that  is  one  of  the  great 
items  for  the  convenience  or  pleasure,  as  you 
might  say,  of  the  lawyers,  in  desiring  to  get  out 
of  Court  square.  It  was  stated  before  the  com- 
mittee, the  other  clay,  that  a  clay  or  two  before 
that,  while  a  case  was  being  tried  in  court,  the 
noise  was  so  great  that  the  judge  had  to  ask  the 
w:tness  to  come  out  and  sit  on  a  chair  before 
him,  so  that  he  could  hear  her  testimony.  Those 
are  the  reports  we  get  from  the  present  Court 
House  all  the  time.  The  Legislature  —  whether 
wisely  or  not,  we  have  not  the  right  to  question 
here — have  given  to  this  Board  of  Aldermen  an 
opportunity"  to  select  a  site,  if  done  before  the 
first  day  of  December.  If  we  don't  do  it,  then 
the  courts  are  authorized  to  do  it,  and  I  don't 
know  but  they  are  compelled  to.  I  do  not  know 
exactly  how  the  law  read?,  but  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  in  an  argument  the  other  day, 
held  that  the  law  reads  that  they  are  to  do  it. 
Whether  they  are  compelled  to  do  it  or 
not,  I  have  no  doubt  they  will.  I  believe  the 
judges  and  the  courts  have  become  so  thoroughly 
tired  and  disgusted  with  this  Court  House  that 
the  moment  we  drop  it  out  of  our  hands  they  will 
take  it  up  and  carry  it  through.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  want  to  see  that  dune.  Many  men 
have  said  to  me,  "Why  don't  you  let  the  thing  go 
there?  You  will  get  cursed  by  either  side.  You 
will  find  that  people  will  curse  you  whether  you 
do  one  thing  or  the  other."  Now,  I  am  willing  to 
take  this  bull  by  the  horns,  and  vote  to  select  a 
site.  I  want  this  Board  to  select  a  site  for  a 
building.  Of  course,  the  building  is  an  after 
consideration.  I  believe  this  site  on  the  west 
side  of  Peniberton  square  can  be  purchased  as 
cheaply  as  any  other.  We  have  gone  over  the 
whole  ground,  and  carefully  considered  every 
question.  We  have  not  been  idle  all  this  time, 
but  have  clone  our  level  best  to  bring- 
before  this  Board  the  best  and  cheapest 
scheme  for  the  present  and  the  future.  Some 
time  this  summer  I  asked  a  member  of  the  bar  if 
he  could  tell  me  the  probable  number  of  people 
who  visited  the  Court  House  daily.  The  reply 
was,  "I  cannot  tell  you  now,  but  I  will  take  a  lit- 
tle notice  of  it,  and  try  and  !et  you  know  in  a  few 
days."  The  result  was  that  from  four  to  six 
thousand  people  visit  the  Court  House  every  day 
either  from  curiosity  or  compulsion,  and  on  some 
special  occasions  many  more.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  think  it  is  hardly  fair  to  put  this 
Court  House  so  far  away  from' the  business  por- 
tion of  the  city  and  from  the  people  who  are 
obliged  to  do  business  in  the  courts.  It  is  not 
only  far  up  the  hill,  but  it  is  a  hard  hill  to  climb. 
I  lived  on  that  hill  some  years,  and  was  glad  to 
get  away.  My  friend,  the  Alderman  on  my  right, 
has  moved  up  there  recently,  ana  I  think  he  will 
find  it  is  almost  impossible  to  climb  up  those  side- 
walks in  wioter  without  calk  heels.  I  have  seen 
it  so  many  times.  We  cannot  cut  the  hill 
down.  Of  course  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
go  to  the  State  House  in  the  winter  season,  and 
do  not  find  fault  with  that;  but  they  go  there 
voluntarily.  I  think  it  will  be  a  real  hardship  to 
the  people  to  build  this  Court  House  up  there, 
and  compel  people  to  climb  that  hill.  I  think 
that  ought  to  b  considered.  So  far  as  changing 
the  character  of  the  hill  is  concerned,  that  is  an- 
other thing  which  it  is  well  to  consider.  It  is  n't 
two  hours  since  a  gentleman  living  on  that  hill 
said  to  me,  "For  Ood's  sake,  do  not  put  this 
Court    House  on  the  reservoir  lot!  if  you  do.  you 


virtually  destroy  that  hill  for  residences.  Every- 
body knowsiiwhat  the  courts  have  about  them. 
It  is  often  c!ie  worst  class  of  the  community,  and 
locating  a  Court  House  there  will  carry  that  class 
of  people  on  the  hill."  We  are  all  liable  to  at- 
tend the  courts  in  one  capacity  or  another, 
and  I  believe  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
who  live  on  that  hill,  in  Beacon  street 
and  in  that  vicinity,  are,  not  to  carry 
the  Court  H'  use  up  there,  and  that  it 
will  destroy  more  property  than  you  will  by  going 
somewhere  rhe.  I  have  been  four  years  studying 
this  subject  of  anew  Court  House.  It  is  four 
years  since  I  came  here,  and  it  has  been  the  al- 
most constant  study  of  the  Board  what  to  do  to 
satisfy  the  people  and  ourselves.  But  I  am  going 
to  vote  for  the  west  side  of  Pemherton  square  up- 
on my  convictions  that  it  is  the  best  place  to 
build  a  Court  House,  if  we  are  going  to  build  one 
at  all.  if  we  do  not  select  a  site  I  think  the 
courts  will  do  it  themselves. 

Alderman  Caton— 1  propose  to  say  but  very  lit- 
tle on  this  subject.  The  Alderman  wno  first 
spoke  made  an  exhaustive  argument.  I  look  at  it 
in  a  practical,  business-like  way.  I  would  like  to 
have  the  building  of  a  O  urt  House  postponed.  I 
feel  the  weight  of  the  increased  taxation  every 
year;  and  if  I  could  shift  the  responsibility  I  would 
be  glad  to  have  the  courts  decide  upon  the  site. 
But  inasmuch  as  I  have  been  placed  here,  I  must 
act  according  to  my  best  judgment  of  what  is 
for  the  best  interest  of  the  city.  I  have  given  the 
subject  that  careful  attention  which  I  think 
every  member  ought  to  give  it.  Ihave  been  look- 
ing at  it  earnestly as  a  member  of  the  committee, 
and  taking  everything  into  consideration  I  be- 
lieve there  is  only  one'  place  for  a  Court  House, 
and  that  is  the  west  side  of  Pembei  tou  square. 
I  consider  the  location  of  the  reservoir  lot  one- 
sided, out  of  the  way,  and  the  most  expensive. 
In  the  first  place,  if '  the  Court  House  is  built  on 
the  reservoir  site,  that  great  "elephant"  which 
now  stands  there  must  bedisposed  of.  The  alder- 
man who  first  spoke  says  that  the  stone  is  worth 
$75,000.  I  guarantee  there  is  n't  a  contractor  in 
Boston  who  would  lake  that  reservoir  down  and 
cart  the  stone  away  for  it.  The  stone  would 
have  to  be  taken  down  and  cut  into 
proper  dimensions  for  the  foundation  of 
the  new  Court  House.  I  do  not  believe 
any  contractor  in  the  city  would  take 
that  stone  as  a  gift,  if  he  had  to  take  it  clown  and 
carry  it  away.  I  certainly  should  not.  1  contend 
that  jou  can  buy  Kockpoit  granite  for  considera- 
bly less  than  it  would  cost  to  take  down  the  old 
stone,  clean  it,  cart  it  away  and  cart  it  back 
again.  Of  course  nobody  expects  that  stone  is  to 
be  used  in  the  body  of  the  building.  I  was  in 
hopes  we  might  get  out  ot  this  dilemma  by  build- 
ing on  the  old  Court  House  site.  Until  quite 
lately  I  thought  we  had  solved  the  problem.  Of 
course  it  is  a  great  responsibility  for  any  man  to 
have.  If  a  man  acts  according  to  his  best  con- 
victions, he  is  not  going  to  give  satisfaction.  As 
the  Alderman  has  said,  you  are  bound  to  dis- 
please somebody,  if  you  vote  for  either  place.  I 
do  not  think  those  newspaper  articles  are  all  edi- 
torials. Perhaps  they  may  be.  But  I  know  from 
experience  that  people  who  are  real  estate  owners, 
who  are  much  interested  in  the  location  of  a  Court 
House  or  any  public  building,  sometimes  have 
a  selfish  interest;  and  that  has  found  ex- 
pression through  the  newspapers,  and  very  often 
editors  of  newspapers  do  not  hold  themselves 
responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed  in  that 
way;  at  any  rate,  it  results  contrary  to  what  they 
advocate.  Very  often  it  has  been  the  case  that 
the  editor  disclaims  anything  of  the  kind,  and 
says  it  is  not  his  idea.  As  I  said  before,  I  would 
like  to  get  rid  of  this  responsibility;  but  being 
here  I  do  not  propose  to  shirk  it  at  all.  I  shall 
record  my  vote  for  taking  the  west  side  of  Pem- 
herton square,  and  leave  it  to  the  future  to  show 
whether  I  was  right  or  wrong.  I  shall  act  accord- 
ing to  my  honest  convictions,  and  that  is  all  any 
man  can  do. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  do  not  propose  to  have 
much  to  say  upon  this  subject.  I  have  listened 
to  the  able  arguments  made  on  both  sides  of  the 
question  this  evening,  and  would  simply  state 
that  during  the  past  two  years  I  have  had  quite  a 
number  of  interviews  with  various  members  of 
the  bar,  some  of  them  very  eminent  men  in 
their  profession.  A  majority  of  those  men  told 
me  we  do  not  need  a  new  Court  House,  that  the 
present  Court  House  answers  all  purposes,  that 
the  court  business  has  been  diminishing  for  sev- 
eral years  past,  that  there  is  not  the    amount  of 
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court  business  there  was  many  years  before 
and  tbat  they  can  get  along  very  well  with  the 
present  accommodations.  The  general  expres- 
sion seemed  to  be  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  have 
a  larger  Court  House  than  we  have  now.  The 
Legislature  have  passed  an  act  requiring  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  take  a  site  for  a 
Court  House  within  a  given  time,  or  the 
Supreme  Court  will  have  that  power.  As 
we  are  obliged  to  take  land  tor  a  Court  House,  I 
believe  the  most  economical  course  to  pursue 
is  to  tase  the  reservoir  site.  The  city  owns  a 
large  part  of  the  land  there,  and  that  site  will  be 
the  least  expensive,  and  by  taking  it  we  will  re- 
lieve ourselves  if  this  embarrassment,  and  after 
it  is  taken  I  think  all  this  hue  and  cry  about  a 
new  Court  House  will  soon  die  away.  A  great 
many  members  of  the  bar  who  now  think  we 
need  a  new  Court  House  will,  in  my  opinion,  be 
satisfied  with  the  old  one.  Here  is  a  large  ex- 
pense to  be  incurred;  we  all  know  what  the  re- 
sult will  be.  WheD  we  start  out  for  a  new  build- 
ing, we  know  the  actual  expense  always  exceeds 
the  estimated  cost.  I  do  not  think  the  city  is  in 
a  condition  at  the  present  time  to  entertain  such 
an  extravagant  proposition.  I  do  not  think  the 
Pemberton  -  square  Court  House  could  be 
built  tor  less  than  two  millions  —  per- 
haps three.  I  think  the  great  cry  for 
a  new  Court  House  would  soon  subside  if  we 
should  decide  to  take  the  reservoir  lot.  We  can 
take  that  site,  comply  with  the  law,  and  let  it 
rest  there.  I  am  willing  to  record  my  vote  upon 
that  and  trust  to  consequences. 

Alderman  Fiynn— 1  would  ask  the  gentleman  if 
he  believes  the  city  can  take  evei.  thar.  lot  of  land 
without  paying  for  it.  He  says  the  city  owns  it. 
Does  he  believe  the  city  can  take  it  for  court  pur- 
poses and  pay  nothing  for  it  ? 

Alderman  Tucker— They  will  have  to  pay  for  the 
land  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  and,  it  being  the  city's 
property,  they  will  have  ample  time  to  convert  it 
into  some  other  use.  We  know  that  city  land 
does  not  sell  well.  The  lot  near  the  Provi- 
dence depot  sold  for  very  much  less  than  its 
assessed  value,  as  did  also  some  land  on 
Beach  street  that  the  city  owned.  I  think 
that  if  you  should  advertise  the  reservoir 
site,  you  would  have  great  difficulty  in  selling  it. 
The  easiest  way  to  get  out  of  the  dilemma,  ac- 
cording to  my  notion,  is  the  way  I  have  sug- 
gested. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  understand  that  if  this  lot 
is  taken,  the  city  will  have  to  borrow  the  money 
to  pay  for  it,  just  the  same  as  though  we  took  the 
Pemberton-square  site.  The  money  borrowed  for 
that  would  go  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  water 
debt.  But  jou  will  have  to  borrow  the  money 
and  pay  for"  the  reservoir  lot  just  the  same  as  if 
you  took  the  land  on  Pemberton  square. 

Alderman  O'Brien — juven  if  you  do  have  to  bor- 
row the  money  to  buy  the  reservoir  site,  the  money 
is  going  out  of  one  pocket  into  the  other.  It  will 
reduce  our  water  debt,  and  everybody  is  as 
much  interested  in  reducing  our  water  debt  as  any 
other  debt.  Even  if  we  are  compelled  to  pay  for 
this  property  it  is  merely  taking  money  out  of  one 
pocket  and  patting  it  into  another.  Now,  in  re- 
lation to  the  $75,000  valuation  of  the  stone  on  the 
reservoir  lot.  1  make  that  statement  on  the  au- 
thority of  an  old  and  distinguished  architect,  Mr. 
Washburn.  Those  are  his  figures.  He  told  me  he 
went  up  thare  Jday  after  day  with  the  late  Na- 
thaniel Adams,  one  of  the  best  builders  in  Bos- 
ton, and  after  looking  over  the  matter  day  alter 
day,  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  stone 
was  worth  $75,000  for  the  purposes  of  a  new  Court 
House.  That  statement  is  based  on  the  estimate 
of  Mr.  Washburn.  He  made  that  statemeut  be- 
fore the  committee  and  they  understand  it.  Mr. 
■Washburn  was  accompanied  by  the  late  Nathaniel 
Adams.  In  voting  on  this  question,  the  members 
of  the  Board  ought  to  keep  before  them  only  one 
fact.  VVe  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  widening 
of  streets.  If  a  new  Court  House  is  built  on 
the  reservoir  lot,  there  is  ample  street  room  sur- 
rounding it.  Don't  connect  this  question  with  the 
widening  of  streets,  or  with  the  layine  out  of  a 
r.ew  street  leading  up  to  the  front  ot  this  new 
Court  House  on  the  reservoir  lot.  They  say  the 
splendid  Court  House  you  propose  to  Vrect  on 
Pemberton  square  will  be  shut  in  u.iless  the  brick 
blocks  now  fronting  on  Scollay  square  are  re- 
moved and  that  square  is  made  an  open  entrance 
to  the  Court  House  you  propose  to  build.  Vmi 
might  as  well  introduce  that,  into  this  discussion 
as  to  introduce  the  question  of  a  new  street  to 
the  reservoir  lot.     It  has  nothing    to    do   with  it. 


The  only  question  is,  whether  we  shall  vote  to 
spend  $196,000  or  $652,000,  and  the  difference  is 
$456,000.  'There  is  scarcely  an  architect  in  the 
city  but  will  say  the  expense  of  building  on  one 
site  will  be  just  as  costly  as  on  the  other— that 
the  site  would  n't  make  the  least  dinerence.  But 
tbat  is  an  after-consideration,  and  it  is  no  use 
to  talk  about  it  how.  Some  other  committee 
on  county  buildings,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years  will  have  to  take  that  matter  into  con- 
sideration, and  it  will  depend  upon  them  and  the 
City  Council  of  that  year  how  expensive  a  build- 
ing shall  be  erected  on  that  site.  The  question 
before  us  now  is  the  expenditure  ot  $106,000  or 
$652,000;  and  I  say,  at  the  present  rate  of  taxa- 
tion, and  the  probably  high  rate  for  some  years 
to  come,  we  ought  to  vote  to  spend  $196,000  in- 
stead of  $652,000. 

Alderman  Caton— In  commuting  the  value  of  the 
stone  on  the  reservoir  site,  there  is  another  thing 
to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  that  is  the 
value  of  the  bricks  on  the  Pemberton-square  site. 
There  are  some  7,000,000 of  bricks, which  are  worth 
say  half  price.  It  is  only  fair  to  mention  the  fact 
that  there  art  7,000,000  of  bricks  which  can  be  put 
into  the  Court  House  on  the  Pemberton-square 
site. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  might  also  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  there  are  seven  tine  buildings  on 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  in  which  there  are  millions  of 
bricks.  But  I  made  no  account  of  the  bricks  in 
them  or  in  the  buildings  on  Pemberton  squai'e. 
There  are  also  millions  of  bricks  on  the  reservoir 
site  that  can  be  utilized. 

Alderman  Caton — The  bricks  in  the  reservoir  lot 
are  laid  in  hydraulic  cement,  and  you  could  not 
separate  them  without  breaking  them  to  pieces. 

Alderman  Flynn— The  Alderman  opposite  is 
very  desirous  that  the  Board  should  be  very  care- 
ful how  they  make  this  appropriation,  on  account 
of  the  poor  taxpayers,  and  snys  the  rate  of  taxa- 
tion tor  the  next  year  or  two  is  going  to  be  a 
great  deal  higher  than  it  has  been.  It  is  very 
well  known  that  a  more  earnest  advocate  of 
parks  does  n't  sit  here  than  he,  and  he  favors 
rueasuies  that  can  be  accomplished  only 
at  an  expense  of  $700,000  or  $800,000.  If  that 
matter  were  to  come  up  today  he  would  urge 
every  member  of  the  Board  to  vote  for  it  at  the 
expense  of  the  taxpayers.  But  here  is  a  matter 
which  is  imperative.  As  I  said,  personally  I 
would  like  to  get  out  of  voting  on  this  subject.  I 
am  free  to  say  that.  I  wish  the  matter  had  n't 
taken  the  turn  it  did  in  the  Legislature.  But  now 
it  is  heie,  I  am  willing  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  voting  for  this  measure.  But  I  only  appeal  to 
the  members  of  the  Board  in  relation  to  the 
points  made  by  the  Alderman  as  to  the  poor  tax- 
payers going  to  bs  assessed  for  this  Court  House, 
while  he  will  advocate  a  project  before  the  other 
branch  to  take  land  for  a  park  at  a  cost  of  eight 
or  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Alaernian  O'Brien -One  word  in  answer  to  the 
gentleman.  I  am  an  advocate  of  parks.  I  am 
free  to  confess  it.  I  have  always  advocated  them, 
and  will  whenever  such  measures  come  up.  But 
the  gentleman  himself  is  also  an  advocate  of  parks, 
and  at  the  same  time  an  advocate  of  an  expen- 
sive Court  House.  Now,  if  I  might  say  one  word 
in  explanation  ot  this  large  scheme  for  parks 
that  is  talked  about  in  the  other  branch;  1  will 
give  you  my  idea  about  that  in  two  or  three  words. 
1  believe  tliat  entire  property  could  be  purchased 
today  lor  between  $600,000  and  $700,000.  The  in- 
terest on  $600,000  or  $700,000  would  be  $28,000  a 
year.  There  is  $158,000  worth  of  good  dwelling 
houses  on  that  property.  I  would  have  the  city 
purchase  that  property  and  rent  those  dwelling 
houses  tor  the  best  rent  it  could  obtain  tor  them, 
and  invite  the  citiz-ns  of  Boston  to  go  there,  one 
and  all,  and  fn.ve  their  picnics  and  pleasure  par- 
ties. 

Alderman  Slade— I  would  ask  what  parks  have 
got  to  do  with  this  question  ?  lam  very  sorry  it 
has  come  here. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  am  just  answering  the 
remarks  ot  the  gentlemen.  I  would  not  spend  a 
dollar  for  fences  or  improvements  m  any  shape. 
That  is  my  idea  of  making  a  great  expenditure 
for  parks.  After  that  it  is  only  an  expenditure 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  the  City 
would  secure  a  vast  tract  of  land  tor  park  pur- 
poses in  what  is  its  geographical  centre. 

Alderman  Whitten—  I  do  not  suppose  I  can  add 
anything  to  what  lias  been  said.  Every  one  here 
has  undoubtedly  made  up  his  mind  just,  hew  he 
is  going  to  vote,  and  I  simply  wish  to  put  myseli 
upon  record.     I   should   be  glad  to  sustain  'til 
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committee,  for  I  believe  in  sustaining  committees 
as  a  rule.  But  this  seems  to  be  a  little  different 
case  from  what  we  usually  have.  I  admit  that 
Pemberton  square  is  the  ideal  site  for  a  Court 
House,  and  such  a  building  there  would 
he  handsome  to  look  at.  But  my  ob- 
jections to  it  are  that  it  wipes  out  a  large 
amount  of  taxable  property,  and  when  you  say 
$652,000,  you  do  not  know  that  you  cau  get  it  for 
that.  Such  i  roperty,  covered  with  buildings 
and  let  for  lawyers'  offices,  is  considered  very 
valuable.  '1  he  leases  are  very  valuable — at  least, 
they  always  become  so  when  the  cny  wants  the 
property.  You  cannot  tell  anything' about  what 
it  is  going  to  cost.  I  believe  in  taking  the  reser- 
voir site,  and  then  if  it  is  so  very  objectionable, 
for  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  we  can 
cover  the  land  the  city  now  owes  with  a  building 
with  modern  improvements,  which  I  think  will 
answer  the  purpose  for  the  next  ten  or  twelve 
years.  I  think  the  noise  could  be  very  much  les- 
sened. I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  the  Alderman, 
who  once  lived  on  the  hili,  express  himself  as  he 
did.  I  suppose  it  was  a  great  many  years  ago. 
There  have  been  many  reforms  since  then, 
and  undoubtedly  people  do  not  have  the 
difficulty  in  getting  up  the  hill  now  that  they 
did  then.  The  Alderman  on  his  right  will  sub- 
stantiate the  idea  that  it  is  easier  to  get  up  there 
now  than  it  used  to  be.  I  do  not  believe  that 
five  or  six  thousand  people  have  business  in  the 
courts  every  day.  Many  who  go  there  are  of  an 
idle  class  who'  have  nothing  else  to  do.  If  the 
Court  House  were  a  little  more  difficult  to  get  to 
perhaps  they  would  not  go  there  so  much.  That 
is  all  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject.  I  shall  vote 
against  the  Pemberton-square  site. 

Alderman  Woolley— This  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant questions  that  will  come  before  this 
Board,  but  I  must  say  I  am  not  prepared  to  make 
any  extended  remarks,  and  if  i  had  prepared  my- 
self I  do  not  feel  able  to  go  into  any  lengthy  argu- 
ment. The  position  I  took  early  in  the  season,  in 
regard  to  the  location  of  a  Court  House, 
was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  reser- 
voir lot.  I  have  had  occasion  since  the 
matter  came  up,  perhaps  not  to  alter  my  mind, 
but  still  I  have  seen  a  great  many  reasons  why 
the  reservoir  lot  is  noj  a  proper  nlace  for  a 
Court  House  1  do  not  believe  with"  the  Alder, 
man  opposite  in  regal  dj  to  the  comments  of  the 
press.  I  believe  the  press  expresses  the  opinions 
of  the  people,  and  that  the  people  speak  through 
the  press  to  a  great  extent,  although  1  do  not  be- 
lieve that,  at  all  times  the  press  do  have  things 
just  right.  But  I  believe  we  do  get  an  expression 
from  the  people  through  the  press.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, my  duty  here  is  to  act  for  the  best  interest 
Of  the  people.  A  majority  of  the  people  sent  me 
and  my  associates  here,  and  it  is  foi  me  to  act 
according  to  the  best  dictates  of  my  conscience 
as  to  what  I  think  is  the  will  of  the  majority  of 
the  people,  and  not  to  follow  out  my  own  selfish 
ideas  and  whims.  This  is  a  matter  which  should 
have  due  consideration.  Being  pressed  with 
business,  like  other  members  of  (he  Board, 
at  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  perhaps  I  have  not 
given  it  that  thought  which  I  should,  and  I  must 
say  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  today. 

I  understand  it  is  not  necessary  for  this  matter 
to  be  passed  upon  today,  although  this  is  a  special 
meeting  to  consider  the  subject.  I  understand 
we  have  until  the  first  of  December,  which  will 
not  be  until  next  Tuesday,  and  I  am  in  hopes  it 
will  be  laid  over  until  next  Monday,  so  that  we 
may  one  and  all  give  it  a  little  more  considera- 
tion. If  this  matter  is  forced  to  a  vote  today,  I 
might  feel  it  mv  duty  to  vote  with  the  committee. 
We  have  had  an  able  committee,  selected  by  the 
Chairman  of  this  Board,  to  consider  this  subject, 
and  thev  have  carefully  considered  it  and  report- 
ed to  the  Board.  This  is  the  second  report 
they  have  made,  and  it  is  unanimous.  Of 
course,  Mr.  Chairman,  those  gentlemen  have 
given  this  matter  more  thought,  and  looked 
into  it  more  deeply,  than  other  members  of 
the  Board  not  on  that  committee,  and  I  myself 
am  governed  to  a  considerable  extent  by  their 
report.  But  still  there  are  other  things  beyond 
the  committee's  report  which  should  be  consid- 
ered. We  are  here  to  consider  a  great  many  dif- 
ferent points  in  regard  to  the  running  of  this 
Government,  it  is  our  duty  to  keep  the  taxes  as 
low  as  possible.  But  still  it  is  our  duty  to  give  to 
the  people,  to  the  judges  of  the  courts  and  to  the 
sjvenl  commissions  sufficient  facilities  to  carry 
on  their  business:  and,  as  I  said  before,  Mr. 
Chairman,  this  is  a  matter  which  I  should  like  to 


consider  further,  and  if  it  is  in  order.  I  would 
move  that  the  order  be  laid  upon  the  table  until 
the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Caton — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  The  time  which  the  Alderman  will  have 
to  give  it  consideration  will  be  so  short  that  it 
will  be  almost  irnvossible  to  get  any  more  light 
on  the  subject.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  at  this 
late  hour  the  Board  should  take  some  action  and 
decide  the  question  one  way  or  the  other.  I  hope 
the  Alderman  will  withdraw  the  motion.  After 
considering  it  five  or  six  months  I  have  found 
the  subject  almost  inexhaustible. 

Alderman  Viles— I  hope  the  motion  of  the  Al- 
derman will  prevail.  It  any  Alderman  at  this 
Board  asks  for  more  time  to  deliberate  on  this 
question,!  hope  he  will  have  the  privilege.  My 
mind  is  made  up  how  1  shall  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion. It  is  the  most  nnportaut  question  that  has 
come  before  this  Board  since  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber. The  eyes  of  the  citizens  and  taxpayers  are 
upon  us  at  this  time.  They  are  watching  every 
move.  When  our  taxes  are  §15  20  on 
.$1000,  it  behooves  us  to  stop  and  think  before  we 
vote  to  increase  them.  1  cannot  vote  to  wipe  out 
three-quarters  of  a  million  dollars  of  taxable 
property  in  the  heart  of  the  city  when  we  have 
the  reservoir  lot  which  can  be  utilized  for  a  Court 
House.  If  I  could  have  my  way  I  would  take  the 
reservoir  lot  alone,  and  leave  the  responsibility 
with  the  Legislature.  I  would  vote  to  build  a  new 
Court  House  with  all  modern  improvements  on 
the  old  site,  for  I  believe  that  would  satisfy  the 
people  for  the  next  twenty  years.  By  taking  the 
reservoir  lot  we  can  satisfy  the  people  and  com- 
ply with  the  law.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the  Alder- 
man will  prevail,  for  I  think  he  is  entitled  to  all 
the  time  he  desires  to  look  into  this  matter. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  came  into  this  Board  late 
in  the  season,  so  that  other  members  have  had 
more  opportunity  to  look  into  this  matter  than  I 
have.  But  the  Alderman  who  has  just  sat  down 
has  expressed  my  views  exactly.  I  should  judge 
from  the  remarks  of  members,  today,  that  the 
Board  is  forced  into  such  a  position  that  it  must 
act  either  one  wayor  the  other.  I  have  not  heard 
one  member  say  he  is  satisfied  with  the  position 
in  which  matters  stand.  My  idea  is  that  if  we 
are  forced  into  a  position  where  we  have  got  to 
act,  we  must  act  according  to  our  best  judgment. 
Now;  if  the  taking  of  the  reservoir  site  will  cover 
this  act,  and  take  us  out  of  the  place  we  are 
forced  into,  and  we  can  take  nothing  except  just 
the  bare  site  of  the  reservoir  itself,  I  should  fa- 
vor it.  I  was  in  hopes  the  committee  would  re- 
port in  favor  of  repairing  the  old  Court  House. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  lawyers  say- 
ing the  present  site  does  not  answer,  and  all  that; 
but  I  must  say  that  a  majority  of  the  lawyers  who 
have  spoken  to  me  have  said' the  old  Court  House 
can  be  repaired  and  made  sufficient  for  the  needs 
of  the  county  for  twenty  years.  More  than  that, 
all  the  gentlemen  employed  there  say  the  same 
thing.  It  is  perfectly  absurd  to  say  it  cannot  be 
repaired.  But  this  committee  have  taken  it  into 
consideration,  and  have  decided  it  is  inexpedient 
to  repair  the  present  Court  House.  1  may  be 
wrong,  but  it  appears  to  be  right,  from  what  lit- 
tle consideration  I  have  been  able  to  give  it.  But 
if  we  have  got  to  vote  for  one  site  or  the  other,  I 
shall  v>)te  to  take  this  reservoir  site  and  its  sur- 
roundings, and  not  any  more  than  the  site,  if  that 
will  cover  the  law.  There  is  one  thing  1  wish  to 
say  while  I  am  up:  I  do  not  anticipate  any  trouble 
from  the  Supreme  Court  faking  this  lot.  It  seems 
to  me  the  gentlemen  composing  the  Supreme 
Court  are  as  much  interested  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton as  we  are,  and  if  they  take  any  site  at  all,  no 
doubt  they  will  select  this  very  lot,  as  I  should 
judge  from  the  remarks  of  tlie  gentleman.  If 
they  select  this  lot, the  city  of  Boston  is  not  going 
to  lose  much  by  waiting.  Although  I  am  ready  to 
vote  now,  yet  I  am  willing  to  have  it  postponed. 

Alderman  Caton— If  the  lawyers  the  Alderman 
just  spoke  of  want  the  Court  House  where  it  is 
now,  it  seems  very  singular  that  they  did  not  go 
to  the  Legislature  and  oppose  the  act  to  force 
this  Board  to  select  a  site. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  cannot  see  anything  very 
singular  about  that.  The  lawyers  and  judges 
who  wen;  before  the  Legislature  had  some  certain 
object  they  wanted  to  carry  out;  but  other  men, 
perhaps,  thought  differently.  I  merely  state  what 
the  lawyers  have  said  to  me. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Alderman  on  my  left,  and  that  of  the 
Alderman  opposite,  to  section  3  of  chapter  128  of 
the  acts  of  1880: 
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"In  case  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Boston  shall  fail  before  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1880,  to  exercise  the  powers  granted  them  in 
the  foregoing  sections,  such  poweis  shall  there- 
upon cease  and  determine.  It  shall  then  be  law- 
ful for  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  any  justice 
thereof,  sitting  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  either  in 
term  time  or  vacation,  upon  the  petition  of  any 
ten  citizens  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  after  notice 
to  said  city,  to  appoint  three  discreet  men,  in- 
nabitants  of  said  city,  to  be  a  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, who,  upon  such  appointment,  and  upon 
being  duly  sworn  to  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  shall  give  public  notice  of  their  appoint- 
ment, shall  proceed  to  consider  what  site  within 
said  city  is  most  suitable  for  a  Court  House  for 
the  County  of  Suffolk,  and  shall  take  upon  the 
site  found  to  be  most  suitable  by  them  so  much 
land  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  a  Court  House  for  the  use  of  the  courts  of  the 
Commonwealth  within  and  for  the  County  of  Suf- 
tolk  and  other  purposes  incidental  thereto,  and 
for  a  Court  House  yard  for  the  same." 

And  it  goes  on  in  that  way.  So  it  will  he  seen 
that  we  have  very  little  time  between  now  and 
the  first  day  of  December  to  act.  If  you  put  it 
off  until  Monday  next,  you  will  have  but  a  day  in- 
tervening between  the  time  at  which  you  act  and 
the  limit  of  time  allowed  by  the  statute. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  believe  this  Board  should 
decide  this  Question,  and  as  one  member  I  am 
willing  to  give  my  vote  upon  it;  but  I  should  be 
pleased  to  nave  the  matter  lay  over.  Next  Mon- 
day is  the  29th  day  of  November,  and  is  one  day 
•within  the  limit.  It  is  well  known  to  most  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  that  I  am  opposed  to  commis- 
sions, unless  the  commissioners  are  elected  by 
the  people.  I  do  not  believe  in  having  commis- 
sions appointed  by  one  man  or  any  number  of 
men.  I  believe  the  people  should  elect  the  com- 
missioners. I  believe  in  commissions  elected  by 
the  people.  I  believe  it  would  be  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  have  a 
Commission  of  Public  Works,  and  that  we  should 
save  thousands  of  dollars  every  year  by  it.  I 
believe  there  is  nut  that  harmony  of  feeling  in 
the  working  of  the  different  denartments  of  the 
city  of  Boston  there  should  be,  and  that  thou- 
sands of  dollars  are  squandered  every  year  for 
the  lack  of  it.  As  I  said  betore,  I  be'ieve  in  com- 
missions if  the  commissioners  can  be  elected  by 
the  people;  but  in  this  case,  a9  I  understand,  the 
commissioners  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  justices 
of  the  courts,  and  I  am  very  much  afraid  those 
gentlemen  will  not  be  selected  for  their  ability  to 
serve  on  this  particular  commission.  They  will 
be  selected,  perhaps,  to  carry  the  feelings  of 
friendship  for  some  gentlemen — perhaps  be  some 
gentlemen  who  have,  been  unfortunate  in  business 
and  need  a  situation  to  support  themselves  and 
family— which  I  believe  to  be  wrong, although  I  be- 
lieve in  charity,  and  am  willing  to  be  assessed  for 


charitable  objects.  But  I  believe  that  charity 
should  not  enter  into  the  appointments  of  people 
in  a  public  capacity.  As  I  said,  I  am  ready  to 
give  my  vote,  but  1  believe  it  is  important  that 
we  should  give  this  important  matter  full  consid- 
eration. 

Alderman  Caton -Another  reason  for  taking 
the  vote  at  this  time  is  that  we  have  a  full  Board. 
It  is  well  known  that  last  week  the  Alderman 
who  has  just  sat  down  was  at  home  sick.  At  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board  some  oi  us  may  be  as 
unfortunate  as  he  was  then  and  not  be  able  to  be 
present. 

Alderman  Slade— I  want  to  say  just  one  word  in 
regard  to  the  remarks  made  by  some  Aldermen 
here,  that  we  can  take  the  reservoir  site  without 
meaning  to  do  anything  further — and  do  it  simply 
to  cover  the  law,  and  then  build  somewhere  else. 
1  do  not  think  that  is  an  honorable  and  manly 
way  of  doing  this  business  at  all.  Further  than 
that,  I  will  state  here  for  the.  information  of  mem- 
bers who  have  not  been  here  quite  as  long  as  I 
have,  that  three  years  ago  this  Board  passed  an 
order  to  rebuild  the  old  Court  house.  It  went  to 
the  Common  Council,  as  any  order  for  building  a 
Court  House  must  be  passed  in  concurrence  by 
both  branches.  They  defeated  it.  We  might  pass 
an  order  to  rebuild  the  old  Court  House,  but  I 
have  no  idea  that  any  order  of  that  kind  will  ever 
go  through  the  Common  Council.  It  had  no  show 
betore;  if  it  had,  we  would  have  had  it  rebuilt.  I 
do  not  say  it  is  not  good  judgment,  and  I  do  not 
say  that  it  is. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  to  lay  upon 
the  table  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 6  for,  6 
against. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  substitute  of  Alderman  O'Brien,  for  tne  com- 
mittee to  report  the  necessary  orders  to  take  the 
reservoir  site,  and  the  Chair  was  in  doubt.  Al- 
dermen Slade  and  O'Brien  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Alderman  Viles,  the  Chair 
read  the  substitute  order,  for  the  information  of 
Alderman  Wooliey,  who  was  not  present  when  it 
was  offered. 

Alderman  Woolley- 1  really  hope  this  matter 
will  not  be  pusaed  to  a  vote  tonight.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  vote  tonight. 

Alderman  Flynn— If  the  Alderman  will  suggest 
some  earlier  day  than  Monday,  I  do  not  know 
that  the  committee  will  object  to  it.  Will  the  Al- 
derman accept  an  amendment,  tor  the  Board  to 
meet  on  Saturdav  at  twelve  o'clock  ? 

Aldermau  Woolley— I  will  accept  that  amend- 
ment. 

Further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  spe- 
cially as^gned  to  Saturday  next,  and  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Flynn  it  was  voted  that  when  the 
Board  adjourn  it  be  to  that  day  at  12  M. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    26,    1880. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 
7.30  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shepard,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  were  referred  iu  concurrence. 
Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  of  a 
message  from  the  Mayor  in  relation  to  defects  in 
the     ordinance    concerning   neglected   children. 
Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department  of  a  communication  from  the  Sink- 
ing-fund Commissioners  stating  that  the  City 
Treasurer  declines  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of 
* 82,000  in  the  Sinking  Funds.    Concurred. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petitions  of 
Robert  Smith,  for  damages  from  construction  of 
sewer  in  Hampshire  street,  and  of  J.  H.  Hathome 
to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  one  of  his  coaches.  Sev- 
erally accepted  iu  concurrence. 

Report,  resolve  and  order,  thanking  Henry  P. 
Kidder  for  his  gift  of  a  marble  group  to  the  city, 
for  the  placing  of  an  inscription  on  the  pedestal 
of  the  same  recognizing  Mr.  Kidder's  generosity, 
and  for  the  selection  of  an  appropriate  position 
for  said  group  in  the  English  High  and  Latin 
School  Building.  Resolve  and  order  passed  in 
concurrence* 

Order  appointing  Daniel  W.  Clark  a  field 
driver  and  pound  keeper.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  allow  the  bill  of  R.  Stuart  Chase,  $535, 
for  examining  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer's 
Department  and  for  expenses  during  the  exam- 
ination. Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  suspen- 
sion <>f  the  rule. 

Order  to  allow  to  S.  &  H.  Ames,  $20.42,  to  be 
charged  to  Schoolhouses,  etc.,  and  $8.78,  to  be 
charged  to  Registration  of  Voters,  etc.  Passed 
in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Orders  to  pay  B.  H.  Archer  §333.33,  and  Joseph 
Somes  $266.06,  for  services  as  superintendent  and 
assistant  superintendent,  respectively,  of  the 
north  draw  ot  Chelsea  Bridge,  from  June  1  to 
Oct.  1,  1880.  Passed  in  concurience  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Report  and  order  for  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $2000  for  payment  of  Assistant  Registrars  of 
Voters  and  Clerks.  Passed  in  concurrence  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule— yeas  48,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  anpropriation  for  the  250th  an- 
niversary, of  the  sum  of  $3000.  Passed  in  concur- 
ience under  a  suspension  of  the  rule— yeas  48, 
nays  0. 

Order  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authority 
to  take  wharves,  flats,  etc.,  between  Constitution 
wharf  and  the  southerly  side  of  Rowe's  wharf  for 
a  terty  landing.     Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  orders  setting  aside  part  of  the  Eng- 
lish High  and  Latin  School  buildings  for  the 
South  End  Branch  Library,  and  for  a  transfer  of 
s;5.r)0»  to  fit  up  the  same.  Orders  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

A.*  tension  of  Highland  Park. 
Report  referring  to  the  Commissioners  on 
Parks  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Com- 
mon, etc.,  on  the  subject  of  the  purchase  of  St. 
Elizabeth  Hospital  estate  tor  the  enlargement  of 
Highland  park. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  re- 
port he  laid  upon  the  table  instead  of  being 
referred  to  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  this 
reason:  As  nearly  as  I  can  learn,  by  examin- 
ing the  proceedings,  this  matter  has  been 
before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  has 
never  been  before  the  Common  Council. 
In  the  Board  of  Aldermen  remonstrances 
were  presented  against  establishing  a  hospital 
in  this  particular  place.  The  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Aldermen,  and  City  Document  122,  which  is 
on  our  tiles,  is  the  report  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
It  so  happens  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have 
exclusive  power  to  deal  with  the  location  of  hos- 
pitals. Chapter  106  of  the  acts  of  1870  reads  as 
follows: 

"Whoever  erects,  occupies  or  uses  any  building 
in  any  place  for  a  hospital  in  such  part  of  a  city 


or  town  as  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  or  Selectmen 
shall  prohibit,  shall  pay  a  hue  not  exceeding  $50 
per  month,  and  may  be  enjoined  by  the  Supreme 
Court  to  prevent  such  erectioo  or  use." 

The  result  was  that  the  Committee  on  Health 
reported  an  order  that  the  hospital  should  not  be 
established  there,  and  at  the  same  time  the  prop- 
osition came  up  to  buy  the  place  as  an  addition 
to  Highland  park,  and  that  is  the  proposition 
which  is  for  the  hist  time  brought  to  this  Coun- 
cil, and  which  is  now  recommended  to  be  sent  to 
the  Park  Commissioners.  I  hope  the  Council  will 
lay  the  matter  on  the  table  until  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  decided  whether  oi  not  they  will 
prohibit  the  erection  of  a  hospital  on  that 
place,  because,  as  I  understand  it,  if  we 
wish  to  buy  it  for  a  park,  it  will  very  much  alter 
the  claim  for  damages  by  ascertaining  whether 
or  not  it  can  be  used  foi'j  ajhospital.  In  fact,  the 
proposition  to  buy  the  land  seems  to  be  an  indi- 
rect way  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
gettingout  of  deciding  whether  or  not  the  hos- 
pital shall  be  located  there.  As  they  have  not  yet 
acted  upon  that  matter  I  think  we  better  lay  it 
upon  the  table.  A  reference  to  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners to  ascertain  what  betterments  may  be 
assessed,  before  the  Council  understand  whether 
they  want  to  buy  the  land  or  not,  it  seems  to  me 
is  premature.  As  we  have  plenty  of  business  be- 
fore us,  I  move  the  report  be  laid  upon  the  table 
in  order  that  we  may  see  what  course  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  will  take  in  deciding  whether  they 
will  permit  a  hospital  there  or  not. 

Mr.  Parkmau  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  ine  it  is 
not  the  proper  disposition  of  this  case  to  lay  it  on 
the  table  at  the  present  time.  The  two  questions 
are  entirely  distinct.  One  question  is  whether 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  under  authority  given  by 
statute,  shall  absolutely  prohibit  the  use  of  this 
place  for  a  hospital.  Some  gentlemen  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  location  petitioned  against 
the  establishment  of  a  hostital  there,  and  that 
matter  came  before  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, who  are  the  sole  judges.  But  the 
other  question  of  buying  the  site  as  an 
addition  to  Highland  Park  has  come  before  the 
whole  City  Council  on  the  petition  of  several  hun- 
dred persons  living  not  only  in  that  immediate 
neighborhood,  but  in  all  that  district,  asking  us  to 
take  that  land  and  add  it  to  Highland  Park.  The 
Committee  on  Common,  to  whom  those  petitions 
were  referred,  examined  the  ground  last  Sunday, 
and  have  submitted  this  report.  It  seems  tome 
the  two  questions  can  fairly  be  considered  sepa- 
rately. It  is  n't  as  if  we  are  to  decide  now  whether 
we  shall  take  that  ground,  but  we  refer  it  to  the 
Park  Commissioners,  who  can  give  us  data  and 
estimates  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  taking  the  land, 
which  will  enable  us  to  form  a  correct  judgment 
on  the  question.  In  view  of  the  fact  tba*  the  two 
questions  are  entirely  distinct,  I  think  the  matter 
better  take  its  natural  course. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  should  be  able  to 
decide  the  matter  better  after  knowing  what  the 
l'ark  Commissioners  will  report  to  us.,,  I  under- 
stand they  are  to  report  what  betterments  may 
be  assessed.  It  would  certainly  assist  me  to  have 
their  report  upon  it,  and  I  hope  the  report  will  go 
to  them. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the 
Park  Commissioners  in  concurreuce. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  transfers  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to 
the  appropriation  for  Advertising,  $500,  and  to 
that  for  Contingent  Fund,  joint  committees, $1300. 
Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  48,  nays  0. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Petition  of  Butchers'  Slaughtering  and  Melting- 
Association  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Market  street,  rear  of  Winship  avenue,  Ward 
25;  G.  W.  Wild,  to  erect  a  wooden  addition  to  a 
building  on  North  Beacon  street,  near  Cambridge 
street,  Ward  25.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.    Sent  up. 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee as  follows: 

For  enlargement  of  the  yard  of  the  Prince 
Schoolhouse. 

For  the  purchase  of  additional  laud  in  rear  of 
Blossom-street  Piimary  Schoolhouse. 

For  additional  primary  school  accommodations 
in  the  Dorchester  (Everett)  District. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction.    Sent  up. 
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FIRES    AND    ALARMS. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  of  the 
fires  and  alarms  for  October  was  received  and 
sent  up. 

ADDITIONAL    STORAGE  BASIN    NEEDED. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  presented  the  follow- 
ing: 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  ) 
Nov.  26,  1880.     J 

To  the  City  Council— The  Water  Board  regards 
it  as  important  for  the  city  that  preliminary  steps 
be  taken  immediately  relative  to  the  construction 
of  at  least  one  additional  dam  and  stor- 
age basin  of  the  Sudbury  River  supply. 
They  therefore  respectfully  ask  for  an  ap- 
propriation oi  §5000  to  defray  the  expense  of 
borings,  examinations  and  surveys  to  determine 
the  location  for  such  dam;  and  they  also  ask  for 
an  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  the  purchase  of 
some  of  the  real  estate  which  may  be  required 
for  any  dam  or  storage  basin,  with  authority  to 
expend  the  same.  They  refer  the  City  Council  to 
their  recommendations  upon  this  subject,  con- 
tained in  their  last  annual  report,  and  also  to 
their  communication  of  Nov.  25.  1878. 
Boston  Water  Board, 

By  Leonard  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  Sent 
up. 

horse  railroads  and  public  parks. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Barks, who  were  requested  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  de- 
fraying the  cost  of  establishing  parks  by  levying 
a  tax  upon  the  street  railway  corporations  which 
would  be  benefited  by  the  same,  having  consid- 
ered the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 
The  city  has  no  authority  to  levy  such  a  tax  and 
would  have  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  power 
to  do  so.  The  committee  doubt  the  expediency 
ol  asking  for  such  authority.  They  are,  however, 
of  the  opinion  that,  in  view  ot  the  di- 
rect benefit  which  would  accrue  to  sev- 
eral railroad  corporations  by  the  establishment 
of  parks,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
such  corporations  would  be  willing  to  voluntarily 
contribute  a  portion  of  their  earnings  towards 
defraying  the  cost  of  the  same.  For  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  if  such  is  the  case,  the  committee 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Henry  Parkman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  several  railroad  cor- 
porations that  would  be  interested  in  conveying 
passengers  to  the  proposed  South  Boston  and 
West  Roxbury  parks,  and  asaertain  what,  if  any, 
proportion  of  their  receipts  said  corporations 
will  contribute  towards  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  said  parks;  and  that  said  com- 
missioners be  requested  to  report  on  or  before 
Dec.  9,  if  practicable. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  would  inquire  the 
reason  why  the  date  is  Dec.  9?  The  park  matter 
was  assigned  to  the  first  meeting  in  December, 
which  is  the  2d. 

Mr.  Parkman—  Of  course  the  committee  desired 
to  have  a  report  as  soon  as  practicable.  But  the 
commissioners  will  have  to  confer  with  the  pres- 
idents of  the  several  horse  railroads,  who  cannot 
act  without  consultation  with  their  boards  of  di- 
rectors. Although  we  desire  to  press  this  matter 
to  a  final  vote  as  soon  as  possible,  yet  it  did  not 
seem  well  to  require  them  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting,  as  it  will  give  them  only  three  days  to 
confer  with  various  corporations,  and  a  report 
made  in  so  short  a  time  would  be  of  little  or  no 
value. 

The  order  was  passed.  Subsequently  Mr.  Park- 
man  moved  a  reconsideration,  Hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC   LANDS   WHICH   MAY   BE  SOLD  TO    REDEEM 
PARK  LOANS. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Parks  who  were  in- 
structed to  ascertain  and  report  what  real  estate 
now  owned  by  the  city  and  not  needed  for  public 
use,  the  proceeds  of  which  have  not  been  pledged 
for  the  redemption  of  loans  created,  can  be  used 
in  like  manner  for  the  redemption  of  any  loan 
created  for  park  purposes,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report:  The  committee  find  that 
the  city  owns  about  3,<M2,614  feet  of  salable  lan'L. 


not  including  the  islands  in  the  harbor.  The 
committee  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  valua- 
tion ot  978,294  feet  of  this  land;  the  remainder  is 
valued  by  the  Assessors  at  $776,392.73.  A  report 
is  now  being  prepared  and  will  be  submitted  to 
the  City  Council  next  week,  which  gives  in  detail 
the  location  of  all  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  city, 
with  areas. valuation, etc.  With  regard  to  applying 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  any  ot  this  real  estate 
to  the  redemption  of  any  loan  created  for  park 
purposes,  the  Committee  would  call  attention  to 
section  3  of  the  ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance 
in  relation  to  finance,  passed  March  27,  1877, 
which  provides  that  all  moneys  received  by  the 
city  from  the  sale  of  real  estate  shall  be  applied 
to  the  reduction  of  the  city  debt.  It  would,  of 
course,  be  necessary  to  alter  the  provisions  of 
this  ordinance  before  the  proceeds  of  any  sale 
could  be  appropiiated  for  park  purposes. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  Parkman. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

SOUP  FOR  THE  POOR. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Treatment 
of  the  Poor,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  to 
provide  soup  for  the  worthy  poor  of  this  city  dur- 
ing the  present  winter,  having  given  the  subject 
their  attention,  in  consultation  with  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  and  Police  Commissioners,  beg  leave 
to  present  their  report,  as  follows:  The  work  of 
preparing  and  distributing  the  "free  soup"  has  by 
custom  hitherto  fallen  upon  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, although  for  what  special  reason  has  not 
been  made  clear  to  the  committee.  It  cannot 
properly  be  classed  as  police  duty,  and  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  in  undertaking  the  work  the  Police 
Department  must  necessarily  be  subjected  to 
much  inconvenience  and  interruption  to  regular 
duty.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  to  avoid  the 
inconvenience  above  mentioned,  the  work 
was  last  winter  practically  done  outside 
of  the  Police  Department.  But  two  police 
stations  were  made  use  of  as  soup  sta- 
tions, the  others  being  located  in  rooms  hired  for 
the  purpose,  regular  cooks  being  employed  in 
every  instance  to  prepare  the  soup.  It  is  true 
that  the  soup  was  dispensed  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  police,  but  their  supervision  must  ne- 
cessarily be  less  careful  and  satisfactory  than 
that  ot  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  a  board  spe- 
cially elected  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the 
poor  and  needy.  It  appears  that  the  demand 
for  soup  has  been  falling  off  the  past  year  or  two, 
and  of  the  $3000  appropriated  for  the  purpose  last 
winter  an  unexpended  balance  of  $522.51  was 
turned  into  the  treasury  by  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners. The  committee  believe  that  this  work 
should  properly  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Overseeis  of  the  Poor,  and  also  that  an  appro- 
priation of  $2500,  supplied  by  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands 
for  free  soup  the  present  winter.  They  accord- 
ingly recommend  the  adoption  of  the  order  in  an 
amended  form,  also  an  order  transferring  to  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  the  cooking  utensils  used 
in  the  soup  business  by  the  Police  Department. 
For  the  Committee, 

Henry  N.  Sawyer. 

Ordered,  That  soup  be  provided  for  the  worthy 
150or  of  Boston  during  the  present  winter,  and 
that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  be  requested  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  distribution  thereof; 
the  expense  attending  the  same,  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  $2500.  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  transfer  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
such  of  the  cooking  utensils,  etc.,  used  by  said 
Commissioners  in  the  preparation  of  free  soup  as 
may  be  in  their  possession  and  are  not  needed  in 
the  Police  Department. 

The  orders  were  passed.  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward 
24  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  WASTE  OF  WATER. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  report  of  the  Water  Board  on  the  subject  ol 
checking  the  waste  of  water,  and  informing  the 
City  Council  of  the  intention  of  said  board  to  ex 
pel  iinent  in  that  direction  by  a  trial  of  the  Dea 
con  waste  detector,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  conferred  with  the  Water  Board  upon  the 
subject,  and  arc  of  the  opinion  that  the  action  of 
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said  board   in   trying:  the  waste   detector  should 
be  approved. 

For  the  Committee, 

M.  S.  Greenough. 
Mr.  Greenough— I  should  like  to  supplement 
the  report  by  a  brief  statement  of  what  is  intend- 
ed to  be  accomplished  by  the  Deacon  Waste  De- 
tector. It  can  be  more  plainly  explained  in  a 
statement  than  it  could  possibly  be  in  a  report.  I 
do  not  suppo.-e  the  Council  care  to  have  the 
question  argued,  whether  or  not  there  is  a  waste 
of  water  in  the  city  of  Boston.  If  I  had  thought 
it  necessary  to  do  so,  I  should  have 
prepared  myself  at  some  length;  but  I  do 
not  think  it  is  necessary  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Council  on  that  subject.  The  opinion  of  the 
City  Engineer  has  been  very  strongly  stated  for 
some  years  past,  and  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Davis 
last  year  was  that  about  halt  the  water  now  used 
in  Boston  is  ample  for  its  purposes.  Thatopinion 
being  so  strongly  expressed,  I  need  not  go  into 
the  general  subject  of  waste.  But  I  wish  to  ex- 
plain the  use  to  which  the  Water  Board  propose 
to  put  what  is  known  as  the  Deacon  waste  de- 
tector. Of  course  it  is  possible  to  stop  the  waste 
of  water  in  virions  ways.  Obviously,  the  sim- 
plest form  is  the  gei.eral  "use  of  water  meters.  I 
see  by  the  statement  of  the  Water  Board  that 
they  look  upon  the  use  of  meters  as  a  condition 
of  things  to  which  we  may  have  to  come.  But  I 
think  I  speak  the  sentiment  of  the  committee 
when  1  say  they  aienot  prepared  to  recommend  the 
use  of  waters  meters  as  a  general  thing, and  I  think 
such  an  attempt  by  the  Water  Board  would  meet 
with  genera)  opposition.  I  think  the  physicians 
in  the  community  would  object  to  the  use  of  wa- 
ter meters  throughout  the  city.  1  think  there  are 
many  people  in  this  city  who,  if  they  had  to  pay 
for  "water  according  to  the  quantity  they  use, 
would  economise  beyond  the  point  which 
decency  and  health  require.  The  city  is  not  in 
such  a  straitened  condition,  as  to  its  water 
supply,  as  to  require  the  general  use  of  meters. 
There'  is  a  second  way  to  stop  the  waste  of  water, 
and  ihat  is  by  the  employment  of  a  large  force  of 
inspectors.  But  if  there  is  anything  a  man  objects 
to  more  than  another,  it  is  to  have  his  house  lia- 
ble to  be  entered  at  all  times  by  strangers,  and 
his  household  habits  placed  under  inspection. 
The  use  of  inspectors  was  tried  to  quite  a  con- 
siderable estent  at  onetime.  The  indignation 
of  citizens  was  intense,  and  there  were 
many  well-founded  cases  where  people  were 
much  annoyed.  The  use  of  a  very  large  number 
of  inspectors  was  abandoned.  But  there  is  a  third 
system  between  the  two,  which  I  think  would 
enable  the  Water  Board  to  ascertain  very  definitely 
whether  the  statements  made  in  regard  to  the 
waste  of  water  are  correct,  without  subjecting 
the  ordinary  water-taker  to  the  least  annoyance 
whatever,  until  it  has  been  proved  that  there  is  a 
waste  of  water  on  his  premises.  I  have  had  a 
drawing  prepared  which  I  believe  all  can  see, 
and  which  I  should  like  to  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  explaining  to  them.  This  is 
supposed  to  be  the  level  of  the  street,  and  this 
apparatus  sets  right  in  below  the  level  of  that 
pipe.  This  is  a  pipe  through  which  the  water  is 
conducted  to  the  district,  passing  in  here  and  out 
there.  In  this  pipe,  a  section  of  which  is  made 
conical,  there  is  a  float  which  works  up  and  down 
in  the  pipe,  and  which  works  up  or  down  accord- 
ing to  the  quantity  of  water  used.  To  this  float  is 
attached  a  rod  and  pencil  which  marks  the  height 
at  which  that  float  stands.  On  this  drum,  which 
revolves  by  clockwork,  is  marked  the  waste,  and 
from  the  marking  by  this  hand  can  be 
read  approximately  the  quantity  of  water  which 
has  passed  through  that  meter  during  the  pre- 
ceding twenty-four  hours.  Now,  we  will  suppose 
that  all  the  water  suDply  for  one  district  passes 
through  that  meter. "  It  is  perfectly  obvious  that 
it  can  be  read  from  here  what  the  consumption 
of  water  is  in  that  district.  Now  the  consump- 
tion in  that  district  from  midnight  to  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  is  just  waste.  Water  is 
wasted  not  only  in  the  night  time,  but  in  the  day 
time.  But  suppose  the  quantity  of  water  to  be 
three  or  four  thousand  gallons  an  hour,  the  ques- 
tion is  to  locate  where  the  water  is  wasted.  In  order 
to  do  that,  it  is  necessary  there  should  be  a  stop- 
cock in  the  sidewalk  accessible  from  the  street, 
without  disturbing  the  cccupant  of  the  house. 
When  the  street  is  so  arranged,  the  inspector 
starts,  say  at  half-past  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when 
there  is  no  legitimate  use  of  water  to  any  extent. 
He  goes  to  the  first  house  in  the  district,  opens 
the  cover  for  the  stop-cock,  and   by  putting  down 


a  rod  or  listening,  he  can  tell  whether  there  is  any 
water  passing  through  that  pipe.  If  there  is  any, 
it  is  waste.  It  is  shut  off,  or  a  mark  made  in 
the  sidewalk  to  indicate  that  it  is  necessary  to 
shut  that  off,  and  he  passes  on  to  the  next  house. 
If  they  find  a  house  where  no  wacer  is  running, 
they  let  it  alone.  When  they  get  round  to  the 
valve  again,  the  register  has  shown  the  work.  If 
they  have  found  a  leak,  the  pencil  has  risen;  if 
not,  the  pencil  remains  where  it  was.  We  will 
suppose  they  have  found  the  waste  of  water 
they  are  looking  after.  Then  they  go  to  the  house 
again  and  turn  ©n  the  water,  so  that  the  owner  or 
occupant  can  feel  no  inconvenience  from  it. 
Then  the  inspector  goes  to  the  house,  tells  them 
they  are  wasting  water  all  the  time  and  it 
must  be  looked  after.  Then  the  propiietor,  with- 
out having  been  previously  subjected  to  any  in- 
convenience, finds  that  he  has  got  to  put  his 
plumbing  in  proper  order.  As  I  said  before,  in 
order  to  try  that  experiment  you  have  got  to  have 
a  stopcock  in  the  sidewalk.  There  is  only  one 
section  of  the  city  where  the  pipes  are  so  ar- 
ranged, and  that  is  in  the  Charlestown  District. 
In  the  Mystic  system  the  pipes  were  laid  in  that 
way,  and,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  try  this  ex- 
periment in  that  district.  Now,  [do  not  think  it 
is  necessary  to  expatiate  to  this  Council  as  to  the 
results  which  might  come  from  this  experiment, 
in  case  we  succeed  in  stopping  the  water  that 
the  engineers  say  is  running  to  waste.  And 
right  here  I  want  to  say  I  have  been  asked  very 
many  times  what  I  meant  by  waste  of  water.  I 
do  not  consider  that  the  freest  possible  use  of 
water  is  any  waste.  If  a  man  wants  to  take  fif- 
teen baths  a  day  let  him  take  them.  I  do  not 
consider  that  waste.  If  he  wants  to  run  the 
water  out  of  the  pipe,  to  be  sure  he  will 
get  cool  water  from  the  street,  I  do 
not  consider  that  waste.  But  I  say  that  wa- 
ter is  used  in  this  city  improperly,  and  is  wasted. 
If  gentlemen  here  would  look  at  their  plumbing, 
probably  three-fourths  of  them  would  find  there 
is  something  wrong  with  it.  I  think  that  is  some- 
thing which  should  be  seen  to.  Perhaps  I  am 
doing  injustice  to  the  Council,  but  I  know  it  has 
been  so  in  my  own  case.  Gentlemen  must  agree 
with  me  that  it  is  necessary  and  proper,while  peo- 
ple should  he  supplied  with  water  in  the  freest 
possible  way  for  all  proper  uses,  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton should  not  supply  them  with  water  to  run  to 
waste  owing  to  the  improper  working  of  their 
cisterns  or  detective  plumbing.  Now,  the  Water 
Board  propose  to  put  on  these  three  metres. 
Whether  they  can  coverthe  entire  city  of  Charles- 
town  with  them,  I  do  not  know.  The  subject  was 
referred  to  the  City  Engineer  by  the  Water 
Board,  and  he  referred  it  to  his  assistant,  Mr. 
Ftely,  who  thought  they  could  buy  these  three  me- 
ters for  §5000,  and  tffey  could  ascertain  with  entire 
definiteness  the  amount  of  waste  in  Charlestown. 
The  Water  Board  have  ample  authority  to  buy 
these  meters,  and  they  propose  to  do  it;  but  on 
account  of  the  pressure  in  the  water  pipes  it  is 
necessary  to  have  meters  specially  made  for  this 
purpose.  They  have  to  be  made  in  Europe  and 
cannot  be  got  here  before  April  or  May,  so  it  is 
not  necessary  for  the  Board  to  ask  for  any  addi- 
tional appropriation.  The  principal  additional 
expense  will  be  for  labor.  They  have  got  to  dig 
up  the  streets  and  follow  the  experiment  care- 
fully, and  it  may  probably  require  some  increase 
in  the  appropriation  for  next  year.  But  no  ap- 
propriation is  needed  for  the  meters  which  they 
now  propose  to  buy,  and  which  they  have  au- 
thority to  do.  I  am  extremely  anxious  that  the 
Council  should  understand  what  is  proposed  to 
do  in  this  matter,  and  if  I  have  omitted  to 
state  anything  I  hope  they  will  inquire  and 
allow  me  to  state  it  here  rather  than  have 
it  come  from  outside.  I  should  be  sorry  to 
have  any  impression  prevail  outside  that  the 
Committee  on  Water  are  favorable  to  the  gener- 
al use  of  water  metres,  because  I  think  nothing 
of  the  kind  is  going  to  happen.  If  I  should  have 
the  honor  of  remaining  a  member  of  this  Council, 
I  should  oppose  the  use  of  water  meters  for  a 
long  time  to  come. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— There  is  one  thing  I 
object  to,  and  that  is  to  be  obliged  to  pay  for  the 
impure  water  which  we  get.  The  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature provides  that  in  order  to  obtain  a  supply 
of  pure  water  we  may  do  certain  things.  Every- 
body knows  that  the  water  has  been  poor  for 
some  years.  In  fact  it  is  so  poor  that  I  am 
obliged  to  use  one  of  the  Grant  filters.  Now  we 
are  obliged  to  waste  a  great  deal  of  water  for 
this  reason.      The  impurities  are  so  enormous 
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that  we  are  obliged  to  run  it  through  a  filter  to 
clean  it.  If  the  Water  Commissioners  would  do 
something  about  the  purity  of  the  water  it  would 
be  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Mr.  Greenongh— Perhaps  the  gentleman  did 
not  hear  my  remark  when  \  said  1  did  not  think 
the  running  of  water  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
clear  water  from  the  street  was  in  'he  least  a 
waste  ot  water.  I  do  not  think  anybody  should 
drink  water  which  has  stood  in  the  pipes  in  a 
house  for  any  length  of  time.  1  do  not  consider 
that  as  wasting  water  in  the  least.  In  regard  to 
the  additional  supply  lor  furnishing  pure  water, 
the  Water  Board,  as  you  saw  l>y  the  eomrnmunica- 
tion  put  in  tonight,  have  requested  an  additional 
appropriation  for  a  small  sum  in  order  that  they 
may  make  measurements  to  ascertain  the  proper 
location  for  a  new  basin.  If  they  had  had  suffi- 
cient storage  basins  they  would  not  have  had  to 
run  down  water  which  is  bad. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  also  want  to  state, 
for  the  information  of  the  gentleman  irom  Ward 
14,  something  about  the  water  in  those  basins. 
I  have  been  up  there  and  looked  at  them  quite 
recently.  This  has  been  a  year  of  very  great 
drought,  and  the  impurity  of  n  ater  is  quite  an  un- 
usual thing.  Ordinarily  the  water  would  not  be 
as  bad  as  it  is  today.  If  fifty  per  cent,  of  the 
water  sent  into  the  city  today  is  wasted,  of  course 
if  you  save  that  much  by  detecting  waste,  the 
quality  of  the  water  used  would  be  very  much 
improved.  I  should  like  to  state  in  regard  to  this 
Deacon  meter,  that  it  detects  not  only  leaks  which 
occurs  in  houses  on  account  of  defective  fixtures, 
but  also  leaks  in  the  main  pipes  in  the  stre  ts. 
The  latter  are  often  very  considerable,  and  the 
waste  has  been  much  larger  than  would  occur  in 
quite  an  area  oi  private  houses.  Recently  a  leak 
of  some  280,000  gallons  a  day  has  been  detected 
in  one  of  the  mains  and  stopped.  These  waste 
detectors  would  locate  ah  those  leaks  at  once  and 
enable  the  inspectors  to  detect  them.  This  dea- 
con system  has  been  tried  in  Liverpool  for  some 
years,  and  the  consumption  has  been  reduced 
from  about  thirty-one  gallons  a  head  to  fifteen — 
nearly  half  the  amount  of  water  supplied  to  the 
people  of  Liverpool.  I  think  there  are  eighteen 
English  towns  where  this  system  is  in  use,  and  it 
has  worked  satisfactorily  in   all   of  them.    This 

fives  a  continuous  record  of  the  coil  sumption. 
t  not  only  shows  that  there  is  waste  when  the 
inspector  goes  to  it  and  takes  off  the  record, 
but  it  shows  how  much  waste  there  is  at  such 
an  hour,  and  at  such  another  hour,  in  the  en- 
tire district,  and  when  the  inspector  turns  off 
the  keys  this  detector  shows  the  amount  of 
waste  going  on  in  that  particular  pipe.  It 
is  i.ot  a  very  expensive  system  to  keep  in 
order.  At  the  outside  there  would  be  required 
two  men  for  a  district  of  about  two  thousand 
persons.  They  can  go  over  it  and  locate  tha  leaks 
and  waste  without  disturbing  anybody  whose 
premises  are  found  to  be  in  proper  order,  for 
the  whole  disturbance  comes  upon  those  found  to 
have  detective  fixtures. 
The  repoit  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

REVISED  ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— By  vote  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  I  submit  tonight  a  copy  of 
the  report  on  the  revised  ordinances.  The  c  jm- 
mittee  were  in  session  today  and  consequently 
were  unable  to  furnish  copies  to  all  members.  I 
move  that  the  report  be  accepted,  and  that  con- 
sideration of  the  ordinances  be  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  8.15  P.  M. 

The  President  read  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
who  were  instructed  "to  report  in  print,  on  or  be- 
fore Oct.  1, 1880,  a  volume  of  ordinances,  to  con- 
sist of  such  general  ordinances,  and  of  a  revision 
of  the  other  special  ordinances";  and  also  "that 
such  report  may  contain  such  additional  sec- 
tions or  ordinances  as  the  committee  may  deem 
advisable,  but  it  shall  contain  a  clear  explanation 
of  all  the  changes  in  the  existing  ordinances 
made  in  the  new  draft"— in  accordance  with  such 
duty  herewith  transmit  a  draft  of  the  revised  ordi- 
nances, together  with  an  explanatory  statement 
of  the  changes. 

For  the  Committee, 

William  EC.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Before  action  is  taken 
upon  that  report,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  I  wisii  to  say  merely  a  few  words 
in  connection  with  it.  The  last  meeting  of  the 
committee  was  today.  It  did  not  appear  in  just 
what  form  the   report  would   be  made,  and  there- 


fore I  was  unable  to  get  into  shape  any  objec- 
tions or  comments  I  might  desire  to  make.  I  was 
informed  this  afternoon  that  the  report  would 
not  be  in  condition  to  be  examined  until  this 
evening,  and  I  was  therefore  not  able  to  put  my 
objections  or  comments,  if  any,  in  shape;  but  of 
course  that  will  not  effect  any  deiay.  Before  the 
next  meeting  I  will  endeavor  to  have  any  such 
suggestions  in  writing. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  consideration  of 
the  revised  ordinances  was  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  8.15  P.  M. 

THE  PROPOSED  AMBULANCE  FOR  EAST  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  City  Hospi- 
tal, to  whom  was  relerred  the  order  relative  to 
furnishing  an  ambulance  to  be  stationed  in  East 
Boston,  having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report:  Careful  inquiry 
has  shown  that  accidents  of  such  a  serious  nature 
as  to  require  an  ambulance  to  convey  the  injured 
persons  to  their  homes  or  other  places  of  treat- 
ment are  of  comparatively  infrequent  occurrence 
in  East  Boston.  In  most  instances  an  ordinary 
carriage  can  be  used  with  safety  and  comfort;  in 
several  cases,  where  the  injured  person  is  a 
resident  of  East  Pioston,  a  stretcher  is 
better  than  any  wheeled  vehicle,  and  one 
can  be  obtained  from  the  police  station  when 
required.  When  it  is  necessary  to  senci  the  pa- 
tient to  the  City  Hospital,  the  hospital  ambu- 
lance can  be  summoned  by  telephone  from  Police 
Station  7,  and  it  will  reach  the  spot  in  from  forty 
to  forty-five  minutes;  as  it  would  take  as  long  as 
that,  in  any  serious  case,  to  prepare  the  patient 
for  removal,  no  time  would  be  lost.  The  commit- 
tee are,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  take  any  further  action  on  the  subject 
at  the  present  time. 

For  the  Committee, 

George  T.  Perkins. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2—  (  regret  very  much 
that  the  Committee  on  City  Hospitals  have  re- 
ported adverselj  on  the  proposition  to  establish 
an  ambulanre  in  East  Hoston.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  gentlemen  have  looked  into  the  matter  very 
carefully,  as  they  say  in  their  repoit.  I  happened 
to  be  with  the  sub-committee  last  Satur- 
day and  we  made  a  visit  to  the  part 
of  East  Boston  where  most  of  the  accidents 
occur,  viz.,  around  the  wharves  ana  the  Grand 
Junction  Railroad,  and  the  general  verdict 
was  that  the  ambulance  was  not  needed,  except 
from  the  yard  master  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad.  But  I  have  inquired  ot  the  Police  De- 
partment, who  have  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
accidents  than  any  others,  and  they  say  it  is  an 
actual  necessity  for  East  Boston.  There  is  no 
doubt  of  one  thing— I  do  cot  say  it  has  influenced 
the  minds  of  the  committee,  but  it  might— if  an 
ambulance  was  furnished  to  East  Boston  it  might 
be  asked  for  by  the  other  outlying  districts, 
South  Boston,  Charlestown,  etc.  Now  that  may 
be;  but  the  argument  can  be  brought  up  in  be- 
half of  East  Boston  more  strongly  than  for  any 
other  outlying  district.  It  is  isolated  to  a  certain 
extent,  and  not  in  direct  communication  with 
the  city  proper.  All  the  accidents  which  occur 
there  do  not  go  to  the  City  Hospital.  About 
three-fifths  of  the  accidents  sent  to  the  hospitals 
are  from  the  Grand  Junction  property  and 
wharves,  and  occur  at  a  late  hour,  when  com- 
munication between  East  Boston  and  the  city 
proper  is  not  direct.  The  person  driving  the  am- 
bulance may  go  to  one  ferry  and  find  the  boat  is 
not  on,  and  have  to  go  to  the  next.  The  other 
outlying  districts  are  in  direct  communication 
with  the  city  and  are  not  subject  to  these  delays 
and  inconveniences.  I  think  the  cost  of  support- 
ing an  ambulance  will  be  $750  a  year,  or  there- 
abouts. That  is  the  only  direct  expense  to  the 
city.  The  city  would  be  compelled  to  pay  not 
more  than  it  does  now  for  carrying  such  persons 
to  their  homes  or  to  the  hospitals.  Moreover  it  is 
stated  that  a  carriage  is  provided  for  taking  per- 
sons to  their  homes  or  to  the  hospitals.  It  is 
nothing  more  than  a  common  hack.  They  take  a 
car-door  or  some  other  piece  of  board  in  the  car- 
riage and  lay  the  person  on  it,  no  matter  how 
badly  he  is  injured,  and  carry  him  to  the  hospital. 
I  think  that  it  is  a  very  trivial  matter,  when  the 
only  direct  expense  to  the  city  will  be  §750, 
the  greater  part  of  which  they  have  to  spend  now. 
I  move  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  next 
City  Government. 

Mr.  Perkin3— This  matter  of  an'  ambulance   for 
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the  East  Boston  district  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  City  Hospital,  w';o,  after  due  consider- 
ation, appointed  a  sub-committee  to  visit  the  va- 
rious corporations  in  East  Boston  to  ascertain 
what  their  views  were  in  relation  to  establishing 
an  ambulance,  and  the  necessity  for  it.  It  had 
been  represented  to  the  committee  that  these  cor- 
porations were  so  anxious  lor  an  ambulance  to  be 
established  in  East  Boston  that  they  were 
willing  to  defray  a  portion  of  the  expense.  That 
sub-committee  made  two  different  visits,  one  to 
the  offices  in  East  Boston  and  the  other  to  the 
agents  in  the  city  proper.  After  talking  a  long 
time  the  agents  all  said  they  never  heard  of  the 
matter  before,  that  the  number  of  accidents  there 
was  so  small  that  no  change  was  needed  in  the 
mode  adopted  for  carrying  patients  to  the  City 
Hospital.  The  agent  of  the  Cunard  company 
stated  that  they  had  had  but  one  accident  in  two 
years.  The  agent  of  the  Warren  line  said  he 
could  not  pay  a  portion  of  the  expense,  and 
thought  the  carriage  good  enough.  There  is 
telephone  communication  with  the  City  Hospital, 
and  an  ambulance  could  reach  there  in  about 
forty-five  minutes,  and  that  time  would  be 
taken  up  in  preparing  the  patients.  They  were 
all  well  satisfied  with  the  present  arrangements. 
The  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  informed  the 
committee  that  accidents  sen;  to  the  hospital 
from  Eatt  Boston  were  less  in  proportion  than 
from  other  sections,  there  being  only  three  to  six 
sent  from  the  Charlestown  District.  In  looking 
the  matter  all  over,  the  committee  were  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  present  system  is  all  that 
i  j  requiied. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.--The  agent  of  one  of  the 
largest  corporations  in  East  Boston,  stated  that 
to  the  best  of  his  judgment  the  largest  part  of 
the  accidents  occurred  inside  of  the  Grand  Junc- 
tion yard,  and  there  was  at  least  one  a  week — 
about  fifty  a  year.  That  is  just  a  faint  idea  of 
what  I  consider  to  be  the  necessity  for  this  am- 
bulance. But  a  small  portion  of  the  accidents 
are  sent  to  the  hospital.  No  doubt  the  Superin- 
tendent i^  correct  as  to  the  number  of  accidents 
coming  from  East  Boston.  Quite  a  number  are 
treated  at  their  homes  and  others  are  taken  to 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  where  the 
corporations  have  beds  paid  for. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  the  subject  was 
referred  to  the  next  City  Government.    Sent   up. 

D-STREET  EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Donahoe  of  Ward  15  called  for  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  D- 
street  extension. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  am  not  able  to  say  anything 
about  it,  as  the  chairman  has  not  called  a  meet- 
ing of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Donahoe  gave  notice  that  he  should  again 
call  for  a  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

INSPECTION  OF  VINEGAH. 

Mr.  Ha  gar  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters.to  whom 
was  referred  the  order  relative  to  petitioning  for 
an  amendment  of  chapter  113,  acts  of  1880,  con- 
cerning the  inspection  of  vinegar,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order,  it  being  a  new 
draft  of  the  order  which  was  referred  to  your 
committee. 

For  the  Committee, 

E.  B.  Haoak. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  ihe  General  Court,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, for  amendments  to  chapter  113  of  the  acts  of 
1880,  so  as  to  provide  that  the  appointment  of  in- 
spectors of  vinegar  be  permissive,  and  not  obli- 
gatory; that  such  inspectors  be  appointed  for  a 
term  of  one  year  or  until  the  appointment  of  their 
successors,  and  that  they  may  be  removed  at  any 
time  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE   LEGISLATIVE    COMMITTEE  NOT  TO    BE  ABOL- 
ISHED. 

Mr.  Hagar  ol  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  to 
whom  were  recommitted  the  report  and  ordi- 
nance proposing  to  transfer  the  duties  of  this 
committee  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  hav- 
ing given  the  matter  further  consideration,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report:  It  is 
proper  to  state  at  the  outset  that  this  com- 
mittee did  not  originate  the  movement 
which      proposes    its    abolition.      The    amount 


of  work  performed  by  the  committee  during  the 
present  year  has  been  greater  than  in  any  previ- 
ous year  for  five  years  at  least.  This  work  is 
done  principally  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
say  from  January  to  April,  and  the  custom  here- 
tofore has  been  to  secure  the  services  of  one  of 
the  Assistant  City  Solicitors  to  attend  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Legislature  and  represent  the  city 
under  the  direction  of  the  committee.  Latterly", 
however,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  business  in  the 
Law  Department,  an  assistant  could  not  be  fur- 
Dished  for  this  business,  and  outside  assist- 
ance has  been  employed.  The  employment  of 
such  assistance  is  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  this  fact?,  together 
with  the  fact  that  the  same  committee  generally 
supervise  or  prepare  the  city  ordinances,  etc), 
have  been  cited  as  reasons  for  transferring  to 
that  committee  the  entire  duties  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters'.  On  the 
other  hand,  this  committee  can  the  more 
easily  attend  to  what  are  called  "legislative  mat- 
ters," as  they  have  no  other  duties  to  perform, 
and  for  other  reasons  it  is  without  doubt  an  ad- 
'  vantage  to  the  city  to  have  this  work  assigned  to 
a  district  committee.  Upon  these  considerations 
the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  change  is 
no;  desirable,  and  that  the  present  condition  of 
things  should  be  continued 
For  the  Committee, 

e.  e.  hagar. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

YISITORS  TO  CITY   HOSPITAL    OK  SUNDAYS. 

Mr.  Folau  of  Ward  13  called  up  a  special  as- 
signment for  8  30  P.  M.,  viz  —Report  of  inexpe- 
dient to  open  the  City  Hospital  to  visitors  on  Sun- 
days, giving  notice  of  intention  to  move  a  reas- 
signment to  the  next  meeting  at  the  same  hour. 

Mr.  Whitmore  raised  the  point  that  such  a  mo- 
tion was  unnecessary,  as  if  passed  over  it  could 
be  called  up  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Folan  said  he  was  prepared  to  argue  the 
question  tonight,  but  prelerred  it  to  go  over,  on 
account  of  the  slim  attendance. 

Mr.  Whitmore  asked  for  a  ruling  on  his  point, 
and  the  President  said  the  assignment  would  go 
over  if  not  called  up. 

Mr.  Folan  withdrew  the  motion. 

THE  PROPOSED  EXTENSION  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  8.15  P.  M.,  v.z. — 

Order  to  transfer  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Oity 
Hospital  certain  land  of  the  city  bounded  by  Har- 
rison avenue,  Albany  street,  East  Chester  park 
and  East  Springfield  street,  about  50,000  square 
feet. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Inasmuch  as  the  gentleman 
who  raised  the  objection  to  the  order  at  the  last 
meeting,  Mr.  Kailey  of  Ward  4,  is  absent,  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will'consenc  to  have  it  recommit- 
ted, in  order  that  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
may  be  taken  on  the  effect  of  the  order.  As  I  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  he  stated 
that  this  would  be  an  unusual  course  and  would 
have  the  effect  of  vesting  the  title  to  this  land  in 
the  trustees,  and  yet  the  occasion  might  arise  in 
which  the  city  might  want  to  use  the  ground  for 
some  other  piirpps°.  His  objection  was  purely  a 
technical  and  legal  one.  As  he  is  not  here  to  ex- 
plain it,  I  think  the  gentleman  had  better  allow 
the  matter  to  be  reassigned,  or  else  have  it  recom- 
mitted with  instructions  to  fiud  out  from  the  City 
Solicitor  what  would  be  the  effect  of  giving  this 
land  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees.  As  I  under- 
stand, what  is  wanted  at  present  is  to  make  sure 
that  the  land  shall  not  be  applied  for  any  other 
purpose  at  present.  If  we  pass  an  order  in  that 
form  it  will  have  some  force,  but  if  we  give  it  to 
the  trustees  we  cannot  take  it  away  again. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  called  up  th9  assign- 
ment for  the  reason  that  I  uuderstood  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  17 had  a  substitute  to  offer. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  17  offered  the  following  as 
a  substitute  for  the  order  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee: 

Ordered,  That  the  parcel  of  laud  situated  in 
the  territory  bounded  by  Harrison  avenue,  East 
Springfield  street  and  East  Chester  park,  con- 
taining about  5(1,000  square  feet,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  made  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  June  1, 
1878,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  apart  for  the 
use  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  for  that  purpose  is 
ulaced  in  charge  of  the  trustees  of  said  hospital. 

Mr.  Perkius— I  offer  that  substitute  in  order  to 
meet  the  objections  of  the  gentlemen  from  Wards 
4  and  12.  It  has  been  before  the  committee,  and 
they  have  considered  it  in  consultation  with  the 
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law  officer  of  the  city.  I  think  the  Council  will 
find  it  is  perfectly  correct,  and  will  place  the  mat- 
ter just  as  it  should  be. 

Mr  freeman  of  Ward  11  moved  that  the  order 
he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  hope  that  will  not  be  done.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  have  been  consulted 
individually,  and  are  in  favor  of  the  order  as  it  is. 
It  will  only  take  time;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
necessity  for  it,  and  nothing  will  be  gained. 

Mr.  Freeman— I  am  on  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  and  have  not  been  asked  about  it,  al- 
though I  do  not  say  am  opposed  to  it.  But  I 
think  everything  coming  before  the  Council 
ought  to  be  considered  by  a  committee.  This  is 
a  matter  relating  to  the  disposition  of  certain 
public  lands,  and  has  never  been  considered  by 
that  committee. 

Mr.  Lau ten  of  Ward  14— I  think  it  ought  to  he 
referred  to  the  committee.  There  is  another  gen- 
tleman on  the  committee  who  don't  know  any- 
thing about  it. 

Mr.  (Jhristal  of  Ward  8— This  is  not  the  first 
time  I  have  had  occasion  to  oppose  an  order  like 
this.  I  find  it  is  a  usual  way  to  dispose  of  city 
property  bv  going  to  individual  members  of  the 
conituitree'and  getting  their  consent.  I  hope  this 
and  ali  other  orders  will  be  referred  to  the  proper 
committee.  It  is  an  unjust  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness, and  not  a  proper  proceeding,  and  I  hope  the 
proceedings  of  this  Council  tonight  will  put  a 
stop  to  such  proceedings  in  the  future. 

The  subject  was  refei  red  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Kendricken  of  Ward  21  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Urdered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be 
authorized  to  allow  and  pay  to  B.  F.  Stacey  the 
sum  of  $16,  the  same  being  for  supplies  furnished 
the  Department  of  Puilic  Buildings,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  be  and  he  is  authorized  to 
expend  the  sum  of  $2000,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  alieady  authorized,  for  the  repairs  on  the 
Armory  Building,  Wareham  street,  the  same  be- 
ing made  necessary  to  replace  the  decayed  floor- 
ings in  the  lower  story;  and  the  expense  thereof 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Buildings. 

Severally  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

ICE  ON    PUBLIC-GARDEN  POND. 

Mr.  Donahoe  of  Ward  15  offered  an  order — That 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Squares 
be  requested  to  keep  the  ice  on  the  surface  of  the 
Pond  in  the  Public  Garden  in  good  condition  for 


skating,  weather  permitting,  by  causing  it  to  be 
cleared  of  snow,  or  by  flooding,  when  necessary. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— In  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee I  would  sny  that  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
an  additional  appropriation  for  that.  It  has  al- 
ways been  the  custom  to  make  a  special  appropri- 
ation for  that.  It  is  rather  expensive,  and  last 
year  we  had  an  appropriation  of  S500. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Donahoe  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  order  passed.    Sent  up. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourn  it  oe  to  Thursday,  Dec. 
9,  at  TVs  P.  M. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  asked  for  some  exulana- 
tion,  and  Mr.  Wyman  said  there  did  not  seem  to 
be  much  business  accumulating,  next  week  will 
be  a  busy  political  week,  and  several  members 
had  remarked  they  .\ould  like  to  be  away.  He 
wanted  to  be  away  himself. 

Mr.Whitmore  opposed  the  motion,  first  because 
the  question  of  parks  is  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  and  requires  immediate  action,  as  the 
South  Boston  Park  is  involved  with  the  West 
Roxbury  Park;  second,  the  revision  of  the  ordi- 
nances has  to  be  considered  and  will  occupy  a 
large  part  of  the  sessions  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year.  Nine  committees  were  in  session  to- 
day,and  there  is  probably  a  large  number  to  meet 
during  next  week,  so  that  many  reports  will  be 
brought  in.  It  is  very  hard  to  do  any  work  at 
this  season  of  the  year  and  get  a  full  attendance. 
It  is  particularly  hard  to  hold  the  Council  togeth- 
er—in fact  he  doubted  if  there  was  a  quorum 
present,  and  he  made  that  inquiry  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  President  counted  and  said — If  the  gentle- 
man insists  upon  the  question  I  will  direct  the 
Cleik  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  Whitmore  insisted,  and  by  direction  of  the 
Piesident  the  Clerk  called  the  roll,  thirty-five 
gentlemen  being  present,  as  follows: 

Present — Messrs.  Anthony,  Blakemore,  Brown, 
Child,  Christal,  Coe,  Cronin,  Donahoe,  Folan, 
Freeman,  Greenough,  Hagar,  Hancock,  Howard, 
Kendricken,  Lovell,  Maguire,  McLaughlin,  Mur- 
phy, Nason,  Parkman,  Perkins,  Plimpton,  Pray, 
H.  N.  Sawyer,  Shepard,  N.  Sawyer,  Sibley,  D.  J. 
Sweeney,  Jr.,  Walsh,  Ward,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Williams,  Wyman— 35. 

Absent— Messrs.  Austin,  Bailey,  Barry,  Bigelow. 
Bowker,  Brimbecom,  H.  B.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Den- 
ney,  Devine,  Devlin,  Dixon,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J. 
Dohercy,  Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisher,  Fitzpatrick, 
Halt,  Hilton,  Hollis,  Hosley,  Lane,  Lauten,  Mc- 
Namara,  Morrison,  O'Dowd,  Pratt,  Rogers,  D.  J. 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  Sweetser,  Swift,  Taylor,  Tucker, 
Viles,  Welch,  Whitmore— 37. 

The-President — Only  thirty-five  gentlemen  are 
present,  and  the  Council  stands  adjourned  for 
want  of  a  quorum  until  next  Thursday  evening  at 
half-past  seven  o'clock. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    37,    1880. 


Adjourned  meeting  at  12  M.,  Alderman  O'Brien, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad  Company,  for  the  removal 
of  a  telegraph  pole  from  the  sidewalk  near  its 
passenger  station;  Cushing  &  Bail  et  al.,  for  stone 
cossing  across  First  street  at  C  strc  et;  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  an  iron  pipe 
under  the  sidewalk  at  Lehigh  street;  James  Neal 
et  al.,  for  plank  walk  on  Tenean  street,  Nepon- 
set. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidew  Iks  in  fror  t  of  estates 
of  Chadwick  &  Skillings,  180  Marlborough  street; 
Samuel  Stillings,  32  Gray  street. 

BOKD  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Charles  P.  Johnson,  Constable,  be- 
ing presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

PETITION  FOR  A  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Amasa  W.  Bailey, 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  of  twelve-horse  power  at  7  Way  street,  and 
an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
thereon  on  Monday,  Dec.  13,  at  4  P.  M. 

THE  NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
order  to  take  lands  on  west  side  of  Peraberton 
square  for  a  site  for  a  new  Court  House,  with  sub- 
stitute of  Alderman  O'Brien,  that  the  Committee 
on  New  Court  House  report  the  necessary  orders 
to  take  the  reservoir  site  and  adjacent  lands  for 
such  site. 

The  Chairman  read  a  petition  from  Lewis  Cole- 
man and  others,  that  the  city  take  Fort  Hill  lot  or 
Washington  square  as  a  site  for  new  Court  House. 

The  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
substitute. 

Alderman  Breck  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  substitute: 

Whereas,  By  an  act  ot  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  approved  the 
22d  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1880,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  taking  of  land  and  the  erection 
thereon  ot  a  Court  House  for  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk," it  is  provided  among  other  things  as  fol- 
lows, viz. — 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  acting  as  County  Commissioners  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  take  and  hold,  by  purchase  or 
otherwise,  so  much  land  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  ejecting  thereou  a  Court 
House  by  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  use  of  the 
courts  of  the  Commonwealth,  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  and  other  purposes  incidental 
thereto,  and  for  a  Court  House  yard  for  the  same, 
and  they  may  appropriate  and  use  therefor  any 
land  now  owned  by  the  city. 

Sect.  2.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  shall,  within 
thirty  days  from  the  time  when  they  shall  take 
any  parcel  or  parcels  of  land  under  this  act,  rile 
in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  Deeds  for  said 
county,  and  cause  to  be  recorded,  a  description 
of  the  land  so  taken  as  certain  as  is  required  in  a 
common  conveyance  of  land,  with  a  statement  of 
the  purpose  tor  which  it  is  taken,  which  descrip- 
tion and  statement  shall  be  signed  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  city,  and  the  city  of  Jioston  shall  be  liable 
to  pay  all  damages  that  shall  be  sustained  by  any 
person  or  persons  by  reason  of  the  taking  such 
land  as  aforesaid,  such  damages  to  be  ascertained 
and  determined  in  the  manner  provided  for  as- 
certaining and  determining  damages  in  case  of 
the  laying  our,  altering,  or  discontinuing  of  ways 
within  the  city  of  Boston — 

Now,  therefore,  know  all  men  by  these  presents, 
That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  said  city  of 
Boston,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in 
said  act  given,  and  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
thereof,  has  taken,  and  by  these  presents  does 
take,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  Court 
House  by  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  use  of  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  and  for  a  court  House  yard  for 
the  same,  the  following-described  parcels  of  land, 


with  all  the  buildings  and  fixtures  thereon,  situ- 
ated in  the  said  city  of  Boston,  viz. : 

A  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, known  as  the  Beacon  Hill  Reservoir  site, 
bounded  as  follows,  viz.:  Westwardly  by  Hancock 
street,  there  measuring  192.91  feet;  northwest- 
wardly by  Derne  street,  190.29  feet;  eastwardly  by 
Temple  street,  183.31  feet;  southwardly  by  the  abut- 
ting estates,  by  a  line  parallel  with  and  120  feet 
distance  from  the  northerly  line  of  Mt.  Vernon 
street,  188.09  feet;  and  again  southwardly  by  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Peter  T.  Homer,  19  feet;  con- 
taining 37,488  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

The  said  parcel  of  land  is  shown  on  a  plan  made 
by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Surveyor,  dated  Nov. 
4,  1871,  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Sur- 
veyor. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  city  of 
Boston,  its  successors  and  assigns,  to  its  and  their 
sole  use  and  behoof  forever,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  act. 

Alderman  Caldwell— 1  offer  that  amendment  be- 
cause it  seems  to  me  it  is  about  as  good  a  way  as 
the  Board  can  get  out  of  the  position  in  which  it 
is  placed.  We  are  directed  to  do  a  certain  thing 
by  an  absolute  time.  But  as  near  as  I  can  judge 
from  the  remarks  of  members  of  the  Board,  and 
the  committee  as  well,  the  Board  is  not  ready  to 
take  the  Pemberton-square  lot.  Now,  here  is 
this  reservoir  lot.  It  belongs  to  the  city  iu  one 
sense,  for  it  belongs  to  the  Water  Department, 
and  there  will  be  no  money  to  be  paid  out — to 
come  right  down  to  the  facts  about  it.  What 
money  will  be  required  will  be  paid  to  the  Water 
Department  and  go  to  the  benefit  of  the  water 
debt.  It  seems  to  me  the  order  will  cover  the 
whole  thing,  and  relieve  the  Board  of  the  position 
in  which  it  is  placed,  and  then  we  will  have  time 
to  look  around  and  see  what  is  best  to  be  done. 
As  I  said  at  the  last  meeting,  from  what 
information  I  can  get  the  old  Court  House 
can  be  put  in  such  a  condition  as  will  accommo- 
date the  public  for  many  years.  Here  is  a  plan  of 
the  proposed  alterations  which  we  can  look  at. 
Butas  we  are  compelled  to  select  a  piece  of  land 
for  a  site  for  a  new  Court  House,  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  reservoir  site  being  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  I  offer  the  amendment  and  hope  it  will 
be  accepted. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  accept  the  amendment  of 
Alderman  Caldwell,  because  I  believe  it  is  more 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  members  of 
the  Board,  and  also  in  accordance  with  the  de- 
sires of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston.  There  has  been 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  some  members  of  the  Board 
about  taking  this  reservoir  site,  whether  in  do- 
ing so  we  comply  fully  with  the  law.  Since  our 
last  meeting  1  have  consulted  the  City  Solicitor 
on  that  point,  and  I  will  read  his  answer: 

John  P.  Healy,  Esq. :  Dear  Sir— The  members 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  opposed  to  Pemberton- 
square  location  desire  to  know  if,  in  your  opin- 
ion, the  taking  of  the  reservoir  lot  alone  for  a 
Court  House  would  comply  with  all  the  condi- 
tions of  the  law. 

Yours  truly, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

The  statute  gives  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
power  to  determine  the  quantity  and  location  of 
land  to  be  taken  for  a  Court  House,  and  their  de- 
cision cannot  be  revised  by  any  other  authority. 
If  the  Board  determine  to  take  the  reservoir  lot 
alone  for  the  purpose,  my  opinion  is  that  the  re- 
quirements ot  the  statute  will  be  fulfilled. 

J.  P.  Healy. 

Alderman  O'Brien — Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do 
not  think  there  can  be  any  choice  in  the  matter. 
If  we  take  the  reservoir  lot— already  unproduc- 
tive property  in  the  hands  of  the  city — we  fulfil 
all  the  requirements  of  the  law;  and  it  is  my  pur- 
pose, after  that  question  is  decided,  to  offer  an 
order  which  I  think  will  meet  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  Board  and  the  City  Council,  to 
rebuild  the  old  Court  House  on  the  present  site. 
The  plans  for  such  a  building  are  now  here  before 
us.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  rebuilding  will 
cause  any  inconvenience  to  the  courts  of  the 
county,  and  I  might  say  also  without  any  expense. 
We  have  a  very  large  building  at  the  South  End— 
the  English  High  and  Latin  School  building — 
where  some  eight  rooms  will  not  be  occupied  for  a 
long  time— for  a  series  of  years.  While  the  rebuild- 
ing of  tue  old  Court  House  is  going  on,  the  courts 
can  hold  their  session  in  the  eight  unoccupied 
rooms  in  the  new  High  School  building.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  is  the  most  sensible  and  economi- 
cal, and  the  most    reasonable  way   out    of   this 
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dilemma.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Board  with 
any  lengthy  remarks  upon  it.  It  is  a  question  of 
such  vast  importance  to  the  taxpayers,  that  it 
appears  to  me  there  can  be  only  one  opinion 
about  it.  Let  us  take  the  reservoir  lot  and  then 
rebuild  the  old  Court  House,  and  I  guarantee  to 
say  that  will  give  us  room  enough  for  all  the 
courts  for  the  next  fifteen  or  twenty  years  at 
least. 

Alderman  Slade— I  simply  want  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board  to  the  fact  that  when  the 
plans  were  drawn  for  the  remodelling  of  the  old 
Court  House  and  rebuilding  it,  other  plans  went 
with  it  for  building  a  Court  House  in  the  jail  yard 
for  the  criminal  courts.  These  plans  were  once 
adopted  by  this  Board,  with  the  idea  of  carrying 
the  Criminal  courts  to  a  new  building  in  the  jail 
yard,  and  it  was  sent  to  the  Common  Council, 
where  it  found  but  very  little  favor,  as  I  suggested 
the  other  evening. 

Alderman  Caton— I  find  on  my  desk  a  letter 
from  a  large  real-estate  owner  on  Beacon  Hill, 
but  as  the  question  is  now  on  rebuilding  the  old 
Court  House  I  do  not  know  as  it  is  necessary  to 
read  it,  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board  having  aban- 
doned the  idea  of  building  on  the  reservoir  site, 
and  wish  to  take  the  lot  simply  to  comply  with 
the  act.  This  gentleman  thinks  the  building  of  a 
Court  House  there  will  destroy  Beacon  Hill  as  a 
place  of  residence. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  believe  there  is  any- 
thing out  of  the  way  in  reading  the  letter,  if  the 
Alderman  has  it. 

Alderman  Caton  read  the  following: 

Boston,  Nov.  26th,  1880. 

A.  H.  Caton,  Esq.,  Boston  Board  of  Aldermen: 
Dear  Sir— In  considering  the  various  plans  for  the 
location  of  a  new  Court  House  will  you  kindly 
permit  me  to  suggest  that  the  gentlemen  who  are 
such  ardent  advocates  of  a  location  on  the  reser- 
voir lot  are  possibly  not  aware  of  the  views  and 
wishes  of  a  large  majority  of  residents  and  prop- 
erty owners  in  that  vicinity.  After  an  experience 
of  several  years  as  a  real-estate  agent,  as  well  as 
a  trustee  and  owner  ot  property  near  the  proposed 
locality,  1  have  no  hesitation  in  estimating  a  de- 
preciation of  from  twenty-five  to  forty  per  cent., 
according  to  location,  and  a  total  destruction  of 
Beacon  Hill  as  a  desirable,  quiet,  retired  and  cen- 
tral place  of  residence.  Neither  do  I  believe  that 
a  Court  House  would  remain  for  two  years  on  the 
proposed  site  without  a  new  street  being  laid  out 
by  the  authorities  in  order  to  reach  it  by  a  quick 
and  easy  transit,  thereby  necessitating  the  de- 
struction of  the  very  block  which  your  committee 
favors.  Neither  does  it  seem  probable  that  our 
water  rates  would  be  lessened  by  the  transfer  of 
the  value  of  the  reservoir  from  the  tax  levy  to 
the  care  of  the  Water  Board.  When  the  above 
facts  are  taken  into  consideration  it  seems  to  me 
that  in  the  interest  of  municipal  economy,  now 
more  necessary  than  ever  before,  the  loca- 
tion favored  by  your  committee  must  prove  deci- 
dedly the  cheapest  in  the  end,  and  by  far  the 
most  satisfactory  to  a  large  majority  ot  our 
greatly  overburdened  taxpayers. 

Alderman  Whitten— What  is  his  name,  please? 

Alderman  Caton— The  gentleman  did  not  wish 
me  to  give  his  name. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  think  it  is  better,  if  you 
read  the  letter. 

Alderman  Caton— He  is  a  large  taxpayer. 

Alderman  Whitten— If  the  letter  is  read  here 
to  influence  this  Board  I  really  think  the  name 
ought  to  be  given. 

Alderman  Caton— I  do  not  think  any  member 
of  this  Board  can  be  compelled  to  violate  his 
word  if  he  said  he  would  n't  give  it. 

Alderman  Whitten— If  yon  gave  your  word 
that  you  would  n't  give  the  name,  and  had  stat- 
ed that,  I  should  have  objected  to  the  reading  of 
the  letter. 

Alderman  Viles — I  think  an  anonymous  com- 
munication to  this  Board  should  have  no  weight 
whatever.  He  should  send  it  with  his  signature, 
and  unless  the  name  is  given  it  should  have  no 
weight  whatever. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  believe  that  in  the  last  six 
months  we  have  received  no  remonstrance  from 
residents  on  Beacon  Hill  in  regard  to  the  location 
of  a  Court  House  on  the  reservoir  lot.  But  it  is  a 
curious  coincidence  that  a  property  owner  on 
Beacon  Hill  says  it  will  reduce  the  value  of 
estates  there  if  the  Court  House  is  located  on  the 
reservoir  site,  and  the  advocates  of  the  Pember- 
ton-square  site  say  locating  the  Court  House  on 
the  reservoir  lot  will  reduce  the  value  of  property 
in  Court  square.    Now,  it  seems  to  me  that    this 


question  of  decreasing  the  value  of  property 
should  have  no  effect  in  discussing  this  ques- 
tion. But  the  question  now  is  the  rebuilding  of 
the  old  Court  House,  and  we  merely  take  the  Res- 
ervoir lot  to  comply  with  the  law  "and  leave  the 
residents  of  Beacon  Hill  with  that  unsightly 
structure  of  which  they  appear  to  be  so  fond. 

Alderman  Slade— The  Alderman's  idea  is  to  take 
the  land  without  any  intention  of  using  it  for  a 
Court  House? 

Alderman  O'Brien— My  idea  is  that  this  Board 
should  take  that  land,  and  it  will  be  impossible 
for  this  Board  to  build  there.  Some  other  City 
Council  will  have  to  decide  that  matter.  We  have 
merely  to  take  the  land,  and  if  we  take  it,  then 
there  will  be  a  question  for  another  City  Council 
to  decide  whether  tbey  will  build  or  not/ 

Alderman  Caton— I  have  permission  from  the 

fentleman  who  wrote  the  letter  to  give  his  name, 
t  is  Charles  D.  Ingersoll. 

Alderman  Flynn— i  would  like  to  ascertain 
from  the  opponents  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee which  of  these  sites  they  propose  taking. 
Thriy  first  came  in  with  an  order  to  take  the  res- 
ervoir site,  and  afterwards  say  they  want  to  put 
in  an  order  to  rebuild  the  Court  House;  which  is 
it  they  ask  us  to  act  upon,  and  which  do  they  pro- 
pose to  put  before  the  Board? 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  believe  the  only  question 
before  the  Board  is  the  taking  the  Keservoir  site 
for  a  Court  House  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
of  the  law,  and  the  taking  of  that  site  complies 
with  all  the  requirements  of  the  law,  as  our  City 
Solicitor  has  said. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  only  want  to  say,  that  if  we 
take  that  lot,  the  Court  House  must  be  built  on 
that  site.  Section  5  of  the  act  provides  for  that. 
If  you  take  that  site  you  have  got  to  build  on  it. 

Alderman  Viles — Will  the  Alderman  please  read 
the  section? 

Alderman  Flynn  (reading)— "Section  5.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston,  acting  by  its 
City  Council,  to  erect  within  a  reasonable  time, 
after  any  taking  authorized  by  this  act,  a  suitable 
Court  House  for  the  use  of  the  courts  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  and  for  the  County  of  Suffolk  and 
for  other  purposes  incidental  thereto,  upon  the 
lands  so  taken." 

Alderman  Tucker — I  think  the  city  could  get 
out  of  that  dilemma  very  easily.  I  do  not  think 
there  would  be  any  very  great  difficulty  in  get- 
ting an  amendment  passed  by  the  next  Legisla- 
ture, relieving  us  of  our  embarrassment.  We 
might  have  the  privilege  of  locating  the  Court 
House  in  some  other  place.  I  think  that  matter 
may  be  got  over.  I  do  not  think  it  is  so  impera- 
tive as  to  frighten  us  out  of  our  opiDio  that  the 
the  proper  thing  to  do  is  to  take  the  reservoir 
site  to  comply  with  the  law.  I  think  we  could  af- 
terwards get  relievi  d  from  that. 

Alderman  Slade— I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
this  is  a  cowardly  way  of  getting  out  of  this  busi- 
ness. I  do  not  like  it.  It  is  some  twelve  or  four- 
teen years  ago  that  the  Legislature  passed  an  act 
authorizing  the  Board  of  Aldermen  acting  as 
County  Commissioners  to  take  land  and  build  a 
Court  House.  That  was  before  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen all  those  years  until  finally,  by  the  action 
of  this  Board,  the  powers  conferred  by  the  act 
were  exhausted.  All  that  time  the  courts  were 
protesting  against  their  accommodations,  saying- 
it  wais  necessary  that  something  should  be  done 
to  relieve  the  courts— and  in  relieving  the  courts 
we  relieve  the  people,  because  the  people  are  the 
courts  in  one  sense,  and  make  up  the  courts. 
Now,  sir,  the  courts  of  this  county  went  to  the 
great  and  General  Court  and  asked  them  to  pass 
this  act,  which  was  done.  We  cannot  very  well 
get  away  from  it.  As  I  said  before,  I  regret  as 
much  as  any  one  that  1  feel  compelled  to  vote 
upon  this— honestly,  as  the  courts  expect  us  to  do, 
without  2ny  equivocation  or  crawling  around  it. 
My  judgment  is,  if  we  don't  do  this  work,  if  we 
don't  take  suitable  land  for  the  building  of  a 
Court  House,  the  courts  will  do  it,  and  that  they 
will  be  sustained  by  the  great  and  General  Court 
in  such  action.  The  Legislature  has  come  to  re- 
lieve the  courts  of  their  dilemma.  If  the  city  of 
Boston  will  not  do  it.  the  great  and  General 
Court  will  authorize  the  courts  to  do  it  them- 
selves. That  is  just  how  we  are  fixed  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  we  might  just  as  well  take  hold  of  it 
fairly  and  squarely.  For  my  part,  I  hope  we  shall 
not  go  into  any  of  this  equivocation  and  try  to 
crawl  around  what  we  are  compelled  to  do.  'l  do 
not  believe  the  courts  will  lie  trifled  with. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  Alderman  intimates 
that  this  is  a   cowardly  act.     1   cannot  see  any- 


609 


BOAED       OF      ALDERMEN 


thing-  cowardly  iu  the  city  of  Boston  defending 
itself.  The  officers  of  the  courts  went  to  the 
Legislature  and  got  an  act  passed  compelling*  the 
city  of  Boston  to  do  a  certain  act  within  a  certain 
time.  Now,  if  the  city  don't  want  the  act  as 
passed,  it  is  for  the  city  to  defend  itself  in  the 
best  way  it  can.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  nothing- 
wrong  in  the  city  or  an  individual  defending  it- 
self or  himself.  All  the  arguments  I  have  heard 
used  in  the  Board  tend  to  give  me  the  impression 
1  hat  there  is  not  a  member  here  who  is  satisfied 
with  the  Pemberton-square  site.  Therefore,  we 
will  take  the  reservoir  site  to  get  out  of  this 
dilemma.  I  cannot  see  anything  more  wrong- 
in  taking  the  reservoir  than  in  taking  Pem- 
berton  square.  This  City  Government  "cannot 
build  the  Court  House.  Our  only  business  is  to 
act  upon  the  taking  of  the  land.  I  should 
be  the  ^st  one  to  cast  a  vote  in  this  Board  to  do 
anything  cowardly  and  not  honorable  for  the  city. 
It  seems  to  me  it  is  an  honorable  move  by  the 
city  to  defend  itself. 

Alderman  Slade — I  will  ask  the  Alderman  if  he 
conscientiously  believes  that  this  lot  proposed  to 
be  taken  on  the  reservoir  site  is  the  best  lot  in 
the  city  of  Boston  to  put  a  Court  House  on.  It  is 
not  for  today  or  tomorrow,  but  for  twenty  or 
forty  years,  or  as  long  as  the  city  of  Boston 
stands.  I  want  to  know  if  he  believes  that  this  is 
the  most  suitable  place  for  a  Court  House.  We 
are  legislating  for  the  future  of  Bos'on;  the  mat- 
ter of  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  not  to  be 
considered.  If  I  owned  the  city  ot  Boston,  or 
was  doing  this  as  a  trustee— as  we  "really  are — my 
judgment  would  n't  allow  me  to  put  it  there.  I 
think  it  would  be  bad  judgment.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  a  suitable  place  to  put  a  Court  House.  The 
committee  tried  to  get  round  this  law  by  recom- 
mending a  suitable  place,  and  which  I  believe  is 
good  judgment.  I  hope  we  shall  look  at  this  matter 
as  if  it  is  not  for  today,  but  for  future  generations. 
Is  it  a  suitable  place  for  a  Court  House  ? 
I  do  not  think  it  is,  and  so  thinking,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Caldwell — In  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man: In  the  few  remarks  I  have  made  I  have 
stated  that  I  am  not  in  favor  of  building-  the 
Court  House  there.  But  I  am  in  favor  of  taking 
that  lot  to  get  the  city  out  of  the  position  it 
is  in.  Alter  doing  that,  we  will  get  something  to 
relieve  us.  While  I  am  up  I  will  state  that  it 
seems  to  me  that  two  hundred  or  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  will  place  the  old  Court 
House  in  a  position  to  accommodate  the  courts 
for  twenty  years  to  come.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  it  seems  to  me  we  shall  be  in  a  better  condi- 
tion to  build  a  new  Court  House  than  we  are  to- 
day. 

Alderman  Catou— It  does  n't  seem  to  me  to  be 
true  economy  to  spend  a  hundred  and  fifty  or  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  repair  the  old  Court 
House  and  then  not  have  what  the  city  of  Boston 
wants.  When  you  do  that  you  will  have  spent 
your  money  and  do  not  avail  yourself  of  the  old 
Court  House  which,  if  you  built  in  some  other 
locality,  could  be  used  for  city  departments  now 
located  outside,  that  the  city  is  pa>ing  §27,01)0  a 
year  for,  and  which  is  the  interest  on  quite  a 
large  sum.  It  seems  to  me  that  would  be  poor 
economv.  It  is  temporizing,  and  I  think  it  will 
be  bad  judgment  to  do  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Alderman  opposite  inti- 
mates that  if  we  don't  locate  this  Court  House  on 
Pemberton  square  tne  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  will  step  in  and  take  the  matter  out  of  our 
hands.  I  will  again  read  the  statement  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  which  covers  that  point: 

"The  statute  gives  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  pow- 
er to  determine  the  quantity  and  location  of  land 
to  be  taken  for  a  Court  House,  and  their  deci- 
sion cannot  be  revised   by  any  other  authority." 

If  we  take  that  reservoir  lot  today,  that  deci- 
sion cannot  be  revised  by  any  other  authority. 
We  cover  all  the  conditions  and  requirements  cf 
the  law,  and  the  decision  cannot  be  revised.  Now 
the  Alderman  in  his  remarks  at  our  last  meeting- 
said  he  regretted  that  taxation  was  so  high.  We 
all  regret  it,  and  he  knows  that  if  that  Pember- 
ton-square lot  is  taken,  with  an  expenditure  of 
$652,000  in  the  first  place,  taxes  must  be  higher. 
Now  here  is  a  way  to  relieve  the  citizens.  We  can 
taKe  this  reservoir  lot  and  Keep  taxation  down, 
or  we  can  take  the  Pemberton-square  site  and 
put  taxation  up.  That  is  one  great  consideration 
which  should  have  weight  with  the  members  of  this 
Board.  We  know  that  taxation  is  too  high,  and  it 
is  our  duty  to  keep  it  down  if  it  is  possible  to  do 
so.    Here   is   a   possible  way  of  doing  it,  and  I 


think  that  fact  should  decide  the  vote  of  this 
Board. 

Alderman  Viles— I  heartily  believe  in  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  Alderman  from  the 
Bunker  Hill  District.  If  we  take  this  reservoir 
site  we  will  comply  with  the  law.  We  all  know 
this  act  was  passed  iu  a  hurry  by  the  Legislature 
last  winter.  It  was  a  great  surprise  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston.  Now  that  the  people  have  waked 
up  to  it,  we  will  have  no  trouble  in  getting  it  re- 
pealed. As  to  the  cost  of  building-  on  the  Pember- 
ton-square site,  we  all  know  how  it  will  be.  When 
the  appropriation  for  this  City  Hall  was  made, 
we  know  how  that  was.  I  will  read  the  order  for 
it: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  directed  to  erect  a  suitable  building  for  a 
City  Hall  on  the  site  of  the  present  building  and 
grounds,  in  general  accordance  with  plans  sub- 
mitted by  them  this  day,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  $160,000." 

Remember,  $160,000.  Now,  I  will  give  you  the 
total  when  completed— $505,194.40.  You  can  judge 
from  that,  gentlemen,  what  the  cost  will  be  on 
the  Pemberton-square  site.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted,  and  an  order  offered  to 
build  on  the  site  cf  the  old  Court  House. 

Alderman  Slade— Cannot  we  judge  from  that 
what  the  probable  cost  of  repairing  the  old  Court 
House  will  be  ?  I  do  not  care  much  about  those 
figures.  I  will  give  you  some  other  figures.  A 
more  substantial  building  does  not  stand  in 
America  than  the  English  High  School.  It  covers 
52,000  feet  of  land,  with  as  good  and  substantial 
building  as  ever  ought  to  be  erected  for  a  school- 
house,  or  any  other  public  purpose.  The  whole 
cost  of  that  building  is  $400,000,  a  little  more  or 
less,  but  very  nearly  that  figure.  In  building 
that  building  we  have  the  disadvantage  of  work- 
ing in  mud  iand  for  the  foundation,  which  we 
would  n't  have  to  do  in  Pemberton  square,  if  we 
go  theie  for  a  Court  House.  I  do  not  believe  it 
is  necessary  to  put  up  a  Court  House  at  a 
cost  of  a  million  dollars,  and  it  would  n't 
be  done,  I  belie7e.  It  would  n't,  if  I 
had  anything  to  do  with  it,  and  could 
hinder  it.  I  believe  a  building  can  be 
put  there,  ample  for  the  purpose,  for  about  $500,- 
000.  I  merely  bring  in  these  figures  to  offset  the 
foolishness  of  some  others. 

Alderman  Viles — I  would  state  that  the  figures 
the  gentleman  gave  us  are  those  of  the  City  Ar- 
chitect. There  are  also  figures  made  three  years 
ago  for  repairing  the  old  Court  House.  They 
are  also  his  figures.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  ability, 
and  I  have  confidence  in  his  judgment. 

Alderman  Flynn — Did  the  plan  not  include  a 
Court  House  in  the  jail  yard? 

Alderman  Viles— I  mean  that  plan  there. 

Alderman  Flynn— That  don't  include  the  new 
Court  House  for  criminal  business.  That  was  to 
be  built  in  the  jail  yard  at  a  cost  of  two  or  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Alderman  Viles— The  highest  estimate  was 
$125,000. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  think  the  Board  ought 
to  understand  that  the  building  of  a  High  School 
and  a  new  Court  House  are  two  different  things. 
You  will  have  to  put  up  a  much  stronger  build- 
ing for  a  Court  House  than  for  the  high  school. 
The  rooms  have  to  be  finished  differently, 
with  safes  and  vaults,  and  secure  cells,  etc. 
I  was  a  member  of  this  Board  when  it  was 
agreed  to  build  the  new  High  School  build- 
ing, four  or  five  years  ago.  The  City 
Architect  sent  in  his  estimates  for  $300,000 
to  cover  the  entire  building.  Now  the  Alderman 
says  the  cost  of  that  building  actually  amounts  to 
$400,000.  I  remember,  last  year,  for  instance,  that 
he  wanted  $40,000  to  heat  the  building.  There 
was  something  to  be  done  about  the  ventilation, 
and  I  asked  him  the  question,  Was  that  not  in- 
cluded in  the  first  place?  and  he  said  no— just  as 
though  an  architect  would  begin  to  build  a  build- 
ing without  a  heating  or  ventilating  apparatus  or 
without  gas  fixtures.  When  it  was  first  pro- 
posed in  this  Board,  $300,000,  I  think,  was 
the  sum  fixed — I  do  not  know  the  exact  sum— to 
erect  that  building,  and  it  has  certainly  cost 
twenty-five  per  cent,  more  than  the  original  esti- 
mate.' I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
Court  House  will  cost  fifty  per  cent,  more  than 
any  original  estimate  which  may  be  presented  to 
this  Board.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  the  city 
ot  Boston  to  erect  a  building  economically.  You 
will  have  to  suit  so  many  people— judges,  commit- 
tees, juries,  lawyers  and  clerks,  and  a  great 
rr  any  others  would  have  something  to  say  in  this 
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Court  House  matter.  If  the  work  was  in  the 
hands  of  one  man  ,  he  could  doit  economically; 
but  when  committees,  judges  and  other  parties 
have  a  say  about  it— as  so  many  did  about  the 
High  School— the  cost  is  very  greatly  increased. 
In  erecting  the  High  School  building  you  have  to 
consult  the  School  Committee,  and  they  have  to 
advise  with  their  committees,  and  changes  were 
made,  and  changes  will  be  made  in  any  building 
we  propose  to  erect. 

Alderman  Slade— I  want  to  set  the  Alderman 
right.  The  figures  of  the  City  Architect  for  the 
new  High  School  building  were  first  Sj.350,000.  Af- 
terwards it  was  thought  best  to  make  a  fire-proof 
buildiug.  The  roof  and  the  whole  structure  is  rnade 
as  nearly  fire-proof  as  it  is  possible  to  have  it  and 
have  any  wood  in  it  at  all.  That  necessitated  an  ex- 
tra expense  above  thetirst  estimate.  If  it  had  been 
built  according  to  the  architect's  first  plans,  it 
would  have  been  done  at  the  original  estimate. 
But  to  make  a  fire-proof  building,  as  was  suggest- 
ed by  some  of  the  underwriters,  an  extra  expense 
was  incurred. 

Alderman  Viles — I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  plans 
suggested  by  the  committee  are  for  a  fire-proof 
building?  Why  have  we  got  to  double  the  ex- 
pense to  make  it  fire-proof? 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  can  give  another  illustra- 
tion. Take  the  Marcel  la-street  Home:  that  build- 
ing has  cost  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  the  original 
estimate.  The  architect  says  the  blame  is  not  on 
his  part,  but  on  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions who  have  charge  of  the  building.  The  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions  say  it  was  owing 
to  the  City  Architect.  They  pass  it  from  one  to 
the  other,  and  the  building  cost  fifty  per  cent, 
•more  than  the  original  estimate. 

Alderman  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
when  the  vote  is  to  be  taken  on  the  substitute. 

Alderman  Whitten  —  There  is  one  matter  I 
wanted  to  refer  to.  The  Alderman  from  South 
Boston  forgot  to  mention  that,  in  the  plans  here 
before  us  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  old  Court 
House,  there  are  some  twenty  rooms  for  the  use 
of  departments  of  the  city  for  which  rooms  are 
now  hired  outside,  for  which  the  city  pays  some 
$27,000.  That  is  the  reason  why  the  criminal  busi- 
ness was  to  be  taken  to  another  place,  so  the  City 
Architect  informs  me. 

Alderman  Flynn— The  Alderman  is  all  at  sea 
in  this  matter.  It  was  on  the  proposed  plan  of 
arching  Court  square,  but  not  on  the  proposed 
plan  for  the  alteration  of  the  old  Court  House. 

Alderman  Whitten — The  Architect  says  I  am 
right— that  the  upper  stories  of  the  Court  House 
would  have  about  twenty  rooms  for  the  use  of 
the  City  Government  offices  that  we  now  hire 
outside. 

Alderman  Caldwell's  amendment,  as  accepted 
by  Alderman  O'Brien,  was  adopted  —  yeas  6, 
nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  O'Brien, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten— 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Caton,  Flynn,  Slade,  Thorn- 
dike,"  Woolley— 5. 

Absent — Alderman  Wal bridge— 1. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  would  now  move  its  re- 
consideration, hoping  it  will  not  prevail. 

The  Chair — The  question  is  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order  as  amended. 

Alderman  Flvnn— Inasmuch  as  one  Alderman 
is  absent,  I  would  move  that  further  considera- 
tion of  this  matter  be  postponed  until  next  Mon- 
day. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  hone  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  The  order  offered  today  is  the  one  that 
was  prepared  for  the  Alderman  who  is  absent. 
That  is  one  reason  why  this  committee  has  not 
reported  during  these  five  months— because  the 
Alderman  who  is  absent  believed  that  remodel- 
ling the  old  Court  House  is  what  we  ought  to  do, 
and  in  order  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of 
the  law  take  the  reservoir  site.  If  he  were  pres- 
ent I  think  it  would  give  us  another  vote;  and  I 
hope  thisquesoion  will  be  delayed  no  longer. 

Alderman  Flynn— Then  that  is  another  good 
reason  why  we  should  wait  and  have  that  Alder- 
man put  on  record  here.  I  do  not  believe  in 
skulking  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  I  hope  the 
matter  may  be  laid  over  in  order  that  the  Alder- 
man may  be  here  and  have  an  opportunity  to  vote 
upon  the  subject.  It  has  been  postponed  before 
on  account  of  an  Alderman  being  absent,  so  that 
we  might  have  a  full  board.  In  order  that  we 
may  have  a  full  board,  I  would  move  that  it  be 
specially  assigned  to  next  Monday. 

The  question  upon  assignment  was  put  and  the 
Chair  was  in  doubt. 


Alderman  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  6: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Caton,  Flynn,  Slade,  Thorn- 
dike,  Woolley— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  0'Brien,Tuck- 
er,  Viles.  Whitten— ti. 

Alderman  Flynn — Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would 
ask  for  further  time  to  prepare  an  order  so  that 
we  can  act  upon  the  petition  of  Lewis  Coleman 
and  others,  that  the  lot  on  Fort  Hill  may  be 
taken,  which  will  not  cost  the  city  a  dollar.  If 
we  are  going  in  to  save  tne  city's  money  and  pre- 
vent expense,  let  us  do  something  which  will  not 
cost  the  city  anything.  I  move  as  an  amendment 
that  the  committee  be  requested  to  report  an 
order  taking  the  Fort  Hill  lot. 

Alderman  O'Brien- I  hope  we  will  trifle  with 
this  matter  no  longer,  but  settle  it  now.  This 
amendment  is  thrown  in  to  delay  matters.  I 
hope  we  shall  vote  it  down. 

Alderman  Flynn— It  is  not  put  in  to  delay  mat 
ters.  The  gentleman  has  been  harping  here  in 
the  interest  of  the  taxpayers,  and  nbvv  he  comes 
in  with  a  site  which  will  cost  as  much  as  the  Pein- 
berton-square  site.  My  proposition  will  not  cost 
the  city  a  cent.  The  city  owns  the  land  on  Fort 
Hill,  and  next  year  you  can  ask  the  Legislature 
to  repeal  the  law,  it  that  lot  is  taken.  This  order 
which  I  propose  to  adopt  will  commit  the  city  to 
no  expenditure,  and  it  can  remain  there  untii  the 
next  Board  of  Aldermen  can  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture and  ask  to  have  the  law  changed.  That  is 
the  only  reason  I  ask  for  delay  in  this  matter — in 
order  that  I  may  prepare  a  suitable  order  and 
submit  it  to  this  Board.  If  we  are  going  to  save 
expense  to  the  taxpayers,  you  had  better  take 
land  that  belongs  to  the  city  and  will  cost  nothing 
to  take. 

Alderman  Viles— Last  Monday  I  opposed  this 
meeting.  Today  we  have  come  here  lor  business, 
and  I  hope  we  will  finish  it.  The  Alderman  don't 
believe  in  Fort  Hill  square  for  a  Court  House.  Al- 
though he  puts  in  the  amendment,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve he  believes  in  it. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  certainly  do,  if  you  are  go- 
ing in  to  save  the  taxpayers.  I  ask  to  have  the 
substitute  order  read  to  see  if  it  complies  with 
the  statute. 

Alderman  O'Brien— That  order  was  carefully 
prepared  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  and  com- 
plies with  all  the  conditions  of  the  statutes. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  understand  it  was  prepared 
for  the  Alderman  who  is  absent. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  was  prepared  at  his  re- 
quest, and  not  for  him. 

The  substitute  order  was  passed— yeas  6,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  O'Brien, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Caton,  Flynn,  Slade,  Thorn- 
dike,  Woolley— 5. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  now  move  its  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  will  not  prevail. 

Aldeimari  Flynn— I  move  that  the  matter  be 
specially  assigned  to  next  Monday  afternoon  at 
four  o'clock,  when  we  can  have  a  full  Board.  I 
only  do  it  for  the  reason  that  I  want  to  have  Al- 
dermen put  on  record  in  this  matter.  If  there  is 
any  responsibility  for  selecting  this  Pember- 
ton-square  site,  I  am  willing  to  take  my 
share  of  it,  and  I  want  the  same  responsi- 
bility pat  upon  the  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee. That  is  the  reason  I  ask  to  have  the  matter 
postponed  until  Monday,  so  that  every  Aldarmen 
shall  lie  put  on  record. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  care  to  have  this 
put  over  until  next  Monday.  I  think  any  absent 
Alderman  has  made  a  record  for  himself. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  do  not  care  to  ask  to  have 
this  postponed,  as  it  is  well  known  That  it  was 
postponed  on  my  account.  But  I  agree  with  the  Al- 
derman tnat  we  should  have  a"lull  Board.  I 
would  have  voted  for  the  amendment  ot  the  Al- 
derman except  that  1  believe  the  old  Court  House 
is  needed  for  City  Hall  purposes,  it  is  only  a 
question  of  time  when  we  must  have  more  room  or 
build  a  new  City  Hall.  I  believe  i;  is  time  for  the 
city  of  Boston  to  build  a  new  Court  House,  and  I 
believe  we  should  select  a  site  and  erect  such  a 
building  as  will  be  not  only  a  credit  to  the  city, 
but  suited  for  court  purposes  for  all  time,  or  a 
number  of  years  to  come.  For  that  reason,  and 
that  reason  only,  1  voted  as  I  did,  and  because 
the  rebuilding  of  the  old  Court  House  is  not  an 
economical  measure  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  will  prevail, 
and  that  this  will  be  specially  assigned  to  next 
Monday.  We  shall  have  plenty  of  time  for  the 
Board  to  decide  the  matter.    I  want  every  gentle- 
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man  in  the  Board  to  have  a  chance,  and  full  time 
to  consider  and  decide  on  this  matter;  and  more 
than  anything  else  I  think  it  is  proper  that  we 
should  have  a  full  Board.  I  understand  from  the 
Alderman  on  my  right  that  this  order  was  drawn 
for  the  Alderman  who  is  absent  today.  I  suppose 
he  has  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  being  ab- 
sent. I  have  no  doubt  about  it.  I  hope  he  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  be  here,  and  that  we  shall 
hear  his  voice  recorded  yes  or  no  on  this  matter. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  hope  we  shall  put  this 
matter  through  today  without  any  more  tri- 
fling. 

Alderman  Viles  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost— yeas  4, 
nays  7: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Caton,  Flynn,  Thorndike, 
Woolley — 4. 

Nays  —  Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  O'Brien, 
Slade,  Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten— 7. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  now  call  for  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  hoping  it  will  not  prevail. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  declared  lost. 
Alderman  Flynn  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  was  lost— yeas  3, 
nays  8: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Flynn,  Slade,  Thorndike— 3. 
Nays  —  Aldermen     Breck,     Caldwell,     Caton, 
O'Brien,  Tucker,  Tiles,  Whitten,  Woolley— 8. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  following,  which, 
at  his  suggestion,  was  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Whereas,  The  city  of  Boston  is  required  by 
chapter  128  of  the  acts  of  the  Legislature,  passed 
in  1880,  to  provide  for  the  taking  of  land  and  the 
erection  thereon  of  "a  suitable  Court  House  for 
the  use  of  the  courts  of  the  Commonwealth  in  and 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk  and  for  other  purposes 
incidental  thereto,"  and, 

Whereas,  By  chapter  209  of  the  acts  passed  in 
1875,  the  authority  ot  cities  to  borrow  money  is 
limited:  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  "his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  next  Legislature  on  be- 
half of  the  city,  to  incur  a  county  debt  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
for  this  purpose;  the  same  not  to  be  subject  to 
the  restrictions  of  the  last-named  act. 

And,  whereas,  the  proposed  new  Court  House  is 
intended  for  the  use  of  the  courts  of  the  Com- 
monwealth held  for  other  counties,  as  well  as  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  it  is  further 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  also  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  for  appropri- 
ate legislation,  "  hich  shall  provide  for  a  just  and 
equitable  contribution  by  such  counties  towards 
the  cost  of  and  the  maintenance  thereof. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  following,  and 
suggested  that  it  lay  over  under  the  rule: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  remodeling 
tbe  county  Court  House,  according  to  plans  pre- 
pared by  the  City  Architect  in  1875,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to  provide 
the  means. 

Aldermau  Flynn— I  would  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee;  and  I  hope  if  it  is 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  the  members  ap- 
pointed on  it  will  act  honorably  with  the 
committee  themselves.  I  must  say  I  am 
surprised  at  the  action  of  some  of  the  Alder- 
men here  today.  I  am  surprised,  for  the  reason 
that  up  to  1  <st  Wednesday  not  a  single  ember 
of  the  committee  was  notified  that  any  member 
intended  to  change  his  opinion  so  far  as  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  concerned,  and  it  has 
placed  the  committee  in  a  very  embarrassing 
position  here  today.  I  was  ready,  and  I  think  the 
other  members  of  the  committee  were  ready,  to 
concede  to  the  other  members  ot  this  Board  who 
opposed  this  measure,  that  they  were  honest  in 
their  conviction  and  wanted  to  see  the  assess- 
ment and  taxes  of  the  city  reduced  as  much  as 
any  other  persons.  But  I  find  today  that  the 
action  of  tbe  eommittee  has  been  entirely  upset 
by  members  of  the  committee  themselves,  who 
agreed  to  sustain  the  report  of  the  committee. 
I  make  this  statement  because  nothing  has  been 
said  to  the  other  members  of  the  committee  as 
to  the  proposed  change,  and  nothing  intimated  to 
them. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  do  not  particularly  object 
to  the  reference  to  a  special  committee,  but  I 
think  we  have  one  of  the  best  committees  in  City 
Hall  now,  connected  with  public  buildings,  and  it 
api  ears  10  me  that  would  be  the  proper  commit- 
tee for  this  matter  to  go  to,  although  I  do  not 


seriously  object  to  referring  it  to  a  special  com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Flynn — The  proper  reference  would 
be  to  the  next  City  Government.  No  action  can 
be  taken  this  year  by  any  committee.  I  move  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  appears  to  me  this  mat- 
ter had  better  go  over  until  the  next  meeting. 
Let  it  go  over  under  the  rule  until  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  have  no  objection. 

The  order  was  laid  over. 

THE  WOODWARD  DEFALCATION. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  move  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department  on 
the  Woodward  defalcation  be  taken  from  the 
table. 

Alderman  Caton — I  hope  that  will  not  be  taken 
from  the  table  today.  Saturday  is  a  busy  day 
for  most  people,  and  especially  so  with  me;  and  I 
should  like  to  be  here  if  there    is  any  discussion. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  am  perfectly  willing  it 
should  go  over  until  next  Monday,  but  1  shall  ei- 
deavor  to  call  it  up  tben. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  suggest  to  the  Alder- 
man that  an  Alderman  who  is  a  member  of  the 
committee,  and  signed  that  report,  is  abseut  to- 
day. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

A   PERSONAL   EXPLANATION. 

Alderman  Breck— At  our  last  regular  session  I 
was  called  into  the  chair,  and  had  no  opportunity 
to  express  myself  on  this  matter  of  a  Court  House 
site,  and  although  one  subject  is  a  little  past  now, 
yet  I  feel  called  upon  to  make  a  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  Alderman  opposite.  He  thinks  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  have  not  acted  fairly — or 
I  should  judge  that  was  what  he  meant  by  his 
words.  Now,  I  have  agreed  with  the  committee, 
and  have  believed  from  the  beginning  that  the 
Pemberton-square  site  is  the  best  one  for  a  Court 
House.  I  believe  also  that  the  people  of  the  city 
want  that  place  for  a  Court  House — because  they 
wanted  a  place  which  would  be  ornamental,  re- 
tired and  quiet.  But  since  our  regular  session — 
and  I  have  had  no  conversation  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  board,  having  been  busy  on  commit- 
tees—there have  been  many  people  to  see  me,  and 
I  have  found  that  not  one  man  in  a  hundred  is  in 
favor  of  having  a  new  Court  House,  on  account 
of  the  high  rate  of  taxation  it  is  going  to 
cause.  I  have  had  people  call  upon  me  by 
the  dozen  in  my  store  and  say,  "Don't  vote  for 
that;  put  it  off  if  you  can;  do  anything  to  rid  us 
of  this  high  rate  of  taxation."  I  belie vs  the  Pem- 
berton  square  site  is  the  place  for  a  Court  House, 
and  that  the  reservoir  lot  is  not.  But  you  had  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  and  that  was  what 
induced  me  to  vote  as  I  did.  His  letter  informed 
us  that  by  taking  the  reservoir  site  we  should 
comply  in  full  with  the  act.  It  is  n't  necessary 
for  us  to  build  a  Court  House;  consequently  there 
will  be  no  expenditure  to  be  made.  Therefore,  I 
thought  it  was  perfectly  safe  to  vote  as  I  did.  If 
I  had  known  nothing  ot  that  letter  of  the  City  So- 
licitor, I  should  have  voted  the  other  way.  But 
here  we  have  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
and — 

Alderman  Flynn — Did  you  see  the  opiDion  of 
the  City  Solicitor  betore  today? 

Alderman  llreck— I  have  not.  I  saw  it  just  be- 
fore I  was  called  to  the  chair.  It  was  the  first 
time  I  saw  it.  If  I  had  seen  it  before,  I  should 
have  consulted  with  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee about  it.  I  rind  not  only  opposition  among 
the  people  I  meet,  but  every  newspaper  published 
in  Boston  is  opposed  to  this  site,  and  it  is  on  the 
ground  of  the  high  rate  of  taxation  that  the  citi- 
zens have  been  subjected  to  this  year.  I  consider 
that  a  good  reason,  because  I  believe  the  p?ess 
expresses  the  opinions  ot  the  people,  more  espe- 
cially when  every  newspaper  has  urged  the  same 
objections  to  the  site  which  have  caused  us  to 
vote  as  we  have  today.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say 
as  a~>  apology  for  the  way  I  voted.  1  had  prepared 
something  very  different  to  say,  because  I  believed 
in  that  site.  But  when  I  heard  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Solicitor,  and  knew  the  feeling  of  the 
people  as  expressed  through  the  papers,  I  be- 
lieved it  would  be  only  fighting  against  the  people 
to  vote  for  the  Pemberton-square  site. 

Alderman  Caton— I  don't  object  to  the  gentle- 
man changing  his  mind  at  the  last  moment.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  pressure  has  been  very  great. 
But  the  Alderman  has  been  as  firm  in  his  convic- 
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tions  all  the  way  through  as  the  rest  of  us  have 
been.  The  pressure  has  been  equally  great  upon 
the  other  members  who  believed  in  the  Pember- 
ton-square  site  as  upon  the  Alderman  who  just 
sat  down.  But  I,  for  one,  voted  according  to  my 
honest  convictions.  If  it  could  have  satisfied  my 
own  conscience  I  should  certainly  have  voted  as 
the  Alderman  has  done,  because  I  have  had  as 
great  a  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  me  as  the 
Alderman  has.  But  I  consider  it  a  duty  I  owed 
to  myself  to  act  according  to  my  honest  convic- 
tions. 

Alderman  Yiles— T  do  not  believe  it  is  necessary 
for  the  Alderman  from  the  Brighton  District  to 
make  any  remarks  on  this  matter.  We  adjourned 
to  this  time  for  the  very  purpose  of  giving  Alder- 
men an  opportunity  to  get  more  light.  If  he  at 
the  last  moment  has  got  more  light  I  think  it  is 
noble  in  him  to  stand  up  and  say  so,  and  change 
his  vote. 

Alderman  Breck— One  word  in  reply  to  the 
Alderman  on  my  right.  He  said  if  he  could  have 
acted  according  to  bis  honest  convictions  he 
would  have  done  so  too.  Now,  up  to  the  time  of 
coming  here  I  was  just  as  firm  as  he  was  to  vote 


for  Pemberton  sauare.  But  when  I  saw  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Solicitor  1  changed  my  mind,  be- 
cause I  found  we  could  comply  with  the  law  and 
prevent  this  high  taxation.  After  that  petition 
has  been  sent  to  the  Legislature,  if  we  find  we 
don't  want  this  site  we  can,  perhaps,  select  a  site 
that  will  suit  the  city  better  and  not  cost  near  as 
much  money. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  like  to  ask  the  Alder- 
man what  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion  had  to  do 
with  the  selection  of  a  site.  All  the  City  Solicitor 
said  was  we  could  take  that  lotof  land,  and  when- 
ever it  is  taken  it  is  binding.  Everybody  knew 
that,  and  the  Alderman  knew  it  as  weli  as  the 
City  Solicitor  did.  He  knew  the  law,  and  knew 
what  the  views  of  the  committee  were,  for  it  was 
talked  over  in  the  committee. 

Alderman  Breck— In  answer  to  the  Alderman,  I 
would  say  that  the  opinion  instructs  us  that 
taking  the  reservoir  site  covers  the  law  and  re- 
lieves us  from  building  a  new  Court  House.  I 
believe  we  ought  to  have  a  new  Court  House,  but 
if  he  decides  we  need  n't  take  the  land  necessary 
for  it,  we  save  so  much  money  hy  not  doing  it. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON, 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermeu, 
NOVEMBER    '29,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Alderman 

O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  James  Jackson  against  allowing  the 
occupation  of  a  new  brick  stable  in  rear  of  347 
Beacon  street,  petitioned  for  by  John  H.  Dix. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 
Miles  Washburn,  new  brick,  three  horses,  340 
Beacon  street,  Ward  11;  George  W.  Witherell,  old 
wooden,  one  additional  horse, on  Woodbine  street, 
near  Warren,  Ward  21;  Mrs.  M.  E.  Knowlton, 
new  brick,  two  horses,  342  Beacon  street,  Ward 
11;  Hannah  Mullen,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  Lex- 
ington avenue,  near  Washington  street,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  H.  Bessom, 
administrator,  for  lamos  in  Bessom  court. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for 
brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  12-20 
Carey  street;  Ruth  H.  Tompson,  on  Parker  street; 
J.  P.  Potter  et  al.,  for  plank  walk  on  north  side  of 
River  street;  J.  Franklin  Fuller  et  al..  trustees, 
that  curbstones  be  placed  in  Iront  of  the  new 
building  recently  erected  by  them  on  the  prem- 
ises 48  Lincoln  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Edwin  R. 
Prescott,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused 
by  insecurity  cf  sidewalk  of  the  Hemenway  estate 
on  Washington  street,  Nov,  2.  1880. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  A.  D.  Williams,  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Farnham  street,  near  Gerard 
street,  Ward  20. 

HEARING. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  petition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay  a 
curve  track. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Paving. 

UNFINISHED      BUSINESS. 

Preamble  and  orders  for  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  incur  a  county  debt 
for  the  erection  of  a  Court  House,  and  that  other 
counties  he  authorized  to  contribute  towards  the 
expense  ol  said  Court  House.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs,  on  motion  of 
Alderman   "Viles.    Sent  down. 

Order  for  Committee  on  County  Accounts  to 
expend  §200,000  in  remodelling  the  Old  Court 
House,  and  for  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide 
the  means. 

Alderman  Viles— I  think  this  Board  have  heard 
all  they  want  to  about  the  Court  House  and 
Court  House  sites  for  the  present,  and  as  the  time 
is  short  for  the  committee  to  do  anything,  I  move 
the  reference  of  the  order  to  the  next  City  Coun- 
cil. 

The  motion  was  put  and  the  order  declared  re- 
ferred to  the  next  Board  of  Aldermen,  Alder- 
man Tiles,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman, 
changing  his  motion  to  that  effect. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  like  to  inquire  what 
reference  was  made  of  that  order. 

The  Chairman— It  has  been  referred  to  the 
next  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Flynn — Was  that  the  intention  of  the 
Aldermen  in  voting  for  the  reservoir  site? 

Alderman  Viles — it  was  the  proper  thing  to  do 
with  this  order,  I  think.  As  I  stated  before,  the 
time  is  now  so  short  before  the  first  of  next 
month  that  no  committee  can  give  it  that  care- 
ful consideration  which  an  enterprise  of  this 
nature  needs.  I  do  not  think  it  is  worth  while 
for  any  committee  to  tal<e  it  into  consideration 
this  month,  as  there  is  not  time  to  dispose  of  it 
in  any  definite  form. 

Alderman  Slade— 1  do  not  feel  as  though  I  ever 
wanted  to  mention  the  name  of  Court  House 
again  as  long  as  I  live.  At  the  same  time,  when 
this  order  was  offered,  I  believe  it  was  with  the 
idea  that  the  old  Court  House  should  be 
remodelled  according  to  the  plans  before 
us.  I  simply  want  to  state  that  those 
plans,  when  made,  contemplated  the  erec- 
tion of  a  Court  House  for  criminal  busi- 
ness. They  did  not  provide  for  any  cells  or  crimi- 
nal business  in   this   building.    Neither  did  they 


provide  quarters  for  the  Probate  Court,  for  which 
we  are  paying  §10,000.  I  think  we  were  rather 
fast  in  that  matter,  and  I  was  a  good  deal  sur- 
prised at  the  way  in  which  the  order  came  in.  I 
am  willing  it  should  be  postponed  or  laid  over; 
but  1  want  to  say  that  about  every  lawyer  or 
judge,  when  the  matter  of  laying  out  any  money 
on  the  old  Court  House  was  suggested,  expressed 
the  opinion  that  matters  would  not  lie  improved 
at  all,  and  that  we  had  better  wait  until  we  can 
build  a  new  Court  House,  if  it  takes  years. 

Alderman  Flynn— The  proper  disposition  of  this 
order  will  be  to  indefinitely  postpone  it,  because 
the  law  giving  the  Board  authoiity  to  take  this 
land  requires  that  the  Court  House' shall  be  erect- 
ed on  the  land  so  taken.  What  is  the  use  of  re- 
ferring this  to  the  next  City  Government?  I 
think  it  better  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  I 
make  that  motion. 

The  Chairman— The  Board  have  already  re- 
ferred the  order  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Alderman  Flynn— Then  I  move  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  Chairman — The  Board  will  first  have  to 
vote  to  reconsider. 

Alderman  Flynn— Then  I  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  whereby  it  was  referred  to  the  next 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  declared  lost. 
Alderman  Flynn  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  was  l^st— yeas  5, 
nays  6: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Breck,  Caton,  Flynn,  Slade, 
Thorndike— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Caldwell,  O'Brien,  Tucker, 
Viles,  Whitten,  Woolley— 6. 

Absent — Alderman  Walbridge— 1. 

'      PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Request  of  School  Committee  for  additional 
primary  accommodations  in  Everett  (Dorchester) 
District;  and  for  additional  yard  room  for  Blos- 
som-street Schoolhouse  (primary),  and  for  the 
Prince  Schoolhouse.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  in  concurrence. 

Request  of  Boston  Water  Board  for  construe 
tion  of  an  additional  storage  basin  in  Sudbury 
River.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Water,  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  for  Park  Commissioners  to 
confer  with  the  horse  railroad  corporations  as  to 
contributing  towards  Public  Parks.  Order  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Report  that,  proceeds  of  sale  of  public  lands 
cannot  be  diverted  to  purchase  Public  Parks,  etc. 
Accepted  iu  concurrence. 

Report,  inexpedient,  to  provide  an  ambulance 
for  East  Boston  District.  Referred  to  next  City 
Council,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  keep  the  ice  on  Public  Garden  pond 
free  from  snow.    Passed  iu  concurrence. 

Report  of  fires  and  alarms  for  October,  1880. 
Placed  on  file. 

Order  to  expend  §200  additional  on  Wareham- 
street  Armory  building.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  B.  F.  Stacey  §16  for  supplies  pro- 
vided by  him.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  approving  action  of  Boston  Water 
Board  in  checking  waste  of  water.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  transferring  to  City  Hospital 
additional  lands.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  request  an 
amendment  to  the  vinegar  act,  so  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  inspectors  may  not  be  obligatory. 
Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Free  Soupt. 

Report  and  order  tbat  soup  be  provided  under 
the  direction  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and 
that  §2500  be  appropriated  therefor. 

Alderman  Breck— I  have  a  petition  which  I  have 
been  requested  to  present  and  have  read  before 
that  order  is  acted  upon. 

The  Chairman  read  a  petition  from  Edward 
Hamilton  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of 
the  order  (reported  without  a  hearing  to  those 
interested  iu  the  matter),  and  requesting  a  hear- 
ing before  the  Board  in  opposition  to  it. 

Alderman  Breck  moved  the  reference  of  the 
petition  to  the  Committee  on  the  Treatment  of 
the  Poor  with  a  request  to  give  the  gentleman  a 
hearing. 

Alderman  Caldwell— This  subject  was  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Treatment  of  the  Poor. 
One  of  the  Police  Commissioners  Jind  three  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  were  present.    Opposition 
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to  this  order  was  not  anticipated.  This  change 
was  made  because  it  was  thought  it  would  be  a 
great  deal  better  lor  all  concerned.  It  was  stated 
that  this  money  could  be  expended  without  any 
trouble  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  it  was 
represented  that  it  had  been  some  trouble  to  the 
Police  Department.  The  committee  adopted  this 
plan  because  it  was  thought  it  would  be  better  for 
all  concerned.  If  anybody  makes  any  objection 
to  the  change,  I  do  not  think  the  committee 
would  insist;,  but  the  change  is  intended  for  the 
good  of  the  whole. 

Alderman  Breck— This  matter  is  new,  as  the 
petition  was  handed  to  me  just  after  I  came  into 
the  Board  today.  Mr.  Hamilton  is  present  and 
ready  to  be  heard. 

Alderman  Viles— I  have  heard  that  parties  go- 
ing to  tlie  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  soup  would 
become  paupers.  If  so,  I  should  vote  against  the 
order.  Many  poor  people,  who  are  out  of  work 
in  winter,  receive  this  soup  from  the  police,  and 
it  does  not  make  them  paupers. 

Alderman  Breck— I  move  that  Mr.  Hamiltou 
have  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  have  the  hearing  before  the  committee,  instead 
of  before  the  Board.  Alderman  Viles  has  maae  a 
statement  which  I  think  ought  to  be  contro- 
verted. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  hope  it  will  be  sent  back 
to  the  committee,  to  hear  the  parties  and  report 
back  to  the  Board.  I  certainly  agree  with  the  Al- 
derman opposite.  If  this  isgoing  to  make  pau- 
pers of  people  who  apply  for  soup,  I  think  it 
would  not  be  judicious  "to  pass  the  order.  I 
should  like  to  have  a  more  clear  understanding 
of  it.  It  better  be  referred  back  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  let  them  give  the  party  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Viles— It  was  my  idea  to  have  the 
hearing  before  the  committee. 

Alderman  Caldwell— When  this  was  before  the 
committee  nothing  of  that  sort  was  thought  of. 
I  should  be  the  last  one  to  have  the  idea  go  before 
the  public  that  such  would  be  the  result  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  think  delays  are  dangerous 
and  that  we  better  hear  Mr.  Hamilton  this  after- 
noon. I  think  we  had  better  have  the  hearing 
before  the  Board,  so  that  we  can  understand  what 
we  are  voting  for. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  move  that  it  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee,  with  instructions  to  give  a 
hearing  to  Mr.  Hamilton  and  any  other  parties 
who  desire  to  be  heard. 

Alderman  Breck  accepted  the  amendment,  and 
the  report  was  recommitted— 8  for,  3  against— 
with  directions  to  hear  the  remonstrant  and  any 
other  parties.    Sent  down. 

KELEASE  ON  PROBATION. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  recommending  the  release  of  Maria 
Duereaux  from  the  House  of  Correction.  Ac- 
cepted. 

PUBLIC      LANDS. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
W.  H.  Leatherbee  &  Son  for  modification  of  the 
sixth  condition  of  deed  of  land  on  Dedham  street 
sold  to  them  by  the  city.    Accepted.      Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  peti- 
tion of  O.  S.  Sanders,  that  the  grade  of  Camden 
street  be  established  between  Tremont  street  and 
Providence  Railroad,  as  the  grade  therein  asked 
for  was  established  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  Dec.  23,  1879.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Claims,  that  petition  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Sullivan,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Bolton  street,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving.    Accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 

UNRULY   BOYS  ON  THE  PUBLIC-GARDEN  POND. 

The  following  was  read  by  the  Chairman: 
Department  of  Common  and  Squares,  | 
Boston,  Nov.  29,  1880.      ( 

Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Common,  etc.  :  Dear  Sir — The  boys  who  use  the 
pond  on  the  Public  Garden  have  become  very  un- 
ruly for  some  days  past.  They  have  injured  the 
beds  that  were  planted  with  bulbs,  the  trees  and 
shrubbery,  and  the  police  force  is  entirely  inade- 
quate to  prevent  this  vandalism.  I  can  see  no 
other  alternative,  but    to   let  the   water  off  the 


pond  and  put  a  stop  to  skating,  or  a  sufficient  in- 
crease of  the  police  force  to  preserve  order. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

William  Doogue,  Superintendent. 
Referred  to  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners. 
Sent  down. 

THE  WOODWARD  DEFALCATION. 

The  following  was  received  and  read  under  head 
of  communications  from  city  officers: 

City  of  Boston,  i 

Treasurer's  Office, 
Boston,  Nov.  27,  1880.     ) 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  -I  hereby  respectfully  make  known  to  the 
City  Council  that  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on 
the  Sinking  Funds  have  requested  me,  as  City 
Treasurer,  to  transfer  eighty-two  thousand  dol- 
lars from  the  funds  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  the 
funds  of  said  Commissioners,"  to  make  good  a  de- 
ficiency caused  by  the  defalcation  of  John  A. 
Woodward,  late  cashier  in  this  office.  The  Sink- 
ing Funds  are  held  by  Commissioners  upon  trust 
to  secure  the  creditors  of  the  city,  and  can  only 
be  disposed  of  or  drawn  upon  in  conform- 
ity with  that  trust,  and  the  city  funds 
are  held  separately  to  be  drawn  upon 
only  as  the  city  of  Boston  may  direct.  The 
Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds 
having  communicated  information  to  the  City 
Council  that  their  request  has  not  been  complied 
with,l  hereby  respectfully  represent  that,  as  I 
am  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 
as  well  as  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  custodian  of 
the  funds  of  both,  I  ought  not  as  City  Treasurer 
make  a  transfer  to  my  account  as  Treasurer  of 
the  Sinking  Funds  without  the  approval  of  both 
parties  for  whom  such  funds  are  held.  It  appears 
to  be  my  duty  to  leave  the  funds  in  the  condition 
they  were  when  the  defalcation  was  discovered, 
and  submit  to  my  superiors,  the  City  Council,  the 
determination  of  such  action  as  they  consider 
best,  and  it  will  be  my  earnest  desire  to  carry  out 
the  wishes  of  those  wnom  I  serve. 

C.  H.  Dennie,  City  Treasurer. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
Sent  down. 

Later  in  the  session  Alderman  Whitten  moved 
to  take  from  the  table  the  report  and  order  to  re- 
quire C.  H.  Dennie  to  restore  amount  lost  to  City 
Treasury  by  the  recent  defalcation.  (City  Doc. 
126.) 

Alderman  Flynn— It  seems  to  me  that  inasmuch 
as  two  important  communications  touching  this 
matter  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department,  we  had  better  wait  and 
ascertain  what  will  be  the  result  of  their  investi- 
gations as  to  what  disposition  shall  be  made 
of  them.  I  hope  the  motion  to  take  from  the 
table  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  do  not  see  as  those  docu- 
ments have  anything  to  do  with  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Treasury.  There  is  no  question 
but  there  is  a  defalcation,  and  this  report  is  sup- 
posed to  be  correct.  I  hope  it  will  he  taken  from 
the  table  and  the  order  adopted. 

The  report  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  the 
question  came  upon  the  passage  of  the  order — 

That  Charles  H.  Dennie,  City  Treasurer,  be  re- 
quired to  forthwith  make  good  the  deficiency  ex- 
isting in  his  accounts. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  I  sympathize  with  Mr.  Dennie,  tlie 
Treasurer,  in  the  unfortunate  position  in  which 
he  is  placed.  In  my  opinion,  he  is  placed  there 
by  bis  own  omissions  and  by  following  the  very 
imperfect  system  that  was  handed  down  to  him 
by  his  predecessor,  and  also  by  the  omissions  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Treasury,  who  have  exam- 
ined his  accounts  for  five  successive  years,  and 
found  them  correct.  This  examination  amounted 
to  nothing;  was  worse  than  nothing,  because  it 
gave  an  assurance  to  the  Treasurer  that  he  was 
all  right  so  far  as  his  funds  were  concerned.  It 
also  gave  an  assurance  to  the  City  Council  that 
the  affairs  in  that  department  were  all  right, 
and  it  also  gave  an  assurance  to  our  citizens 
that  the  Treasury  Department,  for  the  past  five 
years,  was  all  right,  when  the  contrary  was  the 
case.  It  may  be  proper  to  inquire  now  if  the  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  who  have  stood  at  the  head 
of  the  City  Government  during  the  past  five  years 
—Messrs.  Cobb,  Pierce  and  Prince — have  been  re- 
miss in  their  duties; if  they  have  failed  to  appoint 
the  right  men  to  look  into  those  accounts  year 
after  year.    The  first  year  that  these  stealings 
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commenced  was  1875.  The  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  of  that  year,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  Abra- 
ham 0.  Bigelow,  Alvah  A.  Barrage,  Francis  H. 
Peabody,  Augustus  Parker  and  John  Osborne,  Jr. 
We  have  in  the  committee  of  that  year  men  dis- 
tinguished as  merchants,  a  gentleman  distin- 
guished as  a  banker,  and  men  also  who  are  expert 
accountants;  but  yet,  after  careful  examination 
of  the  accounts  of  tue  treasury,  they  were  found 
correct,  when  it  has  turned  nut  that  they  were 
not  correct.  I  contend,  therefore,  that  the  sys- 
tem of  making  examinations  has  been  wrong  and 
very  imperfect  during  these  past  five  years.  In 
1876  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department 
was  Abraham  O.  Bigelow,  Alvah  A.  "Burrage, 
Francis  H.  Peabody,  Francis  H.  Davis  and 
Phineas  J.  Stone,  Jr."  I  doubt.  Mr.  Chairman, if  a 
better  committee  could  be  selected  out  of  the  en- 
tire citizens  of  Boston.  We  have  got  distin- 
guished merchants,  bankers  and  accountants; 
but  their  examinations  amounted  to  nothing, 
were  good  for  nothing,  were  worse  than  nothing. 
In  1877  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Department 
was  Nehemiah  Gibson,  George  Dunbar,  Phineas 
J.  Stone,  Jr.,  Moses  S.  Richardson  and  James  H. 
Danforth — another  committee  fully  competent  to 
do  the  work  and  attend  to  it.  But  yet  the  steal 
ings  had  been  going  on  for  over  two  years,  and 
they  examined  the  accounts  and  found  them  cor- 
rect, and  assured  our  Treasurer  that  he  was  right. 
They  assured  this  City  Council  that  the 
accounts  in  that  department  were  right, 
and  they  assured  our  citizens  that  "the 
accounts  in  that  department  were  right.  In  1878 
the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department  was 
Lewis  C.  Whiton,  Charles  Hayden,  Moses  W, 
Richardson,  George  H.  ffymati  and  Oscar  H. 
Sampson.  I  doubt,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  a  better 
committee  could  be  selected  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. Here  are  men  who  are  expert  accountants, 
bankers  and  merchants.  The  committee  of  1879 
was  Charles  Hayden,  S.  B.  Stebbins,  George  H. 
"Wymau,  Albert  T.  Stearns  and  James  Devine, 
another  committee,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  good  as 
could  be  selected  out  of  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton. In  1880  the  committee  is  Charles  Y. 
Whitten,  Frederick  G.  Walbridge,  Frank  E. 
Sweetser,  Charles  X.  Hart  and  Austin  Bige- 
low, a  committee  equally  competent  to 
examine  the  accounts,  as  good  as  could 
be  found  in  the  city  of  Boston— men  who  aie  ex. 
pert  in  examining  accounts.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  do  not  call  attention  to  this  matter  at  the 
present  time  to  find  fault  with  the  work  of  the 
committee;  I  know  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to 
see  how  these  things  could  be  avoided  by  a  full 
and  correct  examination  of  the  books;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  commit- 
tee to  give  us  something  that  would,  in  the  fu- 
ture, insure  a  full  and  correct  examination  of  the 
books.  I  think  they  failed  to  do  so,  and  the  rea- 
son why  I  make  these  remarks  now  is  that,  after 
the  order  is  passed,  I  intend  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  the  ordinances: 
Ordinance 
To  Amend  Ordinance  in  relation  to  Finance. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Amend  section  3  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
Finance  by  inserting  after  the  word  "decision," 
in  the  twenty-first  line,  the  following:  "It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  to  examine 
once  every  three  months,  and  oftener  if  he  deems 
it  expedient,  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  City 
and  County  Treasurer,  and  report  the  result  of 
said  examination  to  the  Committee  on  Finance." 

Section  10  of  said  ordinance  is  hereby  repealed 
and  the  following  enacted  in  place  thereof:  "Sec- 
tion 10.  The  city  and  County  Treasurer  shall 
submit  to  the  City  Council  a  monthly  statement, 
giving  in  detail  the  amount  of  money  received  by 
him  and  from  what  source,  and  the  amount  dis- 
bursed and  lor  what  purpose.  His  books  and  ac- 
counts shall  be  open  at  all  times  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  he  shall  af- 
ford all  necessary  facilities  for  such  examina- 
tions. 

Alderman  O'Brien— One  of  the  best  documents 
issued  in  City  Hall  is  the  monthly  statement  of 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts.  It  gives,  in  the  first 
place,  the  appropriation  for  every  department 
during  the  year,  the  amount  expended  up  to  that 
time,  and  the  balance  unexpended.  For  my  part, 
I  obtain  a  great  deal  of  valuable  information 
from  that  document.  I  feel  that  a  similar  docu- 
ment sent  to  us  every  month  in  relation  to  our 
finances,  by  the  City  Treasurer,  would  be  just  as 
valuable.  I  shall  vote  for  the  order  submitted  by 
the  committee,  although    I    think  it  is  a  severe 


one  on  Mr.  Dennie.  He  has  to  pay  the  penalty  of 
his  own  omissions.  He  has  to  pay  for  an  imper- 
fect system  that  was  handed  down  to  him  by  his 
predecessor,  and  he  has  to  pay  the  penalty  for 
omissions  by  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, who  have  examined  his  accounts  for 
the  past  five  years.  Although  I  shall  vote  for  the 
order,  believing  that  our  treasury  should  be  pro- 
tected, I  still  think  that  Mr.  Dennie  has  to  pay, 
not  only  for  his  own  omissions,  but  for  the  omis- 
sions of  others. 

Alaerman  Whitten— 1  have  very  little  to  say 
in  replj-  to  the  Alderman  who  has  taken  his  seat. 
The  committee,  every  one  of  them,  had  a  great 
deal  of  sympathy  for  Mr.  Dennie.  It  was  only 
from  a  sense  of  duty  that  they  made  that 
report  and  signed  it;  and  it  was  a  ucanimous 
report.  I  am  very  glad  the  Alderman  has 
seen  fit  to  eulogize  the  past  and  present 
committees  as  he  has.  No  committee  can  go 
into  the  Treasury  Department — no  ordinary 
committee — the  way  it  is  organized,  and  dis- 
cover this  deficiency  without  going  through 
the  books  and  cash  and  the  Sinking  Funds  at 
the  same  time.  The  fault  was  not  with  the 
comu-'ittee.  The  fault  was  with  the  way  the 
office  was  conducted.  The  fault  was  with  the 
City  Treasurer.  He  had  been  there  for  years, 
he  knew  every  detail  of  his  office,  and  should 
have  known,  certainly  as  often  as  once  a 
month,   whether  his  bank    account    was    right. 

For  about  eleven  months  in  each  financial  year, 
from  about  May  until  the  next  April,  his  Sinking 
Fund  account  would  be  short.  In  the  first  place 
it  was  §40,000,  then  §62,000  and  then  §82,000,  and 
nobody  in  the  office  knew  anything  about  it. 
There  "was  Mr.  Woodward,  a  man  whom  he  ap- 
pointed himself,  not  only  having  some  three  or 
four  bank  accounts,  with  blank  checks  signed  by 
the  City  Treasurer  to  fill  out  as  he  saw  fit,  but  he 
also  kept  the  pass  books  from  the  banks;  and,  as 
we  understand  it,  Mr.  Dennie  has  not  seen  them 
for  years,  and  had  not  examined  them  with  his 
bank  account  to  see  whether  they  were  correct 
or  not.  The  present  committee  "examined  the 
Sinking  Funds  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  and  found 
them  correct.  But  it  was  made  by  taking  §62,000 
from  the  city  treasury  account.  That  was 
on  the  24th  day  of  '  May.  The  26th  day 
of  May  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment had  a  meeting,  and  decided  to  employ 
an  expert  and  examine  the  books  and  count  the 
cash  to  see  if  they  corresponded.  They  went 
down  there  two  or  three  days  afterward.  It 
seems  that  Mr.  Woodward,  with  whom  I  had  no 
acquaintance  and  should  not  know  him  if  I 
should  see  him  now,  knew  of  that  meeting,  and 
that  day  drew  §82,000  from  the  Sinking  Fund 
account,  and  §20,000  from  the  cash,  thus  mak- 
ing good  the  account  in  the  city  treasury.  It 
is  easy  enough  now  to  see  where  this  committee 
could  have  discovered  that.  They  counted  the 
cash  that  day,  and  found  it  all  there.  They  had 
no  more  to  do  with  the  Sinking  Funds  than  any 
outside  man.  How  could  they  £now  those  funds 
were  short?  Those  funds  aie  under  the  care  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners.  I  am  credibly 
informed  that,  had  the  City  Treasurer  followed 
the  instructions  given  him  by  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  two  days  before,  not  to  use  the 
blank  cheek  which  had  been  discovered,  this 
money  could  not  have  been  transferred,  and  this 
defalcation  could  have  been  discovered  May 24.  I 
do  not  wish  to  say  anything  to  excuse  the  com- 
mittee. If  they  have  done  anything  wrong,  let 
them  have  the  benefit  of  it,  but,  so  far  as  this  re- 
port is  concerned,  it  is  strictly  correct,  and  it  is 
the  only  way  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  City 
Council. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  amendment  to 
the  ordinance  previously  read  bv  him.  and  moved 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  should  like  to  sav  that 
the  proposed  employment  of  an  expert  to'exam- 
ine  the  accounts  of"  the  various  departments  is 
now  before  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  we 
recommend  that  it  be  adopted.  They  should  he 
examined  at  least  eight  or  ten  times  a  vear. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee.    Sent  down. 

Subsequently,  Alderman  Whitten  offered  an 
order— That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Treasury  Department  as  relates  to  the 
verification  of  the  payment  of  interest  and  bonds 
by  the  Auditor  ot  Accounts  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Accounts,  to  consider  and  report 
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thereon,  consulting  with  the  Auditor  in  relation 
to  the  same.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS  FOB  STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health'  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  by  Benjamin  Anthony, 
164  Ruggles  street;  T.  B.  Morrill,  Rutherford 
avenue,  near  Lincoln  street,  Ward  4;  J.  B.  Down- 
ing, Kendrick  street,  Ward  25;  Henry  N.  Sawyer, 
Thornley  street,  corner  Pleasant  street,  Ward  24. 

SALABLE   PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doc.  131): 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Oct.  25,  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  submit  hereunder  a  detailed  list  of 
the  salable  land  and  buildings  belonging  to  the 
city  Jan.  1,  1880,  with  the  assessed  values  for  this 
year  and  1879  appended,  and  also  memoranda  of 
sales  that  have  been  made  of  any  such  property 
between  January  1  and  this  time.  The  estates 
in  charge  of  this  committee  have  been  grouped 
together,  and  are  placed  first  in  the  list: 


Estates. 

Location  and  De- 

Feet. 

Taxed 

Sold  since 

scription. 

in 
1880. 

Jan.  1, 
1880,  for 

Wharf.. 

. .  From  Medford  st. 
used  by  Paving 

Department.... 

28,840  81 

Land 

.  Corner  High  and 

School  streets.. 

1,711 

2.500  gl     ' 

Land  and 

flats... 

.  Rutherford  ave.. 

20,000 

Not  taxed, 

Land — 

.  Newbury  street. . 

2,128 

8.500 

7,820.40 

Land 

.  High  street 

1,072 

5,500 

5,092.00 

492 

2,500 

1,968.00 

Land,... 

.  L  and  East  First 

27,000 

4,100 

.  L,  First  and  Sec- 

ond streets 

15,000 

3,700 

Land 

Third.  L,  and  Sec- 

ond streets 

33,250 

10.000 

Land 

E.  Third    street, 
between      Nos. 

571  and  607.... 

7,000 

1,400 

E.  Broadway,  be- 
tween Nos.  726 
and  736 

7  000 

^lots.lof 
„  anri  (3560  feet 
-8uofsold    for 

J 

81783.45 

Nine  lots  on  East 
Third  street  be- 

tween L&Msts 

4,125 
3,875 
3,875 
3,875 
3,875 
3,875 
3,875 
3,875 

1.700 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 

Land  and 

3,875 

1,600 

stable . 

.In  rear    of    East 
Third  street,  ad- 

join'g  above  lots 
.1,  Second,  M  and 

2,097 

1.600 

1,215.00 

Third  streets... 

.17,250 

34,200 

M.   and   E.   First 

.26,925 

25,400 

Land 

East    Fourth    st., 
lot   8,    between 

Nos.  784  and  700 

6,250 

2,500 

Land 

East   Fourth    St., 

lot  7 

6,250 

2,500 

Land  .... 

East  Third  street. 

3,750 

900 

1,125.00 

East  Third  street, 
and   through  to 

( 

6  lots;  4 

22,000 

5,500^ 

sold  for 

Land 

Cor.   M    and  East 

1 

3,313.82 

Second  streets.. 

58,175 

9,700 

Land 

N.E.  cor.  N  andE. 

Third  streets.... 

6,250 

2,200 

Land 

S.E.  cor.  NandE. 

First  streets.... 

63,250 

l?,70O 

Land  anc 

build'gs  E.   Third,  corner 

3,197 

1,600 

Land  am 

nou8e.. 

38  Porter  street. 

e39 

3.500 

3,000.00 

Land  anc 

house.. 

33  Wheeler  street 

1,188 

3.300 

3.025.00 

Land 

Middlesex  street. 

1,096 

$2,000 

Land  and 

b'ldings  62  Bristol  st,  cor. 

Albany  street.. 

20.000 

35,800 

Laud 

E.Dedham  St.— 

Lot  1 

2,356 

1,700  \tl.4 

Lot  2 

2,346 

1,700 

Lot  3 

2,346 
2.346 

1.70C 

1,442.79 

1,700 

1,231.65 

Lot  7 

2,346 
2,346 

1,700 
1,700 

1,231.65 

Lot  8 

1,231.65 

AVhf.  and 
build- 
ings  E.  side  Albany  st. 

at  foot  of  East 

Canton  street...    26,000    46,000 

Whf.  and 
b'Idings  Albany   st.,   opp. 
City  HosDital... 

Land.  ...  Between  Nos.  53 
&  65  Pembroke 
street 1,628 

Land Harrison  ave.  bet. 

Brookline    and 
Newton  sts 21,662 

Land Cor. Harrison  ave. 

and   E.  Spring- 
field streets 2,104 

Land E.  Springfield  st., 

and  through  to 
E.  Chester  park 


2,800     2,116.40 
27,100 
2,600 


1,923 
56,077 

Land Albany,    cor.     of 

Stoughton  St....     12,000 
Land.  ...  Cor.    Albany  and 

E.  Concord  St.. .       4,000 

Land Harrison  avenue, 

cor.    Stoughton 

street 8,700 

Land E.   Newton,   cor. 

Albany  street..       3,677 
Land.  ...  Stoughton  street. 

to  E.  Newton  st.'  103,926 
Land....    E.  Newton  street    39,570 
Land  and 
b'lding.  Old  bath-house  on 

Cabot  street 5,000 

Land  and 
b'ld'gs.  952  to  990  Harri- 
son avenue 36,673 

Land  and 
b'ld'gs.  948  to  950  Harri- 
son avenue 5,311 

Land  and 
b'ld'gs.  930  to  946  Harri- 
son avenue 14,910 

Land West  side  of  Fel- 
lows street 44,056 

Land Foot   of    Fellows 

place 6,675 

Land West  side  of  Fel- 
lows street 19,948 

Land  and 
b'ld'gs.  2  Fellows  street..     2,639 

Land Brown  and  Hun- 

neman  streets..     5,522 

Land East  side  Fellows 

street 8,429 

Land  and 

house.. 11   Hunneman  st..     5,000 
Land  and 
store- 

house.. Hunneman  street..     2,922 
Wharf 
and 
b  u  i  Id- 

ings Northeast     corner 

Swett  street, 
southwest  corner 
East  Chester 
park    and      800 

Albanvstreet 

Wharf  ...Northeast  corner 
Swett  street, 
southwest  corner 
East         Chester 

park 13,695    17,000 

Land Boston,  near  Ham- 
let street 2,000         400 

Land and 
build- 
ings  Smallpox      Hospi- 
tal estate,  Swett 

street 112,070    36,000 

Land  and 
houses.Part  of  the  Marcel- 
la  -  street   Home 
estate. 

Land Corner      Tremont 

and  Heath  sts. .  .370,270    55,500 

Land Gibson  and    ParK 

streets,  and  Dor- 
chester avenue 
(Gibson      School 

Fund) 195,056      9,700 

27,000      2,100 
32,000      1,900 
175,000    12,200 
Land Six  lots  on  a  forty- 
foot  street  from 
Neponset     ave- 
nue, next  south 
from    A8hmont 

street 13,550         300 

9,507         200 
8,341  200 
8,028          200 
7,831          200 
9,903  200 
Land  and 
b'ld'gs..  Poor  Farm  estate, 
Lake  st.,  Brigh- 
ton   320.700      7,900 


2,500 
56,000 

15,000 

5,000 

13,000 

4,600 

104,000 
39.600 


63,100  34.205.00 

6,800     5,500.00 

16,400  9,250.00 
24,200  13,513.50 

3,300  1,424.85 
10,000 

2,300     2,00000 

2,800 

5,100 

5,300 

3,300 


15,329    28,000 


NOVEMBER       29 


1880 


bi7 


Taxed 
Feet,    in  1880.  Rem'ks. 


Land Marsh  in  Quincy, 

supposed  t  o  con- 
tain  370  000 

Land Woodland  in  Mil- 
ton, supposed  to 
contain 414,000 

Land In  Nekton,  sup- 
posed   4acres  

The  foregoing  includes,  the  committee  believe, 
all  the  property  belonging  to  the  city  in  their 
care.  They  add  below  a  list  of  other  real  estate 
found  assessed  to  the  city  in  1879  and  1880,  which, 
in  their  opinion,  is  or  may  become  salable,though 
several  departments  of  the  City  (government  at 
present  occupy  or  are  interested  in  the  use  of  quite 
a  part  of  it.  In  this  class  of  estates  but  few  sales 
have  taken  place  within  the  time  indicated  in 
your  order,  but  such  as  have  been  made  will  be 
found  noted  below: 

Location  and 
Estates.  Description. 

Land  and 
buildings  Gallop's  Island...  708, GOO  £22,700 

Land A.pple  Island 413,820      3,100 

Land Great  Brewster  Boston 

Island Taxed  in  Plym-  Yacht  Cl'b 

outh  County,     occupies. 
Land  and 
shed.. ..  Corner  Cross  and 

IS  ew  streets 

Land Tow  n-w  ay  be- 
tween 61  and  65 
Medford    street 

to  water 

Land  and 

buildings  Medford,   near 

Elm  street 

Land  and 

buildings  Medford  street, 
corner  Jennings 

place 8,978 

Land Belmont      street. 

rear  of  30 400 

Land Alford  street  op- 
posite the  Alms- 
house     43,000 

Land  and 

buildings  Almshouse,     o  n 

Alford  street....  104,191 

Land Continuation    o  f 

Tibbetts's  town- 
way  from  Ruth- 
erford avenue... 

Land Essex,    June,    of 

Lyndeboio'st... 
Land  and 
b'ld'gs..  181  to  187  Ruth- 
erford ave 31,180 

Land Hanover  avenue.  699 

Land Battery  street... 


562 


500 


Paving 
Dep't. 


3,500      1,400 


8,040      5,500 


Paving 
Dep't. 

Old 

ward 
room. 


7,600 
100 

5,000 

Public  In- 

43.300  stitutions. 


18,000      2,300 


630 


800 


1,978 


28,400 
1,860 
4,000 


Health 
Dept. 

Police 
Dept. 


Land June.    North    st. 

and  North  sq. . .  54 

Land Cor.  Charlestown 

&  Causeweysts.         114         700 
Land  and 
b'ld'gs..  Derne,      Temple 

and  Hancock  sts    36,864  200,000 
Land  and 
b'ld'gs..  Cor.  Washington 

and  Water  sts.. 
Land Cor  Beach  st.  and 

Harrison  ave... 
Land W.  Chester  park 

at  B.  &  A.R.  B.. 
Land W.  Chester   park 

at  B.&  A.  R.  R.. 
Land W.  Chester  park 

and  Boylstonst.      1,601         800 
Land Columbus  av.,  Eli- 
ot and  Pleasant  Sold  for 

streets 23,267  116,500887,003.75 


Water 
Dept. 


393    19,000 

Sold  for 

4,745    28,500821.589.75 

Partly 

691         400    occupied 

by  bridge 

3,162      3,600    abut'ts. 


Land Washington  ave. 

Land Cor.  Hart  ford  a  nd 

Purchase  sts... 
Wharf  & 

b'ld'gs..  Fort  Hid  wharf.. 
Land Foundry  street. . . 


300 

337      2,000 

Paving 
20,750  40,300  Dept. 
17,289  17,300  Paving 
Dept. 


Laud W.  Third  to  Bol- 
ton st.,  and  ad- 
joinim;  N.  Y.  & 
N.E.R.R 2,000       1,000 

Land E.  Broadway,  ad- 
joining Lincoln 
School 7.000    86,300 

Land W.Rutland  sq.  to 

W.  Newton  st.  ..   30.600    34,400  Reserved 
lot. 

Land Harrison  av.,  etc. 162,007  202,600    Roxbury 

Canal. 


Land  and 

house.. Orchard  Park  St., 

next  to  corner  of 

Adams  street.... 

3,571 

4,500 

Boston  streets... 

3,000 

600 

Shirlev  street... 

5,590 

1,000 

2,275 

500 

Land Myrtle  street,  east 

side,   near    Bird 
street 80,632 

Land  and 
b'l'd'gs. Washington       St., 
opp.     Townsend 
street 134,671 

Land W.  Chester     park 

at  B.  A:  A.R.  K...        948 


Land Prospect,     corner 

Moreland  st..W. 
Roxbury 34  329 

Land Morton  street,  W. 

Roxbury 14,487 

Muddy  Pond 522,720 

Land  and 
house..  Cor'r  Washingt'n 

and  Grove  sts...    27,480 


Lana Savin  Hill  aven'e, 

near  O.  C.  R.  P.. 

Land Downer    avenue, 

ne'r  Almsh'use 
lot 


Land Marsh  west  of  Ex- 

change  st 

Land Commercial     St., 

b'tween  Nepon- 
set  avenue  and 
O.  C.  R.  R 

Land Marsh    adi  oining 

Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery 

Land  and 
buildi'g  On  court  from  Ne- 
ponset  avenue, 
at  Neponset... 


2,945 


2,574 
4,343 
5,990 
4,953 
5,088 
5,223 
6.950 

21,844 


43,560 
54,450 


65,340 


10,000  Paving 
Dept. 


54.500  Paving 
Dept. 

900  Bridge 
aburm't. 

900  Bridge 

abutm't. 


500  Paving 
Dept. 

700  Paving 
Dept. 
500 


400  O  i  d  t  o  1 1 
house. 


100"i 
200  | 

t9S.  [paving 
loo  fDep'm't. 
300  I 
■iOOJ 

100 


1,300  Pav'gDep. 
1,600  PavVDep. 


.0  1,400  City  mort- 
gagee in 
posses- 
sion. 

Land Norfolk  st.,  corn'r 

Forest  Hill  ave.    50,222      1,500  Pav'gDep. 
Land  and 
b'ildi'gs  Codman    St.,   be- 
tweenDor  Ches- 
ter avenue  and 
Shawmut      Br. 

R.B 299,000 

Land Codman  st.,  be- 
tween Dorches- 
ter avenue  and 
Shawmut     Br. 

R.R 35,770 

Land Codman  street,  be- 
tween Shawmut 
Br.  R.R.  and  Ad- 
ams street 9,800 

Land  and 
b'ldg... Court  out  of  New- 

hallstreet 3,184 


6,500  Pav'gDep. 


400 


Citv  rnort- 

600    gagee  in 
ouu   posses- 
sion. 


Land  and 
b'ldgs.. Cambridge    street, 

Brighton 159,764    16,000  Wat'r  and 

Paving  de- 
partm'te. 
Land  and 
b'ldgs. .Washington  street, 
at  Brighton,  Wil- 

son'sHotel 75.220    42,600Paving 

and   other 
dep'ts. 
Respectfully  submitted,  for  the  Committee, 
Hugh  O'Brien, 

Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers,  in  Lamartine  street,  between  Boylston 
and  Wyman  streets;  in  High  street,  Charlestown, 
between  Cordis  and  Pleasant  streets.  Severally 
passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  to  pay  J.  Oscar  Eldridge  S300  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  the  relocation 
of  Blue  Hill  avtnue,  in  the  vicinity  of  Canterbury 
and  Harvard  streets.    Passed. 
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PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Ordered,  That  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  be  authorized  and  directed  to  remove 
the  telegraph  pole  on  Federal  street,  in  front  of 
the  New  ifork  &  New  England  Railroad  station, 
to  a  point  ten  feet  northerly  from  its  present  po- 
sition.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company  to 
place  two  lamp  posts  in  the  sidewalk  on  Federal 
street,  in  front  of  its  passenger  station;  said 
lamps  to  be  lighted  at  the  expense  of  said  rail- 
road company.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $16.20  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  abated  from  the  amount  assessed 
Sarah  Parker  for  edgestones  on  Blue  Hill  avenue: 
and  George  L.  Adams,  trustee,  is  hereby  assessed 
the  said  amount  of  §16.20  for  edgestones  in  .front 
of  his  estate  on  Blue  Hill  avenue.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  all  petitions  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  relating  to  the  renaming 
of  any  of  the  public  streets  of  the  city  of  Boston 
be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers.   Passed. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Location. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  run  "Belc  Lines"  within 
this  city,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order  of  location. 
For  the  Committee. 

Lucres  Slade, 
Chairman. 

Ordered— That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  lay  down 
tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  this  city,  as  fol- 
lows, viz.:  Two  tracks  in  Park  square  and  across 
Boylston  street,  to  connect  the  tracks  on  Colum- 
bus avenue  with  the  tracks  on  Charles  street 
north  of  Boylston  street;  two  tracks  across  Cam- 
bridge street,  to  connect  the  tracks  of  said  com- 
pany on  Charles  street  south  of  Cambridge  street 
with  the  proposed  tracks  on  said  Charles  street 
north  of  Cambridge,  located  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  Dec.  24,  1873;  one  track  in  Causeway 
street,  from  the  tracks  of  said  company  opposite 
Portland  street,  to  the  track  of  the  Cambridge 
railroad  on  Lowell  street;  two  tracks  on  Cause- 
way street,  between  Haverhill  and  Commercial 
streets,  in  place  of  the  single  track  now  laid  on 
said  street;  two  tracks  on  Commercial  street, 
from  Causeway  street  to  the  tracks  of  said  com- 
pany on  Atlantic  avenue;  also  an  additional  track 
on  Federal  street,  from  the  track  of  said  com- 
pany on  Atlantic  avenue  to  the  double  tracks  now 
laid  on  Federal  street  north  of  Beach  street;  also 
one  track  on  Beach  street,  from  the  northerly 
track  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  on 
said  Beach  street,  near  South  street,  to  and  con- 
necting with  the  track  of  said  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road on  Federal  street  north  of  Beach  street:  also 
a  curved  track,  to  connect  the  track  of  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  on  Beach  street  with 
the  track  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
on  Harrison  avenue  south  of  Beach  street;  the 
tracks  located  by  this  order  being  shown  by  red 
lines  on  plans  drawn  by  Arthur  Hodges,  Civil 
Engineer,  dated  April  10,  1880,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  nf  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by 
this  order  is  upon  "condition  that  the  whole  work 
of  laying  down  said  tracks,  and  the  form  of  rail 
used,  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  t.n  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved 
by  them;  also  upon  condition  that  the  space  occu- 
pied by  said  tracks  on  said  streets  and  avenues 
shall  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets; 
also  upon  condition  that  said  Metropolitan  Kail- 
road  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location 
and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall  hie  said 
acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  the  passage  of 
this  order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Passed. 

ERROR  CORRECTED  IN  CONVEYANCE  OF  LAND. 

Alderman  Thorndike  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Collector  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cancel  the  bonds  numbered  2695 
and  2496,  and  given  by,  Joseph  D.  O'Neil,  Oct.  30, 
1880,  for  two  lots  of  land  on  East  Broadway,  the 
amounts  of  which  are  $1012.50  and  $1016.94— be- 
cause of  errors  in   the  descriptions  of  lands  in 


said  bonds— upon  his  surrendering  the  agree- 
ments received  by  him  from  the  citv  of  Boston  to 
convey  him  said  lots.  And  that  "the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  be  directed  to  issue  new 


uity  uujius  in  me  sums  oi  ^iuiz.ou  ana  .*:'*;;.*_,  pay- 
able upon  the  same  terms  aforesaid  in  the  bonds 
herein  ordered  to  be  cancelled  and  bearing  their 
dates. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

ST.  ELIZABETH'S  HOSPITAL  AND  HIGHLAND  PARK. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  report  and  order  refusing  leave  to  St.  Eliza- 
beth's Hospital  to  maintain  a  hospital  near  High- 
land Park  (City  Doc.  122). 

Alderman  Flynn— The  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Squares  has  been  referred  to  the 
Park  Commissioners,  and  I  think  we  had  better 
not  act  upon  this  order  until  they  give  us  a  report 
on  the  matter  of  purchasing  this  property  as  an 
addition  to  Highland  Park.'  There  is  no  particu- 
lar hurry  about  it.  There  are  no  patients"  in  the 
hospital,  and  there  is  no  particular  reason  why 
these  people  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain 
there  until  this  matter  has  been  reported  from 
the  Park  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Viles— This  matter  has  been  before 
the  Board  a  long  time.  It  has  been  in  print,  and 
I  think  the  Aldermen  are  familiar  with  it.  While 
the  sympathies  of  the  committee  are  with  the 
hospital— and  I  know  mine  were  until  we  visited 
the  place— the  protest  against  its  maintenance 
was  so  strong  that  1  think  it  should  not  be  disre- 
garded. The  strongest  among  the  opposition  to 
the  hospital  being  maintained  there  are  Catholics, 
though  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question, 
and  did  not  make  any  difference  with  the  com- 
mittee, for  we  reported  upon  the  merits  of  the 
case.  We  reported  an  order  referring  the  taking 
of  this  land  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  who 
have  given  a  hearing,  and  upon  their  recommen- 
dation it  has  been  referred  to  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners. I  think  that  disposed  of  the  park  ques- 
tion, so  far  as  we  are  concerned.  The  Committee 
on  Health  believe  it  is  better  to  take 
that  property,  lay  it  out,  under  the  park 
act,  assess  betterments,  and  have  the  peo- 
ple in  that  neighborhood  pay  their  pro- 
portion of  the  cost  of  taking  the  land.  I  hope  we 
shall  take  it  from  the  table  and  adopt  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  do  not  think  the  Alder- 
man or  his  committee  voices  the  sentiment 
of  the  public  when  by  any  action  of  theirs 
they  turn  those  poor  people  out  into  the  street. 
By  adopting  this  order  you  do  that.  They 
have  no  home  to  go  to,  and  no  place  to  shel- 
ter them.  They  went  there  with  the  best  inten- 
tions in  the  world  to  sustain  a  hospital.  If 
you  pass  this  vote  today  those  people  will  be 
obliged  to  leave  that  hospital.  I  think  this  is  a 
bad  time  to  make  those  people  leave  that  hospital 
without  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  And  an- 
other. I  understand  there  are  no  patients  there 
—certainly  not  more  than  two  or  three.  They  can 
do  no  harm  to  the  residents  of  that  place  ni  the 
dead  of  winter.  Until  an  order  is  reported  from 
tne  Park  Commissioners  and  acted  upon,  I  hope 
we  will  allow  this  matter  to  remain  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Caton — I  do  not  think  the  passage  of 
this  order  will  turn  those  patients  out  in  the  cold. 
I  have  no  idea  it  will.  I  understand  that  if  this 
order  is  passed  they  will  have  sufficient  time  to 
make  a  proper  disposition  of  the  patients.  If 
this  order  does  not  pass,  I  know  certain  persons, 
now  contemplating  the  purchase  of  land  there 
and  building  upon  it,  who  will  abandon  that  idea. 
They  are  very  anxious  to  know,  and  are  much  ex- 
ercised about  what  is  going  to  be  done.  I  do  not 
see  that  this  matter  has  any  connection  with  the 
order  for  the  taking  of  the  land  which  has  been 
referred  to  the  Park  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Breck  in  the  cnair. 
Alderman  Tucker— This  matter  does  not  interest 
me  at  all  personally,  but  there  is  a  great  pressure 
being  brought  to  bear  by  residents  in  that  neigh- 
borhood wli.i  own  houses  and  live  opposite  the 
hospital.  They  are  very  much  exercised  over  the 
matter  of  allowing  the  hospital  to  continue  there. 
Nearly  every  day  parties  who  live  there  come  to 
me  about  it.  I  have  no  interest  in  the  matter 
personally,  further  than  l'o  state  that  these  peo- 
ple own  their  houses.  I  put  the  question  to  one 
gentleman,  if  there  was  any  sectarian  feeling 
about  it.  I  did  not  know  but  there  might  be 
something  of  that  kind.    He  said  it  was  not  so; 
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that  he  belonged  to  the  same  religious  denomina- 
tion as  the  ladies  of  the  hospital  do.  There  is  no 
disposition  of  that  kind  on  the  part  ot  the  peo- 
ple living  in  that  neighborhood.  It  is  simply  to 
get  rid  of  a  hospital  near  ttem.  I  simply  state 
these  facts,  and  if  it  is  necessary  I  can  give  the 
names  of  the  parties. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  committee  who  made 
this  report  said — 

"Your  committee  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion 
that  the  grounds  in  question  should  be  reserved 
for  public  purposes  and  added  to  Highland  Park, 
and  they  therefore  submit  the  accompanying  pre- 
amble and  order."' 

Their  preamble  and  order  had  no  relation 
whatever  to  their  opinion  so  fully  and  candidly 
expressed  in  this  document.  It  referred  to  an- 
other matter  entirely.  They  sent  the  subject  of 
taking  the  land  to  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares,  who  after  considering  it  felt  that  it 
should  go  into  the  hands  of  Che  Park  Commis- 
sioners, who  are  now  considering  the  propriety 
of  adding  that  property  to  the  park  already  lo- 
cated there.  I  believe  this  matter  should  rest 
here  until  the  opinion  of  the  Park  Commission- 
ers is  sent  to  us  and  the  intended  action  of  the 
City  Council  on  the  matter  is  known.  Now 
the"  Alderman  says  he  has  no  inten- 
tion of  causing  any  distress  to  the  institu- 
tion itself.  The  Alderman  on  my  right  says  the 
same  thing.  But  if  you  pass  this  order  you  do 
cause  them  distress.  You  cannot  help  it.  He 
says  the  pressure  has  been  so  great  upon  him 
from  outsiders  that  he  has  actually  been  com- 
pelled to  stand  up  here  and  ask  for  the  passage 
of  this  order.  If  you  pass  the  order  the  hospital 
now  located  there  will  have  to  be  located  in  some 
other  locality.  As  soon  as  the  managers  make 
known  their'intention  to  locate  in  some  other 
locality  there  will  be  the  same  pressure  brought 
to  bear  upon  us  as  there  has  been  brought  to 
bear  in  this  case.  If  you  want  to  take  it  for  a 
park  do  so.  I  believe  the  trustees  of  the  St.  Eliz- 
abeth's Hospital  will  offer  no  impediment  what- 
ever to  giving  it  up.  But  in  taking  it  for  a  park 
don't  put  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  their 
locating  in  some  other  locality.  If  you  pass 
that  order  you  do  put  such  an  impediment 
in  their  way.  I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  ought 
to  remember  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  world- 
renowned  for  her  charitable  institutions  and  hos- 
pitals. No  city  in  the  world  will  compare  with 
her  in  this  respect,  and  for  my  part,  I  dislike,  of 
all  things,  to  see  such  a  pressure  brought  to  bear 
against  a  charitable  institution,  such  as  has  been 
brought  to  bear  against  this  one.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  document  giving  a  list  of  some  forty  or 
fifty  institutions  of  a  similar  character  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  the  same  opposition  might  be 
broueht  to  bear  against  any  one  of  them.  I  am 
thankful  that  in  this  city  of  Boston  we  have  an 
institution  for  the  alleviation  of  almost  every  hu- 
man infirmity.  Instead  of  putting  impediments 
in  their  way,  we  ought  to  encourage  them  to  go 
on  with  the  charitable  work  they  are  willing  to  do. 
If  you  pass  this  order,  you  will  put  an  impedi- 
ment in  their  way.  If  they  give  us  this  location, 
they  will  do  so  willingly  and  freely;  but  I  say,  do 
not  put  an  impediment  in  their  way  if 
they  are  compelled  to  locate  in  some  other  place. 
If  you  pass  this  order  you  merely  give  encourage- 
ment to  other  people,"  wherever  they  locate,  to 
get  up  the  same  pressure  against  them. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
read  the  list  of  charitable  institutions  and  show 
where  they  are  located.  I  was  about  looking  for 
it  in  the  Directory  myself.  I  think  they  will  all 
be  found  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Tucker— One  of  the  gentlemen  who 
called  upon  me  told  me  they  already  had  a  hos- 
pital on  Walthani  street,  and  that  it  was  still  in 
existence.  I  do  not  think  the  Board  understand 
that  fully.  I  did  not.  I  knew  there  was  a  St. 
Elizabeth's  Hospital  on  VValtham  street,  but  did 
not  know  this  was  the  same  institution.  They 
would  not  be  turned  out  of  doors. 

Alderman  O'Brien— They  still  own  the  building 
on  Walthani  street,  but  it  is  crowded  to  its  ut- 
most capacity.  They  have  tried  to  buy  another 
building  on  VValtham  street,  but  the  fact  of  the 
institution  being  there  has  increased  the  value  of 
property  so  that  they  cannot  afford  to  buy  there. 
They  have  tried  to  buy  the  building  adjoining 
them  but  could  not  do  it,  as  the  property  has  in- 
creased so  much  in  value.  The  gentleman  asks 
for  a  list  of  the  hospitals  in  the  city,  and  I  will 
read  them: 


Adams  Nervine  Asylum,  Centre  street,  West 
Roxbury. 

Bethesda  Society  of  Refuge,  32  Rutland  street. 

Boston  Deaf  Mute  Society,  18  Essex  street. 

Boston  Industrial  Temporary  Home,  17  Davis 
street. 

Boston  Lying-in  Hospital,  24  McLean  street. 

Boston  North  End  Mission,  201  North  street. 

Carney  Hospital,  South  Boston. 

Channing  Home,  30  McLean  street. 

Charlestown  Free  Dispensary  and  Hosnital.  27 
Harvard  square. 

Charlestown  Infant  School  and  Children's 
Home  Association,  30  Austin  street. 

Children's  Hospital,  1583  Washington  street. 

Children's  Mission,  277  Tremont  street. 

Church  Home  for  Orphan  and  Destitute  Chil- 
dren, East  Broadway. 

City  Hospital,  Harrison  avenue. 

Consumptives  Home,  Warren  street  and  Blue 
Hill  avenue. 

Free  Hospital  for  Women,  60  East  Spricofiekl 
street. 

Home  for  Aged  Women,  108  Revere  street. 

Home  for  Aged  Men,  133  West  Springfield 
street. 

Home  for  Aged  Colored  Women,  27  Myrtle 
street. 

Home  for  Destitute  Catholic  Children,  Harrison 
avenue. 

Home  for  Little  Wanderers,  Baldwin  place. 

Horace  Mann  School  for  Deaf-mutes,  63  War- 
renton  street. 

Hospital  Newspaper  Society,  113  Revere  street. 

House  of  the  Angel  Guardian,  85  Vernon  street. 

House  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  6  McLean  street. 

House  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Tremont  street. 

Little  Sistars  of  the  Poor,  Dudley  street. 

Lunatic  Hospital,  South  Boston. 

Martin  Luther  Orphans'  Home,  Baker  street 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirm- 
ary, 176  Charles  street. 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Blossom 
street. 

Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital.  East 
Concord  street. 

Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  Chestnut  ave- 
nue. 

Roxbury  Home  for  Children  and  Aged  Women. 
Copeland  street. 

Smallpox  Hospital,  Canterbury  street. 

Society  for  the  Relief  of  Sick  Poor,  St.  Marga- 
ret's Home,  17  Bowdoin  street. 

St.  Elizabeth's  Hosoital,  78  Walthani  street. 

St.  Joseph's  Temporary  Home  for  Females.  43 
East  Brookline  street. 

St.  Luke's  Home  for  Convalescents,  149  Roxburv 
street. 

St.  Mary's  Infant  Asylum.  Bowdoin  street,  Dor- 
chester. 

St.  Vincent's  Orphan  Asylum,  Camden  street. 

Swiss  Aid  Society,  20  Conant  street. 

Temporary  Home  for  the  Destitute,  1  Pine 
place. 

Washingtonian  Home,  Waltham  street. 

West  End  Day  Nursery,  36  Blossom  street. 

West  End  Sheltering  Arms,  2  Hill's  court. 

Winchester  Home  for  Aged  Women,  10  Eden 
street,  Charlestown. 

New  England  Home  for  Intemperate  Women, 
112  Kendall  street. 

New  England  Hospital  for  Women  and  Chil- 
dren, Codtuan  avenue. 

Penitent  Females'  Refuge,  32  Rutland  street. 

Nickerson  Home  for  Children,  14  Tyler  street. 

Marcella-street  Home  for  Pauper  and  Truant 
Children. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  establishment  of  these 
hospitals  and  homes  has  been  a  work  of  filty 
years.  In  the  city  of  Boston  there  is  an  institu- 
tion for  almost  every  human  infirmity,  from  in- 
fancy to  old  age.  Instead  of  putting  impedi- 
ments in  the  way  of  these  institutions  we  ou&ht 
to  encourage  them  all  we  can.  Now  I  only  ask 
you  to  let  that  order  lie  on  the  table  until  the 
question  of  taking  the  land  is  decided,  or  until 
the  report  of  the  Park  Commissioners  is  received. 
I  do  not  see  what  harm  it  is  going  to  do.  I  see 
that  it  will  do  a  great  deal  of  harm  to  pass  the  or- 
der, because  you  interfere  with  this  institution 
locating  in  another  place. 

Alderman  Caton— I  do  not  see  what  all  this  ar- 
ray of  charitable  institutions  has  to  do  with  this 
aider  except  that  it  makes  us  all  proud,  as  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  to  hear  of  so  many  institutions 
established  here.  Iain  uroud  of  it",  and  I  thinK 
we  all  are;  but  I  think  citizens  have  some  rights 
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as  well  as  charitable  institutions.  If  there  was 
no  other  place  for  them  to  locate,  and  if  there 
would  be  no  depreciation  of  real  estate,  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  this;  but  people  around 
there  lisve  bought  houses  and  repaired  them,  sup- 
posing they  were  to  have  a  home  in  a  beautiful 
location  bordering  on  the  park.  Now  it  was 
demonstrated  to  my  mind  at  the  hearing-  that  it 
would  depreciate  their  property  a  great  deal.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  not  right,  after  people  have 
bought  their  places  and  made  comfortable  homes 
there,  to  allow  a  hospital  to  go  there  and  depre- 
ciate their  property.  I  would  not  do  anything  to 
drive  those  patients  out  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  while  the  weather  is  inclement.  I 
have  no  idea  that  this  will  do  anything 
of  the  kind.  This  Board  of  Aldermen 
would  not  require  them  to  remove  forthwith.  I 
say  the  abutters  on  Highland  park  have  some 
rights  as  well  as  charitable  institutions.  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  detrimental  to  the  hospital  to  have 
them  removed.  I  believe  the  property  should  be 
taken  tor  a  park.  I  am  an  advocate  of  that  kind 
of  parks,  located  where  people  can  get  to  them. 
I  think  that  will  be  the  result  of  it  if  this  order  is 
passed. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman representing  the  face-bnek  Wards  17  and 
18,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  whether  or  not 
this  hospital  has  caused  any  depreciation  in  prop- 
erty on  Waltham  street,  where  it  has  been  estab- 
lished for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years? 

Alderman  Caton — 1  cannot  answer  the  gentle- 
man's question.  I  only  know  the  location  of  a 
hospital  in  a  street  where  the  houses  are  in  blocks 
does  not  depreciate  property  as  much  as  in  a  lo- 
cality of  this  kind.  The  patients  will  be  on  the 
park  and  their  different  diseases  will  be  constant- 
ly before  the  eyes  of  citizens.  The  location  of  a 
hospital  there  will  be  more  detrimental  to  prop- 
erty than  it  would  in  a  street  with  continuous 
buildings. 

Alderman  Flynn — Has  the  gentleman  been  cog- 
nizant of  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  hospital 
on  Waltham  street,  or  that  the  St.  Elizabeth's 
Hospital  has  been  located  there  at  all? 

Alderman  Caton — I  never  have  until  the  matter 
was  brought  before  the  committee.  I  visited  it 
and  went  all  over  it. 

Alderman  Flynn— Still  it  has  been  there  ten 
years,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  nobody  has  found  any 
fault  with  it. 

Alderman  Viles— The  Alderman  has  read  a  long 
list  of  institutions,  but  the  Board  must  bear  in 
mind  that  they  are  not  all  hospitals.  This  is  a 
hospital  for  sick  people.  There  is  a  great  objec- 
tion to  locating  a  hospital  or  having  one  in 
front  of  your  door  all  the  time.  This 
park  is  surrounded  by  streets.  The  city 
owns  the  largest  part  of  the  territory  now.  It  is 
a  most  excellent  location  for  a  hospital.  They 
are  making  large  and  extensive  improvements,  as 
I  understand.  If  this  report  is  adopted,  those 
improvements  would  be  stopped.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve a  member  of  this  Board  would  have  the  par- 
ties move  until  spring,  when  they  can  find  anoth- 
er place.  The  people  there  are  much  excited.  I 
do  not  know  anything  which  has  caused  so  much 
excitement  this  year  except  the  Court  House,  and 
this  is  next  to  it.'  This  is  not  the  first  instance 
where  petitioners  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital 
have  been  given  leave  to  withdraw.  Dr.  Cullis 
came  before  the  Board  three  years  ago  for  a  hos- 
pital at  Grove  Hall.  He  had  laid  out  a  great  deal 
of  money  and  made  many  improvements.  He  pe- 
titioned very  strongly.  The  neighbors  rose  up  en 
masse.  The  institution  was  entirely  for  poor 
people  who  hud  no  homes  nor  money,  and  they 
were  to  be  treated  fiee.  After  hearing  the 
remonstrants,  the  committee  gave  the  peti- 
tioners for  a  hospital  leave  to  withdraw. 
The  next  year  a  doctor  petitioned  for  a 
like  hospital  on  Centre  street  in  West  Roxbury. 
It  had  even  been  located  and  patients  had  been 
received  there.  The  committee  gave  the  parties 
a  hearing,  went  out  and  visited  the  premises,  and 
gave  the  parties  petitioning  for  the  hospital  leave 
to  withdraw.  This  hospital  is  a  charitable  insti- 
tution, is  in  a  good  location  and  is  doing  a  good 
work.    It  is   right    in   the   midst  of  people  who 


have  made  their  homes  there  and  do  not  want  a 
hospital  there  for  all  time.  After  hearing  both 
the  petitioners  and  the  remonstrants  the  commit- 
tee have  reported  an  order  prohibiting  the  loca- 
tion of  a  hospital  there. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Alderman  says  he  has 
no  objection  to  their  staying  there  until  next 
spring.  I  do  not  suppose  they' will  remain  there 
one-half  that  time,  because  this  question  of  add- 
ing it  to  Highland  park  will  be  decided  before 
then.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  committee  who  brought  in  this  order,  to  add 
it  to  Highland  park.  Now  the  Alderman  must 
know  that  every  month  this  hospital  remains 
there  after  the  passage  of  this  order  they  are 
fined  fifty  dollars;  and  I  believe  the  penalty  is 
incieaeed  after  several  months.  There  is  another 
point,  but  it  is  useless  to  discuss  it.  A  great 
many  lawyers  believe  that  this  Board  of  Alder- 
men have'no  power  to  prevent  that  hospital  from 
continuing  there.  Some  of  the  men  in  charge 
of  that  institution  are  distinguished  lawyers,  who 
believe  that  if  they  carried  it  up  to  the'Supreine 
Court,  that  tribunal  would  decide  that  this  Board 
of  Aldermen  have  not  the  power  to  prevent  that 
hospital  remaining  there.  I  do  not  say  this  to 
have  any  iufluence  on  the  Board,  but  to  show  that 
when  we  pass  this  order  we  put  in  force  a  doubt- 
ful law.  We  shall  subject  them  to  a  penalty  of 
$50  a  month  for  every  month  they  stay  there  after 
the  order  is  passed,  and  I  think  we  had  better 
let  it  remain  on  the  table  until  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners make  their  report,  and  then  they  can  go 
quietly  to  some  other  locality  and  purchase  a  loca- 
tion tor  their  institution. 

Alderman  Viles — I  will  not  discuss  the  legal 
point  raised  by  the  Alderman.  But  we  had  the 
City  Solicitor  before  us  and  he  told  us  the  law  is 
sufficient,  that  they  were  there  without  leave  or 
license,  and  the  Aldermen  could  prohibit  them 
from  continuing  the  hospital  there." 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  would  ask  if  any  of  these 
other  hospitals  had  to  obtain  licenses  in  order  to 
locate  where  they  are  ? 

Alderman  Viles — I  have  n't  the  statute  here 
and  cannot  say. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  would  like  to  ask  the  Alder- 
man to  name  a  single  case  where  such  an  institu- 
tion has  been  licensed — either  one  of  those  read 
by  Alderman  O'Brien- either  by  this  or  any  other 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Viles — The  City  Solicitor  states  that 
the  law  is  sufficient,  that  they  have  no  right  to 
remain  there  without  permission  ol  this  Board. 
If  the  Park  Commissioners  are  to  report  this 
month,  I  have  no  objections  to  its  laying  on  the 
table  until  they  report. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  would  vote  for  an  order 
to  instruct  the  Park  Commissioners  to  report 
this  month.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  delay  it.  I 
only  want  to  prevent  harm  to  the  institution. 

A'lderman  Caton— If  this  order  is  passed,  it  will 
be  easy  to  pass  another  allowing  them  to  remain 
there  for  a  month  or  so. 

Alderman  Flynn— If  we  pass  this  order  you 
compel  these  parties  to  leave  that  building  imme- 
diately. The  object  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares  was  that  if  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners take  this  land  they  could  assess  better- 
ments on  estates  adjoining  the  stand-pipe 
lot,  which  the  Committee  on  Common  could 
not  do.  If  we  pass  this  order  and  then  attempt 
to  assess  betterments,  the  people  then  may  say 
they  will  pay  nothing,  that  they  have  got  rid  of 
the  hospital  and  that  was  all  they  wanted. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  Alderman  spoke  of  the 
penalty  of  $50  a  month  the  St.  Elizabeth's  Hos- 
pital would  have  to  pay  if  they  remained  there, 
1  understand  there  is  no  penalty  at  all.  It  is  a 
mistake. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  cannot  refer  to  the  law, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  the  City  Clerk  can  tell  us. 

Alderman  Viles— I  should  rather  this  would  lay 
on  the  table  as  it  is.  We  might  pass  something 
we  would  regret  and  give  them  some  rights  which 
might  not  be  easily  taken  away.  I  will  withdraw 
the  motion  to  take  from  the  table. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    2,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7V2  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEK. 

Report  on  the  salable  lands  of  the  citv  (City 
Doc.  No.  131).    Placed  on  rile. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  an 
ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to 
finance.    Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department  of  a  communication  from  the  City 
Treasurer  respecting  the  control,  etc.,  of  the 
sinking  funds  and  city  account.    Concurred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
W.  H.  Leatherbee  &  Son  for  modification  of  the 
sixth  condition  of  a  deed  of  land  on  Dedham 
street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  peti- 
tion of  O.  S.  Sanders  that  the  grade  of  Camden 
street  be  established.    Accepted  in   concurrence. 

Orders  to  cancel  the  bonds  of  Joseph  D.  O'Neil 
for  two  lots  of  land  on  East  Broadway,  because 
of  certain  errors,  and  to  issue  new  agreements 
therefor.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  require  the  City  Treasurer 
to  forthwith  make  good  the  deficiency  existing  in 
his  accounts.  (City  Doc.  No.  126.)  Order  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts, 
to  consult  with  the  Auditor,  so  much  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, as  relates  to  the  verification  of  the  payments 
of  interest  and  bonds  by  the  Auditor.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Soup  for  the  Poor. 

The  order  to  provide  soup  for  the  worthy  poor, 
and  to  transfer  utensils  therefor  to  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  came  down  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Treatment  of  the  Poor,  with  instruc- 
tions to  give  a  hearing  to  the  remonstrants  and 
others. 

The  questio    was  upon  concurrence. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  move  that  we  adhere 
to  our  former  action.  When  the  committee  con- 
sidered this  subject,  they  had  the  Police  Com- 
missioners and  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  before 
them.  Had  the  committee  supposed  for  a  mo- 
ment that  receiving  the  soup  would  make  paupers 
of  the  parties,  they  certainly  would  not  have  made 
that  report.  But,  at  a  meeting  on  Tuesday,  the 
eommittee  thought  it  would  be  well  to  send  to 
Mr.  Healy,  the  City  Solicitor,  and  get  his  opinion, 
and  I  will  read  the  communication: 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  ) 
City  Hall,  Dec.  2,  1880.      ( 

John  P.  Healy,  Esq.:  Dear  Sir — The  Special 
Committee  on  Treatment  of  Poor  desire  your 
opinion  upon  the  following  question: 

Supposing  that  the  Overseers  of  Poor  are  to 
have  charge  of  the  distributing  soup  to  the  poor 
as  "temporary  relief,"  referred  to  in  chap.  374, 
acts  of  1874,  does  a  person  in  accepting  soup  thus 
distributed  thereby  become  a  pauper. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Jas.  L.  Hillard, 

Assistant  Clerk. 

It  is  immaterial  whether  the  distribution  is 
made  by  the  Police  Department  or  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  so  far  as  this  question  is  concerned. 

J.  P.  Healy. 
It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  need  of  this  being  re- 
committed to  the  committee,  and  as  the  time  is 
drawing  near  for  the  distribution  of  the  soup,  the 
sooner  it  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  the  better.  It  will  only  make  delay. 
The  committee  have  no  objections  to  this  being 
recommitted,  but  I  think  it  is  entirely  unnecessa- 
ry. It  will  save  time  by  having  the  Council  ad- 
here to  its  former  action,  and  I  make  that 
motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  am  very  glad  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  24  has  been  able  to  obtain 
the  City  Solicitor's  opinion  on  this  point;  but  I 
notice  in  the  debate,  though  rather  brief,  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  it  was  stated  that  there  was 
a  remonstrance  signed  by  Mr.  Edward  Hamilton, 
a  well-known  and  respected  citizen,  asking  for  a 


hearing;  and  the  legal  question  was  only  one  of 
the  reasons,  apparently,  which  led  the  Aldermen, 
by  a  vote  of  8  to  3,  to  direct  the  matter  to  be  re- 
committed to  the  committee  so  that  a  hearing 
might  be  given.  Now,  any  action  we  may  take 
tonight  adhering  to  our  former  action  "would 
have  very  little  influence  in  hastening  the  mat- 
ter, because  then  the  matter  would  have  to  go 
back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  they  would 
have  to  reverse  their  previous  action.  If  they  should 
fail  to  do  that,  our  action  tonight  would  really 
have  the  effect  to  delay  the  matter  still  further; 
whereas,  if  we  concur  tonight  with  the  action  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  the  hearing  can  be  had 
either  tomorrow  or  Saturday  at  the  outside,  and 
then  the  matter  can  be  pushed  through  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  through  this  board  next  week. 
It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  argument  of  delay 
amounts  to  very  little.  For  my  part,  sir,  I  be- 
lieve that  there  may  be  other  reasons  beyond  the 
legal  reason  why  it  is  desirable  that  this  matter 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  police  as  in  previ- 
ous years,  rather  than  in  the  hands  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor.  I  understand  that 
there  are  objections  on  the  part  of  a 
good  many  persons  to  applying  to  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  because  they  think  that  to  accept 
such  aid  through  that  board  would  constitute 
them  paupers.  At  all  events,  in  previous  vears 
the  matter  has  been  conducted  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  public  at  a  very  small  expense.  There  has 
been  no  application  'that  I  know  of  from  the  Po- 
lice Commissioners  to  be  relieved  of  the  duty. 
And  inasmuch  as  there  has  been  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  in  past  years,  and  inasmuch  as 
there  is  objection  from  many  parties  to  making 
the  change,  and  particularly  to  putting  it  into 
the  hands  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  I  think 
we  had  a  great  deal  better  concur  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  in  the  reference.  As  I  have  already 
stated,  I  cannot  see  that  it  will  delay  the  matter. 
We  cannot  pass  finally  on  it  one  way  or  the  other. 
Out  of  respect  to  the  petitioners,  and  I  may  say 
somewhat  out  of  respect  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  expressed  by  so  large  a  vote, 
I  think  we  will  be  perfectly  safe  in  concurring 
with  them  and  allowing  the  hearing  to  be  given. 
I  can  very  well  understand  that  there  are  other 
objections  than  the  legal  one  which  has  been  an- 
swered by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  24.  I  move 
as  an  amendment  that  the  Council  concur  in  the 
action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Rogers  of  Ward  22—1  hope  this  matter  will 
be  fully  considered.  I  do  not  want  to  have  any 
doubt  in  regard  to  it.  In  yeais  past  it  has  been 
the  custom  of  the  people  applying  for  soup  to  go 
to  the  police  station.  "On  their  first  application 
soup  would  be  given.  Immediately  afterward  an 
officer  would  be  sent  to  investigate  whether  they 
were  worthy  or  not.  We  had  the  chairman  of 
the  Police  Commissioners  before  us,  and  he 
thought,  and  the  committee  also  thought,  that 
some  parties  would  be  a  little  sensitive  about  the 
matter  and  would  net  apply  for  soup  on  account 
of  having  the  police  officer  come  to  their  houses. 
But  it  this  is  to  make  paupers  of  them— and  the 
City  Solicitor  does  not  tell  us  whether  it  does  or 
not— I  hope  it  will  be  again  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  order  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Treatment  of  the  Poor,  and  the  remon- 
strance of  Edwarc  Hamilton  was  referred  to  the 
same  committee  in  concurrence. 

The  New  Court  House. 

Preambles  and  orders  for  the  Mayor  to  petition 
the  Legislature  for  leave  to  incur' a  county  debt 
in  behalf  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  for  a  new'Court 
House,  the  same  not  to  be  subject  to  the  restric- 
tions of  the  municipal  indebtedness  act;  and  for 
legislation  providing  for  a  just  and  equitable  con- 
tribution by  other  counties  towards  the  cost  and 
maintenance  of  a  Court  House  in  Suffolk  County, 
came  down  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  would  ask  if  the  two 
resolves  can  be  separated. 

The  President— Certainly. 

Mr.  Parkraan  of  Ward  9—1  move,  therefore, 
that  the  first  order  be  indefinitely  postponed.  I 
think  it  will  be  apparent  to  everybody  why  I 
make  that  motion.  The  order  is  that  h'is  Honor 
the  Mayor  shall  petition  the  Legislature  for  au- 
thority to  incur  a  county  debt  over  and  above  the 
present  limit  of  the  city  debt.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  as  far  as  their  expenses  are 
concerned,  are  practically  one  and  the  same  body. 
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The  county  of  Suffolk  only  includes  Chelsea,  Re- 
vere  and  Wiuthrop,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city 
of  Boston;  and,  as  I  understand  it,  Revere  and 
Winthrop  pay  no  part  of  the  county  expenses. 
Therefore,  to  petition  the  Legislature  tor  leave  to 
incur  a  county  debt,  is  simply  another  way  of  get- 
ting around  the  limitation  which  is  imposed  on 
the  city  as  to  the  debt  the  city  shall  incur.  I 
think  that  is  a  precedent  we  should  never  estab- 
lish. The  wisdom  of  the  limitation  of  the  amount 
of  debt  which  the  city  can  incur  has  been  estab- 
lished, and  I  hope  we  shall  not  now,  from  appar- 
ent necessity,  or  from  the  apparent  smallness  of 
the  amount  which  we  as  a  city  can  spend,  go  to 
the  Legislature  for  leave  to  incur  this  county 
debt,  ft  we  petition  for  this,  which  may  upon  its 
face  appear  fair,  it  is  only  opening  the  door  and 
making  a  precedent  for  other  cases  which  may  be 
wrong.  I  therefore  hope  that  the  first  order  will 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  am  happy  to  sec- 
ond the  motion,  not  only  for  the  reason  which 
the  gentleman  has  expressed,  that  it  is  only  an 
indirect  method  of  attempting  to  increase  the 
limit  of  the  city  debt  of  Boston,  but  for  the  fur- 
ther reason  that  there  is  no  occasion  tor  passing 
the  matter  at  all.  Owing  to  the  remarkable  action 
taken  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Saturday 
last,  there  is  no  immediate  necessity  for  expend- 
ing any  money  on  account  of  a  Court  House.  The 
land  has  been  taken  at  no  cost  to  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  consequently  the  orders 
would  not  have  the  same  application  which  they 
would  have  had  in  case  the  Pemberton-square 
scheme  had  been  carried  tbrough  and  it  had  been 
necessary  to  raise  $750,000  at  once  to  pay  the  prop- 
erty-holders. It  is  evident,  and  must  oe  evident 
to  everybody,  that  there  is  no  sound  reason  for 
establishing  a  county  debt  at  the  present  time.  It 
is  conceded  on  all  hands  that  the  building  of  a 
Court  House,  though  it  would  be  a  very  large 
awount  to  be  raised  in  the  whole,  would  be  a 
matter  to  bespread  over  several  years;  and  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  amount  required  in  every 
year  would  not  be  so  large  but  that  it  could  be 
put  into  the  annual  tax  levy.  Therefore  at  the 
present  time  there  is  no  need  of  establishing  a 
county  debt  to  pay  for  any  land,  and  it  seems 
highly  improbable  that  there  will  be  any  necessi- 
ty to  apply  lor  leave  to  have  a  county  debt  for  the 
half  million,  more  or  less,  which  may  be  required 
to  erect  the  building.  For  these  reasons,  as  I  say 
—not  only  the  reasons  so  well  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9,  but  also  for  the  addi- 
tional reason  that  the  project  is  not  a  sound  one 
at  the  present  time — there  can  be  no  necessity  for 
a  year  to  come  of  having  any  county  debt  estab- 
lished. 

The  motion  to  indennitely  postpone  the  first  or- 
der was  carried. 

The  question  then  came  upon  giving  the  second 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  -I  would  suggest  that 
that  order  also  be  either  indefinitely  postponed  or 
referred  to  the  next  City  Government.  If  I  re 
member  it  rightly,  it  is  to  call  upon  the  State  to 
help  us  pay  for  a  county  building.  As  I  have  al- 
ready said,  it  will  be  some  time  before  there  will 
be  any  need  of  it  whatever.  Certainly  the 
amount  of  relief  which  we  should  receive  would 
be  very  small.  If  the  State  undertook  to  pay  the 
wliole  of  it,  the  city  of  Boston  would  have  to  pay 
more  than  one-third;  and  the  only  claim  we  can 
make  from  the  State  is  tor  the  accommodation 
which  we  give  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  i  he  Com- 
monwealth. And  if  we  estimate  the  cost  of  the 
number  ot  rooms  which  are  occupied  by  that 
court,  it  would  be  such  a  trivial  matter  that  it 
seems  to  me  the  independent  spirit  which  the  city 
of  Boston  exhibited  after  the  great  fire  in  declin- 
ing all  offers  of  outside  aid,  might  be  shown  at  the 
present  time.  I  suppose  that  out  of  an  expendi- 
ture of  a  million  dollars,  we  might  ask  the  State 
for  $150,000.  it  seems  to  me  that  taking  into  ac- 
count the  great  benefit  that  results  to  the  city  by 
having  the  Supreme  Court  sit  here,  it  would  be 
rather  an  undignified  proposal  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  ask  the  rest  of  the  State  to  contribute 
a  small  portion  ot  the  cost  of  this  Court  House. 
For  that  reason  I  move  that  this  order  also  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Mr.  Pa'rkman  of  Ward  9— While  it  may  not  be 
perfectly  clear  whether  it  is  advisable  or  inad- 
visable to  ask  the  State  to  contribute  towards  the 
cost  of  this  Court  House,  yet  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  it  Is  hardly  time 
to  make  the  request.  We  certainly  do  not  need 
auy  assistance  until  we  decide  when  we  will  build 


our  Court  House.  1  hope  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  will  prevail. 

The  motion  to    indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 

Mr.  Bark  man  of  Ward  9  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not.  prevail.    Lost. 

Soutli  End  Branch  Library. 

The  orders  reserving  for  the  South  End  Branch 
Library  the  basement  of  the  English  High  and 
Latin  school  buildings  on  Montgomery  street, 
and  for  the  fitting  up  of  the  same  at  a  cost  of 
$5500,  to  be  transferred  from  the  Reserved  Fund, 
were  considered  under  unfinished  business.  The 
question  was  upon  their  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — 1  move  that  the  or- 
der be  assigned  for  a  fortnight  from  tonight; 
because,  as  I  understand  it,  during  that  period 
the  building  will  be  formally  accepted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  city.  Meantime  I  am  informed  that 
any  change  that  is  made  there  might  affect  any 
of  the  existing  contracts  in  regard  to  the  build- 
ing and  it  would  be  very  undosirabio.  zf.  cours  s 
where  such  large  sums  have  been  pending,  that 
any  steps  should  be  taken  which  would  have  that 
effect.  As  I  do  not  presume  there  would  be  any 
inconvenience  suffered  by  the  library  if  it  re- 
mained in  its  present  place  for  a  fortnight  longer 
than  it  would  otherwise,  I  hope  the  Council  will 
not  see  lit  to  adopt  any  measure  which  might 
vitiate  contracts  extending  over  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  dollars.  For  this  reason  I  hope  the 
friends  of  the  measure  will  consent  to  have  it 
assigned,  possibly  for  a  week  from  tonight.  That 
is  the  sole  reason  I  have,  but  it  is  a  very  impor- 
tant, one. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  had  noticed  that  this 
matter  had  passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
advanced  one  stage  in  the  Council  without  any 
explanation  from  the  committee  recommending 
the  change  of  location;  and  I  had  the  idea  that 
perhaps  a  good  many  members  of  the  Council 
were  not  acquainted  with  the  premises,  and  I  was 
going  to  ask  the  committee  to  give  an  explana- 
tion. But  if  it  is  postponed  for  two  weeks,  I  think 
it  would  be  well  for  the  committee  to  make  some 
exulanation  of  the  location. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23- The  Committee  on  Finance 
were  unaware  of  any  such  state  of  things  as  has 
been  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
with  reference  to  contracts  for  very  large  amounts 
which  might  be  affected  by  the  location  of  this 
branch  library  in  the  High"School  building;  and 
I  am  entirely  unaware  how  that  can  possibly  be. 
If  the  gentleman  has  special  information  on  that 
point,  i  hope,  before  1  proceed,  he  will  give  the 
Council  the  benefit  of  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  have  to  say  that 
unless  tne  building  has  been  formally  accepted  I 
take  it  that  all  the  contracts  must  exist  as  they 
were  originally  signed.  Unless  all  the  painting, 
heating,  plumbing  and  every  bit  of  work  has  been 
finished,  and  the  contracts  have  been  pronounced 
finished,  I  am  told  that  under  the  process  which 
obtains  at  City  Hall  the  committee's  breach  of 
the  contract  would  be  sufficient  to  turn  the  mat- 
ter Irom  a  contract  into  a  special  bargain. 
I  am  told  that  such  things  have  hap- 
pened before;  and  for  the  very  rea- 
son that  the  papers  have  already  stated 
that  within  a  week  or  ten  clays  the  formal  deliv- 
ery of  the  building  would  take  place,  it  seems  de- 
sirable not  to  raise  that  question.  1  have  some 
information  which  is  not  in  a  state  yet  for  me  to 
bring  before  the  Council.  But  it  is  perhaps  very 
desirable  that  we  should  take  no  steps  which 
would  have  any  bearing  upon  any  existing  con- 
tract, especially  as  the  delay  is  so  short.  As  near- 
ly as  I  could  understand  the  gf  ntleman,  in  the 
second  section  I  understand  him  to  lie  desirous  of 
a  delay  for  another  purpose,  and  I  hope  that  will 
be  considered  satisfactory. 

Mr  Coe  of  Ward  23 — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  would  have  had 
a  word  to  say  if  these  contracts  that  are  being 
carried  out  under  their  directions  were  in  any 
danger  of  being  vitiated  by  any  action  we  could 
take  here  tonight.  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible 
for  it  to  be  so.  The  building  is  substantially 
completed.  The  premises  that  we  propose  to  oc- 
cupy, or  rather  that  will  be  occupied  if  this  order 
is  passed,  are  in  the  basement  of  the  High 
and  Lalin  School  building.  The  comple- 
tion of  the  building,  of  course,  is  entire- 
ly under  the  control  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and,  through  them,  of  the  Architect. 
If  there  had  been  the  slightest  danger  from  any 
such  state  of  things  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  foreshadows,  the  architect  would    have    made 
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it  known  to  us,  as  he  was  before  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  explain  the  state  of  affairs  in  rela- 
tion to  that  building.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
anything  in  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
has  stated.  In  regard  to  the  location  of 
the  South  End  Branch  Library  in  that 
building,  it  is  well  known  to  the  Coun- 
cil that  the  premises  where  it  is  now 
located  are  entirely  unfit  for  its  further  continu- 
ance t.  ere.  The  Committee  on  Public  Librarj, 
by  an  almost  unanimous  report,  originally  recom- 
mended that  it  be  located  on  Springfield  street, 
where  there  was  a  building  which  seemed  to  be 
very  well  fitted  for  it,  and  so  situated  as  to  be 
convenient  for  a  majority  of  its  patrons.  There 
was  an  objection  to  that"  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
pense, and  the  matter  was  sent  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  It  was  suggested  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  that  that  matter  c  mid 
be  avoided  by  occupying  a  portion  of  the 
High  and  Latin  School  building  which  would  not 
be  used  for  school  purposes.  It  is  well  known 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  ground  covered  by 
that  block;  and  that  a  small  portion,  or  not  the 
whole  of  it,  at  any  rate,  can  be  occupied  for 
school  purposes.  The  portion  which  is  proposed 
to  be  taken  for  this  South  End  Branch  Library 
will  not  be  occupied  for  school  purposes  at 
all.  It  is  located  in  the  basement,  and  is  a 
portion  of  the  room  that  would  be  otherwise 
kept  as  a  play  room  for  the  children.  If  that  is 
taken  for  the  South  End  Branch  Library,  there 
will  still  be  left  ample  room  for  play  for  the  boys 
when  they  attend  school.  This  is  in  the  south- 
east corner  of  the  building,  in  the  basement.  It 
has  an  independent  entrance  from  the  outside,  so 
that  the  people  visiting  the  libiary  will  not  have 
to  enter  the  building  by  tne  same  doors  that  the 
boys  make  use  of  for  entering  the  building 
and  for  eoing  out.  It  can  be  kept  entirely 
separate  from  the  school  portion  of  the 
building.  The  City  Architect  informs  the 
committee  that  it  can  be  fitted  up  so  as 
te  make  a  very  nice  room  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  will  be  required,  with  ample  ventilation, 
with  all  the  requirements  fully  complete,  and 
with  the  advantages  that  are  needed  in  a  branch 
library.  The  only  objection  to  my  mind  in  look- 
ing it  over — I  will  say,  though,  that  one  object  the 
committee  had  In  waiving  the  Springfield-street 
site  in  favor  of  this  was  the  saving  of  expense, 
which  was  something.  The  janitors  who  will 
have-  charge  of  the  High  '  School  building- 
can  also  take  charge  of  the  library  rooms.  They 
can  be  heated,  probably,  for  very  little  additional 
expense  over  what  it  would  cost  to  heat  the 
building.  So  that  the  saving  of  expense  is  some- 
thing, and  that  was  the  reason,  the  main  reason, 
why  they  decided  to  go  there.  The  only  objec- 
tion to  going  there  in  my  mind  is  that  it  brings 
the  location  nearer  the  main  library  than  the 
present.  It  is  situated  very  nearly  one-third  of 
the  distance  down  from  Newton  street,  where  it 
is  now  1  ocated ,towavds  Boylston  street, the  location 
of  the  main  library.  One  of  the  trustees  at  the  hear- 
ing the  committee  gave  a  private  hearing  upon  the 
matter— stated  that  he  considered  that  was  no 
great  objection,  as  people  who  wanted  books 
would  be  likely  to  go  there  for  them— only  a  few 
blocks  that  they  would  have  to  travel  farther— and 
on  the  whole  the  committee  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion to  go  there.  It  will  be  noticed  that  this 
order  provides  for  the  reserving  of  so  much  of 
that  building  as  mny  be  needed  for  library  pur- 
poses, reserving  it  for  this  purpose  when  the 
building  is  delivered  to  the  School  Committee. 
These  are  the  reasons  that  occur  to  me  for  the 
recommendations  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — The  gentleman  has 
availed  himself  of  the  opportunity — I  make  no 
objection  to  it — cf  discussing  the  main  question 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  have  not  for  a  mo- 
ment entertained  any  question  of  the  propriety 
of  putting  the  library  in  this  place  or  not.  I  had 
supposes  that  very  probably  there  would  be  some 
delay,  and  that  members  would  have  a  chance  to 
look  at  the  location.  But  that  did  not  occur  to 
me  at  all.  The  matter  which  I  was  considering 
was  in  regard  to  the  advisability  of  a  little  delay, 
to  prevent  any  question  arising  in  regard  to  the 
accepting  of  the  work  which  has  been  done  in 
this  large  building,  which  has  cost  some  §300,000 
or  $400,000.  And  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  certain  remarks  made  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  on  the  27th  day  of  November  with 
regard  to  the  difficulties  of  always  being  able  to 
depend  upon  the  official  estimates  They  were 
speaking  down  there  about  the  fact  that  the  esti- 


mates for  public  buildings  do  not  always   agiee 
with  the  cost.    Alderman  O'Brien  said— 

"I  can  give  another  illustration.  Take  the  Mar- 
cella-street  Home;  that  building  has  cost  fifty 
per  cent,  more  than  the  original  estimate.  The 
Architect  says  the  blame  is  not  on  his  part,  but  on 
the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  who  have 
charge  of  the  building.  The  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  say  it  was  owing  to  the  City  Archi- 
tect. They  pass  it  from  one  to  the  other,*and  the 
building  cost  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  the  origi- 
nal estimate." 

Now,  sir,  I  have  no  idea  whether  or  not  this 
building  is  goin  to  come  out  inside  the  estimate; 
I  think  it  is.  from  remarks  that  were  made  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  But  it  is  so  large  a  matter 
that  it  seems  to  me  better  to  wait  until  the  build- 
ing is  formally  accepted  and  the  contract  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  is  all  completed. 
Then  we  can  dispose  of  it  in  any  way  we  see  fit. 
And  as  the  delay,  I  presume,  would  not  be  over  a 
fortnight,  if  so  much,  I  hope  that  the  Council 
will  act  cautiously,  unless  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  23  can  give  some  reason  why  we  should  at- 
tend to  it  at  the  present  time.  If  he  can  show 
no  serious  harm  that  would  happen  to  the  Public 
Library,  or  to  the  South  End  branch,  if  we  do  not 
pass  this  tonight,  I  hope  he  will  be  willing  to 
allow  the  usual  forms  to  be  complied  with — 
allow  a  building  costing  so  much  money  to 
be  examined  and  accepted  before  we  act 
in  regard  to  it.  The  effect  of  that  upon  pending 
contracts  I  have  reason  to  believe  would  be  in- 
jurious. It  is  not  a  matter  of  a  month's  delay, 
but  only  a  matter  of  a  couple  of  weeks;  and  now 
that  the  question  has  been  raised  as  to  whether 
this  is  a  proper  site  or  not,  I  hope  this  action  will 
be  delayed  long  enough  for  the  Council  to  go  up 
and  examine  it.  When  I  spoke  first  I  did 
noi  mention  that,  because  I  did  not  suppose 
that  this  would  be  discussed  tonight.  Certainly 
I  am  not  iu  favor  of  the  original  location,  and  I 
think  the  Council  may  remember  I  said  some- 
thing on  that  before  I  am  not  saying  this  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  Mercantile  Library  As- 
sociation a  fortnight's  more  rent  for  their  build- 
ing; I  do  it  thinking  I  may  protect  the  city's  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14— There  are  several  con- 
tracts that  are  not  quite  finished,  but  which 
probably  will  be  within  two  weeks.  I  cannot  tell 
whether  this  action  would  effect  these  contracts, 
but  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better  to  have 
these  contracts  completed  before  anything  is 
done  in  this  line. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— If  the  gentleman  will 
modify  his  motion  so  as  to  allow  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  matter  for  a  week,  I  think  it  will 
answer  every  purpose.  If  we  find  on  inquiry  that 
there  is  anything  in  the  points  that  he  has  brought 
forward,  I  will  mvself  move  or  ask  to  postpone  it 
still  further.  If  we  postpone  it  for  a  week,  we 
shall  have  a  chance  to  ascertain  whether  there  is 
anything  in  the  points  which  he  has  brought  for- 
ward; it  will  also  give  ample  time  for  those  who 
wish  to  see  the  site. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  think  I  can  make 
a  suggestion  that  will  be  satisfactory— that  it 
shall  be  speciallyjassigned,  and  that  it  shall  not 
be  called  up  until  the  building  has  been  accepted 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  the  City 
Architect.  After  that  time  any  one  can  call  for 
it  who  sees  fit.  The  postponement  from  week  to 
week  will  have  the  effect  to  continue  it  from 
week  to  week,  until  that  period  has  arrived.  It 
seems  to  me  that  will  satisfy  the  gentleman, 
and  I  would  be  very  happy  to  modify  my 
proposition  to  that  extent,  I  think  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  we  should  wait  until,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  U  has  said,  the  contractors  get 
out  of  the  building.  If  they  can  set  out  in  one 
week  my  objection  will  be  entirely  met,  with  that 
understanding  I  would  be  happy  to  move  its  spe- 
cial assignment  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  coun- 
sel with  the  hope  that,  no  one  will  take  it  up  until 
the  contractors  are  through. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  matter  may 
be  postponed  for  two  weeks.  I  did  not  gather 
from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23 
that  he  had  any  special  objection  to  postpone- 
ment. We  have  a  reason  assigned  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  for  its  postponement-  it  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  very  forcible  one,  but  I  should 
like  for  other  reasons  to  have  the  matter  post- 
poned for  two  weeks,  and  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  insist  on  his  original  motion.  One  of  the 
reasons  to  which  I  refer  is  the  fact  that 
to  leave  it  with  the  understanding,  as  it  is  said. 
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that  it  shall  cot  be  called  up  until  something 
happens,  is  an  indefinite  way  to  leave  it.  It 
would  be  much  better  and  more  in  a  business 
way  to  have  it  definitely  assigned  to  a  time  be- 
yond that  when  the  building  will  be  accepted 
than  to  have  it  postponed  indefinitely.  I  think 
there  are  two  or  three  points  suggested  by  the 
order  in  its  present  form  that  will  require  'some 
inquiry  and  possibly  some  debate;  and  for  my  part 
I  should  like  an  opportunity  to  investigate  the 
matter  a  little  further,  and  be  prepared  to  make 
a  suggestion  in  better  form,  or  to  spare  the  Coun- 
cil my  making  it  if  it  be  postponed  for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17 — I  hope  frhis  matter  will 
be  postponed  for  only  one  week,  for  I  think  in 
that  time  we  will  have  ample  time  to  dis- 
cover what  necessity  there  is  lor  going  in 
there.  The  question  has  been  before  the  Council 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and  only  a  small 
part  of  the  year  remains.  And  if  the  objection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  really  a  good  one, 
why,  we  can  discover  it  by  next  Thursday  even- 
ing, and  take  further  action  at  that  time.  *  While 
I  have  the  floor,  I  wish  to  correct  an  impression 
which  1  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has 
made — that  if  there  is  no  question  as  to  this  le- 
gality, my  object  in  asking  the  committee 
who  present  this  order  to  explain  it  was 
for  the  reason  that  I  saw  no  explanation 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  nor  in  the  Council;  and 
I  think  all  such  things  should  be  explained  be- 
fore being  acted  upon.  And  I  will  say  for  myself 
that,  while  this  locality  is  not  in  the  centre  of 
population,  yet  it  satisfies  the  patrons  of  the 
South  End  Branch  Library.  It  is  a  fair  compro- 
mise— much  better  than  the  location  which  was 
proposed  on  Springfield  street  in  regard  to  the 
matter  of  location  and  in  regard  to  expense  I 
hope  this  matter  will  be  laid  over  for  one  week. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  would  suggest  that 
the  matter  stand  before  the  Council  in  this  way. 
My  original  motion  was  for  two  weeks.  After 
what  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23.  I 
made  an  amendment  to  make  it  one  week.  In 
taking  the  vote  of  course  the  longest  time  must 
be  taken  first,  so  that,  perhaps,  the  question 
comes  fairly  before  the  Council  in  that  form. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— This  matter  has  been  be- 
fore the  City  Government  for  a  number  of 
months.  The  present  location  of  the  South  End 
Branch  Library  is  entirely  inadequate  for  its 
needs.  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  postponed  for 
only  one  week,  and  if  we  find  at  the  end  of  the 
week  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  its  being  post- 
poned still  another  week,  it  is  within  our  reach 
and  we  can  put  it  off  for  two  or  three 
weeks.  But  no  time  should  be  lost,  if 
this  library  is  to  be  transferred,  in 
fitting  up  these  rooms  and  in  making  the  trans- 
fer at  the  earliest  moment.  I  hope  that  the  order 
will  be  postponed  for  only  one  week. 

Mr.  Kendricken  of  Ward  21 — I  would  like  to  say 
one  word  about  the  building.  The  building  itself 
is  practically  completed.  All  the  mechanics  are 
about  ready  to  withdraw  from  it.  As  regards 
the  city's  liability  in  the  matter,  I  can 
hardly  see  where  that  can  be  reached. 
The  work  is  practically  completed,  and 
the  bill  has  been  approved  and  paid.  That  part 
of  the  building  where  we  propose  to  locate  the 
library  is  all  finished.  The  contractors  who  did 
that  part  of  the  work  had  their  bills  approved  a 
long  time  ago.  They  have  been  paid  already. 
The  work  to  be  done  there  now  by  this  new  plan 
would  be  carpenter  work;  and  it  is  possi- 
ble that  the  present  contractor,  who  hag 
his  work  nearly  accomolished,  would  be 
awarded  the  contract.  I  cannot  see  any 
liability  in  the  premises.  It  is  desirable 
to  act  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  to  give  notice  that 
we  are  going  to  leave  the  other  place,  for  we  can 
save  a  quarter's  rent  by  taking  final  action. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  assigning  for  two 
weeks,  and  declared  lost.  Mr.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  12  doubted  the  vote.  The  Council  was 
divided— 17  for,  32  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  the  matter 
was  specially  assigned  for  eight  o'clock  at  the 
next  meeting. 

The   Proposed   Abolition   of  the    Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  acceptance  of  the  report  adverse  to 
transferring  the  duties  of  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  to  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore   of    Ward  12— This    reconsidera 


tion  I  moved  for  the  purpose  that  the  matter 
might  be  discussed  if  the  gentleman  who  was  in- 
terested in  it  before  and  opposed  the  matter  had 
seen  fit  to  do  so.  I  for  one  could  not  under- 
stand the  effect  of  the  report  made  on  this 
subject.  I  voted  for  the  acceptance,  not 
understanding  the  drift  of  it,  because  there  was 
nothing  saidabout  it.  It  is  a  very  surprising 
thing  to  take  place  in  a  committee.  I  failed  then 
and  have  failed  since  to  see  how  they  came  to 
that  conclusion;  l  thought  it  was  only  fair  that 
the  gentleman  most  interested  in  the  matter 
should  have  a  char  ce  to  consider  it,  and  I  made 
the  motion  for  that  reason  only.  It  not  being  one 
of  my  chickens,  if  he  is  not  interested  in  it  I  have 
no  wish  to  press  the  matter  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— It  happens  to  be  one  of 
my  chickens,  but  it  contracted  disease  early  in  its 
life.  I  thought  it  seemed  to  be  the  idea  of  the 
Council  to  get  it  out  of  the  way,  and  I  was  per- 
fectly willing  it  should. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

WATEK  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Nuisance  in  Lower  Mystic  Pond. 
The  Committee. on  Water,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Adolphus  Davis  and  ethers  for  an 
abatement  of  the  nuisance  in  Lower  Mystic  Bond, 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  petition 
be  referred  to  the  Water  Board. 

For  the  Committee. 

M.  S.  Gkeenough. 
Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.    Sent  up. 

Additional  Storage  Basin. 
The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  communication  from  the  Water  Board 
recommending  the  construction  of  an  additional 
dam  and  storage  basin  in  connection  with  the 
Sudbury  River  water  supply,  and  asking  for  an 
appropriation  of  855,000  to  defray  the  expense  of 
surveys,  etc.,  and  for  purchasing  real  estate,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subject  and  consulted  the 
Water  Board  thereon,  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  request  be  complied  with  by  the 
City  Council,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Finance 
be  requested  to  provide  the  means. 
For  the  committee. 

M.  S.  Gkeenough. 
Accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee.   Sent  up. 

EXTENSION  OF    D  STREET. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  to 
whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  extending  D 
street,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 
It  has  been  very  difficult  to  arrive  at  a  decision  in 
regard  to  this  subject,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  street  should  cross  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad.  A  majority  of  those  interested  in  the 
subject  were  in  favor  of  a  crossing  at  the  level  of 
the  road,  which  would,  undoubtedly  be  the 
most  convenient  for  the  public,  but  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  have  twice  refused  to 
giant  permission  for  a  grade  crossing  at  this 
point,  and  it  is  considered  useless  to  make  any 
further  effort  in  that  direction.  Two  othej-  plans 
have  been  considered,  first,  lo  carry  the  street 
over  the  railroad,  by  raising  the  street  and  de- 
pressing the  railroad  and  spanning  it  with  a 
bridge,  and,  second,  by  depressing  the  street  and 
raising  the  railroad  sufficiently  to  allow  the  street 
to  pass  underneath.  The  first  plan  was  consid- 
ered the  uo?t  expensivs  "and  the  least 
satisfactory.  The        law        requires        that 

there  shall  be  not  less  than  eighteen 
feet  in  the  clear  under  bridges  built  over  rail- 
roads. In  order  to  get  this  height  it  would  be 
necessarv  to  have  a  very  steep  grade  in  D  street, 
or  else  the  erade  would  have  to  begin  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  railroad.  If  a  steep 
grade  was  made  it  would  be  very  incovenient  for 
the  heavy  team  travel  which  is  expected  to  seek 
this  thoroughfare;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  an 
easier  grade  is  made  the  grade  damages  will  be 
mucli  greater.  Again,  the  city  would  have 
to  bear  the  entiie  expense  of  constructing 
the  bridge,  bridge  abutments,  etc.,  over 
the  railroad.  The  second  plan  appears  to 
be  the  most  feasible  and  least  expensive.  It  is 
proposed  to  keep  the  sidewalk  at  substantially  its 
present  grade  and  to  depress  the  roadway  only. 
The  abutting  estates  will  not,  therefore,  be  mate- 
rially affected,  and  the  city  will   not   be  liable  for 
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heavy  grade  damages.  The  roadway  at  its  lowest 
point  will  not  be  below  grade  14,  so  no  difficulty  is 
apprehended  iD  regard  to  draining  the  territory. 
It  is  expected  that  in  the  near  future  it  will  be- 
come necessary  to  extend  other  streets  in  that 
part  of  the  city  across  the  railroad,  and  the  plan 
which  is  now  adopted  for  the  exten- 
sion of  D  street  will  probably  be  used 
in  other  cases.  It  is,  therefore,  desirable  to  adopt 
the  least  expensive  plan  in  the  first  instance.  It 
is  proper  to  state  that  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
Company  indorsed  the  plan  of  carrying  the 
street  under  the  railroad,  and  offers  to  bear  a 
portion  of  the  expense.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
cost  of  raising  the  railroad  and  building  a  bridge 
over  the  street  will  be  §55,000.  The  corporation 
offers  to  contract  for  doing  this  work  for 
835,000,  thereby  contributing  820,000  towards 
the  improvement.  The  company,  further, 
offers  to  have  an  accurate  account  of  the  cost 
kept,  and  il  the  improvement  can  be  made  for  less 
than  §55,000,  it  will  make  such  reduction  from  the 
price  of  $35,000  as  will  make  the  net  cost  to  the 
company  §20,000,  the  balance  to  be  paid  by  the 
city.  The  result  will  be  a  cost  to  the  city  not  in 
any  event  exceeding  835,000,  to  be  reduced  to 
§30,000  if  the  work  can  be  done  within  the  esti- 
mates. The  committee  believe  that  if  the  plan 
of  carrying  D  street  under  the  railroad 
is  adopted,  the  total  cost  of  the  im- 
provement, includinsr  grade  amages,  etc., 
will  not  exceed  §55,000,  and  respectfully 
recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  that  amount 
be  made,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Fiuance  be 
requested  to  provide  the  means. 

For  the  Committee. 

Albert  F.  Lauten. 
Accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee.   Sent  up. 

SALARIES      OF     SUPERINTENDENTS      OF     CHELSEA 
BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That 
the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  the  west  draw 
of  Chelsea  Bridge  be  raised  to  §1000,  and  his  as- 
sistant to  §800,  order  to  take  effect  from  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Lovell— When  this  matter  was  brought  up 
some  time  ago,  I  raised  the  question  as  to  why 
there  should  be  any  difference  between  the  sal- 
aries of  the  two  superintendents.  My  business 
leads  me  into  the  way  of  knowing  something 
about  the  number  of  vessels  passing  through 
these  different  draws,  and  there  was  a  query  in 
my  mind  at  the  time  about  the  correctness  of  the 
statements  made  by  the  committee.  The  state- 
ment was  that  in  1879  there  passed  through  the 
north  draw  3700  vessels;  or  in  other  words,  not 
that  3700  vessels  passed  through/  but  that  the 
draw  was  opened  3700  times.  When  a  vessel 
passes  up,  that  counts  as  once  opening  of  the 
draw,  and  when  she  passes  by  again  that  counts 
as  twice.  In  1879  the  draw  on  the  west  side  was 
opened  2327  times.  As  a  matter  of  curiosity  I  took 
the  trouble  to  look  into  the  subject,  and  found 
that  the  only  way  the  facts  could  be  got  at 
was  by  going  to  the  Maiden  draw  and  ascertain- 
ing the  number  of  vessels  passing  through  it. 
The  vessels  passing  through  the  Maiden  draw 
necessarily  go  through  the  draw  ou  the  Chelsea 
side,  or  north  draw.  I  find  that  in  1879  there 
were  1556  times  when  that  draw  was  opened.  The 
wharves  below  the  Maiden  Bridge  are  nine  in 
number,  to  which  there  went  vessels  sufficient  to 
require  the  draw  to  be  opened  about  250  times, 
which  would  make  1803  times  that  the  draw  was 
opened  on  the  Chelsea  side;  while  on  the  Charles- 
town  side  it  was  opened  2327  times.  I  find  that, 
there  never  was  any  official  count  kept  at  the 
North  draw  except  in  1879,  when  the  citi- 
zens of  Chelsea  were  very  anxious  to 
prove  to  the  Legislature  that  the  vessels  passing 
through  that  draw  were  no  benefit  to  Chelsea, 
but  passed  by  that  city.  I  find  also  that  from  the 
months  of  December  to  March  the  estimate  was 
that  the  north  draw  would  have  been  opened  only 
100  times.  It  seemed  to  me  that  as  these  state- 
ments had  been  made,  some  counter  statements 
should  be  presented  which,  to  my  mind,  prove 
that  the  excessive  labor  is  n't  done  on  the  Chel- 
sea side,  but  on  the  Charlestown  side.  I  wished 
to  present  these  facts  to  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries, to  whom  I  move  the  order  be  referred  before 
it  is  passed. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5 — I  should  like  to  offer  an 
amendment,  that  the  superintendant  of  Maiden 
Bridge — as  he  seems  to  do  about  twice  as  much 
as  the  superintendent  of  the  north  draw  of  Chel- 


sea Bridge— have  the  same  salary  as  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  north  draw  of  Chelsea  Bridge. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  would  like  to  in- 
quire whether  that  matter  has  been  relerredto 
the  Committee  on  Salaries? 

The  President— The  motion  is  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Salaries. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13—1  would  like  to  know 
what  the  present  salary  of  the  gentleman  is  who 
tends  that  draw  ? 

Mr.  Lovell— The  present  salary  is  876  a  month 
for  the  superintendent,  and  §63  for  his  assistant, 
which  makes  the  superintendent  S912  a  year  and 
the  assistant  §756. 

Mr.  Folan — Now  it  appears  to  me  that  that  is 
not  a  criterion  to  go  by.  A  workingman  has  to 
go  from  his  house  to  his  work  and  back  again, 
and  he  does  not  get  anything  for  the  time  occu- 
pied in  going  back  and  forth.  This  man  has  to 
open  the  draw  so  many  times  a  year,  and  has 
nothing  to  do  while  not  engaged  in  opening  and 
closing-  the  draw.  I  do  not  see  that  tbere  is  any 
good  reason  for  increasing  his  salary. 

Mr.  Lovell— My  particular  object  is  that  the 
salaries  shall  be  equal.  It  was  represented  here 
that  the  services  performed  by  the  superintend- 
ent on  the  north  draw  were  more  than  those  of 
the  superintendent  on  the  west  draw.  I  do  cot 
see  why  there  should  be  any  distinction  made. 

Mr.  Folan — I  should  like  to  inquire  if  this  gen- 
tleman is  an  able-bodied  man? 

Mr.  Lovell — Hit;  name  is  Lawrence.  1  suppose 
he  is. 

The  order  and  the  amendment  were  referred  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Salaries.    Sent  up. 

INCREASE  OF   THE  POLICE   FORCE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23,  the  Counci  1 
took  from  the  table  the  amendment  to  the  ordi- 
nance to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
Police  Department,  by  inserting  "thirty-one"  in 
place  of  "twenty-one"  patrolmen. 

Mr.  Whi;more  of  Ward  12— This  matter  was 
laid  upon  the  table  on  the  12th  of  November,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  because,  as  it  was  very  well 
put,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances who  reported  it  did  not  understand,  and 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  was 
unable  to  compute,  whether  the  addition  was 
thirty-six,  or  sixteen,  or  twenty.  But  since 
that  time  it  has  been  carefully  considered, 
I  have  no  doubt,  by  him,  and  it  certainly  has  by 
me.  1  now  speak  by  authority  of  Colonel  Walker 
of  the  Police  Commir-sioners'to  this  effect:  The 
ordinance,  as  provided  and  presented,  by  error 
would  have  made  an  increase  of  thirty-six  men  in 
the  total— sixteen  sergeants  and  twenty  patrol- 
men. It  also  happened  accidentally  that  iu  draft- 
ing the  ordinance  nobody  noticed  that 
the  addition  which  was  made  was  made 
to  an  old  ordinance  which  allowed  611  patrolmen, 
whereas  this  we  have  already  amended  so  that  it 
allows  614  patrolmen.  The  consequeucf  is  that 
we  have  had  a  combination  of  errors  all 
around.  Now,  the  matter  of  sixteen  sergeants 
is  acquiesced  in  by  both  branches,  and  is 
not  at  this  time  under  consideration.  The 
question  is  only  what  figure  the  number  of 
patrolmen  will  stand  at.  We  have  already  voted 
to  make  it  621.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  has  voted 
to  make  it  631.  In  reality  we  should  have  made  it 
624  and  they  634.  if  we 'wished  to  add  ten  and 
twenty  respectively.  But  the  commissioners  now 
say  that  they  do  not  wish  to  avail  of 
any  accident;  and  the  remarks  which  they 
made  about  having  money  enough  to  pay 
the  additional  number  of  men  was  based 
on  the  calculation  of  twenty  men  in  all,  including 
sixteen  sergeants.  Therefore  they  would  ask  in 
accordance  with  their  first  request'that  we  should 
at  this  time  add  four  patrolmen  to  the  existing 
number,  which  is  614.  They  would  ask  for  four 
additional  patrolmen,  which  would  make  61S.  I 
have  suggested  to  Colonel  Walker  that  it  would 
be  bette'r  to  take  a  round  number — to  take 
620  instead  of  CIS.  He  said  of  course 
the  department  would  be  very  glad  indeed  to 
have  two  additional  men;  they  have  need  for 
these  men,  and  tbey  have,  moreover,  funds 
enough  to  pay  twenty-two  men  just  as  well  as 
twenty  men  for  the  current  year.  As  that  would 
make' a  round  number,  I  move  that  we  now, 
instead  of  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  amend  it  by  sub- 
stituting the  round  number  620  patrolmen 
instead  of  631,  which  comes  from  the  Hoard  of 
Aldermen.  That  would  be  an  iucrease  of  two  over 
the  original  intention  of  the   Police  Commission- 
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ers,  but  of  course  it  would  be  eleven  less  than  the 
Aldermen  propose,  which  would  be  really  one  less 
than  we  actually  passed  the  other  day.  It  would 
make  a  round  number  tor  the "  patrolmen 
which  would  be  easily  remembered 
and  might  prevent  future  Councils 
from  falling  into  the  same  error  we  have  fallen 
into.  The  present  number  is  614.  We  have 
already  on  our  side  made  it  621,  and  the  Alder- 
men have  made  it  631.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  by  substi- 
tuting- 620  as  the  maximum  number  of  the  patrol- 
men of  the  force. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

DUMPING   SNOW  ON  PUBLIC   GROUNDS. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6  offered  an  order,  That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committe  on  Common  be  in- 
structed to  consider  and  report  up  vn  the  desira- 
bility of  preventing  the  horse  railroad  corpora- 
tions and  others  from  using  any  of  the  public 
grounds  of  the  city  as  dumping  ground  for  snow 
and  street  ref  u--e.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  REVISION  OF  THE  ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8  15  P.  M.,  viz. : 

Draft  of  the  proposed  revision  of  the  City  Ordi- 
nances (City  Docs.  115  and  116). 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  that  the  ordinances  be 
passed  to  a  second  reading  tonight  by  their  title 
only.  If  that  is  done  they  will  take  their  second 
reading  at  the  next  meeting,  and  then  of  course 
they  will  be  read  section  by  section.  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  first  or  second  reading  will  be  a 
mere  matter  of  form,  by  their  title  only.  There- 
fore, I  move  at  the  present  time,  that  the  revision 
of  the  ordinances  be  passed  to  a  second  reading 
by  their  title  only.  1  have  already  said  that  the 
second  reading  will  take  place  at  the  next  meet- 
ing, according  to  our  rules. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  objection  to  that.  I  merely  want  to 
ask  leave,  either  before  the  vote  is  pu'.for  after, 
to  submit  my  own  suggestions,  which  I  was  una- 
ble to  present  the  other  evening. 

The  President — The  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
asks  leave  to  submit,  in  writing,  some  sugges- 
tions, which  I  suppose  are  in  the  nature  of  a  mi- 
nority report.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Council 
that  he  be  allowed  to  submit  them  ? 

Mr.  Whituiore— I  presume  it  is  somewhat 
lengthy,  ?nd  I  move  that  it  be  accepted  as  a  mi- 
nority'report,  printed,  and  laid  over  with  the  or- 
dinances. If  it  is  necessary  I  will  move  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  for  that  purpose. 

The  Council  voted  that  the  minority  report  be 
received  and  printed. 

It  is  as  follows: 

Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  is  unable  to  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  draft  of  the  revised  ordinances  which 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Common  Council  under 
a  vote  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  present  and  voting, 
and  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  his 
principal  reasons  therefor: 

First— This  draft  materially  changes  the  plan  of 
the  existing  ordinances  of  the  city.  Several  en- 
tirely new  chapters  of  general  application  are  in- 
troduced, in  place  of  the  specific  ordinances 
which  now  regulate  the  respective  subjects  to 
which  they  refer.  Of  these  new  chapters,  no 
critical  examination,  with  their  bearing  and  legal 
effect  upon  the  subjects  to  which  they  are  made 
to  apply,  has  been  made  by  any  commission  or 
party  adequately  familiar  with  municipal  and 
town  law.  The  undersigned  cannot  safely  in- 
dorse these  chapters  and  this  volume  until  such 
examination  has  been  made. 

Second— This  draft  contains  certain  changes  in 
the  ordinances  to  which  the  undersigned  cannot 
agree,  among  others— 

1.  That  of  increasing  the  number  of  committees 
by  creating  committees  upon  the  Architect's  and 
City  Clerk's  departments.  The  same  have  never 
existed,  and  are  believed  to  be  wholly  unneces- 
sary and  useless.  Their  creation  will  simply  tend 
to  unnecessary  interference,  and  to  give  power  to 
presiding  officers. 

2.  That  of  providing  that  committees  "in  charge 
of  a  department  shall  present  to  the  City  Council 
a  written  report  of  the  transactions  of  such  de- 
partment for  the  preceding  year,"  etc.  This  is 
without  precedent,  and  would  be  unbusiness  like. 


Reports  of  heads  of  departments  and  boards  are 
almost  invariably,  it  is  believed,  addressed  and 
made  to  the  legislative  body.  Such  body  de- 
sires and  should  have  in  the  first  in- 
stance its  information  direct  from  the  de- 
partment, without  any  power  or  possibility  of 
power  on  the  part  of  a  committee,  which  is  often 
the  creature  of  a  presiding  officer,  to  control, 
vary,  or  even  color  it. 

Third— That  of  empowering  the  Mayor  to  fill 
vacancies  in  offices  required  to  be  filled  by  con- 
current vote  of  the  City  Council,  in  such  cases 
the  duties  should  fall,  for  the  time,  upon  the  offi- 
cer next  in  rank;  also  that  providing  for  the  ter- 
mination of  the  term  of  office  of  a  board  or  class 
of  officers  when  more  than  one  is  to  be  elected  at 
one  time,  by  the  election  of  one  member  of  such 
board  or  class.  This  would  tend  to  create  vacan- 
cies to  be  filled  by  appointment  under  proposed 
provision  above  referred  to,  should  the  same  be 
adopted,  and  conflicts  with  the  rule  that  officers 
should  serve  until  their  successors  are  qualified. 
Also  the  provision  relating  to  removals  from  of- 
fice. 

Third— This  draft  must  necessarily  be  imperfect 
and  incomplete,  as  but  three  days  were  given  to 
the  heads  of  departments,  with  one  exception,  to 
examine  it  and  report  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, and  the  several  subjects  have  never  been 
before  the  joint  standing  committees  respectively 
of  the  City  Council.  The  suggestions  made  by 
the  heads  of  departments  and  boards  were  actea 
on  very  hurriedly  by  the  committee  for  want  of 
time,  and  in  some  cases  hardly  at  all.  The  Trus- 
tees of  East  Boston  Ferries,  fur  instance,  request- 
ed to  be  heard,  and  appointed  a  committee  for 
the  purpose,  but  no  opportunity  was  given  them 
for  a  hearing,  and  one  provision  of  this  draft 
which  they  wished  to  be  changed  stands  un- 
changed, and  another  is  merely  modified,  if  in 
effect  it  is  changed  at  all. 

The  City  Treasurer  made  the  following  commu- 
nication, viz. :  "As  my  office  is  at  present  under 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department,  who  are  making  an  investigation  of 
everything  connected  with  the  department, 
you  will  perceive  that  I  cannot  comply  with  your 
request  in  the  required  time." 

The  importance  of  adopting  an  amended  and 
very  carefully  considered  ordinance  relating  to 
this  department  cannot  be  overestimated,  and 
of  itself  constitutes  sufficient  reason  for  taking 
further  and  ample  time  for  the  purpose.  Besides, 
it  is  true  that  a  more  critical  examination  is  de- 
sired by  certain  heads  of  departments  of  their  re- 
spective ordinances. 

In  view  of  these  immediate  suggestions  the 
adoption  of  these  revised  ordinances  now  would 
seem  to  the  undersigned  not  only  most  unwise, 
but  most  absurd. 

Fourth — This  volume  contains  but  a  portion  of 
the  laws  which  regulate  our  municipal  affairs. 
These  laws  are  found  in  the  State  constitution, 
the  city  charter,  the  statutes— general  and  special 
—  and  the  ordinances.  This  volume  does  not  con- 
tain the  provisions  of  the  constitution  which  ap- 
ply, nor  the  charter  or  statutes,  and  is  conse- 
quently absolutely  silent  at  least  upon  the  follow- 
ing subjects,  viz.: 

Constitutional  Provisions  relating  to  City  Gov- 
ernment, Actions,  Bath  and  Wash  Houses,  Bil- 
liard Tables,  Auctioneers,  Blasting,  Boundary 
Lines,  etc.,  Constables,  County  and  County 
Officers,  Courts,  Fences  and  Fence  Viewers, 
Field  Drivers,  Elections,  Hawkers  and  Ped- 
lers,  House  of  Industry,  Hoops,  Jurors, 
Leather,  Licensed  Houses.  Lime  and  Lime 
Casks,  Militia,  Milk,  Porters,  Prison  Point 
Flats,  Probation  Officer,  Railroad  Police, 
Marriages,  Old  South  Association,  Reports,  Re- 
wards, Riots,  Registrars  of  Voters,  State  Aid, 
Staves  and  Hoops,  Steamboats,  Steam  Engines, 
etc.,  Voting  Lists. 

It  should  be  added  that  very  many  other  sub- 
jects are  but  partially  embraced  in  their  respec- 
tive.ordinances.  This  volume,  then,  gives  none 
of  the  laws  which  reculate  the  foregoing  enumer- 
ated subjects,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  unneces- 
sary to  adopt  ordinances  touching  them,  the  stat- 
utes of  themselves  being  sufficiently  explicit.  Its 
adoption,  therefore,  would  appear  not  only  to  be 
most  unwise,  but  most  absurd. 

Fifth — The  single  question  involved  is  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  these  ordinances  now,  and 
any  objection  whatsoever  thereto  is  perfectly 
competent  and  should  be  made.  The  undersigned 
finally  submits  that  their  adoption  now  would  be 
most  premature,  as  the  statutes  on  which  our  or- 
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dinances  are  based  are  themselves  being  revised 
by  a  commission  to  report  to  the  next  Legisla- 
ture. Very  many  changes  in  the  statutes  will 
necessarily  follow  this  revision.  An  almost  im- 
mediate re-revision  of  our  ordinances,  in  case  we 
adopt  this  draft  now,  may,  and  probably  will,  be- 
come necessary  in  order  that  they  conform  to 
the  changes  in  the  statutes.  There  is,  in  fact, 
no  pressing  need  of  revising  our  ordinances 
now.  The  work  was  done  four  years  ago.  The 
usual  limit  is  seven;  that  for  the  State  statutes, 
which  outnumber  the  ordinances  a  hundred  fold, 
twenty  and  thirty  years. 

No  specific  order  is  added  hereto,  but  the  im- 
propriety of  adopting  this  draft  of  the  ordi- 
nances fust  at  this  time  and  without  further  con- 
sideration before  its  presentation  for  action  by 
the  Council  is  believed  to  appear. 

Charles  Wheeler. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— There  is  one  unfortu- 
nate position  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  nature  of  the  communication  is 
whicli  the  gentleman  has  offered  as  a  minority 
report.  It  may  be  in  rhe  nature  of  a  substitute. 
If  so,  there  is  no  necessity  of  passing  the  ordi- 
nances to  a  second  reading. 

The  President— Of  course  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee having  been  accepted  it  will  be  impossible 
for  the  Council  now  to  substitute  the  minority 
report,  as  the  Chair  understands  the  matter,  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  desired  to  offer  certain 
suggestions  which  are  his  views  upon  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  would  suggest,  in  view 
of  the  report  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
having  been  received  and  ordered  to  be  put  in 
print— we  will  not  get  it  in  print  until  next  Thurs- 
day, as  we  have  only  got  the  main  report  today, 
and  had  our  first  glance  at  it — it  will  be  as  well  to 
have  this  whole  matter  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council.  It  seems  to  me  we 
should  see  the  suggestions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  in  print  and  examine  them  before  we 
are  called  upon  to  give  our  final  vote  upon  this 
revision.  Therefore,  I  move  that  this  whole  mat- 
ter be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
at  8.15. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  afraid  I  did  not  make  my- 
self understood  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21. 
The  ordering  of  the  ordinances  to  a  second  read- 
ing is  a  mere  matter  of  form,  because  that  read- 
ing does  not  take  place  until  the  next  meeting. 
It  is  merely  a  technical  form,  by  advancing  it  one 
stage,  and  the  debate  will  be  between  the  two 
readings.  If  we  don't  order  it  to  a  second  read- 
ing now,  the  consideration  of  the  subject  will  be 
in  a  different  manner.  After  it  is  ordered  to  a 
second  reading  by  the  title,  then  the  ordinances 
will  be  read  section  by  section,  and  by  that  time 
we  will  have  the  whole  matter  before  us.  The 
gentleman's  motion  and  mine  only  differ  in  a 
matter  of  form;  they  come  to  the  same  effect. 
It  is  barely  possible  that  by  rei using  to  give 
one  reading  at  the  present  time  by  their 
title,  it  might  have  the  effect  to  prevent  consider- 
ation by  the  City  Government  this  year.  Tne  as- 
signment carries  the  ordering  to  a  second  read- 
ing over  to  the  next  meeting,  and  then  the  second 
reading  must  take  place  at  the  meeting  after 
that. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  should  be  sorry  to  have  *  misun- 
derstanding arise  between  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  aud  myself.  I  think  I  understood  his 
motion,  and  it  would  be  perfectly  in  force  and  a 
good  one,  were  if.  not  for  the  fact  of  our  inability 
to  see  the  minority  report.  Having  been  received 
without  being  read,  we  do  not  know  what  its  con- 
tents are.  This  book  contains  300  pages  or  more, 
and  it  is  very  important  to  examine  it  before  we 
come  to  a  fiual  vote  upon  it.  We  have  also  some 
suggestions  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
which  are  worthy  to  be  consideied,  and  which  will 
not  be  in  print  toilsome  days;  aud  it  is  reasona- 
ble to  ask  that  they  both  may  be  seen 
in  print  before  they  are  called  up  for  a  final  vote. 
I  merely  made  the  motion  more  in  the  way  of  a 
suggestion,  because  I  thought  that  if  the  gentle- 
man had  carried  the  ordering  of  them  to  a  second 
reading  tonight,  aud  then  called  them  up  to  be 
put  upon  their  passage  next  week ,  and  should  insi  -t 
upon  it  very  hard,  we  might  possibly  be  rather 
hurried.  I  should  rather  it  would  go  over  until 
next  week,  so  that  we  may  have  a  chance  to  ex- 
amine it  more  carefully  and  thoioughly.  I  think 
the  gentleman  will  see  that  a  postponement  for 
one  week  will  not  prevent  its  being  deliberately 
acted  upon  this  year. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  believe  I  stated  that   the  or- 


dering to  a  second  reading  was  only  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  form.  I  think  the  gentleman  rather  over- 
rates the  influence  of  the  committee  on  the  Coun- 
cil by  supposing  that  they  would  undertake,  for  a 
moment,  to  push  a  matter  of  this  kind  through 
without  having  it  read  in  full.  I  also  think,  from 
the  experience  I  have  had,  that  no  presiding  offi- 
cer would  undertake  to  pass  a  document  of  this 
kind  without  having  actually  read  it  in  one  stage 
or  another.  I  have  noticed  that  in  previous 
years,  when  any  long  document  is  offered,  the 
Chair  invariably,  and  of  necessity,  actually  reads 
every  portion  of  it  at  one  reading  or  another. 
For  that  reason  I  suggested  that  the  first  reading 
be  as  a  matter  of  form,  by  title  only,  not  expect- 
ing the  Chair  would  read  it  then,  but  ex- 
pecting him  to  read  every  portion  of  it 
at  the  second  reading.  It  "is  one  of  those 
duties  which  the  Chair  could  not  avoid  without 
a  positive  vote  from  the  Council.  1  think  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  would  have  the  right  to  insist, 
before  any  measure  of  this  kind  was  passed,  that 
it  should  be  read  through  entirely.  I  think  no 
one  has  ever  suggested  that  it  could  be  passed 
without  reading  it  through,  except  by  unanimous 
consent.  I  have  no  idea  any  member  of  the 
Council  would  object  to  doing  away  with  oue 
reading.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
allow  it  to  go  as  I  proposed  in  the  first  place- 
that  it  take  its  first  reading  by  title,  and  then  the 
next  reading  will  be  section  by  section.  I  should 
certainly  not  be  a  party  to  carrying  it  through 
without  having  it  read  in  full. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— This  revision  of  the 
ordinances  is  a  pretty  serious  matter.  I  want  to 
have  a  fair  consideration  of  the  subject  as  much 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  does.  I  think 
that  what  he  stated  in  the  latter  part  of  his  re- 
marks intended  to  show  that  even  from  his  stand- 
point it  will  be  better  to  have  the  subject  post- 
poned for  a  week,  even  for  the  first  reading.  I 
agree  with  him  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  mat- 
ter should  be  disposed  of,  one  way  or  the  other, 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  We  have,  however, 
only  just  received  this  report.  None  of  us  have 
had  any  time  to  consider  it  at  all,  or  had  an  op- 
portunity to  think  about  what  amendments  we 
might  desire  to  present.  I  think  that,  even  from 
his  own  view  of  the  matter,  it  will  be  better  for 
the  members  of  the  Council  to  take  it  home  with 
them,  perhaps,  and  be  ready  with  their  amend- 
ments at  the  next  meeting,  in  orderthat  the  Coun- 
cil may  hear  them  upon  the  first  reading  of  the 
ordinances.  The  gentleman  may  answer  that 
when  they  have  passed  their  first  reading.  The 
amendments  may  be  brought  in  when  the  second 
reading  is  taking  place;  but  I  think  it  would  has- 
ten the  ruatler  and  tend  to  a  more  fair  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  if  gentlemen  are  allowed  to 
bring  in  such  amendments  as  they  may  have  at 
the  first  reading.  For  those  reasons  I  hope  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  will  be  postponed 
before  the  second  reading  is  ordered. 

Mr.  Pratt— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  mis- 
takes the  point  I  made  in  one  respect,  and  that  is 
we  do  not  want  to  be  put  upon  the  vote  on  this 
matter  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council.  It 
seems  to  me  that  two  weeks  is  not  a  long  time  to 
consider  a  matter  of  this  character.  It  is  n't 
merely  one  careful  and  full  reading  by 
the  presiding  officer.  It  should  be,  with 
some  of  us,  a  careful  reading  on  our 
part.  Perhaps  it  will  involve  a  careful  compari- 
son with  some  parts  of  the  ordinances,  as  the  ar- 
rangement has  been  changed  in  some  respects. 
We  certainly  ought  to  do  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  and  his  associates  on  the  committee  the 
courtesy  to  examine  the  work  they  have  per- 
formed so  faithfully.  I  predict  that  we  shall  not 
be  ready  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  to 
vote  upon  the  final  passage  of  these  ordinances. 
Now,  then,  if  they  are  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting,  they  will  come  up  then  to  be  or- 
dered to  their  second  reading  and  then  go  over 
until  the  uext  week  after  that,  and  that  will  give 
us  in  the  meantime  two  weeks  in  which  to  ex- 
amine them,  and  one  week  in  which  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  unless 
two-thirds  of  us  should  be  in  favor  of  taking  them 
up  and  proceeding  to  a  final  vote  next  week.  That 
is  my  object  in  wishing  it  specially  assigned.  I 
do  not  think  the  gentleman  would  be  likely  to 
press  it  to  a  vote  next  week  if  the  Council  were 
not  prepared,  and  1  do  not  think  he  will  strenu- 
ously object  to  an  assignment  to  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  only  to  say  again  that 
there  is  an  amount  of  obtuseness  on  the  part  of 
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myself  in  not  being  able  to  understand  the  gen- 
tleman's motion.  To  my  mind  it  is  merely  a  mat- 
ter of  tweedledum  and  tweedledee  whether  you 
make  the  formal  reading  on  the  first  or  second 
reading.  I  fail  to  see  the  reason  for  adopting  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman,  except  that  it  may 
be"the  means  of  losing  time.  It  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  Council  to  let  the  matter  take  the  usual 
course,  I  have  no  objection.  We  have  presented 
a  report,  and  the  natural  motion  to  be  made  is 
that  the  ordinances  take  their  second  reading  by 
their  title  and  be  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and,  as  in  the  case  of  all  ordinances,  they  will 
then  go  over  to  the  next  meeting,  and  that 
is  precisely  what  the  gentleman  asks  for.  As 
for  the  idea  that  it  is  going  to  pass  at  the  next 
meeting,  we  cannot  read  it  all  in  one  night,  un- 
less we  should  stay  here  until  half-past  three,  as 
was  the  case  at  the  celebrated  meeting  a  year  and 
a  half  ago.  The  only  ordinance  to  be  passed  is  on 
page  209.  Until  we  reach  that  page  there  is  no 
chance  to  pass  anything.  If  amendments  have 
been  made,  or  not  made  at  all,  the  question  will 
not  be  upon  the  passage  of  the  chapter  at  all,  un- 
til that  section  is  reached.  There  will  be  no  pos- 
sibility of  reading  those  three  hundred  pages  in 
one  evening.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  Council 
which  would  n't  sit  here  long  to  hear  me,  to  make 
a  quorum,  would  consent  to  sit  here  and  listen  to 
the  reading  of  these  three  hundred  pages  of  ordi- 
nances. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  have  made  my  suggestion,  and 
leave  it  to  the  decision  of  the  Council.  I  only 
wish  to  remind  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that 
we  have  four  more  meetings,  at  least,  instead  of 
three,  as  he  suggested. 

The  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting,  at  8.15  P.  M. 


REPORTS  OF  RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Printing  be  requested  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  resetting  and  stereotyping  one 
or  more  of  the  Record  Commissioners'  reports 
and  also  of  providing  that  all  future  reports  of 
said  Commissioners  shall  be  electrotyped  and  the 
plates  remain  the  property  of  the  city. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  order 
was  amended  by  Mr.  Coe,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "electrotyped"  the  words  "in  the' discretion 
of  said  commissioners,"  and  as  amended  passed. 
Sent  up. 

PROPOSED    PUBLIC    HEARINGS  IN  THE    EVENINGS 
FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Magnire  of  Ward  19  offered  the  following: 

An  amendment  to  the  joint  rules  and  orders  to 
be  inserted  after  section  6  and  before  section  7. 

"Every  committee  to  whom  any  matter  has  been 
specially  referred  shall,  when  the  majority  of  the 
petitioners)]  have  to  work  for  a  living,  and  have 
requested  a  public  hearing,  or  wheie  the  matter 
so  referred  is  one  of  interest  mainly  to  such 
workingmen,  grant  a  public  hearing  or  hearings, 
which  shall  be  held  upon  some  evening  or  even- 
ings at  a  convenient  hour,  and  timely  public 
notice  thereof  shall  be  given  by  sufficient  adver- 
tisements in  the  Boston  Herald,  Globe,  Star  and 
such  other  newspapers  as  the  committee  may  see 
fit,  and  the  Clerk  of  Committees  shall  notify  each 
petitioner  by  mail,  when  the  number  of  petition- 
ers do  not  exceed  one  hundred." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Or- 
ders. 

Sent  up.      Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  thet Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER   6,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFEBBED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Lockwood  Manufacturing 
Company,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  73-79 
Sumner  street,  Ward  2;  Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  and 
Elevator  Company,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  63 
Water  street.  Ward  5. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines.  Marcel- 
lus  W.  Chase,  for  leave  to  locate  six  small  fur- 
naces for  melting  metals  at  82  Sudbury  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company,  for  location  of  tracks  in 
Kneeland  street  from  Lincoln  street  to  Washing- 
ton street;  and  for  location  of  double  tracks  in 
Kneeland  street  between  Federal  and  Lincoln 
streets,  and  in  Lincoln  street  between  Kneeland 
and  Beach  streets.  Boston  Sugar  Refining  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  connect  their  sugar  house  at 
East  Boston  with  the  Eastern  Railroad  by  a 
switch  track  across  Sumner  street. 

Mary  E.  Lamson,  for  removal  of  a  telegraph 
post  from  57  Hampden  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  James  B. 
Shea,  to  be  paid  damages  for  personal  injuries 
received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in  Essex 
street,  Dec.  1, 1880;  Maggie  O'Keefe,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  personal  injuries  caused  by  defect 
in  Beach  street,  Nov.  23, 1880;  Ellen  Connerton,  to 
be  paid  for  personal  injuries  sustained  by  alleged 
defect  at  70  Broadway. 

HEAEINGS. 

Hearings  were  had  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing sewers  in  Lamartine  street,  between 
Boylston  and  Wyman  streets,  and  in  High  street, 
Charlestown,  between  Cordis  and  Pleasant  streets. 

A  remonstrance  was  read  against  the  Lamar- 
tine-street  sewer  from  D.  S.  Small,  trustee  for 
S.  R.  Curtis's  estate. 

No  other  objections.  Recommitted  to  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

PAPEBS    FBOM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Report  in  favor  of  allowing  $55,000  for  construc- 
tion of  an  additional  storage  basin,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Finance  provide  the  means.  Re- 
ferred to  Finance  Committee  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  Water  Board  of  petition  of  Adol- 
phus  Davis  for  abatement  of  nuisance  at  Mystic 
Pond.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

An  order  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  west  draw  of  Chelsea  Bridge  to  $1000, 
and  of  his  assistant  to  $800,  came  up  referred  to 
the  Commitfee  on  Salaries.    Concurred. 

Report  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  of  $55,000 
to  carry  the  extension  of  D  street  under  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance provide  the  means.  Referred  to  Finance 
Committee  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  prohib- 
iting the  dumping  of  snow  upon  the  Common. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Printing  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  stereotyping  the  reports  of  the 
Record  Commissioners,  and  ot  retaining  the  own- 
ership of  the  plates.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Proposed  amendment  of  joint  rules  so  that  pub- 
lic hearings  before  any  committee,  where  the  pe- 
titioners "have  to  work  for  a  living"  may  be  held 
in  the  evening,  and  that  notice  thereof  be  pub- 
lished in  the  papers,  and  that  the  "Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees shall  notify  each  petitioner  by  mail  where 
the  number  of  such  petitioners  does  not  exceed 
100."  Referred  to  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  in 
concurrence. 

Amendment  to  ordinance  relating  to  Police,  so 
that  the  number  of  patrolmen  to  be  added  to  the 
force,  shall  be  "twenty"  instead  of  "thirty-one" 
as  provided  by  vote  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Flynn— While  1  still  believe  we  have 
not  officers  enough  to  do  the  duty  required  of 
them  in  the  different  sections  of  the  city,  it 
other  members,  representing  outlying  districts, 
are  satisfied  with  the  amendment  made  by  the 
other  branch,  I  shall  make  no  objection,  anil  will 
move  that  the  Board  concur. 


The  Board  concurred  in  the  passage  of  the  or- 
dinance as  amended  by  the  Council. 

Report  "inexpedient"  to  transfer  functions  of 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  Company  accepting  their  76th 
location,  granted  by  this  board  Nov.  24,  1880. 

TVATEB  DEPAETMENT. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following: 

Sigh-Service  System. 
The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  communication  from  the  Water  Board,  rec- 
ommending that  the  high  service  system  be  ex- 
tended by  the  construction  of  one  or  more  addi- 
tional reservoirs  and  other  works,  and  for  that 
purpose  that  authority  be  procured  to  take  such 
land  as  may  be  required,  having  considered  the 
subject  would  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee. 

Geobge  L.  Thorndike,  Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  com- 
ing session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  giving  the 
city  of  Boston  authority  to  take  land  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extending  the  high-service  water  supply 
system. 
'  Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Framingham  Water  Supply. 
■  The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  notice  from  the  town  of  Framingham 
of  its  intended  application  to  the  Legislature  for 
leave  to  take  water  from  Farm  Pond  or  Sudbury 
River,  would  respectfully  recommend  that  said 
notice  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters,  with  instructions  to  oppose  grant- 
ing the  prayer  of  such  petition. 

For  the  Committee. 

Geobge  L.  Thobndike, 

Chairman. 
Accepted    and     referred     accordingly.      Sent 
down. 

CLAIMS, 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Catherine  Murphy  to  be  betid  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  her  son,  who  was  killed  by 
a  steam  fire  engine  on  North  Bennet  street,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  the  petitioner  has  been  heard, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  no  further 
action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

Mrs.  Murphy  had  previously  petitioned  for 
compensation  for  the  death  ot  her  son,  and,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
was  given  leave  to  withdraw,  without  being 
heard.  Similar  cases  which  have  occurred  during 
the  year  have  been  acted  upou  in  tne  same  man- 
ner, for  the  reason  that  the  city  is  not  legally 
liable  for  accidents  occasioned  by  the  negligence 
of  members,  officers  or  employes  of  its  Fire  De- 
partment, and  it  was  therefore  deemed  inexpe- 
dient to  put  petitioners  to  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  a  hearing  from  which  they  would  derive 
no  benefit. 

In  the  present  instance  the  committee  were 
asked  to  take  into  consideration  the  peculiar 
hardship  of  the  case,  and  to  waive,  if  possible, 
legal  technicalities  in  favor  of  the  petitioner. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  consider  that  they 
have  a  right  to  make  an  award  only  where  a  legal 
liability  of  the  city  is  established  or  where  there 
is  a  question  of  law  or  fact  involved  which  pre- 
sents a  pnper  subject  for  compromise.  If  the 
case  is  one  in  which  it  is  clear  that  the  city  could 
not  be  held  iu  the  courts,  they  have  no  right  to 
entertain  it  and  no  power  to  make  an  award.  It 
is  not  within  their  province  to  exercise  generosity 
by  settling  claims  having  no  legal  foundation, 
however  strongly  the  circumstances  may  appeal 
to  their  sympathies. 

The  liability  of  a  city  in  cases  of  personal  in- 
jury caused  by  the  fault  of  officers  and  employes 
of  the  Fire  Department  was  decided  by  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court  in  the  cases  of  Hafford  vs. 
New  Bedford,  16  Gray,  297,  and  Fisher  vs.  Boston, 
104  Massachusetts,  87,  and  the  principle  of  these 
decisions  has  been  followed  and  approved  in  other 
cases. 

The  members  of  a  fire  department  are  public 
officers,  with  duties  defined  by  law,  and  large  dis- 
cretionary powers,  in  the  exercise  of  which  they 
are  not  subject  to  any  control  by  the  city.  The 
City  Government,  in  appointing  them,  acts  as  a 
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branch  of  the  General  Government  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  appoints  tbeui  for  purely  public 
purposes  and  solely  for  the  public  bt-neiit.  'they 
are  not,  therefore,  servants  of  the  city,  and  the 
maxim  respondeat  superior  dues  uotappiy.  . 

It  has  been,  moreover,  expr.  ssly  decided  tint 
the  iact  that  in  the  city  of  Boston  the  Fire  De- 
partment has 'been  established  and  is  regulated 
by  a  special  stmuie,  accepted  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil, makes  uo  diffeieuce  in  regard  to  the  liability 
of  the  city. 

In  view  of  these  well-established  principles  of 
law  the  Committee  on  Claims  considered  that 
their  duty  was  plain  iQ  such  cases  and  believe 
that  no  evidence  which  could  be  submitted  if 
hearings  were  given  would  warraut  them  in  set- 
tling claims  ot  this  nature. 

For  toe  Committee, 

Cuas.  tl.  B.  Breck,  Chairman. 

Read  and  accepted.  Sent  down  for  concur- 
rence. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

TAX  ABATED. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Assessors'  Deparuuent,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Story 
for  abatement  of  a  tax  assessed  in  1873  on  estate 
of  hnn.-elf  and  Asa  Wilbur,  having  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  H.  B.  Breck,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  tax,  amounting  Co  $53.76,  as- 
sessed in  1873  on  Asa  Wilbur  anu  Joseph  Story, 
be  and  ihe  same  is  hereby  abated. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

VACANCIES  IN  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances  wno  were  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  petitioning 
the  Legislature  lor  a  change  in  the  method  of 
filling  vacancies  in  the  Boaidof  Alderman,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subjecr,  would  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  committee, 

C.  H.  B.  Breck,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  rlie  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  at  the  coming 
session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  providing  that 
vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  be  filled 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council 
in  convention. 

Order  passed. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn, 
the  vote  whereby  the  order  was  passed  was  re- 
considered. 

Alderman  Flynn— This  is  a  very  important  or- 
der. It  has  been  suggested  to  me  by  the  Alder- 
man on  my  left,  that  if  we  pass  this  order,  it 
takes  away  the  rights  of  the  people  to  a  certain 
extent.  Everybody  will  admit  that  the  position 
of  Alderman  is  very  important,  and  I  think  that 
this  or  any  other  board  ought  not  to  have  the 
right  to  select  Aldermen  mechanically.  I  lul  y 
agree  that  it.  may  cost  considerably  more  to  have 
special  elections  for  Aldermen;  still,  I  think  ihe 
people  ought  to  have  the  right  to  select  so  impor- 
tant an  officer  as  an  AUIeiman  in  any  case.  I 
move  tint  this  order  be  laid  upon  the  table  for 
the  present,  that  Aldermen  may  have  a  chance  to 
discuss  the  matter. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

CLERK   DIRE  IN  THE  CODRTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  certificates  of  the 
amount  required  for  clerk  hire  in  the  courts  for 
October— 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 8135  00 

Superior  Civil  Court 233.32 

Superior  Criminal  Court 243.33 

Approved,  and  ordered  paid. 
ENLARGEMENT  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL   GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Thorndike  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  and  order  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Ciiy  Hospital,  directing  the 
transfer  to  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  of 
the  parcel  of  land  in  charge  of  your  committee, 
situated  between  Harrison  avenue  and  Albany 
street,  and  East  Springfield  street  and  East 
Chester  park,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Hospital, 
after  consideration  of  ihe  matter  respectfully  re- 
port that  the  order  ought  to  pass  in  the  following 
new  draft, 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 


Ordered— That  the  parcel  of  land  belonging  to 
the  ciiy  of  Boston,  and  at  present  in  charge  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  I'ublic  Lands, 
situated  in  the  blocn.  bounded  by  Hal'iison  ave- 
nue. East  Springfield  street,  Albany  street  and 
East  Chester  park,  and  containing  60,172  square 
feet,  more  or  less, as  shown  on  a  plan  made  by  the 
City  Surveyor,  and  dated  l>ee  I.  1880,  be  and  the 
same  hereby  is  set  apart  for  the  use  ol  the  City 
Hospital,  and  for  that  purpose  is  placed  in  the 
charge  of  the  trustees  of  said  hospital. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

POLICE  MATTERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committen  on  Police  ou  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Constables. 

The  Committee  on  Po  ice  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Michael  Doh-rty  to  be  released  as 
one  of  the  bonnsinen  on  the  hon  1  of  William  H. 
Warren,- eo,  stable,  respectfully  repoit  thai  said 
Warren  is  not  now  a  constable,  and,  th-iefoie, 
no  action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  this  Board. 
For  the  Committee. 

Clinton  Viles,  Chairman. 

Accepted. 

Siving    Sign. 

The  Committee  on  Police,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  ot  Joaquin  &  Co.  for  leave  to  project 
a  canvas  sign  in  trout  of  their  store,  Mb.  3z  Tem- 
ple place,  having  considered  the  suhjec,  beg 
leave  to  repoit  that  the  peii  ion  should  not  have 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police,  as  it 
appears  that  what  the  peitioners  wish  to  place 
in  front  of 'heir  store  is  not  a  sign  withi  the 
meaning  of  the  ordinance,  but  forms  part  of  the 
shade  curtain  or  awning.  The  Commifee  on 
Lamps  should,  thereloie,  determine  whether  a 
permit  ought  to  be  gi  anted  therefor,  and  it  is 
recommended  that  the  petition  be  recommitted  to 
said  Committee. 

For  the  Committee, 

Clinton  Viles,  Chairman. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 
stables. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  siables,  by  Hannah  Mullen,  on 
Lexington  avenue,  near  Washingto  i  street,  Ward 
25;  G-  orge  W.  Wi there  1,  on  Woodbine  street, 
Ward  21,  Severally  accepted. 
market. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  recommending  the  ap- 
proval ol  the  transfer  of  lease  ol  stall  87,  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  from  Mary  M.  Nichols,  executrix,  of 
D.  L.  Nichols,  to  Henry  A.  Brown.  Accepted. 
WATER    PIPE    THROUGH    TILESTON  SCHOOL    YARD. 

Alderman  Slade  ottered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  I'ublic  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
grant  B.  H.  Gates  the  right  to  lay  a  water  pipe 
through  the  yard  off  of  the  Tileston  Schoolhouse 
to  his  premises,  provided  he  furnishes  the  city  a 
written  agreement  satisfactory  to  the  Ciiy  Solic- 
itor assuming  all  claims  for  damages  or  by  other 
causes  that  may  occur  in  consequence  of  the 
granting  of  said  privilege,  and  siilvjei  ting  himself 
to  remove  said  pipe  from  the  premises  upon  ten 
days'  notice.    Passed.    Sent  dowi  . 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Order  to  tstablish  the  revised  grade  of  Sumner 
street,  East  Boston,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  pro- 
file drawn  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Surveyor, 
dated  July  20,  1880,  and  deposited  iu  the  office 
of  the  Ci:y  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

South  Boat  on  Railroad. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  number  of  cars 
which  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  now 
runs  in  the  city  proper  by  authority  of  the  order 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Dec.  26,  1878, 
said  company  is  hereby  authorized  to  run  ten  cars 
per  hour  from  South  Boston;  said  cars  to  enter 
upon  Washington  street  at  Beach  street,  and  to 
run  northerly  on  said  street  to  Summer  street, 
thence  to  return  to  South  Boston  via  Summer, 
Cbauncy,  Beach  and  Federal  streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany be  authorized  to  run  twenty-two  cars  per 
hour  from  South  Boston  to  Park  square,  city 
proper,  over  its  Dover  street  route. 

Order  passed. 
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telephone  Locations. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
American  Bell  telephone  Company  to  erect  poles 
on  several  of  the  streets  in  West  Roxbury,  as  fol- 
lows, viz.:  One  pole  on  Green  street,  corner  of 
Bo\lston  street;  eleven  poles  on  Call  street,  be- 
tween Jamaica  Plain  Station  and  Keyes  street; 
nine  poles  on  Ke\es  street,  between  Call  and  South 
streets;  seven  poles  on  Centre  street,  between 
Seavems  avenue  and  South  street;  twenty-two 
poles  on  South  street,  between  Centre  street  and 
Walk  Hill  street;  six  poles  on  Walk  Hill  street, 
between  South  street  and  Hyde  Park  avenue;  one 
pole  on  Washington  street,  at  Forest  Hills  Station, 
and  fifty-eight  poles  on  Hyde  Park  avenue,  be- 
tween Walk  Hill  street  and  Hyde  Park  line.  Said 
poles  to  be  placed  on  said  streets  in  the  positions 
nesignated  by  red  circ'es  on  plans  drawn  by  Clar- 
ence A.  Perkins,  Surveyor,  datt  d  Nov.  24,  1880, 
and  deposited  in  the  ofhce  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Stieets. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  said 
American  Be  1  Telephone  Company  shall  first  give 
to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing,  savintr  harm- 
less said  city  against  ai:v  and  all  z,lii:ns  for  dam 
ages,  costs  or  expenses,  for  or  on  account  of  or  in 
any  way  growing  out  ol  the  erecting  or  maintain- 
ing of  said  poles  on  said  stieets. 

AI>o  upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be 
kept  well  painted  and  in  good  condition  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
and  that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles 
not  less  than  twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground, 
and  that  the  name  of  said  company  shall  lie  dis- 
tinctly painted  on  the  cross  bars  used  and  occu- 
pied by  said  company  on  said  poles. 

Also  upon  coiiduion  that  said  company  shall 
allow  the  Fire  Department  of  this  city  the  exclu- 
sive use  of  the  top  cross-bar  and  upper  portion  of 
each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires  there- 
on, and,  if  required  by  said  Fiie  Department, 
shall  remove  such  poles  as  may  be  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  said  department  on  the  above- 
described  streets,  and  place  wires  for  said  depart- 
ment on  the  poles  of  said  company  without  ex- 
pense to  the  city  of  Boston. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
agree  not  to  remove  the  poles  located  by  this 
order  without  permission  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  shall  agree  to  remove  said  poles  when 
so  directed  by  said  Board. 

Passed. 

Metropolitan  Railroad. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  tor  leave  to  lay  curved  tiacks  on  Dudley 
street,  respect! nily  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

F\  r  the  committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  three  curved  tracks  in  Dudley 
street,  to  connect  the  double  tracks  on  said  street 
with  the  new  carhouse  of  said  company  on   the 


easterly  side  of  said  street.  The  right  to  lay 
down  the  Hacks  located  by  this  order  is  upon 
condition  that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down 
said  tiacks  and  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used  shall 
be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  saiislaction  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Stretts,  and  shall  be  approved  by  then. ;  also, 
upon  condition  that,  the  space  between  the  rails 
and  the  space  between  the  tracks  on  said  street 
shall  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks  to  the 
satistaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets; 
also,  upon  condition  that  said  Aletiopolitan  Kail- 
road  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location, 
and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall  file  said 
acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk 
within  thirty  daysol  the  date  of  this  order;  other- 
wise it  -hall  be  null  and  void. 
Order  passed. 

COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Cju>  ty  Accounts: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  here- 
tofore allowed,  the  Register  of  Deeds  be  author- 
ized, wiih  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on 
County  Accouiits,  to  expend  the  sum  of  §1000  for 
printing,  i  dexing  and  distributing  the  first  vol- 
ume of  Suffolk  Deeds;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  lor  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Index  Commission- 
ers be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  expend  a 
stun  nor,  exceeding  §2800  in  the  preparation  of 
the  classified  and  descriptive  indexes  of  the  Suf- 
folk Deeds  for  the  year  1880,  including  attach- 
ments and  mechanics'  liens,  and  also  an  index  of 
the  sales  of  real  estate  for  unpaid  taxes,  or  for 
sewerage,  betterment  and  other  assessments,  and 
of  the  plans  filed  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  in 
1880;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Pasued. 

CITY  POINT  PARK. 

Alderman  Flynn  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  to  appropriate  S110,000  for  purchase  of 
land  for  City  Point  park  (City  Doc.  111). 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  hope  the  Alderman  will 
not  press  that  motion  thi<  afternoon.  When  that 
quesuon  comes  up  1  wi.-h  to  vote,  under.-tanding- 
ly.  1  have  never  had  an  opportunity  to  visit  the 
premises,  and  do  not  know  how  it  is  situated. 
When  I  vote  1  wish  to  vote  uuderstandingly.  I 
hope  he  will  not  press  it. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
after  the  statement  made  by  the  Alderman.  Hut 
of  course  it  is  well  known  mat  every  Alderman 
here  i- familiar  with  the  location,  except  Alder- 
man Caldwell,  and  I  suppo-e  they  are  as  ready  to 
Vote  on  the  quel  tion  now  as  they  will  be  ar.'any 
time.  The  people  of  South  Boston  are  vt  ry  desir- 
c  us  that  this  niaiter  should  be  brought  to  a  'lead 
and  settled  by  this  Board,  whether  they  will  con- 
cur with  the  council  and  appropriate  this  money. 
I  will  not  press  it  this  afternoon,  but  give  notice 
that  I  will  call  it  up  next  Monday. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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COMMON     COUNCIL, 

§tambtx  8,  1880, 


ON    THE 


DEATH  OF  GEORGE  T.  PERKINS. 


DEATH  OF  COUNCILMAN  GEOKGE  T,  PERKINS. 


COMMON    COUNCIL,  i 

Wednesday,  Dec.  8,  18SO.  J 

Special  meeting  at  12  M.,  called  by  the  Mayor, 
The  President  read  the  following: 

Matoe's  Office,  Dec.  T,  1880. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Common 
Council:  Gentlemen— It  becomes  my  duty  to  offi- 
cially announce  to  you  the  sudden  death,  this 
morning,  of  George  T.  Perkins,  a  member  of 
your  body  from  Ward  IT. 

I  hare  accordingly  called  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Common  Council  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon 
Wednesday,  Dec.  8.  in  order  that  you  may  hare 
an  opportunity  of  taking  appropriate  action  in 
recognition  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  city  in 
the  death  of  your  honored  associate. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  O.  Pbesce,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— Mr.  President,  the  sad 
duty  devolves  on  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  loss  we  have  met  with  by  the  de- 
cease of  our  late  associate,  Dr.  George  T.  Per- 
kins of  Ward  17.  Last  Thursday  evening 
many  of  us  first  heard  of  the  fact  that 
Dr.  Perkins  had  fallen  on  the  ice  and 
injured  his  spine.  I  took  the  first  opportunity  to 
call  at  his  house  on  Friday  morning  last  and 
found  that  his  injury,  though  painful  and  serious, 
was  not  thought  to  be  necessarily  fatal,  and  that 
he  had  recovered  strength  sufficiently  to  be 
moved  in  his  bed.  I  am  informed  that  he  sat  up 
on  Friday  and  the  following  days  and  was  able 
and  glad  to  see  his  intimate  friends. 

On  Sunday  he  did  not  feel  quite  so  well,  but  on 
Monday  his  condition  seemed  much  more  favora- 
ble. But  during  the  night  a  change  came  over 
him,  and  at  three  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning, 
alter  a  few  spasms,  he  quietly  passed  away.  It 
is  thought  that  his  death  was  painless,  and, 
though  conscious  to  the  last,  that  he 
did  not  realize  his  true  condition. 
Mr.  Presiaent,  his  chair  is  now  vacant!  The  bloom 
of  the  flowers  on  his  desk  is  a  fit  emblem  of  his 
ruddy  and  smiling  countenance.  There  is  but  one 
opinion  among  those  who  knew  him  as  to  his 
kind  -  hearted,  genial  disposition,  his  pleas- 
ing address,  and  his  conscientious  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. Those  who  have  served  with  him  on 
the  committees  on  Claims  and  City  Hospital  can 
testify  to  his  valuable  services  on  those  commit- 
tees. The  citizens  ot  the  ward  which  he  repre- 
sented would  have  been  glad  to  testify  their  ap- 
preciation of  his  services  as  such  representative 
by  a  cordial  renomination  and  reelection  in  the 
coming  municipal  election.  George  T.  Perkins 
was  born  in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  in  April,  1838.  He 
rec-  ived  his  medical  education   at   the   Harvard 


Medical  School.  So  qui-t  and  unostentatious  was 
his  manner  that  we  can  but  be  surprised  to  learn 
the  important  and  varied  offices  he  has  held. 
For  many  years  he  had  been  greatly  interested  in 
the  militia,  was  highly  esteemed  by  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral Dale  and  Governor  Andrew,  and  when  the 
war  broke  out  went  on  the  medical  staff  of  the 
Twenty-second  Regimsnt,  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, Colonel  Wilson;  was  subsequently  commis- 
sioned assistant  surgeon  and  surgeon;  served  as 
surgeon  ef  the  Thirty-second  Regiment  and 
of  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment,  and  ranked 
as  one  of  the  best  surgeons  —  although 
a  young  man  —  in  the  Army  ot  the  Potomac, 
for  a  long  time  being  the  medical  director 
of  the  division  in  the  Fifth  Corps  to  which  Sykes's 
regulars  were  attached.  After  the  war  he  was 
surgeon  of  the  First  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  and  was 
an  honorary  member  ^and  attached  to  the  staff) 
of  the  Roxbury  City  Guard.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  rust  113,  G.  A.  R.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Xewton  (a  number  of  years  since)  he 
joined  the  Masonic  Order,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  a  member  of  Tremont  Lodge,  No.  15, 
1.  0.  O.  F.,  State  Medical  Examiner  of  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  Medical  Director  of  the  New 
England  Mutual  Aid  Society  and  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Managers,  Past  Regent  of  Trimoun- 
tain  Council  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  member  of 
Sumner  Lodge,  Knights  of  Honor,  Medical  Ex- 
aminer and  honorary  member  of  the  Commercial 
Travellers'  Association,  a  member  of  the  United 
Order  of  Workingmen,  a  member  of  the  Old 
Guard  Association,  composed  of  past  and  present 
officers  of  the  militia,  Twenty-second  Regiment 
Association,  member  of  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  etc.  For  two  years  he  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  17,  and 
had  served  creditably  npon  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  City  Hospital,  etc. 
Before  taking  my  seat,  I  wish  to  bear  personal 
testimony  to  the  worth  of  my  late  colleague, 
gathered  from  an  experience  with  him  as  a  fellow 
citizen,  a  member  of  the  Ward  Committee  for 
several  years,  and  as  a  member  of  this  Council 
during  the  past  year.  I  can  truly  say  that  I  have 
ever  found  him  an  earnest  worker,  and  a  man  of 
good  judgment  and  honest  convictions  on  all  oc- 
casions. I  now  offer,  Mr.  President,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  by  the  sudden  decease  of  onr 
associate,  George  T.  Perkins,  we  lose  a  genial 
friend  and  a  much-respected  companion;  that  the 
city  of  Boston  loses  the  valuable  services  of  a 
conscientious  and  energetic  servant,  and  that  we 
deeply  sympathize  with  bis  family  in  their  loss  of 
the  ever-cheerful  presence  of  a  kind  father  an 
an  esteemed  adviser. 

Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  be  repre- 
sented by  a  committee  at  the  funeral  services  of 
our  late  associate. 


Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  IT— In  rising,  JCr.  Presi- 
dent, to  second  these  resolutions,  I  do  what  I 

suppose  is  performing  an  offici.il  duty,  Bat,  sir,  if 
that  was  all  that  actuated  men.  I  think  I  sh :  '.'■  - 
decline  to  do  so,  as  I  do  not  much,  believe  in  such. 
display.  But  I  rise  to  testify  not  only  to  what 
baa  been  embraced  in  the  resolutions,  but  to  ex- 
press my  personal  regard  for  the  man.  acquired 
during  cur  shoot  a.:  ouaiu tame  I  mi  nit  have 
the  honor  of  his  acquaintance  until  our 
entrance  into  this  chamber  two  years  ag  it  I 

am  proud  to  say  that  with  every  day  since  our 
acquaintance  began,  my  respect  and  regard  for 
bim  have  strengthened.  I  think  that  is  all  whicfc 
need  be  said  by  one  friend  of  another.  5-3  long 
as  their  friendship  is  growing  stronger,  tha:  is 
the  strongest  testimony  we  can  bear  toward 
those  who  nave  passed  away.  Though  some  ques  - 
tions  have  come  before  the  Couu::  it  uwumuwe 
have  differed,  I  think  there  has  been  lo  difference 
between  us  in  regard  to  thep.Luoiples  to  which  we 
were  both  devoted.  There  are  others  here,  Mr. 
President,  who  have  had  more  business  transac- 
tions with  my  colleague  than  I  have.  I  have  no: 
had  the  honor  of  being  on  any  committees  wito. 
him  and  wili  leave  it  to  his  ass  nates  to  speak 
of  him  in  that  connection.  I  most  nearti.y  second 
the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Swift  of  'Ward  S — I  feel  I  ought  to  say  a 
few  words,  as  a  member  of  the  Commit" ee  on 
Claims.  Twice  within  this  year  that  committee 
has  been  visited  by  death.     In  both  cases  the 

loss  has  been  great  to  the  service  of  the  city 
and  personally  to  the  members.  I  regard  my 
association  with  Dr.  PerKins  upon  the  Committee 

on  Cairns  as  one  of  my  most  pleasant  experi- 
ences since  I  have  been  connected  with  tie 
City  Government.  He  was  a  very  useful  member 
of  the  committee.  In  the  many  accident  cases 
that  tame  bef ore  us  its  professional  knowledge 
was  exceedingly  valuable.  On  ail  questions  which 
we  were  called  npon  to  decide,  he  showed  sound 
;i  ument  and  a  great  sense  of  justice.  I  think 
every  member  of  the  committee  feels  a  sorrow 
am  a  sense  of  p-ers  turn  .  oss  that  j  urusial  in  the 
:ase  :  one  with  whom  we  have  teen  connected 
merely  in  an  official  capacity.  Dr.  PeTkins  had 
not  only  a  clear  head,  but  a  kind  heart,  and  1  re- 
lieve he  bore  malice  to  no  tinman  being.  Of  him 
it  may  be  truly  said,  "ISbne  knew  him  but  to  love 
him.  nine  named  him  but  to  praise." 

Mr.  Blakemore  of  Ward  23 — 1  hardly  dare  t :  i  - 1 
myself  to  speak  at  this  rime.    This  sodden  blow 

which  has  fallen  oicon  us  a.i  ha.-  :  me  very  near 
my  heart,  for  Dr.  Perkins  —as  :uy  frteni  ani  1 
have  not  recovered  from  the  sh  k  lusei  by  his 
sudden  departure.  Surely,  our  ,;te  is  a  mystery 
its  meaning  and  its  inner  purp  ses  are  oast  our 
comprehension;  but  although  so  mysterious,  so 
apparently  moongruocs  an  i  opposed  to  E'ivine 
I'-ve  and  wisdom.  1  believe  th-re  i-  a  rime  very 
near  to  us  all  v;;i  ai.  tie  mystery  •=-...  re  s-.Tro, 
and  there  will  be  revealed  to  as  all  the  plan,  and 
we  shall  see  it  is  symmetrical  and  perfect  and 
full  of  love.  Sow  we  are  in  darkness,  only  re- 
lieved by  the  light  of  revelation.  Our  frier  1  n- 
passed  out  of  this  darkness  into  tie  light  1 
first  met  Dr.  Per  ,m'  or      Prev.  ;is 


to  meeting  him  here  ~e  oil  m-rua.  friends  ant 
no  formal  mtrod~rj£&o&  was  needed;  we  intro- 
dnced  o-orselres,  and  for  one  year  I  sat  by  us 
sue.  SO"0n  after  meeting  mm  I  oe  i ame  m  re  in- 
timate.y  aioiamtei  ~\~.l  h.m  an  i  a  _  famm  am 
I  had  learned  to  respect  and  love  him.  I  know 
ion  to  lave  been  a  tin-o  eit.  _s  represeutar-ve 
a  frrm  friend  and  an  affectiinate  hu-oaio  ^n 
lather.  I  cannot  bear  to  speak  or  b-f*  family  re- 
lations, so  rudely  severed.  He  was  so  muth  ani 
so  woriuiiy  loved,  no  poor  words  of  m.ie  ia.n  ice- 
quately  express  the  loss  w»  nave  s.sia.neo  Tin 
all  knew  and  respected  Dr.  Perkins.  He  was 
tie  friend  of  every  memier  i:  rui_.  Ccunoio.  al- 
ways at  his  post,  faithful  on  the  cms  i  targe  .  i  iTery 
luty.  He  was  a  model  representative.  Let  us 
cherish  his  memory  in  .  or  hearts  am  _o_tate  his 
vdrtn.es  in  our  lives. 


Mir.   Sibley  of  Ward   : — iwo 
rave   p assed    a^iy    th i s   y  ear 


.:    our   men    ers 
.or      tie:    year 

ither  members   passed  away     'Tr-eorge  r.  Perkins 

heart       It   sprang   ft  m    the    tact    tnat   he   was 
well   informed.      He  was  too  much  of  a   man 

peop.e    are    ;  instant. y    fmmg    into        1     agree 
with    every    win     in     tuose    resolutions,    and 

ha—lmg   had   n.    a .  .  la.ntan :-.    worn    l;     Perkins 

1  tan  au a  my  testim    ny  to  everyming  in   me   res- 
olutions and  to  what  has  been  said   cy   members 


bers  if  this  .oitii  have  lost  a  friend 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10 — I  cannot  refrain  from 
adding  me  word  in  testimony  .:  the  aoor-'  a- 
not  I  tore  to  the  decease!  My  ass . -t.att  n  ~-utoh 
him  on  the  Committee  o  a  ms  n,  oeen  if 
very  short  cur  anor  out '.  ng  encugn  t  . -i_i  - c- 
many  amiable  qualities  of  Dr.  Perkins.  Kt»  pro- 
i  ess  tonal  knowledge  rendered  his  servi.es  :iTt... 
ao.e  Bo  th-  o it y  In  its  exercise  he  was  entirely 
free  from  display,  and  in  t^~»  treatment  of  profes- 
sional brethren  who  appeared  before  the  commit- 
tee he  was  most  charitable  and  generous:  in  his 
treatment  :t  tie  suferers  ce  -~a.  m  -t  tatoent 
ani  generous  He -a-  a  :e: o-nai  :  n.:i  ::■ 
:  ell e  n  t ;  ui gm e l  i  ana  teor.-es  in  e x : : rs s i n g  n i s 
toinitn  I  tunk  tnat  oe:_ac-  :ne  .in.smist 
conspicuous  and  nocie  traits  was  his  cheerful- 
uess  The  expression  is  :li  out  i  snail  re  par- 
domed  for  saying  that  his  presence  was  a  benedic- 
tion. We  were  giad  to  nave  nu  - .  r  n  as,  and  we 
sim.1.  miss  mm.  1  tee  a  st:  n;  Sense  :  grie:  it 
his  loss,  and  believe  that  all  the  eulogies  pro- 
nounced upon  him  are  sincere. 

Mr  "■'....  am  s  ■  -  Ward  11— -1  w.-h  a-:  t  ear 
my  te-tim  ny  ::  n.  rie.ty  am  —  rti  :  r_- 
late  Dr.  Perkins.  I  am  sure  no  cue  who  knew 
him  here  would  fail  to  appreciate  his  faithful 
attention  to  duty,  conseientioasness  and  skili. 
Here  in  city  matters  he  was  always  ready  and 
willing  to  help.  Those  who  knew  him  during  bis 
service  in  the  army  appreciate  his  attention  to 
duty  and  his  skill.    I  think  we  all  win  join  in 


sympathy  tor  his  family,  and  sorrow  at  the  loss 
of  a  warm-hearted  friend. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — I  indorse  the  senti- 
ments of  the  resolutions.  Dr.  Perkins  was  dear 
to  all  who  knew  him.  I  did  not  have  the  pleasure 
of  serving  upon  any  committee  with  him,  but  I  feel 
quite  sure  the  City  Council  loses  a  valuable  mem- 
ber and  the  city  a  safe  councillor.  His  death  has 
come  upon  me  so  suddenly  that  I  am  not  piepared 
to  say  much.  From  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I 
pity  his  family  who  are  bereft  of  the  dearest  tie 
on  earth.  He  has  pone  from  us,  but  will  never  be 
forgotten. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— Twice  has  the  swift 
arrow  of  death  invaded  our  ranks  this  year,  and 
twice  has  it  pierced  the  shining  gold.  When  our 
associate  Mr.  Healy  was  so  suddenly  taken  from 
us,  eloquent  words  were  said  here  and  strong 
feelings  expressed.  But  I  am  sure  that  equally 
strong  feelings  were  unexpressed.  It  is  now  no 
time  for  a  full  expression,  and  many  of  us  will  be 
glad  to  bear  our  silent  testimony  to  the  worth 
and  fidelity  cf  our  just  departed  associate.  But 
I  think  there  is  something  more  tor  us  in  this 
incident  than  sympathy  with  his  family  and  his 
friends;  something  more  than  a  sense  of  personal 
bereavement  in  his  loss,  on  our  part;  something 
more  than  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  loss  to 
the  city  of  so  wise  an  officer.  We  are  all  clothed 
upon  with  mortal  vestments:  at  some  near  end 
we  shall  all  find  the  earth  our  raiment.  We 
are  environed  with  perils  of  accident;  and 
when  these  associates  of  ours  are  struck  down 
in  the  prime  and  bloom  and  strength  of  life, 
as  they  have  been  this  year,  we  can- 
not help  asking  ourselves  the  question,  whose 
turn  will  it  be  next?  Mr.  President,  I  think  we 
have  occasion  to  mind  the  solemn  and  impress- 
ive lesson.  I  think  that  hereafter,  when  we  grasp 
our  comrades'  hands,  it  will  be  with  a  warmer 
pressure;  that  we  shall  cherish  a  stronger  frater- 
nity, a  stronger  and  more  sympathetic  feeling; 
that  we  shall  remember  it  is  while  we  are  living 
and  associating  together  which  is  the  best  time 
to  show  kindly  affection  towards  each  other.  It 
will  be  well  for  us  to  bear  in  mind  the  uncertainty 
of  life.  It  will  be  well  if  these  solemn  occasions, 
coming  in,  as  they  do,  upon  the  fretful  and 
wearying  and  often  hurried  and  distracting  busi- 
ness that  is  transacted  in  this  chamber,  and  which 
occupies  our  thoughts  to  such  exclusive  extent 
during  our  period  of  service  here, — if  we  make 
this  an  occasion  for  some  reflection ;  it  we  profit  by 
these  lessons  and  endeavor  to  so  live  and  so  con- 
duct ourselves  that  if  it  snould  be  our  turn  next, 
or  whenever  it  be  our  turn,  it  may  be  said  of  us, 


as  it  is  so  truly  said  of  our  late  associate.  Dr. 
Perkins,  that  he  has  left  behind  an  honorable 
record  as  a  heritage  for  his  children,  and  a  career 
without  reproach  in  the  annals  of  his  city. 

The  President— Before  requesting  a  vote  I  de- 
sire to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  qualities 
of  Dr.  Perkins  as  a  friend,  citizen  and  Council- 
man. He  was  a  warm,  cheerful  and  dear  friend. 
He  was  a  liberal  and  upright  citizen,  generous  in 
his  sympathies,  broad  in  his  views,  interested 
in  the  poor  and  unfortunate  of  our  city,  liberal  in 
his  charities,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  fire- 
men, policemen  and  members  of  the  militia  of  our 
city;  one  in  favor  of  honesty  and  economy  in  city 
matters,  and  at  the  same  time  not  narrow-minded 
in  his  votes  or  acts.  As  a  member  of 
this  Council,  we  recognized  his  faithfulness, 
his  constant  attendance  at  the  sessions,  his  un- 
willingness that  any  unnecessary  delay  should  oc- 
cur in  the  transaction  of  business,  and  at 
the  same  time  his  unwillingness  that  any 
vote  should  be  taken  that  would  abridge  the 
privilege  of  a  free  and  fair  debate.  As  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  City  Hos- 
pital and  Claims,  I  know  of  what 
worth  to  the  city  have  been  his  services.  I  trust, 
fellow  members,  that  if  we  are  called  as  suddenly 
as  he,  we  may  be  able  to  answer  with  equal  truth, 
"Ready,"  to  the  grim  summons. 

The  resolves  were  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
Read  a  second  time  and  passed  unanimously  by  a 
rising  vote. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  17  offered  an  order— That 
in  respect  to  the  memory  of  our  late  associate, 
George  T.  Perkins,  the  City  Messenger  be  directed 
to  cause  flowers  to  be  placed  upon  the  desk  of  the 
deceased  until  the  close  of  the  present  municipal 
year;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common 
Council.    Passed. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  offered  an  order— That 
the  President  and  five  members  of  the  Common 
Council  be  appointed  to  represent  this  body 
at  the  funeral  of  our  late  fellow  member,  George 
T.  Perkins  of  Ward  17;  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  tr.e  Contingent  Fund  of  the 
Common  Council.  Passed,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Child  of  Ward 
17,  Morrison  of  Ward  17,  Sawyer  of  Ward  18, 
Swift  of  Ward  9,  and  Hosley  of  Ward  15  on  said 
committee. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    9,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey 
N.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDEEHES. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  (no  action  necessary)  on  the  petition  of 
Catharine  Murphy,  to  be  heard  in  relation  to  the 
cieath  of  her  son,  who  was  killed  by  a  steam  tire 
engine  in  North  Bennet  street.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters,  of  the  notice  from  the  town  of 
Framinghain,  of  irs  intention  to  apply  to  the 
Legislature  for  leave  to  take  water  from  Farm 
Pond  or  Sudbury  River,  with  instructions  to  op- 
pose the  granting  of  such  privilege.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  abate  a  tax  of  $53.76  on 
Asa  Wilbur  and  Joseph  Story.  Order  passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  granting  leave  to  B.  H.  Gates  to  lay  a  wa- 
ter pipe  through  the  yard  ot  the  Tileston  school- 
house,  on  the  conditions  set  forth  in  said  order. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  for 
an  act  to  give  the  ciiy  authority  to  take  land  for 
the  extension  of  the  high-service  water-supply 
system.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  new  draft  of  an  order  to  set  apart 
for  the  use  of  the  City  Hospital  a  parcel  of  land 
bounded  by  Harrison  avenue,  East  Springfield 
street,  Albany  street  and  East  Chester  park  (about 
60,172  square  feet).  Ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  t.  en  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Freeman  of  Ward  10. 

AUDITOR'S  EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  Dec.  1  was  received 
and  sent  up. 

CHARLES  RIVER  FLATS. 

Notice  of  the  proposed  improvement  of  the 
Cambridge  flats  in  Charles  River  Basin,  by  Isaac 
Pratt,  Jr.,  and  others,  and  of  hearing  thereon 
Dec.  16  at  12  M.,  was  received  from  the  Harbor 
Commissioners.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Harbor.    Sent  up. 

FIRES  FOR  NOVEMBER. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  of  the 
number  and  character  of  the  fires  and  alarms 
during  the  month  of  November,  1880, was  received 
and  sent  up. 

PARK  DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  were  received: 

Betterments  on  State  Lands. 

Park  Department,  ) 

Boston,  Dec.  8, 1880.     J 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston — Whereas  by  section  7  of  chapter  185  of 
the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  1875,  "Any  real  estate  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  which  in  the  opinion  of  said 
hoard  shall  receive  any  benefit  and  advantage 
from  the  locating  and  laying  out  of  a  park  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  beyond  the  general 
arl vantages  to  all  teal  estate  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, may,  after  like  notice  to  all  parties  inter- 
ested, as  is  provided  by  law,  to  be  given  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Boston  in 
cases  of  laying  out  streets  in  said  city,  be  assessed 
by  said  board  for  a  proportional  share  of  the  ex- 
pense of  such  location  and  laying  out;  provided, 
that  the  entire  amount  so  assessed  upon  any 
estate  shall  not  exceed  one-half  of  the  amount 
which  said  board  shall  adjudge  to  be  the  whole 
benefit  received  by  it,"  and,  whereas,  by  the 
above  authority  betterments  were  assessed  upon 
several  parcels  of  land  belonging  to  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  amounting  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  dollars,  which  assessment  has  not  been 
paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  this 
board  would  respectfully  request  the  City  Council 
to  authorize  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  an  act  of  relief  in  the  premises. 

For  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 

C.  H.  Dalton,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Parks,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9. 


Taxing  Horse  Railroads  for  Parks. 

Park  Department,  ) 

Boston,  Dec.  8, 1880.     J 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston — The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
having  received  the  following  order — 

"In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Nov,  29, 1880. 

"Ordered— That  the  Park  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  several  railroad  corpo- 
rations that  would  be  interested  in  conveying 
passengers  to  the  proposed  South  Boston  and 
West  Roxbury  parks,  and  ascertain  what,  if  any, 
proportion  of  their  receipts  said  corporations  will 
contribute  towards  the  establishment  and  main 
tenance  of  said  parks;  and  that  said  Commis- 
sioners be  requested  to  report  on  or  before  Dec. 
9th  it  practicable"— 

begs  leave  to  report  that  the  question  suggested 
by  the  order  was  communicated  to  the  presidents 
of  the  several  railroad  coiporations  interested, 
and  two  meetings  have  been  held  at  which  they 
were  requested  to  be  present,  but,  owing  proba- 
bly to  the  short  notice,  which  was  all  that  could 
be  given  in  the  limited  time  allowed  by  the  order, 
only  Mr.  C.  A.  Richards,  president  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Crosby 
of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  appeared. 
Upon  consultation  they  agreed  to  lay  the  matter 
before  their  directors,  though  being  ot  opinion 
that  it  might  require  action  by  their  stockhold- 
ers, but  at  this  time  nothing  has  been  received 
from  them. 

The  only  other  reply  the  Commissi  mers  have  is 
from  Mr.  Henry  A.  Whitney,  president  of  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Corporation.  He 
says  that  before  making  reply  to  the  suggestion 
of  what,  if  any,  proportion  of  the  receipts  of  the 
corporation  they  would  contribute  towards  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  the  parks 
mentioned,  it  is  quite  probable  the  question 
would  have  to  be  referred  to  the  stockholders  of 
the  corporation,  but  that  it  might  be  legitimate 
for  the  directors  to  furnish  special  trains  at  a  low 
price  tor  the  benefit  of  the  public  seeking  the 
park.  The  board  will  inform  the  Council  when 
other  replies  are  received. 

The  only  instance  known  to  the  Commissioners 
where  a  portion  of  the  receipts  of  railway  com- 
panies has  been  available  for  purposes  similar  to 
the  above  is  that  of  the  street  passenger  railways 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  The  Baltimore  City  Pas- 
senger Railway  Company  was  by  its  charter  re- 
quired to  pay  to  the  City  Registrar  one-fifth  of  its 
gross  receipts  for  park  purposes,  and,  moreover, 
by  act  of  the  Geueral  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
authorized  and  empowered  to  charge  and  collect 
six  cents  from  each  passenger  passing  from  any 
part  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  to  any  other  part, 
with  a  charge  for  transfer  tickets  of  four  cents. 
Subsequently,  in  1874,  by  ordinance  of  the  city, 
this  requirement  was  reduced  to  twelve  per  cent., 
and  extended  to  all  the  passenger  railways  in  the 
city. 

The  average  annual  revenue  derived  by  the 
parks  from  this  source  is  now  about  $90,000,  and 
is  applied  to  the  interest  on  the  Park  debt,  the 
sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  same,  and 
for  the  improvement  and  maintenance  of  the 
parks;  the  portion  applicable  to  the  latter  purpose 
being  about  $40,000. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  H.  Dalton, 
Chairman. 

Since  writing  the  above  we  have  received  a 
communication  from  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed: 

[COPY.] 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Park  Commission- 
ers for  the  City  of  Boston:  Gentlemen— In  accord- 
ance with  a  request  made  by  your  honorable 
Board  that  this  company  would  consider  what 
portion  of  our  receipts  we  should  be  willing  to 
donate  to  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  maintenance 
of  public  parks,  I  would  most  respectfully  inform 
you  that,  after  consultation  with  the  directors  of 
this  company,  they  have  instructed  me  to  answer 
your  communication  as  follows: 

First— They  feel  that  they  have  no  legal  right  to 
divert  any  portion  of  the  receipts  of  this  compa- 
ny for  any  such  purpose  without  a  vote  of  the 
stockholders. 

Second— That  the  early  period  at  which  you 
require  an  answer  to  your  communication  does 
not  permit  them  to  bring  the  subject  before  the 
stockholders. 

Third— They  would  most  respectfully  inform 
your  honorable  Board  that  the  regular  annual 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  this  company  will 
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be  called  in  January,  and  if  you  desire  it,  and 
will  express  such  a  request  by  a  further  commu- 
nication to  this  company,  they  will,  at  the  said 
annual   meeting,  bring    the   matter    before    the 
stockholders  for  their  consideration. 
Respectfully  yours, 
The  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company, 
By  C.  A.  Richards, 

President. 
Boston,  December  9,  1880. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Parks,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Parkman. 
Severally  sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  Thomas 
Wigglesworth  and  Henry  S.  Grew,  executors  un- 
der the  will  of  Edward  Wigglesworth,  for  repay- 
ment of  taxes  illegally  assessed.  Referred  to 
committee  on  Assessors''  Department.   Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  N.  S. 
Wilbur,  for  leave  to  remove  to  a  part  of  the  land 
about  to  be  transferred  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital,  formerly  owned  by  him  and  sur- 
rendered to  the  city,  the  foundation  and  a  tem- 
porary wooden  building  of  his  that  stands  there. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Sent  up. 

By  the  President— Harttoru  &  Co.  and  others, 
for  leave  to  erect  certain  wooden  buildings.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.     Sent  up. 

Petitions  against  Public  Parks. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— I  desire  to  present  these 
petitions  in  relation  to  parks  and  ask  that  they 
be  printed  as  a  part  of  the  minutes  of  this  Coun- 
cil and  put  with  the  papers  belonging  to  the  West 
Roxbury  parKS. 

Mr.  Wnit.more  of  Ward  12— [  would  suggest  that 
they  be  read  by  their  title  and  considered  at  the 
same  time  thequestiou  of  parks  is  considere-J. 

The  President  read  the  petition: 

"To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and 
the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston — 
Your  petitioners,  citizens  and  taxpayers,  desire 
to  protest  against  the  appropriation  of  any 
money  for  the  purchase  of  land  for  park  purposes 
so  long  as  our  assessment  for  taxes  remains  at 
the  high  rate  it  now  is,  and  based,  as  we  believe, 
on  a  valuation  of  real  estate  very  largelv  in  ex- 
cess of  its  true  value;  believing  that,  upon  a  just 
and  true  valuation,  we  should  find  our  debt  above 
the  legal  limit;  not  wishing  to  say  we  are  opposed 
to  parks,  but  we  do  say  that  at  this  time  the  city 
should  not  incur  a  debt  for  anything  we  can  pos- 
sibly do  without. 

"Signed  by  William  Perkins,  and  38  others 
representing  sixty  millions." 

Also  petitions  like  the  above  signed  by  Lewis 
Brown  and  38  other  firms  in  the  dry-goods  and 
clothing  trade,  representing  ten  millions;  Plumer 
&  Co.  and  67  other  firms';in  the  flour  and  produce 
business;  Silas  Peirce  &  Co  and  23  other  firms, 
wholesale  grocers,  etc. ;  Martin,  Skinner  &  Fay, 
and  118  firms  in  the  shoe  and  leather  trade,  repre- 
senting twenty  millions. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4-1  suggested  that  it  be 
printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on   Parks. 

Mr.  Hart— My  only  idea  was  that  they  be  print- 
ed in  the  Transcript. 

The  President— It  will  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hart— I  desired  to  have  them  printed  in  the 
proceedings  and  sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Parks. 

Mr.  Briinecom  of  Ward  18  presented  a  petition 
like  the  above,  signed  by  Uriel  Crocker  and  sixty- 
two  others,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Parks. 

Mr.  Hosley  of  Ward  15  presented  a  like  petition 
from  George  L.  Lovett,  Lemuel  Clapp,  David  H. 
Geer  and  seventy-three  others,  which  received  a 
like  reference. 

Mr.  Dudley  of  Ward  4  presented  a  like  petition 
from  S.  D.  Sawin  and  thirty-eight  others  of  Ward 
4,  which  received  a  like  reference. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  presented  like  petitions 
from  Charles  Allen  and  four  others,  with  the 
words  "relation  to  valuation"  (all  between  "now 
is"  and  "not  wishing")  stricken  out;  also  one  like 
the  above  from  F.  A.  Brooks  and  fourteen  others. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Parks. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5  presented  a  petition  like 
those  presented  by  Mr.  Hart,  signed  by  Alonzo 
Rand  and  forty-nine  others  of  Ward  5.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Parks. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5  presented  a   like  petition 


signed  by  John  Mullet  and  thirty-six  others.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Parks. 

Severally  sent  up. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  would  ask  what  disposi- 
tion has  been  made  of  the  immense  petitions 
which  have  come  in  here  in  favor  of  parks? 

The  Presideut— Thev  are  on  file  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Common  Council. 

Following  are  the  names  signed  to  the  various 
petitions  as  above  presented: 

William  Perkins,  William  B.  Stevens,  Franklin 
H.  Story,  Geo.  Whitney,  Asa  P.  Potter,  R.  E.  Dem- 
mon,  Win.  H.  Hill,  A.  S.  Wheeler,  J.  M.  Sears,  T. 
H.  Perkins,  A.  T.  Lowe,  H.  P.  Kidder,  Walter  H. 
Sweet,  Charles  B.  Hall,  Robert  S.  Covell,  C.  J. 
Morrill,  John  Reed,  J.  W.  Converse,  Chas.  H. 
Parker,  Otis  Norcross,  Henry  A.  Rice,  D.  R.Whit- 
ney, James  L.  Little,  Win.  H.  Goodwin,  C.  J. 
Bishop,  Warren  B.  Potter,  Chas.  H.  Allen,  Joseph 
B.  Glover,  Albeit  Glover,  S.  T.  Snow,  John 
Revere,  John  P.  Spaulding,  Henry  R.  Reed, 
M.  D.  Spaulding,  Edward  I.  Browne,  Pe^ 
ter  T.  Homer,  Chester  Guild,  C.  H.  Joy. 

S.  D.  Sawin,  J.  T.  Reed,  John  Tibbets,  Joseph 
W.  Reed.  Geo.  F.  Shepard,  J.  J.  McCarthy,  Alex. 
Mann,  L.  W.  Chamberlin,  George  Otis  Wilev, 
Sam.  R.  Brintnall,  Joseph  H.  Cotton,  O.  H.  P. 
Smith,  A.  W.  Stover,  C.  D.  Garey,  E.  L.  Brooks,  C. 

B.  Goodrich,  Levi  G.  Dodge,  Rnfiis  Littlefield, 
Silas  W.  Braiey,  A.  M.  Blackmer,  S.  B.  Wiley,  Jr., 
Willard  nice,  Geo.  S.  Holt,  W.  P.  Hammond,  M. 
D.,   Chas.  E.  Daniels,   John  Turner,    W.   L.  Bond, 

C.  F.  Byam,   John  Lynch,   Horace  Couseus,   John 

A.  Rollins,  Joseph  A.  Bartlett,  Fred.  S.  Dudley, 
G.  A.  Adam-,  William  D.  Fur'  ush,  Wm.  A.  Byam, 
Geo.  H.  Lovering,  H.  j>T.  Avery,  Wm.  P.  Hall. 

Lewis,  Brown  &  Co.,  R.  C.  Greenleaf,  Jackson, 
Mandell  &  Daniell,  Fiedler,  Moeldner  &  Co., 
Brown,  Durrell  &  Co..  Isaac  Fenuo  &  Co.,  S.  T. 
Tucker  &  Co..  Moore,  Spaulding  &  Co.,  Shepard, 
Norwell  &  Co.,  R.  &  J.  Gilchrisr,  A.  S'luman  & 
Co.,  Farley,  Harvey  &  Co.,  Whittemore,  Cabot  & 
Co., Perry, Cook  &  Tower.  Ordway.Blodgett  &  Hid- 
den,March  Bros.,  Pierce  &  Co.,  Amos  A.Lawrence, 
Lawrence  &  Co.,  Hogg,  Brown  &  Taylor,  CI  a  flin, 
Larrabee  &  Co.,  Wright,  Bliss  &  Fabyan,  Morse, 
Shepard  &  Co  ,  Ezra  Farnsworth,  William  W. 
Loriug,  Frederick  T.  Hooper,  A.  J.  Adams,  W.  B. 
Adams,  Simon  Cohen,  F.  W.  Everett,  D.  W. 
Foster,  D.  G.  Ranney,  W.  F.  Matchett. 

Charles  Allen,  Charles  B.  Tram,  William 
Gaston,  S.  Bartlett,  Linus  M.  Child. 

John  Mullett,  William  Curry,  Joseph  W.Hobbs, 
Manuel  Fernandez,  Patrick  Denvir,  William 
Caban,  J.  A.  D.  Worcester,  H.  Whitman,  John  F. 
Ferguson,  Thos.  Cunningham,  Daniel  J.  Sullivan, 
Alfred  B.  Jenkins,  John  Gary,  Rufus  T.  Tav, 
Alex.  M.  Massie,  Thos.  H.  Haskell,  Chas.  W. 
Howland,  Wm. Chapman,  C.R.Lawrence,  J.  Frank 
Turner,  Nelson  Bartlett,  Geo.  H.  Washburn,  Ed. 
T.  Rand,  I.  E.  Brown,  G.  G.  Wheeler,  Johu  H. 
Sherburne,  Geo.  F.  Mullett,  Geo.  W.  Berry,  X. 
Leonard,  Silas  Davis,  Jr.,  T.  P.  Thompson,  M.  D. 
Greene,  D.  Crosby,  Jas.  F.  Southworth,  G.  E. 
Pollarn,  Pat'k  J.  Donovan,  C.T.  Mahoney,  Wm.  H. 
Long,  John  Marley,Wm.  J.  O'Xeil,  Geo. B. Thomas. 

F.  A.  Brooks,  Hutchius  &  Wheeler,  Joshua  D. 
Ball,  B.  F.  Brooks,  Robert  Codman,  Henry  A. 
Johnson, Oliver  Stevens,  F.J.  Daoey,  Chas.F.  Don- 
nellv,  John  A.Loring,  A.A.  Ranney,  H.  H.  Sprague, 
David  H.  Coolidge,   Robt.  D.  Smith,  J.  G.  Abbott. 

Alonzo  Rand,  H  H.  Chaudler,  Jasper  Stone,  Wm. 

B.  Moore,  Jesse  B.  Rideout,  John  Bryant,  J.  B. 
Barnard,  George  W.  Carr,  Cyrus  Flanders,  E.  A. 
Ramsey,  Fred  M.  Reed,  William  Denvir,  L.  S. 
Bradford,  Jas.  C.  Delaud,  C.  A.  Page,  John  Rea, 
Geo.  H.  Gammaus,Warreu  Gardner,  George  Poor, 
Geo.  H.  Grueby,  T.  S.  G.  Robinson,  James  Rea, 
M.  E.  Nichols,  H.  A.  Bradford,  Geo.  S.  Richards, 
James  Powars,  Charles  W.  Lyon,  Charles  West, 
Henry  W.  B.  Cotton,  A.  Waterman,  Wm.  T. 
Smith,  W.  F  Savage,  Horatio  Wellington,  Francis 
Childs,  Joseph  W.  Hill,  Thos.  F.  Lavelle,  Lewis 
Stiles,  J.  C.  A.  Robinson,  Wm.  R.  Priest,  J.  H. 
Willard,  Geo.  A.  Levy,  Chas.  Burchani,  Wm.  Mc- 
Nulty,  H.  S.  Wellington,  J.  H.  Cotton, 
Hen rv  W.  Bragg,  Isaac  S.  Foster,  E.  A. 
Lanikin,  G.  O.   Hull.  Edgar  B.  Moore. 

Plumer  &  Co.,  Faxon,  Williams  .X;  Faxon, Wright 
Bros.  &  James,  Joseph  Greeley,  G.  P  Upham  & 
Co.,  McPherson  &  Kendall,  Lane  &  Co.,  Wade, 
Bassett&  Co.,  Leonard  Town e,  Sands  Sc  Fernald, 
G.  W.  Roberts  &  Co.,  S.  G.  Bowdlear  &  Co..  Eus- 
tis  &  Darling,  H.  J.  Darling,  Wm.  May,  Francis 
Alden,  M.  s.  Aver  &  Co..  Read,  Hawkins  ,\;  Reed, 
M.  Chickering  &  'Jo.,  G.  W.  &  .1.  B.  Hagar,  Frank 
It.  Monks,  C.  E.  Bosworth,  W.  11.  McLellan.  Fran- 
cis Ireland,  James  Greeuough,  C.  F.  Austin  &  Co., 
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Cutting,  Winch  &  Co.,  E.  Williams  &  Co.,  Daniel 
D.  Mores,  Gilman,  Cteney  &  Co.,  Gardner,  Mur- 
phy &  Co.,  Blake  <S  Page,  Henry  C.  Tower,  F  M. 
Holmes,  Aver  &  Farwell,  Jno.  J.  Newcomb,  Win. 
S.  Hills,  Lord  &  Webster,  Nathan  Tufts,  Stephen 
M,  Grant,  C.  H.  Cu'mmirigs  &  Co.,  George  W. 
Wadsworth,  Blaney,  Brown  &  Co.,  Hosmer, 
Crampton  &  Hamruond,  Aldrieh  Hussey,  Frank 
W.  Low,  Powers,  Melvin  &  Co.,  Timothy  Baker, 
Chas.  B.  Edgerly,  B.  F.  Griggs,  C.  A.  Parsons, 
T.  D.  Hearhfield,  J.  E.  Bartlett,  H.  J.  Nazro,  Rob- 
inson &  Fellows,  J.  W.Osborn,  Crockett  Broth- 
ers, Geo.  R.  Nazro,  Richardson  &  Co.,  George  H. 
Dean,  W.  F.  Walker  &  Co.,  Kilby  Page,  John  C. 
Frye,  Gay  &  Bates,  Stewart,  Noyes  &  Co.,  Frank 
S.  Leavitt,  Chas.  A.  Littlefield,  Beza  Lincoln. 

Silas  Peirce  &  Co.,  Frank  O.  Dame  &  Co.,  Dole 
Bros.,  E.  H.  Atwood,  T.  L.  Mayo  &  Co.,  Thomas 
Dana  &  Co.,  Briggs  &  Shattuck,  Haskell  &  Ad- 
ams, P.  S.  Shelton  &  Co.,  Bovd,  Leeds  &  Co.,  J. 
Baker  &  Co.,  Morse  Bros.  &  Co.,  V.  B.  But.terfield, 
Graham  Train,  C.  &  J.  F.  Baker,  H.  &  R.  At- 
wood, Knight  &  Mclntire,  W.  F.  Robinson  &  Co., 
Geo.  B.  Spaulding  &  Co.,  O.  R.  Chase,  Edward 
D.  Chapin,  Albert  H.  Farnum,  Edward  A.  Kilham. 

S.  A.  Woods,  Joshua  D.  Howard,  Lemuel 
Clapp,  Wm.  C.  Clapp,  jSathaniel  C.  Decker, 
Horace  W.  Stickney,  18  Ward  street,  South  Bos- 
ton; Isaac  P.  Palmer,  53  F  street,  South  Boston; 
C.  W.  Walker,  27  Dexter  street,   South  Boston;  W. 

A.  Oates,  368  Dorchester  street;  J  J.  Nolen,  Dor- 
chester street;  Geo.  L.  Lovett,  394  Fourth  street; 
James  F.  Benjamin,  67  Preble  street,  Washington 
Village;  John  O'Connor,  1  Wendell  street;  W.  L. 
Lewis,  16  Preble  street;  Ch.  Kammerer,  579  Dor- 
chester avenue;  Geo.  W.  Park,  554  Dorchester 
avenue;  John  McCarthy,  76  Preble  street;  Mrs. 
Sullivan,  39  Ellery  street;  Mrs.  C.  Dooley,  344 
Dorchester  street;  George  Schellhammer,  42 
Roger  street;  David  H.  Geer,  24  Ellerv  street;  P. 
J.  Hayes,  39  Middle  street;  Chas.  H.  Ellis,  23 
Dexter  street;  James  Caroian,  35  Preble  street; 
Sebastian  Sommer,  4  Wendell  street;  Mrs.  Mc- 
Auhff,  16  Wendell  street;  Patk.  D.  Murphy,  51 
Preble  street;  Stephen  Chamberlin,2lPreble  street; 
Mich'l  Colbert,  South  Boston;  E.  G.  Pond,  South 
Boston;  Perez  Cushing,  F.  H.  Rowland,  Chas.  D. 
Parker,  T.  J.  Fenno,  J.  Casey,  220  and  222  Broad- 
way, South  Boston;  J.  O'Hara,  Kelly  &  Co.,  230 
Broadway,  South  Boston;  J.  C.  Tibbetts,  Elbridge 
H.  Grove'r,  South  Boston;  D.  S.  McAvoy,E.  Patch, 
J.  H.  Patterson,  South  Boston;  A.  Heckinger, 
South  Boston;  M.  Handy,  South  Boston;  N.  P. 
Washbun,  No.  333  Broadway,  South  Boston;  C.  S. 
Noyes,  Thomas  E.  Hill.  359  Broadway;  C.  F.  Lord, 
365  Broadway;  J  Henrv  F.  Langley,  South  Boston; 
M.  V.  Niles.  South  Boston;  D.  E.  Barry,  373 
Broadway;  Ignatius  Ennis,  Michael  Giltether, 
Ernst  Horinel,  Nicholas  Harlan,  Patrick  J.  Healy, 
Daniel  Klein,  M.  P  Carroll,  L.  C.  Appleton,  S. 
Halbritter,  Albert  Kmit,  Albert  Keiley,  Thomas 
McAlahon,  Alfred  Morand,  M.  D.,  153  West 
Seventh  sreet;  John  Ryan,  177  West  Sixth  street; 
John  Gaffney,  270  E  street;  E.  J.  Gorman, John 
H.Stokes,  114  D  street,  South  Boston;  William 
F.  Hyland,  D  street,  South  Boston;  Joseph 
J.  Howe,  B.  McDermott,  W.  N.  Smith, 
Ellen  T.  Fenton,  39  C  street;  David  E. 
Wemyss,  James  Devine,  Philip  Murphy. 

Martin,  Skinner  &  Fay,  Houghton,  Coohdge  & 
Co.,  Allen,  Field  &  Lawrence,  J.  M.  Jones  &  Co., 
Butler,  Dunn  &  Co.,  Thomas  E.  Proctor,  Freder- 
ick Jones  &  Co.,  Chase,  Merritt  &  Blanchard,  N. 
F.  Tenney,  S  m  &  Co.,  C.  W.  Brigham  &  Co.,  A. 
M.  Clapp  &  Co.,  Cox,  Young  &  Gardner,  Coon, 
Crocker  &  Co.,  Perley  D.  Moore  &  Co.,  J.  F.  Wal- 
den,  D.  C.  Haskell  &  Co.,  H.  W.  Wadleigh,  George 
Plaisted  &Son,E.  D.  Brooks  &  Co.,  Albert  A. 
Spencer,  W.  P.  Metcalf,  Moses  Barrett,  William 
G'lirin  &  Co.,  White  Bros.  &  Sons,  Byron  &  Hall, 
J  B.  Lewis,  W.  Claflin,  Coburn  &  Co.,  Potter, 
White  &  Bayley,    Clement,   Colburn  &  Co.,  Adam 

B.  Robbins,  B.E.  Cole  &  Co.,  Johnson,  Rust  & 
Co.,  C.  E.  Johnson,  Z.  M.  &  E.  Lane.  Reed  &  Clos- 
son,  Nichols  &  Farnsworth,  Henry  Hatch, 
J.  L.  &  H.  C.  Rodgers,  Henry  Bond  &  Co.,  R.  G. 
Norris  &  Co.,  McConnell  &  Gardner,  Hersey, 
Washburn  &  Co.,  Ferdinand  A.  Wyman  &  Co., 
Blanchard,  Fuller  &  Co.,  John  H.  Parker,  Sargent 
Fruean,  F.  L.  Fay,  Albert  W.  Hbbart,  O.  H.  Un- 
derbill, C.  A.  Kennedy,  E.  L.  Arnold,  Charles  F. 
Parker,  Prescott  C.  Hall,  Newhall  &  Thacher,  A. 
A.  Clatur,  L.  A.  Turner,  J.  F.  Dane,  Grinnell  & 
Co.,  E.  B.  Hull  &  Co,,  Converse,  Stanwood  &  Co., 
Lane,  Pierce  &  Co.,  William  C.  Child,  Lem'l 
Higbee  &  Sons,  Lane  &  Chipman,  Charles  W. 
Copeland,  Warren  Mallard  &  Son,  Wm.  G.  Hunt, 
James  P.  Phinney  &   Co.,  Hill   &   Rowe,  Stephen 


Dow  &  Co.,  E.  &  A  Mudge  &  Co.,  Whit- 
comb  &  Paine,  J.  B.  Kimball  &  Co., 
George  M.  Coourn,  Thomas  White  &  Co., 
James'Skinner  &  Co., Wallace  &  Macomber,Thos. 
Emerson's  Sons,  F.  Osborn,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  Robbins  & 
Kelloggs,  C.  J.  Bishop  &  Co.,  Wm.  F.  Johnson  & 
Co.,Keruan,  French  &  Co.,  Homer  Bros.,  McKay, 
Doyle  &  Co., Phelps  &  Lombard,  Daniel  Johnson 
&  Co.,  Lewis  W.  Nute,  L.  B.  Harrington,  H.  H. 
Mawhinney  &  Co.,  H.  B.  Endicott  &  Co.,  F.  Shaw 
&  Bros  ,  Pevear  &  Co.,  S.  Westcott  &  Son,  Brooks 
&  Young,  Treadwell,  Dugan  &  Osgood,  Baucher 
&  Richardson, Eugene  Barry, Lyman  Smith's  Sons, 
Day,  Wilcox  &  Co.,  Hi-cht  Bros.  &  Co.,  C.  T.  Dun- 
ham, Alex.  Moseley  &  Co.,  Lucius  Beebe  &  Sons, 
N.  W.  Rice  &  Co.,  Pindar  &  Winchester,  Henry 
Poor  &  Son,  James  A.  Roberts,  Jas.  S.  Stone,  T. 
J.  Lewis,  A.  L.  White,  Zenas  Sears,  Wm.  Tidd  & 
Co.,  Chas.  Harrington,  Fred  J.  Collins,  Albert 
Stone,  David  Parker  &  Co.,  Faxon,  Elms  &  Co. 
Uriel  Crocker,  29  Somer.-et  street;  I.  E.  Noyes,  53 
Hancock  street;  A.  H.  Jones,  33  Worcester  street; 
J.  Knowles,  71  Saratoga  street,  East  Boston;  T. 
Walker,  Jr.,  113  Faneuil  Hall  Market;  L. 
C.  Ricker,  103  Faneuil  Hall  Market;  H.  G.  Cole, 
36  Williams  street;  W.  B.  Smith,  Sherman  House; 
T.  J.  Amsden,  94  Faneuil  Hall  Market;  D.  E.  But- 
terfield,  94  Faneuil  Hall  Market;  R.  F.  Evans,  88 
Faneuil  Hall  Market;  Henry  A.  Brown,  87  Faneuil 
Hall  Murket;  H.  H.  Kendall,  84  Faneuil  Hall  Mar- 
ket; Levi  Barnes,  110  Appleton  street;  Fiank  E. 
Sullivan,  79  and  81  Faneuil  Hall  Market;  A.  S. 
Haley,  78  and  80  Faneuil  Hall  Market;  A.  S. 
Morse,  14  Rutland  square;  John  Pearson,  Eustis 
street;  Frank  M.  Crosby,  61  Allen  street; 
Frederick  Davis,  26  Monument  avenue;  L.  F. 
Abbott,  9  Hancock  street;  Nathaniel  Seaver, 
11  Henry  street,  East  Boston;  John  J.  Ware,  Bow- 
doin  street,  Dorchester;  Wells  Chase,  50  Mt.  Ver- 
non street,  Cbarlestown  District;  H.  A.  Hovey, 
107  Russell  street,  Charlestown  District;  E.  A. 
Harris,  19  Pinckney  street;  George  R.  Flint,  48 
Haverhill  street,  Charlestown;  Herbert  C.  Lazell, 
76  Harrison  avenue,  Boston;  George  H.  Russ.-ll, 
30  Chester  Park;  W.Williams,  37  Parker  street; 
E.  S.  Stacy, 431  Columbus  avenue;  H.  W.  B.  Frost, 
302  Shawmut  avenue;  J.  C.  Willis,  16  Akron 
street;  Levi  Timson,  22  Parker  street,  Charles- 
town; Henry  L.  Stone,  28  Temple  street,  Boston; 
John  A.  Waters,  46  Appleton  street,  Boston;  G. 
H.  Simonds,  551  Columbus  avenue;  H.  W.  tflea- 
son,  191  Warren  avenue;  Ira  Hiland,  745  Tremont 
street;  J.  H.  Curtis,  Centre  street,  Jamaica 
Plain;  Stacy  Hall,  164  West  Springfield 
street;  W.  H.  H.  (Furber,  18  Temple  street; 
L.  D.  Jackson,  3  Derne  street;  John  W.  Kimball, 
18  Allen  street;  Benj.  Johnson,  1  F.  H.  Market;  J. 
H.  Bicktord,  1  Causeway  street;  M.  M.  Marshall, 
26  Poplar  street;  S.  B.  Krogman,  90  Pembroke 
street;  G.  A.  Krogman,  Cortes  street;  L.  V.  Niles, 
22  Berwick  park;  Charles  H.  Onthank,  i2  Berwick 
park;  Grenville  Whi.ney,  107  Dartmouth  street; 
Henry  A.  Griswold,  Boston  street;  A.  A.  C.  Gil- 
bert, 20  Harvard  square,  Charlestown;  G.  M. 
Seates,  14  Akron  street,  Roxbury;  J.A.Bryant, 
151  West  Newton  street;  Benj.  Fitch,  330  Com- 
monwealth avenue;  Alonzo  T.  Andrews,  19  Cham- 
bers street;  Wm.  W.Shaw,  39  Hammond  street; 
Geo.  H.  Scovell,  1  Cf  dar  street,  Highlands;  Geo.  O. 
Boynton,  31  Regent  street,  Highlands;  W.  H. 
Homes,  Centre  street;  Freeman  J.  Doe,  Ward  11; 
John  W.  Hollis,  Cambridge  street,  Brighton. 

Petition  in  Favor  of  Immediate  Action  upon  the 
Subject  of  Parks. 

The  following,  being  the  only  petitions  in  favor 
of  immediate  action  upon  the  subject  of  parks  on 
file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  among 
the  papers  in  relation  to  the  West  Roxbury  and 
City  Point  parks,  are  printed  in  conformity  with 
an  order  passed  later  in  the  session: 

Petition  of  the  City  Point  Protective  Associa- 
tion transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  by  the 
Mayor  March  3,  1879: 

To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  pnd  City  Council  of 
Boston- The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed 
by  the  City  Point  Protective  Association,  have 
the  pleasure  to  present  to  your  Honor,  and 
through  you  to  the  city  of  Boston,  a  picture  repre- 
senting a  plan  for  a  park  at  City  Point,  South 
Boston.  The  artist,  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Baker,  has 
well  and  faithfully  put  on  canvas  a  plan  which 
many  citizens,  not  only  of  South  Boston,  but  of 
the  city  proper,  highly  approve  of,  and  it  is  ear- 
nestly hoped  that  the  city  may  soon  take  steps  to 
have  this  plan  or  something  "similar  carried  into 
effect,  and  not  let  this  grand  opportunity  escap 
for  a  marine  park,  which  in  the  opinion  of  thos 
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who  can  speak  with  authority  could  not  be  ex- 
celled by  any  city  in  the  Union. 

Respectfully,         G-eorge  G.  Morris. 
William  Cairns. 
Frank  E.  Park. 

Committee. 

The  following  is   a  petition   transmitted  to  the 
City  Council  by  the  Park  Commissioners  Dec.  22, 
1879,  and  is  printed  in  City  Document  23, 1879. 
[Copy.] 

Boston,  Nov.  29, 1879. 

To  the  Park  Commissioners— The  undersigned 
taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Boston  believe  that  "Tie 
time  has  arrived  for  action  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
posed West  Roxbury  Park.  It  is  believed  that 
the  lands  required  therefor  can  now  be  obtained 
at  far  less  prices  than  hereafter,  as  real  property 
is  beginning  to  feel  the  influence  of  the  revival 
which  is  showing  itself  in  all  kinds  of  business. 
It  is  stated  that  four  hundred  acres  can  be  ob- 
tained for  about  $900,000,  and  we  think  you  should 
direct  the  attention  of  the  City  Government  to 
the  subject  and  urge  its  immediate  action 
thereon. 

T.  Jefferson  Coolidge.      Joseph  S.  Ropes. 
Alexander  H.  Rice.  Natb.  J.  Bradlee. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb.  H.  D.  Parker. 

Franklin  Haven.  Samuel  Little. 

H.  H.  Hunnewell.  C.  A.  Richards. 

Charles  Whittier.  H.  Stockton. 

M.  P.  Kennard.  E.  F.  Parker. 

Allien  Bowker.  W.  O  Grover. 

J.  W.  Balcb.  Fred  R.  Sears. 

J.  L.  Bremer,  Bro.  &  Co.  James  L.  Little. 
Wright,  Bliss  &  Fabyan.  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch. 
Parker,  Wilder  &  Co.       Edward  Austin. 
Wheelwright,  Anderson  N.  Hooper. 

&  Co.  S.  W.  Marston. 

Geo.C.  Richardson  &  Co.  Joseph  Sawyer. 

SOUTH  END  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  8  P.  M.,  viz  : 

Orders  reserving  for  the  South  End  Branch  Li- 
brary part  of  the  basement  of  the  English  High 
and  Latin  School  binding's  on  Montgomery  street, 
and  for  the  fitting  up  of  the  same  at  a  cost  of 
§5500,  to  be  transferred  from  the   Reserved  Fund. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  have  an  amendment 
which  I  wish  to  offer  to  this  order: 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  first  order.  "Provided, 
that  no  action  be  taken  on  this  order  until  the 
completion  and  acceptance  of  all  contracts  on 
said  building." 

I  offer  that  amendment  in  order  to  meet  the 
objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  al- 
though the  Committee  on  Public  Builaings  would 
have  taken  no  action  under  the  original  order  un- 
til the  building  was  accepted.  I  understand  the 
amendment  meets  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 
With  reference  to  the  general  subject,  I  would 
say  that  I  believe  there  is  no  opposition  from  any 
quarter  now  to  the  adoption  of  this  order.  It 
seems  to  be  a  lair  compromise,  and  all  interested 
in  the  subject  desire  this  location. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  orders  as 
amended  were  passed — yeas  52,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

(In  the  report  of  the  last  meeting,  page  624,  in 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  on  the  South 
End  Branch  Library,  the  word  "locality"  was 
used,  in  the  13th  and  14th  lines,  instead  of  "le- 
gality," as  printed.) 

THE  REVISED  ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8  15  P.  M.,  viz.: 

The  revised  ordinances  and  paners  connected 
therewith  (City  Docs.  115, 110  and  134). 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  have  looked  at  the  action  in 
1876,  and  find  only  the  enacting  ordinance  was 
read  in  this  branch.  Before  that  was  passed  an 
opportunity  was  given  tor  any  discussion.  For 
that  reason  it  seems  to  me  the  proper  course  at 
the  present  time  before  reading  the  enacting  or- 
dinance, which  is  chapter  86.  The  report  being 
in  print,  it  will  be  the  proper  and  best  course  to 
consider  the  main  subject.  I  desire  somewhat 
particularly  to  reply  to  the  objections  of  the 
member  of  the  committee  making  the  minority 
report,  so-called,  which  has  been  submitted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  If  that 
be  the  course  adopted,  and  I  believe 
it  to  be  the  proper  course  to  take, 
I  desire  to  take  up  Document  134  and  proceed  to 
state  in  behalf  of  my  colleagues  the  reply  which 
we  have  to  make  to  the  various  objections  raised 
therein.  In  the  first  place,  I  desire  to  say  that  I 
propose  to  treat  this  document  with  all  due  re- 
spect, and  though  1  shall  be  obliged  to  contradict 


nearly  every  statement  made  in  it,  and  explain 
away  those  to  which  I  do  not  object,  I  will 
endeavor  to  keep  within  reasonable  space  if  I 
may  he  allowed  to  do  so.  In  this  document  134. 
the  first  objection  raised  by  the  minority  is  that 
"This  draft  materially  changes  the  plan  of  the 
existing  ordinances  of  the  city  Several  entirely 
new  chapters  of  general  application  are  intro- 
duced in  place  of  the  specific  ordinances,  which 
now  regulate  the  respective  subjects  to  which 
they  refer." 

I  wish  to  state  that  that  is  true  so  far  as  form  is 
concerned.  It  is  entirely  incorrect,  so  far  as  sub- 
stance is  concerned.  It  is  perfectly  evident  to 
any  gentleman  who  takes  pains  to  look  at  the  re- 
vision, that  we  have  prepared  a  few  general  chap- 
ters. We  claim  that  eo  be  a  benefit  to  all  per- 
sons who  are  obliged  to  use  the  books.  For  ex- 
ample, chapter  3  provides  for  the  election  of  all 
city  officers  in  "which  the  City  Council  takes 
part.  By  these  three  or  four  pages  you 
have  not  only  the  only  subject  under  one 
heading,  but  you  save  an  extra  section 
in  fifteen  or  twenty  of  the  old  ordinances. 
In  regard  to  the  elections  of  city  officers,  we  de- 
sire to  say  that  we  have  no  intention  to  change 
the  present  method;  we  have  not  varied  from  the 
existing  ordinances.  Not  only  has  this  matter 
been  submitted  to  the  full  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, but  the  Clerk  of  Committees  took  one  of 
his  assistants  and  went  over  the  old  ordinances 
and  all  the  chapters  in  this  revision.  Barring  any 
incidental  errors  which  may  happen  in  any  revi- 
sion, no  change  has  been  made;  and  if  we  have 
made  any  error  we  shall  be  happy  to  be 
corrected.  The  other  new  chapters  are  1, 
on  the  ordinances  themselves,  chapter  2, 
committees  and  departments,  chapters  S  and  4,  in 
regard  to  electing  city  officers:  5,  term  of  office; 
6,  office  hours;  then  chapter  11,  bonds  of  officers; 
chapter  12,  deeds  and  releases;  chapter  13,  con- 
tracts. In  reality  the  contract  section  is  the  only 
new  one  there  is.  In  regard  to  that  one  I  have  to 
state  that  the  contract  section,  which  I  will  ex- 
plain hereafter  more  in  detail,  is  based  entirely 
on  the  existing  rule  as  it  stands  in  the  ordinance 
in  regard  to  the  Water  Department.  We  have  in- 
troduced nothing  new.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  take 
up  the  next  part  of  the  gentleman's  objections. 
It  is  this: 

"Of  these  new  chapters  no  critical  examina- 
tion, with  their  bearing  and  legal  effect  upon  the 
subjects  to  which  they  are  made  tc  apply,  has 
beeu  made  by  any  commission  or  person  ade- 
quately familiar  with  municipal  and  town  law." 

Mr.  President,  the  gentleman  is  entirely  in 
error,  and  the  proof  of  it  is  very  simple,  and  will 
be  submitted  formally  as  follows:  On  the  17th 
day  of  November  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
directed  the  Clerk  of  Committees  to  send  the  fol- 
lowing notice  to  Mr.  John  P.  Healy: 
CCopyO 
City  of  Boston,  ) 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees,} 
City  Hall,  Nov.  17, 1SS0.     ) 

John  P.  Healy,  Esq.,  City  Solicitor :  DearlSir— 
The  Committee  on  Ordinances  request  that  you 
will  examine,  in  the  volume  of  revised  ordinances 
prepared  by  them,  the  chapter  relating  to  the 
law  department,  also  chapters^,  2,  3,  5, 11,  12  and 
13,  and  meet  this  committee  on  Wednesday,  the 
24th  instant,  and  state  to  them  your  views  "with 
regard  to  said  chapters. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

"Jas.  L.  Hillard,  Asst.  Clerk. 

Mr.  President,  on  that  day,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  the  committee  met,  and  the  City  Solicitor 
was  not  present.  The  meeting  was  then  ad- 
journed, and  at  the  next,  meeting,  at 'which  Mr. 
Wheeler  was  present,  a  week  after,  the  City  Soli- 
citor attended.  The  question  was  put  by  me,  and 
the  geutleman  from  Ward  10  knows  it  perfectly, 
as  to  whether  he  had  examiced  these  Chapters — 
and  mind  yon,  these  are  the  new  chapters,  which 
the  gentleman  says  have  never  been  examined  by 
any  person  familiar  with  town  and  municipal 
law.  Mr.  Healy  said  he  had  examined  them,  and 
given  them  all  the  attention  necessary,  and  that 
there  was  no  illegal  provision  in  any  oi  them.  In 
regard  to  the  expediency,  he  bad  nothing  to  saj  ; 
but  the  ordinances  we're  perfectly  legal,  ana 
would  stand  investigation.  He  also  stated  thai  be 
was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  new  ordinance 

in  regard  to  his  own  department.  Mr. 
Wheeler  was  present,  and  I  must  say  1  am  aston- 
ished at  the  statement  he  has  given.  I  call  upon 
the  two  members  of  the  sub-committee  to  confirm 
the  fact  that  the  City  Solicitor  stated  thai  be  bad 
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examined  those  new  chapters.    The    gentleman 
from  Ward  10  continues  as  follows: 

'•The  undersigned  cannot  safely  indorse  these 
chapteis  and  this  volume  until  such  examination 
has  been  mnde." 

Of  that  I  wili  speak  hereafter.  Then  Mr. 
Wheeler  says — 

"This  draft  contains  certain  changes  in  the  or- 
dinances to  which  the  undersigned  cannot  agree, 
among  others— (1.)  That  of  increasing  the  number 
of  committees  by  creating  committees  upon  the 
City  Architect's  and  City  Clerk's  departments. 
The  same  never  existed,  and  are  helieved  to  be 
wholly  unnecessary  and  useless.  Their  creation 
would  tend  to  unnecessary  interference,  and  to 
give  power  to  presiding  officers." 

In  regard  to  that,  he  is  partly  right  and  partly 
wrong.  The  city  Architect's  Department  is  at 
present  iu  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  has  always  been  under  that  com- 
mittee. But,  sir,  as  every  branch  of  the  city 
business  grows  to  a  department, there  seems  to  be 
a  reason  for  giving  it  in  charge  of  a  separate 
committee.  For  example:  Several  years  ago  the 
City  Registrar's  Department  was  cut  off  from  the 
City  Clerk's  office  and  put  in  charge  of  a  commit- 
tee. The  City  Architect  has  grown  up  from  a 
mere  draughtsman  in  the  Department  of  Public 
Buildings  to  be  the  head  of  the  department.  His 
work  and  annual  appropriation  are  naturally  in- 
creasing, and  it  seemed  well  to  bring  before  this 
Council  a  proposition  to  have  it  made  a  separate 
department.  So  far  as  the  Architect  himself 
is  concerned,  he  will  be  subject  to  no 
more  interference  than  at  present.  When  the 
draft  was  made,  I  submitted  it  to  Mr. 
Clough,  and  he  said  he  felt  very  thankful 
we  were  g'>ing  to  give  his  department  to  a  corn- 
rniitee,  and  he  was  glad  to  see  this  suggestion. 
In  fact,  it  is  merely  a  change  in  name,  and  will 
simply  give  one  additional  committee.  In  regard 
to  the  City  Clerk,  we  know  he  is  opposed  to  hav- 
ing a,  committee  over  his  department.  We  all 
kcow  Mr.  .MeCleary,  that  he  is  one  or  the  best  city 
officers  that  has  been  there.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  has  a  hereditary  claim  to  the  place  and  would 
feel  the  restraint  of  a  committee  more  than  any 
other  man  would.  But  it  is  for  the  Council  to  say 
whether  they  will  put  it  in  charge  of  the  comrnic- 
tee  or  nut.  But  it  no  more  affects  the  general 
principle  of  these  ordinances  as  provided  in  chap- 
ter 2,  wher  •  that  special  committee  is  provided 
for,  and  if  you  don't  wish  to  have  it,  any  mem- 
ber can  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"City  Clerk's  Department."  We  considered 
it  a  good  plan  to  have  the-e  committees 
appointed  under  the  ordinance  instead  of  by  the 
joint  rubs.  We  have  an  amendment  to  offer  to 
insert  the  "Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs." 
When  this  report  was  drawn,  both  committees 
had  agreed  in  favor  of  the  dissolution  of  that 
committee.  But,  the  Council  have  voted  to  have 
it  continued.  I  Desire  to  say  one  thing  in  this 
connection,  that  the  types  for  this  revision  are 
now  standing,  and  you  can  fix  the  details  of  the 
ordinances  as  you  please,  without  any  large  ex- 
pense for  con  ections  and  resetting,  and  any  ob- 
jection to  any  pariicular  section  or  line  is  not  a 
sufficient  objection  to  the  whole.  Mr.  Wheeler 
continues  to  say — 

"(2.)  That  of  providing  that  committees  in 
charge  of  a  department  shall  present  to  the 
City  Council  a  written  report  of  the  transactions 
of  such  department  for  the  preceding  year,  etc. 
This  is  without  precedent,  a  d  would  be  unbusi- 
nesslike. Reports  of  heads  of  departments  and 
boards  are  almost  invariably,  it  is  believed,  ad- 
dressed and  made  to  the  legislative  body." 

Now,  sir,  that  again  is  one  of  those  mere  de- 
tails which  the  Council  can  strike  out  if  they  do 
not  like.  It  seemed  to  the  sub-committee  that  in 
providing  for  reports  it  was  more  businesslike  to 
have  the  report  made  to  the  City  Council  by  the 
committee  in  charge  of  the  department.  The 
case  which  the  gentleman  brings  up  is  not  paral- 
lel. The  Legislature  meets  in  January,  and  re- 
ports come  in  from  all  the  heads  of  departments 
who  exist  without  the  Legislature.  Our  commit- 
tees are  in  session  all  the  year,  and  it  seemed  rea- 
sonable that  as  a  matter  of  form  the  reports 
should  come  from  them.  If  the  Council  do  not 
wish  it,  it  has  merely  to  strike  out  a  line  and  say 
that  the  report  shall  be  submitted,  as  usual,  by 
the  heads  of  departments.  It  is  a  matter  which 
we  do  not  propose  to  urge,  and  ir,  is  no  reason 
why  you  should  reject  this  revision.  Then  the 
gentleman  proceeds  to  say: 

"(3)  That  of  empowering  the   Mayor  to  fill  va- 


cancies in  offices  required  to  be  filled  by  concur- 
rent vote  of  the  City  Council.  In  such  cases  the 
duties  should  fall,  tor  the  time,  upon  the  officer 
next  in  rank." 

Mr.  President,  that  is  the  existing  ordinance. 
It  stands  in  our  large  volume  now  on  page  639.  It 
is  a  provision  passed  in  1864.  I  do  not  know  why 
it  was  passed  sixteen  years  ago,  but  our  words  are 
copied  exactly  from  the  existing  ordinance,  and 
it  is  brought  up  by  the  gentleman  as  an  argument 
against  the  revision.  If  he  opposes  it  he  opposes 
perpetuating  the  existing  provision,  and  if  he  re- 
jects the  revision  he  rejects  what  is  at  present  in 
the  ordinances.    Then  he  says  again— 

"Also  that  providing  for  the  termination  of  the 
t  'rm  of  office  of  a  board  or  class  of  officers  when 
more  than  one  is  to  be  elected  at  one  time,  by 
the  election  of  one  member  of  such  board  or 
class.  This  would  tend  to  create  vacancies  to  be 
filled  by  appointment  under  provision  above  re- 
ferred to,  should  the  same  be  adopted,  and  con- 
flicts with  the  rule  that  officers  should  hold  until 
their  successors  are  qualified;  also  the  provision 
relating  to  removals  siom  office." 

That  is  not  our  suggestion.  It  is  the  present 
ordinance.  I  go  back  to  make  the  following 
statement:  The  question  came  up  in  1878  in  the 
election  of  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries. 
There  was  a  difference  between  the  two  branches, 
and  the  matter  went  on  for  six  or  seven  weeks. 
The  tight  was  over  Mr.  Woolley  aud  Mr.  Smith. 
The  Council  kept  electing  Mr.  Woolley,  and  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  Mr.  Smith.  They  sent  the 
matter  back  to  the  committee,  who  brought 
in  a  new  name,  and  Mr.  Jenks  was  elected.  Dur- 
ing that  time  the  two  old  members  of  the  Board 
should  have  gone  out  of  office,  having  served  their 
two  years,  and  Mr.  Adams  had  previously  been 
elected  to  fill  one  of  the  vacancies.  1  remember 
that  ex-Alderman  Kelly,  who  was  on  that  Board, 
was  very  much  exercised  as  to  whether  these  two 
old  members  ceased  to  act.  The  law  was  that 
members  should  hold  office  forjtwo  years,  or  until 
their  successors  were  elected.  There  was  no 
question  that  Mr.  Adams  had  been  elected,  but 
whose  place  should  he  take  ?  Mr.  Kelly  and  his 
friends  claimed  that  the  two  old  members  held 
over,  because  their  two  successors  had  not  been 
elected.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  City 
Solicitor  at  that  time,  and  last  year,  when  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  presiding,  the  ques- 
tion came  up  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
First  Assistant  Assessors.  When  the  term 
of  office  of  the  old  Board  expired,  we  had  one  or 
two  vacancies  which  had  not  been  filled.  I  ob- 
tained a  copy  of  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion,  and 
it  will  be  found  iu  our  proceedings  of  1879,  ou 
page  172.  The  opinion  is  so  brief  that  1  will 
quote  it: 

"In  my  opinion,  upon  the  election  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, the  terms  of  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Woolley  ex- 
pired and  they  are  not  entitled  to  seats  at  the 
Board." 

Now  if  the  Council  adopts  the  suggestion  of 
my  friend  from  Ward  10  and  rejects  this  provi- 
sion, the  ordinance  is  exactly  in  the  position  that 
he  states  it.  The  existing  ordinance  as  explained 
by  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  is  directly  the 
same,  word  for  word,  as  we  have  embodied  in  t&e 
revision.  Now,  sir,  this  is  the  objection  he  has 
taised  to  this  ordinance— that  we  have  reported 
the  old  ordinances  without  a  change— and  if  that 
is  not  a  most  ridiculous  reason  for  rejecting  new 
matter,  I  want  to  know  what  is.  Iu  the  third 
place  he  states— 

"This  draft  must  necessarily  be  imperfect  and 
incomplete,  as  but  three  days  were  given  to  the 
heads  of  departments,  with  one  exception,  to  ex- 
amine.it  and  report  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances; and  the  several  subjects  have  never  been 
before  the  joint  standing'  committees,  respec- 
tively, of  the  City  Council.  The  suggestions  made 
by  the  heads  of  departments  a^id  boards  were 
acted  on  very  hurriedly  by  the  committee,  for 
want  of  time,  and  in  some  cases  hardly  at  all." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  the  gentleman  is  again 
misinformed.  As  soon  as  this  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  joint  committee,  a  sub-committee 
was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Bailey, 
Wharton  and  myself.  Our  first  action  was  to  ad- 
dress the  following  circular  to  every  head  of  a 
department  in  July  last: 

City  of  Boston,  City  Hall. 

Dear  Sir— The  undersigned  are  a  sub-committee 
having  in  charge  the  revision  of  the  ordinances. 

Thev  will  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  send  them 
any  suggestions  about  the  ordinance  concerning 
your  department,  either  changes  or  additions. 
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As  their  report  is  to  be  made  in  print  on  Octo- 
ber 1,  an  early  attention  to  this  ruaiter  will  be  a 
favor.  Answers  can  be  sent  to  the  office  of  the 
City  Messenger. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Whitmoke. 
A.  J.  Bailey. 
W.  F.  Wharton. 

That  was  sent  out  in  July,  and  was  acted  upon 
in  some  cases.  More  than  that,  I  do  not  blame 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  for  not  knowing  as 
much  about  it  as  some  of  us  who  are  on  the  sub- 
committee, but  it  is  an  ignorance  for  which  he 
ought  not  to  have  censured  the  committee.  From 
that  time  on  we  had  various  interviews  with  the 
heads  of  departments.  We  proceeded  to  consider 
the  ordinances  by  dividing  them  amongst  us 
three.  Each  man  took  certain  sections  and  de- 
partments and  attended  to  them.  My  friend 
Bailey  consulted  the  City  Auditor,  City  Solicitor, 
City  Treasurer,  and  probably  some  others.  I  know 
Mr.  Wharton  consulted  the  Superintendent  of 
Sewers,  and  perhaps  some  others.  I  consulted 
several  heads  of  departments,  and  went  to  the 
City  Solicitor  several  times.  After  that  was  done 
and  the  draft  prepared,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
full  committee  and  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  I  believe,  a 
new  circular  was  sent  out  after  the  whole 
thing  was  in  print,  requesting  the  heads  of  de- 
partments to  examine  and  report  upon  the  revi- 
sion. I  nave  obtained  from  the  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees a  statement  of  the  number  of  heads  of  de- 
partments who  answered  and  those  who  did  not. 
Twenty  heads  of  departments  answered,  to  which 
should  be  added  the  City  Solicitor,  who  came  in 
and  verbally  said  he  was  salaried,  making 
twenty-one  who  answered  the  circular  after  see- 
ing the  revised  ordinances.  Those  who  did  not 
answer  were  seven.  Among  these  were  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  City  Hospital,  Superintendent  of 
Lamp?,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  and  the  Water  Board,  and  the 
v  Superintendent  of  Common.  We  have  proposed 
no  change  in  regard  to  the  Common.  The  Super- 
intendent would  not  act  without  the  committee. 
The  City  Hospital,  Public  Library,  and  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  are  governed  by  stat- 
utes, and  nobody  has  troubled  them.  "Conse- 
quently they  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
call  meetings  to  answer  the  circular.  The  Police 
Department  is  in  the  same  way,  the  powers  we 
have  being  very  slight,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  is 
the  reason  for  their  silence.  But  there  is  the 
fact,  that  instead  of  appearing  and  objecting  on 
this  second  call,  all  those  departments  answered. 
The  gentleman  says  these  suggestions  were  con- 
sidered very  hurriedly  by  the  committee.  I  de- 
sire to  deny  that  statement  emphatically.  When 
the  consultations  were  held  by  the  lull  committee 
the  gentleman  himself  was  sometimes  walking 
about  the  room  and  sometimes  out.  Perhaps  his 
examination  was  hurried.  The  examinations 
were  generally  made  by  the  sub-committee.  The 
communications  were  read  by  the  chairman,  and 
the  committee  did  not  take  much  time  to  con- 
sider them,  for  the  sub-committee  understood 
them.  We  complied  with  the  reasonable  re- 
quest of  every  head  of  the  department, 
and  when  we  have  not  complied  it  was 
when  some  department  asked  for  an 
unreasonable  increase  of  power.  For  example — 
The  head  of  the  Sewer  Department  thought  all 
the  sewers,  private  as  well  as  public,  ought  to  be 
under  his  charge,  but  we  did  not  venture  to 
recommend  it,  and  have  reported  the  ordinance 
in  the  shape  it  is  at  present.  Then  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  brings  up  this  matter: 

"The  City  Treasurer  made  the  following  com- 
munication to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, viz.: 
'As  my  office  is  at  present  under  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department,  who 
are  working  on  an  investigation  of  everything 
connected  with  the  department,  you  will  perceive 
that  f  cannot  comply  with  your  request  with  re- 
gard to  time.'  The  importance  of  adopting  an 
amended  and  very  carefully  considered  ordinance 
relating  to  this  department  cannot  be  over-esti- 
mated,  and  of  itself  constitutes  sufficient  reason 
for  taking  further  and  ample  time  for  the  pur- 
pose." 

Well,  Mr.  President,  what  have  w»  done?  If 
the  gentleman  will  look  at  the  ordinance  he  will 
see  that  we  have  classed  the  present  ordinance 
under  the  head  of  Finance  Department,  into 
chapters  on  the  Auditor,  City  Collector,  City 
Treasurer  and  Bonds  of  Officers,  and  instead  of  a 
man  having  to  examine  fifty  to  sixty  sections.it 


is  sub-divided  into  a  few  chapters,  and  there  is 
no  change  made  except  by  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment. The  idea  that  we  cannot  revise  the  ordi- 
nances because  a  new  ordinance  may  be  necessa- 
ry is  simply  absurd.  The  ordinance  in  regard  to 
the  City  Treasury  stands  exactly  as  it  is  today  in 
the  old  volume.  If  it  must  be  revised  next  year 
that  is  no  reason  why  you  should  reject  the  report 
now  made.  Fourthly,  the  gentleman  makes  a 
grave  blunder  by  calling  up  the  old  objection,  in 
that  this  volume  of  ordinances  does  not  contain 
the  laws-  That  is  one  topic  which  this 
Council  have  certainly  debarred  themselves  from 
speaking  upon,  and  in  common  fairness  it  might 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  reason  for  rejecting  the 
revision.  When  this  matter  was  first  brought  up 
we  were  expressly  told  to  prepare  a  volume  of 
ordinances  which  did  not  contain  statutes,  and  it 
is  unfair  to  reject  the  report  because  it  does  not 
contain  the  laws.  But  the  gentleman  in  his 
anxiety  to  make  a  great  statement  has  fallen  into 
errors.  He  has  printed  forty  subjects  upon  which 
he  says  this  volume  is  silent.  I  shall  proceed  to 
show  that  he  is  in  error.  He  has  evidently  taken 
the  index  of  the  revision  and  compared  it  with 
the  last  volume,  and  not  finding  anything  there 
he  has  jumped  to  this  conclusion.  The  first  item, 
'■Constitutional  Provisions  Relating  to  City  Gov- 
ernment," means  simply  the  city  charter.  Of 
course  there  is  nothing  about  it  in  these 
ordinances.  The  next  is  Actions,  and  there 
is  nothing  about  that.  The  next  is  Bath 
and  Wash  Houses.  We  have  transferred  to 
the  Board  of  Health  all  the  powers  of  the  City 
Government  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  VVliitmore's  time  having  expired,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wheeler  of   Ward  10  it  was  extended. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  obliged  to  the  Council  for 
their  courtesy,  and  will  be  as  brief  as  possible. 
The  provisions  concerning  bath  houses  are  in  the 
ordinances  about  the  same  as  now.  In  the  same 
way,  Billiard  Tables  and  Auctioneers  are  pro- 
vided for  in  the  police  ordinance,  as  also  Consta- 
bles, Hawkers  and  Pedlers,  and  Railroad  Police. 
We  have  no  ordinance  at  present  on  the  subject 
of  the  registrars  of  voters,  as  their  duties  are  reg- 
ulated by  statutes.  But  instead  of  being  silent 
on  that,  we  have  provided  lor  their  appointment, 
which  is  all  that  the  city  is  allowed  to  provide  for 
by  ordinance.  The  next  subject  is  Elections. 
I  cannot  understand  this  objection,  be- 
cause we  have  a  new  chapter  on  elections  drawn 
by  the  City  Clerk  himselt  in  view  of  the  changes 
made  in  the  law  in  1876,  upon  which  our  ordi- 
nances at  present  are  entirely  silent.  It  is  the 
same  in  regard  to  Leather;  we  have  reported  an 
ordinance  and  it  can  be  found.  Hi-  also  puts 
in  the  subject  of  Marriage  i.  Under  the  old 
heading  marriages  were  provided  for  under  the 
City  Registrar's  Department.  Under  the  head  of 
Voting-Lists  we  have  preserved  the  old  ordinance. 
I  have  gone  through  this  list,  and  to  the  best  of 
my  calculations  nearly  one-half  of  them  are  men- 
tioned in  t  e  ordinances,  and  this  hasty  compari- 
son of  indexes  has  led  the  gentleman  to  making 
an  erroneous  statement.  One  or  two  of  the  items 
which  he  complains  as  omitted  are  worth  no- 
ticing: House  of  Industry,  Licensed  Houses,  and 
things  of  that  kind  are  matters  upon  which  the  city 
of  Boston  has  no  power  to  pass  any  ordinance  what- 
ever. They  are  regulated  by  statute  law.  He  has 
absolutely  gone  so  far  as  to  drag  up  the  matter 
of  porters,  the  law  concetning'whic'n  is  so  old 
that  it  is  ridiculous  to  mention  it.  The  law  in 
regard  to  porters  was  passed  in  1743,  being  a 
provision  that  i  he  Board  of  Aldermen  or  Select- 
men shall  have  jKJwer  to  prohibit  anybody  from 
acting  as  a  porter  without  license,  and  they  may 
prescribe  the  fees  porters  shall  charge.  Because 
we  have  not  cumbered  up  the  book  with  an  ordi- 
nance on  this  subject  he  objects  to  it.  I  am  glad 
fee  has  called  attention  to  it,  as  it  is  a  law  which 
we  shall  ask  the  Legislature  to  repeal.  His  last 
objection  is  that  the  volume  does  not  contain  the 
statutes.  There  is  nothing  in  his  objections  that 
touches  the  propriety  of  making  the  revision. 
The  whole  of  his  objections  are  brought  down  to 
two  points— that  we  ought  not  to  have  commit- 
tees on  the  City  Architect  and  City  Clerk's  de- 
partments, and  he  don't  think  the  reports  ought 
to  come  through  the  committee.  As  1  said 
before,  if  the  Council  like  the  rest  of  it,  strike 
out  those  matters  and  that  is  an  end  to  it.  I 
have  answered  those  objections  in  full  because  I 
Suppose,  from  the  publicity  which  the  gentleman 
has  given  to  them,  they  embody  all  tho  objec- 
tions of  a  public  nature  likely  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of    Ward  10— Will    the  gentleman 
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alow  ine  one  question  ?  He  has  referred  to  the 
publicity  which  I  have  given  to  them.  I  should 
like  to  Know  on  what  authority  he  makes  that 
statement. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  not  sure  that  is  the  phrase 
I  used.  I  notice  the  Boston  Herald  printed  this 
minority  report  in  full  yesterday,  and  the  Even 
irg  Transcript  gives  a  copy  of  most  of  it.  As  I 
never  knew  such  a  thing  done  before,  I  supposed 
it  was  dune  with  the  gentleman's  wishes,  or  by 
those  who  furnished  the  material  for  his  report. 
I  did  not  mean  to  say  he  went  to  the  newspapers 
and  asked  them  to  publish  it.  I  do  not  imagine 
that  the  Herald  printed  that  document  out  of  any 
kindness  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Wheeler — Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  a 
simple  statement  ?  The  course  which  the  papers 
have  taken  on  the  subject  has  been  entirely  with- 
out my  previous  knowledge.  I  was  not  aware 
that  anything  of  the  kind  was  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  disclaimer  of  the  gentle- 
man, which  I  have  provided  for,  does  not  alter 
the  fact  that  an  unusual  notoriety  has  been  given 
to  them.  My  statement  is  that  this  report  con- 
tains the  combined  objections  of  all  parties  who 
have  anything  to  say,  and  that  is  the  reason  I 
have  answered  them  in  detail.  I  wish  to  disabuse 
the  Council  of  the  idea  that  this  has  been  a  hasty 
matter  and  will  not  bear  comparison  with  the 
revision  of  1876.  The  Committee  on  Ordinances 
of  that  year  had  only  two  lawyers,  while  the  com- 
mittee of  this  year  contains  four.  Of  those  two 
lawyers,  I  do  not  believe  either  one  of  them  gave 
two  hours'  consideration  to  the  subject.  The 
matter  was  transferred  by  the  committee  to  Mr. 
Bugbee,  who  did  the  work  well,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt.  But  when  the  report  was  brought 
into  the  Council,  they  had  to  accept  Mr.  Bugbee's 
revision,  and  it  was  carried  through  without 
any  chance  for  discussion  or  amendment— very 
different  from  the  course  nursued  this  year.  In 
behalf  of  my  associates,  I  wish  to  say  that  we 
have  incurred  no  expense  for  copying,  but,  more 
than  that,  every  item  of  the  revision  has  been 
examined  by  the  entire  sub-committee,  and  has 
been,  in  evfry  instance,  the  work  of  the  majority, 
if  not  the  unanimous  report  of  the  three  mem- 
bers. Though  I  do  not  value  my  own  time  or  ex- 
ertions particularly,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  other  two  members  of  the  sub-committee, 
both  practising  members  of  the  bar,  have  given 
up  a  great  deal  ot  time  to  doing  this  work  during 
the  siunmer,  which  other  committees  have  trans- 
ferred to  a  paid  official.  I  believe  there  has  been 
more  careful  consideration  in  this  revision  than 
upon  the  preceding  one,  if  not  any  other  preced- 
ing one.  I  wish  the  Council  to  notice  that  when 
the  revision  came  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
in  1876,  it  was  passed  without  any  discussion  what- 
ever, and  sent  to  the  Common  Council.  Only  one 
copy  printed,  which  lay  upon  the  Speaker's  desk. 
Mr.  Shaw,  whom  someof  you  older  members  may 
recollect  by  name  as  representing  the  ward  which 
I  now  have  the  honor  to  represent,  objected  that 
time  was  not  given  for  consideration.  He  was 
told  by  Mr.  Crocker,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  document  would  be  upon  the 
desk  for  a  week  and  he  could  examine  it  as  he 
pleased.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  a  well-known  citizen, 
a  msinber  of  the  City  Council  for  three  years, 
who  never  shirked  from  any  public  work.  He 
spoke  as  follows: 

"If  these  ordinances  are  that  monstrous  book 
upon  your  desk,  sir,  I  don't  want  to  read  them 
through,  and  I  don't  mean  to.  It  seems  to  me,  if 
we  undertake  a  job  of  that  kind  we  shall  look 
something  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  did  when 
they  undertook  to  go  through  the  new  City  Char- 
ter, and  look  at  every  phrase  and  debate  it,  and 
discuss  it  day  after  day,  with  their  lead  pencils, 
and  spend  hours  upon  hours  upon  it;  and  it  was 
all  thrown  away.  It  seems  to  me  if  we  enter  into 
the  idea  ot  studying  that  book  we  shall  get  our- 
selves into  a  worse  position.  As  I  remember  it, 
we  passed  a  vote  some  months  ago  to  pay  Mr. 
Bugbee  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to  revise 
the  City  Ordinances,  which  are  now  in  three  or 
four  different  hooks,  and  whenever  any 
one  wishes  to  see  how  a  city  ordinance 
stands  we  have  to  read  what  is  in  the 
large  book  first,  and  then  take  the  small  books  to 
see  whether  any  changes  have  been  madb.  Now 
I  understand  that  we  hired  Mr.  Bugbee  and  paid 
him,  and  paid  him  to  get  all  these  ordinances  to- 

g ether  in  one  book,  and  it  stands  to  reason   that 
e  has  done  his  duty  conscientiously.    It  seems 
to  me  that  the  most  reasonable  way  is  to  pass  the 


ordinances  as  they  have  been  reported,  and  if 
there  are  any  mistakes  we  can  correct  them  after- 
wards, and  no  harm  will  come  from  it.  We  shall 
thus  probably  facilitate  the  city's  work,  and  save 
ourselves  anil  our  successors  a  great  deal  of  trou- 
ble. The  thing  will  work  a  great  deal  better  than 
if  we  undertake  to  study  the  whole  book.  If  any 
gentleman  wishes  to  study  that  book,  he  has  got 
two  weeks'  work  before  him." 

With  the  exception  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Shaw 
of  Ward  12  and  Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  4,  there 
was  no  other  debate  upon  the  matter  whatever. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Crocker,  and 
Mr.  Ruffin,  the  other  member  on  the  committee, 
stated  that  they  were  satisfied  the  revision  was  a 
good  one,  and  recommended  its  passage.  When 
the  matter  came  up  on  the  second  evening,  it  was 
passed  without  any  debate  at  all.  I  wish  the 
Council  to  bear  in  mind  how  differently  the  com- 
mittee of  this  j  ear  have  discharged  this  duty. 
We  have  not  only  brought  the  report  in  print, 
but  in  a  form  in  which  all  corrections  can  be 
made.  We  have  given  every  possible  facility  for 
the  Council  to  inform  themselves  of  the  changes 
made.  In  the  face  of  all  that,  it  seems  to  be  un- 
reasonable for  the  Council  not  to  take  it 
up  and  proceed  to  some  kind  of  a  vote.  It 
is  not  for  the  committee  to  anticipate 
difficulties.  We  are  ready  to  explain  every 
change  that  has  been  made.  The  changes  are 
very  few  and  technical  in  nature.  The  balk  of 
these  three  hundred  and  odd  oages  is  the  same  as 
the  ordinances  in  the  large  volume  upon  the  dif- 
ferent desks.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the  Council 
will  be  willing  to  do  as  its  predecessors  have  done 
in  past  years,  except  in  such  matters  as  may  be 
shown  to  be  in  error.  If  there  are  specific  objec- 
tions to  any  ordinance  it  seems  to  me  they  should 
be  made.  Instead  of  passing  the  final  ordinance, 
it  seems  to  me  more  reasonable  that  the  Chair 
should  call  each  chapter  by  title  and  ask  for  ob- 
jections, and  to  pass  on  if  there  are  none.  I 
would  move  that  the  separate  chapters  be  read 
once  by  their  titles,  and  time  he  given  to  raise 
any  objections  to  them.  If  that  is  done  tonight, 
the  ordinances  will  go  over  to  next  week  for  their 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  understand  that  these 
ordinance  have  not  been  considered  by  the  sever- 
al joint  committees.  It  is  too  important  a  subject 
to  be  acted  upon  hurriedly,  and  I  will  offer  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  ordinances  reported  in  City 
Doc.  115,  which  relate  to  their  respective  depart- 
ments, be  referred  to  the  several  joint  standing 
committees  on  said  departments,  and  that,  all 
other  ordinances  contained  in  said  document  be 
referred  to  the  City  Solicitor,  for  consideration 
and  for  reports  thereon. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Bailey  inquired  how  long  he  thought  it 
would  take  the  different  committees  to  examine 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9 — I  had  no  idea  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  2f  was  to  offer  this  order,  but 
I  hope  it  will  pass.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  has  said,  the  subject  is  one  for  serious  con- 
sideration. I  do  not  doubt  that  the  sub-commit- 
tee have  given  time  and  careful  consideration  to 
this  matter.  The  report  shows  that  upon  its 
face.  I  give  them  credit  for  everything  in  that 
line.  But  1  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  that  the  changes  are  insignificant 
and  matters  of  detail.  I  refer  to  one  subject 
only  which  the  gentleman  passed  over  very 
lightly.  It  is  on  the  second  page  of  the  minority 
report  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10: 

"The  Trustees  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  for  in- 
stance, requested  to  be  heard,  and  appointed  a 
committee  for  the  purpose;  but  no  opportunity 
was  given  them  for  a  hearing." 

As  one  of  the  directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries, 
I  have  taken  pains  to  study  the  old  ordinance  and 
the  revision.  There  are  material  changes  in  very 
many  particulars.  We  appointed  a  committee 
and  asked  to  be  heard,  but  I  suppose  the  time  was 
so  short  that  the  request  could  not  he  granted.  I 
will  refer  further  to  the  fact  that  the  index- 
Mr.  Bailey — Will  the  gentleman  be  kind  enough 
to  point  out  where  the  changes  are,  so  that  the 
Council  mav  see  them? 

Mr.  Parkman— I  will  come  to  that  a  little  later. 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  old 
ordinance  there  are  ten  secttons.  The  committee 
have  given  an  index  in  order  that  we  may  under- 
stand the  changes.  In  the  index  to  those  ten  sec- 
tions  there   aie   five    mistakes,   five   references 
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which  it  is  impossible  to  find.  I  will  refer  to 
them  for  the  information  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Wards  12  and  4,  if  they  will  refer  to  the  original 
ordinance  of  1876,  page  293,  and  also  page  9  of  the 
committee's  report  on  the  revision.  In  the  old 
ordinance  the  first  section  relates  to  the 
election  of  directors.  In  their  index  the 
committee  say,  "  Section  1  is  In  Re- 
vised Ordinances,  chapter  3."  That  is  cor- 
rect. "Section  2  is  in  revised  ordinances,  chap- 
ter 2,  section  8."  Si-ction  2  of  the  old  ordinance 
refers  to  the  organization  of  the  board  and  elec- 
tion of  a  clerk.  They  say  that  is  in  the  revised 
ordinances,  chapter  2  section  8.  Chapter  2  section 
8  of  the  revised  ordinances  refers  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  accounts  and  records  shall   be  kept. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
interrupt  him  ?  I  omitted  to  state  that  owing  to 
the  fact  that  changes  were  made  the  very  last 
week  after  the  draft  was  reported  to  me  commit- 
tee, there  were  certain  sub  references  that 
were  not  correct.  In  chapter  2  we  changed  the 
arrangement  of  three  or  four  sections  of  the  re- 
vision, putting  one  before  the  other,  and  omitting 
one  entirely.  The  result  of  this,  I  regret 
to  say,  has  made  a  technical  error  in 
the  index.  I  think  the  gentleman  will 
find  that  everything  substantially  is  con- 
tained in  chapter  2.  We  changed  them  around 
and  omitted  one  entirely.  If  the  gentleman  will 
kindly  consider  the  great  difficulty  in  regard  to 
printing  under  which  the  committee  labored,  I 
hope  he  will  not  lay  it  to  our  charge.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  understand  that  these  are  printer's 
errors,  but  were  unavoidable  under  the  circum- 
stances. If  the  gentleman  has  examined  chapter 
2,  as  I  think  he  has,  he  will  find  all  the  points  re- 
ferred to. 

Mr.  Parkinan— I  will  pass  over  that,  after  the 
explanation  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  His 
remarks  on  section  2,  chapter  2,  certainly  do  not 
apply  to  chapter  39  on  page  67,  of  which  the  ordi- 
nance concerning'  ferries  is  a  part.  Section  7  in 
the  old  ordinance  states  that  the  City  Council 
shall  by  special  order  establish  rates  of  toll.  The 
iDdex  says  that  is  in  chapter  39,  section  2,  which 
I  find  relates  to  repairs  on  the  boats  and  is  an 
entirely  different  subject.  The  index  says 
that  section  8  of  the  original  ordinance,  which 
refers  to  repairs,  drops,  boats,  etc.,  is  in  chapter 
39,  section  3,  of  the  revised  ordinances,  which  I 
find  relates  to  the  collectors  giving  bonds  for 
tolls,  and  the  clerks  retaining  $1000  for  change, — 
an  entirely  different  subject.  Section  9  in  the 
original  ordinance  was  in  regard  to  toll,  and  the 
index  says  it  is  in  the  revised  ordinances,  chapter 
39,  section  4.  There  is  no  section  4  in  chapter  39 
of  the  revised  ordinances.  I  think  I  have  shown, 
passing  over  the  mistakes  which  the  gentleman 
accounts  for,  that  there  are  two  or  three  mistakes 
in  regard  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  39.  Being 
specially  interested  in  that  ordinance,  I  have  giv- 
en it  most  careful  consideration.  If  these  er- 
rors appear  in  regard  to  it,  why  should  we 
not  suppose  that  similar  errors  appear  in 
other  parts  of  the  index  ?  Now  I  will  refer 
to  the  part  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
4  has  asked  for,  —  the  changes  in  the 
methods  of  government.  As  I  understand  the 
present  ordinance,  the  directors  have  charge  of 
the  ferries,  are  responsible  to  the  city  for  their 
management,  and  have  the  right  to  make  pur- 
chases. Chapter  2,  section  4,  of  the  revised  ordi- 
nances provides  that  the  committee  in  charge  of 
a  department  is  to  have  charge  of  that  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
correct  him  ?    It  says — 

"Said  committees  shall  exercise  a  general  super- 
vision over  all  matters  relating  to  their  several 
departments,  subject  in  all  respects  to  the  special 
instructions  of  the  City  Council  by  ordinance  or 
order." 

In  our  ordinances  it  is  provided  in  chapter  39 
that  the  Directors  of  the  Ferries  shall  have 
charge  Of  the  management  of  the  ferries.  It  says 
differently  in  regard  to  that  department,  as  it 
does  in  regard  to  several  others.  . 

Mr.  Parkinan — It  is  a  question  of  fair  interpre- 
tation whether  the  special  mention  in  section  4 
might  not  conflict  with  the  power  given  to  the 
Board  of  Directors.  In  the  original  ordinance 
there  is  a  special  provision  as  to  the  election  of 
Superintendent  which  gives  that  power  to  the 
directors.  I  have  been'  unable  to  find  it  in  the 
revised  ordinances.  I  should  like  to  bo  informed 
if  there  is  such  a  provision,  and  how  he  is  to  be 
elected. 


Mr.  Bailey— By  the  directors. 

Mr.  Parkinan—  Where  is  it  provided? 

Mr.  Bailey — Under  the  provision  that  they  shall 
have  general  supervision  of  that  department  and 
appoint  all  subordinate  officers.  The  committee 
have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  prescribe,  where 
a  board  have  charge  of  a  department,  that  they 
shall  have  authority  to  elect  a  superintendent 
and  clerk  or  any  of  those  minor  officers.  They 
are  to  have  the  general  care  and  management  of 
the  department,  and  the  only  thing  is  that  they 
shall  have  an  appropriation  from  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  do  so.  This  is  provided  for  by  requiring 
every  board  to  make  this  requisition  upon  the 
City 'Council  through  the  Auditor's  Department 
the  same  as  now. 

Mr.  Parkinan— Will  the  gentleman  explain  why 
the  general  principle  is  that  a_ny  special  provision 
should  be  omitted? 

Mr.  Bailey — It  is  only  a  minor  matter. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— Another  provision  iu 
the  old  ordinance  was  that  the  clerk  should  not 
be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The 
provision  in  the  revised  ordinances  is  tli^t  they 
shall  organize  with  a  clerk  who  need  not  be  a 
member  of  the  board.  Theie  is  a  substantial 
difference  between  organizing  with  a  clerk  who 
need  not,  and  with  one  who  shall  not,  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board.  The  clerk  is  a  salaiied  posi- 
tion. 1  do  not  wish  the  question  brought  in  here 
of  electing  a  member  of  that  board  with  a  chance 
that  he  may  be  chosen  to  a  salaried  position. 

Mr.  Bailey— If  the  gen  tinman  desires  me  to  an- 
swer him  here  I  will  cheerfully  do  so.  The  com- 
mittee did  that  advisedly.  It'was  the  only  sug- 
gestion from  the  Directors  of  the  Ferries  that 
there  was  any  difference  of  opinion  about  it.  We 
adopted  whatever  they  asked  except  this  one, 
and  it  being  simply  a  question  for  the  Council  to 
determine,  whether  it  would  adopt  the  principle 
of  allowing  the  directors  to  elect  one  of  their 
members  as  clerk,  we  thought  the  Council  could 
settle  it  themselves.  We  have  been  charged  with 
taking  away  powers  from  the  directors,  but  we 
have  given  them  greater  power.  If  they  are  ac- 
tuated with  a  proper  spirit  they  can  elect  one  of 
their  own  members  as  clerk.  It  has  been  often 
suggested  by  departments  that  they  would  like 
to  elect  one  of  their  number  clerk  and  make  him 
serve  without  pay.  If  the  board  cannot  be  trust- 
ed with  that  power,  let  the  Council  say  the  clerk 
shall  not  be  a  member  of  it,  and  that  is  an  end 
of  it. 

Mr.  Parkman — I  have  merely  stated  these 
changes,  not  with  a  view  of  discussing  the  gen- 
eral question,  but  in  furtherance  of  the  gentle- 
man's order  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  several 
committees.  I  think  the  general  plan  cf  the  re- 
vision has  been  to  generalize  the  ordinances.  I 
doubt  if  that  is  applicable  to  the  city,  and  it  is 
such  a  change  that  it  should  be  most  carefully 
considered;  and  with  the  mistakes  in  the  index 
which  I  have  shown,  and  which  the  gentlemen 
have  not  corrected,  I  think  we  are  not  in  a  posi- 
tion at  this  time  to  consider  the  matter  fully. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — The  Council  will  bear 
with  me  for  a  moment  for  stating  the  position  of 
these  ordinances.  In  June  of  this  year  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  were  instructed  to  prepare 
a  set  of  Revised  Ordinances.  A  majority  of  that 
committee  had  reported  against  it.  'Remarks 
were  made  upon  this  floor  by  one  of  my  asso- 
ciates upon  the  sub-committee  against  the  revi- 
sion, specially  urging  that  he  did  not  believe  in 
separating  the  ordinances  from  the  laws.  Other 
objections  were  raised.  The  Council  considered 
the  question  fully,  and  voted  almost  unanimously 
to  direct  the  committee  to  prepare  a  volume  of 
ordinances  separate  and  distinct  from  the  stat- 
utes. That  duty  was  imposed  upon  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  no  matter  whether  it  was 
against  their  belief  or  wish,  and  they  were  bound 
by  their  oaths  of  office  to  attend  'to  it.  I  have 
foregone  a  great  part  of  my  summer  vacation 
and  given  two  hours  a  day  during  August  and 
September  to  the  revision  of  these  ordinances,  in 
connection  with  my  colleagues,  Messrs. \\  hiimore 
and  Wharton.  We  have  done  the  best  we  could 
in  that  time,  and  we  ask  the  Council  to  be  as  hon- 
orable in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  we 
have  been  in  the  discharge  of  ours,  (live 
the  benefit  of  your  experience  of  the  past 
two  years.  It  is  the  duty  of  this  Council 
to  take  up  this  volume  chapter  by  chapter,  and  il 
there  is  any  section  not  proper,  to  give  the  city 
the  benefit  01  their  experience  and  suggest  ap 
propriate  changes,  When  that  is  done,  >i  it  is 
proper  to  refer  ihis  matter  to  the  next  Citv   Uov- 
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eminent,  then  I  shall  be  content:  but  I  say  this 
Council  ought  to  do  what  they  have  themselves 
Compelled  the  committee  to  do.  I  suppose  some 
mistakes  may  have  been  made.  But  1  ask  gentle- 
men'to  point  out  where  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  principles  governing  the  department.  As 
to  the  change  in  the  clerkship  of  the  Ferry  De- 
partment, that  is  a  matter  foi  thii  Council  to  de 
termine. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10 -Will  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  allow  me  to  ask  him  one  question? 
Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — Certainly. 
Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Whether  you  do  not 
understand  that  the  Directors  lor  East  Boston 
Ferries  objected  also  to  section  3— I  know  it  is 
now  in  a  modified  form — and  also  to  section  4  of 
chapter  2?    I  so  understood  it. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — What  was  the  objection 
they  raised  ? 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  think  they  did  not 
in  their  communication  go  into  it  in  detail;  but 
they  pointed  out  an  important  variation. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  —  1  will  say  in 
answer  to  that,  that  whatever  the  direc- 
tors suggested,  except  in  this  one  thing,  we 
adopted  their  suggestion,  i  do  not  think  the 
gentleman  can  mention  any  other  thing  that  the 
directors  suggested  which  we  did  not  accept.  I 
give  way  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  want  to  say  in  re- 
gard to  that  matter  that  the  revised  ordinances 
were  sent  to  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, and  he  was  given  three  days  in  which  to  re- 
ply. He  summoned  the  Board  of  Directors  very 
hurriedly  and  we  had  a  meeting  one  afternoon. 
We  considered  the  matter  hurriedly  and  pointed 
out  such  objections  as  we  could  find  in  a  two- 
hours'  session. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  would  like  to  ask 
whether  the  directors  did  not  set  from  this  com- 
mittee a  communication  from  a  sub-committee  in 
July. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— They  were  satisfied 
with  the  ordinances  as  they  were  then. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— They  stated  that  they 
did  not  receive  any  communication  whatever. 
We  waited  until  we  had  to  give  them  a  very  short 
time  to  give  us  an  answer.  They  gave  us  an  an- 
swer. And  1  will  say  that  between  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4, 
we  gave  their  report  a  most  caieful  considera- 
tion; and  we  only  neglected  to  adopt  this  sugges- 
tion of  theirs  which  involves  such  a  radical 
change  in  the  ordinance  that  we  did  not  think  we 
had  a  right  to  do  so  until  we  had  consulted  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  —  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  is  speaking  with  regard  to 
the  first  communication  sent  in  to  the 
Board  of  Directors.  That  circular  simply 
asked  if  the  board  had  any  changes  to 
suggest  to  the  present  ordinance  which  has  been 
read  bv  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  The  board 
naturally  made  no  reply.  When  the  revised  ordi- 
nances came  back  to  them  with  three  days'  notice 
they  had  to  make  such  a  reply  as  they  could  frame 
in  a  two-hours'  session. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  will  say  that  they  did 
not  ask  for  any  further  time  in  which  to  consider 
it.  They  simply  asked  to  come  before  the  com- 
mittee and  explain  these  other  changes  they  had 
made,  that  is  all.  They  did  not  say,  "We  would 
like  further  time  to  consider  it."  If  they  had 
taey  would  have  got  it.  All  they  had  to  do  was 
to  take  up  the  sections  relating  to  ferries  and 
compare  them;  and  I  will  submit  to  this  Council 
whether,  for  any  man  who  has  been  a  member  of 
that  board  for  a  year,  that  is  not  sufficient 
time  for  him  t)  say  whether  he  can  suggest  any- 
thing more. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— I  drew  up  the  report 
of  the  board  to  the  sub-committee,  and  the  last 
words  of  that  report,  if  I  remember  rig  tly,  after 
stating  three  objections,  were,  "and  tor  other 
reasons  which  the  Committee  upon  Ferries  will 
submit  to  the  Committee  on  Revised  Ordinances." 
Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— So  far  as  this  is  concern- 
ed, here  is  the  matter  as  we  present  it  here.  And 
I  move,  as  an  amendment  to  the  order  which  has 
been  offered,  that  the  Council  take  the  revised  or- 
dinances up  chapter  by  chapter  and  consider 
them. 

The  President — The  motion  really  before  the 
Council  is  the  motion  to  refer  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— Then  I  will  say  in  answer 
to  that,  that  it  this  motion  is  voted  down,  I  shall 
then  move  that  the  Council  take  the  ordinances 
up  chapter  by  chapter  and  go  through  with  them, 


because,  as  I  said  before,  the  committee  are  enti- 
tled to  have  the  matter  fairly  considered,  after 
they  have  given  the  time  to  it  which  they  have. 
The  subject  is  likewise  entitled  to  have 
the  benefit  of  each  member  of  the  City 
Government  ir  the  work  of  revising  these 
ordinances.  As  has  well  been  pointed  out,  this  is 
a  matter  that  is  entirely  different  from  anything 
that  has  been  undertaken  heretofore.  And  it 
any  gentleman  will  go  through  with  that  mass  of 
rubbish  they  have  got  in  the  volume  of  1876,  and 
will  compare  that  with  the  work  of  this  commit- 
tee, imperfect  as  that  work  is— and  I  acknowl- 
edge it  to  be  imperfect;  there  is  no  doubt  of 
it;  we  have  been  obliged  to  steal  time 
from  our  occupations  to  do  it:  but  it  is 
a  thousand  times  better  than  that  heap 
of  stuff  that  you  have  there.  And  if  any  one 
claims  that  he  can  refer  to  that  volume  of  1876 
and  get  information  out  of  it  quicker  than  out  of 
this,  that  statement  is  unwise  and  absurd,  in  the 
language  of  the  minority  report.  Now  I  say  that 
the  committee  of  the  City  Government  have  un- 
dertaken to  give  a  better  edition,  and  I  say  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Council  to  forward  them  in  their 
work. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  am  not  any  fonder 
of  sitting  up  all  night  than  any  other  member  of 
this  Council,  and  there  are  many  points  which 
the  sub-committee  have  brought  forward  in 
this  revision  with  which  1  do  not  agree.  If 
no  one  else  should  see  fit  to  offer  various  amend- 
ments, I  shall  do  so  myself.  But  I  must  say  I 
do  think  that  tnis  committee  is  entitled  to 
a  hearing.  This  committee  were  all  of  them 
not  very  anxious  to  do  this  work.  It  had  certain- 
ly been  a  work  of  very  considerable  moment,  and 
one  which  must  have  occupied  a  great  deal  of 
their  time.  To  let  them  come  in  at  the  last  mo- 
ment and  then  to  practically  knock  the  whole 
matter  in  the  head  by  referring  it  to  a  committee, 
is  simply  to  turn  it  over  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment. And  I  must  say  I  do  not  think  you 
treat  these  gentleman  in  a  way  that  so 
much  work  fairly  demands.  If  we  don't  like  the 
ordinances  we  can  vote  them  down  after  the 
whole  thing  has  been  gone  through  with;  but  to 
simply  flatten  it  out  by  the  first  vote  we  take,  I 
do  not  think  to  be  fair.  I  think  the  suggestion  is 
thoroughly  proper ;  if  this  Council  makes  amend- 
ments to  these  ordinances  and  passes  them  to  a 
second  reading,  there  will  be  ample  time  for  any 
committee  of  the  City  Council  to  go  to 
the  head  of  their  department,  if  they  are 
not  prepared  to  speak  tonight,  and  get  all  the  in- 
formation they  require  without  delay.  I  dislike 
to  differ  with  my  colleague  from  Ward  9,  but  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  do  so  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  am  very  much 
obliged  for  what  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  think 
that  the  committee  are  entitled  to  fair 
play.  The  Council,  perhaps  thoughtlessly,  but 
certainly  by  a  very  large  majority,  voted  that 
this  question  should  be  submitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  and  that  the  revision  should 
be  reported  by  the  first  of  October  to  the  Council. 
I  do  not  suppose  they  realized  at  that  time  the 
amount  of  work  that  it,  involved.  But  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  now  offer  tj  tne  Council 
the  revision,  having  done  their  work,  though 
a  great  many  of  them  were  loth  to  do 
it.  I  for  one  expostulated  at  the  time  that  the 
order  was  first  introduced— I  believe  I  was  the 
only  one  that  did  so.  I  expostulated  at  the 
time  against  this  matter  being  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  I  knew  what  the  work 
would  be,  and  I  did  not  think  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  was  the  proper  body  to  deal  with 
the  subject.  But  the  Couucil  voted,  it  appeared 
to  me  at  the  time,  almost  unanimously  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  should  do  this;  so  near- 
ly unanimously  that  I  hesitated  to  doubt  the  vote 
and  call  for  a  rising  vote,  and  did  not  do  it,  be- 
cause it  seemed  to  me  that  there  would  be 
but  one  voice  in  support  of  my  own. 
Well,  now  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  have 
doue/heir  work,  and  it  has  been  a  laborious  one; 
and  I  think  that  we,  as  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  have  the  right  to  ask  you  to 
do  your  fair  share  i  i  the  matter.  I  think,  as  has 
been  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4, 
onerous  as  it  may  be,,  and  difficult  as  It 
may  be  for  you  to  face  it,  I  think  it  is 
right  for  you  to  go  through  these  ordinan- 
ces, chapter  by  chapter,  raise  your  objections, 
and  offer  your  amendments.  The  committee,  as 
has  been  said    by  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward    12 
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ar«  only  too  ready  to  receive  any  amendment  and 
any  suggestion  They  wo  ilcl  like  these  ordi- 
nances picked  to  pieces,  piece  by  piece,  and  con- 
sidered carefully.  They  would  be  ready  to  debate 
every  word  of  these  ordinances,  and  if  it  were 
shown  to  them  that  they  were  improperly  drawn 
they  would  be  delighted  to  have  them  corrected. 
But,  as  I  have  said  before,  I  think  we, 
as  members  of  theJCommtttee  on  Ordinances, 
have  the  right  to  ask  you  now,  at  this  time,  to 
give  your  work  and  your  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, which  we  have  'labored  with  so  this  sum- 
mer. 1  do  not  want  to  keep  any  means  of  im- 
provement from  this  Council.  I  want  to  have 
a  fair  hearing  upon  every  matter.  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  that  these  ordinances  should 
go  to  the  committees  on  the  various  de- 
partments if  there  was  any  necessity  for 
it.  But  if  these  chapters  wer^  referred  to  the 
committees  on  the  various  departments,  what 
would  be  the  result?  The  committees  get  all  their 
information  from  the  heads  of  departments— 
every  bit  of  it.  Wh<*t  have  we  done  ?  We  have 
consulted  these  heads  of  departments  twice.  We 
have  asked  them  in  the  first  place  for  suggestions, 
and  they  scorned  us — they  paid  no  attention  to  us. 
As  it  was  very  well  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9,  they  paid  us  no  attention,  because  they  were 
satisfied  with  the  existing  ordinances.  They 
knew  at  that  time  that  we  were  instructed  to 
make  a  revision  of  the  ordinances  and  were  in 
need  of  such  corrections  as  they  could  suggest; 
and  yet  they  let  us  stay  there  in 'the  dark  and  did 
not  '  offer  one  single  suggestion.  And 
then  we  were  foiced,  finally,  to  send  a  com- 
munication asking  them  to  criticise  the 
ordinances  as  we  had  drawn  them.  We  gave 
them  perhaps  a  short  time  in  which  to  do  it, 
but  we  were  forced  to  do  so.  The  Council  had 
called  upon  us  to  make  our  report  on  the  1st 
of  October,  and  there  we  were  in  November. 
We  were  sorry  for  it,  but  we  were  forced  to 
give  them  short  time.  They  sent  their  sugges- 
tions, and  we  fairly  considered  them.  But 
that  has  already  been  gone  over  with  by  the  p;en- 
tlemen  from  Ward  12  and  Ward  4.  Now,  I  say  if  we 
refer  this  again  to  the  committee  of  the  several  de- 
partments, it  will  be  simply  referring  the  question 
again  to  the  heads  of  departments.  Toe  lira- 
hers  of  the  committees  of  all  the  departments  are 
here.  They  can  make  their  suggestions,  th  y  can 
make  their  criticisms  just  as  well  here  as  they 
could  if  they  met  together  down  stairs.  If  we 
want  the  advice  of  departments  we  have  got  it, 
and  we  can  give  it  fair  consideration.  If  the  mem- 
bers of  the  several  committees  want  to  make  sug- 
gestions, they  are  here  now.  Let  them  give  them  to 
us.  Notv, gentlemen,  I  do  not  want  to  push  the  mat- 
ter. I  do  not  want  to  seem  to  lay  any  great  stress 
upon  the  work  1  have  done  or  the  work  the  com- 
mittee has  done;  but  we  have  doi.e  our  work,  and 
I  think  we  have  a  right  to  ask  you  to  do  yours. 
It  is  not  a  thing  we  put  upon  ourselves;  it  is  a 
thing  you  put  upon  Ub. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  have  but  a  word  to 
say.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11, 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  that  it  is  proper  for 
the  Council  to  look  into  tLis  matter,  and  take 
action  upon  it.  1  do  not  think  that  any  member 
of  the  Council  intends  or  desires  any  un- 
fairness in  i's  treatment  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances.  The  question  sim- 
ply is,  How  ?  And  I  must  disclaim  any 
desire  to  "kill''— as  has  been  suggested— this 
measure,  and  I  think  my  course  up  to  this  time 
will  bear  me  out  in  sajing  if.  What  I  was  about 
to  say  was  this,  What  is  the  proper  way  for  the 
Council  to  treat  this  matter  V  How  does  it  usual- 
ly treat  a  matter  of  this  kind  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances V  Certainly  by  its  committees.  I 
therefore  agree  that  this  order  would  be  a  very 
proper  one  to  pass.  The  gentleman  from  Waul  1 
has  suggested  that  the  committees  might  assume 
to  look  alter  the  matter  themselves,  but  a  com- 
mittee is  not  authorized  to  work  until  it  is  or- 
dered to  do  so  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Kailey  of  Ward  4— Pardon  me  one  moment. 
Alter  looking  at  the  order  as  offered,  I  will  say 
this,  that  if  this  order  is  voted  down,  at  the 
proper  time  1  will  oiler  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  committees  on  the  several 
departments  consider  the  several  chapters  ot  tho 
revised  ordinances  relating  to  their  several  de- 
partments, and  make  such  suggestions  as  they 
may  deem  proper. 

That  will  still  keep  these  ordinances  in  the 
hands  of  tho  Council  for  their  consideration,  and 
at  the  same  time  it  will  give  the  gentlemen  of 


departments  and  all  the  committees  all  the  time 
they  want. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— It  does  not  seem  to 
me  that  is  a  proper  or  business-like  way  to  man- 
age the  matter,  for  the  reason  which  1  have  just 
stated.  Now  I  am  perfectly  fair  and 
candid— I  hope  it  is  not  necessary  lor  me 
to  make  the  assertion  —  in  the  position 
which  I  have  taken.  This  matter  of  ordinances, 
as  has  been  suggested,  is  a  very  important  one, 
and  1  would  like  to  say  just  one  word  in  regard  to 
the  statement  of  the  City  Solicitor,  to  which  ref- 
erence has  already  been  made.  The  City  Solicitor 
appeared  before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
and  the  question  was  asked  him  if  he  found  any- 
thing illegal  in  these  new  chapters.  1  think  he 
stated  that  he  did  not.  I  asked  this  ques- 
tion of  him,  'Have  you  examined  this  and 
compared  it  (the  new  matter)  with  the 
several  subjects  to  which  it  is  made  to  apply.  He 
said  that  he  had  not,  and  that  it  would  require 
considerable  time  to  do  so.  Now,  inasmuch  as 
the  matter  which  is  suggested  is  new,  and  as  I 
claim  it  is  of  great  importance  that  the  compari- 
son should  be  made,  I  think  that  further  exami- 
nation is  absolutely  necessary,  and  that  we  can- 
not soberly  adopt  these  ordinances  until  such  fur- 
ther examination  has  been  made.  And  I  am 
qute  aware  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety  in  the  different  departments  and  in  the 
different  boards  that  we  may  pass  something 
which  will  be  injurious,  I  know  that  I  have  been 
spoken  to  by  a  representative  of  the  East  Boston 
ferries  and  by  a  representative  of  the  City  Hospi- 
tal, and  I  know  that  the  leeling  is  quite  general 
that  we  cannot  act  salely  unless  we  act  more  care- 
fully. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—11  I  understand  the 
matter  now  tbe  question  is  on  referring  all  these 
chapters  back  to  the  respective  committees.  As 
it  has  been  already  stated  by  my  colleagues,  I  ob- 
ject to  it  because  it  is  sufficiently  apparent  to  any 
man  that  it  will  simply  result  in  killing  the  mat- 
ter for  a  year.  I  wish  to  make  one  statement  in 
regard  to  the  committee's  work  thatthe  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  war- 
rant me  in  making:  This  work  was 
ready— 1  had  charge  of  the  printing  of  it— 
the  work  was  ready  for  the  15th  of  October;  sub- 
stantially the  work  was  done,  and  it  would  have 
been  in  position  to  have  been  revised  by  the 
Council.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  was  the 
man  that  fought  it  all  the  wiy  through.  I  came 
into  that  committee  with  the  report  in  print, 
ready  to  be  submitted  to  the  Council.  A  vote 
was  taken  that  we  report  it  and  put  it  in  on  a  cer- 
tain day — one  week  from  that  day.  In  a  mo- 
ment of  weakness,  as  a  matter  of  consid- 
eration to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
I  moved,  myself,  to  extend  the  time  for  a  fort- 
night. When  the  time  came  around,  having  an 
accidental  majority  on  his  side,  the  gentleman 
said  he  wanted  to  have  the  matter  examined  by 
the  departments.  I  objected,  on  the  ground  of 
delay. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  rise  to  a  point  of  order 
—that  what  takes  place  in  the  committee  room  is 
not  a  proper  subject  to  comment  upon  here. 

The  Pres. dent — The  gentleman's  point  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  is 
unfair  in  raising  a  poiut  of  this  kind  after  so 
much  has  been  said  about  committees. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  did  not  know  what  was 
going  on.  [  was  in  consultation  with  the  Chair- 
man at  the  time. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  believe  I  have  the 
right  to  state  the  facts,  to  prevent  misrepresenta- 
tion of  the  report.  I  have  not  given  any  secrets 
of  the  committee,  and  I  shall  not  disclose  any- 
thing which  has  connection  with  the  committee 
or  with  tbe  members;  but  I  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  this  is  no  time  to  apply  the  rules  of 
the  Euglish  House  ol  Lords  in  this  Coun- 
cil. The  records  of  its  committees  are 
the  property  of  tbe  Council,  which  may 
be  examined  by  any  member,  I  do  not 
propose  to  go  outside  of  tin'  rules  oi  the  Coun- 
cil; but  I  desire  to  state  again  '.be  reasons  why  I 
have  not  complied  with  the  order  of  the  Council 
to  report  on  the  first  of  October.  When  (he  mat- 
ter came  before  the  committee  to  be  reported  on 
on    that  day,  a  motion  was  made  which  Stands  on 

the  records  ol  the  committee,  thai  the  opinion  of 
the  heads  of  departments  be  taken.  As  I 
have  already  stated,  the  circulars  were  sent. 
10  the  heads  ol  depart  incuts  and  we  have 
received   their  report.     With   regard  to  what  the 
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gentleman  has  already  stated  as  to  the  opinion  of 
the  City  Solicitor,  1  claim  and  insist  that  I  have 
the  right  to  correct  that  gentleman's  statement. 
I  believe  lie  had  a  perfect  right  to  make  it.  That 
statement  was  part  of  what  the  City  solicitor 
stated— that  he  had  not  examined  all  of  these  or- 
dinances to  see  what  would  lie  the  effect  of  any 
changes.  But  the  question  was  then  put  to  the 
City  Solicitor  whether  he  had  ever  examined  the 
existing  volume  of  1876,  and  he  said  he  had  not:  he 
had  never  given  it  any  attention  whatever.  He  said 
he  was  not  consulted  in  tne  preparation  of  that 
volume,  Mr.  Bugbee  came  into  his  office  occa- 
sionally and  asked  him  a  question,  but  that  he 
had  never  examined  it  from  that  time  on  ;  he  had 
never  had  occasion  to  examine  it.  I  think  that 
fully  meets  rhe  point  that  these  points  have  been 
as  well  considered  as  they  have  ever  been  by  any 
City  Solicitor  or  any  other  parties.  We  pass  or- 
dinances to  meet  certain  cases.  The  City  Solici- 
tor is  not  invited  to  revise  them.  He 
brings  them  up  in  court  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  plead  them,  ana  not  otherwise.  The 
point  I  wish  to  make  is  this:  The  reference  to 
committees  will  simply  amount  to  delay.  If  the 
Council  wishes  to  avoid  responsibility,  1  claim  it 
would  be  more  dignified,  and  certainly  treating 
the  committee  with  a  little  more  fairness,  if  they 
would  vote  distinctly  to  refer  it  to  the  next  City 
Government,  on  the  ground  that  the  other  ordi- 
nances in  1876  were  not  reported  for  the  first  time 
on  the  14th  of  December;  that  this  Council  pro- 
poses to  shirk  its  duty  and  let  it  go  by  default. 
Our  docket  is  pretty  well  cleared.  We  have  three 
or  four  more  meetings  this  year,  and  we  can  have 
adjourned  meetings  as  many  as  we  want.  If  the 
Council  wish  to  examine  the  work  of  the  commit- 
tee, they  have  got  time,  and  I  may  say  the  ability, 
to  scrutinize  these  ordinances.  And  if  there  are 
errors  in  them,  I  feel  from  the  bottom  of  my  soul 
they  will  prove  to  be  existing  errors  in  the  pres- 
ent ordinances,  which  ought  to  be  corrected.  In 
regard  to  the  matter  of  variations,  I  am  willing 
to  confess  the  error  which  I  have  already  stated 
took  place  in  preparing  this  book.  ButI  want  also 
to  pay  that  while  it  is  very  easy  to  find  a  clerical 
error  or  mistake  in  the  revision,  the  gentlemen 
must  remember  there  was  some  labor  expended 
in  preparing  it.  I  prepared  it  myself,  and  it  took 
a  good  many  hours'  work.  I  then  handed  it  to 
the  Clerk  of  Committees,  and  he  and  his  assist- 
ants went  through  and  checked  it.  I  believe  it 
was  as  free  from  errors  as  any  such  book  could 
be  at  the  time  it  was  prepared.  That  was  pre- 
pared from  the  first  draft  of  ordinances;  and 
after  that,  owing  to  reasons  I  have  explained,  the 
committee  kept  on  in  session  trying  to  make  all 
possible  corrections.  And,  therefore,  I  must 
confess  that  this  does  not  exactly  represent  the 
state  of  affairs.  Why  did  we  submit  it,  then? 
Just  because,  in  most  cases,  it  is  a  perfect  guide. 
We  expected  we  were  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
get  up  here  and  explain  every  section,  every 
chapter  of  the  new  ordinances,  and  to  answer  all 
questions.  Now,  I  wish  the  Council  to  under- 
stand this:  Here  is  one  case  brought  tip, 
the  strongest  case,  1  believe,  that 
could  be  found  —  the  case  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ferries.  When  that  list  was  pre- 
pared and  examined  by  the  Clerk  of  Cmuunttees, 
his  statements  were  exactly  correct.  Then  a 
delay  having  been  made  and  the  department  hav- 
ing been  requested  to  send  in  their  suggestions, 
we  received  this  suggestion  and  we  altered  chap- 
ter 39  Wr,  cut  out  one  section  of  this,  and  I  do 
not  know  bat  more;  and  that  is  the  reason,  that 
we  brought  it  down  into  smaller  compass,  that 
there  seems  to  be  a  discrepancy  between  the  two. 
All  that,  ot  course,  would  have  been  explained 
when  we  had  reached  it.  Here  is  a  whole  chap- 
ter on  ferries,  amounting  to  ten  sections  and  cov- 
ering six  pases  and  a-half — seven  pages  in  print 
there.  We  have  reduced  it  down  to  just  one 
page;  and  I  defy  any  gentleman  who  has  present- 
ed the  case  of  the  directors  to  rise  here  and  point 
out  anything  we  have  omitted  that  ought  to  stay 
— any  change  we  have  made  in  the  principle  of 
the  department — anything,  in  fact,  to  substan- 
tiate the  claim  that  these  old  seven  pages 
are  a  better  document  for  the  city,  or 
a  more  convenient  thing  for  a  man  to  examine, 
than  the  one  page  that  we  have  submitted.  It  is 
useless  to  talk  about  referring  the  matter  to  the 
committee.  The  eentleman,  who  is  perfectly 
competent  on  that  subject,  is  fully  as  capable  to 
examine  the  matter  as  they  are.  Now  I  say  when 
it  comes  to  chapter  39,  let  the  gentleman  rise  and 
say   where    there  is    anything  wrong    on    that 


one  page,  and  we  shall  raise  no  objec- 
tion to  any  correction  that  the  Council 
wishes  to  make.  But  what  folly  it  is,  it  seems  to 
me,  to  say  that  when  we  have  reduced  it  to  one 
page  it  is  better  to  keep  the  old  chapter  of  six  or 
seven  pages.  And  this  is  where  our  case  is  weak- 
est, because  there  are  so  many  changes  and  the 
matter  is  so  easily  explained.  If  the  gentleman 
will  take  up  some  of  the  old  chapters^  chapters 
full  of  nonsense,  and  let  us  compare  these 
and  rest  our  case  on  them,  I  believe  we 
could  convince  the  Council  in  a  minute 
by  reading  our  section  and  then  reading  the  old 
section.  Now,  I  wish  to  refer  to  one  important 
case  in  our  chapter  in  regard  to  city  ordinances, 
because  there  is  a  case  wh»re  the  matter  is  con- 
trary to  law.  It  comes  under  the  head  of  Con- 
tracts, if  I  remember  rightly,  and  is  found  on 
page  207.    As  it  stands  now  it  reads— 

"ATI  contracts,  agreements,  purchases  and 
sales  made  contrary  to  the  preceding  section  shall 
be  utterly  void  at  rhe  pleasure  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil; and  no  bill  against  the  city,  arising  out  of, 
or  connected  with,  any  such  contract,  agreement, 
purchase  or  sale  shall  be  approved  by  any  com- 
mittee, passed  by  ihe  Auditor,  or  paid  by  the 
Treasurer,  unless  approved  and  allowed  by  ex- 
press vote  of  the  City  Council." 

The  preceding  section  is  this: 

"No  member  of  the  City  Council,  no  member  of 
any  board,  and  no  individual  chosen  by  the  City 
Council,  or  by  ether  branch  thereof ,  shall  be  in- 
terested in  a  private  capacity,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, in  any  contract  or  agreement  for  labor,  or 
for  any  materials,  goods,  wares  or  merchandise 
furnished  to  the  city,  wherein  the  city  is  a  party 
interested,  unless  the  same  be  expressly  author- 
ized to  he  made  and  entered  into  with  such  mem- 
ber by  some  ordinance  or  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil." 

That  is  the  way  the  ordinance  stands,  and  that 
is  contrary  to  law  at  the  present  time.  The  law 
was  reported,  and  there  the  matter  stands— a 
trap  for  every  member  of  the  City  Government. 
And  I  believe  that  there  have  been  repeated  in- 
stances in  which  members  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment relied  upon  that  ordinance,  and 
made  a  great  mistake  in  making  contracts 
directly  or  indirectly  with  the  City  Govern- 
ment. Now  it  seems  to  me  we  could 
much  better  rest  our  case  upon  a  matter  like  that. 
There  is  a  case  where  the  ordinance  stands  in  de- 
fiance of  law,  and  in  bringing  members  of  the 
City  Government  into  constant  error  where  they 
are  liable  by  law  to  be  punished.  It  seems  to  me 
that  a  thing  like  that  can  be  set  against  one  or 
two  objections  which  can  be  raised.  I  will  take 
another  thing  that  comes  to  my  mind.  We  have 
under  the  head  of  Streets,  I  believe,  a  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  porticos.  There  it 
stands  that  no  portico  or  bay  window  shall  be 
built  over  the  street;  and  if  built,  shall  be  re- 
moved by  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
And  people  have  gone  on  for  years  putting  them 
up  and  nobody  seems  to  have  noticed  the  fact 
that  in  1877  a  law  was  passed  expressly  repealing 
the  power.  I  bring  these  up  because  they  are 
strong  cases  in  our  favor.  If  you  will  give"  us  a 
chance,  we  will  undertake  to  show  you  how 
good  work  we  have  done.  Our  successors 
are,  of  course,  going  to  revise  ordinances  and 
pass  ordinances;  but  we  can  show  you  some  very 
strong  cases,  I  believe,  in  behalf  of  this  report. 
To  submit  it  now  to  the  various  committees 
means  this:  If  we  pass  that  tonight  we  have  got 
to  go  up  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  then  jou 
know— every  member  on  a  joint  c  mmittee  knows 
what  it  is— it  rests  on  the  contingencies  aud  the 
pleasure  of  the  Chairman,  who  is  an  Alderman, and 
nearly  every  Alderman  is  chairman  of  half  a 
dozen  committees,  or  has  to  serve  on  them.  We 
have  often  found  it  impossible  to  do  committee 
work  because  the  Aldermen  are  wanted  all  over 
the  building.  And  who  imagines  or  expects  that 
these  committees  can  get  together  between  now 
and  the  end  of  the  year,  and  give  proper  and  care- 
ful attention  to  these  ordinances?  The  fact  it  that 
the  superintendents  are  simply  the  heads  of  de- 
partments; and  they  have  all  examined  these  ordi- 
nances and  examined  in  detail.  I  would  not  care 
a  straw  for  the  head  ot  a  department  who  does 
not  know  his  own  ordinances  so  well  that  he 
could  not  in  a  day' give  a  perfect  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  a  proposed  revision.  But  the  fact  I  have 
already  stated  is  that  twenty-one  heads  of  de- 
partments, including  every  important  depart- 
ment except  that  of  water,  has  sent  in  his  opin- 
ion, and  they  are  embodied  in  these  ordinances. 
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Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  have  no  desire  to  kill 
this  matter,  but  I  do  think,  as  I  stated  before,  that 
this  is  something  that  ought  not  to  be  acted  upon 
hastily.  1  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will 
admit  that  if  it  was  proposed  to  make  a  change  in 
any  ordinance  of  any  department  he 
would  say  it  was  not  anything  more 
than  right  or  fair  that  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  that  department. 
And  I  do  think  that  these  ordinances  ought  to  be 
considered  by  the  several  joint  standing  commit- 
tees. But  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  members 
present  to  accept  the  order  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  with- 
draw my  order  and  let  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
4  offer  his;  but  before  doing  so  I  would  like  to 
ask  if  there  is  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  Baiiey  of  Ward  4-1  would  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  24  that  it  will  lie  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  offer  this  substitute  at  the  present 
time,  while  these  ordinances  are  under  considera- 
tion. 

The  President— There  is  a  quorum  present. 
The  question  before  the  Count.il  is  the  motion 
to  refer  the  ordinances  relating  to  thp  several  de- 
partments to  the  several  joint  standing  commit- 
tees, and  the  other  ordinances  to  the  City  Solic- 
itor for  consideration  ano  report. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24 — I  will  withdraw  that 
motion  in  order  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
may  offer  bis  order  at  the  proper  time. 

The  President  stated  the  question  to  be  upon 
ordering  to  a  second  reading  the  proposed  ordi- 
nances. 

Mr.  bailey  of  Ward  4—1  now  move  that  these 
ordinances  be  taken  up  chapter  by  chapter. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 -I  would  ask  if  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  that 
they  shall  be  taken  up  tonight,  or  if,  when  they 
are  taken  up,  we  shall  complete  the  work  ? 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — My  intention  is  that  they 
shall  be  taken  up  tonight,  and  whenever  the 
Council  gets  tired  of  considering  them  we  can 
put  them  over,  in  order  that  we  may  go  through 
as  far  as  we  see  fit  with  the  first  reading.  Then 
if  they  are  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  they  can 
be  printed  over  again. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  think  wi-  shall  save 
time  by  omitting  to  do  that.  The  orders,  as  I  un- 
derstand then),  will  take  their  second  reading  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council.  In  the  mean- 
time the  committees  will  have  notice  of  this  or- 
der which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  proposes 
to  offer,  and  if  they  have  any  suggestions  to  make 
that  will  be  the  time  when  they  will  offer  them1, 
aDd  they  can  be  considered  at  the  same  time  we 
consider  the  ordinances. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— I  have  no  objection  to 
that,  and  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  ordinances  were  then  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  then  offered  his  order  that 
the  committee  of  the  several  departments  consid- 
er the  several  chapters  in  the  revised  ordinances 
relating  to  their  several  departments  and  make 
such  suggestion  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  would  suggest  that 
they  be  requested  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  have  become  tired  of 
hearing  things  put  in  this  way— requesting  them 
to  do  it.  The  committees  to  which  1  belong  are 
instruments  of  this  body  and  servants  of  it. 
When  we  are  directed  to  do  a  tiling  we  do  it.  We 
do  not  request  them  to  do  a  thing;  we  order  them 
to  do  it. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
up. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  BASIN. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Water 
requesting  an  appropriation  of  $55,000  for  the 
Boston  Water  Board,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
surveys,  etc,  and  for  purchasing  land  for  an 
additional  basin  lor  the  storage  of  the  Sudbury 
River  water,  would  respectfully  report  the  ac- 
companying order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Henry  F.  Coe. 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board,  under 
authority  of  chapter  177  of  the  acts  of  1872,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  the  city  of  Boston  to 
obtain  an  additional  supply  of  pure  water,"  be 
and  it  is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  or  take 
the  necessary  land  for  a  fourth  basin  for  the  stor- 


ing and  purifying  the  water  of  the  Sudbury 
River  and  its  tributaries,  and  for  that  purpose 
and  for  making  the  necessary  borings,  examina- 
tions and  surveys  to  determine  where  such  basin 
shall  be  located,  the  sum  of  §55,000  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated; said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appropriation  for  Additional  Supply  of 
Water. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  the  itile  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  order  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  called  for  some  explana- 
tion in  regard  to  the  necessity  for  the  additional 
water  basin. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  think  the  gentleman  will 
admit  the  necessity.  He  probably  knows  that  the 
large  consumption  of  water  has  been  increasing, 
and  of  the  shortness  of  the  supply  this  fall.  He 
may  not  know  that  the  Water  Hoard  have  been 
obliged  to  purchase  two  large  pumps  in  order 
that  the  city  may  not  be  short  of  water,  which  it 
was  intended  to  put  into  Lake  Cochituate  in 
order  that  the  supply  may  he  kept  up.  We  have 
been  using  about  30,000,000  gallons  a  day,  about 
half  drawn  from  Sudbury  River  and  half  from 
Lake  Cochituate.  Along  in  October,  before 
we  bad  any  rains,  the  supply  was  getting  low; 
there  was  no  water  to  stand  in  tlin  basin  and  be- 
come purified.  If  the  rains  had  not  come  as 
soon  as  they  did,  the  city  would  have  been  much 
worse  off  than  it  was.  The  Water  Hoard  would 
have  had  to  pumo  the  supply  from  the  Sudbury 
River  Basins.  "When  the  Sudbury  River  system  was 
started  it  was  a  part  of  the  pian  to  put  in  seven 
or  eight  basins.  They  have  saved  enough  on  the 
construction  of  the  works  to  allow  the  construc- 
tion of  this  basin  in  addition  to  the  three  already 
built.  They  wish  to  take  this  money  and  see 
where  it  is  advisable  to  locate  the  basin.  It 
would  he  improper  for  me  to  state  where  they 
wish  to  buy  the  land.  They  wish  the  power,  so 
that  when  they  can  lay  their  hands  on  a  piece  of 
property  and  buy  it  at  a  fair  market  price,  they 
can  do  so.  A  report  recommending  this  was  sent 
to  the  Council  two  years  ago,  but  never  acted 
upon.  Recently  they  sent  in  another  communica- 
tion ana  this  report  is  the  result.  If  this  order  is 
passed  they  will  take  a  few  thousand  dollars  and 
sound  the  country  round  about  there  and  see 
whe<e  it  is  expedient  to  erect  a  dam.  If  they  find 
an  opportunity  to  buy  land  cheap,  as  has  been  oc- 
casionally offered  to  them,  they  propose  to  do  so 
with  this  money.  When  they  find  such  a  location, 
then  they  will  come  in  and  ask  for  an  appropria- 
tion to  cover  the  cost.  I  think  the  gentleman 
will  have  no  objection  to  the  order.  He  will  have 
ample  opportunity  to  vote  upon  the  erection  of 
another  basin. 

The  order  was  passed.  Subsequently  Mr.  Coe 
moved  a  reconsideration, hoping  it  would  not  pre- 
vail.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  D-STREET  EXTENSION. 
Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
asking  for  an  appropriation  of  5555.000  for  the  ex- 
tension of  U  street  under  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
track,  South  Boston,  would  respectfully  report 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  of  the  next  City  Council.  Your  commit- 
tee, in  coming  to  this  conclusion,  would  remark 
that  it  has  been  the  well-established  policy  of  the 
city  for  some  years  not  to  borrow  money"  for  im- 
provements like  the  one  contemplated;  "that  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  represents  that  it  would  not 
be  safe  at  this  tone  to  take  the  amount  from  any 
appropriation  made  tor  this  financial  year,  but 
that  it.  possibly  can  be  done  at  a  later  date:  that 
there  will  be  no  delay  in  accompli-hing  the  work 
to  be  done  by  the  postponement,  of  the  question 
oi  providing  the  means,  fur  it  cannot  be  prose- 
cuted advantageously  before  the  coming  spring. 
For  the  Committee, 

Henry  F.  Coe. 
The   report   was   accepted.      Mr.   Coe  moved    a 
reconsideration,   hoping    it    would    not    prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

llONI)    AND    INTEREST    CLERK. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  0  submitted  the  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  138) 

The  Committee  on  Accounts,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  ol  the  report  ol  the  Comunil  tee  on 
the  Treasury  Department  (Citv  Doc.  120)  as  recom- 
mends that  bunds,  notes  and  interest  should  bo 
verified  in  the  office  oi  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
as  in  the  case  of  other  payments,  would  respect 
fully  report  that   they    have  given  the   subject 
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proper  consideration  and  consulted  with  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  iu  relation  to  the  same,  and  are 
in  favor  of  the  change,  it  being  a  step  to  a  more 
strict  accountability  than  has  heretofore  been  pur- 
sued. It  will  at  once  be  perceived  that  additional 
responsibility  and  labor  will  be  placed  on  the  Au- 
ditor, as  all  payments  for  debt  and  interest  will 
be  made  by  check,  direct  on  the  Treasurer,  by  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts. 

The  change,  the  Auditor  states,  will  necessitate 
the  employment  of  an  additional  clerk  in  his 
office,  to  have  exclusive  charge  of  chose  payments, 
and  more  office  room  will  be  required  for  the 
proper  transaction  of  the  husiness  of  the  depart- 
ment and  furni-h  the  necessary  accommodation 
for  the  public.  Your  committee  fully  indorse 
these  requests,  and  clearly  see  that  the  change 
cannot  be  made  until  they  are  granted.  The  room 
now  occupied  by  the  Auditor  is  illy  fitted  for  the 
proper  auditing  of  the  accounts  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  affording  suitable  accommodations 
to  the  gi  eat  number  ©f  citizens  doing  business 
with  the  office  at  the  present  time,  let  alone  the 
increased  business  which  will  be  brought  to  it  by 
the  change  desired. 

Your  committee  would  state  that  in  relation 
to  the  additional  room  required,  they  are  of  the 
opinion  that  it  can  be  procured  on  the  main  or 
entrance  floor  of  City  Hall,  by  removing  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Police  and  all  police  officers  to 
the  building  in  which  the  Police  Commissioners 
are  located,  with  a  change  of  the  remaining  occu- 
pants of  that  floor.  In  all  the  principal  cities  of 
the  Union  the  Police  Commissioners  and  all 
officers  connected  with  the  central  headquarters 
are  located  together  in  one  building.  The  Police 
Commissioners  have  sole  control  and  direction  of 
the  Police  Department,  and  it  would  seem  emi- 
nently proper  that  they  should  all  be  located  in 
one  place  for  the  efficiency  „f  the  service. 

In  accordance  with  these  views  your  committee 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  or- 
ders for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  reforms 
mentioned,  as  early  as  practicable. 

For  the  Committee, 

„  _,       ,  „  M.  S.  Greexough. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  here- 
tofore granted  to  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  for 
clerk  hire,  such  additional  amount  be  allowed  as 
he  shall  require  for  the  balance  of  the  financial 
year,  at  a  rate  not  exe  =  eding  two  thousand  (2000) 
dollars  per  annum  from  the  date  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bond  and  interest  clerkship. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  directed  to  provide  suitable  apartments 
outside  ot  City  Hall  for  the  Superintendent  and 
other  police  officers  now  occupying  rooms  in  City 
Hall  with  the  Police  Commissioners.  Also,  that 
said  committee  be  directed  to  furnish,  as  soon  as 
possible,  additional  room  for  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, by  such  changes  of  offices  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient  for  the  accomplishment  of  that 
purpose;  the  cost  of  making  such  changes  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Ordered,  That  the  payments  of  debt,  and  inter- 
est be  verified  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and 
that  the  I'reasurer  transfer  to  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts the  registered  iuterest  books  and  such 
other  books  as  will  he  neede  I  bv  the  Auditor  to 
properly  audit  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the 
outstanding  debt  ot  the  city,  and  the  certificates 
of  indebted. .r-ss  when  they  become  due,  whenever 
he  shall  require  the  same  for  that  purpose.  This 
order  to  take  effect  as  soon  as  the  preceding  order 
for  furnishing  additional  room  to  the  Auditor  is 
complied  with. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— The  Committee  on 
Accounts  have  seen  tit  to  report  in  print  tonight, 
and  it  has  been  put  upon  the  desks  of  the  gentle- 
men present  in  hopes  that  they  would  read 
it  during  the  proceedings,  and  be  prepared 
to  act  upon  the  orders  this  evening.  The 
reason  they  desired  to  do  so  is,  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  may  take  action  upon  it, 
before  they  go  out  of  office.  If  it  is  postponed 
another  week,  and  then  has  to  go  to  the  Board, 
we  shall  simply  lose  that  time,  which  the  com- 
mittee will  need  to  put  this  matter  5n  proper 
train.  I  will  endeavor  in  about  live  minutes  to 
state  to  the  Council  the  way  in  which  the  busi- 
ness of  the  city  will  be  conducted  by  this 
proceeding.  Gentlemen  who  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  3:in£  :ucimcs  with  tlia  city  are  familiar 
with  the  details  of  the  receipt  anil  payment  of 
money.    But  as  is  the  case  with  myself,  and  I 


doubt  not  some  others,  the  details  were  foreign 
to  me  until  I  became  connected  with  the  Commit- 
tee on  Accounts.  The  process  is  simply  this: 
When  a  bill  is  presented  to  a  department, 
it  of  course  receives  the  scrutiny  of  that 
department.  It  it  meets  their  approbation, 
it  receives  the  signature  of  the  chairman 
of  the  board  or  committee  in  charge  of  that 
department,  and  then  goes  to  the  Auditor.  The 
Auditor  or  his  clerk  goes  through  all  the  details 
of  the  bill,  seeing  that  it  is  properly  footed,  and 
there  is  no  item  on  it  which  cannot  be  properly 
charged  to  the  appropriation  from  which  the 
money  is  to  be  taken.  He  then  turns  it  over  to 
the  Committee  on  Accounts.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  committee,  the  Chairman  opens  the  bill  and 
reads  the  title  ai  d  the  amount.  The  cl"/k  of  the 
committee  sees  that  the  bill  is  properly  entered 
in  a  book  which  has  been  prepared  by  the  audi- 
tor, and  is  kept  in  the  Treasury  Department. 
The  clerk  checks  the  bill  on  that  "book  and  it  is 
then  opened  by  another  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  sees  if  the  footings  agree,  and  passes  it 
to  another  member,  who  stamps  it  with  a  check 
bearing  his  initials.  If  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee sees  fit  to  object  to  a  bill  for  any  proper 
reason,  the  Committee  on  Accounts  are  alitor- 
ized  to  stop  its  payment;  but  ot  course  as  a 
matter  of  fact  any  such  stoppage  takes  place  be- 
fore it  gets  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  and 
it  is  very  rare  that  they  disapprove  the  payment 
of  a  bill.  After  the  bill  is  approved  it  goes  to 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  tor  payment.  When  a 
person  comes  to  get  his  money  he  signs  a  receipt, 
the  Auditor  gives  him  a  check  containing  the 
persons'  names,  the  date,  the  number  of  the  page 
in  the  book  on  which  the  bill  is  to  be  found,  and 
the  Auditor's  signature.  The  party  then  goes  to 
the  Treasury  Department  to  get  his  money.  The 
book  containing  a  list,  of  the  bills,  which  has  been 
checked  in  the  Auditor's  Department,  is  kept  in 
the  Treasury  Dep  rtment.  The  check  is  com- 
pared with  the  entry  upon  that  book,  and  if  cor- 
rect it  is  paid.  As  a  general  rule,  all  the  books 
for  the  payment  of  money  are  kept  in  the  Audi- 
tor's Department,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
commit  a  fraud  without  considerable  collusion. 
But  there  is  one  class  of  payments  which  do  not 
go  through  the  Auditor's  office,  and  that  is  the 
debt  of  the  city.  A  large  amount  of  the  city  debt 
is  registered,  and  the  books  showing  the  owner- 
Ship  of  the  bonds  are  kept  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. It  is  the  only  class  of  city  payments  which 
does  not  pass  through  the  Auditor's  hands,  and 
it  has  long  been  his  opinion  that  no  exceptions 
should  be  made  in  regard  to  it.  Now  that  the 
matter  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  they  recommend  this  ac- 
tion in  their  report.  The  expert  who  was  put  on 
the  books  of  the  Treasury  Department  also  says 
that  so  far  as  he  can  see,  everything  else  is  right 
except  in  the  payment  of  the  city  bonds,  coupons, 
notes  and  interests,  in  which  the  Auditor's  verifi- 
cation is  omitted;  and  unless  some  impediments 
exist  of  which  he  is  not  informed,  it  seems  desi- 
rable that  this  should  pass  through  the  Auditor's 
department,  as  in  the  case  of  pav  rolls, 
bills,  etc.,  and  that  one  principle  ought  to 
apply  to  all.  If  that  is  to  be  done— and  I  think 
the  City  Council  will  agree  with  the  Committee 
on  Accounts,  and  if  they  oon't  they  must  take  the 
responsibility  of  it— they  will  see  that  we  must 
act  upon  the  suggestion  and  recommendation 
of  the  expert  and  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department.  Iu  order  to  do  this  we  must  incur 
some  expense.  The  Auditor's  office  is  already 
crowded  for  room,  and  he  cannot  do  it  without 
another  clerk  and  more  counting  room.  On  days 
when  the  interest  is  to  be  paid,  the  owners  of 
bonds  come  in  by  hundreds,  and  the  very  small 
counting  room  cannot  accommodate  them.  Un- 
der those  circumstances  the  only  thine  is  to  carry 
his  counter  straight  across  the  hall  into  the  As- 
sessors' Department,  and  give  him  the  room  now 
occupied  by  the  Assessors.  The  other  corner  of 
the  building  and  the  small  room  connected  with 
it  will  give  the  Assessors  as  much  room  as  they 
have  at  present,  and  the  Police  Department 
can  be  taken  care  of  elsewhere.  An  ex- 
penditure of  $4000  or  15000  will  remodel 
that  room  and  give  additional  space  to  the  Au- 
ditor's Department.  There  is  no  necessity  for  the 
police  office  work  to  be  done  in  this  building; 
their  headquarters  can  be  moved  elsewhere.  They 
are  no  longer  under  control  of  the  Mayor,  but  of 
the  Police  Commissioners,  who  have  come  to  City 
Hall.  The  Council  will  see  that  it  is  better  for 
the  offices  of  the  police  to  be  in  the  same  building, 
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if  possible,  where  the  Commissioners  are  located. 
If  the  Council  agree  with  me  I  hope  they  will  pass 
the  order  so  that  the  present  committee,  who 
have  had  one  or  two  years'  experience,  will  be 
able  to  put  this  thing  through  before  they  go  out 
of  office.  If  it  goes  to  the  next  City  Government 
it  may  be  three  or  four  months  before  it  is  done. 
It  is  true  that  no  money  has  been  stolen  in  this 
way,  but  1  do  not  think  we  ought  to  take  any 
chances  against  the  recommendation  of  the  ex- 
pert and  the  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  did  not  think  the  additional 
clerk  should  require  such  a  large  expenditure, 
and  desired  a  division  of  the  question.  He  de- 
sired time  to  look  into  the  matter  of  the  expense 
of  changing  the  rooms,  and  thought  it  was  hardly 
fair,  so  near  the  end  of  the  year,  to  take  away  the 
disposal  of  City  Hall  from  their  successors. 

Mr.  Greenough  did  not  wish  to  force  the  mat- 
ter, and  suggested  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  which  Mr.  Whitmore 
agreed  to,  and  on  his  motion  the  report  and  or- 
ders were  referred  to  that  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

THE  PETITIONS  FOR  PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That 
the  petitions  of  citizens  and  taxpayers  of  Boston 
for  action  favorable  to  the  immediate  taking  or 
purchase  of  lands  tor  public  parks,  now  on  file 
with  the  papers  relating  to  the  West  Roxbury 
and  City  Point  parks,  be  printed  in  full,  in  con- 
nection with  the  petitions  presented  this  even- 
ing, in  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 
Passed.  Mr.  Pratt  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

CHRISTMAS  PAY   FOR  EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order- 
That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the 
persons  employed  in  the  several  departments  of 
the  City  Government,  who  may  so  desire,  on  Fri- 
day, Dec.  24, 1880,  the  day  preceding  Christmas 
Day,  instead  of  on  the  regular  pay-day.  Passed. 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  WOODWARD  DEFALCATION. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  3  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department  to 
whom  was  referred  the  communication  from  the 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  and  the  City 
Treasurer  relative  to  the  deficiency  in  the  Treas- 
urer's accounts,  beg  leave  to  report  that  in  their 
opinion  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  any  action  on 
said  communications  other  than  the  adoption  of 
the  following  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Frank  E.  Sweetser. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  directed  to 
take  such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to  recover 
the  amount  of  the  deficiency  in  the  funds  of  the 
city,  including  the  Sinking  funds,  which  are  in 
the  care  and  custody  of  the  City  Treasurer. 

Order  passed.  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  A  DECEASED  EMPLOYE. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  3  offered  an  order,  That 
one  hundred  and  thirty  one  dollars,  the  amount 


now  due  G.  Edward  Shaw,  deceased,  be  paid  to 
his  widow,  Mary  C.  Shaw,  said  amount  to  be 
charged  to  to  the  receipts  from  deeds  and  real 
estate  advertising.  Passed.  Mr.  Sweetser  moved 
a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  the  re- 
port of  the  Police  Commissioners  on  the  proposed 
increase  of  the  force  was  taken  from  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  hie.    Sent  up. 

CARE   OF  HYDRANTS. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  called  for  a  report  from  the 
Special  Committee  on  the  Care  of  Hydrants. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  believe  I  am  the  unfortunate 
chairman  of  that  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
branch.  The  chairman,  Alderman  Slade,  has  not 
called  a  meeting  of  the  committee.  We  have  had 
no  meeting  for  several  months,  although  there 
has  been  some  movement  within  two  or  three 
weeks  to  have  one  called.  But  I  presume  the  de- 
lay is  owing  to  other  engagements. 

Mr.  Coe— Here  is  a  committee  raised  several 
months  ago,  and  the  consideration  of  a  very  im- 
portant subject  referred  to  them.  It  costs  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston  130,000  and  odd  dollars  a  year 
for  the  care  of  hydraDts  and  use  of  water  for 
fires,  amounting  to  about  twenty  cents  a  thou- 
sand on  our  tax  levy.  A  special  committee  was 
raised  early  in  the  year  to  see  it  that  amount 
could  not  be  lessened."  Yet  they  have  not  given  a 
great  deal  of  consideration  to  the  subject,  and  I 
give  notice  that  I  shall  call  for  a  repoit  one  week 
from  tonight,  and  if  it  is  not  ready,  shall  move 
that  the  committee  be  discharged,  and  that  the 
subject  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  take  all  the  infliction 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  has  imposed, 
but  it  ought  to  be  stated  that  the  committee  has 
had  two  meetings.  There  is  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion between  the  Fire  Commissioners  and  the 
Water  Board.  We  had  both  of  them  before  us, 
and  their  conflict  of  opinion  was  of  such  a  char- 
acter that  we  thought  it  wiser  to  let  them  confer 
together  and  see  what  conclusion  they  could  come 
to.  An  adjournment  was  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  allowing  them  time.  There  has  been  no  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  shirk  any 
duty.  Under  the  notice  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  23,  I  have  no  doubt  a  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee will  be  had.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  in 
personal  explanation,  I  have  taken  pains  on  two 
occasions  since  the  previous  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  that  a  report  was  wanted:  to  have  the 
committee  called,  but  for  some  reason  or  other  it 
has  not  been  done. 

Mr.  Coe— Of  course  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
21  understands  there  is  no  reflection  upon  the 
members  of  the  committee  personally,  but  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  a  matter  of  enough  importance, 
and  it  is  due  to  this  body,  that  we  should  have  a 
report  of  some  kind. 

VACANCY    FILLED. 

The  President  appointed  Mr.  Williams  of  Ward 
11  upon  the  Committee  on  Claims,  vice  Mr.  Per- 
kins, deceased. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    13,    1880. 


Regular  meeting-  at  four  o'clocK  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Middlesex  Rail- 
road Company,  for  additional  location  of  tracks 
in  Beach  street,  from  near  Lincoln  street  to 
Kneeland  street,  and  in  Kneeland  street  to  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  station;  also  from  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  station  through  Kneelana  street 
to  Washington  street,  etc. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  run 
cars,  not  exceeding  ten  per  hour,  through  Wash 
ington,  Summer,  Lincoln  and  Beach  streets  to 
the  Albany  depot,  returning  via  Beach.  Washing- 
ton, Milk, "Congress,  State,  Devonshire  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  etc.,  etc! 

to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  J.  H.  Hutchinson,  to  enclose 
two  open  market  sheds  on  Mercantile  Market. 

To  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners.  Henry 
Revere  et  al„  that  coastiog  be  allowed  on  Thorn- 
ton street;  Robert  Seaver  &  Sons,  et  al.,  that 
coasting  be  allowed  on  Manning's  Hill,  Centre 
street,  Jamaica  Plain,  after  6  P.  M.:  A,  W.  Stover 
et  al.,  that  coasting  he  allowed  on  some  suitable 
street  in  Charlestown. 

to  the  Committee  on  Streets*on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Elizabeth  McDavitt,  for  additional  com- 
pensation for  land  taken  for  Atlantic  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petition  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  J.  H.  Besarick,  new  wooden,  two  Dorses, 
rear  of  Virginia  avenue,  Ward  21. 

PETITION  FOR   STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  James  Malone,  for 
leave  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  and 
boiler  in  building  150  D  street,  South  Boston,  and 
an  order  was  passed  for  ahearipg  thereon  on  Dec. 
27,  at  4  P.  M. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Petitions  against  further  expenditures  for  park 
purposes  at  this  time.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Parks  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Park  Commissioners  reciting  the  re- 
sults of  their  conferences  with  the  several  street 
railway  companies  on  the  subject  of  their  contri- 
butions towards  expenses  of  maintaining  parks. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Parks  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Park  Commissioners  stating  that  no 
betterments  have,  been  received  up  to  this  date, 
from  the  State,  on  account  of  Back  Bay  Park. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Parks  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  referring  to 
next  City  Council  the  subject  of  providing  means 
for  the  proposed  extension  of  D  street.  Con- 
curred. 

Order  to  pay  amount  due  G-.  Edward  Shaw,  de- 
ceased, of  the  City  Collector's  Department,  to 
his  widow,  Mary  C.  Shaw.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  the  committee  on  the  several  depart- 
ments to  consider  the  several  chapters  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  relating  to  their  departments, 
and  to  make  such  suggestions  as  they  may  think 
proper.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Notice  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Williams  of 
Ward  11  on  Committee  on  Claims.    Placed  on  file. 

Report  and  order  to  appropriate  .§55,000  for  an 
additional  storage  basin  on  Sudbury  River.  Or- 
der passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  (City 
Doc.  138),  with  orders  to  allow  the  Auditor  an 
extra  clerk  and  additional  office  room,  and  for 
removal  of  po^ce  headquarters  to  No.  7  Pember- 
ton  square.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  in  concurrence. 

Auditor's  exhibit  for  Dec.  1.  (City  Doc.  135.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  on  alarms  of  fire 
io  November  last.    Placed  on  file. 

Pay  of  Employes  for  Cliristmas. 

Order  for  City  Treasurer  to  pay  city  laborers  on 
the  24th  inst.  instead  of  on  the  regular  pay  djiy. 

Alderman  Whitten  moved  to  amend  by  add- 
ing— 

•■And  that  the  several  departments  be  request- 
ed to  have  their  pay  rolls  made  up  and  lodged 


with  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  by  one   o'clock  on 
the  20th  inst." 

Alderman  Whitten — That  is  done  that  the  ac- 
counts may  be  audited  and  allowed  by  the  21st,  as 
it  takes  several  days  to  pay  the  employes  in  the 
ontlying  wards. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order 
passed  in  concurrence.    Sent  down. 

The   Woodward   Defalcation. 

Report  and  order  for  City  Solicitor  to  take  the 
necessary  action  to  recover  the  amount  of  the  de- 
ficiency in  office  of  City  Treasury. 

Alderman  Flynn—  Before  that  order  is  passed  I 
would  like  to  inquire  of  the  Cnairrnan  of  the 
Committee  on  Treasury  Department  what  reply 
the  City  Treasurer  has  made  to  tne  corurnntee,  or 
the  City  Council,  on  the  order  passed  two  weeks 
ago,  asking  him  to  make  good  the  deficit'.' 

Alderman  Whitten — I  do  not  think  he  has  made 
any  reply  to  it.  We  thought  it  was  near  the  end 
of  the  year,  whan  some  ot  us  might  be  voted  out 
of  office,  and  it  was  well  to  try  and  put  this  mat- 
ter in  shape  so  it  could  be  collected,  if  it  was  a 
legal  claim  against  the  City  Treasurer  or  his 
bondsmen.  That  order  was  drawn  advisedly  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  City  Solicitor.  The 
committee  unanimously  thought  "it  was  the  proper 
thing  to  do.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  passed,  as 
nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  delay. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
South  End  Branch  Library. 

The  order  to  locate  the  South  End  Branch  Li- 
brary in  the  new  English  High  School  building, 
on  .Montgomery  street,  comes  up  with  an  amend- 
ment "that  no  action  be  taken  on  this  plan  until 
the  completion  and  acceptance  of  the  existing 
'  contracts  upon  said  building." 

Alderman  Slade — I  rise  simply  to  say  that  the 
High  School  building  is  practically  finished.  The 
painter  has  about  got  through,  and  he  is  the  only 
man  whose  contract  is  not  completed  and  accept- 
ed, and  he  will  be  through  this  week  without 
doubt.  The  building  will  be  cleaned  up,  the  City 
Council  will  be  invited  to  visit  it  and  make  an  ex- 
amination the  early  part  of  the  week  and  by  the 
latter  part  of  tte  week  it  will  be  turned  over  to 
the  city.  Although  we  will  have  time  to  make  a 
new  order,  I  want  to  give  the  Board  to  under- 
stand that  the  building  is  about  completed. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  passage  of  the  order 
as  amended— yeas  11,  najs  0. 

LOCATION     ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company,  accepting  its  seventy- 
seventh  location,  granted  by  this  Board  Dec.  6th, 
inst.    Placed  on  flip. 

HEARING   ON  STEAM   ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  Amasa  W. 
Bailey  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine 
and  boiler  of  twelve  horse-power  at  7  Way  street. 
No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines. 

RELEASE  FROM  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of 
the  board  recommending  the  release  of  James  H. 
Mansfield  from  the  House  of  Correction.  Ac- 
cepted. 

PERMITS  FOR     STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following-  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  by  Mrs.  M.  E.  Knowl- 
ton,  342  Beacon  street,  Ward  11;  Miles  Washburn, 
340  Beacon  street,  Ward  11.    Severally   accepted. 

FERRY    TOLLS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  : 
The  Committee  on  Ferries,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  for  a  reduction  of  ferry  tolls, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  following  order,  it 
being  a  new  draft  of  the  order  which  was  referred 
to  the  committee, 

For  the  Committee. 

Clinton  Viles,  Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  the  tariff  of  tolls  for  teams  upon 
the  East  Boston  ferries   be  amended  and  estab- 
lished as  follows,  to  take  effect  on  and  after  Jan. 
1,  1881: 

Light  Vehicles. 

Pleasure  carriages  drawn   by  one  horse,   with 
not    more  than    two    persons    and    driver,  eight 
-cents,  or  packages  of  sixteen  tickets  for  SI. 
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With  two  horses,  and  not  more  than  four  per- 
sons and  driver,  twelve  cents. 

With  three  horses,  and  not  more  than  six  per- 
sons and  driver,  sixteen  cents. 

With  four  horses,  and  not  more  than  eight  per- 
sons and  driver,  twenty  cents. 

For  every  additional  passenger,  two  cents  each. 

All  light  carriages,  without  horse,  five  cents. 

All  heavy  carriages,  without  horse,  eight  cents. 

Funeral  cars  and  processions  pass  lree  of  tolls. 

Teams. 

Carts  and  wagons  drawn  by  one  horse,  and  not 
weighing  more  than  2000  pounds,  eight  cents,  or 
packages  of  sixteen  tickets  for  $1. 

With  two  horses,  and  weighing  over  2000  pounds 
aud  not  exceeding  5000  pounds,  sixteen  cents,  or 
packages  of  sixteen  tickets  for  $2. 

With  three  horses,  and  weighing  over  5000 
pounds  and  not  exceeding  6000  pounds,  twenty 
•cents,  or  packages  of  eighteen  tickets  for  $3. 

With  four  horses,  and  weighing  over  6000  pounds 
and  not  exceeding  7000  pounds,  twenty-five  cents, 
or  packages  of  twenty  tickets  for  $4. 

All  loads  measuring  more  than  thirty  feet  in 
length  from  the  thill  horse's  head  will  be  charged 
•the  same  rate  as  drag  wheels. 

Trucks  and  Caravans. 

Diawn  by  one  horse,  and  weighing  not  more 
than  2000  pounds,  fifteen  cents. 

Drawn  by  two  horses,  and  weighing  over  2000 
pounds  and  not  exceeding  5000  pounds,  twenty 
•cents. 

Drawn  by  three  horses,  and  weighing  over  5C00 
pounds  and  not  exceeding  6000  pounds,  thirty 
cents. 

Drawn  by  four  horses,  and  weighing  over  6000 
pounds  and  not  exceeding  7000  pounds,  forty 
cents. 

Drag  wheels. 

Drawn  by  one  or  two  horses,  and  weighing  not 
more  than  5000  pounds,  loaded,  thirty  cents;  not 
loaded,  fifteen  cents. 

Drawn  by  three  horses,  and  weighing  over  5000 
pounds  and  not  exceeding  6000  pounds,  loaded, 
forty-live  cents;  not  loaded,  twenty-five  cents. 

Drawn  by  four  horses,  and  weighing  over  6000 
pounds  and  not  exceeding  7000  pounds,  loaded, 
sixty  cents;  not  loaded,  thirty  cents. 

]So  load  weighing  over  7000  pounds  (exclusive  of 
carriage)  allowed  to  pass  over  the  i  erry,  unless 
by  special  permit  from  the  superintendent. 

Ox  teams  the  same  as  horse  teams,  one  driver 
allowed  to  each  team. 

Teams  to  be  weighed  when  required  by  the  su- 
perintendent. 

The  scale  of  weights  aud  lengths  for  loads  will 
De  strictly  adhered  to;  and  if  a  load  is  found  to 
weigh  or  measure  more  than  allowed  by  the  tar- 
iff (and  not  exceeding  7000  pounds),  the  higher 
ate  of  toll  will  be  charged. 

Horses  or  oxen  not  allowed  to  be  detached 
from  the  teams  and  paid  for  separately. 

Bach  additional   horse  with  a  vehicle  of  any  de- 
scription, rive  cents. 
A  horse  with  a  rider  or  leader,  five  cents. 
A  man  with   a  hand-cart  ■  r  wheelbarrow,  five 
cents. 

Horses  or  oxen  not  attached  to  vehicles,  each, 
three  cents. 
Swi.ie,  sheep  or  goats,  per  dozen,  six  cents. 
Other  cattle,  each,  three  cents. 

Baggage. 
Each  and  every  barrel,  not  in   a  vehicle,  three 
cents. 

Ench  and  every   half-barrel,  not  in   a  vehicle, 
two  cents. 
All  other  articles  in  proportion. 
Alderman  Viles— I  would  simply  state  that   the 
only  reduction  is  in  allowing   those    people    who 
are  constantly  using  the  ferries    with    teams    to 
have  the  privilege  of  purchasing  tickets   by  the 
quantity.    It  is  a  reduction    to    them    only;    the 
rates  are  the  same  as  now,  with  that  exception. 
The  order  was  passed. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Alderman  Woolley, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ELECTION  RETURNS- 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order,  That  a  Com- 
mittee of  five  members  of  this  Board  be  appointed 
to  examine  and  report  upon  the  returns  of  votes 
to  be  cast  tomorrow  for  municipal  officers. 
Passed,  and  Aldermen  Viles,  Walhridge,  Caton, 
Woolley  and  Flynn  were  appointed  said  commit- 
tee. 


CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Andrew  P.  Wilson,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Warren  Bridge;  Richard  Gro- 
gan,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his  carriage  by 
reason  of  obstructions  on  Beacon  street.  Sev- 
erally accepted.    Sent  down. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM   ENGINE. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing a  permit  to  Marcel! us  W.  Chase  to  locate  and 
use  six  small  furnaces  for  melting  melting  metals 
at  82  Sudbury  street.    Accepted. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  CHAUNCY  STREET. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following: 
Oraeied,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  release  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Charitable  Mechanic  Association  all  the 
city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  as,d  to  six  small 
parcels  of  land  lyiny  between  the  front  wall  of 
the  building  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association  on  Ohauncy  street,  as 
it  existed  in  1850,  and  the  strip  of  land 
intended  to  be  given  to  said  city  by  said  associa- 
tion to  widen  Chauncy  street  by  their  deed  dated 
Jan.  11,  1859,  and  shown  on  James  Slade's  plan, 
dated  Oct.  11,  1859;  the  said  parcels  of  land  to 
which  the  city  thus  renounces  title  being  all 
bounded  southeast  by  the  strip  of  land  as  shown 
on  said  plan,  and  northwest  by  the  front  wall  of 
said  building  according  to  the  recessed  faces 
thereof. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders,  That  Curve  street,  between 
Harrison  avenue  and  Tyler  street,  be  closed 
against  public  travel  during  the  building  of  the 
bridge  over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  on  the 
extension  of  Broadway.    Order  passed. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to,  move  wooden 
buildings  by  John  Soley,  from  90  Putnam  street 
to  103  Porter  street,  Ward  1;  and  by  Ham  &  Car- 
ter, from  Northampton  street,  corner  of  Albany 
street,  to  Albany  street,  No.  728,  Ward  18.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  edgestones  and  side- 
walks in  various  parts  of  the  city  with  orders  for 
the  assessment  and  collection'  of  one-halt  the 
same.    Orders  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  Sugar  Refining  Company  to  lay  a  track 
across  Sumner  street,  East  Boston,  to  connect  the 
sugar  house  of  said  company  with  the  Eastern 
Railroad,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving  harmless 
said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses,  for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in 
any  way  growing  out  of,  the  laying  down  or 
maintaining  of  said  track  across  said  street. 

Also  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  said  track  and  the  form  of  rail  used 
shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  shall  be 
approved  by  them.  The  track  located  by  this 
order  being  shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan  datad 
Aug.  14,  1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  to  lay 
about  three  hundred  feet  in  length  of  iron  pipe 
under  the  sidewalk  on  the  northerly  side  of  Le- 
high street,  adjacent  to  the  premises  of  said  cor- 
poration, upon  condition  that  said  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  Corporation  shall  first  give  to  the 
city  an  agreement  in  writing  saving  harmless 
said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
cost  or  ex penses  for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any 
way  growing  out  of  the  laying  down  or  maintain- 
ing of  said  pipe  under  said  sidewalk;  also  upon 
condition  that  said  corporation  shall  agree  to  re- 
move said  pipe  when  ordered  to  do  so  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Fitchburg  Railroad  Company  to  lay  a  curved 
track  across  Charles  River  avenue  within  the 
limits  of  the  location  of  said  company  across  said 
avenue,  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the  tracks 
of  said  company  as  now  laid  down  on  said  avenue 
with  the  Tudor  Building,  upon  condition  that  the 
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whole  work  of  laying-  down  said  track  and  the 
form  of  rail  used  shall  be  under  the  direction  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall  be 
approved  by  them. 
Passed. 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following: 
An  Oidinance 
To  establish  the  Number  of  Sergeants  and  Patrol- 
men in  the  Police  Department. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  From  the  passage  of  this  ordinance 
and  until  otherwise  provided  by  the  City  Council, 
the  number  of  sergeants  attached  to  each  police 
division  shall  be  three;  and  the  maximum  num- 
ber of  patrolmeD  attached  to  the  Police  Depart- 
ment shall  be  fixed  at  six  hundred  and  twenty. 


Sect.  2.  The  ordinance  passed  by  the  City 
Council  and  approved  by  the  Mayor,  Dec.  7th, 
1880,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Alderman  Viles— The  City  Clerk  informs  me 
that  the  ordinance  recently  passed  to  increase  the 
police  force  is  inoperative  and  wrong. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  the  ordinance 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police.  Sent 
down. 

EASTERN-AVENUE    BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Thorndike  offered  an  order— That 
Eastern-avenue  wharf  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Directors  of  East  Boston 
Ferries.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Thorndike,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Sent 
down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Wal  bridge 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    16,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey 
JNT.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPEKS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
of  an  order  to  place  Eastern-avenue  wharf  in  care 
of  the  directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Con- 
curred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Police  of  an 
ordinance  to  establish  the  number  of  sergeants 
and  patrolmen  in  the  Police  Department. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— As  I  understand 
this  matter,  it  is  to  correct  a  verbal  error  which 
the  Committee  oo  Ordinances  made  in  their  re- 
port. This  increase  has  been  indorsed  by  both 
branches.  I  see  no  necessity  tor  referring  this  to 
a  committee.  Instead  of  referring  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police,  I  suggest  that  the  Council  pass 
the  ordinance,  if  it  can  be  done.  Instead  of  con- 
curring, 1  move  we  non-concur  in  the  reference 
and  pass  the  ordinance. 

The  President— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Council 
to  order  the  ordiuance  to  a  second  reading? 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  second  leading 
and  put  upon  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  ordinance  was  read  a  second  time 
and  put  upon  its  passage. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4,  the 
ordinance  was  laid  on  the  table  temporarily,  with 
the  understanding  that  it  would  be  acted  upon 
later  in  the  evening.  Sear  the  end  of  the  session 
the  ordinance  was  taken  from  the  table,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Rogers,  and  passed.  Mv.  Rogt  rs  moved 
a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

Report  (of  leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  petition  of 
Richard  Grogau  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his 
carriage  by  obstructions  on  Beacon  street.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Report  (of  leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  petition  of 
Andrew  P.  Wilson  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  Warren  Bridge.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  to  release  to  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association  the  city's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  and  to  six  small  parcels  of  land  on 
Chimney  street,  as  in  said  order  set  forth.  Passed 
in  concurrence.  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

Amendment  to  the  order  for  the  payment  of 
city  employes,  before  Christmas,  so  as  to  provide 
that  the  pay  rolls  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Audit- 
or Accounts  by  one  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  20th  inst. 
Concurred. 

PETITION  REFERRED. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Peter  Feeney,  to 
be  paid  damages  for  personal  injuries  caused  by 
an  alleged  defect  in  Broadway,  near  B street,  Dec. 
10,  1880.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 
Sent  up. 

THE  CARE  OF  HYDRANTS. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether  it  is  expedient  or  desir- 
able that  any  change  or  modification  should  be 
made  in  the  present  arrangements  for  taking  care 
of  hydrants  and  furnishing  water  for  extinguish- 
ing fires  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows:  The  Wa- 
ter Board  and  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  have 
full  power  to  make  arrangements  for  the  care  of 
hydrants  and  furnishing-  water,  and  to  fix  rates 
of  payment  for  the  >;rne.  In  conference  with 
your  committee,  the  two  boards  have  arrived  at  a 
satisfactory  agreement,  and  no  action  is  neces- 
sary on  the  part  of  '  City  Council. 
For  the  Committee, 

Charles  E.  Pratt. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  shall  not  oppose  the  ac- 
ceptance ef  i he  report.  I  simply  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  here  is 
one  item  of  $130,000,  which  by  the  report  of  the 
committee  cannot  be  changed,  and  which  is  an- 


nually assessed  upon  the  taxpayers  of  the  city, 
and  goes  to  increase  the  tax  levy. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— In  respect  to  the  report, 
that  no  action  is  necessary  to  be  taken,  and  espe- 
cially after  the  remarks  of  the  eentlemaa  from 
AVard  23,  it  may  be  explained  that  this  special 
committee  has  brought  about  a  conference  be- 
tween the  two  boards,  the  Fire  Commission  and 
Water  Board,  and  the  result  of  the  conference 
and  their  deliberation  with  the  committee  is  such 
that  the  amount  which  will  hereafter  appear  in 
the  tax  levy,  as  the  expenditure  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment on  account  of  the  care  of  hydrants  and 
the  use  of  water  for  fires,  will  be  thirty-three  per 
cent,  less  than  it  has  been  hitherto.'  The  com- 
mittee have  been  able  to  secure  that  reduction. 
It  will  be  some  840,000  less  next  year  than  it  has 
been  this  year  or  the  past  four  or" five  years. 

Mr.  Coe— I  am  very  glad  indeed  that  the  order 
has  resulted  in  a  reduction  of  $40,000. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

SALARY    OF    SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  CHELSEA    AND 
MALDEN  BRIDGES. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Salaries,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  west  draw  of  Chelsea  Bridge, 
and  also  that  of  the  Superintendent  of  Maiden 
Bridge,  having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully report  that  in  their  opinion  it  is  inexpedient 
to  take  any  action  on  the  subject  at  the  present 
time.  For  the  Committee, 

John  P.  Hilton. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE   PROPOSED  TRANSFER  OF  THE    BOND.  AND  IN- 
TEREST CLERK. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Is  there  any  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  in  regard 
to  the  proposed  accommodations  in  the  Auditor's 
office  for  the  bond  and  interest  clerk?  The  order 
passed  at  the  last  meeting  was  that  the  report 
should  be  made  at  this  meeting. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14 — The  committee  need 
further  time  to  consider  this  subject.  It  has  been 
considered  once,  but  they  need  further  time. 

THE   ANNUAL  DINNER. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23  offered  the  following: 
Order,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Common  Council,  and  to  provide  cigars  for  the 
occasion;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council  and  his  assistant,  the  City  Messenger  and 
his  assistants,  ana  the  regular  reporters  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  be  invited  to 
attend  said  dinner;  the  expense  connected  with 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund 
of  the  Common  Council. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Coe  (who  said  that  if  the  order  is 
to  pass  the  arrangements  must  be  made  soon)  and 
passed.    Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

PROPOSED  SKATING  PLACE    IN    CHESTER  SQUARE. 

Mr.  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  be  requested  to  cause  the  basin  within 
the  inclosure  in  Chester  square  to  be  flooded  and 
kept  clear  of  snow,  so  that  children  residing  in 
the  vicinity  may  have  a  place  for  skating. 

Mr.  Brimbecom  stated  that  citizens  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Chester  square  had  requested  him  to 
offer  the  order.  On  his  motion  it  was  referred  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.    Sent  up. 

PROPOSAL  TO  HAVE  THE  MAYOR  VOTE  IN  THE 
BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honorthe  Mayor  be  instructed 
to  petilion  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session  for 
an  amendment  to  the  city  charter,  so  as  to  pro- 
vide that  the  Mayor  shall  have  a  vote  and  voice  at 
all  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  con- 
ventions of  both  branches  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  ask  that  this  matter  be  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter which  has  created  some  little  talk  and  has 
been  favorably  received  in  some  quarters,  and  I 
think  the  Council  might  be  willing  to  look  into  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  order  was  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  eieht 
o'clock. 

CONDITION     OF    MR.     SWEENEY,    JR.,    OF  WARD  2. 

The  President — It  is  perhaps  known  to  some  of 
the  members  that  it  was  announced  early  in  the 
evening  that  Mr.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2,  was 
dead.  The  Chair  is  happy  to  say  that  that  an- 
nouncement is  not  true. 


DECKMBER       16 
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THE  BEVISED    ORDINANCES. 

The  CouaciJ  considered,  under  unfinished  busi- 
ness, the  subject  of  the  prooosed  revision  of  the 
City  Ordinances  (City  Docs.'  115,  116  and  134). 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nances in  City  Document  115 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suggest  that  the  Chair  read 
the  last  ordinance,  chap.  86,  by  its  title  only,  and 
the  committee  have  some  suggestions  to  make 
before  it  is  passed. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23,  the 
subject  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  laid  on 
the  table,  until  the  routine  business  of  the  ses- 
sion had  been  attended  to,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  it  should  tie  called  up  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Commit:  ee  on  Ordinances. 

Under  the  call  for  reports  of  committees,  Mr. 
Greenough  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Water,  in  compliance  with 
the  order  of  the  City  Council  relating  to  the  re- 
vised ordinances,  prepared  by  tbe  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
examined  the  portion  of  said  ordinances  relating 
to  the  Water  Department,  in  consulting  with  offi- 
cials of  that  department,  and  are  not  fully  satis- 
fied with  the  proposed  revision,  and  therefore  de- 
sire that  furt  er  time  should  be  afforded  them. 
For  the  Committee, 

M.   S.  GKEENOUGH. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  inquire  what  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report  was? 

The  President— The  committee  desired  further 
time  to  report  upon  the  proposed  ordinances  in 
regard  to  the  Water  Department. 

Mr.  Whitmore— But  that  is  not  to  be  understood 
as  laying  the  revised  ordinances  over  until  such 
time  as  the  Committee  on  Water  desire. 

The  President — I  do  not  understand  that  to  be 
the  effect  of  the  vote  of  the  Council. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Whitmore  Called  up  the 
subject  of  i he  revised  ordinances,  after  the  trans- 
action of  routine  busii  e.-s. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  repent  my  suggestion  that 
the  Chair  read  the  eighty-sixth  chapter  bv  its 
title  only,  and  comply  with  the  requirement  for  a 
second  reading,  and  before  tbe  vote  is  taken  on 
its  passage  we  propose  to  answer  any  objection 
that  may  be  made. 

The  President  read  chapter  eighty-six  by  its 
title,  and  ihe  question  was  upon  the  passage  of 
this  the  enacting  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  run  over  the  chap- 
ters in  the  order  as  they  come,  expecting  that 
any  objections  which  can  be  made  to  any  of  them 
will  be  made  at  this  time.  By  taking  them  up  in 
that  manner,  I  think  the  objections  will  be  found 
to  be  few,  which  can  be  very  easily  discussed  and 
disposed  of  by  the  Council.  For  exampl-,  in  re- 
gard to  the  first  chapter  1  presume  nobody  would 
make  any  objection  to  that  whatever.  I  believe 
there  is  nothing  there  that  is  different  from  the 
existing  ordinance,  excepting  so  much  as  states 
that  each  ordinance  shall  be  called  a  chapter, 
which  is  a  mere  matter  of  form.  In  tne  second 
chapter,  I  move  to  amend  the  first  list  of  commit- 
tees" on  page  3  by  inserting  the  words  "Legisla- 
tive Affairs."  The  Council" have  already  decided 
that  they  will  continue  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Affairs,  and  that  seems  to  be  the  proper 
place  and  this  the  proper  time  in  which  to  make 
the  correction.  That  was  one  of  the  matters  which 
the  committee  could  not  anticipate.  At  the  time 
they  drew  up  this  list  of  committees,  both  the 
Committees  on  Ordinances  and  Legislative  Af- 
fairs had  decided  that  it  was  better  to  leave  off 
the  latter  committee,  and  so  the  ordinances  were 
reported  with  that  omission.  I  move  that  in  the 
first  list  of  joint  committees  the  words  'Legisla- 
tive Affairs"  be  inserted  so  as  to  provide  for  a 
committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  President— Is  the  gentleman  aware  that 
that  will  make  the  committee  consist  of  eight, 
whereas  it  is  only  five  now? 

Mr.  Whitmore— Yes,  sir.  We  have  raised  the 
number  of  member*  of  one  or  two  committees, 
and  it  seems  to  me  it  will  need  a  larger  com  nit- 
tee  for  this  purpose,  if  they  are  to  do  the  work 
thoroughly.  I  do  not  think  eight  will  be  too 
large.     1  merely  offer  it  as  a  suggestion. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  "understood  from 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  previously  made, 
that  there  was  nothing  for  the  committee  to  do, 
and  I  should  therefore  favor  putting  it  in  the  sec- 
ond list,  so  that  it  shall  consist  of  five  members. 
I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say  it  was  not  a 
busy  committee,  and  therefore  I  see  no  reason  for 


having  eight  appointed.  I  should  think  five 
would  do  the  work  required. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  not  altered  my  private 
opinion,  but  have  not  had  occasion  to  express  it 
before,  that  the  Council  judged  wisely  when  it 
voted  to  abolish  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs.  But  it  always  is  the  case  that  we  are 
short  of  committee  places,  and  I  thought  the 
President  would  be  able  to  give  more  positions  to 
members  of  the  Council.  If  anybody  wishes  to 
put  it  in  the  other  list,  that  is  the  proper  course 
to  take.  I  think  a  committee  of  eight  is  not  too 
large.  Our  rule  is  to  take  the  question  on  the 
longest  time  and  the  largest  number  first. 

Tbe  Council  rejected  the  amendment  to  insert 
the  words  in  the  list  of  committees  of  eight 
members. 

£De  question  next  came  up  on  tbe  amendment 
to  insert  the  committee  in  the  list  of  those  having 
five  members  each. 

Mr.  Wheeler  ot  Ward  10— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  stated  that  if  we  had  any  objections  to 
make  to  the  ordinances  we  should  make  them 
while  passing  over  them  now.  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  have  a  short  explanation  to  make,  but  db 
not  desire  to  have  it  assumed  that  by  my  silence 
now  I  have  waived  the  right  to  do  so. 

The  Council  voted  to  insert  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Affairs  in  the  list  of  committees  hav- 
ing five  members. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— Do  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  to  wish  that  he  should  be 
interrupted  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting 
changes,  as  he  reads  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— That  is  my  intention,  if  the 
Council  desire  to  proceed  in  that  manner.  My 
idea  was  to  read  each  chapter  by  its  title,  and 
then  any  gentlemen  who  have  any  objections  to 
any  chapter  could  state  them  and  allow  the  com- 
mittee to  reply. 

Mr.  Swift— I  suppose  this  is  to  be  an  alphabeti- 
cal list  of  the  committees.  I  notice  that  the 
names  of  two  committees  are  the  same — "Build- 
ings, Public,"  and  "Buildings,  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion." I  should  think  it  might  be  inconvenient 
to  have  two  committees  of  the  same  name.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  change 
it,  but  I  should  think  "Public  Buildings"  would 
be  better  than  "Buildings,  Public." 

Mr.  Whitmore- 1  should  imagine  that  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  type  would  be  a  matter  which 
we  arrange  hereafter,  in  printing  the  ordinances. 
If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  change  it,  I  would 
suggest  that  "Buildings.  Survey  and  Inspection," 
better  come  in  under  the  head  of  "Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings,"  if  that  would  be"  the  bet- 
ter way  to  arrange  it. 

Mr.  Swift — I  would  move  that  the  words  "  Build- 
ings, Survey  and  Inspection,"  be  changed  to  "Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings,"  beginning  with 
the  "S." 

.Mr.  Wheeler— What  is  the  exact  question  before 
the  house? 

The  President — The  question  is  on  the  motion 
to  amend  the  title  of  chapter  2,  so  that  it  shall 
read  "Survey  and  inspection  of  buildings." 

Mr.  Wheeler — Do  I  understand  that  we  are  pass- 
ing the  ordinance,  so  far  as  it  has  been  read,  to  a 
second  reading? 

The  President— The  ordinances  have  taken  their 
second  reading,  and  the  question  is  upon  passage. 

Mr.  Wheeler — Then  have  we  passed  the  nrst 
chapter? 

The  President — Not  necessarily.  Amendments 
to  tbe  first  chapter  are  in  order  ir  members  desire 
to  offer  them. 

Mr.  Wheeler— Then,  as  it  stands  now,  we  have 
passed  the  first  chapter  subject  to  any  amend- 
ments which  may  subsequently  be  m-de? 

The  President— It  has  not"been  passed,  any 
more  than  any  other  chapter. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  these  be- 
ing merely  technical  questions,  that  "Public 
Grounds"  in  the  first  list  be  changed  to  "Grounds, 
Public,"  that  it  be  tranferred  from  the  second 
column  to  the  first,  so  as  to  be  indexed  as 
"Grounds,  Public." 

Mr.  Swift— I  suppose  every  person  has  his  pref- 
erence about  such  things  as  this;  but  it  does  n't 
strike  me  that  the  ■'Committee  on  Grounds"  is  a 
particularly  grind  name.  The  committees  are 
generally  known  by  the  names  printed  in  the 
large  letters  at  the  head.  If  we  print  it  as 
"Grounds,  Public,"  it  would  be  known  as  the 
Committee  on  Grounds,  Public.  I  should  think 
the  present  arrangement  would  be  better.  The 
change  I  suggested  before  describes  the  commit- 
tee. 
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Mr.  Whitmore— This  being  a  matter  of  taste,  I 
shall  withdraw  my  amendment.  I  am  happy  to 
avoid  all  possible  conflicts  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  and  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Greenougb  ot  Ward  9—1  move  an  amend- 
ment, that  "City  Clerk's  Department"  be  struck 
out  of  the  second  list  of  committees. 

The  amendment  in  regard  to  "Survey  nnd  In- 
spection of  Buildings"  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  amendment  to 
strike  out  "City  Clerk's  Department"  from  the 
second  list  of  committees. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  reason  this  new  committee 
was  established  was  because  the  City  Clerk's  De- 
partment in  reality  consists  of  two  distinct  heads 
of  divisions.  The  City  Clerk  is,  by  our  charter, 
made  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  As 
such  he  has  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do  and  a  great 
many  papers  to  keep.  He  also,  by  law,  has  to  do  a 
great  many  other  things,  such  as  recording  mortga- 
ges, etc.,  which  obliges  him  to  run  another  depart- 
ment, the  expense  of  all  amounting  to  $10,000.  If 
the  Council  is  of  opinion  that  that,  department 
ought  not  to  have  the  supervision  of  a  committee, 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
will  meet  the  point.  But  it  will  be  the  only  de- 
partment connected  with  the  expenditure  of 
money  of  any  amouut  for  which  no  supervision 
is  provided  by  the  ordinance.  We  put  in  the 
amendment  for  the  sake  of  its  being  said  that 
any  department  charged  with  the  expenditure  of 
money  should  be  in  charge  of  a  committfe.  That 
being' the  principle,  I  hope  the  Council  will  give 
an  intelligent  vote  on  the  subject.  It  is  true,  as  I 
suggested  at  the  last  meeting,  that  our  present 
Citv  Clerk  objects  to  having  a  committee.  But 
incumbents  of  that  office  are  not  immortal,  and 
it  seems  tn  me  that,  no  man  in  City  Hall  ought  to 
feel,  because  he  is  obliged  to  have  the  supervision 
of  a  committee  of  the  City  Council,  that  it  is  in- 
tended as  any  reflection  upon  his  capacity  or 
his  honesty.  With  that  explanation,  I  hope  the 
Council  will  vote  upon  it.  Of  course,  there  is  not 
the  slightest  intention  to  reflect  upon  Mr.  Mc- 
Cleary.  But  the  fact  remains  that  here  is  a  de- 
partment which  spends  as  much  as  the  City  Regis- 
trar's Department,  and  one  or  two  others,  and 
yet  there  is  no  committee  to  see  that  the  depart- 
ment is  properly  conducted.  If  it  is  proper  to 
make  exceptions,  there  is  no  one  I  would  sooner 
see  excepted  than  Mr.  McCleary.  But  it  was  a 
matter  of  principle  in  making  the  report,  chat 
each  department  should  be  in  charge  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of 
appointing  a  committee  in  charge  of  this  depart- 
ment, where  there  is  now  no  committee,  and 
the  head  does  not  want  it.  There  are 
two  new  committees  put  in  here  for  the 
City  Clerk's  and  City  Architect's  departments, 
the'  architect  would  like  to  have  a  committee  and 
the  City  Clerk  don't  want  one.  As  long  as  the 
City  Clerk  is  perfectly  competent,  and  everybody 
is  satisfied,  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  having 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  agree  with  the  gentlemen  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat.  The  simple  fact  that 
there  are  committees  on  other  departments  is  no 
reason  for  having  a  committee  on  this  one.  The 
communication  of  the  City  Clerk  to  the  commit- 
tee stated  that  he  had  no  appropriation  under  his 
control.  Therefore  there  is  no  necessity  for  a 
committee,  and  I  shall  be  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. But  I  will  say  that  1  am  not  prepared  to 
indorse  what  may  be  passed  here  under  the  plan 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  suggested. 
I  had  one  or  two  suggestions  to  make  on  the  gen- 
eral subject,  and  merely,  as  an  explanation,  I 
would  state  that  I  want  to  avoid  responsibility, 
personally,  up  to  that  item.  My  point  is  that  I 
am  not  prepared  at  present  to  go  into  the  details 
of  i',  and  1  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  in- 
dorsing it. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  do  not  know  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  or  myself  are  strenuous  in 
regard  to  this  committee.  But  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  if  we  are  going  to  be  consistent  in  the 
management  of  the  city's  business,  we  ought  to 
have  a  committee  over  the  City  Clerk's  Depart- 
ment. We  put  a  committee  over  the  Architect's 
Department,  and  nobody  will  question  the  pro- 
priety of  it.  The  City  Architect  has  no  more 
money  to  spend  than  the  City  Clerk.  The  Archi- 
tect recognizes  the  propriety  of  having  a  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  his  department.  Now  the 
City  Clerk  may  think  it  is  not  desirahle  to  have  a 
committee  over  his  department.  I  think  the  City 
Clerk  has  no  reason  to  think  he  will  be  annoyed 


by  any  committee  which  may  be  appointed.  But 
the  fact  is  he  has  charge  of  an  expenditure  of 
over  $10,000,  and  if  other  departments  have  com- 
mittees over  them,  why  should  n't  this  depart- 
ment ?  That  is  the  main  reason  which  actuated 
me  in  voting  for  this  matter. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24— Why  should  not  the 
Citv  Messenger  be  under  the  control  of  a  commit- 
tee? 

Mr.  Bailey— The  City  Messenger  is  put  under 
the  control  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, so  far  as  he  has  charge  of  the  City  Hall 
building.  But  the  City  Messenger  is  the  servant 
of  the  City  Council,  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the 
Common  Council  and  the  Mayor.  Each  issues  or- 
ders every  day  for  him  to  execute.  But  in  all 
matters  relating  to  the  care  of  City  Hall  he  is  to 
be  under  the  control  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— It  seems  to  me  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  has  made  a  very  eloquent 
speech  against  placing  a  committee  over  the  City 
Clerk's  Department.  By  chapter  46  of  these  or- 
dinances, members  will  see  that  the  City  Clerk  is 
under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  that  he  shall  have  care  and  custody  of 
the  records,  etc.  The  City  Clerk  is  as  constantly 
under  the  care  and  control  of  the  Board  ot  Alder- 
men as  the  City  Messenger  is  under  the  direc- 
tion and  control  of  either  the  Aldermen  or  the 
Council.  The  duties  he  has  to  perform,  that  are 
not  by  direction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  are 
statutory  duties.  I  do  not  understand  what  busi- 
ness a  committee  would  have  in  that  depart- 
ment. I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  what  the 
duties  of  such  a  committee  would  be.. 
The  duties  of  the  City  Clerk  are  mostly  clerical 
and  ministerial.  The  Committee  on  City  Clerk's 
Department  would  certainly  not  interfere  in  the 
transaction  of  business  in  his  office,  nor  is  there 
any  need  of  a  go-between  for  this  Board  and  the 
City  Clerk's  office,  because  he  is  always  present.  I 
fail  to  see  any  reason  why  we  should  have  a  com- 
mittee on  this  department.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
think  it  would  be  a  mischievous  practice  to  intro- 
duce. The  employes  in  the  City  Clerk's  Depart- 
ment are  subject  to  his  appointment  and  removal. 
The  amount  expended  in  his  department  is  ex- 
pended either  by  ordinance  or  statute,  or  for  clerk 
hire.  I  fail  to  see  any  reason  why  there  should  be 
any  committee  in  charge  of  that  department. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  only  point  it  is  wished  to 
call  attention  to  is  the  amount  expended  by  that 
department.  In  the  third  section  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  it  is  provided  that 
the  salary  of  the  City  Clerk  shall  be  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  he  is  allowed  a  further  sum  or 
$10,500  for  clerks,  and  also  one  license  clerk  at 
$950.  The  duties  which  he  performs  are  impor- 
tant, and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  case  where  we 
need  a  supervision  as  much  as  we  do  in  the  case 
of  the  architect,  registrar  and  some  others.  But 
as  I  have  a'ready  stated,  it  is  open  to  the  Council 
to  have  the  committee  or  not,  and  the  committee 
are  not  strenuous  about  it.  The  question  can 
stand  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  Swift— It  seems  to  me  the  duties  of  the  City 
Clerk  differ  from  those  of  the  heads  of  other  de- 
partments. They  are  chiefly  clerical.  I  suppose 
the  functions  of  a  committee  are  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  a  department  to  the  City  Council 
for  information,  in  order  that  it  may  take  proper 
action  upon  the  matters  recommended  by  the  de- 
partments. I  see  nothing  in  the  City  Clerk's  De- 
partment requiring  such  supervision.  I  see  noth- 
ing which  calls  for  a  committee  to  instruct  the 
City  Council  on  what  takes  place  there.  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  a  committer  on  the  City 
Clerk's  Department  would  either  do  nothing  at 
all,  or  else  do  mischief.  I  can  conceive  that  it 
might  possibly  do  mischief  in  interfering  with 
the  appointment  of  the  persons  employed  in  that 
office.  I  do  not  see  that  they  would  have  any- 
thing to  do  except  to  recommend  persons  to  be 
employed  in  the  City  Clerk's  office;  and  I  do  not 
think  a  committee  should  be  employed  for  that 
purpose.  If  it  were  like  the  Sewer,  Paving,  Wa- 
ter or  any  other  department,  which  undertake 
public  works  upon  which  the  City  Council  ought 
to  be  informed  from  time  to  time,  it  would  need  a 
committee.  It  is  proper  to  have  a  committee  on 
all  these  departments  in  order  to  make  inquiries 
from  the  heads  of  departments  and  report 
to  the  City  Council  what  is  going  on.  But  no 
such  reason  exists  in  this  department,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think— though  I  confess  I  have  n't 
thought  of  it  before — on  the  first  blush,  that  it 
might  do  mischief,  and  I  cannot  see  where  it  will 
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do  any  good.  Therefore  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  Committee  on  City 
Clerk's  Department. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  question.  Suppose  the  City  Clerk 
should  appoint  some  incompetent  person,  how 
could  you  get  rid  of  that  person  ? 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— Does  the  gentleman  ask 
me  that  question  ? 

Mr.  Lauten — I  do. 

Mr.  Swift — When  the  City  Clerk  appoints  a  sub- 
ordinate he  is  responsible  for  his  appointment. 
And  I  suppose  the  gentleman  is  aware  that  the 
City  Clerk  is  elected  by  the  City  Council  every 
year;  and  if  he  employs  improper  persons,  and, 
after  being  notified  that  these  persons  are  im- 
proper, reiuses  to  remove  them,  that  is  ground 
for  refusing  to  reelect  him  next  year.  I  do  not 
think  that  would  be  likely  to  he  remedied  by  hav- 
ing a  Committee  on  City  Clerk's  Department. 
The  way  to  have  good  representatives  is  to  hold 
the  head  of  a  department  responsible  for  the  ap- 
pointments which  he  makes,  and  that  is  our 
method  under  the  present  arrangement. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  -4— As  I  said  in  the  first 
place,  it  makes  no  difference  to  me  what  the 
Council  sees  fit  to  do,  only  I  believe  in  having 
some  kind  of  uniformity  and  some  kind  of  plan 
on  which  you  propose  to  do  the  city's  business. 
As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  has  said,  the 
duties  of  the  City  Clerk  are  purely  those  denned 
by  statute.  Why  is  not  the  same  rule  applicable 
to  that  department  as  that  applied  to  the  City 
Registrar's  Department?  Why  should  you  have 
a  Committee  on  City  Registrars  Department, 
which  is  essentially  astatutoiy  office,  if  you  do 
not  have  a  committee  on  the  City  Clerk's  Depart- 
ment, which  is  in  precisely  the  same  condition  ?  I 
would  propound  that  question  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11—1  hope  the  Council 
will  not  think  that  every  motion  to  amend  will 
call  up  all  the  members  of  the  sub-committee.  I 
mean  to  get  up  on  just  as  few  occasions  as  I  pos- 
sibly can.  But  I  would  like  to  say  here 
that  the  committee  were  of  the  opinion 
that  a  Committee  on  City  Clerk's  Department 
should  be  inserted  simply  for  uniformity;  be- 
cause we  have  one,  as  has  already  been  noticed,  on 
City  Registrar's  Department;  and  there  leally  is 
no  difference  between  the  duties  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Cny  Clerk's  Department  and  those  of  the 
Committee  on  City  Registrar's  Department,  or 
those  of  the  Committee  on  the  Surveyor's 
Department.  These  three  committees  practically 
perform  very  much  the  same  duties,  and  we  did 
not  see,  as  there  was  a  Committee  on  City  Reg- 
istrar's Department,  and  a  Committee  on  Survey- 
or's Department  why  there  should  not  be  a  Com- 
mittee on  City  Clerk's  Department.  Further- 
more it  might  be  stated  that  this  is  really  the 
only  department  in  the  City  Government  that 
has  not  a  committee  to  it.  Of  course  originally, 
when  the  City  Clerk  was  simply  the  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  there  was  no  necessity  what- 
ever for  a  committee  being  over  him; 
there  was  nothing  for  the  committee  to  do 
or  to  look  into,  for  he  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Board  <>f  Aldermen.  But  since  his  office  has 
grown  and  his  duties  have  bc-n  enlarged  and  ex- 
tended, and  he  has  an  appropriation  to  expend, 
we  did  not  see  why  the  same  reasons  which  sail 
for  a  Committee  on  City  Registrar's  Department 
and  a  Committee  on  Surveyor's  Department 
should  not  call  for  a  committee  on  his  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— One  last  word.  I 
take  it,  if  1  understand  it  rightly,  that  the  City 
Clerk  receives  a  great  many  fees  in  his  office.  A 
very  considerable  amount  of  revenue  comes  in 
there,  and  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of 
money  to  be  spent.  So  far  as  Mr.  McCleary  is 
concerned  we  are  making  an  exception  in  regard 
to  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  money 
in  his  favor.  I  do  not  doubt  that 
he  is  worthy  of  that  confidence.  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  mistake  for  the  Council 
to  vote  that  they  will  not  exercise  any  supervi- 
sion over  any  official  who  is  receiving  or  paying 
out  money  to  any  extent.  The  gentlemanhas 
asked  what  would  happen  if  Mr.  McCleary  should 
appoint  an  unworthy  clerk;  and  if  I  remember 
rightly,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  had  no  par- 
ticular answer  to  make  to  the  inquiry.  I  suppose 
you  are  all  aware  that  the  defalcation  that  occur- 
red down  stairs  was  on  the  part  of  a  trusted  offi- 
cial, a  man  of  whom  his  employer  thought  highly. 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  department  ex- 
empt from  the  possibility  of  such  an  accident. 


Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  £—1  would  like  to  remind 
the  gentleman,  if  he  will  allow  me  to  interrupt 
him,  that  there  were  two  committees  to  whom 
that  official  was  subject. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  was  about  to  men- 
tion that— 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  would  like  to  suggest 
that  if  the  Sinking  Fund  had  been  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  committee  this  thing  would  not  have 
happened. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  was  about  to  say 
that  though  coinmittees  aie  not  a  perfect  guaran- 
tee against  harm,  it  is  commonly  supposed  that 
an  efficient  committee  does  act  as  a  check  on 
defalcations.  It  seems  to  me  rather  unwise  for 
the  Council  to  refuse  to  place  a  committee  over 
any  department  that  is  expending  or  receiving 
much  money.  But  as  I  have  already  said,  I  have 
no  doubt  the  Council  intends  to  do  what  is  best, 
and  I  am  willing  to  come  to  a  vote  now. 

The  president— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Council 
to  strike  out  "Committee  on  City  Clerk's  Depart- 
ment"? 

Carried. 

The  President — Section  2  relates  to  the  powers 
of  the  committees.  Are  there  any  amendments 
to  be  offered  ?  There  are  no  amendments  offered 
to  this  section. 

The  President— Section  3  relates  to  annual  re- 
ports of  departments.  Are  there  any  amend- 
ments to  be  offered  ? 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— It  is  well  understood,  I 
suppose,  that  every  member  of  this  committee, 
both  of  the  general  committee  and  of  the  sub- 
committee, has  certain  amendments  that  he  pro- 
poses to  offer  to  these  orders.  I  myself  have  con- 
sented to  the  report,  althougn  there  are  things  in 
the  orders  which  1  expressly  disapprove.  Mr. 
Wharton,  Mr.  Whitmore  and  other  members  of 
the  committee  are  in  exactly  the  same  position. 
I  propose  now  to  offer  a  substitute  for  section  3, 
chapter  2. 

The  President— Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  offers  the 
following  amendment— Is  this  a  substitute? 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— A  substitute. 

The  President — As  n  substitute  for  the  entire 
section : 

"Every  l  oard  and  department  shall,  before  the 
fifteenth  day  of  the  months  of  January  and  July, 
deliver  to  the  City  Cierk  a  report  to  the  City 
Council  of  the  doings  of  the  department  for  the 
preceding  six  months,  and  the  City  Clerk  shall 
cause  all  the  said  reports  for  each  half-year  to  be 
printed  and  bound  in  one  volume,  and  "a  copy  to 
be  delivered  to  the  Mayor  and  to  each  member  of 
the  City  Government  beiore  the  end  of  each  of 
said  months." 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— I  will  explain  the  prac- 
tical workingof  that  amendment,  as  I  understand 
it.  As  the  reports  are  put  in  now  by  the  differ- 
ent departments,  they  are  put  in  either 
monthly  or  annually,  and  a  member  of  the  City 
Government  may  perhaps  read  the  whole  of  them 
and  may  perhaps  get  all  the  information  with 
regard  10  the  doings  of  the  department  for  the 
year,  and  perhaps  he  may  not.  It  depends  on  his 
picking  up  the  whole  of  it.  If  this  amendment  is 
adopted  there  will  be  two  reports  of  each  depart- 
ment annually,  and  by  directing  them  as  I  have 
proposed  the  reports  are  made  to  the  City  Gov- 
ernment and  are  sent  to  the  City  Clerk,  whose 
duty  it  will  be  to  take  them  all  together  and  have 
them  bound  in  one  volume,  and'lay  them  upon 
the  desk  of  each  member  of  the  City  Council  be- 
fore the  end  of  January  and  before  the  end  of 
July.  If  that  amendment  is  adopted,  as  every 
gentleman  will  see,  we  shall  have,  when  the 
members  of  a  new  City  Government  come  in,  an 
opportunity  to  take  up  one  volume,  and  upon 
going  through  it,  know  just  what  has  been 
going  on  in  the  city  departments  during 
the  preceding  six  months,  and  know  that 
we  have  every  department  there.  So  also  in  July 
we  shall  have  before  us  the  condition  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  city.  I,  for  one,  believe  it  to  be  a 
good  suggestion,  and  I  think  I  can  say  that  oth- 
ers of  the  committee  join  with  me  in  that  belief. 
Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that 
the  substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman  trom 
Ward  4  is  certainly  much  better  than  the  section 
reported  by  the  committee;  but  I  would  suggest 
that  even  that  might  be  improved.  The  financial 
year  of  the  city  of  Boston  ends  on  the  30th  of 
April.  It  will  be  readily  seen,  therefore,  that  the 
reports  of  the  various  departments  which  have  a 
large  appropriation  by  reporting  at  these  odd  in- 
tervals will  report  before  a  year  has  elapsed  and 
they  will  at  no  time  be  able  to  report  upon  the  ex- 


656 


UUMMON       COUNCIL, 


pen di tu res  of  any  one  whole  year.  It  seems  to 
me  it  would  be  better  i hat  the  dates  should  be 
the  loth  day  of  May  and  the  15th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 'if  the  gentleman  wants  to  have  a  report 
every  six  months. 

Mr.  Hosley  of  Ward  15—1  was  about  to  make 
the  same  objection,  and  I  will  mention  some  in- 
consistencies tliat  I  find  with  regard  to  the  City 
Hospital.  The  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
1880  says  that  in  the  month  of  April  the  Mayor 
shall  appoint  Ave  citizens  of  lioston,  not  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council, to  be  Trus  tees  of  the  City 
Hospital.  They  do  not  get  into  office  so  that  they 
can  report  in  July,  when  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  suggests  they  shall  report.  In  a  month 
they  will  have  to  make  a  report,  and  they  will  not 
have  sufficient  time.  1  think,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9,  that  the  report  should  be  made  in 
May  and  November. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— There  are  several  reasons 
for  making  the  reports  in  these  months,  and  to  me 
they  overbalance  the  objections  which  have  been 
raised.  As  is  well  known,  the  Auditor,  under 
the  existing  ordinances  and  under  the  proposed 
ordinances,  will  make  his  annual  report  in  July. 
That  shows  the  total  expenditures  of  the  city;  it 
shows  everything  there  is  in  the  City  Govern- 
ment. That  is  his  report  for  the  financial  year. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  you  make  it  for  six  mouths, 
that  will  be  up  to  October  and  up  to  the  first  of 
May.  That  will  furnish  any  information  to  any 
member  of  an  in-coming  City  Government  He 
will  have  to  go  back  to  the  report  made  in  the 
middle  of  October  for  the  basis  of  his  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  doings  of  the  last  City  Gov- 
ernment. That  is  the  reason  for  my  suggestion 
that  the  report  should  be  made  in  December. 
Again,  the  matter  was  urged  upon  us  by  the 
Mayor,  who  came  before  the  committee  and  sug- 
gested that  when  he  came  into  office  for 
the  first  time  it  was  almost  impossible  for 
him  to  get  any  information  as  to  what  had 
been  done  in  the  city  during  the  year  pre- 
vious, for  the  reason  that  the  departments 
kept  no  record  up  to  December  or  up  to  that  time. 
He  could  find  nothing  without  going  back  three 
or  four  months.  Therefore  we  said  if  that  is  the 
case,  the  reports  should  be  made  at  the  close  of 
the  year.  Then  every  new  member  having  this 
volume  before  him  may  know  something  of  the 
doings  of  the  City  Council  immediately  preced- 
ing him.  When  we  get  to  July,  members  will  re- 
ceive the  Auditor's  report,  which  deals  with  the 
financial  year  and  the  doings  of  the  city  up  to 
that  time  may  be  seen,  and  the  carrying  over  of 
the  doings  of  the  financial  year  from  December 
only  carries  it  over  for  the  two  months  next  en- 
suirjg.  So  that,  taking  everything  into  considera- 
tion, it  seems  to  me,  and  to  other  members  of  the 
committee,  that  the  months  of  December  and 
July  are  by  all  means  the  best  in  which  to  require 
these  reports  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— It  seems  to  me  that 
this  section  is  rather  overdoing  the  matter  of 
consolidating  these  ordinances.  If  gentlemen 
will  look  on  page  172  of  the  ordinances  proposed, 
they  will  find  that  the  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions are  there  required  to  make  their  annual 
report  in  May.  On  page  28  of  this  same  revision 
the  City  Collector  is  required  to  make  his  report 
at  the  end  of  the  financial  year;  and  unless  ex- 
ceptions are  made  in  these  departments  and  in 
others,  the  ordinance  will  require  these  depart- 
ments to  make  there  reports  ev>  ry  year.  It  seems 
rather  unreasonable  that  departments  that  are  in 
receipt  of  money,  like  the  Collector's  Department, 
the  Registrar's  Department,  and  also  the 
City  Hospital,  to  a  certain  extent,  should 
be  required  to  make  ?.  report  at  such 
times  of  the  year  as  do  not  correspond 
at  all  to  the  city  financial  year.  It  seems  to  me 
that  is  going  to  introduce  a  great  deal  of  contu- 
sion, and  that  you  will  not  be  able  really  to  get 
such  correct  information  out  of  the  reports  as 
you  get  out  of  the  reports  as  rbey  are  presented 
at  present.  I  have  not  heard  that  there  has  been 
any  difficulty  in  understanding  the  reports  of  the 
different  dnpartments  as  they  are  now  made.  If 
a  persou  comes  here  to  this  Council  not  knowing 
the  arrangement  of  the  different  departments,  he 
finds  under  each  head  just  when  these  reports  are 
to  be  made.  It  is  stated  under  the  head  of  Fire 
Department,  Water  Department,  and  so  on,  that 
these  annual  reports  are  to  be  made  at  a  certain 
time;  and  I  think  he  will  find  it  much  easier  to 
get  at  the  time  when  they  are  to  be  made  and 
when  they  are  to  be  expected  than  he 
will    if  this   provision    is  put    in   that  they  are 


to  be  made  twice  a  year,  and  that  in  some  depart- 
ments they  are  to  be  made  at  the  end  of  the  finan- 
cial year  in  addition  to  that.  Then,  too,  it  seems 
to  me  very  proper  that  the  heads  of  departments 
should  make  their  reports  to  the  City  Council 
rather  than  to  the  committees  in  charge  of  the 
departments.  It  is  the  heads  of  departments 
that  do  the  work,  and  the  committees  have  super- 
vision over  them.  The  committees  will  have  to 
get  the  heads  of  departments  to  make  these  re- 
ports, and  I  do  not  see  why  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments should  not  report  directly  to  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  defend 
the  section  as  it  stands  and  to  answer  one  or  two 
objections  which  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
it.  We  propose  in  this  section  3  that  the  annual 
reports  sh^ll  be  made  in  December,  of  course  ex- 
cepting such  departments  as  we  have  particu- 
larly allowed  by  ordinance  to  make  t  eir  re- 
ports at  different  times.  If  that  is  not 
in  the  text  it  was  so  understood,  and  I 
think  if  it  is  necessary  to  make  it  plain- 
er we  will  put  in  the  words.  But 
that  was  the  intention.  In  drafting  these  ordi- 
nances there  were  several  departments  where  we 
have  reported  b^ck  the  ordinances  substantially 
as  they  stood.  With  regard  to  the  City  Hospital, 
that  was  one  of  rhem.  We  did  not  wish  to  inter- 
fere at  all  with  these  departments,  and  we  have 
reported  back  the  ordinances  as  they  stood.  But 
I  wish  the  Council  to  observe  the  difference  be- 
tween the  City  Hospital  report  and  the  Water 
Board  repo' t  and  these  other  reports  of  the  de- 
partments in  which  we  feel  an  interest.  The  City 
Hospital  now  is  no  part  of  the  City  Government. 
It  belongs  to  ihe  trustees.  We  vote  a  sum  of 
money,  and  the  report  that  comes  back  is  of  no 
interest  to  any  member  of  this  Council  con- 
cerned, so  far  as  he  is  going  to  exercise  any  con- 
trol over  what  has  been  done  there.  We  have  pe- 
titioned for  an  act,  and  we  are  satisfied 
now  to  have  it  managed  by  the  trustees. 
Now  I  must  say,  with  all  due  deference 
to  my  medical  friend,  that  it  is  no  par- 
ticular advantage  to  a  new  member  who 
comes  in  here  in  January  to  Know  how 
many  different  kinds  of  disease  have  been  cured 
up  in  the  six  months  or  twelve  months  before. 
The  matter  is  given  over  entirely  to  the  gentle- 
men who  manage  this  charity  for  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 1  venture  to  say  that  a  report  of  thetrustees 
of  the  City  Hospital  two  years  old  is  just  as  use- 
ful to  the  members  as  one  made  today.  It  is 
nearly  the  same  way  with  regard  to  water.  The 
matters  there  are  conducted  without  any  regard 
to  the  members  of  the  City  Council.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  the  departments  in  which  we  feel  an 
interest,  the  departments  which  spend  a  great 
amount  of  money,  as  a  rule  wind  up  their  work 
in  December.  You  take  these  great  appropria- 
tions we  make  for  streets  and  paving,  Common 
and  squares,  and  all  the  various  departments,— the 
bulk  of  the  appropriation  is  expended  before  the 
first  day  of  January.  Consequently  these  depart- 
ments, which  can  make  up  their  reports  just  as 
well  one  day  as  another,  so  far  as  their  accounts 
are  concerned,  if  we  have  these  reports  made  up, 
as  we  propose  in  the  printed  section,  on  the  10th 
day  of  December  of  the  present  year,  every  new 
member  then  will  have  the  whole  work  of  the 
preceding  year,  and  the  expenditure  of  nearly  all 
the  appropriation  for  the  preceding  year,  in  fig- 
ures before  him;  every  new  member  will  have 
something  brought  up' to  within  a  month  of  the 
time  he  comes  in  to  take  his  seat,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  is  a  very  great  gain.  If  the  Council  does 
not  understand  it,  I  regret  that  we  have  not  made 
a  better  case. 

The  suggestion  which  has  been  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  is  also  entitled  to  consid- 
eration. It  came  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
who  appeared  before  our  committee  and 
stated  that  such  a  report  or  series  of 
reports  would  be  of  the  greatest  possible 
advantage  to  every  person  coming  in  to  take  the 
office  of  Mayor  for  the  first  time,  or  even  after  an 
intermission.  It  would  enable  him  to  start  with 
all  the  information  brought  right  to  his  hand. 

The  proposition  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  makes,  to  have  two  reports  within  the 
year,  seems  to  me  to  be  hardly  necessary  or  war- 
ranted by  anything  that  has  yet  turned  up  in  city 
affairs.  Most  of  these  reports  are  waste  paper. 
Most  of  these  reports  are  thrown  away,  I  regret 
to  sav,  without  examination.  And  one  reason  I 
believe  is  that  when  the  new  members  come  here 
in  January  they  inquire  for  the  report  of   the  de- 
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partment  they  are  interested  in,  and  they  can 
only  get  a  "report  made  in  the  preceding 
year,  sometime  in  May  or  June,  or  per- 
haps earlier.  They  do  not  get  the  infor- 
mation 5-0  compact  and  brought  to  so 
recent  a  point  as  to  be  of  any  benefit  to  them. 
And  beyond  that  the  objection  which  1  make  to 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  f.'om  Ward  4  is 
this:  This  order  as  reported  in  print  suggests 
that  committees  shall  make  these  reports,  shall 
present  to  the  City  Council  a  report  in  writing  un- 
less the  Council  have  directed  the  same  to  be  sub- 
mitted in  print;  and  that,  it  seems  to  me,  comes 
to  the  root  of  a  great  nuisance  and  matter  of  ex- 
pense. We  receive  these  written  reports  pre- 
pared by  the  heads  of  departments,  and  all  are 
printed  by  an  order  which  has  come  in  here  an- 
nually for  two  or  three  years,  by  wnich  the  Coun- 
cil directs  these  persons  to  go  on  and  print  any- 
thing they  see  tit.  I  think  the  Council  will  re- 
member that  two  or  three  years  ago  our  Chief  of 
Police  used  to  give  us  "  a  tirade  of 
his  opinions  on  every  conceivable  subject, 
and  put  it  into  his  report.  He  presented 
his  ideas  on  educational  and  reformatory  mat- 
ters and  everything  else,  and  he  used  to  imprint 
them  upon  the  people  of  Boston  annually  at  their 
expense.  Again,  we  have  ordered  in  past  years  a 
particular  report  to  be  made  bv  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner-', and  that  report,  I  think,  is  one  of  the 
most  ridiculous  and  unnecessary  things  ever 
seen.  If  you  will  take  up  the  report  of  the  first 
year  you  will  find  two  or  three  hundred  pages  of 
the  records  of  every  fire  that  occurred  during  the 
year,  what  engines  were  there,  what  engine  got 
there  first,  the  approximate  amount  of  loss,  anil  a 
lot  of  other  things,  all  printed  in  a  manner  which 
gratifies  the  heart  of  the  city  printer,  but  nobody 
else— all  spread  out  there,  item  after  item.  You 
will  find  a  page  and  a  half  taken  up  with 
the  account  of  an  alarm  for  a  fire  on  Hano- 
ver street  ;  Engine  No.  1  got  theie  first, 
three  minutes  after  the  alarm;  the  fire  was  put 
out;  estimated  damage  $10,  insurance  §1000.  That 
is  a  faithful  picture  of  all  the  items  you  will  find 
in  that  report.  Well,  the  Fire  Commissioners 
were  not  to  blame,  because  we  ordered  them  on 
one  occasion  to  make  such  a  report;  but  it  is  un- 
necessary. And  I  think  the  President  will  bear 
me  out  iii  this,  that  month  after  month  and  quar- 
ter after  quarter,  quarterly  reports  are  ottered  to 
be  submitted  by  him.  There  comes  up,  I  remem- 
ber well,  a  big  document  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent ot  the  Council.  The  President  reads  it  by 
its  title,  "Quarterly  report  of  this  department. 
No  objection  being  made,  this  communication 
will  he' placed  on  file,"  and  that  is  the  end  of  it. 
AVe  have  lots  of  reports  that  ought  to  be  treated 
in  the  same  way;  and  if  these  are  made  in  writ- 
ing it  will  then'rest  with  the  judgment  of  every 
committee  as  to  whether  a  report  is  to  be  print- 
ed or  not.  The  object  of  this  chauge 
as  it  stands  here  is  to  save  the  city 
a  great  amount  of  money  which  is  now,  I  believe", 
wasted  in  useless  printing.  I  think  the  change 
as  it  stands  is  desirable  at  a  time  when  we  have 
got  to  look,  for  some  years  to  come,  to  every  dol- 
lar we  spend;  and  if  we  can  save  anything  of  un- 
necessary expense  we  had  better  do  so. 

In  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  that  these  reports  should  come  in 
direct  from  the  heads  of  departments,  1  think  he 
will  come  to  a  new  opinion  of  the  matter  if  he 
will  look  at  it  in  this  light;  that  the  committees 
are  always  here  and  the  order  is  that  the  heads 
of  departments  shall  furnish  such  reports  to  the 
committee.  It  is  a  mere  matter  of  detail  wheth- 
er the  committee  shall  receive  it  and  send  it  in 
here,  or  whether  it  shall  be  sent  in  as  a  sealed 
package.  If  it  is  received  by  them  it  will  be  their 
duty  to  make  some  suggestion  as  to  whether  it 
ought  to  be  printed  or  not.  A  great 
many  of  these  reports  aie  very  admirable 
reports  and  should  be  printed.  On  the  other 
hand  I  think  a  good  many  of  them  are  mere  mat- 
ters of  routine,  and  it  would  be  just  as  well  to 
keep  thein  in  writing  as  to  submit  them  in  print. 
I  think  it  would  he  worth  while  to  try  it  for  a 
year  and  see  whether  the  check  ot  having  the 
committees  look  them  over  would  not  save  the 
city  a  great  deal  of  money.  That  is  the  object  of 
the  order  as  it  now  stands.  I  hope  the  Council 
will  be  willing  to  consider  the  two  matters  as 
they  stand,  and  accept  either  the  printed  section 
or  the  section  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4,  or  some  amendment  of  it,  in  order  that 
it  may  be  settled  in  some  satisfactory  way.    The 


printed  report,  as  I  have  already  said,  looks  to 
only  one  report  in  a  year,  made  at  a  time  when 
every  department,  except  those  which  are  special- 
ly exempt,  can  do  it  perfectly  well,  which  will 
give  information  to  a  new  City  Government, 
both  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Counci'lmen.  I  think 
one  report  a  year  will  certainly  be  as  much  as  we 
shall  need;  but  if  at  any  time  it  is  fouud  neces- 
sary to  have  more,  it  will  be  a  very  easy  thing  to 
alter  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  while  be  is  on  this 
point,  in  regard  to  section  3,  what  he  understands 
by  the  preceding  \ear.  "Every  committee  in 
charge  of  a  department  shall  annually,  on  or  be- 
fore the  tenth  day  of  December,  present  to  the 
City  Council  a  written  report  of  the  tiansactions 
of  such  department  for  the  preceding  year."  For 
the  year  ending  when  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  should  say  on  a 
day  nearest  to  the  tenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber that  the  circumstances  would  admit  of. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  would  probably 
be  on  the  first  day  of  December.  It  may  be  that 
some  departments  make  up  their  payrolls  so  that 
it  would  come  on  the  last  day  of  the  week,  or 
something  of  that  sort;  but  the  idea  would  be 
that  it  would  be  a  continuous  and  complete  re- 
port from  period  to  period,  being  intended  to 
covei  a  year;  not  a  year  necessarily  of  365  days, — 
it  might  be  a  year  of  fifty-two  weeks.  Wherever 
it  falls  in  one  annual  report,  they  would  in  the 
next  annual  report  resume  that  point,  it  would 
be  as  near  the  first  day  of  December  as   possible. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23— The  order  says,  "On  or  be- 
fore the  tenth  day  ot  December."  Is  there  any- 
thing to  prevent  the  head  of  a  department  from 
making  his  report  in  January  ?  On  or  before  is  a 
very  indefinite  term,  and  if  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment should  take  it  into  his  head  to  make 
his  report  in  January  for  the  calendar  year  pre- 
vious to  that  time  there  is  nothing  in  that  section 
that  would  prevent  him,  it  seems'to  me. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— Way  I  ask  what  the 
question  before  the  Council  is  ? 

The  President — The  question  before  the  house  is 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  to  substitute 
for  section  3  the  order  which  the  Chair  has  read. 
Then  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  so  that  the  report  shall 
be  made  on  the  15th  day  of  May  and  on  the  15th 
day  of  November;  and  the  motion  pending  is  the 
proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Parkman  of   Ward  9. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  —  In  answer  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  I  will  say 
that  I  think  he  will  agree  with  me  that 
if  any  head  of  a  department  should 
undertake  to  trifle  with  the  City  Government  on 
an  order  of  this  kind  by  making  his  report  in 
January  or  after  the  tenth  day  of  December,  there 
would  he  a  vacancy  in  his  department  very  soon. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  deal  with 
officials  who  are  going  out  oi'  the  way  to  rtisobey 
instructions  or  plain  directions.  If  any  head  of  a 
department  did  that  once,  I  do  not  think  he  would 
have  a  chance  to  make  a  second  report. 

The  President— The  question  before  the  Council 
is  the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Parkman  of 
Ward  9. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  think  it  is  very  im- 
portant that  the  reports  of  the  hearts. of  depart- 
ments should  correspond  with  our  financial  year, 
so  that  there  may  be  no  apparent  discrepancies. 
I  believe  that  now  the  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  is  made  in  January. 
His  report  covers  a  part  of  one  year  and  a 
part  of  another  year,  and  the  differences  are 
quite  noticeable.  The  amendment  that  I  have 
offered,  however,  seems  perhaps  hardly  to  give 
time  between  the  1st  day  of  May  and  the  15th 
day  of  May  for  the  committee  to  make  up  their 
report,  and  I  should  like  to  change  that  to  the  1st 
day  of  June  and  the  1st  day  of  December  for  the 
six  months  preceding  the  1st  day  of  May  and  the 
1st  day  of  November. 

The'President— The  question  before  the  Council 
is  the  amendment  offered  by  Air.  Parkmau  ol 
Ward  9,  so  that  the  report  shall  be  mado  on  the 
1st  day  of  Juno  and  the  1st  day  of  December.  Is 
the  Council  ready  for  the  iiuestion  ? 

Mr.  nailey  of  Ward  4— Does  the  gentleman 
mean  (or  the  six  months  up  to  tho  1st  of  Decem- 
ber? 

Mr  Parkman  ol    Ward   9 — No,  sir;  forthesix 

months  preceding  the  lirst  day  of  May  and  the 
first  day  of  November— the  end  of  the 'financial 
year. 
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Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  would  like  to  ask 
what  the  necessity  is  for  semi-annual  reports  ex- 
cept they  are  specially  provided  for. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— I  do  not  know  that  there 
is  any  great  necessity  for  them,  but  I  thought 
that  perhaps  it  rni;ht  meet  the  desire  of  certain 
gentlemen  here  that  members  of  the  Council 
should  have  a  report  at  the  beginniug  of  the  year 
coming  up  as  near  as  po>sible  to  the  time  when 
they  became  members  of  the  City  Government. 

The  President  —  The  question  before  the 
Council  is  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4,  so 
that  the  report  shall  be  made  the  first  day 
of  June  and  the  first  day  of  December  for  the  six 
months  ending  the  first  day  of  May  and  the  first 
day  of  November. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  hope  that  amend- 
ment will  tot  prevail,  for  this  reason:  chat  if  that 
amendment  i-  voted  clown  I  shall  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amei  dnient  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  to  this  effect— That  the  heads  of  de- 
partments make  annually  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber or  January  a  report,  except  where  otherwise 
provided  by  ordinance.  So  that  only  one  report 
shall  be  made  annually  in  time  to  inform  the 
new  City  Government  of  the  srate  of  affairs  which 
have  gone  on  in  the  time  preceding  heir  term  of 
office.  Then  that  will  cause  the  reports  to  go 
to  the  City  Clerk— amtnding  the  amendment 
offered  by  tne  gentleman  from  Ward  4  only  so  far 
as  is  necessary  to  in  order  to  direct  annual 
reports  to  be  made  in  December,  except  where 
otherwise  provided  for  by  ordinance. 

Mr.  Bail."y  of  Ward  4— If  the  amendment  should 
be  offered  it  would  certainly  meet  my  approba- 
tion. I  would  rust  as  lief  have  that  as  the  one  I 
proposed.  The  only  reason  I  desired  to  have 
semi-annual  reports  was  that  I  thought,  perhaps 
the  mpmuers  of  the  Council  miaht  desire  to  have 
their  information  every  six  months  as  to  the 
doings  of  the  city  for  the  previous  six  months. 
But  if  they  are  to  have  only  one  report  they 
snould  certainly  nave  it  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber or  January.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has 
pointed  out  the  Superintendent  or  Streets.  He 
makes  his  i  eport  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of 
January,  and  I  have  never  heard  that  there  was 
an?  difficulty  in  his  miking  it.  t!  though  it  does  net 
come  at  the  fii-.ancial  six  months  of  the  year,  and 
certainly  it  is  a  valuable  thrng  for  the  new  mem- 
bers to  have.  The  City  Government  itself  does 
not  care  so  much  about  the  particular  amount  of 
expenditures.  Take  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps,  for  instance.  If  any  gentleman  wants  to 
know  what  happens  in  that  department,  he  takes 
up  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  to  find  out 
how  marry  lamps  there  are  and  where  they  are. 
He  does  not  cart  just  how  many  dollars  have  been 
expended.  He  says,  "I  can  wait  until  the  end  of 
the  financial  yeai%  and  the  report  of  the  Auditor 
shows  me  everything  in  every  department." 
There  is  where  we  should  go  to  set  our  figures 
about  expenditures.  If  a  man  wants  to  know 
what  has  bee  i  done  on  the  streets  he  goes  to  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets;  he  does 
not  care  to  know  just  how  many  dollars  have 
been  spent.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  either  in  the 
month  of  December  or  January  there  should  be 
either  an  annual  or  a  semi-annual  report  of  the 
doings  of  each  department. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  thir.k  the  section  as 
printed  is  about  right,  and  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  President— On  the  main  question  or  on  the 
amendment? 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— On  the  amendment. 

The  President— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Council 
that  the  vote  be  now  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— I  was  going  to  sug- 
gest that  the  gentleman  probably  did  not  under- 
stand the  change  whrch  bad  been  made  by  the 
previous  questron,  and  I  hope  the  motion  will  not 
be  put,  for  the  reason  that  I  think  the 
most  satisfactory  thing  we  could  do  now 
would  be  to  take  a  vote  on  this  question, 
whether  we  will  have  annual  or  semi-annual 
reports.  I  think  if  the  Council  will  en- 
tertain that  suggestion  for  a  moment  and 
let  the  motion  be  put  at  once  to  the  Council  that 
either  there  should  be  annual  or  semi-annual  re- 
ports, then  the  matter  of  tinre  can  very  easily  be 
arrauced  between  the  different  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  upon  it.  As  the  matter  stands  now, 
with  the  amendments   back  and  forth,  the  real 

fist  of  the  matter  may  be  somewhat  onscure,  and 
move  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  a  reso- 


lution that  this  Council  approves  of  only  annual 
reports  instead  of  semi-annual  reports.  By  tak- 
ing a  vote  upon  that  we  can  find  out  what  the 
effect  of  the  amendment  will  be.  Then  the  gen- 
tlemen can  fix  the  trine;  they  all  seem  to  be 
pretty  well  agreed  as  to  what  dates  they  will 
have  rf  they  are  to  have  semi-annual  reports. 

The  President— The  question  is,  Shall  the  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment  oe  now  taken?    Lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  offer  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  amendment  my  resolution. 

The  President — That  motion  will  be  out  of 
order.  There  are  two  amendments  now  pend- 
ng. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  to  suspend 
the  rule,  then. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— It  it  will  help  the  gen- 
tleman in  anyway,  I  will  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment for  the'  present,  so  that  we  can  test  the 
question  whether  there  should  be  annual  or  semi- 
annual reports. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  would  move  a  re- 
solve to  this  effect:  That  it  is,  in  the  opinion  of 
thrs  Council,  inexpedient  to  have  semi-annual 
reports.  That  will  bring  the  matter  right  up  to 
one  vote. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  put  the  motion  if 
no  objection  is  made:  Resolved,  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  that  we  have  semi-annual 
reports  from  the  different  departments. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — That  is  not  the  way 
I  stated  it. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  please  state 
it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— That  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  have  semi-annual  reports. 

The  President— The  Council  has  voted  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  have  semi-annual  reports  from 
the  different  departments.  The  question  is  now 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — Now,  in  view  of  that,  I 
will  adopt  the  suggestion  of  my  friend  opposite, 
from  Ward  11,  to  so  amend  my  substitute  that  it 
shall  read  "annual  reports  on  or  before  the  10th 
clay  of  December." 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— Unless  otherwise  pro- 
vided by  ordinance. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— Yes,  I  intended  to  in- 
clude that. 

The  Presideut — The  proposed  amendment  is 
that  every  board  and  department  shall  an- 
nually, before  the  10th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, unless  otherwise  directed"  by  ordinance, 
deliver  to  the  City  Clerk  a  report  to  the  City 
Council  of  the  doings  of  the  department  for  the 
preceding  year,  and  the  City  Clerk  shall  cause  all 
the  said  reports  for  each  year  to  be  printed  and 
bound  in  one  volume,  and  a  copy  to  be  delivered 
to  the  Mayor  and  each  member  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment before  the  end  of  said  year. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — I  would  like  to  ask  if 
it  is  in  order  to  offer  an  amendment. 

The  President — It  is,  only  one  amendment  has 
been  offered     Is  this  in  place  of  the  stction  ? 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— Yes,  sir. 

The  President— Every  board  arc!  department 
shall  annually  in  May,  unless  otherwise  directed 
by  ordinance,  presentto  the  City  Council  through 
the  committee  in  charge  of  said  department  a 
written  report  of  all  the  transactions  of  his  de- 
partment tor  the  preceding  year,  unless  the  Coun- 
cil shall  have  directed  the  same  to  be  submitted 
in  print.  Every  department  not  in  charge  of  a 
committee  shall  transmit  a  similar  report  to  the 
City  Clerk,  who  shall  present  it  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— My  objections  to  that  are 
the  same  that  I  have  already  urged;  that  you 
should  have  them  so  that  they  can  be  prinred  in 
one  or  more  volumes  at  the  same  time.  If  it  is 
presented  through  a  committee  to  this  Council, 
I  do  not  know  the  object  of  having  reports  offered 
through  a  committee.  If  it  means  that  a  report 
shall  go  there  to  be  doctored,  I  do  not  believe  in 
it.  My  friend  from  Ward  12  says  it  ought  to  be, 
and  I  say  U  ought  not.  If  the  report  of  a  depart- 
ment goes  to  a  committee,  and  it  is  understood 
that  the  committee  shall  have  the  right  to  report 
as  much  of  it  as  they  see  fit,  the  result  will  be  that 
you  will  have  nobody  responsible  lor  the  report. 
The  head  of  the  department  will  say  he  did  not 
make  it,  and  the  committee  will  say  they  took  it 
from  the  head  of  the  department,  and  you  will 
have  nobody  responsible  for  it.  It  it  is  not  meant 
that  the  committee  shall  have  the  supervision  of 
the  report  and  the  right  to  curtail  it,  why,  then, 
it  might  just  as  well  be  made  to  the  Council. 
They    will    come    in     along    from    the    1st    to 
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the  3d  or  the  6th  of  the  month:  the  City 
Council  may  order  them  printed,  and  when  you 
get  the  volume  yon  bare  got  everything 
relating  to  every  department,  and  there  you  are. 
Then  in  regard"  to  the  date,  I  do  not  think  the 
month  is  so  good  as  the  month  of  December,  for 
the  reason  I  have  already  given.  And  I  desire  to 
say  here  that  I  hope  the  Council  will  pardon  me 
for  taking  up  what  may  seem  to  be  unnecessary 
time;  but  I  think  this  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant things  that  will  come  before  the  Council  in 
the  shape  of  an  amendment  to  these  ordinances; 
that  every  member  of  the  City  Council  sball  have 
an  opportunity  to  find  wtut  has  been  done  during 
any  previous  period  cannot  be  too  carefully  pro- 
vided for,  and  any  tiiue  spent  upon  it  is  well 
spent. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  should  like  to  say 
that  my  object  in  offering  this  was  to  have  the 
reports  come  in  nearly  at  one  time  of  the  year. 
The  month  of  Mavis  stated  as  the  time,  and  "that 
month  was  selected  simply  because  that  is  the 
end  of  the  financial  year  of  the  city — that  is,  the 
30th  of  April.  It  the  financial  year  "was  changed 
so  as  to  correspond  with  the  calendar  year,  then 
it  would  be  very  easy  to  make  these" reports  in 
January  or  at  the  end  ot  December.  But  as  the 
financial  year  is  now  arranged,  I  do  not  tnink  that 
the  reports  can  be  maae  at  the  time  when  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  wishes  them  without 
causing  confusion,  and  without  sometimes  mis- 
leading new  members. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  would  like  to  ask  one 
question— if  the  gentleman  has  ever  heard  of  any 
trouble  being  experienced  in  the  Department  of 
Streets  in  making  their  report  in  January  ?  That 
custom  ha-*  existed  I  don't  know  for  how  long, 
but  at  any  rate  since  1876. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  understand  that  in 
that  particular  department  the  report  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets  and  the  report  of  the  en- 
gineers on  the  same  work  do  not  correspond, 
because  the  engineers'  work  has  run  on  until  the 
end  of  the  financial  year,  whereas  the  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  being  made  earli- 
er, shows  a  different  state  of  things  on  the  same 
piece  of  work.  That,  I  think,  is  one  difficulty. 
Then  another  is,  that,  supposing  in  any  depart- 
ment the  committee  having  charge  ot  it  wish  to 
make  a  favorable  showing,  they  make  their  re- 
port to  some  time  in  December, "and  then  for  the 
remaining  quarter  of  the  year,  that  is, 
January,  February,  March  "and  April  —  a 
little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  year  — 
they  can  leave  only  a  small  amount  of 
the'appropriation  to  be" expended  by  the  incom- 
ing committee,  or  vice  versa.  And  so  the  report 
being  made  at  a  aiffeient  time  from  the  time  the 
appropriation  is  made,  I  do  not  think  the  two 
things  would  agree  very  well,  often  they  would 
not  agree.  As  to  the  reports  coming  from  the 
Committee  on  Departments,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
essential  at  all;  it  was  only  suggested  by  the  sec- 
tion as  printed  here  in  the  ordinance  which  re- 
quires that  these  committee*  shall  all  make  re- 
ports. And  in  many  cases  of  course  thev  have  to 
get  these  reports  from  the  heads  of  departments. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— As  I  understand  the 
matter  now,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  pro- 
poses to  amend  the  printed  section  mainlv  by 
substituting  May  for  December.  And  I  wish' the 
Council  would  observe  one  thing,  and  that 
is  that  it  justifies  so  far  the  proceeding 
of  the  committee  in  trying  to  introduce 
uniformity  in  regard  to  all  departments.  Whether 
May  or  December  is  the  better  time  the  Council 
can  decide  and  the  committee  will  be  satisfied. 
The  pronosition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
is  one  which  refers  to  the  cost  of  the  matter.  Mr. 
Bailey's  plan  is  a  very  good  one  indeed  if  it  were 
not  for  the  cost.  The  cost,  I  am  sure,  is  going  to 
be  very  large  indeed.  And  1  desire  to  repudiate 
any  suggestion  that  by  the  ordinance  it  was  in- 
tended that  the  committees  were  going  to  doctor 
the  reports  in  any  way.  The  suggestion  I  made 
was  that  if  the  reports  came  through 
their  hands  it  would  be  proper  and  right 
for  them  to  make  the  suggestion  that  a  thing 
should  be  printed  or  not;  if  they  did  not  accom- 
pany it  with  a  request,  it  would  not  be  printed 
unless  some  other  member  of  the  Council  called 
for  it.  I  believe  it  would  make  a  great  difference 
to  the  city  as  to  which  plan  is  adopted.  1  think 
it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  citv,  and  I  sub- 
mit that  the  two  questions  to  be  considered  are 
simply  these— whether  you  want  the  reports  made 
up  in  December  or  .May.  and  that  uiav  be  very 
e  asily  determined ;  in  the  second  place, whether  you 


want  to  have  them  all  printed  without  regard  to 
contents,  or  whether  you  will  have  them  looked 
at  first.  That  is  a  matter  of  economy,  for  we  will 
suppose  that  the  reports  may  be  worth  printing; 
but  whether  they  are  so  worth  printing  as  that 
the  ordinance  should  direct  them  to  be  printed  is 
another  matter. 

The  President— The  question  before  the  Council 
is  the  proposed  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams or  Ward  11,  which  is  offered  as  a  substitute 
for  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  President  then  put  the  question  on  the 
adoption  of  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward 
4,  as  amended,  and  declared  it  lost. 

The  President — The  nextJsection  is  section  4 — 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  was  going  to  doubt  that 
vote  because  I  do  tot  think  the  Council  meant 
that  the  section  should  stand  as  it  is. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ask  Mr.  Sawyer 
of  Ward  IS  to  act  as  teller  In  the  third  division, 
Mr.  Sweeney  of  Ward  2  in  the  second  divison — 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10 — Before  that  vote  is 
taken  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12— 

Mr.  President — All  debate  is  out  of  order  while 
a  doubt  is  being  solved. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  will  ask  the  Chair  to 
state  the  question  again. 

The  President — Ihe  question  is  on  substituting 
for  the  printed  section  the  following: 

Every  board  and  department  shall  annually,  be- 
fore the  tenth  day  of  December,  unless  otherwise 
directed  by  ordinance,  deliver  to  the  City  Clerk  a 
report  to  the  City  Council  of  the  doings  of  the  de- 
partment for  the  preceding  year,  and  the  City 
Clerk  shall  cause  all  the  said  reports  for  each 
year  to  be  printed  and  bound  in  one  vol- 
ume and  a  copy  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Mayor  and  each  member  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment before  the  end  of  said  year. 

Jli.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  will  please  serve  as 
teller  in  the  first  division. 

The  vote  was  taken,  and  the  substitute  was 
adopted— 22  to  18. 

Reference  to  the  next  City  Government. 

The  President — The  next  section  is  section  4. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— It  is  very  evident  that 
this  revisiou  of  the  ordinances  is  going  to  give 
rise  to  a  very  long  and  tedious  debate.  I  am  per- 
fectly ready  to  stay  up  until  three  or  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning  "and  discuss  the  matter,  if  it 
seemed  to  me  we  were  going  to  gain  anything  by 
it.  But  I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  most  san- 
guine member  of  this  Council  believes  that  these 
ordinances  can  be  thoroughly  discussed  and 
passed  in  the  meetings  which  remain  to  us  this 
year:  and  even  if  they  should  be  passed  by  this 
Council,  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  would  have 
sufficient  time  to  consider  and  pass  them.  In 
that  view  of  the  matter,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
useless  to  waste  our  time  in  discussing  this  ques- 
tion thisjear.  The  Committee  on  Revision  deserve 
great  credit  §for  their  able  performance 
of  the  laborious  duty,  but  it  is  evident  that  there 
will  be  considerable  discussion  and  chanses  in 
their  report,  and  from  the  results  of  the  election 
already  held  it  is  known  to  this  Council  that  a 
large  majority  of  the  present  able  Committee  on 
Ordinances  are  returned  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment, and  undoubtedly— though  I  do  not  wish 
to  hamper  the  action  of  any  future  President  of 
this  body — they  are  very  likely  to  be  appointed 
on  the  same  committee.  In  view  of  all  these 
reasons,  and  especially  for  the  reason  that  it  does 
not  seem  to  me  that"  we  can  expend  the  time 
necessary  for  the  complete  going  over  of  these 
ordinances,  I  now  move  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
next  City  Government. 

Mr.  Wheeler— 1  wish,  in  a  single  word,  to  state 
my  views  upon  the  subject.  Of  course,  any  prep- 
osition which  would  tend  to  give  us  more  time 
for  examination,  1  should,  from  the  position  I  have 
taken,  favor.  I  have  n't  any  personal  controversy 
with  any  one  here,  and  I  ought  not  to  take  up  the 
time  of  "the  Council  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
into  a  personal  controversv.  I  do,  however, 
feel  that  we  are  acting  unsafely  in  the 
course  we  are  taking  now,  and  "  for  this 
reason:  Anyone  will  agrep,  on  examination  of 
this  volume",  and  comparing  the  new  draft  with 
the  old,  that  the  new  plan  is  a  great  change,  as  I 
have  suggested  in  my  so-called  minority'report. 
It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  th»  new  mat- 
ter should  be  carefully  compared  with  the  old 
matter  to  which  the  new  matter  is  made  to  apply. 
Xow,  I  do  not  think  any  one  will  claim  that  it  bis 
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been  clone,  that  that  comparison  has  been  made, 
ana  that  is  all  that  I  stated  in  the  first  point 
which  I  made.  It  is  for  that  reason  mainly,  that 
I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment will  prevail.  I  will  further  say,  that 
next  year  the  statutes  on  which  the  ordinances 
are  based  are  to  be  themselves  revised.  The  re- 
port will  undoubtedly  be  made  early  in  the  year, 
and  as  has  been  suggested,  the  present 
Committee  on  Ordinances  may  substantially 
remain  the  same,  and  the  work  which 
has  already  been  begun  can  be  carried 
on  in  a  safe  way,  and  I  will  be  willing  to 
agree  that  if  we  can  act  safely  in  this  matter  in 
the  way  proposed,  we  can  have  a  volume  on 
which  we  can  depend,  and  which  will  be  a  credit 
to  the  City  Council. 

Mr,  Whitmore— It  was  my  duty  on  one  occasion 
last  year  to  make  a  ruling,  which  I  suppose  is  in 
force  at  the  present  time,  and  that  was — owing  to 
some  remarks  by  Mr.  McGaragle  of  Ward  8— to 
state  that  the  word  "taffy"  is  not  a  parliamentary 
expression.  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  use  that 
word,  but  it  is  the  only  one  which  applies  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gt-ntleinan  from  Ward  9.  After 
the  committee  have  done  their  work,  and  after 
the  Council  has  commenced  its  work,  the  gentle- 
man gets  up  with  a  few  words  to  give  us  a  sop, 
and  then  proposes  to  let  the  matter  go  over  to  the 
rjext  City  Government.  Whatever  the  Council 
choose  to  do,  it  is  not  for  me  to  dispute.  But  I  hope 
the  Council  will  consider  before  they  ailopt  any 
such  suggestions.  Any  man  who  commences  on 
a  difficult  enterprise  will  anticipate  that  be  is  go- 
ing to  meet  with  some  obstacles  at  first,  but  he 
hopes  that  as  he  goes  on  the  way  will  be  easier. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  well  known  that  the  most  important 
changes  came  in  the  first  two  or  three  chapters, 
and  we  have  ju-t  been  considering  them,  and 
have  made  satisfactory  progress.  We  have  spent 
an  hour  or  two  in  settling  these  matters,  and  with 
all  the  easy  work  coming  hereafter,  the  gentle- 
man says  let  us  puo  it  off  till  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment. I  am  afraid  he  has  not  looked  into  the 
ordinances.  Now  we  are  here  tonight  and  have 
nothing  special  to  do,  and  shall  not  have  anvthing 
special  for  the  two  eveuings  to  come.  We  are 
not  likely  to  have  any  important  business  bi  ought 
id.  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  we  continue  tonight, 
for  an  hour  or  more  longer,  we  can  get  through 
with  all  the  chapters  that  will  create  discussion. 
If  any  gentleman  will  look  for  a  moment,  he.  will 
see  that  chapter  after  chapter  is  exactly 
like  the  old  ordinance,  word  for  word,  which 
will  not  create  any  discussion.  The  verbal 
changes  come  right  into  these  few  chapters.  It 
seems  to  me  the  Council  have  been  in  an  admira- 
ble humor  tonight  to  discuss  the  matter,  and  as  I 
look  at  it  now  1  do  not  know  anything  in  the  re- 
mainder of  this  section  that  is  gciDg  to  bring  up 
any  more  discussion.  The  fourth  ai.d  fifth  chap- 
ters are  merely  statements  of  the  officers  to  be 
elected.  Having  commenced  so  well,  it  seems  to 
me  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  go  ahead  and 
finish  our  work.  As  to  the  suggestion  of  putting 
it  over  to  the  next  City  Government,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  setting  aside  a  duty  which  devolves  upon 
us,  and  which  we  are  qualified  to  perform.  Look- 
ing over  all  the  objections  made,  and  believing 
the  Council  desire  to  do  their  duty,  I  think  we 
can  finish  it  up  by  eleven  o'clock.  The  gentleman 
from  Wara  9  says  he  is  willing  to  stay  here  until 
three  o'clock.  I  think  that  if  he  stay's  here  until 
eleven  o'clock  the  next  meeting,  I  think  he  will 
find  that  his  fears  are  unfounded.  I  think  that 
after  the  committee  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
answer  any  questions  that  may  be  asked,  they 
will  be  satisfied  with  them.  For  those  reasons  I 
hope  the  motion  to  postpone  will  not,  prevail. 

.Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — I  am  sorry  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I  have 
devoted  a  little  time  within  the  last  two  weeks  to 
making  something  of  a  comparison  between  these 
old  ordinances  and  the  revision.  After  consider- 
able work,  I  have  got  about  one-third  of  the  way 
through  the  old  book,  and  I  do  notfeelthat  I 
have  been  over  the  ground  as  thoroughly  as  I 
should  like  to,  before  \oting  on  the  changes.  I 
do  not  think  the  changes  are  confined  to  the  first 
two  or  three  chapters.  As  I  go  along  I  find  nu- 
merous changes.  For  instance,  take  the  chap- 
ter concerning  water  :  The  committee  held 
a  meeting  yesterday,  and  alter  a  long  dis- 
cussion finally  decided  that  we  were  not 
able  in  this  short  time  to  make  a  satisfac- 
tory repo't  on  these  revised  ordinances,  as  to 
whether  they  were  satisfactory  or  not,  and  they 
reported  here  tonight  asking  for  further  time  to 


consider  the  changes,  because  they  felt  that  they 
were  unable  to  decide  whether  they  wished  to 
adopt  these  revised  ordinances  or  not.  I  hope 
gentlemen  will  be  given  more  time,  and  that  the 
revised  ordinances,  which  are  very  important, 
may  be  thoroughly  considered,  and  that  we  shall 
have  more  time  than  remains  to  us  this  year. 
This  very  section,  to  which  these  amendments 
have  been  offered,  shows  the  difficulty  we  have  in 
unders.anding  the  bearing  of  each  one  of  these 
revised  ordinances  on  the  departments,  or  what 
is  going  to  be  the  effect  of  the  changes.  As  we 
have  allowed  it  to  stand,  every  department  is  re- 
quited to  present  a  report  in  December,  while 
some  of  the  departments  are  required  to  present 
reports  at  different  times. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  think  the  gentleman  forgets 
that  it  was  specially  inserted  in  that  amendment, 
"unless  otherwise  provided  by  ordinance.  ' 

Mr.  Williams— If  that  amendment  was  adopted 
it  stands  changed.  But  I  think  the  fact  still 
stands  that  the  members  of  this  Council  have  not 
had  sufficient  time  to  go  over  the  ordinances  and 
see  what  changes  have  been  made,  and  as  four 
out  of  the  five  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  are  reelected,  I  think  we  should  put  it 
over,  and  we  shall  then  be  able  to  decide  the 
question  much  more  satisfactorily  to  ourselves. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  ask  the  gentleman  who 
supposes  there  is  going  to  be  a  revision  of  the 
ordinances  by  a  committee  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, if  this  attempt  made  this  year  is  not  suc- 
cessful? I  brought  the  matter  up  early  in  the 
year.  The  report  of  the  minority  was  adopted, 
and  that  report  came  here  on  the  21st  day  of 
June.  The  work  has  been  brought  forward  as 
promptly  as  it  could  be  done  in  any  other  year. 
Now,  the  gentleman  says,  put  it  off  until  next 
year-  There  is  to  be  a  new  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. The  new  members  will  not  be  fit  to  look 
at  and  compare  the  sections  and  changes,  and 
will  say  we  must  know  more  of  the  subject.  I 
hardly  expect  to  find  ary  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances after  this  year  who  will  give  up  their  sum- 
mer holidays  and  work  for  the  city  after  this 
work  has  been  thrown  overboard.  I  wish  this 
Council  to  compare  the  proceedings  of  this  com- 
mittee with  the  proceedings  in  1876.  The 
members  of  this  committee  do  not  ex- 
pect to  have  this  revision  adopted  word 
for  word;  but  in  1876,  when  the  members 
get  up  and  state  that  they  do  not  expect 
to  make  themselves  responsible  for  the  revised 
ordinances,  and  an  old  member  like  Mt.  Peabody 
says  he  don't  intend  to  look  into  the  volums.what 
could  we  expect?  The  committee  of  this  year 
have  given  ample  time  to  answer  all  objections 
and  explain  everything.  In  regard  to  the  chap- 
ter on  water  to  which  the  gentleman  refers,  I 
state  again  that  the  changes  are  trivial.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  enough  change  to  justify  any 
member  for  taking  up  the  attention  of  this  Coun- 
cil ten  minutes.  It  is  very  true  that  we  have  left 
out  a  number  of  sections  here  and  there.  The 
reason  is  that  the  existing  ordinance  is  absurdly 
verbose;  there  are  many  sections  entirely  un- 
necessary. But  it  does  not  follow  that  because 
we  have  stricken  out  sections  we  have  weakened 
the  powers  of  the  board  or  done  any  injury  to  the 
ordinance.  It  seems  to  me  this  Committee  on 
Water,  after  all  this  talk  on  the  subject,  is  not 
prepared  to  attend  to  it,  and  how  can  we  expect  a 
new  committee  to  be  prepared  to  do  so?  If  the 
Council  is  willing  to  go  on  with  the  matter  and  take 
up  the  sections  as  they  are,  we  will  see  what  the  ob- 
jections are,  and  if  there  are  so  \nany  as  has  been 
intimated,  then  will  be  time  enough  to  give  up 
our  work  and  throw  it  over  to  the  next  Govern- 
ment. But  it  does  seem  unfair,  when  we  have 
taken  up  one  of  the  most  difficult  chapters  and 
got  along  so  well,  to  stop  there  and  throw  it  over. 
It  seems  to  me  we  should  take  it  up  now,  continue 
the  work,  and  if  we  cannot  finish  it  before  the 
end  of  the  year,  then  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
lay  it  over. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — I  am  glad  the  gentle- 
man thinks  the  praise  given  the  committee  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  deserved.  I  do  not 
want  to  be  understood  as  opposed  to  a  revision  of 
the  ordinances.  I  want  such  a  'evision,  but  I 
want  it  done  so  thoroughly  that  it  will  stand.  I 
think  that  if  this  revision  is  referred  to  the 
next  City  Government,  and  they  take  it  up 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  when  there 
is  no  hurry,  the  chances  are  it  will  be 
done  better  than  in  the  closing  sessions  of  this 
year.  In  regard  to  the  revision  of  1876,  I  under- 
stand it  was  not  a  change  of  the  ordinances,  as 
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this  is,  but  merely  a  compilation  of  them,  and 
did  not  require  to  be  looked  over  and  compared 
so  careful1}'  as  the  present  revision. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  1— I  am  perfectly  well 
aware  that  the- labor  this  Council  has  caused  it- 
self by  ordering  this  revision  of  the  ordinances  is 
very  great.  I  am  free  to  confess  myself  in  favor 
of  postponing  its  consideration  until  the  next 
City  Government,  for  this  reason:  I  know  per- 
fectly well  that,  unless  the  Council  are  willing  to 
sit  up  very  late,  they  cannot  get  through  with 
this  revision  in  the  two  more  sittings  after  tonight. 
Now,  if  we  succeeded  in  getting  it  through  the 
Council  in  those  two  sittings,  which  I  do  notthinK 
we  possibly  could,  with  the  best  intentions  we 
might  have,  ic  would  nut  be  possible  to  put  the  re- 
vision through  the  Board  of  Aldermen  this  year. 
Furthermore,  if  it  did  not  go  through  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  of  course  it  would  come  up 
before  the  next  City  Government  as  an  entirely 
new  thing.  We  would  have  to  consider  it  as 
entirely  fresh  matter.  It  would  have  to  go 
through  the  new  Council  again,  and  every  mem- 
ber of  the  new  City  Government  would  be 
entitled  to  make  just  as  maDy  amendments 
as  he  likes.  Furthermore,  if  we  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  passing  the  whole  of  it  through  this 
body,  but  considered  half  of  it,  and  there  dropped 
the  matter,  when  the  subject  came  before  the 
next  City  Government  that  part  would  have  to  be 
gone  over  again.  I  am  in  favor  of  postponing  it 
to  the  next  City  Government,  because  I  think  it 
would  be  impossible  to  pass  these  ordinances  be- 
fore the  termination  of  the  present  year,  even 
with  the  best  intentions  on  the  part  of  this  Coun- 
cil. Therefore  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion  intro- 
duced by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Swift  ot  AVard  9 — I  have  come  to  the  same 
conclusion  just  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11.  Since  I  nave  been  here  tonight  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be  impossible 
for  us  to  go  through  the  ordinances  as  we  ought 
to  do.  1  have  read  them  through  except  such 
special  chapters  as  relate  to  committees,  which 
I  know  nothing  about,  and  I  have  marked  certain 
sections  where  I  thought  questions  might  be 
asked.  1  suppose  other  members  may  have  done 
the  same.  I  cannot  see  how  it  would  be  possiole 
to  discuss  them  fairly  and  get  through  this  year. 
While  I  do  not  want  to  shirk  any  work,  and  would 
be  willing  to  go  on  with  the  work,  I  think  we  can- 
not get  through  this  year.  I  do  not  think  we  will 
have  to  do  all  the  work  over  again. 
Surely  this  revision  will  be  taken  as  the 
basis  for  any  action  the  City  Government 
may  take  on  the  subject.  I  hope  the 
labor  of  the  committee  will  not  be  wasted,  aud 
that  gentlemen  will  not  be  offended  when  I  say  I 
think  they  have  done  faithful  work.  I  am  sure 
that  when  the  next  City  Government  takes  it  up 
it  will  do  justice  to  the  committee  of  this  year. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  believe  that  this 
Council  desires  to  shirk  the  responsibility  devolv- 
ing upon  it,  and  I  move  that  the  Council  now  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Rogers  desired  Mr.  Christal  to  withdraw 
the  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Christal  consented,  and  Mr.  Rogers  moved 
to  take  from  the  table  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  Police  Department,  increasing  the  force. 

The  President  ruled  that  motion  out  of  order. 

Messrs.  Whitmore  and  Christal  addressed  the 
Chair,  the  latter  renewing  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  i'2  has 
the  floor. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
feel  offended  if  I  feel  that  I  ought  to  say  my  say. 
The  matter  remains  as  it  did  before,  notwith- 
standing the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Wharton. 
I  say  the  Council  ought  not  to  assume  that  there 
is  to  be  any  difficulty  in  considering  these  matters. 
I  say  the  Council  is  not  going  to  perform  its  duty 
by  not  considering  them.  It  seems  to  me  it  will 
be  child's  play  not  to  consider  them.  The  mat- 
ter was  put  off  and  put  off,  and  I  was  told  it  was 
not  from  any  desire  to  make  it  too  late  to  be  con- 
sidered. I  had  my  opinion  then, and  have  it  now, 
as  to  what  was  the  intention  of  the  delay.  In 
regard  to  the  revision  of  1876,  I  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  whether  there  were  any 
changes  in  the  ordinances  or  not,  the  Council  did 
not  know  what  they  were  when  they  voted  on  it; 
they  took  it  on  the  word  of  whoever  compiled 
that  revision.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  were 
250  pages  of  statutes  added,  and  no  living  man  on 
that  committee  or  in  the  Council  knew  whether 
the  revision  was  well  or  badly  done.  They  ac- 
cepted it  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the 


general  idea  that  Mr.  Bugbee  was  a  proper  per- 
son to  make  the  revision.  I  have  no  doubt 
he  was,  and  never  heard  any  complaint  in 
particular.  tBut  the  Council  received  and  passed 
the  revision,  without  knowing  what  it  was 
and  without  having  it  explained.  I  want  the 
Council  to  keep  that  in  mind,  and  see  what  a  dif- 
ference it  makes  whose  bull  is  gored.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committee  was  Mr.  Crocker,  who  rep- 
resented the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  that  year.  The  Council  sat  back  and  took 
his  work  and  adopted  it.  Now,  I  wish  to  say  that 
this  committee  have  taken  more  care  with  their 
work  than  the  committee  did  iu  187G.  Instead  of 
bringing  in  one  copy  of  the  book  and  putting  it 
upon  the  President's  table,  we  have  furnished 
every  member  of  the  Council  with  facilities  for 
examining  it.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  con- 
tinue this  examination.  It  is  easy  for  gentlemen 
to  say  that  great  changes  are  made.  I  pretend  to- 
have  great  familial  ity  with  that  volume,  and  I  say 
nine-tenths  ot  everything  printed  there  is  to  be 
found  in  the  present  volume  of  ordinances.  I  say- 
there  are  ordinances  in  the  present  volume  which 
are  a  disgrace  to  the  city  "to  leave  there.  The 
changes  made  can  be  explained,  and  I  believe 
they  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Council  when  they 
are  understood.  I  say  the  Council  ought  not  to 
give  up  its  work  because  some  one  has  said  there 
are  difhculries  in  the  way.  When  we  come  to 
them  it  will  be  time  enough  to  give  up,  if  we  can- 
not overcome  them.  I  am  willing  to  predict  that 
when  we  get  to  the  subject  of  water  we  shall  not 
iind  any  objections  raised  by  that  committee 
which  will  take  ten  minutes  to  explain. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18—1  think  we  have  had 
considerable  discussion  on  this  matter  tonight, 
and  in  order  to  bring  it  to  a  vote,  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  President — Shall  the  main  question  now  be 
put? 

Mr.  Bailey — I  do  not  think  the  main  question 
should  be  taken,  because  I  want  to  say  what  I 
think  concerning  the  proposed  sending  of  these 
ordinances  to  the  next  City  Government.  I  be- 
came convinced  at  the  last  meeting  that  this 
would  be  the  final  disposition  the  present  Council 
would  make.  But  having  put  so  much  work  iuto 
it,  with  the  other  members  of  the  Committee,  I  do 
hope  this  Council  will  go  on  and  give  to  the  city — 
rot  to  the  committee;  I  do  not  claim  that  the 
committee  are  entitled  to  anything  the  Council 
do  not  see  fit  to  give;  but  I  do  think  the  city  is 
entitled  to — the  henetit  of  the  experience  that  the 
members  of  this  Council  have  had  for  the  past 
year.  It  seems  to  me  the  best  plan  is  to  go  on 
with  the  consideration  of  these  ordinances;  take 
them  chapter  by  chapter,  and  take  the  sugges- 
tions of  different  members,  and  then  when 
we  get  to  the  end  of  it,  if  the  Council 
see  fit  to  refer  the  work  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment, I  shall  not  object.  But  I  do  think  the 
members  oi  this  Council  are  not  giving  to  the  city 
the  work  they  ought  to  give  it,  by  sending  it  to 
the  next  City  Government.  There  is  plenty  of 
time  between  now  and  next  year  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  work.  Gentlemen  will  remember  that  the 
discussions  which  take  place  here,  the  suggestions 
why  ordinances  should  not  be  in  such  a  form,  aud 
the  reasons  for  them,  all  go  into  print  and  are 
handed  down  to  our  successors.  If  we  should 
vote  to  send  it  to  the  next  City  Government,  I  do 
not  think  we  should  be  shirking  our  duty.  I 
would  be  willing  to  sit  here  night  after  night,  and 
until  morning,  and  give  the  city  the  benefit  of  my 
experience;  because,  having  gone  through  the  or- 
dinances as  they  are,  and  found  them  in  the  con- 
dition they  are,  and  having  undertaken  to  remedy 
them  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I  felt 
it  my  duty  to  vote  against  referring  it  to  the  next 
City  Government.  Every  gentleman  must  vote 
for  himself  in  that  matter,  and  for  myself  I  can- 
not feel  that  I  discharge  my  duty  it  I  vote  for  it 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  Coe — Will  the  previous  question  cut  off  the 
motion  to  refer? 

The  President— It  would. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  18— I  withdraw  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Whitmore 
doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered.  The  motion  to  reler  to  the 
next  City  Government  prevailed,  yeas  28,  nays  21. 

teas— Messrs.  Austin,  Hriinbecom,  Brown, 
H.  Clapp,  Coe,  Dudley,  Farwell,  Freeman,  Green- 
ough,  llagar,  Hancock,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lov- 
ell,    Nason,  Parkman,  Pratt,  Pray,  H.  N.  Sawyer, 
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N.  Sawyer,  Swift,  Taylor,  Viles,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Williams,  Wyman— 28. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Blakemore, 
Child,  Christal,  Cronin,  Deviue,  Devlin,  Fisher, 
Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Hollis,  Kendricken,  Lauten, 
McLaughlin,  Murphy,  Rogers,  Sweeney,  Sr.,Ward, 
Welch,  Whitmore— 21. 

Ahsent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barry,  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Denney,  Dixon,  C.  F.  Doher- 
ty,  J.  Doherty,  Donahoe,  Howard,  Lane,  Maguire, 
McNamara,  Morrison,  O'Dowd,  Plimpton,  Sibley, 
Sweeney,  Jr.,  Sweetser,  Tucker,  Walsh— 21. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  cot  prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
press  thac  matter.  It  seems  to  me  a  victory  of 
that  kind  is  hardly  worth  pushing  any  further. 

Mr.  Bailey— I  hope  the  reconsideration  will  pre- 
vail, and  if  it  does  I  propose  to  make  a  motion 
that  the  whole  matter  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee, so  that  they  can  embody  in  the  ordinances 
the  amendments  which  have  been  made  and  then 
report  it   back  to  the  City  Council,  and  let  it  go 


over  to  the  next  City  Government.  The  effect  of 
that  will  be  that  the  revision  will  be  in  the  shape 
that  the  committee  desire.  One  reason  that  I 
have  for  making  this  suggestion  is.  there  are 
many  things  in  those  ordinances  as  tbey  stand 
that  other  members  of  the  committee  would  not 
desire  to  present  to  the  City  Government  if  they 
were  going  to  rest  there  on  our  authority.  But 
we  distinctly  said  that  we  had  certain  ideas 
of  our  own  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and 
should  advocate  them  in  this  Council.  But  if  it 
is  allowed  to  go  back  to  the  committee,  then  the 
work  can  be  continued  by  the  committee  of  next 
year. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  would  ask  if,  when  a  question 
of  this  kind  is  referred  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment, whether  it  will  not  be  taken  up  by  the  same 
committee. 

The  President— Only  when  action  is  taken  re- 
ferring it  to  the  same  committee. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned, on  ruotion;of  Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward24. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    17,    1880. 


Special  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding.  All  the  members 
were  present  except  Aldermen  Whitten,  Woolley 
and  Tucker. 

Alderman  Viles,  chairman  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee to  Examine  the  Returns  of  the  Municipal 
Election,  requested  that  said  committee  be  en- 
larged by  the  addition  of  two  members  to  assist 
in  recounting  all  the  ballots  cast  for  Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  as  requested  by  petitions  duly  signed 
in  the  hands  of  said  committee.. 

[t  was  thereupon  voted  that  the  committee  be 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  two  members,  and 
the  Chairman  appointed  Aldermen  Slade  and 
Thorndike  en  said  committee. 

Adjourned. 


DECEMBER    30,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUKORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows: 

22  grand,  January  term,  Superior  Criminal 
Court. 

34  traverse,  January  term,  Superior  Court,  first 
session. 

36  traverse,  January  term,  Superior  Court,  sec- 
ond session. 

36  traverse,  January  term,  Superior  Criminal 
Court. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Public    Weigher— John    F.    McMurrow.       Con- 
firmed. 
Weigher  oi  Coal— James  F.Smith.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners,  lor  leave  To  erect  telegraph  pules 
on  Swett  street;  Julia  A.  Beal  et  al.,  for  edge- 
stones  and  sidewalks  on  Bainbridge street;  James 
Broderick,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  caused 
by  the  widening  of  Commercial  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Fitchuurg  Railroad  Company, 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  rear  of  Front 
street,  near  Union  street.  Ward  5. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  Gold  &  Stock 
Telegraph  Company,  for  permission  to  erect  poles 
on  Chelsea  Bridge. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
Copy  of  proposed  petition  by  town  of  Medfoi  d 
for  regulation  of  deposits  in  Mystic  Pond  from 
Mystic  Valley  sewer. 

To  the  Joint,  Committee  on  Public  Bxiildings. 
Grace  Mission  Society,  for  the  use  of  wardroom 
of  Ward  3  for  benevolent  purposes. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Emily  E. 
Nicholson,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  inju- 
ries caused  by  alleged  defect  in  F  street,  Dec.  4, 
1880;  Mary  Lang,  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  of  sidewalk  of 
Winter  street,  near  Tremont  street,  Dec.  3,  1880; 
Thomas  F.  Clue,  to  lie  paid  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  a  telegraph  wire  at  105  Lincoln  street, 
Nov.  20,  1880;  Elizabeth  McCullough,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  personal  injuries  sustained  on  Dec. 
5,  on  Court  street,  between  Bulfinch  and  Stod- 
dard streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Leonorah  Mullen,  for  leave  to  erect  a  sta- 
ble on  Lexington  avenue,  Ward  25. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE   COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  "no  action  necessary"  on  subject  of  the 
authority  for  the  care  of  fire  hydrants  in  this  city. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  keep 
the  Chester-square  basin  free  of  snow,  for  use  of 
skaters.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common, 
etc.,  in  concurrence. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Water  that  the  pro- 
posed revision  of  the  watei  ordinance  is  not  sat- 
isfactory, and  requesting  further  tine  for  its  con- 
sideration.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 


Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances  submitting 
a  revised  draft  of  proposed  ordinances  (Doc.  115), 
together  with  a  report  (Doc.  116)  reciting  the 
changes  made  by  said  draft  and  the  reasons 
therefor;  also  a  minority  report  (Doc.  134)  stating 
objections  to  said  draft,  and  opposing  its  adop- 
tion at  this  time;  also  an  ordinance  establishing 
salaries  fur  city  officers  (Doc.  132),  together  with 
■proposed  amendments  of  certain  chapters  in 
original  draft  above  mentioned  (see  City  Doc. 
132).  Said  draft  of  proposed  ordinances,  as 
above,  came  up  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 
Concurred. 

The  ordinance  relating  to  police,  referred  by 
this  Board  to  the  Committee  on  Police,  came  up 
passed  by  the  Common  Council;  this  ordinance 
fixes  the  number  of  sergeants  at  three  lor  each 
station,  and  the  maximum  number  of  patrolmen 
at  020.    Concurred. 

FINANCE. 

The  chairman  submitted  the  following: 

Deficiency  in  Contingent  Funds. 

.  The  Auditor  of  Accounts  represents  that  there 
will  be  a  further  deficiency  in  the  appropriation 
for  Contingent  Fund  for  the  joint  committees  of 
$1500,  and  that  there  will  be  needed  for  the  bal- 
ance of  the  financial  year  $  1000  additional  for  the 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The 
accompanying  is  reported,  making  the  necessary 
transfers  to  cover  these  deficiencies. 
Foi  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  the  sum  of  §1000, 
and  to  the  Contingent  Fund  lor  the  joint  com- 
mittees having  no  appropriation  in  charge  the 
sum  of  $1500. 

Order  passed— yeas  It,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

The  Employment  of  an  Expert  Accountant. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred au  ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  re- 
lating to  finance,  providing  for  expert  examina- 
tions by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  an  order 
for  expert  examinations  of  all  departments, 
would  respectfully  report  the  accompanying  or- 
dinance covering  the  whole  subject. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  the  Ordinance  in  Relation  to  Finance. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  10  of  said  ordinance  is  hereby  repealed 
and  the  following  enacted  in  place  thereof: 

"Section  10.  The  City  Treasurer  shall  in  :  ddi- 
tion  to  his  annual  report  submit  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil, quarterly,  in  the  months  of  February,  May, 
August  and  November,  of  each  year,  statements 
giving  in  detail  the  amount  of  money  received  by 
him  in  his  official  capacity  and  from 
what  source,  the  amount  disbursed  during 
the  three  months  preceding,  showing  the 
balance  remaining  in  the  treasury,  and 
where  the  moneys  of  the  city  are  deposited.  The 
Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department  shall 
appoint  an  expert  to  examine  once  in  three 
months,  and  oftener  if  they  deem  it  expedient, 
the  books,  accounts  and  moneys  ot  the  City  and 
County  Treasurer  and  Collector,  and  a  like  ex- 
amination at  least  once  in  each  year, by  au  expert 
to  be  appointed  by  them,  of  al!  departments  of 
the  city  in  which  money  is  received, 
and  report  the  results  of  said  examinations 
to  the  City  Council.  The  books  and  ac- 
counts of  the  aforenamed  depaitments  shall  at 
all  times  be  opened  to  the  examination  ot  the 
Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department  and  the 
expert  appointed  by  them."  The  heads  of  the  sev- 
eral departments  shall  afford  all  necessary  facili- 
ties for  such  examinations.  There  snail  be  al- 
lowed for  the  payment  of  said  expert  expenses  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $2000  per  annum." 

Amend  sectiou  12  of  said  ordinance  by  inserting 
at  the  close  thereof  the  following: 

"The  City  Collector  shall,  in  addition  to  his  an- 
nual report,  submit  to  the  City  Council  quarterly 
statements,  in  the  months  of  February,  .May,  Au- 
gust and  November  of  each  year,  giving  in 'detail 
the  amount  of  all  moneys  received  by  him  in  hi< 
official  capacity,  and  the  amount .  p$,ld  to  tin' 
Treasurer  during  the  three  months  preceding." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Sent 
down. 
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PERMITS  FOE  STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  occupy  sta- 
ble, on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows:  J.  H.  Bes- 
arick,  near  Virginia  avenue,  Ward  21.    Accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  wthdraw,  on  petition  of  Pat- 
rick Campbell  to  occupy  stable  on  Taylor  street, 
Ward  24.     Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitior   of  St. 
Thomas  Church,  of  Ward  23,    for    abatement  of 
assessment  for  a  sewer  in  Woodman  street.    Ac- 
cepted. 

CENSUS     STATISTICS. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Printing  be  requested  to  consider 
and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  compiling 
from  the  tenth  United  States  census  and  publish- 
ing as  a  city  document  such  statistics  relating  to 
the  city  of  Boston  as  may  be  of  public  interest. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC     INSTRUCTION. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following: 
References  to  Next  City  Government. 

Reports  recommending  reference  to  next  City 
Government  of  requests  of  School  Committee 
that  the  city  purchase  land  for  the  yard  of  the 
Blossom-street  Primary  School;  and  for  purchase 
of  laDd  to  enlarge  yard  of  Prince  School.  Sever- 
ally accepted.    Sent  down. 

Military    Instruction. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  who  were 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any 
contracts  have  been  made  in  regard  to  the  em- 
ployment of  any  instructors  or  officers  in  connec- 
tion with  the  public  schools  which  are  not  au- 
thorized by  law,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the 
School  Committee  appointed  an  "instructor  of 
military  drill,  but  as  the  City  Solicitor  de- 
cided that  it  was  illegal  to  expend  money 
raised  by  taxation  for  the  support  of  the 
public  schools  in  payment  of  salaries  to 
teachers  of  military  tactics,  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  declines  to  allow  the  salary  of  the  In- 
structor so  appointed.  The  question  of  the 
power  of  the  School  Committee  to  appoint  such 
an  officer  was  not  raised,  and  it  appears  unneces- 
sary to  consider  it  as  long  as  the  city  is  at  no  ex- 
pense in  the  matter.  The  committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on  the 
part  of  the  City  Council. 

For  the  Committee, 

J.  A.  Tucker,  Chairman. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Method  of  Supplying  Text  Books. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee for  the  passage  of  an  ordinance  authorizing 
said  committee  to  purchase  the  legally  authorized 
textjbooks  to  be  loaned  to  the  pupils  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  having  considered  the  subject,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  ordinance  asked  for  is  authorized  by  chap- 
ter 106,  acts  of  1873,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Any  city,  by  ordinance  of  the  City  Council, 
and  any  town,  by  legal  vote,  may  authorize  the 
School  Committee  to  purchase  text-books  for  use 
in  the  public  schools,  said  text-books  to  be  the 
property  of  the  city  or  town,  and  to  be  loaned  to 
pupils  under  such  regulations  as  the  School  Com- 
mittee may  provide." 

At  the  present  time  text-books  are  supplied  by 
the  School  Committee  in  accordance  with  chapter 
38  of  the  General  Statutes.  This  statute  requires 
the  committee  to  procure  text-books  and  furnish 
them  to  pupils  at  such  prices  as  merely  to  reim- 
burse the  expense  of  the  same.  If  a  scholar  is 
not  furnished  by  his  parent,  master  or  euardian 
with  the  requisite  books,  the  School  Committee 
must  supply  him  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  and 
the  Assessors  may  add  the  price  of  the  books  so 
furnished  to  the  next  annual  tax  of  said  parent 
or  guardian.  The  Assessors  may  omit  to  charge 
for  the  books  so  furnished,  or  may  charge  for 
only  a  part  of  the  same,  according  to  their  opin- 
ion'of  the  person's  ability  to  pay. 

The  plan  now  in  operation  for  furnishing  books 
and  supplies,  as  required  by  the  statutes,  was 
adopted  by  the  School  Committee  in  1879.  A  con- 
tract was  made  with  Mr.  George  A.  Smith,  then 
auditing  clerk  and  secretary  of  the  School  Com- 


mittee, to  purchase  all  the  supplies  required  for 
the  public  schools,  deliver  the  same  when  and 
where  needed,  furnish  all  the  assistance  required, 
make  all  necessary  repairs  on  apparatus,  keep 
proper  accounts,  and,  in  short,  carry  on  the  sup- 
ply department  in  all  its  details.  The  contract 
was  for  five  years,  and  Mr.  Smith  receives  812,000 
per  year  for  his  services  and  expenses,  including 
the  services  ot  such  assistants  as  may  be  required 
to  perform  the  work  properly. 

At  the  beginning  ot  the  school  year  the  teachers 
send  to  the  supply  agent  an  estimate  of  the  books 
and  supplies  required  for  their  respective  schools. 
The  whole  number  of  books  called  for  is  sent,  but 
the  articles  included  under  the  hea'i  of  "station- 
ery" are  furnished  according  to  a  t;iiiff  made  up 
by  the  Committee  on  Supplies,  which  cannot  be 
exceeded  except  in  special  case.-.  Each  teacher 
is  also  furnished  with  a  number  oi  blanks,  desig- 
nated 'B"  and  "C,"  upon  which  are  printed  a 
copy  of  the  law  under  which  the  supplies 
are  furnished,  a  list  of  books  and  supplies  which 
are  used  in  the  schools,  with  then  prices,  and 
blank  spaces  to  be  filled  up  by  the  teacher,  as 
the  circumstances  may  require. 

When  the  school  comes  together,  the  teacher 
gives  each  pupil  one  of  the  B  blanks  properly 
filled  out,  showing  the  articles  which  the  pupil 
requires  and  the  price,  and  a  request  to  the 
parent  to  send  the  money  by  the  child  to  the 
school  on  a  certain  day.  On  the  day  named  a  col- 
lector, appointed  by  the  Com  mw  tee  on  Supplies, 
is  present  at  the  school,  receives  rhe  money  from 
the  pupils,  gives  them  receipts  for  it  and  stamps 
the  blanks,  which  then  become  vouchers  in  the 
hands  of  the  teachers,  who  deliver  the  material 
required;  the  books  at  once,  the  other  articles  as 
needed.  If  all  the  pupils  do  not  bring  the  money 
on  the  first  day,  a  second  day  is  appointed  for  the 
collector  to  be  at  the  school;  and  in  the  mean- 
time, or  at  any  time  afterwards,  the  articles  may 
be  obtained  at  the  School  Committee  rooms  in 
Mason  street  on  presentation  of  blank  B. 

Patents  are  allowed  two  weeks  in  which  to  sup- 
ply their  children  with  books.  At  the  end  of  two 
weeks,  all  pupils  without  Iiooks  are  supplied  at 
once  by  the  teacher,  who  fills  out  a  C  blank  certi- 
fying that  the  goods  have  been  delivered,  and  re- 
tains it  as  a  voucher  for  the  material. 

Teachers  are  required  to  keep  a  stock  account, 
which  is  balanced  and  returned  twice  a  year,  to- 
gether with  the  B  and  C  blanks,  to  the  Supply 
Agent.  The  C  blanks  are  afterwa ids  tabulated 
into  ward  books,  which  are  sent  to  the  Assessors, 
who  decide  upon  the  ability  of  the  persons  whose 
children  were  supplied  under  that  form  of  blank 
to  pay  for  the  articles  furnished. 

It  would  be  perhaps  unfair,  upon  a  merely 
cursory  examination  of  the  subject,  to  criti- 
cise the  operation  of  this  plan,  and  the  fact 
that  the  members  of  the  School  Committee  are 
divided  in  opinion  regarding  it  renders  it  more 
difficult  for  persons  who  are  not  familiar  with  the 
system  to  pass  judgment  upon  it. 

It  was  undoubtedly  adopted  in  the  interests  of 
economy,  but  thus  far,  apparently,  the  expecta- 
tions of  its  projectors  have  not  been  realized,  and 
there  is  a  strong  feeling  on  the  part  of  many 
members  of  the  School  Board  that  a  return  to  the 
old  system  of  supplying  books,  or  the  adoption  of 
the  plan  of  loaning  books  to  all  the  pupils,  would 
be  an  economical  change. 

It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  the 
present  system  has  not  been  in  operation  long 
enough  to  furnish  reliable  data,  and  it  would  be 
un-afe  to  draw  conclusions  from  the  results  of  a 
trial  of  ouly  eighteen  months. 

The  greatest  objection  to  the  present  system  is 
the  delay  which  it  occasions  in  organizing  the 
schools,  and  the  extra  and  onerous  duties  it  im- 
poses upon  teachers.  At  the  beginning  of  every 
school  year  the  teacher's  time  must  be  given  to 
delivering  books  and  supplies  and  making  out 
bills  and  vouchers  for  the  same.  As  teachers  are 
held  responsible  for  the  merchandise  which  passes 
through  their  hands,  it  is  perfectly  natural  that 
they  should  be  more  engrossed  in  keeping  their 
accounts  straight  and  protecting  themselves 
against  pecuniary  loss  than  in  attending  to  their 
legitimate  duties.  Hence  the  schools  do  not 
get  into  working  order  until  this  busi- 
ness is  completed.  Again,  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility that  some  of  the  scholars  will 
not  be  supplied  with  books  and  cannot, 
therefore,  begin  their  studies  until  two  weeks 
after  the  others  in  the  same  class,  and  the  whole 
school  suffers  in  consequence. 

Considerable  dissatisfactioa   is   expresse      by 
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both  parents  and  teachers  in  regard  to  the  sys- 
tem, but  whether  it  is  due  to  delects  in  the  sys- 
tem itself ,  or  to  the  friction  which  naturally  at- 
tends such  a  radical  change  Iroui  old  to  new 
methods,  can  only  be  ascertained  by  a  longer 
trial. 

Whether  or  not  the  plan  of  loaning  books  would 
be  a  change  for  the  better  is  purely  conjectural. 
In  the  opinion  of  many  members  of  the  School 
Committee  it  would  be  less  costly  and  more  satis- 
factory tnan  the  system  now  in  operation.  If 
authorized  now  it  will  probably  not  go  into  effect 
until  the  contract  with  Mr.  Smith  expires. 
Therefore  ample  time  would  be  given  to  test  the 
present  svstem  thoroughly,  and  if  on  further 
trial  it  does  not  prove  more  satisfactory,  to  ma- 
ture plans  for  [waking  the  change. 

It  is,  of  course,  understood  that  the  proposed 
ordinance  is  permissive  only,  and  the  School 
Committee  need  not  act  under  it  unless  they  see 
fit  to  do  so.  It  simply  enlarges  their  powers,  and 
gives  them  greater  scope  to  act  as  they  deem 
best  for  The  interests  of  the  schools. 

Tour  committee  believe  that  it  is  advisable  to 
give  the  School  Committee  the  authority  they 
ask  for,  and  place  the  responsibility  of  acting 
under  it  upon  them,  and  therefore  recommend 
that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested 
to  report  such  an  ordinance  as  maybe  required. 
For  the  Committee, 

J.  A.  Tucker,  Chairman. 

Accepted,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances,   sent  down. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast 'for  municipal  officers  in  this 
city  on  the  14th  inst.  have  attended  to  that  duty, 
and  report  in  part  as  follows:  They  have  ex- 
amined the  returns  of  votes  for  Street  Commis- 
sioners and  for  School  Committee,  and  find  that 
the  results  are  correctly  recorded  in  the  City 
Clerk's  records,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
following  persons  having  a  plurality  of  votes 
appear  to  be  chosen  to  their  respective  offices, 
viz.: 

Street  Commissioner — Isaac  S.  Burrell. 

School  Committee — For  three  years, Nahum  Cha- 
pin,  Charles  T.  Gallagher,  Abrarn  E.  Cutter,  John 
W.  Porter,  Charles  L.  Flin.,  Henry  W.  Swift, 
George  H.  Plummer,  Johu  C.  Crowley;  for  two 
years,  E.  F.  Spaulding;  for  one  year,  William  A. 
Rust,  Lucia  M.  Peabody. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk 
be  directed  to  notify  the  foregoing  persons  of 
their  election. 

The  committee  also  report  that  in  response  to 
petitions  legally  signed  and  filed  they  have  been 
diligently  engaged  in  re-counting  the  original 
ballots  cast  for  a  .Mayor  aud  for  Aldermen,  but 
have  not  yet  completed  that  task. 

They  are  also  in  possession  of  petitions  duly 
signed  and  filed  for  recount  of  votes  oast  in  cer- 
tain precincts  for  election  officers,  and  for  the 
recount  of  the  ballots  cast  for  members  of  the 
Common  Council  in  Wards  3,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 12,  13,  15, 
16,  19  and  20.  They  therefore  ask  for  further  time 
to  complete  this  work. 

For  the  Committee, 

Clinton  Viles,  Chairman. 

Accepted. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION   OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
to  a  revision  of  the  building  laws,  have  carefully 
considered  the  same,  in  consultation  with  lead- 
ing architects  and  master  builders,  and  would 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order. 

For  the  Committee, 

A.  rt.  Caton,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  for  a  change 
in  the  existing  laws  relating  to  the  survey  and 
inspection  of  buildings. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

PERMIT    FOR    STEAM   ENGINE. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing a  permit  to  Amasa  W.  Bailey  to  locate  and 
use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  7  Way  street. 
Accepted. 

FREE  SOCP. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 


The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Treatment 
of  the  Poor,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report 
and  orders  relative  to  the  distribution  of  soup, 
upon  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  ot  the  following  or- 
der, it  being  a  new  dratt  of  the  order  which  was 
originally  referred  to  the  committee. 
For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Caldwell, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  soup  be  provided  for  the  worthy 
poor  of  Boston  during  the  present  winter,  and 
that  the  Police  Commissioners  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  requested  to  make  arrangements  for 
distributing  the  same;  the  expense,  not  exceed- 
ing §2500,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

ASSESSORS'   DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Breok  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department: 

Report  ot  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  re- 
ceivers of  Barnstable  Savings  Bank,  offering  to 
surrender  deed  of  estate  on  Beacon  street,  and 
requesting  to  be  refunded  taxes  paid  on  same . 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Louis  S.  Schwarz  to  be  refunded  taxes  paid  on 
an  estate  on  Shawmut  street.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

LAMP   DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Lamps,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  within  petitions  of  William  Gray  and 
others,  Elbridge  Torrey  and  others,  Eben  D.  Jor- 
dan and  others,  Caleb  Rand  and  others,  Joseph- 
Dorr  and  others,  J.  S  Xickerson  and  others,  S.  P. 
Dexter  and  others,  C.  F.  Swan  and  others  and 
William  O.  Taylor  and  others,  asking  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  volume  of  light  in  the  public  lamps, 
respectfully  report  that  no  further  action  is  neces- 
sary, the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  having  been 
granted. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

Accepted. 

The  Committee  on  Lamps,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  accompanying  petitions  for  additional 
street  lamps,  respectfully  report  that  no  further 
action  is  necessary,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
having  been  granted. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

[The  petitions  are  thirty-one  in  number,  and  are 
for  lamps  in  various  sections  ot  the  city.] 

Accepted. 

abmories. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order— That  com- 
mencing April  1,  1880,  and  until  otherwise  or- 
dered, there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology,  in  equal  Quar- 
terly payments,  the  sum  of  S400  per  annum,  for 
the  use  of  the  drill  hall  of  said  institute,  even- 
ings, and  including  gas,  for  the  accommodation 
of  "militia  organizations  of  this  city;  said  amount 
to  oe  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 
Passed. 

additional    room    for    collector's    depart- 
ment. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  the 
room  on  the  fourth  floor  of  City  Hall,  known  as 
the  President's  room  of  the  Common  Council,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  assigned,  after  Jan.  1, 
1881,  until  otherwise  ordered,  to  the  use  of  the 
City  Collector.    Passed. 

additional   appropriations    requested    for 
schoolhouses. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  139): 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave 
to  report  that  the  two  primary  schoolhouses 
located  severally  near  Aslniiont  station  and  Elmo 
strett,  Ward  24,  are  completed,  in  accordance 
with  the  plans  and  specifications. 

The  appropriation   made   in   February  last  cov- 
ered the  cost  of  the   laud  and  the  erection  of  the 
buildings  thereon,  which   are  of  wood,  and  two 
rooms  each. 
The  appropriation  for  the  house  near  Ash- 

rnont  station  was  £5,500.00 

Amount  paid  for  land g2.7S9.75 

"  •       building 2.769.G3 

5,499.38 

Balance gO.62 
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The  appropriation  for  the  house  near  Klmo 

street  was 87,000  00 

Amount  paid  (or  land $3,874.05 

"  "        building 3,082.89 

6,956.94 

Balance j?43.60 

The  School  Board  are  desirous  of  occupying  the 
buildings,  but  before  they  can  be  made  ready  for 
occupancy  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  the 
means  for  the  purchase  of  the  requisite  furniture 
and  heating  apparatus. 

For  this,  your  committee  estimate,  will  require 
an  appropriation  of  $600  for  each  house. 

They  would  therefore  respectfully  request  an 
additional  appropriation  of  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars, covering  the  cost  of  heating  apparatus  and 
furniture  for  these  two  houses. 

For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

ROXEURY  CANAL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  140): 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Improved  Sew- 
erage respectfully  represent  that  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $30,000  is  required  to  complete 
the  work  of  abating  the  Roxbury  Canal  nuisaoce. 

The  expenditures  to  date   have  been  as  follows: 

land  and  other  damages 8257,514/70 

Filling         15,684  45 

Retaining  wall  and  sheet  piling ?'lf  5£1 

Taxes  * l..'t>(  '.."i 

Engineering  and  expenses Hll'xl 

Laborers ?'ifKnn 

"Wooden  sewer l.l»g •'" 

Carpentry........ rIiI§ 

Bulkhead  and  piers  631  83 

Excavating Saoil 

Te  am  ing.... •** _  r, .  > .  <  ■ . 

Printing,  advertising  and  small  items 226.93 

$290,963.94 
Unexpended  balance 50,006.06 

Appropriation 8341,000.00 

The  additional  amount  is  needed  to  meet  the 
only  remaining   unsettled    claim   for   land    and 


damages,  amounting  to  $79,000,  and  to  make  some 
necessary  repairs  on  fences  and  sidewalks. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 
Referred     to    Committee    on     Finance.      Sent 
down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Order  to  pay  Rose  Hagarty,  widow  of  the  late 
Daniel  Hagarty,  the  sum  of  $7,  that  being  the 
amount  due  said  Daniel  Hagarty  for  labor  per- 
formed by  him  in  the  Paving  Department,  as 
shown  on  the  payroll  of  said  department  for  Oct. 
1, 1880.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Order  to  abate  eclgestoue  assessment  of  $126.83 
on  Franklin  Savings  Bank  on  Adams  street,  Ward 
24,  and  assess  the  same  on  Moses  M.  Marstou  for 
edgestones  in  front  of  his  estate  on  said  Adams 
street.    Passed. 

BOUNDARY   LINE  ADJUSTED. 

Alderman  Slade,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  offered  an  order— That  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  and  he  is  herenv  authorized  to  convey, 
for  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  to  John  J.  Williams, 
Archbishop  of  Boston,  a  narrow  strip  of  land  near 
the  southwesterly  boundary  of  the  Shurtlelf 
Schoolhouse  estate,  and  adjoining  the  land  on 
which  St.  Augustine  Church  now  stands,  contain- 
ing about  fifty-seven  square  feet,  as  recited  in  a 
deed  of  said  premises  from  citv  of  Boston  to  said 
Williams,  dated  Dec.  17,  1880.  said  conveyance  be- 
ing made  in  order  to  adjust  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween said  schoolhouse  lot  and  the  church  estate 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

EAST  BOSTON  BIGH  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Tucker,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  of  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  in  favor  of  the  purchase  of  a  site  for 
a  branch  High  School  building  at  East  Boston, 
and  the  erection  or  a  schoolhouse  at  an  estimated 
cost  Ol  §40(000. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Thorndike,  the  subiect 
was  referred  to  the  next  City  Government.  Sent 
down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley. 
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DEATH  OF  COUNCILMAN  DANIEL  J,  SWEENEY,  Jr. 


OOMMOH    COTTS-CIL.  ) 

Tcesdjlt.  Dec.  21,  1830.  f 

Special  meeting  at  12  SI.,  Harvey  X.  Shepard, 
President,  in  the  chair. 

Tie  President  read  the  following: 

MOTOR'S  Oiricr. 

City  Halx,  Bostox,  { 
Dec.  20, 1SS0.     ' 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Common 
Council:  Gentlemen — It  becomes  my  painful  duty 
to  officially  announce  to  yon  the  death,  last  even- 
ing, of  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  a  member  of  your  body 
from  Ward  2.  I  hare  accordingly  called  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Common  Conncil  at  twelve  o'clock 
noon,  Tuesday,  Dec.  21,  in  order  that  you  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  taking  appropriate  action 
in  recognition  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  city 
in  the  death  of  your  honored  associate. 


Fbedfrtck  O.  Prince,  Slayor. 

Placed  on  He. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2 — Sir.  President,  it 
devolves  upon  me  to  anoounce  to  the  members  of 
this  Council  the  death  of  my  late  colleague.  DaD- 
iel  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2.  Some  three  weeks 
ago  Mr.  Sweeney  complained  of  being  sick,  and 
went  to  a  physician,  who  told  him  he  thought  he 
was  troubled  with  the  liver  complaint.  Some 
three  or  four  days  atter  he  was  taken  down  to 
his  bed  and  seDt  tor  two  other  physicians,  who 
stated  that  his  trouble  was  heart  disease  and  the 
spinai  complaint.  He  was  doctored  by  those  gen- 
tlemen a  week  or  more,  and  a  we«k  ago  Thursday 
evening  he  appeared  in  this  Council.  He  was 
again  taken  sick,  and  on  last  Saturday  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  City  Hospital,  where  he  died  on 
Sunday  evening  of  pneumonia.  Mr.  President, 
Mr.  Sweeney  was  born  in  New  Wales,  in  1&53.  His 
parents  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1S54. 
and  settled  in  East  Boston.  He  attended 
the  public  schools,  and  learoed  the  trade  of  an 
upholsterer.  He  joined  the  militia  in  1S69,  was 
appointed  sergeant  and  subsequently  was  elected 
lieutenant  and  captain,  and  at  his  death  wa= 
major  of  the  Xinth  Regiment  of  Massacbusr::- 
Volunteers.  He  has  been  considered  an  upright 
citizen,  an  honest  man,  and  a  faithful  relative 
and  friend. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  offered  the  following: 

Reso'.ved.  That  we  have  learned  with  sincere 
sorrow  of  the  death  of  our  late  fellow  member, 
Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2: 

That  we  have  parted  with  one  of  our  most 
faithful  and  devoted  associates,  and  the  city  ha* 


lost  one  of  its  most  worthy  and  attentive  repre- 
sentatives: 

That  we  hereoy  express  our  deep  sympathy 
with  his  relatives  in  the  great  affliction  which 
they  have  sustained  in  his  demise: 

Resolved,  That  we  will  attend,  in  a  body,  the 
funeral  services  of  our  late  fellow  member. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  their 
passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Mr.  President.  I  be- 
lieve it  has  been  customary  that  such  a  resolution 
should  be  seconded.  As  no  other  member  has 
arisen  for  that  purpose,  I  rise  f>  do  so.  This  is 
the  lhird  occasion  darins  the  present  year  that 
the  Council  has  oeen  summoned  to  perform  such 
a  melancholy  duty.  It  is  a  fortnight  yesterday 
since  we  were  called  upon  to  meet  and  pass  reso- 
lutions to  the  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  Perkins  of 
this  body.  Certainly,  Mr.  President,  if  anybody 
had  looked  around  the  Council  Chamber  a  month 
ago,  there  were  no  two  men  who  seemed  less 
likely  to  be  taken  from  our  midst  than  lhe  two 
members  whom  we  have  recently  lost.  I 
have  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Sweeney  only 
in  the  official  relations  we  have  borne  during 
the  present  year.  It  was  not  my  fortune  to  be  on 
any  committees  with  him,  and  I  cannot  claim  any 
particular  pt-rsonal  acquaintance  with  him.  But 
I  have  noticed  that  though  he  very  seldom  took 
part  in  our  debates,  yet  on  one  or  two  occasions, 
when  called  upon  to  explain  or  oppose  a  measure, 
he  displayed  abilities  from  which  I  expected  we 
would  gain  great  advantage  another  year,  and  he 
having  been  elected  for  next  year.  I  looked  for- 
ward to  his  services  as  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  city. 
I  feel  barlly  able  to  express  to  the  Council  the 
feelings  which  I  have  at  the  present  moment,  on 
being  here  for  the  third  time  during  the  present 
year.  It  seems  as  if  the  Council  has  been 
peculiarly  unfortunate.  Never  before.  I  believe, 
have  there  been  so  many  members  taken  away 
from  any  Council  In  one  year:  and  without  wish- 
ing to  take  the  part  of  a  moralist  at  all,  it  seems 
tome  we  must  go  away  from  here  today  pain- 
fully reminded  of  the  uncertainty  of  life. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Ward  7 -Mr.  President,  for  the 
third  time  I  have  come  here  to  attend  a  Council 
meeting  called  on  the  death  of  a  fellow  member. 
Early  in  the  year  we  learned  with  deep  regret 
that  Councilman  Healy  was  dead.  But  hardly 
were  his  funeral  services  over  when  information 
reached  us  of  the  sadden  death  of  Alderman  Bell. 
We  then  thought,  and  not  without  reason,  that  the 
City  Government  had  indeed  suffered  sufficient- 
ly for  one  year,  and  that  death  would  claim  no 
other  member.  Bat  a  few  days  ago  we  were  startled 
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Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6— Certainly,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, no  two  deaths  that  could  have  occurred 
could  have  struck  us  with  such  sorrow  as  those  of 
Major  Sweeney  and  Dr.  Perkins.  But  in  the  case 
of  Major  Sweeney  we  no  douht  felt  a  keener  s^nse 
of  anguish  perhaps  than  we  did  in  the  death  of 
Dr.  Perkins,  cut  off  as  he  was  in  the  prime  of  a 
vigorous  manhood,  in  the  possession  of  apparent 
health,  and  with  all  his  faculties  fully  in  health, 
it  is  indeed  a  hard  visitation  when  we  re- 
flect upon  it.  I  have  not  had  a  long  acquaint- 
ance with  the  late  Major  Sweeney,  but  for 
the  short  time  that  it  was  my  pleasure  to  be 
acquainted  with  him  I  found  him  ever  a  warm, 
genial  and  honest  friend.  I  have  met  him  on  one 
or  two  occasions  outside  of  the  duties  of  his  of- 
ficial position,  and  can  safely  say  I  was  greatly 
astonished  at  his  noble  and  manly  qualities.  In 
his  death  the  State  loses  a  gallant  soldier,  one 
who  went  into  the  service  when  he  was  young, 
and  rose  to  the  position  of  major,  a  high  position 
for  a  young  man,  and  one  which  very  few  are 
able  to  attain  at  his  age  unless  they  show  quali- 
ties such  as  he  manifested,  of  obedience  and  dis- 
cipline. He  undoubtedly  took  a  sharp  interest  in 
all  the  military  affairs  of  the  State.  In  deference 
to,  and  in  acknowledgtnont  of  that,  I  presume  it 
w*s  the  reason  that  the  Presideut  put  him  upon 
the  committee  on  the  celebration  of  the  250th  an- 
niversary of  the  settlement  of  Boston.  In  the  per- 
formance of  his  duties  there,!  think  we  will  all  bear 
attestation  to  his  thoroughness  and  to  the  hearti- 
ness with  which  he  went  into  the  work.  I  can 
hardly  realize  that  the  soldier  I  saw  on  the  17th 
of  September  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  is  no 
more.  Mr.  President,  we  must  certainly  be  struck 
with  astonishment  at  the  loss  of  Major  Sweeney, 
and  must  consider  that  the  words  used  by  one  ot 
the  gentlemen  who  spoke  on  the  occasion  of  the 
death  of  the  late  Dr.  Perkins  had  something 
prophetic  in  them  when  he  asked  whose  turn  it 
would  be  next.  Let  us  trust  in  the  providence  of 
God,  Mr.  President,  that  we  will  see  one  another, 
either  collectively  as  members  of  this  Council  or 
individually  in  public  or  private  places,  for  many 
years  to  come;  and  let  us  hope  that  if  called  away 
we  may  be  as  fully  prepared  to  go,  as  ready  to 
answer  the  summons,  as  was  he  who  was  so  lately 
among  us,  but  is  now  no  more. 

"Sleep,  soldier,  sleep,  in  honor  rest, 

Thy  truth  and  valor  wearing; 
The  bravest  are  the  tenderest, 

The  loving  are  the  dating." 

The  President— Our  late  associate  has  tor  some 
time  endured  pain  and  suffering  with  patience 
and  in  silence.  Some  expected  his  recovery,  and 
he  himself  shared  in  the  delights  of  that  delusive 


dream.  Others  knew  that  the  disease  had  taken 
so  firm  a  hold  that  it  was  incurable,  and  they 
heard  the  announcement  last  Thursday  evening 
as  only  premature.  Saturday  afternoon  he  was 
admitted  to  the  City  Hospital,  in  the  words  of 
Dr.  Rowe,  "Very,  very  sick,"  and  a  fatal 
termination  was  expected  on  his  admission. 
Major  Sweeney  was  active  and  promi- 
nent in  military  matters,  and  his  spe- 
cial knowledge  and  services  were  invalua- 
ble to  the  committee  on  the  celebration  of  the 
250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  our  city  in 
arranging  the  general  plan  and  details  of  the 
military  part  of  the  great  procession.  He  was  re- 
spected by  his  military  associates  as  an  able  and 
courteous  officer.  As  a  member  of  this  Council 
he  readily  won  and  retained  our  cordial  regard 
and  affection.  As  a  cicizen  he  was  public  spirit- 
ed and  conscientious,  and  as  a  man  he  was  kind- 
hearted  and  charitable.  A  few  years  ago  his 
wife  died,  leaving  an  aged  mother,  the  burden  of 
whose  support  Major  Sweeney  cheerfully  as- 
sumed and  bore.  May  we  leave  as  bright  and 
fair  a  record  when  we  are  called  to  another  and 
better  life. 

The  resolutions  were  passed  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  and  five  members 
of  this  board  be  appointed  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  attendance  of  the  Common  Council  at  the 
funeral  of  our  late  fellow  member,  Daniel  J. 
Sweeney,  Jr.,  of  Ward  2;  the  expense  connected 
with  the  same  to  he  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund  of  the  Common  Council.  Passed,  and  the 
President  appointed  Messrs.  Doherty  of  Ward  2, 
Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2,  Keodricken  of  Ward  20, 
Anthony  of  Ward  19  and  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8 
on  said  committee. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  as  a  token  of  our  respect  for  the 
memory  of  our  late  associate,  Daniel  J.  Sweeney, 
Jr.,  of  Ward  2,  the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to 
cause  flowers  to  be  placed  upon  the  desk  ot  the 
deceased  until  the  close  ot  the  present  municipal 
year;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fuud  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Passed. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  ot  Ward  25. 
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UUMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    23,    1880. 


Regular  meeting  at  7.30  o  clock,  Harvey  a. 
Shepard  presiding. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDEKMES. 

Sundry  petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  of 
an  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  finance.    Concurred. 

References  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  viz.: 

Of  the  request  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
§1200  for  the  Elmore  street  and  A.shmont  Primary 
Schoolhouses.    (City  Doc.  Mo.  139.) 

Of  the  request  of  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  for  an  additional  appropriation  tor  the 
abatement  of  the  Roxbury  Canal  nuisance— 
§30,000.    (City  Doc.  No.  140.) 

Severally  concurred. 

References  to  the  next  City  Council  ot  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Request  of  the  School  Committee  for  enlarge- 
ment of  the  yard  of  the  Prince  Schoolhouse. 

The  subject  of  a  site  and  building  for  an  East 
Boston  Branch  High  Schoolhouse. 

The  request  of  the  School  Committee  for  addi- 
tional land  to  be  purchased  in  rear  of  Blossom- 
street  Primary  Schoolhouse. 

Severally  concurred. 

Report  no  action  necessary  on  the  subject, 
viz.:  The  employment  of  instructors  or  officers  of 
the  public  schools  contrary  to  law.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  authority  by  ordi- 
nance to  i  he  School  Committee  to  purchase  text 
books.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances  in 
concurrence. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  as 
follows: 

Of  Louis  B.  Schwarz  to  be  refunded  taxes  paid 
on  au  estate  on  Shawmut  street. 

Of  the  Barnstable  SaviDgs  BanK  receivers  on 
the  surrender  of  an  estate  on  Beacon  street. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  Rose  Hagarty  S7,  due  Daniel  Hag- 
arty  for  labor  in  Paving  Department.  Read  twice 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  convey  to  John  J.  Wil- 
liams fifty-seven  square  feet  of  land  near  the 
southwesterly^boundary  of  the  Shurtleff  School- 
house,  on  the  terms  and  for  the  purposes  in  said 
order  set  forth.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  compiling 
from  the  Tenth  United  States  Census  and  pub- 
lishing as  a  city  document,  such  statistics  relat- 
ing to  this  city  as  may  be  of  public  interest. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
General  Court  for  a  change  in  the  existing  laws 
relating  to  the  survey  and  inspection  of  build- 
ings. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the 
order  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  with  in- 
structions to  prepare  a  draft  of  the  changes  de- 
sired. I  have  looked  among  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  find  no  explanation  of 
it.  As  we  have  taken  similar  action  in  regard  to 
other  matters  this  year,  I  move  it  be  recommitted 
for  that  purpose. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Anthony  of  Ward  19 
moved  a  reconsideration  so  that  an  explanation 
could  be  made,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Anthony— At  the  first  of  the  year  the  com- 
mittee <?ave  seve.-al  hearings  to  the  architects  and 
builders  in  hopes  that  the  proposed  revision  of 
the  laws  could  go  to  the  Legislature  this  year,  but 
it  could  not  be  completed  in  time.  The  arch- 
itects and  bnildt-rs  agreed  upon  certain  changes, 
but  it  was  finally  left  to  be  taken  up  the  latter 
part  of  the  year.  A  subcommittee  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Alderman  Caton  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5.  How  far  they  have  got  along  I  am 
unable  to  say,  but  I  presume  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  can  give  some  explanation. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  in 
concurrence. 


Free  Soup. 

Report  and  order  in  a  new  draft  requesting  the 
Police  Commis-ioners  to  arrange  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  soup  to  the  poor  at  au  expense  not  exceed- 
ing S2500.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Transfers  for  Contingent  Funds. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  of  §1000  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  of  §1500  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund  of  Joint  Committees  having  no  ap- 
propriation in  charge.  Order  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of 
Ward  23,  and  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

SALARIES    OF    BRIDGE     SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  inexpedient  to 
take  action  at  present  on  the  subject  of  increas- 
ing the  pay  of  the  Superintendents  of  the  west 
draw  of  Chelsea  Bridge  and  Maiden  Bridge. 

Mr.  Lovell— When  this  vote  was  passed  at  the 
last  meeting  I  misunderstood  the  reading  of  the 
report.  After  consulting  the  report  at  the  Clerk's 
desk  I  found  it  covered  the  very  matter  which  I 
wished  to  ask  some  questions  about.  The  com- 
mittee having  reported  inexpedient  to  legislate, 
I  should  like  to  hear  some  explanation  from 
them. 

Mr.  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18— It  being  so  near 
the  end  of  the  year,  the  committee  thought  it 
was  inexpedient  to  make  any  alterations  in  the 
salaries. 

Mr.  Lovell  moved  the  reference  of  this  whole 
matter  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  should  like  to  know  if 
the  gentleman  who  moved  the  reconsideration 
voted  with  the  majority. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  voted  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
report,  not  understanding  it  at  the  time. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment prevailed.    Sent  up. 

CITY    HOSPITAL    GROUNDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10,  the  re- 
port and  new  draft  of  an  order  to  set  apart  for 
the  use  of  the  City  Hospital  a  parcel  of  land 
bounded  by  Harrison  avenue,  East  Springfield 
street,  Albany  street  and  East  Chester  park 
(about  60,172  square  feet),  were  taken  from  the 
table,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  the  or- 
der was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Freeman  ol  Ward  10 
submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  respectfully  report  upon  the  accompany- 
ing petition  of  Nathan  S.  Wilbur,  for  leave  to  re- 
move certain  building  materials  from  a  lot  of 
land  on  East  Springfield  street  and  Harrison  ave- 
nue, purchased  of  and  afterwards  forfeited  to  the 
city  again,  that  as  the  land  in  question  has  been 
transferred  by  an  order  of  the  City  Council  to  the 
uses  of  the  City  Hospital,  reference  of  this  peti- 
tion be  made  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Hos- 
pital. 

For  the  Committee, 

James  G.  Freeman. 

Accepted,  and  referred  accordingly.    Sent   up. 

WEST  ROXBURY  PARK. 

Mr.  Pratt  called  up  the  past  assignment,  viz.: 
Motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  wnereby  was  re- 
jected the  order  for  a  loan  of  $800 ,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  for  the  West  Roxbury  Park  (Citv 
Doc.  No.  111). 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Pratt,  the  whole  subject  was  referred  to 
the  n«xt  City  Government.  Mr.  Pratt  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE   PROPOSED  EXTENSION  OF    HIGHLAND    PARK. 

The  following  was  received: 

Dec.  20,  1880. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston— On  Nov.  29  the  following  communica- 
tion was  received: 

"In  Board  of  Aldermen,) 
Nov.  22,  1880.  J 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  who  were  requested  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  purchasing  the  property  of  the 
St.  Elizabeth  Hospital  on  Beech  Glen  avenue,  aud 
adding  the  same  to  Highland  Park,  and  to  whom 
were  referred  certain  petitions  favoring  such 
action  on  the  part  of  the  city,  having  heard  the 
petitioners  and  given  the  subject  their  considera- 
tion, respectfully  report  that  if  the  proposed 
addition  is  made  to  Highland  Park,  betterments 
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should  be  assessed  on  surrounding  property 
for  the  improvement;  and  as  the  committee  are 
advised  by  the  City  Solicitor  that  betterments 
cannot  be  assessed  unless  the  estate  is  taken  by 
the  Park  Commissioners,  the  committee  respect- 
fully recommend  that  the  subject  be  referred  to 
said  Commissioner^  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.  For  the  Committee,  Hugh  O'Brien, 
Chairman.  In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Xov.  22,  1880. 
Read,  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Commissioners 
on  Public  Parks.  Sent  down  for  concurrence. 
Sov.  26,  came  up  concurred.  A  true  copy,  attest: 
John  T.  Priest,  Assistant  City  Clerk." 
The  commissioners,  having  examined  the 
premises,  the  surrounding  estates  and  neighbor- 
hood published  the  following  notice: 

'A  hearing  will  be  given  by  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners,  at  their  "  office,  87  Milk 
street,  on  Satu  day,  Dec.  11,  at  12  M.,  to  all 
parties  interested  in  the  subject  of  the  pur- 
chase of  the  land  now  owned  by  St.  Eliza- 
beth's Hospital  on  Fort  avenue,  for  the  en- 
largement of  Highland  Park,  including  the 
payment  of  betterments  for  the  same  by  owners 
of  estates  wh'ch  may  be  adjudged  as  benefited 
thereby. 

C.  H.  Daltox. 

Wm.  Gray,  Jr. 

Henry  Lee. 

Commissioners. 

About  fifteen  persons  appeared  at  the  hearing, 
five  of  whom  represented  estates  comprising  land 
valued  by  the  Assessors  at  S5800,  abutting-  on  the 
streets  bordering  upon  the  hospital  property,  and 
expressed  a  willingness  to  pay  a  fair  assessment 
for  betterment  should  the  city  acquire  the  hospi- 
tal property  and  lay  it  out  as  a  park. 

Two  persons  appeared  representing  estates 
similarly  situated,  having  <m  assessed  land  valua- 
tion of  856,000,  who  protested  against  any  assess- 
ment for  betterments  consequent  upon  the  layiug 
out  of  the  hospital  property  as  a  public  park.  The 
assessed  valuation  of  the  remaining  lands  simi- 
larly situated  is  S<1,T00. 

Two  or  three  owners  of  property  situated  in  the 
neighborhood  appeared  and  expressed  their 
willingness  to  pay  an  assessment  for  betterment 
to  assist  in  securing  the  improvement  asked  for 
by  the  petitioners. 

f,"  From  personal  examination  of  the  premises  and 
neighborhood,  as  well  as  from  such  "evidence  as 
was  submitted  at  the  hearing,  the  commissioners 
are  of  the  opinion  that  there  would  be  but  little 
if  any  actual  commerci;il  increase  in  the  value  of 
lands  by  virtue  of  the  taking  of  the  hospital  prop- 
erty for  a  public  park,  beyond  the  estates  imme- 
diately adjacent;  that  assessments  for  better- 
ments'would  practically  be  limited  to  these  adja- 
cent estates,  and  that  the  sum  which  could  be  le- 
gally assessed  and  collected  would  be  so  small  as 
not  to  amount  to  an  important  contribution  to 
the  cost,  and,  furthermore,  that  the  value  of  the 
hospital  land  to  the  city  at  large,  for  park  pur- 
poses, is  not  sufficiently  apparent  to  justify  the 
commissioners  in  recommending  its  taking 
by  eminent  domain,  as  provided  by  the 
act.  In  reaching  this  conclusion,  the  com- 
missioners have  not  taken  into  consideration  the 
present  or  prospective  uses  for  which  the  hospital 
estate  is  or  may  be  occupied,  but  have  confined 
their  inquiry  to  the  question  as  to  wh  ther  the 
land  is  of  such  general  importance  or  necessity  to 
the  immediate  neighborhood  and  the  commuuity 
at  large  for  a  parlfas  to  call  for  the  application 
of  the  park  act. 

Representatives  of  the  hospital  inform  the 
commissioneis  that  they  do  not  wish  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  such  public  improvement  as  is  asked 
tor  by  the  petitioners;  that  the  original  cost  of 
the  estate  was  about  S18,r'00,the  present  cost  S23,- 
000  to  $25,000,  and  the  estimated  present  value 
$35,000.  The  commissioners  could  not  recommend 
an  appropriation  of  such  amount  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  estate  for  public  uses,  aside  from 
other  considerations  already  mentioned. 

The  commissioners  respecttully  suggest  that,  m 
case  the  estate  is  acquired  by  the  city,  it  should 
be  included  in  Highland  Park",  of  which  it  is  nat- 
urally a  part,  where  it  would  come  under  the 
charge  of  the  Water  Board,  which  would  police 
it  and  otherwise  care  for  it  without  additional 
expense. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

c  (tables  h.  dalton. 
Wm.  Gray,  Jr. 
Henry  Lee. 

Commissioners. 


[A  plan  of  Highland  Park  and  its  vicinityr 
showing  Assessors'  valuation  of  adjoining  lands 
for  1880,  accompanies  this.] 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Whitrnore  of  Ward  12,  further 
consideration  of  the  report  was  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting,  and  it  was  ordeied  to   be  printed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

Petitions  were  received  as  follows :  Mary  Ann 
McXiven,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused 
by  the  insecure  condition  of  the  sidewalk  at  190- 
194  .Medford  street,  Charlestown,  Nov.  25,  1880, 
and  Mary  Harvey,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries- 
caused  by  the  insecure  condition  of  the  sidewalk 
in  rear  o'f  159  Beacon  street,  Dec.  19,  1880.  Sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 
Sent'up. 

ELECTION  OF  ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The^Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  in- 
structed to  consider  and  report  what  changes,  if 
any,  are  necessary  or  desirable  in  existing  ordi- 
nances relating  to  the  election  of  First  and  Sec- 
ond Assistant  Assessors,  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  next  City 
Council. 

For  the  Committee, 

W.  H.  Whitjiore. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  committee  gave  considera- 
ble time  and  attention  to  this  matter,  and  had 
several  hearings;  but  it  was  so  difficult  to  settle 
that  we  were  unable  to  reach  any  conclusion,  and 
therefore  could  only  recommend  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Government.  I  make  this 
explanation  that  it  "may  not  be  thought  it  has 
been  neglected  by  the  committee. 

The  report  wasaeeepted.    Sent  up. 

assessors'  depart^lent. 
Mr.  Wyman  of  Ward  21  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Wig- 
glesworth  and  Henry  S.  Grew,  executors  under 
the  will  of  Edward  Wigglesworth,  deceased,  for 
repayment  of  taxes  illegally  assessed, having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  petitioners  "have  leave  to  withdraw. 
For  the  Committee, 

Geo.  H.  Wyilan. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

TREAT5IENT  OF     THE  POOR. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

In  Common  Council,  Dec.  23, 1880. 

The  joint  special  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred among  the  unfinished  business  of  last  year 
the  report  of  the  Commission  on  the  Treatment 
of  the  Poor,  having  considered  the  subject,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

In  March,  1876.  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Aldermen  Liverus  Hull  and  Thomas  J. 
Whidden,  and  Councilmen  James  J.  Flynn,  Abra- 
ham Firth  and  William  Blanchard.wasappointed 
to  c  msider  and  report  upon  the  expediency-  of 
transferring  the  care  and  management  of"  the 
almshouses  from  the  Directors  for"  Public  Institu- 
tions to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  On  the  23d 
of  Ju  e  following  a  majority  and  minority  report 
were  submitted;  the  majority  report  being  signed 
by  Messrs.  Hull,  Whidden,  F'irth  and  Blanchard, 
and  the  minority  report  h\  Mr.  Flynn.  These 
reports  may  be  found  in  City  Document  No.  73. 
1876. 

The  majority  favored  the  separation  of  the 
pauper  and  criminal  classes,  and  placing  the 
former  under  the  sole  charge  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor:  the  minority  report,  while  agreeing  to 
the  separation  of  the  two  classes,  opposed  "the 
transtcr  of  management. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, at  its  last  meeting  in  the  year,  rejected  the 
order  attached  to  the  majority  report.  At  the 
same  meeting  an  order  was  passed  authorizing 
the  Mayor  to  appoint  a  commission  to  consider  ana 
report  upon  the  treatment  of  the  poor  who  apply 
for  relief,  whether  temporary  or  permanent,  and 
to  ascertain  what,  if  any.  changes  are  desirable 
in  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  or  ordinances 
of  the  city  for  the  relief,  maintenance  and  em- 
ployment of  all  classes  of  the  poor.  The  Board  of 
Aldermen  concurred  in  the  passage  of  this  order, 
and  the  .Mayor  appointed  George  S.  Hale.  Alvah 
A.  Barrage  and  Augustus  Parker,  commissioner*. 
The  report  of  the  commission  was  submitted  in 
1878,  and  was   referred  to  a  joint  special  commit- 
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tee.  The  committee  made  one  report  during  the 
year,  recommending  the  establishment  of  the 
Wayfarers'  Lodge,  on  Hawkins  street.  This  insti- 
tution, the  first  practical  result  of  the  work  of 
the  commissioners,  has,  it  is  well  known,  proved 
a  decided  success.  In  consequence  of  the  sudden 
illness  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  (result- 
ing in  his  death)  nothing  more  was  accomplished 
during  the  year. 

In  1879  the  subject  was  again  referred  to  a  spe- 
cial committee.  Substantially  the  same  ground 
was  gone  over,  but  before  the  committee  could 
agree  upon  a  report,  the  chairman  [Alderman 
Pope],  died,  and  nothing  more  was  done. 

From  this  brief  account  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
subject  has  received  a  great  deal  of  considera- 
tion, and  while,  perhaps,  the  establishment  of  the 
Wayfarers'  Lodge  is  the  only  instance  which  can 
be  referred  to  as  a  direct  result,  it  is  believed 
that  the  agitation  of  the  subject  has  been  indi- 
rectly the  means  of  considerable  improvement 
in  the  treatment  of  paupers  and  criminals. 

The  committee  of  the  present  year  have  held  a 
number  of  protracted  meetings  and  have  consult- 
ed with  many  persons  whose  experience  in  the 
subject  matter  would  render  their  advice  and  in- 
formation of  value. 

The  condition  of  things  is  now  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  was  when  the  commissioners 
reported.  The  separation  of  paupers  and  crimi- 
nals has  been  made  more  complete;  labor  is,  to 
some  extent,  required  in  compensation  for  indoor 
relief,  and  other  improvements  have   beon  made. 

The  principal  question  that  remains  undecided 
is  whether  the  care  of  the  poor  shall  be  vested  en- 
tirely in  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and 
to  this  question  the  committee  have  given  the 
greatest  consideration.  They  fully  rea'ize  the 
danger  of  disturbing,  without  grave  reasons,  a 
system  that  has  been  the  woik  of  many  years  to 
perfect;  one  that  is  admirably  managed  and  re- 
flects great  credit  upon  the  managing  board.  Yet 
they  believe  that  there  is  sufficient  reason  to 
justify  such  a  change,  and  in  this  opinion  they  are 
sustained  by  all  disinterested  persons  whom  they 
have  consulted  in  the  matter. 

In  the  first  place,  i  here  is  no  reason  why  the 
management  of  paupers  and  criminals  should 
be  vested  in  one  board.  The  reasons  that 
once  existed  have  long  since  passed  away  and 
cannot  recur  again.  Such  a"  combination  is 
foreign  to  our  plan  of  government,  and  no- 
where else  in  the  State  will  it  be  found  to  exist. 
The  only  argument  that  can  be  advanced  in  favor 
of  continuing  the  system  is  that  of  greater  econ- 
omy in  management;  but  this  claim  is  wholly 
supposititious.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  believed 
that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  could  carry  on  the 
entire  system  of  pauper  relief  at  less  expense  to 
the  city  than  what  it  now  costs.  A  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  income  from  trust  funds  held  by 
the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  could  then  be  applied 
to  indoor  relief,  and  the  annual  appropriations 
would  be  correspondingly  reduced.  There  has 
been  no  evidence  produced  to  show  that  two 
boards  cannot  manage  two  departments  as  dis- 
tinct as  the  ones  in  question  as  cheaply  as  one 
can.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  well-known  fact 
that,  as  a  rule,  a  person  does  not  become  a  pauper 
at  once,  but  by  degrees,  beginning  with  receiving 
occasional  assistance  in  time  of  great  need,  ap- 
plying for  aid  more  frequently  as  stress  of  cir- 
cumstances require,  and  finally  becoming  entire- 
ly dependent.  We  say  as  a  rule,  because  cases  of 
hereditary  pauperism  do  sometimes  occur,  and 
there  are  instances  of  sudden  descent  from  com- 
parative comfort  to  absolute  poverty;  but  such 
cases  are  exceptional.  Now,  during  the  first 
stages  of  dependence,  aid,  or  outdoor  relief  as  it 
is  termed,  is  furnished  by  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor.  They  become  acquainted  with 
the  applicants'  character  and  necessities, 
and  in  return  are  regarded  in  the  light 
of  sympathizing  almoners  and  friends  rather 
than'  as  officers  of  the  law.  The  Overseers  are, 
therefore,  enabled  to  administer  their  trust  with 
the  best  possible  results,  to  weed  out  the  lazy  and 
vicious  from  the  weak  and  unfortunate,  and  to 
discriminate  between  the  deserving  and  the  un- 
worthy. This  relation  continues  as  long  as  the 
recipient  is  given  outdoor  relief,  and,  therefore, 
that  relief  is  intelligently  administered  in  each 
instance,  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  demand. 

But  when  the  point  of  total  helplessness  is 
reached,  and  indoor  relief  becomes  necessary,  all 
is  changed,  the  pauper  enters  the  almshouse,  and 
from  that  moment  becomes  part  of  a  great  ma- 
chine, working  in  accordance   with  a  well-regu- 


lated plan.  Every  want  is  supplied  according  to 
a  system,  admirably  devised  and  well  conducted, 
but  which  results  in  removing  all  desire  for  self- 
help,  and  leaving  the  person  a  hopeless  pauper. 
This  might  and  probably  would  be  the  result  in 
many  cases,  even  if  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  had 
charge  of  in-door  relief;  but  it  is  clear  that  their 
previous  knowledge  of  the  person's  condition 
would  enable  them  to  exercise  discretion  and  to 
vary  the  treatment  in  each  case,  to  the  end  that, 
if  it  were  possible,  total  pauperism  might  be 
avoided. 

On  this  point  the  commissioners  say,  "The  pau- 
pers who  fill  our  almshouses  are,  many  of 
them,  persons  who  have,  for  a  longer  or 
Shorter  period,  sometimes  for  years,  so- 
licited aid  from  the  Overseersj  and  be- 
come known  to  them  and  their  officers.  It  is 
obvious  that  a  competent  board,  which  has 
long  had  the  care  of  a  number  of  of  persons 
in  such  a  condition,  has  studied  their  wants  and 
observed  their  peculiarities,  and  has  acquired 
with  many  of  them  what  may  almost  be  called  an 
intimate  personal  acquaintance,  is  much  better 
adapted  than  any  other  equally  competent  body 
can  be  to  continue  this  care  wlien  they  are  trans- 
ferred to  an  institution  for  indoor  relief,  and  bet- 
ter able  to  classify  them,  manage  and  direct  them 
with  humanity  and  due  consideration,  unless 
there  are  controlling  and  peculiar  reasons  for  a 
different  course.  Nor  will  it  be  claimed  that 
men,  guilty  of  no  crime  but  poverty— whatever 
classification  should  be  made  among'them  to  dis- 
tinguish those  whose  poverty  is  the  result  of  mis- 
fortune from  those  who  have,  by  God's  laws, 
brought  it  upon  themselves — should  be  managed, 
cared  lor  and  governed  upon  the  same  system 
and  by  the  same  rules  as  the  criminal,  or  even 
the  incorrigible  vagabond  whom  our  laws  make  a 
criminal.  Human  nature  is  such  that  the  most 
competent  managers  of  either  class  will  naturally 
govern  both,  when  placed  together  under  their 
care,  in  a  spirit,  if  not  by  rules,  which  must  be 
unsuitable  for  one  or  the  "other.  Even  the  local 
juxtaposition  of  the  two  classes  is  objectionable, 
and  no  man  can  fail  to  sympathize  with  the  feel- 
ings of  an  unfortunote  man  or  woman,  suffering 
from  age  and  infirmity,  who  shrinks  from  any  as- 
sociation with  the  vicious  and  the  guilty,  or  be 
surprised  that  some  should  think  that,  they  have, 
and  others  should  pretend  that  they  have,  cause 
for  complaint." 

Since  this  subject  has  been  before  the  City 
Council,  the  separation  of  the  pauper  and  crim- 
inal classes  has  been  substantially  completed,  but 
the  feeling  which  connects  the  two  still  remains, 
and  it  is  the  experience  of  those  who  are  brought 
in  contact  with  the  poor  that  many  worthy  per- 
sons suffer  extremely,  from  the  fear  that  by  ap- 
plying for  indoor  relief  they  may  be  classed  with 
criminals.  This  feeling  should  be  respected  and 
should  certainly  have  some  weight  in  deciding 
the  question. 

The  fact  that  an  institution  is  well  managed 
should  be  no  obstacle  to  improvements  being 
made,  if  they  can  be  shown  to  be  necessary.  In 
the  present  instance,  while  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion that  our  almshouses  are  well  managed,  the 
evidence  before  the  committee  leads  them  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  condition  of  the  poor  would 
be  greatly  improved  by  transferring  the  care  and 
management  of  the  almshouses  to  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor. 

The  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order.  For  the  Committee, 

Henry  N.  Sawyer. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  ses- 
sion tor  such  legislation  as  may  bo  necessary  to 
transfer  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  City  Council,  all  power,  author- 
ity, rights  and  duties  now  conferred,  vested  or 
imposed  by  existing  statutes  upon  or  in  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  in  regard  to 
paupers,  poor  or  indigent  persons,  and  destitute 
or  neglected  children,  and  the  institutions  and 
establishments  for  the  care  thereof,  including  the 
almshouses  at  Rainsford  Island  and  in  Charles- 
town,  the  Austin  Poor  Farm,  and  the  Marcella- 
street  Home,  but  excepting  the  Lunatic  Hospital 
anil  inmates  thereof. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8—1  move  that  the  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  21— I  would  like  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  8  to  give  some  reasons  for  re- 
ferring it  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
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Mr.  Christal— The  reason  is,  I  think  it  is  consid- 
erably complicated,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  interest- 
ed, there  is  much  that  I  do  not  undet  stand.  I 
think  that  by  submitting  it  to  a  committee  we 
will  have  it  more  thoroughly  investigated  and 
have  some  good  reasons  given.  It  it  is  the  de- 
sire of  the  gentleman  to  make  paupers  of  every- 
body applying  for  aid,  I  think  it  is'not  desirable. 
I  think  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  understand  it 
tonight,  and  that  it  better  be  considered  by  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24—1  think  the  gentleman 
does  not  understand  the  report,  and  I  will  move 
that  it  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council.  This  subject  has  been  considered  for 
three  years,  both  by  committees  and  a  commis- 
sion. If  it  goes  over  to  the  next  meeting  1  hope 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  8,  and  all  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  will  look  over  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  on  the  Treatment  of  the  Poor 
(City  Doc.  38, 1878),  which  was  reprinted  this  year. 
I  move  it  be  assigned  to  the  n  2xt  meeting  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitirore  of  Ward  12— If  I  understand  the 
extent  of  the  report  and  order,  I  hope  neither 
motion  will  prevail,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
Council  will  pass  the  order  tonight.  As  I  under- 
stand the  very  simple  order  with  which  the  re- 
port concludes,  the  result  of  this  legislation  will 
be  to  separate  the  care  of  paupers  from  the  board 
having  charge  of  the  criminal  classes;  that  it 
will  place  the  care  of  the  poor  in  charge  of 
the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  that  the 
rights  of  the  City  Council  are  properly  guarded 
in  the  order  as  presented.  Inisu  uch  as  I 
think  this  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  one 
which  we  have  been  for  years  striving  to  obtain, 
I  hope  no  excess  of  modesty  on  the  part  of  the 
gentleman  who  presented  the  report  will  lead  him 
to  consent  to  unnecessary  delay.  I  am  sure  the 
gentleman  f  j  om  Ward  8  does  not  appreciate  the 
delay  which  will  be  caused  by  a  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  I  am  also  very 
sure  that  committee  will  simply  report  it  back 
with  their  approval.  I  think  this  is  a  very  im- 
portant reform,  and  is  in  a  line  in  which  all 
friends  of  humanity  desire  success.  I  hope  the 
motion  to  refer  will  be  withdrawn,  and  then  that 
the  gentleman  from  Waid  21  will  not  feel  it  nec- 
essary to  ask  for  delay.  We  can  pass  it  tonight, 
and  put  it  beyond  the  reach  of  any  accident 
which  might  happen  on  the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24— When  I  presented  the 
report,  I  had  it  in  my  mind  that  the  order  be  (.ur, 
upon  its  passage  tonight;  but  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  8  raised  some  objections  I  did  not  feel 
that  it  would  be  right  to  press  it.  The  members 
of  the  committee  feel  the  importance  of  this  order 
being  passed  this  evening,  but  we  did  not  wish  to 
force  H  through.  It  has  been  pending  for  many 
years,  and  has  been  considered  by  a  commission 
and  special  committee,  all  of  whom  recommend 
the  passage  of  this  order. 

Mr.  Christal  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— This  is  a  very  important 
matter,  and  I  do  not  quite  understand  that  re- 
port. I  move  that  it  be  printed  and  presented  in 
printed  form  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man who  made  this  report  whether  the  order 
ought  not  also  to  include  truant  children.  I  see 
it  names  neglected  and  indigent  children.  1  move 
as  an  amendment  that  "truant  children"  be  in- 
serted. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  exactly  under- 
stand why  the  care  of  truant  children  should  be 
transferred  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  1  hope 
the  gentleman  will  explain  his  motion  further. 

Mr.  Wharton— If  there  is  no  objection,  I  will 
withdraw  the  motion.  I  merely  put  it  out  as  a 
proposition. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

CHARLESTOWN    ALMSHOUSE. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Treatment 
of  the  Poor,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  and 
order  relative  to  the  discontinuance  of  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
in  their  opinion  it  is  not  expedient  to  discontinue 


said  almshouse  at  present,  and  therefore  the  or- 
der ought  not  to  pass. 

For  the  Committee, 

Henry  N.  Sawyer. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  POWER  TO  LOCATE  THE  DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  the  various  departments  in  City  Hall  and 
other  public  buildings  be  and  the  same  hereby  are 
assigned  for  occupaucy  to  the  various  public  offi- 
cers actually  occupying  the  same  on  Dec.  1,  1880; 
and  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be 
instructed  to  furnish  a  list  of  such  occupants  at 
said  date. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  should  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Council  on  this  matter,  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  quite  unexpectedly  to  me  a  very  serious 
legal  question  was  involved,  upon  which  I  have 
taken  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  and  which 
I  will  lay  before  the  Council.  The  fact  is,  that  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  the 
following  order  was  passed: 

"Ordered,  That  the  room  on  the  fourth  floor  of 
City  Hall,  known  as  the  President's  room  of  the 
Common  Council,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  as- 
signed, after  Jan.  1,  1881,  until  otherwise  or- 
dered, to  the  use  of  the  City  Collector." 

At  first  I  was  somewhat  surprised  at  the  pas- 
sage ot  the  order,  because  the  room  in  question 
was  assigned  last  year  at  the  request  or  sugges- 
tion of  myself,  and  an  order  was  passed  assign- 
ing it  to  the  use  of  the  President  and  members  of 
the  Common  Council.  Afterwards,  by  special 
rules  made  by  this  body,  under  an  ordinance,  that 
room  was  assigned  primarily  to  the  use  of  the 
President.  It  seems  to  me  there  has  been  a  breach 
of  courtesy— probably  not  iutentionally — ou  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  in  taking  away 
from  this  branch  one  of  its  apartments  without 
even  asking  the  consent  of,  or  whether  it  would 
be  agreeable  to,  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council.  For  my  part  I  think  we  are  entitled 
to  the  use  of  that  room,  and  that  it  is  important 
for  the  transaction  of  business  that  it  should  con- 
tinue in  charge  of  the  Council.  It  is  a  cause  of 
astonishment  to  strangers  who  come  here,  to  see 
what  meagre  accommodations  both  branches  are 
satisfied  with.  I  think  there  is  not  room  enough 
for  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  There  are  no  private 
rooms  for  committees  of  that  branch,  and  in  many 
other  respects  there  are  not  pioper  accommoda- 
tions for  either  branch.  But  leaving  that  for 
a  moment,  I  was  led  to  consider  by  what  right 
one  branch  could  undertake  to  dispose  of  the 
rooms  in  this  building.  I  found  it  in  the  6th  sec- 
tion of  the  ordinance  in  regard  to  office  hours, 
which  says — 

"The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  shall,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as- 
sign and  furnish,  in  a  proper  manner,  suitable 
offices  and  rooms  in  the  public  buildings,  or  pro- 
cure the  same  elsewhere,  at  the  expense  of  the 
city,  for  the  various  city  officers." 

The  custom  has  been,  as  in  the  case  of  this  or- 
der, that  on  some  report  made  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  an  order  has  been  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Not  being  at  all  satis- 
tied  that  the  ordinance  was  sufficient  authority,  I 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  City  Solic- 
itor, and  received  the  accompanying  answer: 

Boston,  Dec.  22,  1880. 

J.  P.  Healy,  Esq. :  Dear  Sir— I  desire  your 
opinion  upon  the  following  point  in  regard  to  the 
ordinances: 

Can  the  relations  of  one  branch  of  the  City 
Government  to  another  be  the  subject  of  an  or- 
dinance ?  In  other  words  can  one  City  Council 
control  the  powers  of  its  successor  by  passing  an 
ordinance,  it  being  understood  that  an  ordinance 
can  be  repealed  only  by  consent  of  both  branches 
and  of  the  Mayor. 

For  example,  our  charter,  section  39,  stales, 
"The  City  Council  shall  have  the  care  and  super- 
intendence of  the  public  buildings,  and  the  care, 
custody  and  management  of  all  property  of  the 
city." 

In  1850  an  ordinance  was  passed  (edition  of  1876, 
p.  539)  as  follows:  "The  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  shall,  under  the  direction  ot  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  assign  and  furnish  in  a  proper  man- 
ner suitablu  offices  and  rooms  in  the  public  build- 
ings, or  procure  the  same  elsewhere  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  city,  for  the  various  city  officers." 

Now  I  would  ask  if  this  restriction",  "under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,"  is  not  ille- 
gal and  inoperative  '.' 
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Of  course  the  powers  of  the  City  Council  may 
he  exeieised  by  a  committee;  the  Council  of  any 
year  might,  I  presume,  put  in  such  a  clause  to 
govern  its  own  action;  but  can  it  undertake  to 
bind  its  successors  and  to  deprive  all  future  Com- 
mon Councils  from  an  equal  voice  in  the  "care, 
custody  and  management"  of  this  important 
piece  of  the  ''property  of  the  city"  ? 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  cannot,  by  ordinance, 
even  fix  the  number  of  committees  or  the  mem- 
bership, and  that  such  matters  must  be  left  to 
our  joint  rules.  I  believe  that  the  Legislature  has 
always  acted  thus,  and  has  not  passed  any  laws  to 
bind  its  successors  on  such  points. 

An  early  answer  will  greatly  oblige 
Tours  very  truly, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 

It  is  clear  that  when  power  is  given  by  statute, 
as  in  the  City  Charter,  to  be  exercised  by  the  City 
Council,  it  cannot  be  transferred  to  one  branch  of 
the  City  Council,  by  ordinance  or  order,  so  as  to 
affect  a'ny  Government  of  the  city  other  than  the 
one  which  passes  the  ordinance"  or  order.  The 
City  Council  cannot  control  any  succeeding 
Council  in  the  appointment  of  committees,  either 
as  to  numbers  or  duties. 

J.  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor. 

Dec.  23, 1880. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  opinio  is  that  have  been  given  by 
the  City  Solicitor.  I  am  very  glad  it  came  at  this 
time,  because  it  entirely  reconciles  me  to  the  un- 
kindly fate  which  the  proposed  revision  of  the 
ordinances  met  the  other  evening.  The  various 
ordinances,  including  those  in  the  revision,  have 
repeatedly  undertaken  to  prescribe  the  mem- 
bership of  committees  and  their  duties;  but, 
as  I  understand  both  the  conversation 
and  the  written  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  an  ordinance  framed  in  that  manner 
would  be  inoperative  on  all  those  points.  It  is 
very  fortunate  that  a  mere  accident  has  brought 
the'attention  of  the  City  Solicitor  to  the  matter, 
and  that  we  have  received  his  opinion  upon  it. 
The  reason  I  offered  the  order  is  that  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  rooms  in  the  public  buildings  is  to  he 
made  by  vote  of  branches  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  inasmuch  as  we  are  nearly  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  it  will  certainly  be  unde- 
sirable to  bring  up  any  fresh  que'stion.  So  I 
have  merely  offered  the  order  to  ratify  what 
has  been  done,  until  our  successors  come 
into  office.  This  ordinance  was  passed  in 
1850  and  might  be  considered  a  joint  rule  of  that 
year.  It  was  ree  lacted  in  1S76,  and  of  course 
might  be  considered  in  force  in  that  year.  But 
as  I  understand  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion,  this 
ordinance  is  not  in  force  now,  and  cannot  be  con- 
sidered in  force  until  both  branches  have  taken 
some  concurrent  action.  For  the  purpose  of  not 
disturbing  matters,  and  legalizing  what  has  been 
done,  I  offer  the  order  which  reaffirms  all  existing 
rules  and  leaves  the  matter  for  next  year.  Al- 
though the  order  quoted  was  passed  in 
the  Hoard  of  Aldermen,  a  reconsideration 
has  been  moved,  and  therefore  no  action  has 
been  taken  on  it.  Therefore,  without  feeling  it 
necessary  to  decide  whether  we  want  to  occupy 
that  room  or  not,  I  think  it  will  be  necessary  to 
take  some  action  to  ratify  what  has  been  done, 
and  I  hope  the  order  I  have  offered  will  be 
passed. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a 
reconsideration.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  DECEASED  EMPLOYE. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  'Ward  5  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  to  Marga- 
ret Dugan  the  sum  of  $14.88,  said  sum  being  the 
amount  due  to  Daniel  Dugan,  deceased,  formerly 
a  laborer  in  the  Department  of  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Grounds.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley,  and  passed. 
The  same  gentleman  moved  a  reconsideration. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  FINAL   MEETING. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Thurs- 
day next  at  five  o'clock,  P.  M.    Passed. 

Later  in  the  session,  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9 
moved  a  reconsideration,  which  prevailed,  and, 
on  his  motion,  the  order  was  amended  to  read 
four  o'clock  instead  of  five,  and,  as  amended, 
passed. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 


IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  be 
authorized  to  alter  or  modify  the  existing  con- 
tract with  R.  A.  Malone  for  building  the  Dorches- 
ter Bay  tunnel,  in  such  way  and  to  such  extent 
as  said  committee  may  deem  expedient. 

Mr.  Greenough — That  order  is  of  very  consider- 
able importance,  and  requires  an  explanation  .to 
the  Council.  The  reason  the  committee  are  forced 
to  come  to  the  City  Council  for  this  permission  is, 
I  think,  a  very  proper  one.  The  powers  given  to 
last  year's  committee  were  not  given  to  the  pres- 
ent committee.  I  see  no  reason  to  alter  the  opin- 
ion which  I  then  held,  that  the  powers  given  to 
last  year's  committee  should  not  have  been  con- 
ferred upon  them.  We  have  power  to  make  con- 
tracts, but  have  no  authority  to  modify  existing 
contracts,  and  when  we  want  to  change  them 
we  should  come  before  the  City  Coun- 
cil and  ask  for  power  to  do  so.  The 
case  in  point  is  the  contract  for  the  Dorchester 
Bay  tunnel  with  Mr.  Malone.  It  is  a  large  and 
important  contract.  He  has  progressed  upon  it 
with  a  varying  degree  of  success.  In  the  western 
shafi  he  has  experienced  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
from  the  quantity  of  water  which  is  coming  in.  He 
takes  the  ground  that  this  excessive  quantity  of 
water  which  he  suffers  from  was  caused  by"the 
dredging  done  by  the  city  of  Boston  in  order  to 
allow  vessels  to  reach  the  wharf.  He  asks  the 
committee  to  change  a  part  of  the  contract, 
and  do  a  part  of  the  work  itself,  leaving 
it  to  the  City  Engineer  to  say  whether 
the  city  should  be  responsible  for  the' amount  of 
water  irom  which  he  is  suffering.  The  City  Engi- 
neer is  of  opinion  that  the  city  is  not  respon- 
sible for  the  quantity  of  water  there,  but  of 
course  he  is  open  to  conviction  in  case  Mr. 
Malone  can  show  it.  But  the  city  is  protected 
in  every  way  and  can  suffer  no  loss.  Mr.  Ma- 
lone asked  the  committee  to  help  him.  He 
came  before  the  committee  last  week  with  his 
counsel,  Mr.  Collins,  and  Mr.  Healy.  A  paper 
had  been  drawn  up  satisfactory  to  the  City  So- 
licitor and  the  committee  agreed  to  come  before 
the  City  Council  and  ask  for  authority  to  allow 
Mr.  Maione  to  prove  that  the  city  caused  the  flow 
of  this  water  from  which  he  has  suffered.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  concur  with  the  committee  and 
give  them  that  privilege. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  Greenough  moved  a  reconsideration.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

EXPENDITURES  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Mi.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order -That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
General  Court,  at  its  next  session,  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  requiring  the  School  Committee  of  Bos- 
ton to  confine  its  expenditures  for  carrying  on 
the  public  schools  within  the  limits  of  the  appro- 
priations furnished  for  the  purpose  by  the  City 
Council,  provided  that  said  appropriations  are 
made  in  accoi dance  with  the  provisions  of  law. 
Read  twice  and  passed.  Mr.  Pratt  moved  a  re- 
consideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  "Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  regard  to  con- 
tracts, consisting  of  two  sections,  printed  on 
page  :  07  of  the  Statutes  and  Ordinances  pub- 
lished in  1S7U,  is  hereby  repealed. 

."Mr.  Whitmore— I  believe  this  is  the  only  rem- 
nant of  the  proposed  legislation  in  regard  to  the 
ordinances  that  1  have  to  trouble  the  Council 
with  this  year.  I  believe  all  the  lawyers  present 
are  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  ordinance  on  con- 
tracts, which  I  have  cited,  is  utterly  illegal,  and 
can  only  be  a  source  of  trouble  to  the  Council  in 
future  years.  The  provision  is  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council  shall  make  a  con- 
tract with  the  city  unless  lie  is  author- 
ized by  some  ordinance  or  order  of  the 
City  Council,  which  is  contrary  to  the  statute  of 
1875,  chapter  232,  I  think,  which  expressly  makes 
any  such  contract  illegal.  Therefore  this  ordi- 
nance must  have  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
volume  by  some  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the 
compiler.  On  some  occasions  I  have  had  this 
very  ordinance  referred  to  by  members  of  the 
City  Council  who  desired  to  make  contracts  with 
the  city.  Therefore  I  say  it  is  a  snare  and 
a  delusion.  As  we  do  not  wish  to 
let  anything  stand  on  our  books  which  is  in  aefi- 
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ance  of  law,  I  hope  the  Council  will  be  willing  to 
repeal  the  ordinance  as  it  stands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  ordinance  was  read  a  second 
time  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

COIXECTOB'S    DEPABTJIEXT. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  3  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Collector,  under  the  airection  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Treasury,  be  authorized  to  pay 
the  deputy  collectors  and  clerks  employed  in  his 
department  for  night  duty  and  evening  district 
collections;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  surplus 
from  deeds  and  real-estate   advertising.     Read 


twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and  passed, 
A  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost.    Sent  up. 

EXPE>"DITrBES   0>~  PAEK5  A>"D  PUBLIC   GBOC3TDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "Whitr^ore  of  "Ward  12,  the  or- 
der (as  amendtdj  for  the  Auditor  to  furnish  in- 
formation of  the  amount  of  money  expended  for 
the  Public  Garden,  the  Back  Bay  Park  and  streets 
and  avenues  on  the  Back  Bay,  and  other  informa- 
tion as  set  forth  in  said  order,  wfs  taken  from 
the  table  and  referred  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment.   Sent  up. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wfcitmore  of  'Ward: 
12. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
DECEMBER    37,    1880. 


t  Regular  meeting  at  4  P.  M.,  Alderman  O'Brien, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

Public  Weigher— William  N.  Smith.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Jingines.  L.  C. 
Robinson,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  four  fur- 
naces for  melting  brass  at  15  Wendell  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  N.  B.  Howe,  that 
the  telegraph  pole  at  117  Zeigler  street  may  be 
moved;  George  R.  Nazro  et  at,  for  a  plank  walk 
on  south  side  of  Grampian  way,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Emily  W. 
Fogg,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by 
insecure  condition  of  Tremont  street,  near  Music 
Hall  entrance,  Nov.  28. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
rear  of  Cambridge  street,  opposite  Beacon  Park, 
Ward  25;  Laura  L.Chase,  new  brick,  2  horses, 
120  Commonwealth  avenue,  Ward  11. 

HEARING  ON  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  petition  o£  James 
Malone  for  leav  ;  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine 
of  four  horse-power  at  150  D  street.  No  objec- 
tions.   Referred  to  Committee  ou  Steam  Engines. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COCXCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  referring  to  the  next  City  Council  the 
subject  of  new  plan  for  electing  Assessors.  Cou- 
curred. 

Report,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petition  of 
Thomas  Wigglesworth  and  others,  for  abatement 
of  taxes.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  the  order  to  discontinue  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse  ought  not  to  pass.  Ac- 
cepted In  concurrence. 

Report  referring  to  Trustees  of  City  Hospital 
the  petition  of  N.  S.  Wilbur,  for  removal  of  ma- 
terials from  land  added  to  Hospital  Grounds. 
Concurred. 

Order  to  pay  iMargaret  Dugan  $1-1.83,  amount 
due  her  husband  Daniel,  deceased.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  modification  of  contract  with  R.  A. 
Malone,  the  builder  of  the  Dorchester  Bay  tun- 
nel.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  next  City  Council  of  order  to  ap- 
propriate 8800,030  for  West  Roxbury  Park.  (Doc. 
111.)    Concurred. 

Order  (as  amended)  for  the  Auditor  to  furnish 
information  of  the  amount  of  money  expended 
for  the  Public  Garden,  the  Back  Bay  Park  and 
streets  and  avenues  on  the  Back  Bay,  and  other 
information  as  set  forth  in  said  order.  Referred 
to  next  City  Council  in  concurrence. 

The  report  of  inexpedient  to  take  action  at 
present  on  the  subject  of  increasing  the  pay  of 
the  superintendents  of  the  west  draw  of  Chelsea 
Bridge  and  Maiden  Bridge,  came  up.  Referred  to 
the  next  City  Council.  Concurred. 
Treatment  of  the  Poor. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  an 
act  authorizing  the  separation  of  the  pauper  and 
criminal  institutions,  and  placing  the  charge  of 
the  former  in  the  hands  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor. 

Alderman  Viles— That  report  and  order  takes 
me  somewhat  by  surprise,  coming  here  at  the 
very  last  of  the  year,  at  almost  the  last  meeting 
ot  this  Board.  It  is  a  matter  ofjmuch  importance, 
has  been  under  consideration  for  the  last  tew 
years,  and  it  comes  before  us  without  being 
printed,  and  it  is  asked  that  it  be  passed.  It  is  an 
order  which  overthrows  one  of  the  best  institu- 
tions in  this  State  or  country.  Every  member  of 
this  Board  knows  all  about  our  institutions,  and 
will  admit  they  are  the  best  governed  in  the  world. 
Every  Bostonian  is  proud  to  show  them  to  every 
person  coming  here  from  abroad.  The  onlj  thing 
they  ask  is  the  separation  of  the  paupers  from  the 
criminal  classes.  Now,  we  are  almost  ready  to  do 
that  which  they  ask.  Within  a  few  weeks 
the  last  of  the  "paupers  at  Deer  Island  will  be 
conveyed  out  to  that  alino«t  palatial  home  at  the 


Austin  Firm,  which  is  to  be  the  heme  for  pauper 
girls,  and  the  pauper  boys  will  be  located  at  Mar- 
cella-street  Home.  As  I  said  before,  I  believe 
there  are  no  institutions  of  this  kind  so  well 
governed  as  this  I  do  not  say  this  because  I  am 
a  director,  aud  I  take  none  of  the  credit  to  my- 
self. The  Alderman  from  this  Board  who  is  a 
director  is  not  expected  to  know  much  about  this 
matter,  as  the  other  directors  are.  He  is  merely 
a  mouthpiece  between  that  Board  and  the  City 
Council.  But  I  think  we  are  not  prepared  to  con- 
sider this  matter  at  this  time.  It  has  been  passed 
by  the  Common  Counril  at  one  session.  Now  I 
fail  to  see  that  a  change  will  be  more  economical. 
Indeed,  I  think  it  will  be  more  expensive.  Rains- 
ford  Island  is  down  the  harbor,  and  the  same 
boat  now  plies  between  the  various  institutions. 
If  they  are  separated,  there  will  have  to  be  an- 
other'boat,  which  will  cause  additional  expense 
that  will  be  unnecessary.  I  move  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  subject. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  do  not  know  as  this 
matter  needs  any  explanation.  The  reuort  speaks 
for  itself.  This  matter  has  been  before  that  com- 
mittee ever  since  I  have  beer,  in  the  Board,  and  I 
must  acknowledge  that  it  is  the  most  unsatisfac- 
tory matter  that  I  have  had  to  decide.  A  majority 
of  the  representations  made  before  the  com- 
mittee was  that  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  all 
concerned  to  have  this  separation  made.  Sow, 
there  is  one  thing  which  I  supoose  the  Board  is 
aware  of  more  than  I  am,  and  that  is  all  the  pau- 
pers and  criminals  are  transported  in  the  boat 
together,  and  there  is  great  reluctance  on  the 
part  ol  some  people  who  are  poor,  to  be  placed 
alongside  of  criminals.  Because  a  man  is  poor  we 
don't  want  to  rank  him  with  and  have  him  be  com- 
pelled to  associate  with  the  criminal  classes.  The 
committee  invited  both  the  Overseers  and  the 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions  to  appear  before 
them.  The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  were  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  the  transfer.  Tney  have  no 
fault  to  find  with  the  management  of  the  direc- 
tors; everything  is  as  satisfactory  as  ca'i  be,  the 
way  it  is  arranged.  From  the  information  that 
the  committee  obtained,  they  think  it  will  be  for 
the  benefit  of  all  concerned  to  have  the  transfer 
made.  At  any  rate,  it  will  be  no  detriment  to  the 
city  to  get  that  right  from  the  State,  aud  then  it 
can  be  done  if  it  agrees  with  the  judgment  of  the 
City  Council  afterward.  Speaking  ol  the  report 
coming  in  at  this  late  hour,  it  has  been  almost 
impossible  to  mature  anythiug  before  this.  The 
committee  felt  under  obligations  to  bring  for- 
ward everything  they  could,  and,  as  I  said,  the 
substance  of  that  report  will  sp">ak  for  itself. 

Alderman  Viles— I  fail  to  see  the  objection  to 
the  paupers  and  criminals  going  down  on  the 
same  boat.  It  is  true  they  do  go  down  on  the 
same  boat.  The  directors  go  down  on  the  same 
boat.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  goes  down  on  the 
same  boat,  but  they  are  not  all  in  the  same  part 
of  the  boat.  This  "one  boat  does  the  work  that 
two  boats  would  have  to  do  under  the  proposed 
system,  and  therefore  it  saves  an  expense  of 
$10,000  a  year. 

Alderman  Caldwell — There  is  another  thing  I 
might  say,  that  has  come  before  the  committee. 
Under  the  present  arrangement  for  the  treatment 
ot  the  poor  all  the  paupers  are  separated  -that 
is,  the  women  from  the  men.  There  have  been 
many  cases  where  old  people,  who  were  residents 
of  Boston  and  formerly  in  good  circumstances, 
have  lived  along  all  through  their  lives  and 
been  able  to  maintain  themselves  and  pay 
taxes,  but  something  has  happened  to  them 
in  their  old  age  and  they  are  onliged  to  go 
to  the  almshouse.  Under  the  old  method  in 
Charlestown,  when  they  went  to  the  almshouse 
the  old  people  lived  together  as  man  and  wife. 
Under  the  present  system  there  is  no  way  in 
which  a  man  and  his  wife  can  be  together.  The 
man  goes  to  Rainsford  Island  and  the  woman  out 
to  the  Austin  Farm.  It  seems  to  me  if  the  care 
of  the  poor  was  transfered  to  the  Overseers  ot  the 
Poor  they  would  adopt  some  means  so  as  to  ac- 
commodate some  of  the  old  people  In  that  way, 
the  same  as  is  done  at  the  Charlestown  Alms- 
house. That  was  oue  great  objection  to  the  pres- 
ent sjstem  brought  before  the  committee. 

Alderman  Viles— I  will  admit  there  are  two  or 
three  old  couples  whom  we  have  kept  at  Charles- 
town, and  that  matter  has  been  before  the  direc- 
tors several  times.  We  have  voted  never  to  sep- 
arate them,  and  if  the  Charlestown  Almshouse  is 
removed  we  will  provide  some  place  for  them 
where  they  can  board  in  a  respectable  familv.  It 
has  never  been  intended  to  separate  them. 
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Alderman  Tucker — This  is  a  very  lengthy  report 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  committee  have  given 
the  .-ubject  careful  consideration.  But  it  strikes 
me  as  something  remarkable  to  have  it  brought 
before  us  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  try  to  have  it 
rushed  through.  It  is  a  matter  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  act  upon  today.  Rather  than  adopt  Al- 
derman Viles's  motion  I  move  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table  and  printed. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  as  I  have  any- 
thing to  say  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  was  in- 
clined to  say  something  when  the  Alderman  spoke 
about  those  old  married  couples  in  the  Charles- 
town  Almshouse.  That  matter  came  before  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  and  was  pretty 
carefully  considered,  and  they  reported  to  do 
away  with  the  Charlestown  Almshouse,  be. 
lieving  it  was  the  best  thing  that  could  be 
done  for  the  inmates,  and  that  the  accom- 
modations which  had  been  prepared  for  them 
at  the  Austin  Farm  and  other  places  were  much 
superior  to  tuose  in  Charlestown,  and  that  we 
were  doing  them  a  kindness  and  favor  by  chan- 
ging them  from  that  place  to  one  so  much  more 
delightful  for  them  to  spend  the  balance  of  their 
days  in,  if  tbey  could  not  do  any  better.  Theie 
are  two  or  three  married  couples  there  that  the 
people  in  Charlestown  lelt  very  much  exercised 
about,  for  fear  they  would  be  separated.  As  the 
Alderman  has  said,  the  statement  th<"n  was  that 
there  was  no  expectation  or  intention  to  separate 
them  as  long  as  they  lived,  ar.d  I  do  not  think  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  could  manage  that  part  any 
better  than  it  is  now  managed  by  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions.  Then  there  is  no  com- 
plaint that  I  know  of  from  any  souice  whatever, 
that  all  the  institutions  ^re  not  honestly  taken 
care  of.  I  do  not  know  of  any  complaint  from 
any  source  whatever.  As  long  as  that  is  the  case, 
why  disturb  that  which  is  well  enough  ?  If  there 
were  complaints  from  this  section  or  another, 
then  it  would  be  time  to  act.  But  as  everything 
is  going  on  so  honestly,  I  cannot  see  what  object 
theie  is  in  making  this  change.  As  the  Alder- 
man has  suggested,  I  do  not  know  but  that 
There  will  be  a  call  for  another  boat  to  run  to  the 
institutions,  which  I  should  be  sorry  to  see,  be- 
cause I  cannot  see  any  necessity  for  it.  I  have 
been  on  the  committee  this  year  to  examine  the 
institutions  and  houses  of  detention,  and  I  must 
say  that  everything  has  been  found  in  superb 
condition;  the  inmatts  are  all  happy,  to  all  ap- 
pearances, as  they  can  be.  With  the  knowledge 
that  1  have  1  shall  vote  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  this  whole  thing. 

Alderman  Caldwell— There  is  another  reason 
wbich  was  biought  before  the  committee.  The 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  have  certain 
rights.  If  a  person  applies  to  them  for  aid  they 
can  give  them  aid  to  a  certain  amount  and  assist 
them  along.  But  when  it  becomes  necessary  to 
support  tbem  in  full,  so  that  they  cannot  take 
care  of  themselves  at  all,  then  they  are  turned 
over  to  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions. 
Many  cases  have  been  reported  where  persons 
were  actually  suffering  on  account  of  the  feeling 
that  they  did  not  want  to  be  called  paupers  and 
go  to  the  almshouse.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it 
has  cost  more  to  suppcrt  those  people  outside 
than  if  they  were  to  go  to  the  almshouse. 

Aldeiman  Slade— Will  the  Alderman  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question?  What  can  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  do  that  is  not  already  done  by  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions? 

Alderman  Caldwell— It  is  this  feeling  which 
people  have  that  they  do  not  want  to  go  under 
the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  This  was 
stated  by  gentlemen  who  have  been  on  that  board 
for  a  good  many  years.  One  said  he  knew  people 
who  were  actually  suffering  from  that  feeling. 
It  is  a  mere  sentiment,  but  of  course  we  have  to 
respect  sentiment  sometimes.  So  far  as  laying  it 
upon  the  table  is  concerned,  if  the  Board  desire  it 
I  have  no  objections. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  want  to  say  that  in  1876  I 
had  the  honor  of  having  a  seat  in  the  Directors 
lor  Public  Institutions,  and  at  that  time  ex- Alder- 
man Power  and  Patrick  Donahoe  were  also  mem- 
bers of  that  board.  I  bad  perhaps  as  much  inter- 
est ih  looking  after  ihe  interests  of  poor  people 
as  any  of  the  directors  there.  Mr.  Power,  Mr. 
Dnnahoc  and  myself  had  looked  up  this  home  for 
poor  people  at,  the  Austin  Farm,  and  during  that 
year  about  95  of  them  were  transferred  there 
from  De>-r  Island.  In  a.  short  time  afterwards  the 
pauper  boys  were  separated  from  the  truant  chil- 
dren and  transferred  to  the  Marcella-street  Home. 
While  on  that  board  my  experience  was  that  they 


were  as  well  taken  care  of  as  it  would  be  possible 
for  tbem  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor.  I  see  no  reason 
for  a  change.  These  people  are  happy 
where  they  are.  They  have  the  privilege  of  hav- 
ing their  own  clergymen  coming  to  see  them. 
Those  who  are  Catholics  have  Catholic  clergymen 
visit  them,  and  have  mass  said  at.  the  Austin 
Farm,  and  Protestants  have  the  same  privilege. 
I  think  there  would  be  an  objection  by  the  com- 
munity to  having  such  a  change  made. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  have  n't  got  the  gist  of  the 
report  yet,  and  I  might  be  led  to  believe  it  is  best 
to  indefinitely  postpone  it,  but  where  a  report  of 
that  magnitude  comes  in  here,  and  is  read,  it  is 
n't  supposed  that  an  Alderman  can  take  it  ail  in 
and  be  prepared  to  act  upon  it.  I  cannot  vote 
understanding^  upon  it  today.  If  the  matter 
were  laid  upon  "the  table  and  printed,  and  I  bad 
time  to  read  it,  1  might  then  be  led  to  agree  with 
the  Aldermen  that  it  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. I  think  it  is  rather  crowding  things  to 
bring  in  a  lengthy  report  and  ask  us  to  act  upon 
it  without  our  having  had  time  to  consider  it.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  courteous.  I  want  time  to  know 
what  is  in  the  leport. 

Alderma.i  Flynn— I  hope  the  request  of  the 
Alderman  will  be  granted.  It  is  a  matter  which 
will  tear  investigation.  There  is  no  particular 
hurry  about  it.  The  next  City  Council  can  peti- 
tion "the  Legislature  for  such,  an  act  if  it  is  de- 
sired to  have  it  passed.  One  more  word  in  reply 
to  the  Alderman,  who  says  that  the  difficulty 
will  be  obviated  in  regard  io  the  transfer  of  pau- 
pers from  the  criminal  classes  When  the  Mar- 
cell  a-street  Home  is  done,  I  think  there  will  be 
none  left  at  Deer  Island  at  all.  I  hope  the  motion 
of  Alderman  Tucker  will  prevail  and  the  matter 
laid  over  till  next  meeting,  which  will  probably 
he  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

Alderman  Viles— Out  of  deference  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Alderman,  I  will  withdraw  my  motion,  al- 
though I  am  firm  in  my  belief  that  they  have  n't 
shown  one  reason  why  it  should  not  be  indefinite- 
ly postponed, 

Tue  report  and  orders  were  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  printed. 

Contracts. 

Ordinance  to  repeal  ordinance  relating  to  con- 
tracts, printed  in  page  207  of  Statutes  and  Ordi- 
nances of  1876. 

Alderman  Slade— I  should  like  to  know  what 
that  is. 

The  Chairman  read  sections  1  and  2  of  the  ordi- 
nance on  contracts,  page  207,  Ordinances  of  1876. 

The  Chairman— It  appears  that  the  proposed 
ordinance  repeals  those  two  sections. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  as  I  understand 
the  object  in  doing  that,  unless  it  is  covered  by 
Section  8  on  the  opposite  page,  which  is  a  legisla- 
tive act.  I  wouldask  if  this  has  been  before  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Alderman  Breck — I  do  not  have  any  recollection 
of  its  having  come  before  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

On  motion  of    Alderman    Slade   the    ordinance 
was  referred  to  the  Committee    on    Ordinances. 
Sent  down. 
Extra   Pay  for  Clerks   and    Deputy  Collectors. 

Order  to  pay  Deputy  Clerks  and  Collectors'' 
Clerks  for  extra  duty  and  night  service. 

Alderman  Slade— This  matter  came  before  the 
Committee  on  Salaries  at  the  first  of  this  year. 
The  Collect'TS  thought  their  salaries  were  too  low, 
and  gave  as  a  reason  that  they  have  had  so  much 
work  to  do  that  they  thought  their  pay  should  be 
increased.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  argument 
one  way  and  another  in  regard  to  the  increaseof 
their  pay,  and  the  document  I  reported  to  the 
Board  reads  like  this: 

'The  salary  of  each  Deputy  Collector  of  Taxes 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  which  shall  be  in  full 
compensation  for  all  services  rendered  tc  the  city, 
and  their  whole  time  shall  be  given  to  the  duties 
of  the  Collector's  Department. 

Their  pay  was  increased  Irom  $1-100—1  wont  say 
whether  it  was  $1400  or  $1500;  at,  any  rate  we 
made  an  increase  of  some  $200  or  $300  to  that,  de- 
partment, because  they  had  this  evening  work  to 
do.  There  was  a  good  argument  brought  before 
us  for  an  increase  of  pay,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
hardly  fair  now  for  them  to  come  in  and  ask  for 
what  they  got  before,  partly  at  any  rate.  I  do 
not  know  that  they  were  paid  anything  to  cover 
this  $200,  but  the  increase  waa  made  to  make  it 
clear  that  they  should    not   come    in    for  this  in- 
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crease.  I  would  make  a  motion  that  this  order 
be  amended  by  striking  out  "Deputy  Collectors." 
I  do  not  Ki.ow  Out  the  clerks  there  should  have 
some  extra  pay.  After  all  that  was  said  and  done 
before,  I  do  not  think  their  pay  ought  to  be  in- 

Alderman  Whitten— I  did  not  know  as  much 
about  this  order  when  we  voted  to  report  it  as  I 
do  now.  I  did  not  know  what  the  Alderman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat  has  stated.  The  way  it 
was  put  before  the  committee  it  seemed  a  proper 
thing  to  do.  With  your  permission  I  will  give  you 
a  brier  statement  of  the  matter  as  I  understand  it. 

It  is  proposed  to  pav  the  Deputy  Collectors,  not 
for  the  extra  time  which  they  have  devoted  to 
their  usual  work,  but  for  the  two  weeks  when,  by 
statute  of  April  last,  they  were  required  to  hold 
evening  district  collections  with  me  registrars  of 
voters.  This  work  was  strictly  for  the  further- 
ance of  registration,  and  not  in  aid  of  collec- 
tions. For  time  similarly  occupied,  the  clerks  of 
other  departments  (Treasurers',  Assessors',  City 
Clerk's,  etc.)  are  paid  by  Registrars  of  "Vo- 
ters. Clerks  of  other  departments  are  em- 
ployed for  evening  duty  by  the  Collector,  and 
paid  in  due  course.  The  expense  of  the  evening 
collections  and  division  of  poll  taxes  was  so  great 
that  the  appropriation  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the 
Collector's  Department  was  early  exhausted,  and 
the  Deputy  Collectors  were  called  in  to  do  the 
clerks'  work,  in  addition  to  their  own. 

To  keep  up  with  their  own  work,  most  of  the 
Deputy  Collectors  have  employed  help  and  paid 
the  expense  from  their  own  pockets.  Their  work 
has  increased  yearly  since  1876.  The  tax  bills  in 
1876  numbered  108.500;  in  1880,  126,500— an  increase 
of  18,000.  In  1876  they  delivered  59,000  summonses; 
in  1880,  78,000— an  increase  of  19,000.  The  collec- 
tions are  closer  and  the  expense  of  collecting  less 
than  in  any  of  the  large  American  cities,  so  far  as 
financial  repo-ts  are  given.  In  one  city  it  costs 
$11.37  per  §1000;  in  anotlier,  $9.08;  in  another, 
$7.32;  in  another,  $4;  in  Boston,  $3.44.  No  ap- 
propriation is  required;  the  expense  to  be 
paid  from  surplus  earnings'  of  the  de- 
partment, not  a  part  of  the  city  revenue. 
I  have  been  told  thar  formerly  the  Deputy  Col- 
lectors acted  as.  Assistant  Assessors,  and  in  that 
way  earned  some  $2500  or  $2600  per  annum; 
but  that  they  are  now  cut  off  from  that,  and  this 
$1700  was  intended  to  cover  extra  work;  but  I  did 
not  understand  it  was  to  cover  night  work  for 
election  purposes.  You  might  go  on  adding  to 
their  duties  until  it  was  worth  $2500  a  year  to 
do  it. 

Alderman  Slade— I  need  not  bring  forth  the  ar- 
gument that  was  brought  before  the  Commi'tee 
on  Salaries  for  an  increase— that  some  of  them 
had  to  carry  home  their  books  and  work  even- 
ings, etc.  On  that  consideration  the  Committee 
on  Salaries  were  convinced  that  the  pay  was  a 
little  too  small  and  made  this  addition. 

The  amendment  striking  out  "Deputy  Collect- 
ors" was  adopted— 6  for,  5  against — and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Location  of  djftces  in  City  Hall. 

Order  to  assign  the  several  apartments  in  the 
City  Hall  to  the  officers  occupying  them  on 
Dec.  1,  1880. 

Alderman  Slade— I  hope  that  will  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  and  I  will  give  my  reasons  for  it. 
Year  before  last  the  President  of  the  Common 
CouDCil  came  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  asked  that  for  the  time  being  he 
might  be  given  the  use  of  the  room  adjoining  the 
room  assigned  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. It  was  then  unoccupied.  It  is  the  room  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  School  Committee.  They 
having  moved  out  of  the  hall,  it  was  temporarily 
occupied  by  departments  that  seemed  to  need  it. 
Mr.  Wbitmore  asked  to  have  the  use  of  that  room 
and  it  was  granted  to  him  on  the  following  order: 
"I>"  Board  or  Aldermen,  1 
May  26,  1879.      ( 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  until 
otherwise  ordered',  to  assign  for  the  use  of  the 
President  and  members  of  the  Common  Council 
the  unoccupied  room  adjoining  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 

"Passed  and  approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  27." 

This  is  a  copy  of  the  oider  that  was  passed.  I 
see  by  the  remarks  that  were  made  in  the  Com- 
mon Council  upon  this  matter  that  Mr.  Wbitmore 
had  obtained  an  opinion  from  the  City  Solicitor 
upon  certain  interrogatories  which  he  bad  penned 
o  him,  and  I  do  not  see,  and  do    not  think   that 


they  hit  the  case.  It  seems  as  though  he  repre- 
sented as  though  this  room  has  been  assigned  by 
the  City  Council  to  to  that  department.  This  re- 
report  never  went  to  the  Common  Council  at  all. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  acted  under  this  rule: 

[The  Alderman  read  the  ordinance  empowering 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  as'ign  offices 
for  departments,  etc.] 

As  you  will  see  by  the  rules,  the  room  referred 
to  has  never  been  assigned  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil nor  to  i he  Presideut  of  the  Common  Council, 
except  for  temporary  use.  Mr. Wbitmore  at  that 
time  was  doing  some  work,  and  had  employed 
some  four  or  five  persons,  and  those  persons  were 
immediately  put  into  that  room  that  had  been 
as-igned  lor  the  use  of  the  President  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  temporarily.  These 
persons  were  put  in  there  and  occupied  it  for  the 
time  i  eing.  Alter  the  change  in  the  President  of 
the  Common  Council  was  made,  a  room  was  tem- 
porarily assigned  to  Mr.  Whitmore  and  his  em- 
ployes on  another  floor,  that  could  then  be  spared 
for  a  time.  Mr.  Shep'ard,  the  President  of  the 
Common  Council  at  the  present  time,  has  told  me 
within  a  day  or  two  that  he  had  not  occupied 
that  room  two  hours  in  the  year,  that  he  did  n't 
need  it,  and  it  was  n't  needed,  so  far  as  he  knew. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  very  well  known  that 
we  are  very  short  of  room  in  this  building. 
You  understand  that  room  was  assigned  to  the 
Presideut  for  temporary  use.  Then  here  is  an- 
other ordinance  that  was  passes  in  1879,  which 
reads  in  this  way: 

[The  Alderman  read  the  ordinance  assigning 
the  rooms  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  to  the  charge  of  tbose  departments  re- 
spectively.] 

The  labors  of  the  departments  are  increasing 
and  they  are  all  clamoring  for  more  room,  which 
it  is  not  possible  to  give  them  in  this  building, 
with  this  exception:  the  Deputy  Collectors,  some 
sixteen  of  them,  have  no  room  or  place  to  put 
their  books  except  to  go  here  and  there,  wherever 
they  can  find  a  room  vacant  for  the  time  being, 
and*  part  of  the  time  they  have  been  occupying 
the  ante-room  of  the  Common  Council.  This 
room  seems  to  be  unoccupied,  and  it  can  be  given 
to  this  department,  which  is  so  much  in  need  of 
it.  Now,  as  I  said,  Mr.  Whitmore  is  occupying  a 
room  up  stairs  which  has  been  assigned  to  the 
Architect's  Department,  he  having  apportion  of 
his  force  up  at  the  High  School,  so  that  he  could 
tsmporarily  dispense  with  that  room.  This  order 
is  so  finely  worded  that  if  we  pass  it  we  shall 
give  the  room  to  Mr.  Whitmore  permanently. 
It  is  a  pretty  cunning  order  all  through,  and 
I  hope  it  will  be  indefinitely  postponed.  We 
passed  an  order  last  Monday  to  give  this 
room  to  the  Collector's  Department,  and  t  have 
made  these  remarks  to  show  that  we  are  acting 
legally,  notwithstanding  the  letter  from  Mr. 
"Healy.  I  think  if  Mr.  Healy  had  got  the  whole 
story  lie  would  not  have  replied  as  he  did. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  last  meeting  whereby  was  passed  the  order  to 
assign,  the  room  next  to  that  of  the  clerk  ot  the 
Common  Council  to  the  use  of  the  Collector's  De- 
partment until  otherwise  ordered,  hoping  it, 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Expenditures  of  School  Committee,  and  the 
Proposed  Limiting  of  the  Same. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  to  re- 
quire i he  School  Committee  to  keep  its  expendi- 
tures within  the  appropriations  made  by  the  City 
Council. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  shall  be  pleased  to  vote 
for  the  order  under  consideration,  but  it  appears 
to  me  it  hardly  goes  far  enough.  The  alderman 
opposite  from  the  West  End  has  had  in  contem- 
plation for  some  time  past  the  introduction  of  an 
order  to  remodel  the  School  Board.  I  am  sorry 
ne  has  not  brought  it  forward,  because  I  believe 
every  City  Government  ought  to  express  their  de- 
cided disapprobation  of  the  way  the  School  Boaid 
is  managed.  As  I  sairi,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  order 
does  not  go  quite  far  enough,  and  I  would  offer 
the  following,  which   1  will  read: 

Whereas,  it  is  very  generally  admitted  that  the 
school  expenditures  are  far  beyond  a  reasonable 
limit,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered.  That  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  be  instruct- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion— 

First— To  so  amend  the  school  laws  that  the  ex- 
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penditures  in  any  one  year  shall  noi  exceed  $25 
per  scholar. 

Second— To  so  amend  the  school  laws  that  the 
School  Board  shall  not  have  the  power  to  make 
contracts  for  books,  stationery  and  other  school 
material  tor  a  longer  period  than  one  year. 

Third— To  so  amend  the  school  laws  that  the 
School  Board  shall  not  have  the  power  to  publish 
books  in  the  sale  and  distribution  of  which  boob- 
agents  appear  to  have  a  greater  interest  than  the 
city. 

Fourth — To  so  amend  the  school  laws  that  the 
appniiitment  of  supervisors  may  be  dispensed 
with. 

Fifth— To  so  amend  the  school  laws  that  the 
schools  of  the  city  may  be  placed  under  one  com- 
petent superintendent,  who,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  head  masters  and  the  members  of  the 
School  Board,  would  give  us  all  the  superintend- 
ence and  supervision  that  is  necessary  or  de- 
manded. 

Sixth— To  so  amend  the  school  laws  that  our 
teachers  m  the  public  schools  shall  not  be  re- 
quired to  go  outside  of  their  legitimate  business 
on  the  two  most  important  weeks  of  the  year,  be- 
come dealers  in  books  and  stationery,  and  our 
schoolhouses  turned  into  retail  book  stores, 
greatly  to  the  inconvenience  of  teachers  and  the 
loss  of  two  weeks'  schooling  to  our  children. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Mr.  Chairman,  I  put  the 
limit  upon  the  expenditures  in  our  schools  at 
twenty-five  dollars  a  scholar  per  annum.  One  of 
the  best  laws  ever  passed  by  the  legisla- 
ture was  the  law  that  put  a  limit  upon 
our  indebtedness.  We  know  exactly  how 
far  we  can  go,  and  we  cannot  go  be- 
yond it.  It  is  the  most  important  law  that  has 
been  passed  by  our  Legislature,  because  there 
would  be  nolimitto  municipal  indebtedness  with- 
out such  a  law.  I  believe  there  will  be  no  end 
to  the  school  expenditures  unless  you  put  a  limit 
upon  the  expense  per  scholar.  To  show  you  that 
the  limit  is  a  fair  one,  I  will  give  a  brief  synopsis 
of  the  expenses  of  the  schools  of  Boston  from  the 
Auaitor's  report,  which  will  be  f'uuud  ou 
page  '272.  This  report  embraces  the  ex- 
penses of  the  schools  from  1853  to  1880. 
For  the  first  four  years,  1853-4-5-G,  the  aver- 
age expense  per  scholar  was  §12.54.  For 
the  next  lour  years,  1857-8-9  and  '60,  the  average 
expense  ot  a  scholar  in  our  schools  during  those 
four  \  ears  was  §13 .82.  For  the  next  four  years, 
1861-2-3-4.  the  average  expense  was  $16.04.  For 
the  next  four  xears,  1865-6-7-8,  the  average  ex- 
pense was  $23.36.  For  the  next  four  years,  1869- 
'70-1-2,  the  average  expense  was  $29.17.  For  the 
next  four  years,  1873-4-5-6,  the  average  expense 
was  $34.84.  For  the  last  four  years,  1877-8-9  and 
'80,  the  average  expense  was  $30.22.  The  School 
Board  certainly  have  the  credit  of  reducing  the 
expenses  during  the  last  four  years.  But  then 
we  ought  to  remember  that  during  these  four 
years  all  materials  have  been  reduced  in  price  to 
a  gold  standard,  and  certainly  the  expenses  of 
the  School  Board  ought  to  come  down  in  the 
same  proportion.  But  we  find  that  in  the  previ- 
ous four  years  the  average  expense  was  $34.84, 
against  $1284  per  scholar  in  1853-4-5-6.  Well, 
now,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  the  parents  in  this  city,  who 
now  have  children  in  our  schools,  aud 
were  scholars  in  our  schools  in  1854  and 
'55,  will  say  that  the  schools  in  that  year  were 
equal  to  the  schools  of  the  present  day,  for  a  good 
practical,  sensible  education.  There  is  no  reason 
for  this  very  large  increase  to  £34.84.  I  feel  that 
you  may  go  to  the  Legislature  year  alter 
year  with  such  an  order  as  comes  to  us 
from  the  Council,  without  bringing  all 
the  facts  before  them,  and  you  will  get 
no  satisfaction.  An  order  cf  that  kind  went 
to  the  Legislature  last  year,  and  what  was  the  re- 
sult of  it?  Men  who  write  books  for  the  School 
Board  were  there  in  opposition  to  it.  Booksellers 
who  had  contracts  with  the  School  Board  were 
there  in  oppo-itlon  to  it.  Men  who  were  deriving 
profits  from  the  sale  of  merchandise  to  the  School 
Board  were  there  in  opposition  io  it,  and  it  was 
defeated.  Tnis  order  will  also  be  defeated  the 
present  year  unless  you  can  show  to  our  legis- 
lators the  extravagant  expenses  which  have  been 
brought  about  in  bur  public  schools.  They  must 
know  that  the  law  limiting  municipal  indebted- 
ness has  been  one  of  the  best  laws  ever  passed, 
and  that  it  will  be  a  good  thing  also  to  pass  a  law 
limiting  school  expenses.  I  believe  that  $25  per 
scholar,  whmi  for  the  twelve  or  fifteen  years  un- 
di  r    review    the   expenses    of  our  public  schools 


were  far  less,  is  a  reasonable  limit  to  put  upon  it. 
I  will  here  call  attention  to  an  article  in  the  Daily 
Advertiser.  As  I  said  on  a  previous  occasion,  I 
believe  the  press  expresses  more  fully  than  any- 
thing else  the  voice  of  our  people.  The  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser of  Nov.  9,  in  an  article  on  our  public 
schools,  says— 

"The  city  of  Bo-ton  has  about  50,000  pupils  at- 
tending the  public  schools.  For  their  instruction 
over  one  thousand  teachers  are  employed.  The 
annual  cost  of  maintaining  these  schools  is  about 
$1,500,000.  *  *  *  The  necessary  cost  of  main- 
taining the  schools  during  the  period  of  a  pupil's 
schocl  life  is  something  enormous,  it  takes  nine 
years  for  a  pupil  entering  the  lowest  class  of  the 
primary  schools  to  graduate  from  the  grammar 
schools.  This  nine  years!  instruction  costs  the 
citv  over  $13,000,000,  and  if  we  add  three 
yeats  more  for  the  completion  of  the  high- 
school  course,  we  have  the  sum  of  nearly 
$18,000,000  spent  for  public  education  during  the 
time  in  which  a  pupil  is  passing  through  the  dif- 
ferent grades  of  schools.  It  may  be  said  that  to 
educate  a  generation  of  her  citizens  costs  the  city 
of  Boston  not  less  than  $20,000,000.  In  view  of 
such  immense  expenditures  the  public  has  a  right 
to  be  critical  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  edu- 
cation it  is  getting  in  return  for  its  money;  and 
while  there  is  no  disposition  to  curtail  any  legiti- 
mate educational  expenses,  the  question  whether, 
out  of  the  investment,  the  city  is  receiving  a  sat- 
isfactory educational  training  for  its  youth  is  a 
matter  "which  concerns  every  citizen,  rich  or 
poor." 

The  Transcript  of  Oct.  27  refers  to  the  way  in 
which  the  book  business  in  our  schools  is  man- 
aged as  follows: 

"School  Document  No.  12.  An  examination  of 
t  e  estimates  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  of 
the  School  Committee  for  the  financial  year  com- 
mencing on  the  first  day  of  May,  1880,  anu  ending 
April  30,  1881,  reveals  among  other  information 
the  following  items: 

INCIDENTALS. 
Text  books— high  schools;  text  books— gram- 
mar schools;  text  books— primary  schools..  g62,500 

Reference  books 750 

Exchange  of  books 1,500 

Record  books 1,000 

Globes,  maps  and  brackets 500 

Musical  expenses 3,0.00 

Phil.,  chemical  and  math,  apparatus 6,000 

Stationery 9,000 

Slates,  etc 4,500 

Drawing  materials 3,500 

Evening  school  supplies 1,000 

Janitor's  supplies 4,000 

Total #9G,250 

"Cost  of  work  for  furnishing  supplies  (supply 
agent),  $12,000.  The  cost  of  supplying  $96,250  of 
books,  stationery,  etc.,  to  the  schools  is  $12,000,  or 
very  nearly  12%  per  cent,  of  the  amount.  The 
great  bulk  of  the  books  is  delivered  at  one  time, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  in  September. 
All  the  work  of  distribution  to  the  children  is 
performed  by  the  teachers,  and  yet  the  'supply 
agent'  receives  $1000  per  month  for  doing  what 
publishers  and  tradesmen,  who  contraCed  to  fur- 
nish these  materials  before  the  new  system  was 
inaugurated,  were  obliged  to  do  without  charge. 
To  show  how  much  this  system  is  for  the 
convenience  of  the  people,  we  will  give  the 
following  directions  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Supplies  of  the  School  Committee: 
After  Oct.  8,  'no  books  are  to  be  given  out  at  the 
school,  but  pupils  requiring  them  are  to  be  sup- 
plied with  a  blank  "B  or  C,"  properly  filled  out  by 
the  teacher,  and  on  presentation  of  the  same  to 
the  Auditing  Clerk  (with  the  money  in  case  of  B 
blanks),  at  the  School  Committee's  rooms,  Ma- 
son street,  the  books  will  he  delivered  there.' 
Parents  residing  in  Charlestown,  East  Boston, 
South  Boston,  Brighton,  West  Roxbury,  Dorches- 
ter, Roxbury  and  Boston  proper  are  to  be  put  to 
this  great  inconvenience,  while  a  salaried  officer 
receives  $12,000  per  year  for  'cost  of  work  re- 
quired for  furnishing  supplies  '  " 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  go  on  with  any 
more  facts  in  relation  to  this  matter.  I  hope  the 
order  will  be  passed  as  an  addition  to  the  one  sent 
up  to  us  from  the  Common  Council.  At  the  same 
time,  1  Uo  not  intend  to  pick  any  beam  our  of  the 
eye  of  the  School  Board,  without  first  looking  to 
see  if  there  is  not  a  beam  in  our  own,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  that  I  would  also  offer  the  following: 

It  is  also  resolved  that  a  limit  should  be  placed 
on  municipal  expenditures.  Taxation  in  Boston 
has  become  a  burden,  interleres  with  the  growth  , 
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the  industria'  and  commercial  progress  of  the 
city  and  of  the  State,  and  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  instruct- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session, 
lor  the  enactment  of  a  law  to  limit  municipal  ex- 
penditures, so  that  the  expenses  of  the  city,  for 
all  purposes  whatever,  shall  not  exceed  in  any 
one  year  thirteen  dollars  on  a  thousand  of  a  fair 
valuation  of  our  real  and  personal  property. 

Alderman  O'Brien — Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, the  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  limiting 
municipal  indebtedness  is  the  best  law  ever  pass- 
ed by  the  Legislature.  But  I  believe  that  we  want 
another  law  limiting  municipal  expenditures. 
The  taxpayers  of  Boston  have  felt  very  much 
aggrieved  at  the  taxes  of  the  past  year.  I  believe 
myself  they  were  too  high.  I  did  everything  I 
could  to  make  them  lower.  This  City  Government 
is  not  wholly  to  blame  for  the  rate  of  taxation 
the  past  year.  We  had  more  to  pay  to  the  State, 
we  had  less  balances  to  carry  over  from  last  year, 
and  there  were  various  other  matters  which  in- 
creased it  somewhat.  But  now  we  have  a  law 
limiting  municipal  indebtedness,  which  makes  it 
an  object  to  throw  all  kinds  of  expenditures  icto 
the  tax  levy  for  the  current  year,  and  it  will  be 
impossible  for  any  City  Council  to  keep  taxation 
down  to  a  reasonable  limit,  unless  you  have  a 
limit  that  you  cannot  go  beyond.  This  question 
has  puzzled  all  the  men  who  have  looked  into 
municipal  expenditures  during  the  past  ten  or 
twenty  years.  There  is  scarcely  a  city  or  town  in 
the  country  whose  expenditures  are  not  increas- 
ing year  after  year,  and  the  most  intelligent  men 
hardly  know  how  to  bring  taxation  down  within 
a  reasonable  limit.  I  believe  that  if  you  put  a 
limit  upon  it,  beyond  which  you  cannot  go,  then 
we  will  have  something  to  guide  us.  and  some- 
thing which  the  taxpayers  will  rest  assured  will 
not  be  exceeded  in  our  appropriations. 

Alderman  Slade— Do  i  understand  that  the 
orders  offered  by  the  Alderman  are  all  in  one 
batch,  or  is  the  school  order  and  the  other  one 
separate  ? 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  no  objection  to  their 
being  separated. 

Alderman  Slade— Then  I  move  that  they  be  sep- 
arated and  that  we  take  the  school  order  first. 

The  Chair— Does  the  Chair  understand  that  the 
Alderman  has  offered  this  as  an  amendment  to 
the  order  which  comes  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil? 

Alderman  O'Brien— Yes,  as  an  amendment  to 
that  order.  The  school  order  is  an  amendment, 
and  the  other  in  relation  to  city  expenditures  is  a 
distinct  order  by  itself. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  to  the 
school  order. 

Alderman  Slade — I  do  not  know  that  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  the  Alderman  has  sug- 
gested. There  are  so  many  sections  that  I  could 
not  keep  along  with  them,  but  I  do  not  know  as  I 
should  hesitate  to  vote  for  them,  and  I  wish  I  un- 
derstood them  a  little  better;  but  there  is  not 
time  to  carry  them  over  to  another  meeting.  I  want 
to  understand  preity  well  what  I  am  voting  for 
when  I  vote,  and  in  this  matter  I  am  inclined  to 
take  the  Alderman's  suggestions  and  go  it  blind, 
so  to  speak,  so  far  as  the  schools  are  concerned. 
I  know  the  Alderman  has  pretty  good  ideas  upon 
that,  matter  and  takes  ev3iy  occasion  to  give  us 
his  ideas. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  suggest  that  we 
concur  in  the  order  which  comes  from  the  Coun- 
cil and  pass  this  as  a  separate  order. 

Alderman  Slade— I  will  not  raise  any  objection 
to  that  if  the  Alderman  desires  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  have  no  particular  objec- 
tions to  that,  because  this  order  will  have  to  go 
back  to  the  Council.  But  on  the  whole  I  think  it 
will  be  better  to  let  it  go  back  with  this  order  as 
an  amendment,  as  it  relates  to  certain  points 
which  their  order  does  not  cover. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  O'Brien  was 
adopted,  and  the  order  passed  as  amended.  Sent 
down. 

LIMITATION  OF  MUNICIPAL  EXPENDITUBES. 

Alderman  O'Brien  then  formally  offered  his  re- 
solve and  order  for  a  petition  to  the  Legislature 
for  an  act  limiting  municipal  expenditures  to 
$13  on  ©1000. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Alderman  Slade— That  is  an  order  which  I,  like 
every  other  member  of  the  Board  except  the 
Alderman  who  offered  it,  did  not  expect  to  see 
come  in  here  tonight.    It  is  one  of  a  good  deal  of 


importance,  and  at  first  blush  I  do  not  feel  like 
tying  my  hands  to  that  figure,  or  even  like  tying 
the  hands  of  the  City  Council.  It  seems  to  me  that 
cities  elect  members  of  their  City  Council  who 
ought  to  be  intrusted  with  that  business,  and 
they  are  to  expend  more  or  less  money  as  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  occasion  requires.  Now,  we  have 
spent  more  money  this  year  than  we  did  for  the 
last  three  years.  As  I 'have  said  once  or  twice 
before,  I  regretted  it  as  much  as  any  one.  We 
had  to  furnish  the  State  some  three  or  four  thou- 
sand dollars  more  than  the  year  before.  Last 
year  we  had  some  balances  to  help  us,  but  this 
year  we  had  to  cut  it  out  of  whole  cloth.  It  is 
well  known  that  this  year  a  vote  was  passed  to 
iucrease  the  pay  of  labor  some  fifteen  to  twenty 
per  cent.  Everybody  knows  that  materials  were 
much  higher  than  they  had  been  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years.  Those  facts  had  all  to  be  consid- 
ered in  making  the  estimates.  It  made  our  taxes 
a  trifle  higher  than  they  had  been  for  two  or 
three  years  previous.  But  there  was  good  reason 
enough  for  it.  I  am  as  willing  as  anybody  to  go 
with  the  Aldermen  in  cutting  down  taxes.  But  I 
do  not  believe  the  taxpayers  are  finding  fault 
with  the  taxes  if  the  money  is  carefully  exoend- 
ed.  Men  find  fault  with  their  taxes  whether  they 
pay  a  hundred  dollars  or  a  thousand.  I  know  it 
is  characteristic  with  some  people  to  grumble 
when  they  pay  taxes.  I  know  I  always  do.  But 
I  believe  the  money  spent  this  year  has  been  care- 
fully expended,  and  has  not  been  wasted.  What- 
ever I  have  had  charge  of  has  been  as  carefully 
expended  as  if  I  owned  every  dollar  of  it.  I 
think  that  another  year  the  taxes  can  be  made  a 
little  lower.  I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  anybody 
to  cut  down  taxes,  and  to  neglect  everything,  for 
that  is  what  it  means— to  neglect  public  build- 
ings and  streets,  and  public  works,  unless  we 
have  the  means  to  spend  on  them.  Itiooks  to  me 
a  little  cowardly— I  do  not  know  as  I 
can  use  any  other  word— to  tie  our 
hands,  as  it  were.  I  do  not  believe 
our  taxes  need  be  any  more  than  that 
figure  this  year.  I  want  to  act  freely.  I  do  not 
want  the  L  gislature  to  tie  our  hands  in  ti.is  way. 
I  do  like  the  idea  of  a  law  that  no  city  can  run 
into  debt  more  than  a  certain  per  cent,  of  its 
valuation.  I  think  that  is  a  good  idea,  and  I  am 
sorry  the  Alderman  didn't  remember  it  when  he 
put  in  an  order  to  borrow  two  or  three  millions, 
more  or  less,  to  build  a  new  Court  House.  I 
thought  that  was  a  step  in  the  wrong  direction, 
although  I  didn't  say  much  about  it.  As  I  said 
before,  I  have  not  had  a  minute  to  consider  this 
matter.  I  suppose  the  Alderman  who  offered  the 
order  was  prepared  to  make  some  remarks,  but 
I  am  not.  1  must  say  I  shall  not  vote  for  the 
order. 

Alderman  O'Brien— If  it  will  be  agreeable  to 
the  Alderman,  I  will  move  to  refer  it  to  the  next 
City  Government.  He  says  he  has  not  had  time 
to  consider  it.  Distinguished  men  who  have  been 
connected  with  the  City  Government,  sav  that 
the  expenses  should  never  exceed  $13  on  $1000.  Per- 
haps the  limit  Is  too  low.  But  there  is  this  to  be 
said  about  it:  you  place  your  limit  right,;  and  as 
soon  as  you  have  placed  a  limit  upon  taxation, 
men  who  have  an  interest  in  high  or  low  taxation, 
according  to  the  location,  will  find  something  of 
an  assurance  of  what  they  may  expect  if  they 
locate  here.  Now  they  do  not  know  whether  the 
rate  will  be  $13  or  $20  on  $1000.  If  we  fix  the 
limit,  it  gives  business  men  an  assurance  to  locate 
among  us,  and  they  will  know  what  they  are  to 
expect.  The  limit  of  $13  may  be  too  low,  but  I 
think  it  will  be  best  to  fix  a  limit.  I  believe  ev- 
ery city  in  the  country  will  have  to  adopt  such  a 
system  as  that.  There  is  a  general  complaint  all 
over  the  country  about  high  municipal  taxa- 
tion. There  is  no  way  you  can  reduce  it  unless 
you  put  a  limit  upon  it.  Every  member  of  this 
Board  knows  the  pressure  to  carry  forward  ex- 
pensive schemes  in  every  City  Government— a 
pressure  which  it  is  almost  impossible  to  resist 
sometimes.  In  the  course  of  years  I  be- 
lieve every  City  Government  will  be  forced  to 
have  a  limit  put  on  municipal  expenditures. 
I  had  no  idea  of  introducing  this  order  tonight 
until  I  saw  that  order  passed  bv  the  Common 
Council  at  its  last  meeting.  It  has 'been  lying  in 
my  desk  waiting  for  the  order  that  was  to  come 
from  the  Alderman  in  relation  to  our  School  Com- 
mittee and  their  expenses,  and  if  his  order  did 
not  cover  my  ideas,  I  intended  to  present  them. 
But  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  let  this  matter  go 
over  to  the  next  City  Government.  We  will  have 
the  appropriation  bills  before  us  early  in  the  year, 
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and  it  will  be  a  good  subject  for  the  members  of 
the  next  City  Council  to  discuss  in  makiDg  the 
appropriations  for  the  year. 

Alderman  Slade— I  will  vote  to  refer  it  to  the 
next  City  Council.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  n't 
well  and  proper  enough  that  the  matter  should 
come  up  here,  but  I  think  it  ought  to  be  dis- 
cussed. I  will  say  that  I  have  taken  a  little 
pains  to  look  over  the  taxation  of  cities  and 
towns  in  this  State,  and  in  other  States,  and  I 
think  that  taxation  in  the  city  of  Boston  is  so  low 
that  there  need  be  no  fear  of  anybody  going  any- 
where else  to  pay  taxes  on  his  property.  If  a 
man  shows  his  hand  and  shows  what  property  he 
ought  to  be  taxed  upon,  I  believe  he  is  as  well  off 
in  this  city  as  in  any  other  city,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  in  the  State.  I  do  riot  believe  our 
taxes  are  high.  In  fact,  there  are  many  towns 
and  cities  that  have  not  got  over  the  war  taxes 
yet.  Many  of  them  are  paying  interest  on  large 
amounts  of  money  raised  during  the  war,  and 
they  wont  get  over  it  for  sometime.  We  have 
not  fully  got  over  the  effects  of  it  here  in  Bos- 
ton. Those  reasons  ought  to  be  considered. 
There  are  reasons  for  the  present  rate  of 
taxation  that  existed  years  ago,  and  they  are 
worth  considering.  As  I  said  in  the  first  place, 
there  ha*  been  a  good  deal  said  about  the  high 
rate  of  taxation  that  might  not  have  been  said. 
As  the  Alderman  suggests  that  this  order  can  go 
over,  I  will  not  object. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien,  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  next  Ciiy  Government.  Sent 
down. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

PROPOSED      REORGANIZATION      OF      THE      SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Slade— As  the  Alderman  has  called 
me  out  upon  the  matter  of  scnools,  i  will  at  this 
time  offer  an  oider  which  I  intended  to  offer  some 
six  or  eight  weeks  ago. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  repeal  of 
the  existing  statute  creating  a  Board  of  School 
Committee  for  this  city;  and  for  the  enactment 
in  place  thereof  of  a  statute  providing  that  the 
School  Committee  of  the  city  of  Boston  shall  be 
composed  of  fifty  members,  so  arranged  that  one 
member  shall  be  chosen  for  each  ward  at  the  an- 
nual municipal  election  for  a  term  of  two  years: 
and  also  providing  that  the  care  of  the  several 
schoolhouses  and  school  buildings  be  restored  to 
the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Slade— I  had  some  other  matters 
here,  but  they  have  been  partly  covered  by  the 
order  of  the  Aldermen.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
want  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  this  matter.  I 
was  a  member  of  the  School  Committee  when  the 
order  was  passed  to  mane  the  change  to  elect 
the  School  Committee  as  they  are  now  chosen. 
Before  that,  a  portion  of  the  School  Committee 
was  elected  each  year,  and  they  were  chosen  from 
the  wards.  The  committee  was  large.  We  had 
no  room  that  could  accommodate  so  large  a 
committee.  One  other  gentleman  at  this  Board 
was  also  a  member  of  the  School  Committee 
when  that  matter  came  up.  I  was  opposed  to  it, 
or  I  did  not  favor  it.  I  thought  it  was  a  bad 
thing  to  do.  It  seemed  to  me  it  was  not  letting 
well  enough  alone.  Hut  some  of  the  Board  got 
this  idea  into  their  heads— that,  if  you  took  it 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  people  in  the  wards,  we 
would  get  a  better  class  of  men.  I  think 
that  was  the  argument  generally  used,  if  it 
was  n't  openly  argued.  Tnat  was  what  was  in- 
tended, at  least.  At.  that  time  the  committee  was 
too  large,  and  there  was  quite  a  number  of  men 
who  were  drones,  and  there  always  will  be.  But 
there  was  enough  who  always  worked  and  visited 
the  schools  weekly.  I  was  one  of  those  who 
visitfd  the  schools,  and  in  the  course  of  each 
month  I  visited  all  the  schools  in  my  district. 
Other  members  did  the  same.  The  schools  were 
well  looked  after  and  cared  for.  Since  the  change 
was  made  I  know  that  the  schools  are  not  cared 
tor.  I  know  that  the  schools  were  never  in  such 
a  demoralized  condition  as  they  are  today.  1  feel 
what  I  say  to  be  irue.  The  t-ix  Supervisors  are 
assigned  to  the  different  schools.  I  wont  under- 
take to  go  over  their  duties,  but  I  feel  confident 
the  duties  they  ought  to  do  are  neglected.  But 
there  has  been  many  a  time  within  the  last  year 
when  some  of  my  neighbors  wanted  to  know  who 
the  School  Committee  man  was  in  that  district, 
as  they  had  some  grievance,  but  I  could  not  tell 
who  they  were,  and  could  not  tell  where  to  direct 


them  so  that  they  could  tell  their  grievance. 
Sometimes  children  come  home  from  school  with 
some  complaints,  and  the  parents  would  like  to 
see  about  it.  If  they  go  to  the  master  of  the 
school  today  he  has  nothing  to  do  about  it.  He 
does  n't  oversee  the  primary  schools.  In  fact,  I 
don't  know  «hat  a  master  is  good  lor  now;  one 
can  hardly  teli.  [have  had  more  or  less  conver- 
sation with  the  members  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee the  past  year,  and  suggested  what  I  proposed 
to  do,  and  they  said,  "For  God's  sake,  do  some- 
thing." 1  have  been  iu  hopes  that  the  School 
Committee  would  ask  lor  this  change,  for  I  have 
hesitated  to  do  it  all  along.  But  I  do  think  it  is 
time  that  something  should  be  done,  that  some- 
body should  get  up  and  make  some  proposition 
for  a  change  in  the  manner  of  running  ihe 
schools.  Last  spring  a  teacher  came  into  my 
house  and  wanted  to  know  what  she  was  going  to 
do;  she  had  been  ordered  to  take  her  school  out 
of  the  room  the  next  day.  It  was  a  kin- 
dergarten school.  She  said  she  had  received  an 
order  from  somebody;  she  did  n't  remember  what 
his  name  was,  but  he  was  a  new  man  she  had 
never  seen  before.  She  had  a  school  in  my  neigh- 
boi hood,  in  a  house  with  six  rooms,  as  good  a 
house  and  as  well  ventilated  as  there  is  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  with  windows  on  either  side.  It 
is  n't  in  a  very  genteel  locality,  to  be  sure.  He 
went  down  there  and  ordered  that  school  closed 
at  once,  and  sent  her  up  into  one  a  darned  sight 
worse  in  Chardon  street,  that  was  vacant,  and  or- 
dered her  to  go  in  there  at  once.  That  order 
came  from  Colonel  Parker  of  Quincy,  I  under- 
stand. The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  visit- 
ed that  building  this  summer  and  pronounced  it 
one  of  the  best  in  the  city,  and  there  was  no  rea- 
son for  the  change.  Everybody  was  up  in  arms 
about  it.  A  thousand  foolish  things  have  been 
done,  and  it  is  time  to  stop  them.  If  we 
were  a  portion  of  the  School  Committee  elected 
by  the  wards  we  would  get  the  schools  into  bet- 
ter condition  than  they  are  now.  The  Board  of 
Aldermen  are  elected  by  the  people  at  large,  out 
every  ward  is  represented  in  ihe  City  Council  by 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council.  But  the 
wards  are  not  represented  in  the  School  Commit- 
tee. Further  than  that,  the  election  of  janitors 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  School  Committee. 
In  many  instances  they  are  incompetent.  In 
some  cases  schools  have  been  closed  some  days  on 
account  of  the  incompetence  of  the  janitors.  In 
one  case  a  boiler  was  ruined  by  the  incompetence 
of  the  janitor.  The  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  should  appoint  the  janitors  aud  men 
who  have  charge  of  the  heating  apparatus  in  the 
school  buildings.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  many 
things  I  might  say,  but  I  do  not  kaow  but  I  have 
said  enough.  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  the 
School  Committee  should  be  elected  by  wards 
again,  so  that  the  people  will  have  the  care  and 
supervision  of  the  schools. 

Alderman  Tucker — Is  n't  that  order  intended  to 
lefer  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors? 

Alderman  Slade— It  you  change  the  School 
Committee  and  re  enact  the  old  law,  you  will  get 
rid  of  all  t  e  Supervisors. 

Alderman  Viles— I  hate  to  vote  for  such  an  or- 
der as  that  at  nearly  our  last  meeting.  I  am  in 
favor  of  it,  but  I  hardly  feel  justified  in  voting 
for  it  today.  I  move  it  be  referred  to  the  next 
City  Council. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost— 6  for,  6  against. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  clown. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

'Ihe  Chairman  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Finance  Committee: 
Transfers  for  Roxbury  Canal  (Did  Schoolhouses. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  reports  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  Improved  Sewerage  that  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $30,000  will  be  required  to  complete 
the  work  of  abating  the  Roxburv  Cmal  nuisance, 
and  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  for  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $1200  for  heating  ap- 
paratus and  furniture  for  the  primary  school- 
houses,  Ashmont-station  and  Elm-street,  would 
re  pectfully  report  the  accompanying  orders 
granting  the  amounts  asked. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Roxbury 
Canal  Improvement  the  sum  of  $30,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  herebv  is  authorized  to  transler  from  the  Re- 
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served  Fund  to    the    appropriation    for   Primary 
Schoolhouse,  Ashmont  Station,  the  sum  of  §600, 
and  to  that  for  Primary  Schoolhouse,  Elm  street, 
the  sum  of  §600. 
Orders  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  dov*  n. 

Special  Drafts  upon  the  Treasurer. 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts  represents  to  the  com- 
mittee that  an  additional  safeguard  should  be 
made  in  the  method  of  paying  special  drafts 
drawn  on  the  Treasurer,  and  your  cummittee, 
concurring  in  the  suggestion,  would  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  embra- 
cing the  plan  presented  by  him  ror  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  on  the  passage  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil or  Board  of  Aldermen  of  orders  requiring  the 
payment  of  money  by  special  draft,  the  "City 
Clerk  shall  notify  the  Treasurer  of  the  fact  by 
giving  the  names  of  the  parly  or  parties  to  whom 
the  money  is  payable,  the  amount  and  the  appro- 
priation to  which  it  is  to  be  charged;  also  that  all 
departments  of  the  city  requesting  special  drafts 
for  money  through  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  shall  notify  the  Treasurer  in 
each  case  in  the  same  manner.  The 
Treasurer  is  directed  to  keep  a  book 
in  his  office  in  which  record  shall  be  made  of  the 
same,  so  that  the  special  drafts  countersigned  by. 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  for  payment  shall  be 
verifier!  therefrom  and  receipted  tor  on  said  book 
in  each  case  by  the  party  or  parties  signing  the 
special  draft,  before  the  same  is  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  order  to  all  departments  of  the 
city. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Election  Expenses. 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts  informs  the  commit- 
tee that  in  consequence  of  the  expenses  of  the 
special  election  ot  Alderman  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Alderman  Bell,  some 
$3823,  and  expense  of  recounting  the  votes  cast 
at  the  city  election,  Dec.  14,  1880,  there  will  be 
needed  an  additional  appropriation  for  election 
expense  of  $2500.  Your  committee,  therefore,  re- 
port the  accompanying  order  making  the  neces- 
sary transfer. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Registra- 
tion of  Voters,  etc.,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
•election  expenses,  the  sum  of  $2500. 

Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

NOMENCLATURE  OF  STREETS. 

The  following  (City  Doc.  141)  was  received,  ac- 
cepted and  sent  down: 

Office  of  the  , 

Board  of  Street  Commissioners,     [ 

City  Hall,  Boston,  Dec.  27, 1880. ) 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council— Your  order  of 
July  last,  that  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers be  requested  to  consider  and  report  to  the 
City  Council,  during  the  present  year,  a  scheme 
for  reducing  the  number  of  duplicate  names  of 
highways  in  the  city  of  Boston,  etc.,  has  received 
their  careful  attention,  and  they  submit,  as  their 
report  thereon,  the  following  statements  and 
suggestions  with  regard  to  the  nomenclature  of 
the  city's  streets.  The  public  streets  indifferent 
parts  of  the  city  with  similar  names  have  been 
grouped  together  in  a  list  which  follows,  and  new 
titles,  which  the  commissioners  have  suggested  to 
themselves  as  suitable  for  such  of  these  streets 
as  in  their  opinion  should  be  re-named,  are  ap- 
pended to  them.  Reasons  of  local  fitness,  priority 
of  possession,  etc.,  too  lengthy  to  detail  here, have 
influenced  the  commissioners  in  deciding  which 
of  several  stietts  with  the  same  name  should  retain 
that  name,  and  which  of  them  should  have  new 
ones.  The  commissioners  believe  their  list  covers 
all  the  public  streets  of  the  city  having  in  one  or 
more  instances  similar  names.  Many  repetitions 
of  the  names  of  public  streets  will,  however,  still 
be  found  attached  to  private  ways  over  which 
the  city  has  now  no  control  in  the  matter  of 
names.  This  was  brought  about  by  the  act  of 
this  year's  Legislature,  which,  in  changing  the 
method  of  giving  names  to  the  city  streets,  re- 
pealed a  previous  act  which  gave  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  the  duty  of  fixing  the  names  of  all  pri- 
vate ways.    That  act  is  as  follows: 


Section  1.  From  and  after  the  date  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  no  name  shall  be  newly  assigned 
to  any  public  way  in  the  city  of  Boston  by  which 
any  other  public  way  is  already  called,  whether 
under  the  title  of  street,  avenue,  court,  place, 
alley,  or  other  descriptive  title;  but  any  way  not 
affording  continuous  passage  lor  teams  between 
two  other  ways  may  be  termed  a  court,  or  place, 
and  receive  the  name  of  any  way  with  which  it 
communicates.  And  any  extension  or  continua- 
tion of  a  public  way  may  be  called  by  the  same 
name. 

Sect.  2.  The  names  of  all  public  ways  hereafter 
laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of 
the  city  of  Boston  shall  be  fixed  by  a  vote  of  said 
board.  Such  vote  shill  take  effect  upon  such 
laying  our,  shall  be  published  in  such  manner  as 
said  board  shall  direct,  and  shall  be  cer- 
tified by  the  clerk  of  said  board  to 
the  Register  of  Deeds  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk.  The  names  of  all  public  ways  not  already 
fixed,  and  changes  in  the  names  of  ways,  may  be 
made  by  the  same  authority,  confirmed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  said  city,  and  not  other- 
wise. Such  changes  shall  take  effect  on  the  first 
day  of  March  of  each  year,  shall  be  published  in 
such  infuner  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  shall 
direct,  and  shall  be  certified  by  the  City  Clerk  to 
the  Register  of  Deeds  of  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Sect.  3.  Chapter  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

[Approved  March  8,  1880.] 

After  the  naming  of  private  ways  had  been 
taken  from  the  city,  the  commissioners  coultt 
only  see  that  no  private  street  offered  for  accept- 
ance should  be  laid  out  by  their  board  with  any 
name  already  in  use  for  a  public  street.  This 
they  have  been  careful  to  do,  as  well  as  to  change 
the  names  of  such  and  such  avenues,  laid  out  by 
the  board,  to  such  ard  such  streets.  The  general 
acceptance  of  the  former  title  is  now  for  the 
more  important  and  capacious  thoroughfares 
connecting  or  passing  through  different  parts  of 
the  city.  It  is  the  commissioners'  intention  to 
correct,  as  much  as  is  possible,  the  misapplica- 
tion that  has  heretofore  been  so  generally  made 
of  the  name  of  avenue  to  insignificant  side  streets 
and  by-ways.  The  streets  opening  on  either 
hand,  from  Washington  street  at  the  South 
End,  and  the  numerical  streets  at  South 
Boston,  on  either  side  of  Dorchester  street, 
distinguished  by  the  prefix  of  east  and 
west,  the  commissioners  think  it  unnecessary  to 
disturb,  their  division  being  thoroughly  under- 
stood by  all  who  use  them,  and  resulting  in  no 
confusion. 

Since  it  has  been  known  that  a  change  of  names 
of  certain  of  the  city  streets  was  proposed,  fre- 
quent suggestions  have  been  received  of  the  use 
of  the  names  of  the  early  settlers  in  Boston  for 
the  new  titles  for  her  streets.  The  commissioners 
would  have  gladly  followed  this  advice  more 
freely  than  they  have  in  the  subjoined  list  had 
they  not  found  that  most  of  those  easy  to  spell 
ami  utter— the  only  ones  available— have  been 
preempted  for  the  purpose,  many  of  them,  unfor- 
tunately, the  commissioners  consider,  in  locali- 
ties having  no  associations  with  the  originals. 

In  disposing  of  certain  duplicate  names  of 
streets  terming  a  connected  passage  from  one 
locality  to  another,  it  has  been  thought  well  to 
join  them  under  one  title,  with  the  designation  of 
avenue.  Forest  Hill  avenue,  Madison  and  Mor- 
ton streets  have  been  converted  into  Morton  ave- 
nue, connecting  the  Lower  Mills  at  Dorchester 
with  Forest  Hills  at  West  Roxbury;  Ashland  ave- 
nue has  been  made  out  of  Oakland  and  Ashland 
streets,  giving  communication  between  Mattapan 
and  Mt.  Hope;  Centre  and  Norfolk  streets,  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  Mattapan,  would  become 
Mattapan  avenue;  and  so  with  other  series  of 
continuous  streets.  In  each  case  the  change  of 
name  required  for  this  end,  in  individual  streets, 
is  indicated  where  ihey  stand  in  the  table. 

New   Names  . 
Duplicate  sts.  Ward.         Location.  Suggested. 

Adams 5  Wtnthrp  to  Chelsea.  Armstrong! 

20  Ham'den  to  Dudley  Adair. 
24  June.  Hancock  and 
liowdoin.at  Meet- 
tag-house  Hill,  to 

Codman        

Albion 1G  Castle  to  Dover.... 

•20  Dudley  to  CIifton..AthoI. 

Arcadia 23  Athei  ton  to  School. Ashlev. 

24  Adams  to  Draper. 
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New    Names 
Duplicate  sts.  Ward.         Location.  Suggested. 

Arlington 11  Beacon  to  Boylston. 

26  Market  to  Parsons; 

in  con.  Sparhawk  Sparhawk. 
Arlington  ave..       4AlfordtoSom    line.Woburn  st. 

Arnold 19  Wash,  to  Shawmt  a. 

23  WeldtoNewt'nline.Corfy. 
Ashland 8  Ch'mbrs  to  Lever't. 

23  South  to  Bick Ashland  ave. 

24  Park  to  Mill Ambov. 

Auburn 4  Main  to  Bunk'r  Hill.Arden. 

8  Leverett  to  Poplar. 
19  Ruggles  to  Vernon. .Hewes. 

Autumn 22  Longw'davetoP'rk. 

23  Centre  to  Summer. .Mayo. 

23  Pond  to  Brookl'n  I'e.Trent 
Avon  pi 10  Wash,  to  Chauncy.. 

Avon  pi 22  From  Buggies Shannon  st. 

Bainbridge 3  Chelsea  to  Moult  on 

21  Walnut  av.  to  Dale. Brandon. 
Baldwin 4  Main  to  Medford.. . 

13  Granite  to  A Everson. 

Bartlett 3  &  4  Concord  to  Walker. 

21  Wash,  t>i  Eliot  sq...Brinley.  • 

Beach 4  Medf 'd  to  B.*  L.Kd. Surrey. 

10  &  12  Wash,  to  Federal... 

24  Commerc'l  to  Park. Proctor. 

Beech  23  Centre  to  Poplar. ...Boxford. 

Bellevue 22  Longwood    ave.   to 

Francis Kennedy. 

23  Centre  to  Oriole Mt.  Believue. 

24  Bowdoin  to  Colum- 

bia   

Bowdoin 10  Beac'n  to  Camb'ge. 

24  Hancock  to  Wash.. Bowdoin  ave. 
Bowdoin  sq  ..7  * 10 

Bowdoin  av 24  Wash,  to  Eldcn Mt.Bowd'nst. 

Boylston 10  &  11  From  Wash'n. etc.. Boylston  ave. 

23  Centre  to  Wash'n.. 

Boyl?ton  ave....    23  Green  to  Boylston.. Amory      st. — 

Amory  also 
to  include  a 
part  of  what 
is  now  called 
Boylston  St.. 
b  e  t  w  e  e  n 
School  st. 
and  present 
endof  Boyls- 
ton avenue. 

Brighton 4  Carnb'ge  to  Perkins  Blandford. 

8  Lowell  to  Allen 

Brighton  av.  22  <£  25  Beacon  to  Camb'ge 
at  Union  square.. 

Brooks 1  Bremen  to  Condor.. 

25  Fanenil  to  B.  &  A. 

R.  R Brockton. 

f  "iBroad  wa  y— 

Broadway 12   [  j     Pleasant  fm 

Washington 

West    13   I  I     to  Park  so., 

•j  Wash,  to  City  Pt.  J-    to  be  called 

East.    14  |  I     Broadway. 

I  I     See      Pleas- 

J     ant  street. 

Call  5  Park  to  Chelsea.... Corwin. 

23  Gordon  to  Keyes... . 
Cambridge 4  Main  to  Somerville 

line Somerville. 

7, etc,  Bowdoin  sq.  toCam- 

bridge  bridge 

25  Charles  river  (Cam- 
bridge     line)     to 

Washington Camb'dge   av. 

Cedar 3  High  to  Bartlett.... Caldwell. 

21  Wash'n  to Pvnchon. 

Centre.  .21,  22  &  23  Eliot  sq.  to  Dedham 

line 

24  Adams  to  Wash'n.. Mattapau   av. 

—From  Dor- 
chester av. 
to  Wash'on. 
Breck.— From 
Adams  to 
"Matt  a  pan 
av."  west  of 
D'ch'ter  av. 

Centre  av 24  Centre  to   D'ch'ter 

avenue Mattapan   av. 

Charles 4  MainloBunk'r  Hill. Stuart. 

8  &  9  Leverett  to  Park  sq. 

21  D'ch'rav.  toDitson  Field. 

Chelsea 1*2  Maverick  square  to 

Chelsea-st.  Bridge. 
3  to  5  City  sq.  to  Chelsea  br.  Chelsea  av. 

Cherry  10  Wash,  to  Sh'inut  av. 

20  Quincy    to    beyond 

Dove Curran. 

Chestnut 3*5  Chelsea    to     Monu- 
ment square Claremont. 

9  Walnut    to    beyond 

Brimmer 

Chestnut  av 23  Grem  to  Wyman... 

Church 11  Boylston    to    Provi- 
dence  Torrey. 

11  Columbus      av.     to 
Tremont 

23  Centre,  at  South,  to 

Brookline  line...  .Thayer. 

24  Bowdoin  to  Winter. Bowman. 


New    Names. 
Duplicate  sts.  Ward  Location.  Suggested. 

Clarendon 11  Beacon   to  B.  &  P. 

R  K Colchester. 

11  Columbus     av.      to 

Tremont 

Columbia 10  Bedford  to  Essex... Coplev. 

20  &  24  Hancock     to     Blue 

Hill  avenue 

Commercial....        0  State  to  Eastern  av. 
0  Eastern  avenue  to 
Charles  River  Bdge.  Atlantic  ave. 
24  Hancock  to  Nepon- 

set  ave Stoughton. 

Common 5  Winthrop  toAdam.Edes. 

12  Wash,  to  Tremont.. 
Concord 3    Monument   sq     to 

Bunker  Hill Pleasant. 

Concord,  East..      18  Albany  to  Wash 

Concord,  West.      18  Wash,  to  Tremont.. 
Concord  sq 18  Tremont  to  Colum- 
bus ave 

Cordis 5  Orange  to  High 

Cordis-st.  ave..        5  Cordis-to  Pleasant.. Cordis  pi. 

Corey 3  Moulton  to  Medford.Colton. 

23  Park  to  Weld 

Chamber 5  City  sq.  to  Water.... Besseme 

8  Camb'dge  to  Spring. 
Chapman 5  Main  to  junc.  Wash- 
ington and  Austin. Boyd. 
10  Wash  to  Tremont.. 

Chapman  pi 10  From  School 

Chester  sq 18  Wash'tn  to  Trem't. 

Chester  park. . .     18  Washington  to  Har- 
rison avenue E.  dies.    ave. 

West      Chester 

park. ..11, 18  *  22  Tremont  toBeacon.W.  Ches.  ave. 
East       Chester 

pk 18  *  20  Harrison  avenue  to 

"Five  Corners". ..E.  Ches.  ave. 
Chester  street. .     25  Brighton  avenue  to 

Ashf  ord Conway. 

Codman 24  Adams  to  Forest  Hill 

avenue. 
Codman  park...     21  From  Townsend. .. Carlisle  st. 

Cottage 2  Marginal   to    Mav- 

rick *. Dresden. 

3  Bunker  Hill  to  Med- 
ford  Carinel. 

20  &  24  Dudley  to  Pleasant. 
Court 7  *  10  Washington  to  Bow- 
doin square. 
Court  square...     Court,   around    Court 

House  to  Court. 
Court  avenue...     lOWaehington   to 

Cornbill  court. . .  .Cornhill  ct. 

Creek 24  Dorchester  avenue 

to  Pleasant Carson. 

Creek  square...       7  Marshall   to    Scott 
alley. 

Cross 5  High  to  Bartlett.... 

0*7  Hayinarket  square  to 

Commercial 

Dale, 21  Warren   to  Wash- 
ington. 

23  Poplar  to  Hyde  Park 

line Norwood. 

Decatur 2  Border  to  Havre... Downes. 

2  Havre  to  Orleans.  ..Paulding. 

3  Bunker  Hill  to  Med- 

ford. 
10  Washington  to  Har- 
rison avenue Denman. 

Dove Dorchesi  er  to  F 

20  Blue  Hill  avenue  to 

Cherry Durand. 

Downer 22  From  Tremont  near 

Brookline  avenue. Dawson. 

Downer  avenue.     24  Pleasant  to  beyond 

Dewolf Downer  St. 

East 12  South  to  Federal... 

24  Adams  to  Dorches- 

ter avenue Orient. 

Eliot 10  Washlngtr-n  to  Co- 
lumbus avenue.. .Kneeland. 

23  Centre  to  Pond 

Eliot  square....     21  Roxbury 

Elm 3  High  to  Medford....  Edmands. 

7  Hanover    to     Dock 
square 

23  Green  to  Walker...  Eastburn, 

Roanoke   and 
Fenelon. 

24  Exchange  to  Ever- 

ett  Edna. 

Essex 4  Mill  to  Rutherford 

avenue Wenham. 

10*  12  Washington  to  Fed- 
eral  

Everett 2  Orleans  to  Jeffries. 

3  Bunker  Hill  to  Med- 
ford   Leyden. 

23  Elm  to  Call Eastburn. 

24  Park  to  Mill Edwards. 

25  N.  Beacon  to  W.ave. Eastwood. 

Everett  ave 24  From  Stoughton...  .Rosedale. 

Exeter 11  Beacon  to  Newbury 

Exeter  pi 10  From  Chauncy Gerry  st. 

Florence 10  Washington  to  Har- 
rison ave 

23  Poplar  to  B.  *  P.  R. 

R Blakeraore. 
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New    Names. 
Duplicate  sts.  Ward.         Location  Suggested 

Forest  Hills 23  Washington  to  Moi- 

ton 

Forest  Hills  av.     24  River  to  Norfolk. ..Morton  ave. 

Franklin 5  Main  to  Higb Fairfax. 

10  Wash'ton  to  Broad 
25  Camb'd.re  to  south 

side  B.  -t  A.  R.  R.  Rarlow. 

Franklin  ave...  Court  to  Brattle Dassett  pi. 

Gardner 4  Main  to  Seaver Gage. 

21  Roxbury  to  Centre.  Bin  ton. 

23  Spring  to  Cow  Isl'd.  Grafton. 
25  Harv'd  to  Malvern. 

Garden 9  Cambridge  to  Myr- 
tle  "... 

Garden  court...       G  North  sq.  to  Fleet.. Haskins. 

Gordon 23  Klua  to  ri.*P.  R.  R.Seaverns  ave. 

25  Harv'd  to  Malvern. 

Granite 13  Mt.  Washington  av. 

to  W.  Si-coud 

24  Adams    to    Granite 

biidge Adams. 

Gray 5  Chelsea  to  Water...  Gale. 

17  Berkelev  to  Claren- 
don   

GreeD 3*  5  Wain     to     Bunker 

Hi;i Greenhill. 

7*8  Bowdoin  square  to 
Chambers 

23  Centre    to     Forest 

Hills  street Green  ave. 

Greenough  ave.     23  Centre  to  Elm Greenough  st. 

Greenoughlane  6  Ccramerc'l  to  Char- 
ter  

Glen 24  Glendal-  to  Trull... 

Glen  road 23  Forest  Hills   st    to 

Blue  Hill  ave Green  ave. 

Greenwich 19  We  stminster  to 

Warwick Griffin. 

24  Dorchester  ave.  to 

Commercial 

Greenwich  park  18  Columbus  ave.  to  B. 
&P.R.R 

Grove 9  Cambridge  to  Myr- 
tle  

23  Centre  to  Dedham 

line Rockford. 

Grove,  North ...  9  Cambridge  to  Mass. 
Medical  College.. 

Grove  sq 9  Continuation       of 

Grove Grove  st. 

Guild 21  Washingt  on  to  Lam- 
bert ave Millmont. 

Guild  row Roxbury  to  Dudley. 

Hammond 19  Shawmut    ave.    to 

Tremont 

Hammond  ave..  8  Leverett  to  Cham- 
bers  Redman  pi. 

3  Elm  to  Green Harold 

10  Cambridge  to    Mt. 

Vernon 

20  A-  24  Upham's  Corner 
to  lunctionof  Ad- 
ams* Bowdoin  ..Danforth. 

Hancock  av 10  Beacon  to  Mt  Ver- 
non   H  tncock  pi. 

Hanover 6*7  Court  to  Commer- 
cial  

Hanover  av 6  Hanover  to  North..  Turrell  street 

Harris 6  Hanover  to  North.. 

Harris  avenue.       23  Centieto  Alveston.Hartland  st 

Hartford 12  Pur-hase  to  High.. 

20  Howard    street    to 

Howard  avenue  .Hebron. 

Harvard 5  City  sq.  to  Main 

12  Washington  to   Al- 
bany   Colborn. 

24  Washington  to  Blue 

Hill  avenue Bowdoin  av. 

Harvard  av 25  Camb'dgeto  Brook- 

„  .  line  line University  av. 

Harvard  sq 5  From  Harvard 

Haverhill 4  Main  to  Perkins . . . .  Groveland. 

7  Haymarket  square 

to  Charles  river.. 
Hawthorn 21  Highland  to  Cedar. Larch. 

23  Florence   to    Syca- 

more  ■ 

Heath 22  Parker  to  Tremont. 

Heath,  Old 22  Pynchon  to  Heath. Brunswick. 

Heath.  New. .21*22  Centre  to  Heath.. ..Heath. 

Heath  pi 22  Heath  to  Walden... 

High 3,4*5  Monument     sq.    to 

Walker Breed. 

12  Summer  to  Atlantic 

avenue 

24  Commercial    to 

Highland Holman. 

,  24  Water  to  Ericsson. Ludlow. 

High-street  pi. .     12  High  to  Matthews.. 

Highland 21  Eliot  sq.  to  Centre. 

Highland  av....      21  Highland  to  Centre.  Lucerne  St. 
Highland  pk.  av    21  Centre  to  Highland 

pk.  st Herbert  st. 

Highland  pk.  st    21  Hiuhland  pk.  av.  to 

Fort  av Highgate. 

7  Court  to  Biilfinch.. 
20  Myrt'e  to  Hnw'd  av.Bird. 

Howard  av 20  Dudlev  to  Qnincy.. 

Hudson 5  Chelsea  to  Water..  .Harney. 

10*12  Beach  to  Curve 

20  Dudley  to  Clifton. .  Herman. 


Hancock. 


Howard. 


New    Names 
Duplicate  sts.  Waid.         Location.  Suggested. 

Indiana 16  W'sh  to  Har's'u  av. 

Indiana  pi 16  Wash,  to  Tremont. Ithaca  St. 

Jackson 3  B'nk'iH'l  to  F'errin 

15  Bost'n  to  Dorch.  av.Judson. 
King 19  Roxb'v  toElmw'd..Rane. 

24  Dor.  av  to  Train.... 
Kingston 4  Cam.  to  Sever Kent. 

10  Summer  to  Beach. 
Lagrange 3  0  Wash,  to  Tremont. 

23  WashtoN'wt'n  lineLagrange  ave. 
Laurel 3  Mon'in'tsa  toCedar 

21  Dale  to  Bower Lester. 

Lawrence 5  Union  to  Phipps... 

11  Berkeley  to  Dart'h  Lardor. 
Lawrence  av...     24  BreHillavtoMytleLambeth  st. 
Lewis 2  S'mnertoSo. ferry.. 

6  Comm'rc'l  toNrth.Lewiston. 
Lexington 1  Eagle  to  Meridian.. "Yorktown. 

3  Monm'r  sq  toMedfd 

Lime 9  From  River Lodge. 

Lime  alley 6  Com'rc'l  to  Chart 'r. 

Lincoln 4*5  Main  toRuth'f'd  av. Lanark. 

10  *  12  Summer  to  Beach.. 

24  Adams  to  Dor.  av. .  Wiswell. 

25  Camb'ge  to  Market  Waldo. 
Ljnde 5  Arrow  to  Austin... Seabrook. 

7  &  8  Camb'ge  to  Green.. 
Madison 19  Wash.  toSh'm't  av. 

24  Norfolk  to  Back. .  .Morton  av. 
Maple 21  Seaver  to  Georgia. ..Mapleton. 

23  Centre  to  Weld 

Marion 1  White  to  Bremen... 

3  B.  HilltoPrinoeton. Morris. 
Market 7  Portland  to  Canal.. Simonds. 

25  Wash,  to  WTest'nav. 

Marsh 24  Adams  to  m'shes...Marshfield. 

Marsh  lane.. 7  Union  to  Creek  sq.. 

Medford  3*4  Chelsea  to  B.Hill  . 

7  Ch'towntoC'seway.Fitehburg. 
Middlesex 4  Main  to  Essex 

16  Castle  to  Dover Medway. 

Mill 4  Main  to  Essex Milan. 

24  Aoams  to  Com'cial. 
Minot 8  Lev'tttob'dNash'a.Malone. 

24  Neponset     ave.    to 

Adams 

Morton 7  Salem  to  Endicott.. 

23  South  to  Back Morton  av. 

Mt.  Vernon.      .3*5  Adams    to    Deyond 

Mt.  Vernon  av Fairview. 

9  &  10  Beacon  to  Chas.  riv. 
15  *  24  Boston  to  O.  C.  R.  R.Fleetwood. 

23  Centre  to  Baker Magnolia  and 

Florida  (two 
streets). 

25  Rocklandto  F'oster. Montana. 
Mt.  Vernon  av.3*5  Mt. Vernon  to  Chest- 
nut   Fairview  pi. 

Mt.  Vernon  pi..     10  Hancock  av.  to.Joy. 

Myrtle 10  Hancock  to  Revere. 

20  Dudley   to  Lawr'ce 

avenue Primrose. 

23  Centre  to  Pond Morley. 

Mystic 3  B.  Hill  to  Medford. 

17  Maiden  toE.  B'line  Mackay. 
Mystic  avenue.       4  Main  to  Somerville 

line 

Neponsetav 23  Canterbury  to  Hyde 

Park  avenue Nevada  St. 

24  Adams  to  Neponset 

River 

Newton,  E.  and 
W 11  &18  Albiny  to  Hunting- 
ton avenue 

25  From  Brooks Needham. 

Norfolk 2lHighiand  to    Lam- 
bert avenue 

24  Washington    to    B. 

Hill  avenue Mattapan  av. 

Norfolk  are 20  Hampden  to  Cot  t'ge.Yeomau  st. 

Oak 4  Main  to  Russell..  .Oakley. 

1?  Wash 'n  to   Albany. 

Oak  place 23  Gr.-en  to  Lamart'e.Oakdale  st. 

Oakland 21  Wash,  to  Thornton. Orville. 

24  River  to  Back Ashland  av. 

25  Wash'n  to  Faneuil. 
Orchard 20  Eustis    to    Orchard 

park  street Ogden. 

23  Centre  to  Pond 
Orch'rdParkst.     20  Adams  to  Chadw'K.Cbadwick. 
Park 5  City  sq.loCoinmou  At  water. 

10  Trein  mt  to  Beacon. 

23  Centre  to  Martin. .  .Parkinson. 

24  Wash,  to  Com'erc'l.Talcott. 

Park  sq 11  Bovlst'n  toPle's'nt. 

Parker 4  C'nibr'ge  to  P'rknis  Pentield. 

11  *  22  Boylston  to  Centre. 
Parkman SA9  NK'ss'lltoN  Gr've  Powell. 

24  Dor.  ave.  to  Adams. 
Pearl 3*4  High  to  Medford. ..Pownal. 

12  Milk  to  Atlantic  av. 

24  Dor.av.  to  Pleasaiit.Plowdcii. 

Pearl  pi  12  Pearl  to  Oliver Wendell  st. 

Perkins 4  Cam  toS'm'vle  llne.Prvor. 

12  Congress  to  Pearl.  .Potter. 
22  *  23  C'ntretoB'kli'ellne. 
Fliilllps 9  Irvi'gto  W'stCed'r. 

22  Treni  mt  to  Smith. Pollard. 

iMeasant 5  Main  to  High 

12, etc  Wash,  to  Park  sq..  Broadway. 

24  Cottage  to  C'merc'l.Stoughton. 
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New    Names 
Duplicate  sts.  Ward.         Location.  Suggested. 

Pond 23  C'ntretoB'kli'eline. 

24  Dor.av.  to  Boston.  .Stoughton. 

Poplar 8  chambers  to  Charles. 

23  Wash'ton  to   Hyde 

Park  line Denison. 

Porter 1&2  Central   square   to 

Bemen. 
16  Pleasant  to  Indiana 

p!ace Paxton . 

23  From  Boyls^on  ave.Posen. 

Prescott 1  &2  Eagle  to  Bremen.. .Steuben. 

5  Junction    Bow   and 
Harvard  to  Wash. 

20  Eustis  to  Hampden. Roswell. 
Prince 6  North  sq.  to  Com- 
mercial. 

23  Pond  to  Perkins.... Hallett, 

Princeton 1  Meridian   to   Eagle 

square. 
3  Tufts  to  Lexington. Brazier. 

Prospect 3  Chelsea,  to  Tremont. 

7  Merrimac  to  Lyman. dishing. 
Prospect  ave 23  Brown  ave.  to  Shel- 
don   Eangeley  st 

Putnam 1  Bremen  to  Condor. 

21  Dudley  to  Roxbury.Angier. 
Quincy 20,  21,  24  Warren  to  Bellevue. 

Quincy  pi 12  High  ;o  Pearl  rl.  ...Hartford  st. 

Keed 18  &  20  Northampton    to 

Thorndike. 
Reed  court 20  Yeoman  to  Hartopp 

place Rose  street. 

Reveie 9  South     Russell     to 

Charles. 

23  Roanoke  ave  to  U- 

veston Reynolds. 

Richmond 6  Hanover  to  Atlan.  av. 

24  Wash'ton  to  Adams. Ridgeley. 
River 9  Beacon    to   bevond 

Mt.  Vernon Atkinson. 

24  Washington  toHyde 

Park  line 

Rockland 21  Warren  to  Dale 

23  Wash,   to    Dedham 

line Rokeby. 

25  Wash,  to  beyond  Mt. 

Vernon Wirt. 

Rocklaud  av 21  Rockland  to  Dale. ..Roland  st. 

Salem 5  Main  to  High Savoy. 

6&7  Hanover  to  Charter. 

Salem-streetav.      5  Salem  to  High Savoy  pi. 

School 3&5  Main  to  .(tinker  Hill. Sedgwick. 

10   <va8h.  to  Tremonf.. 

23  Walnut    avenue    to 

Amory Greaton. 

24  Wash,  to  Hirvard.  .Vose. 
Seaver 2  Webster  to  SummerCrane. 

21  &  23  Blue     Hill    av.     to 

Walnut  av        

Seaver.  New 24  Columbia  to  Erie  av. 

Shawmut 11  Pleasant  toChurch..Strattou. 

Shawmut  av..l2etc.  Tremont  to  Roxbury 

South 12  Summer  to  High 

23  Centre  to  Centre.. .  .D  i  x  w  e  1 1 , 
Prichard  and 
Motley,  in 
three  parts. 

25  Chestnut  Hill  av.  to 

Nowton  line Sherborn. 

Spring 8  Leverett  to  Allen.. Sherwood. 

23   Centre   to  Dedham 


Spring  Garden.    24   Crescent    ave.   to 

Harbor  View Smithfield. 

Springlane 10   Washington    street 

to  Devonshire.... 

Spring  park  ave    23  Centre  to  Chestnut 

ave Sandwich  St. 

St.  .James 21  Warren  to  Washing- 
ton  

St.  James  ave..     11  Berkeley  to  Exeter 

Stoughton 18  Harrison  ave.  to  Al- 
bany   Walpole. 

24  Upham's  Corner  to 

Pleasant Dudley. 

Summer 3  Elm  to  Pearl Stockton. 

10-12  Washington  to  Fed- 
eral  

23  Spring  to  Autumn. .Boyden. 
Sumner 2  New  to  beyond   Jef- 
fries   

24  Stoughton   to   Cot- 

tage  Standish. 

Taylor 16  Dwight  to  Milford.. 

24   Neponset    ave.   to 

Wood Tremlett. 

24  O.  C.  R.  R.  to  Water.  Trask. 
Temple 10  Mt.  Vernon  to  Cam- 
bridge  

23  Ivory    to   Mt.  Ver- 

non   Templeton. 

24  River  to  Sanford Merton. 

Temple  place...    10  Washington  to  Tre- 
mont  

Tremont 3  Monument  sq.     to 

Chelsea Turner. 

lOetc.  Court  to  Brookline 
line 

25  Oak  sq.  to  Newton 

line Tolland. 


New    Name 
Duplicate  sts.  Ward.         Location.  Suggested. 

Tremont  place 19  Tremont  to  Cary... Terry  street. 

Tremont  "row 10  Howard  to  Pember- 

tou  square 

Trenton 1  Meridian  to  Eagle.. 

3  Bartlett  to  Bunker 

Hill Newark. 

Tufts 3  Bunker  Hill  toMed- 

ford ' 

12  Lincoln  to  South  ..Bryant. 
Union 5  Main    to   Washing- 
ton   Truxton . 

7  Dock  square  to  Hay- 

market  square 

25  Chestnut  Hill  ave- 
nue to  Washing- 
ton   Hubbard. 

Union  avenue 23  From  Green Dunster  St. 

Union  avenue 24  Bowdoin  to  Geneva 

avenue  Dunmore  st. 

Union  park 17  Shawmut  avenue  to 

Montgomery 

Union  Park  st..     17    shawmut   avenue 

to  Albany Part    between 

Shawmut 
avenue  and 
Washington 
street  to  be 
made  Union 
park; east  of 
Washington 
street,  Ca- 
thedral st. 

Vale 15  Dorchester  to  the 

water Victor. 

21  Thornton   to   Mar- 

celU 

Vine 3  A  continuation  of 

Bunker  Hill  to 

Chelsea 

20    Dudley      to      Mt. 

Pleasant  ave... Rugby. 

Wall 4  Sullivan  to  Walk- 
er  Willis 

8  Causewaj  to  Minof. 
Walnut 4    Bunker     Hill     to 

Medf  ord Winfield. 

9  Beacon  to  Mt.  Ver- 

non   

24  Neponset    avenue 

to  Vricsson Whitby. 

23   Seaver    to    Forest 

Hills  street Walnut  ave. 

Walnut  ave...  .     21  Warren  to  Seaver.. 
Walnut  park...     21  Walnut  ave  to  Wash.  Walley  street. 
Walnut  park, W    21  West  from  Wash...  Werner  st. 
Ward 15  Dorchester  to  Pre- 
ble   Wilmot. 

22  Parker    to   B.  *  P. 

R,  R 

Warren 5  Park  to  Main Fosdick. 

20  Washington  to  for- 
mer Roxb'ryDor- 
chester  line 

25  Cambi  'ge  to  Brook- 

line  line Eckley. 

Warren  avenue.       5  City  sq.  to  Warren 

bridge Warren  bd'ge. 

11,17*18  Berkeley  to  Colum- 
bus square Harry  Vane  st. 

Warren  place...    21  From  Warren 

Washington....       5  Harvard    to    Chap- 
man — Bellingham. 

7.  etc.  Haymarket  square 
to  Dedham  line.. 

24  From   former  Rox- 

bury -  Dorchester 

line  toLower  Mills.  Warren. 

25  Brookline     line    to 

Newton  line Pomeroy  ave. 

Water 5  War' en  to  Navy  y'd  Front. 

6  &  10  Wash,  to  Broad.... 

24  Fulton  to  Taylor. .  .Roraney. 
Waverley 21  Warren  to  B.  H.av. 

26  Market  to  West,  av  Rupert. 

Webster 2  Lewis  to  Sumner... 

Webster  avenue       6  Hanover  to  Unity.. Lovell  st. 

Weld 23  Walterto  Baker. ...To  end  at  Co- 
rey, portion 
beyond  Ar- 
nold to  be 
called  Rip- 
ley. 

Weld  avenue.. .     23  Eglest'nsq.  to Sch'l. Carroll  st. 

West 4:  Alford  to  Beacham.Ives. 

10  Wash,  to  Tremont.. 
Westminster  ...     19  Hamm'd  to  Ruegles 
Westminster  av    21  Waln'tj*v.  to  Wash. Salisbury  st. 
Williams 19  Wash .  to  W'st in'str.  Woodlawn. 

23  B.  H.av.  to  B  &P.R. 
Willow 23  Centre  to  Weld 

Willow  court...     15  From  Boston Duncan  st. 

Winter lu  Wash,  lo  Tremont.. 

24  Hancock  to  Adams. Flint. 
Winthrop 2  Mav'ck  sq.to  Paris. Alton. 

5  Main  toMonum't  sq 
20  &  21  Dudley  to  B.  H.  av.Belgrave. 
Winthrop  sq....     10  Devonshire  fiOtis. 

Woodward 15  Dorchav.toDorch. 

Woodward  ave.     20  Dudley  to  George.  .Walworth  st. 
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THE    PROPOSED    NEW    BRIDGE    TO    CHARLESTOWN. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  : 
City  of  Boston, 
In  Board  of  Aldermen.  ] 
Dec.  27, 1880. 
The  joint  special  committee  appointed    to    con- 
sider the    necessity    of    a  new    bridge    between 
Wards  5  and  7,  and'to  whom  was  also  referred  the 
petition  and  memorial  of  the  Charlestown   Trade 
and  Improvement   Association  for  improvement 
in  bridge  communication   between  the  Charles- 
town  Distiict  and  the  city  proper,  having  consid- 
ered the  subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the    follow- 
ing report: 

Immediately  upon  their  appointment  ihey  gave 
public  hearings,  at  which  well-known  citizens  of 
the  Chartestown  Distiict  were  present,  and  from 
their  testimony  and  from  subsequent  investiga- 
tions your  committee  find  that  not  only  from  the 
opening  of  the  draws  is  serious  detention  caused 
to  the  Travel  to  and  from  the  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict, but  moie  especially  from  the  frequent  pas- 
sage of  trains  of  freight  cars  along  Causeway 
street  on  the  Boston  side,  and  on  the  Fitchburg 
Railroad  on  the  Charlestown  side.  The  trouble 
experienced  is  well  set  forth  in  the  memorial 
above  referred  to  as  follows:  These  two  bridges 
are  very  narrow;  the  draw  on  ihe  one  and  the 
roadway  of  the  other  are  seriously  defective; 
they  are  rendered  to  a  large  degree  unavailable  by 
the  frequent  and  annually  increasing  interrup- 
tion at  the  draw.  A  still  more  serious  obstacle  in- 
terferes with  travel,  viz  ,  the  freight  railway  ai 
each  end  of  the- bridge  avenues,  and  provision  is 
being  made,  with  the  sanction  of  the  authorities, 
for  the  immediate  increase  of  traffic  over  these 
railways  to  such  an  extent  as  to  practically.cut 
off,  for  a  good  portion  of  the  time,  any  communi- 
cation whatever  by  means  of  any  sucn  bridges  as 
now  exist.  The  flats  and  borders  of  Charlestown 
are  being  largely  occupied  by  freight  yards  and 
depots— a  thing  of  quite  recent  date.  An  enor- 
mous extension  is  being  rapidly  carried  forward, 
and  vastly  greater  assured  for  the  near  future. 
The  cartage  and  heavy  trucking  of  this  great  rail- 
way traffic  largely  monopolizes  Warren  Bridge  at 
the  present  time.  The  following  statistics  are 
tolerably  accurate,  and  convey  a  good  idea  of  the 
present  use  of  the  bridges:  Street  cars  make 
1058  passages  across  daily;  coaches  make  624  pas- 
sages daily;  vehicles  passing  in  thirteen  consecu- 
tive hours  on  Jan.  10,  1880,  8746;  foot  passengers, 
same  day,  15,308;  passengers  in  public  and  private 
conveyances,  same  day,  39,000.  During  the  year 
1879  the  draws  were  oft'  (800  and  8000  times  respec- 
tively on  the  Charles  River  and  Warren  bridges. 
This  enormous  tide  of  travel  and  business  is 
subjected  to  the  annoyance  and  delay  of  interrup- 
tion to  direct  communication  with  the  city  proper 
by  freight  trains  passing  across  each  end  of  the 
bridge,  by  the  opening  of  the  draw  and  by  the 
blockades  caused  thereby. 

Furthermore,  Warren  Bridge  is  very  much  out 
of  repair,  and  will  have  to  be  rebuilt  at  no  distant 
day,  at  a  cost  of  some  $300,000,  as  appears  by  the 
report  of  the  City  Engineer,  hereto  annexed  as 
Appendix  A.  Charles  River  Bridge  is  in  some- 
what better  condition,  but  both  bridges  are  too 
coniracted  for  the  volume  of  travel  which  passes 
over  them. 

Since  this  matter  has  been  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee, the  number  of  cars  passing  through  Cause- 
way street  and  across  the  approaches  of  the  bridges 
has  nearly  doubled,  and  the  Union  Freight,  Rail- 
way has  been  granted  permission  to  lay  a  double 
track  on  said  street,  so  that  the  interruption  to 
travel  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  necessity  of 
a  remedy  has  become  very  pressing.  Besides  this, 
the  Fitchburg  Railroad  has  recently  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  adjoining  the  Charles  River  Bridge, 
with  the  intention  of  building  a  grain  elevator 
thereon,  which  must  undoubtedly  largely  increase 
the  number  of  trains  which  will  cross  lhat  end  of 
the  bridge. 

Such  being  the  nature  of  the  detentions,  it  ap- 
pears to  your  committee  that  there  is  but  one 
remedy,  and  that  is  to  have  the  approaches  to 
the  bridges  cross  Causeway  street  on  the  city  side 
and  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  on  the  Charlestown 
side,  at  a  sufficient  elevation  to  allow  freight 
cars  to  pass  underneath.  This  will  necessitate 
either  the  building  of  an  elevated  bridge  across 
Charles  River,  or  the  building  of  a  bridge,  with 
elevated  approaches. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  the  public  necessity 
and  convenience  demand  an  improvement,  the 
committee    have  carefally  considered    the    best 


method  by  which  the  object  may  be  attained.  At 
their  request  the  City  Engineer  has  prepared  two 
plans  by  which  the  desired  improvement  can  be 
made  in  two  different  ways,  copies  of  which  are 
annexed. 

The  first  contemplates  a  newdouble-df  ck  bridge 
between  the  two  present  bridges,  the  lower  deck 
being  intended  for  heavy-team  travel  and  the 
travel  between  the  railroads  and  the  wharves  on 
the  Boston  side,  and  the  wharves  and  railroads 
on  the  Charlestown  side.  The  upper  deck  is  in- 
tended for  lighter  vehicles  and  through  travel. 

This  bridge  has  two  oraws,  one  above  the  other, 
which  work  independently,  so  that  the  lower  may 
be  opened  to  allow  the  passage  of  tug  boats  and 
other  small  craft,  without  interrupting  tr..vel  on 
the  upper  deck.  It  is  estimated  that  the  upper 
draw  will  thus  be  opened  a  third  less  times  than 
the  lower.  The  estimates  for  building  this 
bridge  will  be  found  in  Appendix  B. 

The  second  plan  contemplates  the  widening  of 
Charles  River  avenue  and  the  present  Charles 
River  Bridge  to  eighty  feet  and  the  building 
of  an  elevated  structure  occupying  thir- 
ty-two feet  of  the  width  of  said  ave- 
nue from  City  square,  Charlestown  to  the 
Harbor  Commissioners'  line.  This  structuie 
is  elevated  twelve  feet  above  Water  street,  leav- 
ing head  room  for  teams  and  the  trains  on  the 
Fitchburg  Railroad  to  pass  underneath,  and  then 
descending  so  as  to  strise  the  present  grade  of 
the  bridge  at  the  Harbor  Commissioners' line. 
The  draw  will  be  a  double-slide  draw,  similar  to 
the  one  on  Federal-street  Bridge,  so  as  to  cause  as 
little  interruption  to  travel  as  possible.  The  ele- 
vated structure  practically  take  a  space  thirty- 
two  feet  in  width  out  of  the  centre  of  the  avenue, 
as  far  as  it  extends,  and  leaves  a  roadway  on  each 
side  twenty-four  feet  wide,  and  beyond  the  struc- 
ture leaves  the  bridgs  at  the  present  grade  and 
eighty  feet  wide. 

The  estimated  cost  will  be  found  in  appendix  C. 

This  plan  further  contemplatf  s  the  widening  of 
Charlestown  street  to  sixty  feet,  from  Hay  mar- 
ket square  to  Causeway  street. 

In  case  an  elevated  structure  should  be  consid- 
ered necessary  over  Causeway  stret  t,  similar  to  the 
one  at  the  Charlestown  end,  Charlestown  street 
would  then  be  widened  to  eighty  feet,  at  a  cost  of 
$110,000  and  of  $55,000  for  the  elevated  structure, 
in  addition  to  the  amounts  specified  in  Appen- 
dix C. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  work,  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  existing  bridges  and  the 
necessity  of  there  being  an  immediate  c  niuience- 
ment  of  whatever  work  may  be  determined  upon, 
the  committee  recommeud  that  the  accompany- 
ing plans  be  referred  to  three  commissioners, 
that  immediate  investigations  maybe  made  and 
the  results  laid  before  the  next  City  Government 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

They,    therefore,   respectfully  recommeud  the 
passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Chairman. 

Ordered— That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  be  authorized 
to  appoint  three  commissioners  to  serve  without 
pay  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  January, 
1881,  to  Lake  into  consideration  the  subject  of  im- 
proved bridge  communication  between  the  city 
proper  and  Charlestown,  and  report  at  the  earli- 
est practicable  moment  such  recommendations 
and  plans  as  they  may  diem  best. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Sent  down  for  concurience. 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 
[Appendix  A.] 
Office  of  City  Engineer,  Sept.  8, 1880. 

WARREN   BRIDGE. 

Estimated  cost  of  replacing  Warren  Bridge 
with  an  entirely  new  structure,  80  feet  In  width, 
with  double  sliding  draws  of  iron,  each  35  feet 
witle,  the  bridge  to  be  built  on  wooden  piles, 
with  a  stone. block  pavement,  is  $300,000. 

Henry  M.  Wigiitman,  City  Engineer. 
[Appendix  B.] 
Office  of  City  Engineer,  Sept.  8, 1880. 
Estimated  Coat  of  Sew  Bridge  to  Cliarlestovm, 
Ramparts,  Charlestown  side, complete..      #*G,0l7.5O 
"  Boston  ■•  ••  77.020.75 

Foundation  pier  of  chaw S5.UHi.0O 

Seven  other  piers 258,11-1. 00 

Two  end  foundations 7,100.00 

Twelve   foundation   posts   of    elevated 
road 3,4"2,iO 
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Filling,  paving,  fence,  etc.,  lower  road- 
way   IP. 171. 00 

Draw,  piers  and  buoys 15,000.00 

Fender. 11,200.00 

Quarters  for  men,  lighting,  displace- 
ment of  tidewater  and  fresh  water  to 

<lraw 10.125.00 

$558,390.25 
Add  15  per  cent,  for  contingencies 83,758.54 

S642.148.79 
Cost  of  superstructure 467,452.00 

Total  cost  exclusive  of  land  damages....  81,109,600.79 


Hexby  M.  Wighijias, 

Citj'  Engineer. 

Alderman  Caldweli— I  found  this  matter  before 
the  committee  when  I  went  upon  it.  They  have 
given  it  a  great  deal  of  attention,  but  have  not 
been  able  to  recommend  any  particular  plan; 
they  have  examined  two  plans  which  accompany 
the  report.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  if 
this  order  is  passed  and  the  Mayor  appoints  the 
■commission  it  will  bring  the  subject  before  the 
■City  Government  at  an  early  stage  next  year. 
They  are  further  (if  the  opinion  that  if  this  "goes 
to  the  next  City  Government  several  gentlemen 
-on  the  committee  will  be  new  members,  and  it 
will  be  necessary  for  them  to  go  over  the  whole 
ground  again.  The  Commissioners  are  to  report 
to  the  next  City  Government  whatever  plan  they 
adopt.  It  will  probably  not  be  necessary  for  them 
to  serve  a  year,  but  the  committee  thought  best 
to  state  some  time  in  which  they  should  serve. 
The  intention  is  for  those  gentlemen  to  report 
right  off. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petition  of  George  F.  Seaver 
and  otheis  for  the  restoration  of  Steam  Fire  En- 
gine No.  12  to  its  former  location  at  the  corner  of 
Dudley  and  Wirislow  streets;  also  the  petition  of 
A.  D.  Williams  and  others,  asking  that  the  action 
of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  in  transfer- 
ring the  above-mentioned  engine  to  the  hou^e  of 
Hook  and  Ladder  Truck  No.  4  at  Mt.  Pleasant  be 
sustained,  having  given  the  subject  careful  atten- 
tion, and  heard  the  petitioners  and  all  others  in- 
terested, beg  leave  to  report  as  folows: 

The  action  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  which 
called  forth  the  two  petitions  was,  in  fact,  an 
interchange  of  the  two  pieces  of  fire  apparatus 
from  their  respective  houses,  whereby  a  steam 
Are  engine  is  established  in  a  house  built  for  a 
hook  and  ladder  carnage,  and  vice  versa.  The 
incongruity  of  such  an  arrangement  becomes  ap- 
parent when  one  considers  that  each  house  was 
specially  constructed  to  accommodnte  the  kind  of 
apparatus  which  it  originally  contained,  and  al- 
terations more  or  less  extensive  are  necessitated 
by  the  change. 

The  great  objection  to  the  transfer,  however, 
as  expressed  by  the  petitioners  who  appeared  be- 
fore the  committee,  was  that  it  diminished  their 
means  of  protection  from  tire.  The  district  cov- 
ered by  Engine  No.  12,  in  its  original  location,  is 
a  particularly  bad  one,  as  regards  danger  from 
lire,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  wooden  build- 
ings, hotels,  shops  and  manufactories  of  an  in- 
flammable character  located  therein;  and. 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the 
danger  is  greater  in  that  district  than 
in  the  one  to  which  the  steamer  has  been 
removed.  The  committee  cannot  approve 
of  a  policy  of  uncovering  one  district  to  protect 
another,  particularly  when,  as  in  the  present  case, 
the  former  needs  all  the  protection  it  has.  The 
committee  believe  the  old  arrangement  to  be 
more  effective  and  practical,  and  that  it  was  bet- 
ter adapted  to  the  requirements  of  the  two  dis- 
tricts than  the  present  arrangement.  There  are 
a  Dumber  of  buildings  in  Mount  Pleasant,  such  as 
the  Home  of  the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor, 
and  the  Howard  Watch  Factory,  where  it  is 
imperative  in  case  of  fire  that  the  Inmates  should 
receive  first  attention,  to  accomplish  which  a 
supply  of  ladders  should  be  accessible,  and 
this  was  assured  under  the  old  arrangemeat. 
If  the  Fire  Commissioners  feel  that  better 
protection  from  the  dangers  of  lire  is  needed  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  the  committee  consider  that  it 
would  be  wiser  for  them  to  add  to  the  means 
already  at  their  disposal,  and  the  City  Council 
would  most  probably  accede  to  a  request  for  more 


apparatus;  but  the  committee  do  not  believe  that 
the  efficiency  ot  the  department  is  in  any  wav  in- 
creased by  the  change  the  Commissioners  have 
made.  They  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following  orders. 

For  the  Committee, 

"W.  Woolley,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  re-locate  in  their  former  locations 
respectively  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  12  and  Hook 
and  Ladder  Carriage  No.  4. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing an  additional  piece  of  fire  apparatus  in 
the  vicinity  of  Police  Station  No.  9. 

Alderman  Viles— I  would  inquire  if  we  can  or- 
der the  Fire  Commissioners? 

Alderman  Woolley— An  opinion  of  th"e  City  So- 
licitor accompanies'the  report,  and,  according  to 
it,  we  can 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

Hon.  John  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor:  Dear- 
Sir— Please  inform  me  whether  the  City  Counci1 
has  authority  to  direct  the  Fire  Commissioners 
to  station  a  steam  fire-engine  or  other  piece  of 
apparatus  in  a  particular  building  or  to  change 
the  b  cation  of  an  engine  from  one  building  to 
another,  and  oblige, 

Respectfully,  yours, 

Wm.  H.  Lee, 
Clerk  of  Committees. 

In  my  opinion,  the  City  Council  have  the  power 
to  determine  where  the  fire  engines  and  other 
fire  apparatus  shall  be  located  and  kept  when  not 
in  actual  use. 

J.  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor. 

The  order  was  passed.  Aldermaa  Woolley 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost.    Sent  down. 

CARE  OF  NEGLECTED  CHILDREN. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances: 
An  Ordinance 
In  Relation  to  Neglected  Children. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc.— 

Section  1.  Every  child  under  sixteen  years  of 
age,  who,  by  reason  of  orphanage,  or  of  the 
neglect,  crime,  drunkenness,  or  other  vices  of 
parents,  is  growing  up  without  education  or  salu- 
tary control,  and  in  circumstances  exposing  him 
or  her  to  an  idle  and  dissolute  life,  shall  be  or- 
dered to  such  institution  of  instruction  or  other 
place  as  may,  by  ordinance,  be  assigned  for  the 
purpose,  for  a  term  of  time  not  extending  beyond 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  for  males,  or  eighteen 
years  for  females. 

Sect.  2.  The  almshouse  at  Deer  Island  and  the 
Marcella-street  Home  are  hereby  assigned  as 
places  to  which  children  may  be  ordered  upon 
complaints  made  under  the  above  section  and 
chapter  283  of  the  acts  of  1866;  and  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  shall  have  and 
exercise  the  same  control  over  the  children  sent 
to  said  places  as  they  have  and  do  exercise  over 
children  sentenced  and  committed  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  182  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1825. 

Sect.  3.  Section  4  of  the  ordinance  relating  to 
the  repeal  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  neglected 
children,  as  printed  in  the  statutes  a>nd  ordi- 
nances of  1876,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Alderman  Breck — This  is  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance,  and  I  move  it  take  its  second  reading- 
tonight. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  think  this  ordinance  con- 
flicts with  the  order  which  we  have  been  trying  to 
obviate  this  afternoon.  I  think  the  ordinance 
provides  that  neglected  children  shall  be  sent  to 
Deer  Island.  That  is  one  of  the  objections  raised 
to  sending  poor  people  to  Deer  Island;  and  now 
we  propose  to  pass  an  ordinance  doing  exactly 
that  which  we  have  been  trying  to  obviate  for 
the  past  three  or  four  years. 

Alderman  Breck  —  Some  time  since  the  atten- 
tion of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  was  directed  to  the 
wants  of  neglected  children  by  Hon.  Mr.  Fay  of 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children.  The  Mayor  addressed  a  communication 
to  the  City  Council  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  request- 
ing of  them  the  adoption  of  an  ordinance 
that  would  answer  Mr.  Fay's  purposes,  which  was 
that  some  place  should  be"  designated  where  they 
could  assign  these  neglected  children,  as  there 
was  no  place  where  they  could  be  assigned   then. 
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The  matter  was  referred  to  a  sub-eoiniuirtee,  who 
consulted  the  judges,  and  the  ordinance  reported 
is  satisfactory  to  tberu.  So  I  think  there  can  be 
no  harm  ir.  passing  it. 

Aiderman  Flynn— I  would  ask  the  Alderman  if 
his  own  views  are  not  that  they  should  be  sent  to 
the  Mareella-stree  Hmne.  That  would  obviate 
the  necessity  of  sending  paupers  or  neglect>-d 
children  to  Deer  Island.  "The  Inland  then  would 
be  entirely  free  of  neglected  and  poor  children, 
and  they  would  all  be  centred  in  the  Austin 
Farm  and  Marcella-street  Home.  I  very  much 
dislike  to  have  the  neglected  children  sent  to 
Deerlslaud.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
Deer  Island  and  inserting  "Marcella-street  Home 
and  Austin  Farm.''' 

Aiderman  Viles— I  believe  there  are  no  children 
assigned  to  the  Austin  Farm,  as  that  is  for  old 
ladies.  Until  the  pauper  children  are  removed 
from  Deer  Island  they  will  be  sent  to  the  Alar- 
cella-street Home. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  understand  that  will  all  be 
done  within  two  or  three  weeks,  and  you  will 
have  passed  an  ordinance  which  you  will  have  to 
repeal  inside  of  three  weeks  if  we"  adopt  this  one. 
I  understand  tue  pauper  girls  are  to  be  removed 
from  D>-er  Island  to  the  Austin  Farm. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  understands  that  the 
Marcella-street  Home  has  been  enlarged  suffi- 
ciently to  accommodate  both  boys  and  girls. 

Alderman  Breck— I  believe  that  ordinance  is 
right.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  we  should 
amend  it.  I  think  the  time  will  soon  come  when 
the  children  will  be  removed  from  Deer  Island  to 
the  Marcella-street  Home,  or  any  oiher  place  des- 
ignated. This  matter  should  be  acted  upon  to- 
night. It  is  necessary  to  have  a  place  tc  send 
them  to.  Mr.  Fay  was  before  the  committee  and 
stated  theie  were  many  benevolent  institutions 
which  would  be  glad  to  take  these  children,  but 
they  had  no  right  to  send  them  to  them.  In  fact 
they  had  no  right  to  send  them  to  any  particular 
place.  They  are  not  paupers,  but  neglected  chil- 
dren, that  should  be  taken  care  of,  and  have  bet- 
ter influences  thrown  around  them  than  they 
have  at  home,  where  their  parents  do  not  care 
for  tbem  and  leave  thrm  to  ruu  around  the 
streets.  If  there  is  any  difficulty  about  this  ordi- 
nance it  can  be  remedied  hereafter. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  would  ask  if  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  City  Council  to  say  whether  these 
children  shall  go  to  private  institutions,  such,  for 
instance,  as  the  Home  for  the  Little  Sisters  of  the 
Poor,  and  the  Home  tor  Destitute  Children;  and 
whether  or  not  they  could  nor  be  put  there  and 
supported  as  well  as  to  send  them  to  Deer  Island  ? 
It  is  a  matter  I  would  like  to  see  laid  over  so  that 
it  can  be  amended  satisfactorily  to  the  Alderman 
and  the  Hoard  generally. 

Alderman  Breck— The  Alderman  asks  if  it  is  in 
the  i  ower  of  the  City  Council  to  send  these  neg- 
lected children  to  private  institutions.  1  will  in- 
form him  that  there  is  no  such  power.  This  is 
merely  to  dispose  of  them  so  as  to  get  them  into 
some  safe  place  until  some  means  may  be  pro- 
vided to  send  them  to  those  institutions.  The  di- 
rectors of  those  institutions  will  he  glad  to  take 
them,  but  we  have  no  power  to  send  them  there. 
I  have  no  objection  to  laying  it  over,  but  the  soon- 
er it  is  acted  on  the  better. 

Alderman  Slade— I  want  to  ask  the  Alderman 
whether  he  means  us  to  infer  that  all  neglected 
children  are  paupers?  Whether  there  are  not 
many  neglected  children  whose  parents  could 
take  care  "of  them? 

Alderman  Breck— These  are  ujt  paupers  at  all. 
They  are  simply  neglected  children.  Their  parents 
do  not  take  care  of  them,  because  of  drunkenness 
and  other  causes,  and  they  are  allowed  to  run 
around  in  the  streets.  They  are  not  considered 
paupers  at  all. 

Alderman  Caldwell — This  seems  to  be  a  more 
important  subject  than  appears  upon  the  face  of 
it.  As  they  are  not  paupers  or  criminals,  if  there 
is  any  other  place  where  tliev  can  be  sent  besides 
Deer  Island,  I  should  like  to  have  it  selected.  It 
seems  to  go  out  to  the  world  th„t  Deer  Island  is  a 
penal  institution,  and  if  tney  are  sent  there  it 
might  be  a  stain  upon  them  for  life.  Some  of 
those  children  may  become  good  men  and  women. 
I  should  prefer  to 'have  it  laid  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Breck— 1  suppose  the  words  "Deer 
Island''  weie  put  in  there  more  as  a  place  for  the 
time  being,  and  I  Mippose  it  would  be  as  well  to 
leave  them  out  and  send  them  to  the  Marcella- 
street  Home.  There  will  be  plenty  of  room 
there. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brack,  the  words  "Deer 


Island''  were  stricken  out  and  the  ordinance  as 
amended  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  BURRILL   CLAIM. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  order  directing  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  to  audit  for  payment  the 
draft  in  favor  of  Henry  W.  Paine,  assignee  of 
Charles  Burrill,  which  was  transmitted  to  biui  by 
the  Mayor  in  conformity  with  an  order  of  the 
City  Council,  approved  by  the  Mayor,  Sept.  12th. 
1864.  and  that  the  same  be  "paid,  according  with  the 
terms  and  provisions  oF  said  order,  beg  leave  to- 
report  that  no  such  order  was  passed  on  the  date 
mentioned,  and,  therefore,  the' order  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  ought  not  to  pass.  The 
committee  supposing,  however,  that  it  wa<  in- 
tended that  they  should  consider  whether  the 
sum  of  840,000  should  be  paid  t'  the  assignee  of 
Charles  Burrill,  in  conformity  with  an  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council  Sept.  12,  1870,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  have  considered  that 
question  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  such  pay- 
ment should  not  be  macJe. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  H  B.  Breck,  Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  aown. 

PERMIT  FOR     STEAM    EXGBE. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing a  permit  to  James  Malone  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  e-  gine  and  boiler  at  150  D  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

LMD    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  to  pay  David  H.  Jacobs  &  Son,  8427.18, 
for  building  steps  at  Jackson  avenue,  at  Lime 
alley  and  at  a  passageway  leading  to  the  estate 
of  John  Broderick.  on  Commercial  street,  to  con 
nect  them  with  said  Commercial  street,  upon  the 
grade  established  for  that  street  consequent  upon 
its  widening. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  J.  0.  Bullard  8180,  for 
land  taken  and  ail  damages  occasioned  by  the  re- 
location of  Western  avenue  at  Brighton.  Order 
passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  Sewer  Department  8824.65  for 
drains  built  at  473,  502,  506,  526  and  554  Com- 
mercial street,  Jackson  avenue,  Xorth  Townsend 
place,  Commercial  court  and  Lime  alley,  made 
necessary  by  the  widening  ol  said  Commercial 
street.    Passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stable  by  John  H.  Dix,  rear  347 
Beacon  street,  Ward  11.     Accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  to  occu- 
py stable  by  John  McDermott,  87  Condor  street, 
Ward  1.    Accepted. 

BONDS  OF  CITY   OFFICEBS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  bonds  of  city  officers  beg  leave  to  re- 
port that  i  hey  have  made  the  required  examina- 
tion, and  find  all  the  bonds  certified  as  correct  in 
form  by  the  City  Solicitor,  aud.with  the  exception 
of  that  ot  the  City  Treasurer,  furnished  with  suf- 
ficient sureties.  One  of  tne  sureties  on  the  Treas- 
urer's bond  is  dead  and  another  is  not  considered 
sufficient  by  the  committee. 

For  the  Committee, 

Clinton  Viles,  Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

THE     PROPOSED    NEW     FEHRY      AT    THE     FOOT     OF 
STATE  STREET. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  East"  BostoD 
Ferries,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of 
the  Citizens'  Tiade  Association  of  East  Boston 
and  numerous oi her  petitions  signed  by  leading 
citizens,  asking  the  city  to  purchase  a 
location  for  a  new  ferry  landing  for  the 
South  Ferry  near  the  foot  of  State  street, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  given  careful 
consideration  and  heard  the  petitions,  but  have 
been  unable  to  select  what,  in  their  opinion, 
would  he  a  st  itable  location.  They  therefore 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  whole  subject 
be  refened'  to  the  ne\r  city  Government. 
For  the  Committee, 

(.'LiNro.N  Viles,  Chairman. 
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Accepted    and    referred    accordingly.      Sent 
down. 

THE  ELECTION"  RETURNS. 

Alderoiau  Yiles  submitted  the  following : 
The  committee  appointea  to  examine'  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  on  the  14th  inst.  for  municipal 
officers,  and  who  are  allowed  further  time  in 
which  to  examine  and  count  the  original  ballots 
<:ast  in  the  whole  city  for  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
and  for  Common  Council  in  Wards  3,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 
.  12,  13,  15,  16,  19,  20,  have  attended  to  that  duty, 
and  submit  their  final  report:  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  following-named  persons,  having  a 
plurality  of  the  hallo's  cast,  are  chosen  to  their 
respective  offices  for  the  ensuing  municipal  year: 

MAYOR. 

Frederick  O.  Prince. 


ALDERMEN. 


Joseph  Caldwell, 
Lucius  Slade, 
Joseph  A.  Tucker, 
Hugh  O'Brien, 
George  Curtis, 
William  Woolley, 


C.  H.  B.  Breck, 
Clinton  Viles, 
Charles  H.  Hersey. 
Charles  V.  Whitten. 
Cyrus  S.  Haldeman, 
James  J.  Flyun. 


COMMON'    COUNCIL. 


Ward  13. 
Thomas  H.  Devlin, 
Charles  A.  Powers, 
Joseph  B.  Gomez. 

Ward  14. 
Albert  F.  Lauten, 
Howard  Clapp, 
Otis  D.  Dana. 

Ward  15 
Frank  F.  Fai  well, 
Henry  E.  Hoslev, 
William  E.  Bartlett. 

Ward  16. 
Isaac  Rosnosky, 
John  E.  Bowker, 
David  F.  Barrv. 

Ward  IT. 
Dudley  R.  Child, 
William  H.  Ford, 
Leander  Beal. 

Ward  18. 
Thomas  N.  Harr, 
Nathaniel  Brimbecom, 
Thomas  J.  Emery. 

Ward  19. 
Patrick  J.  Maguire, 
Jeremiah  J.  McNatnara, 
James  Teevan. 

Ward  20. 
William  C.  Fisk, 
Arthur  F.  Means, 
Joseph  P.  Coni  ell. 

Ward  21. 
Charles  E.  Pratt, 
Thomas  R.  Mathews, 
Nathan  G-.  Smith. 

II  a  rO  22. 
Michael  W.  Costello, 
Abraham  T.  Rogers. 

Ward  23. 
Alfred  S.  Brown, 
Nahum  M.  Morrison, 
Nelson  S.  Wakefield. 

Ward  24. 
Horace  H.  Clapp. 
Reuben  S.  Swan, 
Otis  Eddy. 

id  25. 
Bigelow. 


Ward  1. 
Clarence  P.  Lovell, 
Peter  Morrison, 
Jesse  M.  Gove. 

Ward  2. 
Daniel  J.  Sweeney, 
Christopher  P.  Conliu, 
Charles  F.  Qiigley. 

Ward  3. 
William  L.  Harding, 
Ma'thew  Walsh, 
Francis  J.  Murphy. 

Ward  4. 
Andrew  J.  Bailey, 
Otis  B.  Dudlev, 
Henry  W.  B.  Cotton. 

Ward  5. 
Francis  W.  Pray, 
John  P.  Hilton, 
Gt-orge  F.  Mullett. 

Ward  6. 
Philip  J.  McLaughlin, 
James  F.  Daly, 
Martin  S.  Mccormick. 

Ward  7. 
William  J.  Welch, 
John  A.  McLiugblin, 
John  Dohei  tv. 

Ward  8. 
John  B.  Fiizpatrick, 
John  J.  Boyle, 
Alaen  E.  Viles. 

Ward  9. 
Malcolm  S.  Greenough, 
Henry  Parkraan. 
James  W.Pope. 

Ward  10. 
Charles  Wheeler, 
James  G.  Freeman, 
Eugene  B.  Ha  gar. 

Ward  11. 
William  F.  Wharton, 
Charles  H.  Williams, 
George  L.  Huntress. 

Ward  12. 
William  H.  Whitrnore, 
Thomas  J.  Denney, 
Patrick  H.  Cronin. 

Wa 
Austin 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk 
be  directed  to  notify  the  foregoing  persons  of 
their  election. 

The  results  of  the  election,  as  exhibited  by  the 
returns  of  the  precinct  officer?,  and  by  the  re- 
count of  the  ballots  by  the  committee,  are  cor- 
rectly recorded  in  the  City  Clerk's  office,  and  ab- 
stracts of  the  totals  are  contained  in  tables  ap- 
pended to  this  report. 

In  making  their  examination  of  the  original 
ballots,  the  committee  were  surprised  to  notice  so 
manv  instances  of  negligence  or  carelessness  on 
the  part  of  the  precinct  officers  in  making  their 
returns  of  votes.  There  were  comparatively  few 
instances  where  the  returns  of  votes  by  the  pre- 
cinct officers  corresponded  with  the  number  of 
votes  cast,  and  the  Citv  Clerk  informed  the  com- 
mittee that  he  was  obliged  to  summon  over  fifty 
precinct  officers  before  him  to  correct  blunders 


or  omissions  made  iu  the  names  of  cai  didates. 
These  errors  appear  to  your  committee  to  be 
wholly  inexcusable,  for  certainly  the  nrecinct  offi- 
cers oueht  to  be  able  in  nine  or  ten  hours  of  duty 
hoc  only  to  count  five  or  six  hundred  ballots  accu- 
rately, but  to  verify  that  count  with  a  reasonable 
degree  of  certainty.  The  law  never  intended  that 
the  original  ballots  should  be  counted  by  two  sep- 
arate tribunals,  except  in  cases  of  a  grave  doubt. 
In  fact,  the  appeal  irom  the  board  of  precinct 
officers  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  in 
itself  often  an  incentive  to  fraud;  for  when 
it  is  understood,  as  it  generally  is  under  the  pres- 
ent system,  that  the  ballots  will  probably  be  re- 
counted by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  precinct 
officers  are  careless  about  their  own  returns,  and 
in  cases  where  they  themselves  are  candidates  for 
any  office  a  temptation  to  manipulate  the  ballots 
in  their  own  favor  is  too  hard  for  them  to  with- 
stand. Thus  a  decision  based  upon  the  ballots 
found  in  the  envelopes  signed  and  sealed  by  the 
precinct  officers  may  not  lie  really  in  accordance 
with  the  actual  vote  of  the  citizens.  The  fact  ihat 
the  Inspectors  of  Elections  are  appointed  from 
different  political  parties  may  prevent  fraudulent 
voting,  but  cannot  prevent  fraudulent  counting, 
so  long  as  the  warden  and  clerk  are  elected  from 
the  same  political  party. 

The  committee  fee!  called  upon  to  report  to  the 
Board  that  in  the  examination  of  the  ballots  for 
Mavor  thev  found  the  following  facts  iu  Precinct 
3  of  Ward  "13: 

The  whole  number  ol  ballots  for  Mayor  in  that 
precinct,  as  returned  by  the  precinct  officers,  was 
539,  of  which 

Frederick  O.  Prince  had  473,  and  S.  B.  Steb- 
bins  66. 

The  whole  number  of  ballots  found  in  the  sealed 
envelope,  which  was  properly  signed  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  City  Clerk,  was  274 — of  which  F.  O. 
Prince  had  219  and  S.  B.  Srebbins  55;  while  the 
voting  list  of  that  precinct,  which  wis  examined 
by  the  committee,  showed  that  450  names  were 
checked  ! 

This  exhibits  a  state  of  facts  consistent  not  only 
with  gross  carelessness,  but  with  probable  fraud. 

Fortunately,  so  far  as  the  vote  for  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  is  concerned,  it  makes  no  difference  in 
the  result  whether  the  returns  of  the  precinct 
officers,  or  of  the  number  of  ballots  in  the  envel- 
ope, are  accepted  as  correct.  So  far  a«  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  Common  Council  from 
Ward  13  is  concerned,  another  tribunal  can  pass 
upon  this  subject  if  so  disposed;  but  this  Board 
can  only  declare  the  result  as  exhibi'ed  by  the 
re'turns,  or,  if  a  recount  of  the  ballots  is  demand- 
ed, as  disclosed  by  said  ballots. 

In  counting  the  ballots  for  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  in  Wards  3  and  19,  the  committee 
were  obliaed  to  reject  some  votes,  because  the 
names  of  some  candidates  which  were  pasted 
over  other  names  also  obliterated  the  title  of  the 
office.    [Gen.  Stat.,  chap.  7,  sec.  13] 

The  committee,  in  accordance  with  requests 
duly  tiled  and  signed,  counted  the  ballots  cast  for 
wardens  and  clerks  in  Precinct  3  of  Ward  8,  and 
in  Piecincts  1,  2  and  3  of  Ward  13,  from  which  i 
appears  that  the  following-named  persons  seem 
to  be  chosen: 

Ward  Eight. 

Precinct  3 — Warden,  Daniel  F.  Egan. 

Clerk,  Richaid  P.  Harrington. 

Ward  Thirteen. 

Precinct  1 — Warden,  William  H.  Backman 

Clerk,  William  F.  Griffin. 
Precinct  2— Warden,  Edward  A.  Kennedy. 

Clerk,  James  f\  Quigley. 
Precinct  3— Warden,  Patrick  Willock. 
Clerk,  Matthew  J.  Barion. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  Matthew  J.  Barron,  who 
appears  to  be   elected    in  Precinct   3   of    Ward 
13    as    clerk,    served    in    that    capacity    at    the 
recent  municipal  election  in  said  precinct,  where 
the  ci oss  negligence  or  fraud   was  practised,  the 
committee  advise  that  the  City  Clerk  be   directed 
to  withhold  his  certificate  of   election    until  the 
facts  in  the  case  can  be  more  fully  determined. 
Clinton  Viles.  1 

F.  G.  Walbridge. 
Asa  H.  Caton. 

Wm.  Woolley.  f-  Committee. 

James  J.  Flynn. 
Lucius  Slade. 
George  L.  Thorndike. 
Read  and  accepted. 
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538 


yor. 


-Stebbics.- 
W'd  Tet.      Eec't. 
1,034 


i  to 

1,292 

1,224 

992 

425 

473 

472 

1,128 

1,645 

926 

804 

1.132 

754 

405 

1,380 

1.301 

463 

791 

684 

699 

511 


ooo 

742 

820 

641 

343 

297 

488 

924 

910 

1,442 

397 

291 

1,233 

833 

663 

1,019 

1,429 

671 

1,008 

1.385 

414 

1,084 

1,601 

510 


1,055 

529 

735 

808 

644 

333 

294 

494 

922 

907 

1.433 

375 

299 

1.112 

833 

663 

1,038 

1,434 

673 

1.019 

1.396 

406 

1,055 

1,580 

494 

20,531 


Total 21,245         21,112  20,734 

The  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Ward  returns.       Eecount. 

Caldwell 39,751  40.070 

Slade 38,945  381807 

Tucker 37,546  37.725 

O'Brien 22.966  22,968 

Breck 22,637  22.671 

Viles 22,547  22,615 

Hersey 22,493  22.341 

Wbitteu ...22,196  22.202 

Curtis 21.947  21.781 

Woollry 21.617  21533 

Balden  an 20,901  20,786 

Flvim 20.785  20,712 

Dexter 20,731  20,569 

Ai.thony 20,601  20.502 

Thompson 20,740  20,460 

Frost     20,801  20,458 

Hall 20,430  20.419 

Kendrieken 19,907  19.719 

Whidden 19.928  19,699 

Abbott 19.586  19.509 

■Whitmore 18.424  18,271 

In  the  ward  returns  there  were  50  votes  for  C. 
E.  Hersey,  instead  of  C.  H.  Hersey,  and  on  the 
recount  258;  332  ballots  bearing  the  name  of  Paul 
J.  Kendrieken,  instead  of  Paul  H.  Kendrieken, 
were  announced  in  the  ward  returns,  and  on  the 
recount  there  were  508.  These  votes  were  counted 
for  Charles  H.  Hersey  and  Paul  H.  Kendrieken. 
For  Common   Council. 

■WARD  THREE. 

Ward  Return.    Recount 

William  L.  Harding 878  852 

Matthew  Walsh 773 

Francis  J.  Murphy 707 

Hiram  I.  Nason 713 

Jeremiah  F.  MeCarty 568 

Dennis  J.  Sullivan 550 

John  M.Hall 101 


WARD  FIVE. 

Francis  W.  Pray 1.266 

George   F.  Mullett 821 

John  P.  Hilton  717 

John  R.  Murphy 717 

Edwin  Sibley 641 

ward  six. 

Philip  J.  McLaughlin 1 .12 ' 

James  F.  Daly 713 

Martin  S.  MeC'ormiek 665 

Andrew  A.  O'Dowd 574 

James  T.  Cassidv 506 

Allen  J.  Mclntyre 331 

Andrew  Burnett 243 

WARD  SEVEN. 

William  J.  Welch 1,162 

Jobn  A.  McLaughlin 1.141 

John  Doherty, 826 

Michael  F.  Aimstrong 616 

John  M.  Cunningham 2G2 

WARD  EIGHT. 

John  B.  Fitzpatrick S57 

John  J.  Bovle 831 

Aldtn  E.  Viles 734 

John  J   Cannon 714 

James  W.  fierce 530 

Hartson  A   Bacheller 412 

WARD  NINE. 

Malcolm  S.  Greenough 1.265 

Henrv  Parkman 1.236 

James  W.  Pope 679 

William  L.  Tucker 637 

WARD    TWELVE. 

William  H.  Whitmore 959 

Thomas  J.  Denny 930 

Patrick  H.  Cionin 918 


705 
699 
592 
570 
104 

1.280 
820 
725 
720 
641 

1.141 
703 
656 
565 
499 
336 
278 

1.166 

1,194 

793 

616 

263 

85^ 
819 
736 
709 
523 
416 

1.316 

1.301 
709 
662 

950 
922 
912 


John  D.  Mulchlnork 636  639 

John  A.  Davis 359  357 

Edward  A.  Story,  Jr 358  358 

WARD    THIRTEEN. 

Thomas  H.  Devlin 9E3  885 

Charles  A.  Powers 921  849 

Joseph  B.  Gomez 837  796 

Martin    T.  Folan 843  770 

Frederick  L.    Donnelly 817  684 

John  J.  Moore 646  578 

Peter  Lincoln 267  242 

Ellerv  T.  Knowles 247  230 

Charles  Blumberg 217  197 

WARD   FIFTEEN. 

Frank  T.  Farwell 961  951 

Henrv  E.  Hoslev 839  829 

William  E  Barflett 836  835 

Charles  W.  Donahoe 813  818 

William  Glynn 685  680 

PhilipP.  Connealy 620  620 

WARD  SIXTEEN. 

David  F.Barry ...1,067  1.065 

Isaac  Rosnosky 1,002  1.016 

JohnTavlor 916  890 

John  E.  Bowker 903  899 

Abraham  Firth 705  700 

B.F.  Dewing 566  567 

WARD  NINETEEN. 

James  Teevau 1,379  1.218 

P.  J.  Maguire 1.307  1.241 

0.  J.  Spenceley.., 1.009  905 

Jeremiah  J.  Mc^amara 892  966 

H.C.Pickering 672  671 

B.  F.  S.  Bullard 585  534 

WAUD   TWENTY. 

Joseph  P.  Connell 1 ,208  1 ,178 

Arthur  F.  Means .  1,087  1.147 

William  C.  Fiske 1,085  1,078 

John  J.  >~awn 1.051  1  047 

John  E.Ward.. 966  957 

James  Devine 866  850 

J.  Henry  Sears 130  73 

Alvin  E.  Bartlett 125  126 

Accepted. 

Aldermau  Viles  offered  an  order — That  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  James  L.  Hillard.  Assistant 
Clerk  of  Conimittees,  the  sum  of  forty  dollars, 
for  services  rendered  the  Committee  on  Election 
Returns;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Election  Expenses.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

SIAEKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  recommending  that  leave 
be  granted  Xathan  Kobbins  to  transfer  lease  of 
stalls  97  and  99  to  Isaac  Locke.    Accepted. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Joyce  to  he 
compensated  for  personal  injuries  received  while 
at  work  upon  the  new  sewer  in  South  Boston, 
having  given  the  matter  their  attention  and  heard 
the  petitioner,  would  respectfully  recommend 
that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
For  the  Committpe, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  H.  Carr,  to 
be  compensated  for  injuries  to  his  business,  occa- 
sioned by  tne  construction  of  the  new  sewer  in 
Dorchester  avenue,  South  Boston,  havin°- given 
the  matter  their  attention  and  heard  the  peti- 
tioner, would  respectfully  recommend  that  he 
have  leave  to  withdraw. 

For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

The  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage,to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Thompson 
to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  sustained 
while  at  work  on  the  new  sewe>-  iu  Dorchester, 
having  given  the  matter  their  attention  and 
heard  the  petitioner,  would  lespect'ullv  recom- 
mend that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw.  " 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

BILLS  ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Tucker,  from  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
Counts,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  1  hat  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  be  authorized  to  approve  the  bill  for 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  and 
invited  guests;  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Pa  sed. 
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Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  H.  D.  Parker,  dated 
Nov.  24,  1880,  for  $16.35,  be  paid,  and  charged  to 
the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Board   of  Aldermen. 

Passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Patrick  Murray  for  change  In  location  of  tele- 
phone pole  on  Western  avenue,  near  Market 
street,  Brighton;  Malachi  Kelly,  for  compensation 
for  grade  damages  to  his  estate,  20  Ward  street, 
Ward  22.     Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order— That  permission  be  granted 
to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  io  place 
eight  telegraph  poles  on  Swett  street;  said  poles 
to  be  placed  on  "-aid  street  in  the  positions  desig- 
nated by  red  circles  on  a  plan  drawn  by  I  homas 
W.  Davis,  City  Surveyor,  dated  Dec.  20,  1880,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.    Order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  oe  granted  to  the 
"Hoston  Cold  Storage  and  Freezing  Company"  to 
build  a  "rnn"  across  the  sidewalk  at  No.  24  East- 
ern avenue,  to  facilitate  the  delivery  of  ice  from 
the  cars  on  the  Marginal  Freight  Railroad  into 
•the  building  occupied  by  said  company  on  East- 
ern avenue;  the  sidewalk  to  te  occupied  for  said 
purpose  for  a  peried  not  exceeding  two  weeks 
from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Passf  d. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re 
quested  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  suit- 
able legislation  to  more  cleaily  define  the 
respective  liabilities  of  steam  and  street  rail- 
road corporations  for  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  bridges  over  streets  or  highways,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  381  section  21  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  1871,  and  of  chapter  372  section  95  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  1874. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

ST.   ELIZABETH'S  HOSPITAL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker,  the  Board 
took  from  the  table  the  report  and  order  refusing 
leave  to  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital  to  maintain  a 
hospital  near  Highland  Park.    (City  Doc.  122.) 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  the  order  was 
amended  liy  inserting  after  the  word  "use,"  tha 
words  "from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May 
next,"  and  as  amended  the  order  was  passed. 
Alderman  Viles  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

NEW  COURT  HO0SE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  resolves  of 
the  Common  Council  against  extravagant  ex- 
peniitures  ior  the  Court  House,  and  insisting  on 


the  appointment  of  a  joint  special  committee  to 
examine  into  this  subject,  were  taken  from  the 
table  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  report  in 
favor  of  providing  accommodations  in  the  New 
High  and  Latin  School  Building  for  the  evening 
high  school,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

GENERAL   MEETINGS  OF    VOTERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  order  for 
the  Mayor  to  petition  for  the  abolition  of  author- 
ity for  holding  general  meetings  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

Alderman  Slade— If  I  understand  this  matter 
correctly,  as  the  law  stands  at  present,  I  think 
twenty  persons,  or  at  any  rate  a  certain  number, 
can  petiiion  and  have  a  general  meeting  of  voters 
in  Faneuil  Hall,  and  have  the  Mayor  to  preside, 
and  the  City  Clerk  must  officiate.  It  is  an  old 
provision  of  the  charter  that  has  been  out  of 
sight  a  long  time,  but  still  it  is  liable  to  crop  out 
at  any  time,  and  it  is  thought  best  to  get  rid  of  it. 
I  think  the  order  should  be  passed. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

BARREL  WAGONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  petition  of 
J.  H.  Eames  and  others  for  a  modification  of  the 
ordinance  in  relation  to  the  width  of  vehicles  and 
their  loads  was  takpn  l rom  the  table  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

CITY   POINT  PARK. 

Alderman  Caton  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  to  appropriate  $110,000  for  purchase  of 
land  for  City  Point  Park.    (City  Doc.  111.) 

Alderman  Flynn— I  suppose  the  members  of  the 
Board  are  ready  to  vote  on  this  matter  this  after- 
noon and  pass  this  order. 

Alderman  Caton- I  would  state  that  if  the  or- 
der is  taken  from  the  table  I  will  move  to  refer  it 
to  the  next  City  Government. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  Alder- 
man Cator  moved  its  reference  to  the  next  City 
Government. 

Alderman  Flynn— After  having  made  a  very 
careful  canvass  of  this  Board,  I  am  satisfied  it  is 
impossible  to  secure  the  eight  votes  necessary 
for  the  passage  of  this  order.  In  order  that  it 
may  not  be  killed,  I  will  vote  with  the  Alderman 
to  refer  it  to  the  next  City  Government. 

The  order  was  referred'  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment.   Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  and 
stood  adjourned  to  Saturday  next  at  twelve 
o'clock  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    30,    1880. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 
4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Harvey  N.  Shepard,  Presidenc,  in 
in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

A  report  of  Street  Commissioners  on  the  no- 
menclature of  streets  (City  Dec.  141)  came  down 
to  be  placed  on  file.  The  Council  non-concurred, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  re- 
ferred the  report  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances.   Sent  up. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Keference  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  of 
the  ordinance  to  repeal  an  ordinance  relating  to 
contracts.    Concurred. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions, 
viz.: 

Of  John  Joyce,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received 
while  at  work  on  the  great  sewer. 

Of  Charles  H.  Carr,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  the  construction  of  said  sewer. 

Of  Robert  Thompson,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  while  at  work  on  said  sewer. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23,  it  was  voted 
to  suspend  the  rule  requiring  certain  classes  of 
orders  to  lay  over  for  their  second  reading. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Examination 
of  the  Bonds  of  City  Officers.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  recommending  the  reference  to  the  next 
City  Council  or  the  subject  of  the  location  of  a 
ferry  landing  at  the  foot  of  State  street.  Ac- 
cepted and  referred  accordingly,  in  concurrence, 

Report  and  order  for  the  appointment  of  a 
couiiniissiou  to  report  upon  the  best  plan  for  anew 
bridge  to  Charlestown.  On  motion  of  Mr. Pray  of 
Ward  5  the  Council  nonconcurred  in  fie  passage 
of  the  order  and  referred  the  subject  to  the  next 
City  Council.    Sent  up. 

Amendment  to  the  order  for  the  payment  of 
Deputy  Collectors  and  Clerks  in  the  Collector's 
Department  for  night  duty,  etc.,  by  striking  out 
Deputy  Collectors.    Concurred. 

Report  and  orders  concerning  the  verification 
of  payments  of  money  by  special  draft.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  James  L.  Hillard,  Assistant  Clerk 
of  Committees,  $40,  for  services  rendered  to  the 
Committee  on  Election  Returns.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  legislation 
to  more  clearly  define  the  liabilities  of  steam  and 
street  railroad  corporations  for  the  construction, 
etc.,  of  bridges  over  streets  or  highways.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Report  and  orders  for  transfers  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  of  §30,000  to  the  appropriation  for 
Roxbury  Canal  Improvement,  and  $600  each  to 
the  appropriations  for  the  Schoolhouses  at  Ash- 
mont  Station  and  Elmo  street.  Orders  passed  in 
concurrence— yeas  58,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Registra- 
tion of  "Voters  of  $2500.  Order  passed  in  concur- 
rence—yeas 58,  nays  0. 

Reference  to  the  next  City  Council  of  the  order 
for  a  loan  of  $110,000  for  City  Point  Park  (City 
Doc.  111).    Concurred. 

Report  that  the  payment  of  $40,000  to  the  as- 
signee of  Charles  Burrill  should  not  be  made,  and 
that  the  order  to  direct  the  Auditor  to  audit  the 
draft  in  favor  of  said  assignee  ought  not  to  pass. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Limiting  Municipal  Ependlturcs. 

Reference  to  the  next  City  Council  of  a  resolve 
and  order  for  the  Mayo--  to  petition  for  an  act  to 
limit  municipal  expenditure  to  $13  on  $1000. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  want  to  say  a  single 
word  on  that  order.  There  seems  to  have  been  a 
great  deal  of  talk— and  the  Alderman  who  intro- 
duced that  resolve  and  order  has  contributed  to  it 
—in  regard  to  the  rate  of  taxation  this  year.  As 
is  well  known,  the  rate  is  $15.20.  I  want  to  submit 
a  few  figures,  and  will  promise  not  to  be  lengthy, 
to  show  how  the  resolve  would  operate  if  it  had 
taken  effect  this  year.  Our  present  rate  is  $15.20, 
and  the  order  provides  for  a  rate  of  $13,  which 
would  be  a  reduction  of  $2.20  per  $1000.    Now,  in 


the  appropriation  bill  this  year  there  was  $593,000, 
which  by  the  statutes  is  assessed  for  the  Sinking 
funds.  Everyone  knows  that  could  not  be  reduced. 
There  is  an  item  of  $132,000  on  Hydrants, which  we 
are  ooliged  to  assess  in  consequence  of  an  agree- 
ment. The  item  of  interest  is  $1,624,000;  certainly 
the  Alderman  who  introduced  the  resolve  would 
not  favor  a  reduction  of  that.  The  item  for 
schools — entirely  out  of  our  control— is  $1,409,000. 
On  the  above  there  must  be  allowed  an 
item  of  four  per  cent,  for  non-collections, 
$152,000.  The  State  tax  was  $619,000,  which 
we  were  obliged  to  assess.  All  these  we  were  obliged 
to  provide  for,  and  they  make  $4,529,000.  The 
whole  amount  assessed  was  $9,466,896,  ana  tne 
items  I  have  mentioned,  which  could  not  be  re- 
duced, amounted  to  nearly  half  the  tax  levy.  To 
reduce  the  tax  levy  to  $13  per  $1000  would  have 
required  a  reduction  of  $1,400,000.  This  would 
have  to  be  made  on  the  balance  $4,897,806, 
and  at  $2  20  on  $1000  amounts  to  about 
thirty  per  cent,  reduction  on  that  amount. 
Now,  who  in  this  Council  would  say  that 
we  should  reduce  the  appropriations  com- 
prising the  $4,897,806  thirty  per  cent.? 
Could  we  have  taken  off  $40,000  from  the 
City  Hospital?  Members  of  the  committee 
know  it  could  not  be  done.  Could  we  have  taken 
thirty  per  cent.,  or  $100,000,  from  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, or  $250,000  from  the  Police  Department  ? 
Would  the  members  of  either  branch— even  the 
Alderman  who  offered  the  resolve — have  voted  to 
reduce  the  pay  of  the  firemen  and  police  ?  Could 
we  reduce  the  Health  Department  thirty  per 
sent.,  or  $100,000  ?  Could  we  have  reduce'd  the 
Lamp  Department — which  is  run  by  the  Alderman 
who  offered  this  resolve— thirty  per  cent.,  or 
$120,000  ?  Could  we  have  taken  $150,000  from  the 
appropriation  for  publiG  institutions  ?  I  simply 
bring  up  these  figures  to  show  the  absur- 
dity of  the  resolution,  and  no  one  knows 
it  better  than  the  Alderman  himself.  It 
seems  passing  strange  that  the  same  Alderman 
who  offered  this  resolve  is  the  one  who  in  1877 
brought  in  an  older  for  the  purchase  of  land  to 
carry  out  the  ontire  system  of  parks  recommended 
by  the  commissioners,  costing  ten  to  fifteen  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  and  stated  in  his  report  that  it 
would  only  cost  about  eighty-three  cents  on  $1000, 
year  by  year.  I  move  that  the  resolve  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  am  hacpy  to  sec- 
ond the  motion,  because  I  am  glad  to  find  that 
the  closing  official  act  of  our  distinguished  finan- 
cial associate  has  been  given  to  puncturing  the 
bubble  which  has  been  blown  up  in  the  other 
branch.  My  own  private  opinion  has  been  the 
same  as  the  one  which  he  has  expressed— that 
these  attempts  to  show  where  great  savings 
ought  to  have  been  made  amount  to  but  little. 
I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  see  it  so  satisfactorily 
and  fully  shown  by  a  member  of  this  body,  that 
this  idle  talk  about  retrenchment  may  be  first-rate 
capital  for  candidates  before  the  election,  and 
tha't  after  election  it  is  generally  dropped.  But 
in  this  case  the  attempt  was  made  after  election 
to  commit  this  Council  and  perhaps  the  next,  to 
some  purely  imaginary  scheme  of  economy.  It  is 
with  pleasure  I  second  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  23. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 
Mr.  Coe  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.    Lost. 

Fire  Department. 

Report  and  orders  for  the  Fire  Commissioners 
to  locate  in  their  former  locations  Steam  Fire 
Engine  12  and  Hook  and  Ladder  Carriage  4.  and 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing  ail  ad- 
ditional piece  of  fire  apparatus  near  Police  Sta- 
tion 9. 

Mr.  Coe  of  Ward  23—1  should  like  to  hear  from 
some  member  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment as  to  the  necessity  for  their  action. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— If  nobody  responds 
I  shall  move  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  next  City 
Government,  because  I  have  already  seen  in  the 
newspapers  of  yesterday  and  today  counter 
statements  against  interfering  with  the  work  of 
the  Fire  Commissioners,  and  the  principle  of  in- 
terfering with  them  is  too  important  to  be  acted 
upon  at  this  time  without  further  explanation. 
If  it  goes  to  the  next  City  Government,  they  will 
consider  the  subject,  and  it  the  action  is  proper 
it  will  probably  bo  carried  out  next  year. 

Mr.  Bowker  of  Ward  16  seconded  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  17— In  courtesy   to  the 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
I  did  not  rise  to  respond  to  the  call.  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  it  is  really  a 
serious  matter  to  interfere  with  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners, as  the  people  have  seen  tit  to  es- 
tablish a  commission  to  run  the  Fire  De- 
partment. The  committee  gave  this  matter  a 
thorough  investigation,  and  there  are  certain 
things  connected  with  the  Fire  Department 
which,  to  some  of  the  committee,  seem  absolute- 
ly necessary,  and  upon  which  men  differ  very 
much.  As  you  see  in  the  report,  speaking  of  the 
high  buildings  in  that  immediate  vicinity  where 
the  engine  was  located,  it  seems  tome  very  impor- 
tant that  a  ladder  carriage  should  Lie  located 
there.  I  understand  there  are  something  like  160 
inmates  in  that  high  building,  in  which  the  stair- 
ways are  perhaps  not  the  best,  according  to  re- 
ports. Tne  committee  talked  all  these  matters 
over  and  thought  the  old  location  gave  the  best 
protection  to  all  the  citizens  and  the  property  in 
that  district.  This  reference  to  the  next  City 
Government  is  a  matter  which  I  had  in  my  own 
mind,  so  that  the  Commissioners  could  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  sta- 
tioning more  apparatus  in  that  vicinity;  and 
if  they  report  in  favor  of  it,  I  think  the  next  City 
Government  will  certainly  vote  to  establish  at 
least  a  Babcock  engine  there,  if  not  a  steamer. 
If  any  committee  will  go  over  that  ground  and 

five  the  subject  the  attention  this  committee  did, 
think  they  will  see  the  necessity  for  a  carriage 
there.  There  is  no  ladder  there  from  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  to  Station  9  until  you  get 
out  to  the  Dorchester  District.  If  those  ladders 
were  located  on  the  hill,  they  would  cover  the 
territory  now  uncovered.  The  committee  thought 
there  should  be  some  ladders  located  there,  and 
that  is  the  reason  they  made  this  report.  I  should 
hesitate  to  take  the  ground  that  we  should  inter- 
fere with  the  Fire  Commissioners,  for  it  is  a  seri- 
ous matter  to  report  in  opposition  to  what  they 
want.  I  heartily  indorse  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  next  City  Government. 

Air.  Kendricken  of  Ward  20—1  am  pleased  to 
see  the  course  this  debate  has  taken.  Living  as  I 
do  between  the  two  distiicts,  I  know  the  desires 
of  the  citizens  in  the  neighborhood,  and  I  think  it 
better  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Government. 
I  believe  that  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  every-' 
body. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment.   Sent  up. 

School  Committee. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  the  repeal 
of  the  present  statute  creating  a  School  Board, 
and  for  the  enactment  of  a  statute  providing  that 
said  board  shall  consist  of  fifty  members  so  ar- 
ranged that  one  member  shall  be  chosen  from 
each  ward  for  two  years;  and  that  the  care  of 
schoolhouses  and  buildings  be  restored  to  the 
City  Council. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  move  the  reference 
of  that  order  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion. It  is  an  exceedingly  important  one,  and 
should  be  very  carefully  considered.  I  am  very 
glad  that  this  question  is  being  agitated,  but  I 
think  the  Council  are  hardly  ready  to  indorse 
such  an  order  wiihout  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  move  that  this  matter 
be  indefinitely  postponed.  I  thiDk  it  will  be  going 
too  far  for  tbisCouncil,  after  its  experience  of  a 
year,  to  say  even  by  a  reference  to  the  next  City 
Government,  in  this  way,  that  it  indorses  this 
plan  of  returning  to  the  old  School  Board  system. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  think  the  agitation  of  the  ques- 
tion of  our  public  schools  should  be  encouraged, 
perhaps.  There  are  some  further  orders  to  come 
before  us,  and  I  was  hoping  they  would  be  dis- 
posed of  in  such  a  way  that  the  discussion  of 
them  may  be  kept  belore  the  public.  I  think 
there  will  be  hardly  any  risk  that  in  referring  it 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  we  shall 
be  saying  that  it  is  a  matter  which  we  agree  to. 

Mr.  Bailey — There  is  one  difference  between  re- 
ferring it  to  the  committee  at  the  present  time 
and  referring  it  to  the  same  committee  two 
months  ago.  If  there  was  any  possibility  that 
the  committee  could  report  to  this  Council, 
then  I  would  be  willing  to  refer  it.  But  this 
is  the  last  meeting  oil  the  year,  and  in 
referring  this  matter  to  the  Government  of 
next  year,  this  Council  really  says  there  is 
somethirjg  in  this  plan  thay  ought  to  consider. 
Now  1  am  unwilling  to  say  that  we  should  return 
to  the  old  plan  of  School  Committee.  I  am  will- 
ing to  vote  for  an  order  to  consider  a  change  in 


the  plan  of  the  School  Committee,  but  to  refer 
this  order  is  virtually  saying  we  indorse  this 
plan;  and  that!  am  not  willing  to  do. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  would  suggest  that  the  gentle- 
man draw  some  amendment  of  the  character  he 
su  gests. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  motion  to  indefinite- 
ly postpone  will  prevail,  because  it  seems  to  be 
the  proper  one.  This  Council  is  now  in  its  last 
hours,  and  certainly  has  not  given  any  attention 
to  this  subject.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  gives  a  inatier  brought  in  at  this  late 
hour  too  much  attention  by  desiring  to  have  it  re- 
ferred to  a  committee.  It  ought  not  to  be  consid- 
ered at  this  late  day,  but  Indefinitely  post- 
poned. This  Council  ought  not  to  go  out  by  re- 
ferring to  the  next  City  Council  a  matter  which 
casts  a  slur  upon  the  present  school  system.  I  do 
not  like  the  present  system,  and  opposed  its  es- 
tablishment; but  1  do  not  think  we  ought  to  cast 
a  reflection  upon  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  City 
Government  at  this  late  day.  I  think  it  better  to 
adopt  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14, 
and  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  will  be  here 
next  week  he  will  have  an  opportunity  to  draw 
and  offer  such  an  order  as  he  would  like. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
indorsing  the  proposition.  I  should  probably  not 
do  so.  But  it  occurred  to  me  that  the  reference 
would  continue  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic to  the  matter,  and  as  perhaps  enough  has  been 
said  to  assist  in  continuing  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  by  the  public,  I  will  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Case  of  Neglected  Children. 

The  ordinance  in  relation  to  neglected  children. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  called  attention  to  an 
error  in  the  wording  of  the  third  section  and 
offered  an  amendment  to  correct  it,  so  that  it 
would  read  "section  four  of  the  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  House  of  Reformation  as  printed  in  the 
statutes  and  ordinances  of  1876,"  etc. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Sweeney,  Sr.,  of  Ward  2  thought  they  were 
acting  a  little  fast,  and  that  the  ordinance  was 
not  understood.  He  moved  to  refer  to  the  next 
City  Council. 

Mr.  Wharton— The  statutes  aud  ordinances  of 
1876  provide  that  a  judge,  on  certain  facts  being 
proved,  may  order  a  neglected  or  destitute  child 
sent  to  such  place  as  the  city  shall  assign.  The 
old  ordinance  assigned  Deer  Island  as  the 
place,  but  the  judges  of  the  Municipal  Court 
of  the  city  proper,  and  several  others  before 
whom  complaints  were  brought,  thought  it  was 
necessary  to  have  an  ordinance  or  by-law  of  the 
city  under  which  orders  could  be  made,  and 
they  therefore  refused  to  entertain  complaints  as 
regards  neglected  children.  The  question  was 
referred  to  a  sub-committee  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  after  consulting  with  the  judges 
we  were  convinced  that  it  was  necessary  to  pass 
such  an  ordinance  or  by-law,  and  we  have  drawn 
one  under  which  complaints  can  be  entertained. 
Then  we  changed  section  4  of  the  ordinance  in  re- 
lation to  House  of  Reformation,  making  it  section 
2  of  this  ordinance,  with  such  verbal  alterations  as 
were  necessary  to  make  the  ordinance  more  sim- 
ple. The  committee  assigned  Deer  Island  and 
the  Marcella-street  Home,  but  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen struck  out  the  provision  relating  to  Deer 
Island.  The  ordinance  is  simply  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  statute  of  1866,  which  all  of  us  here- 
tofore supposed  were  sufficiently  provided  for. 

Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  8  said  he  did  not  under- 
stand the  matter  and  hoped  it  would  be  referred. 

Mr.  Bailey  explained  that  if  the  ordinance  was 
unchanged  it  would  be  left  so  that  a  Brighton 
judge  could  send  a  neglected  child  to  Marcella- 
street  Home,  and  a  Boston  judge  could  not,  sim- 
ply because  of  a  difference  of  construction  put 
upon  the  statute  by  the  judges. 

Mr.  Christal  insisted  that  the  matter  was  not 
plain. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  sub-committee  had  no 
doubt  done  their  work  correctly  and  well,  and  the 
matter  had  received  the  approval  of  all  members 
of  the  committee.  There  has  been  no  change  in 
principle,  and  the  working  of  the  law  will  be 
Getter. 

Mr.  Sweeney  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer,  be- 
ing satisfied  with  the  explanation. 

Mr.  Christal  renewed  the  motion  to  refer,  which 
was  lost. 

The  ordinance  as  amended  was  passed.  Sent 
np. 
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Expenditures  of  School  Committee. 

Amendment  to  the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  pe- 
tition for  an  act  requiring  the  School  Committee 
to  confine  its  expenditures  to  the  appropriations 
furnished  by  the  City  Council,  by  adding  certain 
amendments  to  the  school  laws,  as  specified  in 
said  order. 

Mr.  Bailey  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone, 
thinking  it  inexpedient  to  go  into  a  criticism  of 
the  School  Committee  now. 

Mr.  Coe  suggested  that  the  Council  now  concur 
in  the  amendment,  to  which  Mr.  Bailey  agreed, 
and  the  Council  so  voted.    Sent  up. 

EXTENSION  OF  HIGHLAND   PARK. 

The  report  of  the  Park  Commissioners  on  the 
subject  01  the  purchase  of  the  St.  Elizabeth  Hos- 
pital estate  and  its  addition  to  Highland  Park, 
being  the  special  assignment,  was  called  up  by 
Mr.  Whiimore. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

RECORD    COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  presented  the  fifth  report  of  the 
Record  Commissioners  (City  Doc.  105),  which  was 
sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PEESEXIE1'. 

By  Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9— Petitions  of  John 
Blair,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  insecure  condition  of  sidewalk  at  9S 
West  Cauton  street,  Dec.  5th,  instant;  Ellen  M.  J. 
Daley,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  account  of  insecure  condition  of  side- 
walk at  20S  Shawmut  avenue,  Dec.  3,  instant; 
John  J.  Nevins,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries 
received  on  account  of  insecure  condition  ot  side- 
walk 407  East  Third  streer,  Dec.  1,  instant.  Sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 
Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8— Petitions  of 
Thomas  Keyes  tor  leave  to  erect  wooden  building 
on  A  street,  Ward  13,  and  Lockwood  Manufac- 
turing Company  for  leave  to  add  to  a  wooden 
building  on  73  to  79  Sumner  street,  Ward  2.  Sev- 
erally referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Christal  of  Ward  S— Petition  of  Boston 
&  Lowell  Railroad  Company  et  al.,  to  the  Street 
Commissioners,  that  the  name  of  Minot  street,  m 
Ward  8,  he  not  changed  as  proposed,  and  asking 
for  a  hearing  thereon.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 
Sent  up. 

MEDICAL  ATTENDANCE  FOR  THE  POOR. 

Mr.  Sawyer  of  Ward  24  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

City;  of  Boston,  ( 

In  Common  Council,  Dec.  30, 1880. ) 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Treatment  of 
the  Poor,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of 
L.  D.  Welby  and  others,  and  William  J.  O'Brien 
and  others,  asking  the  city  to  adopt  measures  for 
furnishing  medicines  and  medical  attendance 
free  to  the  poor,  having  considered  the  subject, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the*following  report: 

At  a  hearing  given  upon  the  subject,  notice  of 
which  was  sent'to  Welby  and  O'Brien,  the  latter 
only  appeared.  A  letter'f  rom  Welby  was  received, 
hovever,  stating  that  he  was  unable  to  attend, 
having  other  business  of  an  urgent  nature,  and 
not  having  acquired  a  competency,  he  was 
obliged  to  work  during  the  daytime,"  and  could 
not  attend  committee  meeting's  except  in  the 
evening.  As  Mr.  Welby  in  reality  is  in  the  city's 
employ,  his  plea  of  inability  should  not  be  admit- 
ted, for  he  could  certainly  have  opportunity  of 
responding  to  a  committee's  call  if  he  desired  to 
do  so.  The  committee  consider  that  his  indiffer- 
ence was  such  as  to  warrant  them  in  giving  his 
petition  no  further  attention. 

O'Brien's  \iews  upon  the  subject  were  evident- 
ly the  outgrowth  of  a  case  iu  his  own  experience 
which  he  related  to  the  committee  substantially 
as  follows:  He  lives  in  South  Boston,  and  about  a 
year  ago  two  of  his  children  were  taken  sick  with 
what  was  supposed  to  be  typhoid  fever.  O'Brien 
went  to  Station  6,  to  leave  an  order  for  a  physi- 
cian from  the  Boston  Dispensary  to  attend  them. 
The  order  box,  however,  had  been  removed  at 
the  time  the  station  house  was  rebuilt,  and  he 
was  therefore  obliged  to  call  at  the  dispensary 
the  following  morning  and  ask  that  a  physician 
might  be  sent  to  his  house.  The  physician  ar- 
rived soon  afterwards  but  declined  to  render  any 
service  until  he  was  paid  a  fee  of  twenty-five  cents. 
O'Brien  could  not  pay  the  fee,  consequently  his 
children    received   no   medical    attendance,  but 


subsequently  recovered  from  their  sickness.  This 
was  the  case  as  stated  by  O'Brien,  but  from  its 
air  of  improbability,  and  as  upon  investigation 
by  a  member  of  the  committee  the  facts  were 
found  to  be  at  variance  with  the  statement,  the 
committee  do  not  consider  it  worthy  of  credence. 
Tour  committee  had  also  present  at  their  meet- 
ings the  City  Physician,  the  visiting  physicians 
employed  bv  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  sev- 
eral that  are  attached  to  the  Boston  Dispensary. 
The  unanimous  testimony  of  these  physicians  was 
to  the  effect  that  every  urgent  case  of  sickness 
brought  to  their  notice  by  day  or  night  receives 
immediate  medical  attention,  whether  the  pa- 
tient is  able  to  pay  or  not.  t'nder  the  plan  of 
the  Boston  Dispensary,  the  city  proper  (including 
East  Boston  and  South  Boston)  is  divided  into 
districts,  which  are  cared  for  by  different  physi- 
cians, who  can  be  summoned  through  order  boxes 
located  in  the  several  districts.  It  is  at  present 
the  custom  to  charge  a  nominal  sum  of  ten 
cents  for  medicines  furnished  from  the  dispen- 
sarv,  but  the  physicians  make  no  charge  for  their 
services.  If  they  are  satisfied,  as  they  often 
are,  that  the  person  applying  is  able  to  pay  for 
medical  advice,  etc.,  and'  the  case  does  not  de- 
mand immediate  attention,  they  refer  him  to 
some  phvsician  not  attached  to  the  dispensary, 
but  it  ha"s  not  .>  et  been  shown  that  an  urgent  case, 
requiring  immediate  treatment,  has  suffered  from 
neglect  on  account  of  inability  to  pay  for  such 
treatment.  The  system  of  charging  for  medicines 
furnished  at  the  Boston  Dispensary  was  adopted 
in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year  for  the 
double  purpose  of  adding  to  the  almost  exhaust- 
ed finances  of  the  institution  and  checking  if  pos- 
sible the  known  abuses  of  this  admirable  charity; 
and  it.  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  experiment 
has  been  entirely  successful. 

There  are  other  dispensaries  of  a  similar  char- 
acter in  the  city,  besides  various  institutions 
where  the  poor  can  apply  for  relief  in  case  of 
sickness,  and  a  list  of  the  more  important  is 
given  here,  together  with  the  number  of  patients 
treated  gratuitously  in  each  during  the  year  1S79. 
Although  incomplete,  it  will  serve  to  indicate 
what  is"~being  done  in  our  city  for  the  relief  of  the 
sick  poor : 

Patients 
Institution.  Treated. 

Boston  Dispensary 84.G84 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital 18.960 

Horr.oeoDatb.ic  Dispensary 11.S26 

Ciry  Hospital 10.309 

Eye  and  Ear  InfLrrnarv 9.559 

>TewEntland  Hospital 5.212 

Carney  Hospital 1.194 

Charlestowii  Dispensary 1 .041 

Children's  Hospital 155 

Roxbury  Charitable  Society 100 

Total 93 .040 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
have  furnished  free  medicines  and  treatment  to 
88S  poor  families  in  East  Boston,  Charlestown, 
Roxbury  and  Brighton,  and  also  provide  for  the 
relief  of  those  in  \\  est  Roxbury.  Among  other 
institutions  in  the  city  to  which  the  sick  poor 
may  apply  for  relief,  are  the  Dispensary  for  the 
Diseases  "  ot  Women,  Dispensary  for  Children, 
Adams  Nervine  Asylum,  St.  Mary's  Asylcm, 
St.  Luke's  Home,  St.  Joseph's  Home,  House  of 
the  Good  Samaritan,  and  the  Channing  Home. 
With  the  exception  of  the  City  Hospitaf  and  the 
work  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  all  of  the  in- 
stitutions-named are  supported  by  private  con- 
tributions. 

There  is  scarcely  a  charitable  society  in  Boston 
that  does  not,  to  a'  greater  or  less  extent,  furnish 
medical  advice  and  medicines  free  to  the  poor 
living  within  the  limits  of  its  special  field  of  labor, 
and  ft  is  also  true  that  almost  every  physician  in 
active  practice  has  a  list  of  non-paying  patients 
more  or  less  extensive.  The  Committee  on 
Health,  in  their  report  upon  this  subject  the  pre- 
sent year  (City  Doc.  No.  05,  1SS0),  after  stating 
that  there  are  nineteen  free  hospitals  and  dis- 
pensaries in  the  city,  established  for  the  general 
and  special  treatment  of  disease  among  the  poor, 
say— 

••When  we  consider  that  beside  all  this,  there  is 
hardly  any  physician  who  is  nor  often  called  upon 
to  give  his  services  to  those  from  whom  he 
neither  expects  nor  asks  anything  in  return,  it 
seeins  that  there  is  even  an  excess  of  provision 
for  medical  relief  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  that 
the  order  is  not  called  for  by  any  existing  de- 
ficiency." 

Your  committee  are  therefore  led  to  conclude 
that  the  methods  at  present  employed  for  the  re- 


6  95 


COMMON       COUNCIL 


lief  of  the  sick  poor  of  the  city  ate  ample  and  ef- 
fective, and  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  addi- 
tional provision  in  this  direction,  still  less  for 
any  appropriation  on  the  part  of  the  city.  If  any 
change  is  contemplated  it  would  seem  that  a 
more  rigid  system  of  examination  of  applicants 
should  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  many  abuses 
and  impositions  which  continually  occur  at  many 
of  these  institutions.  The  committee  liud  that 
they  are  supported  in  their  opinions  by  the  views 
of  members  of  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical 
Improvement,  by  whom  the  subject  was  discussed 
at  a  recent  meeting.  One  member  gave  as  his 
opinion  that  "indiscriminate  medical  charity 
works  an  injury  to  the  poor,  lessens  their 
self-respect,  is  a  fraud  on  the  part  of 
many  recipients,  and  serves  to  bring  into  disre- 
pute the  work  of  a  noble  profession."  [Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  Dec.  23,  1880. 

It  should  also  be  stated  in  this  connection  that 
the  City  Council  is  not  empowered  to  expend 
money  for  furnishing  medicine  and  medical  at- 
tendance free,  except  through  the  present  estab- 
lished channels,  as  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  the 
City  Hospital  and  other  institutions. 

The  committee  are,  therefore,  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  any  action  on  the 
Subject,  aud  they  recommend  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw.  The  committee  believe, 
.however,  that  it  would  be  a  convenience  and  an 
advantage  to  the  poor  of  South  Boston  to  have 
the  dispensary  box  relocated,  as  heretofore,  at 
the  police  station  houses,  and  if  this  suggestion 
meets  the  views  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Dis- 
pensary, they  have  no  doubt  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners will  willingly  afford  the  necessary  facili- 
ties. For  the  Committee, 

Henry  ]St.  Sawyer. 

Accepted,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Coe  of  Ward 
23,  ordered  printed.    Seut  up. 

GRACE     MISSION     SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  accompanying  petition  of  the 
Grace  Mission  Society  for  the  use  of  wardroom 
of  Ward  3  for  benevoleDt  purposes,  having  con- 
sidered the  request  of  the  petitioners,  beg  leave 
to  report  in  favor  of  the  granting  of  the  same, 
and  would  ask  for  the  passage  of  the  following 
order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Howard  Clapp. 

Ordered— That  the  use  of  wardroom  of  Ward  3 
be  granted  the  Grace  Mission  Society  until  such 
time  as  they  shall  lind  a  permanent  location,  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  shall  direct. 

Order  passed.    Sent  up. 

CUSTODY    OF    EASTERN-AVENUE    WHARF. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  order  in  regard  to  the  change  of 
custody  of  Eastern-avenue  wharf  from  the  de- 
partment of  Public  Buildings  to  the  Directors  of 
East  Boston  Ferries,  beg  leave  to  report  favora- 
bly to  the  change,  and  would  ask  for  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Howard  Clapp. 

Ordered,  Th\t  on  and  after  Jan.  1,  1881,  East- 
ern-avenue wharf  be  and  hereby  is  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries. 

Order  passed.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Mrs.  M.  J.  Edgarton  to  be 
paid  for  personal  injuries  received  on  Berkeley 
street,  having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw. 

For  the  Committee, 

Henry  W.  Swift. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  A  DECEASED  EMPLOYE. 

Mr.  Pray  ot  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  Hannah  Ben- 
nett $22.53,  the  amount  of  wages  due  the  late 
Caleb  Bennett,  an  employe  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, who  has  died  since  the  pay  roll  was  made 
up.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

BEMOVAL  OF  HOUSE    OFFAL    FROM    EAST  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Health  be  and  they  are  hereby  au- 


thorized to  contract  with  J.  N.  Dunning  of  Re- 
vere, for  the  collection  and  removal  of  house 
offal  from  East  Boston  for  the  term  of  three  years 
from  Jan.  1,  1881,  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per  year;  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Health. 

The  order  was  read  a  sscond  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  desired  some  explanation. 

Mr.  Pray  explained  that  it  was  a  customary 
contract,  that  the  presens  one  was  about  to  ex- 
pire and  this  is  for  a  new  one.  The  work  can  be 
done  much  cheaper  than  if  the  city  undertook  it. 
The  order  comes  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
who  advertised  for  proposals.  The  contract  was 
awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder  who  looked  it  over 
and  backed  out;  the  next  lowest  bidder  did  the 
same  and  this  gentleman's  bid  was  the  next  low- 
est and  he  has  given  bonds  satisfactory  to  the 
committee.  The  bid  of  the  present  contractor 
was  $2000. 

Mr.  Whitmore  expressed  himself  satisfied  with 
the  explanation. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

UNFINISHBD   BUSINESS  REFERRED. 

Mr.  Cliristal  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order— That 
all  matters  ot  an  unfinished  nature  in  the  hands 
of  the  several  joint  standing  committees  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Council. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  G  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting "and  special"  after  "joint  standing." 
Lost. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

DOCUMENTS  TO  BE  BOUND. 

Mr.  O'Dowd  of  Ward  6  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Messenger  cause  all  the  documents  and 
reports  of  proceedings  of  the  year  to  be  bound, 
and  to  furnish  each  member  of  the  City  Council 
and  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  with 
one  copy  each;  the  expense  ot  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

POWERS  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL    IN  THE  LOCA- 
TION OF  DEPARTMENTS,   ETC. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  on  the 
power  of  the  City  Council  of  one  year  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  committees  of  the  two 
branches  and  delegate  to  them  powers  granted 
by  the  Legislature  to  the  city,  so  as  to  bind  the 
Citv  Councils  of  subsequent  years. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  City  So- 
licitor upon  the  rights  of  the  Common  Council  in 
the  matter  of  the  assignment  of  rooms  in  the 
public  buildings,  aud  also  in  regard  to  any  other 
matter  affected  by  his  opinion,  as  read  at  the 
meeting  of  Dec.  23. 

Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  hereby  re- 
quests the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  de- 
lay all  action  in  respect  to  changing  the  assign- 
ment of  any  room  in  City  Hall  until  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Solicitor  has  been  expressed  as  to  the 
force  of  any  existing  ordinances  on  the  subject. 

The  orders  and  resolve  were  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading  and  put  upon  their  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— i  heard  a  tew  voices  in  the 
negative  and  will  take  this  opportunity  to  explain 
the  reason  for  offering  the  orders.  One  of  the 
orders  was  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Bailey,  who  was 
obliged  to  leave.  The  City  Solicitor  has  given  a 
certain  opinion,  and  after  we  passed  the  order  in 
regard  to  the  location  of  the  departments  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  indetinitely  postponed  it, 
seemingly  on  the  authoriry  of  one  Alder- 
man who  read  the  ordinance  to  them.  This 
seems  to  be  a  very  curious  method  of  treat- 
ing the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor.  But  it  did  not 
seem  clear  that  it  was  proper  for  me  to  coutinue 
as  an  individual  a  controversy  with  one  branch 
of  the  City  Council,  but  that  the  proper  way 
would  be  to  have  the  Judiciary  Committee  obtain 
and  report  what  the  real  opinion  of  the  Solicitor 
is.  Mr.  Bailey  desired  to  have  certain  questions 
put  to  the  Solicitor  in  regard  to  certain  rights  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  therefore  drew  his 
order.  While  the  matter  is  unsettled  it  will  be 
better  that  nothing  be  done,  and  therefore  the 
resolve  is  offered. 

The  resolve  and  orders  were  passed. 

COMMONWEALTH-AVENUE  EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  be  au 
thorized  to  contract  for  building  a  bridge  over 
the  park  waterway,  on  the  line  of  Commonwealth 
avenue   extended,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
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$46,000;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Extension  of  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Mr.  Christal  inquired  if  this  had  been  before 
any  committee. 

Mr.  Switt  of  Ward  9  said  it  had  been  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  and  he  thought  it  was  to  come  in  the 
form  of  a  report. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  COUNCIL  DINNER. 

Mr.  Hancock  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  invite  the  Clerk 
of  Committees  and  the  Assistant  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees to  attend  the  dinner  of  the  Common 
Council  this  evening.    Passed. 

'  CAUCUS  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  1881. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Me>senger  be  authorized  to  open  the 
Common  Council  chamber  and  the  ante-rooms  for 
a  caucus  of  the  members  elect  of  the  Common 
Council  of  1881,  on  Saturday  next,  the  1st  of 
January.    Passed. 

THE  CLOSING  PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  Swift  of  Ward  9  said- 
Mr.  President— It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I 
rise  to  offer  a  resolution  tendering  to  you,  sir,  the 
thanks  ot  the  Council  for  the  manner  in  which 
you  have  presided  at  our  meetings  this  year.  All 
must  feel,  I  think,  that  the  year  has  been  an  ex- 
ceedingly pleasant  one,  and  that  the  kindly  rela- 
tions which  have  prevailed  among  us  have  been 
greatly  promoted  by  the  fairness  and  courtesy 
with  which  you  have  performed  the  duties  of 
your  responsible  position.  Your  familiarity  with 
parliamentary  law  and  practice,  your  promptness 
and  accuracy'in  ruling  and  your  success  in  de- 
spatching business  secured  to  you  the  respect  and 
confidence  ot  the  members.  But  more  than  this, 
your  im  nartiaiity  has  been  absolute,  and  among  the 
many  important  questions  that  have  come  before 
us,  there  is  not  one  I  can  recall  upon  which  your 
own  opinion  could  be  inferred  or  even  guessed  at 
from  your  rulings  or  your  manner  in  presiding. 
Our  only  regret  has  been  that,  owing  to  your  po- 
sition, we  have  been  deprived  in  our  debates  of 
that  thorough  knowledge,  sound  judgment  and 
persuasive  tongue,  which  made  your  services  so 
useful  to  the  city  last  year.  You  retire,  sir,  from 
this  body  with  the  respect  and  personal  regard  of 
its  members,  and  with  their  kindest  wishes  for 
your  very  promising  future.  While  we  can  but 
lament  the  loss  that  the  city  sustains  in  your 
withdrawing  from  her  direct  service,  yet  we  are 
happy  to  feel  that.  Boston  is  to  be  so  ably  repre- 
sented in  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  Tbat  the  thanks  of  the  members  of 
the  Common  Council  ot  the  city  of  Boston  for 
1880  are  hereby  tendered  to  their  President,  Har- 
vey N.  Sheparri,  Esq.,  In  recognition  of  the  faith- 
fulness and  ability  with  which  he  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  office,  and  of  the  unfailing  pa- 
tience, impartiality  and  courtesy  with  which  he 
has  presided  at  their  meetings  throughout  the 
year.  And  they  hereby  assure  him  of  their  hear- 
tiest wishes  for  his  future  health  and  prosperity. 

I  send  this  to  the  Clerk  tbat  he  may  put  the 
question  to  the  Council,  and  I  ask  that,  when  the 
question  is  taken,  it  be  by  a  rising  vote. 

Mr.  Sweeney  of  Ward  2 — I  rise,  sir,  most  cordial- 
ly, to  second  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  read  a  second  time  by  the 
Clerk,  and  passed  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote. 

The  President  said — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council— For  the 
very  complimentary  resolution  which  you  have 
passed  1  render  to  you  my  sincere  thanks.  With 
the  recollection  of  your  uniform  good-will  and 
kind  feelings  towards  me,  I  am  pleased  to  believe 
that  it  has  more  than  a  merely  formal  signifi- 
cance. It  has  been  my  part  to"  preside  over  the 
meetings  of  the  Councii,  to  decide,  subject  to  its 
revision,  questions  of  order,  to  appoint  commit- 
tees, and  to  serve  upon  certain  committees  speci- 
fied in  the  rules  and  orders.  As  presiding  officer, 
I  have  tried  to  act  fairly  and  justly  to  all,  to  know 
no  distinction  of  party  or  person,  to  hasten  the 
despatch  of  routine  business,  and  to  so  decide 
as  to  give  effect  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
rules  of  parliamentary  practice  which  you  have 
adopted  for  our  government.  That  the  judgment 
of  the  Council  has  agreed  with  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  in  every  instance  is  an  acceptable  remem- 
brance. 


In  appointing  the  committees  I  considered  the 
qualifications  ot  the  members,  their  callings  and 
occupations  in  life,  their  service  in  this  body,  and 
their  residences  when  it  seemed  important,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  to  represent  the  different  sections  of 
the  city.  As  a  member  of  committees  I  have 
tried  to"  vote  and  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  citv, 
and,  as  your  representative  and  servant,  to  fur- 
ther your  will  and  wishes.  That  you  believe  in 
the  integrity  of  my  intentions,  that  you  are  satis- 
fied with  the  peifoimance  of  my  duties,  and  that 
you  have,  this  evening,  so  kindly  and  unanimous- 
ly expressed  that  feeling,  are  to  me  the  highest 
and  richest  reward. 

In  accordance  with  established  custom,  I  now 
crave  your  indulgence  for  a  brief  review  of  some 
of  the  more  important  matters  which  have  been 
before  us;  matters  of  great  variety,  requiring 
careful  consideration  and  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
and  able  judgment.  They  have  been  discussed 
with  wisdom  and  honesty,  with  candor  and 
courtesy,  with  warmth  and  spirit,  but  without 
political  or  psrty  preference,  and  without  any 
disturbance  of  the  good  feeling  which  always 
should  exist  among  the  members  of  a  body  like 
this. 

By  the  extension  of  Broadway,  an  enterprise 
begun  more  than  ten  years  ago  will  be  satisfacto- 
rily completed,  and  sixty  thousand  people  given 
a  decent  and  direct  approach  to  the  city.  While 
some,  with  the  present  limit  upon  our  indebted- 
ness, did  not  think  it  expedient  to  take  for  a  sin- 
gle purpose  one-third  of  the  entire  amount,  and  a 
few  were  against  it  at  all  times,  the  needed  ma- 
jority was  gained  by  a  consideration  of  the  cheap- 
ness of  the  land  to  be  taken,  and  the  favorable 
judgment  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
and  the  Committees  on  Streets  and  Finance. 
The  people  of  Charlestown,  by  memorial  of  the 
Trade  and  Improvement  Association  and  by 
petitions,  have  brought  to  our  attention 
the  urgent  need  for  immediate  improvement 
of  their  bridge  communication  with  the  city 
proper.  A  territory,  including  the  adjacent  cities 
and  towns,  containing  a  population  of  over  two 
hundred  thousand  people,  and  rapidly  increasing, 
with  large  business  enterprises  and  manufacto- 
ries, the  terminus  of  an  enormous  railway  traffic, 
with  vast  freight  yards  and  depots,  and  with 
great  tracts  of  vacant  land  available  for  resi- 
dences, warehouses  and  mercantile  purposes,  a 
territory  cut  in  every  direction  by  railroads,  steam 
and  street,  depends'for  its  communication  with 
the  business  centres  of  Boston  upon  two  narrow 
and  defective  bridges,  with  draws  often  open  and 
freight  trains  frequently  passing  at  each  end- 
That  these  barriers  to  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  Charlestown  should  be  removed  needs  no  argu- 
ment, and  upon  our  successors  will  devolve  the 
duty  of  constructing  such  a  bridge  as  will  guar- 
antee an  unimpeded  and  convenient  avenue." 

It  is  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  ot  the  mer- 
chants, the  produce,  provision,  Hour,  grain  and 
cattle  dealers,  the  railroad,  transportation,  ex- 
press and  steamship  companies  of  Boston,  and 
also  of  30,000  citizens  and  taxpayers  of  East  Bos- 
ton, that  its  rapidly  growing  trade  requires  now 
one  or  more  new  ferry  landings.  East  Boston  is, 
and  will  be,  because  of  its  cheap  lands,  available 
for  warehouses  and  factories,  becau-fi  of  its  deep 
waters,  capable  of  floaiine'  the  largest  ships, 
the  place  of  shipment  of  the  greater  portion  of 
our  foreign  trade  and  the  outlet  and  depot  of  the 
larger  part  of  that  commerce  which  is  giving 
back  to  our  beloved  city  its  former  position,  first 
in  enterprise,  wealth  and  industry  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  We  have  lequested  the 
mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  author- 
ity to  take  additional  lands  for  a  ferry  land- 
ing. The  petition  will  be  granted,  the  needed  au- 
thority given,  doubtless,  and  the  land  taken. 
May  we  remember  that  Boston  is  today  the  head- 
quarters of  the  largest  and  most  important  man- 
ufacturing industries  of  the  continent,  and  that 
her  maritime  position  is  second  to  none  in  its  ad- 
vantages. May  our  successors  act  so  wisely  and 
generously  as  to  relieve  business  of  all  unnecessa- 
ry burdens  in  the  struggle  for  supremacy,  as  to 
give  our  merchants  proper  and  abundant  facili- 
ties, that  commerce,  free  and  unfettered  as  the 
winds  of  heaven,  may  spread  her  white  wings  on 
all  the  seas  of  the  earth  and  bring  back  to  our 
city  and  its  people  the  comforts  and  luxuries,  the 
products  and  fabrics,  of  every  land. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petitions  and  orders  concerning  the 
purchase  of  lands  for  the  proposed  West  Roxbury 
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and  City  Point  parks,  reported  early  in  the  year, 
urging  the  necessity  of  immediate  action.  The 
report  presented  clearly  and  forcibly  the  rnate/ial 
advantages  of  the  .-ites  selected,  the  many  bene- 
fits to  the  city,  and  that  in  this  matter  Boston  is 
behind  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  country;  and 
failed  to  win  acceptance,  not  from  want  of  merit, 
but  because  a  sufficient  number  believed  that  we 
ought  not  at  this  time  to  incur  a  debt  for  any- 
thing we  can  possibly  do  without.  We  have  ap- 
propriated §325,000  for  the  Back  Bay  im- 
provement; a  large  sum,  but  promptly  voted,  be- 
cause the  financial-  benefits  of  the  work  in  that 
locality  have  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations, and  the  city  will  realize  from  betterments 
and  taxes  an  amount  more  than  sufficient  to  cov- 
er the  total  outlay.  The  speedy  completion  of  this 
Improvement  will  work  a  wonderful  transforma- 
tion of  the  surrounding  territory,  ami  a  much- 
needed  sanitary  benefit.  We  have  authorized  the 
Water  Board  to  build  a  new  main  and  to  purchase 
land  for  an  additional  storage  basin.  No  new 
pipe  had  been  laid  to  bring  water  to  Boston  for 
twenty  years.  In  some  portions  of  the  city  it.  was 
impossible  to  draw  water  in  the  upper  stories, 
anil  the  complaints  were  serious  and  fre- 
quent; but  the  strongest  and  most  convincing 
reason  for  laying  the  new  pipe  was  the  considera- 
tion of  the  enormous  dangers  the  city  would  suf- 
fer from  a  cessation  of  the  water  supply,  and  the 
reckless  folly  of  risking  its  safety  upon  the 
strength  of  a  single  main.  The  low  level  of  Sud- 
bury River  and  of  Lake  Cochituate,  in  October 
last,  obliged  the  Water  Board  to  purchase  two 
large  pumps,  the  use  of  which  was  fortunately 
avoided  by  the  falling  of  long-expected  rains. 
The  construction  of  new  storage  basins  will  avert 
a  similar  necessity.  The  use  of  Cochituate  water 
has  bet  n  restored  to  the  people  of  East  Boston, 
and,  by  the  erection  of  a  pumping  station  at  the 
foot  of  the  reservoir,  a  sufficient  head  has  been 
furnished  for  the  houses  upon  the  hills  of  the 
island. 

Several  sections  of  the  improved  system  of 
sewerage  have  been  built;  and  the  great  work, 
begun  so  doubtingly,  discussed  so  earnestly  and 
persistently,  conceived  and  constructed  with 
skill,  large  in  expense,  and  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  people,  is 
near  its  end  and  the  decisive  test  of  daily  use. 
When  Mr.  Davis  resigned  the  office  of  Engineer, 
it  was  fortunate  for  the  city  that  we  could  and 
did  elect,  as  hie  successor,  a  gentleman  trained 
and  skilled  in  bis  profession,  with  the  same 
positive  convictions  which  characterized  his  late 
superior,  and  also  familiar  with  the  entire 
work  from  the  draught  of  the  first  plan.  In 
reply  to  the  petition  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
the  Commonwealth  granted  to  the  city  a  lot  of 
land,  at  the  corner  of  Dartmouth  and  Boylston 
streets,  as  a  site  for  a  new  Public  Library  build- 
ing. It  is  well  known  that  a  portion  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  library  is  priceless  and  cannot  be 
replaced,  if  destroyed;  and  that  the  library,  as 
now  located,  is  exposed  to  serious  danger  from 
fire.  So  soon  as  the  money  can  be  spared,  it  is 
expected  that  a  fireproof  building  of  simple 
and  chaste  architecture,  with  improved  storage, 
catalogue  and  reading  facilities,  and  with 
abundant  ventilation,  will  be  erected  on  the  new 
site.  During  the  year,  in  conformity  with  re- 
quests from  the  School  Committee,  the  City 
Council  has  caused  the  erection  of  several  school- 
houses;  and  the  English  High  and  Latin  School 
building,  the  foundations  of  which  were  laid  in 
1877,  has  been  completed  and  surrendered  to  the 
committee.  The  Latin  School,  favored  by  Rev. 
John  Cotton,  and  modelled  alter  a  school  In  Bos- 
ton, England,  was  established  within  five  years 
from  the  settlement  of  our  city  and  a  year  pre- 
vious to  the  founding  of  Harvard  College.  It  is 
the  oldest  school  in  the  country,  and  during  its 
entire  history  has  persistently  adhered  to  its  early 
object— a  preparatory  school,  pure  and  simple, 
graduating  boys  readyto  enter  college.  Amongits 
famous  pupils  are  many  men  eminent  as  patriots, 
statesmen,  teachers,  lawyers,  doctors,  divines  or 
writers,  whose  lives  have  been  full  of  credit 
and  honor  to  the  city  and  to  the  school.  The 
English  High  School  was  established  in  town 
meeting  in  the  year  1821,  and  now,  as  then,  aims 
to  qualify  its  graduates  to  fill  acceptably  and 
usefully  the  best  places  in  mechanical,  mercan- 
tile and  commercial  affairs.  These  two  schools 
will,  in  January  next,  occupy  the  largest  and 
most  magnificent  building  devoted  to  free  educa- 
tion in  the  New  World,  and,  excepting  the  city  of 
Vienna,  even   in  the  Old  World;   a  building,  too, 


constructed  under  the  auspices  of  our  excellent 
Architect,  Mr.  Clough,  with  remarkable  de- 
spatch, skill  and  economy.  A  part  of  the  base- 
ment on  Montgomery  street  has  been  reserved 
for  the  South  End  branch  of  tbe  Public  Library, 
and  thus  has  been  solved  an  important  and  much- 
disputed  problem.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  carefully  considered  tbe  request  of 
the  School  Committee  for  additional  accommoda- 
tions for  the  East  Boston  branch  of  the  High 
School,  and  recommended  the  purchase  of  a  lot 
of  land  on  Lexington  street  and  the  erection  of  a 
building  thereon.  This  report  has  been  referred 
to  our  successors.  The  continued  maintenance 
of  the  High  School  in  the  present  location  is  im- 
possible, nor,  in  the  opinion  of  the  principal,  can 
the  building,  an  old  and  condemned  schoolhouse, 
be  altered  and  adapted  so  as  to  meet  satisfactori- 
ly all  its  needs  and  requirements.  A  new  build- 
ing should  be  erected  on  high  land,  with  a  large 
yard,  sunny  and  warm,  and  in  a  locality  most 
convenient  to  the  majority  of  the  pupils. 

In  compliance  with  the' petition  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  incor- 
porating the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  upon 
the  same  plan  as  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary are  incorporated.  This  act  has  reduced  the 
number  of  trustees  and  lengthened  their  terms 
of  office,  and  thus  secured  a  more  harmonious, 
intelligent  and  successful  management  of  this 
great  and  worthy  charity.  While  leaving  to  the 
City  Council  the  same  control  over  the  rules, 
regulations  and  expenditures,  as  under  the 
old  system,  it  has  furnished  a  needed  stability 
and  met  the  wishes  of  the  medical  and 
surgical  staff,  a  majority  of  the  trustees,  and 
of  those  citizens  best  acquainted  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  hospital.  The  improvement 
in  business  has  enabled  the  city  to  sell  some 
of  its  real  estate  the  present  year  and  to  dis- 
continue the  Department  of  Public  Lands,  there- 
by gaining  for  the  treasury  the  annual  taxes  on 
the  estates  sold  ard  the  salary  of  the  superintend- 
ent. The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  taxes  has  been  amended 
so  as  to  provide  for  the  election  of  tbe  Principal 
Assessors  for  three  years,  instead  of  for  one  year, 
as  formerly.  This  amendment  protects  the  chiefs 
of  this  most  important  department  from  all  risk 
of  a  sweeping  change,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
the  public  service,  and  establishes  by  ordinance 
the  sound  and  commendable  policy  of  the  past, 
to  retain  old  and  experienced  officers  and  to  make 
changes  but  seldom,  and  then  only  for  strong 
and  convincing  reasons.  I  regret  that  the  same 
principle  has  not  been  applied  to  the  Assistant 
Assessors.  As  the  First  Assistants  assess  all  the 
real  estate  and  fix  the  value  of  every  piece  of 
property  in  the  city,  they  should  be  men  of  good 
judgment  and  integrity,  and  of  that  skill  and  ex- 
perience which  cannot  be  acquired  readily  with 
a  yearly  tenure  of  office.  It  is  desirable  also  that 
the  Second  Assistants  be  nominated,  at  least,  by 
the  Board  of  Assessors,  because  they  are  better 
qualified  to  select  competent  men  for  the  posi- 
tions; and  every  member  of  this  Council  knows 
how  hard  it  is,  when  called  upon  to  elect  so  many 
persons  yearly,  to  learn  even  a  little  of  the  qual- 
ifications of  those  for  whom  he  votes. 

We  have  had  the  honor,  this  year,  to  arrange 
for  and  complete  a  most  successful  celebration 
of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Bos- 
ton. The  reception  in  Faueuil  Hall  called  to- 
gether distinguished  sons  of  Boston,  and  promi- 
nent men  from  all  parts  of  our  country  and  the 
Dominion  of  Canada.  The  oration  of  bis  Honor 
the  Mayor  in  the  Old  South  Meeting  House  was 
erudite  and  instructive,  scholarly  and  polisbed, 
and  so  beautiful  and  eloquent  in  sentiment  and 
manner  as  to  compel  the  close  attention  and  ear- 
nest applause  of  a  large  and  cultured  audience. 
No  words  of  mine  can  describe  the  procession. 
You  will  never  forget  the  brilliant  pageant,  the 
march  of  the  soldiers  from  our  own  and  sister 
States,  the  imposing  array  of  charitable  and  tem- 
perance societies,  the  firemen  and  police,  and  the 
best  trades  procession  ever  before  seen  in  this 
country.  Thanks  to  the  toil  and  skill  of  the  chief 
marshal,  and  the  prompt  and  cordial  support  of 
his  assistants,  and  thanks  to  the  public  spirit  of 
our  citizens,  the  long  line  moved  exactly  at  the 
appointed  hour,  and  along  the  entire  route  was 
warmly  greeted  by  vast  throngs  of  people  from 
stands  and  the  windows  and  roofs  of  handsomely 
decorated  buildings.  It  is  the  pleasant  memory 
of  a  lifetime  that  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  take 
a  part  in  this  celebration. 
It  is  with  regret  that  we  turn  from  this  pleas 
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ing  spectacle  to  the  stealing  from  the  treasury  by 
the  late  cashier,  John  A.  Woodward,  of  $89,242  24. 
The  surprising  want  of  proper  supervision  gave 
him  the  opportunity,  and  the  persistent  calls  upon 
his  purse  the  temptation,  to  commit  this  crime. 
The  legal  responsibility  of  the  Treasurer  is  cer- 
tain, and  we  may  reasonably  hope  the  deficiency 
will  be  made  good.  The  suit  we  have  ordered  will 
soon  be  tried  in  the  courts,  and  the  total  loss  to  the 
city,  if  any,  fixed  with  care,  and  with  the  present 
system  of  bookkeeping  checks  rigidly  enforced, 
there  is  no  chance  for  serious  defalcations  in  the 
future. 

The  important  question  of  the  year  has  been 
the  appropriation  bill,  the  departments  generally 
asking  for  larger  sums.  As  the  increased  taxation 
has  called  much  comment,  it  is  fitting  that  we 
consider  where  this  increase  is.  The  larger  State 
tax  by  $400,000  was  beyond  our  control.  The  last 
City  Council  made  their  appropriations  so  closely 
that  they  gave  us  $325,000  less  to  apply  to  the  re- 
duction of  taxation  than  they  received  from  their 
predecessors;  also  the  city  debt  was  enlarged  by 
them  over  $97,000.  The  "appropriation  for  the 
Back  Bay  improvement  was  $152,000  this  year  in 
excess  of  the  sum  granted  last  year.  No  one 
doubts  that  it  was  our  duty  to  vote  this  sum;  and 
the  Park  Commissioners  have  shown  that  the  im- 
provement is  a  successful  business  operation. 
The  amount  for  schoolhouses  is  $165,000  in  excess 
of  the  amount  last  year.  This  amount  was  neces- 
sary, as  in  some  localities  children  were  occu- 
pying rented  aod  unfit  premises.  With  the  ex- 
tension of  pipes  by  the  Water  Board,  we  were 
compelled  to  spend  $50,000  more  for  sewers.  It  is 
fitting  also  to  consider  that  all  kinds  of  materials 
in  daily  use  have  advanced  in  prices,  and  the 
laborers  have  been  paid  $1.75  a  day  against  $1.50 
previously.  While  this  summary  explains  a  por- 
tion of  the  increase,  it  is  nevertheless  unfortu- 
nate that  the  tax  is  so  heavy,  for  there  is  noth- 
ing more  paralyzing  to  a  community  than  heavy 
taxation.  A  good  and  honest  government,  with 
a  low  rate  based  on  a  fair  and  salable  valuation, 
promotes  the  prosperity  of  a  community;  while 
an  extravagant  administration  of  affairs  drives 
wealthy  citizens  to  other  towns  and  puts  a  galling 
yoke  on  the  necks  of  those  who  remain.  It  is 
true  also  that,  per  capita,  the  tax  of  Boston  is 
ahead  of  that  of  any  other  city  in  the  country. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  true  also,  that  after 
a  long  and  trying  period  of  depression,  all 
branches  of  industry  have  started  forward  with 
new  life.  We  are  in  a  growing  city,  and  its  busi- 
ness is  largely  increasing.  A  few  yeais  ago  a 
single  steamship  came  here  once  a  fortnight,  and 
in  contrast,  one  day  recently,  there  were  twenty- 
four  in  port  loading  and  unloading.  Other  lines 
will  make  this  port  a  terminus.  The  Mystic 
wharf  property  is  being  developed:  The  Hoosac 
Tunnel  Dock  and  Eleva.  or  Company  will  utilize 
the  fine  narbor  front  of  Charlestown,  and  the 
United  States  Navy  Yard  must  be  re- 
moved to  make  room  for  commerce.  Tne 
New  England  Railroad  Company  will  build 
magnificent  docks  and  elevators  in  South 
Boston.  The  wharves  and  docks  at  the 
North  End  will  be  improved  and  its  en- 
larged facilities  taxed  to  the  utmost  limit.  The 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  has  in- 
creased its  accommodations  in  East  Boston;  and 
the  plans  of  James  Alexander  when  carried  out, 
and  from  his  known  ability  and  energy  we  are 
sure  they  will  be,  will  give  the  island  as  conven- 
ient and  suitable  docks  as  can  be  found  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  With  these  improvements 
making  by  private  enterprise,  the  City  Govern- 
ment cannot  stand  still.  It  must  lay  out  and 
build  good  streets,  light,  drain  and  clean  them, 
establish  and  maintain  the  best  police  and  fire 
departments,  and  furnish  plenty  of  pure  water. 
These  matters  have  required  and  will  require 
large  taxes,  especially  as  the  city  has  nearly 
reached  the  limit  of  indebtedness  fixed  by  the 
timely,  wholesome  and  judicious  act  of  1875,  and 
as  the  community  is  s*vongly  set  against  the 
folly  of  municipal  indebtedness,  and  has  detect- 
ed the  specious  fallacy  of  supposing  it  to  be  an 
easy  means  of  making  posterity  pay  for  the 
schemes  of  the  present. 

The  claims  of  the  School  Committee  make  the 
most  remarkable  part  of  the  appropriation  bill. 
Their  expenses  in  the  financial  year  1853-54  were 
$11.53  per  scholar,  and  last  year  $28.53  per  schol- 
ar. In  1853-54,  the  expenses  were  $252,000,  and 
the  scholars  22,528.  Last  year  the  expenses  were 
$1,519,000,  and  the  scholars  53,202.  If  the  cost  had 
been  the  same  for  each   scholar  as  in  1853-54,  the 


expenses  would  have  been  $598,000,  or  $921,300 
less  than  they  were  in  fact.  The  scholars  in- 
creased 137  per  cent.,  and  the  expenses  500  per 
cent.  The  average  cost  per  scholar  from  1854  to 
1865,  a  period  of  war  and  high  prices,  was  $14.10. 
In  1864  the  expenses  were  $465,000  and  the  schol- 
ars 26,961.  If  the  cost  per  scholar  had  been  the 
same  last  year  as  in  1864,  the  expenses 
would  have  been  $919,000,  or  $600,000  less 
than  they  were  in  fact.  The  scholars  increased 
100  per  cent.,  and  the  expenses  237  per  cent. 
These  fifteen  years  have  been  years  of  peace, 
with  goods  and  provisions  cheap,  and  the  aver- 
age cost  per  scholar  $29.48.  The  School  Commit- 
tee have  wasted  in  these  fifteen  years  nearly  $11,- 
000,000.  Philadelphia,  with  800,000  inhabitants, 
spends  for  schools  about  $900,000,  including  an 
evening  school  for  industrial  education  with  5300 
names  upon  the  roll.  Brooklyn,  with  double  our 
population,  $863,000;  Chicago,  about  $800,000,  and 
Boston,  with  no  more  inhabitants,  $1,519,000. 
Our  schools  are  beneficent  institutions;  their 
influence  reaches  all  classes  of  society,  the 
lowly  and  the  exalted,  the  rich  and  the 
poor;  and  the  people  are  warm  and  earnest 
friends  and  supporters  of  popular,  universal  and 
free  education.  But  they  demand  a  return 
for  their  money  and  are  beginning  seriously 
to  question  if  the  schools  are  worth  the  increased 
cost,  if  in  fact  they  are  as  well  conducted  now  as 
formerly.  There  is  certainly  an  opinion  abroad, 
supported,  too,  by  the  statements  and  letters  of 
experienced  masters  and  members  of  the  School 
Committee,  that  the  management  is  not  what  it 
ought  to  be,  nor  what  the  people  will  much  lon- 
ger ensure;  that  an  improvident  bargaiD,  a  fool- 
ish and  costly  contract,  was  made  with  a  person, 
then  an  employe,  imposing  numerous  burdens 
upon  the  taxpayers,  and  $12,000  a  year  to  the  late 
secretary  for  the  privilege;  that  there  are  exces- 
sive supplies  of  stationery  stored  in  the  buildings, 
and  that  the  committee  have  published  and  dis- 
tributed supplementary  reading  books,  at  a  cost 
of  at  least  $6000,  some  of  them  unfit  for  children 
to  read.  One  cause  of  this  extravagance  is  that 
the  School  Committee  determine  their  own  ex- 
penditures; and  any  department  left  to  itself 
without  check  will  magnify  its  wants.  Th°  rem- 
edy for  this  defect  is  for  the  Legislature  to  re- 
quire the  School  Committee  to  corjfine  its  expen- 
ditures for  carrying  on  the  public  schools  within 
the  limits  of  the  appropriation  furnished  by  the 
City  Council.  Our  petition  for  that  purpose  this 
year  was  dismissed,  but  I  hope  and  believe  the 
petition  we  recently  authorized  to  the  next  Legis- 
lature will  meet  with  success.  It  is  sound  in 
principle,  will  limit  the  expenditures  of  this 
branch,  as  of  all  other  branches  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, including  the  elective  Street  Commis- 
sioners, and  will  have  the  strong  support  of  many 
of  our  largest  and  most  public-spirited  taxpay- 
ers, who  will  soon  s-ign  petitions  to  that  effect. 

Our  year  of  service  has  been  saddened  by  the 
loss  of  esteemed  assaciates;  the  resignations  of 
Benjamin  Brintnall  and  John  A.  Kidney,  and  the 
deaths  of  Joseph  Healy,  George  T.  Perkins  and 
Daniel  J.  Sweeney.  Mr.  Brintnall  and  Mr.  Kid- 
ney were  our  good  friends  and  were  excellent 
Councilmen.  Their  experience  on  the  Commit- 
tees on  Public  Buildings  and  on  the  Assessors' 
Department  made  their  resignations  a  loss  to  the 
city.  We  extend  to  them  our  earnest  wishes  for 
abundant  success  in  their  business  pursuits. 
In  Joseph  Healy,  the  swift  arrow  of  death 
pierced  a  shining  mark;  a  Boston  boy,  the  only 
son  of  our  honored  City  Salicitor,  a  graduate 
of  the  Latin  School  and  of  Harvard  College,  a 
diligent  and  successful  lawyer,  and  a  faithful 
and  upright  Councilman,  he  died  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  city  in  an  early  manhood  of  unusual 
promise.  The  chairs  of  Dr.  Perkins  ami  Major 
Sweeney  are  now  vacant.  The  beautiful  flowers 
on  their  desks  are  fragrant  emblems  of  their 
work  and  worth.  Dr.  Perkins  was  a  generous  anil 
honest  man,  a  learned  and  esteemed  physician,  a 
safe  and  prudent  Councilman,  and  so  warm- 
hearted and  cheerful  that  "none  knew  him  but  to 
love  him,  none  named  him  but  to  praise."  The 
death  of  Major  Sweeney  is  so  recent,  and  the  elo- 
quent testimonials  to  his  worth  so  fresh  in  our 
memories,  that  no  poor  words  of  mine  can  add  to 
their  expression.  The  solemn  and  impressive 
warnings  bid  us  reflect  that  we  are  but  of  yester- 
day, and  our  days  upon  the  earth  are  a  shadow. 

To  our  worthy  Clerk  and  his  faithful  assistant  I 
am  sincerely  grateful  for  their  willing  and 
obliging  ministration  to  our  comfort  and  well- 
being.     The  City  Messenger  and  his  assistants 
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have  answered  our  many  calls  and  performed 
their  arduous  duties  with  a  promptitude  and 
thoroughness  I  cannot  too  highly  praise.  To  our 
excellent  Stenographer  and  the  other  gentlemen 
representing  the  press  we  are  greatly  obliged  for 
their  able  and  discreet  comments,  and  I  hope  all 
their  paths  in  life  may  be  as  acceptable  and  pleas- 
ant as  ours  have  been  with  them  in  the  Common 
Council  of  this  year. 

And  now,  fellow  members,  a  pang  of  sad  regret 
seizes  upon  me  when  I  know  that  for  the  last  time 
I  look  from  this  ehair  around  our  renovated  and 


beautiful  chamber  and  into  your  kind  and  sym- 
pathetic faces,  my  generous  and  noble-hearted 
friends  and  associates.  May  peace,  plenty  and 
prosperity  reward  all  your  acts,  and  the  choicest 
blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father  attend  your 
steps  through  life. 

Mr.  Fisher  of  Ward  24  offered  an  order— That 
the  President  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of 
his  address,  that  the  same  may  be  printed  and 
bound  with  the  city  documents.    Passed. 

Adjourned  sine  die,  on  motion  of  Mr.  O'Dowd 
of  Ward  6. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    1,    1881. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  12  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  to  print  documents  of  1880.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  to  contract  with  J.N.  Dunning  to  remove 
house  offal  from  East  Boston.    Passed  in  concur- 

Order  to  pav  Hannah  Bennett  the  wages  due 
Caleb  Bennett."   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Amendment  to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to 
neglected  children.    Concurred. 

Report  of  Street  Commissioners  on  uomencla. 
ture  of  streets  came  up  referred  to  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Woolley. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  use  of  wardroom  of 
Ward  3  to  Grace  Mission  Society.  Order  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Mrs. 
M.  J.  Edgarton.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  placing  custody  of  Eastern- 
avenue  wharf  with  directors  of  East  Boston  fer- 
ries.   Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  contract  for  a  bridge  of  the  park 
water  way  at  acost  not  exceeding  ¥46,000.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Remoustrance  of  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad 
against  change  of  name  of  Minot  street.  Laid  on 
the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  L. 
J.  Welby  and  others  in  reference  to  free  medi- 
cine for  the  poor.  Accepted  and  ordered  minted 
in  concurrence. 

Order  referring  to  next  City  Council  all  mat- 
ters in  hands  of  joint  standing  committees. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

The  report  and  order  in  relation  to  Charles- 
town  Bridge  came  up  referred  to  the  next  City 
Government.  Alderman  Caldwell  expressed  sur- 
prise at  the  course  this  had  taken  in  the  other 
branch  after  the  unanimous  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  he  would  consent  to  the  reference,  as 
the  matter  could  not  go  back  to  the  Council.  The 
Board  concurred. 

The  report  and  orders  in  regard  to  Engine  12 
came  up  referred  to  next  City  Government.  Con- 
curred. 

Report  of  Park  Commissioners  in  regard  to  ex- 
tension of  Highland  Park  by  addition  of  estate  of 
St.  Elizabeth  Hospital.  Accepted  in  concurrence. 

The  order  in  relation  to  school  expenditures 
came  up  with  non-concurrence  in  the  amendment 
of  this  Board.  The  Board  concurred  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  original  order. 

Fifth  report  of  the  Record  Commissioners. 
Placed  on  tile. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. 

The  compilation  of  papers,  reports  and  argu- 
ments relating  to  public  parks  (City  Doe.  125), 
prepared  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees  in  accord- 
auce  with  au  order  approved  May  8,  was  received 
and  placed  on  file. 

PERMIT   FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Caton  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  the 
granting  of  permit  to  L.  C.  Robinson  to  locate 
four  furnaces  for  melting  brass  at  15  Wendell 
street.    Accepted. 

CLERK-HIRE  IN  THE   COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  requisitions  for 
clerk-hire  in  the  courts  for  December,  as  follows: 

Superior  Civil  Court #159.07 

Supreme  . Judicial  Court 135.nO 

Superior  Criminal  Court 208.00 

Ordered  paid. 

HATHOBNE'S  OMNIBUS   LINE. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  (a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  recommending  that  the 
petition  of  J.  H.  Hathorne  et  al.,  lor  extension  of 
their  route  for  omnibuses  in  Charlestown,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  Board  of  Aldermen.  Ac- 
cepted. 


FIRE-ALARM  BOX   LOCATED. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  a  fire-alarm  box  is  needed  at  the 
corner  of  Columbus  avenue  and  Berkeley  street 
for  the  better  protection  of  the  hotels  in  that 
vicinity,  and  whereas  said  commissioners  have 
failed  to  obtain  permission  to  attach  the  said  box 
to  the  building  at  the  desired  point,  therefore  it 
is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  a  telegraph 
pole  in  the  sidewalk  on  Berkeley  street,  near  the 
sourherly  corner  of  Columbus  avenue;  said  post 
to  be  placed  in  the  position  designated  by  a  red 
dot  on  a  plan  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated 
Dec.  29,  1880,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Street".    Passed. 

HOUSES   OF  DETENTION. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  142),  which  was  accepted: 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,     ) 
Jan.  1, 1881.  f 

The  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men appointed  to  visit  the  jail  and  other  houses 
of  detention  within  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  to 
make  the  examinations  and  inspection  required 
by  law,  respectfully  submit  their  second  semi- 
annual report. 

Marcella-street  Home. 

The  committee  visited  this  institution,  to  which 
neglected  children  are  sentenced,  on  Dec.  17,  on 
which  d*te  the  number  of  such  children  remain- 
ing in  that  institution  was  ninety-eight.  These 
children  are  well  clothed  and  fed,  and  they  attend 
school  daily,  where  they  are  taught  by  competent 
instructors.  Especial  attention  is  paid  to  the 
health  of  the  children,  and  the  usual  disorders 
which  commonly  infest  such  buildings  where  a 
large  number  of  boys  are  collected  together,  such 
as  ophthalmia  and  ringworm,  were  notably  absent 
at  the  time  of  this  visit.  The  new  brick  building 
intended  for  the  accommodation  of  the  female 
pauuer  and  neglected  children  now  at  Deer 
Island  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  will 
soon  be  occupied.  It  contains  all  the  ap- 
pliances and  rooms  for  the  comfort  of  the 
children  which  modern  thought  can  devise, 
and  nothing  seems  wanting  except  more 
yard  room  for  the  recreation  of  the  inmates.  The 
playgrounds  of  th°  boys  and  girls  must  be  sepa- 
rate; and  if  the  street  laid  out  through  the 
grounds  of  this  institution  cannot  be  discon- 
tinued, as  recommended  by  this  committee  in 
their  last  report,  then  some  measuie  should  be 
devised  by  which  there  may  be  devoted  to  this 
object  the  ground  now  occupied  by  some  build- 
ings of  the  Health  Department,  which  it  is  un- 
derstood can  easily  be  moved  away. 

House  of  Correction. 

This  institution  was  visited  by  the  committee, 
on  the  17th  of  December,  and  was  found  to  be  in 
its  usually  excellent  condition.  The  cells  and 
corridors  were  found  to  be  very  clean,  well  light- 
ed and  ventilated,  and  very  comfortably  warmed. 
All  the  prisoners  were  at  work,  and  indeed  the 
superintendent  had  work  for  more  men  than  were 
sentenced;  the  number  of  prisoners  at  the  time 
of  this  visit  being  over  100  less  than  on  the  day  of 
the  last  inspection.  The  committee  inspected  the 
rations  provided,  which  were  sweet  and  palatable. 
The  bread,  which  was  of  excellent  quality,  is 
baked  at  the  House  of  Correction  for  its  inmates, 
and  for  the  patients  at  the  Lunatic  Hospital.  No' 
prisoner  complained  to  the  committee  either 
about  his  treatment  or  his  food. 

The  new  building  for  the  reception  of  prisoners 
upon  their  entrance  to  the  House  of  Correction, 
and  for  laundry  purposes,  was  completed  and  oc- 
cupied at  the  time  of  this  visit,  and  it  is  re- 
markably well  adapted  to  its  purposes. 

Lunatic  Hospital. 

The  committee  visitel  this  institution  on  the 
17th  of  December;  on  that  day  the  number  of 
patients  was  101-inales,  80;  females,  81.  Though 
the  windows  were  necessarily  closed  this  cold 
weather,  yet  the  temperature  and  ventilation  of 
the  halls  were  good,  and  the  patients  appeared 
to  be  as  comfortable  as  it  was  possible  to  make 
them:  and  the  committee  are  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  the  superintendent  and  his  assistants 
do  all  in  their  power  to  cheer  and  console  the 
patients. 
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Jail. 

The  committee  visited  the  Jail  on  the  24th  of 
December,  on  which  day,  at  the  time  of  their 
visit,  the  number  of  inmates  was  125,  being  an 
unusually  small  number.  The  committee  exam- 
ined all  parts  or  this  building,  which  were  found 
in  their  usual  tidy  and  neac  condition.  The 
warmth  and  ventilation  of  this  building,  with 
its  large  reception  room  and  corridors,  were  re- 
markably good.  The  rations  served  to  the  pris- 
oners were  satisfactory  so  far  as  the  committee 
could  perceive  or  learn.  No  complaints  were 
heard  from  the  inmates  in  relation  to  their  treat- 
ment or  their  fare. 

The  committee  regard  their  visit  to  this  i'  stitu- 
tion  as  very  satisfactory,  and  they  believe  that 
everything  which  can  possibly  be  done  for  the  in- 
struction, reformation  ana  comfort  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  jail,  whether  waiting  for  trial  or  un- 
der sentence,  is  provided  at  this  institution. 

Houses  of  Industry  and  Befonnation. 

The  Houses  of  Industry  and  Reformation  at 
Deer  Island  were  inspected  by  the  committee  on 
the  29th  of  December,  and  they  were  found  to  be 
in  every  respect  in  their  usual  satisfactory  condi- 
tion. The  liUiuber  of  inmates  of  these 'institu- 
tions was  larger  than  at  the  time  of  the  last  in- 
spection. The  health  of  the  prisoners  was  re- 
markably good,  very  few  being  found  in  the 
hospital.  The  prisoners  who  were  examined  by 
the  committee  all  expressed  satisfaction  with 
their  treatment,  and  with  the  rations  provided 
for  them.  The  bread  and  food  prepared  for  the 
inmates  appeared  to  the  inspectors  to  be  of  very 
good  quality.  The  dormitories  were  visited,  and 
were  found  to  be  very  neat  and  tidy  in  all  re- 
spects, and  they  were  comfortably  warmed  and 
well  ventilated. 

It  is  expected  that  in  April  next  the  female 
pauper  and  neglected  children  now  at  Deer 
Island  will  be  transferred  to  the  new  buildiug 
erected  for  their  accommodation  at  the  Marcel]  a- 
street  Home.  Deer  Island  will  then  be  devoted, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  exclusively  to  the  deten- 
tion of  the  criminal  classes  sent  thither  by  the 
courts.  The  committee  express  their  entire  satis- 
faction with  the  management  of  these  institu- 
tions. 

Appended  to  this  report  will  be  fouuel  the 
usual  statistics  furnished  by  the  several  superin- 
tendents. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Lucius  Slade. 
C.  H.  B.  Breck. 
Charles  V.  Whitten. 
Committee  of  Inspectors  of  Prisons. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables  by  L.  B.  Cunningham, 
134  West  Fourth  street;  James  J.  O'Keefe,  Med- 
ford  street,  Ward  3;  D.  B.  Gray,  271  Eighth  street, 
Ward  15;  and  Laura  L.  Chase  (as  per  request),  120 
Commonwealth  avenue,  Ward  11.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

VACANCIES  IN  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten,  the  order  to 
petition  for  an  act  to  authorize  the  City  Council 
to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to  the  next 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

TREATMENT  OF  THE  POOR. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker,  the  report  and 
order  to  transfer  the  care  of  the  poor  from  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  to  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  (City  Doc.  144)  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

Alderman  Viles— I  move  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  would  prefer  to  refer  it 
to  the  next  City  Government.  The  committee 
gave  it  pretty  thorough  attention.  Perhaps 
there  might  be  some  members  of  the  new  Board 
who  will  think  differently  from  the  members  of 
this  Board.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  subject  worth 
consideration.  I  do  not  know  but  the  members 
of  this  Board  are  as  competent  to  judge  as  the 
next  will  be;  still,  at  this  late  day,  I  should  pre- 
fer to  have  it  referred  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment. 

Alderman  Viles— I  am  not  surprised  that  the 
Aluerman  submitted  a  report  of  this  kind.     He 


has  been  a  resident  of  Charlestown  for  a  great 
many  years.  He  is  familiar  with  the  old  Charles- 
town  Almshouse,  its  dingy  walls  and  homely  ap- 
pearance, I  am  afraid  he  judges  the  rest  of  the 
institutions  from  that  standpoint.  The  commit- 
tee have  considered  this  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years  and  brought  in  a  report  of  the  highest 
Importance  almost  at  our  last  meeting 
and  asked  us  to  pass  it.  Yet  they  have 
never  been  to  any  of  our  institutions 'and  I 
presume  they  think  they  are  all  conducted  like 
that  Charlestown  almshouse,  which  the  directors 
have  tried  to  discontinue  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years.  It  seems  to  me  norhing  has  been  proved 
requiring  a  change  in  the  care  of  our  paupers, 
and  I  think  the  proper  thing  to  do  is  to  indefinite- 
ly postpone  the  subject. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  committee  obtained 
their  information  from  what  was  brought  before 
them.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  wav  for  a  com- 
mittee to  make  up  a  report  and  conclusion,  un- 
less it  is  from  the  evidence  before  them.  Now,  I 
must  say  a  majority  of  the  evidence  was  in 
favor  of  this  separation— not  that  there  is  any- 
thing against  the  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions; in  fact,  all  the  evidence  be- 
fore the  committee  was  that  the  insti- 
tutions were  conducted  in  the  best  pos- 
sible manner.  It  was  not  because  of  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  business,  but  there  was  a  certain 
sentiment  among  the  gentlemen  who  came  before 
the  committee  that  we  had  better  have  the  poor 
separated  from  the  criminals,  and  placed  under 
the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  It  will  relieve  the 
directors  of  a  great  deal  of  labor,  for  theirs  is  an 
honorary  position  and  very  laborious.  If  the 
Board  differ  from  the  committee,  we  cannot  pre- 
vent it. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 

FERRY  TOLLS. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  tariff  of  tolls  for  teams  upon 
the  East  Boston  ferries  be  amended  and  estab- 
lished as  follows,  to  take  effect  on  and  after  Jan 
3,  1881 : 

Pleasure  carriages  drawn  by  one  horse,  with 
not  more  than  two  persons  and  driver,  eioht 
cents,  or  packages  of  twenty  tickets  for  one  dol- 
lar; with  two  horses  and  not  more  than  four  per- 
sons ana  driver,  twelve  cents,  or  packages  of 
twenty  tickets  for  two  dollars. 

Passed. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS    REFERRED. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  all 
matters  of  an  unfinished  nature  in  the  hands  of 
the  several  standing  committees  of  this  Board  be 
referred  to  the  next  Board  of  Alderman.    Passed. 

THE    FINAL    PROCEEDINGS. 

Alderman  Caton  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Board  rec- 
ognize, with  feelings  of  general  satisfaction,  the 
ability  displayed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  in 
the  conduct  of  its  deliberations  during  the  past 
year;  and  they  desire  to  express  to  him  their 
thanks  for  the  urbanity  and  courtesy  which  have 
graced  his  intercourse  with  his  associates  at  the 
Board. 

Alderman  Caton  said — 

Mr.  Chairman— I  consider  myself  fortunate,  sir, 
in  having  the  privilege  of  offering  this  resolution 
testifying  the  appreciation  of  this  Board  to  the 
services  of  its  Chairman.  I  do  not:  regard  it  as  a 
conventional  proceeding,  something  to  be  gone 
through  with  merely  as  a  matter  of  form,  but  be- 
lieve that  it  expresses  the  true  sentiments  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  towards  one  whose  ability 
and  impartiality  nave  won  the  friendship  and 
esteem  of  his  associates.  While  I  may  personally 
have  differed  with  our  Chairman  on  some  ques- 
tions that  have  been  discussed  here,  I  have  always 
felt  that  he  was  honest  in  his  convictions  and  ac- 
tuated by  a  sincere  desire  to  do  what  was  best  for 
the  interests  of  the  city.  I  have  realized  that  though 
we  differed  as  to  means,  we  accorded  as  to  the 
ends  sought  to  be  attained,  and  I  have  respected 
his  opinions  and  admired  the  frank,  straightfor- 
ward way  in  which  he  defended  the  positions 
which  he  took.  I  have  especially  admired  one 
particular  trait  in  him— he  never  has  confounded 
the  question  with  the  individual,  and  however 
warmly  he  may  have  debated  a  question  here,  he 
has  never  allowed  any  feeling  engendered  by  de- 
bate to  disturb  the  courtesy  and  amiability  which 
characterizes  his  daily  iute'reourse  with  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Board.    In  saying  this  I  believe   I 


speak  not  only  my  own,  but  the  sentiments  of 
every  member  of  the  Board. 

I  shall  carry  with  me  into  private  life  many 
pleasant  recollections  of  my  connection  with 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  1880,  and  not  the  least 
will  be  that  of  having,  as  the  closing  act  of  my 
official  career,  borne  witness  to  the  valuable  ser- 
vices which  our  worthy  Chairman  has  rendered  to 
the  city. 

The  resolve  was  read  by  the  Clerk  and  passed 
by  a  unanimous  rising  vote. 

The  Chairman  said— 

I  thank  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  for  your 
kind  expressions  of  regard  and  for  your  gener- 
ous and  hearty  indorsement. 

A  year  of  arduous  labor  is  about  drawing  to  a 
close,  and  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  fidelity 
with  which  you  have  performed  the  work.  A 
large  portion  of  this  work  has  been  done  quietly 
in  the  committee  room,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
for  prompt  attention  to  committee  work  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  year  1880  will  compare 
favorably  with  any  previous  Board.  If  our  open 
sessions  have  been  short,  our  committee  work 
has  occupied  a  large  portion  of  our  time,  and  the 
best  interests  of  the  city  carefully  looked  after 
and  guarded. 

in  the  appointment  of  special  committees  I 
have  made  it  a  rule  to  select  the  members  of  the 
Board  whose  time  was  least  occupied  on  the  most 
important  committees,  so  as  to  divide  the  work 
as  equally  as  possible.  The  outside  public,  who 
read  a  report  of  our  proceedings  from  week 
to  week  in  open  session,  are  scarcely  aware 
of  the  immense  amount  of  labor  we  are  called 
upon  to  perform  on  committees. 

Of  the  standing  committees  of  the  Board,  that 
of  Paving,  Sewers,  Streets,  Lamps  and  Bridges 
have  very  important  trusts  confided  to  them,  and 
I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  fidelity  with  which 
these  trusts  have  been  looked  after.  If  our  citizens, 
who  have  been  messing  for  improvements  from 
these  departments,  many  of  them  costly  and  ex- 
pensive, have  failed  to  obtain  all  they  asked  for, 
it  is  because  we  were  forced  to  do  the  work  which, 
in  our  judgment,  was  most  necessary  to  be  done, 
and  at'the"same  time  keep  within  the  limits  of 
the  appropriation.  If  the  work  petitioned  fur  in 
paving,  streets  and  lamps  alone  was  all  granted, 
the  annual  tax  levy,  which  many  of  our  citizens 
have  looked  upon  the  past  year  as  extravagant, 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  expense  of 
these  departments  alone. 

The  joint  committees  of  Claims,  Commons, 
Health,' Ordinances,  Printing,  Public  Buildings, 
and  the  special  committees  of  Improved  Sewer- 
age and  Stony  Brook,  have  each  had  important 
duties  to  perform,  some  of  them  large  expen- 
ditures to  make,  and  I  feel  justified  in  saying 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  with  the  least 
possible  expense  to  the  taxpayers, .have  been  the 
only  considerations  that  have  influenced  your 
action.  I  am  satisfied  that,  if  your  fellow  citi- 
zens, who  have  been  most  inclined  to  crit- 
icise your  work,  were  placed  in  your  position,  it 
would  be  difficult  for  them  to  suggest  any  im- 
provements or  do  the  work  more  economically. 
They  should  remember  that  it  is  our  duty  to  meet 
all  reasonabie  wants  of  a  large,  growing  and 
prosnerous  city.  There  may  have  been  an  honest 
difference  of  opinion  about  the  extent  of  these 
expenditures,  but  there  can  be  no  difference 
about  your  sincerity  in  doing  only  what,  in  your 
judgment,  was  considered  right  and  proper  to  be 
done. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  about  whose 
proceedings  the  outside  public  knows  very  little, 
as  their  work  Is  all  done  in  the  committee  room, 
is  one  of  the  most  hard  working  committees  in 
the  City  Government.  Generally  selected  from 
the  best  material  in  the  City  Council,  this  com- 
mute saves  the  city  thousands  of  dollars  every 
year  in  the  judicious  settlement  of  claims,  guided 
by  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  City  Solicitor 
and  his  assistants.  The  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  have  a  very  difficult  task  to  perform. 
This  work,  involving  a  verv  large  expenditure  of 
money,  requires  constant  watchfulness  on  the 
part  of  the  committee,  and  the  outside  public 
scarcely  know  how  largely  their  time  is  taxed  or 
how  card ully  the  progress  of  the  work  is  looked 
after  in  all  its  details. 

I  single  out  these  committees  because  thev  have 
the  most  work  to  do;  but  I  might  extend  the  list 
to  other  committees  who  have  also  important  du- 
ties to  perform.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  work  has 
been  neglected,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear 
testimony  to  this  fact.    You  have  served  the  city 


faithfully  and  to  the  best  of  your  ability.  Your 
work  is  on  record,  and  that  is  jour  justification. 

On  Monday  last  important  orders  in  relation  to 
our  public  schools  and  also  in  relation  to 
taxation  were  introduced,  and  received  favor- 
able consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
I  might  also  say  that  they  were  heartily  indorsed 
bv  the  press  and  taxpayers,  as  amove  in  the  right 
direction.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  did  not 
meot  with  the  .  same  favorable  consideration 
by  '..he  Common  Council.  These  orders  were 
introduced  after  mature  consideration,  with  the 
full  knowledge  of  the  alarming  increase  of  muni- 
cipal expenditures  in  this  city  and  in  almost 
every  city  in  the  country.  In  fact  the  very  evils 
most  complained  of,  that  municipal  councils  had 
lost  all  control  over  municipal  expenditures, 
were  given  as  a  reason  why  these  orders  should 
be  rejected.  Because  the  tax  rate  this  year  was 
run  up  to  $15.20  on  $1000,  partly  on  account  of 
some  matters  over  which  we  had  no  control,  it 
was  not  proper  to  put  a  limit  on  these 
expenses  or  control  them.  That  was  the 
argument.  It  only  verifies  the  fact  that 
has  been  stated  so  frequently  and  is  becom- 
ing more  manifest  every  day,  that  municipal 
governments  are  losing  all  control  over  munici- 
pal expenditures.  With  independent  boards 
spending  money  without  limit, and  pressure  from 
without  to  spend  money  without  limit-,  it  is  no 
use  for  us  to  fix  a  limit.  This  was  the  argument 
that  defeated  it.  It  was  suggested  that  it 
was  not  proper  for  us  to  criticise  ex- 
penditures in  another  department  of  the  City 
Government.  When  city  councils  are  afraid 
to  grapple  with  the  subject,  it  is  useless  to 
talk  about  checking  expenditures,  and  I  am  con- 
fident that,  with  all  the  wires  now  pulling  for 
large  expenditures  in  almost  every  department, 
they  will  go  increasing  without  check  until 
some  radical  measures  are  adopted.  No  milk-and- 
water  measures  will  ever  check  them.  Taxes  may 
be  $15.20  this  year,  and  perhaps  $18  00  or  $20.00  on 
a  thousand  next  year,  and  we  cannot  help  our- 
selves. I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  where 
there  is  a  will  there  is  a  way. 

A  comparison  with  a  single  year  was  an 
unfair  comparison,  because  the  limit  of 
$13.00  on  a  thousand  was  part  of  a  system 
that  placed  every  department  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment under  proper  control.  To  show  that  the 
proposition  was  not  unreasonable,  I  have  merely 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  for  twenty 
years,  from  1860  to  1880,  the  average  tax  rate  was 
-$12.85y2  on  a  thousand,  or  14%c  less  on  a  thou- 
sand than  the  limit  proposed. 

From  1860  to  1865  the  average  tax  rate  was  $10.70 
on  a  thousand.  Prom  1865  to  1870  the  average  was 
$14.06  on  a  thousand.  From  1870  to  1875  the  aver- 
age rate  was  $13.70  on  a  thousand.  From  1875  to 
1880  the  average  rate  was  $12  96  on  a  thousand. 
Included  in  this  period  were  years  when  extraor- 
dinary calls  were  made  on  our  treasury.  The 
Union  had  to  be  maintained  by  a  large  ex- 
penditure of  money.  The  damages  by  the  de- 
structive fire  of  1872  had  to  be  made  good  by  a 
large  expenditure  of  money.  This  fire  also  led  to 
vast  improvements  that  could  not  be  carried  on 
without  large  expenditures  of  money.  An  addi- 
tional supply  of  water,  costing  some  $4,000,000, 
also  became  a  necessty,  and  yet  the  average  tax 
rate,  with  ah  these  extraordinary  expenditures 
to  meet,  was  only  $12.85l/2  on  a  thousand. 

I  allude  to  this  matter  because  a  prominent 
member  of  the  City  Council  selects  one  single, 
solitary  year,  when  taxes  were  $15.20  on  a  thbu- 
sand,  to  show  that  $13  was  unreasonably  low;  and 
his  fellow  members,  who  were,  no  doubt,  impa- 
tient for  the  final  social  leave-taking,  did  not 
care  about  prolonging  the  discussion. 

A  distinguished"  citizen,  who  has  had  a  large 
experience  in  municipal  affairs,  in  a  recent  public 
speech  said  that  the  rate  of  taxation  "ought  to 
be  $12  or  at  the  most  $13  on  a  thousand,"  and  the 
convention  over  which  he  presided,  embracing 
large  numbers  of  citizens  well  posted  up  on  mu- 
nicipal expenditures,  placed  themselves  on  that 
platform.  The  member  of  the  Common  Council 
who  now  objects  to  $13  as  unreasonable,  was 
also  a  member  of  that  convention,  and  a 
large  portion  of  the  members  of  the  pres- 
ent City  Government  were  also  elected  on 
that  platform.  I  merely  allude  to  this  matter  be- 
cause I  consider  it  one  of  the  most  important 
acts  of  your  administration.  You  have  done 
your  duty  in  taking  the  right  view  of  the  matter, 
and  the  responsibility  rests  with  the  Common 
Council  for  rejecting  it. 
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The  odium  of  Woodward's  dishonesty,  running 
over  a  period  of  five  years,  is  the  only  blot  upon 
the  record;  hut  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  our  city  his  been  peculiarly  exempt 
from  such  transactions,  and  our  experience  in 
this  matter  will  lead  to  such  a  change  in  the  ex- 
amination of  the  accounts  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment as  will  make  a  repetition  of  such  dis- 
honesty almost  an  impossibility  in  the  future. 

For  three  successive  years  the  Board  has  harl 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  its  members.  Early 
in  the  year,  the  death  of  Alderman  Bell,  in  tlie 
prime  of  life,  was  a  great  loss  to  the  city.  He  was 
earnest  and  z-alous  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  and  had  endeared  himself  to  his  associates 
by  his  candid  and  unassummg  ways. 


To  our  taitmui  v^ity  Clerk,  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, and  all  other  officers  of  the  Government, 
we  are  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  in  the 
performance  of  our  work. 

With  these  brief  remarks  I  again  thank  you  for 
your  kind  expressions  of  regard,and  with  the  best 
wishes  for  your  future  welfare  I  regret  that  our 
official  relations  are  about  to  terminate. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  the  re- 
marks of  the  Chairman  of  this  Board,  together 
with  the  final  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Citv  Government. 
Passsd. 

Adjourned,  sine  die,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Caton. 
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